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Actor calls out BJP MP
for ‘liking’ rape threat
NEW DELHI

Actor Swara Bhasker on

Tuesday called out BJP MP

Lallu Singh for liking a

comment threatening to rape

her. The MP later replied

calling it an ‘inadvertent’

mistake. The actor posted

images of an obscene tweet

threatening digital rape

along with another image of

the BJP MP liking the abusive

tweet. Minutes later, Mr.

Singh replied with an

apology. 

IN BRIEF

Arora to head global
group of poll bodies
NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commissioner

Sunil Arora assumed charge

of the post of the Chairman of

the Association of World

Election Bodies on Tuesday as

India took over as the chair of

the organisation from

Romania for 2019-21, the

Election Commission said. At

the general assembly of the

AWEB held in Bengaluru

attended by delegates of 45

countries, Mr. Arora 

said the ECI looked forward to

increasing its interaction and

partnership with the AWEB,

including members. 

At least 6,000 jobs out of the
total 50,000 vacancies  that
are to be fi��lled in Jammu and
Kashmir  are  part  of  the
Prime  Minister’s  special
package announced in 2015.

On August 28, J&K Gover­
nor Satyapal Malik said at a
press conference in Srinagar
that  the  government  had
identifi��ed  50,000  govern­
ment jobs and vacancies will
be fi��lled soon.

A senior government offi��­
cial  said  out  of  the  50,000
jobs  announced  by  Mr.  Ma­
lik, 4,000  jobs are  those of
Special Police Offi��cers (SPO),
while another 2,000 person­
nel are to be recruited in bor­
der battalions. These vacan­
cies  were  part  of  the
₹��80,000­crore  package  an­
nounced by the Prime Minis­
ter in 2015.

At  present,  there  are
30,000 SPOs in the State and
they are paid an honorarium
based  on  their  experience.

According to Home Ministry
data,  there  are  10,821  SPOs
with  an  experience  of
around 15 years who get an
honorarium  of  ₹��18,000  a
month.

As  many  as  5,132  SPOs
with 10 years’ experience get
an  honorarium  of  ₹��15,000
per month, 4,436 SPOs who
have  completed  fi��ve  years
get  ₹��12,000  and  1,134  SPOs
who  have  completed  three

years get ₹��9,000.
The  Home  Ministry  had

recently given the go­ahead
to  increase the honorarium
which was earlier capped at
₹��6,000.  The  SPOs  do  not
hold  permanent  positions
and  have  been  engaged  in
the State since 1995.

Another offi��cial explained
that  separate  rules  will  be
notifi��ed to govern the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganisation

Act, 2019, passed by Parlia­
ment on August 6.

On August 5, Home Minis­
ter  Amit  Shah  moved  two
Bills  in  the  Rajya  Sabha  to
read  down  Article  370  that
had granted special status to
J&K  and  and  bifurcate  the
State into Union Territories.

“The rules governing  the
Act are being fi��nalised; it will
iron  out  the  creases  in  the
implementation  of  the  new
set­up.  Recruitment  and
land  are  two  important  is­
sues  that  need  to  be  clari­
fi��ed,” the offi��cial said. 

According to the Act, the
number of seats in the Legis­
lative Assembly of the Union
Territory of J&K has been in­
creased from 107 to 114. 

After the appointed day —
October 31 — as many as 106
central laws will be applica­
ble to the Union Territory of
J&K along with 166 State Acts
including  the  Governor’s
Act.  Of  the  existing  State
laws,  153  will  be  repealed,
the Act says.

Old promises in new package
6,000 of the 50,000 vacancies to be fi��lled in J&K are part of PM’s 2015 package

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

The  situation  remains  fl��uid
in  the  Kashmir  Valley  a
month since the revocation
of  the  State’s  special  status
on Tuesday. 

A stark indicator of the sit­
uation  is  the  failure  of  the
Passport offi��ce to deliver ov­
er 2,000 passports in Kash­
mir  and  its  inability  to  re­
ceive  fresh  applications
since the August 5 decision
of the Centre.

The attendance in essen­
tial government services like
the Srinagar Municipal Cor­

poration  and  the  Public
Heath  Engineering  Depart­
ment “is yet to cross 50%”,
according to offi��cial fi��gures. 

The government, howev­
er, takes credit for ensuring
that all major hospitals were
functioning  normally  des­
pite  unrest  on  the  streets.
According to offi��cial fi��gures,
a toal  of  49,000  surgeries,
including 200 major surger­
ies and 2,000 cases of deliv­
eries,  were  handled  in  the
past four weeks.

The biggest challenge for
the  government  is  from  a
near total spontaneous shut­
down of markets and the ab­
sence of public transport. In­
ter­State  train  services  also
remain suspended.

30 days on, Kashmir still
remains closed and watchful 
Spontaneous shutdown of markets; offi��ce attendance thin

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

A man makes a call from a
CRPF telephone booth in
Srinagar on Tuesday.

Members  of  a  chosen
group  of  sarpanches  and
representatives of civil so­
ciety met Union Home Mi­
nister Amit Shah on Tues­
day in Delhi. 

A member of the delega­
tion told The Hindu, “The
meeting with the Home Mi­
nister  went  on  for  40  mi­
nutes.  Most  of  the  sar­
panches  spoke  about
micro issues, no one raised
the  issue  of  clampdown...
The  Home  Minister  told
the sarpanches that he will
make  Kashmir  a  place
where they don’t need se­
curity at all.” 

J&K shutdown
not discussed
at Shah meet

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

India and Japan have decid­
ed to hold their fi��rst Foreign
and Defence Ministerial Dia­
logue (2+2) ahead of  the  Ja­
pan­India annual summit for
“advancing  cooperation  to­
wards peace and prosperity
of the Indo­Pacifi��c region”. A
meeting  between  Defence
Minister  Rajnath  Singh  and
his  Japanese  counterpart,
Takeshi Iwaya, at the India­
Japan annual defence minis­
terial  dialogue  reached  the
accord,  the  Defence  Minis­
try said on Tuesday.

“The  Ministers  recog­
nised that peace and stabili­
ty of  the Indian and Pacifi��c
Oceans are crucial for ensur­
ing  prosperity  of  the  Indo­
Pacifi��c region and the entire

world,  and  had  a  frank  ex­
change of views on the cur­
rent security situation in the
Indo­Pacifi��c  region,  includ­
ing developments on the Ko­
rean  Peninsula  and  in  the
South  China  Sea,”  the  De­
fence Ministry said in a state­
ment. The Ministers shared

their  views  on  exploring
cooperation in the Indo­Pac­
ifi��c region.

Mr. Singh is on a two­day
visit to Japan, during which
he also met Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. He will
proceed  to  South  Korea
from Japan.

In Japan, Rajnath discusses
Indo­Pacifi��c cooperation
The two nations share views on cooperation in the region

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Rajnath Singh rides on the Shinkansen train to the
Hamamatsu air base from Shin-Yokohama on Tuesday. * PTI

BJP veteran Murli Manohar
Joshi  on  Tuesday  said  the
culture  of  holding  political
discussions on issues of na­
tional and international im­
portance that went beyond
party  lines  is  “almost  fi��n­
ished  now  and  there  is  a
need to revive it.”

Dr.  Joshi  made  the  re­
marks  while  off��ering  tri­
butes to Congress leader S.
Jaipal Reddy. 

Recalling that Reddy was
part  of  a  forum  that  dis­
cussed  key  issues  on  Intel­
lectual  Property  Rights  in
the  1990s,  the  BJP  leader

said the late Congress leader
would often agree with the
forum  despite  being  in
government.

“There used to be an at­
tempt  [in  forums]  having
people  from  diff��erent  par­
ties to try and form an opi­
nion on national and inter­
national  issues.  Those
attempts  have  become
scarce,  in  fact,  are  almost
fi��nished.  It  is  important  to
revive  such  practices,”  Dr.
Joshi said.

Top dignitaries, including
Vice­President M. Venkaiah
Naidu and former Prime Mi­
nister  Manmohan  Singh,
paid rich tributes to Reddy.

Revive culture of talks
across party lines: Joshi
BJP leader says it is key to democracy

Special Correspondent

New Delhi Samajwadi  Party  founder
Mulayam  Singh  on  Tues­
day came out in support of
his long­time colleague and
present Rampur MP Azam
Khan, alleging that he was
facing  “injustice”  at  the
hands  of  the  BJP  govern­
ment,  which  has  booked
the leader in several cases. 

Mr. Singh told reporters
that  his  party  would
launch a campaign in sup­
port of Mr. Khan. 

Over  two  dozen  cases
have been fi��led against Mr.
Khan by the Rampur admi­
nistration, including charg­
es of land grab. 

Azam being
hounded:
Mulayam

Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW

Amarinder meets Shah
on security issues
CHANDIGARH

Punjab CM Amarinder Singh

on Tuesday met Union Home

Minister Amit Shah to discuss

issues of national and State

security, besides urging him

to take up with Pakistan the

case of forcible conversion of

a Sikh girl to Islam.“Our

Central government should

take up the issue at the

highest level with the

Pakistan authorities,” he told

reporters in New Delhi after

his meeting. The Chief

Minister said he had even

made a public statement

seeking the intervention of

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran

Khan to take stern action

against the culprits.


