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Waiting for some good news

Will the landing of Chandrayaan-2 lift the slowdown gloom?

NOT FOR PROFIT

NIVEDITA MOOKERJI

he moon and stars have for long

I inspired poets, but these are dif-
ferent times. So when number-
studded stimulus packages cannot lift
the overwhelming gloom, perhaps the
moon can. This Saturday, Chandrayaan-
2 is set to create history by landing on
the moon, and that may be the only
piece of good news Indians have heard

in a while. Exactly 50 years after the
Apollo 11 achievement, Indian lunar
mission Chandrayaan-2 is going to
moon’s south polar region.

It will “boldly go where no country
has ever gone before”, Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro) proudly
splashes on its website. It explains that
the aim is to improve the understand-
ing of the moon and to make discover-
ies that will benefit India and humanity
as a whole. Besides all the far-reaching
scientific feat that Chandrayaan-2 is
capable of, there’s something else that
it can deliver, but neither Isro nor any
scientist manning the project may talk
about it.

Chandrayaan-2 landing on
September 7 is likely to give confidence
to the people of this country like nothing
else has been able to do. Not the rollback
of tax surcharge on foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs), not the bunch of mea-
sures announced to ease stress in non-

banking financial companies (NBFCs)
or micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), not the Cabinet decisions to
relax foreign investment conditions, not
the steps to soothe the sentiments of a
battered automobile industry, and not
any bureaucratic reshuffle in a bid to
reverse the downturn. The government
has promised at least two more rounds
of sops, including for the stressed real
estate sector, but the markets are in no
mood to cheer.

While a successful lunar mission
may not exactly translate into a bull
marKket or stop the job losses cutting
across companies and sectors, it’s likely
to give us a reason to celebrate and pos-
sibly look for heroes as well as inspira-
tion in a discipline where India has hard-
ly been at the forefront. The last famous
brush was in 1984, when Rakesh Sharma
as a squadron leader in Air Force had
flown aboard Soyuz T-11 to become the
first Indian in space. Then Prime

Equality-effidency trade-off

In the second part of the series, the author says there is evidence that
inequality has encouraged excessive risk-taking in the financial sector and
might have been partly responsible for the 2007-08 financial crisis

PRANAB BARDHAN

he last few decades of advance in
I economic theory and empirical
findings have raised questions
about the general applicability of the
very idea of equality-efficiency trade-
off. In the rest of this essay, we shall enu-
merate and examine some of the rele-
vant issues here.

When there is information asymme-
try between the two sides in a given eco-
nomic transaction, the above-men-
tioned trade-off may not hold. For
example, creditors do not have enough
information about the viability of a pro-
ject brought to them by a potential bor-
rower. You may have a project that you
know is very much worthwhile from
both private and social point of view, but
the creditor may not be aware or con-
vinced of it, and you do not have suffi-
cient collateral to persuade the creditor
to take the risk of lending to you. A rich
man with an inferior project may get
that loan, not you, because of the for-
mer’s larger assets, and hence, collateral
value. Thus, inequality here promotes
the less efficient outcome. Similarly,

your low savings or collateral may not
permit you to finance or borrow for
investment in higher education for
which you may otherwise have the tal-
ent and proficiency, whereas the less tal-
ented children of your rich neighbour
go through college and university, while
you drop out. This is a loss to society as
well as yourself.

There is, of course, a great deal of
socially unproductive risk-taking by the
rich (with “collateral damage” for the
poor), say, in financial or real-estate spec-
ulation. Even if we ignore this, it is
important to keep in mind that not all
dynamic innovations and productive
risk-taking are by private fortune-seek-
ers. In the US, much of the basic or foun-
dational research and great innovations
of recent times (like the internet, GPS,
digital search engine, supercomputers,
human genome project, magnetic reso-
nance imaging, smart phone technology,
hydraulic fractu-ring for shale gas, and
awhole host of others) have been facili-
tated by or been the outcome of public
investment funded to a large extent by
taxpayer money. Scandinavian countries
with a high-tax redistributive economy
have not been lagging in innovations.

Even in the private sector assuring
temporary monopoly and thus, great for-
tune for the innovator through the
patent system has not been the only or
the best way of encouraging innovations.
Patents on a new technology often make
things costly or obstructive for future
innovators and thus may hamper further
advances in technology. Open-source
programmes are often more conducive
to new developments of technology.

If inequality is generated by market
power of big firms in product and labour
markets, then there is a direct loss of
efficiency (in output and employment)
if that market power enables those firms
in their attempt to maximise profits to
restrict output (and labour hiring) below
the amounts for a competitive firm.

Historically, the case where inequal-
ity and inefficiency have stubbornly per-
sisted together relates to land, which is
usually very unequally distributed. In
traditional (and in some non-traditional)
agriculture, the empirical evidence sug-
gests that economies of scale in farm pro-
duction are not inherently substantial
(except in some plantation crops) and
that the small farm is often the most effi-
cient unit of production (if credit, insur-
ance and marketing facilities are not
inadequate). Yet the violent and tortuous
history of land reform in many countries
suggests that numerous road blocks on
the way to a more efficient reallocation
ofland rights are put up by the powerful
landed interests for many generations.
Why don’t the large landlords instead
voluntarily lease out or sell their land to
small farmers and grab in the bargaining
process much of the surplus arising from
this efficient reallocation?

There clearly has been some leasing
out of land, but problems of monitoring
the tenant’s work and application of
inputs, insecurity of tenure (discourag-
ing long-term land improvements by
the tenant), and the landlord’s fear that
the tenant will acquire occupancy rights
on the land have limited efficiency
gains and the extent of tenancy. The
land sales market is often rather thin

Minister Indira Gandhi had asked
Rakesh Sharma how India looked from
outer space, to which he had replied,
“Saare Jahan Se Achcha”, making that
line go viral in a non-Twitter age.

Chandrayaan-2 is an unmanned mis-
sion and therefore no astronaut will be
able to say how India looks from Moon
or repeat Neil Armstrong’s historic
words — “That's one small step for a
man, one giant leap for mankind”. The
mission, led by two women scientists
Muthayya Vanitha and Ritu Karidhal,
may not wipe out the slowdown blues
or the pains of what some call a quasi
recession, but it can turn out to be an
inspiration for generations.

The build-up around the occasion
has been somewhat subdued so far,
perhaps because the government has
been busy trying to set the economy
right and roll back some of the propos-
als made in the Union Budget in July.
Among few celebratory steps, a space
quiz was organised to select school chil-
dren who would watch the landmark
event live with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from Isro’s Bengaluru
centre on Saturday.

If the withdrawal of special status in
Jammu & Kashmir, through abrogation

(and in many developing countries the
sales sometimes go the opposite way—
from distressed small farmers to land-
lords and money-lenders). With low
household savings and collaterals, the
potentially more efficient small farmer
is often incapable of affording the going
market price of land.

Landlords on the other hand often
resist land reforms particularly because
the levelling effects reduce their social
and political power and their ability to
control and dominate even non-land
transactions in the village. Large land
holdings may give their owner special
social status or political power in a
lumpy way — for example, the status or
political effect from owning 1,000 acres
is larger than the combined status or
political effect accruing to 50 new buyers
owning 20 acres each. Thus the social
or political rent of land ownership for
the large landowner may not be com-
pensated by the offer price of numerous
small buyers. Under the circumstances,
the former will not sell and inefficient
(from the productivity point of view)
land concentration persists.

Then there is the demand-side
impact of inequality. There is a story of
a Ford company executive in conversa-
tion with a union leader, pointing to the
arrival of a bunch of robots in the facto-
ry and asking, “can you collect union
dues from them?”, to which the union
leader replied, “can you get them to buy
Ford cars?”. Particularly, in times of
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of Article 370, had cheered many
Indians, Chandrayaan-2 landing on the
Moon should make us truly proud. If the
so-called lipstick index is a measure for
economic slowdown, the success of the
Indian lunar mission may set another
kind of benchmark on how to contain
all-round pessimism.

In that context, it may be worthwhile
to remember what Neil Armstrong,
Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, and Michael
Collins had said in various interviews
and statements after their flight to Moon
50 years ago. On looking down on earth,
Collins had famously said, “I really
believe that if the political leaders of the
world could see their planet from a dis-
tance of, let’s say 100,000 miles, their
outlook would be fundamentally
changed. The all-important border
would be invisible, that noisy argument
suddenly silenced.” Besides Armstrong’s
“giant leap for mankind” line, his other
memorable words included, “there are
great ideas undiscovered, break-
throughs available to those who can
remove one of truth’s protective layers.
There are places to go beyond belief”.
And, Aldrin helped the world achieve
the next impossible dream, by saying
“No dream is too high”.

depressed aggregate demand and idle
capacity, inequality may hurt macroe-
conomic performance by making it dif-
ficult to stimulate enough mass con-
sumer spending. Recent research
suggests that a long-term rise in
inequality can push the economy into
adeep recession. There is also some evi-
dence that inequality has encouraged
excessive risk-taking in the financial
sector, and along with household
indebtedness, may have been respon-
sible for the financial crisis that origi-
nated in the US in 2007-08.

Under inequality not merely the
aggregate consumer demand may be
deficient, but the pattern of consumer
spending may also get distorted. Certain
types of consumer spending on status
goods (houses, cars, and other easily vis-
ible conspicuous consumption items)
can, in the context of inequality and
community norms of emulation and the
resultant “expenditure cascade”, lead to
arace to the bottom among neighbours
and reference groups: clearly an ineffi-
cient outcome.

(To be concluded on Friday)

Thewriter is professor of Graduate School at
University of California, Berkeley. His most
recent two books are Awakening Giants, Feet
of Clay: Assessing the Economic Rise of
China and India, and Globalisation,
Democracy and Corruption: An Indian
Perspective; the article was first published in
the international blog 3 Quarks Daily

Department becomes ‘cell’
Congress president
Sonia Gandhi
(pictured) has
reorganised the
party's data
analytics
department. The
department,
headed by Praveen
Chakravarty, had
led the Congress campaign on its
minimum income guarantee promise in
the run-up to the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
as also its membership drive. Its
forecasts of the party on its way to get
over 120 seats were proved incorrect.
Knives were out within the party
against Chakravarty, considered close to
Rahul Gandhi. Now, Sonia Gandhi has
demoted the standalone department to
a "cell" within a department. In a letter
dated Tuesday, party general secretary
K CVenugopal stated that the
department will now function as a
"technology and data cell within the
organisation department” of the party.
Chakravarty would continue to head
the cell, but will now need to take
approvals from organisation depart-
ment heads, instead of the party chief.

0ld guard back in saddle

With Sonia Gandhi back as the Congress
chief, the older guard has started to assert
itself in the party. On Wednesday, senior
leaders finally settled the leadership issue
in the Haryana unit of the Congress. The
party president named Kumari Selja as
the state unit chief. She replaced youth
leader Ashok Tanwar, considered close to
Rahul Gandhi. Former Haryana Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda was
appointed Congress legislative party
leader, which makes him the leader of
the Opposition. He would also be the
chairman of the election management
committee of the party for the
forthcoming Assembly polls. The Hooda
camp had threatened to quit if the party
failed to remove Tanwar. The decision has
come about after several rounds of
consultations between the Congress
president, senior leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad and Hooda. The election schedule is
likely to be announced later this month.

Rule applies to all

As she was concluding her keynote
address during the inaugural session of a
convention organised by the Indian
Music Industry (IMI) in the national
capital on Tuesday, Sumita Dawra, joint
secretary, Department for Promotion of
Industry & Internal Trade, noted that no
musical performance in such an event
was a bit surprising. While this evoked
laughter from the audience, someone
quipped that the organisers did not
schedule any because they did not have
a licence for it. In a panel discussion held
earlier, the participants emphasised the
need for a better deal for music
companies because broadcasters were
raking in the moolah leveraging a
product (read music) manufactured by
them. The recording companies’
representatives reasoned, even if in jest,
that the convention itself fell in the
private events category. So no question
of a musical performance!

GST and dispute resolution
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Business” ranking has been

deservedly applauded. But equally
important is the ease of paying taxes.
Some research shows that improvement
in the ease of paying tax can help
improve compliance especially for lower
tax segments. Not withstanding these
disputes do divert taxpayers’ attention
from more important productive tasks.

Broadly, any tax system must have
the following five distinctive features.
First, disputes must be clearly defined,
and non-serious infringements should
be kept out of the domain of disputes.
Second, uniformity of practice in assess-
ment must be ensured by facilitating
those who draft the law to interpret it.
Third, the system must ensure speedy
adjudication of cases within definite
time lines. Fourth, taxpayers should be
encouraged to settle disputes without
resorting to litigations. Finally, non-
intrusive mechanisms of interaction
must be created between the taxpayer
and the tax department.

Translated on the ground what can
the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs do immediately? The low-
hanging fruit here is that there are a
number of minor procedural cases
which clog the dispute resolution sys-
tem. These need to be listed and subject
to administrative levies which may be
capped. A similar amendment has
recently been done on the corporate law
side which can be replicated here. This
suggestion would require the GST law to

India’s climb on the “Ease of Doing

be amended in which a list of minor
penalties may be included and junior
officers could be allowed to decide them.

A major pain point in the GST dispute
resolution mechanism is the failure to
make a conceptual distinction between
“offence cases” and “assessment cases”.
Offence cases are periodic in nature and
do not have any recurring implications
whereas assessment cases relate to prin-
ciples of classification, valuation and eli-
gibility of input tax credit and therefore
have recurring implications. The suggest-
ed course of action is that while field offi-
cers could be allowed to decide on
offence cases on the basis of facts avail-
able, a centralised system of binding
instructions should be put in place for
field officers to follow in assessment mat-
ters. Such a provision was earlier available
in pre GST. For this purpose, both the
Centre and states can create a “technical
secretariat” which could be empowered
to issue such binding instruction on
assessment matters to ensure uniformity
of practice. At the central level, this could
be located in the TRU where the tax laws
are drafted and fittingly therefore those
who draft the law must also interpret the
law. The creation of a technical secretariat
at the Centre and the states would facili-
tate discussion between tax officers at
annual or biannual conferences. Such
conferences/forums would forge the
bond of fiscal friendship between the offi-
cers. Taxpayers would benefit from cer-
tainty in the assessment matters. This
will be especially beneficial to the states
in the area of service tax, for states would
require some handholding (pre GST,
service tax was levied and collected by
the Centre).

The other important change is to do
away with the distinction between “sup-
pression” and “non-suppression” cases
in the GST law and prescribe one uni-
form period of three years to complete
adjudications. The suppression aspect
could be addressed in the adjudication
order on the basis of facts and a higher
penalty could be imposed. Therefore, the
penalty route may be a better way of

dealing with this distinction rather than
through a time period difference. This
amendment will considerably reduce lit-
igation as many taxpayers are incensed
by wrong invocation of the suppression
period and, therefore, opt to litigate
rather than pay the tax.

While the set of suggestions outlined
would help to improve the dispute reso-
lution system within the GST, there is
also a need to have another institutional
mechanism where trade and industry
can air their implementation grievances
to senior state and central officials. Many
of these issues are non-policy issues and
therefore would not warrant going to the
GST Council. It is therefore suggested
that the time is now ripe to create a new
institution in the form of the GST
Secretariat in each State. This should be
a registered body just like the
Empowered Committee of State Finance
Ministers consisting of senior Central
and State GST officials who will hear the
problems of trade and industry. These
grievances could feed into policymaking.
This will address much of the discomfort
presently experienced by the trade as
they had the opportunity in the pre-GST
era to separately meet central and state
officials. This body could be created after
asuitable resolution is passed by the GST
Council and its terms of reference decid-
ed and thereafter the cabinet secretary
could write to the chief secretaries of all
the States to commence its creation.

Just as the GST Council (later avatar
of the Empowered Committee of State
Finance Ministers) designed and deliv-
ered the GST, the institutions of technical
secretariat and GST Secretariat in the
states could help to provide the institu-
tional support post GST.

In many ways, the measures suggest-
ed above would ensure that the “rule of
law” prevails over the “rule of thumb”
and also prod the triumph of “principles”
over “principals”.

The author is a retired member CBIC and
national leader, Tax and Economic Policy
Group, EY India Views expressed are personal

Along way to go

This refers to “Madhya Pradesh to
have happiness index” (September 2).

Today, measuring prosperity of
nations with indicators like GDP is
clearly misleading. It probably fur-
ther skews the distribution of wealth
and accentuates income disparity. We
have journeyed long from exploring
creation of wealth to distribution of
income to now Nobel prize winner
Prof Angus Deaton’s treatise on
poverty. As newer economic theories
get misapplied, attempts at political
correction follow. Through all this,
the common man feebly tries to lever-
age his only tool — democracy — that
can reset the political paradigm tem-
porarily. Strangely, it is seen that
deeper the democratic mores, as it is
in the US, the sharper has been the
turn to the right wing ideology of
wealth inequality. It may take ages for
the socio-economists, much less the
governments, to move away from a
trite GDP to even grasp the concept
of creation and distribution of happi-
ness.

R Narayanan Navi Mumbai

Farming woes

This refers to “Agriculture’s 'liquidity’
problem” (September 4) by Ruchika
Chitravanshi and Sanjeeb Mukherjee.
The woes of the agriculture sector
have been an ongoing one. The gene-
sis of this can be traced to the mud-
dled and short-sighted vision of our
policy makers and their political mas-

ters. Water is the lubrication that
keeps the agriculture clock ticking.
We have about four months of mon-
soon rains which we need to utilise
judiciously. Most of this water we
receive goes waste as we have not yet
designed effective water harvesting
techniques. There are pockets of vil-
lages where water harvesting has
been done effectively and these vil-
lages have access to water throughout
the year to reap multiple crops. Sadly,
in most of the neighbouring villages,
water has not been harvested in the
same manner, leaving those drought
afflicted.

Cropping patterns also need to
take into consideration soil and water
intake. We have numerous examples
of crops being sown in terrain not nat-
urally suitable for these crops where
they guzzle enormous quantities of
water depleting the ground water lev-
el. This needs to be curtailed.
Presently, this is happening as the
pay-out is more profitable when com-
pared to other crops. If incentives are
discontinued or disincentives intro-
duced, this practice can be nipped in
the bud.

A steady supply of electricity is
also said to be a problem hindering
irrigation. Solar power usage has been
making steady inroads into the hin-
terland. Instead of depending on the
state to provide uninterrupted elec-
tricity, if solar power can be generated
at the village or taluka level, it could
be utilised at the villages.

We need to look at countries like
Israel who have mastered the art of
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judicious usage of resources to reap
bumper harvests. Our policy makers
should study such success stories.
What is feasible from the success of
Israel should be made known to our
villagers and sought to be introduced
after being customised to our reality.

KV Premraj Mumbai

Let’s get real

This refers to the editorial
“Disinvestment blues” (September 4).
Transferring the government’s stake
in BPCL to Indian Oil may help the
government meet “disinvestment tar-
gets” but, it is by no means a disin-
vestment. Merging one public sector
undertaking with another, transfer-
ring stake from one pocket to a differ-
ent one is a sort of game played by all
successive governments — towards
meeting disinvestment targets — year
after year but such moves do not
either amount to “privatisation” nor
do they support the oft-repeated slo-
gan “government has no business to
be in business”. Such mergers might
help cost reductions by way of syner-
gies in operations and may also create
mega, global size, business entities,
but, for heaven’s sake, let’s get real,
call a spade a spade!

Krishan Kalra Gurugram
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Gauging economic activity

Lag in official data results in delayed response

he slide in the gross domestic product (GDP) growth in the first quarter

of the current fiscal year has surprised most analysts. Aside from influ-

encing sentiment in financial markets, the 5 per cent growth in the

April-June quarter has implications for both fiscal and monetary policy.
But the lag in the release of official data often results in delayed policy response.
In terms of fiscal policy, the level of economic activity determines the level of
revenue the government can expect. In case the growth is expected to slow, the
government can adjust its revenue projection and take a call whether the economy
needs adjustment in spending, which can help smooth the economic cycle.
Similarly, it would help if the central bank can adjust the monetary policy more
proactively and doesn’t always have to depend on official data.

Since monetary policy works with a lag of two to three quarters in India,
depending on official data can delay the policy adjustment and exacerbate the
problem. For instance, breaking with convention, the Monetary Policy Committee
of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to cut the policy repo rate by 35 basis
points in August. It was reasoned that 25 basis points would have been inadequate
and 50 basis points excessive. It can now be argued that if the extent of the slow-
down was known, a cut of 50 basis points would not have looked excessive.
Slower growth will also keep inflation at lower levels. Although the RBI acknowl-
edged the weakness in high-frequency indicators, it reduced the growth projection
for the current year by only 10 basis points to 6.9 per cent. Similarly, the Budget
presented in July did precious little to fight the slowdown — though it was more
of an acceptance than evidence problem.

At a broader level, both investors and policymakers would be better off if
they have more timely means to track economic activity. For example, the Goods
and Services Tax collection can become a good indicator of economic activity
once the prevailing problems are addressed. Since there are genuine reasons for
thelagin the official release of GDP data, the central bank can work on an aggre-
gate indicator that would give an early sense of the state of the economy. Central
banks, globally, track lead indicators to assess the economy and make the policy
forward-looking. The RBI also tracks high-frequency indicators and, as the latest
Annual Report shows, it has worked on a “Coincident Economic Indicator”.
This includes the production of consumer goods, auto sales, non-oil non-gold
imports and rail freight.

However, recent record suggests that the RBI needs to work on its models
to be able to predict both growth and inflation more accurately. Although
some financial institutions do track high-frequency indicators for their clients,
it would help the system if the central bank, which has the research capability,
processes the available information and regularly puts out an aggregate indi-
cator. It is important to note that this is not to undermine the official collection
and release of data, but to improve the understanding of the market. The
idea is worth trying since it will also help the central bank in making the
policy more forward-looking.

A concession to Hong Kong

Extradition Bill withdrawal may not stop protests

n a concession to protesters who have repeatedly taken over the streets of

Hong Kong, the territory’s Chief Executive, Carrie Lam, has finally with-

drawn the controversial legislation that sparked the protests. The Bill,

which permitted extradition from Hong Kong to mainland China, was
widely opposed because the city’s residents feared that it would be used to
trample upon their remaining political rights, and subject them to the capricious
and authoritarian legal system of the People’s Republic. Ms Lam had earlier
“suspended” the Bill, but that was not enough for protesters who wanted it
withdrawn completely — a concession that both Ms Lam and her masters in
Beijing were unwilling to make. Indeed, the tone of Beijing’s official statements
was becoming increasingly strident with an official spokesman of the mainland’s
Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office publicly warning Ms Lam eatrlier this
week that “there is no middle ground, no hesitancy and no dithering, when it
comes to stopping the violence and controlling riots in Hong Kong.”

While the Hang Seng stock index showed some gains after the announce-
ment, the fact remains that this is unlikely to defuse a crisis that has grown
beyond the immediate provocation for protests. The protesters now have
four other demands to which Beijing or Ms Lam have shown no signs of
heeding. These include an independent investigation into the suppression
of the protests by the police; a rhetorical shift, so officials stop calling the
protests “riots”; an amnesty for arrested protesters; and, most crucially,
restoration of political reform in the territory. The latter has been stalled for
five years, but residents of Hong Kong clearly see their rights as constantly
threatened unless they can directly elect their leaders. Currently, the city-
state’s Chief Executive is selected by an oligarchy of about 1,200 that is dom-
inated by pro-Beijing business leaders. Pro-democracy politicians are usually
considered ineligible. Elected pro-democracy members of the legislative
council have also been disqualified, creating an acute crisis of representation
that has fuelled the anger underlying the protests.

Many in relatively apolitical Hong Kong who were angry mainly at the
lack of response from Ms Lam’s administration might be appeased by this with-
drawal of the extradition Bill. But the great mass of younger protesters — some
of the protests have seen as many as two million participants, a quarter of the
city’s population — are unlikely to be satisfied, and will continue to press for
the remaining four demands. It is not certain whether, however, their numbers
and tactics can remain the same if there is a falling-off in support, thanks to
this concession. Ms Lam’s handlers are no doubt aware that, among the younger
generation of the city’s residents, the Chinese Communist Party and its gov-
ernment are far less popular than among those who lived in the city when it
was still a British colony prior to 1997. Hong Kong’s young people are fighting
for identity, liberty, autonomy and their future and are unlikely to stop at any-
thing less than universal suffrage. Xi Jinping has shown himselfto be a hardliner
in such matters, but Beijing should choose its battles. Even if the mainland has
grown richer in recent decades, there is no replacement for the liberal, cos-
mopolitan and finance-friendly environment that Hong Kong provides. Making
“one country, two systems” a political reality is a small price to pay.

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Traffic rules, mindset
and on-time payments

There's no alternative to following the rules and working
together with discipline for our common interests

ed, with the sharp focus on consumer spend-
ing and the economy. The following anecdote
from newspaper reports begins with a payment
problem for a traffic infraction, which leads on to
existential questions on behaviour and governance.

A motorcycle rider in Uttar Pradesh was booked
for not wearing a helmet. Events spiralled quickly
to arrive at the heart of the matter: The state of gov-
ernance and our utter disregard for due process and
the law. But let’s not get ahead of the story.

The rider was an electrician on
contract with the UP State
Electricity Board. He pleaded with
the police to be let off on the I500
fine, saying he earned only 36,000
amonth, and hadn’t been paid for
four months. The police said it was
the law, and issued a ticket. The
electrician’s superior interceded at
his request, but couldn’t convince
the police to waive the fine. (It
turned out that tickets had been
issued to 70 policemen for traffic SHYAM PONAPPA

Payments have gained currency, pun unintend-

Why were wages delayed? Apparently because
consumers delayed payments, and the electricity
board didn’t have the money to pay. Employees were
still owed back pay for three months. Meanwhile, a
formal enquiry reportedly began on the episode.

Such incidents are not unusual. In August, there
was an instance in Agra of unpaid sanitation workers
responsible for the toilets at the Taj Mahal going on
strike. In Noida near New Delhi, two major shopping
malls, a hospital, and a school had their water and
sewer lines shut off because of unpaid dues. There
were apparently 107 defaulters who
owed over 10 lakh each, with the
highest being ¥46.35 crore.

It isn’t as though citizens and
the private sector are the sole cul-
prits, with only stray government
entities defaulting. A former
Confederation of Indian Industry
chairperson said in an interview on
television recently that while hard
data on government dues to the pri-
vate sector are unavailable, infor-
mal estimates of the dues from cen-

violations.)

The electrician checked on the electricity dues
owed by the police station. Finding that they
amounted to ¥662,463 over several years, he dis-
connected their power supply. When questioned,
he said that this was as required by the law.

The power supply to the police station was soon
restored, with the customary, vague assurance that
the bill “would be paid soon”. A positive outcome,
however, was that the state electricity board then
paid317 crore of arrears for the month of May to 9,627
contract workers, including the electrician. The
remaining amount, they said, “would be paid soon”.

tral and state governments,
state-owned companies such as electricity boards,
and arbitration awards, ranged from 2 trillion to
%5 trillion. Her observation was that if these dues
were paid, it would provide the biggest boost for
the economy, because it would result in much-
needed capital formation and economic rejuvena-
tion. As to where the funding could be found, given
the government’s finances, she replied that the
same sources (for example, bonds) could be used
that would fund whatever waivers or incentives the
central and state governments were promising.
Those funds could be channelled for productive
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use in capital formation by their rightful claimants.

Stepping back for perspective, the problems
appear to stem from slack implementation of pro-
tocols (defined, sequential steps), whether it is the
discipline of timely payments, or rules and regu-
lations. The same malady afflicting payments
shows in the disregard for traffic rules, and the
confusion in disallowing tyre shredders to discour-
age driving the wrong way, which is even more
dangerous to the public.

In some cases, the design itself is flawed. For
instance, resources for infrastructure such as coal
and spectrum need to be priced low to facilitate pro-
ductivity. If auctioned at a premium, instead of abun-
dant supply of good quality at reasonable prices, the
supply is constrained in quantity or quality, or priced
high. Other instances are of processes not thought
through in terms of design (e.g, stranded power gen-
eration. A requirement of Letters of Credit (LC) for
purchasing power has been around, but has not been
enforced. Will a new directive enforce this, when
banks acting prudently can issue LCs only to distri-
bution companies with strong finances?) The design
shortcomings could result from fragmented and
episodic attention, disaggregated responsibilities,
lack of professional capacity, or simply winging it.

These failings have existed over decades,
regardless of the governments in office. Some ini-
tial successes, as in mobile telephony from 2003
to around 2011, or in road construction or electricity
supply, have not been consistent, nor have they
been convergent to yield all-round, sustainable
growth of the sort that could result from well-
organised orchestration across the board. They
have not even been able to sustain their perfor-
mance, and now comprise the troubled sectors for
banking and non-performing assets.

The root causes may be in underlying contra-
dictions in our attitudes. These include feudal and
post-colonial (exploitative) notions, with the trap-
pings of a Westminster system, without the requisite
culture and preparation of policies, practices and
training. The result is either government and citi-
zens facing off in an “Us vs Them”, with citizens
often being viewed in the way colonials regarded
“the natives”, or episodic “schemes” that fizzle out.
Our political leadership and we have to realise that
we are in the same boat, and that there is no sub-
stitute for working together with discipline for our
common interests.

There are no colonial masters here, only their
mindsets that we adhere to, without refashioning
them for our purposes. This is what we must change
over time from a total-solutions perspective, from
on-time payments, to law and order including traffic,
to waste management,! all infrastructure, finance,
industry, farming, the arts and daily living.

shyamponappa@gmail.com

1. Bhargava, Anjuli: ‘Cleansingyoung minds', Business
Standard, August 26, 2019. https://www.business-
standard.com /article/opinion/cleansing-young-minds-
119082601265_1.html

Strong government, weak reform

lar with his supporters for his ability to take

bold decisions. In the early days of his second
term, for instance, he continued where he left off
from his first with a surgical strike against Article
370 that altered the status of Jammu & Kashmir
and divided it into two Union Territories. Odd, then,
that his government is yet to demonstrate the same
sense of chutzpah — or even urgency —when it
comes to addressing the problems of the economy
and unemployment.

That the economy is in the dol-
drums is self-evident, never mind
if economists argue over whether
the causes are cyclical or structural
(even his economic advisory coun-
cil cannot agree on this point). Or
whether Mr Modi’s “bold” first-term
decisions of demonetisation and an
advanced Goods and Services Tax
deadline helped create what former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
called a “man-made slowdown”.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is wildly popu-

SWOT

Let’s take the August 24 tranche of announce-
ments. The rollback of surcharge on foreign port-
folio investors has done little to cheer the stock
marKkets, which have been bleeding out ever since.
To reverse the slide in automobiles, the state is
stepping in as purchaser of first resort by lifting
the ban on vehicle purchases by government
departments, increased depreciation rates till
March 2020. It has also deferred the rule for one-
time registration fees to June 2020. All of these
initiatives may bump up sales for
a bit, but they do not address the
dynamics of the automobile mar-
kets. The government stopped
being the dominant buyer of auto-
mobiles more than two decades
ago. The ordinary buyer’s propen-
sity to give dealer showrooms a
miss these past three years is the
most potent expression of a failure
of consumer confidence, which is
manifest across white goods and
fast moving consumer goods.

Whatever the cause, there’s been
general consensus across the ideo-
logical spectrum that Something
Needs to be Done Now. Over several days in the last
week of August, as it became clear that the Q1FY20
GDP numbers would be anaemic, the government
manfully obliged. Those announcements ranged
from correcting policy mis-steps, tinkering with the
foreign direct investment rules, some efforts to
revive the automobile sector, reorienting the public
sector banking system and disinvestment.

Will this August story provide the elixir for India’s
languishing economy?

KANIKA DATTA

Okay, so let’s look at August 28,

which eased foreign direct invest-

ment for single brand retail, coal

mining, contract manufacturing and digital media.
These announcements created considerable media
excitement because they meant that Apple would
be bringing their famed and much-awaited Apple
Stores to India. But one Apple, assuming it enters
India at lightning speed, cannot turn around an
economy even if improved contract manufacturing
laws means more iPhones may be Made in India.
Also, the FDI policy is only the start. As Apple con-
tract manufacturer Foxconn discovered, a commit-

ment from a state leader (Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis) need not translate into a shovel
in the ground.

On August 31, hours before the dismal Q1 GDP
numbers came the announcement that 10 state-
owned banks would be merged into four. How, pre-
cisely, can this be classified as a reform? Perhaps
because the government plans to create large banks
with strong balance sheets. The problem is that sev-
eral banks shortlisted for merger are what Percy
Mistry called “zombie banks,” overstaffed entities
with almost no business. How their merger with
healthier banks will help spur credit growth is a
question that awaits answers. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman later clarified that not one sin-
gle job will be lost as a result of these mergers, nor
any branches closed. This defies business logic of
mergers, which is to derive synergies. If no staff is
to be cut or branches closed, then what’s the point
of merging?

Taken together with the circular disinvestment
route — making one public sector entity buy the
government’s share in another — these so-called
economic reforms reflect a failure of the imagina-
tion and/or an unwillingness to opt for deeper struc-
tural reform of land and labour rules and the reori-
enting of agricultural markets. It has been argued
that these issues are in the hands of the states, so
the Centre has little leeway to change much. This
is a specious argument. In fact, the political situa-
tion has rarely been more propitious to align poli-
cies, with more than half the states ruled by the
ruling party at the Centre in majority or in alliance.
To put it another way, a strong government is in
unique a position to go boldly where no government
has gone before.

Of Nair, Dyer, O’'Dwyer and Empire

~

BOOK REVIEW

SAI MANISH

Arun Jaitley to Melania Trump;

Nusli Wadia to M J Akbar: The world
of libel, slander and defamation has cap-
tivated and depleted people, depending
on whether they are the audience witness-
ing the divulgence of lurid details or are
plaintiffs and defendants trying to prove
the other as infestations of moral turpi-
tude, pedlars of malice and embodiments
of villainy. Pre-independent India was wit-
ness to one such case, which is the subject
of Raghu and Pushpa Palat’s book The

From William Cosby to Anil Ambani;

Case That Shook the Empire.

The book focuses on the famous 1924
O’Dwyer vs Nair libel case in which the
lieutenant governor of Punjab, Michael
O’Dwyer, sued former president of the
Indian National Congress Chettur
Sankaran Nair for holding him responsible
for atrocities in Punjab including the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. The author is
Nair’s great grandson. The book is Mr
Palat’s first attempt at chronicling history.
For an author who has written books on
tax planning and investor strategies, this
must have been a challenging task. But
both Raghu and co-author Pushpa Palat
manage to produce a book studded with
anecdotes about the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre and other historical events of
the time. It is a delectable compilation of
titbits about Nair’s personal life and the
events that unfolded inside and outside
the London courtroom where the trial last-
ed for over two years.

Mr Palat depicts his great grandfather
as a typical “Nair” from Kerala —trained
in martial arts, a man of pride and occa-
sional arrogance, a lawyer with an aversion
to Gandhian notions of non-violence and
an instinctive repugnance for the British
sense of superiority over dark-skinned
Indians. Mr Palat relates one noteworthy
example of Nair’s disposition, which
occurred at the residence of O’ Dwyer’s —
the very man who would drag him to court
afew years later. O’'Dwyer invited Nair for
tea while the latter was visiting Lahore in
1916. O’Dwyer’s dog affectionately
approached Nair but Nair made his dis-
pleasure apparent at the “intrusion”. This
offended O’Dwyer’s wife who commented
on the hypocrisy of Indian culture — prop-
agating the concept of kindness to all liv-
ing creatures but loving dogs half as much
the British do. His great grandfather’s
reaction to Lady O’'Dwyer is described by
Palat as follows: “Nair rudely and rather

cruelly replied that this was because, while
the English were nearer to dogs in their
evolution, Indians had in their 5,000 year
old history moved further away. British
politeness, presumably, prevented the
O’Dwyers from responding to such
uncalled for, discourteous and ill-man-
nered behaviour on part of their guest.”

Mahatama Gandhi where he would repu-
diate Gandhi’s idea of non-violence
because “being a Nair, he could not accept
a fight through non-violence.” In the book
Nair implies that O’ Dwyer was responsible
for forceful military recruitments through
torture, imposition of martial law, the
Gujranwala bombings and the Jallianwala

While much of the book Bagh massacre.
describes Nair and British The book is a O’Dwyer decided to sue
policies preceding the delectable Nair for defamation in

Jallianwalla Bagh massacre
and its consequences, it is
left to two chapters at the
end of the book to do justice
toitstitle of describing “the
case that shook the Empire”.
These chapters that cover
O’Dwyer’s defamation suit
against Nair and the actual
trial are more riveting than other parts
where Mr Palat reproduces portions of
Indian history that could well be confined
to middle school textbooks. Mr Palat
writes that his great grandfather envisaged
his book, Gandhi and Anarchy, as a dis-
senting dialogue between himself and

compilation of titbits
about Nair's personal
life and the events
that unfolded inside
and outside the
London courtroom
where the trial lasted
for over two years

London, asking for the book
to be withdrawn from cir-
culation in addition to dam-
ages of £1,000. A trial that
is to decide whether Nair
defamed O’Dwyer trans-
forms into a vindication of
General Reginald Dyer’s
actions at Amritsar on the
fateful Baisakhi day of 1919. The chapters
describe the inherent bias of the presiding
judge, Henry McCardie, whose pre-con-
ceived notions of Dyer’s righteousness of
acting to save the British Empire often
lead him to argue in favour of O’Dwyer.
In the end, Nair loses the case.

Mr Palat describes the prejudices of
the British judiciary and the trial impec-
cably, but he stumbles in his conclusions
by falling prey to the distinctively Malayali
mindset of divine retribution (which was
evident after the 2018 floods when many
highly educated Malayalis attributed the
natural disaster to the Sabarimala court
case that they believed invoked the wrath
of god). There was no connection between
the case and the afterlives of those
involved and invoked in it; yet Mr Palat
goes on to attribute the deaths of Dyer,
O’Dwyer and McCardie to the trial. The
last parts attributing the deaths of people
as divine revenge for the injustice meted
to his great-grandfather suggest supersti-
tious balderdash that would have riled
Nair’s intelligence had he read this part
of his great-grandson’s book.

THE CASE THAT SHOOK
THE EMPIRE

Raghu Palat & Pushpa Palat
Bloomsbury, 499, 187 pages
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Bank-merger good,
now to fix them

Shedding flab critical, as is adopting technology; so this needs
a change in work culture, PSBs not known for that

HILE A LOT of us would like to see the weaker public sector banks—
and there are many of them—being wound down, we know this is
politicallyinfeasible and, therefore, it is unreasonable of us to expect
any government to do this. Let’s face it, laying off tens of thousands
of employees is simply not an option.Indeed, it is creditable the NDA has decided to
goahead with consolidation in the space because bringing down the number of PSU
banks is a great idea. In fact, the remaining ones too should be amalgamated soon.
Clearly, merging two weak banks with a somewhat-less-weak one doesn’t help.Also,
the merger process—off ten banks into four—is not going to result in any cost syn-
ergies because thereis going to be no retrenchment. But the natural attrition should,
over time, bring down the workforce and expenses.

While it isimportant to shed flab, the tougher taskis to change the work culture.
That is easier said than done, because years of incompetence, inefficiency and even
insincerity cannot be undone overnight. While a private sector CEO will help, to be
able to bring about a meaningful change to the work ethics, it is also important to
have a top team that comprises some fresh blood.Without a complete overhaul of the
mindset and the systems, it will become increasingly harder for public sector banks
to compete at a time when banking is seeing a paradigm shift, and banks are mor-
phing into fintechs.

Even before the technology platform assumed importance, they had been ced-
ing share to their private sector competitors,both in the loans and deposits markets.
That, together with their NPAwoes, hasleft their revenues subdued; since the man-
agements have no leeway to rein in employee expenses or other costs, the profits
have suffered. The biggest roadblock has been the unions who clamour for annual
raises of 10-15%, with no commensurate improvements in productivity.

The unfortunate fact is that the employee unions enjoy immense clout, and
unless banks have the right to hire and fire—like their private sector peers do—their
business models can’t be viable. Expenses on technol-
ogyare going to mount and banks need to hiretalentin S EEEEE————————
areas such as blockchain, Al IoT and cyber-security. The .
government may continue to inject capital, but, this ‘Mergmg 10 PSBs
must be used to lend to the right set of customers. Cus- into four may be
tomers—especially the younger lot—can be very the best decision
demanding, and servicing them requires not just possible, but the
top—class: technglogy and a range of products but ?lso timing is not great;
top-quality service levels. Already, NBFCs have acquired ;

a meaningful market presence in several segments— managements will

the HDFCs and Bajaj Finances of the world have done be kept busy by

extremely well for themselves. Despite their large  operational issues
at a time when the
focus should be on

branch networks, and strong deposit and customer
base, PSU banks have lost out.
While theywere heavily weighed down by the asset

quality problem which cost them both capital and lending to get the
management time—nearly a dozen banks were put ~€conomy back on
under the PCA framework where they were barred from its feet
growing risk-weighted assets beyond a point—they

failed to make headway even in traditionally strong

areas.So,while the deposits were coming in, thanks to their strong franchises, these
were not really being put to work.Although the system’s retail portfolios were grow-
ing rapidly, PSUs couldn’t cash in on the trend partly because their procedures can
be cumbersome and also because they did not have the products to showcase. Most
of them were left doing little other than the mandatory priority sectorlending,and
today, are slowly becoming irrelevant in the loan market. The restructuring might
bring in size and scale benefits but it is very unlikely to result in any meaningful
improvement in profitability. Had they been merged with their stronger peers
decades ago, their balance sheets would not have been in the sorry state that they
are. But all that is now, water under the bridge. The government has talked of mak-
ing life easier for state-run banks by giving their board and senior managements,
additional powers. But, bankers are apprehensive of taking decisions and may not
be convinced by the government’s efforts to protect them from the 4Cs—CAG, CBI,
CVC and the courts. Also, while the NDA must be applauded for initiating the amal-
gamation of ten banks into four entities, the timing is not sweet; the operational
hassles could leave managements preoccupied at a time when they need to be
focussed on lending to help the economy get back on its feet. The banking system
today has surplus liquidity, but loan growth is slowing—non-food credit growth
slowed to sub-12% year-on-year in the latest RBI reading, the slowest in many, many
months. So, the ¥55,000 crore that the government proposes to infuse into these
lenders may not be put to work just yet. This is unfortunate because the ten banks
account for 23% of the total credit in the system. Nonetheless, it is a good start and
the government must not give in to pressure from the unions and the process
mustn’t stall. It will not be easy, but there is, really no room now for soft options.

PayCHARGES

Govt must foot the MDR charges
if banks are not willing

HILE DIGITAL PAYMENTS have posted a stellar growth over the

past year, cash is still going strong. The ratio of currency in cir-

culation—8.8% in March 2017 —jumped to 11.4% in March

2019.Toarrest this and spur digital, the finance minister, in her
maiden budget speech, had announced that the merchant discount rate (MDR)
would be done away with for businesses with a turnover of more than X50 crore,
and that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and banks would bear the cost. But,
now, according to a Hindu Business Line report, the idea has not found resonance
with banks, who have deferred implementation saying they are awaiting clar-
ity on government rules.

The merchant discount rateis the rate charged to the merchant by the card-
issuing bank, payment service, and the PoS provider. Although the government
had eliminated MDR charges on transactions below 32,000 and had introduced
differentiated rates for QR codes, the new move is a step forward to shift the
cost of transactions on banks, so that merchants can transact more via digital.
But, payment companies believe that banks may choose not to deploy more
infrastructure in light of increasing charges. A recent report released by RBI
highlights that the central bankislooking to improve the card acceptance infra-
structureto 50 lakh by the end of 2021. There were 39.91 lakh PoS terminalsin
the countryas of June 2019,and X56,973 crore worth of debit card transactions
took place via these terminals. Abetteridea, thus, would be for the government
to bear the costs of digital payment. More important, what the banks need to
realise is that the cost of transactions in digital —even if it falls to them—is lower
than the cost of transacting in cash. Given that banks spend ¥21,000 crore every
year in currency management operations and the estimated MDR in 2016-17
was just ¥3,000 crore, adopting digital by footing the MDR bill would make
more sense. Else, the shift to digital that India has seen over the last few years,
will slow down, even if it isn’t summarily threatened.

> Opinion

FTER WEEKS OF poking
andjabbing, Boris Johnson
finally looks close to get-
tingthereaction from par-
liament he seems to have
wanted all along. If lawmakers succeed
in taking charge of the parliamentary
time tableTuesdayin orderto passlegis-
lation thatwould block the prime minis-
ter from pursuing a no-deal Brexit, he is
expected to demand a snap election. A
two-thirds majority of parliamentwould
be required to approve a newvote.

It is a high-risk strategy befitting a
politician who likes to roll the dice. Nei-
therJohnson noranyone else can predict
how it will unfold. What can be said,
though, is that when the dust settles,
Britain’s constitutional landscape will
not be quite the same again.

Tussles between executive and leg-
islature are common in US politics,
where the branches are separate and
their roles are enshrined in a written
constitution. But in Britain, the major-
ity party forms the executive and dic-
tates the legislative schedule; the two
branches are intertwined and the bal-
ance of power between them is largely
governed by convention.

The existing order was flexible
enough under a workable majority gov-
ernment. But it broke down after the
2017 election produced a hung parlia-
ment. MPs opposed to Theresa May’s
Brexit deal began breaking with con-
vention,includingto seize control of the
timetable. Now they are trying to do so
again, but this time, to thwart an execu-
tive that wants to circumvent parlia-
ment. The battle is now so totemic for
both sides that winning takes prece-
dence over preserving constitutional
integrity. The question is how that will
change the terms onwhich future polit-
ical battles are waged.

Johnson’s decision to suspend (or pro-
rogue) parliament,argues constitutional
scholarPaul Craig,isanabuse of the gov-
ernment’s discretionary powers; it
“diminishes parliamentary sovereignty
as a foundational principle, and trans-
forms the UK constitutional order such
that the cards become stacked in the
executive’s favour.”

Not everything that is undemocratic
is unconstitutional, as my colleague
Noah Feldman noted Monday. Most con-
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THE BREXIT DEAL

NEITHER JOHNSON NOR ANYONE ELSE CAN PREDICT HOW THINGS WILL UNFOLD. THOUGH, WHEN
THE DUST SETTLES, BRITAIN'S CONSTITUTIONAL LANDSCAPE WILL NOT BE QUITE THE SAME AGAIN

How Brexit blew up
Britain’s constitution

RAPHAEL

Bloomberg

stitution-watchers expect legal chal-
lenges to Johnson’s move to fail, but
Craig’s arguments suggest, it is perhaps
morefinelybalanced and that the effects
will be long-lasting at any rate. A ruling
againstJohnsonwould,of course,put the
Queen in the awkward position of hav-
ingapproved an illegal prorogation.

Johnson’s supporters see his actions
as both necessary and proportionate;
Remainers,theyargue,started down this
slippery slope under May’s government.
And,yetafairdistance hasbeen travelled
in constitutional terms. Leaving the
European Union was officially about
restoring parliamentary sovereignty by
reclaiming legislative power that had
been delegated to the European Union.
Johnson has succeeded in making the
central political debate about claiming
popular sovereignty over a parliament
thatisdraggingitsfeet overimplement-
ing the 2016 Brexit referendum.

His critics, even among conserva-
tives,seea much more sinister shift afoot
as Johnson repositions the Tory party (a
shift I described recently here).“Funda-
mentalism to me is something newand
radicaland ideological that claimsakind
of originalism and conservatism to it.
And I think that’s what’s happening
now; argues Carl Gardner,a former gov-
ernment lawyer who teaches constitu-
tional law, speaking in a recent podcast
debate with the Conservative journalist
Toby Young.

Thereare myriad ways Johnson’s plan
could backfire. At present, his Conserva-
tive Party are leading in the polls. But
Theresa Mayhada substantialleadwhen
she calledasnapelectionin 2017,which
endedindisasterasherpartylostits gov-
erning majority. (Of course, she was an
abysmal campaigner, whereas a cam-
paignwould play to Johnson’s strength.)

Still, the electoral math is dizzyingly
complex now. There are four UK-wide
parties, rather than two, which are

Assilver lining

The Jalan panel was constituted quietly
in the midst of the finance ministry-RBI

maelstrom. It did its work, albeit with

some public acrimony, but delivered

what I believe are sound results

THE JALAN COMMITTEE'S recom-
mendations on transferring a part of
RBI’s “excess” capital to the govern-
ment represent a possible silver lin-
ing in the thunderstorm that has
been pummeling India’s economic
growth. This is not only because it
may assist the government in meet-
ing thisyear’s fiscal deficit target,but
more pertinently because it repre-
sents the first public quasi-acknowl-
edgement by the Modi government
that having experts,who have signif-
icant domain knowledge and experi-
ence, determine policy frameworks
can be of huge value.

One of the loudest failures of the
government, from its first election to
today,has been the cavalierattitude it
has shown to knowledge and experi-
ence. Senior bureaucrats were—and
continue to be—transferred to com-
pletely unrelated ministries, nullify-
ing their years, perhaps decades, of
experience. As a result, we have had
some incomprehensible decisions
hurriedly implemented—read
demonetisation—and even some
extremely sound policies imple-
mented in a haphazard and not-
thought-through manner—read GST.

Even today, with the economy deep
inthedangerzone,policiesarebeing put
forth without adequate planning. For
instance,asarguedveryclearlyinanop-
ed in the Economic Times, the current
proposal to immediately merge several
public sector banks into one another,
while sound in principle, reflects the
worst possible timing,sinceat thistime,
banks need to focus primarily on sharp-
ening—and increasing—their lending

(particularly given the generous gov-
ernment support),instead of which sev-
eral bank managements will now need
tospend hugeamounts of timein man-
aging the mergers.

What the government clearlydoesn’t
realise is that the economy and markets
arenotswayedaseasilyastheelectorate.
Simply making triumphal pronounce-
ments is not enough—the economy
needs sound ideas,careful planningand
meticulous implementation. The sum
total impact of the government’s eco-
nomic policies over the past five years is
there forall to see—asharpand continu-
ing decline of our GDP growth rate.

Between 2014 and today,of 14 large
economies,only Turkeyand the UKhave
seen GDP growth fallmore sharplythan
India.To be sure, there has been a mod-
est global slowdown, but half of the
countries I looked at—Brazil, France,
Indonesia, Japan, Poland,Russiaand the
US—are reporting higher GDP growth
rates than in 2014, indicating that sen-
sible, tailored policies can keep growth
ticking over even in difficult times. The
comparative storyinAsiais evenbleaker,
with 7 of 11 Asian countries showing
increased GDP growth; India’s perfor-
manceis by fartheworst.Even Pakistan,
often dismissed asabasket case,is grow-
ing faster than we are today. It is clearly
disingenuous to claim global circum-
stances are the main reason for the gov-
ernment’s failure on the economy.

It is significant that the two large
countries that are faring worse than
India are hobbled by negative senti-
ment—Turkey as a result of Erdogan’s
flailing around as his imperial reign
appears to be ending, and the UK, of

MECKLAI

CEO, Mecklai Financial
Views are personal

pollingwell.The rebellion of anumberof
Torymoderates (some of whom mightbe
deselected by Johnson forvoting against
the government)and the possibility that
other parties might strike up electoral
alliancesto stopano-deal Brexitallmake
an election particularly hard to predict.

Thebiggestwild card is Nigel Farage’s
Brexit Party, which says it

¢2 CHEERY BLOSSOM

Union Defense Minister, Rajnath Singh

My visit to Japan has been remarkable and successful
in many ways. This visit has reiterated our Prime
Ministers' unwavering commitment to working
together towards a vision for Indo-Pacific region

against Tory austeritylookvery 2012.

It may be that an electoral majority,
ifhe could secure one,would allownor-
mal parliamentary service toresumeas
well as Brexit to be delivered. And yet
once conventionsare broken and power
is exercised, it becomes impossible to
unlearn those strategies or leave such
tools untouched. Should Johnson lose
his gamble, another leader will likely
seize on the precedents he has set.If he
wins, we might as well refer to him as
President Johnson. It is unlikely that
Britain’s constitutional balance will be
whatitwas.

Johnson is a big-C Conservative, but
these aren’t the moves of one who seeks
topreservean existing order,orchangeit

through accepted process,

will field candidates in  E ——sssssssss  Which would be the hall-

every constituency,
including in Conservative
strongholds, but has also
said,itwould make tactical
concessions to Johnson if
he promises to stay on the
path to a “clean” Brexit. It

Johnson is a big-C
Conservative, but
these aren't the
moves of one who
seeks to preserve

marks of true conser-
vatism. He is, as Gardner
hasit,“aggressively assert-
ing the power of central
government over all other
institutions—over parlia-
ment, over the courts, over

alsoseemsthatLabourwill gp existing order, or the publicitself.”

not play along with early
elections without attach-
ing conditions.

change it through
accepted process,

Canaconservativebea
revolutionary really? For-
mer US Secretary of State

Johnson’s chief argu- which would be the Henry Kissinger wrote in

ment to more moderate
votersinan electionwould
be thathe’s closinginona
compromise agreement
with the EU that would be
destroyed if Brussels believes parliament
can stop no deal anyhow. That’s highly
dubious, as numerous reports from
Brusselsand EU-capitals suggest.The EU
hasn’t closed anydoors,and thereare no
signs that the UK government has
advanced new proposals that could
replace the Irish backstop provision that
Johnson wants scrapped.

His other electoral pitches may be
more compelling.To conservativevoters
who are uncomfortable with a no-deal
Brexit, Johnson will claim both parlia-
ment and the EU left him no choice. He
will argue that anyone who thinks a no-
deal Brexit poses economic risks hasn’t
met Jeremy Corbyn or read his socialist
agenda. For Labour voters from leave-
supporting constituencies,thereisaraft
of newspending promises on publicser-
vices, making Corbyn’s stale campaign

course, because of Brexit and, now,
Boris Johnson. Negative sentiment in
India, too, has been spreading rapidly
and is, without doubt, a significant
force in the slowdown.

Itis often said that acknowledging a
problemisanecessarystep tosolvingit,
but, thus far at least, this government
appears unable to admit failure in the
smallest of issues, let alone ones as dra-
maticand apparentlyasclosetoitsheart
aseconomicdevelopment—remember,
acchedin,thetargetofa $ 5 trillion econ-
omy by 2024,and so on.

Of course, there is no need for loud
mea culpa’s; the Jalan panel was consti-
tuted quietlyin the midst of the finance
ministry-RBI maelstrom. It did itswork,
albeit with some public acrimony, but
delivered what I believe are sound
results, both in terms of immediate
impact as also, critically, in setting a
framework for future operations.

It is another matter that the RBI
board decided to push the limits of the
recommendations, as one of the com-
mittee members pointed out; clearly,
institutional capture,which is another
structural reflection of the insecurity of
the government, remains a strong
agendaitem.

Given that the global growth envi-
ronmentisalso turning more difficult,
the government needs to wake up and
build on its lone expert-driven success.
Otherwise, we may have to accept 5-
5.5% as the upper bound of India’s
growth,which couldlead—alaErdogan
and, even, Putin—to an electoral sur-
prisein 2024.

This may turn out to be the real
silverlining.

hallmarks of true
conservatism

his book Diplomacy that
undertheright conditions,
the combination can be
devastatingly effective, at
least fora time:

Whatisarevolutionary?If theanswer
to that question were without ambigu-
ity, few revolutionaries would ever suc-
ceed. For revolutionaries almost always
start froma position of inferior strength.
They prevail because the established
orderis unable to grasp its own vulnera-
bility.Thisis especially truewhen therev-
olutionarychallenge emergesnotwitha
march onthe Bastille,butin conservative
garb. Few institutions have defenses
against thosewho evoke the expectation
that theywill preserve them.

He was speaking of Otto von Bis-
marck—afigure much admired by John-
son’s closest adviser, Dominic Cum-
mings. But he might have been talking
about Britain circa 2019.

This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the editorial board
or Bloomberg LPand its owners
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THE EDITOR

Amazon, fire stuck

Number of fires in the Amazon basin
are on the rise, despite the
imposition of a ban and a close
surveillance by the authorities. While
a drought could prevent fires going
forward, it threatens to affect the
survival and re-generation of species.
Also, it is prudent to sustain damp
conditions in the soil, to prevent the
combustion of underlying fuel-layer,
limit the impact to only dead-wood
and increase the overall resistance to
fire. Robust forest-monitoring is
required to assess the impact of fire-
scars. Proactive fire-management,
improved early warning systems and
greater political-will is required to
overcome the chronic challenge,
before it starts affecting the health
and climatic conditions across the
globe. Public education on
management of fire-sensitive
orchards/agroforestry systems, to
produce high-income plantations,
can facilitate the use of alternative
land-management tools. A relatively
negative perception could hamper
asset-quality and prompt big
international funds to disinvest,
especially when asset managers,
pension funds and companies have
already issued warnings. As political-
goodwill continues to degrade, the
sovereign faces a risk of increased
scrutiny and potential socio-
economic crisis, with rising
international concern over
deforestation. A below-par
administration has created
headwinds to export-demand and
investment inflows as lacking
accountability and weak norms on
environment-conservation, are found
fueling the extractive activities, for
the purpose of business expansion
and development of large-scale
infrastructure projects.

— Girish Lalwani, Delhi
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HE OCCUPATIONAL

SAFETY, Health and Working

Conditions Code, 2019, seeks

to combine 13 laws relating

to factories, mines, dock
worKkers, building and other construc-
tion workers, plantations labour, con-
tract labour, interstate migrant work-
men, working journalist and other
newspaper employees, motor transport
workers, sales promotion employees,
beediand cigarworkers,cineworkers and
cinema theatre workers. It, clearly, is an
uneasy amalgam of laws that cover a
wide variety of workers belonging to the
organised (factory, dock, mines) and the
unorganised (contract, construction
workers) sectors.

Even though the government claims
that it covers establishments employing
10 or more workers, as we read through
the codewe do find varying thresholds—
say, for contract labour issues (20 work-
ers), safety committee or officer (500
workers in factories and construction
sites)—and this implies that the code dis-
penses with the universal coverage
model that was extended to thewage and
social security codes.

The occupational safety code has not
dealtwith adequately,and even imagina-
tively, the issues concerning occupa-
tional safety and health. The Factories
Act, 1948, lists the maximum permissi-
ble threshold limits of exposure of chem-
icaland toxic substances in manufactur-
ing processes in the Second Schedule,
which could be expanded as per the
advice of the experts,while the code inex-
plicably omits the Second Schedule and,
in fact, leaves the enumeration of these
to be decided by the state governments
(Section 83).

Further, the Factories Act stipulates
the compulsory constitution of a bipar-
tite safety committee in every factory in
which hazardous processes or substances
are used.But the occupational safety code
leaves the constitution of the safety com-
mittee to the notification process of the
appropriate government (Section 22),
and hence the Section 14 reads uncer-
tain: Theworkerwho apprehends serious
health hazard shall represent it to the
committee “if constituted by the
employer.” What was earlier a workers’
right, now has been reduced to a
“prospect”subject to thewhims and fan-
cies of the state governments.

On one hand, technological inven-
tionsand innovations pose considerable
threats and challenges to the occupa-
tional safety and health issues in the
organised sector, and potentially dan-
gerousworksare performed in the unor-
ganised sector for securing subsistence
wages such as rag picking. Hence, haz-
ardous work needs a wider coverage to
include those performed in the unor-
ganised sector as well. It bears relevance
to mention here the Chapter IV-A—that
deals with several issues concerning
occupational safety and health,and was
inserted in the FactoriesActin 1987 post
the Bhopal gas tragedy—which has lent
sinews to the regulations concerning it.

According to the Annual Survey of
Industries,in 2016-17 less than 5% of
the factories in operation employed
more than 499 workers, while those
employing 50 or more workers consti-
tuted 70.53% of total employment,
which means the safety provisions have
very limited coverage.Furthermore, the
average size of a factory in the organ-
ised sector (i.e. workers employed per
factory) has declined from 65.95 in
2010-11t02012-13,t048.04in2014-
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ccupational
Safety Code

needs serious

evaluation

Ironically, the Occupational Safety Code has not
adequately dealt with issues concerning
occupational safety and health, which is non-
negotiable and even fit to be a fundamental human
right, for this spills beyond the workplace and into
larger spaces affecting people and the environment
(case in point is the Bhopal gas tragedy)

15 to 2016-17, and given the wide-
spread impact of technological
progress in production processes, espe-
ciallyin chemical and other potentially
hazardous industries, occupational
safety and health becomes a universal
concern, and hence gradually cover
more and more establishments. This is
one of the reasons India has not ratified
12 of the 17 occupational safety and
health convention of the International
Labour Organisation. In fact, occupa-
tional safety and health should be non-
negotiable and is fit to be enshrined as
a fundamental human right, for this
spills beyond the workplace and into
larger spaces affecting people and the
environment (the case in point is the
Bhopal gas tragedy).

The occupational safety code requires
the employers to seek prior consent from
the workers to perform overtime (as also
for night shift in case of women employ-
ees), which is a welcome move. But the
individual worker may not, in reality,
enforce this right in case of violation of
this by the employer due to well-known
reasons like absence of or weak support-
ive institutions like trade unions and
labour inspection. Nonetheless, these
uninspiring empirical realities need not
discourage the lawmakers to drop this
important labour right.

Forthe first timein thelegislative his-
tory, the occupational safety code
requires every employer to issue an
appointment letter, but does not stipu-
late a remedy in case of non-compliance
of it,save the general monetary penalties
provided forviolation forany clause of it.
In China, if the employer fails to conclude
a written contract within one year of
employment of a worker, then the latter
will be deemed to have been appointed in
an open-ended contract.

While the Factories Act precisely stip-
ulates the hours of work, spread time and
the overtime, the occupational safety
codeleaves these to the discretion of the
appropriate government. This is a bad
law-making process. When the states
compete for fresh capital and retaining
the existing ones, the employers can use
of the threat of relocation or export
needs (which legitimises any reform
irrespective of their consequences to
labour standards) to coerce the gen-
uinely unwilling governments to stipu-
late unwelcome standards on these.
Therefore, these will lead to a race to the
bottom of labour standards.

Finally, Section 47(2), a new clause,
allows labour supply contractors by
allowing them to secure “renewable
work-specific licence” to execute a spe-
cific work mentioned in it, even if they
do not fulfil the requisite qualifications
or criteria. This, at once, reaches the
zenith of flexibility and plumbs to the
depths of perversion. What must anger
the working class is that despite the
Supreme Court’s endorsing ruling on
and the universally-agreed labour mar-
ket norm of “equal work, equal pay,” the
government is refusing to legislate the
same, even though this exists in the
Rules framed under the Contract
Labour Act.

Codification is necessary to ratio-
nalise proximate labour laws, but this
should not lead to bundling together of
diverse and unique laws concerning dis-
parately positioned categories of work-
ers,which are yet to mature into mean-
ingful pieces of legislation (for example,
the law on building and construction
workers) in their own right and hence
need respective suitable amendments.
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Global growth
on a tightrope

KANUNGO
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LOBAL GROWTH IS currently shaky.Accord-

ing to the latest update by the WEO, IMF, in

July the projection of global growth is under

revision, moving to 3.2% in 2019 and 3.5%

in 2020.The current revision reflects negative
surprises for growth in emerging markets and developing
economies; most emerging markets like BRICs have 30% of
the world GDP and 17% share in the world trade.

Growthis projected toimprove between the end of 2019
and 2020.Large increase in such growth closerto about 70%
relies on animprovement in growth performance in stressed
emerging markets and developing economies. With trade
war between the US and China, Iran-US disturbances, high
debt-to-GDP,large amounts of NPAs in India and the dead-
lock at WTO negotiations, emerging markets are not clear
about the growth path or the direction of world economy.

Global growth is sluggish, but it may not have been this
way,as some of the polices followed are self-inflicting or self-
inflicted. Dynamism in the global economyis beingweighed
down due to prolonged policy uncertaintyas trade tensions
still rise without showing any signs of abating. The recent
meeting of the G20 in Osaka, Japan,couldn’t even foster US-
China trade truce. To add, tensions with respect to Huawei
are threatening global technology supply chains, and the
prospects of a no-deal Brexit have risen.

The negative consequences of policy uncertaintyare vis-
iblein the diverging trends between the manufacturingand
services sectors. Manufacturing investment continues to
decline as business sentiment is worsening in spite of hav-
ingalowinterestrate. Disbursement of loan credit has been
minimal across theworld. Businesses hold off on investment
in the face of uncertainty.

Global trade growth, which S ————————
moves closelywith investment, In addition to

slowed to 0.5% (year-on-year) .
inthe first quarterof 2019—its  resolving trade and
tech tensions,

slowest pace since 2012. On
the other hand, the services countries need to
work together to

sector is holding up and con-
address climate

sumer sentiment is strong, as
unemployment rates touch
change, corruption,

record lows and wage incomes

risein severa! countries. international
In emerging markets and taxati d

developing economies,growth shidleln a'}

is being revised down by 0.3 cybersecurity

percentage points in 2019 {0  EuEE—————————
4.1%, and by 0.1 percentage

points for 2020 to 4.7%.The downward revisions for 2019
areacross the board for major economies.In China, the slight
revision downwards reflects due to higher tariffs imposed
by the US in May 2019, while significant revisions in India
and Brazil reflect weaker-than-expected domestic demand,
export slowdown and spillover effects of NPAs. Even for com-
modity exporters, supply disruptions,such as in Russia and
Chile,and sanctions on Iran, have led to downward revisions
despite a near-term strengthening in oil prices.

Financial conditions in the US and the EU have eased, as
the US Fed and the ECB adopted an accommodative mone-
tary policy stance. Emerging markets have benefited from
monetary easing in major economies,but have faced volatile
risk sentiment tied to trade tensions. Low-income develop-
ing countries,which received stable FDI,nowreceive volatile
portfolio flows, as the search foryield in a low-interest rate
environment reaches frontier markets. The current down-
siderisk to the world economy emanates from escalation of
trade and technology tensions.Earlier high tariff imposition
and future scare of tariff hike by the US and China will fur-
ther trigger reduction in global output by 0.5% in 2020.

To support global growth,world leaders must prescribe to
constructive policies such as making monetary policy
accommodative especially where inflation is softening
belowtarget.But it needs tobe accompanied by sound trade
policies that would lift the outlook and reduce downside
risks. Fiscal policy should balance growth, equity and sus-
tainability concerns,including protecting the society’s most
vulnerable. Countries with fiscal space should invest in phys-
icaland social infrastructure toraise potential growth.In the
event of a severe downturn, a synchronised move towards
more accommodative fiscal policies should complement
monetary easing,subject to country-specific circumstances.

The need for greater global cooperation is urgent.In addi-
tion to resolving trade and technology tensions, countries
must work together to address issues such as cybersecurity,
corruption, climate change, international taxation, etc.

HE PASSING OF the Arbitra-
tion and Conciliation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2019, on August 1,
2019,and that of the New Delhi
International Arbitration Cen-
treBill,2019,0onJuly 18,2019, are the first
fewfirm stepsinthelongwalkahead of us
in terms of making India an international
arbitration hub. Complemented by the
NITI Aayog’s ‘National Initiative towards
Strengthening Arbitration and Enforce-
ment in India’ and the central govern-
ment’s ‘Make in India’ initiative, these
reformswill help the countryreach newer
heights not only in terms of arbitration,
butalso in various allied business fields.

It has been seen quite often that for-
eign companies entering into business
contracts with Indian companies prefer a
foreign arbitration centre for dispute res-
olution, primarily due to lack of institu-
tionalised arbitration in India. This newly
passed Bill puts India,with the help of the
to-be-established Arbitration Council of
India (ACI), at a parallel footing with big
arbitration hubs suchas the London Court
of International Arbitration (LCIA), the
Singapore International Arbitration Cen-
tre (SIAC) and the ICC International Cen-
tre for ADR (ICC).

The ACI is to be headed by a chairper-
son who must have been a judge of the
Supreme Court or Chief Justice of a High
Courtorajudge of a High Court oran emi-
nent person, having special knowledge
and experience in the conduct or admin-
istration of arbitration,to be appointed by
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Making India an
arbitration hub

Recent legal reforms and judgments point towards India
gradually developing into an arbitration-friendly regime

PAHWA
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the central government in consultation
with the Chief Justice of India. Other
memberswillinclude an eminent arbitra-
tion practitioner, an academician with
experience in arbitration and various ex
officio government appointees. There
shallalsobea chief operating officer of the
ACland asecretariat to the ACI to manage
administration. In addition, the ACI has a
multitude of functions including framing
of policies to grade arbitral institutions
and accredit arbitrators, make and main-
tain uniform professional standards for
ADR matters, maintain a depository of
awards, etc.

The Supreme Court, for international

commercial arbitrations, and the respec-
tive High Courts, for domestic arbitra-
tions, may now designate arbitral institu-
tions for appointment of arbitrators. An
application for appointment of the arbi-
trator is to be disposed of within 30 days.
Written submissions are tobe filed within
sixmonths of the appointment of arbitra-
tors. Further, Section 42A requires main-
tenance of confidentiality of arbitration
proceedings.These newruleswould invite
more and more organisations to preferan
Indian arbitration centre as they make
arbitrations easy, efficient, time-bound
and hassle-free, bringing them in tune
with global practices.

In the Kandla Export vs Oci Export Cor-
poration case, the Supreme Court took a
pro-arbitration stand and refused to inter-
vene by holding that the appeals with
respect of arbitration proceedings are
exclusively governed by the Arbitration Act
and thereby the appeal provision of the
Commercial Courts Act, 2015, cannot be
used be to circumvent the provisions of
the Arbitration Actif noappealis provided
underthe provisions of the Arbitration Act.
In the Ravi Arya vs Palmview Investments
Overseas case, the Bombay High Court
ruled that when remedies are available to
the party seeking an injunction under the
Arbitration and ConciliationAct,1996,an

anti-arbitration injunction cannot be
obtained to circumvent provisions of the
Act. In the Ssangyong Engineering & Con-
struction vs NHAI case, the Delhi High
Court opined that if a contract can be
interpreted in two ways, it is not open for
the court to interfere with an arbitral
award, just because the court prefers the
otherview,and that a court cannot substi-
tute its view over that of arbitrators.
These judgments affirm the fact that
Indian courts have taken a pro-arbitration
stance with a strictadherence to the prin-
ciple of non-interference with arbitral
awards, and have also taken proactive
steps to ensure their speedy execution,

hence augmenting India’s credentials as
an arbitration-friendly regime that
includes minimal intervention by national
courtsand speedyresolution of arbitration
proceedings.

The potential for arbitrations in India
hasalsochangedwith the reform in third-
party funding, making the country all set
to present itself and compete with other
international jurisdictions as an interna-
tional arbitration hub.The Supreme Court,
in the Bar Council of India vs AK Balaji case,
has clarified that the third parties (i.e.non-
lawyers) can fund the litigation and get
repaid after the outcome. This is similarly
applicable toarbitration,whichwouldgoa
long way in making India an arbitration-
friendly jurisdiction. The availability of
third-party funding offers businesses an
additional financial and risk management
tool,while engaging in arbitration.

However,howthese newlaws and rules
are implemented is yet to be seen. But
thanks to these new amendments, India
stands on a goldmine of opportunities
with respect tointernational arbitrations.
Not only can the countrybecome an inter-
national arbitration hub, but it can also
become the most sought after interna-
tional arbitration hub. Hence, the next five
years are very significant, especially in
terms of policy formulation and execu-
tion. Paraphrasing Robert Frost, India has
miles to go before it sleeps. However, the
speed with which the countryis progress-
ing, there will be a paradigm shift in its
favour,and sooner rather than later.
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FAact CHECK, GROUND REALITY

At a press conference by protesters in Hong Kong on Wednesday evening.
The protesters have not indicated a softening of their stand in response to
the concession announced by Chief Executive Carrie Lam. Reuters

CHINABACKS OFF INHONG KONG.
WHATHAPPENSNOW?

Extradition Bill withdrawn, question is whether
protesters will relent on newer demands

AFTER THREE months of mass protests
triggered the worst crisis in Hong Kong
since it returned to Chinese control in
1997, the city’s Beijing-backed Chief
Executive announced on Wednesday the
withdrawal of the proposed law at the
heart of the people’s anger.

While the sudden and unexpected
concession met the number one demand
of the protesters, it was notimmediately
clear whether this alone would return
peace and orderliness to Hong Kong’s
streets.

This is because the protests that be-
gan this June over the Bill (now with-
drawn) that would have allowed the ex-
tradition to China of suspects accused of
certain crimes has, over the past several
weeks, expanded to cover a wider spec-
trum of demands, including core politi-
cal reforms and an inquiry into police
brutality with protesters.

Is the contentious Bill really dead?
Quite soon after the protests began,
Chief Executive Carrie Lam had said she
would delay the Bill. But this was not seen
as a firm commitment, and on June 16,
some 2 million Hong Kongers protested
inthe streets. Had Lam announced a sus-
pension — rather than a withdrawal — of
the Bill from the agenda of the Legislative
Council, she would have, under the rules,
left open a window for its restoration, and
thus reintroduction, after serving a no-
tice of 12 days. However, now that she has
withdrawn the Bill, reintroduction would
mean going through a longer process.

So, are the protests likely to stop?

No media analysts or commentators
expected them to on Wednesday
evening. Online, protesters underlined
that they had “five demands, not one
less”. Besides the formal withdrawal of
the Bill, the other four were: an inde-
pendent probe into police actions;
amnesty for arrested protesters; direct
elections for all lawmakers and Chief

Executive; and withdrawing the refer-
ence to participants in a major protest on
June 12 as “rioters”.

A section of protesters has become
extremely militant and violent, and an-
alysts were waiting for the weekend —
when the worst protests have been hap-
pening — for anidea of the mood among
the general public. “It may ease anger a
little, but it’s definitely not going to get
people out of the streets... It’s too late;
the focus of the protests is not on the Bill
anymore,” an explainer in The New York
Times quoted Samson Yuen, a professor
of political science at Lingnan University,
as saying.

But why has Beijing backed off?

Beijing has claims to global leader-
ship, but international headlines about
China have not been flattering of late. The
messy trade war with the United States
continues, and the extended unrest in
Hong Kong has not made attempts at a
European outreach easy. The financial
and psychological costs of the protests
have been significant. Several economists
have warned that Hong Kong, Asia’s pre-
mier business hub, may be headed for a
recession. Continued protests would
likely keep tourists away for longer, and
inflict lasting pain on retail businesses,
especially the smaller scale ones.

Also, October 1, the 70th anniversary
of the founding of the People’s Republic,
looms, and China has planned a series of
celebrations across China and among
overseas Chinese communities. Bad news
about violence and repression in Hong
Kong would be avoidable at this time.
2019is also the year of the 30th anniver-
sary of the Tiananmen Square massacre,
when China used tanks to crush a mas-
sive pro-democracy movement in the
heart of its capital. Beijing is already fac-
ing massive global criticism for its poli-
cies in the restive Xinjiang province.
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Afghan deal all but done. Now?

Drafted last week, the agreement sets out a timeline for withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan. It is
not a peace deal, the onus for which lies with the Afghan government. What are the challenges it faces?

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE UNITED States and Taliban have reached
adeal for American troops to withdraw from
Afghanistan. Last weekend, US Special Envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad was in Kabul to present de-
tails of the deal to Afghanistan President
Ashraf Ghani.

What have they agreed on?

No details of the draft agreement have
been made officially public but Khalilzad
told the Afghan media organisation TOLO
that the two sides have reached an agree-
ment “in principle” that the United States
would withdraw some 5,000 troops within
135 days or five months starting from the
signing of the agreement. The top US diplo-
mat, an Afghan American, who has led the
talks which began in January this year, said
US President Donald Trump had to sign off
on the agreement.

The draft agreement, which was
reached after nine rounds of talks between
Khalilzad and the Taliban in Doha, Qatar, is
for the US troops to withdraw from five
bases in this period. There appears to be no
timeline yet for the withdrawal of the re-
maining 14,000 troops but a period of 14
months has been mentioned in the past.
Trump said at one time that some 8,000
troops would remain.

Inreturn for the withdrawal agreed upon,
the Taliban are said to have committed to not
allow “enemies of the US” — namely
Daesh/ISIS and Al Qaeda — to set up base in
Afghanistan. Khalilzad said in the TOLO in-
terview that it will be the Taliban who will
now fight against the “enemies of America”
in Afghanistan. According to one version, the
Taliban have agreed not to attack withdraw-
ing troops.

Is this expected to usher in peace?

Earlier, it was expected that the US would
get the Taliban to agree to a ceasefire. But that
is not on the cards. Instead, the only expecta-
tion now is for a “reduction in violence” in
some areas. In the interview to TOLO,
Afghanistan’s biggest media house, Khalilzad
identified those areas as Parwan province,
north of Kabul, where the Bagram air base is
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US Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad (left) with Afghanistan Chief Executive
Abdullah Abdullah in Kabul on Monday. Afghanistan Chief Executive office via Reuters

located, and Kabul province. Afghanistan has
34 provinces in all.

The deal is, therefore, not a peace agree-
ment. That was driven home by the August
31 Taliban attack on Kunduz, an important
north Afghanistan city, which came as
Khalilzad was briefing Afghan leaders in
Kabul about the agreement. Afghan special
forces pushed them back with the help of US
airpower, but were not able to prevent the
Taliban from attacking a second northern
city, Pul  Kumri, where India has undertaken
to build power transmission lines to Kabul
as part of project to bring electricity from
Uzbekistan to Afghanistan.

On Monday night, towards the end of
Khalilzad’s live interview on TOLO channel,
Kabul was rocked by a car bombing and gun-
fire, an attack thatkilled at last 16 people and
was claimed by the Taliban

Through the talks, which began in
January this year, there has been a spike in
attacks as Taliban leveraged violence to but-
tress their bargaining position at the talks,
and tried to take control of as much territory
as they could before the agreement with the
US was finalised.

How then can a peace deal be struck
with the Taliban?

It is now for the Afghan government to
negotiate a peace agreement with the
Taliban in what are referred to as “intra-
Afghan talks”. President Ashraf Ghani’s gov-
ernment was not included in the US-Taliban
talks. This was the Taliban precondition for
the talks. The Taliban consider the elected
Afghan government a “puppet” or “proxy” of
the US. The irony is that for many in
Afghanistan, the Taliban are a proxy of
Pakistan’s military establishment, and are
seen as a creation of the ISL

Even at this stage, the Afghan govern-
ment remains sidelined. It has became
something of an issue in Afghanistan that
President Ghani was given a copy of the draft
agreement to read at his meeting with
Khalilzad, but it was taken away from him at
the close of the meeting,

In his interview to TOLO, Khalilzad said
the intra-Afghan talks would begin soon after
the US-Taliban agreement. But it is unclear if
the Taliban have committed to participate in
these talks as part of their agreement with
Khalilzad. The Norwegian capital of Oslo may

be the venue for these talks if they are held.
Recalling the Bonn process of 2001, the intra-
Afghan talks are expected to take up the ques-
tion of a ceasefire and an “interim” set-up as
a way of bringing the Taliban into a power
sharing agreement.

What does it mean for the Afghan
government politically?

The idea of an “interim” set-up almost
certainly means that the September 28 pres-
idential elections will not be held. An interim
dispensation would do away with the need
for elections. In any case, the Taliban have
made it clear they do not believe in the elec-
toral process and have said they would want
to make changes to the Constitution. This
could become the main challenge for the in-
terim dispensation, apart from ensuring that
the Taliban commit to a ceasefire and stick
toit. The interim set-up has to be headed by
an Afghan acceptable to the US, Taliban,
Pakistan and the present Afghan govern-
ment. Names are already doing the rounds.

The Afghan government, meanwhile, is
apprehensive that the US may have made
commitments to the Taliban that will under-
mine even the modest achievements made
by the country towards democracy and hu-
manrights over the last two decades. The ref-
erences in the agreement to “I[EA” or Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, the preferred name
of the Taliban for itself, and the name by
which Afghanistan was known when the
Taliban ruled the country from 1996 to 2001,
has increased the concern.

That concern was expressed by Amrullah
Saleh, a former head of the Afghan intelli-
gence agency, a candidate in the election and
who like the rest of his compatriots, but more
S0, is a strong anti-Taliban, anti-Pakistan
voice in Afghanistan: “Clarification: The US
talks with Taliban in Doha is about the fate
of the Quetta Shura [the Pakistan headquar-
ters of the Taliban], de-linking them with
global terror networks, IS, terror ideologies
and prospects of re-integration in future.
Dohaisn’t on fate of Afg. That will be decided
in Kabul & through direct negotiations”.

India has played norole in the US-Taliban
talks, but hopes it may be able to influence
some outcomes of the the intra-Afghan talks
through its many friends in the Afghan polity
who will participate in the talks.

How climate change can help or hurt bananas

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

BANANAS THRIVE in warmer climates, and
India is the world’s largest producer and con-
sumer of the fruit crop. When the planet it-
self is warming, does it help or hamper pro-
duction? A new study has found that climate
change has benefited bananas over the last
several decades but predicted that the trend
will reserve, with climate change eventually
causing a negative impact.

The findings

The study, led by Dr Dan Bebber from the
University of Exeter and co-authored by re-
search fellow Dr Varun Varma, has been pub-
lished in Nature Climate Change. They have
studied both the recent and future impact of
climate change on the world’s leading banana
producers and exporters. They found that 27
countries — accounting for 86 per cent of the
world’s dessert banana production — have on
average seen increased crop yield since 1961
— by 1.37 tonnes/hectare every year — due to
the changing climate resulting in more

2011-12 35.7
2012-13 34.2
2013-14 370
2014-15 35.5
2015-16 34.6
2016-17* 34.0

*Provisional

Source: National Horticulture Board

favourable growing conditions.

In India, data from the National
Horticulture Board show broadly consistent
yieldsinsix years leading up to 2016-17, when
the provisional yield was 34 tonnes/hectare.

The study says the gains in these 27 coun-
tries could be significantly reduced by 2050
—t0 1.19-0.59 tonnes/hectare — or disappear
completely, if climate change continues atits
expected rate. The study predicts that 10
countries — including India and the fourth
largest producer, Brazil — could see a signif-

icant decline in crop yields.

The study highlights, on the other hand,
that some countries — including Ecuador
(the largest exporter) and Honduras, as well
as a number of African countries — may see
an overall benefit in crop yields.

Why it matters

Bananas are recognised as the most im-
portant fruit crop, providing food, nutrition
and income for millions in both rural and ur-
ban areas across the globe. In Britain, for ex-

ample, more than five billion bananas are
purchased each year, and the United
Kingdom accounts for seven per cent of the
global export market, the University of Exeter
said in a statement.

Such international trade can play a piv-
otal role to local and national economies in
producing countries. For example, bananas
and their derived products constitute the
second largest agricultural export commod-
ity of Ecuador and Costa Rica, the University
statement said.

“We're very concerned about the impact
of diseases like Fusarium Wilt on bananas,
but the impacts of climate change have been
largely ignored. There will be winners and
losers in coming years, and our study may
stimulate vulnerable countries to prepare
through investment in technologies like ir-
rigation,” Dr Bebber said in the statement.

Dr Varma said: “An open exchange of
ideasis going to be critical going forward. We
believe practical solutions already exist, but
these are scattered across banana producing
countries. This knowledge exchange needs
to start now to counteract predicted yield
losses due to climate change.”

Screening all children for leprosy, TB: India’s disease burden, mission

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

ININDIA, screening for disease is usually as-
sociated with non-communicable rather
than communicable diseases. However,
since last month, India has embarked on a
large-scale plan to screen all children for
leprosy and tuberculosis. An estimated 25
crore children below the age of 18 will be
screened for the two infectious diseases,
andif a personis suspected to have either of
the two, s/he will be sent to a higher centre
for confirmation. The existing Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) infrastructure
will be used for the screening.

Why it is necessary

Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease
caused by Mycobacterium leprae. It usually
affects the skin and peripheral nerves, but
has a wide range of clinical manifestations.
The disease is characterised by along incu-
bation period that is generally 5-7 years. It
is a leading cause of permanent physical
disability. Timely diagnosis and treatment
of cases, before nerve damage has occurred,

Epﬂperu.ﬂelsa. com

is the most effective way of preventing dis-
ability due to leprosy.

Tuberculosis infection, caused by
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, is one of the
most common communicable diseases in
India, its transmission fuelled by unhy-
gienic, crowded living conditions. It is said
that most Indians carry the bacterium and
the infection flares up when their immu-
nity levels are low, like when they are mal-
nourished or suffering from conditions like
AIDS in which the body’s immune system is
compromised.

Both diseases are infectious and India
has a substantial burden — its tuberculosis
burden is the highest in the world. Children
tend to be more prone to catching infectious
diseases from their peers because of long
hours in confined spaces and more bodily
contact than in adults. Addressing the prob-
lem early would ensure that the infection
cycle is broken.

In case of leprosy, it could mean preven-
tion of disability. The programme would
also give preventive medication to people
who have come in contact with the con-
firmed cases.

For TB, India’s malnutrition burdenis an

An rally for awareness of leprosy in Chandigarh in 2014. Express Archive

additional risk factor. As per the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS)-4 (2015-16),
35.7 per cent children below age five are un-
derweight, 38.4 per cent are stunted (low
height for age) and 21 per cent are wasted

(low weight for height) in the country.

The burden in India

India eliminated leprosy in 2005 —
WHO defines elimination as an incidence

rate of less than one case per 10,000 popu-
lation. All states except Chhattisgarh and
the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli have eliminated leprosy. However,
1.15 lakh to 1.2 lakh new leprosy cases are
still detected every year, Health Ministry of-
ficials said.

TB kills an estimated 4,80,000 Indians
every year — an average over 1,300 every
day. India also has more than a million
“missing” cases every year that are not no-
tified. Most remain either undiagnosed or
unaccountably and inadequately diagnosed
and treated in the private sector. The prob-
lem in the latter case is that many of these
patients do not complete the full course of
the antibiotic, thus exposing the bacterium
to the medicine without fully killing it. This
is trigger enough for the bacterium to evolve
into a version of itself that is resistant to that
particular drug.

The mission focus

Launched in 2013 under the National
Health Mission, RBSK is focused on prevent-
ing disease and disability in children. “Child
Health Screening and Early Intervention
Services” basically refer to early detection

and management of a set of 30 health con-
ditions prevalent in children less than 18
years of age. These conditions are broadly
defects at birth, diseases in children, defi-
ciency conditions and developmental de-
lays including disabilities, together de-
scribed as 4Ds.

Until now, neither leprosy nor TB were
a part of the programme.

In 2017, India had set a target of elimi-
nation of leprosy by 2018, going by the
Budget speech that year. The deadline has
passed but leprosy remains a challenge in
a country that launched the National
Leprosy Eradication Programme way back
in 1955.

For tuberculosis, the global Sustainable
Development Goal target is to end the dis-
ease is 2030. However, there is a new ur-
gency in India’s TB control efforts since last
year, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi
suo motu advanced the deadline for India to
end TB to 2025. Speaking at the End TB
summit in 2018, Modi had said: “A target
has been set to end TB globally by 2030. I
would like to announce that we have set
aim to eradicate it from India five years
ahead, by 2025.”
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LET IT SLIDE

RBI must not intervene to break the rupee’s fall.
Aweak currency will help exports

N TUESDAY, THE rupee fell 1.36 per cent against the dollar, ending the day

atanearly 10-month low of 72.39. On Wednesday;, it recovered marginally,

closing at 72.12 against the dollar. Day-to-day fluctuations notwithstand-

ing, the rupee has weakened considerably in the recent past, declining by
around 4.7 per cent since July 31. Though the fall in the currency is not unique to India —
currencies of most emerging markets have weakened after the Chinese authorities al-
lowed the yuan to fall below the psychological mark of 7 per dollar — the rupee has weak-
ened more than the others. This decline in the currency is likely to spur calls for the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to step in to stem the decline.

Aweak currency will push up the import bill. It will also be inflationary. But the RBI should
resist from intervening in the currency market. It should allow the currency to slide. A weak
currency has its advantages in that it makes exports more competitive. Moreover, the ru-
pee’sdecline over the past month or sois driven by global as well as domestic factors. Globally,
the greenback has strengthened. On Tuesday, the dollar index hit a two-year high, rising to
99.37,its highest level since May 2017. Domestically, foreign investors have continued to pull
out money, even though the government has reversed its decision on the surcharge levied
on foreign investors. A slowing economy will only exacerbate such outflows but there is no
reason to panic. The evidence suggests that the rupee is overvalued. According to data from
the RBI, the 36-currency export-based real effective exchange rate (REER) stood at 119.54 in
July — indicating significant overvaluation. This overvaluation has affected the competitive-
ness of India’s merchandise exports which have remained almost stagnant in the recent past,
rising marginally to $330 billion in 2018-19 from $310 billion in 2014-15.In comparison, over
the same period, exports of countries like Vietnam and Bangladesh have surged.

With China allowing its currency to slide, other countries, which compete with China
in the export market are likely to follow suit. Competitive devaluation is a possibility. US
President Donald Trump also wants a weak dollar. In such a situation, the RBI should let
the currency slide. With private consumption collapsing, investment activity remaining
subdued, and the capacity of the government to stimulate the economy by increasing its
spending being limited, a weak currency, by improving the competitiveness of exports,
could provide much needed fillip to growth. While the RBI's stated policy is that it does
not target any particular level, the continued overvaluation of the rupee needs to be at-
tended to. Alongside, the government must address the structural issues that bring down
the competitiveness of India’s exports.

(GIVE AND TAKE

Law that sparked Hong Kong protests has been withdrawn,
opening up space for dialogue

N JUNE, AS the protests in Hong Kong gathered momentum, the city’s chief exec-

utive, Carrie Lam, suspended the Fugitive Offenders and Mutual Legal Assistance

in Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment) Bill 2019. As of Wednesday, the Bill

stands withdrawn. The proposed law, which would have allowed those accused of
criminal activity in Hong Kong to be extradited to mainland China, was the tinder that
sparked the protests which have challenged the authority of the Chinese state. Lam ad-
dressed another key demand of the protestors — the establishment of an independent
commission of inquiry into the use of force by the police against protestors. The question
now is whether these steps are too little and have come too late.

Over three months, the protests have grown into an anti-China, pro-democracy move-
ment. The extradition law was seen as an attack on the “one country, two systems” for-
mula that has allowed Hong Kong to maintain its special status and autonomy since it
acceded to China in 1997. While the protestors have attacked symbols of the Chinese state
— its flag, emblem, etc — the police and Chinese authorities have called them rioters and
accused them of showing “signs of terrorism”. The authorities have also been accused of
brutality by the protesters. Two of the major demands of the protestors — amnesty for
those arrested during the protests and direct elections for the chief executive’s office —
remain bones of contention. What the current concessions by Lam, backed by the Chinese
government, provide is an opportunity for the protesters to take their movement from the
streets to the negotiating table.

Throughout the current protests, the spectre of the Tiananmen Square massacre of
1989 has lurked in the background. Then, as now, the Chinese economy and party-state was
ina period of transition, and a popular protest for democracy challenged the government
and communist party’s dominance. While Beijing has engaged in muscular rhetoric, it has
also affirmed its commitment to “one country, two systems”. For the Chinese government
as well as the leadership of the protests, it isimportant to realise the impact of the disrup-
tion of the last three months. According to IHS Markit Hong Kong, which tracks private
business activity in the city, private sector activity is the lowest it has been since 2009,
when the city was reeling from the effects of the global financial crisis. Beijing must now
use the subtlety of state-craft, of listening and give and take, not speak the language of
force. A sustained dialogue in and about Hong Kong is the only route to normalcy.

EXPELLIARMUS!

An obscure Tennessee cleric fondly hopes to disarm JK Rowling’s
magic by banning the Potter books from school libraries

OTHE AVERAGE tourist, Nashville, Tennessee, means rye whisky, Merle Haggard,

Johnny Cash, Bob Dylan, Jimi Hendrix and a hundred other names from the hall

of fame of American music — blues, country, folk, rock, the lot. To that august list,

the occult tourist may now add the name of the hitherto obscure Rev Dan Reehill.
On the advice of exorcists, this school priest in Nashville has banned librarians fromissuing
Harry Potter books to students, fearing that the young wizard’s spells are genuine and can
cause real manifestations in the space-time continuum. Such is the power of the internet,
that it has transmitted his bizarre story far and wide in a single day.

Reehill could have done it much easier and saved everyone a load of bother by sim-
ply yelling Potter’s most useful spell: “Expelliarmus!” There, we’ve gone and uttered it,
the word that literally says “expel arms” in a fancy sort of way, disarming opponents. And
it has had absolutely no effect on the ongoing arms race. No wonder Reehill didn’t use it.

We're treading on eggshells here, but JK Rowling’s spells are just dog Latin — classi-
cal-sounding constructions of English words, an engaging conceit that school students,
bored to death of amo-amas-amat (concerning love) and leo-leonis (concerning lions),
have used for generations to revenge themselves on their teachers. Outside the
Potterverse, a good Latin declension like dominus-domini (concerning the boss) is more
likely to reduce minds to pulp than plain expelliarmus. Declensions are nine words
longer and have a hypnotic, chant-like quality. In the old days, Reehill and his exorcists
would have been subjected to such things in the course of their education, and would
have sought refuge in dog Latin. But now that Latin is really a dead language, they only
have the fear of the unknown.

-

Epaper..nelss. com

Question is not whether public sector banks should be

big or small. It is: Do we need public sector banks?
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WORDLY WISE
OF COURSE IT IS HAPPENING INSIDE YOUR HEAD,
HARRY, BUT WHY ON EARTH SHOULD THAT MEAN
THAT IT IS NOT REAL?.—

ALBUS DUMBLEDORE (] K ROWLING)

DUVVURI SUBBARAO

THE FINANCE MINISTER’S announcement
last week of the merger of public sector
banks, coming in the wake of growth sink-
ing to a six-year low, was meant to be seen
as a big bang response to arresting the slow-
down. On the contrary, it's a needless dis-
traction.

In the short-term, the mergers will con-
tribute nothing towards engineering a
turnaround of the economy. Worse still, the
administrative and logistic challenges of
mergers will divert the mind space of bank
managements away from their most press-
ing task at the moment — of managing the
NPAs and aggressively looking for lending
opportunities. Down the line, bank staff
will be worrying, notwithstanding the fi-
nance minister’s assurance, about their
jobs and career prospects even as their
morale will be sapped by the complexity
of coping with a new banking culture and
new practices at a time when they should
be giving their undivided attention to
scouting for borrowers and improving
service delivery.

A follow-on question is this: Even if the
short-term outcome is not promising, are
mergers a net positive in the long term? That
is not unambiguously clear. While organic
mergers of banks motivated purely by busi-
ness considerations lead to efficiency gains,
whether arranged marriages of the type the
government is organising are a good thing
remains debatable.

On the positive side, large banks will en-
tail cost advantages by way of economies of
scale such as centralised back office process-
ing, elimination of branch overlap, eliminat-
ing redundancies in administrative infra-
structure, better manpower planning,
optimum funds management, and savings
in IT and other fixed costs. Large banks will
also be able to finance large projects on their
own even while staying within the pruden-
tial lending norms imposed by the regulator.

Isn’t the financial sector wide
enough and deep enough to
take care of financial
intermediation without the
government at the steering
wheel? Aren’t there better
uses for the government’s
mind space and its time?

On the flip side, the biggest argument
against big banks is that they can become too
big to fail. The financial sector is all inter-con-
nected and ariskin any part of the system is
arisk to the entire system. If a large bank
were to fail, it could bring down the whole
financial sector with it, as was evident from
the near death experience following the col-
lapse of Lehman Brothers in 2008, which
triggered the global financial crisis. No coun-
try can therefore afford the failure of a big
bank. The tacit knowledge that the sovereign
will be forced to rescue it encourages irre-
sponsible behaviour by big banks.

One of the important reforms in banking
regulation following the crisis was to curb
this moral hazard by requiring regulators to
identify systemically important financial in-
stitutions and subject them to higher capi-
tal requirements and more stringent regula-
tion. Indeed, the country’s largest bank, State
Bank of India, was categorised by the RBI as
asystemically important bank whose failure
can have big negative externalities. The pro-
posed mergers will increase this “too big to
fail risk”.

It will be tempting to argue that all our
public sector banks (PSBs), big or small, op-
erate in any case under an implicit sovereign
guarantee with a built-in moral hazard. There
is no additional risk from merging many small
banks into fewer large banks. On the other
hand, there could be efficiency gains.

This point can be debated but I do not
want to get into that. What [ want to do in-
stead is to use that to segue to a larger de-
bate which is that as far as PSBs are con-
cerned, the issue is not big or small, but
whether or not.

Banks were nationalised 50 years ago in
a different era, in a different context. In the
event, PSBs rendered commendable service
to the nation by deepening bank penetration
into the hinterland and implementing a va-
riety of anti-poverty programmes. PSB man-

agers, especially at the front end, were en-
trepreneurial, innovative and committed.
There were many factors responsible for
India moving from low income to low mid-
dle income, and financial intermediation by
PSBs has to find a place in that list.

Even asitacknowledges the contribution
of PSBs, the government needs to confront a
stream of $5 trillion questions. Do we still
need PSBs? Isn’t the financial sector wide
enough and deep enough to take care of fi-
nancial intermediation without the govern-
ment at the steering wheel? Aren’t there bet-
ter uses for the government’s mind space and
its time?

There is wide consensus that today’s eco-
nomic slowdown is due both to cyclical and
structural factors. By way of cyclical response,
the RBI has cut rates and the government has
announced a few measures like frontload-
ing expenditures and slashing some taxes.
Perhaps the RBI will ease further and the gov-
ernment will follow on with some more
measures. The most these can dois to lift the
growth rate to its potential.

But that will hardly make us a $5-trillion
economy. We will become a $5-trillion
economy not by growing at our current po-
tential growth rate but by raising it. That re-
quires structural reforms. The agenda for
structural reforms is now a daily staple of
our media discourse and there is no need
to rehash that here.

Structural measures will take time to
work their way through the system. But even
the announcement effect of structural re-
forms can be stunning. If, for example, the
government were to put out a roadmap for
giving up its majority stake in PSBs, it will go
along way in shoring up sentiment and get-
ting us off the block to a $5-trillion economy.
An idea whose time has come?

The writer is a former governor of the Reserve
Bank of India

CAPTAIN COOL

Arun Jaitley will be remembered for the economic reforms he ushered in

VINOD DHALL

IT WAS a sad day when, travelling overseas,
I heard the news of the death of Arun Jaitley.
His multiple health issues had already debil-
itated him for the last few years, and these
took his life. The country has lost a political
and professional stalwart. Earlier, the gov-
ernment had lost a respected and sobering
voice when he retired to his private home in
south Delhi, in stark contrast to the many
who cling to the post and its perks till their
last breath.

I had worked with Jaitley when I was
Secretary, Corporate Affairs and he was the
Minister for Law and Corporate Affairs. He is
one of the best ministers I worked with. Why
dolsay this? He was honest, both financially
and intellectually — somewhat rare in poli-
tics. He never once asked me to do anything
inappropriate, never even discussed any such
thought or proposal.

His sharp mind instantly dived to the core
of anissue — that may have led some people
to feel frustrated with his “short attention
span”. He read people and their character in-
sightfully. Earlier, he had early once discussed
with me about the weaknesses of a senior
officer in my team at the ministry. That offi-
cer’s habits soon unraveled a few months
into my tenure at the ministry, and on one
occasion when he reached out to the PMO
without permission, the minister and [ were
compelled to have him bundled out of the
ministry.

Sometimes, there was a certain brusque-
ness to his behaviour which could be misun-
derstood as rudeness. Even I was appalled
when two top partners of a global consul-
tancy came to meet him and I had been
asked to be present. He almost ignored the

His record as finance
minister is to many
observers a mixed legacy,
mainly due to the fallout
from measures such as
demonetisation (which
damaged the economy in
ways that the government
apparently failed to foresee)
and the government’s
disagreements with RBI
Governor Raghuram Rajan.
However, demonetisation
was in all probability not a
Jaitley initiative or his
voluntary decision.

presence of the number two whom Rajat
Gupta had brought along, apparently be-
cause he had been a previous acquaintance
of Jaitley.

One of the country’s top lawyers, Jaitley
was nothing short of brilliant on the floor of
Parliament; his eloquence and fluency were
ina class of their own. On the debating floor,
he was a formidable adversary who could
demolish in a few pithy, and sometimes
sharp remarks, the opposite argument with
consummate ease.

One of the pleasures of working with
Jaitley was in the way he reposed trustin you
and relied on your advice. There was this un-
derlying comfort that if you were in the right,
he was with you. He was willing to put his
formidable influence and argumentation be-
hind any reform or new idea. Politics never
entered into the discussions about policies,
though his passionate belief in his political
ideas occasionally and momentarily surfaced
in informal conversations.

He was the minister when the
Competition Bill was introduced in
Parliament. Years later, when he returned to
power, this time as finance minister, people
approached him about the high penalties be-
ing imposed by the Competition
Commission, and he remarked to me that
may be we had brought in the new Act too
early. I pointed out that the penalties may
appear high, but were insignificant com-
pared to the harm caused to the economy
and to the consumers by cartels and abusive
monopolies. Notwithstanding his reserva-
tions about the high penalties, he willingly
wrote the foreword to the second edition of
my book on competition law.

His record as finance minister is to many
observers a mixed legacy, mainly due to the
fallout from measures such as demonetisa-
tion (which damaged the economy in ways
that the government apparently failed to
foresee) and the government’s disagree-
ments with RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan.
However, demonetisation was in all proba-
bility not a Jaitley initiative or his voluntary
decision. On the apparent tiff with the RBI
governor, I cannot claim any inside knowl-
edge, but to me it was likely an honest dis-
agreement between the RBI and the finance
ministry on what the economy needed at
that point in time. Nonetheless, true to his
persona, he was entirely civil and discreet in
handling the disputes — unlike US President
Donald Trump, whose uncharitable remarks
about the US Fed Governor Jerome Powell
are public knowledge. On the other hand, un-
der Jaitley’s captaincy, the finance ministry
delivered a host of measures that had other-
wise been hanging fire for years — GST, in-
solvency law, DBT of subsidies, FDI liberalisa-
tion, etc. The high regard and respect that he
enjoyed across the political spectrum was
reflected in his ability to harness all state gov-
ernments and parties to back reforms such
as GST. He will be or should be remembered
for many of these bold measures whose
long-term benefits to the Indian economy
will be visible in due course of time.

Arun Jaitley, statesman, legal luminary;,
true son of the soil, may your soul rest in
peace.

The writer is a former secretary, Government
of India and head of the Competition
Commission of India
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AssaM CM QUITS

PUSHED CLOSELY TO defeat on the floor of
the state assembly, Assam Chief Minister
Golap Borbora tendered the resignation of
his 541-day old Janata Ministry to the
Governor of the Northeastern states LP Singh
on September 4. Contrary to his earlier dec-
laration, Borbora did not recommend the dis-
solution of the Assembly and holding of a
midterm poll. Minutes after the Assembly,
which was discussing the Opposition no-
confidence motion against the Borbora
Ministry, adjourned for the lunch recess, the
chief minister, accompanied by the PWD
Minister Dulal Chandra Barua, drove to the
Circuit House, where the Governor is camp-

ing, and handed over the resignation letter.

JANATA (S) CONFIDENT

THE JANATA (S) chief, Raj Narain, that if his
party came to power. “we will change the
Constitution to remove the glaring political,
economical and social disparities in the
country”. He told journalists he was opti-
mistic of his party and the alliance getting a
two-thirds majority in the coming poll. “If
there are any obstructions in the way of im-
plementing our programme, we will remove
them.” He said his party would not like to let
down those who had given it the responsibil-
ity. “We changed the government, created a
situation for the dissolution or the Lok Sabha

and a mid-term poll. We will now see that
we give a good Government to people,” he
declared.

TIBET VISIT

FIVE REPRESENTATIVES OF the Dalai Lama,
including his elder brother, have met with
Chinese leaders and are expected to visit
their Tibetan homeland this month.
Diplomatic sources tonfirmed the official
Tibetan visit, the first since the abortive
Tibetan revolt against China in 1959. The
Chinese Foreign Minister has had no com-
menton the visit. There has been spculation
about a visit by the Dalai Lama himself, but it
has not been confirmed.
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Teachers must have their day

They are not loyal soldiers, nor cogs in a bureaucratic machine.
They must be free to be wanderers. And poets and philosophers

WA
[ !...ﬁlr‘

AVIJIT PATHAK

FROM YAJNAVALKYA CONVERSING with
Maitreyi in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad to
Rabindranath Tagore seeking to make a dif-
ferenceina “poet’s school”, from MK Gandhi
evolving with the children in Tolstoy Farmin
South Africa to Paulo Freire nurturing the vi-
sion of a “dialogic” teacher: The great ideals
and practices have always given a meaning
to the vocation of teaching. However, ideals
fall apart in the difficult times we live in.

Even though on Teachers’ Day we will re-
peat the usual rhetoric (“teachers are our no-
blest gurus”), the fact is that as teachers we
have lost almost everything that is positive
about the vocation. Yes, some of us are coach-
ing centre “gurus”, or the traders of “knowl-
edge capsules”, selling the packages of “suc-
cess”. Some of us are mere “service
providers”, disseminating the bundles of job-
oriented technical skills, and further promot-
ing the commodification of education that
transforms young learners into mere con-
sumers. And some of us are just “subject ex-
perts”, or routinised role-performers “cover-
ing” the syllabus, taking the exams and
grading the students.

Let there be no illusion. Ours is a society
that devalues the vocation of teaching; and
no wonder, it also reproduces a system in
which quite often wrong people join the vo-
cation. Demotivated teachers, or teachers on
election/census duty, or tired/exhausted
teachers with poor salary, continually con-
trolled by the principal or the school man-
agement — this is the harsh reality.

There could be many reasons for this sad
state of affairs. However, I wish to stress on
three factors. First, the dominant culture of
learning in our educational institutions

negates the possibility of an intellectually en-
riched and ethically sensitive relationship be-
tween the teacher and the student. The re-
currence of rote learning in over-crowded
classrooms, the ritualisation of non-imagi-
native examinations and “summer projects”,
the sole emphasis on the quantification of
performance, thereby negating the signifi-
cance of all qualitative/non-measurable ex-
periences — everything transforms the
teacher into a mere mediator between the
prescribed “texts” and the learners. Under
this system, no flower can bloom, no
Nachiketa can emerge, and the ideal of the
teacher, as Sri Aurobindo would have imag-
ined, as being a catalyst making the young
mind aware of the possibilities implicit in
him/her, would be considered as laughable.

Second, in an age that worships technoc-
racy and market-driven solutions, teachers
as philosophers, inspirers and life-transfor-
mative agents would not be appreciated.
Techno-managers come with a discourse of
education that privileges the cult of the
“measurable outcome” (not the inexplica-
ble ecstasy of the expansion of horizons),
“efficiency” (not wonder, or the non-utili-
tarian quest for learning), and “relevance”
as dictated by the market (not any deeper
quest). It is, therefore, not surprising if the
teacher is reduced to a supplier of “data” —
the “outcome” of the courses taught, the
identifiable “skills” learned by the student,
and the “impact factor” of the papers he/she
has published.

Imagine the absurdity. Is it possible to
measure the “outcome” or “productivity”
of a class in which a professor of literature
invokes Saadat Hasan Manto, and recalls
the traumatic memory of gendered vio-
lence implicit in the ideology of commu-
nalism? Is it possible to identify the “skills”
a student learns in a history class in which
the professor narrates the tales of Gandhi
walking through the villages of Noakhali in
19467 It is sad that with the triumph of a
techno-managerial orientation to educa-
tion, teachers would lose the very meaning
of their vocation.

Yes, in the coming years, like “disciplined”

The dominant culture of
learning in our educational
institutions negates the
possibility of an
intellectually enriched and
ethically sensitive
relationship between the
teacher and the student. The
recurrence of rote learning in
over-crowded classrooms,
the ritualisation of non-
imaginative examinations
and ‘summer projects’, the
sole emphasis on the
quantification of
performance, thereby
negating the significance of
all qualitative/non-
measurable experiences —
everything transforms the
teacher into a mere mediator
between the prescribed
‘texts’ and the learners.

factory workers, they would wear special
uniforms, get the structure of lectures ap-
proved by the “higher authority”, subject
themselves to the ever-expanding ma-
chineries of surveillance, and obey the in-
structions and commands emanating from
the castle of bureaucrats. This dystopia may
not be altogether unreal.

Third, a political culture that seems to be
inclined towards a totalitarian discourse
would not be conducive to the growth of crit-
ical consciousness, creative ideas, dissenting
voices and self-reflexive journeys. There is
aninherent anti-intellectualism in such pol-
itics. With “nationalism”, “patriotism” and
“cultural pride”, we may be asked to be
“loyal”. Hence, as the message would be con-
veyed, it is not a good idea if a teacher en-
courages what Freire would have regarded
asa“problem posing education”, or if, forin-
stance, she asks her students to write a paper
on the social construction of a macho “sav-
iour” through the 24x7 “patriotic” television
news channels and instantaneity of
Facebook and Twitter. Think of it. The vice-
chancellor of aleading central university has
already expressed his desire to install a mil-
itary tank on campus to induce “patriotism”
among students. Yet another vice-cancellor
has argued in the Science Congress that
“Kauravas were test-tube babies”. As teach-
ers, we work under the shadow of such “ed-
ucationists”. Who can stop our fall?

Yet, I believe, we have to resist, and with
our rebellion as prayer, we have to strive for
life-affirming education. We ought to re-
new faith in the very meaning of the voca-
tion of teaching. No, we are not “loyal sol-
diers”; nor are we cogs in a bureaucratic
machine. We are wanderers. We are explor-
ers. We are poets, philosophers, thinkers,
visionaries. And unless we begin to trust
ourselves, none can save us, and heal the
wound caused by an unholy alliance of
techno-managers and practitioners of what
Herbert Marcuse would have regarded as
“one-dimensional” thought.

Canit be our pledge on Teachers’ Day?

The writer is professor of sociology at JNU
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(2°) No panacea
iL Law for new medical regulator persists with old tendency of centralisation
SURAJIT NUNDY

ON AUGUST 1, the Rajya Sabha passed the
National Medical Commission Bill which
seeks to replace the Medical Council of India
Act, 1956. This Bill seeks to replace the selec-
tion process of the governors of the MCI —
currently, by and large, medical practitioners
elected by state-level peers — with governors
who will mostly be medical practitioners
nominated by the Central Government. Inits
opposition to this bill, the Indian Medical
Association has said that “the autonomy of
the medical profession and the watch-dog
roleit should play. will be lost..It will only lead
toautocracy in these institutions.” Many doc-
tors have also risen up in protest against this
Bill because a clause allows work by health
professionals. But that is misguided opposi-
tion borne of the sense that doctors do special
work and, therefore, should regulate them-
selves autonomously.

[ am a doctor licensed and trained at US
educational institutions like the Harvard
Medical School who, returned to Indiain 2009
to contribute to his home country.I had started
medical practice by volunteeringamongst the
underserved inrural Chhatisgarh and in Delhi
and needed a licence, so I approached the
Medical Council of India (MCI). The MCI was
then embroiled in a scandal — a massive cor-
ruption had been unearthed at its very high-
est level and a new, temporary board of gov-
ernors had been installed. I tried as best as |
could and, even though I was lucky to be liv-

epaper'.ne'ss. com

ing in Delhi, it took me four years and nearly 50
spirit-deadening visits to the MCI office to fi-
nally get my licence.

This physician self-regulation harms
Indians. Starting with training, being a doctor
in the US involved me having to stay up all
night ensuring that everything relevant was
done for the patient and documenting those
activities. The reason was a system of account-
ability — I could easily get sued for not provid-
ing the best care. And crucially, this also en-
sured that my providing good care was the
responsibility of other people. Medical errors
are estimated tokill 250,000 people every year
in the US, the third largest cause of death in
the country. While there is no comparable
data in India, it is likely that many more peo-
ple die here because of the absence of ac-
countability. When errors happen in the US,
patients are empowered to seek redress from
doctors. Butin India, medical services are not
under the Consumer Protection Act. This en-
sures that the patient and their kin can’t have
their say and the incentive to hold someone
accountable dies away. As a result, while
nearly 5,000 US doctors have a disciplinary
procedure in different state boards every year,
in India the centralised MCl reports that only
96 have been blacklisted in the last 60 years
(none since 2014 ). This system of unaccount-
ability has ensured that while there are some
extremely good, dedicated doctors in India,
most of those I come across act in a manner

more accountable to their own pockets than
to the well-being of their patients.

Since Independence, goal-setting by afew
at the Centre has hurt us by restricting the
number of providers at the periphery. From
the Bhore Committee of 1946 to the “High
Level Expert Group” of 2010, goals like a 75-
bedded hospital per 20,000 people, or increas-
ing spending for universal health coverage
have seemed worthy but never implemented.
After more than 70 years of Independence, we
are still in a position where we have only 1
doctor per 1,700 Indians, far less than the
WHO standard of 1 per 1000 people. Even
those doctors aren’'t where the diseases are (in
some rural areas theratiois less than 1 doctor
per 80,000 people) and the vast majority of
Indians therefore do not have adequate cover-
age. Many successive committees at the
Centre have set other worthy goals while be-
moaning the state of Indian health system but
have not been held accountable to the imple-
mentation and achievement of those goals
while people continue to suffer and die. Inde-
veloped countries, many of the health regu-
lators are not medical practitioners — health
is not something special that only experts un-
derstand, power and accountability in health
need to be devolved.

Healthcare in India is mostly practiced by
non-physicians because we will never have
enough physicians. Like other developing
democracies, we have a shortfall of certified

providers. There is a clause in the NMC bill,
strongly opposed by the IMA, that seeks to
allow upto 3.5 lakh “community health
providers” to carry out some “mid-level”
healthcare functions but that number is too
small since some surveys estimate that we
have as many as 50 lakh uncertified
providers, four to five times as many as doc-
tors, that fill the need unmet by certified
providers. Accepting this reality, we work to
improve the quality of many of these
“Bangali doctors” (it helps because I am
Bengali and, technically, one too) and have
found them to be dedicated to their patients,
eager to improve their skills and, importantly,
answerable to their patients and local elected
representatives.

Ever since Independence, centralised
self-regulation of health has resulted in
power and the practice of medicine being
concentrated in the hands of a certified few.
The NMC Bill continues that unfortunate
centralisation but has allowed a token few
uncertified providers to practice. Some doc-
tors are protesting against even this in mis-
guided self-interest but there are many oth-
ers who believe that in order to make
healthcare work for us all, we must devolve
health practice and its regulation to us all.

The writer is the founder of Raxa, an artificial
intelligence platform to improve the quality
of carein India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The prime minister (Boris Johnson) intuitively understands that hard-Brexit

chaos will sustain his

premiership. He

must be stopped.”
— THE GUARDIAN

Escaping the
Kashmir trap

India’s abrogation of Article 370 is an opportunity
for Pakistan to redefine its nationalism

LAK DEVASHER

COUNTER-INTUITIVE AND strange it may
seem, but the events of August 5,2019, when
the Narendra Modi government revoked the
special status of Jammu and Kashmir pro-
vided by Article 370, could be a game
changer for Pakistan. Whatever Pakistan
may continue to claim, the fact is that the
Indian Jammu and Kashmir is no longer a bi-
lateral issue. As Pakistan gets used to the new
reality, it could have a huge opportunity.

Kashmir has been the bedrock of Pak
nationalism for decades with slogans such
as “Kashmir banega Pakistan”, “unfinished
agenda of Partition”, “Pakistan’s jugular”,
“core issue with India”, reminding
Pakistanis of its centrality. Kashmir ac-
quired greater salience after the creation of
Bangladesh shredded the two-nation the-
ory. Pakistan needed another crutch and
that crutch became the “nazaria-i-
Pakistan” (Ideology of Pakistan) of which
Kashmir was an integral part. As L Ziring
puts it: “All of Pakistan was made hostage
to the Kashmir conundrum.” The Kashmir
card became, and continues to be, an in-
dustry in Pakistan and many have thrived
onit, developing a vested interest in its con-
tinuation. It enabled the Pakistan army to
dominate the polity, it allowed the politi-
cians to burnish their nationalistic creden-
tials, the religious lobby could fan anti-
Hindu sentiments, and the hapless
Pakistani got a break on the various
“Kashmir Solidarity Days”.

Perhaps the best explanation for
Pakistan’s obsession with Kashmir was pro-
vided by Z A Bhutto in his The Myth of
Independence (1969) when he wrote: “If a
Muslim majority area can remain a part of
India, the ‘raison d’etre of Pakistan collapses.
For the same reasons, Pakistan must con-
tinue unremittingly her struggle for the
rights of self-determination.” Though
hanged by the army, Bhutto’s enunciation
became the foundation of Pakistan’s
Kashmir policy. Not surprisingly, Pakistan
has spent the last seven decades in revan-
chist schemes like the “raiders” in 1947, “in-
filtrators” in 1965, and “freedom fighters”
since 1989 and especially in Kargil, in 1999.
All of these have borne no fruit except toin-
jectajihadi culture and radicalise society.

With its nationalist narrative built over
decades having been shattered, Pakistan is
hitting out in every direction using overt and
covert means. Prime Minister Imran Khan'’s
threatening speeches, his articlein The New
York Times, warning to explore all possible
options, moves in the Security Council, re-
activating terrorists are just samples.

However, once the dust settles and
Pakistan realises that the events of August
5are afaitaccompli and not going to be re-

ing to assess the implications of what has
happened and reconsider its policies.

For one, its existence will no longer be
hostage to the Kashmir issue. For another,
there would be no justification for the army
to dominate the security and foreign pol-
icy architecture or claim such a major
chunk of scarce resources. Third, Pakistan
would no longer need the jihadi terrorists
and their support infrastructures and so
eliminate the possibility of being black-
listed by the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) or be known internationally as a ter-
rorist hub. Gradually, Pakistani society
could even reclaim the moderate space that
it has surrendered to jihadi elements.

Due to the centrality of the Kashmir is-
sue in Pakistan for decades, the nature of
the state itself has changed. From being a
“development state” till the mid-1970s,
Pakistan has become a “security state” sub-
sequently. As a result, economic develop-
ment ceased to be the primary agenda of
the state. Thus, during the 1970s, the real
rate of growth of development expendi-
ture was 21 per cent per annum and the
rate of growth of defence expenditure was
2 per cent. During the 1980s, the rate of
growth of development expenditure
crashed seven-fold to 3 per cent and the
rate of growth of defence expenditure es-
calated almost five-fold to 9 per cent. As a
percentage of GDP, development expendi-
ture has been falling from 9 per centin the
1970s to 7.3 per centin the 1980s to 4.7 per
centin the 1990s and to 3.5 per cent in the
first decade of the millennium to 1.8 per
centin 2018-19. Expenditure on education
and health was a paltry 0.25 and 0.5 per
cent of GDP respectively in 2018-19 and has
further declined to 0.17 and 0.02 per cent
for 2019-20.

That Pakistan’s economy is on a slippery
slope is well-known and documented. Just
by freeing itself of the Kashmir obsession
and the resultant financial commitments,
Pakistan would be in a position to divert
scare resources to long-term critical devel-
opment activities. One example would suf-
fice. According to Pakistani experts, the
country could become an absolute water
scarce country by 2025 (six years from now)
when the per capita availability of water will
drop to below 500 m3 per annum. To tackle
this looming catastrophe, Pakistan needs to
provide at least 10 per cent of the federal
Public Sector Development Programme
(PSDP) to the water sector, gradually in-
creasing it to 20 per cent by 2030. The real-
ity is, however, that due to lack of funds only
3.29 per cent of PDSP was provided for in
2018-19 for the water sector.

There is no doubt that for the Pakistani
leadership, and especially the army, to re-
duce the salience of, let alone jettison, the
Kashmir cause would be extremely diffi-
cult, unpopular and politically dangerous.
It would require extraordinary courage, de-
termination and leadership, qualities in
short supply at present. Yet, the choice is
stark. Without doing so, Pakistan would ac-
celerate its march towards the abyss.

The writer is member, National Security

versed, it would have a considerable open- Advisory Board
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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RESPONDS LETTER OF THE
APROPOS THE article, ‘On a Shaky WEEK AWARD

Foundation’ (IE, September 4) by
Gopal Sankaranarayanan — a lawyer
for one of the petitions challenging the
dilution of Article 370, Soayib Querishi
vs Union of India — the spokesperson,
Ministry of Home Affairs, says:
President’s rule was applied under
Article 356 on 19/12/18. Original pro-
visions under Article 356 allow it to ex-
ist for six months from the date of the
second of the resolutions approving
the proclamation. The subsequent
changes to Article 356 (4) through the
42nd and 44th Constitutional amend-
ments were not made applicable to
Jammu and Kashmir. Therefore, the
original provision of Article 356 (4)
was applicable to Jammu and Kashmir.
The proclamation dated 19th
December 2019 was approved by Lok
Sabha on 28th December 2018 and
Rajya Sabha on 3rd January 2019.
Therefore, the proclamation of the
President’s rule was due to expire on
3 July 2019, ie six months from 3rd July
2019. Lok Sabha on 28/6/19 and Rajya
Sabhaon 1/7/19 approved the contin-
uance of the proclamation of the
President’s Rule for a further period of
six more months beyond 3rd July 2019.
Thus this proclamation was within the
provisions of Article 356 as applicable
to Jammu and Kashmir.

ONE-SIDED BILL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The heal-
ing touch’ (IE, September 4). The draft
bill put in the public domain by the
Ministry of Health addresses the prob-
lem from the standpoint of the doctor.

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

But cases of medical negligence are not
infrequent.Doctors often prescribe un-
necessary tests.

Ajinkya Pawar, New Delhi

WHAT ABOUT NAVY?

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The
world’s most happening place’, (IE,
September 4). The Indian Ocean is the
theatre of a changed geopolitical situ-
ation. Butis India ready to take advan-
tage of this? A powerful navy is must to
defend our borders and marine trade
routes. Unfortunately the navy’s
budget this year was slashed by about
5 per cent.

Vasant Nalawade, Satara




i%lﬁelﬂé@é o7% feeeft | 5 frdax 2019 TRAR

HUTGhIT 5

forea wse

Y 12 3icb 171

sifefes Tifafafir b1 srcberet

=] ford = =t wgedt foaEt § Hehe
Be] 3cte (S =t gfg < H o
fRree 3 stftenter faveroeni =1 afea
oo € 1 eria-< fommet & gfg X s
THEE W M 1 3R faxiia sl &
T T A ST &, WY T ISR

SR EM H S QA B § SHHT T
ifeTa sk o off gear € | TSR
=ifa = =1 Y a1 il fafafet

frolg & gt ® foF onfds =3 &
HHTAS 1 SATTaehd] © 3127eT &1 |
g = ot 3TIfedeh =I5k <l O o1 Hehell
¥ 1 38 UhR Afe Sl o Hifgew Aifa
TaESH | siferes wfsmaan fomm ok
UM 3R stishel R e & w@
@ off JEa SR

<fer wifser fifa <t an &= famfeat
q frse wd © @fay sufusies
el W Fdwar Afara somsE #i
R 0D el Wehdl ® | 3HY TS

=R I8 i oear § T TR fha
TS I B 1 STTHM T Fehalt
719t gfg & it wfq & sg

AR Hifger Aifa & fou off soe T
el % | i e S

STAH @Al § A TR 3T T
3TAT ! WA X Tohlt § 3IR a7

ST | 3Tl o Aifses fifa afafa
+ IO ol dIed gU T | Hifera
T H 35 ITMYR ekl bl Hrdl HL i
EYT Y | Tedted < 1S fob 25 STER 3iehi
%1 HAIdl Fgd A FaT 3R 50 SMER

el T I Sgd e AT ST |
376l 98 Teltel Sf ST Hehdll § fo TR A
o ST I STIHM o1 Al 50 STER 3Tehi
1 A IS Fga A6 Tl A
ST | e gfg o RO GIERIA T

H G | 3|0 & AU I Th R
TIS[e1 THENS 1 gt Y foran Sy
F ST Hehadw 7l Thdl § | IR
feeRifies STt stihel & IRt 8 H

TR At FHH o1 & | ETeAifeh SREeE
A 3= eIl Il Hohdehi bl ShiHal
iR foman iR =gy fod o & ferg
gfg STTAMI I 10 SR ek AR
6.9 TITa! Y T | 3t YR o |
THd aee | ot 9 § = H h
I TR TR AT | $HH T HIS[G
& ifehd WIS 36 WA o fe=h o
T ot | = TR W < 1 A iR
ifa frmtar S & fere =@t sgar g
o 9 enfefer nifafafers s gt e

g3l 1 3IcaTeH, ared fashl, R I,
R Tt et 31 Yot e e € 1
eteTd, Biferan {ehie oam € for
SRS ol g 3R YRR o Hh
STTHM T o fIT 310 Higel W &

Tt S % HR WSS © Ay
5T ek Teh HHfohd Yashich T HM
L GHdl & 1 AT gTerd o1 Siee
e T T 1 gfen R H S o ygE
THhdhl ol TETEd 9 3Tefeaen &t
BTCTd T 3TThet hid § 31 STt
Hfqai TR d € | AR oft 3=
reraT STt Hehdeh! o1 TRTHAT oIdl © |
3T Blferan anfties A o el T §
for 399 <91 & fou ws wmfaes enfds
Hehash W &9 fFa1 € | 3HH ST

AT I | TTeAifeh o fomita deem
3T e ki o TeTT S i oot Seermi
T TN S & S 3R S erwanedt
T T HEF Sk TH SRR 1 G410
F GHfRT Ghidh TR HL N TS
T | & 8 3R 319 STfeehiies e
3R TS SR A <l Hiferd T et
ek TSR ot TH <l I8 HEAT |
39 foun # yarg fan S =nfew =it
TEH S S o e g Aifa
TR A B off gerr fert |

d1¢ fola o1 b oToifid
H dedrd STl

YRd bl TIRFRIfqehT HHRA &b 3Iad! W HRdel 31 &R 310a

EICTTd b f&Ed T 3ot GIciol bl oifid & | T 38 & fafex oma

W H a¢ &I Tga wd
et sig+ o |1 & SR
TR < Sty Iiade W)

HTd 3T ¢ | AT, HIE! T act

T ¥ Hare @el g1 © fF gn

IR el &1 7T T Ed s &
THY U 9gd Sog derd ekl |

TG W HATEE YT 81 Il ¢ | AR
T 9 ST | ST o1 faawor wg
A S g § Hifa-fatarstt
R el ot el ST Ut € R o
ool §9F ¥ wifard GURi Sl ] i |
el GERI < B T g1 Afaafte &t
FAI % X YAl Sl HH FH ohd
T AR SEg T A B

IRd § ag Aifd w1 FRfeg
ST gEEl W W R
fersmeTentar Sl o STeiren YR 3 3791
JfeEr & ga-&5 § 35,000 feharex
o qedy off I ¥ | sifeRd eRa
T % WY TE THE AR oY TR
Bt T 1 2008 H ToeR ot gt
T % Tk S 3k | qead 22 9
BRI T ! Hid 3R 33 @R @l
I faenfid S UeT o1 | BTeTd 9% ©
o SR foeR # =iy Td qesy Iy
S < SES[E ATSE] o o6 § 379
Th dG-YHIfad Selehl ®Hia 200
TRIGS 9@ T © | STRT HRU ARG
T § o 789 et § 99 a9 9
T Rt TR faek et sfed g1
T IR 7 <7 wE ga- 4 oft T
a1 € | ShTE) Tt H qesl & werd
TAS Aehd ¥4 H 9¢ TE ¢ | hrdt
T qeT5e 9 1 Teh o9e T8 Wi ¥
b aIgTa & U geTrent | Al o1 vy

the T © IR 3G faeie ®9
it ¥ | et oo # 7<) 92 % STuE
et aftqat s & off < =g &t
e T Seg T T E |

¢ JaEE & IR H AR TS
1 A sirafTaferes wa 4 et s
Hehdl € | T8 IRA & ST ST
1803 | &L 1956 h SR o1 o7
1 TR fohT T GANT 1 A=A
T § T =18 gttt o8 W enfya
W e § arg-gHifad yur H
q=rel g1 4 | SArufafine e o
freieo @1 foem srot wafaa =
AW R TS U WHITTEr B
[ H T@d gU TR 37T o | Jod
TRl SHifen Seet & o STHiA ol god
o= o fore 71 & e gl §
BT FY T T & | AIREL TSR
T AT Hied HI 1858 H SwIE
Teehl o |l o ToTQ e T o |
IR Ig FeAHh Feheu 1 I9 ht off
o ‘Toft Seer gemeRl bt g IR
T T € GHIHM i Sed et g 11
39 U4 o1 Haere ¢ fob el § o
T SRS Td Had gfd s
T & fore 3% freifad wd fafafaa
TR ST o ST&Rd © | I8 HITXOT STorgo
B B off WA ¥ &7 +ff 5t Aifd
w1 T et ¥

Y9 wTe &1 39 forea =1 fovg
e faeTsife T T T T Fohd
¥ 2 weer, foum & g Sy@t &t
TWE el AR 5t =k | fafa=
SIS I ST-Fagal HI A=
TR | T TR e | 3T o o
% I H BH Y Gl HHH Hehdl
& | TR R Tt et # oo se
AE T SWES H 2013 H oTE
foRTRT 91g &t TE Hid & 916
ot T e & 3 sTet e 21
i 3Tefiod R et <t T 1 I 3

Y& B % TE 31 S8l % HIH 8
T @Iett 311 9 o1g hre] H Te7 | forelt
off g3a # g9 sAfuskie =iy A qr
=g = fom forsTell See o Hhog
= U ¥ $IR wTg R ghen
ST A BT © | TR ST geat
form faum & S afea 3 @ &
o 9% el ¢ T ol & SawE &
T JeE | 916 i AR ot q7Ew
M 1 1 T § | 7, 2006 |
d, 2015 § =T 3T 2016 H foRR
T 3T 9g | 37 STarl &1 e
TET off | ST JsieF i dehfedeh
T ST ST Hehell © | T hi 144
foReiHiex dell Tagel 7ol Wl o
EEEPIE RS R AR b UEaS 1 pf
JoTelt Rl I8 e aa fo € | wifer
ESAfRT Td 9HTS STl & Tk
T A 39 ol W o Sl oh S
] Jehfedeh Yeie TOHIT T @TehT
TR fohan & 7R T= rafSieh Tmsiar
% 9 T 92 AR % 9l B
faremreht 3 off 38 whefa < <t & 1 E
SIS % HEHHY ST229 Td <9
o SO ! S € |

WEH TEA Seehl | A&t A1 TR
I TG S FTe] I o JTehiae A
oI B 4 off a1e i fasfifer st
¥ | 7 STl =l Teh dR 316G Y
T R I I TR SR SR THRT
faemg fewsr sm@m? o9 2000 H
e, 2001 W STEHSEIE, 2003,
2009 TE 2010 H feeedt, 2004, 2015
Td 2017 H 98, 2007 H hiclehm,
2014 ¥ TERTE, i Ta FTR 3R
2017 H faeasaq &1 91¢ 96
ISR R | IR & H g H A”
foafaen oiadH § 1 59 a8 o 5 €
o 1980 & 91k H =15 | 600 9 off
Ak Be-a8 TaHd 9 wifehd 3Tt
7g Tem uh-faer off e w T
SoUEE § o T 15 T § T H W
3,245 FFEAX SHIA TH & IHI T
STETE H 1960 F AR H 262 Hiel gaT
A o AR 2T 10 el & o ae
T T T € 1 g8 1 A el S
el STAH Al ST Gagwd gl §
S B2 S ST TR 1 AT
T [ T8 1 W &4 il SR dretrait

ST-TR &t | € et § | femmer
Td Uiyt " & Aee 9iaw §
STy T FIE BS TR AT
Fraior S =reH | YEIeT 1 W]
FHIHT = T 7 | TG MefTa 3R
1 T qiitfefaent i eefaad
T SR 3Teh T < STTHA e
I TR A hY T HL bt
%l (’1r°h"| 9 YHdile aﬁ [GRILESIES
TS foht 19 | & sarehl | @A
A ST kT A SR S € |

TR Afasa 3R 3 ToRsie F
T SAINY F oh & S g7 oA
Trehmit =1 ag Fi=ro H SRt ARTEH
TR

FHIITRTH, wed, = Iifaas,
ToreRT, Wetew, Herer TR =gt aeft
IRl | g WA = @ § T 20t wd
T 91Ee Thed i T2ATE 9gH % 9

TiRRefae! = Sier feedr ) & qe
=EC | 3 I Ihid o A1 ATt
frgior 3R =<t & fou off e aren

Y off W 91d 98 © T
% stferenier Sty afvee = # € U
g | fosieft 3earea &t 7 iR a1g
fresor st eAfardar & o= o eaRd

T o 9 W § | uRa ot
i fEfaent < 37 STgal § 919 X
Ih! WFGIA 1 ST BT o fedme
o Hehell § |

Hord BraT ® | SeeTEd ferstelt Saared
< fau a4l o SRl § 9T 9
! ST BIdl & STeifeh SIS <l Ty

(% forg T RS F
TR & SR ST ST & e

TIFHE)

arG o1&l &chichd WHSol

@rﬁmaa?ﬁ?ﬂ ST IR

JITETE &S 99 Tl ©
wfer =g fordlt o it T
amfefsr ifq st givamg Tt
Bl ekl | g@ i o4 € T
TR <9 H Fw T\ € g
TSR 37 T € | 9 qoh <
i fofa wfshen o snfae <
T Afo= & AW H
TN T 1 q9 T Tohet
oft YR 1 MM 32T &
Hiferd BIaT W |
feard o1 @ o6 &0 SRt
g9 ¥ 9 9d ® ® R
refafer § <9 Y etefereTen
T GUR ST | 8 TH a1
¥ S 39 e 1 FeTan <l
& T ST, Teled Wad
HiT, €1 9NN, 99 Sl AN
q ST @Y ofg | oig =

1 WHN HT A R Al

T T i Felad Th
forem it eTvafd off o €,
Ifeeh 399 Teh foreq o1 59
ST g © | Srefeeeen |
I 0 3T o o 38T h
Y Aw fermg #
o e g © S feRelt off
TE o STIRETHE TramTd o
FT ST R TAE T TRl
g ol |

- Tl IwE
wgd anensil W et gt
ST 1 <9 R SIS TR
T B IR 3IHh T USTR
T 1 @ srefeazen i

reqmaty R ety &
faera gurEl @t Rt 9
TH Gdad Sl STEedehdl
TEdl § 1 ST % foru 5=
TEHN =T STeuraty § |/

o GR L Hehell & wAfeh
Srefafy § s9H WU TE
ot TEH =1 ot gt ©
FHifer siferer Saage s
& o SISl TR &5 a=d
T 39T TAGHT HIEH T&dl
T 3W % TR W H
<rafafy & SR g e
% fau g8 enfad oM W
FralRaT il S AT I I

T RIS T a1 Idl dfeeh
gfg & T @Ik hedT W
31fieh A ST ST § 1 3TR
T 99 IS Jo 7 8 Al
o dfeersh sToR # wfceret

gfg 1 TR a1 & T Fehell |
79 9% A & o 3R e
SR g &7 § o gd
frarta ot eTrarvrehar g1 e |

steurafy # fagdteo ik
e frEa & fag samT
S aTcl SheH a8 &5 Wi
JIfed R T § | BiErTd dR
W @ d@ *9 fHEwR
TN Sfehi I TH HEAT

STaTdehTe ifearfaet #
fepan ST % |

SfEX & Si=mTd guR &
for 1ot errara wRfeerfaai
T&f €1 fow & &t )
HqAE 9 Al 8T ST
B © | W ST € A o
R & 9 s aran
w1 guEn off g g 1 T
H fow geagg 9™
T | i SAfafier e
F GHET HI TA B
i &9 § o & gunr
IR CRRE IS A RECR)
q IS TSHIfaes STEH i
FY FHT AR TavTF 7

[ ISR 7 S S i

Feetl o e o1 O% foRa
¥ | o8 Y 3ATcieh hi STRIeRIET
F ot g I W T W
e H $® YRl &1 a1l
e T € | Wy eI
ol | g wiEae 3
ek &= B Sged & 91
21 78 1 IO | St e
o off eran fafor st €1
STARAPTT AL & HIHA
T T T 9 e s weh |
fegeit foerer =fifaai T
=fen i fagett farement =t
T&TT Y | T T referaen
% wifore ol TR <91 H 98
%1 T8 FHIH YT R
Bl Hehell § | ST Terarsti =nl
T GURI o weAq |
TA I o I 3= o9 H
fraw & IR | ureor fau s
W ¥ | Uk qdaetsh ot A
ERRARCHEIE IR US|l

% fea o €1 gea ®, A
TR 319 fear sreurafy o

e TorsTent foran st &
eIk TAR T81 ATABIATIRT

BT GUR AT § 9l TR
%1 forelt T@ 3= M <A
BT | it srafy i gfg &
oI wes wefireman e i €
=T for TR & Ia7 9=
Y T9 YR FHH H ¢ H
R YSTEg o1 STfeh TRt

TH A © foh eART ST
ST TR © b 9 fawa
H e gt ST € e,
ot g1 TR Fei AR e
% 3Tl 7 &1 | WS B9 I8
o o € o < S e,
fSast sTeEl gHE wel
A €, 7% i et faed

ST FfY=rd 81 Heh | g
afe g8 ereuaty & wud o
YuR g s g1 d sy

STehT ST Sl |

fg F FRFH A FH S |
T faeaedt w6 -
YR TSR W T ST ot
IARA HTT B At
ICAGEHAT H GUR BT | 3R
TH hae U WU & fag
IR HT d@ TH HH
TCIAEH, hH 9ad & <
g S | 39 frafa § &w

e W HIE HEH &l IS
T Fehdl € | SR SAREe!
THH T HHEaT § R
STeqraf ot =Sl W S <
I T © Fifh reery
H A Geargs Ger S
qr e €t = € for 1@
AT GURI 1 yrerfiehan
T & ST | TH HEd A
g fo 2w ¥ gurR S

aed SifEm 9 o e IaR
TIferd B1d WA Hifeh fehe
ufes ¥ eenfad $eF W
TR fAofzar =0 =T '
et | 89 39 99 amdl i
ST TET Y ehd | Teafa
B B Hehell & ifeh hare]
qft 59 &9 sTvafE iR
TGS & ST ohiohd W
T

oTip AAT
AR & 7 fooel ¥ q-a1

T 31T Ireqera

Tk AT T ST foha
TN W 991 gd foa w
TG SIEE! i 18 § ST
H T qGE UG A
ST Tg1 Rl Hfd H | Seeft
1 Tgf e dTeTehe Rfead
H AT i TS Selfeh LgI
& TR FAT AT A
Mgy gevHd WX |
[ERIRRIIICEIRIEECIE i
7Y oTTed § gom ot | Sieet
FT TMhE H [EHA AT
YIS AT 3T HISTT ¥l SN
B STafsh {1 <l ik |1 &
THM TSHIAH el o ¥dl
e 9| T g gumEs
TR e, gty drsrdn =

AlheTdl, 3Tehere 3R Hesieh SUshHl ¥ Heiferd a1
Hyerg foxita gfafaai &1 Teq = faar § wfe 24
Torumita <zt wfuafaai o e &1 % 14 aTh ¥ |
ek ¢ TlhTHT I TS gU A FEH 4 31fesh 974
S R T | ARIAS R T o Her e AR
I A TICTAR 1 el foh 37 AT o TEhR Sl TS
AT T ol hrH TR € | SeRT el o o Teehr =l
Array H 59 TE 1 9gHd Bifid © SR TsaEe
o TS99 YR agHd & Hd § SHH SR W FHeT o7

Hehell ¥ Toh M a1t T § HEe &t

HEIAE! @rel fe@man a e ©
STt | A qan fous &
R A L A
; STSifIR | S we

L TR T @ HEel W
| = FIE | S
% for g o= & v faueh

| i 3 S vt 2

FRBTRY THedl A
JEMR DI STd

A foremel SIe aret <9
HEHENNEICIS I
TN T TUET TR e A
T STEd § | AR el |
& i oI | e e
& w® M T TEH GUR H
TEW T | e TEh 3T
S| Rl HRRT Shel Tl 9
@ ¥ 1 o TR WeR) whel |
el o Qe % feg g
T B | = o e

HE Y TR hl

Hewerqul €l € | SRR 3 fier |

7 for € | frerent & wEf =t
Tt 7 feRa T § 1 e
e &1 fgf 7w &
ATER T BH W e

e H YR T 8 a1 @

R | TR < HEATE SIS i

Yo T A M I
Tl i SEq T
% ToU SR &l T e

ko)

| I ST § | TR T AT
oftrent © ofrer e v S farmmert

& oS =4l & ok @d |

| THY T A5 B GEIAN e
© BT T Sl %h1 SHeRT HiH
Lo off fiyet w1 e @@
| Y IE H TS HIE URHI
L% e | 99 9§ S
| YR HEATRA HISH &l
e 1 hI T AfkA 7
UMl W ==l bl HIeH |

| TRBRI TRl A e
| RN g PR P few

e § GuR & U A9 | A9 1 Eee S e

Sl o Sk @I H AT ST Hehdl
g1 Frsft Tl 1 wig gat
aiferek gt & e e qen
TeH o qRAR & o=d U8

L oft o § 1 TRl T W W gﬂl‘{iﬁ
| 3T R Thell bl e | | gd
| e ¥ | TR THRT Tphedl i
& | frfd wl Se sAMI B

* ¢ Tk STIU 1 GER B | TRATYER faER T =T |
| WY Il @l UG ok AW W
| WHTYfd T are fererent %
: Tt IiamE i i ST
L ¥ R Tt o forerent bt
| gEt wmE a sufefq & fog
D g WA @ W
L SEd © | 3 fierh wpe |
| e G T 3T & Ty e
| B fored fvagor sawen o
© Bl HeTM | R WHR Tl
| § guR % faw Teared e
- T AR = 5
| qIfEell A % e H
| wfeq| s whell # @@
| GHR EYE B Eeh |
| TR TR § | IR SR A

T, TRER

UTedh 37Ul I & A U TR ST AHA & : AUTesh, oo Wse fafaes, 4, Tage
9TE ST AT, &5 feeeil - 110002. 31T & Sl off B2 AP & : lettershindi@bsmail.in
33 SWTE BT et 312 B3, SI&l A 31T SHA P L & |

anffe Rerfe A

FFHS AHTE {9 Sw
i afefer fearfa w1 ot st
59 fea § TR 6l SH W

fgg 10 9@ % W &
FUMFH © € R ad 1991 &
el Gurl o 31 3RH
FNTE off TR | 99 2008 H
forea o g <9I ot STefeHEEen
& B TR oft, wifehd S
AR 3Tefeae W SH Hal
1 T ST e ge feam e
URA =1 refegesen &1 fagn
< H g %1 31eH AFEH W@l
2| ULHR 1 379 SATMETE]
BT 9 IS Wehal € iR
Fefegeen i Td (5
gfaer) frse =g auf § 999

| Y ¥ | HISE Hehe § fued

% fau fag S8 sy
| AT & HUHAl W SHA

. fopan ST =nfew | SRR &7
Tk wEl Afd W favedwo
L e T A

o v, e



wwwjagran.com [EEKILALKIES |

%ﬁmawm

5 @R 2019
e R ST 3 X g e wen e Ak
AR _Hﬁaq 37eH famT st ot feu, afcek fasmi
& D DG A ferd 2 o famor § S off R A | T
] QIGIiiII?Iaﬁﬂ'ﬁWﬂimﬁ ft 91 a1d 7@ foh 9@ 2002 & ORI
kq') HIS G”q efielT T fean, Siaich a8 Ga s &0 % a1 faemRe g H 9o %
e . A 92 g ¥ 81 wepet T T

B e T W TTRE 370 U Yo gL 0 A8 IR
2R 1 % 1 79 3R 7 SR R T 3 e 9 o N N & I T el & 7 ST S
M A Y S S S ‘qsﬁﬂm—mwaﬁﬁaﬁsmau {Mdlldchaﬁl{qlwchﬁ.mﬁaﬂm WW%IWH@@WW
21 et 51 e | Frceioe <t ST o e w3 cl‘ﬁwﬁ-amﬁﬁma@méa e < 3 Slwon T # S1geER 370 ) € STl 3R R <ferd & T, TR Sed
- i I . e, et 3 Al W G e ) e P T AT fo | 2fera W3 1 TR A g o
e, i 9 e 7 & o el 7 foeft e fean o T 9eeTE F A W@ AR BIHRF 95T § ARl A1 o @ # B awm 1 3 & T ferd Torita # off g
SRISTERT 1 I 1o 2 | SIS 66k 78 °ff SiTerearh @ A T T FER A FO GREET ST B da- dac TR SW??EIWQH T AARF G el @ F| g
o eIt & it rsiferdl <hl R-+f S ST | THT 3 8 3R STTT 370 1 FIOE S F ST @ €, SR WA & T S IR e 1 36 W A e Iod ol g A5 waeraed  stiereay, few dam ol =g
@i o T Rl ¥8 Fa3T ol ST 2T ok 2188 370 319 Th TSl T THST el J gueq Seeld Aoriiaed Gehid & foreet @ iy € o g W AeiE ¥ B % oThe S0 THA S Sl o 3 S gferd JaT Sk oTd, GveRel i Tl
Sferer & | 78 3T=s1 gen foh e wai eiftra v 3 feeedt 31y o | G & o8 o1 ogd AW W GEE Sl 3 aen §, it oS GHidl el fohan S | S Wes & 4 e, 3 gitem iR s afera/efiadl o @ ¥ ae # fewelt # wa e
YRR F T JFT AR T Gewt % U e $ T 2, Hifeh F% o fouelt el 7 T SR wriees fod 1 dofe o7 ISR, < T el g qEiRu T Heern § | S aferd, enfeard fig o o Hie gl @ % o1y § 9IS SN
7 SR fe o 9 U R 36 W A < g o w TR % T W o, Afoh ot ot Wi fae & A o v e o | S A Rl wel % Rl % ot foRll oI e % orgaml &1 R W weR g | WA e aferdl #
1 S S 55 PO | 5 < e SR e SO Tt % 39 el § 3 T Ao W@ 71 ae STSE 370 B It a3 el B9 § S WS HEEd! 6 Uk hed 4 39 7 AoRAqh  SEH i O ot S ¢ | 39 Yeuid #
SRR R e e e F e e P %l T T G0 § o ST ol fquefi gail - o o1 @, el el & SR ST S oTegeen 9@ o aR ¥ 98 e G0 M o AT H Ielil of (T 139 <IeuieR i UHE i off 1 39 g8 W
et w;‘{%w A 1 FI F T FeH | T oA ey b1 A1 A ool 8 e ARY o WE A R B g S o0 b e A A wed s o 3 o R S o 0

et =7 | CH1 % e 1 IR HT . 2, T H <fora-giem QUi il 7 W T YU H A TR B A A A A6 || FRE T GG h 9 o | SR U S 39 G0 Bl ehithd  WeRiHl bl ot B oI feRe]
BT 2 irltset Faredt SR $eTe o o 7 8 | 3 TSI Ted 1| WETEd et R W W W T GRS 1 e @ord Heel Weh & ST § Fe de el o i a3 § of ST Wehdl o | @Alh o SEHI 9 39 TR I @l SER
Rl AT FICr STer ST T e e e T SHTER R S FA ARG, AfFA a8 e 1 8- Wl o § AREd! Tk o STl @R o Sterdl e ol T ST & iR 7E freRd freer Torifae o 3a1 Wt off, afeRa
¥ e & 3R SIS el bl Bailied el H Heamr ot ST off 291 7 oferd TS ) e 9 Ged W HHA S W E I WA S R (e S el § 20 &1 ToHia § SeadTS 2t o WEEd & e T 3 A1 8 U9 STieiert & wwe ¥
ST | 3H Ueh ] fHeRT SheHR o aredi st off 2l 3% 39 I ¥ FER g R T § eGS0 9eed o SiRd 98 ST Tetifd  aferd-iker Tienter o Rt R T T, SifeRd afe 3 e H FRaRar R WIS o @il ol Sired # Teg el
HedTE ol TR i o [T IR &1 8 o T99 <k 3o ! et 5o e (1 foe) gmels o foRm O foen F & ST Ot €2 S W T oy Wew iR T M H 2014 S wdA s A FM AR waad h 3w e | 9 o SR wiYiRE ¥ & e
O 18 o ST ST SR | Y fouell <ol &1 ST ot ekt o foen @i oon i off @, AR ST & ARa SR faerae gAet ¥ 5 i gor O Ued % g oH B €1 W oW ¥ Teel oR R a4 @
= S T8 R el 3 e e wifr I T R WA % T W A SAH A o B STHGEM SO 5 -5 W A e T A S T T TS HA kI | STH-TR AR S A AT
wmw%%wﬁ@w%ﬁﬁwéﬁmﬁﬁ TRITE e T8l %ol | S IpEeI 36 WIRTEd! o U1 39 91 o foshed of AR feo ot | Wit 2019 % gl H off  when § 2| Sfeta-gfe esie @ # fean e, SRiifR S @6 Uet
ﬁ@ﬁﬁé@mﬁmm%%lmﬁ@mﬁﬁm AT TR Bl (TARERT SR o Ged R AR WA R Ao T RaerT Aed ¥ W Hg 9 aHE 3 AIEEd Bl I o & hx § oI eferd Tt 3 reman g it 6
Tt . < < e &) . R e o foarl § Siieht SIRETER X Il itk 9 ol o6 9 fauell <ell o 39 UsTAfaen TR Bl o ok off, oifh e Q@A IR A @ e off gweld =ifew o | R geed w
W T S S S S Tl SR B A el R R @ i Bl o am R et s ife R R T Y R A AeY e I g o el e 2 ew

RGP 1 I 331 53 SR S el 3 S 1 7 e e W A A SRR 370 F FEATE 5 1o SfEeN M 3 T A A A A e SR o B R R 3 5 4 e B # & iR g e

WWW@W%‘Wiwﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁ 9| 7 Ufaiaeh 7oA & o o Wed 7 YA R, it S T e e ofR o 7% e R SO B T P W %E Wehd ¢ ok AR (Traeh Tetifceh faeeTes ud afts
3 WIRE 3 SR @ | i g R # 9 8139 Wk = T8I W™ 1 7 hael g0 AR 7 1 el G | S A A SN Ag@ A1 % O 39 Wiiedl 3N W I8 9o Wil TR o g § W @ WIHRE)
T & e S T ol ST @ foh =1 3 3 <l 3R W H G T R e o, ek T e J U IR R gamen fF 97 stieea ¥ 3% guelss gfgeifad i iR ¥ ¥ U ot v A feam s © response@jagran.com

feTell, SR oht THesti i | A ST S 3Tg=se
370 % Feid 3UaT 1 RN A ® 9 | ek & ot areifedi
331 GE Tl o HIRIeA a6l I S T H el asft frerit
el AR e aTedl W T SR O ST | <ifeh HeHi b
TR TS T T GRS SR W1 & STRUsE TR W
A @1 & QAT el eAfrer Taieh SR GfeRa @ o STk
139 SIvIhHT i Ifd ok & Fertifeh YAt Bl HStedt
T TRl

el UR 3110

3{UEN3I b a1 3 ofgld fY1etd

TR ISt § %, 1een, e, 3w o
T et AfeH 1 SEH R agd | e
yaferd & St 39 Gmifsrk gfasr & R ™
Tonftd et 21 A e, fafire el W e
o 7% Y ST % IeeXn fied & | 9 39 TS §

TR & o fored f7er ot ween @ i
R N ST St AT ehleTshial 331 <l el Hel 27 1984 YR % 0§ Tt off | 56 % 8 o o1
H ISt off | 35k SIE E Hel URArSHI i Eeon g iR S Rreor-ufie & e 310 Fes ud ke
ST Ml < 1 €, A T foeid bl e § | GE SR B ferentofa & fn iR gl % <t

3R $e-I%e W2 URESTHT T 2Thd 9 2 ol T & el o
T2 T8 T Ud 35 GhN & Wigar 8 gRarsH ol |

T 1 Teeeis o SaeIg U Tkt Hed, Sgalsit § ST
ST <Rl oiehT U T 3T ST URETSTT 2018 T T4 B

ST o7 | 3%k Wif=TeA H foreneft s e wrwed
& T T ST A o1 % SR Suh e
ol e gfeeh SRR % ®9 H WieR
T off 3iR 7% I 3fen ARl § e war s

o781 o TR
uRurfediar
JEURA Bl SR
&, T
frerpi BIPIS
[EIOERE

TRl TR U @ 2| ST 7 fawel W e
THICR, TS, ¢ Fihd 3R 7 I oNfE &
BRI T W H U |l eerdr § e s
T E-remi W Sufkerd Qe S e wegfaat
T & A & T E | T Yt g 3R HER
Treifient o foedR % W TR F R g T
et T 2| 18T % WG MER o dehleh! S
fereenfira e <11 & § 1 3 uRad= forers it oftreer
1 JEAITRd R T €1 ST B eerdr uRfeafeR
T o1 off R SHIEEl Sl TE Toh ATH™
1 Y X ST T | ek B 1T % g et
TS H I A T U g, i g iR
e ofte ¥ e o1fue TR & B 1 o &

T 6 0

QoG SRifeR Gohad & Sfiad 9 21 T
Hel & Tk e 21id JRomerlt €1 T aR
TR & UG T A R IR B e
3| 35 9t foraar @ 39 wrefr &, H
3T STia i STRerdrel § WM & T g
I 1 Siie § S oft 909 2@, 9 el geR
Tl gU2 3R] <l H1 BN Al 3719 I Sia
# A B o [T ol & 73 o1 & ' goha

) o7 | M 1 T8 o1 38 371 T Gu= e 1 gfeEr T 1 Te0 IR 7| 37 e I A 1 Tk ] & SR et 31 T
i1 a1 o 7 AR e 2021 § 0t T 2 T | 379 T e &, 35 foT e 3 A ogee o SR ok T AU SR-TR 5 R ST %@ E -2 3 A T T § o7 ) ¥
ST G 1 e % A WA T | e g ol | FO, g, YT SR A0 S TS 3T ST o afgd U 3 e 1 ufsea iR e g 519 YHUA 39 SARK Al (R TS
H T 1 RTa A o 1S ST i ARG @ ol & | hE 1 T Fefafed &1 o~ o s off sget forerer St <R 2Ifefeh Wofter < <RR # o ferm 71 T g @ | 39 HI F o §R 9 A
TR H T 31 T 21 323 URAR T 31273 BT U § 1 39 T gt 21 fag o § ‘mm’ A ek - 37T SfieH TR F GER 1 a8 o @ik T T e o forw Severn @ik e i o @
TG 7Sl Sheehl BIEehic | SgaTSIN Setieh H 1 < i 1 T’ B € fodeRT HI T §1 7% TR Gﬁ%ﬁmq&wﬁwﬁam%a‘ra@ # Afden STeTed IR qeRE I cd-od fEw e fehe i fRred § hIRTT e, eiferd &
I T A | TR R 2 T F Eehe T 16 St H hERT feR T T off | Td ot T9epe @ ol Adi B 1 dvdieo 5w o forferd & W@ €1 6 steamaes e e 3R RIS 3 T GohaTd ST O ST @ e
Ry e 101 X e Q arel W RAE i ¥, f 2 T% ¥ 37T Bl € o 98 B B PR TE SR AT W W B Al qHIfSTh- Sl SR e Sia & She R Steiiusid & o1 R Q0 H gall <4 | 3§ o 39 A % o
é%mﬁfﬁﬁfgﬁﬁ@éﬁmﬁﬁﬂlm gl § I8 T T o AT & ST & ST GRT deheiiehl U= bl Fien omR fren W ger 81§ o @A o © ST | TR SRR AT Gl gl H ad
3 T 35 AR 2R S T B T A & g gfoufed iR 3fta forar Sirar 21 foem Suyem wurST o e ) e <R &, 9 59 tEH A 3T =RT 3R 7R o 21T & 3R 9 TG o SR e B 5T BT, ‘1 T I H
S T e - 301 et P o a1 WfafIfer 2 &1 7% R 39 R o o TErEdr o T | W 3 e e o wia o) oftem e A qewy € A R e ifaes A s T 97 T @ A ST =l S| T el 2

I =" I off foF 9% 5 3 1 Sfed amera B S H off Seer e @ ST i et 9 e S T-92 & T HIH-T T6-5 U gaT &2’
(SPUASTRHICE ) F G2 & AR § P e R fe o 3T T F IS FC| 9E I G A TEe] WA B o 3N - A A R Foreur @ @ B | STee o R feifed ve @ I A 3 TR, S G % "o
%@Wﬁaﬂ?ﬁwﬁqmaﬁ@%ﬁwm o a8 75 freifa o foF S0 T SR Ao 1 o T 9 ora Hifew % o1 fawR & Wy 1 v e e & wraar % e e g TR R O # ol @1 o1 o IR e sifuen
& T 3R el T o TR o1 e firer o o & R T ) T 1 1 T | T o) U S A e SR S 36 e ot Fohf Ao 9 A o T % S See g R o 9 i ore) e T & T o2’ i % ferw
Y Y foRAT ST | ShUHSTREICA = Uid HehT bl Jehe o R A g ST SR YU R WA R UET W § | o e & wwAr foren 1 s faem | stement % aa, gfgenst, Jaifrafa g i, e 7 eiferets st | g
TG o 91 el & | Tl STHeRRI BT HIT @ foh 39 HeT b e 3 1 7% 1 ST @ ufenmfed T R T Tt T ) R g foren yore Ren & o1 <R it # R diemer @ 81 e 3R off efR 3T gU S, ARt % foru
T8 Y UIEISTT <h1 e 0 2 H AR Ush It 1 ae o Y Ten off o e favar o WA & WY TEEE ok ©U F & T, sfeh fahed % ®UH e T guad gE § 29 F RO $s IR T TE T 2| St § < T g Sl R hA
TR 3| S Tieee TR U & Hieeas ey 9 g B B AT T B STeE-teAE o 3ufer & W 1 o7 e % fafv= swRor R foven weenst & o amen fawfo ot & forw g Sef TR =t S At =t S
R0 2 e G B R o e o e B % 9fd THiT W G wEld, sehry, AR ferenell o e § weferd S W G TR ) Rreron oped 7 urere o g <R o e ﬁ%mﬁ@ﬁwﬁqﬁ&maﬂlw
T T B W 21 A e ) e e A T G 3T [E-UGE WA SMavahdsti o STH A Heiel i 3Tafied Jer W@ e | 18707 BT e foa TR TR SR ot 37e geAn %’Iﬁ%fwymﬁ BEGEIES Tl Sl HIeTsTdl
iy 3| 2 oA 7 5 S [ S F T FA R Ged F YA 37 o 99 v e o yefed 3E & e, SR 9 39 W S o e TE W 21’ 39 g § et 29 1 WO i
# A T HPdl N st & 3T BfThe e o 5 S o, W e Heen AhE SR 3% Al o W@ 1 M o1 fren st e uRafedt B guna & T S & 7 e 39k foTe & T, dera
R 2% WP & 2o o e 8 0 F A O SR foeh #1 5 W - e W S 3 o T # o ¥ v M e 3, i SR ol w e i G o6 S A 31 e W 21
WEQW@WW%'WW%g*é%”ﬂWWﬁ%' I W SAAA ok SMHAV off FU R A IR Rrerer I W GATER SEG B ST @R A faehen T B % foTT 1T 31T7eRT 219 W8 o aifafterd o oft
70 S Tt faeivsii ohi S 7o & i 39 9 9 fves S fovereade faveferarers e & foa T o7 A S Al dehi! Tel % T SR | (e T el s e feare =8 2 1 7/ Wi =fert fof 311 St #
T T T B & STISH 3 o7u & & foren A1 T Wi fean ok oM € S gl forem wiskAm A SR T W fervafeenes, a4t & Fomid B ) Tl & TIIH W 37%E & T |
foeraeg 1 39 e ICeT [t &7 98 Té W Tk & | T Tl 3R TE il WA it iR response@jagran.com Aiverrer i
34 g | Bl U YFARad 3 _ o o1 T T | A S R R
3 ok ¥ Yool Igddl 3 oW H 994 a3 1 Sl Gge foel € oftg <w % greieil R ffvad ®1 § I o | gt s
ot AT 21k faeieiy 1 @t 6l SR HETerT TR off STTawesh sl o &1 39 % - JeraR i o Tl € | SRt S S e W
3T fof FEmMT T O Fell-Hfeotdl ¥ | R g 9k kel 1 ST e ¥ Wiy WM O Rl 39 agd Uee! @ ORd R ol el o, @ Uferd Rl P T ST A i AR S
@Wﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁm RIS BT 8, fosareie et A1 S enfe | €, 9% R R e | 3 H g WK SN Gk qRihl ohi foghd ot % Foid W WG TR | 39 I bl N e G i T off TR
el % AT W P E R foau e PN 9 o T A | SRR B A § R | eI Wk B S siferh bl g TE @ k| oA e B A @ o et gl e o SRed € 1 S Sft A e b e
1 @I 3T FAIE 1 genfead $ SafpTe = HE T @HIE T €, R R AW | o R o ag off afe il @k o diF U St i Tea giEd ek 9Rd % i A W Ew e ST ¥ TR R aren § 1 39 fa et
FA Tl FB deE §, S At o ' SIal ¥ R Afr & o0 T8 el ST W1 | @ § oW ARG § A Y STERd 2| S ST el ol 9t §9 § W R S| Eacikikuill
3T T HROT 5 Tohdl & | Té TS DI BHoll Pl o d okl & TGS S F Sl BT LA Tt Rl @Wﬁﬁ-ﬁ@m%m?wm pandeyvp1960@gmail.com T AR G, =8 feoet
ST AT I TS W@d gL A &l T AT | TRRE W Ud WG H HH | St gafedt & e 8 e ol 0 H 98 -
A T WG A F | ST e T o e o e ST e iR e R S A | S e & 7 1971 % g o ffw 101 @1 QRGP il bt araeer
Frcforn Fafiet & TR I g o THE ¥ iR dew W W A SN WA B IR F Wo-w e | F 7% Ao Ronefl % ®0 F 9Ra § gE ael  uid fader bl R wRaad ¥ frerk foow wd wem Teum § ush fe it fo St 3 Wkl Je
T A § R ToTd @HIE 39 9WE §ehdl ¢ g A, IR SR fow ded o forg off e B FIE AN AR el Tl T2 F1 ARG F - <Rifh, Frenfag iR aRd % R uwafd €. ueweT W1 39k U Aedy o T or ok g
TR i e el T8 3T99IE &l Il i Ted 1 &I § T@d g0 TR @Rl SiIoH o1 gAR ek 3R smeanfenss | 3 Senfeh ®9 3194 el bt ARGRl YoH R WeTeet! e M ok STAG % ®U H TSI shirend off T 9 | U ererd # Whex 9o aret
IoTE TR A ST 21 S T 30 WH-UF § 959 A &, Ak Wa ¥ i e ge IS AeH e | < o2 afe T A1 1971 & O1C ARG K WO A ¥ 3 AR of fF 39 § wed orewt Aieder WS A 7, 31y SR off el e o ST
STTIR STAUIE 15 H 44 AAHI W F A N IY Tga FHAME SN @I 0@ IRR 1 T iR Fafgd var & suer | et IRonef iR e1dy guifed ot amfirar fag forerent 1 31 =fen | 50 A2a o0l iy gootn  =fel | STl e UF AN o e Rar & anm,
STURfRAl & STemar 1 IS FRU Tl FA TE AWM A T H A SR AR Y A S 8 | FAA I IS AT AFS WAL oWk el T Wehall foh Frereh fomeft oft GO % arafoss AT =i o1 Wi o6 §oa e &
TR TR o & @GR Feildl  Ed €, STaich YRR F fEunT o WhEA SR o o, U SUE Uiad Sl | UHeIRE i Wieve o I § | Sy STt A b AR €, {5 3k Rt oft wurt e ST e, M
A E, iR off 3% o & e Sl waffore Sfed @ ofR o8 wad s T ¥ Wi, TSt SR dmfas | e YR 39 Ga § GET HH S ARA T e & T bl of Wehdl | 3T arad ¥ g R
UIyeh Tcd Tél et I | e § el- Sl ol ored il & | UHfd & AfFE & U Ter-orem | o T W THUS R a9 e faefEl Hl veaH § 9RA S S o geTl § 9 oA § forereht o o 1 P o
Hfosal &1 Taed A TG A F FROT T TAIA H AR TR N R TS A YRR o i yared e M ¥ | At | ofR e AWRes el & fawa ¥ s Aifa w1 o i W ) oSt & welt 1 yfatier g;“;masmﬁqfﬁmﬂ
3% ST U e e Herd §12017  F 310 WHUH  Fel-Uost bl AT S ST T TG ool IRR el gaa | (iR R o 9E orm & e QAW H TR 3R S HieR wafed s # forerhl o wardr @ G SRRV o
o7 Y B fesist gl Ce o @ off, 9 s &l oM § SR G iR 79 1 o70a0 SR off oW A 21 W | A 1 SIS St A IR0 Wefeh B | ST R SR e & 2 Ao 5 T A IR T |
i RO & STIuR SR H 10 § ¥ Tee | 300 7 oTRa Ud =[Siicie & aTd SMeAfeneh H1efsh o ISH &l ot | 3T o UASTRH! ¥ Hafsh oot Rd THR I & g (37eamer ) S U 39 0 R
TSl U 99%h & T Bol-gesfl 422 FASH WA M O et & off B | WIId: IR o eneAfonsh | 21dY il & Hed ¥ HTTd i st T R SR STTRU, A AR,
T Yo AT 2| TS W A0 % ST Foll-Qiesta 3R ot fonn Weq  Siten # 27l Were o 2l T W H FAS B @ H el gu sienest T §1-210-211, ATeX-63, ATEl
feTe aTe R 2, AR STR A wd & ot aier firew o | 39 a4 off W (oiee T femoiier ©) | gifedt ok fadelt Afémn quemml & fovg & ¢ Hiex awd FAF § FS A B WEEE $-3ct: mailbox@jagran.com
fotierer R ST =Ifew | iifeh S9 7 hact TR 1 39N 3 SN Bl WA & @ €, S A
TR -, T T, el eI STeeh - 2 FE. HTaehid Feereh-Ho At 0. WeT STeeh-ere T, TR0l erre for. 3 e s sfvemaa w1 501, o1 0.0 farfen, Toh o, 7 feeett & wemnfira o 381 36 gRI€1-210, 211, Faret-63 e 4 7fzd, Hmeeh (T Seaon) foreny weprer fomet

AT : T et hrterd : 011-43166300, AT R : 0120-4615800, E-mail: delhi@nda.jagran.com, R.N.I. No. DELHIN/2017/74721 * 4 31 ¥ FerifTq T SHERI oh <o T8 HU1e og 1.3 3. Tae o STid STRar | Foe foas et =marerd o STeiH 2120 | 3aT Yoe Siaiem |



6 =% faeett

.ﬂu:_:, J‘E}

STHIAT

5 fader, 2019

ﬁ'@ﬁ\‘% gTedl I g U 3R SREM § & Ch{'-l
W@ﬁaﬁwm%q@nmwaaﬁu@m B
T 4 Yifthd ) ST @ § R T e # st s
319 deF el oI T ¥ | I aeie ® fF Sa-a9 Rl
T T o, A R T enfe & a9 98 Bed |
Id )| fuse g foqi § Sw & fafv= fexdi § 00 9
oS TG T M| HERTSE & gl § Teh W& HREH §
TAEE & R @ it 310 § i dgg Nl okt Hid 8l
TE | R <91 @ 9Ol St 9 3R YThfdeh T gl
TSI bl g gohts | ofiwor ot o T8, o &8
TN <Rt ST =Tl TS | 37T SNTASIAT ht A0 90id ot 2}
et off foF gt § 1YaER & U9 Ueh UG et § A
o e, fSEH e 18 N o AR S bl WeR § | hild
e HeH U off STYa & Ui 3 aiE Ush Ul thael
T 3T o off, ST o NN bl 379 ST 4TI &
ST AT &4 b O © fF U9 Bedl 9 9 @ hREm
HIfcTeh IS Telh oid ¢ 3IR 7 TRl Heehd gRen fami
T N W HS HeH ISHT TH THI € |

SISl 3irEifiTeh gehreat dfh 8 OS5t 9 @ s iR Jas
St €, 3H STHAR W a faior iR gran deieh i
W I S el I San | 310, T 3R g anfe
& Rara o1 Reafd & 5= o fT R Il a7 «®
e I W Il @ St § | Sl FEw-shrEel &b
Tl H IRl HehHl o Feftd IfHerrl Wt #ee *id
T | TR 3MUASTr St 9t *iR goattord sl § o
T wead B Sl ¥, O SWenfieh WREm Rl AR
TIfeer Y9 W WA e Bid © | U9 B 81edl ol ed
3T AW fosTeferi @1 fokig giar @1 © R R @
TRl <[ & 37 B1ed U ol Wel fommeT 21 Wehdll © | 9RA
T 3TEfier Bed &1 379 doh & g9 T31 3BT JI9e
T g ¥, S it sRAl il i P 92 | 33t
3= gRan W oy =/t feon S7rar @1 8 1 3R 3
e qHE St e IR g YEAT gumedt |
deiferd @ ot ¥, S 9 W| € fh wng ted
TS S BTEH WX hTe] U1 |9 -E &1 91 © |

3ireNfirer BTeHl o TSRV had H© @Rl el S el
ST ok WA T8l Bid | s IR 39k gX T a1 qeh o
w©d & | T 14l & Rag @ 89 91t 36l hREE 9
MY I T i off Ygd W Fgd I I Sleld § | IR
TTd I8 § foh aga TRl BT TRk gehtea 219 et
A G AT ol S S, BHE, AR 7S SqeTsy
& I | I BIEE W Ak et Ul R fhan e
T I B, TSI IRl ST Wehdl § | USREl I 9t
HREM | TS T H T b Bd © | SThl it H
TR Yol Wl © R O e onfy Weielt iR o
iRga & =1 5d €1 foR 3T | SHehl ST o1 SiRgH Tl
S &l © | 516 aeh SMEifieh el W TRar § & =8
feon STom, TR BIedl W e U Al ST R |

3TqTe <hi dAlehd

IR H St iR wmRer gAifaat @me o W@ E
3N TSE & dR-dh e W ©, S9 <&d gU
ryfTeR SRl 3R TTerl ot S off 9 § 1 X H A
o 3MYFTehTehY0T hl Tl W SRR el fohdT ST Hehd | ARG
g BT ok 38 § IR ol 39 I 41 AT TS
T S 39 AT o e 3MYFeh ASih Bietehie-
39T TUA-64 § ol 3194 oIS H I oY foran | 3mRent
q T MY 3 Sfereredl ol fhereal JeMHehie & argifiesh
37§ W I fohal T § | I SAGhT IR <l el <6
a9 9 ¢ | fhee YRa @3S N fie €1 34
BT i THIT & fIT 9Rd 9 2015 | 3THRERT % AA
AR TR o1 | eretifer arg T <Rl 39 gfcteriedl ol S&a
S Wiell § 1 | §41 <h fIg S Asi-9iH Slied | 39
Wzﬁﬁﬁﬁmzﬁwwu?ﬁwm%l e T, Wi,
SR, TSRISH, Hold, eicis, has, Toal 3Rd, MR
a%agﬁm%ﬁqagé?ﬁaswamﬁm%wﬁ?ﬁ
o TR l AR hl AR STEXd hel Sael 92 ¢ |
TR o1 e TST FArd! 319 &1 TSIRTT rfehea 2R
I @ T 1T B wifrE 7 wRd o faemw S e @
SHATER & YT BT § IR IR-9R J§ i gHfha
T @, W @A TSR ¢ o 3Rt arg 91 srenyfeh
e fourl iR gfaeiedl ¥ gafsd & | gieifh aRd
T 3R ¥ J§ ¥ = &t Aifd W Fe e o g,
ﬁﬁﬂw%mwwéﬁﬁ;m@mmw
T SIS T A A F IS H U™ & I B @
ﬁmaﬁwwwﬁa@ﬁm@waﬁm
STETe 3 < fT T B | 9 T e | U 9t ety
el T R WY Akl § | Tk WY Aieig Sl
fiaree ®re # Wem § | S98 g &l IR ol TS |
T W9 IRE A Merat T ST Wbt € | & 5 A
37AT Th TRIR 1 SATGT 8 &, T8 AR A 5 IgH W
Hehdl § 3R F Bl el § gea o fosmi ol date
qehdl § | 39 Rl TR W Ot €1 IhsT ST Tkl |
fUod &8 ol # IRdE a9 991 & i faae 5=
dSl A GEeEAIE Bd W € IWH FE HA Sl
wTIferek & foR SMRER ehel doh SHRT W1 34 R fordAmT
& WER I W el ot | F9 iR giiH YeTet sament o
ARl T AT-1 ST, TS 3R BRAR 9g=mn arg |1
o faQ o1 T gierdll w1 &M o1 39 fT ag =
A forer Bfeterrer 31aq o1 # e forg € 1 @fer 3@
T IR o T &l WA IR Sl i A
T T | 37U T Aag W FAUSAT el <L fRAT ST Feh T |
I fomae e H ff @1 Bl 9S Wehd B 1 UH H 3N
ST Skt P& H AT hIOR Fiford il | 376 g A1 &6
3r=® fe 3 U ¥ | 3 w39 Wid 9@ THIS i Ugal
Wy off fyeq aret 81 3R <91 & fa-fafar sl
SEXAl @l T § T 3@d gU $9H thad o H <
T A A AT R FETEAT Rl B Y ST A uSl|

T

S -9 RIYBR & feu 3T oI el @reit
2t &, d-d9 BRI foel WRa S & |

_figeR =

epaper. jansatta. com

IRAT /T I 3N GG

YT PAR el

I &6 AW W MR AT oA
& U el A A 3 | £
S¥EH | Ui, footell & T diex
TR U B Sidl ge aellell &
fib 9 BT WA ST §H1 ST
% ¢ | Ue-for Aiotami & o= o
3 ®a 0 ge-ge R W A @t
g ficl @l a1t & 1 78 U picd
3R SR I JHIST BT bl 2 |

o FEHl | IR A & o wEd

rererdl feen-fcen o wreaee s
TS 9T 9 9 & ol ewdi | ot §
I F A FHA W W T | G SIS
o el 6 e W T WE W TR W
3iepst &1 & Ul fdarse © 1 S i 9
2l I U< b 22ren § Tt o 9s Afeswa
o, 59 e distismg o et oian 8, |
IR BEl 9 W & 99 | S8 9 R
Tl & R gear i | gt & e W
T AHA i AW S T € WY o R
Ueh-Ueh Y ITT- 3T Tl 9 &3 3R
TF & JTH 9 37 Y | 399 9T el @
fe diferR o= w1 oAl after HE,
3qaedl 3R e HEH HIA o foTg STererdt
3MeSN ot fepa WRaTe €1 3= TH G i
f faar 2} gt fom IR A SRt wiereaan

Arferd &4 W Ik WIS T =1 89 BT

el W 9 g8 © fR uew W o
AR TSk B SATQT IMHSA € S 9,
ﬁmawwﬁagﬁ?q‘raﬁwmﬁﬁw
ﬁ%lﬁ?@ﬁﬂ%ﬁ EAGT & AR G
Ofeehdd Hlolsl o TTed 8ed H TR

DA A IR SIS okl Ad b THT H

YchX¥ bl IFATIITh cl'»leii CENEIESIG] %ﬁT’T éﬁ
TR H gitwfad fram w2

IedEH 2 TR 31e /= 2009 ) feAT=
T HITST & Sl Tois 991E AfSehal hrersl §
i & SR 9R HifEr el A guw 9" %

BH AT T hME% bl a1 agdl d el

R T@En o § fF X mmen #
ShIeTSl YR hl YfHeRT W Hdos=eh el
BIdl, 399 Hf=R BT 1 el 7 hal agran
2 fetar 21 7l W TR et ot IR R
fEaTh W&d &MHA o4 & arg o [T &
T re] G | A 31 @ B | fse 9

o foF IRt Hid B T2 o | 3\ 3 3Tk

I we qeh IR A U 3k A1 hedl
few | a9 ® o7 2017 <= &% BE A WM H
M W 9 YA gehd ol 31T f&3m | T
2l Ueh AU SCaTHT UoTeh T AfSshal shietst |
f |mq e, fS9d difesa 31 ot B
1 THRAT ¥ od gC e A fafwa
forem faumT <& fIS¥TE &1 AHen 5= & o

Fo frst 3 ¥ =it fafed R Fes &
ﬁ;rﬁm 3ﬂ'{ ged 3Tﬁmﬁ?ﬁ &l H Ao
fehe ShTeTST g9 H his SheH -8l SSMI
o | 39 HifPR Sl 1 B 39 el &gl
for =11 IR WY IR 6 W W W I
3T o 39 e Uil for 3Ten! Wid B T2 |

IR F AW W AT I 21 6 U

IS feam g1 T W@ FEGR F ATER
JMSE Y Ud Yrenfen fovafaeaea o
IR SE % SEEEl HoHrer dield 8¢
e Al iR BE 3 @t SR Sl %
FIS IAAT H I8 T SR IR

ferE 1| saar € A%, 8 o1 i

RCUREEEIEREICIEIR RN -

9 2009 H ferrae o wwmen o [

Ueh AfSehdd hieisl o BT 70T hias ¢ i

&l [T F AG & AqG GIH B 7 <q
F wt frer g § YW e
FHA TEA G AR HFA ke U
g | SW%h ded SNl 9E S+ R UH B
! dF AT T THH HRIET B Tehal

2 iR 39 W anfie g off e o

Hehel & | I 2 T SO 9 S R
MU B I IS 3R sied A
freifoq =1 s@ia fRar s @ean B,
IR BEg IR = glawmsl
Ach, T < AT T4 gRom =it hed W
gfqeiy o ok 3Tren fhdl 3T WeE |
3T TRaA W off ek TE ST Fehell € | TR
3reTan I & A H SRaE T w14
T el 3] i W hIelsl & g off
FHRATS & Tohdl 8, THH il R 3 €
T ok 3T Shleisl ohl HIIAT ¥GG i ohl

Sl AHe A M T ¥ | Bl g
AT, FEE X S, SREH 9§ die, fostet
& TH g I YIS hIE JAHT A6 Fdrdt

for 9 FE1 MY FHAS S9 ST W@ T

qre | W w w9 uiE seR Rreerad
A 3ME § 2R <eq 3 A Wi F wemE
BT 3UAT Siiad @eH I i T8 A
M % e FHE U e R Fwe Hex
H TS T T HHA I AR Sl ol s
TRE I8 H 3 el Hell § el B8 BIR
¥ SAE HHA €S gUI 3TH [ditueh Tk
IR TS HIFA 2018 H T gU|

Srcrstt H [T Ak <k T I wHE &
= SRS g9, =EEfd Stk 91 3R
Wﬁwmﬁ%aﬁaﬁnwﬁ

2009 ! Ugell R SES Hel T& 3T gU
 oper o fom IR H AR g S

. - i W

ﬁh‘{iﬁq%—lmw dlﬂqldl%ﬂqf{sﬂwﬁw
FHe-The ok T Bl I I foa1 &l 91 § | T8
Qzﬁw 3N EHR A TS 1 Hehd |
T T Aaed AU BE1 9 UR=EE, gohl-
okl THI-TSTeh Bl & | Tifehl STHMERCT
! B UR Y ST bl 1 IR BT T WO
HET ST ? SR 9Rd o Ueh SolliaRaT

ot graeq 1 31ed o feen-fesii & dgq
fordt B & T-%Y I 3Wh YA W ool
1A, TS 37 ST o 3MER IR STIHA heT,
Ikl A AT UIRARE i W 39S
feooft SR3AT 31 IRl /Wl ob foAT STeRA Rl

hTetsl H HIfER ©E A Teh SR B3 i
=t # IR F SRE IG5 H I hA
1 BIAT (AT | 59 39 BT A AT hi
qr aRsel 4 39 oA s H "eha e
3R 39 T8 Teh W& eil-PR ¥ & fag
TS H = 74| %= 3 IR et s ?

T I € | gAT e ok 39 WedlS |
T WHR IR Hs Wiad g9 ol
o TRreor T 4 T W ek A o fer
. Waﬁﬁaﬁmﬁsﬁaﬁmﬁw
* | o o FrEW 23 B¢ el o B 9 Wi
- ek H faeet A ql@iﬁT&lﬂT!ﬁl’@ﬂaﬁaﬁ
| I ¥ R | vgell SR gUiH wiE A
. T AE h P Vg Wl SHHTA U &
| o St el R St g gt
< &Y JYAT (A BT I HR, ITh
. faem® ot 9% SRdrs &l S|

, T T € fop geim wr gw i
_\i o HMHE H W oid g IST WEhRT 3R
ﬁaaﬁmm‘raﬁaﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁaﬁa?
U <ol BT & fa%g e oed 33M & foau
TR-aR fren-frde Ry s @ ¥ A =
foon-fcen o1 g foRiw gure =€) <@ Siar
3R ek foTe o foreert freror et <t
B IAdr B gam wE A a8 2001 H oAl
I AfAfd w6t FARIReT & muR o T
R gfdei" Td gT 39 ol hdR Gl <l
TTaET hd §U 31T QI H T el o ok
forem afeRi o I Jeew e A @
Afqer g1 e, e ot off 7, 9 9 ek
T S 79U i SO F AT e 3R
TH W &l Gasdr a0 3= 9ed TR
forira TeTIdr THT i ST Tehd! € |

T

Tﬁ JREdl 3= Feri 9 U9 Y ol © |

IREdl 9 M UgAT Hll IWRT Ul
&l T Y8l et hedl ot foh 99 aREdl
Tk B T | TR 37 39 et T dgd oh
OO0 o T & | STH 79 ® foh a1 iR
Tl &1 W 1 YT IR FE, 39 I
off IS T | I 39 9gd S 81 I, AfehA
IE T S Sl § foR 39 frferent s
T ar =El, g fferert 999 & 3eeT SU%
fR I 3R FY 97| & g8 AHAR
T 37 fIferent okl e RIS KA © 1 3T
TSeh] T URAR 2Mfefe Y I T9e IRAR
T I8 USTS 1 W ANH 9 33T Wl ¢ |
TR RaR 9 9gMI 6! 918 &1 T §
IHh YRER T Teh oY TS 39 ek &
7| fafea @g e ® 76 3@ 9Rar & 9o
iferer Tt <afed ugT-foen &1 99 98 =
ASh! hl Ug H Uk @1 & 2 1 98 fian
% [T i &l SIdl ? T SieL oh IRy
q & 39 Rafa = 99 S T €2

JqU= 9 30

TEl Teh Hard I8 ol a1 8 6 9far
&) Afead 39 9 W P dredr €1 3%
TSIRT A ASHh! 1 3 T T1feT o1 8] ?
Teh qare df I8 W © foF aRar & et
Terdl fepa § ! ©R... BT AAShI &I A Teh
3She IoTe H Al g8 © | 98 ASH! @l
‘R |l ST = edt €, WO 9 el
&l e <A1 =redr | URAR okt dreRt diF
& 5 9 < &l FIE Beh
&l Usdr, R ft 9 '
S eh! ohi SIS hied H ol
TEdl € | IRAR &1 I8 TqoHig o aget &
qfasT 9 3791 991 SIS | 39 IRAR i
3fRdl o gReehIvT ol XS 9 Uar oA R
T TFA T ITehT IR0 & B 71E | T )
) 3 Afgenal H aTSeh! o gfd e

gfer a1 am

E-IE | yfaeqat 3R o, Th weled]
GT I MYk S hl T | 3T 3R ASH!
1 UG Tl < TE ol A e hid iR
TR UGE TH e d¥e S & T 1 &
ekl © fop cTeant Qe o1 Iferi & forg
[T A i | o U Rafa # wan
YRER i <1 & feheldl € | 98 TSl
I, WX ‘30’ Il TR W1 T A
Jarel | ot S= S
IR el W [T
Mg off &1 @I
TR T8 Rearfa haet sat T8l | 59 9
IRAR o AR i 3R W &g R © |
‘el Sl oA T HA W Teh TS
A © | BTt sa9 off I8-98 &Y uRar
T BT Ed | TS A TSkl I FR&T h

TSl :fYres ® | g off Iae 3afee foF g

3T &t § | IRaR &l Teh €2 I8 off <7 T&dl
T fop gl el 99 9 T 93| e R-
e} 3R R-ofa & wigh A |

T AT X I8 © fh hel aASeh! his
AT 7 hT IS | T&T Tt b1 27 I ®, S
3T THA @ 2 | 376 qeA B 98 ‘TTerdl’ 3ot
A & H A gE B, W AN T & S|
T G2 IH F ASH! okl YlEdar W F
St T gfear % 39 gaa H gt bl
OO, A9, W9a-G, 99y $© f T8l ¢ |
IR AUl A hael Ik IR W
3T S8 Il © | IRAR ¥E o T1¢ 9 6
eI | S oNTan 8 | 319 URaR 39 daral
q SW-SUA M g1 7, I8 3 W R
AT & | W TS &1d Wet /A S Fehll § foR
Teh ORaR 39 9l Haell 9 ToR & &

AhT| Ig Tk TS doh Sgsl ot T SIS

Ik |1 31fees Tod fodrdl © 1 59 W Fd
e X I8 TSl U 999 & fau 9RaR
& ferg ferar 1 foog == St ©1

TAfeTu o Afeansti o fasg Mol o ST
BT T § | Afeh 3HY 9= & faw 9 a1
IRIR TRt Tl P WA <k qlenl ah

udt Rrfa § 31eRR STl &l T9E gl
2 S 8, wfere fooett o 89 arel 39 9Rar
o T H Y AU 3R ¥ | 39 g8l e §

93T S | TS T IR 7 B 39 IRar
& e 1 7 faanem fF aefed & w
T ®9 9 U9 ST AT | W O S99

TS hl TG eIl § AT 9gTs Sl odl © |

TR, 39 Al 7 TER # Sfgen o forn
TI3EaE W TR H I &7 U & R A
T W BN T & 37 31S fi T -
ATt SASIIS HEGAT h | 541 Tl H a8 quq
ST R AT S TRk WA B | 3 e fet
H g% I| Sl IR 1O g T |

foreres =t e

FITA

SH-ehTHN ¥ =8 370 BMH & oI5

T-ToTsT WO 9RA skl W&hid 1 Tk
‘geﬂsl—l 3R ferst fewn € foraes o w@fviy
3TN0l 3feT H oSt © | Risrer 39 wrelt &
THE B S Tk i hl 37— 3Tl ®Y—T
% el o FoIdT & | S ST el shiel W
9d gT T & o fema Iar €1 ada
qRyed ¥ <& I To-Frsa ot et el A
el Hlehd 81 T8l © | 37T A Y fRreren
ff € ST 3199 [ BT Sl I A # |
3 e forerent g1 faenfef=i i foenferai
BRI fietehl o WY SagR i Wek A+
&1 faerdt €1 39 SEeY AR H&pfa @
T T[H-Tre Wy R geAfeed o
TR M oM B @ H gl iR
forerert ST @1 €1 T © foF 9 3@ weE
WY 1 ek @71 4 AU 3R UHh 3=
TS o fH0T § 7991 T8IRT IS 1 |

I8 gdfafea  foF gAR Sad &1 Wara
H freer e o€t iR wWewmqel fiter
fura € | Ihaerar oiftd & foe 9 suRY e
WE W HEE FId ¢ | AT, 9 AR JH-
HIA F TR I AfIeanrg anfe
TG &, TAR Siia- &l 9&] MMHR H ITeld
21 zafau e fseram foaert & ufa
AR ff 9 SRR 99 21 B U
MR foemeft & ®9 & 3197 forarepi 1
aefee 9 S1fT=eT e i Sed © | et
oo g9 9l < foru Y@ Rigreni 1 g=rarg
9 T I € e fomn fordt wamef &
TH hifeTed S BT HIPT T T |

® 34T g UWTR, &, 3¢ o

qifer &= 5/ T8 M R W 33| gU
2, S99 1 ¥l wiferd g1 € foR 9% iR
S-S 39 fedl ol i 3tferes e
TET ATl I8 WEl © foh aifeRwl gemHEsT
AR W 19T A1 Y Hogdet 31fu 7,
Afeha 3¢ Tl FES o1 Bl =fey foh 9
ARA 1 YHEA] H FS BAA T8l
Hehd | MRA <kl FYhMH-SIH <kl Gl

gelld Teh H U8l Swo diiehe i Bfd

fep<it 1 2 1 1@ W 37U X W Wol | FRT Ul @ : U-8, Wae-7, %z

AIgST 201301, foTeT : TIGHGETR, I Uew
3110 A8 il 31T A1 3l & STRY 4t H T Ugdl Tdd 8 | NSl &

gHEAT, IRE Uik A1 o1 M § areA

AN R TidfafeE l sfSe ed §

T ME TR SITH ST | S <k @ el

T8 37eh Raei® T&d heH 3o ey |

AT Bl WSk gl w1 RAR g
3T gRar} k1 3R H B S &1 37
WET <kl TET TH Fehdl B S99 3199 TR <k
feRmT @1 wWew gEHeAr H @Wrm g
TqEXE, 3 Il o 91y 98 gradE o
21 =ifeu o fop wew & fRdt g # firA
¥ gg geleN § Rrer! wge fmtar sot
H BAM Y W W gE
geleATsll H greq SasHl | 4

chaupal.jansatta@expressindia.com

3R g anfefer g9 W o TR A
Y| Ffh 7o F TR ok Jahrearol
TIRE @ YR 9 et wifd aRfaa €,
TAfT 9 39 Ehichd 9 off S-9R B foR
ST &1 9YRA B HHA § gk 9 &y
219 3R I WISl SR 98 GHS dl
AgAR BT fop WifeRea <h1 fed WRa 9 HeiY
GURA R 3TY fieres =eq | 21

® BHqT FHR, TNISIE, WYY, [a8r

u g
ammméswﬁaﬁ%mwaﬁuﬁa

q °h|~'|"|| Aol sleldl Sl $H% TR HI

H F T N IS F9H et YAl @l
St /AT ST Afe | fo g wee 9
21 iR el ot S, 2 o W SgHid
& T The Ugl, TWehde, Tiq TeRIEeh 3
ST ATTLIHAT AR IYANT &1 f1feh T |
e A aTell bl G A & |
Al W IS IIail 1 ff F® U™ HAl
MY, TR TN $Teh hRUT GEIeAT hl RIHR
B4 € | 37 gHesl # g Uy off aeu-ded
T TH OIS Td | 3% hIE 3o arell i g
Hﬁ%ﬁﬂ,@ﬁammé\aélmﬁfam%ﬁﬁ
mMST <l ST Fdd =TT HT%Q ISEERCE
W%aﬂaaﬁﬁ% JIE-l i RIS

ENAART hed B 1 399 (fvea & s

G 200 | foFT FeR wie IR =R o areHl

3 feeett

A ART g4 9 Ryaga@ll O 9,
ST ®EQ @E-Y g Jraid
gfAameidl @ BF1 €1 39 W % DA
G ? STAT <t GR&T o Fieren < fog <1
Tq fHi Rl @y feRal ST =BT, oY 39d
Ugel 3Rl 3fad TAR-Y9R d 39 &R i
ESIERIL ‘lﬁ T8 =TeTehl ahl < T4 |

R P A 3ﬁ?1%ﬁrr{‘oh‘€ﬁ ECEC]
ICNCI‘N’ GH"I Wmﬁ@ﬁ {6<‘| %l EEENEY
S 3 U Sl § fR ww R e §
AT gIfd | W =R @ = 9 'W
Mcfer Well § 79 ITqAfC ™l W ==l
1 7 STSTIG! o &G 1948 o @ad sl |
gH Uh WUl Ugeh fem W R 1952 o
TAfGeh! Ncifuss # Teh ol 3T Ueh hiy
ek fHa 1 1984, 1988 3R 1992 & Mt
Wl § THRT @l g 31 gal |

TELBTA, 2008 b SifST sficifUes Qe o
T Ueh Wi 3R §F e U fiet iR &1
qeh difetehl | AT Q9 § 51d FeR W
1 2012 & oed 3Mcifusr | W < Wd
IR IR HI Uk ol 3R &9 uesh
arferert H 55 o T WX Y@ dl 2016 6
EISiR:| aﬂaﬁﬁlﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%’ﬁw
TSI 3R Uk hieT geeh fHen 3R 89 Uceh
difeTepT ® el 31 TG i TR et <F
T % W 679 T W IR | 4 5
THR 9 H fa9enTs 9 Tehd € ?

® YWY T3 TT@gl, gReHl, T2 facoil




