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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF 
THE FALL OF THE WALL

ADVERTORIALOCTOBER 2019

Namaskar!

T
HIRTY YEARS AGO, A 
DREAM CAME TRUE for 
my countrymen! History 
surprised us; history 
surprised the world. And 

from Berlin came a powerful 
message: The power of  freedom is 
stronger than walls or weapons. 

On November 9, 1989, Germans 
danced on top of  ‘the Wall’, fell 
into one another’s arms not quite 
believing what had happened. 
The Berlin Wall had opened, and 
within a year’s time Germany was 
reunited. It has been thirty years 
now that we have been rejoicing the 
day, and at our German National 
Day reception, we re-create the 
jubilation. 

The building of  the Berlin Wall, 
and its ultimate demolition, reflects 
that symbolism of  things and 
events, over time, are capable of  
change. The remains of  this barrier 
are today a symbol of  freedom 
and unity. Segments of  the Wall, 
formerly attributed to dictatorship, 
separation, restriction and division, 
are now found and preserved on 
many continents. They represent 
the triumph of  the cry for freedom. 
The Wall is no longer a reminder of  
separated families and destroyed 
dreams, but instead a phenomenon 
we exulted over, as history was 
created. The yearning for freedom 
of  the oppressed deprived the 
oppressors of  their power. Not only 
in Berlin but also in Gdansk and 
Prague, in Budapest and Leipzig, 
the downtrodden stood up. What 
had been torn apart grew together. 
Germany became one, and Europe 
overcame the division between East 
and West.

On the Day of  German Unity, we 
celebrate what we have achieved 
and created with the support of  our 
friends, including India.

However, not all barriers have 
been broken down. Invisible walls 
and prejudices still prevail in our 
heads. As a Consul General, it is 
my constant endeavour to break 
these figurative barriers and build 
bridges instead, by connecting 
minds and linking people. An effort 
to bring civil societies together, and 
engage with young minds to chart a 

better future is one that will never 
go to waste   

We see a Germany that has a 
strong economy and is respected 
worldwide. We see a vibrant 
democracy in which confident 
citizens resolve disputes peacefully 
and look pragmatically for solutions. 
The joy we have experienced in 
recent years also gives us the 
strength to take on responsibility 
in the world, and foster cooperation 
with our allies and partner 
countries. ‘Multi-lateralism’ is 
the key-word in German foreign 
policy these days. In simple terms, 
it means, ‘You cannot do it alone’.  
It’s an effort to boost international 
cooperation by tackling global 
issues – be it democracy, human 
rights, disarmament, digitalisation 
or climate change. 

Besides our partnership with 
India on global issues, we can 
proudly say that Germany and India 
enjoy manifold areas of  bilateral 
cooperation. The momentum for 
this agenda is ably provided by 
our partners: The Indo-German 
Chamber of  Commerce (IGCC) 
that connects businesses, and 
the Goethe Institut (Max Mueller 
Bhavan) in Mumbai, that completes 
a remarkable fifty years. Goethe 
Institut has truly been a builder 
of  bridges and has played a vital 
role in contributing to the cultural 
landscape of  India. 

This year, I complete three 

years as the Consul General of  the 
Federal Republic of  Germany in 
Mumbai. My love for the country 
and the potential it offers in terms 
of  bilateral relations inspired 
me to extend my tenure here. 
Every other day, I meet the young 
generation aspiring to achieve. In 
fact, Germany is one of  the most 
preferred countries for higher 
education. 

On the trade and commerce front, 
while many German companies 
are looking to make a foray into 
India, there are many that have 
already made headway here, and 
have expansion plans in the offing; 
German companies are keen to 
‘Make in India’ and provide job 
opportunities, and innovative and 
technological solutions for the 
people of  India. We are optimistic 
about India’s economic development 
and growing prosperity. 

To showcase the strong affiliation 
between India and Germany, the 
German Consulate together with 
the IGCC is hosting the third 
edition of  the ‘German Days in 
Mumbai’ from October 10th to 13th 
at the Mahayanist Racecourse, 
where we would bring Germany to 
the city of  Mumbai – the taste of  
German delicacies, the flavour of  
German beer, the spirit of  football 
and a family-carnival equipped 
with science labs, virtual reality 
experiences and the works, for 
curious minds and joyful hearts.

FREEDOM TURNS 30!
The Consul General of the Federal Republic of 

Germany, DR. JÜRGEN MORHARD, recounts the Fall 
of the Berlin Wall thirty years ago; and envisions a 

great future for Germany and India. 

FAST FACTS

The Federal Republic of Germany is a country located in Central 
Western Europe, which lies between the Baltic and North Seas to the 
north; and the Alps, Lake Constance and the High Rhine to the south. 
It borders Denmark to the north, Poland and the Czech Republic to the 
east, Austria and Switzerland to the south, France to the southwest, 
and Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands to the west.
A founding member of the European Economic Community in 1957 
and the European Union in 1993, Germany is a part of the Schengen 
Area, and became a co-founder of the Eurozone in 1999. Germany is a 
member of the United Nations, NATO, the G7, the G20, and the OECD. 
Known for its rich cultural history, Germany has been continuously the 
home of influential and successful artists, philosophers, musicians, 
sportspeople, entrepreneurs, scientists, engineers, and inventors.
Germany has over 2 millennia of history. Berlin, its capital, is home to 
art and nightlife scenes, the Brandenburg Gate and many sites relating 
to WWII. Munich is known for its Oktoberfest and beer halls, including 
the 16th-century Hofbräuhaus. Frankfurt, with its skyscrapers, houses 
the European Central Bank.

Official Name: Full Name: Federal Republic of Germany

Capital: Berlin (also the largest city)

Other Major Cities: Munich, Hamburg, Frankfurt, 
Stuttgart, Dresden, Leipzig, Cologne

Government: Federal Parliamentary Republic

President (Head of State): Frank-Walter Steinmeier

Chancellor (Head of Government): Angela Merkel 

Reunification of Germany (National Day): October 3, 
1990

Anthem: Das Lied der Deutschen (The Song of the 
Germans)

Area: Total 357,386sq km (137,988 sq mi)

Population: 83,019,200 (2018 estimate) 

GDP (PPP): Total $4.555 trillion 

 Per capita $54,983(2019 estimate) 

Currency: Euro 

 1 Euro = 1.10 USD

 1 Euro = 78.07Indian Rupees

National Flower: Blue Cornflower (Knapweed)

Official Bird & Animal: Bundesadler (Black Eagle)

Time Zone: GMT +1

Internet TLD: .de and .eu

Calling Code: +49

Driving: On the right

The Holocaust Memorial is a memorial in 
Berlin to the Jewish  victims of the Holocaust
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF 
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OUT OF 30 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES RANKED BASED ON SCORES IN THREE  
DIMENSIONS – EDUCATION, COST, AND LIFE & CAREER, GERMANY’S OFFER OF MOSTLY 

TUITION-FREE, WORLD-CLASS UNIVERSITIES WAS DISTINCTLY HARD TO BEAT 

A
N ANNUAL ANALYSIS 
BY EUROPEAN HIGHER 
EDUCATION PORTAL 
Study.EU ranks Germany 
as the best choice for 

international students within a table 
of  30 European study destinations. 
Interestingly, this marks the second 
consecutive year in which Germany 
appears at the top of  the Study.EU 
Country Ranking, a performance 
the portal attributes to the country’s 
remarkable mix of  world-class 
education at zero or nearly-zero fees. 
In addition, Study.EU points out that 
Germany has made a considerable 
improvement in the number of  
courses offered in English, and 
boasts the lowest unemployment 
rate for university graduates in 
Europe.

According to Study.EU, the key 
question addressed by its ranking 
is ‘which European countries 
are the best choices for full-time 
degree students?’ Data informing 
the ranking include university 
world rankings, governmental 
and university information on 
study programmes and tuition 
fees, and data from sources 
including Eurostat, the UN, and 
the OECD regarding cost of  living, 
unemployment, quality of  life, and 
safety in the various countries.

The ranking is based on scores 
in three areas: Education, Cost, and 
Life & Career. For the first time, 
this year’s analysis incorporates 
a score for ‘personal safety’ in the 
Life & Career area, reflecting the 
importance of  this consideration 
for today’s international students. 
Of  the three dimensions, Education 
(i.e., quality of  education) is 
weighted the highest, making up 
45% of  the total score, with Cost 
accounting for 30% and Life & 
Career scores contributing the final 
25%. These three key factors are 
used to generate an overall score for 
each country out of  100.

Looking just at Education factors, 
the UK is ranked first by a wide 
margin with a score of  86.7% versus 
the next highest scores of  Germany 
(74%), Netherlands (61.3%), and 
France (53.4%). This dimension is 
scored according to performance 
in university rankings, indicators 
of  teaching quality, and number 
of  English-taught bachelor’s and 
master’s programmes. When it comes 
specifically to teaching quality, as 
measured by staff-to-student ratios 
and academic reputation surveys, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and 
Germany score the highest.

The Cost dimension considers 
affordability across a number of  
areas, including cost of  living, 
housing, and average tuition fees. 
In this area Poland scores the 
highest – 98.1% – followed by Serbia 
(96.3%), Hungary (95.7%), Romania 
(94.1%), and Turkey (92%). This 
is a decidedly different group of  
countries than the one represented 
in the overall ranking. Germany is 
an exception, with a relatively high 

score in this dimension (88.5%) as 
well as being the overall top-ranked 
country, thanks to its virtually 
tuition-free public university system 
and moderate cost of  living.

By contrast, the UK places last in 
the Cost dimension, though Study.
EU notes that (a) studying in the 
UK is more affordable this year 
than in 2017 due to the declining 
value of  the British pound, and 
(b) that the Cost dimension offers 
only ‘rough guidance’, given that 
it is an average. For example, they 
point out that a year studying for an 
MBA in London will inevitably be 
much more expensive than, say, an 
Anthropology degree in Cardiff.

Life & Career scores, which 
represent 25% of  the overall score 
contributing to a country’s ranking, 
are ever more significant given how 
much students think about their 
study experience as well as post-
graduation outcomes today. The 
factors going into Life & Career 
are English proficiency among the 
population, UN World Happiness 
Index data, unemployment rates for 
the tertiary-educated, and personal 
safety indicators. The leading 
countries in this area are the UK 
(88%), Ireland (87.6%), Iceland 
(87.4%), Norway (86.4%), and the 
Netherlands (85%).

Speaking with Forbes magazine, 
GerritBlöss, CEO of  Study.EU, 

highlighted two factors he sees 
influencing the direction of  
international higher education for 
years to come. “First, there is the 
Donald Trump Presidency driving 
international students away from 
the US to other countries – in many 
cases, Europe. And then there is the 
upcoming Brexit, of  which neither 
the timeline nor the consequences 
are foreseeable.”

Clearly, the biggest gainers in this 
scenario are countries like Germany 
and other European nations.

DAAD STRATEGY 2020  
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE BEST
Providing scholarships remains the 
DAAD’s ‘core business’’

STRUCTURES FOR 
INTERNATIONALISATION
Creating and maintaining the 
structures that make academic 
exchange and mobility possible 

EXPERTISE FOR ACADEMIC 
COLLABORATIONS
Providing information and advisory 
services to institutions of higher 
education and other academic 
exchange stakeholders, both in 
Germany and abroad  

 
DAAD SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
FUNDING SCHEMES  
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR INDIVIDUALS
Students
Research scholars
Academicians and scientists
Alumni 

PROJECT & COOPERATION BASED 
PROGRAMMES
Higher education institutions
Research institutions 

DAAD
The German 
Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) is a 
joint organisation of  
German institutions 
of  higher education 
and student bodies. 
The aim of  DAAD 
is to promote 
academic cooperation 
worldwide, especially 
through the exchange 
of  students, scholars, 
academics, and 
scientists. 

In developing 
countries, the DAAD 
is actively engaged in 
promoting academic 
cooperation. Being a renowned and 
long established institution in the 
realm of  high-level education on 
an international basis it features 
an impressive network of  alumni. 
Established in 1960, it promotes 
academic exchange between 
Germany and India, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. 
It supports academicians and 
scientists in fulfilling their 
academic and scientific pursuits 
by providing financial assistance. 
It grants scholarships to students, 
invites scientists to Germany from 
these countries, as well as those 
from Germany to these countries, 
and supports bilateral research 
projects.

DAAD is funded by the Federal 
Republic of  Germany and is 
functioning as an official agency 
in accordance with the Cultural 
Agreement between Germany 
and India of  March 1969.

The Regional Office of  the 
DAAD in India is based in New 
Delhi and has Information 
Centres in Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Mumbai and Pune.

DWIH
In line with the 
strategic initiative 
of  the Federal 
Foreign Office  
to internationalise 
science and research, 
The German Centre 
for Research and 
Innovation (DWIH) 
has established its 
centres in Brazil, 
Japan, Russia, USA 
and India. 

Acting as an 
innovation hotspot, 
DWIH plays an 
important catalytic 
role in establishing 
and cultivating 

scientific partnerships by 
providing a forum to German 
research organisations, 
universities and research-based 
companies to develop ground-
breaking solutions for current 
and future challenges through 
new joint projects. These centres 
work incessantly on a wide 
range of  topics, set-up networks 
between business and research, 
advise and support researchers, 
and connect German innovators 
to their international 
counterparts.  

The DWIH in New Delhi 
serves as a ‘one-stop’ shop for 
interested students, researchers 
and potential partner 
institutions, and disseminates 
information about higher 
education in Germany, research 
landscape and funding sources. 
It promotes and facilitates 
bilateral projects in higher 
education, language, science, 
research and innovation.

The DWIH is funded by the 
Federal Foreign Office and 
managed by DAAD.

APOORV 
MAHENDRU

Deputy Director & 
Head, Marketing 

DAAD
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International students in Germany*

Indian Students in Germany*

Germany is the third most popular country for international students**
International students constitute 13.17% of the total number of students in Germany*

The number of Indian students in Germany has increased threefold in the past seven years
Indians form the 2nd largest group of international students enrolled at German universities

EUROPE’S NO. 1 
STUDY DESTINATION

Humboldt University, Berlin

DAAD’s Young Ambassadors for the year 2019-20 look forward to a bright future

I am currently pursuing my 
Master’s in Mathematics at 
the Freie Universität, Berlin. I 
am interested in mathematical 
modelling and numerical 
simulations and its applicability 
in solving complex problems in 
various fields. I am also working 
as a student research assistant 
at the Max Planck Institute for 
Human Development in a group that primarily 
deals in statistical modelling applied to various 
problems in lifespan psychology. My primary 
role in the group is to assist in developing new 
mathematical modelling and to further improve 
the existing ones. I was also fortunate to receive 
the German scholarship, Deutschlandstipendium. 
My dream is to pursue a career in research and 
development.I personally feel Germany is one of  
the best places to pursue higher education because 
of  its wide range of  practice-oriented options, its 
rich culture and some wonderful people.

— Maria Mathew 
Masters - Mathematics, FreieUniversität, Berlin

I am currently pursuing Masters 
from RWTH Aachen in CAME 
- Computer Aided Conception 
and Production in Mechanical 
Engineering. Also, I am working as 
a student research assistant at IAM 
Aachen. I feel studying in Germany 
is an overall learning experience 
which will bring the best out of  
you. Students get opportunities like 
working with renowned researchers & observing 
their ways of  working. Apart from technical 
advancement, Germany has also provided me the 
opportunity to practise human values which are 
indeed essential in life. It was wonderful meeting 
new and excited people from different countries 
having various cultural backgrounds, trying 
different cuisines and of  course, exploring Europe 
during weekends. Germany is the best decision I’ve 
ever made for its plethora of  opportunities to thrive, 
one that’s enriched me intellectually and culturally.  

— Amandeep Singh
Masters - Mechanical Engineering

RWTH Aachen

Humboldt University, Berlin 

I did an International Research 
Fellowship at Charité-
Universitätsmedizin, Berlin. It 
is an institute of  excellence in 
Germany for research. I worked 
in the areas of  oncology and 
tuberculosis. Germany is a great 
place for research and studies. It 
provides an excellent platform for 
researchers and students to learn 
new skills, engage in stimulating discussions, and 
promote healthy exchange of  ideas. Germany is a 
technological leader with most advanced scientific 
equipment and state-of-the-art research facilities. 
There are great opportunities in Germany to gain 
expertise in both clinical medicine and basic sciences 
research. During my stay in Germany, I enjoyed 
working on exciting problems in cancer research. 
The professors and fellow researchers were extremely 
kind and cooperative and assisted me in familiarising  
myself  with the German research methodologies.

— Abhishek Mittal
Masters - Life Sciences/Medicine

Charité–Universitätsmedizin, Berlin

I am a Mechanical Engineer by 
training. I came to Germany in 2013 
to pursue my specialisation in Power 
Engineering from the TUM - Technical 
University of  Munich. I graduated with 
a Masters in Science in December 2015. 
From mid-2016 I have been working at 
a German automotive tier 1 supplier. 
I have worked in various functions 
within the organisation. To enhance my 
business knowledge and skills, I have decided to pursue my
studies in management from WHU - Ottobeisheim School of  
Management in Düsseldorf  and am pursuing a Part Time-
MBA, which started in September 2019. My stay in Germany 
has really been an incredible and enriching experience in 
my life, both for professional and personal development. As
a newcomer, there are many things which you must take 
from German culture. Some of  the things, which I always 
admire about them, are their work ethics, punctuality, and 
their attitude towards maintaining a good balance between
professional and personal life.

— David Furtado 
Masters - Management

WHU - Otto Beisheim School of  Management, Düsseldorf
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Berlin Wall was 
more than just a 
physical barrier 
that surrounded 
West Berlin and 
prevented access to 
it from East Berlin 
and adjacent areas 
of East Germany 
during the period 
from 1961 to 1989

People from  
East and  
West Germany 
congregate at  
the Berlin Wall on  
November 10,1989,  
one day after it  
was officially 
opened

The ‘Fall of  the 
Wall’ signifies 
the victory of  
the people. It 
is testimony 
to the fact that 
when you stand 
together you 
can achieve 
great things. 
It was a result of  the resolve and 
courage of  many people who fought 
risking their lives and wellbeing. 
It marked not only the end of  the 
Cold War, but also the end of  being 
asked, “Which part of  Germany 
are you from?” 

I was studying BSc. in London at 
the time. My flat-mates and I were 
watching the news and we simply 
could not believe our eyes. The Wall 
had opened! It was a moment of  
mixed emotions. I was relieved that 
the fight had finally come to an end, 
and I was anxious to reach people 
back home. I immediately ran to 
the phone booth and tried calling 
my sister who was in Berlin. I could 
not reach her because – as she told 
me later – she was out celebrating 
the fall of  the Berlin Wall.

‘The Fall of  the Wall’ meant the 
change of  the future of  the two 
Germanys. We, as citizens, had 
two things to do – one, to set things 
right, and two, to ensure that this 
mistake is never repeated.

Berlin, a city that used to be grey, 
is now a brighter place to be. You 
should visit it sometime. 

— Isabel Schmidt, Consul 

I was twelve years old 
when it happened. The 
Wall opened. I remember 
watching it on television 
with my mother. We just 
couldn’t believe what we 
were seeing. It was utter 
joy and relief  for the 
German people on both 
sides of  the Wall!

Who knew that years 
later, this historic event would 
also have a personal effect on my 
life. My wife was born in Bernau, 
which is in Brandenburg, outside 
of  East Berlin. I was born and 
raised in West Berlin, but used 

to travel often to the 
East side, as my father’s 
family was from there. 

So when my wife 
and I got married, 
it was (literally) the 
union of  an East and a 
West German. Similar 
incidents have happened 
with my friends – many 
of  them have spouses 

who are from East Germany. And 
our wonderful children wouldn’t 
be here, if  it weren’t for the ‘Fall 
of  the Wall’.

— Jean-MarcMedem,  
Consular Attaché

The first word that came 
to mind when I got the 
news that the wall was 
opened was ‘Finally!’ I 
was in Prague at the time, 
and it was my first posting 
as a Foreign Diplomat. 
It was a sensitive place 
to be at the time, as 
Prague was treated as 
a meeting point for the 
East and West Germans. Because 
of  the Communist regime, East 
Germany and Czechoslovakia 
were considered ‘brothers’. East 
Germans didn’t require a visa to 
enter Czech territory, and West 
Germans were required to only 
pay a fee of  30 DM a day. As a 
German Mission, our doors were 
always open to both – East and 
West Germans. There were 5,000 to 
7,000 East Germans at the German 

Embassy who wouldn’t 
leave because they were 
afraid they would be 
jailed if  they stepped 
out. They lived there! We 
set up bunk beds, put up 
tents on the courtyard, 
set up an area where the 
children could be taught 
and therefore wouldn’t 
miss out on their 

education. Twice a week, I drove a 
truck to an army fort in Germany 
to organise supplies – food, books, 
clothes, medicines, and literally 
everything else. The German 
diplomats posted in Prague worked 
24x7 for two months. And so, when 
the Wall came down, we all said, 
“Finally!” Finally, what we never 
thought would happen, happened! 

— JuergenSchlug,  
Consular Attaché

When you stand 
together you  

can achieve great 
things

Our children wouldn’t be here  
if it hadn’t happened

The first word that came  
to mind was…‘Finally!’

THE WALL IS NOW OPEN
It has been 30 years since the Berlin Wall opened, but the memories 

still remain fresh. German Diplomats share their reactions when 
they first heard the words, ‘The Wall is Open’ 

G
ermany isn’t only a popular study 
hub; it has recently emerged as 
a leading career destination for 
Indian professionals. With its 
continuing economic growth, 

employment opportunities at German 
companies are always on the rise. 
Simultaneously, the powerhouse of  the 
European economy faces a dearth of  
qualified professionals. According to 
data from the German Research Unit 
on Securing Skilled Labour (KOFA), 
about 79% of  all registered vacancies 
in Germany in 2018 were in so-called 
shortage occupations and, thus, 
considered difficult to fill up. Only five 
years prior, in 2014, this ratio still stood 
at 48%. While this shortage does not 
span across all professional areas, it 
opens up opportunities for Indian STEM 
professionals both on an academic as 
well as vocational/technician level 
– provided that their qualification is 
recognised in Germany.

The recognition of  qualifications brings 
with it an increased level of  transparency, 
which enables German employers to 
understand foreign qualifications better 
and provide more suitable employment 
opportunities. It is therefore an important 
prerequisite for obtaining a work visa 
for Germany. This is also mandatory for 
candidates in regulated professions, i.e. 
whose occupation requires a professional 
permit, or those wishing to use a 
protected professional title. However, 
recognition procedures and competent 

authorities vary depending on factors
such as profession, targeted work location
and purpose of  recognition.

Free Advisory Service
To assist Indian professionals with the
recognition of  their qualifications, the
Indo-German Chamber of  Commerce
(IGCC) launched the advisory service
ProRecognition in 2015. Sponsored
by the German Federal Ministry of
Education and Research, this project
informs individuals interested in
working in Germany about the demand
for their area of  expertise, provides
guidance on recognition procedures and
outcomes; provides assistance through
the recognition process and answers
all questions related to job search and
employment in Germany. Till date, the
team, which works out of  the IGCC Pune
office, has consulted more than 1,300
individuals from various professional

backgrounds.
In addition to its information service,

ProRecognition conducts workshops on
German application culture at various
locations across India. Covering the
foundations of  self-presentation, vacancy
search, application documents and
interview preparation, the interactive,
full-day programme prepares Indian
job seekers to overcome inter-cultural
barriers and leave behind the right
impression for German employers. Best
of  all, it provides all its advisory services

free of  charge.

D
SB is the oldest truly international 
school in Mumbai with students and 
teachers from about 40 countries, 
creating an environment that fosters 
diversity. Set up in 1961 to serve the 

large German community in the city in 
those days, the school later expanded to offer 
an international section taught in English, 
making it relevant to a larger audience. 
German DNA combined with the rigour of  
the British school curriculum, set in the 
local ethos of  Indian culture makes DSB a 
unique choice for today’s global citizens. 
The multi-lingual and multi-cultural 
environment has inclusiveness at its heart.

International, Inclusive & 
Individualised Education
Many aspects of  the school are consistent 
with what teachers in Germany aspire to. 
The deliberate choice of  staying a small 
school, allows a high degree of  personalised 

care to each child’s needs. State of  the 
art equipment and flexible and tailored 
curricula enable teaching and learning 
in an adaptive and creative fashion and 
helps get the best out of  every child. Strong 
partnerships with the German Consulate 
General, as well as German institutions 
and companies in Mumbai offer great entry 
points to German culture and language – 
probably even for later studies in Germany.

A Community School For Dynamic 
Learning
DSB’s Garden Campus, which is home to the 
kindergarten and primary school, is located 
close to the sea in the historic quarter of  
Mumbai and offers a beautiful garden area 
where toddlers play. The second location 
of  the school for Secondary High School 
students, Aurum House is located about two 
kilometres away in the green south of  the 
city. Developed in 2014, it represents iconic 
modern school design with largely open 
and flexible teaching areas over five floors 
that can be moulded and changed depending 
on the requirement - transforming from 
a history classroom to a drama space in a 
matter of  minutes. Moving forward into 2020, 
DSB has exciting plans to open in August 
at a new campus shared with the French 
school, the vision being to become a beacon 
of  excellence, reflecting the best of  European 
educational traditions and values.

T
he Goethe Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan Mumbai will celebrate its 
Golden Jubilee with a three-day 
festival beginning on October 18.
1968: On December 2, 1968, the 

Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan 
Mumbai began German language classes in 
Malabar Hill.
1969: Officially inaugurated in 1969, the 
Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan, 
Mumbai, was originally situated in the 
ground floor of  philanthropist Bapsy 
Sabavala’s bungalow. Along with language 
classes, the institute offered a taste of  
German culture with intimate concerts at 
the bungalow.
1972: The Institut became too large for the 
quaint Malabar Hill bungalow, and moved to 
its current location in the CSMVS Museum 
annexe, where it spread out over three floors.
1976: Director Joachim Buehler, also a 
pianist and orchestra conductor, used his 

expertise to bolster an interest in classical 
music in Mumbai. He began working with 
the recently founded Bombay Chamber 
Orchestra (then called the Bombay 
Philharmonia).
1978: Nobel Prize-winning novelist, poet, 
playwright, graphic artist, sculptor and 
wearer of  many more hats, Günter Grass 
spent ten days in Mumbai and agreed to a 
public conversation at the Max Mueller 
Bhavan Mumbai. Grass returned to India 
again in 2005.
1983-86: Dr. Georg Lechner initiated the 
‘East West Encounters’ during his term 
as Director. The project included a series 
of  East-West dialogues about art, music, 
theatre, dance, philosophy and science.
1986: Sculptor Meera Mukherjee’s 
relationship with Germany began in the 
1950s with a scholarship to the Akademie der 
Bildenden Künste in Munich. Dr. Lechner, 
who appreciated her work greatly, called 

her ‘an Indian artist of  Expressionism’ and 
invited her to hold the first of  what would be 
a number of  exhibitions across the Goethe 
Instituts in India.
1992-93: Dr. Anna Winterberg initiated 
an HIV/AIDS awareness programme with 
seminars for medical professionals, social 
workers and the scientific community to 
discuss the issue. This programme led 
to the first national conference on AIDS 
with medical professionals from India and 
Germany.
Nov 93: In the winter of  1993, Heiner Müller’s 
play Medeamaterial, was performed at the 
Stuttgart Hall as a collaboration between 
visual artist Nalini Malani and theatre-
person Alaknanda Samarth.

INDO-GERMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCEDEUTSCHE SCHULE BOMBAY

GOETHE INSTITUT / MAX MUELLER BHAVAN

Empowering Indian ProfessionalsThe Oldest International School In Mumbai

50 Years Of Great Achievements
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BERLIN, THE BEAUTY THAT IT IS

B
ERLIN IS GERMANY’S 
CULTURAL MELTING 
POT. This modern city has 
a hipster cool vibe to it and 
mesmerises with its vibrant 

culture, diverse food, avant-garde 
architecture and portentous history. 
The city, which was bombed and 
destroyed in World War II, has 
bounced back and resurrected itself  
with much resilience. 

Travel Tip: The best way to 
explore a city is on foot, and that’s 
how I went about exploring most of  
Berlin.

I headed to the Goethe Institut 
– an institution that promotes the 
study of  the German language 
and encourages international, 
cultural exchange. I found that 
the sky-scraping ‘Fernsehturm’ or 
Berlin’s TV Tower accompanied me 
everywhere I went. The 368-metre-
tall structure was constructed by 
the government of  the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR) or East 
Germany. It was inaugurated on 
3rd October 1969, and considered to 
be a symbol of  Communist power. 
Many were in favour of  demolishing 
the tower with the Fall of  the Wall. 
The Federal Republic of  Germany, 
however, chose to keep the building 
and overhaul its broadcasting 
facilities. The edifice now adds much 

colour to the city, especially during 
the Festival of  Lights.

Berlin has a lot to offer to people 
intrigued by history. As you walk 
down ‘Unter den Linden’ and ‘Pariser 
Platz’, beautifully lined with trees 
on both sides, one is stunned by the 
magnitude of  the Brandenburg Gate 
– an important central landmark of  
Berlin. When Germany was divided, 
the gate was inaccessible to both, the 
East and West Germans. However, 
when the wall opened, people 
gathered at the gate and rejoiced. 
Since then, this stately monument 
has come to symbolise unity and 
freedom. It is the preferred choice 
of  venue for silent rallies, peaceful 
protests and demonstrations. The 
other monuments like the Reichtag, 
Berliner Dom, and the Synagogue on 
the Oranienburger Strasse, remind 
you of  Berlin’s tumultuous past. 

After a long but fruitful day, I found 
myself  on a tram headed home. 
My home in Berlin was a gorgeous, 
rustic flat owned by an equally 

gorgeous host, ‘Frau Waaser’, whom 
I now call a friend. Frau Waaser 
was warm and a constant source of  
information. 

Travel Tip: The best part of  
staying with a local is the different 
perspective with which you look at 
a new place. You are fed first-hand 
experiences; it’s also an opportunity 
to be introduced to a new culture; 
you shed your prejudices and widen 
your horizons.

Berlin’s rather modern architecture 
is punctuated here and there with 
remnants of  the Wall that once divided 
it into East and West. The Wall, not 
only physically but ideologically, 
divided Berlin from 1961 to 1989. It 
drew a line between communism and 
capitalism, repression and freedom. 
The Wall seems to have seen it all: 
families separated, friends waving at 
each other from opposite sides, lovers 
secretly meeting, people trying to 
jump over it, some digging a tunnel 
under it – everybody chasing their 
freedom.

One can only imagine the relief  
that the people felt on the night of
9th November 1989. They marched 
towards the Wall, hammer and 
chisel in hand, to bring down the 
monstrosity.

Walk along the East Side Gallery,
and you see the Wall adorned with
murals and graffiti. The Berlin Wall
was one of  the largest canvases in
the world. It was used by people 
to express their ideas of  freedom.
Some of  the works at the East Side
Gallery such as Dmitri Vrubel’s 
‘Fraternal Kiss’ and Birgit Kinders’
‘Trabant Breaking Through the
Wall’ are particularly popular. The
gallery walls along Friedrichstraße
and Zimmerstraße give you 
information about the various
escape attempts of  the people from

East to West Berlin. 
Check point Charlie still remains 

a busy area in Berlin. Once a 
prominent crossing point between 
the two Germanys, tourists swarm 
there for pictures before entering 
the ‘The Wall Museum’. 

Berliners have transformed the 
originally dreary East Berlin into a 
place of  cafes and restaurants with 
a bohemian chic vibe.

As I devoured ice cream on a warm 
sunny day by the Spree river, that
runs through the heart of  Berlin, it 
was heartening to observe how the
Berliners have at last embraced the 
good times: sun-bathing, relaxing or

picnicking on the banks of  the Spree.
This November, the country will 

celebrate the 30th anniversary of  the 
Fall of  the Berlin Wall. There will be 
art installations, open-air exhibits, 
and a 7-day, city-wide festival that 
will commemorate the reunification 
of  Berlin.

At the Goethe Institut where I was
learning German, I made friends
from all over the world: Sweden, 
Russia, Bucharest, Paris, and Brazil. 
Our long conversations over German
beer, Döner kebabs and Currywurst 
is something I shall cherish forever, 
but most of  all I shall cherish Berlin, 

the beauty that it is.

A piece of the Wall at Potsdamer Platz

Brandenburg Gate
Remains of the Berlin Wall today

Where the Wall once stood...

Berlin Cathedral
A watchtower in Berlin 

erected in 1971

Fernsehturm, Berlin’s famous TV tower Hackesche Höfe
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A
FTER GARNERING 
TREMENDOUS RESPONSE 
LAST YEAR, the German 
Consulate in Mumbai, 
together with the Indo-

German Chamber of  Commerce 
(IGCC), is back with German Days 
3.0 in Mumbai, a mega-carnival 
that will offer Mumbaikars all things 
German. 

The third edition of  German 
Days in Mumbai promises not only 
thrice the fun and excitement but 
also sustainable enrichment. It has 
something great for everyone – be 
it businessmen, entrepreneurs, 
students, children, and the public at 
large. 

German Days 3.0 will kick off  
with the lavish closed-door event, the 
German National Day reception 
on the evening of  October 10. The 
German community in India, along 
with friends and partners of  Germany, 
will celebrate 30 years of  the ‘Fall 
of  the Wall’ and the completion of  a 
noteworthy 50 years of  the Goethe 
Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan, in 
Mumbai.

The much-loved Mumbai Christmas 
Fest just got a new flavour, and will be 
presented as the Family Fun Carnival 
Weekend during the German Days. 

Scheduled on October 12 and 13, the 
event will open with activities and 
workshops for children. There’ll be a 
petting zoo, a football zone, a science 
corner and shopping stalls of  various 
products and handicrafts. As this 
year’s celebrations revolve around 
the Fall of  the Berlin Wall, students, 
children and visitors will be able to 
participate in Wall-painting activities, 
where they can express their ideas 
through colours and have a splash of  
fun. 

Football cannot be missed at 
German Days 3.0. The Indo-German 
Football Cooperation, in association 
with Hafele, brings you the chance 
to hit it off  with legend Klaus 
Augenthaler, former player of  the FC 
Bayern and a member of  Germany’s 
1990 FIFA World Cup winning heroes. 
Augenthaler will conduct short 
training sessions, hold motivational 
talks and interact with children and 
visitors on October 12. 

Any German fest is incomplete 
without a dash of  the German 
engineering experience. For auto 
and car lovers, Audi India will host 
the annual Audi weekender driving 
experience on October 12 and 13.

There’s business on the agenda 
too. Increased economic activity and 

rising global trade are increasingly 
affecting our environment 
and reshaping the way we live. 
Understanding and managing these 
complex relationships are major 
challenges of  our times. To this effect, 
German Days 3.0 will host ‘Fridays for 
a Sustainable Future’ on October 11. 
A conference on Sustainability & CSR 
will bring together companies, NGOs, 
and foundations. 

German Days 3.0 in Mumbai will 
culminate into the well-renowned 
Mumbai Oktoberfest on the 
evenings of  October 11, 12 and 13. 
Everyone’s invited to enjoy German 
culture with German food and drink 
in a typical German tent, with the 
Munich-based German band ‘Die 
Kirchdofer’ playing live. 

Whether you want to network 
with top Indo-German business 
representatives, get to know Germany 
better, or just let your hair down 
and surrender to the best German 
experience in town, German Days 3.0 is 
where you need to be.

*Entry to all conferences are  
by pre-registration. 

** Free Entry for children below 12 years at 
the Family Fun Carnival; Adults: ` 250

***Tickets for Oktoberfest: www.insider.in

KICK OFF YOUR BLUES…  
IN GERMAN STYLE

SCHOTT  
Glass Made Of Ideas

T
HE INTERNATIONAL 
TECHNOLOGY GROUP 
SCHOTT, one of  the world’s 
leading suppliers of  specialty 
glass and glass-ceramics, has 

been active in India since 1998. Schott’s 
pharmaceutical tubing manufacturing 
operation started in India in 1998 in 
Jambusar near Vadodara. High quality 
FIOLAX® glass tubing from Schott is 
used as a preferred primary packaging 
material by almost all leading 
pharmaceuticals companies in India. 
Schott is investing a significant amount 
to build new melting tanks to expand its 
pharmaceutical tubing manufacturing 
operations in India. Schott’s Tubing 
India factory is developing as a hub for 
pharmaceutical tubing to the Asian 
market.

In 2008, the company formed the 
joint venture Schott Kaisha, based in 
Mumbai which produces and markets 

glass ampoules, vials, syringes and 
cartridges for the pharmaceutical 
industry.

Today, besides the pharmaceutical 
industry, Schott serves many important 
growth markets, such as home 
appliances, automotive lightning, fire-
resistant glass, dental glass powders 
and consumer electronics. 

Several Indian brands avail of  Schott’s 
expertise. TTK Prestige uses Schott 
Special Flat Glass in its award winning 
glass cooktops. Schott also supply 
Xensation® cover glass for the protection 
of  today’s advanced cellphone displays, 
fire-resistant glass PYRAN S through a 
processor, FG Glass in Mumbai. Schott 
also maintains a close partnership with 
Vivo, the company that designs and 
manufactures smartphones. 

With several of  its products in use 
every day, Schott plays an important 
role in the lives of  millions in India.

With its high-quality products and intelligent 
solutions for over 130 years, Schott has been 

shaping the future of glass technology

T
HE BUNDESLIGA – GERMANY’S 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE, with the highest average stadium 
attendance in world football, and highest 
average goals per game ratio compared to 

other top European leagues – has partnered with the 
Indo German Chamber of  Commerce (IGCC) in 
Mumbai to be a part of  the German Days 2019 in 
Mumbai. The league will bring its famous Football 
As It’s Meant To Be mantra to the Mumbai 
Oktoberfest between October 11-13.

Over the course of  
the three-day event, the 
Bundesliga will reach out 
to and engage with fans 
in India. The Bundesliga 
Hut and Bundesliga 
Goal Challenge are two 
prominent activities of  
the Bundesliga setup that 
will be open to visitors 
at the event staged at the 
Mahalaxmi Racecourse.

With the Bundesliga Hut, fans will be invited to 
participate in the fun and frolic that comes with the 
Oktoberfest. The traditional German hut forms the 
perfect space for visitors to unwind and relax with 
a glass of  beer. There’s more on offer though at the 
Bundesliga Hut, with Playstations featuring EA 
Sports’ FIFA 20 game available for the visitors to play.

While guests may relax at the Bundesliga Hut, 
the Bundesliga Goal Challenge is a test of  skills 
for visitors, with official Bundesliga merchandise 
including club jerseys, T-shirts and mini footballs 
up for grabs for those who ace it. Also in attendance 
at the Oktoberfest will be Borussia Dortmund’s 
popular mascot ‘Emma’, along with her FC Bayern 
counterpart ‘Berni’.

FC Bayern München legend Klaus Augenthaler 
(who represented the German national team, winning 
the FIFA World Cup in 1990) will be a part of  the 
Oktoberfest, while representing one of  FC Bayern’s 
regional partners. Bundesliga fans have a lot to look 
forward to with Augenthaler set to bring the much-

coveted Bundesliga ‘Meisterschale’ trophy to India. 
That presents an exciting opportunity for fans to get
photos with German football’s number one prize.

In order to heed to the demand for German football 
in India, the Bundesliga announced an exclusive 
long-term partnership with IMG Reliance last year, 
and is looking forward to showcasing what they 
mean by ‘Football As It’s Meant To Be’ with fans at 
this year’s Mumbai Oktoberfest.

With ‘Football As It’s Meant To Be’ unleashed at the Oktoberfest 
in Mumbai, courtesy Bundesliga, football fans are in for a 

delectable treat this year

‘AUGE’ KLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN! 
Klaus Augenthaler pursued and harvested honours like no 
other player, making him at one point the most successful 
individual in Bundesliga history. At Bayern, 'Auge' won 
the championship seven times (1980, 1981, 1985, 
1986, 1987, 1989, 1990), the DFB German Cup three 
times (1982, 1984, 1986), and was twice a European 
Champions Cup losing finalist (1982, 1987).
However, the year 1990 was to prove the most glorious 
in an already illustrious playing career. Augenthaler added 
spine to the Germany side which doggedly stuck to the 
task and sealed a 1-0 victory over Argentina in the World 
Cup final in Rome, just a few weeks after he had hoisted 
the Bundesliga shield into the Bavarian sky for a record 
seventh time.
'Auge' made 404 appearances for Bayern and 27 for 
Germany, scoring 52 top flight goals.

Klaus Augenthaler in national 
colours during the FIFA World Cup 

1990 which West Germany won

Come, India… Meet Germany! 
It’s bigger, it’s better, and it’s back! German Days 3.0 in Mumbai 

promises non-stop entertainment with lots of frills, spills and thrills!
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THE MITTELSTAND
German SMEs & Their  Hidden Champions

Germany’s SMEs are the backbone of its phenomenal economic growth and are largely responsible for making  
the country the powerhouse it is today, says Manoj Barve, India Head of BVMW (German Federal Association of SMEs)

G
ERMANY HAS BEEN 
THE LOCOMOTIVE OF 
THE PHENOMENAL 
EUROPEAN GROWTH in 
the post-World War II era. 

One often wonders what the main 
reason for Germany’s economic 
strength is. Perhaps its automotive 
giants like Mercedes, BMW, 
Volkswagen, and Audi… Or its 
chemical multinationals like Bayer 
and BASF… Maybe its electrical 
and automation conglomerates like 
Siemens and Bosch… Or possibly 
its service providers like SAP and 
Lufthansa…

Well, the real reason for Germany 
becoming a powerhouse has been 
its backbone – the SMEs – popularly 
known globally as - the Mittelstand.  

These are the 3.6 million 
publicity-shy small and medium-
sized enterprises – spread all across 
Germany –primarily in small 

towns and the countryside, mostly 
family-owned, mainly in industrial 
production – often manufacturing 
capital equipment, tools and 
components. 

These SMEs have set a benchmark 
for all the industrialised and 
industrialising nations of  the world 
to follow. The Mittelstand accounts 
for 36% of  German Industrial sales, 
but 58% of  its value addition, 60% 
of  its industrial employment, and 
83% of  its young apprentices. No 
wonder, the German Government 
and society listens when the 
Mittelstand speaks!

There are certain characteristics 
of  the Mittelstand which are 
interesting to note.
�� ���� ������������ ����������

are extremely focused on niche 
markets. Within that niche, 
they attempt global leadership. 
They set ambitious goals for 
themselves. They prefer to grow 

deeper (within that product 
group) than wider (unrelated 
diversifications). Since those 
companies do not drift into 
uncharted waters, they are able 
to concentrate their resources on 
R&D and innovation in the niche 
areas.  

�� ���� ������������ ���������� ����
very quality-driven. Anything 
worth doing is worth doing it 
right, they say. 

�� ���� ������������ ���������� ����
passionate and proud about 
what they do – even a simple 
looking product. Hence they 
strive to achieve excellence in 
their products and services. They 
follow the principle: ‘Excellence 
is doing ordinary things 
extraordinarily well’. Owners, 
employees, and suppliers 
collaborate to make the customer 
happy. 

�� ���������� ��� ��������� ���

another typical characteristic 
of  the Mittelstand companies. 
Customer relationship is its core 
competency – not to be delegated, 
but to be taken seriously by 
everyone in the organisation. 
Therefore they are able to 
provide solutions which the 
customer really needs. They are 
value, not price-oriented. Their 
development efforts are, thus, 
better directed towards practical 
solutions. This helps them 
cement long-term relationship 
with the customer.

�� ������ ������������ ��� ��������
responsibility undertaken by 
the Mittelstand. Germany’s 
world-famous dual-education 
system lets youth get trained, lets 
factories have local employees at 
reasonable costs, lets industry 
build world-class products, and 
offers German society a stable, 
strong and sustainable structure.

�� ����������������������������������
incremental improvements. They 
strive every day to make their 
product safer, more productive, 
and more efficient. They are 
highly focused on R&D and 
innovation. R&D is often carried 
out in collaboration with local 
universities and Fraunhofer 
Institutes.

�� ���� ������������ ��� ����� ������
for its employee participation. 
Often 3-4 generations of  
employees work shoulder-to-
shoulder with 3-4 generations of  
owner families in the same town. 
A bond is built. Flat structures 
allow them more participation 
not only in operational but 
also in strategic decisions. 
Employees feel valued and 
respected. Not surprising then 
that employee satisfaction is 
high and turnover is low.

�� ���������������������������������

is a distinct trait of  the 
Mittelstand. Being primarily
owner-driven, these companies
measure their success not in
quarters but in generations –
in continuity, in steady growth,
in moderate profitability, in 
job security and in community
development. Hence even during 
economic downturns, they 
continue to train, innovate and
consolidate. 
Today, as India aspires to 

use her demographic dividend, 
increase manufacturing share 
in the GDP, enhance exports, 
implement Industry 4.0 solutions, 
develop skills, strive for inclusive 
growth with reduction in 
regional disparities and equitable 
distribution of  income and adopt 
environmentally sustainable 
solutions of  growth – Germany, and 
especially its SME sector can guide 
us on this path.


