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Kohli and Jadeja send the South Africans on a leather hunt

India declares its first essay at a gargantuan 601 for five and its pacers quickly remove three top-order batsmen

SA IN INDIA

AMOL KARHADKAR
PUNE

Virat Kohli is a master at con-
verting fifties into big hun-
dreds. And the India captain
couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter situation than his 50th
Test as captain to gallop to
his personal best to virtually
seal the fate of the second
Test — and the Freedom Se-
ries — on the second day of
the game.

Thanks to Kohli’s unbea-
ten 254 and contrasting yet
vital support by his deputy
Ajinkya Rahane and allroun-
der Ravindra Jadeja, India de-
clared its first essay at a gar-
gantuan 601 for five at the
Maharashtra Cricket Associa-
tion Stadium here.

Umesh Yadav then got rid
of both the tired openers to
leave South Africa reeling at
13 for for two.

Nagging lines

India may have added 328
runs to its overnight total of
273 for three in just over 71
overs before calling curtains

A decade on, t

AMOL KARHADKAR
PUNE

In the World-conquering un-
der-19 squad of India, one
was the captain, and the oth-
er was his deputy. More than
a decade down the line, the
flamboyant Kohli has evolved
into India’s most successful
Test captain, while Ravindra
Jadeja has emerged as a relia-
ble allrounder across
formats.

It was fitting that when
Kohli eclipsed a plethora of
record to become the first In-
dian to score seven double
hundreds here at the Maha-
rashtra Cricket Association
Stadium on a frantic Friday,
Jadeja complemented him
from the other end as the duo
shut the doors on South Afri-

India-A games
help bridge gap
instandards

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE
Mayank Agarwal, the open-
er who is one of the suc-
cessful by-products of the
system involving India-A
tours, said it has been in-
strumental in bridging the
gap between domestic and
international cricket.
“India-A games really
helped bridge the gap bet-
ween domestic and inter-
national cricket because
the kind of teams you are
facing and kind of teams
other countries are fielding
for those games are top
quality. So you know that
you are almost playing in-
ternational standard of
bowling. It does help you
bridge gap between domes-
tic and international crick-
et,” Mayank said on Friday.

Maharaj taken for scan
The joy on becoming the
second fastest South Afri-
can spinner to 100 Test
wickets was shortlived for
Keshav Maharaj as an inju-
ry to his right shoulder
while diving off his own
bowling has put the left-
armer’s further participa-
tion in the game in doubt.
“Not sure of his (injury).
He has gone for an MRI
(scan). As soon as we know
the results, we will update

you guys,” said Enoch
Nkwe, interim team
director.

Yoddha beats
Bulls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GREATER NOIDA

UP Yoddha wrapped up its
home leg in style, beating
Bengaluru Bulls 45-33 to
set up the Pro Kabaddi
League Eliminator against
Bengaluru Bulls.

Third-placed  Yoddha
will face sixth-placed Bulls
in Eliminator 1 on Oct. 14.
Other result: Dabang Delhi 37
drew with U Mumba 37.
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on the innings but the Pro-
teas’ pace duo of Vernon Phi-
lander and Kagiso Rabada
bowled nagging lines early
on in the morning.

Kohli and Rahane were
fortunate to have not nicked
in the cordon, with Kohli’s
soft hands ensuring none of
his edges carried to fielders.

After the first hour, while
Rahane continued to concen-
trate on retaining his wicket,
Kohli started rotating the
strike, literally at will. Once
Keshav Maharaj’s left-arm
spin was introduced, Rahane
— having survived a close Ibw
shout off the first ball — start-
ed scoring a little freely and
he and Kohli were involved in
a mini-race for getting to
their fifty and hundred,
respectively.

While Rahane raised his
fifty first with a dab to Anrich
Nortje at mid-wicket for a sin-
gle, Kohli fittingly crossed his
26th Test hundred with a
straight-driven four, his 16th,
off Philander.

The closest the duo came
to separation was in the last
over before lunch when Ra-
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On top of his game: Virat Kohli was in pristine form as he smashed a career-best, unbeaten

254, =vIVEK BENDRE

hane survived an attempted
single, with Temba Bavuma’s
rocket throw missing the
stumps by a whisker.
Minutes after lunch, Kohli
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Change for the better? Jadeja's elevation in the batting order
could benefit him as well as the team. =vivek Benore

ca with a whirlwind 225-run
partnership off just 237 balls.

With the duo among the
fittest cricketers, it didn’t
come as a surprise that their

running between the wickets
was outstanding, with Kohli
converting twos into threes
the moment Jadeja joined
him in the middle.
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switched gears with two glo-
rious straight drives in an ov-
er off Rabada and followed it
up with two supreme cover
drives later in the spell to as-

eaf together

When Jadeja replaced vice-
captain Ajinkya Rahane at
the crease, Kohli was at his
breezy best. While his cap-
tain was on a rampage, Scor-
ing 90 runs off 103 balls in the
second session, Jadeja played
the second fiddle to perfec-
tion, accumulating just 25
runs off 59 balls.

It was also imperative for
Jadeja to showcase his ability
to bat responsibly, having
been promoted to No. 6 with
India preferring five special-
ist batters for the game.

Different tale

It was a different tale after
tea. Jadeja amassed 66 runs
off 45 balls and matched his
captain stroke for stroke. No
wonder then that the on-

[ndia holds its nerve, pulls off win

Mithali, Punam help team take an unassailable 2-O lead

SA WOMEN IN INDIA

ASHWIN ACHAL
VADODARA

India held its nerve to record
a five-wicket win over South
Africa in the second wo-
men’s ODI at Reliance Crick-
et ground here on Friday.
Chasing a stiff 248-run tar-
get, the home team was
cruising with Mithali Raj (66,
82b, 4x8) and Punam Raut
(65, 92b, 7x4) at the crease,
until the duo fell within the
space of four balls.

From a comfortable 195
for two, India slipped and let
South Africa back into the
contest. Harmanpreet Kaur
(39 n.o., 27b, 5x4, 1x6), ho-
wever, came in and took her
team past the finish line with
12 balls to spare.

The exciting win gave In-
dia an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the three-match series. It
marked the nation’s highest-
ever successful ODI chase,
bettering the previous target
of 245 (against South Africa
in February 2017).

Solid foundation
It was Mithali and Punam
who laid a solid foundation,
adding 129 runs for the third
wicket. They dispatched the
loose stuff to the boundary,
and ran briskly between the
wickets.

Mithali reached her 53rd
ODI fifty with a single to
long-on, but with no score-

Giving it the treatment: Mithali

Raj led from the front as India

defeated South Africa by five wickets. =visavsones

board at the ground, she did
not realise that she had
reached the milestone. She
later got the message, and
raised her bat to the crowd.

Punam was a tad more
cautious than Mithali, but
equally effective. Both Mith-
ali and Punam eventually
fell to poor shot selection,
with Mithali slashing hard
outside off and Punam at-
tempting a dangerous scoop.

Wayward bowling
The home team was helped
by some wayward bowling
from South Africa, which
sent down 29 wides.

Put in, South Africa came
up with a much improved
show to post a competitive
total. Openers Lizelle Lee
(40, 54b) and Laura Wol-
vaardt (69, 98b) were in fine

touch during their 76-run
partnership.

Mignon du Preez (44, 48b,
2x4, 1x6) and southpaw Lara
Goodall (38, 32b, 5x4) at-
tacked in the middle and late
overs, keeping the score
moving at a healthy rate.

Shikha Pandey, Ekta Bisht
and Poonam Yadav picked
up two wickets each.

The match was briefly
halted when a dog ran onto
the field during the Indian
innings. Several ground se-
curity officials rushed to
catch the intruder, but the
dog proved too quick for
them.

After hanging out near
the boundary rope for a
short while, the dog made its
way out of the open gate
door to huge applause from
the amused crowd.

SCOREBOARD

SOUTH AFRICA
Lizelle Lee c Harmanpreet b
Poonam 40 (54b, 3x4, 1x6),
Laura Wolvaardt ¢ Jemimah b
Shikha 69 (98b, 7x4), Trisha
Chetty c¢ Jhulan b Shikha 22
(42b, 1x4), Mignon du Preez b
Ekta 44 (48b, 2x4, 1x6), Lara
Goodall st Taniya b Ekta 38
(32b, 5x4), Sune Luus c Taniya b
Poonam 12 (13b, 1x4), Mariz-
anne Kapp (not out) 11 (71b),
Shabnim Ismail (not out) 1 (2b);
Extras (w-8, lb-2); 10; Total
(for six wkts. in 50 overs): 247.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-76 (Lizelle, 15.4 overs), 2-127
(Trisha, 29.6), 3-142 (Laura,

33.6), 4-201 (Lara, 42.2), 5-222
(Sune, 45.3), 6-246 (Mignon,
49.4).

INDIA BOWLING
Jhulan 10-0-49-0, Shikha 8-0-
38-2, Ekta 10-0-45-2, Deepti
10-0-59-0, Poonam 10-1-42-2,
Harmanpreet 2-0-12-0.

INDIA
Priya Punia ¢ Laura b Shabnim
20 (42b, 3x4), Jemimah
Rodrigues ¢ & b Ayabonga 18
(24b, 4x4), Punam Raut ¢ Mar-
izanne b Ayabonga 65 (92b,
7x4), Mithali Raj c Laura b Mar-
izanne 66 (82b, 8x4), Harman-
preet Kaur (not out) 39 (27b,
5x4, 1x6), Deepti Sharma b Aya-

bonga 2 (8b), Taniya Bhatia
(not out) 8 (13b, 1x4); Extras
(w-29, lb-1): 30; Total (for five
wkts. in 48 overs): 248.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-34 (Jemimah, 8.2 ov), 2-66
(Priya, 12.5), 3-195 (Mithali,
39.4), 4-196 (Punam, 40.1), 5-
212 (Deepti, 43.1).
SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING

Shabnim 9-1-41-1, Marizanne

9-0-29-1, Ayabonga 10-0-
69-3, Tumi 10-0-52-0, Nondu-
miso 5-0-28-0, Sune
5-0-28-0.

Toss: India. PoM: Punam Raut.

India Women won by five
wickets with 12 balls to spare.
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certain his authority in the
mini-battle.

Rahane, however, couldn’t
deal with a typical left-arm
spinner’s delivery that spun

slaught after the break
brought 128 runs in just 15 ov-
ers before Jadeja’s dismissal
and the Indian declaration.

Despite their association
going all the way back to their
junior days, Jadeja appeared
to have lost the faith of his
captain a couple of years ago,
especially in the shorter for-
mats. Having clawed his way
back into the blues, the Jam-
nagar jammer also seems to
have earned enough confi-
dence of the team manage-
ment to bat at No. 6.

If the Indian think-tank
persists with him at the bat-
ting position, especially while
playing at home, Friday
could well be the first of ma-
ny more partnerships bet-
ween by Kohli and Jadeja.

INDIA — 1ST INNINGS
Mayank Agarwal c du Plessis b
Rabada 108 (7195b, 16x4, 2x6),
Rohit Sharma c de Kock b Ra-
bada 14 (35b, 1x4), Cheteshwar
Pujara c du Plessis b Rabada 58
(112b, 9x4, 1x6), Virat Kohli (not
out) 254 (336b, 33x4, 2x6),
Ajinkya Rahane ¢ de Kock b Ma-
haraj 59 (168b, 8x4), Ravindra
Jadeja c de Bruyn b Muthusamy
91 (104b, 8x4, 2x6); Extras
(lb-6, nb-11): 17; Total (for five
wkts. decl. in 156.3 overs): 601.

slightly away from him to give
Maharaj a reason to rejoice.
With the 178-run partner-
ship coming to an end, Jadeja
adopted a cautious approach
while Kohli continued to
drive and flick through the
gaps. One of the features of
Kohli’s batting in the recent
years has been his ability to
score freely despite not get-
ting aerial and it came to the
fore in plenty as he plun-
dered 90 runs in the session.
When the duo returned to
the crease, Kohli was six runs
shy of his record seventh
double hundred, and he got

STAT & SPHERE

Kohli has become the first

Indian to score 250 in a
Test innings as captain. He
has broken his own record of
243 made against Sri Lanka

Highest scores by
India captains

254* Kohli vs SA, Pune,

FALL OF WICKETS
1-25 (Rohit, 9.6 overs), 2-163
(Pujara, 50.6), 3-198 (Mayank,
60.6), 4-376 (Rahane, 117.2), 5-
601 (Jadeja, 156.3).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Philander 26-6-66-0, Rabada
30-3-93-3, Nortje 25-5-100-0,
Maharaj 50-10-196-1,
Muthusamy 19.3-1-97-1, Elgar
4-0-26-0, Markram 2-0-17-0.
SOUTH AFRICA — 1ST INNINGS
Dean Elgar b Umesh 6 (13b,
1x4), Aiden Markram lbw b

there in the third over of the
session with a flick to fine-leg
for a couple off Senuran
Muthusamy. Then Kohli
pulled the spinner into the
stands.

The next ball, Faf du Ples-
sis — who had earlier failed to
get a finger to at least two
half-chances offered by Kohli
off Maharaj — took a sharp
catch in the slips but the re-
plays showed Muthusamy
had overstepped.

Toying with spinners
The next ten overs saw Jadeja
and Kohli toying with the

2019-20

243 Kohli vs SL,
Delhi, 2017-18

235 Kohli vs Eng,
Mumbai WS,
2016-17

224 Dhoni vs Aus,
Chennai, 2012-13

217 Tendulkar vs
NZ, Ahmedabad,
1999-00

213 Kohli vs SL,
Nagpur, 2017-18

211 Kohli vs NZ,
Indore, 2016-17

Maharaj is the

second quickest
South African
spinner to 100
wickets (27 Tests),
after Tayfield (22
Tests, 1955)

Kohli (254*) is

the fifth Indian
player to have
notched up a score

SCOREBOARD

Umesh O (2b), Theunis de Bruyn
(batting) 20 (38b, 4x4), Temba
Bavuma c Saha b Shami 8 (75b,
1x4), Anrich Nortje (batting) 2
(22b); Total (for three wkts. in
15 overs): 36.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-2 (Markram, 1.2), 2-13 (Elgar,
3.5), 3-33 (Bavuma, 9.1).

INDIA BOWLING
Ishant 4-0-17-0, Umesh 4-1-
16-2, Jadeja 4-4-0-0, Shami
3-1-3-1.

spinners as South Africa hap-
lessly waited for the declara-
tion. By the time Jadeja
scooped one to long-off, the
duo had added 97 runs in 10
overs and helped India cross
the 600-run mark.

The onslaught gave the
bowlers more than an hour
to have a go at the tired bat-
smen and the pacers deli-
vered without any fuss.

They got rid of three top-
order batsman, forcing the
Proteas to employ Nortje as a
nightwatchman who saw off
the last 20-odd minutes with-
out further damage.

of 250 in Tests. Sehwag (319, 309, 293,
254), Laxman (281), Dravid (270) and
Karun Nair (303*) are the ones who had
done it before

Number of oppositions Kohli has scored

double hundreds against. It is the
joint-most alongside Sangakkara and
Younis Khan

Number of double centuries in

Tests registered by Kohli, the most by an
Indian, overtaking Sehwag and Tendulkar
(six each). Kohli has scored all his seven
double tons as captain, while India's other
32 skippers collectively have managed four

Kohli's double hundreds

First 41 Tests: 0; Next 40 Tests: 7

Most 200s in Tests

12 Bradman, 11 Sangakkara, 9 Lara,
7 Hammond, Jayawardene and Kohli

Number of 150-plus scores recorded by
Kohli, the most by any captain, eclipsing
Bradman (8)

Fastest to 7,000 Test runs by innings

131 Hammond, 134 Sehwag, 136 Tendulkar,
138 Sobers, Sangakkara and Kohli

A SPECIAL PUBLICATION FROM THE HINDU GROUP

A feast of articles and pictures on the just concluded,
once-in-40-years, 48-day exposition of Athi Varadar and the
fascinating history of Varadaraja Swamy Temple in Kanchipuram.

« Complete view of the 48-day exposition . Athi Varadar with various alankarams
« Athi Varadar-Utsavar meeting - Special poojas for Athi Varadar before re-immersion
« Articles on the multi-faceted temple history
« Collector's edition to be treasured for the next 40 years

THE HINDU GROUP

*Shipping charges extra | conditions apply

BOOK

YOUR COPY
ONLINE

-

SCAN

ChiChid

[ Visit: publications.thehindugroup.com/bookstore/
For bulk booking, e-mail: bookstore@thehindu.co.in
For any enquiries call: 1800 102 1878

A ND-NDE



