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The soft power
myth
Hi "

Traditionally, many
have argued that it is a
significant component
of a nation-state’s
international influ-
ence. India, for exam-
ple, has consistently
emphasised soft power
components of its
international outreach
— International Yoga
Day being one of the
most recent and high
profile aspects of this
strategy, but Hindi movies have perhaps been the most
long-standing component. No evaluation of Sino-
American tensions going forward is complete without an
analysis of how American soft power is a crucial aspect of
its competitive arsenal.

But some recent developments make it clear that this
narrative needs to be complicated. The United States’
National Basketball Association or NBA has run into
trouble following a statement by an official for the
Houston basketball team that expressed support for the
pro-democracy protestors in Hong Kong. There was an
outcry in mainland China, and the NBA dissociated itself
from the statement. One Chinese-origin owner of an NBA
team — Joe Tsai, an early backer of Alibaba — managed
to respond by linking the tweet to the Opium Wars in
the nineteenth century. (Mainland Chinese nationalists
can link anything to the Opium Wars, presumably
because they have so little other reasons for a grievance
against the world.) Subsequently, fans expressing pro-
Hong Kong sentiments have reportedly been ejected
from American sports games (basketball again, but this
time in Philadelphia).

The NBA is very popular in mainland China. The tradi-
tional “soft power” assumption here would be that this
means that American values of free speech and openness
have a route into mainlanders’ hearts thanks to their fond-
ness for the NBA. But perhaps that traditional assumption
is wrong — in fact, it might be the case that we need to do
a full 180-degree turn, and wonder if it works in the oppo-
site direction in some cases. When you rely on the private
sector to project soft power, then, it is now becoming clear,
the profit motive means that you are in fact providing a
lever to other countries instead of extending the strength
of your own.

Hollywood movies have long been subject to this phe-
nomenon. During the Cold War, it was common to have
movies that impacted on geopolitical issues in which the
villains were related somehow to the Eastern bloc, or which
expressed the Western bloc’s values in clear contradistinc-
tion to those the Soviet Union might espouse. But you
would struggle to imagine a similar movie made about
mainland China in recent years. Now that it is a giant mar-
ket for any big-budget movie, not a single value expressed
through movies is likely to challenge the foundation of the
Communist Party’s authoritarian control. Worse, it will
mean that studios bend over backward to indulge every
single whim of the Chinese government or the most
extreme of its hyper-nationalist online commenters. Earlier
this year, when the trailer for the sequel to the 1980s classic
Top Gun was released, the extent to which studios are will-
ing to go became clear. In the original movie, Tom Cruise’s
leather jacket carried patches from the air forces of
American allies, including Japan and Taiwan. In the sequel,
the jacket was identical — except those patches were miss-
ing. Nothing underlines the cowardice of Hollywood more
than the fact that it is willing even to compromise on a
movie about courageous mavericks.

You think that’s the deepest they’re willing to go?
Consider that the last reboot of The Karate Kid didn’t have
the protagonist practising karate at all. Nope, it was all kung
fu, because karate is clearly too offensively Japanese for
Chinese audiences.

What is truly ridiculous is that nobody imagines that
the NBA or Hollywood is likely to kowtow to American
power in the same way. NBA stars and managers can hap-
pily insult either Democratic or Republican parties, the
president, the American system of government. Fans shout-
ing “Help Puerto Rico” at a sports game are never going to
be ejected. Hollywood constantly makes movies viciously
attacking American political parties or big business or inter-
national finance. But Beijing’s authoritarian power or its
irredentist impulses would not be challenged in the same
way. An outspoken Houston basketball star, who created
headlines in the past by speaking out about police violence
against African-Americans, on this occasion said “we love
everything they’re (China) about”. The contrast could not
be more stark.

Soft power is supposed to be about the ability to project
values. But it turns out that the only people who are suc-
cessfully projecting their values on to the rest of the world
using American soft power are the mainland Chinese. Only
money matters. That’s the hardest power of all.
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Passportand patriotism

My Indian passport has many disadvantages. Butit's me

WHRE MONEY TALKS

SUNANDA K DATTA-RAY

politicisation of a fractured world,
symbolising the elevation of petty
national sovereignty above universalism that
explains Brexit. There’s a sense of utter final-
ity, too, about the booklet I have just collected
from India House in London for it will in all
probability be my last passport. I said so casu-
ally to the cheerfully scruffy but very helpful
consular assistant who was horrified. “You
mustn’t say such things!” he exclaimed in
Hindi, “and during the puja too in Kolkata!”
My old passport, which has now been can-
celled although it could have run to mid-

Passports are a hateful token of the

November, was also issued in London. India’s
deputy high commissioner in Singapore was
responsible for the one before. I had forgotten
the man until half-way through a diplomatic
occasion in another part of the world it sud-
denly dawned on me that he had once been
my benefactor. Unusual for an Indian
bureaucrat, he had been too polite to mention
the debt. I say debt because in the bad old
days before Maneka Gandhi’s plea estab-
lished a citizen’s right to a passport, succes-
sive passport officers in India made one feel
like a grovelling applicant for illicit favours.
One incumbent hinted that a reciprocal ges-
ture would not be amiss.

He dismissed my existing passport, also
issued in London, as a document of conven-
ience given only because the government in
its compassion didn’t want to leave an Indian
abroad unprotected. Now that I was back,
my financial, educational, political, profes-
sional and social credentials would be scru-
tinised before deciding if I was a fit person
for the President of the Republic of India to
accept responsibility for me. The police, too,
were on the take. Groups of them turned up
night after night for free drinks and dinner
at a Chinese restaurant whose owner and his
family were waiting for passports to emi-
grate. Of course, there were and are many

much more serious abuses by both the
authorities and VIPs like the Indian tycoon
who mistakenly pulled out his second pass-
port, a Swiss one, at a five-star hotel recep-
tion. But those are beyond my ken.

My worst passport memory is from
Dhaka’s dingy Lalbagh police station way
back in 1965 when I had to pay several visits
to ancestral Brahmanbaria in what was then
East Pakistan. Deplaning in Dhaka, one had
to rush to register at Lalbagh as the law
demanded before boarding the Green Arrow
train for Chittagong. There was always a pile
of red India-Pakistan travel passports to be
cleared, and the police officer on duty always
shoved my blue passport to the bottom of
the heap. Each time he came to it, he would
again put it last and continue with the red
passports while I gnawed my nails in anxiety
for fear of missing the train. Once I made so
bold as to hesitantly draw his attention to
my dilemma and received such a snarl and a
shouted order that I retreated in terror. East
Pakistan is now Bangladesh. The police reg-
istration requirement has gone. But has the
mind behind the law, the attitude that
shaped it, changed?

I once bumped into Mother Teresa wan-
dering around Bangkok airport looking lost.
Offering to help her check in, I asked if she

LUNCH WITH BS » AMRUTA FADNAVIS | BANKER, SINGER & SOCIAL ACTIVIST

A life of her own

Fadnavis talks to Pavan Lall about her vision of
India, getting trolled online, and her views on what
itwould take to fix the country's infrastructure

hen one holds a public office, endur-

g ’S ; ing the vicissitudes of fame are par

for the course. For the spouse of a

VIP, however, such an existence can include

exhilarating pros and unimagined cons. That's

something Amruta Fadnavis, wife of

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis, has learned to come to terms with
— and as some would say — the hard way.

Our lunch venue is at the sprawling
Varsha Bungalow, the Chief Minister's official
and imposing residence in the heart of
Malabar Hills complete with gun-toting secu-
rity personnel, patrol cars and the accompa-
nying bureaucracy. As we meet during the
Ganpati festivities, the menu will be vegetar-
ian, I am told. En route to the dining hall, I
am greeted by my hostess, who at first
appearance could easily be mistaken fora TV
soap star and at 40 may well be among the
youngest in her position.

She was born to parents based in Nagpur.
Her father, Sharad Ranade, was an ophthal-
mologist, and her mother, Charulata Ranade,
a gynaecologist. Her early years were spent
learning music, playing tennis and assisting
her parents in social projects that included
free eye check-up camps for the under-
served. She is emphatic that her performance
in the classroom was remarkable. “It was
always first or second in school, nothing else,”
she says. Was that because of an unbridled
love for academics? “No, it’s because I am
very competitive,” comes the answer with a
slow-spreading smile.

Our thalis, made of an alloy of nine dif-
ferent metals, arrive along with glasses of
water and extras. It's a colourful medley of
classic Marathi fare that includes dal, a cab-
bage preparation, spiced soybean, green
beans and yogurt. Fadnavis is served a mixed
green salad speckled with red pomegranate
grains. I throw her a quizzical look. “Too
many sweets, too much eating out the last
few days,” is the explanation.

So what's it like to be a VIP's wife? I see a
smile appear. “It's easier to get things done
quickly. Every door opens, you always get a
reception, and the associated respect and pres-
tige is wonderful.” she says. The downside?
Her life is always under public glare. “I get
trolled online for singing — which is my hob-

by; I'm actually mocked,” she laments. For the
record, while Fadnavis counts Asha Bhosle
and Lata Mangeshkar as her all-time
favourites, she also experiments with Toni
Braxton and Celine Dion ballads.

And then there are the barbs. Only recent-
ly, social media was rife with speculation that
Axis Bank, where she's worked for the last
decade, was on an account-opening spree for
police officers. The suggestion was the
accounts were awarded to Axis because of her
husband's position. Fadnavis, vice-president
and corporate head for West India at Axis
Bank, says those accounts were opened sev-
eral years ago — well before her husband
became chief minister. Then she shrugs as if
to say those are things you can do precious
little about.

Before coming to Mumbai, Fadnavis got a
BCom degree from the GS College of
Commerce & Economics in Nagpur and then
an MBA in finance from Symbiosis College in
Pune. After that she joined Axis Bank in 2003
as an executive trainee. Then, around 2005,
she was introduced to her husband-to-be by
her parents through some common friends.
“The marriage was completely arranged with
horoscopes being compared and all.” After a
couple of months or so of knowing each other
the couple decided to take the plunge.

Was two months long enough time to take

a decision of a lifetime? "At the time Deven
(Devendra) was a second-time MLA from
Nagpur West and we knew nothing about pol-
itics but had heard that he used his position
for a lot of social work and bringing about
change, which resonated with my parents and
me," she says, adding that she made it clear
from day one that she would not be tied to the
kitchen by her apron strings and would have
a life of her own. "He was okay with that,"
Fadnavis says.

She has actually built a life of her own. In
recent years, Fadnavis has walked the ramp
in New York as a showstopper to promote the
cause of young girls, has sung with Amitabh
Bachchan, adopted two villages to help mod-
ernise them, worked with acid attack victims
and even won awards for playback singing.
“I'm a different person when I'm on stage,”
she tells me.

I take a bite of a crisp roti and scoop up
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some green vegetables. They're not oily but
have a fiery after-kick. I try the dal which is
similarly punchy. Seconds later, waiters mag-
ically appear to replace empty segments on
my plate. I realise this is a trap and that the
thali will never be over unless I dismiss the
waiters once and for all.

What irks Fadnavis about India? Her

Business Standard

had a white passport and she produced one
that was red, explaining, “The Indian gov-
ernment has very kindly given me this diplo-
matic passport.” At the Air India counter,
where I also checked in, she was, of course,
instantly recognised, lionised and upgraded.
Some time later, she appeared on the spiral
stairs leading down from business — or first
— class looking for me. She wanted to know
what a white passport was. When I explained
it was an official passport, she murmured,
“Thank you. That will be very useful for my
sisters who have to bring back medicines and
things”, and went back to her business — or
first class — abode.

I have often been asked in the 65 years
that I have travelled continuously (not count-
ing a family visit to Brahmanbaria in pre-
passport 1949 when we all had single-sheet
India-Pakistan travel papers) why I didn’t
acquire a British passport. The answer isn’t
any lofty patriotism. The answer is that I
would have been embarrassed to plonk down
the royal coat of arms (or the American eagle
for that matter) on a third country’s immi-
gration counter. It would have seemed like
impersonation. My Indian passport has
many disadvantages. But it’s me.
Being for 10 years, the new one will last out
my lifetime.

answer would match that of any young urban
educated professional, expect she has an
inside track. "It's clearly the poor infrastruc-
ture and heavy traffic but I can tell you that
new project files have been cleared, work has
started and those things will make a difference
when completed.”

Part of the problem is that all the talent in
this part of the nation ends up in Mumbai.
Decentralising the city and developing satel-
lite towns is one solution. For example, mov-
ing government offices to townships nearby
would reduce the incoming traffic to certain
pockets of the city. "Cities need more parks.
There ought to be a park five or 10 minutes
from all homes," she adds. The other issue she
feels strongly about is farmer suicides. People
killing themselves for 325,000 is frustrating,
she says. "We have to create systems where
landlords can't push people to their deaths
because that perpetuates a cycle. Children of
such people also go ahead and commit sui-
cide," she says, adding, efforts are on to
change things around. She then talks about
scientific farming and a water conservation
scheme named Jalyukt Shivar Abhiyan that
aims to make Maharashtra a drought-free state
by 2019.

I'm done with my lunch and taste a little
bit of the gulab jamun placed in front of me.
"That's homemade... from Nagpur," she says.
When will India's political parties come
together for acommon vision instead of adopt-
ing a winner takes all approach designed to
obliterate the Opposition? "There's a reason
for that and you have to ask what is the driver
of politics? Ask any young person who wants
to get into it and the real reason will be fame,
money and power — not to bring about
empowered change in the society." The other
issue is that we have just too many political
parties in the system, not to mention extrem-
ities of wealth, she adds.

A growing concern is that India is staring
at a protracted economic slowdown. Is that
something that concerns the banker in her?
"We are in a down cycle and there are liquidity
issues, and there is a definite slowdown that
is more pronounced in some sectors than oth-
ers — namely, real estate, manufacturing.
More liquidity ought to ease the stress and it's
important to realise that this is a cycle and
that it will get better."

What is that one wish the chief minister's
wife has? "I wish for India to be a super power
but with compassion, without losing our core
values and while keeping tolerance in place."

That's a platform that might have a political
future one day...

History keeper of Beni KaPurwa With friends like these...
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PEOPLE LIKE THEM

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

‘lived’ oral histories, especially, the

ones told to me by people who have
been on this planet for almost a centu-
ry. Some time ago, while in Beni Ka
Purwa, a tiny hamlet in UP’s Banda dis-
trict, I met 95-year-old Mulia Devi. Bent
double but surprisingly spry, she’d just
finished cleaning the village temple
when we saw each other. She invited
me to sit with her in the shady court-
yard. I did and she rewarded me with
her story.

Mulia Devi came to Beni Ka Purwa
(named after her late husband) as a 12-
year-old bride. She recalled with preci-
sion when each tree was planted, and

Iam increasingly fascinated by

every pond or well dug in the village.
Sadly, she could also chronicle the
demise of each big tree and the drying
up of every single village well and
pond. Listening to her, I realised she
wasn’t just the village’s history keeper
— she was also a living chronicle of its
transformation from being a water-
abundant area to one now known for
its crippling summer drought.

“When I arrived in this village, all
one had to do was dig a two-foot trench
and groundwater would pool in,” she
said, her fingers busy on rosary beads.
The pond across the temple had water
all year round. “Over 30 years ago, my
family had a well made next to it,” she
said. “When the well was being dug,
there was so much water at 24-feet that
they couldn’t dig any deeper.” Not far
from it, there was a larger pond. “It was
deep enough for an elephant to drown,”
she recalled. With the increasing pres-
sure of population and the consequent
need for more land and water, the two
ponds started drying up in the summer
about 10 years ago. “The land just could-
n’t keep up with the thirst of the grow-
ing population,” she said. “Only the
pond in front of the temple remains; the
bigger pond has long gone and houses
have been built over it now,” she said.

Small farmers aren’t able to till their

land anymore because of water scarcity.
“People seem poorer than they used to
be though paradoxically, they have more
money than their fathers did,” she said.

It began to rain and Mulia Devi com-
mented that a good monsoon could
breathe new life into the trees and wells
in the village. For, every successive
drought has resulted in the demise of
the trees her husband and father-in-
law planted decades ago. Mulia Devi
pointed to a depression on the banks
of the pond. “A huge neem tree stood
here, planted when I came here as a
bride over 80 years ago,” she said.
“When it fell, I felt an old friend had
died.” With the gradual demise of old
trees, she said as she hobbled over to
offer prayers at the base of an ancient
peepal, the villagers lost much more
than the shade they provided. “The
death of every tree eroded the soul of
the village,” she said.

Mulia Devi has also noticed that
over the last few years, people are dig-
ging more and more tube wells in the
village. “The more the number of tube
wells, the less the amount of water
there seems to be,” she said. “In the
same way, the more the number of
people in my village, the lonelier I feel
now that my generation is almost
entirely gone.”

PEOPLE LIKE US

KISHORE SINGH

keep then ours hasn’t been partic-

ularly salubrious. Among our mot-
ley friends are gasbags, kleptomaniacs,
pretenders and charlatans. There are
those who’ve pinched our ideas, jobs
and friends. We’ve been asked out for
dinner to a restaurant but left to pay the
bill on some flimsy pretext. Our cars
have been borrowed and returned bat-
tered and bruised. Some have asked for
loans of clothes, others of furnishings,
some even our home for setting up
meetings with prospective suitors for
their children whose weddings we
haven’t been invited to.

I f you’re known by the company you

“Ilike maverick people,” I've explained
to my children when they’ve held them
up as examples of people not to fraternise
with. (Truth is, I find it difficult to pass
moral judgement on others.) “You don’t
give up on people simply because of some
tiny flaw,” I've explained to them. Only to
be reminded of the time one “forgot” to
return a considerable sum of money he’d
borrowed on the promise of returning it
the following day. Another was found
lurking in the neighbourhood bushes after
inviting us home, to be informed by his
wife that they weren’t in the mood to
entertain that evening, and slamming the
door on our face. Or the night that a neigh-
bour asked to be allowed home to watch
the World Cup on our television because
his TV was bust, then asked his friends
over, who helped themselves to our bar
and left the home trashed.

There are some we’ve supped with, or
had a drink or coffee with — often as a
professional courtesy — who are cooling
their heels in judicial custody in London,
Mumbai or New Delhi. It’s enough to
cause you to lose faith in mankind. Those
are the ones who flew too close to the sun,
but our intimate circle is less prone to such
grand malarkey, more likely to pinch hotel
towels than shareholders’ wealth.

The proof of our pilferage is confined
to the odd toilet roll, ashtray or salt-and-

pepper set — pinched with confidence
rather than guilt. There has been the occa-
sional robe too, but only when the hotel
has helpfully initialled it with the letters
of one’s name, making recycling impos-
sible. I don’t really like the slippers pro-
vided in hotel rooms, so I've never had
the urge to pick those up — but my wife
has managed to save a set of fruit plates
purloined one visit at a time from her
hotel room, when buying a dozen might
have been simpler — and less expensive.

And what does one make of an
acquaintance — my wife’s — who, when
invited to spend an evening with us, left
behind a large gift bag which, when
opened after she had left post several
hugs and endearments, turned out to
consist of several years’ assiduous collect-
ing of hotel pickings — soaps, shampoos,
conditioners and moisturisers? At a loss,
my wife did the only sensible thing —
promptly shared the spoils with the staff.
A seasoned thief when it comes to pinch-
ing plants from her varied circle of
friends, she stands vigil when her Kitty
gang visits to ensure they don’t return the
compliment. Unfortunately, she isn’t
always on her guard when inside the
home — which is why we don’t know who
made off with the cutlery at the last party.
Be warned: She’ll be watching closely
when we visit next.



Business Standard

Volume VII Number 11
MUMBAI | 12 OCTOBER 2019

OPINION 9

WEEKEND RUMINATIONS

not business.

TN NINAN

Privatisation to the rescue

he idea of the moment is privatisation. Railway stations and trains,
airports, the Container Corporation, Shipping Corporation, com-
pleted highway projects, Air India, Bharat Petroleum — all of them
and more are to be put on the block. And we’re talking not disin-
vestment but real privatisation, with change of control — last delivered by
Arun Shourie in the Vajpayee government. Narendra Modi, it would seem, is
finally going to act on his stated position that the business of government is

There may be other motivations. For instance, to rebuild the government’s
reputation for positive action, since the view has gained ground that the 2016
demonetisation and the flawed goods and services tax have been responsible
to some degree for the economic slowdown. Another objective may be to sim-
ply close a widening fiscal gap. The government has been announcing one new
spending programme after another, and one tax giveaway after another. As the
bill has got bigger, tax revenue has fallen short. Money has to be found from
somewhere, lest the fiscal gap become embarrassing. The Reserve Bank of
India has been made to cough up a one-time transfer but that won’t be enough.
Privatisation could therefore be handy — except that, with less than half the
financial year to go, much of the announced sale of government assets is
unlikely to be done by March-end.

Regardless, privatisation is welcome. Fiscal purists would quarrel with the
idea of selling assets to pay for current expenditure — such as the payout to
farmers and the health insurance programme, for the obvious reason that the
process cannot go on forever. At some point, the list of assets available for sale
will run out. But that is a distant prospect just now, and on the positive side
one must reckon on the systemic benefits of a better use of assets in private
hands, and/or better service, which is the real logic of privatisation.

Will it work? Yes, if unlike with Air India the last time round, the government
puts out sensible terms for sale or lease. As for who might buy, it is true that most
domestic business houses are still in de-leveraging mode, the focus being on
reducing debt. Also, many established businessmen find their ability to invest
badly eroded by bankruptcy proceedings, or by shares pledged against loans
being sold at rock-bottom prices. Anil Ambani, the Ruia brothers, Subhash
Chandra, and others have all suffered on this account, while Gautam Thapar and
the ex-Ranbaxy Singh brothers are among those who have seen a loss of both
financial as well as social capital. On the other hand, corporate de-leveraging
over the past few years has reached a point where quite a few companies are sit-
ting on large amounts of cash or have headroom for taking on more debt, but
are not investing because of the consumption slowdown. The chance to enter
new businesses or buy quality assets may induce them to open their cheque
books. Besides which, there could be some international interest.

All this comes with political risk. The RSS chief has sounded a warning on
some aspects of policy, and there are stirrings of unrest among trade unions.
The Modi government is strong enough to over-ride such resistance, but it
should be aware of reputation risk. Privatisation in many countries, including
India, has come arm-linked with controversy. The risks get heightened when
decisions on complex financial questions about long-term leases are rushed
through in a hurry, without mandatory consultations — something already
aired in connection with the lease of airports to the Adani group.

Meanwhile, it is not clear why the focus is on entities in the transport sec-
tor. While the privatisation drive is masterminded by the Prime Minister’s
Office and NITI Aayog, it could be that two dynamic ministers are in charge
of most of transport: Nitin Gadkari and Piyush Goyal. But that is no reason for
not taking a hard look at the more difficult choices facing state-owned enti-
ties in other sectors — specifically the loss-ridden telecom twins that have no
hope of viability, and government banks, which have already swallowed up an
unconscionable %2 trillion of taxpayer money in the past five years.

The ghost of Swadeshinomics

RSS's economic philosophy laid out by Mohan Bhagwat runs contrary to Modi government's recent
policies. And it is unlikely to prevail

Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) calls its chief,

makes his equivalent of the State of the Union
address on Dussehra at the organisation’s headquar-
ters in Nagpur. It always makes some news, but more
so now that the BJP is in power, in its second term,
with a bigger majority than in the first. Also, when this
government is delivering what are considered the
RSS’s “core concerns”: Scrapping of Article 370 in
Kashmir, the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), and the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya.

The chief for a decade now, Mohan Bhagwat made
more news than usual this year because he waded into
theissue of lynching and his definition of who’s a Hindu
and who’s an Indian — both necessarily synonymous.
His arguments on both issues were contentious and
drew much attention, some in criticism and, among his
faithful, in appreciation. In the process, a very signifi-
cant issue that he dwelt on at great length was missed.
That’s what we are exploring more critically today.

It will be useful if you listened to just some parts of
that 63-minute speech again — just the first minute,
and then about 14 minutes from
28:00 to 42:00, laying out his eco-
nomic philosophy. The key lies in
what comes in the very introductory
seconds. He begins by mentioning
the important anniversaries of two
most eminent and venerated Indians t\"/m
— Guru Nanak Dev (550th anniver- L=
sary) and Mahatma Gandhi (150th). I
do not believe many outside the RSS-
BJP ecosystem, or those who follow
and study Indian politics closely,

The Sarsanghchalak, as the Rashtriya
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the privatisation of public sector undertakings (PSUs),
reduction in import tariffs, and opening up to foreign
direct investment (FDI).

At one point, he demanded the head of Yashwant
Sinha, then leading the reform push as finance min-
ister. Vajpayee resisted for a year, but eventually gave
in. Thengadi had real power within the “sangathan”
(organisation) as BJP/RSS people
often describe themselves collec-
tively. He also detested Arun Shourie.
He likely celebrated when a Supreme
Court judgment harking back to old
Socialist mindsets, ruled that it was
mandatory to seek a parliamentary
vote before selling any PSU. It
stopped Mr Shourie in his tracks.
Important to note in today’s context
that this happened exactly when the

Vajpayee government had put the
would be so familiar with the third — NATI 0 NAI. I NTER EST two big oil-marketing companies —

Dattopant Thengadi — whose cente-

nary year, he noted, would begin SHEKHAR GUPTA

soon (November 10).

That name may not ring a bell. And certainly, he
wasn’t somebody in the same league as Guru Nanak
and Gandhi for anyone, not even the RSS. But he was
important enough to find a mention alongside the
other two. That it was no insignificant platitude or a
passing flourish becomes evident once you hear the
second part of those 14 minutes carefully.

Born in Wardha, not far from Nagpur, in 1920,
Thengadi was one of the modern (post-Independence)
founding fathers (it isn’t politically incorrect to use that
here) of the RSS and the ideology of its political off-
spring in both its avatars, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh
(BJS) and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) now. His area
of interest was the economy. His thought has defined
the economic worldview of the RSS more than any
other, especially in the past 30 years, or generally
when India began opening up its economy.

hengadi was a fellow traveller of Atal Bihari

Vajpayee. Both formed the Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS), the labour arm of the RSS, together in
Bhopal in 1955. They also fought bitterly and unfor-
givingly during the six years of the Vajpayee govern-
ment. On the economy, Thengadi was the biggest
thorn in his side, opposing all his decisions, especially

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
and Bharat Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL) — on the block.

Thengadi’s wasn’t a lone voice. His first child, BMS,
protested against the Vajpayee reform era, often loud-
er than the Left and the Congress-affiliated Indian
National Trade Union Congtress, and grew in strength.
Meanwhile, he had formed two more powerful pres-
sure groups: The Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) in 1979
for farmers, and Swadeshi Jagaran Manch (SJM) —
which we are all more familiar with today — in 1991.
Remember that year, 1991? When the big Narasimha
Rao-Manmohan Singh reform was launched? The
SJM subsequently built a national voice and stature by
opposing globalisation of trade, beginning with what
was called the Dunkel Draft. KN Govindacharya, then
the customary RSS man in the BJP as general secre-
tary, was its most prominent spokesman.

By the end of Vajpayee’s tenure, the relationship
between the two had deteriorated visibly. Often, when
amodern new idea was mentioned, Vajpayee would
say with a smirk something like “arrey bhai, Thengadi
ji ko kaun sambhalega... (who will manage Thengadi
now)”. But it was in spite of that bitter fight that
Vajpayee cleared Bt cotton seeds. In 16 years under
Manmohan Singh and Narendra Modi, not one new
seed has been cleared.

The fight ended in 2004. In May Vajpayee lost

power. Later that year, on October 14, Thengadi passed
away. Probably with the satisfaction that the new UPA
government, controlled by the Left, had dumped pri-
vatisation forthwith and launched a flurry of welfare
schemes of just the kind he would have wanted.

ow that we know more about Thengadi, whom the
Sarsanghchalak listed among eminences like Guru
Nanak Dev and Mahatma Gandhi, we can translate the
14 minutes on the economy in his annual sermon better.

Quick summary: There’s an economic crisis, but
don’t make too much of it. Why paint the devil on the
wall? GDP isn’t the only measure of growth. Crack
down on corruption, but don’t victimise the innocent.
We believe in Swadeshi, but that doesn’t mean we say
isolate yourselves. Trade is global but we should buy
only what we cannot make and need. Why import
even cow semen from a Brazilian hybrid developed
with an Indian native? Use Swadeshi. He then talks
about how exports are good, imports are bad, the RSS
principle of frugality, buying only what you must, pro-
tecting what you make from competition, and so on.

Some of it isn’t exact translation but my faithful
interpretation. Then he comes to FDI Again, para-
phrased: Foreigners can invest but learn from coun-
tries that insist on one domestic board member with
vetorights. So, foreigners own the shares but power is
with our government. On the other hand, see what’s
happening. Our (new) companies are seen to be
owned and run by Indians, but once you look deeper,
shareholding is with the Chinese. This is classical
Thengadinomics.

It also runs contrary to many of the recent moves
and promises of the Modi government as it battles
India’s gravest economic downturn since 2008. It is
opening more areas to FDI, negotiating new trade
arrangements, especially with America, and the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership clos-
er to the region. It has also announced massive pri-
vatisation as the mood-lifter for the economy and a
plasma transfusion for the fisc. Both, trade deals and
PSU sales, are being opposed by the SIM, as are new
agricultural, especially seed technologies.

On each front, the Modi government has made
moves in the opposite direction: What would make
Vajpayee smile and Thengadi frown. You know what,
the biggest PSU put on the block now, BPCL, is exact-
ly what Vajpayee had been thwarted from selling in
2003. We can also see it isn’t something Mr Modi
thought of just now. Buried in the 187 obsolete laws
repealed in a 2016 mass-cull was also the 1976 Act
passed under Indira Gandhi to nationalise MNC
Burmah Shell and rename it BPCL.

We can’t say as yet if, by holding forth on Swadeshi
economics in such detail, Mr Bhagwat is showing his
intent to fight back again. It is unlikely, given the pow-
er differential between Vajpayee and the current prime
minister. But not impossible. Our hope: Anideology has
yet to be discovered which might even believe that the
best way toget out of a hole, especially of the kind India’s
economy has fallen into, is to keep digging deeper.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

There’salotinaname

VIEWPOINT

DEVANGSHU DATTA

wo of my friends have
I strong social media pres-
ences. Both have a
largeish follower counts on
Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook. Their timelines are
toxic for the same peculiar rea-
son. They are targets of abuse
from strangers.

This is because one shares his
name with that of the chief exec-
utive officer (CEO) of a large air-
line, while the other has the
same name as the CEO of a large
online retailer. Airlines and
online retailers are consumer-
facing organisations. There are

sometimes lapses in their service
standards and this usually leads
to loud screams on social media.
Actually going by the volume of
abuse received by my friends,
such lapses happen quite often.

Anytime a flight is delayed,
or some passenger’s luggage is
offloaded in Port Blair as he flies
to Chandigarh, the airline CEO’s
namesake is tagged by the affect-
ed passengers. Anytime there’s
a problem with delivery, or
there’s some issue with some
product sold by the retailer, the
retail CEO’s namesake is tagged
by customers. The messages are
always angry and rarely polite.
It can descend into personal
threats, and some of the abuse
is vile.

Both of them (they know each
other) have to live with this. They
have ALL CAP disclaimers on
their social media profiles clear-
ly stating they are not the indi-
viduals with whom they share
their names. They also have
mugshots up there, indicating
that they are entirely different
individuals. It doesn’t seem to
matter — angry customers and

passengers abuse them anyway!

Another of my friends has
had to take his share of social
media lumps because he has
the same name as the CEO-
founder of the Sahara Group.
He actually contemplated
changing his name by deed poll
when the group was first under
investigation, and when the CEO
was incarcerated.

I have actually been the bene-
ficiary of a much more benign
version of coincidence of nomen-
clature. I too have a namesake,
and friend, who is well-known in
the fashion and retail industry.
Indeed, the pair of us ended up
getting friendly because we kept
receiving messages meant for the
other person. This continues to
happen and it includes essential
stuff like telephone bills. It also
includes Facebook “friend
requests” and professional emails
meant for the other person.

Given the industry he inhab-
its, the Facebook requests I
receive in error are often from
aspiring models. This is where
the benefits accrue. Models tend
to share the most fetching

Identity and separatism

LINE AND LENGTH

T C A SRINIVASA-RAGHAVAN

he government says
I Kashmir is now open to
tourists. That’s good. After
all, it's now more than two months
since the Modi government fur-
ther rendered the provisions of
Article 370 ineffective and, in a
Colin Powellesque move of “shock
and awe”, turned the state of
Jammu and Kashmir into a
union territory.

Kashmiri Muslims have been
outraged but silenced. Pakistan
has been mewling like a cat
stranded on a tree. China, the
global exemplar of human rights,
has been growling to pacify
Pakistan. Indian liberals who
have been taken in by the hearts

and minds arguments have been
weeping gently, mourning for the
lost liberalism of Article 370.

All this is in accordance with
the script.

What is not, however, is the
response of the Kashmiri Hindus,
who were so mercilessly kicked out
of the Valley in 1990. They had been
left to fend for themselves by suc-
cessive central governments, which
thought this was nasty but quite ok.

I have a lot of Kashmiri Hindu
friends and my brother’s wife is
a Kashmiri Hindu. They are very
happy but have also been stress-
ing the need to preserve the
Kashmiri identity, whatever it is.
That is their right and it should
not cause offence.

But what I cannot understand
is why they think their identity is
somehow more important than
any other Indian identity, or supe-
rior. What’s so special about it?

Two questions arise from this.
One, why has this belief persisted
and strengthened over 70 years
when almost all other non-tribal
regional identities have receded;
and two, should these self-impor-
tant notions be ignored just as
the rest of regional identities

were, or be pandered to? What
has been the Kashmiri contribu-
tion to India after 1947?

The answer to the first ques-
tion is clear. Separateness and
identity got fused because of
Article 370, on which Jawaharlal
Nehru had insisted.

But the answer to the second
question isunclear because of a very
simple thing: While Nehru’s solu-
tion was to a political problem, the
identity issue is a sociological one.
And sociology is not uni-dimen-
sional. It is very hard to tackle.

There is the added complica-
tion: The Kashmiri Hindu identity
was always quite distinct from the
Kashmiri Muslim one. It’s become
even more SO Now.

This is the problem that
needs resolving.

The experience of Tamil
Nadu offers some hints. It took
half a century there — from 1918,
when the Dravidian Justice Party
was formed, to 1967, when its
successor, the DMK, came to
power — for it to be resolved. It
consisted of a peaceful acquisi-
tion of power by the majority.

Had Kashmir been given a sim-
ilar opportunity — instead of

images in their portfolios.

Unfortunately for my name-
sake, he gets the short end of the
stick. He is regularly abused by
people, who disagree with my
journalistic opinions. He also
occasionally gets embarrassing-
ly personal emails from old
friends of mine, cit-

ing incidents from Social media must be

My father had a brief, intense
version of this problem back in
1980. A namesake of his, an aca-
demic, stood for elections from
Jadavpur constituency, in what
was then Calcutta. This gent was
representing a fringe Bengali
chauvinistic outfit, the “Amra
Bangali” Party.

My father was

my murky past in absolute hell for then a professor at
gory detail. anybody, who shares Jadavpur
Interestingly, hislher name witha  University. People

quite a few of the prominent politician.
models who wanted Indeed, there could
to get up-close and be some interesting
personal with him insights, for any

assumed, natural-
ly enough, that he
was the politician.
Thankfully, this

have stayed in touch social scientist who was pre social
with me, even afterI collated and analysed media. But we had

clarified that I was- the impact of naming to
n’t the person they coincidences on
wanted. They con- the lives of

tinue to send me ordinary people

updates about their
careers. I'm not complaining
about this scattershot approach
to networking and career-build-
ing, but I do find it rather odd.
All of us have a “form letter”
stating that messages, FB
requests, etc., have been made
to the wrong person. My name-
sake and I have also developed a
habit of filtering, and passing on,
what seems like the
important stuff.

Article 370 — we would not have
had the primary-secondary iden-
tity problem now. It would have
been primary identity Indian, sec-
ondary identity Kashmiri.

The Tamil solution

What Tamil Nadu and Kashmir
have in common is that in both
places the minority was dispro-
portionately powerful. Few peo-
ple acknowledge it but at its core
the Tamil Nadu problem
between the Brahmins and the
rest was one of power.

In Kashmir the Hindus held
most of the land and the accompa-
nying political power, while the
Muslims were the peasants and
powerless. In1935 it was the Hindus
who persuaded the Maharaja to
exclude all non-Kashmiris from
owning land in Kashmir. That law
eventually came back to bite them
in their backside.

In Tamil Nadu, in contrast, the
Brahmins were insignificant as
landlords. But they held social
and administrative power. Their
power was based on their ability
to exclude. It was, if you like, the
club approach to power.

In Tamil Nadu the minority
has now been pretty much evicted
because the Brahmins, despite
being a minority, constituting no
more than 4-5 per cent of the pop-

field many
strange phone-
calls. Friends and
acquaintances
also made puzzled
enquiries about his suddenly
developing an affection for the
cause of Bengali chauvinism.
Social media must be
absolute hell for anybody, who
shares his/her name with a
prominent politician. Indeed,
there could be some interesting
insights, for any social scientist
who collated and analysed the
impact of naming coincidences
on the lives of ordinary people.

ulation, were the ones who were
socially powerful. Today they are
less than 2 per cent. The liberals
don’t seem to mind very much.

This eviction was achieved by
economic and administrative
means comprising constitution-
ally and judicially mandated
reservations in jobs and educa-
tion. In Kashmir, however, the
eviction was violent.

Modus vivendi

Today the Brahmins and the others
of Tamil Nadu have found a modus
vivendi where both fiercely defend
their Tamil identities — together.
But barring some nut cases, they
have no love for separateness.

In Kashmir it’s the opposite.
Separateness fully defines the
Kashmiri Muslim. There is no
place for the Hindus or even
other Indians.

It would be highly optimistic to
think the Tamil solution can be
repeated in Kashmir. It’s too late for
that now because Article 370 in its
coming, living, and dying, too, has
rendered the Valley a mental waste-
land where a Kashmiri Muslim has
no clue what he or she wants: To
become a Pakistani, to remain
Indian, or become independent.

That’s why they are better off as
a union territory until they sort
themselves out.

ThePakistanilaureate

EYE CULTURE

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

hen diplomats in India and
‘ N ; Pakistan have made it their
priority to shame each oth-
er on the international stage, the
work of making peace is left to the
people of both countries. What they
seek is not a political office but an
opportunity to end decades of hos-
tility. The proxy war might be prof-
itable for the global military indus-
trial complex, but it has had
debilitating consequences for indi-
viduals sharing cultural affinities
that borders cannot erase.

As the ones holding the reins
tighten their grip, others rise up to
resist. Artists have always found ways
to collaborate even though the visa
regime conspires to eliminate con-
tact between Indians and Pakistanis.
Not only are they enabled by social
media but many of them have oppor-
tunities to meet in a third country
away from the cartographic anxieties
of nation states threatened by cul-
tural exchange.

The latest Indo-Pak venture that
celebrates this desire to overcome
barriers is a documentary titled
Salam: The First ***** Nobel
Laureate, which is now available on
Netflix. It is directed by Anand
Kamalakar, who was born and raised
in India but lives in New York, and
produced by Omar Vandal and Zakir
Thaver, who grew up in Pakistan and
moved to the US for their higher edu-
cation. This film pays tribute to a
Pakistani scientist named Abdus
Salam (1926-1996), who was awarded
the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1979.

Such an honour is rare, and he
was acutely aware of this as a Muslim
man from a so-called Third World
country working in a predominantly
white and Eurocentric universe that
looked in a patronising manner at
people like himself. Unfortunately,
Pakistan did not care as much about
his commitment to his faith. Under
the dictatorship of General Zia-ul-
Hagq, it became an Islamic Republic
which persecuted the Ahmadiyya
community that Salam was part of.
Ahmadis were forbidden from call-
ing themselves Muslims because
they did not consider Muhammad as
the last prophet.

The genocide of Ahmadis in
Pakistan has come up for discussion
in global human rights forums but
the volume of reporting has
remained abysmally low. This film
will hopefully change that. The fact
that Salam had helped set up
Pakistan’s nuclear programme did
not earn him any brownie points
with the religious extremists, and he
felt compelled to live in Europe

where he could pursue his life’s call-
ing unafraid of being killed for call-
ing himself a Muslim.

He enjoyed tremendous profes-
sional success but was heartbroken
by the fact that he had to leave his
country. It was a wound that festered
in his heart until the very end.
Though he could not reside in
Pakistan, he wanted to be buried
there after his death. This wish was
fulfilled. Unfortunately, those who
carried hate in their hearts would not
let him rest in peace even after he
died. Salam was the world’s first
Muslim Nobel laureate but the word
‘Muslim’ was defaced from his grave-
stone. That is why the title of the film
replaces the word ‘Muslim’
With ******.

Salam wanted to stay connected
to his roots, and to give back. He ded-
icated much of his time, expertise
and resources towards establishing
the International Centre for
Theoretical Physics in Trieste, where
young scientists from Pakistan and
elsewhere in the Global South could
pursue their research interests in a
supportive environment and engage
in dialogue with peers from all over
the world. After stepping down as an
advisor to the government of
Pakistan, he became a strong advo-
cate for nuclear disarmament. He
also visited India. Amidst the rich
archival material used in this film is
avideo clip featuring Salam wherein
he is asked to give a message to politi-
cians. “First of all, they should get
rid of nuclear weapons,” he said.

Whether India and Pakistan are
willing to listen is anyone’s guess,
especially when the leadership on
both sides is not only uninspiring
and jingoistic but caught up in mean-
ingless gestures of one-upmanship
that do not benefit their citizens in
the least. Salam was born in pre-par-
tition India. He knew of a time when
the two countries did not exist as sep-
arate entities carved out of blood-
shed and barbed wire. While the film
does not explore his thoughts on the
Partition of 1947, Salam did witness
that horrific chapter of history which
was drenched in communal discord.

Decades after the violence that
broke out under the watch of the
British, India and Pakistan are still
locked into a conflict that is influ-
enced by religious extremists. The
value placed on scientific temper and
critical enquiry is on the decline. It is
in this context that Salam is an
extremely relevant film. It encour-
ages viewers to question state-sanc-
tioned narratives and sectarian vio-
lence but also refrain from
whitewashing Salam into a hero
without any flaws. Watch the film to
learn more.
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Corporates get
responsible about plastic

Govt must announce bans only after a roadmap for
transitioning to alternatives is laid down

TIS NOT clear how sustainable the movement will prove,but if a Business Stan-
dard story on MNCs cutting plastic-use isanything to go by, thereisalot of room
foroptimism.While FMCG major HULand its parent company, Unilever,arerely-
ing on changing the design and packaging of their products—this, Unilever esti-
mates,could help it bring its plastic usage from 700,000 tonnes annually to 100,000
tonnes—Flipkartaimstouseonlyrecycled plasticfrom 2021 and Amazonistargeting
eliminating single-use plastic from its operationsin Indiaby 2020. Unilever/HULplans
to start refill stations at shops and universities for shampoo and detergent,and has
introduced products such as shampoo bars and bamboo toothbrushes. Parle Agro is
adoptinga PET plasticwaste management (PWM) programme,underwhich the com-
panywillwork on easing theannual collection of 310 crore PETbottles, totalling 50,000
tonnes of PET waste. Globally, too, there is a lot afoot, with Coca Cola having commit-
ted to have 100% recyclable packaging by 2025 while Dow is financing waste man-
agement initiatives that will help reduce the annual global plastic leakage by 45%.

While corporate action is largely a reaction to government policy, or taken in
anticipation of stricter standards getting adopted, the government also needs to
calibrate its action based on ground reality.In the case of recycling of old vehicles,
the government has had to hold back the announcement of a scrappage policy
given how the infrastructure for scrapping is quite inadequate—the country’s first-
ever organised, automated facility became operational only in April last year. The
laws enacted by the Centre and the states to ban single-use plastics—a TERI fact-
sheet says that 43% of the plastic manufactures in India is for packaging, meaning
nearly all of it is single-use—never took into account the fact that better quality
plastics canberecycled into buckets,bangles, chairs,etc.And,if 40% of the 9.5 mil-
lion tonnes of plastic waste generated in the country,as an analysis of Central Pol-
lution Control Board data shows, remains uncollected, it isn’t hard to imagine the
unrealised recycling/reuse potential. Similarly, moving from use of multi-layered
plastics—that pose a serious recycling challenge because of the varying physical
and chemical properties of the polymers and other material used—to single-poly-
mer plastics is something that needs to be seriously considered.

The urgency of tackling the plastics problem can’t be overstated—a big part of
plastic pollution is also the contribution of the plastic lifecycle to greenhouse gas
emissions, estimated by the Center for International Environmental Law at 0.86
gigatonnes of carbon-dioxide equivalent (GtCO2e) and projected to grow to 2.80
GtCO2eby 2050.The government needs to consult industrialists,environmental-
ists,stakeholders in the waste disposal value chain and others,and come upwith a
workable gameplan that helps the country transit to a low-plastic future. This will
entail priming consumers,also,on environmentally-friendly plastic usage and dis-
posal. Rushing into announcing a ban, to coincide with Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th
anniversary or some such otherlandmark,is a bad idea.

Li-ionising battery research

Chem Nobel honours work that led to the Li-ion battery

IVEN HOW IMPORTANT battery-storage is for renewable power,leaps

in digital,and the future of the automotives, etc,it isn’t a surprise that

the Nobel in Chemistry this year, should honour three scientists for

their role in the discovery of the lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries that
power significant facets of our high-tech lives. The award this year goes to John B
Goodenough of the University of Texas at Austin, M Stanley Whittingham of Bing-
hamton University and Akira Yoshino of Meijo University,with equal shares of the
prize money for the three.

While the nickel-cadmium battery, discovered much earlier in 1899, powered
most devices, research on Li-ion power storage only took off when Exxon, amidst
the global oil crisis,commissioned a study on lithium compounds as an alternative
for fossil fuel. Whittingham, one of the researchers with Exxon, created a battery
with lithium-ionastheanode and titanium disulphide as the cathode that could be
recharged at room temperature. Although Exxon gave up the research as oil prices
normalised, Goodenough—the oldest Nobel recipient,at 97—improved the idea by
replacing titanium with cobalt oxide,which doubled the output voltage of the bat-
tery.Yoshino, then working for Asahi Kasei,which wanted lightweight batteries, fur-
ther improved upon the idea discarding lithium for carbon-based materials that
could hold lithium ions.The battery could not only have a higher output but wasalso
safe as lithium tends to catch fire. What we see today are variations of Yoshino’s
designs powering most consumer electronics, mobile phones and tablets.

Although pricing hasalot to dowith lithium-ion batteries’ popularity—prices
have crashed 85% since 2010, from $§1,160/KWh to $176, BloombergNEF reports
another 40% reduction to $100 by 2024 —alot has to dowith the absence of any
competition. Though NiMH batteries are still used in low-powered consumer
electronics, lower power and voltage capabilities have ensured that they have a
limited scope. More important,with prices falling, lithium has found resonance
with large-scale utilities and electric vehicles. Although, in their present form,
these cannot provide the kind of solutions the automotive industry needs—cars
powered by lithium-ion still can’t breach the 500-mile barrier, and utility stor-
age batteries offer power for just four hours—and companies like Toyota are
investing on solid-state batteries for practical solutions, lithium-ion may over-
power alternatives because of cost benefits. Take the case of Sila Nanotechnolo-
gies.The company raised $170 million from Daimler to create a battery, which
holdslithium compounds using silicon rather than graphite.This, it believes, will
increase efficiency by 20%—meaning more space to accommodate more bat-
teries in electric cars and thus, longer battery service. Li-ion was successful in
powering devices for 4G technologies,but with always-on and connected devices,
the technology needs a further upgrade.

SeeingRIGHT

WHO report shows how big the problem of blindness
that could have been prevented is

HE WHO'S FIRST-ever World Vision Report highlights that 2.2 billion

people across the globe suffer from vision impairment—of these,nearly

a billion cases could have been prevented, if they were addressed with

basic necessities for eye care. Impairments like myopia—this affects
2.6 billion people, of which, 312 million are below 19 years of age—can be
resolved with basicaccessibility to eye-care.Theloss to the economyand to soci-
ety,due to the lack of eye-care coverage, is significant and the report urges poli-
cymakers to pay heed.

The annual cost of moderate-to-severe vision impairment ranged from $0.1
billion in Honduras to $16.5 billion in the US. However, the annual global costs
of productivitylosses due presbyopia and uncorrected myopia were estimated to
bearound $25.4 billion and $244 billion, respectively. This economic burden in
East Asia, South-East Asia,and South Asia is more than twice that of regions,and
equals tomore than 1% of GDP.The report, thus, pushes for universal health cov-
erage across the globe to consider to eye-care.The report hailed India’s National
Programme for Control of Blindness (NPCB).NPCB has provided cataract surgery
to 6.5 million people—a cataract surgical rate of over 6,000 per million popula-
tion—in 2016-17. It has also provided school screening to 32 million children;
around 7,50,000 spectacles were distributed. The outcome resulted in an over-
allreduction in prevalence of blindness—from 1.1%in 2001-02 to 0.45% from
2015-18.If such concerted efforts are taken globally and eye-care is brought
under universal health coverage, it would, the report notes,lead to better labour
productivity and quality of life.

»Opinion

OST PUBLIC POLI-

CIES world over have

relied on basic eco-

nomic principles. This

assumes that peopleact
on their own self-interest. However, the
last decade has seen burgeoning inter-
estinapplication of behavioural science
in formulation and implementation of
publicpolicy.Theaim hasbeen totrans-
late the science of behavioural changes
into smarter policy interventions and
impactful outcomes.

Recently, Cass Sunstein, who pio-
neered ‘Nudge Theory’along with Nobel
Prize winning economist, Richard
Thaler, was effusive in his praise for
India’s effortsintoincorporatingbehav-
iouralinsightsin publicpolicy.Anew par-
adigm has been in the making in India,
to create impactful yet sustainable pol-
icy outcomes by applying behavioural
tools in missions like ‘Swachh Bharat’.

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) has
used ‘Prospect Theory’ in Behavioural
Economics extensively for driving
behavioural change. Prospect Theory
predicts that theway choices are framed
has a material impact on people’s pref-
erences. It shows that people are loss
averse,i.e.peoplewill go greaterlengths
toavoid a perceived loss than obtaining
a perceived benefit, even if the loss and
benefitare of equal value. By highlight-
ing theill effects of poor sanitation and
number of deaths it causes through a
well-coordinated communication
strategy, Swachh Bharat Mission was
able to impact behaviours of millions,
especially in rural areas.

Similarly, theinsights on ‘Present—
Biases’ were also effectively used in
SBM. People generally are averse to let
go of what they have, for a perceived
future gain. However, by organising
‘Swachhata Divas’ and ‘Swachhata
Pakhwadas’, SBM leveraged the ‘Fresh

BEHAVIOURAL GAINS

SETTING UP A 'BEHAVIOUR INSIGHT TEAM' IN THE GOV, TO HELP DIFFERENT MINISTRIES
INCORPORATE PSYCHOLOGICALAND COGNITIVE DIMENSIONS IN PUBLIC POLICY, MAY BE USEFUL

Swachh Bharat shows
how to nudge the right way

SAJEESH KUMAR N

Debroy is Chairman, PMEAC and Kumar is Director,
Ministry of Railways. Views are personal

Start Effect’ to persuade people to
overcome present biases in favour of
decisions which are good for them in
long run. Research in behavioural sci-
ence affirms that the ‘Fresh Start
Effect’ helps in protecting people
against present biases.

Another concept that has gained
tractionis‘Social Proofing’. Studies con-
ducted across the US and India show
that making the actions of people more
observable adds social pressure on peo-
ple towards a preferred behaviour. By
making open defecation more ‘observ-
able’ as unaccepted social behaviour,
SBM could motivate more and more
people tobuild toilets by applying social
pressure. By conducting an annual sur-
vey, ‘Swachh Sarvekshan’, SBM could
successfully leverage ‘Social Proofing’
concepts tobringina competitive spirit
between local bodies. This has also fos-
tered social accountabilitywithin these
bodies. The department of drinking
water and sanitation conducted
Swachh Survekshan Grameen to pro-
vide a national ranking of all districts
and states on the basis of sanitation
parameters. Swachh Sarvekshan -
Grameen alone has covered about
17,450 villages across 698 districts in
addition to 4,240 cities covered under
Swachh Sarvekshan - Urban.

SBM was also unique in the way
seven lakh ‘Swachhagrahis’ reached
out to villagers to motivate them to
build toilets and stop the practice of

open defecation. ‘Swachhagrahis’have
used behavioural tools like ‘Plan Mak-
ing’and ‘Follow Up’to achieve the mile-
stones by linking behaviour to a con-
crete future moment. ‘Swachhagrahis’
have also organised events and dis-
seminated information across com-
munities at regular intervals, making
the message of SBM eas-
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¢2 THE REAL SUPERPOWER

Union defence minister, Rajnath Singh

People can say whatever they want. | did what |
thought was right and | will continue to do so. This is
our faith, that there is a superpower and | have
believed it since childhood

Similarly, understanding ‘Present
Biases’ helps nudge people towards
‘giving up’ subsidies. When there is a
trade-off between a ‘want’ and
‘should’ option, people prefer the want
option in the present. Hence, instead
of nudging people to give up subsidies
immediately, extracting a commit-
ment to give up ata future dateyields
abetterresult. Moreover, simple steps
like letting households know how
they performed compared to neigh-
bours in waste segregation,water con-
sumption or electricity usage, based
on ‘Social Proofing’ will nudge them
towards more segregation and con-
servation respectively.

There are many behavioural tools

available for policy mak-

ilyrecallable.The ‘Ease of m————————————— crs. However, the ten-

Recall’ was achieved by
ensuring vividness,
recency and repetition.

Behavioural tools like
wearing  ‘Swachhata
Badges’ or participating
in ‘Swachhata Pledge’
have also helped in esca-
lating people’s commit-
ment towards a ‘Clean
India’.In behavioural sci-
ence it is called foot-in-
the-door technique that
aims at getting a person
to agree to a large request by having
them agree toamoderate request first.

These insights learned from SBM
could be valuable while formulating
otherimportant government schemes.
For example, ‘Framing Tools’ based on
Prospect Theory can be used to pro-
mote cashless transactions. Prospect
Theory suggests that citizens are more
likely to pay with a credit card if price
differentials are framed as cash dis-
counts rather than surcharges on the
credit card.

Going vegan won't save the planet

Our problems are so deep and diverse,
and multiplied by local variations in
culture, weather and human density,

that no one solution will suffice. We

are going to need many.

MEAT CONSUMPTION PLAYS a huge
role in global warming, producing
nearly 15% of all carbon dioxide
emissions, even more than air travel.
This accounts in part for the rapid
shift toward vegetarianism,veganism
and diets relying less on meat prod-
ucts. In the future, for the health of
people and the planet, we should
mostly eat vegetables and fruits,
whole grains and legumes, with
seafood, poultry and red meat playing
minor roles in our diets.

But for now, focusing too strongly
on meat may risk overselling one idea
asasolution toall our problems.Chem-
ically intensive agricultural practices
have depleted soils and polluted seas
and rivers globally,and farms growing
crops have been just as destructive as
those raising animals. These problems
could get worse, even in a world where
no one eats meatatall.

Undoing this damage, while also
managing to feed the nearly 10 billion
people expected to populate the earth
by 2050,is going torequirelots of ideas
integrated together.That includes less
meat, less intensive and more intelli-
gent farming, and the application of
new technologies, including ways to
produce high volumes of food for cities.

At a recent food festival in Wales, I
witnessed an enlightening discussion
between two experts on the future of
farming. Chungui Lu,a Chinese native
whoisnowa professorin the UK,spoke
on the promise of vertical farming—
high-tech indoor vegetable farming
capable of producing more food per
acre than traditional farming. In con-
trast, Patrick Holden, a traditional yet
visionary Welsh farmer, argued for the
human and ecological benefits of
small-scale farming for thelocal sale of
meat, cheese and vegetables produced
using fully organic methods.

Their ideas seem to reflect a clash
between technologyand tradition. But
I came away thinking that neither
offered a solution by itself. Our prob-

lems are so deep and diverse,and mul-
tiplied by local variations in culture,
weather and human density, that no
one solution will suffice. We are going
to need many.

Lu sees vertical farming as a way to
produce huge volumes of fresh, healthy
vegetables to feed people in tomor-
row’s megacities, which by 2050 will
hold fully two-thirds of the entire
human population. Besides its appeal
of higher productivity,vertical farming
can be doneall year asit is not affected
by weather and requires no pesticides
or fungicides,such as those implicated
in the destruction of insect popula-
tions, including that of bees. It also
offers reductions in transport costs, as
food is grown close towhere it is eaten.

But the end goal of vertical farm-
ing, Lu argued, isn’t to move farming
off the land permanently. Rather,scal-
ingitup could give China time to feed
its people while taking steps torestore
the natural fertility of its currently
depleted agriculturalland.In one pro-
ject,Lu grew crops in LED light inside
temperature-controlled shipping
containers, with each container pro-
ducing three to five metric tonnes a
year. The practice has become wide-
spread in large Chinese cities, with
supermarkets and hotels growing
their own crops indoors.

Vertical farming hasalso caught the
attention of investors. But there is also
great appeal in Holden’s traditional
farming approach, which produces
food on a small scale attuned to local
Welsh tastes and does so while restor-
ing soils to healthy conditions. This
involves careful crop rotation and prac-
tices based on deep knowledge of the
microbiology of healthy soil. His cows,
forexample,graze onrich fields of oats,
peas and clover under controlled con-
ditions that avoid overgrazing and
damaging roots.

From the ecological perspective,
Holden said, the meat-versus-veg-
etable distinction isn’t the right one.

BUCHANAN

Bloomberg

Both can be produced in environmen-
tally helpful ways as well as harmful
ones, with the latter becoming the
norm over the past half-century of
industrial farming. Vegan and vege-
tarian diets may be good for CO2
emissions, but their blind pursuit can
exacerbate other issues. He gives one
example: It doesn’t help the environ-
ment to eschew a local organically
grown egg in favour of tofu produced
with intense pesticide application on
a soy plantation carved out of the
Amazon rainforest.

Holden’s farming reflects a more
integrated systems approach that
doesn’t focus on one problem to the
exclusion of others, but tries to offer
improvements on many issues at
once.ltisanidea gaining momentum
not only in farming, but also in other
areas, such as energy generation. For
example, solar energy may be a great
idea, but not if installations also end
up degrading local ecologies—inter-
fering with plant growth and the
insects that feed on them. Engineers
have developed principles to guide
installations more intelligently so
they generate energywhile alsobene-
fiting thelocal ecology.Asolarfarmin
Wiltshire, UK, for example, grows
native grasses and herbs in the spaces
between panels so as to provide arich
habitat for pollinators.

The data on efforts torealise the UN
Sustainable Development Goals indi-
catethatreducing CO2 emissionsisthe
one goal most in conflict with all the
others.Hence,there is no easy pathway
to less CO2 that also addresses the
otherissueswe face,among them feed-
ing a rapidly growing population. Lu
and Holden’s examples reflect the
kinds of small-scale experiments we
need to help us find a way through the
messy thicket of conflicts to design a
truly sustainable future.

This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the editorial
board or Bloomberg LP and its owners

Making open
defecation more
‘observable’ as
unaccepted social
behaviour, SBM
could motivate
more and more
people to
build toilets

dency of misconstruing
correlationsas causations
hastobe overcomebefore
applying these tools. Cor-
relation between twovari-
ables canalsooccurdueto
mere coincidence,reverse
causation or common
cause due to an omitted
variable. The obvious
point is, all correlations
are not causations.

In India, most public
policy interventions are
directly aimed at improving the qual-
ity of life of people. Applying some of
the behavioural approaches to public
policies, therefore, can enhance the
publicbuy-inand achieve theintended
outcomes. However, there is a need to
use behaviour insights and science of
behavioural changes in a more sys-
temic way. Setting up of a ‘Behaviour
Insight Team’in government of India,
tohelp different ministries incorporate
psychological and cognitive dimen-
sions in public policy, may be useful.
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Informal summit

Whether the arrival of Chinese
President Xi Jinping for the second
informal Summit with Indian PM
Narendra Modi at the historic town
of Mamallapuram, herald a new
chapter in the bilateral ties between
two Asian giants. It would hopefully
pave the way for sustained
engagement to iron out differences
on issues ranging from lingering
border dispute to trade deficit on
the ground. Irrespective of the
doubts being raised from different
quarters over the efficacy of such
informal summits in resolving the
structural tensions that have
enveloped the bilateral relationship
between the two countries for long,
it has raised the prospects for both
the countries to arrive at a better
understanding of each others
concerns and help resolve them.
Despite the widening gap in the
comprehensive national power of
both the countries, reflected in
China's aggregate GDP which now
stands at $14 trillion, five times
higher than India's $2.8 trillion, two
asian giants have the onus to keep
their bilateral relationship on an
amiable track to ensure peace,
stability and prosperity in Asia.

— M Jeyaram, Sholavandan

End the conflict

Turkey's military offense in Syria has
triggered a humanitarian crisis of
gargantuan proportions with about
60,000 Kurds displaced, and many
more set to flee the country. The US
president Donald Trump's action to
turn his back on the Syrian Kurds,
who have all along been loyal allies
of Washington is hard to fathom.
Trump's U-turn and the subsequent
Turkish assault on Syria could have
repercussions for the region.
Besides, leaving thousands of Kurds
homeless, the Turkish incursion
could see the dreaded IS militant
group recoup and spread their
tentacles yet again. The international
community must spare no efforts to
impress upon Turkey to restraint and
put an end to the conflict.

— NJ Ravi Chander, Bengaluru
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AMALLAPURAM, THE HIS-
TORIC port town of the
Pallava dynasty (early 4th
to 9th century CE) is host-
ing the second informal
meet between the Indian prime minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the Chinese
president Xi Jinping. The present meet
is a testament to the “Wuhan spirit”
deemed to help manage, if not resolve,
the differences that underlie Sino-
Indian relations. Yet, the “Mamallapu-
ram spirit” will be obscured by China’s
pre-occupations—the Hong Kong crisis
with more anti-government protests
planned this weekend, a restive Xinjiang
and worse still,America’s blacklisting of
eight Chinese Artificial Intelligence (AI)
companies associated with the surveil-
lance of Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang. In
the Chinese scheme of priorities, these
take alead.

Of course, there is no doubt that Xi
and Modi are pragmatic enough tolook
beyond the optics of Doklam, unre-
solved border issues, burgeoning trade
deficit, Xinjiang and Hong Kong. Prag-
matism and common ground between
Modi and Xi do some good, but China’s
economic lead, partly, because of
China’s 13 year lead in economic
reforms (1978) does little good.

Economicsis driving Xi’s current “go-
out”foreign policy,a dramatic shift from
the earlier “biding its time” policy when
China maintained a low profile. The Xi
years have witnessed an assertive foreign
policy in tandem with China’s growing
military, economic and diplomatic heft.
While this is relative, China’s “going out”
has metamorphosed into a mix of soft
and hard power, interspersed with smart,
sharp and stealth power.

Growing prosperity underlies Xi’s sig-
nature“China Dream”(2013) of national
rejuvenation — which may not be a Chi-
nese export, yet. Across the borders in
Nepal though, the Communist Party of
Nepal is testing waters of “Xi Jinping
Thought” with Nepalese cadre being
introduced to the scope of “Xi’s thought”
in a training programme. And China-
Pakistan friendship hasreceived arecent
Xi-upgrade — from“all-weather friends”
to“hardcore friends” (tiegan pengyou).

China’s economic heft has enabled
Xi to articulate the expand “China
Dream” into the “Asia-Pacific Dream”
(2014) of Asian cooperation and com-
mon prosperity. Not all are on board
though, and Taiwan is obviously not.
Asean (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, consisting of ten-member

President Xi Jinping and Prime minister Narendra Modi have much in common—pragmatism,
nationalism and marked shifts in foreign policy, but Sino-Indian relations are
underscored by economic asymmetry
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states) is divided over China’s rise; India
is hesitant about China’s increasing
geo-political influence in South Asia;
and Japan (a curbed military power) is
uncomfortable with China’s military
and economic strides.

China can easily afford smart power
initiatives such as Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI, 2013) with a slew of initiatives
that Japan only hopes to catch up with.
Xi’simprintiswritlarge on the BRI,Asian
Investment Infrastructure Bank (AIIB,
operational 2016), New Development
Bank (BRICS Bank, 2016) all of which
footprint continents with a basket of
offerings—aid to railways,economic cor-
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Singapore-based Sinologist, and adjunct
fellow at the Institute of Chinese Studies,
Delhi. Views are personal

ridors to military outposts, (engaging)
political circles to media.

In fact, Christopher Walker (National
Endowment of Democracy, America)
suggests that China’s sharp power (seek-
ing opportunities to“pierce, penetrate or
perforate” political/ information envi-
ronments)isbeing tested out in Australia

and New Zealand (in political circles and
in the growing Chinese population).
Today, China trumps the phrase “ruo
guo wu wai jiao” meaning weak coun-
tries—an oblique reference to Taiwan—
have little heft in foreign policy. In
2018,AmericanAirlines, DeltaAirlines,
United Airlines, British Airways and

ILLUSTRATIONS: ROHNIT PHORE

Lufthansa (among others) had to
remove references to Taiwan as a coun-
try. Instead, websites of these airlines
began to list Taipei as a destination
(Taipei, China).The airlines had to com-
plylest theybe fined orworse, restricted
from operations. Clothing retailer GAP
had toapologise for T-shirts that did not
show Taiwan as a part of China.

Recently, Kiribati and Solomon
Islands, poor but located in the strategic
waters of the Pacific switched diplomatic
allegiance from Taiwan to China.Taiwan
isnowleft onlywithahandful of 15 allies
including Tuvalu and Nauru—and this
may not be for long.
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Xiand Modi meet at Mamallapuram

Japan’s White Paper (Defense of
Japan, 2019) suggests China’s “contin-
uous and increased actions”in the East
China Sea, establishment of an ADIZ
(air defense identification zone, China’s
first,which infringes and overlaps with
those of Japan and South Korea) and
Chinese naval ships frequently transit-
ing waters near Japan to go to the
Pacific.These and China’sactions in the
South China Sea reclamation in the dis-
puted waters, islands, islets and reefs
and building of runways (Fiery Cross
Reef) have to be understood in the eco-
nomic context.

America is increasingly taking cog-
nisance of China flexing its economic,
and de-facto, military muscle.Air Force
Brigadier General Robert Spalding’s
“Stealth War: How China took over
while America’s elite slept” (2019) is
one such small example of the dis-
course in America.

Xiand Modimay be peas of the same
political pod—pragmatic, nationalistic
and with marked shifts in foreign pol-
icy. Modi has been no less diplomati-
cally active, trying to shrug off India’s
soft state past visiting Mongolia (in
2015; China’s neighbour) the first by an
Indian prime minister and Fiji, the first
in 33 years (2014) among others.India’s
“Look East”hasbeenrecastas “Act East”
(2014).1India also conducted air strikes
in Balakot, Pakistan (2019) and has
jumped off the boat of non-alignment
with strategichedging entering into the
Logistics Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA)with United States
(2016). India, under Modi, is engaging
with the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (Quad; US, Japan, Australia) and
has not been hesitant to champion a
“Free and Open Indo-Pacific”. Despite
India breaking diplomatic ground with
the United States, India’s arms pur-
chases from Russia have hit the “break-
through” $14.5 billion.

While some of the directions of
Modi’s foreign policy are astute and
praiseworthy, the fact of asymmetry of
economic power underscores Sino-
Indian relations. The Chinese them-
selves say, “under Mao, the Chinese
stood up”and “under Deng, the Chinese
got rich”. Today, the Chinese say with
pride that (because of Deng) “under Xi,
the Chinese are stronger”. For India, to
make the grand leap to the interna-
tional stage, it cannot forfeit that criti-
cal stage and will need to“get rich first”.
For India, economic prosperity will be
the game-changer.

DATA DRIVE

Losing competitive edge

HILE INDIAIS finding it
difficult to compete with a
Vietnam in wooing

manufacturing firms moving out of
China, the latest slip in rankings in the
Global Competitive Index will cause
further heartburn.The 2019 global
competitiveness rankings released by
the World Economic Forum show that
the country has slipped 10 ranks, to 68,
out of 141 countries from its previous
level—India was ranked 58 out of 140
countries in the 2018 rankings. This is
even lower than the 63rd position the
country had achieved in the index that
was revised a year ago. While India has
not slipped much in score—it has a
score of 61 against 62 last year—the fall
comes on the back of other countries
improving much more and faster than
India. So,while India was ranked better
than its South Asian counterparts—Sri
Lanka (84), Bangladesh (105), Nepal
(108) and Pakistan (110)—it was the
second-lowest ranked economy
amongst the BRICS grouping—Brazil
ranked 71. More important, the
rankings indicate that India needs to do
better in terms of global integration
and structural changes ifitis to
compete with the likes of Vietnam.
Although India was ranked third in
terms of market size,itwas 131 in
terms of trade opennessand 103 in
labour market.

India slips 10 positions in
Global Competitiveness
Rankings

Rankings have dipped as other countries have performed better
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India is the leader in South Asia, but
performs badly with respect to BRICS

SOUTH ASIA

Overall score did not change much, but there was a
minor change in certain indicators
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2.2 billion people worldwide
living with eye conditions,
preventable in 1 billion: WHO

At an eye operation camp in Chandigarh in 2012. Express Archive
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THE WORLD Health Organization
(WHO)released its first World Vision
Report this week, proposing ways to
address challenges such as integrat-
ing eye care into healthcare systems.
The report found that globally, over
2.2 billion people have a vision impair-
ment. In a telling finding, the report
said that out of these 2.2 billion, 1 bil-
lion people are suffering from condi-
tions that are preventable, or unad-
dressed. A majority of the cases
among these 1 billion cases are of un-
addressed presbyopia, at 826 million.
This is followed by unaddressed re-
fractive error, at over 120 million.

Rural communities, low-income
countries and older people bear the
brunt of these impairments, the re-
port said. For instance, the age-spe-
cific prevalence of presenting distance
vision impairment in an urban popu-
lation of Delhi (20% prevalence among
60-69-year-olds) was one-third lower
than that of a rural population in
Northern India (28%).

The report estimated that over 11.9
million globally have conditions such
as glaucoma, trachoma and diabetic
retinopathy, which could have been
prevented. The estimated cost of pre-
venting conditions among these 11.9
million people is over $5.8 billion.

Surgeries for cataract, whichis the
leading cause of blindness globally,
have shown improvements over time,
in low middle-income countries. In

THais WORD MEANS

PEOPLE LIVINGWITHEYE
CONDITIONS (2.2 BILLION)

Myopia 2,600 mn
Age-related 196 mn
macular degeneration

Diabetic retinopathy 146 mn
Glaucoma /6mn
Trachomatous trichiasis 2.5 mn
Presbyopia 1.8 mn
PEOPLE WITH PREVENTABLE/
UNADDRESSED EYE CONDITIONS
(1BILLION)

Unaddressed 123.7mn
refractive error

Cataract 65.2mn
Glaucoma 6.9mn
Corneal opacities 4.2 mn
Diabetic retinopathy 3mn
Trachoma 2mn
Unaddressed presbyopia 826 mn
Source: WHO

India the rate of cataract surgery has
increased nine-fold (6,000 per million
population) between 1981 and 2012.
This has been possible due to the
National Programme for Control of
Blindness, which was launched in
1976 and under which cataract sur-
geries were performed on 6.5 million
people in 2016-2017, the report said.

ELASTOCALORIC EFFECT

Cooling effect produced by twisting and untwisting of
rubber bands. Can it be used in a fridge?

WHEN RUBBERS bands are twisted and
untwisted, it produces a cooling effect.
This is called the “elastocaloric” effect,
and researchers have suggested that it
canbe used in a very relevant context to-
day. Researchers from multiple universi-
ties, including Nankai University in China,
have found that the elastocaloric effect,
if harnessed, may be able to do away with
the need of fluid refrigerants used in
fridges and air-conditioners. These fluids
are susceptible to leakages, and can con-
tribute to global warming. The results of
the research were published in the jour-
nal Science on Friday.

In the elastocaloric effect, the transfer
of heat works much the same way as
when fluid refrigerants are compressed
and expanded. When a rubber band is
stretched, it absorbs heat from its envi-
ronment,and whenitis released, it grad-

ually cools down. In order to figure out
how the twisting mechanism might be
able to enable a fridge, the researchers
compared the cooling power of rubber
fibres, nylon and polyethylene fishing
lines and nickel-titanium wires. They ob-
served high cooling from twist changes
in twisted, coiled and supercoiled fibres.

They reported that the level of effi-
ciency of the heat exchange in rubber
bands “is comparable to that of standard
refrigerants and twice as high as stretch-
ing the same materials without twisting”.
To demonstrate this setup, the researchers
developed a fridge the size of a ballpoint
pen cartridge that was able to bring down
the temperature of a small volume of wa-
ter by 8°C in a few seconds. They sug-
gested that their findings may lead to the
development of greener, higher-efficiency
and low-cost cooling technology.

Q0
@ieExplained

#ExpressExplained

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

SIMPLY PUT

Delhi diplomacy to fight disaster

At climate summit in New York, PM Modi pushed the global Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.
As world observes International Day for Disaster Reduction, alook at the initiative India has taken

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE,OCTOBERTI1

WHILE SPEAKING at the UN Secretary
General’s Climate Action Summit in New York
on September 23, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced the launch of the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI) and invited all countries to join it.
Ahead of International Day for Disaster
Reduction on Sunday, a look at what CDRI is.

What it proposes to do

Envisaged as an international knowledge
platform where countries can collaborate to
make their existing and new infrastructure
strong enough to withstand natural disasters,
CDRIis the fruition of at least three years of dis-
cussions that India has had with more than 40
countries on this subject.

Insimple terms, CDRIis an attempt to bring
countries together to share and learn from the
experiences of one another to protect their key
infrastructure — highways, railways, power
stations, communication lines, water channels,
even housing — against disasters.

Need to protect infrastructure

Many countries, including India, have
over the years developed robust disaster
management practices that have helped in
sharply reducing human casualties in a dis-
aster. However, the economic costs of a dis-
aster remain huge, mainly due to the dam-
age caused to big infrastructure.

According to a recent estimate by the
World Bank, Cyclone Fani, which hit Odisha
in May this year, caused damage to the tune
of $4 billion. The losses in the Kerala floods
lastyear could be in excess of $4.4 billion, ac-
cording to a post-disaster needs assessment
report by the state government. In the US,
there were 10 climate change disasters this
year in which losses exceeded S1 billion.

Much of the developing world is still build-
ing its basic infrastructure. Many developed
countries are also in the process of replacing
old infrastructure that have completed their
lifetimes. Future infrastructure needs to take
into account the heightened risks arising out

- — - —E?- - .
7 _q:-?;;:; To qeEog, dvg s S h B ST

=Y
*_l'-l-".; B |

> &

The Biju Patnaik International Airport in Bhubaneswar during Cyclone Fani earlier
this year. The World Bank estimates the damage caused by Fani at $4 billion. ANI

of theincreased frequency and intensity of ex-
treme weather events and other adverse im-
pacts of climate change. Even existing infra-
structure would need to be retrofitted to make
them more resilient. Disaster-proofing a proj-
ect would involve changes in design, and use
of newer technologies. These involve addi-
tional costs which, however, are only a frac-
tion of the losses that a disaster can bring.

“We have pretty good evidence to show
that wherever we have made investments in
making infrastructure more resilient, over a
period of time that investment has basically
paid foritself,” said Kamal Kishore, member
of National Disaster Management Authority.
The NDMA is operating as the interim secre-
tariat of CDRI as of now.

An international forum

Disaster preparedness and infrastructure
creation are largely national endeavours.
However, modern infrastructure is also a web
of networked systems, not always confined
tonational boundaries. There are increasing
numbers of trans-national and trans-conti-
nental highways and railways; transmission
lines carry electricity across countries; assets
on a river are shared. Damage to any one
node can have cascading impacts on the en-
tire network, resulting in loss of livelihoods

and disruption in economic activity in places
far away from the site of a disaster.

To make entire networks resilient is the
main thought behind the Indian initiative of
CDRI. The platformis not meant to plan or ex-
ecute infrastructure projects. Nor is it an
agency that will finance infrastructure proj-
ects in member countries. Instead, CDRI will
seek to identify and promote best practices,
provide access to capacity building, and work
towards standardisation of designs, processes
and regulations relating to infrastructure cre-
ation and management. It would also attempt
toidentify and estimate the risks to,and from,
large infrastructure in the event of different
kinds of disasters in member countries.

CDRI hopes to have as its members not just
countries, but organisations like UN bodies, fi-
nancial institutions, and other groups work-
ing on disaster management. It seeks to help
member countries integrate disaster manage-
ment policiesin all their activities, set up insti-
tutions and regulatory provisions to ensure
creation of resilient infrastructure, and iden-
tify and use affordable finance and technology.

CDRI and Belt Road Initiative

CDRI has sometimes been seen as India’s
response to the Belt Road Initiative, China’s on-
going multi-billion-dollar programme to recre-

Fact CHECK, GROUND REALITY

ate the ancient Silk Route trading links. China
is building massive new land and maritimein-
frastructure in several countries. India and
some other nations view this as an attempt by
China to use its economic and military heft to
usurp strategic assets in other countries.
Though the comparisons are not surpris-
ing given the competing strategic interests
of the two neighbours, the magnitude and
purpose of the two initiatives are starkly dif-
ferent. Unlike BRI, CDRI is not an attempt by
India to create or fund infrastructure proj-
ects in other countries. Having said that, in-
ternational initiatives like these are not with-
out any strategic or diplomatic objective.

CDRI and Solar Alliance

A more relevant comparison of CDRI can,
however, be made with the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) that India launched at the cli-
mate meeting in Paris in 2015.ISA, which has
evolved into a treaty-based organisation with
more than 50 countries already signed up,
aims at a collective effort to promote the de-
ployment of solar energy across the world. Its
objective is to mobilise more than $1 trillion
into solar power by 2030, and to deploy over
1,000 GW of solar generation capacity in
member countries by that time. India hosts
ISA, with its headquarters in Gurgaon.

The CDRI secretariat too would be based
in New Delhi. While it is not envisioned to
take the shape of a treaty-based organisation,
CDRI can be seen as complementing ISA’s ef-
forts. ISA is about climate change mitigation
— deployment of more solar energy would
bring down the reliance on fossil fuels,
thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
CDRI, on the other hand, is about adapting to
climate change, a need that is inevitable.

With these two initiatives, India is seek-
ing to obtain a leadership role, globally, in
matters related to climate change.

Kishore of NDMA stressed, however, that
CDRIis more thanjusta climate change initia-
tive. “It does not matter whether the infrastruc-
ture is risk from climate-induced disasters or
those taking place due to geophysical reasons,
like earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides or
tsunamis. The infrastructure needs to be
strengthened to cope with all these,” he said.

Killer cyanide in Kerala: how is it monitored?

There are licences, permits. Butin 2002, when 250 kg of the lethal toxin was seized; accused was fined Rs 250

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCTOBER 11

POLICE IN Kerala have arrested a woman for
allegedly killing her husband, parents-in-law
and three other members of the extended
family over a period of 14 years using
cyanide. The chemical was allegedly supplied
to the woman by a jewellery salesman who
procured it from a goldsmith. Both have been
arraigned as accused in the case.

Cyanideis used in the extraction and pol-
ishing of gold, and for gold-plating. The or-
nament industry uses the chemical to give
gold its reddish yellow colour, believed to be
the “original” colour of the metal, and for rid-
ding it of impurities.

Kerala is among the country’s biggest
consumers of gold jewellery. How is cyanide
stocked in the state, and how is its distribu-
tion regulated?

The law and monitoring
The stocking and sale of cyanide is regu-

lated by The Kerala Poisons Rules, 1996, which
were notified under The Poisons Act, 1919,
which empowers state governments “to regu-
late possession for sale and sale of any poison”.

The Drugs Control Department under the
Government of Kerala’s Health Department
issues permits for stocking cyanide for pro-
fessional use, and licences to stock and sell
the chemical. Any individual or institution
can apply for both under relevant sections of
The Kerala Poisons Rules, 1996. The appli-
cant must have a valid and legal reason to
seek the permit or licence, as well as a tech-
nically qualified person to oversee the stor-
age and handling of the lethal toxin.

Number of permits, licences

The Drugs Control Department says only
35 agencies — research institutions, univer-
sities, academic bodies, or labs in the govern-
ment or private sector — have permits to
stock cyanide.

An agency can at a time stock only 250
grams; the average annual cyanide intake of
an institute in Kerala is 250 g to 500 g.

Cyanide crystals come in packets of 250 g.
The chemical has an expiry date of three
years from manufacture. Permits have to be
renewed every year.

There are no valid cyanide licences —
meant for sale of the chemical — in Kerala at
present.

Legal source of the chemical

Cyanide is legally sourced from a
Mumbai-based agency, which sells the
chemical under strict restrictions to institu-
tions or individuals who are able to furnish
the relevant certificate issued by the Drugs
Control Department. The permit-holder has
toappear in person before the agency to pro-
cure the allotted quantity of chemical.

Smuggling and illegal imports
The industrial use of cyanide is allegedly
dependent on smuggling or illegal imports.
The small quantities involved make it diffi-
cult to detect and seize illegal consignments,
officials said. A police officer of the rank of
Sub-Inspector can suo motu register a case of

illegal trade in cyanide.

The last seizure of cyanide that officials
could recall took place in 2002, when sales
tax officials at an inter-state border check-
post in Palakkad seized 250 kg of the chem-
ical from a truck. The consignment, imported
from Australia, was meant for an individual
in Kozhikode. Investigations revealed the
chemical was meant for the gold industry.
The accused individual was convicted and
fined a paltry Rs 250 as per the law.

What Kerala proposes to do

State Drugs Controller Ravi S Menon said
it is proposed to amend The Kerala Poisons
Rules in the wake of recurring incidents of
acid attacks, as the use and stocking of acid
also come under the purview of the Rules.

“We are planning to bring the use and
stock of cyanide under the ambit of the pro-
posed amendment in ways such that the ac-
cessibility of the public to cyanide is reduced.
We also plan to incorporate sections to re-
duce the toxicity of the cyanide thatis made
available,” Menon said.

Abiy Ahmed Ali, Laureate, for Peace in Horn of Africa: what was his role?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 1T

ETHIOPIAN PRIME Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali
was awarded the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize on
Friday for “his important work to promote
reconciliation, solidarity and social justice”.
Inits citation, the Norwegian
Nobel Committee said: “Abiy
Ahmed Ali has initiated im-
portant reforms that give
many citizens hope for a bet-
ter life and a brighter future.”

What Abiy did

When Abiy became
Prime Minister in 2018,
Ethiopia had been locked in
conflict with Eritrea for 20
years. InJuly that year, the former Army offi-
cer-turned-PM, then 41, stepped across the
border, held Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki
ina warmembrace and signalled the begin-
ning of a peace effort, announcing to the
world that war was no longer an option.

The Nobel Committee noted how Abiy,
in cooperation with Afwerki, worked out the
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NOBEL IN
PEACE

principles of a peace agreement, set out in
declarations the two leaders signed in
Asmara during that July visit and in Jeddah
in September. It also listed domestic achieve-
ments by Abiy in his first 100 days as Prime
Minister — lifting Emergency, granting
amnesty to thousands of political prisoners,
discontinuing media censorship, legalising
outlawed opposition groups,
dismissing military and civil-
ian leaders suspected of cor-
ruption, and increasing the
influence of women in polit-
ical and community life.

The conflict, its roots

The stalemate Abiy helped
break is about a border dis-
pute that began in 1998.
Conflict between the two
countries, however, has a longer history.

Eritrea, once an Italian colony, was
merged with Ethiopia in 1936 during Benito
Mussolini’s regime, then taken over by the
British during the Second World War. After
the War, a United Nations declaration in
1950 made Eritrea part of a federation with
Ethiopia. When Eritrean groups launched

Ethiopia PM Abiy Ahmed (left), who has won the Nobel, helped usher in peace
after reaching out to Eritrea President Isaias Afwerki (right). Reuters/File
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a struggle for independence in 1961,
Ethiopia dissolved the federation and an-
nexed Eritrea in 1962. After a war that lasted
30years, Eritrea gained international recog-
nition as an independent country in 1993.

Just five years later, however, war broke
out over the control of Badme, aborder town
both countries coveted. The violence, which

went on until an agreement to cease hostil-
ities in 2000, claimed 80,000 lives and sep-
arated countless families. Since then, the
two countries were in a state the Nobel
Committee described as “no peace,nowar”.

What peace brings
In the two agreements during and after

Abiy’s visit, the two countries have an-
nounced the resumption of trade, diplo-
matic, and travel ties and “a new era of
peace and friendship” in the Horn of Africa.

“... Telecommunications have been re-
stored, allowing families that were splitupin
the war to contact each other. In the days that
followed this breakthrough, some Ethiopians

called Eritrean numbers randomly, and vice
versa, just to speak to someone on the other
side, simply because they could. Others
tracked down parents, siblings and friends,”
The New York Times reported.

Ethiopiais Africa’s second largest coun-
try by population, but landlocked, while
tiny Eritrea is connecting by sea to the
Middle East. Through the years of conflict,
Ethiopia had depended heavily on Djibouti
for access to the Gulf of Aden and onward to
the Arabian Sea. The peace deal opened up
Eritrean ports for Ethiopian use.

Challenges ahead

While the peace effort is a step forward,
ethnic rivalries in Ethiopia have flared in re-
centyears and the country has millions of in-
ternally displaced refugees. “No doubt some
people will think this year’s prize is being
awarded too early. The Norwegian Nobel
Committee believes it is now that Abiy
Ahmed'’s efforts deserve recognition and
need encouragement,” the Committee said.

It acknowledged Afwerki too: “Peace
does not arise from the actions of one party
alone. When Prime Minister Abiy reached
out his hand, President Afwerki graspedit...”
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

WHAT PMC MEANS

Financial sector scams are a warning: RBI must raise its game
to remain a step ahead of the entities it regulates

N AT LEAST three of the major financial sector scams in the last couple of months

in India, featuring Punjab National Bank, IL&FS, some private banks and now the

latest, Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative Bank or PMC, apart from poor gover-

nance and fraudulent practices, a common thread has been supervisory failure.
The country’s leading financial sector regulator, the RBI, has been shown as flat-footed,
responding only after the event. Like in IL&FS, in the PMC case too, there appears to be cul-
pability on the part of the management and the board of the bank considering that the
bank’s loan exposure to a single firm, HDIL, alone constituted 73 per cent of its assets and
several dummy accounts were created to camouflage this. But often, the issue of dual
control by the RBI and state governments has been cited as a hurdle by the regulator for
its inability to effectively supervise cooperative banks.

That may be true to an extent, given the limitations in superceding the board of direc-
tors or removing directors of these banks, unlike in commercial banks. Yet that alone can-
not be a shield for the central bank, considering the role of co-operative banks in ensur-
ing credit delivery to the unorganised sector and last mile access, especially to small
businesses, over the last few decades in an economy where the large banks continue to
focus on bigger cities and towns. As a recent RBI report shows, fund flows to the com-
mercial sector have declined by close to 88 per cent in the first six months of this current
fiscal — to Rs 90,495 crore in mid-September compared to Rs 7.38 lakh crore during the
same period a year ago. That would have surely hurt small businessmen, traders and the
farm sector. A remarkable feature since liberalisation, has been the resilience of India’s fi-
nancial sector, which may also have to do with the dominance of government-owned
institutions or lenders and a strong central bank. If that track record is not to be sullied,
clearly, the RBIwill have to raise its game on the supervisory front to remain a step ahead
of the entities it regulates.

The central bank has already started building an internal cadre for supervision of banks
and other entities aimed at enhancing its oversight capabilities. Hopefully, this will be
complemented by legislative changes which could lead to greater regulatory control and
powers for the RBI over cooperative banks and an insolvency regime for financial firms as
indicated by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. India needs not just a few large banks
and lenders with a national or regional presence but also other players such as coopera-
tive banks, small finance and payment banks. There are voices seeking greater accounta-
bility on the part of India’s financial regulators. The risk it holds is the prospect of supervi-
sors swinging to the other extreme while poring over the books of banks and compounding
the problem, besides stifling innovation. Carving out a separate authority for supervision
may only lead to regulators working in silos. With a weakening economy, the last thing
India needs is the unravelling of more such firms stoking fears of financial instability.

HITTING OUT

India’s statement on Turkey’s military offensive may have
more to do with Pakistan. That may not be wise

HE STATEMENT BY Delhi expressing “deep concern” at Turkey’s military of-

fensive in the northeastern region of Syria which has a dominant Kurdish

population, and expressing fears for the stability of the region and the fight

against terrorism is, in all probability, what it seems to be — a hit at Turkey
for its critical statements against India on Kashmir. On August 6, a day after the govern-
ment announced its decision to revoke the special status of J&K and bifurcate the state into
two Union Territories, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had expressed concern that it
“could further increase the existing tensions”. Later, he was the first to speak at the UN
General Assembly to raise the Kashmir issue and say that the world had “failed” to pay at-
tention to what was happening there. It is not incidental here that the Turkey-Pakistan
friendship goes back many decades: In recent years, Nawaz Sharif reached out to Erdogan
during the attempted military coup against the latter, and visited the Turkish president
after he managed to take back control.

It is unusual for India to hit out in this manner. Delhi has not commented before on
Turkey’s ambivalent role in the crisis that has unfolded in the region since ISIS erupted on
the scene in the middle of 2014. In general, India does not comment on actions by a coun-
try not in its neighbourhood and unlikely to have an impact, at least immediately, on it.
The statement on Turkey may be part of the “with us, or against us” style of diplomacy
that has taken hold in South Block in recent years, where a country must profess loyalty
toIndia and be critical of Pakistan to make the cut. This would be all very well if India was
an economic powerhouse. But to be struggling along in terms of growth rate, and to make
enemies of other nations in this manner, is not the wisest thing to do. As India knows,
every country is worth its weight in votes at many multilateral forums. The election of
India’s nominee to the International Court of Justice at The Hague came in 2017 because
of the widespread support that India garnered. As many as 183 countries voted for India’s
nominee. There were zero votes against him, and 10 abstentions.

Such goodwill may be hard to come by if Delhi goes around dividing its world into
Pakistan lovers and Pakistan bashers, and building its foreign relations accordingly. With
the India-Pakistan hyphenation it encourages, that would also be so last century.

MAGNIFICENT MARY

She scales another peak, yet again proves the
doubters wrong

CMARY KOM marched with single-minded intent to a record-breaking

8th World Championship medal this week. This glorious achievement

has come in three weight divisions — pin-weight (45 kg), light-flyweight

(48 kg) and now the flyweight (51 kg). She was already the best female
boxer beating Irish legend, Katie Taylor’s, count of six medals, picking the seventh last
time. But beating back all mutterings about her capabilities, magnificent Mary assured
herself of the eighth, waving a cheery goodbye to Cuban heavyweight Felix Savon, with
seven medals from his 20 years of amateur pugilism.

Itonly needed to be pointed out that none of her medals had come in the Olympic clas-
sification of 51 kg, and there she was in Ulan Ude, Russia, thumping the 2016 Games’ bronze
medallist, Columbia’s Valencia Victoria, by a unanimous 5-0 verdict. For two decades now,
that's what Mary Kom has done — danced around the ring, proving doubters wrong. She
has won world medals when women’s boxing was not in the Olympics. Then, when it got
included, when she could lord over others in 48 kg, her natural weight, and now when she
faces taller and stronger women in 51 kg — often those who scale down from 60 kg retain-
ing their punching prowess even if the weight was down. She’s won medals as a late teen,
as a mother of twins, and now at 36 after a break when she was an MP in Rajya Sabha.

Mary Kom has been told to leave it to younger contenders. To gracefully make way. To
rest on her laurels. With this medal, she has earned the right to slam the door on pre-
tenders and their Twitter amplifiers. For if she can’t inspire love, she’ll make do with in-
stilling fear by waving yet one more medal at critics and opponents.

-
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WORDLY WISE

BOXING IS REAL EASY. LIFE IS MUCH HARDER.
— FLOYD MAYWEATHER, JR.

The policy way out

Economic slowdown may be structural, not cyclical. It

calls for removal of bottle-necks, long-term reform

AMARTYA LAHIRI

IT IS BY now clear that India is in the middle
of a sharp growth slowdown. The debate sur-
rounding the slowdown is whether itis a
cyclical downturn or a structural correction.
Diagnosing the problem is key for devising
policy responses. Cyclical slowdowns can be
dealt with using temporary fiscal and mone-
tary stimulus. Structural problems, on the
other hand, require long-run policy re-
sponses.

There are a few clues that point to the
slowdown being structural rather than cycli-
cal. For one, most of the growth between 2014
and 2017 was sparked by a sharp increase in
government spending. Given India’s oil im-
ports, the decline in the world price of oil by
almost USD 50 a barrel between 2014 and
2016 represented a windfall revenue gain of
USD 75 billion annually, or 3 per cent of GDP.
Since the fiscal deficit barely moved, the gov-
ernment effectively used the windfall to fi-
nance various government schemes. Now
that oil prices have reverted towards their
previous levels, maintaining a stable fiscal
deficit has necessitated a reduction in gov-
ernment expenditures.

The above suggests that absent the oil
windfall, Indian growth over this period
would have been 2-3 percentage points lower
annually. Put differently, the economic slow-
down has been ongoing for almost four years
now. Cyclical downturns last a few quarters,
maybe a year. Negative growth pressures for
four years indicate structural problems.

Asecond clue that the problems are struc-
tural can be gleaned from the behaviour of
investment demand. Throughout the period
2016-2018, a number of commentators and
industry representatives kept up adrumbeat
of criticism of the Monetary Policy
Committee’s refusal to cut rates. The argu-
ment was that high real interest rates, along
with the restrictions imposed by the Reserve
Bank of India on banks’ lending in order to
deal with the NPA problem, were jointly re-

One of the few
transformative ideas that
was put forth in the July
budget was issuing sovereign
bonds. Unfortunately, it
appears to have run into
headwinds. The idea needs
to be pursued for multiple
reasons. First, sovereign
bonds would force
government debt to be
priced in a more competitive
setting. Currently, it is priced
in a sheltered domestic bond
market. Second, issuing
sovereign bonds will force
greater clarity and
transparency of
macroeconomic data.

Lastly, things like failure to
achieve policy targets or
reticence in releasing data
will attract rapid
punishment by markets.

sponsible for low investment demand. Since
the beginning of 2019, both the monetary
policy stance as well as the Prompt Corrective
Action (PCA) norms have been relaxed by the
RBI under a much more pliable RBI leader-
ship. However, investment demand has
barely moved in response.

The good news is that dealing with struc-
tural problems doesn’t require fiscal spend-
ing. Instead, it involves non-pecuniary costs.
The government has to expend some of its
considerable political capital in order to usher
in long-term labour and land reforms. These
aren’t easy because the state governments
have to be roped in to get these reforms going.

The move to lower the corporate tax rate
isagood one. It has the characteristic of a cap-
ital market structural reform as long as it is
not used as a temporary fiscal measure. The
government needs to signal unambiguously
to markets that this is a permanent reduction
of the base rate. Else, the uncertainty sur-
rounding the longevity of the tax cut will
undo alot of its potential upside.

The financial infrastructure within which
the economy operates is another key struc-
tural bottleneck that needs to be addressed
urgently. At the centre of this problem is the
public sector banking network which ac-
counts for 75 per cent of India’s banking as-
sets. Public sector banks introduce two com-
plications to the financial system. First, they
allow for capture of the credit allocation sys-
tem by non-market forces. Second, since the
regulator of banks is the RBI which is itself
owned by the government, this amounts to
the regulator regulating the entity that it it-
self is reporting to! This system is subject to
regulatory capture. The government can in-
duce regulatory changes by just changing the
personnel it appoints to the upper manage-
ment of the RBI or toits board, a scenario that
played out in gory detail over the last year.

India needs to urgently begin reducing the
importance of public sector banks in the

economy. This can be done either through
privatisation of existing public sector banks
or through the granting of banking licenses
to private operators. Given that the on-tap
banking licenses on offer have attracted little
interest so far suggests that the privatisation
of public sector banks needs to be prioritised.

One of the few transformative ideas that
was put forth in the July budget was issuing
sovereign bonds. Unfortunately, it appears to
have run into headwinds. The idea needs to
be pursued for multiple reasons. First, sover-
eign bonds would force government debt to
be priced in a more competitive setting.
Currently, itis priced in a sheltered domestic
bond market. Second, issuing sovereign
bonds will force greater clarity and trans-
parency of macroeconomic data since inter-
national creditors will demand that. Lastly,
things like failure to achieve policy targets or
reticence in releasing data will attract rapid
punishment by markets. This fear will pro-
vide greater discipline to policymaking.

The government would also do well to re-
visit the appointments process to key tech-
nical and regulatory bodies. Functions like
monetary policy, banking supervision, data
collection and dissemination, audit of gov-
ernment financial accounts, are all technical
jobs. Moreover, they need to be independ-
ent of government direction. It is crucial that
technically competent people manage the
institutions that oversee these functions.
Appointing career bureaucrats with little to
no domain training or background to run
them doesn’t help in either facilitating func-
tional competence or in signaling the inde-
pendence of these institutions from govern-
ment control. Domain competence needs to
be prioritised.

The writer is professor of economics, Royal
Bank research professor and Johal Chair,
University of British Columbia, Canada. Views
are personal

KHALED AHMED

UNWORTHY NATIONS

Why India must not reject Gandhi and imitate Pakistan

PAKISTAN'S UNIVERSITIES ARE not counted
among the world’s top universities. In fact,
even in Pakistan nobody in pursuit of knowl-
edge sets much store by them. The reason is
anideology based on religion which doesn’t
brook revision. One thought India would
learn from this negative example but it has
actually succumbed. Following religion, India
can start looking like Pakistan. But what will
happen to the Indians and Pakistanis deeply
convinced by the “inclusive” faith of
Mahatma Gandhi who believed in Hindus
and Muslims living together as one nation?

Minds in India and Pakistan have been
gradually closing because of wars and fear of
the “other”, strangely becoming identical in
the process. Great Indians were not reexam-
ined after therift of 1947. Today, as we all look
back, Gandhi emerges as the great South Asian
genius who couldn’t convince Hindus and
Muslims to live together; but in later years
kept inspiring others like Martin Luther King
and Nelson Mandela. He went further than
anyone else in creating a single nation in India.
What is happening now will simply create
more “nations” and more conflict. The Khilafat
Movement, the biggest Muslim movementin
history, was led by him. Today, Muslims have
become disenchanted with their Partition
brainwash and look at him as a martyr who
could have created the kind of India that could
live with itself without conflict.

The pain of Partition prevented a correct
assessment of leaders struggling to come out
from the subjugation of British Raj. Looking
back, it is Babasaheb Ambedkar who stands
out as the extraordinary man who tried but
despaired of Hindu-Muslim unity. He
founded the new state, so to speak, because
he wrote the secular Constitution of India al-

Today, Muslims have
become disenchanted with
their Partition brainwash
and look at him (Gandhi) as
a martyr who could have
created the kind of India
that could live with itself
without conflict.

though he couldn’t clearly designate it as
such. He wanted those outside the caste sys-
tem to be considered socially equal but was
realistic enough to know that Muslims and
Hindus growing up under the divide-and-
rule governance of the Raj will not live to-
gether after 1947, and wrote the first book on
Pakistan as a “separated” state.

The rise of the nation state was bound to
influence the thinking of India and Pakistan
and give rise to nationalism. Itisamazing that
it has taken a century to realise the genius of
Rabindranath Tagore, who warned the world
against nationalism as the wars of national-
ism were on in Europe. That three “nation-
states” of South Asia — India, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka — sing national anthems written by
Tagore reminds us of the peace he was think-
ing of. India ended up producing more leaders
of stature because the Hindu community was
more evolved intellectually than the others. It
is difficult to ignore the fact that the Pakistani
recipient of the Nobel Prize for Physics, Abdus
Salam, had to travel to India to thank his math
teacher, who was a Hindu. Pakistan is weak in
math even today because of state ideology. If
this is so, why should India reject Gandhi and
imitate “ideological” Pakistan?

Had we listened to Gandhi, we could have
grown together with the advantage of inter-
action. William Leitner,a Hungarian Jew who
came to India as an educationist, wanted the
Muslims of Indian Punjab to learn math and
the sciences instead of what was drilled into
them in madrasas. His survey of Lahore under
Ranjit Singh is discussed by Pakistani scholar
Majid Sheikh thus: “What stands out is that
the Hindu pundits ran schools which concen-
trated on Mathematics, Logic, Astrology,
Sanskrit and Persian. They had the Chatsalas

for traders and the Pathshalas for religious
training, medical education and also for as-
trology and astronomy. The Sikhs concen-
trated on Gurumukhi and the Granths. The
Muslims taught Arabic, the Quran and
Persian, with a few also teaching Urdu, which
was arelatively new language for the people.
This provides a graphic picture of the mind-
set of the different communal groups.”

If there is anything to learn from this for
the Hindutva enthusiasts in South Asia it is
this. Religion guides you spiritually and
teaches you humanity above all, not violent
division based on identity. Leitner tried to
furtively introduce this humanity through
“new” education for the Muslims in Lahore by
founding the Government College Lahore and
giving it the motto “Courage to Know”, a trans-
lation of Latin “Sapere Aude”, the motto given
by Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) to the
Enlightenment in Europe. He never told any-
one about the real meaning of the motto till
Pakistan’s great poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz used it
in an Urdu poem after Partition. Today, India
and Pakistan should be in peaceful coexistence
opening up free trade and aiming at “normal-
isation” rather that “dispute” resolution.

All disputes will be resolved as a conse-
quence of normalisation. (After all China and
India, involved in border skirmishes, have a
trade turnover of over $80 billion.)
Bangladesh and India have disputes but “nor-
mal relations” have led to them being friends.
Result: A prosperous Bangladesh. A “failed”
Bapu would still have liked an “interactive”
South Asia rather than a couple of “nu-
clearised” states lunging at each other.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan
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KovA Is KERALA CM

WITH THE KERALA governor formally ap-
pointing the three-member council of min-
isters, headed by C H Mohammed Koya of
the Muslim League, interest has again shifted
to the exercise by the partners of the new po-
litical alliance to provide some cohesionand
credibility to the set-up. As the state assem-
bly, which was adjourned sine die on October
4 following the resignation of the ministry,
is proposed to be convened again, possibly
in the third week of this month, a sense of
urgency has been introduced in the efforts
of the leaders to remove the conflicts among
the parties and pave the way for an early ex-
pansion of the ministry. It is learnt that a

Harijan legislator who had reportedly re-
belled against the leadership of one of the
parties which had left the ruling front, is
tipped for ministership.

PARTIAL BANDH

THE DELHI BANDH, called by all the main
central trade unions to express solidarity
with the striking textile workers, was only
partially successful. While industrial work-
ers, bankmen and LIC employees mostly ab-
stained from work, the supply of electricity,
water and milk remained unaffected. The
DTC bus service was normal and autorick-
shaws and taxis were freely available.
Factories and small-scale units were closed

as were Delhi University and Jawaharlal
Nehru University. Most of the main markets
including Chandni Chowk and Connaught
Place were open.

ESPIONAGE CASE

THE SPECIAL BRANCH of the Delhi Police has,
ina surprise move, requested the Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate S M Agarwal
to discharge the Calcutta businessman C A
Martin, an accused in the espionage case
which came to light early this year. Martin is
aforeign national. Those arrested in the case
included ajunior government official, Joseph
Mahaput. Two members of a diplomatic
mission were “asked to leave the country”.
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THE IDEAS PAGE

n-civic nationalism

Attempts are being made to dismantle the pluralistic
ideas of India that are alegacy of Gandhi and Tagore

RANAB bARDHAN

INTHE WORLD'S largest half-democracy, we
have by now got used to a constant barrage of
spin, half-truths and lies which has success-
fully hijacked the legacy of past leaders for its
own cause — Gandhiji, Patel, Netaji Bose,
Bhagat Singh, Vivekananda and even
Ambedkar — although all of them were
openly against the idea of Hindutva, as cur-
rently interpreted, and Hindu Rashtra. In the
sphere of ideology, the idea of nationalism s
in the process of being hijacked. Already for
many in our country (including the hysteri-
cally cheer-leading sections of the media),
nationalism is narrowly taken as majoritari-
anism in the service of a jingoistic state and
focused on hating a neighbouring country
(and, of course, “enemies within”). The
British politician, Nye Bevan, after his first
visit to Pakistan in its early days is reported
to have thus described that country: “ have
never been to a country so much inlove with
hate”. Unfortunately, we are fast reaching a
situation where this description may fit our
country as well.

Religion-based nationalism as propa-
gated by Jinnah, and opposed by Gandhiji,
was the basis of the formation of Pakistan. All
over the world today, ethnic nationalism of
one kind or another is making a comeback —
Christian nationalismin Poland and Hungary,
white nationalism among evangelical
Christians in the US, Slavic and orthodox-
church based nationalism in Russia, Islamic
nationalism in Turkey and Indonesia and so
on. About a hundred years back, the leaders
of social thinking in India applied their mind
to what should be the basis of nationalismin
the diverse, extremely heterogeneous soci-
ety of India. I have particularly in mind the
thoughts of Gandhiji and Tagore on national-
ism expressed in various forms (essays and
lectures by both, and in the case of Tagore,
also in literature with several poems and at
least three novels — one of which later was
the basis of a widely-known Satyajit Ray
movie, Ghare Baire) in the first three decades
of the 20th century.

They were, of course, both anti-imperial-
ists, thus sharing in the popular movements
of nationalism against colonial rulers, but
they wanted to go beyond this to think about
amore positive basis of nationalism. Both of
them found the nation-state of European his-
tory, with a singular social homogenising
principle and militarised borders and jingo-
istic mobilisation against supposed enemy
states, unacceptable and unsuitable for
India’s diverse society. Instead, they both
drew upon the long folk-syncretic tradition of
Indian society (which grew out of the layers
of sediments formed by successive waves of
social reform and rebellion, called the bhakti
movements, against the dominance of the
rigid Hindu brahminical system, over many
centuries in different parts of India), extolling
inter-faith tolerance and pluralism, and
wanted to make that the constructive basis of
Indian nationalism.

Both Gandhiji and Tagore were deeply re-
ligious persons. But Gandhiji openly said,
“Free India will not be a Hindu Raj; it will be
an Indian Raj, based not on the majority of
any religious sect or community”. Tagore was

trenchant in his criticism of the westernidea
of the nation-state, “with all its parapherna-
lia of power and prosperity, its flags and pious
hymns...its mock thunders of patriotic brag-
ging”, and of how it stokes a national conceit
that makes society lose its moral balance.
Nehru, who was personally close to Gandhiji
and ideologically close to Tagore, saw more
value in the modern state than they did in
providing a unifying structure in a divided
society and in unleashing the forces of
planned economic development.

By the time the Indian Constitution was
framed, both Gandhiji and Tagore were dead.
Nehru (along with Ambedkar), inleading the
way, drew upon the society-centric pluralis-
ticidea of nationalism of Gandhiji and Tagore
and gave it alegal-juridical form in the Indian
Constitution. The Nehru-Ambedkar idea of
nationalism, forged and refined through
elaborate deliberations of the Constituent
Assembly, gave India the basis of its civic na-
tionalism that prevailed for many decades.

It is this inclusive idea of civic national-
ism that is now being attempted to be dis-
mantled by the Hindu nationalists. Even at
the time of the framing of the Constitution,
the RSS had opposed the Constitution as
“western”, even though in their earlier his-
tory, many of their leaders used to admire
the ethnic basis of nationalism in a western
country, Germany — their revered leaders
like Savarkar and Golwalkar had expressed
open admiration for the efficient Nazi sys-
tem of mobilising and organising the
German nation. Earlier, Japanese nation-
state had also been inspired by German his-
tory. Itis not surprising that Tagore’s lectures
in Japan as early as 1916 against the aggran-
dising nation-state did not make him pop-
ular with the Japanese.

In the West, the US is a case where the
idea of civic nationalism was pursued
(though not always successfully). In a 2009
speech, Barack Obama said: “One of the great

By the time the Indian
Constitution was framed
both Gandhiji and Tagore
were dead. Nehru (along with
Ambedkar) in leading the
way, drew upon the society-
centric pluralistic idea of
nationalism of Gandhiji and
Tagore and gave it a legal-
juridical form in the Indian
Constitution. The Nehru-
Ambedkar idea of
nationalism, forged and
refined through elaborate
deliberations of the
Constituent Assembly gave
India the basis of its civic
nationalism that prevailed
for many decades.

CR Sasikumar

strengths of the United States is... we do not
consider ourselves a Christian nation, (but)a
nation of citizens who are bound by ideals
and a set of values”, presumably as enshrined
in the Constitution. This is a major historical
example of what the German philosopher
Habermas calls “constitutional patriotism”,
as opposed to patriotism based on “blood
and soil” which used to have popular appeal
in Germany, and which in history has been
associated with a great deal of persecution,
violence and devastation. It is this German
history that Einstein may have had in mind
when he said nationalism is “an infantile dis-
ease, the measles of mankind”.

This battle of alternative versions of na-
tionalism is raging all over the world today.
Our identities are necessarily multi-layered
but ethnic nationalists privilege one of these
layers, usually based on the narrow particu-
larities of religion, language or culture that
makes it easy to mobilise certain groups. In
the name of national integration and fight-
ing enemies, both outside and within, they
undermine minority rights and procedures
of democracy, they accuse liberals of appeas-
ing the minorities (blacks and Hispanics in
the US, immigrants in Europe, Kurds in
Turkey, Muslims in India), and try to sup-
press dissent as “anti-national”. Civic nation-
alism, on the other hand, emphasises the
procedural aspects of democracy, and
through its stress on liberal constitutional
values tries to use the pre-commitment of a
foundational document to bind the hands of
subsequent generations against majoritar-
ian tendencies curbing basic civil rights. If
we lose this ideological battle in India, the
foundational values of our multi-cultural so-
ciety that our earlier great social thinkers
adored will be in serious danger.

The writer is professor of graduate school at
the department of economics,
University of California, Berkeley

(Green versus green

OnAarey,a plea to Mumbaikars to give precedence to long-term benefits of Metro

SAVIO RODRIGUES

MUMBAI IS CLEARLY divided over the Aarey
Depot issue. On one side, there are citizens
who believe that pollution in Mumbai has
reached devastating levels with resultant im-
pact on the health of the common
Mumbaikar. So, we need to have a robust pub-
lic transport system, the Mumbai Metro, to
ease dependency on vehicular transportation.
Their belief is that reduction in vehicular traf-
ficwillimprove the city’s environmental con-
ditions. On the other side, we have citizens
who believe that the felling of trees at the
Aarey Milk Depot site will further deteriorate
the environmental conditions in Mumbai be-
cause the city needs to retain its green cover.

To be honest, both groups are logical, both
love Mumbai and both are environmentally
conscious. To the people of Mumbai, the
toughest decision is to be able to balance the
long-term environmental benefits with the
short-term environmental gains.

The Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (MMRCL) has felled 2,141 trees. It
was granted this permission by the Tree
Authority; this permission was challenged
at the Bombay High Court. The court dis-
missed the petition and allowed MMRCL to
proceed withits scheduled work on the proj-
ect. The protestors leading one group of con-
cerned citizens approached the Supreme
Court, which has ordered a status quo on the
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cutting off trees.

[ have studied the Mumbai Metro Line -
3 (MML-3) project over the last several
weeks and have come to understand that
MML-3 will carry 17 lakh passengers every
day and thereby removing 6.5 lakh vehicle
trips off the road, which will, in turn, reduce
2.61 lakh tonnes of CO2 pollution every year.
If the same amount of pollution is to be re-
duced just by planting trees, Mumbai would
need more than two crore trees, for which
there is no space in the city.

Mumbai is so polluted due to the large
number of vehicles in the city. In my under-
standing, the temporary strain on the envi-
ronment caused by cutting 2,141 trees at Aarey
Milk Colony in terms of CO2 sequestration,
will be compensated just by four days of
Metro Line 3 operations. The damage envis-
aged over the trees’ lifetime will be compen-
sated by 80 days operations.

The MMRCL in its communication has
stated that it has adopted sustainable mitiga-
tion measures for the temporary environ-
mental strain the project might cause. It has
planted 14,346 trees with 6”x 12” girth and
12-15 feet height of native variety and also
planted 9,500 trees as per the Forest
Department norms under CSR. A total 23,846
trees have been planted at different loca-
tions, including the degraded areas of

Borivali National Park. The trees are of native
varieties like Sita Ashok, Kadamb, Arjunand
Kanchan. The MMRCL reportedly intends to
plant 3,000 more trees and is in discussion
with the Maharashtra government to find
suitable land to plant these trees.

Every day, at least 10 people die on sub-
urban rail tracks either because of trespass-
ing or by falling from crowded trains. About
the same number of people get injured. The
loss of 3,500-4,000 lives every year for the
past many years has been a matter of great
concern for India’s financial capital.

Many families have been devastated by
the untimely death of their bread earner in
such mishaps. Precious lives can be saved
only if there is a substantial capacity expan-
sion of rail-based public transport, the Metro.
The entire Metro network, | understand, will
have the capacity to carry more than one
crore passengers by 2041. This would lead to
a safer commute on suburban trains as well.

Metro Line-3 will be the most important
and efficient corridor of the Mumbai Metro
network. It has a huge potential to provide
Mumbaikars a safer, more comfortable and
reliable mode of transport.

Tree cutting may cause temporary strain
to the environment but the benefits of
Metro-3 in terms of reduction in pollution,
reduction in traffic congestion and saving of

lives substantially outweigh this environ-
mental strain.

As a former resident of Mumbai, and
someone who travels to Mumbai quite often
onwork, [ am clear that Mumbai needs aro-
bust transport system such as the Metro. |
am emotional about the issue, every
Mumbaikar would be. But being emotional
cannot make us blind to the truth about the
dual need of the MML-3: To save the envi-
ronment and save lives.

Shifting the Metro Aarey Depot is not
only illogical at this point of time but also fi-
nancially unviable. It will also not meet the
deadline of the Metro’s commencement of
operations. The MML-3 projectis registered
with the United Nations Framework for
Climate Change under the Clean
Development Mechanism. That gives me
confidence that MML-3 project will walk the
path of environmental sensitivities and sus-
tainable development.

[ appeal to all Mumbaikars. Let’s come
together to make Mumbai greener with a
robust and ecological sound transport sys-
tem project.

The writer is Founder & Editor-in-Chief,
GoaChronicle.com and IndianExpose.com.
He s also a social entrepreneur and an
environmental rights activist

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The ditching of Kurdish-led forces threatens to destabilise the region (Syria)
further. It is just the latest proof of the dangers of this president’s (Trump)
foreign dealings.” — THE GUARDIAN

Reality calls for
simple words

There may not be aword for lynching in mostIndian
languages. Thereis nodoubt that we need one

is what has taken the nation by storm, most
of all, people with conscience who have
been tormented by the spate of execution-
style murders by frenzied mobs, in most in-
stances, of members of minority groups
perceived to have violated customs and be-
liefs held by the mainstream.

[ have to say that Bhagwat is right.

Growing up speaking Bangla, | knew the
word “gonodholai,” public thrashing, the
kind that a pickpocket might get if caught
ina crowded bus. But every Bengali knows
that the word is actually meant to be funny
— the kind reserved for the blasphemer
who badmouths Rabindranath or Satyajit
Ray on a Calcutta street, rather than a real
criminal — though we all know many a
pickpocket has been treated to its flavour
in public as well.

The word in Hindi that the internet
keeps suggesting as its equivalent is
“hatya”. But “hatya” — murder in most
Sanskrit-derived Indian languages — is
nothing like a pre-planned, extra-judicial
murder by a mob, especially that of a mem-
ber of a disempowered minority.

Does reality create language? Or does
language create reality? Thinkers as varied
as Ludwig Wittgenstein and Jacques Lacan
would have us believe the latter. But reality
is always calling out for new words to be
added to our dictionaries. “Twerk”, “derp”,
“selfie”, “phablet” were all added in the last
few years to articulate aspects of contem-
porary digital culture. Sometimes, as with
“mansplaining”, it is the work of a new po-
litical conscience.

This is what my colleague, the literary
scholar and translator Rita Kothari, had to
say in her recent social media post: “Should
we then create a tatsam Sanskrit word for
‘lynching’ so that Mr. Bhagwat is truly con-
vinced of it as a reality? Or should he won-
der why we have not needed to use this
word before? This business of words sig-
nalling realities that existed is used so con-
veniently by different sections. And states
of feeling that have no name must wait till
we have named them. Language was notan
already formed mansion in which we went
tolive; itis rather a house in the making that
exists in and through incompleteness.”

This is why the fruit was strange in
Holiday's song. Its corporeality was strange
on the trees. Abel Meerapol wrote it as a
poemin 1937.Holiday sangitin 1939. Most
instances of lynching occurred in the US at
the turn of the century. But the NAACP
records cases of lynching happening as late
asin 1968.

The word “lynching” was coined in the
18th century American South in the sense
of alegal term. Extra-judicial or not, the con-
temporary white sensibility perceived it as
more or less alegitimate, if not alegal action.
In the 1930s, with the success of the Civil
Rights movement still three decades away,
bleeding black bodies on southern trees be-
came strange fruit again. Strange, but real.

Reality calls out for metaphors.
Sometimes, it calls out for simple words
with straight meanings. There may not be
a word for “lynching” yet in most Indian
languages. But finally we have arrived inan
India where we need one.

SAIKAT MAJUMDAR

“SOUTHERN TREES BEAR a strange fruit,”
sang Billie Holiday, “Blood on the leaves and
blood at the root.” What is this strange
fruit? Quickly, we get the answer: “Black
bodies swingin’ in the Southern breeze/
Strange fruit hangin’ from the poplar trees”

Itis strange fruit. It is strange, of course,
because it is no fruit. They are corpses of
murdered black men. But it is also strange
because that’s not where you expect
corpses to be. In battlefields, yes. On the
roadside, maybe. In the gutter, perhaps.

Corpses are not meant to fly in the sky.
Hang from trees in droves. That is almost
as terrifying as the marching Birnam Wood
was to a villainous Macbeth.

It is strange because it is new. Always.
Even after 4,743 bodies — the number of
people lynched between 1882 and 1968 in
the United States, as estimated by the
NAACP, the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

The “pastoral scene of the gallant
South,” in Holiday’s haunting words, was
split open by “the bulgin’ eyes and the
twisted mouth” of destroyed black bodies,
the “scent of magnolias sweet and fresh”
suddenly ripped apart by “the sudden
smell of burnin’ flesh.”

But soon, that which is not a fruit be-
comes one. It suffers the fate of being eaten
by birds, flooded by rains, pushed around
by the wind, wizened by the sun. In the end,
“for the tree to drop.” “Here is a fruit for the
crows to pluck/For the rain to gather

For the wind to suck/For the sun to
rot/For the tree to drop”./Finally, it becomes
crop. /But what a crop! “Here is a strange
and bitter crop”.

Outlandish no more, the metaphor en-
ters reality. The English language too, gets
anew word: Lynching.

Itis a word that is most directly associ-
ated with the planned but extrajudicial
murder of African-American people in the
American south, carried out by white
groups in public. The alleged crimes were
anything from resistance to slavery, at-
tempt to escape to freedom, to charges of
sedition to perceptions of threats to white
property or person, including sexual
threats to white women. As with most of
the crimes oppressed and enslaved blacks
were accused of committing, most of the
alleged violations thatled to lynching were
unfounded or greatly exaggerated.

“Lynch” came from the phrase “Lynch
Law,” which was a term for this method of
“execution” without trial. The two broth-
ers who lent their names to this phrase
were Charles and William Lynch, who lived
in Virginia in the 1780s.

The claim made this week by the RSS
chief, Mohan Bhagwat, that “lynching” is-
n’t an Indian word has rocked the nation.
The uproar isn’t just about language — the
assumption lurking under this claim, that
the practice of lynching too, is alien to India,

The writer is professor of English and creative
writing at Ashoka University. His most recent
book is the novel The Scent of God

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PEOPLE LEFT OUT
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Lessons LETTER OF
from Aarey’ (IE, October 10). The MM- THE ‘V EEK

RCL started felling trees immediately
after the high vourt order. This is an ex-
ample of opaque governance. People
are crucial stakeholders in the process
of development but are consistently
neglected by the government. Aarey is
a reminder that without the involve-
ment of people in governance, a devel-
opment process cannot succeed.

THEY DO SPEND

THIS REFERS TO the article, Just
blame it on millennials’, (IE,
October 10). The spending pri-
orities of millennials are defi-
nitely from that of the genera-
tion preceding. They do not like

Ravi Deshmhkh, Parbhani to invest in real estate or auto-
mobiles unless there is a dire
VENTURE TRUSTS need for the same. But millenni-

als are also known to spend ona
arange of products and services.
Generous provision for non-
food expenditure is a regular
feature of the monthly budget
of any millennial. India, in fact,
could actually realise the visible
benefit of the economic reform
of 1991 only after the first
batch of millennials entered the

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Charity for
business’ (IE, October 8). In the past,
some charitable/religious trusts have
tried to manufacture greeting cards,
candles and incense sticks. But their
cost of production is so high that they
become unsaleable. Investment by
them in venture capital would cause
misuse or wrong investment which
would drain funds of trusts. The gov- job market.
ernment should initiate a deposit Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata
scheme for investment by trusts which |
may be used to finance venture capital.

Shobha Ahuja, Parwanoo

security of state. This mean that the
government can impose restriction
only when a chatin the OTT violates the
reasonable restriction mentioned in
Article 19(2). But for that, governments
will have to read every chat. The gov-
ernment trying to introduce a surveil-
lance state on the pretext of security.
Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

PRIVACY VS SECURITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Privacy
rights and wrongs’ (IE, October 11).
Article 19 provides freedom of expres-
sion but also empowers the govern-
ment toimpose reasonable restrictions
on matters related to defamation and
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