10 DEMOCRACY AT WORK

Prasad totherescue

Detractors of Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in his alliance partner, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) say, Kumar did nothing to alleviate the suffering of Patna residents
during the floods and it was not until Lok Sabha MP from Patna Saheb and Union
Minister for Law and Telecom Ravi Shankar Prasad reached Patna on the night of
September 29, that some sort of rescue effort began. Prasad cancelled several high-level
meetings, spoke to Union Minister for Coal Prahlad Joshi and sought four de-watering
pumps that are used in coal mines to be sent immediately to Patna from Chhattisgarh.
The 18-member team of men and machines from South Eastern Coalfields Limited had
tostay in private hotels as the Kumar government could not offer them accommodation.
Prasad also spoke to Central Water Minister Gajendra Shekhawat and asked him to
open all the gates of the Farakka dam so that the water level in the region could go
down. He then spoke to the defence secretary, after which two helicopters were given
for distribution of relief material. All this is being recounted gleefully to highlight
Kumar’s failure. Of course, Patna is Prasad’s constituency.

CHATTERBOX

‘Burdened’ by work

Recently during a television interview to NDTV’s Nidhi Razdan, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath was asked about Jyotiraditya Scindia’s open play for being the next
state PCC chief (currently the job is being held by Nath himself). Deadpan, Nath replied
that he was “very open” to the idea of Scindia being the state Congress chief as he felt
“burdened” by the additional responsibility.

"I never had any close relationship with the film
industry and fraternity in any case. I don't know
whether it has affected my standing or not
because | don't often get offered work very much.
What I felt I said and I stand by it,

Actor Naseeruddin Shah in a recent interview talking about
whether his views on political and social issues have
adversely affected his ties with the film fraternity
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CHECKLIST

THE SWADESHI JAGARAN MANCH'S CONCERNS

®(n the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP): “The government of India is
moving forward to enterinto a free trade
agreement called RCEP, with other15 countries,
with a provision to reduce import duty to zero on
80-95 per cent of goods. Ifthis agreement s
reached, it will have far-reaching effects on India’s
manufacturing, agriculture and dairy, due to
which not only will there be a huge adverse effect
on domestic production due to increase in duty
free importsin these areas, the possibilities of new
capacities will also cease to exist."

B (On Indian participation in a Huawei conference:
"Instead of adhering to the highest standards of
integrity required in the Central Civil Services
Conduct Rules, the entire top echelons of the
Department of Telecommunications are attending
a conference paid for by Huawei, which together
with other Chinese telecom companies, faces

outright bans/severe restrictions. Even in India, the
operations of Huawei are not beyond suspicion,
and are never investigated thoroughly."

m(Qn China's protection to Masood Azhar at the UN:
"The government needs to take immediate action
to raise tariff duties on all Chinese imports to
discourage Chinese imports. China, which is already
under economicstress, thanks to trade war initiated
bythe US and othertrade partners of China, will
definitely realise the implications of unjust action of
protecting terrorists. This action of India will help our
and global fight against terrorism."

®(0n action by PepsiCo against farmers using seeds
supplied by it: "PepsiCo is coercing farmers by
using legal action to force them to eithersell their
outputto the company or to stop growing the F(5
potato variety atall. Itis a clear case of a large MNC
(multi national corporation) arm-twisting India’s
poor farmers."

OPINION

tgrgm MOHAN BHAGWAT
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Thereis a covert
effortto create
disaffection

e all know that, in the past few years, there has been
g ’s ; a transformation in the direction of the thought
process of Bharat. There are many people in the world
and in Bharat as well, who do not want this. A developed Bharat
creates fear in the minds of vested interests: such forces will
also not want Bharat to be strong and vibrant. Unfortunately,
the prevailing state of social unity, equality and harmony in
Bharat is not up to the desired level. Diversities of caste, creed,
language and region are being used to separate one from anoth-
er; turning them to differences; widening the fault-lines already
existing in the society; imposing fabricated identities on man-
ufactured separations, thereby creating diverse and conflicting
streams in the national mainstream — such efforts are under-
way. It is essential to be alert in identifying these plots and
counter them. Even well-meaning policies, decision or state-
ments coming from persons in the government or administra-
tion are used by misinterpretation or distortion, to benefit their
nefarious designs by these forces. Alertness is a constant neces-
sity. While all these activities are underway, there is an overt or
covert effort to create disaffection towards the civil discipline
and law of the land. This has to be countered at all levels.

Nowadays, there have been reports that members of a com-
munity in our society have been attacked by another community,
making them victims of social violence. Such incidents have
not been one-sided. There are reports of incidents happening
from both sides and allegations and counter-allegations.
However, it must be accepted that these tendencies of violence
have somehow or the other crossed the limits of the law and
order and wreaked havoc by eroding the mutual relations in the
society. Neither this tendency is the tradition of our country nor
does it fit in the spirit of the Constitution. The Sangh has never
supported the people who were involved in such incidents and
it stands against each and every such incident. Swayamsevaks
are working in this direction so that such incidents do not take
place. But by branding such incidents by the words like “lynch-
ing”, denoting the traditions that were alien to Bharat and belong
elsewhere, efforts are underway to defame our country and the
entire Hindu society and create fear among the so-called minor-
ity communities. We have to understand that such a conspiracy
is also being hatched. Everyone should keep away from talking
in provocative language or indulging in provocative acts. The
so-called leaders—who in the name of advocating the interests
of a specific community create clash in between the two com-
munities of our society and have made an industry out of their
pursuits for self-aggrandisement—should not be patronised.
Adequate laws exist in the country to curb such incidents. They
must be honestly and strictly implemented.

Different sections of the society should strive to increase
goodwill, dialogues and cooperation among themselves. In
today’s context, it is absolutely important to work for the good-
will, harmony and cooperation among all sections of society.
The Swayamsevaks have been taking efforts to enhance this
type of dialogues and cooperation. Even then, decisions on
some matters are required to be taken by the courts. Whatever
be the decision, it is the duty of responsible citizens that they
should not hurt the mutual goodwill through words or deeds.
It is not the responsibility of any one community; it is the
responsibility of all.

Slowing down of the world economy has left its impacts
everywhere. Many countries including Bharat have to suffer
the resultant of the ongoing global trade war between the US
and China. The government has taken many initiatives to tide
over the situation in the last one-and-a-half months. This gives
a definite indication of the government's sensitivity towards
people's interests and its prompt attitude. We will definitely
come out of this cycle of so called recession. The personalities
leading our economy are competent enough.

To strengthen the economy, the government is compelled
to take steps such as allowing Foreign Direct Investment and
disinvestment of industries. However, while implementing
many government schemes and welfare policies at the lower
level, more alacrity and efficiency and avoiding unnecessary
stringency can set many matters right.

Forgetting the Swadeshi consciousness, while seeking answers
to the pressures of the situation, will also lead to loss. Acharya
Vinoba Bhave described it as self-reliance (Swaavalamban) and
non-violence (Ahimsa). As per any yardstick, those who have got
the capacity to be self-reliant and provide employment for all in
the country, keeping themselves secured, can only build and
expand the international trade relations and offer a secure and
healthy future for the entire humanity.

However, to minimise the impact of other immediate crises
and the ups and downs of the world economy on our financial
system, we need to go to the basics and ponder. We have to for-
mulate our own economic vision keeping in mind our require-
ments, profile and condition of our people and our resources and
potential to realise our national aspirations. We have to take steps
to formulate our own economic vision, policy and system that
instil in us capacity to create more and more employment with
least consumption of energy that is beneficial for the environment,
make us self-reliant in every respect, and create and expand trade
relations with the world on the basis of our strength and terms.

We are lagging behind in thinking about this ‘Swa’ even
decades after attaining Independence, the root cause behind this
is the education system, which was contrived during the period
of slavery to keep us slaves, and the same is being continued
even after attaining freedom. So we have to give a shape to our
educational framework also in tune with Bharatiya vision. We
need arelevant, logical, truthful, dutiful education system, based
on an approach on the basis of love towards the whole universe
and compassionate outlook towards all living beings, which gives
comprehensive knowledge and pride about our language (Swa
Bhasha), our attire (Swa Bhoosha), and our culture (Swa Sanskriti).

.

Edited excerpts from the annual Vijayadashami address by Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat at Nagpur, October 8

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

N

With just a week to go for the Haryana elections, Bharatiya Janata Party state President Subhash
Barala is campaigning intensively along with other leaders. He speaks to Nitin Kumar about the
work done by the party in the state, the main contenders, the party's inclusive agenda, and how
the steps taken by the central government will help the party in Haryana. Edited excerpts:

‘Over 70,000 got jobs
under Khattar govt’

Under your leadership, the party has won
all the elections held since 2014. This
includes the mayoral elections, Jind by-
poll, and the 2019 Lok Sabha election.
What will be your strategy for the
upcoming Vidhan Sabha elections? Do
you see arepeat of the previous elections?

Continuous victories since 2014 is certainly a
big achievement for the BJP, given that it came
to power in the state for the first time. The
prime reason for this accomplishment is the
work done by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at the Centre and Manohar Lal Khattar at the
state level. The government worked with
transparency, honesty, and accountability.

Not only the government but every single
party worker helped us spread schemes like
UJALA, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. We are taking
these accomplishments to the people.

We are fighting this election on our state
and central government’s policies of social
welfare, employment, farmer welfare and
investment.

The high unemploymentrate is a key poll
issue this time. What will be the party’s
strategy to tackle this?

During Om Prakash Chautala’s regime from
1999 to 2005 and Bhupinder Singh Hooda’s
government from 2005 to 2014, there were
about 8,000-12,000 jobs created in each
tenure. In several of these recruitments, the
matter went to the court, or people were
forced to hit the streets. Against this, our gov-
ernment gave jobs to over 70,000 people in
the state.

Apart from this, direct or indirect employ-
ment was given to more than 500,000 people
under our Saksham Yojana. And loans were
provided to the unemployed youth under the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana. We have pro-
vided the highest number of jobs in the last
five years. The Opposition is just trying to
deceive people.

The state’s total debt has risen from
376,263 crore in 2013-14 t0¥1.64 trillion
in2017-18.

You talk about debt, but see our government's
Budget, it has increased exponentially every
year after 2014. It has reached %1.32 trillion
for 2019-20. Second, we put an end to fund
leakages. Rajiv Gandhi said if one rupee is
sent from Delhi, only 15 paise reaches the vil-
lage. We stopped that. The previous govern-

ment left a debt 0f¥38,000 crore to the power
sector that our government paid. The govern-
ment has had to make some adjustments with
various departments, but the Opposition is
portraying a false picture. Funds have been
better utilised under Khattar.

The Opposition is accusing the
government of givingjobs to the youth
from other states. What is your take on
this?

They are simply misleading people because
they don’t have any other issue or achieve-
ment to talk about. Our youth is educated and
they know that not even a single candidate
can get a job above the other state’s quota.
Our government is not like the previous ones,
which were giving jobs on their whims.

What will be the BJP’s
strategy for the 11 Assembly
segments where the
Congress and the Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP) took lead
duringthe Lok Sabha
election, which includes

SUBHASH BARALA

has fulfilled these dreams, why should we not
discuss our achievements? Now, they have
realised that people are with the BJP, as we
won all 10 Lok Sabha seats, and defeated their
star candidate Randeep Surjewala in the Jind
by-poll. We won the first direct mayoral elec-
tions. They are questioning us as they are rest-
less, but people won’t fall into their trap.

But the Congtress also accuses the BJP of
doing caste politics in Haryana.

These people knew that if the BJP forms the
government in Haryana, it would be very dif-
ficult to remove it, like in other states. So, they
conspired against our party, it didn’t work and
the conspirators are behind the bars.
Everyone in Haryana knew what they were
trying to achieve, so the people of Haryana,
panchayats, khap panchayats,
NGO groups and other social
organisations rejected their
politics and they approved and
believed in our CM’s slogan of
‘Haryana ek Haryanvi ek’.

Instances of Hindu-

Mewat- and Jat-dominated
constituencies such as
Sapla, Jhajjar, Beri, etc?
These 11 seats and the remain-
ing 79 have 19,441 booths. We
have a list of every booth and
that has a list of 10 pages and we have made
panna pramukhs for every page. Let alone the
11 Vidhan Sabha seats, with this strategy, we
will win every panna.

The Opposition is accusing the BJP of
fighting the state election on national
issues such as Jammu and Kashmir and
National Register of Citizens (NRC), as
they have no work to show in the state.

The regionalism that prevailed during their
rules has ended. They did caste politics in the
state, which we ended. In previous regimes,
jobs were given to relatives or in exchange for
money. They even botched the BPL cards by
distributing them to their relatives and asso-
ciates; farmers were treated unfairly — they
were not given fair prices for their crops.
During their rule, even transfers in govern-
ment jobs were done on the whims of their
leaders. In the southern Haryana, which is
under NCR, they acquired lands under sec-
tions 4 and 6 of the Land Acquisition Act at
throwaway prices. The BJP has brought in
transparency in the system.

Be it the abrogation of Article 370 or 35A,
various positive steps were initiated by the
BJP under the leadership of the PM. This long-
pending demand to do away with “ek desh
mein do vidhan, do pradhan aur do nishan
(two constitutions, two prime ministers and
two flags in one country)” was fulfilled by our
government. This dream was shared by Dr B
R Ambedkar, but Jawaharlal Nehru went
against the suggestions and imposed Article
370 and 35A. We have fought against this from
the days of the Bharatiya Jan Sangh. Now that
the Article has been abrogated, they’re asking
us not to raise the issue.

Haryana’s population is just 2 per cent of
the country’s, but we comprise 10 per cent of
the national defence forces — the highest in
the country.

We are a nationalist state: our brothers pro-
tect our country at the border and our farmers
provide food for the nation. Now, if the BJP

Bharatiy Janata Party
Haryana State President

Muslim conflictin the state
have made national
headlines. Do you think the
situation is any better than
before?

People understand that the
BJP takes everyone along. Some of these inci-
dents, like the ones in Badshapur and
Gurugram were fake. The incidents were giv-
en a communal colour to spread a false prop-
aganda against the BJP. But the people have
understood their strategy now.

In fact, in Mewat, an independent MLA
Rahish Khan was with the BJP for five years.
Muslim leaders have now seen that the BJP is
working for all-inclusive development. It was
only because of this that leaders like Zakir
Hussain and Nasir Ahmed decided to join the
BJP.

We have provided employment, roads,
transportation, education institutes in Mewat.
And we are very confident that the BJP will
win all the 3 seats there.

The BJP had said Robert Vadra and state
Congtress leaders who helped him will be
putbehind bars. But that has not
happened.

The BJP and our government will not take any
step, which will be seen as a revenge. The law
is taking its own course, and the administrative
machinery is doing its job. When the inquiry
is complete, the department concerned would
take the legal route against every culprit. In
fact, there are other names apart from Robert
Vadra, which are not much talked about.
People would get to know about them too.

The BJP has dropped 12 sitting MLASs,
including two ministers. What could be
the reason behind this?

I don’t think there is a need to discuss all the
reasons why the tickets have been denied to
the sitting MLAs.

The Opposition is accusing the state BJP
leadership of various corruption cases
like the roadways and mining. What’s
your take on this?

If evidence is found against anybody, law will
take its course and nobody will be spared,
irrespective of which party they are from.

Lost Dhokraartisans find hope

A skill development projectis helping the community in Kankheri village of 0disha enhance their
knowledge of Dhokra art and bring it to the mainstream, writes Sneha Bhattacharjee

aspired to purchase a motorcycle

while working in Kerala as a wage
labourer. Nobody in his native village ever
owned a motorcycle. Kansari belongs to
Kankheri village, a nondescript habitat situ-
ated in the remote parts of Kalahandi district
in Odisha. Today, Kansari owns a motorcycle
that he bought with the money he “earned”
on his own.

The Census 2011 shows the population of
Kankheri to be at approximately 3,800. Cut
off from any form of civilisation and steeped
in abject poverty, the villagers had
originally depended on agriculture
to meet their livelihood. However,
with time and advancement in
technology, it has become difficult
for them to make a proper living
without the right machineries.
Consequently, they have been
forced to seek menial jobs outside
their homes. While most of them
left for Kerala to earn a living, the
uncertainty of jobs was too much
to bear for many.

In 2018, while working on the
Lanjigarh plant with the community there, a
team from Vedanta came to learn of Dhokra
art — an ancient technique of wax and metal
casting that originated in Odisha and Bengal
from the community of traditional metal-
smiths called ‘Dhokra Damar’ — and of

T hirty-eight-year-old Butra Kansari long
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Kankeri, where the almost extinct craft holds
on to a sliver of life.

Soon a daily visit to the village 30 kms away
from the plant led to the evaluation of oppor-
tunities. The idea was to revive the form and
merge it with mainstream art, and enable the
community to earn a sustainable livelihood
out of it. In 2018, trainers were hired from
Mayurbhanj, Odisha, who have already made
amark and worked regularly with the govern-
ment. One trainer would put up in the village
for four months at a stretch, teaching the arti-
sans daily, helping them develop their skill
and attain a level of professional
quality that would enable them to
present their works in national art
and crafts fora. The company got
them new tools necessary for art-
work and essential raw materials
like bee wax and brass.

“Most villagers do not want to
leave their home, and travel to far-
off places to earn a living. They did
it out of necessity. So, when we
shared the idea of making a living
from the art which they have
acquired from their forefathers and
askill they honed through generations of prac-
tice, they were excited. The support was there
from the very first day”, said Rakesh Mohan,
COO, Vedanta Aluminium, Lanjigarh Unit.

As efforts started bearing fruit, the next
strategy was to help the artisan community
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Butra Kansari showcasiné his dhokra
products at a state exhibition

create a raw material bank that would enable
them to work seamlessly; open a self-help
group bank account to provide adequate
financial support; assist each of the 35 house-
holds to open a bank account where they can
keep their hard-earned money and earn an
interest on their deposit; organise an artisan’s
card in collaboration with the government of
Odisha that would give the artisans of Kankeri
public recognition and access to government-
held exhibitions to participate, demonstrate
and commercialise their works.

“The artisans are very dedicated and their
willingness to learn makes me happy. The

practise of this art form, though ancient,
requires intricate skill sets which cannot be
honed without tools, equipment, and more
importantly, a proper source of electricity.
That is how we have been able to hone them
well,” says Sondhar Baghel, one of the trainers
of Dhokra art.

The community is currently sitting on an
order pipeline of well over ¥70,000. Four to
five artists have reached a professional level
and are ready to take off independently. Two
artisans have already received 350,000 each
from the government’s Mudra loan scheme to
bankroll their artwork. “When we first started,
there were considerable challenges before us.
There was no communication network, no
road for commercial vehicles to ply. But the
main challenge was to make them find faith
in the value of their art form”, adds Baghel.

Though the village has been provided with
solar-generated electricity. “We are looking to
increase the solar capacity to feed enough elec-
tricity that will be able to power the large clean-
ing and polishing and other machineries. These
equipments are essential to give the art its
much-required sheen,” says Baghel adding that
she is hopeful the government will take note of
the artisan’s work and help aid the much-need-
ed electricity requirement to the village.

Meanwhile, the likes of Butra Kansari are
happy to earn a living, receive pension from
the government and also logistical support to
showcase their work across the state.
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Delhi’s idol pursuits

Immersion controls a model for other public interest initiatives

n India where people tend to stand on

their right to disrupt in the name of

religion, the Delhi government has

demonstrated that it is possible to
impose discipline on religious festivities
without hurting their so-called sentiments.
This year, the state government managed
to ensure that no idols were immersed in
the Yamuna after the Ganesh Chaturthi
and Durga Puja festivities. This is the first
time this has occurred and is no small
achievement on the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment’s part, especially at a time of
heightened politically motivated public dis-
plays of religiosity.

To be sure, Mr Kejriwal was following
the directives of a National Green Tribunal
(NGT) order passed last year. This order
came after the findings of tests conducted
by the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) after Durga Puja and Ganesh Puja
immersions last year. The tests revealed
untenably high concentrations of chromi-
um, lead, nickel, and mercury, which made
the river unfit for bathing. The NGT had
suggested setting up colony-level immer-
sion pools to ensure that the idols did not
come to the Yamuna for immersion. The
Kejriwal government, however, chose not to
rely on the arbitrary compliance of local

residents’ welfare associations (RWAs).
Instead, it rose to the occasion, literally, by
setting up of 89 immersion pools across
the city to ensure that the exercise did not
become too burdensome for the puja com-
mittees. More remarkably, the state admin-
istration worked in rare cooperation with
the Delhi Police — over the control of which
Mr Kejriwal has had many famous run-ins
with the lieutenant-governor and the
Union home ministry. Police personnel
were co-opted to man the immersion ghats
and ensure that immersion traffic was
diverted to the pools. Police were present
every 20 metres along the traditional
immersion sites to ensure that no one
slipped through the gaps. It is worth noting
that the idea of immersion pools is not spe-
cific to the Delhi state government. The
NGT had, in fact, drawn on the idea from
Surat, Gujarat, a hotbed of Hindutva ideol-

ogy, which successfully enforced a ban on
idol immersion in the River Tapti.

That this event occurred without major
disruption, beyond the expected grumbling
from some RWAs, is testimony to the state
government’s ability to mobilise coopera-
tion across stakeholders to achieve goals in
the public interest. The seamlessness with
which the state government has managed to
organise its odd-even traffic orders in coop-
eration with local enforcement agencies is
another case in point. Both these events
suggest that it is well within the state gov-
ernment’s ability to work with RWAs and
the police to enforce a ban on burning crack-
ers during Diwali. It may be recalled that it
is the Delhi Police’s cussed refusal to coop-
erate with the state government and enforce
a Supreme Court order prohibiting the
burning of crackers during the festival of
lights that turns the National Capital Region

(NCR) into a sinkhole of lethal air toxicity for
at least a week that followed.

Equally, it should not be impossible
for Mr Kejriwal to take the lead in curbing
pre-sowing stubble burning in surround-
ing fields that shroud the NCR in lung-
burning smoke for days. The odd-even
traffic scheme that he has launched for
the first fortnight this November is but a
unilateral initiative to tackle this biannu-
al menace and past schemes have not
yielded conclusive evidence of reduced air
pollution. Equally, it is hard to see why the
state government cannot enforce effluent
norms on factories near the Yamuna. In
the immediate future, however, it is vital
that the state government ensures that
these best practices in idol immersion are
institutionalised so that the city does not
lapse into the bad old practices if the polit-
ical regime were to change.

Aiming for more of the global pie

Indian services export growth has outperformed that of the average emerging market in recent years. If
global growth continues to be sluggish, India could enlarge its share of the cake

PRACHI MISHRA

e often hear that India is a closed economy,
g N ; and is insulated from global shocks.
Empirical evidence, however, can put both

these arguments to rest.

India’s trade integration

India’s trade openness — defined by the sum of
exports and imports to GDP — has grown at a rapid
pace. Trade as a share of gross domestic product
(GDP) rose from 25 per cent in 2000 to 56 per cent
in 2013; the share of exports increased from 11 per
cent to 25 per cent, while imports increased from 13
per cent to 31 per cent. Nevertheless, India did not
escape the de-globalisation phenomenon, with
exports declining to 19 per cent by 2017, and imports
to 21 per cent.

How open is India compared with peers? While
India’s trade performance appears to be in line with
Indonesia’s and possibly better than China’s, most of
India’s Asian peers were far more open during their
stages of development at which India currently
stands. We compare India’s current trade-to-GDP
with that for a larger set of emerging economies at
points of time when their per capita incomes were
similar to India’s current level, at $8,000, in pur-
chasing power parity terms. We find that India’s open-
ness is similar to that of Indonesia, higher than Latin
American economies, such as Mexico and Brazil, but
lower than Asean economies such as Thailand,
Malaysia and Vietnam.

Exports’ role in growth slowdown

The lack of export growth has been a major source of
concern for the Indian economy for the last several
years. Export growth declined from an average annu-
al rate of 15 per cent during 2004-2011 to 6 per cent in
2012-2019. The slowdown in exports could, in fact,
explain the entire slowdown in GDP growth over the
two time periods. However, while exports weakened,
imports slowed down too. Real import growth aver-
aged 16 per cent during 2004-2011, compared to 6 per
cent during 2012-2019. Net exports contracted by 1.4
per cent during 2004-2011. They contracted by less
during the slowdown period; therefore, net exports
have constituted less of a drag on growth during the
slowdown phase.

India could gain from slowdown

The growth of Indian exports of goods and services
broadly mirrors that of emerging markets (EM). More
recently, commodity exporters have been hit by low-
er prices; therefore, Indian exports seem to be doing
better. In particular, since 2016, Indian services
exports have shown healthier growth than manufac-
turing. Although this is true globally, with structural
demand growth for services being robust, Indian
services export growth has actually outperformed
the average EM in recent years.

If global growth continues to be sluggish, India
instead could potentially take a bigger piece of a
shrinking pie. India’s share in global merchandise
exports has been almost flat at 2 per cent since 2000.
For comparison, China’s share is 12 per cent and has
increased from 4 per cent in 2000.

Despite a flat overall share, India’s export compo-
sition has been transformed — away from goods
toward services; and, within goods, away from textiles
toward engineering and electronic goods, transport
and chemicals. Mobile phones are the largest com-
ponent of domestic electronics production, and their
share in electronics production has risen by almost
four times since 2015. Mobile phone exports have

India’s share in global merchandise exports has been almost flat at 2 per cent since 2000. By comparison, China’s
share is now 12 per cent, having increased from a mere 4 per cent in 2000

increased, while imports have fallen. Notably, Indian
electronics exports are not increasing in sophistica-
tion or rising up the value chain. In fact, India is
increasingly importing electronic components,
assembling mobile phones onshore, and then export-
ing the final product. Therefore, the net value addi-
tion for mobile phones in India is limited. This is in
contrast with China, for example, which is moving up
the value chain, with more
of the inputs going into final
products, being sourced
from inside the country,

The lack of export
growth has been
a major source of

concern for the rather than outside.

Indian economy
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slowdown

years. But it has
been less of a
drag on growth
during the
slowdown phase

A slowdown in trading part-
ners’ growth explains 40 per
cent of the decline in India’s
exports over the past year.
Although the role of a global
slowdown is important, we
find that it is not global demand alone. A stronger
rupee explains about a quarter of the export slow-
down, and the rest is explained by domestic factors,
which include supply bottlenecks, and the availabili-
ty of export credit.

Significant pick-up in exports unlikely
inshortterm

The natural question weighing on markets’ and poli-
cymakers’ minds is how much longer India’s slow-

down can last. For most investors, the duration of the
slowdown has been a considerable source of anxiety.
Our baseline scenario suggests that export growth
would likely remain close to its current level, by March
2020. Although weak global macroeconomic condi-
tions and an appreciating rupee lead to a drag on
export growth, we see this partly offset by greater
availability of export credit as financial conditions
ease along with measures to boost export credit.

In recent weeks, the Indian government has rolled
out several measures to boost exports, which were
rather modest, in our view. However, a much bolder
step was announced on September 20 by the finance
minister — a cut in corporate income tax rates to 22
per cent (from 30 per cent previously) and to 15 per
cent for newly incorporated manufacturing firms.
This move makes India’s corporate income tax rates
among the lowest in major emerging markets. While
there are clearly other obstacles to expanding the
domestic manufacturing sector — among them land
and labour laws — the policy announcement sends a
strong message of intent at a time when many firms
are reconsidering their regional supply chains, with
the escalation of the US-China trade war. Overall, to
the extent some of these announcements start to fil-
ter through the economy, and if these are combined
with measures to actively promote special economic
zones and free trade agreements, we see a brighter
medium-term prospect for India’s exports.

The writer is managing director, Global Macro Research, and
India chief economist, Goldman Sachs

India’s mining sector
needs a strong push

SUNILDUGGAL

here are abundant investment

I opportunities in India’s mining

sector, for both domestic and for-

eign investors, but the key would be how

they redefine sustainability with tech-

nology and bring in long-term changes

in operations. Legacy issues that plague

the mining sector need to be resolved by
going to the root of each issue.

India is among the few countries that
are blessed with immense mineral
resources. It possesses 95 minerals —
including four fuel-related, 10 metallic,
23 non-metallic, and three atomic — but
is still awaiting extensive exploration of its
mineral wealth for the greater economic
and social good. Non-metallic minerals
account for the majority of mines (792),
coal and lignite for about 500, and metal-
lic minerals for about 635.

India has not been able to utilise its
mineral wealth. Government policies,
legal frameworks, delays in approvals,
land issues, health and safety, communi-
ty unrest and sustainability have all con-
tributed to the sluggish growth of min-
ing in India.

Illegal mining continues, tarnishing
the reputation of law-abiding and respon-
sible miners, though the latter have con-
tinued to contribute towards
the District Mineral
Foundation (DMF) and
National Mineral Exploration
Trust (NMET), apart from
paying royalty, dividend dis-
tribution tax, corporate tax,
and spending 2 per cent of net
profit on corporate social
responsibility (CSR), as well
as creating millions of jobs in
remote rural and tribal areas.

In the year 2017-18, the val-
ue of India’s domestic pro-
duction of all major minerals (excluding
coal, lignite and minor minerals) was
358,638 crore, and this increased to
372,490 crore in 2018-19. But the gap
between imports and the domestic pro-
duction of minerals continues to widen,
with the value of mineral imports touch-
ing almost ¥4.35 trillion. The production
of minerals increased from 497 million
tonnes in 2014-15 to 690 million tonnes in
2018-19.

Yet, as per the 2016 report of the
International Council on Mining and
Metals, Minerals and Coal Production,
India’s mineral output is just 12 per cent of
China’s in value terms.

The Indian mining sector and foreign
mining companies that are looking to
invest in India need to be data- and tech-
nology-driven and must think digital.
Robots and drones would need to become
a large part of the workforce, while artifi-
cial intelligence, 3-D simulations and 3-D
printing will provide the cutting edge to
new-age mining.

Digitisation of mines has been suc-
cessful in developing intelligent mines in
India and around the world. These mines
are smart, connected, wired and analyti-

When we are
aiming for a $5
trillion economy,
can we choose to
go slow on
mining, knowing
that, out of eight
core sectors of the
economy, five
depend primarily
on raw materials
from mines?

cal, and support sustainable mining.

Local communities will always play a
pivotal role in the development of mining.
Sustainable mining clubbed with their
well-being and prosperity will be a key
factor in the smooth functioning of
mines. The Pradhan Mantri Khanij
Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) offers
an excellent framework for welfare
schemes to be undertaken, through the
funds collected under DMF, for the devel-
opment of mining-affected areas and
communities.

Under the PMKKKY, at least 60 per cent
of the funds are earmarked for drinking
water supply, environment preservation
and pollution control measures, health
care, education, welfare of women and
children, welfare of aged and disabled peo-
ple, skill development and sanitation. The
rest is to be utilised for physical infra-
structure, irrigation, energy and water-
shed development, and for enhancing
environmental quality in mining districts.

Though a large amount under DMF
remains unutilised (only 24 per cent of the
323,600 crore collected in 2017-18 has been
utilised), it is also an opportunity to chan-
nel these funds in such a manner as to
bring back the focus on growth and devel-
opment of the mining sector. Of the 1,500
crore collected under NMET, only
13 per cent (200 crore) has
been utilised. This also offers
opportunities to start exten-
sive exploration for minerals
without further delay.

Optimum utilisation of
funds collected under DMF
and NMET by the govern-
ment, 2 per cent mandatory
CSR spent by mining com-
panies on the communities
living around mining areas,
focus on modern technolo-
gy, digitisation of mines to
improve efficiency and minimise dam-
age to the environment, waste utilisation,
safety, water conservation, and compli-
ance with laws of the land would revolu-
tionise India’s mining industry.

When we are aiming for a $5 trillion
economy, do we have the choice of going
slow on exploration and mining, know-
ing that, out of eight core sectors of the
Indian economy, five — coal, steel,
cement, electricity and fertilisers — are
primarily dependent on raw material sup-
plies from mines?

Mining companies also need to ensure
that the contribution of the mineral sector
in India’s GDP should increase from the
current 1.53 per cent to the global bench-
mark of 7-7.5 per cent in countries like
Australia and South Africa.

We can let minerals remain where they
are, underground. But for how long?
When countries like Brazil, South Africa,
Australia, Canada, America and China are
developing their mineral wealth to
strengthen their economies, why should
India remain behind?

Thewriter is president, Federation of Indian
Mineral Industries
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Self-reliance in the defence
sector seems a distant dream

Delhi’s pollution season starts

OTT services as listening posts?

It requires a long-term solution

There will be privacy issues

Need to involve private sector entities
and offer them a level playing field

It took plain-speaking from Olivier Andries, the CEO of the
French engine manufacturer associated with the Rafale fight-
er jet, to drive home the point that the ambitious Make in
India initiative — launched with fanfare in 2014 — has a long
way to go in the defence sector. Mr Andries, who heads the
multinational Safran, the maker of M88 state-of-the-art
engines, told Defence Minister Rajnath Singh that the company
planned to invest about $150 million in India towards training
and maintenance, but was apprehensive of the country’s tax
and customs “terrorism”. He sought support on easing tax
norms for a business-friendly environment. In her Budget
speech, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had announced
that since defence modernisation and upgrade was a nation-
al priority, the import of equipment not being manufactured
in India was being exempted from basic customs duty. Many
more such confidence-building measures are needed to attract
foreign investors.

The transfer of technology is a must for achieving the lofty
goal of self-reliance in the defence sector. Last year, the gov-
ernment had unveiled the strategic partnership model, which
envisages a long-term tie-up of Indian entities with global

PTI

original equipment manufacturers to set up domestic manu-
facturing infrastructure and supply chains. Amid the mixed
response to this policy, the private sector has been demanding
alevel playing field and a transparent bidding process. Unless
the bottlenecks are removed, India — now the fourth largest
defence spender in the world — will continue to depend heav-
ily on imports in the high-stakes military arena.

The Tribune, October 11

If Wednesday brought some
cheer to the capital, Thursday
was a reminder that all is not
well. The Central Pollution
Control Board data showed
that the city’s air a day after
Dussehra was the cleanest in
five years for a day after the
festival. The city’s air quality
index (AQI) was recorded at
173 compared to 326 last year.
Delayed withdrawal of the
monsoon, fewer cases of
stubble burning, and a con-
scious decision by many to
cut back on fireworks and
effigy burning on Dussehra
has also helped keep pollu-
tion under check. But while
this was good news, reports
indicate that Delhi is now
staring at the onset of severe
pollution, with a spike in PM
10 and PM 2.5 levels, and the
beginning of farm fires in

neighbouring states.

Stubble burning has start-
ed in Haryana and Punjab.
Diwali celebrations will soon
take place. And weather con-
ditions are beginning to
change, with winter
approaching. Delhi desper-
ately needs a long-term plan
to tackle air pollution, which
includes improving public
transport, dust control and
waste management. Also crit-
ical is cooperation from other
states, as pollutants don’t
regard state boundaries. Delhi
is taking the right steps, but
the battle against air pollution
will be a long and hard one.
Thursday has shown that the
problem is now deep and
structural, and will require
deep and structural solutions.

Hindustan Times, October 11

A year ago, the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) had commenced a
process of consultations to
bring over the top (OTT) serv-
ices like WhatsApp and
Telegram under “lawful inter-
ception”. Now, it is reported to
be ready to submit recom-
mendations to the Department
of Telecommunications. The
objective of the exercise is pub-
lic security, since criminals and
terrorists are known to use the
end-to-end encryption offered
by such services to fly under
the radar. However, the most
significant question remains
unanswered: Is interception
technologically feasible, at all?

Concerns about crime, ter-
rorism and lethal mischief-
making using encrypted com-
munications are legitimate
and, worldwide, pressure is

developing on providers and
platforms to make content
available for inspection.
However, privacy concerns are
equally legitimate, because
compromising security would
degrade privacy across plat-
forms. Blackberry, the path-
breaker in the secure commu-
nications sector, had kept a
copy of encrypted communi-
cations and provided it to the
governments of India, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. As a consequence,
the former smartphone giant
is now an inconsequential
player. Governments are ask-
ing OTT providers to go the
Blackberry way, but it is insup-
portable. The cost to privacy,
now recognised as a right,
would be immense.

The Indian Express, October 11
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BRET STEPHENS

HE TIME IS the early 1980s.

The place is the South China

Sea. A sailor aboard the USS

Midway, an aircraft carrier,

spots a leaky boat jammed
with people fleeing tyranny in Indo-
china. As he helps bring the desperate
refugees to safety, one of them calls out:
“Hello,American sailor — Hello, Freedom
Man.”

It’sthe sort of story Americans used to
like hearing about themselves. So much
so, in fact, that Ronald Reagan told it in
his 1989 farewell address, by way of
underscoring how much went right for
the United States when, as he put it,“We
stood, again, for freedom.”

Not anymore. When the world looks
atthe United States today, it singsa sorry
song. Goodbye America. Goodbye, Free-
dom Man.

That’s the global lesson from the
regional catastrophe that is Donald
Trump’s retreat in Syria. The president
made his case, as he usually does, in a
series of tweets this week. Like their
author,the tweets were, by turns, sopho-
moric and self-important, flippant and
destructive.

He praised the Kurds as “special peo-
ple and wonderful fighters” who “in no
way have we Abandoned” — and yet he
abandoned them.

He praised Turkey for being “good to
dealwith”and “an important memberin
good standing of NATO” — afterwarning
that he would “totally destroy and oblit-
erate” its economy if it did anything he
didn’t like.

He boasted that “The stupid endless
wars, for us, are ending!” — but took the
one step most likely to speed their
resumption and expansion.

And he congratulated himself for his
“great and unmatched wisdom.” Of
course.

Closer to the mark in assessing the
results of American withdrawal was Javad
Zarif, the Iranian foreign minister, who
said of the US that itwas “futile to seekits
permission or rely on it for security.”

To survive the Turkish onslaught, the
Kurdish forces we have -cavalierly
betrayed will now have little choice
excepttotrytoreachanaccommodation
with Bashar al-Assad. This will allow the
Damascene dictator to consolidate his
grip on the country he has brutalised for
nearly 20 years — demonstrating to
autocrats everywhere that using sarin
gas,barrel bombs,hungerblockades,and
every other barbaric method against
defenceless civilians pays.

Trump’s withdrawal will do worse
than that.

It will put thousands of Kurdish lives
injeopardy.Itwill deepen Tehran’s influ-
ence in Syria. It will increase the likeli-
hood of all-out war between Israel and
Iran. It will underscore the inefficacy of
US sanctions to curb Tehran’sambitions.
It will ratify the wisdom of Vladimir
Putin’s decision to intervene on Assad’s
behalf. It will strengthen Turkish strong-
man Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s hand, not
onlyinnorthern Syriabutalso in Turkish
politics, just as he was finally beginning
to experience serious reversals after 16
years in power.

And it will fundamentally jeopardise
the gains made against the Islamic State,
around 10,000 of whose fightersarein the
custody of the Kurdish forces now being
attacked.As Mazloum Abdi,the comman-
der of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic

Bye, America. Bye,
freedom man

Under Trump, the US becomes the world’s fair-weather friend
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A crowd of over 500 people protest in front of the federal courthouse in Nashville, US, in support of Kurds after

the Trump administration changed its policy in Syria

Forces, told Bloomberg’s Eli Lake, “If we
think the Turkish operation will not stop,
we cannot fight ISIS anymore.”

Trump thus repeats Barack Obama’s
mistake in Iraq of declaring success,
pulling out, and creating the security
and political vacuums which ISIS, Iran
and other bad actors were quick to fill.
That alone should have been enough to
dissuade this president from pursuing
his course.

Except that Trump’s instinctive need
to appease dictators appears to be even
more powerful than his aversion to imi-
tating his predecessor. Distracting atten-
tion from impeachment surely played a
role, too, based on the view that ending

Stats don’t lie

Ashwin probably experiments a little too
much, but he has had a career to be proud of

RINGSIDE

VIEW

Shamik Chakrabartx

FAKHAR ZAMANDID a serious damage to
Ravi Ashwin’s white-ball career. His
mauling of the Indian spinners—Ashwin
and Ravindra Jadeja—at the 2017 Cham-
pions Trophy final forced the Indian
team management and selectors to think
differently. Ashwin had conceded 70
runs in his 10 overs without a wicket in
that game.Jadeja gave away 67 runsin his
eight overs.Thatwas thebeginning of the
end for Ashwin in terms of limited-overs
cricket. He played only three more ODIs
afterthe Champions Trophy final, thelast
being at North Sound on June 30,2017.

India turned to wrist-spin after the
Champions Trophy final two years ago.
And although Jadeja,being a better bats-
man and a farbetterfielderthan Ashwin,
eventually returned to the ODI fold, the
off-spinner from Tamil Nadu was con-
fined to Test cricket only.

Despite Kuldeep Yadav’s emergence,
Ashwinremained India’s No.1 spinnerin

the longer format. Then, Southampton
happened in August-Septemberlastyear.
On a wearing Rose Bowl pitch, he failed
tomake an impact,as England stretched
their lead in the second innings. Ashwin
had only one wicket to show for in the
37.1overshehadbowled in thatinnings.
India lost the Test by 60 runs, a match
they should have won.

England off-spinner Moeen Ali bag-
ging the Man of the Match award for his
nine-wicket game haul had made Ash-
win’s failure even more glaring. Some
argued that the Indian offie was not fully
fitto play the match.Itwasalame excuse,
given that Ashwin did not fail the fitness
test.Also, he could have easily pulled out
if heweren’t 100%.

Ashwin gradually started to slip down
in the pecking order. He played just one
Test in Australia last winter. He lost the
Test spot to Jadeja in the two-Test series
in the West Indies in August-September
thisyear,as India decided to pick one spe-
cialist spinnerin overseas conditions.The
fastest man to take 300 Test wickets
probably became a victim of perception
that he is a home dust-bowl bully.

Before the commencement of the
second Test between India and South

“stupid endless wars”is generallya polit-
ical winner — at least until the conse-
quences of our geopolitical fecklessness
are again felt fatallyat home.

All of which makes it noteworthy
that Trump’s Kurdish betrayal has
elicited such a political backlash, includ-
ing among some of his more reliable
lackeys in the Republican caucus. Peo-
plelike Senator Lindsey Graham under-
stand that what the US is now doing
isn’t simply foreign policy folly. It’s a
national disgrace.

It’s a signal that Americans are the
friends you never want: there for you
when, and onlywhen, it’s convenient for
them. It’s evident that our moral values

PHOTO: REUTERS

are tissue paper around the glass frag-
ments of our president’s ego. It’s proof
that the idealism that stormed Nor-
mandy, fed Europe,democratised Japan,
and kept West Berlin free belongs to an
increasingly remote past.

It means that American sailor or sol-
dier seen on the horizon is no longer
“freedom man.”He’s fair-weather friend.

Even now, thisis not howmost Amer-
icans, including many of Trump’s sup-
porters,would wish to see themselves.
People on their way to the bottom have
their occasional moments of clarity, sel-
dom seized. In the Syria debacle, Repub-
licans have a chance to see, if not save,
themselves. —NYT

Ravi Ashwin, the fastest man to take 300 Test wickets, probably became a
victim of perception that he is a home dust-bowl bully
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Discipline panel?

Speaking out of turn in the Congress

hasbecome the norm and party
discipline appears ready to implode.
Among those candidly airing their
views oracting against the party’s
interests are seasoned hands such as
Salman Khurshid, Shashi Tharoor,
Jairam Ramesh,Ashok Tanwar,
Sanjay Nirupam, Bhupinder Hooda,
Milind Deora, Navjot Singh Sidhu,
Digvijaya Singh, Jyotiraditya Scindia
and Umang Singhar.In most cases,
those defying party discipline get
away unscathed.The question is
what exactlyis therole of the
Congress Disciplinary Committee.
The average age of the commiittee,
chaired byAKAntonyis 82.The
three-member panel consists of
Antony,78, Motilal Vora, 90,and
Sushil Kumar Shinde, 78.According
to party insiders, the committee
sometimes meets,but normally
Antony defers any controversial
issue for discussion to another
session.Thelast time the
Disciplinary Committee took

any meaningful action was the

revocation of the suspension against

Mani Shankar Aiyar overayearago.
Renewing old links

The picturesque ancient port and
temple town of Mahabalipuram
turned out to be an ideal setting for
the informal summit between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, even

though itwas not the original
venue proposed for the meeting.
Discussions on the place where the
the two heads of government could
hold the summit have been on for
over six months.The initial sugges-
tion was Varanasi, Modi’s constitu-

ency.Varanasi fitted the bill since like

Wuhan in China, the venue of last
year’s summit between the two
leaders, it offered both historyand a
secluded environment.The Chinese
vetoed Varanasi on the ground that
the plane carrying Xi and his
entourage would be too large for the
small Varanasi airport.The fact that

Japanese PM Shinzo Abe had already

visited Varanasi might have been an
additional negative factor. Goawas
ruled out because Xi had seen the
coastal resort at the BRICS Summit
in 2016.Finally the consensus was
on Mahabalipuramwith its rich
archeological heritage and ancient
trade links with Chinaand
association with Chinese Buddhist
monk Hiuen Tsang, even though
Tamil Nadu is not a BJP-ruled state.

Swamy vs Dhavan

The chiefjustices’court is so
overcrowded during the Ram
Janmabhoomi hearings that some
30lawyers have per force to stand.
Senior counsel Rajeev Dhavan,who
represents the Sunni Waqf Board,
usually has thelastword during
arguments.(When opposition
lawyers pointed out that there was

Africa in Pune, Ashwin had 350 scalps
from 66 matches. A whopping 242 of
those 350 wickets came in India. His
bowling average away from home is
31.39, considerably higher than his
career average of 25.39. But we should
put things in perspective.

Indian spinners always thrived on
home conditions. Even the spin Beatles
of the 1970s—Bishan Bedi, Bhagwath
Chandrasekhar, Erapalli Prasanna and S
Venkataraghavan were no different.
Chandrasekhar’s 6/38 at the Oval in
1971 helped India win their first-ever
Test series in England. Prasanna’s six-for
against NewZealand at Dunedinin 1968
had set up India’s five-wicket victory. But
they were far more effective, at times
almost unplayable,in home conditions.

Anil Kumble, who finished with 619
Test wickets,had a farbetter success rate
athome.In 69 overseas Tests,hehad 269
scalps at 35.85. Compare this with his
home Tests record: 63 matches, 350
wickets at 24.88.

During an interview in Colombo two
years ago, the Indian team head coach
Ravi Shastri told this correspondent: “We
arealittle too enamoured with the word,
overseas”. He wasn’t way off the mark.
Dennis Lillee never toured India. He went
to Pakistan once and returned with three
wicketsat 101.00 from three Tests. It did-
n’t prevent the Australian cricket press
and pundits to call him the ‘greatest of
‘em all’,fast-bowling wise.

Richard Hadlee’s onlyvisit to India as

no reference to the Babri Masjid in
travellers’account before
Aurangzeb’s time, he retorted that
Marco Polo had forgotten to
mention the Great Wall while
writing about China.) But Dhavan
has met his match in Subramanian
Swamy. Annoyed at discovering
Swamy sitting composedlyin the
front row of the court, Dhavan
demanded the judges make the MP
get up since he did not represent any
of the original appellants and was
not even alawyer. Dhavan protested
indignantly that when he went to
Parliament, he was sent to the
visitors’gallery.(Swamy succeeded
in getting his writ petition admitted
and clubbed with the original cases,
unlike otherlatecomers, since he put
a petition before a separate Bench
claiming that hisargumentwas
based on the different plea of
fundamental rights.) Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi’s advice to Dhavan was
that he should stand for Parliament
ifhewanted tosit in the Rajya Sabha.

Out, but in

The news that Shakti Sinhawas
stepping down as director of the
Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library came from the former IAS
officer himself,who tweeted that his
termwas over.The NMML is presen-
tlybeing handled by a joint secretary
in the culture ministry. Many specu-
lated on why Sinha had fallen out of
favour.In fact, Sinha is likely to retu-
rnas director since the selection aut-
hority,the NMML executive council
headed by Lokesh Chandra, has for-
warded his name.The delay is simply
because the Cabinet Committee on
Appointments hasyet toratify the
choice.Anormal bureaucratic delay.

Political wisdom

Apolitical observer points out that
family-controlled political parties
which have not followed the law of
primogeniture as laid down in
Hindu epics have come to grief. He
cites two examples. Recently, there
was mayhem in Lalu Prasad’s
family. Daughter-in-law Aishwarya
Rai stormed out of herin-law’s
house in tears, claiming she was ill-
treated, not allowed to cookin the
kitchen and that her smartphone
had been snatched from her.
Aishwarya blamed her sister-in-law
Misa Bharti and mother-in-law
Rabri Deviand exonerated her
estranged husband Tej Pratap and
herbrother-in-law Tejashwi. Misa,
whois the eldest of Lalu’s children,
grew up advising her father on polit-
icalissues.She was furiouswhen
Lalu appointed Tejashwi as his poli-
tical heir. She reportedly encouraged
Tej Pratap the elder brother to revolt.
In the INLD, Om Prakash Chautala
picked his younger son Abhay as his
political heir, rather than his elder
offspring Ajay. The result: Ajay’s two
sons Dushyant and Digvijay split
the INLD.

acricketerwas in 1988, to claim the Test
wicketworld record.The New Zealand all-
rounder had skipped the World Cup a
year previously,a tournament that was
co-hosted by India and Pakistan.

Conditions matteralotin cricket.In
England,the Dukesball retainsits shine
and moves all day. The cold weather at
times becomes an impediment to the
spinners,as they can’t grip the ball prop-
erly. In Australia, the machine-made
Kookaburra ball’s single-stitched seam
deteriorates quickly, causing problems
for finger spinners.Also, pitches in Eng-
land and Australia usually don’t help
finger-spinners. Ashwin’s less impres-
siverecord away from homeis notacase
inisolation.

Ashwin is not an off-spin artist like
Prasanna.He doesn’t have Venkataragha-
van’s floater—the former India captain
lost it towards the back-end of his
careerand replaced it with aleg-cutter.
Ashwin doesn’t turn the ball like Mut-
tiah Muralitharan. Unlike Bedi or Kum-
ble, he doesn’t revel under pressure. In
fact, when batters go on the offensive
against him, Ashwin probably experi-
ments a little too much, rather than
keeping things simple.

Butstatisticsdon’tlieand Ashwin has
had a career to be proud of. He showed
characterduring his seven-wicket haulin
the first innings against South Africa at
Vizag.Itwas his first Test since December
lastyear.The milestone of 350 wickets is
richly deserved.
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DiISCIPLINE PANEL?

SPEAKING OUT of turn in the Congress has
become the norm and party discipline ap-
pears ready to implode. Among those can-
didly airing their views or acting against
the party’s interests are seasoned hands
such as Salman Khurshid, Shashi Tharoor,
Jairam Ramesh, Ashok Tanwar, Sanjay
Nirupam, Bhupinder Hooda, Milind
Deora, Navjot Singh Sidhu, Digvijaya
Singh, Jyotiraditya Scindia and Umang
Singhar. In most cases, those defying party
discipline get away unscathed. The ques-
tion is what exactly is the role of the
Congress Disciplinary Committee. The av-
erage age of the committee, chaired by
A K Antony is 82. The three-member
panel consists of Antony,78, Motilal Vora,
90, and Sushil Kumar Shinde, 78.
According to party insiders, the commit-

tee sometimes meets, but normally
Antony defers any controversial issue for
discussion to another session. The last
time the Disciplinary Committee took any
meaningful action was the revocation of
the suspension against Mani Shankar
Alyar over a year ago.

RENEWING OLD LINKS

The picturesque ancient port and temple
town of Mahabalipuram turned out to be
an ideal setting for the informal summit
between Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, even
though it was not the original venue pro-
posed for the meeting. Discussions on the
place where the the two heads of govern-
ment could hold the summit have been
on for over six months. The initial sugges-
tion was Varanasi, Modi’s constituency.
Varanasi fitted the bill since like Wuhan
in China, the venue of last year’s summit
between the two leaders, it offered both
history and a secluded environment. The
Chinese vetoed Varanasi on the ground
that the plane carrying Xi and his en-
tourage would be too large for the small
Varanasi airport. The fact that Japanese
PM Shinzo Abe had already visited

The new functionally
non-literates

mv life
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I DO not know if the widely publicised
photograph of Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan reading a book by William
Dalrymple on the plane back from the
United Nations General Assembly is real
or staged. But it got me thinking of our
changing occupations in the air.

For various reasons, [ have been tak-
ing many domestic flights lately. On each
flight, I find myself conducting a secret
poll. Iwalk up and down the aisle a couple
of times, ostensibly to stretch my limbs,
but actually to see what my co-passen-
gersare up to. Somewhat disappointingly,
no one is up to any hanky panky; indeed
no one is up to anything at all, suspicious
or innocent.

Largely male, largely in their thirties
and forties, apparently comfortably off
enough to be flying India’s coolest airline,
almost none of my co-passengers seems
to want to use their literacy and educa-
tion to read something during these two
or three wonderfully free hours. The rare
book I spot is in the hands of a woman of
acertain age. In the business class section,
which I also dare to walk in while doing
my research, afew men frown at numbers
in the business papers. I suppose reading
to increase one’s stock returns is making
very good use of one’s literacy and edu-
cation. A few of my compatriots in
Economy flip through the pages of the air-
line magazine in the manner of toddlers
flipping through picture books.

As for the rest, a few are asleep, a few
are staring into space, and the rest have
their smartphones on. The only visible
text on these phones seems to consist of
140-character sentences. Otherwise, it is
invariably some movie that is straining
these passengers’ eyes.

One could call these non-readers func-
tionally illiterate even ifitis true that they
donot fit that part of UNESCO’s definition
of functional illiteracy which refers to the
inability to conduct the business of every-
day life — balancing bank accounts, pay-
ing bills, deciphering medical instructions.
Itis clear that these passengers are notin
the least bit handicapped on such transac-
tional matters. However, functional liter-
acy also includes the ability to use read-
ing and writing capability to acquire
political, social, ethical and cultural skills
and understanding, to learn the value of
scepticism, of self-criticism, and to know
and appreciate other ways of living and
doing things, instead of fearing or despis-
ing the ‘other’, whether across one’s coun-
try or caste or gender.

If not from reading, where are any
non-profitable attributes of functional lit-
eracy coming from in this new successful
middle class? Judging from the overheard
conversations, the fashion statements
(blue jeans paired with red thread around
the wrists), the American syntax, the un-

alloyed pride in one’s national past and
present, one is tempted to conclude that
reading as a source of knowledge, opin-
ions and values has been taken over by
movies and television shows, religious
and political leadership (often one can
hardly tell the two apart), and WhatsApp
forwards.

If this is true, then one must beg the
mass media to take more seriously their
mission to engage the modern, well-off,
non-reader; to try harder to provoke self-
reflection, grapple with what differenti-
ates common decency from cruelty, and
develop an anthropological empathy for
other people and other places, even those
we believe to be our sworn enemies. The
media do not have to become heavy-
handed and dull, and thus bankrupt, todo
this — all one asks foris regular spoonfuls
of something other than self-regarding
and boundary-creating news and enter-
tainment. If they can also slide in a few
fun-filled minutes of book discussions, or
discussions on thorny philosophical prob-
lems, or art appreciation, maybe there will
even be arise in the sales of books and in
the use of lending libraries, so that our fre-
quent flier travels with something more
than an iPhone in hand.

Book publishers and sellers are trying
to do their bit to entice readers. The best-
seller shelves at airports are chockablock
with sexy covers and titles in the fiction
section, cheerful covers and titles in the
self-help section, and pious covers and ti-
tles in the culture and religion section.
And yet the traveller-in-a-hurry largely
ignores these attractions, zeroing in in-
stead on the kettle-cooked chips and the
throat savers.

It could be of course that my airline
passengers are a biased sample, that train
travellers still pass some of their time with
heads dug in a book. And, maybe, in air
travel that does not begin or end in the na-
tion’s capital, there still exists a gentler and
yet more critical view of life that is influ-
enced by the written word. But these trav-
ellers on our premium airline are today’s
movers and shakers; if they don’t let
books move them, what will they shake
our world into?

But then, each time, as soon as my
plane touches ground, cellphones are
whipped out, drivers summoned, meet-
ings arranged, stock prices checked, hair
patted, nationalist vigour displayed and
smiles exchanged. And each time, [ am
again plagued by self-doubt, worried if in
fact the non-readers have a much better
grip than me on what constitutes the life
worthliving. This is what books do to you
— destroy your sense of well-being. My
belief that all is well, that our broken
world can be mended, is in any case cur-
rently very fraught, thanks to the last two
books that I read on a flight — A Meal in
Winter by Hubert Mingarelli and Davide
Enia’s Notes on a Shipwreck. Both come
upon by chance, both full of sentences to
be reread, both slim easy reads, and both
with a foreboding of sadness that is diffi-
cult to shake off.

The writer is Professor, Department of
Development Sociology,
Cornell University

Varanasi might have been an additional
negative factor. Goa was ruled out be-
cause Xi had seen the coastal resort at the
BRICS Summit in 2016. Finally the con-
sensus was on Mahabalipuram with its
rich archeological heritage and ancient
trade links with China and association
with Chinese Buddhist monk Hiuen
Tsang, even though Tamil Nadu is not a
BJP-ruled state.

SWAMY VS DHAVAN

The ChiefJustices’ court is so overcrowded
during the Ram Janmabhoomi hearings
that some 30 lawyers have per force to
stand. Senior counsel Rajeev Dhavan, who
represents the Sunni Wagf Board, usually
has the last word during arguments.
(When opposition lawyers pointed out
that there was no reference to the Babri
Masjid in travellers’ account before
Aurangzeb’s time, he retorted that Marco
Polo had forgotten to mention the Great
Wall while writing about China.) But
Dhavan has met his match in Subramanian
Swamy. Annoyed at discovering Swamy
sitting composedly in the front row of the
court, Dhavan demanded the judges make
the MP get up since he did not represent

histor

HEADLINE e
SKRISHNASWAMY- i
krishna.srin@gmail.com w 4

The first Mirage-2000 squadron was flown to Gwalior from France in June 1985. Express

any of the original appellants and was not
even a lawyer. Dhavan protested indig-
nantly that when he went to Parliament,
he was sent to the visitors’ gallery.(Swamy
succeeded in getting his writ petition ad-
mitted and clubbed with the original cases,
unlike other latecomers, since he puta pe-
tition before a separate Bench claiming
that his argument was based on the differ-
ent plea of fundamental rights.) Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi’s advice to Dhavan
was that he should stand for Parliament if
he wanted to sitin the Rajya Sabha.

Our, BUT IN

The news that Shakti Sinha was stepping
down as Director of the Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library came from the for-
mer IAS officer himself, who tweeted
that his term was over. The NMML is
presently being handled by a joint sec-
retary in the Culture Ministry. Many
speculated on why Sinha had fallen out
of favour. In fact, Sinha is likely to return
as director since the selection authority,
the NMML Executive Council headed by
Lokesh Chandra, has forwarded his
name. The delay is simply because the
Cabinet Committee on Appointments

has yet to ratify the choice. Anormal bu-
reaucratic delay.

PoriticaAL W1sDOM

A political observer points out that family-
controlled political parties which have not
followed the law of primogeniture as laid
down in Hindu epics have come to grief.
He cites two examples. Recently, there was
mayhemin Lalu Prasad’s family. Daughter-
in-law Aishwarya Rai stormed out of her
in-law’s house in tears, claiming she was
ill-treated, not allowed to cook in the
kitchen and that her smartphone had been
snatched from her. Aishwaryablamed her
sister-in-law Misa Bharti and mother-in-
law Rabri Devi and exonerated her es-
tranged husband Tej Pratap and her
brother-in-law Tejashwi. Misa, whois the
eldest of Lalu’s children, grew up advising
her father on political issues. She was furi-
ous when Lalu appointed Tejashwi as his
political heir. She reportedly encouraged
Tej Pratap the elder brother to revolt.

In the INLD, Om Prakash Chautala
picked his younger son Abhay as his polit-
ical heir, rather than his elder offspring
Ajay. Theresult: Ajay’s two sons Dushyant
and Digyvijay split the INLD.

Mirage-2000 to Rafale,
the story in between

IN NOVEMBER 1980, a few of us were as-
sembled under the leadership of then Air
Commodore Prithi Singh, an experienced
test pilot, and given some papers to study.
These were about the Mirage-2000. We
were to evaluate the aircraftin France asa
possible counter to Pakistan’s F-16. At the
time, we did not have any aircraft that
could directly take on an

F-16inair.Sovietswerefar Lhe MIG-291is Supel’b
inits air superiorityrole

more secretive and of-
fered the MIG-23MF

another aircraft from the Dassault stable,
the Mirage-2000.

The first Mirage-2000 squadron was
flown to Gwalior from France in June
1985 — of the 40 Mirage-2000s acquired
by the IAF, 26 with the M53-5 engine
were flown down. These engines were
subsequently replaced by the more pow-
erful P2. The RDM Radar
that the aircraft had
needed to undergo
many improvements

which was no match butit does‘. not have the and software changes.
against the highly ma- same quality and The two squadrons flew
noeuvrable F-16. The yarg atility as that of the alot and became opera-

MIG-29 was still un-

tional in record time.

known at the time. Mirage-2000. Attheend  The aircraft proved
We were pulled out of the day, theIAF bears highly reliable and the
fromvarious place;. Iwas the r esp Onsibi]ity and support from the French
then commanding a manufacturer was excel-
squadron and was chosen the bureaucr acy lent.
to be the team’s second exercises the power to Since induction, the
test pilot. There were five capability of the fleet
engineers led by Group Say yes o1 no... was continually im-

Captain I G Krishna. It was

the first fly-by-wire combat aircraft, still
in prototype stage, that the Indian Air
Force would be exposed to. On December
8, 1980, Air Commodore Singh took the
first flight and I flew the fifth Mirage-
2000 prototype the next day. We flew a
few more sorties, thereafter, covering su-
personic speeds to very low-level flight
over the sea. It was a remarkable aircraft
as was the experience. The aircraft em-
ployed technology and concepts out-
classing any other that we had experi-
enced and brought a totally new
dimension to prosecuting air war.

Last week, as Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh took a sortie in a Rafale
fighter aircraft after an official handover
ceremony of the first jet acquired by the
Indian Air Force, my mind went back to

proved. We managed to
integrate excellent sensors, weapons and
upgrade the avionics.

Two years later, in 1987, [ was at the
Air Headquarters as the head of Air Staff
Requirement where one of my missions
was to follow up on the Mirage-2000
fleet, and to focus on the development of
LCA (Light Combat Aircraft) which was
evolving with support from the design-
ers of the Mirage-2000. Very soon, all hell
broke loose. Many criticisms started ap-
pearing in news media. The Sunday Mail
came out with an article on October 18,
1987, with the headline, ‘How the French
Duped India’. It was nasty and incorrect.

The two Mirage squadrons were
working continually towards improving
their mission capability. They got opera-
tional on mid-air refuelling during day

and night. They proved their worth in
dramatic ways during the Kargil conflict
and recently at the Balakot strike. With a
very limited fleet of some 50 aircraft, they
kept theirlead, evolving tactics and strat-
egy to combat enemy in the air as well to
strike strategic targets.

Mirage-2000 systems and avionics
became the examples to evolve those of
LCA and for upgrading other fleets. TACDE
(Tactics and Air Combat Development
Establishment), the premier institution
for evolving aerial warfare tactics, started
working closely with the Mirage-2000
squadrons. The contribution of the
Mirage-2000 to the IAF is enormous and
it proved those who branded the aircraft
as mere air show pieces as liars and ven-
omous.

When we acquired the Mirage-2000
in 1982, there was an option to build 150
of these under license. The option was
never exercised. It is a pity that in 2019,
we target the LCA Mk-2 to have at least
the same capability as that of the Mirage-
2000. We could well have produced these
at HAL under license.

In the "90s, we acquired second hand
MIG-21 Trainers to overcome shortage
and we now plan to buy second hand
MIG-29s. The MIG-29 is superb in its air
superiority role but it does not have the
same quality and versatility as that of the
Mirage-2000. At the end of the day, the
Air Force bears the responsibility and the
bureaucracy exercises the power to say
yes or no, while the government takes a
distant stand.

It is time we get over our hang-ups
and get more professional in what we do.
The noise of politicising over every mili-
tary acquisition is now deafening.

The writer is former Chief of Air Staff
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A GROUP of eminent Indians had written
anopen letter to the Prime Minister point-
ing out the problem of vigilante attacks.
Such attacks have been occurring for a
while now and the main victims are
Muslims. The attacks occur mainly in the
Hindi belt.

The authors were not revealing a dark
secret or a vital aspect of India’s defences.
Even so, a citizen filed an FIR with the po-
lice, and a local magistrate in Bihar then
filed a case for sedition under the Indian
Penal Code. The case has now been closed.

The astonishing thing is that the per-
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Hail Macaulay for our outdated laws

son filing the FIR was not a military or a
civil servant. The evidence advanced for
the sedition charged was that the letter
is likely to bring India into disrepute.
What evidence could there possibly be
for this belief? Why should a section or
two of the IPC frustrate the Freedom of
Expression guaranteed as a Fundamental
Right in the Constitution?

To understand this, you have to go
back into the past when the British ruled
India. They introduced the law, lawyers
and law courts which Indians love so
much that 33 crore cases are outstanding,
waiting to be decided. As British rule
spread across India, the British needed
some laws. Warren Hastings had hoped

to rule using existing Hindu and Muslim
legal texts but soon that friendly approach
was abandoned. English laws were to be
used to keep Indians in order. The British
rulers never understood their subjects —
the mob as they called it. They needed
someone to fashion tools for keeping
Indians in order.

The one person who met the challenge
was Thomas Babington Macaulay. In the
five years he had on the Governor
General’s Council, he changed the face of
India forever. Forget his Minute on
Education. That only trained generations of
Indians in English and the treasures of
Western science and history. But he gave
us a jewel which every government in

India values as the best gift of two cen-
turies of English rule. This is the IPC (Indian
Penal Code). He boasted that he was going
to prepare the best short summary of the
English penal system. He succeeded be-
yond his wildest dreams.

The Independence movement knew
the IPC well. They suffered day in and day
out from it. It was repressive. But when
they came to power, they did nothing to
remove tbhe IPC or even amend its worst
features. When they had the chance, they
retained not just the IPC but the entire col-
lection of laws of repression installed by
the British. The rulers may have changed
colour but their suspicion of the mob had

not gone.
BB

The British have reformed their laws
and their penal system. But India loves
Macaulay (and British Rule) so much that
it cannot abandon or reform a rusty 19th-
century law. The mob has to be ruled with
an iron rod. Now even a group of writers
and creative artistes have been denounced
as amob would be. The irony is that filing
of the FIR has already done the damage to
India’s reputation.

After a long agitation Section 377 was
removed. More needs removing.

It is fashionable lately to denounce
Macaulayputras. If sincere, remove the
most pernicious legacy of Macaulay. Have
the courage to remove or at least reform
the IPC.
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What lynching

mecans

ONCE UPON a time, not so very long ago,
when the RSS chief addressed his troops
on the auspicious occasion of
Vijayadashmi, people like me paid no
attention. This is no longer possible. The
RSS is now seen as a vital player in the
decisions made by the Government of
India. SoI have learned to pay attention to
what the RSS chief says. When Mohan
Bhagwat held a huge press conference in
Vigyan Bhawan last year,  made it a point
to be there and listened carefully as he
articulated his worldview. It cheered me
up enormously when he announced that
the thoughts of Guru Golwalkar were no
longer considered sacrosanct and that the
RSSdid notbelieve any more inaHitlerian
final solution to our ‘Muslim problem’.

Soitcame asadisappointment to hear
his views on lynchings last week. He said
the word did not exist in any Indian
language and that it was being used to
malign India’s fair image by people witha
vested interest in making India look bad.
The word probably does not exist, which
is why when Hindi newspapers write
about the newest victim of mob violence,
they use the word in English. But, can we at
least begin by admitting that ever since a
former member of the RSS became prime
minister, a certain kind of mob violence in
the name of saving cows has become a
routine feature of Indian life?

The RSS chief is not alone in believing
that these ‘so-called lynchings’ are actually
justroutine breakdowns inlaw and order.
Afterlistening to his speech, I tweeted, “Call
it lynching, call it murder, these incidents
shame India. There is no ‘conspiracy’ by the
West to defame India Mr Bhagwat. It is
savagery by violent mobs against helpless
victims that defamesIndia”. As usual, Iwas
inundated with angry responses. The
efficient, wrathful and vigilant army of B]P
trolls went nuclear. They attacked me for
not being a good enough Indian and for
only noticing incidents when the victims
were Muslims. They said they had noticed
that [ was unconcerned about Hindus
being killed in similar fashion. And, some
posted pictures of the bloodied bodies
of an RSS family that had just been
murdered by a Muslim mob. In my view
thatis just murder.

The truth is, I have not so far come
across a video of a Hindu being forced to
yell ‘Allah o Akbar’ while being beaten to
death. I have seen many, many horrific
videos of Muslims killing Hindus, and they
are very upsetting. But, a lynching has a
specific context. It does not mean ariot, it
does not mean any old act of public
violence, it means a public hanging or
stoning to death by a mob. It means
punishing someone in such amanner that
others will seeitasawarning and alesson.
When two Dalit children were beaten to
death for defecating in the open last
month, itwas plain and simple murder, not
a lynching. And, yet many reporters used
the word ‘lynching’ to describe what
happened. This is probably why the RSS
chiefis confused.

All acts of public violence indicate a
breakdown in law and order, but not all
acts of publicviolence mean a breakdown
inthe rule of law. That happens only when
punishment is delivered for some
imagined crime by a mob made up of
people who believe they have the right to
judge and punish someone because they
are so certain of his guilt. In Behror, when
Iwent to the place where Pehlu Khan was
beaten to death, I asked people what they
thought about what they had done. They
said he deserved what he got and it was
only when this kind of public killing came
as punishment would Muslims stop
smuggling cattle. WhenIasked aboutdue
process, they said that they did not believe
in it. They were telling the truth. Pehlu
Khan’s family has been attacked and shot
at when they have tried coming to the
Behror courthouse for a hearing, It is such
things Mr Bhagwat that have truly
defamed our dear Bharat Mata.

If after Mohammad Akhlag was
dragged out of his house and beaten to
death in the village of Bishada in Dadri
district, there had been firm words of
disapproval expressed by the leader of the
RSS, there might have been no more. Since
these words of disapproval never came,
the vigilantes who have made it their cause
to kill Muslims who they think might be
smuggling cows or eating beef have not
hesitated to admit proudly why they are
doing the things they do.In some excellent
investigative journalism by India Today
reporters, vigilantes were filmed admitting
on (hidden?) camera that the reason why
they beat their victims so badly was not to
kill them but to disable them for life.
Victims who survive alynching suffer from
all sorts of injuries even when they live to
tell the tale.

So Mr Bhagwat, your belief that this
talk of lynchings is just an attempt to
defame Indiais wrong. Itis true thatIndia’s
image in the world has suffered in recent
years, butitis not because of some sinister
plot but because too many people have
seen too many times on uploaded videos
the terrified eyes of men who know they
are about to be beaten to death. Speak up
against this kind of violence Mr Bhagwat,
and not just the image of India but the
image of the RSS will improve. And, next
time you want to understand what a
lynching is, remember that it is always
something that happensin public to create
terror and to revive the most primitive kind
of imagined justice.
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