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74 MIGRANTS RESCUED OFF LIBYAN COAST

Humanitarian groups on Sunday said they have rescued 74 migrants on a rubber boat
in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Libya while Tunisian authorities reported
blocking a smuggling boat carrying 110 migrants from setting off for Italy.

worto~ |S families escape en masse from
camp in Kurdish-held Syrian town
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The partially collapsed
Hard Rock Hotel in
New Orleans. AP

USA

Hotel collapses
inNew Orleans;
2 dead, 1missing

New Orleans: A large sec-
tion of a Hard Rock Hotel
under construction beside
New Orleans’ historic
French Quarter collapsed
Saturday amid blinding
dust and flying debris,
killing two people and in-
juring more than 20.
Rescue workers searched
the largely unstable build-
ing for one person still un-
accounted for. Nearby
buildings were evacuated.
A 270-foot construction
crane — one of two still
looming over the multi-
story building — also was
dangerously unstable, fire
officials said. The hunt for
the missing was sus-
pended at nightfall over
safety concerns.

BRITAIN
UK:Diplomat’s
wifehasno
immunity incase
overfatalcrash

London: British media are
reporting that the wife of
an American official who
left the UK after being in-
volved in a fatal road acci-
dent no longer has diplo-
matic immunity. BBC and
Sky News said Sunday that
UK Foreign Secretary
DominicRaabhad told the
family of Harry Dunn that
“immunity is no longer
pertinent” because the
suspect hasleft the UK. The
Foreign Office declined to
comment. Dunn, 19, was
killed in August when his
motorcycle collided witha
car outside in southern
England. The alleged car
driver, Anne Sacoolas, who
is married to a US official,
subsequently left Britain.

MYANMAR

Rakhine rebels
abduct dozens
after storming

bus, says Army

Yangon: Suspected ethnic
Rakhine rebels disguised
asasports teamstormeda
bus in rural Myanmar and
took 31 hostages — mostly
off-duty firefighters and
construction workers —
authorities said Sunday.
The state-backed Global
New Light of Myanmar
said the bus — travelling to
the Rakhine state capital of
Sittwe — was flagged
down by amandressedin
civilian attire before 18
rebels in sportswear
emerged from the forest
and ordered the passen-
gers off at gunpoint.

US says will withdraw 1,000 troops from Syria as Turkey intends to go deeper

AP,REUTERS
AKCAKALE, WASHINGTON,
OCTOBER 13

HUNDREDS OF Islamic State
supporters escaped from a hold-
ing camp in northern Syria on
Sunday amid heavy clashes be-
tween invading Turkish-led
forces and Kurdish fighters. The
United States said it was with-
drawing some 1,000 troops from
the north after learning that
Turkey planned to extend its
military incursion further south
than originally planned.

Another considerationin the
decision, US Defence Secretary
Mark Esper indicated, was that
Wiashington’s Kurdish-led ally,
the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), were looking to make a
deal with Russia to counter the
Turkish onslaught.

Outlining Turkey’s goals,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said the incursion would stretch
from Kobani in the west to
Hasaka in the east, going some
30 km into Syrian territory, “in
line with the safe zone map
which we declared previously”.

The developments reflected
the rapidly growing chaos in
Syria in the week since Trump
ordered American forces in the
region to step aside, leaving the
US-allied Kurds wide open to at-
tack from Turkey.

“We have American forces
likely caught between two op-
posing advancing armies, and it’s
avery untenable situation,” Esper
said on CBS in announcing US
troops would leave the north. He
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Smoke billows after Turkish shelling on the Syrian town of
Ras al Ain on Sunday. Reuters

did not say how many would
withdraw but that they represent
most of the 1,000 troops in Syria.

AUS military official said that
the situation was “deteriorating
rapidly.” The official, who was not
authorised to disclose opera-
tional details and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said American
troops were unable to move
around on the ground without a
“highrisk” of confrontation with
Turkish-backed forces.

The danger to American
forces was illustrated on Friday,
when a small number of US
troops came under Turkish ar-
tillery fire at an observation post
in the north. No Americans were
hurt. Esper said it was unclear
whether that was an accident.

Trump, in a tweet, said: “Very
smart not to be involved in the in-
tense fighting along the Turkish
Border, for a change. Those that
mistakenly got us into the Middle

Imran in Tehran on
mission to facilitate
Iran-Saudi talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TEHRAN,OCTOBER13

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister
Imran Khan visited Iran on
Sunday on a mission to actas a
“facilitator” between Tehran
and Riyadh and try to defuse
rising tensions in the Gulf.

Khan held talks with
President Hassan Rouhani at
the presidential palace and
later met with Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
according to the leader’s
official website.

He is expected to visit Saudi
Arabia next on Tuesday.

“The reason for this trip is
that we do not want a conflict
between Saudi Arabia and Iran,”
Khan told reporters as he stood
alongside Rouhani.

“Whatever it takes, we must
never allow this conflict to take
place, because we know, Mr
President, that there is a vested
interest that wants this to take
place,” he told Rouhani.

Noting that it was a “com-
plex” issue that can be resolved
through talks, Khan warned that
any conflict between Iran and
Saudi Arabia would “cause
poverty in the world”.

Pakistan has strong relations
with Saudi Arabia, with more
than 2.5 million of its nationals
living and working in the king-
dom, but it also maintains good
relations with Iran and repre-
sents Tehran's consular interests
in the United States.

This is Khan's second visit
this year to Iran, which shares a
border of about 1,000 kilometres
with Pakistan.

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan with Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and President Hassan
Rouhani in Tehran on Sunday. AP

EXTINCTION REBELLION PROTESTS

400 scientists endorse mass civil disobedience to force climate action

REUTERS
LONDON, OCTOBER 13

ALMOST 400 scientists have en-
dorsed a civil disobedience cam-
paign aimed at forcing govern-
ments to take rapid action to
tackle climate change, warning
that failure could inflict “incalcu-
lable human suffering”.

In a joint declaration, climate
scientists, physicists, biologists,
engineers and others from atleast
20 countries broke with the cau-
tion traditionally associated with
academia to side with peaceful

protesters courting arrest from
Amsterdam to Melbourne.
Wearing white laboratory
coats to symbolise their research
credentials, a group of about 20
of the signatories gathered on
Saturday to read out the text out-
side London’s century-old
Science Museum in the city’s up-
market Kensington district.
“We believe that the contin-
ued governmental inaction over
the climate and ecological crisis
now justifies peaceful and non-
violent protest and direct action,
even if this goes beyond the
bounds of the current law,” said

Epaper..nelss. com

Emily Grossman, a science
broadcaster with a PhD in mo-
lecular biology. She read the dec-
laration on behalf of the group.

“We therefore support those
who are rising up peacefully
against governments around the
world that are failing to act pro-
portionately to the scale of the
crisis,” she said.

The declaration was coordi-
nated by a group of scientists
who support Extinction
Rebellion, a civil disobedience
campaign that formed in Britain
ayear ago and has since sparked
offshoots in dozens of countries.

TURKEY'’S
SYRIA
OFFENSIVE

East Wars are still pushing to fight.
They have noidea whatabad de-
cision they have made.”

On Sunday, heavy fighting
reached adisplaced-persons camp
in Ein Eissa, some 35 kilometers
(20miles)south of the border, that
ishome tosome 12,000 people, in-
cluding around 1,000 wives and
widows of Islamic State fighters
and their children, held ina special

ONPULLING TROOPS,
TRUMP SAYSHEIS
AN “ISLAND OF ONE’

Washington: US President
Donald Trump said
Saturday that he is an “is-
land of one” for removing
US forces from northeast-
ern Syria. But he remained
steadfast and defended a
move that drew wide-
spread bipartisan criticism
and risked the lives of
Syrian Kurdish allies who
helped the United States
bring down the Islamic
State group in Syria.
Trump said the US can-
not fight “endless wars.”
“We have to bring our great
heroes, our great soldiers,
we have to bring them
home. It’s time. It’s time,”
Trump said ina lengthy and
wide-ranging address to the
Values Voter Summit, an an-
nual gathering of social con-
servative activists. AP

detention camp.

The Kurdish-led administra-
tion in northern Syria said in a
statement that 950 IS support-
ers escaped after attacking
guards and storming the gates. It
was notimmediately possible to
confirm that figure.

Esper said he was aware of
the reports of escapes and of
atrocities committed against the
Kurds in the fighting.

Protesters damage a Bank of China building (left) and railway tracks in Hong Kong on Sunday. AP

‘Russia bombed
four Syrian

hospitals within
12 hours in May’

EVANHILL &
CHRISTIAAN TRIEBERT
OCTOBER 13

THE RUSSIAN Air Force has re-
peatedly bombed hospitals in
Syria in order to crush the last
pockets of resistance to President
Bashar Assad, according to an in-
vestigation by The New York Times.

An analysis of previously un-
published Russian Air Force ra-
dio recordings, plane-spotter
logs and witness accounts al-
lowed the Times to trace bomb-
ings of four hospitals in just 12
hours in May and tie Russian pi-
lots to each one.

The 12-hour period begin-
ning on May 5 represents a small
slice of the air war in Syria, but it
is a microcosm of Russia’s four-
year military intervention in
Syria’s civil war. A new front in
the conflict opened this week,
when Turkish forces crossed the
border as part of a campaign
against a Kurdish-led militia.

Russia has long been accused
of carrying out systematic at-
tacks against hospitals and clin-
ics in rebel-held areas as part of
a strategy to help Assad secure
victory in the eight-year-old war.

Physicians for Human Rights,
an advocacy group that tracks at-
tacks on medical workers in Syria,
documented at least 583 attacks
since 2011, 266 of them since
Russia intervened in 2015. NYT

Trump backs Giuliani,
but some advisers
wish he would cut ties

President’s lawyer facing probe: report

DARLENE SUPERVILLE,
JONATHAN LEMIRE

& ZEKE MILLER
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 13

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Saturday stood behind personal
attorney Rudy Giuliani, one of his
highest-profile and mostvocal de-
fenders,amid reports that federal
prosecutors in the city Giuliani led
as mayor are eyeing him for pos-
sible lobbying violations.

Behind the scenes, however,
many of Trump’s closest aides
and advisers, inside and outside
the White House, quietly wish
the president would cut ties with
Giuliani, whose leadership of
New York after the Sept 11,2001,
terrorist attacks earned him
worldwide admiration and the
moniker of “America’s mayor.”

Giuliani wasaforce in Trump’s
defence during the lengthy Russia
investigation by the special coun-
sel. Yet the effort to undermine
special counsel Robert Muellerled
Giuliani to Ukraine, which now
entangles the former mayorinle-
gal jeopardy and is central to the
danger threatening the presi-
dency he labored to protect.

The New York Times reported
Friday, citing a pair of anony-
mous sources familiar with the
matter, that the investigation is
linked to Giuliani’s efforts to un-
dermine Marie Yovanovitch, for-
merly the US ambassador to
Ukraine. The US attorney’s office
in Manhattan has declined to
comment on the Times report.

On Saturday, Trump came to
Giuliani’s defence. “So now they
are after the legendary ‘crime
buster’ and greatest Mayor in the

Chaotic clashes in Hong Kong as
protesters target metro, shops

JESSIEPANG
HONG KONG,OCTOBER 13

HONG KONG pro-democracy ac-
tivists and riot police clashed in
chaotic scenes around the city on
Sunday with policein full riot gear
chasing protesters through crowds
of horrified lunchtime shoppers.

Several rallies in shopping
malls started peacefully around
midday with a few hundred peo-
ple at each chanting slogans such
as “Free Hong Kong”, but by late
afternoon hardcore black-clad
activists trashed shops and
metro stations and erected road
blocks around the city.

Police made numerous ar-
rests and deployed teargas to
disperse protesters, saying they
used “minimum force”.

EXPLAINED

‘Blossom everywhere’:
Hong Kong protesters
devise new strategy

THE MONTHS-LONG protests in Hong Kong have seen demon-
strators come up with various techniques to capture attention
and evade police action. Their latest strategy is flashmob protests.
Organisers called for protesters to “blossom everywhere”, and
they heeded the call, popping up in small groups in different areas
around the city. The rationale behind the move was to make it
more difficult for police to make arrests and to widen the reach of
their protests at a time when the number of people turning up for
rallies has gone down in comparison to previous weeks.

Television footage showed shop-
pers screaming and some in-
jured when police charged in-
side a mall.

Scientists take part in an Extinction Rebellion protest
outside London’s Science Museum on Saturday. Reuters

The young protesters, many
wearing face masks to shield
their identity, were often sup-
ported by shoppers.

The group launched a fresh
wave of international actions on
Monday, aiming to get govern-
ments to address an ecological
crisis caused by climate change
and accelerating extinctions of
plant and animal species.

Atotal of 1,307 volunteers had
since been arrested at various
protests in London by 2030 GMT
on Saturday, Extinction Rebellion
said. A further 1,463 volunteers
have been arrested in the past
week in another 20 cities, includ-
ing Brussels, Amsterdam, New
York, Sydney and Toronto, accord-
ing to the group’s tally. More

Inone mall a group of riot po-
lice, shields out front and pepper
spray canisters in, hand were
forced to retreat backwards by
chanting shoppers until they
were outside of the mall.

In another incident, a group
of 50 shoppers inside a mall
faced off against riot police out-
side, chanting “Hong Kong po-
lice mafia”. The shoppers
cheered when police drove off.

“Hong Kong used to be a pros-
perous city and now she has be-
come a police state. Hong Kong is
my home. We should protect her.
We should resist,” said a 70-year-
old who only gave his last name,
Hui.He was part of a group of older
residents in Kowloon, cheering the
protesters, urging them to block
the road and warning themwhen
police were returning. REUTERS

protestsin this latest wave are due
in the coming days.

While many scientists have
shunned overt political debate,
fearing that being perceived asac-
tivists might undermine their
claims to objectivity, the 395 aca-
demics who had signed the dec-
laration by 1100 GMT on Sunday
chose to defy convention.

“The urgency of the crisis is
now so great that many scientists
feel, as humans, that we now
have a moral duty to take radical
action,” Grossman told Reuters.

Other signatories included
several who contributed to the

Trump called the reported
federal probe against Giuliani
a‘witch hunt’. Reuters

HUNTER BIDEN TO QUIT
CHINESE FIRM'S BOARD

New York: Facing intense
scrutiny from Donald Trump
and his Republican allies,
Hunter Biden announced that
he would step down from the
board of directors of a
Chinese-backed private equity
firm as part of a pledge not to
workon behalf of any foreign-
owned companies should his
father win the presidency.The
work of Biden in Ukraine and
Chinahave emerged as one of
Trump’s chief lines of attack
against Joe Biden, Hunter’s fa-
ther and Democratic presi-
dential candidate. AP

history of NYC, Rudy Giuliani,”
Trump tweeted while on the way
to his northern Virginia golf club.
“He may seem a little rough
around the edges sometimes, but
heisalsoa great guy and wonder-
ful lawyer.” AP

Typhoon leaves
33 dead in Japan
as rescuers

intensify efforts

YURIKAGEYAMA
TOKYO,0CTOBER 13

HELICOPTERS, BOATS and thou-
sands of troops were deployed
across Japan to rescue people
stranded in flooded homes
Sunday;, as the death toll from a
ferocious typhoon climbed to as
high as 33.0One woman fell to her
death as she was being placed
inside a rescue helicopter.

Typhoon Hagibis made land-
fall south of Tokyo on Saturday
evening and battered central and
northern Japan with torrents of
rain and powerful gusts of wind.
The typhoon was downgraded
to a tropical storm on Sunday.

Public broadcaster NHK said
14 rivers across the nation had
flooded, some spilling out in
more than one spot.

The Tokyo Fire Department
said awoman in her 70s was ac-
cidentally dropped 131 feet to
the ground while being trans-
ported into a rescue helicopter
in Iwaki city in Fukushima pre-
fecture, a northern area devas-
tated by the typhoon.

Department officials held a
news conference to apologise,
bowing deeply and long, accord-
ing to Japanese custom, and ac-
knowledged the woman had not
been strapped in properly.

The government’s Fire and
Disaster Management Agency,
which tends to be conservative
in its counts, said late Sunday
that 1,283 homes were flooded
and 517 were damaged. AP

UN-backed Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, which
has produced a series of reports
underscoring the urgency of dra-
matic cuts in carbon emissions.

The Extinction Rebellion
group is aligned with a school
strike movement inspired by
Swedish teenage activist Greta
Thunberg, which mobilised
millions of young people on
September 20.

The group said more than
half the signatories of the dec-
laration are experts in the fields
of climate science and the
loss of wildlife.



