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US. troops set to leave northern Syria

Turkish offensive is likely to extend further, making situation ‘untenable’ for U.S. forces, says Esper

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

Hundreds of Islamic State
supporters escaped from a
holding camp in northern
Syria on Sunday amid heavy
clashes between invading
Turkish-led forces and Kur-
dish fighters, and President
Donald Trump ordered all
U.S. troops to withdraw from
the north to avoid getting
caught in the fighting.

The twin developments
reflected the rapidly growing
chaos in Syria in the week
since Mr. Trump ordered
American forces in the re-
gion to step aside, leaving
the U.S.-allied Kurds wide
open to attack from Turkey.

“We have American forces
likely caught between two
opposing advancing armies,
and it’s a very untenable sit-
uation,” U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Mark Esper said on CBS’
“Face the Nation”. He did
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Intensifying offensive: Smoke billowing out after Turkish

shelling on the Syrian border town of Ras al Ain. =ap

not say how many would
withdraw but that they re-
present most of the 1,000
troops in Syria.

The danger to American
forces was illustrated on Fri-
day, when a small number of
U.S. troops came under Tur-
kish artillery fire at an obser-
vation post in the north. No
Americans were hurt. Mr.

‘Significant work to do,
but Brexit deal possible’

Prepare for Oct. 31 exit, PM tells Cabinet

REUTERS
LONDON
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson told his Cabinet on
Sunday that a Brexit deal
was still possible but that
there was significant work
to be done to reach one, a
spokeswoman from his of-
fice said in a statement.
“The Prime Minister up-
dated Cabinet on the cur-
rent progress being made in
ongoing Brexit negotiations,
reiterating that a pathway to
a deal could be seen but that
there is still a significant
amount of work to get there
and we must remain pre-
pared to leave on October

ELSEWHERE

Imran Khan offers to
"facilitate’ Iran-Saudi talks

TEHRAN

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan visited Iran on Sunday
on a mission toactasa
“facilitator" between Tehran
and Riyadh and try to defuse
rising tensions in the Gulf.
“The reason for this trip is
that we do not want a
conflict between Saudi
Arabia and Iran,"” Mr. Khan
said at a joint presser. arp

Gotabaya vows to
bolster intelligence
CcoLOMBO

Sri Lanka's presidential
hopeful Gotabaya Rajapaksa
on Sunday said that he would
empower the intelligence
sector with necessary legal
cover to help secure the
country in the aftermath of
Easter attacks. ap

Boris Johnson

31,” the spokeswoman said.

Meanwhile, British and
EU negotiators are working
through the weekend to see
if they can turn Mr. John-
son’s proposals, which were
initially rejected by the EU,
into a deal that works.

Esper said it was unclear
whether that was an acci-
dent.

Mr. Trump, in a tweet,
said, “Very smart not to be
involved in the intense fight-
ing along the Turkish Border,
for a change. Those that mis-
takenly got us into the Mid-
dle East Wars are still push-
ing to fight. They have no

idea what a bad decision
they have made.”

Meanwhile, the U.S. also
has come to believe that the
Kurds are attempting to “cut
a deal” with the Syrian army
and Russia to counter the in-
vading Turks, Mr. Esper said.

On Sunday, heavy fighting
reached a displaced-persons
camp in Ein Eissa, some 35
km south of the border, that
is home to some 12,000 peo-
ple, including around 1,000
wives and widows of Islamic
State fighters and their chil-
dren, held in a special deten-
tion area.

IS supporters escape

The Kurdish-led administra-
tion in northern Syria said in
a statement that 950 IS sup-
porters escaped after attack-
ing guards and storming the
gates. It was not immediately
possible to confirm that fi-

gure.

Jelal Ayaf, a senior official
at the camp, told local media
that 859 people broke out
from the section housing fo-
reign IS supporters. He de-
scribed the situation as “very
volatile.”

Mr. Esper said he was
aware of the reports of es-
capes and of atrocities com-
mitted against the Kurds in
the fighting. “It gets worse by
the hour,” Mr. Esper said.
“These are all the exact
things” that U.S. officials
warned Mr. Erdogan would
probably happen in urging
him not to invade.

Turkey said 440 Kurdish
fighters have been killed
since the operation began
Wednesday. The SDF said 56
of its fighters have died.

Meanwhile, the Syrian Ar-
my is moving troops to the
north to confront Turkish of-
fensive, the state news agen-
cy SANA said on Sunday.

Typhoon Hagibis batters
Japan, leaves over 33 dead

Troops, rescue workers deployed to save stranded residents

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TOKYO

Helicopters, boats and thou-
sands of troops were de-
ployed across Japan to res-
cue people stranded in
flooded homes on Sunday,
as the death toll from a fero-
cious typhoon climbed to as
high as 33.

Typhoon Hagibis made
landfall south of Tokyo on
Saturday evening and bat-
tered central and northern
Japan with torrents of rain
and powerful gusts of wind.
The typhoon was downgrad-
ed to a tropical storm on
Sunday.

Public broadcaster NHK
said 14 rivers across the na-
tion had flooded, some spill-
ing out in more than one
spot.

“Flashmob’ protests rock Hong Kong -

Police use tear gas, deny using excessive force; protesters target businesses

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HONG KONG

Riot police clashed with anti-
government protesters
across Hong Kong on Sunday
as masked activists vandal-
ised businesses deemed
sympathetic to Beijing in
another weekend of chaos in
the financial hub.

Rallies erupted in multi-
ple neighbourhoods, with
some protesters blocking
roads, sabotaging train
tracks, and trashing pro-Chi-
na businesses.

Police arrested dozens of
protesters, and said they
used “minimum force”.

Police said an officer was
taken to hospital after his

Chaos returns: An anti-government protester is being

foanis

detained by the police in Hong Kong on Sunday. =ar

neck was slashed. Local tele-
vision networks also broad-
cast footage of a man beaten
bloody by protesters after
they found a baton in his bag

and suspected him of being
an undercover officer.

In Mongkok, a bustling
shopping district on the
Kowloon peninsula, officers

burst from an unmarked van
over a blockade of bamboo

scaffolding and quickly
chased down multiple
protesters.

Later, protesters beat a
woman accused of helping
police clear barricades. She
was struck with fists and um-
brellas, and also had her face
smeared with mud.

Protests and clashes were
reported in half a dozen
neighbourhoods, with police
saying they fired tear gas
during two incidents.

While the crowds were
thinner, the flashmob tactics
stretched police resources
and still brought chaos to
parts of the city.
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Flooded streets: V

ehicles partially submerged after Typhoon

Hagibis battered parts of Sano, Japan, on Sunday. =ar

The Tokyo Fire Depart-
ment said a woman in her
70s fell to her death as she
was being placed inside a
rescue helicopter in Iwaki ci-
ty in Fukushima prefecture.

Kyodo News agency re-
ported that 33 people died

and 19 were missing.

Several train services in
the Tokyo area resumed ear-
ly in the morning, while oth-
ers restarted later.

The Rugby World Cup
match between Namibia and
Canada was cancelled.

Warren mocks Facebook’s
Tact-checking ad policy

Her campaign runs ‘false’ Zuckerberg ad

REUTERS
U.S. Senator Elizabeth War-
ren’s Democratic presiden-
tial campaign this week
challenged Facebook’s poli-
cy that exempts politicians’
ads from fact-checking, by
running ads on the social
media platform containing
the false claim that Face-
book CEO Mark Zuckerberg
endorsed President Donald
Trump’s re-election bid.
“Facebook changed their
ads policy to allow politi-
cians to run ads with known
lies — explicitly turning the
platform into a disinforma-
tion-for-profit machine. This
week, we decided to see just

“No outsider will interfere in Sri Lanka polls this time’

Basil Rajapaksa says country needs India
for security, China for economic matters

MEERA SRINIVASAN

COLOMBO

No international actor will
try to interfere in Sri Lanka’s
approaching  presidential
election, said Basil Rajapak-
sa, chief strategist of his
brother Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa’s presidential bid.

“Ethically, that is how it
should be,” he told The Hin-
du in an interview, alluding
to a shift in the international
community’s “role” in Sri
Lanka’s national politics.

His comments, coming a
month before the November
16 presidential election, re-
vealed a more obvious shift
in the Rajapaksas’ thinking.

After being unseated from
office in 2015, his other
brother Mahinda Rajapaksa
accused India’s Research and
Analysis Wing, among oth-
ers, of backing regime

change, because of his per-
ceived “China-tilt”. Taking a
different line, Mr. Basil said:
“Personally I have no evi-
dence that India or any other
country supported them [the
opposition coalition].” But
now “we have very well un-
derstood” what went wrong,
he said, adding: “If they had
worked to change our go-
vernment earlier, we have
corrected the situation
[now].”

“India is our number one
friend and neighbour so we
have to always go with India,
in political and security mat-
ters, but in economic and
other matters you can’t for-
get China,” he said.

A powerful Minister in the
Rajapaksa government, Mr.
Basil faces charges of large-
scale corruption. After he
was briefly arrested in 2015

and later released on bail, he
wasted no time in beginning
the ground work for their
fight back after the 2015 de-
feat. He not only set up the
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu-
na (People’s Party or SLPP)
in 2016 as their new vehicle,
but also crafted a sharp cam-
paign ahead of the 2018 local
authority elections.

The SLPP won over 40 %
of the vote, pushing the rul-
ing United National Party to
a second spot, and the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
to the third place. Their big
win signalled the electoral
resurgence of the Rajapaksa
camp, even as it heralded the
fall of the SLFP, where the
Rajapaksas built their politi-
cal careers.

Numbers matter

The SLPP headquarters lo-
cated near the Sri Lankan
Parliament was teeming with
young volunteers on Friday.
At Mr. Basil’s office was a dig-

Basil Rajapaksa

ital monitor facing him. It
displayed a map of Sri Lanka,
with many red dots flashing.
“This is an app that we have
developed especially for this
election, to monitor canvass-
ing activity at each district in
real time,” he said.

Asked how the numbers
looked, Mr. Basil Rajapaksa
said: “We are addressing hu-
man beings, it is important
to connect with people on
the ground. Numbers are on-
ly for targets.”

Sri Lanka has some 15.99
million registered voters. If

about 80% poll like last time,
it would translate to approxi-
mately 12 million valid votes,
in his reading. “Our target is
6.5 million votes,” he said,
confident of getting past the
50% mark that is necessary
to win.

He knows that is not easy.
“40% was enough for a local
poll but won’t do for a na-
tional election.” That is why
the SLFP’s support — recent-
ly declared — is crucial, in his
view. As are the votes of mi-
nority communities. Sec-
tions remain averse to the
SLPP candidate Mr. Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, a former De-
fence Secretary linked to sev-
eral war-time Kkillings,
enforced disappearances
and later, to groups behind
anti-Muslim violence.

Tamils issue

But their vote is “very impor-
tant”, Mr. Basil admitted. Ta-
mils “cannot forget what
happened” but people of

both communities “should
forgive each other.” Howev-
er, Mr. Basil seemed wary of
committing to a constitution-
al settlement to the national
question. The Sri Lankan
Parliament, including MPs
aligned to Mr. Mahinda, un-
animously voted for a new
Constitution in 2015, but he
deemed a referendum neces-
sary. “Let people decide if
we need a new Constitu-
tion,” he said, adding that
the party was “committed to
maximum devolution” — a
failed promise familiar to the
Tamil electorate.

Asked how his party
viewed the presidency now
— significantly weakened af-
ter a 2015 — Mr. Basil said:
“No matter who our candi-
date or President is, our lead-
er [Mahinda Rajapaksa] will
be the head of the govern-
ment [as PM]. So, this arran-
gement suits us well. He is
our leader, and he is the spir-
itual leader of our country.”

how far it goes,” Ms. Warren
tweeted on Saturday. “We
intentionally made a Face-
book ad with false claims.”

Facebook Inc’s policy has
come under fire from anoth-
er Democratic front-runner
in the 2020 race. Former
Vice-President Joe Biden
blasted Facebook after it re-
fused to take down a Trump
campaign ad that the Biden
campaign said contained
false allegations.

The Trump ad claimed
that Mr. Biden had pro-
mised Ukraine $1 billion if
the country fired a prosecu-
tor investigating a company
linked to Mr. Biden’s son.

Four activists
escape death
penalty in Iran

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

Four detained Iranian envi-
ronmental activists have
been cleared of a charge
that could carry the death
penalty, state news agency
IRNA reported on Sunday.

“The charge of ‘corrup-
tion on earth’ was dropped
in recent days for four de-
tained environmentalists,”
said Mohammad Hossein
Aghasi, a lawyer who re-
presents some of the
activists.

“Of course their other
charges still remain,” he
was quoted as saying.

The four were initially
accused of “spying” on mil-
itary bases but their indict-
ments changed in October
2018 to spreading “corrup-
tion on earth” — one of the
most severe charges under
Iran’s Islamic law.
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1 When a blessing protects
further (6)

4 Connect a music player
working without speaker (6)

9 Associate Russian with one
animal (4)

10 Go untie criminal charged with
sick, gruesome execution (10)

11 Time of gold rush (6)

12 Spooner chooses bags for what
athletes' sport? (3-5)

13 High jump for kids (9)
15 Patient sort (4)

16 Discover one becoming closer
to you is back (4)

17 Insect set in, set out, fully
wasting every second (6,3)

21 Picture love between two gods
(8)

22 Demon king abducting one,
left Ashram's entrance, at
Eastern valley (6)

24 | step into a manufacturing
plant (10)

25 Cold, obliterating black hole
4)

26 It's hard to find or trace artist
regularly showcased (6)

27 Rig Veda focusing on mind
before attack (6)

m DOWN

1 One subdues very loud member
blocked by EU earlier (7)

(set by Hypatia)

2 Depart drunk in Golden
farewell (5)

3 Say, Arsonist is more flimsy

)

5 Rich French couple had left
Europe (6)

6 Remains in a corset, worn
separate (9)

7 Initially naughty son cracked
joke on one that doesn't let it
slide (3-4)

8 On occasion, athletic celebrity
crossing beach area meets
tourists on vacation (4,3,6)

14 Rewind breaking news
broadcast over red wine, say

9

16 Hint student is covered by aid
(7)

18 Ground water is lower by 40%
ahead of shower (7)

19 Race track? (7)

20 Delta evacuated boarding
after raising alarm (6)

23 House 65050, first in Avenue
(5)
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Solution to puzzle 12753

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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FAITH

Moksha for Jatayu

Mortally wounded Jatayu tells Rama who the abductor of Si-
ta is. When Jatayu breathes his last, Rama is sorrowful. He
blames Himself for what has happened. Rama laments:
“This bird which had nothing to fear and lived in the forest is
now dead because of me. He tried to rescue Sita and lost his
life because of that. Even the loss of Sita does not disturb me
as much as the loss of Jatayu. He was as worthy of respect as
my father Dasaratha.” Rama then performs the last rites for
Jatayu, and grants him moksha.

Usually, a question is raised here. Rama Himself says He is
human. He never claims at any time that He is God. So, how
can He grant moksha to anyone? This question was raised
centuries ago and answered too, said Akkarakkani Srinidhi,
in a discourse. Naduvil Tiruveedhi Pillai, who lived in Sriran-
gam, was a little envious of Nampillai’s popularity as an
Acharya. One day, Naduvil Thiruveedhi Pillai went to meet
the king. On the way, he happened to meet a disciple of
Nampillai, called Pinbazhagiya Perumal Jeer. The king asked
a question to Naduvil Thiruveedhi Pillai, which left him
stumped. The king wanted to know how Rama could have
granted moksha to Jatayu, when He Himself had said He was
human and not God. Naduvil Thiruveedhi Pillai consulted
Pinbazhagiya Perumal Jeer. The latter said this question had
been raised in a discourse of Nampillai, and the latter had

answered it convincingly.

The answer is there in Valmiki Ramayana itself. Valmiki
says ‘SatyEna l0kAn jayati’ — Rama conquered all the worlds
through satya. If He conquered all the worlds, He conquered
Sri Vaikuntha also. So, although Rama claimed He was hu-
man, He could send Jatayu to Sri Vaikuntha, because He had
conquered it by His adherence to Truth.
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