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More curbs
in Ayodhya
as hearings
end this week

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 13

THE AYODHYA administration
has tightened curbs imposed
under Section 144 till December
10, with hearings in the Ram
Janmbhoomi-Babri Masjid title
suit slated to conclude Thursday
in the Supreme Court.

Posting a copy of the latest
order on his Twitter account,
District Magistrate Anuj K Jha
wrote: “The order has been
issued considering safety and
security of Ayodhya and those
visiting here...”

In another post, Jha wrote: “I
must add that already there is
another order in force since
31.08.2019 covering aspects of
unlawful assemblies and unde-
sirable activities. The order dated
12.10.2019 has been issued to
cover a couple of points which
were not there in the earlier
order.”

The latest order prohibits the
use of unmanned aerial vehicles
in the area without permission.
Italso bars boating in the district,
and the sale and manufacture of
fire crackers.

It states that shops and
godowns can stay open, with
permission, only in specific
areas identified by the district
administration. The order has
been sent to all senior officials of
the district.

In the Supreme Court, a five-
judge Constitution Bench
headed by Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi has asked for all
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ADDRESSES ELECTION RALLY IN MAHARASHTRA

PM Narendra Modi in Bhandara, Maharashtra, on Sunday. P11

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 13

TARGETING THE Opposition for
criticising his government’s
decision to revoke Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday challenged Opposition
parties to declare in their poll
manifestos that they would
“bring back Article 370 and
35A”. He also said that it would
not take “even four months” to
restore normalcy in J&K.
Addressing his first rally in
Jalgaon for the Maharashtra
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MAHARASHTRA

Assembly polls, Modi said:
“Main virodhiyo ko chunauti deta
hu, agar aap mein himmat hain
toh 370 par spasht stand lekar
aaye. Agar himmat hain toh apne
chunavi ghoshna patramein elan
kare, dhara 370, 35A, jo Modi
sarkar ne hatai hain, hum vaapis
layenge... Yeh, ghadyali aasu ba-
hana bandh karo... Kya in mein se
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Modi dares Opp to bringback 370: Won't
take even 4 months for normalcy in J&K
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Art 370 would have ended last term
but an incident happene

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 13

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh Sunday said the BJP-led
NDA government had planned
to move on Article 370 in its
previous term but did not
proceed due to “some reasons”
and “anincident”.

Singh, however, did not elab-

Rajnath Singh in Pataudi on
Sunday. P11

d: Rajnath

orate on the “reasons” or the
“incident” while addressing two
rallies at Assandh in Karnal and
Pataudi in Gurgaon in the run-
up to the Haryana Assembly
election on October 21.

Sources said the incident was
the Pulwama terror attack on
February 14, when 40 CRPF
jawans were killed.

On August 5, the government
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Nearly 4,500 J&K students avail PM’s
scholarship scheme — highest in 6 yrs

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

CLOSE TO 4,500 students from
Jammu and Kashmir have
reported at colleges across the
country to pursue undergradu-
ate studies under the Prime

Chinese President Xi Jinping with Nepal PM K P Sharma Oli in Kathmandu on Sunday. Reuters

Nepal, China step closer to
signing extradition treaty

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, OCTOBER 13

IGNORING PRESSURE from the
United States and European
countries, Nepal on Sunday
pledged to sign an extradition
treaty with China soon.

While a joint statement by
Nepal and China, released a cou-
ple of hours after President Xi
Jinping returned home after his

two-day state visit, said both
sides “hope” for an early conclu-
sion of the treaty, the two coun-
tries signed the Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty on criminal
matters — seen as precursor to
the extradition treaty that
Beijing has been insisting on.
Nepal shares a long border
with Tibetand is home to around
20,000 Tibetan exiles — two
cases of self-immolation by
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rifles to tanks, Army working on
real-time database of equipment

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

FROM RIFLES to tanks, the Army
is looking at setting up a real-
time database on the condition
and status of each of its approx-
imately 30 lakh pieces of equip-
ment.

Patna Corporation admitted Pa

Launched by the Army’s
Corps of Electronics and
Mechanical Engineers (EME)on
September 1, Project Beehive,
which seeks to achieve greater
automation of the Corps and
connect all its workshops to an
integrated smart network with
real-time data analytics capabil-
ities, is expected to be up and

running by October next year.
“The next five years will be
hugely transformative for the
Indian Army to become a net-
work-centric force,” Lieutenant
General Anil Kapoor, DG, EME,
said during an interaction last
week. “By October 15 (EME
Corps Day) next year, we should
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Wooing Nepal

WHILE CHINA has
promised huge aid to
Nepal, India may not be
able to match Beijing’s
financial prowess, dollar
by dollar. Its best bet is to
ensure that it delivers on
its commitments made
in the past.

WORLD

1.S. FAMILIES ESCAPE
FROM CAMP IN
KURDISH-HELD
SYRIAN TOWN PAGE 13

Minister’s Special Scholarship
Scheme (PMSSS) — the highest
in six years.

Of these, roughly 2,400 stu-
dents are from the Jammu
region, 1,474 from Kashmir and
the rest from Ladakh, according
to government data reviewed by
The Indian Express.

Varsity revokes
expulsion of
students who
wrote protest
letter to PM

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,OCTOBER 13

FOUR DAYS after itissued expul-
sion letters to six students over a
dharna and a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, citing
the model code of conduct (MCC)
for the Assembly elections, the
Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya
Hindi Vishwavidyalaya
(MGAHV)in Wardharevoked the
expulsions on Sunday.

This comes a day after
Wardha Collector Vivek
Bhimanwar said the university
had no authority to invoke the
MCC.

The decision was taken at a
meeting attended by Vice-
Chancellor Rajneesh Shukla,
Executive Registrar Kadar Nawaz
Khan, deans of all the depart-
ments, proctor and five wardens
of the hostel on Sunday. “In view
of the technical contradiction in
the letter dated October 9, and
also to provide natural justice to
students and researchers, the
expulsion of the six students is
being revoked,” the university
said in a statement.

The Indian Express had
reported on Saturday about the
expulsion letters issued to the
students on October 9, which
said action was being taken
against them for “violating the
2019 assembly election code and
interfering in the judicial
process” by organising adharna.

The students had sent letters
to Modi protesting against the
Centre’s decision on Article 370
in Jammu and Kashmir, mob-
lynching incidents, the alleged
shielding of rape accused, the
sale of PSUs, and stifling of
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tna Corporation failed,

told HC before rains: ‘Functioning in primitive way’

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER 13

M “Any modern city requires four
basic infrastructure systems in
place to function efficiently —
drinking water supply system,
storm water drainage system,
sewage system and sewerage
network system, and solid waste
management system. Patna
Municipal Corporation has failed
on all four parameters.”

M “The city has silently seen si-

multaneous growth of unregu-
lated construction and uncon-
trolled slums within and outside
the city. In fact, the lack of proper
planning has made the modern
city of Patna a difficult place to
live in.”

M “The corporation in recent
times has been in complete de-
funct status both functionally
and institutionally and there has
notbeen a serious attempt to re-
vamp the situation. There is no
work culture among the staff be-
cause of a poor HR system...”

BARELY THREE months before
parts of Bihar’s capital city went
under for days in the worst case
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Affidavit filed barely three months before Patna floods. File

of water-logging recorded since
the floods of 1975, the Patna
Municipal Corporation (PMC)

had displayed unusual honesty.
And admitted in the Patna High

Court in a counter-affidavit that

it “squarely failed”.

The counter-affidavit was
filed by PMC's Additional
Municipal =~ Commissioner
(Establishment) Devendra
Prasad Tiwary on behalf of the
Commissioner in compliance
with a court order of July 9. The
court is hearing pleas against
illegal encroachment, vending
and related problems of sewer-
age and waste management in
Patna — the Chief Justice will
hear the matter again next
week.

From September 28 to
October 1, Patna received about
400 mm of rainfall. With all 39
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Last year, approximately
2,500 students had taken admis-
sion under PMSSS and nearly
3,000 in the year before.

After the government’s an-
nouncement on August 5 to re-
move special status under Article
370 and split the state into two
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PMC depositors
stare at broken
lives: ‘Nowhere
to go for help’

Some struggle to tackle medical
emergencies, others face bankruptcy

GARGIVERMA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 13

FROM THE single parent of a son
with special needs to a travel
operator who lost his savings;
from a 29-year-old whose
marriage plans have come under
acloud to a domestic help whose
dreams of sending her daughter
to college lie shattered.

Three weeks after the RBI
slapped restrictions on Mumbai-
based PMC Bank for various
irregularities, including Rs 6,200
crore stuck with the HDIL group
promoted by the Wadhawans,
its account-holders are strug-
gling to pick up the pieces.

While some are scrambling
to tackle medical emergencies,
others are staring at bankruptcy.
All of them hope that the
government will intervene to
ensure that they get back their
money — and take strict action
against those who brought the
bank down.

And at least one says he will
register his protest by not cast-
ing his vote in the Maharashtra
elections next week.

The Indian Express spoke to
seven families affected by the
curbs on withdrawal and came
across seven different stories
with one underlying theme —
despair and anger.

Second time unlucky

GAUTAM CHABRIA
47,PVTEMPLOYEE

“My mother and Ilost a huge
part of our savingsin 2015 when
we realised that the Rupee
Cooperative bank had gone
bankrupt. This is the second inci-
dent of a cooperative bank going
back onits promise of safekeep-
ing my money,” says Chabria,
who lives in Andheri with his 70-
year-old mother and 21-year-old
son with special needs.

“I have to take care of the
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Deven Oberoi, Vijay
Chaudhari

medical expenses of my sonand
mother. All of that used to come
from the savings in my PMC
account. I had some fixed
deposits and so did my mother,
from the money my father left us
in his will,” he says.

Chabriais also worried about
the fees for his son’s school, an
institution for people with
special needs. “They have a
monthly fee of Rs 25,000.1don’t
know how I will manage. The
therapy my son receives there is
important for him,” he says.

Chabria, who works with a
construction firm, is hoping the
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2012-13 3,687
2013-14 4,159
2014-15 1,963
2015-16 1,338
2016-17 2,162
2017-18 3,019
2018-19 2,525
2019-20 4,419

Scholarship

Union Territories, Jammu and
Kashmir continues to face severe
restrictions on communications
and movement.

In August, the Supreme Court,
on the state administration’s re-
quest, had extended the deadline
for PMSSS scholars to report at
their respective institutes by a
month — from August 15 to
September 15. The state had ap-
proached the apex court antici-
pating that students from the
Valley may not be able to join on
time because of the curbs.

On Saturday, authorities an-
nounced that post-paid mobile
phone services would be made
operational from Monday noon.

Of the approximately 4,500
students, the largest number
(2,690) have taken admission in
engineering programmes, fol-
lowed by over 800 in general
courses (BA and B.Sc degrees),
700 in nursing programmes and

about 150 in pharmacy.

Thelargest number of J&K stu-
dents this year are studying in
Maharashtra, followed by Delhi,
Punjab, Karnataka and Uttar
Pradesh.

Launched in 2011-12 by the
UPA-II government, PMSSS is a
merit-based programme that of-
fers admission to J&K students in
colleges, institutes and universi-
ties across the country and pays
for their tuition, board, books and
other incidentals. Under the
scheme, 5,000 scholarships are
offered each year to pursue un-
dergraduate studiesinareas such
as engineering, medical, nursing,
pharmacy, hotel management,
agriculture, architecture and com-
merce.

Ayodhya

arguments in the land dispute
case to be concluded by October
17. Hearings resume Monday af-
ter the week-long Dussehra
break, and the judgment is ex-
pected before the Chief Justice of
India retires on November 17.

The bench also comprising
Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S Abdul Nazeer is hearing ap-
peals against the September 30,
2010, verdict of the Allahabad
High Court.

Nepal, China

Tibetans have been reported in
thelast few years. Any anti-China
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INTHREE-WAY CONTEST, BABITA PHOGAT GRAPPLES WITH OUTSIDER TAG

With less than a week left for the polls, Babita looks far more confident than she was on the day she joined the
BJP. And with PM Modi scheduled to attend a rally in Charkhi Dadri, Babita hopes it will brighten her chances
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TYPHOON HAGIBIS WREAKS
HATOM N JAPAN

activity on Nepal's territoryis seen
by Beijing as being instigated by
western countries, mainly the US,
and Nepal-based human rights
organisations funded by these
countries.

In 2016, the US authorities had
“unofficially” warned the Nepal
government that any extradition
treaty with China would have se-
rious repercussions. The develop-
ment came onaday when Xi, ac-
cording to a Reuters report,
warned thatany attempt todivide
China would end in “shattered
bones”. Beijing is facing political
challenges in months-long
protests inHong Kong and US crit-
icism over its treatment of
Muslim minority groups.

During his meeting with his
Nepalese counterpart Bidya Devi
Bhandari on Saturday, Xi an-
nounced asupport of RMB 3.5 bil-
lion, equivalent to NRs 56 billion,
to Nepal over the next two years
to help its development pro-
grammes, officials said. The two
countries signed 20 agreements
and MoUs across different sectors
such as transport, agriculture, in-
dustry, commerce and supply.

The two sides also agreed to
develop three North-South corri-
dors, touching India and China, as
economic corridors.

Database

have the Beehive up and run-
ning,” he said.

“The centralised network
would allow us to access data
about any equipment we have
across the country in real-time,
and it would also have the capa-
bility to analyse that data and say
which equipment is due for main-
tenance, soitwill allow data min-
ing,” he said.

He explained that with Project
Beehive, the EME is building the
“business intelligence” of the
Army’s equipment, witha “depth
of 30 lakh” and a “range of 2,000
types” — 30 lakh pieces of equip-
ment across 2,000 categories.

The project will be based out
of Army Headquarters. “At vari-
ous levels, the functionaries will
be able to see all equipment readi-
ness,” said Kapoor. It will also help
in “engineering support func-
tions”, he said.

The Corps of EME is responsi-
ble for repair of military equip-
ment and maintenance of their
operational fitness. In March last
year, the Army had informed a
parliamentary committee that 68
per cent of its equipment was of
vintage era.

Rajnath

announced in Parliament that it
had taken the decision toremove
special status to J&RK under Article
370 and split the state into two
Union Territories of J&K and
Ladakh.

Speaking in Karnal, Singh re-
ferred to Article 370 and asked
how one country could have two
Constitutions. “..Jab bhi koi chu-
nav ka avsar aata tha, hum log yeh
kehte the ki yadi humko spasht
bahumatSansad mein milgaya toh
hum Article 370 ko samaapt
karenge. Is baar bhi hum logonne...
Logon ne kaha arrey sahab pichli
baar bhi toh aapko bahumat mila
tha, Article 370 kyon nahi samaapt
kiya aapne? Hone hi waala tha,
lekin kuch kaaran the. Lekin, jab
aapne dobara avsar diya... toh joh
humne kaha tha, use karke aapko
dikhadiya.”

(“Whenever elections were
conducted, we used to say that if
we get absolute majority in
Parliament, we will end Article
370. Even this time, we... then
people said you had got absolute
majority last time, butwhy didn’t
you scrap Article 370? It was
about to happen, but there were
some reasons. But when you gave
us a second chance, we did what
we had said we would.”)

Hours later, speaking in
Pataudi, Singh referred to Article
370Aand 35-A and said: “Aap ka-
henge pichle saal kyun nahi kiya.
Tayyari ho gayi thi. Ek ghatna ho
gayi. PM ne mann pucca bana liya.
Aur aapne dekha, is baar 2019 ka

TYPHOON HAGIBIS
WREAKS HAVOC

Brought heavy
destruction across
Japan, atleast 19 dead
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PM Modi, Rahul Gandhi
hold rallies in
Maharashtra
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The Ayodhya dispute
explained: Part One

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

On the first episode of the Ayodhya dispute
series on 3 Things, we discuss how the
Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute
started, how it changed Indian politics and
the four suits being heard in the SC

kisimein dum hain ab 370 vaapis
lene ki? Kya Hindustan vaapis
lene dega? Aur koi lene ki koshish
karega, woh kya bachh payega?

Uska rajnitik  bhavishya
bachega? Desh usse sweekar
karega kya?”

(“Ichallenge the Opposition,
if you have the courage, then
take a clear stand on 370.If you
have the courage, declare in
your election manifesto that
you will bring back Article 370,
35A, which the Modi govern-
ment scrapped... Stop shedding
crocodile tears... Do any of them
have the courage to bring back
370? Will the country let them
bring it back? And even if they
try, will they survive? Will their
politics survive? Will the coun-
try acceptit?”)

government will stepin. “There
are several instances where the
government has bailed out pri-
vate and nationalised banks.
With Rupee Cooperative bank,
we only received Rs 2 lakh back.
I should have learnt my lesson
then,” he says.

Surviving on vadapav

SHABBIRKHAN
38, TRAVELOPERATOR

Working as a private travel
operator in Mumbai for years,
Khan had finally managed to
save enough money to investin
a house. “I paid Rs 1 lakh on
September 23 towards the
houseinThane and the nextday,
[had nomoney,” he says.

Khan, who owns two cars
that are used in his business, is
planning to start driving one
himself. “My children’s school
fees have to be paid, we need to
feed them. I have been surviv-
ing on vadapav,” he says.

Khan, his wife Gurpreet and
their two children are being sus-
tained by friends and family.
“Even when I had nothing,
when [ was starting my busi-
ness, Iwas better off than now,”
he says.

Khanis trying to get arefund
of the Rs 1 lakh paid to the
builders. “If I get that money, I
can at least ensure my children
are fine, and pay off some of my
staff,” he said. The builders have,
however, denied his request so
far. “This election,|am not going
tovote and will tell others to not
vote either. No political party has
supported us,” says Khan, ares-
ident of Andheri. “All the senior-
level employees of the bankand
the auditors should be put be-
hind bars till we get our money
back.”

Wife’s surgery on hold
VIJAY CHAUDHARI

Saying that J&K was “not
just a piece of land, but the
crown of India”, he said:
“Wahan ka samoocha jeevan,
wahan ka kan kan Bharat ki soch
ko, Bharat ki shakti ko mazboot
karta hain... Dhara 370 ne ala-
gaavavaad ko badhaya. Aur hum
ne suraksha ki drishti se
avashyak kadam uthai hain.
Chaalis saal tak jo asaamaanya
paristhiti rahi, usko saamaanya
banane mein char mahine bhi
nahin lagenge.”

(The life and every part of
Kashmir lends greater strength
toIndia... Article 370 promoted
separatism. And keeping secu-
rity in mind, we took the nec-
essary step. The abnormal sit-
uation which prevailed for the
last 40 years, it will not take

38,BUSINESSMAN

Aurangabad businessman
Vijay Chaudhari, who opened a
PMC account in July, has been
struggling to fund the treatment
of his wife Sheetal (33), who is
suffering from kidney stones.

“She needed a couple of sur-
geries last year, whichIcouldn’t
afford. I sold my ancestral prop-
erty and managed todoone, the
next was planned for October,”
says Chaudhari. “She is in so
much pain, and bed-ridden. I
don’t know how I will buy her
medicines, leave alone the sur-
gery.”

“I have an on-site contract
business for a telecom firm.
They are yet to pay me my dues.
I have never asked for a single
penny from anyone, but now |
have borrowed money from
everywhere, including loan
sharks, to finish my projects so
thatIget my dues,” he says.

May have to put off
wedding

VIKAS SINGH
29,PVTEMPLOYEE

Vikas was all set to get mar-
ried in February 2020. “I had
been planning for sometime. [
had opened up my fixed de-
posits, which were maturing
shortly, to handle the expenses,”
he says.

An employee of a private
mobile manufacturer, Singh had
chosen PMC bank because of
the “ease of banking”. “In Virar,
where live, nationalised banks
have very few branches. The
PMC bank was near my house
and worked on Sundays. I had
researched before opening my
accounts, butall of thatis point-
less now,” he says. “l am trying
to get a personal loan from an-
other bank for the wedding. We
may have to postpone it, it is

Modi dares Opp to bring back 370

even four months to make it
normal.)

He accused the Opposition
parties of politicising the issue.
“You look at the statements
made by Congress, NCP... They
seem to be speaking on the
lines of the neighbouring coun-
try,” Modi said, without nam-
ing the leaders, as he appar-
ently referred to Pakistan.

Modi said there was “no dif-
ference” between what his
government preached and
practised. “Our decision on
triple talag was not confined to
welfare of Muslim women
alone, but also men. A Muslim
father and brother have appre-
ciated the decision. I dare the
Opposition, which is protesting
against it, to bring back the

PMC depositors stare at shattered lives

very stressful.”

Close to maxing credit
cards

DEVEN OBEROI
47,BUSINESSMAN

Vashiresident Deven Oberoi
and his father Gulshan had sev-
eral fixed deposits at the bank.
“We used to get monthly inter-
est, which was our primary in-
come,” he says.

The Oberois are now scram-
bling for funds as Gulshan un-
dergoes dialysis twice aweek at
the MGM hospital. “The medi-
cines for my parents, our elec-
tricity, other utilities bills... every-
thing was being handled by the
money in the bank. And now,
we have nothing,” says Deven.

Deven has written to the
hospital and some charitable
trusts to help with the cost of
dialysis. “I am close to maxing
out my credit cards, and  know
there will be consequences. But
I don’t have an option right
now,” he says.

Struggling to pay
employees

SANJAY LUND
38,BUSINESSMAN

The crisis hit home, says
Lund, when he was pulled up for
aparking offence near hishome
in Andheri. “I had no money to
pay the fine. I told the constable
you can take me to the police
station,” he says.

“I have two children. I em-
ploy five people in my shop, and
Ihaven’'t been able to pay them.
I don’t know if I should pay my
children’s school fee, our elec-
tricity bill or my EMIs with
whatever money I make,” says
the computer parts dealer.

Lund says he is receiving
support from his suppliers and

practice of triple talag,” he said.

Praising Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, he said:
“Under his leadership and vi-
sion, Maharashtra has emerged
as a leading state and made
huge contribution to the
Centre.”

Taking a dig at the
Opposition, Modi, without
naming any party, said the
“tired allies” can extend sup-
port to each other, but cannot
fulfil the dreams of
Maharashtra and aspirations of
its youth. Senior Congress
leader Sushilkumar Shinde had
recently remarked that both his
party and the NCP were “tired”.

Modi also appealed to
women to vote in large num-
bers.

employees. “But for how many
days cananyone wait?,” he says.
“lam trying to do as much work
as possible to ensure there’s
some flow of cash. But all of our
payments are done through on-
line transfer... now the bank is
shut.”

Who will pay for
daughter’s
education?

SHAMIMA SHAIKH
43,DOMESTICHELP

Shamima had a fixed de-
posit at the bank’s Andheri
branch for the last 20 years. “I
had saved close to Rs 3 lakh. It
was for my daughter’s college
education,” she says, with tears
inhereyes.

According to her eldest
daughter Anjum (21), her
mother “hasbeen cryingonand
off over the last three weeks”. “I
was to start college next year
and she had been saving forit. I
want to do a BSc and then a
BEd,” says Anjum, who doubles
up as a tuition teacher in the lo-
cality. Shamima hails from
Lucknow and came to Mumbai
after getting married. “My hus-
band was a rickshaw driver who
died inanaccidentin2001.Since
then, | have been the only bread-
winner for the family,” she says.

“I want my daughters
Anjum and Sakina to have abet-
ter life,[don’twant themtolead
thislife of poverty. If they geted-
ucated, I can get them married
one day,” she says.

“Itwould have been better if
I had stored the money in my
house. I was the first person
from my family to open a bank
account on my own. I feel that
the entire family back in UP is
laughing at me now. I have
nowhere to go for help,” says
Shamima.

chunav hua, Sansad ke gathith
hone ke baad, pehla satr jo hua toh
J&K ki Article 370 and 35-A ko
chutki bajaate hue samaapt kar
diya.”

(“You would say why didn’t
we do it last time. Preparations
were done. An incident hap-
pened. The Prime Minister made
up his mind. And you saw, this
time the 2019 elections hap-
pened, and as soon as the first ses-
sion of Parliament was held, we
ended J&K’s Article 370 and 35-A
with the snap of a finger.”)

At both the rallies, Singh also
lashed out at Pakistan and said
that he feels the “Partition of India
in 1947 was not correct”. He
pointed out that although the
two-nation theory was propa-
gated, which led to Partition and
the creation of Pakistan, by 1971
Pakistan gotdivided into twoand
Bangladesh was created. Singh
warned that if Pakistan does not
change its “way of thinking”, no-
body in the world can stop it from
further divisions.

Referring to cross-border ter-
rorism, Singh said Pakistan can
seek India’s help if it is “unable to
combat terrorism on its own but
has the intention todo so”.

Patna

sump houses remaining non-
functional till October 1, at least
60 per cent of Patna faced water-
logging. Atlow-lying areas, water-
logging lasted for 10 days, with
rescuers evacuating Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Modi and his fam-
ily from Rajendra Nagar.

The Urban Development
Ministry has blamed the PMCand
the state’s urban planning body;,
Bihar Urban Infrastructure
Development  Corporation
(BUIDCO), for the situation. The
PMC’s counter-affidavit shows
why.

In its submission, including
booklets and annexures, the cor-
poration described Patna as a
“problematic city” that is suffer-
ing from a “false urban memory
syndrome” inwhich thereis “rev-

erence for old times and scorn to
the new”.

“Ifthe city of Patna has to pro-
tect itself from becoming a dead
city, it has to come out from such
(a) syndrome and work towards
better urban planning and devel-
opment with a professional and
no-nonsense attitude,” the PMC
stated ina sectiononitsresponse
on civic challenges.

The PMC, which governs an
area of 109 sq km including most
of the capital, pointed out that
Patna is “part of floodplains of
Ganges and has a monotonously
flat relief with a saucer-shaped to-
pography and a slope in the
southern direction” (including
Rajendra Nagar).

In an annexure titled
“Whither the city of Patna?”, the
PMC stated that the topography
triggers acute water-logging in
the absence of a “planned
drainage system”. It said that “un-
organised settlements and un-
planned developmental activi-
ties” have added to the problem.

“The corporation has failedin
providing essential services to the
city and it has squarely failed in
regulating the unplanned con-
struction and uncontrolled
growth of slums,” it said. The af-
fidavit acknowledged that the
PMC was “not at all prepared to
take on urban challenges being
faced by modern cities across the
globe”.

It said that the storm water
drainage system had “neverbeen
developed in a systematic man-
ner”. “There is no separate lines
for drainage and sewerage and
most of the main drain lines are
nothing but big kuchha nalas
(non-brick and unplastered
drains). These big and also small
nalas are always filled with
garbage thrown by local people
and many of them have also built
their houses on the nalas,” said
the PMC.

Pointing out that 225 MLD
sewage is generated in the city per
day, half of which flows into the
Ganga and remaining into ground

water, the PMC stated: “Main
problem is the sewage network
systemas only 20 per cent house-
holds are connected with the net-
work and 50 MLD sewerage
reaches up to STPs (sewage treat-
ment plants)... more than 80 per
cent households have their own
septic tanks or open discharge
which itself is a threat to heath
and sanitation.”

Blaming “institutional failure”
for the situation, the PMC told
court that its “fourth grade sani-
tary workers have been exploited
in the system and are poorly
paid”. “The corporation is miles
away from digitisation and has
been functioning in a primitive
way. The billion dollar corporation
properties have been en-
croached,” it claimed.

Inits submission —its seventh
supplementary counter-affidavit
in the case of 2016 — the PMC
stated thatit hasto “rise from(the)
asheslike (a) phoenix” and putin
place a ward-centric decen-
tralised system with close moni-
toring by ward members.

Kishori Das, former state gen-
eral secretary of People’s Union
for Civil Liberties (PUCL) who has
filed an interlocutory plea after
the PMC’s submission, told The
Indian Express: “The PMC's help-
lessness can be seen through its
response. Civic agencies are en-
gaging in a blame game, and we
are looking at the court to find a
workable solution.” Das currently
heads the Vanchit Samaj Morcha.

When contacted, PMC
Commissioner Amit Kumar
Pandey said: “We have taken up
anumber of measures toimprove
the drainage system. Itis acumu-
lative effort with other agencies.
Right now, we are tackling the
challenges of water-logging.”

Varsity action

freedom of speech, as well as to
mark BSP founder Kanshi Ram’s
death anniversary. Of the six ex-
pelled, three are Dalit students
and three OBC.

“The decision to revoke the ex-
pulsions was taken by taking into
consideration the future of the
students and to keep up the at-
mosphere of discipline and learn-
ing on the campus,” V-C Shukla
said ina statementon Sunday. “In
educational institutes, if we pun-
ish the students for their mistakes,
then we also try to bring about
improvement in them and make
available maximum opportuni-
ties of education to them,” he said.

“After today’s meeting, it has
been decided to constitute an in-
quiry committee to investigate
the broad reasons of the (October
9)incident, toidentify the persons
participating in the incident, and
to listen to the students con-
cerned. The committee will have
teachers and (university) officials
representing all sectionsas mem-
bers,” he said.

While the students have re-
ceived “showcause” notices from
Wardha Resident Deputy
Collector, asking them to explain
their stand on October 16, they
were informed on Sunday that
they would not have to offer any
explanation. The notice is dated
October 11,aday after the univer-
sity officials wrote to Bhimanwar
about the alleged violation of
MCC. “The notice was issued im-
mediately after we received the
letter from the university. We is-
sue such letters as a standard op-
erating procedure on receiving
any complaint of alleged MCC vi-
olation by anyone. But we will im-
mediately inform them not to
come to give any explanation
now,” said Bhimanwar,

Reacting to the university’s
decision, Chandan Suraj and
Rajneesh Kumar Ambedkar, two
of the students, said: “Itis a vindi-
cation of our stand that we have
the right to express our opinion
and take a stand on issues.” The
remaining four students are:
Neeraj Kumar, Rajesh Sarthi,
Pankaj Vela and Vaibhav
Pimpalkar.
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MUKHYAMANTRI KIRAYEDAR BIJLEE METER SCHEME

INSTALL ‘TENANT METERS’ TO AVAIL 200 UNITS OF FREE ELECTRICITY.
NO NOC REQUIRED FROM THE LANDLORD

DETAILS OF MUKHYAMANTRI KIRAYEDAR BIJLEE METER SCHEME

These meters will be prepaid
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Tenants have to provide only two documents to get the meter

Rent / Lease agreement or ‘ ID Proof
Rent receipts for the last three months

No NOC required from landlord

Call on the following numbers to get a meter installed

| BSES Yamuna 19122 | BSES Rajdhani 19123 | Tata Power 19124

Charges:
| Security: Rs. 3,000 (Refundable) | Upto 5 KW: Rs. 3000 + 18% GST

LANDLORDS NEED NOT WORRY

Landlords do not need to worry. There can be no claim of ownership
of your property as these meters are being installed under the
"Mukhyamantri Kirayedar Bijlee Meter Scheme". The meter will have
a sticker stating that these are meters for tenants.

* In comparison with cities/states likes Noida, Mumbai, Punjab, Bengaluru.

upapurﬂﬁneﬁia com —
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4 HARD L O O K EMERGENCY POLLUTION MEASURE

IN JANUARY 2016, when it was first intro-
duced in Delhi, the phrase “shock measure”
was widely used to describe odd-even in me-
dia coverage as well as policy circles. It was
the national capital’s maiden tryst with the
radicalidea that one's licence plate, or date in
the calendar, could determine whether or
not they can drive on roads.

Three years on, the novelty factor that de-
fined the policy may have largely worn off,
but Delhi, its authorities and people are gear-
ing up for another round of the drive, sched-
uled from November 4-15.

This time around, though, the policy has
the force of law by virtue of being one of the
measures enlisted under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP) to tackle pol-
lution, which is implemented by the
Supreme Court-appointed Environment
Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority.

According to GRAP, odd-even should au-
tomatically come into force once air quality
enters the ‘severe plus’ or ‘emergency’ zone
and persists for 48 hours or more.

In this case, however, the
Delhi government has an-
nounced the move as a pre-
ventive measure based onin-
puts that air quality may
witness a drastic drop in the
first week of November due
to adverse meteorological
conditions and stubble burn-
ing in neighbouring Haryana
and Punjab.

The Indian Express spoke
to departments and agencies
entrusted with rolling out
the initiative, attempting to
piece together the measures

2 lakh taxis

FLEET

VEHICLES ON
CAPITAL ROADS

35 lakh cars of which 3.8 cars.
lakh are private CNG cars

65 lakh two-wheelers
95,000 auto-rickshaws
71,100 e-rickshaws

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

In fact, on October 9, Indraprastha Gas
Limited (IGL), which supplies CNG to over 10
lakh vehicles in Delhi-NCR through 500 sta-
tions, wrote to the government that “ex-
empting CNG cars from the odd-even
scheme would strengthen” the Delhi gov-
ernment’s anti-pollution action plan.

“CNG is a non-polluting fuel, most com-
monly known as clean fuel. The use of CNG
as an automotive fuel results in significant
reductionin the level of vehicular pollutants
CO, HC,NOX, SOX, Pb and particulate matter.
Additionally, its usage also results in reduc-
tion in emissions of greenhouse gases ow-
ing to the lower carbon-to-hydrogen ratio of
methane as compared to other hydrocarbon
fuels,” wrote a senior executive of IGL.

Moreover, at two separate meetings on
September 23 and October 7 at the Delhi
Secretariat, a decision was taken that IGL
would procure 7 lakh tamper-proof holo-
grams and distribute them among CNG ve-
hicle owners from October 15 onwards at 70
fuel stations between 8 am and 10 pm. The
IGL also hired an agency to
maintain data, verify records
and paste the holograms or
stickers on the windshield of

But on Saturday, Kejriwal
announced that private CNG
cars won't be exempted dur-
ing the odd-even drive,
pointing out how the stickers
were widely misused during
the last two phases of the
scheme in 2016. In its pres-
entation to the government,
IGL had stressed that it had
taken special care to ensure

being taken to ensure a
smooth ride for Delhi during
that period.

Transport
Department

Fromissuing a gazette no-
tification to keeping an eye out
forviolators, the lion's share of
the work related to odd-even
lies with the Delhi govern-
ment's Transport Department.

The department, which
operates out of a decades-old
building complex in Civil
Lines, also has to coordinate

BUSES

1,704 Cluster

buses

12.24 lakh:
Average daily ridership
3,879 DTC buses

33 lakh: Average daily
ridership

METRO

377 km:
DMRC
network
(including Noida-Greater

non-duplication of stickers
this time round.

“The CNG stickers are en-
abled with unigram technol-
ogy, wherein the unique pat-
tern showcased in the
unigram line of the stickers
can only be seen through
specially made readers. IGL
has procured around 1,000
such readers, which would
be handed over to Delhi
Police for random checking.
The stickers will also be visi-
ble from a distance. All the
stickers are embedded with

with other public transport NoidaAquaLine) unique numbers.
operators, including the 274 stations “IGL s also developing an
Delhi Transport Corporation  parpc average daily appwhere adatabase of all ve-

(DTC), the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) and the
Delhi Traffic Police.
Additionally, the depart-
ment was directed by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
share its observations on cat-
egories that should be ex-
empted from the scheme.
Two of its recommendations

ridership: 27 lakh
(passenger counted once
irrespective of lines taken
toreach a destination)

DMRC average line
utilisation daily: 55 lakh
(calculated based on lines
taken by a commuter to
reach a destination)

hicles with these stickers
would be maintained. Records
canbe fetched by punchingin
the numbers on the stickers.
The app would also be shared
with police,” IGL wrote.

The question of two-
wheelers and the depart-
ment’s categorical sugges-
tion on not exempting these

have been accepted by the
government, while one has
been kept pending.

Vehicles driven by alone woman or ones
in which she has female co-passengers or
children below 12 years of age will not have
to follow licence-plate restrictions.

The department was initially in favour of
exempting all categories of CNG vehicles as
well. But the suggestion was tweaked at the
last minute, bringing private CNG cars under
the scheme’s ambit.

Epaper-.m).ess. com

have put the government in
a quandary — mainly be-
cause it clearly pointed out that exempting
two-wheelers, which form 88% of the city’s
vehicular fleet, will seriously undermine the
potential benefits that may arise out of the
scheme.

Kejriwal concurred with the depart-
ment’s view, but also conceded that the ex-
isting public transport infrastructure, mainly
in terms of buses, is inadequate to meet the
demand that is likely to be triggered if re-

Odd-Even

. Vehicles withnumber  Vehicles with number
“\r\ plates ending in plates ending in
e | 0,2,4,6,8 can ply 1,3,5,7,9 can ply

3.0

From November 4-15, the road space rationing

policy will be enforced in the city —a

preemptive move by the Delhi government to

offset the effects of crop burning and cold

weather. SOURAV ROY BARMAN looks at how

different bodies have to work together to
ensure there are no bumps on the road

Hit & trial across the world

MALLICA JOSHI

BEFORE DELHI had its first tryst with
the odd-even road space rationing
scheme, several cities across the
world had tried it out, with some re-
alising it works only as an emergency
measure.

Among the first countries in the
world to experiment with the
scheme was Mexico City and vicin-
ity towns. The scheme allowed for a
fifth of all registered cars to ply on
each of the weekdays. The distinction
was based on the last digit of the
number plate. What started as a pro-
gramme implemented only in win-
tersin 1989 became a permanent re-
striction in 1990.

But the city’s experience has not
been the best. Several studies have
shown that once the restriction be-
came permanent, people bought sec-
ond-hand, more polluting vehicles
with aregistration number ending in
a digit different than their first car to
beat the system.

Beijing, among the most polluted
cities in the world, also decided toim-
pose similar restrictions on private
cars after the 2008 Olympics. Three
years later, the administration fol-
lowed it up with a lottery system for
buying cars, where only a set number
can be bought each week. The capi-

tal city also added toits infrastructure
in the form of more buses and Metro
expansion.

Paris also started imposing restric-
tions on vehicles based on the num-
ber plate in 2014, but the measures in
the French capital come into force
only when air quality dips drastically
—insome cases, only for aday. Other
cities such as Bogota, Jakarta and Sao
Paulo have also implemented the re-
striction with varying degrees of suc-
cess.

But restriction based on number
plates is not the only form of road-
space rationing. Among the most
popular is congestion pricing -- pay-
ing a fee or toll if you want to drive to
a congested part of the city. In
European cities, it is the city centre or
business districts.

Delhi, too, has been mulling con-
gestion pricing for two-three years
but the lack of one central business
district has been a hurdle.

“When the government was con-
sidering odd-evenin 2015, several ex-
perts told us that congestion pricing
was a more effective method which
also works in the long run. But when
we studied it further, we realised that
in a city like Delhi, where there are
several congested zones, the policy
will be impractical and will cause a
lot of pain to residents,” said a senior
government official.

strictions are imposed on the plying of
around 65 lakh two-wheelers.

However, the government has, in princi-
ple, accepted the suggestion to go for stag-
gered working hours in offices.

DTC

The corporation will engage 2,000 pri-
vate buses during the odd-even period. The
DIMTS, under which the orange cluster buses
come, has been asked to ensure “optimum
utilisation of its fleet”. The city’s public bus
fleet stands at around 5,500, well under the
requirement of 11,000.

Around 2,000 buses are at various stages
of procurement. However, Transport
Minister Kailash Gahlot said that apart from
the 25 cluster buses inducted in August, the
city is not likely to get more than 100 before
odd-even comes into effect. A week before
that, on October 29, the free rides scheme for
women on DTC buses will be implemented,
which will increase the challenge of meet-
ing the expected commuter rush.

Gahlot said private buses will be hired ata
fixed rate of Rs 50 per km. During the first
phase of odd-even, as many as 6,000 private
buses, with ‘Paryavaran Bus Sewa’ stickers
pasted on them, were pressed into service.
This included around 600 DTC buses on school
duty as winter holidays were on at that point.
However, school buses could not be roped in
in the second phase of odd-evenin April 2016.
Around 600 buses were eventually hired then.

Meanwhile, directions have also been is-
sued to the DTC to enhance its helpline staff
and teams to monitor breakdowns.

DMRC

The Delhi Metro will run 60 additional
trips daily to cater to demand during the odd-
even period. The corporation has also been
directed to press more feeder buses into serv-
ice to bolster last-mile connectivity.

Officials also pointed out that the Metro
network in 2016 was barely 214 km long. The
major Phase Ill corridors, including the 58-km
Pink and the 38-km Magenta lines, were far
from being operationalised. Today, the total
length of the DMRC network is around 377 km,
spanning Delhi and parts of Gurgaon, Noida,
Faridabad, Ghaziabad and Bahadurgarh. DMRC
will also deploy additional staff, including cus-
tomer facilitation agents and TVM operators,
especially during office hours.

Awareness campaign

The government plans to install 20 big
hoardings at 13 major entry points of the city.
Ten each of these hoardings will be placed
inside and outside Delhi’s borders. In total,
around 360 hoardings will be put up across
the 127 entry points of Delhi, according to an
official document.

“The awareness campaign shall also in-
clude neighbouring states and more empha-
sis is to be given to vehicles entering Delhi
from neighbouring states. Advisories will
also be issued for use of Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways by non-destined ve-
hicles during the drive,” it adds.

Among other measures, the government
has directed cab aggregators to desist from
implementing surge pricing during the du-
ration of odd-even. Around 5,075 civil de-
fence volunteers will be stationed at 200 lo-
cations across the city like last time to appeal
to drivers to turn back if found violating the
policy. Field functionaries have been directed
to be polite and careful towards persons with
varying degrees of disabilities.
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‘Economic
slowdown has
hit induction of
buses in capital’

Delhi Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot on delay in procuring
buses for the city, sticking to
targets and efforts being taken

to tackle pollution

What steps are you
taking towards
temporarily
augmenting public
transport system
during the odd-
even drive?

We have written
to Delhi Metro to take measures to handle
apotential rise inridership. They plan toin-
crease the number of trips by at least 60 per
day... We also need to keep in mind that
the Metro network has expanded substan-
tially as compared to the last two phases of
odd-even. We are also hiring 2,000 private
buses, which will be paid Rs 50 per km.

Two major policy measures, odd-
even and free rides for women, will
come into effect within the next
fortnight. Before that at least 300
buses were to be inducted. How will
the rush be tackled?

Induction of 300 buses looks a little
difficult now. But we are hoping that at
least 100 buses will join the cluster bus
fleet by October-end.

As per the timeline shared by the
government, the city is to get at least
2,035 cluster buses, including electric
buses, by May 2020. This seems to
have gone off track.

The economic slowdown has had a
major impact on induction of buses. The
delay is happening as vehicle manufactur-
ers, Tata Motors and Ashok Leyland, have
not managed to adhere to their commit-
ments. Their plants are often not function-
ing to full capacity. Ithappened even when
we visited the Tata Motors’ Lucknow plant.

Can the government meet the target
it has set for itself?

We will invoke the penalty clause,
whichis a part of any such agreement, on
the companies if the delay continues. The
penalty clause comes into effect if at least
25% of the product is not delivered within
three months of entering into an agree-
ment. The initial hiccups relating to in-
stallation of CCTVs and panic buttons,
and registration of buses have been tack-
led. The buses should start coming now.

As Environment Minister, what other
measures are you taking to tackle the
rising levels of pollution?

We managed to prevent largescale
bursting of firecrackers during Dussehra.
Many agencies are running drives to seize
firecrackers before Diwali. Shopkeepers are
ona tightleash. We are also coming down
heavily on dust pollution.
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Will fund
education of
Valmiki
children: CM

New Delhi: At the Valmiki
Jayanti celebrations held
at Red Fort Sunday, CM
Arvind Kejriwal an-
nounced that the Delhi
government would fund
the education of children
from the Valmiki commu-
nity after Class XII: “The
AAP government is the
only one that has worked
for the community. While
other parties could not
imagine children from
the community becom-
ing anything beyond san-
itation workers, we
dreamt of making them
doctors and engineers.”

Hit by truck,

mandies

New Delhi: A 45-year-old
newspaper vendor died
after a speeding dumper
truck hit his bicycle in
Khajuri Khas Sunday.

Man’s body

foundin park

New Delhi: The body of an
18-year-old man, with his
hands and legs tied up,
was found inside the Deer
Park in Dilshad Garden
Sunday. Police said the ac-
cused has been arrested.

2 held for
jobfraud

New Delhi: Two persons
were arrested for al-
legedly duping people on
the pretext of providing
themajobina private air-
line, police said. ENS

Bhim Army
chief protests
in Tihar Jail

New Delhi: The Bhim Army
Sunday claimed that its chief
Chandrashekhar Azad and other
members of the outfit lodged in
Tihar Jail were allegedly stopped
from celebrating Valmiki Jayanti,
a charge rejected by prison au-
thorities. The Dalit outfit made
the allegation through a tweet
from Azad’s account. Azad has
been facing trial over violence
during protests in the wake of the
demolition of a Ravidas Temple
and is lodged in Tihar since
August.

The outfit further claimed the
jailed members skipped meals
through the day and would not
eat until arrangements were
made to celebrate the event.

Delhi Social Welfare minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam said he
had spoken to Home Minister
Satyendar Jain who directed
Tihar administration “to make
arrangements to hold the cele-
brations.”

Meanwhile, Tihar DG
Sandeep Goel rejected the alle-
gation and said they were un-
true. Tihar AIG Rajkumar said,
“We had abhajanand he (Azad)
was going to participate... but he
backed out at the last moment.”

Kush Ambedkarwadi, media
coordinator of Bhim Army, later
said: “Around 6-7 pm, adminis-
tration made proper arrange-
ments. Sweets were distributed
and the fast was broken.” ENS

PuLpr FICTION

BOTH ARRESTED AFTER POLICE RAIDS

‘Men who snatched PM niece’s

bag wanted money for drug

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER13

A DAY after they allegedly
snatched the handbag of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s niece
Damyanti Modi, two men were ar-
rested Sunday. The woman was
gettingoutof anautoand was with
her husband and children when
the incident took place in Civil
Lines early Saturday morning.

Police said initial investigation
revealed that the duo, Gaurav
alias Noni and Badal, were in
North Delhi to buy narcotics but
did not have enough money.
Police said they followed the
woman for a kilometre on their
scooter and snatched her bag
when they saw a chance. They
then bought drugs from a dealer
and went to Sultanpuri.

Police said Gaurav was de-
tained from his mother-in-law’s
house in Sonipat by a special staff
team of the Central district, who
later handed him over to North
District police. Badal was arrested
from Sultanpuri after his elder
brother informed police about his
hideout. Special Cell and Crime
Branch teams had also been put
on the case so the accused are ar-
rested promptly.

The incident took place
around 7 am when Damyanti
(40), her husband and their two
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The accused, Gaurav (left) and Badal. Damyanti Modi (right) was with her husband and
children when the incident took place in Civil Lines Saturday. Express

daughters had just reached Shree
Delhi Gujarati Samaj in Civil Lines
from Delhi Junction Railway
Station. “My husband was of-
floading the luggage and I was in-
side the auto when the two men
came and snatched the bag from
my lap. The bag had two mobile
phones, Aadhaar cards of the
family, credit and debit cards and
Rs 56,000 in cash,” she said.
Police found CCTV footage of
the accused, which was shared
with all specialised police units.
“Gaurav was identified from
the footage and a team from the
North District went to Sultanpuri
to arrest him, but he managed to
escape. He took an auto to Uttam
Nagar, where he had been stay-

ing with his wife for the last two-
and-a-half months. The couple
then went to Sonipat, where his
wife’s mother lives. When he left
Sultanpuri, he switched off his
phone and used his wife’s phone.
His wife’s number was traced and
a Central district reached
Sonipat... At 4.25 am, the team
conducted a raid and arrested
him,” said a senior police officer.

During questioning, Gaurav
told police that he started con-
suming drugsatanearly age. “He
was apprehended thrice in
snatching cases as a juvenile. As
no dossiers of juveniles are main-
tained, there was no record of his
previous cases,” the officer said.
Police said his mother used to

Delhi govt tweaks norms to
rent space for mohalla clinics

Rent increased to Rs 35,000, area requirement reduced

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

TO MEET its goal of setting up
1,000 mohalla clinics by the end
of this year, the Delhi govern-
ment has tweaked its specifica-
tions for those willing to give
their property on rent for the
clinics.

While the government had
earlier said rent would not be
more than Rs 20,000 per
month, the new guidelines will
fix the maximum rent up to Rs
35,000. The minimum area for
setting up clinics has also been
reduced from 50-60 square me-
tres to 40 square metres.

In a public appeal through
an advertisement in June, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had requested the community
to send their applications to the
health department by August 6.

“We have been facing sev-
eral issues in setting up clinics
in posh areas as the rent in a
few colonies was higher than
Rs 20,000. The rent is decided
by the Public Works
Department on the basis of
land lease rules. Many areas
had to be ruled out because of
the limitations. Now, we have
decided to extend the rent rate
up to Rs 35,000,” said a senior
Delhi government official.

According to officials, the
government is planning to open
100 new mohalla clinics by the
end of this week. So far, there
are 210 such clinics in the city.

Earlier this month, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
had inaugurated 10 mohalla
clinics in CR Park, Greater
Kailash-I, Greater Kailash-II,
Shahpur Jat, Khirki Flats, Savitri
Nagar, Chirag Delhi and Sheikh

New guidelines will fix max rent up to Rs 35,000. Archive

Sarai areas.

“A meeting is scheduled
with the CM Monday. We are
working towards finalising the
areas. By the end of this week,
we might be able to start 100
more clinics. Many people had
applied under the scheme and
a scrutiny of the placesis being
done,” said the official.

The minimum requirement
for two toilets has also been
modified. According to officials,
many resettlement colonies do
not have much space.

“If the place has a single toi-
let and is fit to be used, we will
consider it. We also decided to
reduce the built-up area re-
quirement to 40 square metres
so clinics can be set up easily,”
added the official.

As per data provided by the
government, 1.62 crore patients
have visited mohalla clinics
from 2015 till July 2019. Of
these, 80% visitors comprised
women, senior citizens and
children.

In this year’s budget, Rs 375
crore has been allocated for de-
velopment of mohalla clinics
and polyclinics.

EXPLAINED

Behind the
scheme

AN AMBITIOUS initiative
to change the face of pri-
mary healthcare, the
project to set up Aam
Aadmi Mohalla Clinics
started in 2015. In 2016,
the government had an-
nounced it would build
1,000 such clinics. With
the process hitting a
roadblock after civic
agencies cited issues
such as unavailability of
land, blockage of water
pipelines and no power
supply, the government
decided to appeal to the
public to give them space
onrent.

work as an informer.

DCP(North) Monika Bhardwaj
said the duo were not wearing
helmets when they committed
the crime. “They had slowed
down near the auto so that the pil-
lionrider could take the bag. It was
unfortunate that they were not
caught beforehand for violating
traffic norms. We generally have
traffic personnel stationed in the
area but they were not there on
Saturday,” she said.

The DCP added, “We have re-
covered the woman’s bag along
with the cash, wrist watch, two
mobile phones and most of the
documents which were in it. We
have also recovered the scooter
used to carry out the crime.”
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Tiwari calls for NRC
citing rising crime in
city, AAP hits back

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER13

HOLDING “ILLEGALimmigrants”
responsible for 80% crimes in the
national capital, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Manoj Tiwari once again
raised the issue of implementing
the National Register of Citizens
(NRC) in Delhi Sunday. He made
the statement while referring to
the incident of chain snatching
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s niece on Saturday.

“As many as 80% crimes in-
volve illegal immigrants in Delhi.
That’s why I have been demand-
ing NRC (in the capital) but when-
ever I do so, (Chief Minister)
Arvind Kejriwal rises as their
shield,” he said.

“lamnot denying thatitis the
duty of the police to control
crime...But how is Delhi Police go-
ing to control crime when alarge
number of illegal immigrants are
living in different parts of the
city?” he said and added,
“Kejriwal should not take sides
with people doing such things.”

The Aam Aadmi Party hit
back, with AAP MP Sanjay Singh
slamming the BJP for politicising
“people’s lives and property”.

“Regardless of who commit-
ted the crime, irrespective of re-
ligion or caste,... infiltrator oralo-
cal, they need to catch the
perpetrators. The BJP should not
hideits failure... if Delhi Police was

As many as 80% crimes
in Delhi involve illegal
immigrants, claimed Tiwari

under CM Kejriwal today, law and
order would not have been in
such poor state. It was the CM
who got CCTV cameras installed
across the city. Today, the crimi-
nals who robbed PM Modi’s niece
have beenidentified and nabbed
because of these cameras,” he
said. Delhi Police reports to the
Ministry of Home Affairs, unlike
police in other states.

Thisis not the first time Tiwari
has raised the issue of NRC,
which, he claimed, will help iden-
tify and evict illegal immigrants
involved in crimes. He had called
for its implementation when a
journalist was injured after two
men snatched her bag.

Thereafter, Kejriwal, respond-
ing to a question on NRC imple-
mentation in Delhi, had said
Tiwari would be the first to be
evicted ifitis started.
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Air quality
dips further,
inches to
‘very poor’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER13

DELHI'S AIR quality inched fur-
ther towards the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory as the concentration of
particulate matter continued to
increase. Officials at the System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research (SA-
FAR) have forecast that the air,
which is in the ‘poor’ category
now, will touch the ‘very poor’
category by Monday, and dete-
riorate further Tuesday.

The Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP), which bans use of
diesel generators (except those in
emergency situations such as
hospitals and lifts in apartment
complexes) in the capital and
towns in its vicinity, will be im-
plemented from October 15.

Sunday’s air quality index
value was 266, as compared to
Saturday’s 222. The capital’s
week-long weather forecast says
temperature will be between 33
and 20 degrees Celsius, along
with calm winds. No rain is ex-
pected.

“All these factors — dipping
temperature, calm winds and ad-
dition of pollutants from crop
residue burning in Haryana and
Punjab is adding to the capital’s
pollution. We are expecting GRAP
restrictions to help check pollu-
tion sources,” said a CPCB official.

In Delhi for shooting competition,
Bihar teen found dead in hotel room

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

A 15-YEAR-OLD boy, who was in
the capital to to participate in the
North Zone shooting champi-
onships, was found dead under
mysterious circumstances inside
the bathroom of a hotel he was
staying at in South East Delhi’s
Pul Prahladpur.

DCP (South East) Chinmoy
Biswal said the boy hailed from
Bihar’s Nawada and studied at a
schoolin Dehradun. The compe-
tition is underway at Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range in
Tughlakabad and the boy’s event
was on October 17.

“We received a call at 12.30
pm from an OYO hotel, situated

on 60 Feet Road in Pul
Prahladpur. We rushed to the
spot and found the boy uncon-
scious. He was taken to Apollo
Hospital, where he was declared
dead on arrival. No injuries were
found. We have preserved his
body and a post-mortem will be
conducted Monday. We have in-
formed his family as well. Action
will be taken after ascertaining
the exact cause of death,” he said.

Police recorded the state-
ments of victim’s roommate,
team manager and hotel staff.
“The boy had gone for a bath
around 12.30 pm. A while later,
his roommate heard him shout-
ing. As the door was locked from
inside, he immediately informed
hotel staff. They entered the
bathroom though a window and

found him unconscious,” said a
senior police officer.

Team manager of the
Uttarakhand State Rifle
Association Amar Singh said the
boy was among 500 shooters
who had come to participate in
the tournament. “We had
booked rooms at the OYO hotel
on October 9... Apart from two
players, including the boy, the
rest of the team had left after
participating in the tournament.
[ was watching a match at the
range whenIheard about the in-
cident,” said Singh.

“lam not aware about the ex-
act cause of death, but the inci-
dent took place due to negli-
gence of the hotel. If it turns out
to be a case of electrocution,
strict action should be taken

After penalty warning, firm
speeds up CCTYV installation

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

AFTER THE Delhi government
warned Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) of imposing a Rs
16-crore penalty for “installing
CCTV cameras at a slow pace”,
the number of new cameras in-
stalled since has risen up by three
times. BEL is the executing
agency in Delhi government’s
CCTV project.

A senior official said that be-
tween August 23, when the
warning was issued, and
September 23, around 33,000
cameras were installed across the
city’s 70 assembly constituencies.
Under the project, each con-
stituency will get 2,000 cameras.

“The number of cameras that

o

Number of new cameras
installed has risen three-fold

have been installed are about
42,000 as of today. We are hop-
ing that BEL will complete work
around the deadline of November
22,” the official, who has access to
the daily monitoring report of the
project, said.

Daily reports regarding the
project are submitted to the Chief
Minister’s Office. While threaten-
ing to invoke the penalty clause,

the government had said that CM
Arvind Kejriwal has expressed
“strong displeasure over the un-
justified slow pace of work”.

According to the government,
BEL is under legal obligation to
complete installation of CCTVs
within nine months as per its
agreement with the government.
In case it fails to do so, it is liable
to pay a 10% penalty.

The contract was awarded to
BEL in November, 2018, and work
was supposed to begin in
February. However, the work
started in June. By August 23, only
11,000 CCTVs were installed.

Meanwhile, the government
has launched the second phase
of its CCTV project, under which
1.4 lakh more CCTVs will be in-
stalled, with the floating of two
tenders for 70,000 cameras each.

against them,” he alleged.

When contacted, an OYO
Rooms spokesperson said: “Our
heart goes out to the boy and his
family. The matter is currently
being investigated to determine
the cause of this unfortunate in-
cident. We are fully cooperating
with local police and will con-
tinue to do so in the entire
process. Safety and security of
guests and employees is of ut-
most priority at OYO.”

Ashok Mittal, secretary-gen-
eral of the Haryana State Rifle
Association, which is organising
the event, said: “The boy was in
the bathroom of the hotel where
he was staying when the unfor-
tunate incident took place. We
heard about it from his team-
mates in the evening.”

‘Man beaten to
death by wife
for drinking’

New Delhi: Frustrated by his
drinking habit, a 31-year-old
woman allegedly beat her hus-
band to death in Outer Delhi’s
Narela Sunday. Police said the
woman, Salma, was arrested and
a case of murder registered.

Police said the victim, Javed
Rahman (35), allegedly came
home drunk on Saturday. The
couple got into a fight and Salma
allegedly hit her husband with a
belt. Javed was found dead by his
brother in the morning. Gaurav
Sharma, DCP (Outer North) said,
“He was taken to a hospital, where
he was declared dead on arrival.”

Javed’s family alleged Salma
worked with DCW and would of-
ten get officials to threaten them.
ADCW official, however, said she
is “not an employee, only a vol-
unteer.” ENS

At DU, a project to preserve literature that once thrived at rly stations

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

COMIC BOOKS, newspapers and
magazines — for many people,
boarding a train without picking
up one of these is unthinkable.
Hidden in neatly arranged rows
of such literature, spread out in
nondescript book kiosks, is an-
other world — that of pulp fiction.
The books, mostly published lo-
cally and written in regional lan-
guages, stand out due to their
colourful covers, reminiscent of
Bollywood film posters of the
1970s and 80s.

This genre — a large part of
which is “detective fiction” — is
now being preserved by the
Centre for Academic Translation
and Archiving (CATA) of the
English department at Delhi
University.

Associate Professor Gautam
Chakravarty, who is overseeing
the project titled ‘Street Lit’, said
the process of collecting books
beganin 2017,and the centre has
collected around 200 books as of
now inseveral languages, includ-
ing Hindi, Assamese, Malayalam,
Odia and Manipuri.

“Indian street literature is a
largely neglected area of study, as

Epaper..nelss. com

most academics and institutions
are mainly engaged with canons.
By collecting and documenting
regional pulp literature, we aim
to restore the cheaply printed,
popular book as a significant cul-
tural artefact, as a commodity,
and also as a window into the
pedestrian aspirations of a mass
readership. Since libraries are
generally disinclined to collect
and preserve Indian regional
street literature, we hope to pre-
serve this corpus,” he told The
Indian Express.

The collection includes detec-
tive novels, magazines on every-
day crimes, mysteries, horror sto-

The centre has around 200 books in various Indian languages

ries, and guide books on every-
thing from traditional remedies,

sex and astrology. The books have
been sourced from bus stations,

kiosks inside railway stations, sec-
ond-hand book markets and
wholesalers in cities such as
Delhi, Meerut, Amritsar, Rewari,
Kokrajhar, Guwahati, Kochi,
Thrissur and Cuttack.

In Assamese, the centre has
collected books of the Dasyu
Bhaskar series, the fictional char-
acter created by Rongman (Robin
Dey), which was popular in the
state in the 1970s and 80s. “This
popular series of novels centres
around the protagonist of ‘Dasyu
Bhaskar’, who fights against anti-
social elements and criminals not
only belonging from Assam but
from around the world. In terms

of the characters, the ‘Dasyu
Bhaskar’ series has a more
Phantom-like Western flavour
and has political undercurrents of
indigenous Assamese people
against the non-Assamese,” said
Chakravarty.

Similarly,in Malayalam, there
are works of detective novelist
Kottayam Pushpanath, whose
two main lead characters are
Marxin and Pushparaj, modelled
around the characters of Sherlock
Holmes and Hercule Poirot. In
many of his stories, Marxinis usu-
ally the protagonist.

“In Odia, we have collected
the ‘Dasyu Ranjan’ series of books

written by Pramod Kishor Panda,
which was popular from the
1960s and until the 80s. All the
plots revolved around the main
protagonists of DasyuRanjan, the
dacoit who performed several
daring heists, and Inspector Bijay
Babu, the detective who always
failed to catch him by a whisker,”
said Chakravarty.

The Hindi titles include
Maut ki Chhaya and Laal
Nishaan by Surendra Mohan
Pathak, Hong Kong Mein Dakaiti
and License to Kill by Anil
Mohan, Gaddar Deshbhakt and
Honour Killing by Ved Prakash
Sharma, among others.
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Busy SCHEDULE

WITH PRIME Minister Narendra Modi and the BJP leadership
urging party leaders in Jammu and Kashmir to focus on devel-
opment activities, Ladakh MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal ap-
pears to be the busiest MP in the region. He has brought sev-
eral local leaders from different parties to the BJP and has also
taken a number of senior party leaders to the region to infuse
confidence among the youngsters — he also got ministers who
visited Ladakh to make announcements for the new Union
Territory. As infrastructure in the region has not developed
much, he has now launched a pilot project in four government
schools — a distance learning programme for students in
Classes IX and X. According to the MP, he wants to help the
Union Territory to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 4
— quality education — at the earliest.

THE INTERPRETERS

THE INDIAN diplomats who worked as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s interpreters during the informal summits
with Chinese President Xi Jinping at Wuhan and
Mahabalipuram are R Madhusudan and Priyanka Sohoni.
While Madhusudan, a 2007-batch IFS officer, was the inter-
preter during the Wuhan summit, Sohoni, an officer of the
2012 batch, was in the role this time. These two fluent
Mandarin speakers are the only people from the Indian side
aware of the conversations between Xi and Modi. While
Madhusudan is currently director in Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale’s office, Sohoni is First Secretary (political) at the Indian
Embassy in Beijing and special assistant to Indian ambassador
Vikram Misri. Interestingly, Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale
was the interpreter during PM Rajiv Gandhi’s 1988 China visit.

STAR EMPLOYEE

DIWALI SEEMS to have come early for a railway employee. The
senior engineer of a wagon workshop in Adrain South Eastern
Railway has become the toast of the organisation after win-
ning Rs 7 crore on the TV game show Kaun Banega Crorepati.
While his participation did not receive much attention, the
news of him winning the huge sum has drawn the attention of
senior officials in Delhi. The episode will be aired next week.

Andhra govt

launches water
erid project

Aims to provide clean drinking
water to every household by 2022

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 13

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment has launched an ambitious
project to provide a drinking wa-
ter connection to every house-

hold in the state by 2022.
Panchayati Raj and Rural
Development Minister P

Ramachandra Reddy said on
Sunday that the statewide water
grid project would ensure sup-
ply of clean drinking water to
every household from 2022 for
at least the next 30 years.

Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Minister Botsa Satyanarayana
said groundwater levels in the
state have fallen to below 1,100
feet in districts like Anantapur,
Chittoor, Srikakulam and
Vizianagaram. “There is an im-
mediate need to augment water
supply in many of the districts.
The groundwater in Godavari
districts is getting polluted due
to aquaculture too. The govern-
ment plans to lay a massive net-
work of pipelines all over the
state to supply clean drinking
water,” he said.

“Supply of water through
tankers has been significantly in-
creased in Kadapa, Chittoor,
Nellore, Anantapur and Praka-
sam districts. The number of
habitations that receive water
through tankers has increased
from 591 in 2011 t0 6,267 habita-
tions in 2019. Kadapa and
Nellore districts face severe
shortage of drinking water in the
summer season. So, we have
come up with this water grid
plan,” he said.

Under the plan, drinking wa-
ter will be supplied to 46,982 ru-
ral area habitations and 99 urban
area habitations.

The project aims to provide
1418.49 million litres of water

EXPLAINED

Drasticdipin
groundwater
levelsinstate

DUE TO deficient rain in
some districts of Andhra
Pradesh, especially the Ra-
yalaseema region, ground-
water levels have dropped
to extremely low levels in
thelast 6-7 years. The state
pollution control board
has also warned that due
toincreaseinareaof aqua-
culture, ground water has
been polluted in East and
West Godavari districts
where fish processing un-

its are releasing polluted
water affecting the
groundwater.

daily to about 110 urban local
bodies in the state. Under the wa-
ter grid system, water from rivers
and canals would be sent toreser-
voirs which would then supply it
to households. Botsa said the pri-
ority would be cover the Rayala-
seema region, which frequently
reels under water scarcity.

Officials said the water grid
project is estimated to cost
Rs 46,675 crore — Rs 37,475 crore
is to be invested in the first phase
and Rs 9,200 crore in the second
phase. A loan of Rs 2,500 from
Asian Development Bank will
kick-start the project, officials
said. The state government has
decided to use Jal Jeevan and
MGNREGS schemes to execute
the project.
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Rahul Gandhi at a public meeting at Dharavi in Mumbai on Sunday. Nirmal Harindran
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 13

CLAIMING THAT 2,000 factories
had closed down in Maharashtra
owing to the economic slowdown
in the country, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday said the
“abysmal” condition of the econ-
omy was missing from the BJP’s
electoral discourse.

Referring to GST as ‘Gabbar
Singh Tax’ and blaming the Nare-
ndra Modi government for the
economic slowdown and rising
unemployment, he said, “He
(Modi) will talk about chand
(moon), go to Corbett national
park, but he will not talk about
PMC Bank or impact of ‘note-
bandi’. Who heads the PMCBank,
will he answer?”

Speaking at Dharavi, a Cong-
ress stronghold, Rahul said unem-
ployment in the country was ata
40-year high. “You have seen
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MAHARASHTRA

nothing yet. If the economy and
unemployment continue to re-
main like this, India will burn.”
“Rafale mein choriki. Pooradesh
jaanta hai ke Narendra Modi ne
apne mitra ko madat karne mein
Rafale mein chori karvayi (They
committed theftin the Rafale deal
The whole country knows that
Narendra Modi allowed theft to
help his friend). Now Rajnath
Singh goes to France. Have you
seen a defence minister go to
France? There is guilt. Jaante hain
ki isne chori ki hai. Isliye dikhana
pad raha hai (They know they
have committed theft, so they
have to put up a show),” he said.
Rahulalso addressed arallyin

Chandivali on Sunday ahead of
the October 21 Assembly polls.

He said that Modi has main-
tained silence on Nirav Modi, Lalit
Modi and Mehul Choksi. “We
don’t make false promises, we
don’t do ulti-seedhi baat. The
Congress knows how to work to-
gether with everyone and runthe
country,” he said.

“He (Modi) waived Rs 1.25
lakh of corporate tax for the rich,
but what about small store own-
ers?,”Rahul asked. “Modiji speaks
about Make inIndia and then goes
to have teawith the Chinese pres-
identin China,” he added.

“He shutdown industries and
stores. In Pune, look at the auto-
mobile industry, Maruti factory
was forced to shut down. In
Dharavi, leather industry hasbeen
destroyed. Unemploymentisatits
peak, and all Modiji talks about is
chand,” he said. “BJP is looting
money from the poor and giving it
to the rich...If you are Ambani,

Unemployment at its peak, all
Modi talks about is moon: Rahul

Adani you can take whatever you
want, you can take any public sec-
tor undertaking, you can take
Mumbai’s local train, you can take
a railway station, but if you are a
farmer, a small trader you won't
getarupee,” he said.

“Dharaviis a symbol of India’s
innovation and knowledge. But
Narendra Modi does not respect
it, he has no faith init. But it is
Dharavi that can make India. It is
Dharavi and no one else that can
compete with China,” he said.

He urged voters to choose
Congress to improve the eco-
nomic situation, reminding them
of policies former PM Manmohan
Singh introduced.

Also present in the rally,
Congress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge criticised the BJP govern-
ment over the trees chopped in
Aarey Colony for building a Metro
car shed. “Sena and BJP fight and
then come together for elections.
We must be aware of their tactics.”

BJP releases its manifesto for Haryana
polls; focus on farmers, women and SCs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 13

INTEREST-FREE LOANS for farm-
ers and people from the Sched-
uled Castes, free education for girls
from poor families and skill train-
ing for 25 lakh youths were am-
ong the key promises in the BJP’s
manifesto for the Haryana Assem-
bly polls released on Sunday.

BJP working president ] P
Nadda, Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, state party
chief Subhash Barala and several
other Cabinet ministers and MPs
were present at the event.

After making key announce-
ments from the manifesto, Kha-
ttar said fulfilling all the 248 prom-
ises made will cost the state
government around Rs 32,000
crore over a span of five years.

Calling the ‘Sankalp Patra a
“very serious and studied docu-
ment”,Naddasaid, “Thisis a prac-
tical, pragmatic paper. Itisdoable.

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar and BJP working president
JP Naddarelease the manifesto on Sunday. Jasbir Malhi

Manohar Lal Khattar has changed
theimage of Haryana.Itis not only
cosmetic change, but fundamen-
tal change as well. The political
culture of the state has been dras-
tically changed. The image of
Haryana was such that it was a
synonym for corruption and
nepotism. Today, Haryana is
bhrashtachaar-mukt, vikas-yukt”.

BYPOLLS FOR 11 UTTAR PRADESH SEATS

Oppn campaign rudderless against focused BJP

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 13

WITH SEVEN days to go for the by-
elections to 11 constituencies in
Uttar Pradesh, the BJP appears
more focused in its campaigning.
BSP chief Mayawati is unlikely to
hit the campaign trail and the
Samajwadi Party (SP)is stillunsure
whether party president Akhilesh
Yadav will be canvassing.

Local Congress leaders are not
sure whether party general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadrawill
campaign. Newly appointed state
Congress chief Ajay Kumar Lallu
said, “We are hoping she will co-
me. It depends on her schedule.”

In contrast, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will lead the cam-
paign for the BJP, addressing ral-
lies in each of the 11 constituen-
cies. State ministers, MLAs and
party office-bearers have been as-
signed specific responsibilities

and the leaders are camping at
their assigned constituencies for
thelast one month, state BJP vice-
president and election manage-
ment in-charge ] P S Rathore told
The Indian Express.

The bypolls will be held on
October 21 and the results an-
nounced on October 24.

Rathore said Adityanath will
addressralliesinall 11 constituen-
cies for three days starting
October 15. “On October 15, the
CM will address election meet-
ings in Kanpur’s Govindnagar,
Chitrakoot’s Manikpur, Luck-
now’s Cantonment and Pratap-
garh’s Sadar constituencies. Over
the following two days, he will
hold rallies in four and three seg-
ments, respectively,” Rathore said.

Deputy chief ministers Keshav
Prasad Maurya and Dinesh Shar-
maare already canvassing, he said.

Jalalpur and Rampur seats in
Ambedkar Nagar and Rampur
districts, respectively, were va-

In its manifesto, the BJP has
promised to give collateral free
loans of up to Rs 3 lakh to people
from Scheduled Castes, interest-
free croploanof up toRs 3 lakh to
farmers and free skill training with
anoutlay of Rs 500 crore to 25lakh
youths as well as loans to youths
for pursuing higher studies. For
women, the BJP has promised a

Yogi Adityanath

cated after BSP MLA Ritesh
Pandey and SP legislator Azam
Khan won in the Lok Sabha polls.
The other seats were won by the
BJPin the 2017 state polls.

Asked whether BJP’s national
leaders will take part in the by-
election campaign, Rathore said,
“The national leadership is occu-
pied with Assembly elections in
Haryana and Maharashtra.”

Rathore also said, “One state
minister and state unit office-
bearer has been assigned a con-
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“pink bus service”, sanitary nap-
kin-vending machines in villages
and cities, self-defence training for
school girls, fast-track courts to
hear cases of crimes against
women and a “Sushma Stree”
award for women working for
empowerment of women.

Opposition Congress and
Jannayak Janta Party termed the
manifesto a “jumla patra”.

State Congress chief Kumari
Selja said, “They failed to fulfill
promises made earlier. How are
they making new promises?”

JJP leader Dushyant Chautala
said, “As many as 75 promises
they made earlier remain unful-
filled and many of these have been
included in this manifesto.”

stituency(each); four MLAsandas
many office-bearers have been as-
signed to each constituency to
manage election affairs. For the
last one month, they are holding
conventions for different groups
such as youths, women and peo-
plebelonging to the Dalit commu-
nity in almost all constituencies.”
About the mainissues the BJP
will bring up during the campa-
ign, Rathore said, “Our mainissue
will be public welfare carried out
by the state and Central govern-
ments. Then there are the issues
of nationalism, including (abro-
gation of special status under)
Article 370, surgical strikes, etc.”
The SP, meanwhile, has assi-
gned two senior leaders for organ-
isational work in each con-
stituency, who, a senior party
leader said, are reporting to Akhi-
lesh “directly” on the ground situ-
ation over the last one month.
While a senior leader said Akhi-
lesh will not campaign for the by-
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Shah targets

B ‘ Chavan, Pawar

over corruption

MANOJ MORE
SATARA,OCTOBER13

TARGETING THE previous Cong-
ress-NCP government in
Maharashtra, Home Minister
and BJP president Amit Shah on
Sunday asked former Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan and
NCP chief Sharad Pawar where
the Rs 70,000 crore that was
supposed to be spent on irriga-
tion projects during their tenure
disappeared.

“Ajit Pawar spent Rs 70,000
crore onirrigation projects during
the tenure of the Congress-NCP
government in Maharashtra. I
want to know from Prithviraj
Chavan and Sharad Pawar where
this money disappeared...\Where
did the money disappear? Where
did the water go? Not a drop of
water has been made available,”
he said at a rally in support of BJP
candidates Atul Bhosale and
Udayanraje Bhosale in Karad.

While Atul is contesting
against Chavan from Karad South,
Udayanrajeis the BJP candidatein
the Satara Lok Sabha bypoll.

The BJP chief also challenged
Pawar to prove a “single corrup-
tion charge” against Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi and Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis. “If [
count corruption charges against

PMsand CMs from the Congress, it
will take me more than a week....”
Referring to the scrapping of
Jammu and Kashmir’s special sta-
tus, Shah said, “People like Prithv-
iraj Chavan are saying the issue
cannot be part of the state election
campaign.Iwantvoters toask Ch-
avanifheisinfavouroragainst the
abrogation of Article 370... want
to ask people whether the Kash-
mir issue should be part of elec-
tion campaigns or not,” he said.

The BJP president also spoke
about the Balakot airstrikes and
the surgical strikes. “During the
Manmohan Singh regime, terror-
ists freely went on a rampage,
killing our people and soldiers.
Now, with the airstrike and surgi-
cal strikes, the Modi government
has pushed terrorists and Pakistan
on the back foot...Humne unko
ghar me ghuske maara hai.”

Shah said whether it was the
issue of instant triple talag or NRC,
the Modi government has dealt
effectively. “Who are these infil-
trators? Are they relatives of
Congress leaders?..The problem
of insurgents will be resolved once
and for all,” he said.

Referring to crop damage
caused by rainin Satara, Shah said
the “government will do what-
ever is possible for the affected
farmers” after the Model Code of
Conductis no longer in effect.

Home Minister Amit Shah at a rally in Pune on Sunday. Express

Farm labourer hangs
self in Buldhana

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BULDHANA,OCTOBER 13

FIFTEEN kilometres from where
Maharashtra Chief Minister Deve-
ndra Fadnavis addressed an elec-
tion rally on Sunday in Buldhana,
Rajesh Talware (38), a landless
farm labourer; allegedly commit-
ted suicide by hanging fromatree.
While farmers’ outfits claimed
the suicide was a result of agrar-
iandistressin the state, the district
administration and the local po-
lice denied such claims.
Nirupama Dange, district col-
lector of Buldhana, said Talware
did notownanyland. “The appar-
ent cause of suicide does not seem
tobelinked to agriculture. He was
in bad terms with his father and
wife and had frequent disagree-
ments with them,” she said.
Head constable Prabhakar
Bagade from Shegaon rural police
station, who is investigating the
case, said, “He worked as a farm
labourer and his father cultivates

polls, SP national spokesperson
Rajendra Choudhary said a deci-
sionis yet tobe takenin this regard.

Choudhary said Akhilesh has
issued a written appeal to voters
in all 11 constituencies and is
“looking after the preparations di-
rectly” by holding regular meet-
ings with party workers.

A BSP leader told The Indian
Express that Mayawati will address
rallies in Haryana and Maha-
rashtra but not in Uttar Pradesh.
“The polls in the other states are
more important(than the bypolls
in UP) for the party at the mo-
ment,” the leader said.

State Congress chief Ajay
Kumar Lallu said, “All senior lead-
ersin the state have beenassigned
constituencies directions from
Priyanka Gandhi. The star cam-
paigners will soon start cam-
paigning. All our MLAs are star
campaigners and former state
president Raj Babbar will also be
our star campaigner.”

While farmers’ outfits
claimed the suicide was
aresult of agrarian
distress, administration
and police denied this

crops on an encroached piece of
land. We did not find any out-
standing debt he was in,” he said.
Talwareis survived by his parents,
wife and three children — two
sons 13 and 12 yearsold and a 10-
year-old daughter. Talware’s wife,
Bagade said, had been unwell for
long and this led to problems in
the family.

The proximity of the suicide
spot to the place where the Chief
Minister addressed a public rally
created some ripples in both the
BJP and the Opposition.

Also, when Talware was found
hanging, he was wearing a t-shirt
distributed by the BJP among its
supporters during the ongoing
election campaign.

BJP’s win will
ensure fall of
Cong govt in MP:
Vijayvargiya

Bhopal: Less than a week before
campaigning draws to a close for
the by-election to Jhabua assem-
bly seatin Madhya Pradesh, sen-
ior BJP leader Kailash Vijayvar-
giya Sunday claimed BJP’s victory
will ensure fall of the Congress
government led by Kamal Nath.

“You elect Bhanu Bhuria (BJP
candidate) and we will see to it
that Madhya Pradesh gets rid of
Kamal Nath government,” the
BJP general secretary said at an
election rally in Jhabua.

“Jhabua by-election will bring
a crucial change in the country’s
politics. You have been given are-
sponsibility to script the future of
MP,” Vijayvargiya said. He took
outavehicle rally in the tribal-do-
minated constituency on Sunday.

Currently, the ruling
Congress has 114 seats while the
BJP has 108 in the 231-member
Assembly. ENS
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Srinagar: An Army jawan was
killed on Sunday when
Pakistani troops violated the
ceasefire along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Baramulla
district of Jammu and
Kashmir, an Army official
said. The Pakistani troops vi-
olated the ceasefire in north
Kashmir’s Uri sector by re-
sorting to unprovoked firing
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on Indian posts, the official
said. The Army jawan, who
was injured in the Pakistani
firing, was taken to a medical
facility for treatment, where
he succumbed, he said. The
Army is giving a befitting re-
ply to Pakistani aggression.
Pakistan Rangers also vio-
lated the along the IB in
Kathua district. PTI

Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu
participates in a motorcycle ride from Yingkiong to
Pasighat, on Sunday. P11

Munger: Two arms smug-
glers were arrested on
Sunday and four firearms
were recovered from their
possession in Bihar's Munger
district, police said. They
were arrested from Morcha
Tola under the jurisdiction of
Naya Ramnagar police sta-
tion during a drive against
arms smugglers and crimi-
nals, a police officer said.

EAST
2 arms smugglers arrestedin

Bihar, 4 guns seized

Three country-made pistols
and a rifle were seized from
them, Maharaj said, adding
that during interrogation, the
accused said they used to sell
firearms to Maoists. They
used to sell a firearm for Rs
15,000- 20,000. People have
been asked to get in touch
with the police if they have
any information regarding
smugglers, the DIG said. PTI

Mumbai: One person died
and five others were injured
after a fire broke out in a
building in Girgaon area on
Sunday. The deceased was
identified as Uttam Kumar
(22), who worked as a
labourer in one of the shops
inthe building. The fire broke
outat 6am in the four-storey
building. Two firemen were
injured during rescue opera-

WEST
Onedead, five injuredin fire

in Mumbai building

tions. The fire brigade was
able torescue 10 people from
the building. Sources said the
fire spread due to com-
bustible material, including
mobile phones in shops, as
well as other electronic
items. The fire officials were
able to arrest the conflagra-
tion by evening and had
started cooling operations
on Sunday night. ENS

Bengaluru: The search for a
tiger involved in the deaths
of two farmers on the fringes
of the Bandipur Tiger
Reserve, on the Karnataka-
Tamil Nadu border, ended on
Sunday with Karnataka for-
est officials capturing the
tiger alive after a five-day op-
eration. “The tiger was shot
with tranquilizers and cap-
tured alive,” said Karnataka

SOUTH
Maneater captured after

S-day operation in Bandipur

Forest Minister C C Patil. The
tiger is being moved to the
Mysore zoo to be kept in cap-
tivity officials said. Drone
cameras, six elephants, and
nearly 140 camera traps were
deployed by the Karnataka
forest department to find the
tiger suspected to have killed
two farmers since September
on the fringes of the
Bandipur Tiger Reserve. ENS

Teacher’s friend, who was his

business partner, under probe

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
& ATRIMITRA
JIAGANJ,OCTOBER 13

A FRIEND and business partner
of Bandhu Prakash Pal, who was
found murdered with his wife
and five-year-old son in West
Bengal’s Jiaganj, is under the
scanner of investigators probing
the triple murder case.

Pal’s relatives have accused
Souvik Banik, a resident of
Rampurhat town in Birbhum
district, of being involved in the
crime. According to police
sources, Banik has a history of
duping people after taking
money from them in the name
of business investments and
chain marketing systems.

Pal (40), a primary school
teacher also involved in a net-
working-based business, his
wife Beauty (30) and their son
Angan (5)were found murdered
at their home in Lebu Bagan,
Jiaganj, on Tuesday.

Banik and several others
have been detained and are be-
ing interrogated. Raids have also
been conducted in areas near
Rampurhat to nab the assailants,
who may have been hired for the
murders.

Investigators at the scene of the crime in Jiaganj,
Murshidabad district, on Sunday. Partha Paul

“Anumber of people, includ-
ing Pal’s relatives, have been
questioned and he (Banik) is
among them. We have found
that the victim not only gave
cash to this person, but also
money loaned against his wife’s
account. This led to altercations
between them. This person
(Banik) has a record of duping
people in the name of business
investments and chain market-
ing. However, he is only one of
the leads we are following. We
will crack the case soon,” said a
police officer.

Police sources said Banik and

Gujarat govt pulls
up school panel for
‘absurd’ questions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 13

THE GUJARAT government has
initiated action against the exam-
ination committee of Sufalam
Shala Vikas Sankul group of
schools in Mansa taluka of
Gandhinagar, over two controver-
sial questions in the internal ex-
aminations of Class9and 12 held
on Saturday.

The questions asked in
Gujarati were: “What did
Gandbhiji do to commit suicide”
and “Write acomplaint to district
police on the increasing menace
of liquor sale and people who
drinkinyourarea” indry Gujarat.

“We have decided to serve a
notice to the Sankul. Both ques-
tions are not only absurd but also
causing negative psychological
impact on students,” Education

Minister Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama told The Indian
Express.

The Sufalam Shala Vikas
Sankulin Mansa talukais a group
of 33 grant-in-aid and three self-
financed secondary and higher
secondary schools.

It has one examination com-
mittee that sets the question pa-
per and undertakes the evalua-
tion process. It has nearly 3,000
students in Class 9 and 12.

However, Sankul convenor SP
Patel said, “The reference to the
question on Gandhiji’s thought
oncommitting suicide is there in
the Gujarat State School Textbook
Board (GSSTB) curriculum text-
book. Also it is there in his auto-

Pal were partners in various
marketing chains. Pal gave Banik
Rs 7 lakh borrowed from the
market at high interest rate and
Banik did not return it, said the
sources.

Sources said Banik used to
frequent Pal’s house and got his
wife Beauty to open three bank
accounts. Loans were taken
against these accounts with Pal
as guarantor and that sum too
was taken by Banik, police
sources said.

“Two years ago, Pal went
with his family to his in-laws’,
alsoresidents of Rampurhat,and

Banik was called there. He was
asked to return the money and
this led to an altercation,” said a
police officer.

Police have also found that
Banik owed money to several
others, including a woman from
whom he took Rs 10 lakh for in-
vestment in a drinking water
plant. The woman had lodged a
police complaint.

Beauty’s brother, Sakkhi
Gopal Mondol, said, “I had told
my brother-in-law to avoid
Banik. He is a dangerous man
and has connections with anti-
social elements. But my brother-
in-law did not listen.”

Pal’s cousin, Bandhu Krishna
Ghosh, was called by police and
Banik was brought face to face
with him and questioned.

“Banik was the business
partner and one of my brother’s
closest friend. He used to take
loans from the market and give
money to Banik. I asked him
why my brother gave him
money regularly when his own
financial condition was poor.
Banik lied to police about the
amount my brother gave him,”
Ghosh said, adding, “After the
murder, Banik disappeared.
Why would a friend hide? We
believe he is the key to all this.”
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Security personnel check a vehicle in Srinagar. Shuaib Masoodi

Low-intensity blast in
Budgam, no casualty

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 13

MILITANTS ON Sunday carried
out a low-intensity explosion in
central Kashmir's Budgam dis-
trict, J&IK Police said. There was,
however, no loss of life or any
damage due to the explosion
that took place inan abandoned
vehicle, said police.

“Terrorists today carried out
a low-intensity explosion at
Wathoora-Dooniwararoad near
Sheikhpora in District Budgam.
The low-intensity explosion was
carried out by the terroristsinan
abandoned vehicle. Noloss of life
or injury was reported in this in-
cident. Officers from the local
police station attended the ter-
ror crime spot,” police said in a
statement on Sunday.

Soon after the blast, the area
was cordoned off and senior of-

ficers reached on the spot. The
blast came close on the heels of
a grenade attack by militants in
Srinagar, which left seven peo-
ple injured. On Saturday after-
noon, militants lobbed a grenade
at the Hari Singh High street area
of Srinagar.

With shops and business es-
tablishments still closed, road-
side vendors have put up stalls
in some parts of Srinagar, includ-
ing the Hari Singh High street
area. The attack on Saturday trig-
gered panic in the area and not
many vendors turned up on
Sunday.

“Many people were setting
up stalls here for the last many
days. But after yesterday’s attack,
the number is less today,” said
Ali Mohammed, a vendors at
Jehangir Chowk, located close to
the site of attack. Security forces
had deployed more personnel in
the area on Sunday.

LEASING OF 3.9 & 04 TONNES BG COMPARTMENT OF FRONT LWLRRM, FRONT SLRS & REAR SLR

IN MAILIEXPRESS & PASSENGER TRAINS

Station

Tender Motice C/24 of 2019 Dated: 10.10.2018. Sr. Divisional Commaercial Manager, Morthaast Frontier Rallway, Lumding Division, Lumding, Assam-TE244 7
for and on bahall of the Presidant of India invites open tendar in saaled cover from interested Registerad Leasa holdar(s) of Category ‘A' & 'B' of N.F. Railway
Head Quarters or Lumding Dwision lor leasing of 2.8 & 04 lonnas BG compariments of Front LWLBRM, Froni SLRs & Rear SLA lor carying of parced
packages by MallExpress & Passenger Trains, onginating from Lumding Division of M.F, Ralhway. The carrying capacity (CC) of all SLR compartments (Front
& Hear) is 04 1onne & the CC of all LWLRRM (Front) 5 3.9 tonna, The panod ol contract is 05 (Five) years only Inom the dale ol awarding the sama o the
ELconEsiul Baaaar(s)
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Northeast monsoon onset on Oct 17: IMD

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE,OCTOBER 13

EVEN AS the southwest mon-
soon lingers on, the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said that the northeast
monsoon is all set to make an
onset over southern peninsular
India on October 17.

With the withdrawal of the
southwest monsoon severely
delayed, this means that the
southern peninsula will have lit-
tle respite from rainfall activity.
The southwest monsoon has
not fully withdrawn from parts
in the central, east and western
regions of the country so far.

With IMD issuing forecasts
suggesting of heavy to very
heavy rain over most parts of
Tamil Nadu, Pudducherry,
Karaikal, north interior
Karnataka, Kerala and Mabhe till
the middle of this week, atmos-

EXPLAINED

Surplus rainfall for
southernstates

THIS YEAR, during the June-September period, Karnataka
(18 per cent), Pudducherry (15 per cent), Kerala (5 per
cent),Tamil Nadu (1 per cent) recorded surplus rainfall. As a
result, these states are in a comfortable position with respect
to their water requirements even before the commencement
of the northeast monsoon. With both the Arabian Sea and
Bay of Bengal remaining warmer than usual in this post-
monsoon period, the upcoming season is expected to cause

storms, which in turn could cause above normal rain to the
southern states. However, the concern is how much more
rain can these areas withstand.

pheric conditions are becoming
favourable for the commence-
ment of the northeast monsoon,
also known as winter monsoon.

Generally, IMD declares the
onset of the northeast monsoon
when the the southwest mon-
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soon has withdrawn completely
till parts of north Karnataka,
Telangana and Odhisha and is
prevailing only over parts of
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Lakshadweep and Andaman
and Nicobar islands. Since the
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morrow (Monday) morning | |26 55616 Dn SCL-GHY Passenger Silchar Guwahati Daily FSLR-l, FSLR-Il & RSLR-I| 5040 |
where the teacher who set the 27. | 15605Up GHY- DBRG IC Express Guwahai Dibrugarh Daily FSLR-I, FSLR-I& RSLR-1| 6600
question paper has also been 28. | 15603 Up LLO Intercity Guwahati Lado Draily RSLA -1 3400
asked to be present. We follow 29. 115611 Up GHY - SCL Express Guwahati Silchar M, Th, 5a HSLR- 2020
therules laid downbythe Gujarat 30. 13!? $ EEL- E;HT EEAFHEEH Gﬂqlcﬂar NGLJWEHEI!I E-la W, F EEL: “ E:Lg -I: & ggll:g " | iﬁﬁ:g
. 1. [ 1561 nyi Polo Express uwahat aharagun aily LR -I, FSLA -l & .
gﬁl?;%?%%i?ﬁ?ﬁéﬁ;%ﬁﬁg 32. | 55820 Dn GHY-MNDP Passanger Guwahati I'.'Ian::ipi?har Deaily FSLR-I, FELA -l & RSLA - 1320
examinations.” he added 33. | 55676 Up DMR-AGTL Passenger Dharmanagar Agartala Daity FSLR-I, FSLR-I & RSLR - 1360
. L. 34. | 55680 Up DMR-AGTL Passanger Dharmanagar Agartala Draily FSLR -1, FSLR -l & RSLA -l 1360
Gandhinagar District | 15252579 Dn AGTL-DMR Passenger Aganala Dharmanagar Dally FSLR 1, FSLRI& ASLR-1| 1360
Education O‘f‘ﬁcer(DEO) Bharat | 155155575 Dn AGTL-DMR Passanger Agartala Dharmanagar Daily FSLR-, FSLA-II& RSIA1| 1360
Vadher said, “Alegal process has | 57 155678 Dn DMA-SCL Passenger Dharmanagar Siichar Daily FSLR-I, FSLA-l& ASLR 1| 1200
been initiated and the notice has 38. | 55677 Up SCL-OMR Passenger Silchar Dharmanagar Daily FSLR-l, FSLA-I& ASLA-I| 1200
been prepared. Today being 39. | 55662 SCL- MSSN Passenger Silchar Maishashan M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sa FSLR -l 880
Sunday, the notice will be served 40. | 55661 MSSN -SCL Passanger Maishashan Silchar M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sa FSLR -l B8O |
tothe gxaminationcommittee of [ |4 'r 55686 SCL-MSSN Fﬂﬁﬁeﬁ Silchar Maishashan M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sa FSLR - BB0
” 42 |55685 UP MSSN-SCL Passenger Maishashan Silchar M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sa FSLA - 880
the?gﬁlé?)lfi?q?:gloc‘;vt.ioninspec— 43. | 12508 Dn SCL- TVC Aronai Express Silchar Thiruwvananthapuram Central Thu FSLR-I, FSLAR-1& RSLR-1| 29480
hasbeenasked toinvestigate | et 2210 0n SCL- TVE Express Silchar | Thinvananthapuram Central Tu FSLR-1, FSLR-II& RASLR-1| 20480
tors 5 45. | 15601 Dn PS5 K. Express =ilchar Mew Delhi M FSLR-I, FSLA -l & RSLR -l 21120
the paper-setter to find outhow | 252350501 Dana Brahmanuia Express Silchar Dibrugarh Tu FSLR-, FSLR -1 & ASLR-1| 3160
thesequestionswereapartofthe | |%7 73178 On SCL-S0AH Kunchan Jungha Express|  Silchar Sealdah M, W, F FSLR -1, FSLA Il & ASLR-1| 14480
examination. We are also inquir- | [28 55663 Dn AGTL-SCL Passanger Aganala Slichar Daily FSLR-1, FSLA-I& ASLA-I| 3880
ingf these questionsareapartof | |45 155664 Dn SCLAGIL Passangar Sichar | | Agarials Dally FSLR I, FSLA-II& ASLR-1| 3880 |
the curriculumor not,” added the 50. | 13174 Dn AGTL-SDAH Kanchanjunga Express |  Agartala Sealdah Su,Tu, Th,Sa | FSLR-I, FSLA-II& ASLR-1| 15880
DEO. The reportis expected to be 51. | 14018 Dn Tripura sundari Express Agartala Anand Vihar Tarminal Th FSLR-l, FSLAR-Il& RSLR-1| 22080
submitted after one week. 52. | 15626 Dn Deoghar Express Agartala Decghar Sa F5LR-I, FSLR-1& RSLR-1| 7680
a3. | 13247 Dn KYO-RJPB Capital Express Kamakihya Rajendranagar T Tu, W, Th, F FSLR-, FSLR-I1 & RSLE - 5400
54. | 55812 KYQ-DBB Fasl Passenger Kamakhya Dhubri Daily FSLR <. FSLA -l & RSLA -l 2120
55. | 15815 Dn KYQ-DKGN I'C Express Kamakhya Dekargaon Daily FSLR-l. FSLA-I& RSLR-| 1640
56. 19710 Dn KYD- JP K Haulguru Kamakhya Lidaipur City Th FSLR-I, FSLR -1 & RSLR - 22840
57. | 15772 Dn KYQ-APDJ U'C Express Kamakhya Alipur Duar Jn. Daily FSLR -1, FSLA -l & RSLR -1 2240
58. | 15630 SHTT-TBM Nagaon Express Silghat Town Tambaram _Fr_ FSLR-I, FSLA-I& RSLA-1| 36820
withdrawal generally does not | |55. 55603 Up GHY-MBO Kalongoar Passenger Guwahati Mairabari Ly FSLR-I, FSLA-I& ASLR-1| 1520
happen before October 15, the 0. | 55604 Dn MBO-GHY Kalongpar Passanger ‘Mairabar ‘Guwahati Daity FSLR-l, FSLR-II& ASLR-I| 1520
onset of the subsequent mon- 61. |55682 AGTL —BENA Passenger Agartala Balonia M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sa FSLR -1 1000
soon is not attempted prior to 52. | 55684 AGTL -BENA Passenger Agartala Balonia M. Tu, W, Th, F, Sa FSLR - 1000
that. Even though the delayed | |52 535681 BENA-AGTL Belonia _Agartala M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sa_ FSLR -1 1000
exit of the southwest monsoon 64, | 55683 BEMA-AGTIL Belonia Agartala M. Tu, W, Th, F Sa FSLAR - 1000
. : 65. | 190306 Dn KY-INDB Express Kamakhya Indora Jn (=11 FLWLRBEM 20582
has not interfered with the on- | - 16655654 Do Ky BGKT Express Kamaknya Bhagat Ki Ko 3 FLWLRRM 21762
setof northeastmonsoonsofar, | - 5575544 5 Kvo-PURI Express Kamakhya Pur Th FLWLARM 15639
rainfall activity shall continue | 55775540 Dn kYO PURI Express Kamakhya Purl Su FLWLRRM 7839
over the southern states, IMD of- 69, | 15662 Dn KYQ-ANC Express Kamakhya Ranchi i Tu FLWLRRM 12987 _
ficials, noted. [70. | 15668 Dn KYQ-GIMB Express Kamakhya |  Gandhidham Jn W _FLWLRRM 37479
The northeast monsoon is 71. | 15620 Dn KYQ-GAYA Exprass Kamakhya Gaya Jn M FLWLRRAM 11544
crucial for Tamil Nadu, whichre- | |72.|20501 Dn AGTL-ANVT Rajdhani Express | Agartala | Anand Vihar Tarminal _ M _FLWLRAM | 31824 |
ceives 70 per cent of its annual 73. | 1252000 KYQ -LTT AC Express Kamakhya Lokmaryatilak Th FLWLRRM 21996
: : _ 74. | 12505 Dn Northeas! Express Kamakhya Anand Vihar Terminal Daily FLWLRRM 17550
rDael(rzlefillllJerll?eriotcllle October 75. | 158655 Dn KYQ -SVDK Exprass Kamakiniya Shmata Vd Katra Su FLWLERM 10548
) L ) i 13181 SHTT - KDAA Kaziranga Express | Silghat Town kalkata Tue FLWLHREM 12518
Major dams in Tamil Nadu, | 155775085 Ujp GHY-0BAG Shatabd Express | Guwahal Dibrugarh Tu, Th, 5a FLWLRRAM 11232
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana |  [7a 72088 Dn GHY-NHLN Shatabdl Express | Guwahal | Naharlagun M, W, F FLWLRRM 8541
are alfeady stockmg bUff?r re- H B: Earmest Money Deposit for each 3.9 & 04 tonnes compartment mentioned in Sn.01 to Sn.78 is Rs. 1, 00,000/- (Rupees One Lac nnlﬂ
serves owing to excess rain. At Tender form can be obtained from the Office of tha Senior Divisional Commarclal Manager, Lumding, M. F. Rallway; Assistan Commearcial Manager.
the end of September, reservoir- Guwahati, N.F. Railway and Area Office, Badarpur, N.F. Railway during working hours from 10:00 hrs. of 15-10-2019 & up to 13:00 hrs. of 13-11-2019 on every
wise water stocks stood at: working day. Tender can be dropped in the Tender Box kept at the offices of the Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Lumding, N. F. Railway, Assistant
’ Commerncial Manager, Guwahati, N.F. Railway and Area Office. Badarpur, N.F. Railway from 10:00 hrs. of 15.10.2019 up to 17:00 hrs of 13.11.2015.
Andhra Pradesh (127 per cent), Tender Box will be opened at 11:00 hrs of 15.11.2019 at Sanior Divisional Commercial Manager's office, Lumding. The Tender form can also be obtained
;l;amll tl\iadu 2(;0 per cenE), by downloading t from the website www.nfr.indianrailways. gov.in Divisional Commercial Manager, Lumding
amas (22 b s | @ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Serving Customers With A Smile

Kerala (6 per cent).
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Classifieds

I, Sugandha Garg D/o Sanjeev
Garg and Ex. Wife of Rushil
Bansal, R/0 343, Homeland
Enclave, Goniana Road,
Bathinda, Punjab-1581001,
declare that | gotdivorce from
my husband Rushil Bansal vide
court decree CRN NO-DMC-
638/2016, Dated 22.05.2017.
Further I have changed the
name of my minor daughter
Tanaaya aged 3 years and she
shall hereafter be known as
Anyza. 0070678568-1

I,SudhanshuS/0oHariprakash
SharmaR/o H.no. 686, Nai Basti
,DevliVillage New Delhi 110080
have changed my name to
Sudhanshu Sharma for all
purposes. 0040515831-1

I, Shama Parveen W/0 Mohd
Anis Qureshi R/o Flat No.B-8/4,
DDA Flats Sarai Khalil Sadar
Bazar Delhi-6 have changed my
name to Uzma for all purposes.

0040515793-1

I, Rita Rani, w/0 Shri Avinash
Choudhary, r/0 244, Street No-
14, Balbir Nagar Extn.
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, have
changed my name to Rita
Choudhary for all future
purpose. 0040515791-1

I, Pravin Singh Salaria/Paravin
Singh S/0 Prabhat Singh
Salaria R/0O-Plotno.260, D-
Block, Rajeev-Nagar,
Begumpur, Delhi-110086.
Changed my Name to Pravin
Salaria. 0040515852-6

I, Mukesh Ranjan S/o0 Anuj
Kumar Singh R/0 Village -Bali,
Post-Apsadh, Block-
Warisaliganj, Subdivision-
Nawada, Bihar-805108, that
name of my mother has been
wrongly written as Shobha
Singh in my Passport J9760325
and School Certificates of 10th,
11th and 12th class. The actual
name of my motheris Shobha
Sinha 0070678565-1

I, Mayank Agarwal S/O Amar
Chand Agarwal R/O Ew-6,
Ground Floor Backside,
Mainwali-Nagar, Paschim-
Vihar, Delhi-110087. Changed
my Name to Mayank Aggarwal.

0040515852-7

I, Kiranpreet Sethi W/o0 S.
Ravneek Singh R/0 FD-15,
Shivaji Enclave, New Delhi-
110027, have changed my name
to Kiranpreet Kaur Virdi for all
purposes. 0040515798-1

I, Jyoti, w/o ShriNeeraj Arya, r/o
D-80, Rameshwar Park, Loni,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201102, have changed my name
to Jyoti Arya for all future
purpose. 0040515790-1

INaseema alias Naseema
Khanam D/o Mubarak Ali R/o0 G-
655, Gama-2, Greater Noida, GB
Nagar, UP-201310, have changed
my name to Naseema Khanam.

0070678567-1

I, MunnaLal S/o Sh.RajaRam
R/0-24/84, Trilokpuri, Delhi-
110091, have changed my name
to Genda Lal for all future
purposes. 0040515852-5

lIndra Kanwar w/o Lt Gen
Harbans Singh Kanwar
residing at 666, Sec 21,
Gurgaon, have changed my
name to Indu Kanwar for all
purposes. My actual and
correctdate of birth is
21.04.1949 vide affidavit Dt
09/10/19 sworn before notary
Baljeet Singh Sangwan,
Gurgaon. 0050156556-1

| Gagandeep Bhatia S/o
Ramanjeet BhatiaR/0 J-111,
Patel Nagar-1, Ghaziabad have
changed my fathers name from
Ramanjeet Bhatia to
Ramanjeet Singh Bhatia for all
future purposes. 0040515852-4

IDimple alias Shreya Mehta D/o
Pawan Kumar and W/o Rahul
Mehta R/0 106, Sector21B,
Gandhi Nagar, Mandi
Gobindgarh, Fatehgarh Sahib,
Punjab-147301, have changed
my name to Shreya Mehta.

0070678571-1

I,Vandna W/o Sidharth Nandal
R/0-Ward.No.9,Pratap School
Campus,Kharkhoda,Sonipat
Haryana(Pin-131402),have
changed my name Vandna
Dahiya for all purpose.

0040515839-1

I,Nitish Chandra R/0-B-29,
Sector-52,Noida, G.B.Nagar,
U.P.have changed the name of
my minor daughter from Nitya
to Nitya Srivastava,for all
purposes. 0040515850-3

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Duplex DDA Flat, 3 Bedrooms, 3
Large terraces, 2nd Floor,
Siddharth Enclave, (Ashram
Chowk) Metro Station. Buyers
Only. (98114 18182,98499
09712) 0050156412-1

BUISINESS

Dowsing Workshop - School of
Indian Dowsers’ 163rd
Workshop on 3 November &
Lecher Antenna Cosmic Energy
Workshop on 14, 15 December
in Mumbai. Dowsing gives
directiononhowtolearn
Architectural Energy, Land
Defect, Diagnostic Therapy,
Colour,Dimonds’ Energy, Effect
of Underground Geopathic
Stress for our health. Get free
from Underground Radiation &
Live Healthy Life. Become
Certificateholders & earn more
income. Guidance by world
famous Dowsing Expert
Professor Ravi Vaidya. Contact
Mob : 9821349038 /9821380289
/ See feedback of 150 photos on
website
www.indiandowsers.org Earn
moreincome. 0070678425-2

Epaper..ne'ss. com

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice Dhanbad, dt. 10/03/2019

E-Tenders are invited for execution of the following works by Divisional Railway
Manager (Engg.), E.C. Railway, Dhanbad:- (1) E-Tender No. 329-DHN-2013-20, Name

of the work with its location & completion pariod : [Balanca work): Constructon of

rernote comirol centeral Chopan under Assistant Engineer, E. C. Rly., Chopan. 6 (Six) Month.
Approx. Cost of work (Im Rs.) - 1,68,%8,3580.97, Eamest Money (In Rs.) : 234 500
(2] E-Tender No. 330-DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location & completion
period ; Resurfacing of wheel bumt rails and scabbed rads, cupped welds on using Micro

Flow Theemal Spray technology as approved by RDSQILKO in the purmsdiction of

AEMZIGMO under Sr. Divisional Engineer (3) E.C. Riy, Dhanbad. 06 (Six) Month.
Approx. Cost of work (Im Rs.) - 2,16,36,955.21, Earnest Money (in Rs.) : 2 53 200/
(3] E-Tender No. 331-DHN-2013-20, Name of the work with its location & completion
period ; Extended potion and addiional work of LHS NodiCiE (PTRU-TKS), 4170E
(TKS-HNDR), 21C/E (GHD-TRZ), B/CIE (KFT-RHR), TICE (KFT-RHR), 107CHE (DTO-KFT),
11/CYE (DTO-KFT), 12/C/E (DTO-KFT), 15/C/E (KCKI-CNF), 45/C/E (HHG-CPDR), 41/CE
(BFOQ:-KMMD), 32/CE (RCGT-DMX) and 2000 [CTQ-RCGD) total thideen (13} Nos.
between Ex FTRU-GHD siation against 3rd line work under ADENBRERA, ADENLTHR and
ADEN/DTO, E.C. Raitway in Dhanbad Division, 09 (Nine) Months. Approx. Cost of work

fin Rs.) : 16,82,56,239.06, Eamest Money (In Rs.) : 891,300 (4) E-Tender No. 332-

DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location & completion period - Making eas in
access o south side of Dhanbad station under Assistant Engineer (1), E. C. Rly., Dhanbad.
12 {Twelve) Months. Approx. Cost of work (In Rs.) : 1,380,158 668 40, Earnest Money {In
Rs.): 240,100/ {5) E-Tender No. 333-DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location
& completion period : Perindical painting of Bridge Girder of Bridge Mo, 153, 160, 167,
200(RUBYJ, 206 and 229 under Sr. Sec. Enginesr/Bridga/Dhanbad in Dhanbad Divisian,
06 (Six) Month. Approx. cost of work (In Rs.) : 10,63,011.74, Eamest Money (In Rs.) :

21,3000« (6) E-Tender No. 334-DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location &

completion period : Provision of imspection platform and ladder i Bridge
no 11(3x12.200), 14(ROB). 16(1:18.30M),1T(ROB), Z2(4x 12.20M), 31 (4x76.20m)
A2(5x30.50M), 35(5x18.30M), 40(1x18.50M), 42{1x30.50rm ), 55(2x12.20M),
0{1x24 OM), 81(2x30.50), 108(2x12 20M), 127(2x18.30), 146(3x12.20M),
T4HRUBKTxZX45.T0M), 153(dx12.20M), 158{(1x21.0), 1604x18.30), 167{1x18.30) ,
200(RUBJ (1x45. 708, 206{5X 30.50M), 229(1x30.50+1x 45,70 + 1x30.50M) under SSE
(Bridge)/Dhanbad in Koderma-Hazaribagh Town-Barkakana section of Dhanbad Division,
06 (Sid) Month. Approx. Cost of work {In Rs.) : 1,08,58 630.86, Earnest Money (InRs.) :
204 500¢- (T) E-Tender No. 335-DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location &
compietion period : Provision of 04 Nos. |ifts for passenger applicafion in Dhanbad Division
(GMO-2 Nos. & PNME-2 Nos.). 06 (Six) Month, Approx. Cost of work (In Rs.) : 98,63,354 .88,

Earnest Money (In Rs.) : 1,97 3000- (8) E-Tender No. 336-DHN-2019-20, Name of the

work with its location & completion period : Improvement of cutling in Ghal Saction in

the saction of Assistant Engineer, E. C. Rly., Gujhandi. 10 (Ten) Manths. Approx, Cost of
work {In Rs.) : 2 78,07,105 48, Earnest Money (In Rs.) : 2,88 000/ (9) E-Tender No. 337-
DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location & completion period : Provision of

intake well alongwith supporting amangement for pipe line and aying of pipeline from intake
weall &t Tilanya Dam to Koderma railway station under Assistant Engneer, E, C. Ry, Guihandi,
09 (Nine) Months. Approo. cost of work (In Rs.) :8,00,45 635 94. Earnest Maney (In Rs.) :

8.50 2004~ (10} E-Tander No, 338-DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location &
complation period : Re-conditioning of CMS Crossings by using Translamatic Robofic

Welding Technology in the section of Sr.OENECR/DHN. 0B(Eight}) Months. Approx.

Cost of work [In Rs.) : 87,667,256 40, Eamest Money (In Rs.) : 1,75,3004- [11) E-Tender

Mo. 339-DHN-2019-20, Name of the work with its location & completion period
:Prowesion af (2 Mos, Bs for passenger application in Dhanbad Division (DHN-2 Nos. ). 06 {Six)

Month. Approo. Cost of work (In Rs.) : 4831677 44, Earnest Money (In Rs.) : 98 600/

Date & Time for closing and opaning of e-tender: Date of closing of e-tendar at 17-00
hours on 12.11.2019. Dale of opening of e-tender from 12200 hre. on 13.11.2019. Website
particulars: hitp: iwawireps.gov.in. Mo mareal tendes will be accepted against e-tendering.
PRM40EDHNEngg. /T S-20M1 36 Divisional Raitway Manager (Enginegring), Dhanbad
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ON VALMIKI JAYANTI

Congress president Sonia Gandhi inaugurates a ‘Shobha Yatra’ on the occasion of Maharishi
Valmiki Jayanti in New Delhi on Sunday. Renuka Puri

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

No.-DIEE([M-IN)'SDMC/2019-20TCM 2 Dated:- 11.10.2019

Sauth Delhi Municipal Corporation (SOMC) invites Tenders from eligible
Confractors/Agencies for the work as per details given under -

Name of Work: -*(1). Improvement of Road by pdg RMC from H.No. WZ-G7A
Gurunanak Nagar to WZ-118/3 Santgarh (Tyagi Road) in ward 013-S/WZ
Tilak Magar, {2). Improvement of Road by pdg RMC from H.No, WZ-69 Old
shah Pura to WZ-350 Prithvi Park & from WZ-4.2 to WZ-40 Prithvi park & from
WZ-50A Prithwi Park to Tilak Vihar School inward 013-S/WZ Tilak Nagar. (3).
Improvement of lane by pdg CC Paver Block from H.No. WZ-66 to WZ-63
(Gali No. 26) and from WZ-75 D to WZ-274F {Gali No.33) in Santgarh in ward
013-5M\WZ Titak Nagar. (4}, Improvement of lane by pdg CC interlocking tiles
from H.No. WZ-40 1o WZ-176B (Gali No.8) in Guru Nanak Nagar & WZ-80B to
WZ-75B/1 (Gali No.27) in Santgarh & WZ-124 to WZ-129 in Old Shah Pura
and WZ-260 to WZ-964-965 in Guru Nanak Nagar in ward 013-S/WZ Tilak
MNagar. (5). Improvement of lane by pdg CC interlocking tiles from H.No. WZ-
1200 to WZ-128 (Gali No.29) in Santgarh and from H.No. WZ-300A to WZ-
285 & WZ-30C to WZ-68B/M1 (Gall No.2) in Guru Nanak Magar in ward (13-
SIWZ Tilak Nagar. (6). Improvement of lane by pdg CC interiocking tiles from
H.Mo. WZ-57 to WZ-193 & WZ-41 to WZ-48 (Gali No.B) in Guru Nanak Magar
and from H.No. WZ-159 to WZ-163 (Gali No.4A) in Old Shah Pura and from
WE-324 to WZ-350 (Gali No.6) in Prithwvi Park in ward 013-S/WZ Tilak Nagar.
(7). Improvement of lane by pdg CC interocking tiles from H.MNo, WZ-50/1 to
WZ-10B (Gali No.24) in Santgarh & WZ-171 te WZ-175 (Gali No.3A) in Oid
Shan Puraand H.No, WZ-32510 WZ-30 (Gali No. 18) in Santgarh in ward 013-
SIWZ Tilak MNagar. (8). Improvement of lane by pdg CC Paver Block from
H.No. WZ-107 to WZ-90 {(ali Mo.12) in Oid Shah Pura & W.Z-59A to W.Z-58
(Gali No.5) in Santgarh & WZ-112 to WZ-29in Prithvi Park in ward 013-5/'WZ2
Tilak Nagar." E.C.:- Rs. 1,41 83,000/~ EM:- Rs. 2,83,000/-, HOA:- XL-VIII-
S(d). TC:- Rs. 1000/

Name of Work: - (1). Construction of walk way and imp to boundary wall of
park near Hs No. 24/27 Tilak Nagar by providing kerb stone, interocking tiles,
Grit wash & improvement to park near Hs No. 7739 & 137368 Tilak Magar by
praviding concertina coil fencing & imp to side berm Near Hs no. 1/30 Tilak
Magar in Ward No. 013-S/WZ Tilak Nagar. (2). Imp of footpath by pdg Kerb
stone, interlocking tiles in park near Super market and opp. SDMC Staff
Quarters, Ashok Nagar in Ward No. 013-5/MWZ Tilak Nagar. (3) Construction
of boundary wall of park near Hs No. 7110 Tilak Magar by providing Grit Wash
and Brick work in Ward No. 013-3/WZ Tilak Nagar. (4) Construction of walk
way in park near Hs No. 55G Block Tilak Vikar by providing kerb stone,
interlocking files and improvement to walkway in park near Hs No. 52Ain D-
Block Tilak Vihar by providing interlocking tiles and improvement to boundary
wall of park Near Hs Mo. 34A in C-Block tilak Vihar in Ward No. 013-5/WZ
Tilak Magar. (5) Constructon of walk way by providing kota stone &
interlocking tile in park near H No. B0/8 Ashok Nagar in Ward No 013-S/WZ
Tilak Nagar. (6) Construction of walkway and imp of boundary wall of park
near Hs No. 18/5 to 18 Block tilak Nagar by pdg Kerb stone, interlocking tiles,
grit wash in Ward No. 013-5/WZ Tilak Nagar. (7) Construction of walkway and
Imp of Boundary wall of park near Hs. No. 12/46 Tilak Nagar by pdg. Kerb
Stone, Interlocking tiles in ward No. 13-S/WZ Tilak Nagar. (8). Construction of
Foolpath inside park, ¥m high MS Jaal for Sports area inside park and
Acupressure frack with 3 Railing in Mother Dairy Park Opp. D-106 Ajay
Enclave in Ward 013-3/W.Z Tilak Nagar. (9). Providing and placing of Precast
RCC Benches {Chair Bench with Arm Rest) in Various locations,
Parks,Streets under AC-29 in Ward No. 12-5, 13-5, 14-5 West Zone. E.C.:-
Rs.1,11.95,900/- EM:-Rs. 2 24 000/-, HOA- XL-VIII-S, TC:- Rs. 1000/-.

Name of Work:- (i) Imp/Dev of lane and both side drain by pdg RMC brick
work, from C-69 to C-59 and C-33-34 to C-46 C-Block Arya Samaj Road in
018-5 Milap Nagar. (i) Imp/Dev of lane and both side drain by pdg RMC brick
work, from C-39 to C-145, C-26 to C-45, C-Block Arya Samaj Road in 018-3
Milap Nagar. (i) Imp/Dev of lane and both side drain by pdg RMC brick work,
from C-40 to WZ-144C and D-125 to D-129 Arya Samaj Road in 018-5 Milap
Nagar. (iv) Imp/Dev of lane and both side drain by pdg RMC brick wark, from
WZ-37 1o B-114 Arya Samaj Road in 018-5 Milap Nagar. (v) Imp/Dev of lane
and both side drain by pdg RMC brick work, from A-113 to A-122 (Gali No. 39)
Arya Samaj Road in 018-3 Milap Nagar. (vi) Imp/Dev of lane and both side
drain by pdg RMC brick work, from F-6 to F-52 {Gali No. 6) and F-3 to F-64
{Gali No. 7) F-Block Arya Samaj Road in 018-5 Milap Nagar. (vii} Imp/Dev of
lane and bath side drain by pdg RMC brick work, from F-2 to F-59 (Gali No. 8)
and F-1 to F-70 (Gali No. 9) F-Block Arya Samaj Road in 018-5 Milap Nagar.
{vili) Imp/Dev of lane and both side drain by pdg RMC brick work, from F-1 1o
F-45 F-Block Arya Samaj Road in 018-5 Milap Nagar. (ix) Imp. Of drainage
system from Sonia Studio (E-142) to Goel Sons (F-146A) Arya Samaj Reoad in
Ward No. 018-5 Milap Nagar. (x) Improvement/Development of lane and both
side drain by pdg RMC |, brick work from WZ-43A to RZ-38 (gali No 13)
Prem Magar in 018- S Milap Nagar. {xi) ImprovementDevelopment of lane
and baoth side drain by pdg RMC, brick wark from RZ-6510 RZ-57 (gali No 16)
Prem Nagar in (18- S Milap Nagar. (xii) Improvement/Development of lane
and both side drain by pdg RMC, brick work from RZ-T5 to RZ-T0 (gali Mo 17)
Prem Nagar in 018- 5 Milap Nagar. (xiil) Improvement/Development of lane
and both side drain by pdg RMC, brick work from RZ-76 to RZ-84 (gali No 20)
Prem Nagar in 018- 3 Milap Nagar. (xiv) ImprovementDevelopment of lane
and both side drain by pdg RMC, brick work from C-70to C-38 & C-691t0 C-75
C Block Jeewan park in018-S Milap Nagar, E.C.-Rs. 1,22,09,100/-, EM:-
Rs. 2,24 000/-, HOA:- XL-VII-8, TC:- Rs. 100d/-

Detailed NIT/Eligibility Conditions can be seen on
www.tenderwizard. com/SOUTHDMCETENDER. All details of revision,
clarification, corgendum/addendum, time extension etc, if any in respect
of above tenders will be uploaded on about mention website. Bidders
should regularly visit the website to keep themselves updated in respect of
these tenders.

Ro No. 72/DPII5/19-20 Ex. Engineer (M-IlI/WZ

JHANSI ‘ENCOUNTER’

Pushpendra grandmother

dies, kin say she couldn’t
bear shock of his death

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 13

A WEEK after 28-year-old
Pushpendra Yadav was killed in
an alleged police encounter in
Jhansi, his 85-year-old grand-
mother died on Sunday. Her
family alleged that she died as
she could not bear the news of
her grandson’s death and had
stopped eating from the past few
days.

Pushpendra’s father, Harish
Chandra Yadav, said that though
his mother was not keeping well
for some time after she broke her
leg a few months ago, it was the
shock of her grandson’s death
that killed her.

“Initially, we did not tell her
about Pushpendra’s death as we
knew she would not be able to
cope with the loss. But she kept
on asking where is Pushpendra.
Around four days ago, she came
to know about his death. After
that, she had stopped eating

food and also stopped taking
medicines. She would have lived
longer but her condition started
deteriorating after that,” Harish
Chandra said, adding that “one
fake encounter destroyed the life
of my whole family”.

Meanwhile, Pushpendra’s
elder brother, Ravindra, said that
his whole family would choose
to die if they did not get justice.
“If the government cannot give
us justice, then kill us all in po-
lice encounters. Today, my
grandmother died and soon
every member of my family will
embrace death,” he said.

On October 6, Pushpendra
was killed in an alleged police
encounter, hours after he al-
legedly fired at the station house
officer (SHO) of Moth police sta-
tion, Dharmendra Singh
Chauhan, who had seized
Pushpendra’s truck last month.
His family had refused to cre-
mate the body demanding a
murder FIR registered against
Chauhan.

Man Kkilled, 10
injured in clash
over accident

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT,OCTOBER 13

A 22-YEAR-OLD was killed and
10 injured after two communi-
ties clashed at Kashi village in
Meerut on Sunday due to a mo-
torcycle accident. During the 40-
minute clash, both sides pelted
stones at each other, used lathis
and fired bullets.

The deceased has beeniden-
tified as Shoaib. The police have
sent the body for post-mortem.

“After talking to locals, we
have learnt that Shoaib and his
three friends were speeding on
their bikes towards Kashi village
around 4 pm. Shoaib lost control
of his bike after hitting a speed
braker and injured Jatin who was
standing by the road...” Deputy
SP Chakrapani Tripathi said.

The bikers were overpow-
ered and beaten up, said Anand
prakash Mishra, in-charge of
Partapur Police Station.

“Shoaib called his men, lead-
ing to violence. He was attacked
with lathis. We took him to hos-
pital where he was declared
brought dead,” said Mishra.

Pope elevates Indian nun Mariam
Thresia, four others to sainthood

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
VATICANCITY,OCTOBER 13

INDIAN NUN Mariam Thresia
and four others were declared
Saints by Pope Francis at a
canonisation ceremony at the St
Peter’s Square here on Sunday.

Mariam Thresia, who
founded the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Holy Family in
Thrissurin May 1914, was raised
to the highest position within
the centuries-old institution
during the open-air mass at-
tended by thousands from
across the world, including India.

The nun from Kerala was
canonised along with English
Cardinal John Henry Newman,
Swiss laywoman Marguerite
Bays, Brazilian Sister Dulce Lopes
and Italian Sister Giuseppina
Vannini.

Huge portraits of the five
new Saints were hung from St
Peter’s Basilica during the cere-
mony that lasted nearly two
hours. The ceremony included a
Latin hymn and arecommenda-
tion by a representative of the
Congregation for the Saints.

“Today we give thanks to the
Lord for our new Saints. They
walked by faith and now we in-

TSRTC driver
succumbs to
burns as strike
enters ninth day

Hyderabad: A 55-year-old TSRTC
driver died on Sunday, a day after
he set himself ablaze, even as the
strike by the transport employ-
ees in Telangana entered the
ninth day.

D Srinivas Reddy, who was
part of the group of employees
on a state-wide strike for the last
nine days, died of burn injuries,
hospital sources here said. He
had doused himself with
kerosene and set himself ablaze
near his house in Khammam,
about 190 km from here, report-
edly in protest against the gov-
ernment not acceding to the de-
mands of striking employees.

However, police said they
were investigating the reason
behind his suicide.

Union Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy condoled
the death. “Suicide is not the so-
lution,” he added. PTI

Nuns hold pictures of Mariam Thresia in St Peter’s Square at
the Vatican on Sunday. AP

voke their intercession,” Pope
Francis told the gathering.
“Three of them were religious
women; they show us that the
consecrated life is a journey of
love at the existential periph-
eries of the world.”

Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan led the
Indian delegation at the canon-
isation ceremony.

Asatribute to her, he recalled
the words of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his ‘Mann ki
Baat’ radio programme on
September 29. The Prime

Minister had said it is a matter of
pride for every Indian that on
October 13 Pope Francis will de-
clare Sister Thresia a saint.

“Sister Thresia, in her short
lifespan of 50 years, worked for
the good of humanity becoming
a noble example for the entire
world. Whatever task Sister
Mariam Thresia undertook and
accomplished, she did so with
utmost dedication and devo-
tion,” he had said.

Sunday’s canonisation cere-
mony was also attended by
Britain’s Prince Charles.

MP minister calls BJP’s
sapling project a scam

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 13

MORETHAN two years after the
then BJP government claimed
that nearly 7.1 crore saplings had
been planted in a single day in
the Narmada basin, Forest
Minister Umang Singhar has
calleditaRs 450-crore scam. He
has also written to the Economic
Offences Wing to investigate
then chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, then forest minister
Gaurishankar Shejwar and some
top forest officials.

While planting the saplings
onJuly 2,2017,at 1.21 lakh places
by roping in officials from differ-
ent government departments,
Chouhan had claimed that the
effort was set to enter the
Guinness Book of World
Records.

The BJP government had
claimed that the Forest

Department, Rural
Development Department and
Agriculture Department were
among the departments in-
volved in planting saplings.

While other departments are
yet to order their respective
probes, the Forest Minister said
on Friday that he had recom-
mended an EOW probe.

Singhar said that neither the
single-day exercise make it to
the record books, nor the corre-
spondence made in connection
with it was available.

“The sapling plantation pro-
gramme was conceived only
with an eye on record books...
There was no due diligence.
Plantation takes time and is not
a day’s work,” Singhar said ac-
cusing his own department offi-
cials of misleading him to pro-
tect guilty officials. He alleged
that saplings had been bought
from neighbouring states at an
exorbitant cost.

P Talks fail, HAL
workers goon
strike from today

over wageissues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, OCTOBER 13

WITH EFFORTS by the manage-
ment of the defence public sec-
tor unit Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited to resolve wage issues
raised by unions at the company
failing on Sunday, workers are
set to begin an indefinite strike
at HAL units across the country
from Monday.

“Despite the management’s
concerted efforts towards bring-
ing an amicable/early wage set-
tlement, unions unfortunately
have adopted a recalcitrant ap-
proach and did not accept the of-
fer and decided to resort to in-
definite strike; in spite of
management’s appeal to resolve
the issue in a spirit of accommo-
dation,” HAL said in an official
statement on Sunday.

“All the workmen in all the
HAL divisions will be commenc-
ing their indefinite strike with ef-
fect from October 14,2019 as de-
cided earlier,” said Suryadevara
Chandrashekhar, general secre-
tary and chief convenor of the All
India HAL Trade Unions’ Co-or-
dination Committee, on Sunday.

The umbrella body of trade
unions at the defence public sec-
tor had served a notice on
September 30 to the manage-
ment of the strike from October
14 at HAL's nine units around the
country following breakdown of
talks for revision of wages of
nearly 20,000 workers.

The HAL management has
called the strike illegal and
warned of national security im-
plications in the event of the All
India HAL Trade Unions Co-ordi-
nation Committee proceeding
with the proposed indefinite
strike.

“During the negotiations, the
wage negotiation committee
also apprised the unions of the
ill-effects of resorting to any
strike/agitation jeopardizing the
interest of the employees/organ-
ization and the nation at large,”
HAL said in its statement.

“The proposed indefinite
strike will have adverse reper-
cussions on the performance of
the organisation in general and
workmen in particular. Further,
in the interest of national secu-
rity and the need to maintain the
fleet serviceability of Armed
Force, it is imperative that the
workmen do not resort to such
illegal strike and should settle for
afair and reasonable wage revi-
sion offered by the manage-
ment,” the management had
said earlier.

The trade unions are ques-
tioning discrimination between
workers and executives in pro-
posed pay hikes for workers and
the hikes implemented for exec-
utives in the firm.

The workers’ unions at HAL,
which are not affiliated to any
political party, have been de-
manding wage revision, which
was due in January 2017, on the
lines of revision done for execu-
tives at HAL in November 2017.

While the HAL management
has offered an eight per cent in-
crease in gross salary to workers,
the unions are seeking parity
with a “35 per cent increase
given to officers in one stroke”.

According to HAL union offi-
cials, the managementis also in-
sisting that workers agree to a
wage revision for workmen with
“meagre 10 per cent fitment
benefitand 19 per cent of perks”
compared to the 15 per cent fit-
ment benefit and 35 per cent
perks sought by the unions.

Prasad withdraws remark
linking success of movies
to economic slowdown

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

FOLLOWING A backlash over his
comment that the box office
success of three movies in one
day invalidates claims of an eco-
nomic slowdown, Union
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on
Sunday withdrew his comment
with a statement on Twitter.
Stating that his comments
about the Rs 120 crore business
of three movies released on Oct-
ober 2 “was a factually correct
statement”, he tweeted, “I had
also explained in detail about
various measures the Govt has
taken as a pro-people move to
strengthen our economy. Govt
of PM Narendra Modi always
cares for the sensitivity of com-

TN: CBDT seizes
Rs 30 crore from
educational
institutes group

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI,OCTOBER 13

THE CENTRAL Board of Direct
Taxes on Saturday seized Rs 30
crore from the premises of a group
that runs several educational in-
stitutes in Namakkal.

According to a statement by
the CBDT, searches were carried
out from Friday across 17 locations
of the group, including the homes
of the group’s promoters in
Namakkal, Perundurai, Karur and
Chennai. The group runs several
schools and coaching institutes
for competitive exams.

According to CBDT, the group
was taking a part of the fee from
students in cash and maintaining
separate receipts. “Incriminating
evidence of such suppression of
receipts has been found... in the
form of accounts maintained in
diaries, in electronic storage de-
vices and also in the form of huge
sums of unaccounted cash. It was
found that cash was kept in lock-
ers in banks in the names of em-
ployees who acted as benami...”
the statement said.

According to the statement, a
large amount of cash was found
inside an auditoriumin one of the
group’s schools.

mon people... Yet, [ regret to note
that one part of my statement
has been completely twisted out
of context. Being a sensitive per-
son [ withdraw this comment.”

While speaking ataneventin
Mumbai on Saturday, Prasad said
the success of three movies re-
leased on October 2 “reflects the
public mood and a sound econ-
omy”. “There are some people
who have organised against the
government and misleading peo-
ple over unemployment,” Prasad
had said. Assembly polls in the
state are due on October 21.

He had also said the recent
International Monetary Fund re-
port’s measurement of India was
“incomplete.” On Wednesday,
the IMF had said the slowdown
was more pronounced in India
and Brazil this year.

‘Mentally unstable’
man lodged in
Assam detention
camp dies

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER 13

A65-YEAR-OLD manlodgedina
detention camp for illegal mi-
grants in Assam — whose family
claims he was mentally unstable
— died at the Guwahati Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH)on
Sunday where he had been ad-
mitted for treatment due to “de-
teriorating health”, police and
family members said.

A senior police officer said
the deceased, Dulal Paul, a resi-
dent of Alisinga village of
Sonitpur district, was admitted
to the GMCH on September 28.
The officer said Paul had beenin
the detention centre in Tezpur
since October 11, 2017.

Sadhan Paul, a nephew of
Dulal, said, “He was mentally un-
stable... His siblings and their
families are in the NRC. Our fam-
ily has land documents dating
back to the 1960s. A mentally-
unstable person was putinto de-
tention.”

Currently, Assam has six de-
tention centres but they are
housed in district jails, together
they hold 1000-odd people. A
seventh centre, is under con-
struction in Goalpara district.



THais WORD MEANS

PLOGGING
What PM tweeted about: picking up litter while jogging

DURING HIS morning walk on a beach in

Mamallapuram on Saturday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was seen picking
up plasticlitter, bottles and otheritems. In
a tweet shortly after, Modi announced:
“Plogging at a beach in Mamallapuram. It
lasted for over 30 minutes.”

‘Plogging’ is a combination word
formed from ‘jogging’ and ‘plocka upp’,
whichis Swedish for ‘pick up’. It refers toan
emerging international trend, in which
someone picks up trash while jogging or
brisk walking as a way of cleaning up litter
while also taking care of fitness.

The trend was started in Sweden by
Erik Ahlstrom in 2016. During his com-
mute to work, Ahlstrom would frequently
come across litter that would remain on
the streets for weeks without anyone pick-

PM Narendra Modi plogs on the
beach on Saturday. Twitter via PTI

ing it up. This prompted him to pick up the
trash during his commute and dispose of
it. Eventually, he included the clean-upin
his daily running and exercise routine.
Thanks to social media and word of
mouth, it has gradually turned into an in-
ternational movement involving both fit-
ness and environmental enthusiasts.
Several groups have popped up across
Europe, the US, South America, Asia and
Africa. In India, the government organ-
ised the Fit India Plog Run on October 2,

TELLING NUMBERS

as part of the Fit India Movement
launched by the Prime Minister on
August 29. In his Mann Ki Baat address on
September 29, PM Modi urged people to
start plogging for a litter-free India.

According to Ahlstrom, plogging for
half an hour will burn at least 288 calo-
ries on an average as compared to 235
calories from regular jogging.

ABHIMANYU CHAKRAVORTY

The link between owning a dog
and living longer, newly studied

A NEW study and a separate meta-
analysis, published in the American
Heart Association’s journal, suggest dog
ownership may be linked toalonger life
and better outcomes for those who
have suffered heart attacks or strokes,
especially when they live alone.

Researchers compared outcomes
of dog owners with those

among those who lived alone follow-
ing hospitalisation.

15% lower risk of death for dog
owners,among those who lived witha
partner or child after hospitalisation.

Stroke patients
27% lower risk of death for dog

OwWners as compared to

of non-dog owners after
they had suffered a heart
attack or a stroke. Of 1.82
lakh individuals who had
suffered a heart attack,
roughly 6% owned dogs;
of 1.55 lakh who had suf-
fered a stroke, about 5%
were dog owners.

All the patients were
Swedish residents. Using Swedish na-
tional health data, the researchers
compared the health outcomes of dog
owners and non-owners after a heart
attack or stroke. They found the risk of
death following hospitalisation was
lower for dog owners, and suggested
that thisis likely due to increased phys-
ical activity and decreased loneliness.

Heart attack patients

33% lower risk of death for dog
owners as compared to non-owners,

lished between 1950 and May 2019,
which together covered 38 lakh people
and evaluated dog ownership and all-
cause mortality. This analysis found:

24% reduced risk of all-cause mor-
tality among dog owners, as com-
pared to risk of non-owners;

65% reduced risk of mortality after
heart attack among dog owners;

31% reduced risk due to cardiovas-
cular-related disease among dog own-
ers, as compared to non-owners.

non-owners, among
those who lived alone fol-
lowing hospitalisation.
12% lower risk of
death for dog owners,
among those who lived
with a partner or child fol-
lowing hospitalisation.
The meta-analysis
covered 10 studies pub-

'

Source: American Heart Association
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SIMPLY PUT

Why Lok Sabha is still 543

Amid arenewed debate on rationalising the number of seats, alook at how Lok Sabha’s composition is
determined, when the number of seats was changed, and why the count now stands frozen until 2026

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

LAST WEEK, former Union Minister and
Congress leader Jitin Prasada said the num-
ber of Lok Sabha seats should be rationalised
on the basis of population. The composition
of the lower House has remained more or
less the same for four decades. How is the
composition determined, and what are the
arguments for and against a change?

Strength of Lok Sabha

Article 81 of the Constitution defines the
composition of the House of the People or
Lok Sabha. It states that the House shall not
consist of more than 550 elected members of
whom not more than 20 will represent
Union Territories. Under Article 331, the
President can nominate up to two Anglo-
Indians if he/she feels the community is in-
adequately represented in the House. At
present, the strength of the Lok Sabha is 543,
of which 530 have been allocated to the
states and the rest to the Union Territories.

Article 81 also mandates that the number
of Lok Sabha seats allotted to a state would be
such that the ratio between that number and
the population of the state s, as far as possible,
the same for all states. This is to ensure that
every state is equally represented. However,
thislogic does not apply to small states whose
population is not more than 60 lakh. So, at
least one seat is allocated to every state even
if it means that its population-to-seat-ratiois
not enough to qualify it for that seat.

As per Clause 3 of Article 81, population,
for the purpose of allocation of seats, means
“population as ascertained at the last preced-
ing census of which the relevant figures have
been published”. In other words, the last pub-
lished Census. But, by an amendment to this
Clause in 2003, the population now means
population as per the 1971 Census, until the
first Census taken after 2026.

When it was changed

The strength of the Lok Sabha hasn’t al-
ways been 543 seats. Originally, Article 81
provided that the Lok Sabha shall not have
more than 500 members. The first House
constituted in 1952 had 497. Since the
Constitution provides for population as the
basis of determining allocation of seats, the
lower House’s composition (total seats as

EVMs and VVPATs in Gautam Buddh Nagar, for the Lok Sabha elections earlier this year. Praveen Khanna/Express Archive

well as readjustment of seats allocated to dif-
ferent states) has also changed with each
Census up to 1971. A temporary freeze was
imposed in 1976 on ‘Delimitation’ until 2001.
Delimitation is the process of redrawing
boundaries of Lok Sabha and state Assembly
seats to represent changes in the population.
However, the composition of the House
did not change only with delimitation exer-
cisesin 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002. There were
other circumstances as well. For instance, the
first change in the composition of Lok Sabha
happened in 1953 after the reorganisation of
the state of Madras. With a new state of
AndhraPradesh carved out, 28 of Madras’s 75
seats went to Andhra Pradesh. The total
strength of the House (497) did not change.
The first major change took place after
the overall reorganisation of states in 1956,
which divided the country into 14 states and
six Union Territories. This meant subsequent
changes in the boundaries of existing states
and hence, a change in the allocation of seats
to the states and Union Territories. So with
reorganisation, the government also
amended the Constitution by which the
maximum number of seats allocated to the
states remained 500, but an additional 20
seats (also maximum limit) were added to

represent the six Union Territories. So the
second Lok Sabha elected in 1957 had 503
members. Further down the years, the lower
House’s composition also changed when the
state of Haryana was carved out of Punjab in
1966 and when Goa and Daman and Diu
were liberated in 1961 and merged with the
Indian Union subsequently.

When it was frozen, and why

As per Article 81, the composition of the
Lok Sabha should represent changes in pop-
ulation. But it has remained more or less the
same since the delimitation carried out
based on the 1971 Census. Why is it s0?

The population-to-seat ratio, as mandated
under Article 81, should be the same for all
states. Although unintended, this implied that
states that took little interest in population
control could end up with a greater number
of seats in Parliament. The southern states
that promoted family planning faced the pos-
sibility of having their seats reduced. To allay
these fears, the Constitution was amended
during Indira Gandhi’s Emergency rule in
1976 to suspend delimitation until 2001.

Despite the embargo, there have been a
few occasions which have called for read-
justment in the number of Parliament and

Assembly seats allocated to a state. These in-
clude statehood attained by Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram in 1986, the creation of
a Legislative Assembly for the National
Capital Territory of Delhi, and creation of new
states such as Uttarakhand.

Although the freeze on the number of
seats in Lok Sabha and Assemblies should
have been lifted after the Census of 2001, an-
other amendment postponed this until 2026.
This was justified on the ground that a uni-
form population growth rate would be
achieved throughout the country by 2026.
So, the last delimitation exercise - started in
July 2002 and finished on May 31,2008 - was
conducted on the basis of the 2001 Census
and only readjusted boundaries of existing
Lok Sabha and Assembly seats and reworked
the number of seats reserved for SCs and STs.

With the total seats remaining the same
since the 1970s, it is felt that states in north
India, whose population has increased faster
than the rest of the country, are now under-
represented in the Parliament. Itis frequently
argued that had the original provision of
Article 81 been implemented today, then
states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh would have gained seats and those
in the south would have lost some.

T'o go abroad, what clearances do CMs need?

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

ON FRIDAY, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal addressed a conference in Denmark
through videoconferencing, with the Centre
having denied clearance to a trip abroad.

Why clearance

For a foreign trip, public servants need
political clearance from the External Affairs
Ministry. Amid the controversy around
Kejriwal’s visit, Ministry spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar had said, “We get hundreds
of requests for political clearances every
month from ministries, secretaries and bu-
reaucrats. A decision is taken based on mul-
tiple inputs... It takes into account the nature
of the event... It takes into account the level of
participation from other countries and also

the kind of invitation that is extended.”

Since 2016, applications for political
clearance can be made online, on a portal
opened by the Ministry. These are processed
and clearance issued through coordination
among various Ministry divisions.

Previous CMs denied

During the previous UPA regime, the
External Affairs Ministry denied political
clearance for trips by then Chief Ministers
Tarun Gogoi (Assam, Congress) to the US and
Israel, and to Arjun Munda (Jharkhand, BJP)
to Thailand. Gogoi had wanted to visit New
York for a “high level meeting” on April 2,
2012; a note from the Ministry said “..direct
correspondence by a diplomatic Mission
with a State Government being inappropri-
ate”. About his proposed trip to Israel for an
event on water and environment technol-
ogy, the Ministry had said, “Concerned agen-

cies would be hard put to provide special
consideration for CM, Assam, both from the
substantive and protocol angles.”

Debate over protocol

On June 14, 2014, then Civil Aviation
Secretary Ashok Lavasa (now Election
Commissioner) wrote to then Cabinet
Secretary Ajit Seth that the “dilatory system”
of the External Affairs Ministry clearing all pro-
posals for travel abroad by officials should be
changed. Seth forwarded the letter to the
Ministry; then Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh
wrote back on August 13, 2014. She stressed it
was the Ministry’s prerogative to decide on the
suitability, desirability and level of participa-
tion of Indian officials in engagements abroad.

Other clearances

While all public servants need political
clearance for foreign trips, different officers

need different additional clearances. Chief
Ministers, state ministers and other state offi-
cials also need clearance from the Department
of Economic Affairs. For Union ministers, after
getting political clearance from the External
Affairs Ministry,additional clearance is needed
from the Prime Minister, whether the trip is
official or personal. Lok Sabha MPs need clear-
ance from the Speaker,and Rajya Sabha mem-
bers from the Chairperson (Vice President of
India). For various ministry officers up to Joint
Secretary level, clearance is given by the min-
ister concerned, after political clearance. For
those above that rank, the proposal needs ap-
proval of a screening committee of secretaries.
Rules vary according to the duration of the visit,
the country to be visited, and the number of
members inadelegation. If the foreign tripin-
volves the hospitality of organisations other
than those of the UN, then FCRA clearance is
needed from the Home Ministry.

The mysterious golden ratio: why is it everywhere, now in human skull?

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

FOR CENTURIES, the golden ratio has fasci-
nated all kinds of people, not just mathemati-
cians. Physicists and biologists have studied
it, architects and artists have used it, and wor-
shippers have described itas a divine design.
And through the centuries, the golden ratio
has continued to amaze its diverse fans, fre-
quently cropping up at unexpected places.
The latest such place is the human skull.
If we draw an arc across the top of the skull
and divide it at a key junction over the brain,
the two arc-segments are approximately in
the golden ratio. This feature was studied re-
cently by researchers of Johns Hopkins
University, US, who have reported their find-
ings in The Journal of Craniofacial Surgery.

Just aratio, yet special

The golden ratio can be defined in terms
of aline, divided into two unequal segments
in a way that their lengths meet a simple
condition. When the ratio between these
two lengths (the longer segment divided by
the shorter one) happens to be the same as
the ratio between the entire line and the
longer segment, then the line is said to be
divided in the golden ratio (seeillustration).

For this condition to hold good, the ratio

Epaper..nelss. com

needs to be 1.61803... with the digits after
the decimal going on forever; the golden ra-
tiois what we call an “irrational number”. It
is represented by the Greek letter phi.
Why should such aratio be considered
special? Aesthetic appeal isamong the first
of many reasons. Architects such as Le
Corbusier have consciously proportioned
their works to the golden ratio, or close. So
have artists such as Salvador Dali and
Leonardo da Vinci, whose fascination with
the golden ratio features in the novel The
Da Vinci Code and the film based onit.
Interpretations of the golden ratio have
not always been objective. Some have re-
lated it to their idea of aesthetic beauty in
facial proportions, using the golden ratio
to describe Audrey Hepburn'’s face as per-
fection, and Marilyn Monroe's as close.
The fact remains, however, that the
golden ratio frequently shows itself in na-
ture, whether directly or indirectly (through
its cousins called the Fibonacci numbers). To
citeafew examples, the goldenratio appears
in the seeds of sunflowers, the scales of
pineapples, the arrangement of petals on a
rose, DNA structures, the anatomy of the heart
—and has now turned up in the human skull.

The newest appearance

In the days before computerised scans
became the norm, neurosurgeons would

WHAT IT MEANS, WHERE IT HAS SHOWN UP
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1: THE GOLDEN RATIO

When a line is divided into two unequal segments, they are
in the golden ratio if they satisfy the equation shown (above).

2: THE HUMAN SKULL

In the arc drawn over the skull (right), the two segments as
demarcated by the bregma are in the golden ratio.

Source: Johns Hopkins University
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themselves carry out measurements on the
skulls of their patients. One such measure-
ment is the distance from the base of the
nose (nasion) to the bump at the back of the
head (inion).

Measuring this arc in his patients, Dr
Rafael ] Tamargo of Johns Hopkins observed
a trend. At a junction called the bregma,
which is the meeting point of two impor-
tant connective tissue joints, the arc was di-

vided into two sub-arcs that respectively
accounted for 61.8% and 38.2% of the total
arc length.

Tamargo realised that these fractions
were in the goldenratio. “That’s how myin-
terest started,” he said over the phone.

For the new study, Tamargo and col-
league Dr Jonathan A Pindrik, his co-author,
examined the head CAT scans of 100 pa-
tients. Indeed, they found, the two sub-arcs

on either side of the bregma are in a ratio
that approximates the golden ratio.

Only in humans

For comparison, Tamargo and Pindrik
carried out the same measurements in 70
skulls of six other mammals, part of the col-
lection of the Smithsonian Institution
National Museum of Natural History in
Washington DC. This time, the division was

not in the golden ratio of 1.61.

Yet a trend appeared to emerge here too.
The closest to the golden ratio was found in
the skulls of lions (measured ratio 1.74), fol-
lowed by tigers (1.77), before deviating fur-
ther and further for rhesus monkeys (1.86),
domestic dogs (1.91), blue monkeys (1.95)
and finally eastern cottontail rabbits, in
whose skulls the ratio was a distant 2.25.

In the limited sampling, it appeared that
the more sophisticated the mammal, the
closer the measured ratio was to the golden
ratio. It is unclear, the research paper said,
why the golden ratio emerges in the human
skull and not in those of lower mammals.

The mystery endures

The golden ratio is alternatively called
the golden mean and the divine ratio. Its fre-
quent appearances in nature have driven
claims that it is the work of a divine design.
With its emergence in the human skull, can
it fuel further the idea that the ratio has
mystical attributes? Tamargo described that
as a difficult question to answer.

“Iam limiting myself to reporting what
I have found. But I think it is unavoidable to
wonder why this number appears in nature
so frequently,” he said. He described various
examples of its appearance, then added:
“Some people have said that this ratio may
be the signature of God in nature.”
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AFTER MAMALLAPURAM

The longer Delhi takes in getting its own act together, the
harder its China challenge gets

INVOLVES US ALL

NCREMENTAL PROGRESS and sustained dialogue have been the main features of

the engagement between the leaders of the two countries since the late 1980s,

when the two sides began to normalise the relationship that went into a deep chill

following the border clashes of 1962. A third feature of recent times, marked by
increasing tensions between the two countries on a range of issues, has been the strong
political commitment of the two sides to prudently manage their differences and prevent
them from becoming disputes. The second informal summit at Mamallapuram near
Chennai, between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Chinese leader Xi Jinping, has
followed a similar script. And if you are a diplomat, you might add a fourth feature to
India-China political encounters. An air of informality has begun to leaven the dull rigid-
ity that used to define them. Modi, always insistent on adding some colour to diplomatic
events and holding them outside Delhi, took Xi to Ahmedabad in 2014, Goa in 2016, and
now to Mamallapuram.

The Modi-Xi summit that took place amidst the visual beauty of Mamallapuram was,
of course, not expected to produce big breakthroughs. The leaders don’t negotiate on
complicated issues but only review the state of the relations, set a direction to their min-
isters and officials. Given the depth of differences on the boundary dispute, Kashmir,
China’s protection to Pakistan against international pressures on dismantling its terror in-
frastructure, and Beijing’s opposition to Delhi’'s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, it was entirely reasonable for the two leaders to focus on areas that are amenable
to progress. One of those areas is economic cooperation. Following the discussion on
India’s concerns about trade deficit that has reached unsustainable levels, Xi has agreed
to set up a high-level political mechanism to find ways to enhance India’s access to China’s
market. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will lead the Indian side.

According to the Indian officials, there was no discussion on other controversial is-
sues such as Kashmir that are troubling the relationship so deeply today. Before the sum-
mit, Delhi had affirmed that the issue is an internal one and the PM will not engage on
Kashmir unless Xi raised it. Delhi’s strategy, quite clearly, is not to get rattled or complain
about China’s harmful actions, but to look for advances in the bilateral relationship wher-
ever possible. On the face of it, India’s approach seems to impose few costs on China.
Implicit in this strategy, however, is the proposition that Delhi will do what it needs to
counter Beijing’s unhelpful moves. This, in turn, demands an active effort to reduce the
widening power gap with China. Put another way, diplomacy alone can’t resolve India’s
China challenge; it can at best manage it for the moment. The answer lies in accelerating
India’s own economic development, modernising its security structures, and strength-
ening cooperation with neighbours and building strong partnerships with major pow-
ers. The longer Delhi takes in getting its act together, the harder the challenge gets and less
credible its feel-good engagement with China.

IN HIS COMPANY

A new report confirms men continue to dominate India Inc.
Private sector needs to do more to ensure diversity, equality

FNATIONAL societies were brands, “diversity” would certainly be the buzzword for

India. But so would hierarchy and inequality. The CS Gender 3000 report, released

last week by the Credit Suisse Research Institute, is yet another pointer to the woe-

fullack of equal or even adequate representation of women in the upper echelons
of corporate India. According to the report, India’s female representation on corporate
boards has increased by 4.3 percentage points over the past five years to 15.2 per cent
this year. But this growth is well below the global average of over 20 per cent. India also
has the third-lowest rank in the Asia Pacific region with regard to female chief executive
officer representation (2 per cent), as well as the second-lowest rank for female chief fi-
nancial officer representation at just 1 per cent.

The Credit Suisse report merely confirms what has long been known anecdotally:
Apart from a few high-profile corporate leaders, by and large, the upper echelons and
even senior management positions in the private sector continue to be dominated by
men. In fact, at the time of intake, there is far greater gender parity, but the number of
women reduces exponentially as we move higher on the pyramid of corporate hierarchy.
The report, which surveyed 3,000 companies across 56 countries, also found that, glob-
ally, the number of women in leadership has doubled — a fact that makes India’s poor
performance all the more stark. The countries that lead the table — Norway, France,
Sweden and Italy, for example — either have formal quotas or informal targets for gen-
der parity in place. India’s private sector, though, has long resisted government-imposed
quotas for affirmative action.

Since Independence, various attempts have been made to resolve the contradiction
between India’s diversity and its inequality, from reservation in government jobs and ed-
ucational institutions, to the 25 per cent quota for students from economically weaker sec-
tions in private schools. The private sector’s resistance to legislation that circumscribes
itin matters of hiring and promotion is understandable. Yet, there can be no case for the
continuing glass ceiling that women, as well as other marginalised social groups, face, at
different levels and in several arenas. Given that the private sector — formal and informal
— accounts for over 95 per cent of the labour force, corporate leaders and boards must se-
riously consider institutionalised mechanisms to ensure diversity and equality. Any case
for government regulation is best stymied by proactive action from companies them-
selves. And, in an era that values innovation and new perspectives in business more than
ever before, keeping half the population from roles that could allow them to change the
nature of India Inc can only be counterproductive in the long run.
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WORDLY WISE
MEN ARE PROMOTED BASED ON POTENTIAL, WHILE
WOMEN ARE PROMOTED BASED ON PAST
ACCOMPLISHMENTS. — SHERYL SANDBERG

Mahabalipuram dialogue was part of a striving for
more balanced India-China ties

SANJAYA BARU

EVERY PRIME minister since Rajiv Gandhi
has tried to bridge the trust deficit between
India and China first created by the 1962
war. No one has had to do this more than
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the era
of not just 24x7 television but instant so-
cial media coverage. Diplomatic engage-
ment of this sort in these times has per-
force to be a spectacle. If the Howdy Modi
“walkaround” with United States President
Donald Trump was one kind of spectacle,
the “talkathon” at Mahabalipuram with
Chinese President Xi Jinping was of another
kind. However, it would be mistaken and
churlish to view these events as mere spec-
tacles. Prime Minister Modi has mastered
the art of in-your-face diplomatic engage-
ment not just in the world of new and in-
stant media, but one that is increasingly
characterised by a multipolar balance
of power.

The 1962 war was caused in part by dif-
ferences over delineating the border be-
tween two newly created republics. It was
also occasioned by Jawaharlal Nehru’s
hubris and Mao Zedong’s desire to show
India its place. Resolving the border issue
is key to bridging the trust deficit. However,
over the years, two other issues have come
up — China’s relations with Pakistan and
the large deficit in bilateral trade.

Responding to India’s closer relations
with the US, at a time when US-China rela-
tions have deteriorated, China has devel-
oped its own risk-mitigation strategy by
strengthening its partnership with
Pakistan. While India does not appreciate
the China-Pakistan nexus, it also recognises
the fact that China is not the only country
that uses Pakistan to keep India off balance.
All major powers have done so, and con-
tinue to do so.

If India can warm up to a Trump who is
willing to chat up Imran Khan and flirt with
the Taliban, why should it get all shirty with
a Xi who does the same? Pakistan offers it-
self willingly to the highest bidder. No one
will help India remove Pakistan from its
equation with the world if India itself will
not do enough to achieve that objective.

A second factor that added to the trust
deficit has been the trade deficit. While
India supported China’s membership of the

Over the past decade, India
has slowly come to terms
with the widening power
differential with China and
is building defences to deal
with it. The best defence
remains a stronger, more
productive and competitive
economy built on the
foundations of a better
educated and skilled people.
‘While India does its
homework, stable and
predictable relations with
China would help. Through
the Wuhan and
Mahabalipuram
conversations, and others
that will follow, India seeks
precisely this objective.

World Trade Organisation, it feels China
used the multilateral trade regime to
acquire access to the Indian market with-
out providing equal access to China’s. This
is only partly correct. India’s inability to ex-
port more to China is part of an overall lack
of global competitiveness that requires so-
lutions at home. However, by erecting non-
tariff barriers in products where India has
a competitive edge, China has contributed
toaview inIndia that it seeks to “de-indus-
trialise” India. In contributing to this view,
China has politicised an essentially
economic issue. The new high-level bilat-
eral economic and trade dialogue agreed
to at Mahabalipuram should help bridge
this deficit.

India’s priority in seeking good relations
with China is no different from her inter-
est in seeking good relations with other
global powers — to secure a global and re-
gional environment conducive to India’s
own economic development.

When Chinese interlocutors have
sought my explanation for closer US-India
relations I have always insisted that India
seeks the same level of engagement with
the US that China already has — given the
US’s more developed business-to-business
and people-to-people relations with China.

Despite the trade war, the US still buys
more from China than from India. Better
US-India government-to-government re-
lations are a more recent phenomenon
triggered by China'’s rise, the challenge of
jihadi extremism and the prosperity of
Indian Americans in the US. It remains to
be seen how invested the US would be in
India’s long-term rise.

Over the past decade, India has slowly
come to terms with the widening power
differential with China and is building de-
fences to deal with it. The best defence re-
mains a stronger, more productive and
competitive economy built on the founda-
tions of a better educated and skilled peo-
ple. While India does its homework, stable
and predictable relations with China would
help. Through the Wuhan and
Mahabalipuram conversations, and others
that will follow, India seeks precisely this
objective.

Many Indian analysts object to China’s

unhelpful role in India’s desire to seek
membership of the United Nations Security
Council and the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group.

But China is not the only major power
that likes to keep the door to exclusive
clubs closed to aspiring members. As for
India’s membership of NSG and the nuclear
deal, US support was entirely due to
President George W Bush Jr who over-ruled
naysayers within his own administration
and the US Congress to favour India.

If Modi can turn Xi into a friend,
like Manmohan Singh turned Bush around,
China too may change its stance. Which
is why the new informal format for the
Modi-Xi dialogue is important. It
is President Bush who wiped out decades
of distrust between India and the US.
Can Xi do that for India-China relations?
Trust between nations must begin at the
very top.

By speaking of a “hundred year plan”
for cementing relations between two
ancient civilisations, Chinese President
Xi Jinping has made two points. First, he
situated the current phase within the
long history of our civilisational engage-
ment. Second, he made the important
point that it would take time for a more bal-
anced relationship to get established
between China and India given the extant
power differential caused by China’s
spectacular rise since the beginning of
this century.

The next decade is, therefore, crucial for
India. It has to regain economic momen-
tum and strengthen its own human and
strategic capabilities as a modern, knowl-
edge-based nation. China’s power flows
precisely from these attributes.

The Modi-Xi engagement must be
viewed as part of a multi-polar engage-
ment with all major powers — including
the US, European Union, Russia and
Japan — aimed at enabling India’s
resurgence. Given Xi’s 100-year perspec-
tive, both countries have to learn to
live with year-to-year bumps while
journeying together towards a new
Asian Century.

The writer is Distinguished Fellow, Institute
of Defence Studies & Analysis, New Delhi
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WHERE DO I BELONG?

For a migrant to Delhi, obtaining legal identity is a tough ask

SAIKAT BOSE

BEFORE I MOVED to Delhi, a friend told me,
“You are moving to the city of migrants and
djinns”. All this while I believed I am the mi-
grant, now [ am not sure.

[ have been living in Delhi for over five
years. | built a career here, made some of my
best friends here and I love this city in a way
inwhichIdon’tlove my hometown. But can
[ prove I live here? No, I cannot. For nearly a
year now, I am caughtina circular process to
procure a proof of residence in this city. But
for all the talk of uniting the country so that
people can settle anywhere they want, our
system is still tuned to exclude, not include.

[ have linked my phone number to my
PAN, my PAN to Aadhaar and my Aadhaar to
my bank account. Every time I link two
“identities”, something else pops up. Every
day, I, the citizen, am trusted less. But I, on
the other hand, am expected to trust the gov-
ernment without doubt, without questions.

To open abank accountin Delhi, you need
a Voter ID, an Aadhaar or a driving licence
with your local address as proof of residence.
Interestingly, to get your Aadhaar or Voter ID
address updated or to apply for a driving li-
cence, you need a bank statement with a
Delhi address. How to get one without the
other is a question there are no answers to.

Most government websites for docu-
ments like the Aadhaar mention rent agree-
ment as an acceptable address proof, pro-
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ONE OF

800
MILLION

A VOICE, UNDER 35

‘When alandlord refuses
rent receipts to his tenant for
filing HRA claims, the latter
forges his signature and
makes a fake receipt. In
many cases, that is his first
act of fraud. If any Indian is
asked what is the central
question in his mind at this
point, the answer, in most
cases, would be linked to
identity.

vided it is registered. This means it has to be
made at a court. Most house owners, how-
ever, prefer a notary agreement, primarily
for two reasons — it is cheaper and it has lit-
tle legal value and won't help the tenant in
case of a dispute. Tenants do not have much
to say about this. In any case, they are not
asked.

But while the government does not ac-
cept a notary rent agreement as a valid doc-
ument, it does nothing to stop their use and
a useless piece of paper is handed over every-
day to hundreds of people.

Another document that government
websites identify as a proof of residence is a
landline telephone bill. A relic, the landline
has a way of making us realise its importance
from time to time — sometimes as a valid
document and at harsher times, for its oper-
ability during a clampdown.

[happen to have alandline number from
a private service provider, courtesy a broad-
band connection. When I offered that as a
proof of residence, I was told only a BSNL
landline bill would be accepted.

It was heartening to know that while the
company’s financial challenges and its em-
ployees’ struggles to make ends meet do not
receive much attention, its document con-
tinues to be held in high regard. Anyway,
the private service provider’s bill did not
help my case.

A significant aspect of such a frustrating
system is its potential to breed corruption.
When an individual keeps going in circles
but does not get work done, he will eventu-
ally head towards touts. When a landlord re-
fuses rent receipts to his tenant for filing HRA
claims, the latter forges his signature and
makes a fake receipt. In many cases, that is
his first act of fraud.

If any Indian is asked what is the central
question in his mind at this point, the answer,
in most cases, would be linked to identity:.
Whois he? Which side is he on? Where does
he belong? Can he prove he belongs?

Andif], living in the capital with all means
of communication at my disposal, cannot
prove that [ belong here, I can only wonder
how those who have not heard from their
loved ones in two months can feel or prove
that they belong. How can those on the verge
of being declared foreigners because their
names are not on a list prove that they be-
long, to their family, state and country?

In the Smart Cities of our Digital India, pa-
pers are still believed more than voices. And,
there are two places where what is written,
or not written, about a person is believed
more than what they say about themselves
— the prison and the asylum. Don’t know
which one we are in.

saikat.bose@expressindia.com
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JANATA LOSES SIKKIM

THE SIKKIM JANATA Parishad, led by a for-
mer teacher and relentless political cam-
paigner, Nar Bahadur Bhandari, seemed to
be heading towards capturing power in the
state on October 13 night with the Janata
Party facing a rout in the polls. There had
been widespread expectation that the Janata
Party would be able to win the largest num-
ber of seats. The present trend, however, in-
dicates that the expectation was baseless.
The parishad took 11 of the 18 seats declared
till late night on October 13 and inflicted a
stunning blow on the Janata Party by defeat-
ing its state unit president and former chief
minister, Kazi Lhendup Dorji.

KERALA GOVERNMENT

THERE WILL BE no change in the Congress
decision to support the Kerala coalition
headed by C H Mohammed Koya. Both the
Congress president’s emissary, Chandrajit
Yadav, who had discussions in Trivandrum
with Congress leaders and the KPCC
President A K Antony, made it clear that the
party stood committed to supporting the al-
ternative government. Both the leaders,
however, also said that the efforts for the
unity of left-democratic forces would be pur-
sued vigorously. Yadav told newsmen after
his discussions with state leaders that “Iam
not persuading Congressmen in Kerala to re-
verse their stand. I am here only to under-

stand the situation.”

PAKISTAN IS PUZZLED
OBSERVERS THINK THAT political develop-
ments in Pakistan are suspended and the na-
tion is somewhat puzzled. Military ruler
General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq's relentless
efforts to ensure “positive results” have given
rise to fears that parliamentary elections set
for November 17 might be postponed indef-
initely, the constitution abrogated and “ total
martial law” imposed. Pessimists see no elec-
tions forthcoming. They recall that the gen-
eral had once declared if a “certain situation
arose he would seek a direct vote for
himself.
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Time to TOP up

CR Sasikumar

Tomatoes-onions-potatoes face extreme price volatility. Addressing it requires
sustainable solutions, not temporary ad hoc measures

' _
FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
BY ASHOK (GULATI AND

HARSH WARDHAN

LAST MONTH, ON September 13, when
onion retail prices crossed Rs 40/kg in Delhi,
the government was hyperactive and im-
posed a minimum export price (MEP) of
$850/tonne. Later on, as prices went further
up to Rs 50-60/kg, stocking limits were im-
posed on traders and exports of onions were
banned. It created problems in neighbour-
ing countries, especially Bangladesh, invit-
ing a sharp jibe from the visiting Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on how this ban,
without any notice, affected her cooking and
how she had to instruct her cook to prepare
all vegetables without Indian onions.

But, now, when tomato retail prices have
gone beyond Rs 50/kg across the country,
what will the government do? Will PM Hasina
have to cut down even Indian tomatoes from
her cooking, and be forced to turn to China?
Anytime, the same situation may arise in the
case of potatoes. Such knee jerk reactions like
export bans or stocking limits on traders only
show the hollowness of our policies. We can
certainly do better in addressing large price
volatility of basic vegetables.

Tomatoes-onions-potatoes (TOP) are the
three basic vegetables that face extreme
price volatility and the government often
finds itself on the edge in fulfilling its dual
objectives of ensuring remunerative prices
for farmers and affordable prices for con-
sumers. Figure-1 presents the wholesale
price index of TOP since 2012. With a coeffi-
cient of variation (CV) of 52 per cent, onion is
the most volatile, followed by tomato (47 per
cent) and potato (31 per cent). Potato is the
least volatile because of higher processing-
to-production share (7 per cent) than onions
(3 per cent) and tomatoes (1 per cent), and
also because of large storage facilities for po-
tatoes. In fact, of the total 8,000 plus cold stor-
agesinIndia, 90 per cent are used for storing

potatoes. But tomatoes can’t be stored for
long. The current spike in tomato prices is
due to lower supply from major tomato pro-
ducing states like Maharashtra and
Karnataka owing to heavy rains.

The government had announced
“Operation Green-TOP” with an allocation of
Rs 500 crore in its budget of 2018. The idea
was to build value chains of TOP on the lines
of “Operation Flood” (AMUL model) for milk
in such a way that will ensure a higher share
of consumer’s rupee goes to farmers and sta-
bilises their prices. The scheme is nested with
the Ministry of Food Processing. But, so far,
progress is tardy. The AMUL model is based
on large procurement of milk from farmers’
cooperatives, processing, storing of excess
milk in skimmed milk powder form during
the flush season and using it during the lean
season, and distributing milk through an or-
ganised retail network. Milk does not pass
through any APMC, involves no commissions,
and farmers normally get 75-80 per cent of
the consumer’s rupee, as per AMUL’s claims.

But TOP are mostly traded in APMC mar-
kets, with layers of mandi fees and commis-
sions, and farmers get less than one-third of
the consumer’s rupee. In a forthcoming
ICRIER-NABARD study on “Deconstructing
Value Chains of Tomatoes, Onions and
Potatoes”, we estimate the farmer’s share to
be 32.1 per cent, 29.1 per cent and 26.6 per
cent of a consumer’s rupee for TOP respec-
tively. This cries for massive reforms in APMC.

For stabilising retail prices of fresh TOP,
and ensuring a higher share of the con-
sumer’s rupee to farmers, policy makers
need to focus on three things. First, ample
storage for buffer stocks has to be created.
While potatoes and onions can be stored, re-
peated stocking limits on onion traders dis-
courages private investments in modern cold
storages. For inviting large private invest-
ment in storages, the Essential Commodities
Act has to go. If the government feels that
traders are colluding to rig the market, then
the Competition Commission of India should
look into it. The government banning exports
or imposing stocking limits is not a solution.

Second, increase processing capacities for
TOP. Since buffer stocking for tomatoes is not
possible, processing remains the only solu-
tion. For this, the GST for tomato puree and
juice should be reduced from 12 per cent to
5 per cent. Milk and most milk products at-
tract 0 to 5 per cent GST. To propagate the use

Tomatoes-onions-potatoes
(TOP) are the three basic
vegetables that face extreme
price volatility and the
government often finds itself
on the edge in fulfilling its
dual objectives of ensuring
remunerative prices for
farmers and affordable prices
for consumers.

of processed products (tomato puree, onion
flakes, powder)among urban and bulk con-
sumers (hospitals, schools, armed forces),
the government should run campaigns in as-
sociation with industry organisations, as was
done for eggs. Most of the advanced coun-
tries use large quantities of processed toma-
toes and onions, which can be stored conve-
niently. India needs to have time bound
targets to process and export at least 10-15
per cent of TOP production. While India ex-
ports 10-12 per cent of onion production in
fresh and dehydrated form, it exports less
than 1 per cent of tomatoes and potatoes
production (see Figure-2).It is time that India
starts using these relatively new products,
like dehydrated onions, tomato puree, shred-
ded potatoes and frozen tikkis/french fries,
the way they adopted milk powder, ginger-
garlic paste, and frozen peas.

Third, direct buying by organised retailers
from farmer producer organisations (FPOs)
through contract farming, bypassing the
mandi system, should be encouraged. Like
dairy cooperatives, TOP cooperatives and re-
tail outlets like Safal across the country
should be opened. With over 400 Safal out-
lets across Delhi-NCR, onions are being sold
at Rs 25/Kg when retail prices are hovering
between Rs 50-60/Kg. A similar thing could
have been done for tomatoes. However, this
will require value chain development start-
ing with market reforms along with over-
hauling the infrastructure of existing APMC
mandis in the country. With crumbling in-
frastructure, many APMC mandis are run-
ning over their capacity. Our visit to the Kolar
mandi, one of the largest tomato mandi in
the country, spread over 20 acres, revealed
that the operations of the mandi have spread
to adjoining areas. For better functioning, it
requires at least two to three times more land
and much better infrastructure. These re-
forms and investments can be undertaken
on a public-private partnership (PPP) basis,
commissions can be reduced, contract farm-
ing can be encouraged, along with setting up
of private mandis for better efficiency.

The government needs to find a sustain-
able solution for price stabilisation of TOP,
rather than taking temporary ad hoc meas-
ures. It is time to TOP up.

Gulatiis Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture and Wardhan is
consultant at ICRIER

VIEW FROM THE Aweekly look at the public conversations shaping ideas beyond borders — in the
NEIGHBOURHOOD Subcontinent. Curated by Aakash Joshi
APPRAISING CHINA Second, the editorial points towards  [)EBATING JTHAD RIVER GAINS, LOSSES

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping’s informal
summit with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hasled to an appraisal of the Sino-Indian re-
lationship, at least within India. But Xi’s
planned visit to Nepal, as well as the high-
level Pakistan delegation that visited China,
have both made headlines in neighbouring
countries.

The Kathmandu Post, in its October 11 ed-
itorial, takes a careful view of Nepal-China
relations, but it is fairly critical of Beijing on
two counts. First, to point out that the eco-
nomic development promised by China has
borne little fruit; “ [Prime Minister] Oli has
time and again dangled the carrot of Chinese
support to win over the public, promising a
cross-border railway connecting Kathmandu
with Kerung. However, little of what was
promised has materialised. None of the nine
projects identified under the Belt and Road
Initiative has moved forward...”

Epaper.-neiss. com

China’s dubious human rights record: “For
allits economic might, China remains a one-
party state with a poor human rights record.
Under Xi, the Communist Party of China has
cracked down on Uighurs and has provoked
Hong Kong into full-blown rebellion.”

The editorial in Dawn, on the same day,
isalso an appraisal — of the fruits of the high-
level delegation’s visit to the country. The
positives, as far as the editorial is concerned,
are some mild symbolic gains in terms of
condemning India’s actions in Jammu and
Kashmir, which it welcomes.

On the most substantive issue — CPEC —
though, the editorial is less full of praise: “The
second phase of CPEC, which envisages the
inflow of vast Chinese investments from the
private sector into Pakistan, has been stuck
for almost two years now. Progress is also at
a standstill on an agreement on financing
arrangements for the main railway upgra-
dation project known as ML-1.”

While there appears near-unanimous
agreement in the Pakistan press over New
Delhi’s actions in Kashmir, geopolitical ana-
lyst Aneela Shahzad in an article in The
Express Tribune on October 10 asks: “Are we
ready for a strife that will drag our youth into
awar, and for a holy war that can easily turn
into a holy nuclear Jihad? Is this what we ex-
pected of the PM? Has he not been too swift
in going from an ‘ambassador of Kashmir’ to
a war-fanatic?”

She asks difficult questions on the
Kashmir issue from the Pakistani perspec-
tive. On the one hand, the country is not
ready for war, nor is it desirable as a moral
goal. On the other hand, New Delhi’s actions
have not been affected by Pakistan’s aggres-
sive diplomacy, trying to bring international
pressure on Kashmir. This is the conundrum
currently facing Pakistan, and one that is un-
likely to resolve itself.

Nazrul Islam, economist and founder of
Bangladesh Environment Network, inan ar-
ticle in The Daily Star on October 9, talks of
the country’s river-water sharing agree-
ments signed with India during the recent
visit by PM Sheikh Hasina: “There was hardly
any concrete progress toward meeting
Bangladesh’s concerns regarding shared
rivers. This is disappointing when many
parts of the country’s west adjoining the
Padma River are experiencing unprece-
dented flood, the root cause of which is the
Farakka Barrage. India regulates the gates of
this barrage in winter in a way that diverts
water, causing siltation, encroachment, shal-
lowing, and other harmful morphological
changes, which reduce the carrying capac-
ity of the PadmaRiver...”

He asks the governments of both coun-
tries a “transit in exchange for rivers” for-
mula, as a win-win situation for both.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The high-level visit to China by the top political and military leadership of
Pakistan has yielded some positive movement in this country’s attempts to

draw international attention to the atrocities...in.. Kashmir.”

— DAWN

On the edge

As world stares at recession, there is need for
coordinated policies by major economies. But
credibility of multilateral forums is dwindling

PRAVAKAR SAHOO

THE ANNUAL data for the last two years,
and also quarterly numbers on world
economy, trade and capital flows suggest
that the world economy is on the edge of
arecession. World GDP was at 3.8 per cent
in 2017, fell to 3.6 per cent in 2018, and is
now projected to be 3.2 per cent in 2019.

The two major groups — 39 Advanced
Economies (AEs) and 23 Emerging
Economies (EEs) — have been experienc-
ing downturn for the last two years. While
AEs are projected to grow at 1.7 per cent in
2019 from 2.4 per cent in 2017, EEs are set
to experience 3.8 per cent growth in 2019
from 4.8 per centin 2017. Though the IMF
projects a better picture for AEs (3.5 per
cent) and EEs (4.5 per cent) in 2020, it is
difficult to predict given the geo-political
uncertainty, escalating trade war between
US and China, and lack of consensus
among the G-7 and G-20 member coun-
tries to push world trade and growth.
Investors are worried about the slump and
that s clearly reflected in capital flows and
stock markets across the countries.

Growth and trade go hand in hand. In
fact, the spectacular growth of the world
economy between 2003-2008 till the
Global Financial Crisis (GFC) was well sup-
ported by world trade. However, world
trade growth has been shrinking since
2017 — it fell to 3.7 per cent in 2018 from
5.5 per centin 2017 and is projected at 1.6
per cent in 2019. The growth of trade vol-
ume for AEs is projected to be 1.6 per cent
in 2019 from 4.4 per cent in 2017 whereas
for EEs trade is expected to grow at 1.5 per
cent in 2019 from 7.4 per cent in 2017.
Though the IMF has forecasted an upward
projection for world trade in 2020, there is
great uncertainty due to the ongoing US-
China trade war.

Individually, the world’s top 10
economies are slowing down. While the
US, the largest economy of the world, has
a projected growth of 2.3 per centin 2019
from 2.9 per cent in 2018, China is grow-
ing at its slowest pace in the last three
decades — thanks to the US-China tariff
war affecting trade worth billions of dol-
lars. Though different factors have been
at play resulting in slow growth in each
of these big economies, a global slump in
the manufacturing sector, weak global
sales in automobiles and electronics, and
adrop in business confidence — owing to
uncertainty in trade and investment —
are facilitating the continuous slide.

For example, Germany, the world’s
fourth largest economy, relies heavily
on automobile exports to the US
and China. The British economy is
shrinking mainly because of the fears of a
chaotic Brexit without cutting a deal to
protect its trade. Italy’s downward trend
is due to high unemployment, weak
productivity, huge debt and regular
political upheavals. Brazil is undergoing
high unemployment and weak industrial
production.

As the US-China tariff war is escalat-

with both countries resuming and
dropping the bilateral talks intermittently
— the world economy is undergoing im-
mense uncertainties. And, as Bloomberg
reports, this uncertainty could lower
world GDP by 0.6 per cent by 2021. A so-
lution to the tariff war looks like a bleak
possibility — even as the US puts condi-
tions on China, such as resolving the mass
protests in Hong Kong. The protests, on
since June 2019 in Hong Kong, Asia’s fi-
nancial hub, are denting the confidence
of investors and businessmen.
Hong Kong’s GDP and exports have been
worst affected in FY 2019 due to setbacks
in Asian manufacturing, trading and in-
vestment.

Further re-imposition of US sanctions
on Iranian oil not only affected Iran’s econ-
omy and price levels, leading to a weak
currency, but it also led to disruptions in
the supplies of oil and oil price volatility.
Both India and China, the two largest en-
ergy consuming countries in the world,
are badly affected, as both countries are
among the largest importers of Iranian
crude on favourable terms. All these un-
certainties are supplementing the already
existing difficult situation in the Indian
economy, that is, lack of aggregate de-
mand. Though the US-China tariff war
gives an opportunity for Indian exports to
export more to both countries, we have
failed to capitalise so far.

In such a scenario, when the world
economy is staring at a recession, it is
increasingly important to strive for
international cooperation through forums
like the G-7 and the G-20 to revive world
trade and growth, like they did after
GFC. Though the G-7 leaders called for
boosting globalisation through efficient
and fair trade, there is no such commit-
ment to arrest protectionist measures.
In fact, they also expressed concern on
how to safeguard the rule-based trading
system led by the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) through reforms and
modernisation, improve intellectual prop-
erty protection and a quicker settlement
of trade disputes.

Crucially, the G-7 leaders made a com-
mitment to reach an agreement that sim-
plifies regulatory barriers to trade and
modernises international taxation within
the framework of the OECD in 2020. The
US and China, at the G-7 forum, also
recognised the importance of bilateral
talks to resolve trade issues rather than
slamming tariffs on the opposing country
or by pressurising businesses of the home
country by withdrawing operations from
the opposing country.

The world economy is on the edge
of arecession that can affect the standard
of life of billions of people through
jobs, wages, price stability and
uncertainty. Though it is not a crisis
situation like 2008, there is an urgent need
for international cooperation for globali-
sation, resolution of trade conflicts
and the peaceful resolution of geo-politi-
cal uncertainties. Moreover, there is a
need for coordinated fiscal and monetary
policies by major economies, like the
G-20 members adopted after GFC. But
unfortunately, the credibility of even
the G-20 and WTO is at stake. So who
is going to save the world economy?

The writer is a professor at
Institute of Economic Growth (IEG),

ing — especially in the last few months Delhi University
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
FoCUSs ON FARMS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The wrong LETTER OF THE
way out’ (IE, October 8). The writer has WEEK AW ARD

correctly pointed out that higher gov-
ernment spending and not tax cuts are
the need of the hour. But the issue is
which sector should the government
spend on? We have forgotten that India
is an agrarian economy. We need for-
eign expertise in agriculture and food
storage, which we neglect and expect
private enterprises to bail out the econ-
omy through manufacturing.
Developing agriculture as an industry
and eliminating middlemen is needed.

KV Benaje Kumar via e-mail

SAFETY VALVES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The testin
protest’ (IE, October 10). Social media is
fueling a new kind of nationalism. Such
a nationalism works in the interest of
the ruling party. And it helps to keep
dissent in check. It affects farmers,
labourers and Dalits. The government
seems to have found ways to curb their
dissent.

Ranyjit Shinde via e-mail

RSS’S DECEIT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘RSS re-
play’ (IE, October 10). RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat tried to clarify to clarify the or-
ganisation’s stand on instances of

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

lynching, and attempted to disassoci-
ate the Sangh from any kind of mob vi-
olence. He even denied charges of
Islamophobia against it. But the role of
vigilantes and the religious right has
been bought to light in recent incidents
of lynching. The chilling murder of
Pehlu Khan and other such hate crimes
have largely been recognised as the
handiwork of elements emboldened by
the RSS’s Hindutva push. The RSS has
hardly made any efforts to allay the
fears of minorities. Hate mongering BJP
MPs like Sadhvi Pragya Thakur con-
tinue to spew venom.

P LSingh, Amritsar
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SWACHH SARVEKSHAN 2019

How Peddapalli

became the

cleanest district in the country

By working with the
people, the district has
not only topped the
cleanliness survey but
alsoreduced dengue
cases

SREENIVAS JANYALA
PEDDAPALLI,OCTOBER 13

EARLY EVERY Friday morning, hundreds of
employees working in various government
departments in Peddapalli district of
Telangana fan out in the 263 villages of the
district and by 6 am they are ready to donate
their labour. Each employee — from the low-
est ranking ones to the district collector —al-
ready knows what he or she has to do; their
tasks are identified and allocated by every
Thursday. They start work by 6 am and by
9.30 report back to their respective offices.
This practice — called “Swachh Shukravar”
(Clean Friday) — wherein government em-
ployees and villagers get together to clean up
the villages, clear garbage, dig soak pits, build
community toilets, and plant trees, has been
adopted by the Peddapalli district and it is
this that won it the first place award in the
national Swachh Sarvekshan 2019 (which
was the world’s largest cleanliness survey)
conducted recently.

Peddapalli has achieved this distinction
— of being designated the cleanest districtin
the country — by a combination
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A community toilet, clearly demarcated for women, in Peddapalli Express

tion launched special drives to build common
soak pits and village garbage dumping yards.
“The common soak pits were constructed
where water stagnation was noticed which
led to mosquito breeding and therefore
spread of diseases like dengue,” says P Prem
Kumar, consultant to the district collector
and a former Joint Director in Industries
Department. “Households letting

of good governance initiatives, THE out water onto the roads or unau-
people’s participation, and pru- thorised drains was a big problem
dent use of funds available under BIG so we covered up the drains and
the Mahatma Gandhi National STORY planted trees on them while pro-

Rural Employment Guarantee

viding the households proper

Scheme and Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme.

The district has not only topped the
cleanliness rankings but also, thanks to the
proper sanitation measures, brought down
the number of dengue cases this year to 43
from 271 that were reported in 2018. This at
a time when in rest of Telangana, including
Hyderabad, more than 5,000 dengue cases
have been reported this season.

District Collector A Sri Devasena says that
apart from an extensive drive to build indi-
vidual toilets in the villages, the administra-

FROM STATES
REFORMS TRACKER

WEST BENGAL
Diesel-run cabsto be
phased out

West Bengal’s Pollution Control
Board Chairman has announced
that the taxi drivers plying diesel-
run cabs will be incentivised to shift
to electric vehicles. The main incen-
tive would be in the form of money
and as much as Rs 3 lakhs could be
paid to cab drivers by different au-
thorities like the Transport depart-
ment to make the change. It has also
been reported that the government
is planning to boost the charging in-
frastructure for such vehicles.

MADHYA PRADESH
‘Magpnificient MP’
investor summit

CM Kamal Nath

Chief Minister Kamal Nath’s govern-
ment will organise an investors
summit on October 17 and 18 in
Indore. According to reports, close to
600 dignitaries including some of
the biggest names in the business
world are expected to participate in
the event. The CM has asked top
state bureaucrats to ensure that MP
makes it easy for businesses to start
and run enterprises.

UTTAR PRADESH
lIM Lucknow toimpart
training to officials

The state government’s senior bu-
reaucrats especially heads of the var-
ious departments will be trained by
experts from the Indian Institute of
Management (Lucknow). The move
comes in the wake of a three-day
training provided by IIM-L to the po-
litical leadership in the government.
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drainage connections,” says Prem
Kumar as he details the various changes in
the district (see box).

The district administration also estab-
lished garbage collection yards in all the 263
villages. “Avillage sanitation committee un-
der the local sarpanch oversees segregation
of plastic, dry, and wet waste. While advis-
ing villagers to reduce the use of plastic we
have entrusted the task of collecting plastic
waste to women of Self Help Groups. They
collect plastic by paying Rs 2 per kg from the
villages and sell it for Rs 4 per kg to a gran-

ules manufacturing unit in Peddapalli town.
We want to totally ban the use of plastic in
the coming days. Women of SHGs have
started a unit at Khanapur to manufacture
cotton bags of various sizes for carrying gro-
ceries etc with a grant of Rs 25 lakhs from
PMEGP,” an official says.

To fund much of the sanitation work,
cleanliness campaign and digging holes for
plantation and afforestation drives, the dis-
trict effectively used funds allotted under the
MGNREGS. The 262 community toilets were
built at a cost of Rs 4.30 crore.

Innovatively using the services of 1.20
lakh women organised in SHGs, the district
administration gives five saplings to each
woman on any festival to be planted. On the
occasion of Varalakshmi vrath festival re-
cently more than 5 lakh saplings were
planted.

Almost every household hasawomanin-
volved in an SHG and by engaging them and
other villagers in the committees for sanita-
tion, greenery, cleanliness campaign, officials
say they are getting the villagers’ participa-
tion without which this change would not
be possible.

WHAT CHANGED IN
PEDDAPALLI

M Over 16,000 community soak
pits constructed

B More than 75,000 household
soak pits constructed

M The district is now open-
drainage free; no sewerage on the
roads.

M Houses in all the 263 villages
have individual toilets.

B Community toilets (separate for
men and women) builtin 262
villages; village sanitation
committees responsible for
maintaining these.

B These committees are also
responsible for keeping the
stormwater drains free of garbage
and plastic.

B Running water connections via
pipelines being provided under
Mission Bhagiratha

EXPLAINED

What is Swachh
Shukravar

THE SWACHH Shukravar (or Clean
Friday)is an enterprising initiative by
the district administration of
Peddapalli and it essentially entails
engaging all government officials - re-
gardless of their rank and posting - to
spare a few hours every Friday and
give theirlabour towards cleaning the
villages of the district. Not only does
this energise the official machinery to
achieve its cleanliness targets but also
motivates the common public to
maintain those standards.

Why Sangrur is the best in Punjab for
providing public services within set timelines

RAAKHIJAGGA
SANGRUR,OCTOBER 13

WHEN IT comes to providing citizen-centric
services through Sewa Kendras (one-stop
government centres for providing various
services) Sangrur tops Punjab. It had a pen-
dency rate (thatis the number of complaints
that were not resolved within the specified
timeframe) of only 0.32% as of October 4. This
was achieved by constant monitoring,
weekly review meetings and, most impor-
tantly, strict accountability. Those officials
who faltered during the week had to report
to the District Collector’s office at 9 am every
Tuesday and explain. Most employees
quickly decided to instead finish their work
on time. “Tuesday meetings are still on even
though over 99% services are being provided
well in time, but still a few need to explain
every week,” said Ghanshyam Thori, the DC,
while talking with The Indian Express.

A ‘Sewa Kendra’ in Sangrur. Gurmeet Singh

The Punjab government provides a total
of 252 services to public — such as providing
death and birth certificate, arms license (new
and renewal), marriage certificate, certified
copies of documents etc. — and they come un-
der several different departmental heads such
as revenue, social security and local bodies etc.
Out of these, 143 services have gone online
while 95 are still offline and 14 services are re-
lated to third parties such as bill payment be-

MAHARASHTRA/AGRICULTURE REFORM

Better irrigation, sweeter grapes make this farmer stand out

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

WHEN THIS year’s water crisis hit several
states including Maharashtra, the paucity
of water did not affect the grape farms
spread across Vadner Bahirav village of
Chandwad taluka in Nashik. For over a
decade, 37-year-old grape farmer Bapu
Bhausaheb Salunke has been perfecting the
application of water conservation tech-
niques. With his success, including an in-
crease in the yield of grapes, his friends, rel-
atives and neighbours have followed suit,
making Vadner Bahirav a high yielding
grape village.

On September 25, Salunke received the
first prize for “Increasing water use effi-
ciency by an individual” from Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat at
India’s first Water Awards in New Delhi.

“My family owns 22 acres of land. I
started farming along with my father when
[ was 18 years old. We lived in a modest
home then and would only manage to grow
crops 6 months of the year. While there is
no severe water paucity in Nashik, where

ing done by a private company etc.

Although a fixed timeline to provide serv-
ices was introduced in August 2016 but
Sangrur never followed it religiously. Thori
joined as the DC of Sangrur in March 2018 and
started monitoring the pendency. “Our pen-
dency in providing services was 3.07% at that
time with 8,212 pending applications. We
were at the 6th position (out of 22 districts)in
the state when it came to providing services
within the stipulated time," recalled Thori,
who was transferred from Barnala, which was
till then the top ranker in providing services
till then. He immediately set out to make
Sangrur the number one ranked district.

What was his mantra? Apart from fixing
overall deadlines for one particular service,
he laid down sub-timelines for each stage of
the process. For example, when someone ap-
plied for getting their old-age pension
started, the Sewa Kendra official had to move
the file within a day failing which he had to
explain the delay.
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Thanks to efficient irrigation, Bapu Salunke now grows 10 types of grapes Express

my village is located, my village has always
suffered from water scarcity. In years hit by
drought we would grow for fewer months,”
said Salunke. Even in a good water year, the

family would sow in only five acres of the
total farmland.

About 15 years ago, Salunke heard of a
farmer’s training programme at
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‘Enrollment will ensure
schooling, attendance
will ensure learning’

GUJARAT'S PRINCIPAL Secretary for
Education (primary and secondary) VINOD
RAO launched the Command and Control
Centre (CCC) to track teachers and teaching
activity in schools and ensure accountabil-
ity. The initiative was launched on Teachers’
Day and involves facial recognition system
of attendance for teachers. He talks to RITU
SHARMA to explain the details.

Why was a facial recognition attendance
system required for teachers?

The online attendance system is already
there since December 2018. The biometric at-
tendance system (involving facial recogni-
tion) completely eliminates wrong atten-
dance, proxy attendance, ghost students,and
cleans up the system in the government,
grant-in-aid and self-financed schools.
Initially, there was a lot of resistance, issues
of acceptability, connectivity and logistics, but
we overcame them. Then we thought just by
bringing online attendance if we canimprove
the attendance of teachers and students sig-
nificantly in the last nine months now the
time has come to move to biometrics.

How far will it improve learning
outcomes?

Attendance has already significantly im-
proved. To cite a case there is a village in
Gadhada taluka of Bhavnagar district where
the school has a large number of migrants
from Naswadi in Chhota Udepur district.
They were very irregular. But after being
identified through online attendance when
we talked to their parents they started at-
tending school very regularly.

Enrollment will ensure schooling while
attendance will ensure learning. In educa-
tion, we need corrective action instead of
punitive action. And you can bring in correc-
tive action by repeated positive pressure.

Can you cite some corrective measures?

When you are handling 2.5 lakh man-
power and 70 lakh children you cannot bring
significant change by fear or by punishment.
[ cannot think of a system where 50 teach-
ers were dismissed in one go but we did it.
That cannot be called punishment. Most of
them are abroad but their names continued
toreflect as teachers on the rolls because the
system was not updated and they (missing
teachers) thought “let our names remain on
record, tomorrow we can claim something
showing a medical certificate”. Now, because
of online attendance, we dismissed them.

When you create a system that is very
transparent then automatically the system
improves without punishment because you
are now in a glasshouse where people are
watching you.

THE

PoLiCcY INTERVIEW
VINOD RAO

Principal Secretary for Education, Gujarat

IN NUMBERS

What are the other targets?

This year, we will create a list of students
who cannot read, write and calculate but still
have 80 per cent plus attendance. Similarly,
a list of children who have less than 60 per
cent attendance and cannot read, write and
calculate. In the latter case, I will give the ben-
efit of doubt to the teacher. But a child who
has 80 per cent plus attendance and cannot
read, write and calculate whose fault is it?
Parents are illiterate but they have sent the
child to school so either the attendance sheet
is wrong or you have not taught.

In the semester and annual examination
system, a separate follow up will be under-
taken for children who have got less than 50
per cent marks and have more than 80 per
cent attendance. Then I will ask teachers
now tell me who is to be blamed. With the
teacher being the same for the same subject
for three primary classes now the teachers
cannot say that the child’s basics were not
clear. So we are creating an environment of
accountability.

[ believe it is a greater loss to the nation
when a child attends school and is not learn-
ing than a child who is not attending school
and not learning.

When a child does not attend school and
does not learn, the child contributes to the
household in some way -- may be taking care
of siblings or ensuring financial support but
when a child is attending school there is an
opportunity cost the family is already pay-
ing and a cost the government is paying,.

TECHNOLOGY GOVERNANCE

Who stands where: What WEF survey revealed about how fast does the legal
framework in a country adapt to technological changes

United States (1 )_
Saudi Arabia (11 )_
incia (25)
Turkey (45)—
Global average_
South Africa (73)_
Brazil (111 )_

1 2

Very slow
adaptabilty

Source: World Economic Forum, Executive Opinion Survey (various editions)

3 4 5 6 7

Very fast
adaptabilty

Maharashtra’s Water and Land
Management Institute at Aurangabad. He
enrolled in the 5-day training programme,
came back to his village and used the fam-
ily’s savings, Rs 6 lakhs, to build a one-acre
watershed pond on his farm. That year, the
water accumulated in the pond during the
monsoons was used to irrigate a larger
swathe of land. The year after, Salunke built
another half-acre watershed, and then a
deep well and installed two borewells. And
then he started micro-irrigation methods to
grow grapes.

Since then, Salunke’s farm no longer
grows any other vegetables and uses the en-
tire 20 acres to grow grapes. “l export grapes
to most of the European countries apart
from exporting to Bangladesh, Malaysia,
China and Russia and, of course, sending my
grapes to Delhi.

When I started, people in the villages, as
well as my relatives, would make fun of me.
But when I started doing well, and they
would see that I was not only growing
through the year but also the quality of my
grapes had improved and so had the yield,
they started following suit,” said Salunke.

He points out that at least 100 farmers,

from his village as well as neighbouring
ones, have now built similar watersheds on
their farms, and grow grapes through the
year.

“I had to drop out of school in class XII
because my father could no longer afford to
send me. I owned a cycle when I went for
my first training session. Now [ own two
cars, seven motorcycles and five tractors,”
said Salunke.

Salunke’s teacher, B M Shete, who was in
charge of the farmers training programme
at the Aurangabad Institute, said that over a
lakh farmers have been trained there in wa-
ter management since the 1990s.

“We started a programme for women
farmers in 1995 as well and have since also
started water management education pro-
grammes for children in class IXand X, “said
Shete, who has retired from the institute a
couple of months ago.

Micro-irrigation, explained Shete, does-
n’t only ensure that the yield of grapes in-
creases but also improves their quality. “It
determines things like the sugar content of
the grapes, ensuring that the grapes grown
in Nashik meet international standards and
can, therefore, be exported”.
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74 MIGRANTS RESCUED OFF LIBYAN COAST

Humanitarian groups on Sunday said they have rescued 74 migrants on a rubber boat
in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Libya while Tunisian authorities reported
blocking a smuggling boat carrying 110 migrants from setting off for Italy.

worio~ |S families escape en masse from
camp in Kurdish-held Syrian town
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The partially collapsed
Hard Rock Hotel in
New Orleans. AP

USA

Hotel collapses
inNew Orleans;
2 dead, 1missing

New Orleans: A large sec-
tion of a Hard Rock Hotel
under construction beside
New Orleans’ historic
French Quarter collapsed
Saturday amid blinding
dust and flying debris,
killing two people and in-
juring more than 20.
Rescue workers searched
thelargely unstable build-
ing for one person still un-
accounted for. Nearby
buildings were evacuated.
A 270-foot construction
crane — one of two still
looming over the multi-
story building — also was
dangerously unstable, fire
officials said. The hunt for
the missing was sus-
pended at nightfall over
safety concerns.

BRITAIN

UK: Diplomat’s
wifehasno
immunity incase
overfatalcrash

London: British media are
reporting that the wife of
an American official who
left the UK after being in-
volved in a fatal road acci-
dent no longer has diplo-
matic immunity. BBC and
Sky News said Sunday that
UK Foreign Secretary
DominicRaabhad told the
family of Harry Dunn that
“immunity is no longer
pertinent” because the
suspect hasleftthe UK. The
Foreign Office declined to
comment. Dunn, 19, was
killed in August when his
motorcycle collided witha
car outside in southern
England. The alleged car
driver, Anne Sacoolas,who
is married to a US official,
subsequently left Britain.

MYANMAR

Rakhine rebels
abduct dozens
after storming

bus, says Army

Yangon: Suspected ethnic
Rakhine rebels disguised
asasports teamstormeda
bus in rural Myanmar and
took 31 hostages — mostly
off-duty firefighters and
construction workers —
authorities said Sunday.
The state-backed Global
New Light of Myanmar
said the bus — travelling to
the Rakhine state capital of
Sittwe — was flagged
down by amandressedin
civilian attire before 18
rebels in sportswear
emerged from the forest
and ordered the passen-
gers off at gunpoint.

US says will withdraw 1,000 troops from Syria as Turkey intends to go deeper

AP,REUTERS
AKCAKALE, WASHINGTON,
OCTOBER 13

HUNDREDS OF Islamic State
supporters escaped from a hold-
ing camp in northern Syria on
Sunday amid heavy clashes be-
tween invading Turkish-led
forces and Kurdish fighters. The
United States said it was with-
drawing some 1,000 troops from
the north after learning that
Turkey planned to extend its
military incursion further south
than originally planned.

Another considerationin the
decision, US Defence Secretary
Mark Esper indicated, was that
Washington’s Kurdish-led ally,
the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), were looking to make a
deal with Russia to counter the
Turkish onslaught.

Outlining Turkey’s goals,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said the incursion would stretch
from Kobani in the west to
Hasaka in the east, going some
30 km into Syrian territory, “in
line with the safe zone map
which we declared previously”.

The developments reflected
the rapidly growing chaos in
Syria in the week since Trump
ordered American forces in the
region to step aside, leaving the
US-allied Kurds wide open to at-
tack from Turkey.

“We have American forces
likely caught between two op-
posing advancing armies, and it’s
avery untenable situation,” Esper
said on CBS in announcing US
troops would leave the north. He
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Smoke billows after Turkish shelling on the Syrian town of
Ras al Ain on Sunday. Reuters

did not say how many would
withdraw but that they represent
most of the 1,000 troops in Syria.

AUS military official said that
the situation was “deteriorating
rapidly.” The official, who was not
authorised to disclose opera-
tional details and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said American
troops were unable to move
around on the ground without a
“highrisk” of confrontation with
Turkish-backed forces.

The danger to American
forces was illustrated on Friday,
when a small number of US
troops came under Turkish ar-
tillery fire at an observation post
in the north. No Americans were
hurt. Esper said it was unclear
whether that was an accident.

Trump, in a tweet, said: “Very
smart not to be involved in the in-
tense fighting along the Turkish
Border, for a change. Those that
mistakenly got us into the Middle

Imran in Tehran on
mission to facilitate
Iran-Saudi talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TEHRAN,OCTOBER 13

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister
Imran Khan visited Iran on
Sunday on a mission to actas a
“facilitator” between Tehran
and Riyadh and try to defuse
rising tensions in the Gulf.

Khan held talks with
President Hassan Rouhani at
the presidential palace and
later met with Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
according to the leader’s
official website.

He is expected to visit Saudi
Arabia next on Tuesday.

“The reason for this trip is
that we do not want a conflict
between Saudi Arabia and Iran,”
Khan told reporters as he stood
alongside Rouhani.

“Whatever it takes, we must
never allow this conflict to take
place, because we know, Mr
President, that there is a vested
interest that wants this to take
place,” he told Rouhani.

Noting that it was a “com-
plex” issue that can be resolved
through talks, Khan warned that
any conflict between Iran and
Saudi Arabia would “cause
poverty in the world”.

Pakistan has strong relations
with Saudi Arabia, with more
than 2.5 million of its nationals
living and working in the king-
dom, but it also maintains good
relations with Iran and repre-
sents Tehran's consular interests
in the United States.

This is Khan's second visit
this year to Iran, which shares a
border of about 1,000 kilometres
with Pakistan.

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan with Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and President Hassan
Rouhani in Tehran on Sunday. AP

EXTINCTION REBELLION PROTESTS

400 scientists endorse mass civil disobedience to force climate action

REUTERS
LONDON, OCTOBER 13

ALMOST 400 scientists have en-
dorsed a civil disobedience cam-
paign aimed at forcing govern-
ments to take rapid action to
tackle climate change, warning
that failure could inflict “incalcu-
lable human suffering”.

In a joint declaration, climate
scientists, physicists, biologists,
engineers and others from atleast
20 countries broke with the cau-
tion traditionally associated with
academia to side with peaceful

protesters courting arrest from
Amsterdam to Melbourne.
Wearing white laboratory
coats to symbolise their research
credentials, a group of about 20
of the signatories gathered on
Saturday to read out the text out-
side London’s century-old
Science Museum in the city’s up-
market Kensington district.
“We believe that the contin-
ued governmental inaction over
the climate and ecological crisis
now justifies peaceful and non-
violent protest and direct action,
even if this goes beyond the
bounds of the current law,” said

Epaper..nelss. com

Emily Grossman, a science
broadcaster with a PhD in mo-
lecular biology. She read the dec-
laration on behalf of the group.

“We therefore support those
who are rising up peacefully
against governments around the
world that are failing to act pro-
portionately to the scale of the
crisis,” she said.

The declaration was coordi-
nated by a group of scientists
who support Extinction
Rebellion, a civil disobedience
campaign that formed in Britain
ayear ago and has since sparked
offshoots in dozens of countries.

TURKEY'’S
SYRIA
OFFENSIVE

East Wars are still pushing to fight.
They have noidea whatabad de-
cision they have made.”

On Sunday, heavy fighting
reached adisplaced-persons camp
in Ein Eissa, some 35 kilometers
(20miles)south of the border, that
ishome tosome 12,000 people, in-
cluding around 1,000 wives and
widows of Islamic State fighters
and their children, held ina special

ONPULLING TROOPS,
TRUMP SAYSHEIS
AN “ISLAND OF ONE’

Washington: US President
Donald Trump said
Saturday that he is an “is-
land of one” for removing
US forces from northeast-
ern Syria. But he remained
steadfast and defended a
move that drew wide-
spread bipartisan criticism
and risked the lives of
Syrian Kurdish allies who
helped the United States
bring down the Islamic
State group in Syria.
Trump said the US can-
not fight “endless wars.”
“We have to bring our great
heroes, our great soldiers,
we have to bring them
home. It’s time. It’s time,”
Trump said ina lengthy and
wide-ranging address to the
Values Voter Summit, an an-
nual gathering of social con-
servative activists. AP

detention camp.

The Kurdish-led administra-
tion in northern Syria said in a
statement that 950 IS support-
ers escaped after attacking
guards and storming the gates. It
was notimmediately possible to
confirm that figure.

Esper said he was aware of
the reports of escapes and of
atrocities committed against the
Kurds in the fighting.

Protesters damage a Bank of China building (left) and railway tracks in Hong Kong on Sunday. AP

‘Russia bombed
four Syrian

hospitals within
12 hours in May’

EVANHILL &
CHRISTIAAN TRIEBERT
OCTOBER 13

THE RUSSIAN Air Force has re-
peatedly bombed hospitals in
Syria in order to crush the last
pockets of resistance to President
Bashar Assad, according to an in-
vestigation by The New York Times.

An analysis of previously un-
published Russian Air Force ra-
dio recordings, plane-spotter
logs and witness accounts al-
lowed the Times to trace bomb-
ings of four hospitals in just 12
hours in May and tie Russian pi-
lots to each one.

The 12-hour period begin-
ning on May 5 represents a small
slice of the air war in Syria, but it
is a microcosm of Russia’s four-
year military intervention in
Syria’s civil war. A new front in
the conflict opened this week,
when Turkish forces crossed the
border as part of a campaign
against a Kurdish-led militia.

Russia has long been accused
of carrying out systematic at-
tacks against hospitals and clin-
ics in rebel-held areas as part of
a strategy to help Assad secure
victory in the eight-year-old war.

Physicians for Human Rights,
an advocacy group that tracks at-
tacks onmedical workers in Syria,
documented at least 583 attacks
since 2011, 266 of them since
Russia intervened in 2015.NYT

Trump backs Giuliani,
but some advisers
wish he would cut ties

President’s lawyer facing probe: report

DARLENE SUPERVILLE,
JONATHAN LEMIRE

& ZEKEMILLER
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 13

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Saturday stood behind personal
attorney Rudy Giuliani, one of his
highest-profile and mostvocal de-
fenders,amid reports that federal
prosecutors in the city Giuliani led
as mayor are eyeing him for pos-
sible lobbying violations.

Behind the scenes, however,
many of Trump’s closest aides
and advisers, inside and outside
the White House, quietly wish
the president would cut ties with
Giuliani, whose leadership of
New York after the Sept 11,2001,
terrorist attacks earned him
worldwide admiration and the
moniker of “America’s mayor.”

Giuliani was a force in Trump’s
defence during the lengthy Russia
investigation by the special coun-
sel. Yet the effort to undermine
special counsel Robert Muellerled
Giuliani to Ukraine, which now
entangles the former mayorinle-
gal jeopardy and is central to the
danger threatening the presi-
dency he labored to protect.

The New York Times reported
Friday, citing a pair of anony-
mous sources familiar with the
matter, that the investigation is
linked to Giuliani’s efforts to un-
dermine Marie Yovanovitch, for-
merly the US ambassador to
Ukraine. The US attorney’s office
in Manhattan has declined to
comment on the Times report.

On Saturday, Trump came to
Giuliani’s defence. “So now they
are after the legendary ‘crime
buster’ and greatest Mayor in the

Chaotic clashes in Hong Kong as
protesters target metro, shops

JESSIE PANG
HONG KONG,OCTOBER 13

HONG KONG pro-democracy ac-
tivists and riot police clashed in
chaotic scenes around the city on
Sunday with policein full riot gear
chasing protesters through crowds
of horrified lunchtime shoppers.

Several rallies in shopping
malls started peacefully around
midday with a few hundred peo-
ple at each chanting slogans such
as “Free Hong Kong”, but by late
afternoon hardcore black-clad
activists trashed shops and
metro stations and erected road
blocks around the city.

Police made numerous ar-
rests and deployed teargas to
disperse protesters, saying they
used “minimum force”.

EXPLAINED

‘Blossom everywhere’:
Hong Kong protesters
devise new strategy

THE MONTHS-LONG protests in Hong Kong have seen demon-
strators come up with various techniques to capture attention
and evade police action. Their latest strategy is flashmob protests.
Organisers called for protesters to “blossom everywhere”, and
they heeded the call, popping up in small groups in different areas
around the city. The rationale behind the move was to make it
more difficult for police to make arrests and to widen the reach of
their protests at a time when the number of people turning up for
rallies has gone down in comparison to previous weeks.

Television footage showed shop-
pers screaming and some in-
jured when police charged in-
side a mall.

Scientists take part in an Extinction Rebellion protest
outside London’s Science Museum on Saturday. Reuters

The young protesters, many
wearing face masks to shield
their identity, were often sup-
ported by shoppers.

The group launched a fresh
wave of international actions on
Monday, aiming to get govern-
ments to address an ecological
crisis caused by climate change
and accelerating extinctions of
plant and animal species.

Atotal of 1,307 volunteers had
since been arrested at various
protests in London by 2030 GMT
on Saturday, Extinction Rebellion
said. A further 1,463 volunteers
have been arrested in the past
week in another 20 cities, includ-
ing Brussels, Amsterdam, New
York, Sydney and Toronto, accord-
ing to the group’s tally. More

Inone mall a group of riot po-
lice, shields out front and pepper
spray canisters in, hand were
forced to retreat backwards by
chanting shoppers until they
were outside of the mall

In another incident, a group
of 50 shoppers inside a mall
faced off against riot police out-
side, chanting “Hong Kong po-
lice mafia”. The shoppers
cheered when police drove off.

“Hong Kong used to be a pros-
perous city and now she has be-
come a police state. Hong Kong is
my home. We should protect her.
We should resist,” said a 70-year-
old who only gave his last name,
Hui.He was part of a group of older
residents in Kowloon, cheering the
protesters, urging them to block
the road and warning themwhen
police were returning. REUTERS

protestsin this latest wave are due
in the coming days.

While many scientists have
shunned overt political debate,
fearing that being perceived as ac-
tivists might undermine their
claims to objectivity, the 395 aca-
demics who had signed the dec-
laration by 1100 GMT on Sunday
chose to defy convention.

“The urgency of the crisis is
now so great that many scientists
feel, as humans, that we now
have a moral duty to take radical
action,” Grossman told Reuters.

Other signatories included
several who contributed to the

Trump called the reported
federal probe against Giuliani
a‘witch hunt’. Reuters

HUNTER BIDEN TO QUIT
CHINESE FIRM’S BOARD

New York: Facing intense
scrutiny from Donald Trump
and his Republican allies,
Hunter Biden announced that
he would step down from the
board of directors of a
Chinese-backed private equity
firm as part of a pledge not to
workon behalf of any foreign-
owned companies should his
father win the presidency.The
work of Biden in Ukraine and
Chinahave emerged as one of
Trump’s chief lines of attack
against Joe Biden, Hunter’s fa-
ther and Democratic presi-
dential candidate. AP

history of NYC, Rudy Giuliani,”
Trump tweeted while on the way
to his northern Virginia golf club.
“He may seem a little rough
around the edges sometimes, but
heisalsoa great guy and wonder-
ful lawyer.” AP

Typhoon leaves
33 dead in Japan
as rescuers

intensify efforts

YURIKAGEYAMA
TOKYO,0CTOBER 13

HELICOPTERS, BOATS and thou-
sands of troops were deployed
across Japan to rescue people
stranded in flooded homes
Sunday;, as the death toll from a
ferocious typhoon climbed to as
high as 33.One woman fell to her
death as she was being placed
inside a rescue helicopter.

Typhoon Hagibis made land-
fall south of Tokyo on Saturday
evening and battered central and
northern Japan with torrents of
rain and powerful gusts of wind.
The typhoon was downgraded
to a tropical storm on Sunday.

Public broadcaster NHK said
14 rivers across the nation had
flooded, some spilling out in
more than one spot.

The Tokyo Fire Department
said awoman in her 70s was ac-
cidentally dropped 131 feet to
the ground while being trans-
ported into a rescue helicopter
in Iwaki city in Fukushima pre-
fecture, a northern area devas-
tated by the typhoon.

Department officials held a
news conference to apologise,
bowing deeply and long, accord-
ing to Japanese custom, and ac-
knowledged the woman had not
been strapped in properly.

The government’s Fire and
Disaster Management Agency,
which tends to be conservative
in its counts, said late Sunday
that 1,283 homes were flooded
and 517 were damaged. AP

UN-backed Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, which
has produced a series of reports
underscoring the urgency of dra-
matic cuts in carbon emissions.

The Extinction Rebellion
group is aligned with a school
strike movement inspired by
Swedish teenage activist Greta
Thunberg, which mobilised
millions of young people on
September 20.

The group said more than
half the signatories of the dec-
laration are experts in the fields
of climate science and the
loss of wildlife.
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REVIVING FLOW OF FUNDS TO MSME SECTOR ALSO TO BE TAKEN UP

FM to meet CEOs of public sector banks:
qumdlty support for NBFCs tobe focus

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 13

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman will hold a review
meeting with chief executive of-
ficers (CEOs) of public sector
banks Monday to discuss various
issues, especially the liquidity sup-
port given to non-banking finance
companies (NBFCs) and small
units. The meeting is expected to
review fund flow to stressed NBFC
and MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprises) sectors.

Banks are expected to present
data on partial credit guarantee
scheme and fund raising from
market to enhance their capital
base. “I have asked banks to come
up with data on banks’ liquidity
support to NBFCs and MSMEs,”
Sitharaman had said in Mumbai
last week.

— BRIEFLY

PanelonGST
collectionsto

meet Tuesday

New Delhi: A high-level
panel constituted by the Ce-
ntre to suggest measures to
augment Goods and
Services Tax (GST) revenue
collection will hold its first
meeting on Tuesday, GST
Council Special Secretary
Rajeev Rajan said Sunday.

IRCTCtomake
stock market

debuttoday

New Delhi: IRCTC, which re-
cently concluded its Rs 645-
crore IPO, will make its stock
market debut Monday. The
shares will be listed on the
BSE and NSE.

Ruia: Essar
leads corporate

deleveraging

New Delhi: Leading the India
Incin deleveraging through
aggressive monetisation of
assets, Essar Group paid off
Rs 1.4 lakh crore debt and
residual 10-15 per cent will
be cleared in the next two
quarters, said Essar Capital
director Prashant Ruia.

AirIndia: Fuel
payment issues
will beresolved

Mumbai: Air India on
Sunday said the aviation jet
fuel payment issues are be-
ing sorted outand will be re-
solved soon with the oil
public sector undertakings,
which have warned the car-
rier of snapping supplies at
six key airports if it does not
make monthly lump sum
paymentby October 18. PTI

EXPLAINED

Dataon partial
credit guarantee
scheme expected

AT A time when the non-banking finance sector, including,
housing finance companies, is facing serious liquidity
constraints — for which the IL&FS defaults saga is largely
responsible — the Finance Minister’s meeting with chief
executives of public sector banks is expected to focus on
pushing them to lend more to NBFCs.

Under the Centre’s partial credit guarantee scheme
announced in the Budget, banks will purchase high-rated
pooled assets of financially-sound NBFCs. At Monday’s
meeting, the public sector banks are also expected to
present data on this scheme.

In August, the central govern-
mentissued guidelines on opera-
tionalising Rs 1 lakh crore partial

guarantee scheme under which
public sector undertaking banks
can purchase high-rated pooled

assets of financially-sound NBFCs.

This liquidity support was ex-
tended when NBFCs, including
housing finance companies
(HFCs),came under stress follow-
ing a series of defaults by the
group companies of IL&FS in
September last year.

When asked earlier about the
monetary policy transmission by
lenders, the Finance Minister had
said, “The RBI has already taken it
up withbanks. They are talking to
banks.”

In the fortnight ended
September 27, 2019, non-food
credit growth slowed to aslow as
8.7 per cent year-on-year to Rs
97.11 trillion, according to data re-
leased by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) last week.

The banking system had pre-
viously registered single-digit
growth of 9.9 per centin credit off-
take in the fortnight ended

December 8,2017.

Monetary transmission has
remained staggered and incom-
plete despite several rate cuts by
the central bank.

As against the cumulative pol-
icy repo rate reduction of 110 ba-
sis points (bps) during February-
August 2019, the weighted
average lending rate (WALR) on
fresh rupee loans of commercial
banks declined by only 29 bps.

However, the WALR on out-
standing rupee loansincreased by
7 bps during the same period.

On October 4, the Monetary
Policy Committee of the RBI re-
duced the repo rate to 5.15 per
cent from 5.40 per cent.

The fifth consecutive cut this
year announced by the central
bank has brought down the repo
rate — the rate at which the RBI
lends funds to banks — by 135 bps
from 6.50 per cent in 2019.

The new premium income of life insurers rose 15 per
cent to Rs 20,056.70 crore in September, data from
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority

of India (Irdai) showed

$17,490.68cr:

Collective new business
premium income of all 24
life insurance companies in
September 2018

1 8370/0 rise for LIC:

Increase in new premium
for state-owned Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC),
the largest life insurer, i.e.
W312,759.24 crore in
September 2019

W 10,778.81 crorein
September 2018

= 90/ O for private players:
Year-on-year (y-0-y)rise in
new premium for the
country’s private sector
insurance companies,
which cumulatively posted
a total new premium

Life insurers’ new premium income in Sept up 15% y-o-y

income of Rs 7,297.46 crore
during September this year

£1,25,758.11cr:

Cumulative insurance
premium of all 24 players
during April-September
period of FY2019-20; rising
35.11 per cent y-0-y

£89,980.22cr:

New premium collected by
LIC in first six months of
financial year 2019-20,
rising 42 per cent
year-on-year

£35,777.89cr:

New cumulative premium
collected by rest of private
sector players till September
this financial year,
increasing 21 per cent y-0-y

Pradhan says
$60 billion
investment
coming in gas
infrastructure

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER13

INDIAIS investing over $60 billion
in developing natural supply and
distribution infrastructure as it
chases the target of more than
doubling the share of natural gas
initsenergy base to 15 per cent by
2030, Oil Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Sunday.

Stating that the government
haslaid emphasis ondevelopinga
gas-based economy, he said nat-
ural gas is gradually becoming a
bridging fuel for low carbon econ-
omy in India. The government is
giving special impetus to develop
gas infrastructure across the
length and breadth of the country
connecting north to south and
east to west parts of India, he said
at the third International Think
Tank Meeting (ITT) here.

From 7.5% to 6%: World ‘RCEP trade
Bank slashes India’s
FY20 growth projection

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON,
OCTOBER13

AFTER A broad-based decelera-
tion in the initial quarters of this
fiscal, India’s growth rate is pro-
jected tofall to 6 per centin 2019-
20, the World Bank said Sunday;,
in what was the sharpest down-
ward revisions of its growth pro-
jections for South Asian nations.

However, the bank; inits latest
edition of the South Asia
Economic Focus, said the country
was expected to gradually recover
t06.9 per centin FY21 and 7.2 per
centin FY22 asitassumed thatthe
monetary stance would remain
accommodative, given benign
price dynamics. The World Bank’s
previous projection for India was
7.5 per cent, and this was an-
nounced in April.

The World Bank report, which
hasbeenreleased ahead of its an-

However, the bank said
India was expected to
gradually recover to

6.9 per centin FY21 and
7.2 per centin FY22

nual meeting with the
International Monetary Fund,
noted in the first quarter of 2019-
20, the economy experienced a
significant and broad-based
growth deceleration withasharp
decline in private consumptionon
the demand side and the weak-
ening of growth in both industry
and services on the supply side.

Moody’s Investors Service had
last Thursday cut its forecast for
India’s FY20 GDP growth by 40 ba-
sis points to 5.8 per cent, in what
reflected a continuing trend of
such downward revisions by
prominent domestic and foreign
agencies. FEWITHPTI

ministers’
talks end in
impasse’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

TRADE MINISTERS and negotia-
tors of the 16-nation Regional
Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP) grouping failed
to drum up a consensus on sticky
issues at the 9th Intersessional
Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok,
expected to be the last meet be-
fore a potential deal in Nove-
mber, and talks remained incon-
clusive, sources said.

No joint statement will be is-
sued, as certain key issues are yet
to be resolved, even after two
days of intense negotiations on
October 11 and 12, according to
one of the sources. This has cast
a shadow over a leaders’ sum-
mit, which was expected to be
attended by heads of the 16 na-
tions on November 4 to an-
nounce the RCEP deal. FE

MARKET WATCH
FPIs PULL OUT OVER X6.2K CR IN OCT

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) withdrew more than
Rs 6,200 crore from Indian capital markets in the first two weeks
of October, as global recession fears and trade war concerns
weighed on sentiments. PTI

INTERVIEW
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‘Hope govt sticks to timeline
... 0 that contracts are
awarded in tlmely manner’

AS THE government gears up to
announce the results of the ex-
pression of interest for 111 naval
utility helicopters — the first
project under the strategic part-
ner procurement model —
Airbus Helicopters, which has
tied up Mahindra Defence, ex-
pects the Centre to award the
project in a timely, transparent
and fair manner. In aninterview
with  PRANAV  MUKUL,
Airbus Helicopters India presi-
dent Ashish Saraf and Airbus
Helicopters executive vice pres-
ident-Procurement Martin
Schuebel talked about the
company’s plans for developing
a local supply chain system for
manufacturing of helicopter
components in India. They
also talked about a variety of is-
sues such as disinvestment of
Pawan Hans and the outlook of
helicopters industry in India.
Edited excerpts:

Are you concerned about the
delay in disinvestment of
Pawan Hans?

Saraf: (We are) concerned
because due to disinvestment,
they are not able to make capital
acquisitions. So expansion of
that company is really not hap-
pening. Although they are main-
taining their fleet and they are
our largest customers of the
Dauphin fleet across the world,
we are hoping that they can
grow and they can get on with
their fleet replacement plans or
modernisation plans, which
seems to have been hindered be-
cause of the disinvestment
process. So I hope this process
finishes off really quick and the
company gets on to the next
phase of modernisation.

Once they get on with the
next phase of expansion, obvi-
ously it will be for us to work
with the new potential owner of
this company. We feel confident
that we should be able to work
with them and propose solu-
tions that will allow them to ex-
pand with out fleet.

Private firms had raised red
flags about participation of
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) in the naval utility
helicopters tender. How do
you seeit?

Saraf: The strategic partner
programme is for private com-
panies. We hope that the gov-
ernment upholds the spirit of
strategic partnership, which is
mainly meant for the private sec-
tor and we hope that this contin-
ues to be a programme as adver-
tised or stipulated initially to be
a strategic partnership private
sector program.

WhatIwould allow myself to
add is that the need for helicop-
ters in India is such that there is
room for a DPSU (defence pub-
lic sector undertaking) like HAL
and a private strategic partner.
So one does not need to replace
the other and the needs are so
huge that there is room for
everyone.

Defence deals in India have
traditionally been scrutinised
alot. How easy is it for
defence manufacturers to do
business here?

“There has not been
anational helicopter
operator having
ambition of
expanding to
different states...”
ASHISH SARAF

PRESIDENT,
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS INDIA

“Indiahasa
wonderful prospect
and awonderful
market potential not
only on the military
butalsoon thecivil... *

MARTIN SCHUEBEL
EXECUTIVE VICE
PRESIDENT—-PROCUREMENT,
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS

Saraf: It clearly has been eas-
ier to do business — may it be
inviting comments on the new
DPP (Defence procurement pro-
cedure) or the new offset
policy or even the strategic part-
nership, I think the government
has done a good job of consult-
ing the industry to formulate
some policies. Now, this has
been the first programme that
has been launched with suchin-
tentions of Chapter 7 being the
driver of the strategic partner-
ship programme.

With our motto of ease of do-
ing business, we really hope that
the government sticks to the
timeline and transparency and
fairness of selection. So that con-
tracts could be awarded in a
timely manner.

One of the concerns raised by
aircraft makers with India is
the lack of enough skilled
labour. How do you plan to
overcome this challenge?
Schuebel: We have spoken
to over 70 suppliers with the ob-
jective of developing a supply
chain base or ecosystem for
manufacturing of helicopters.
Now, some of them are our sup-
pliers for different businesses.
Airbus has about 50 suppliers in
India and we buy over $600 mil-
lion worth of hardware and serv-
ices out of India. Some of them
already know Airbus well and
there are alot more who we plan
toinductin some capacity or the
other, going forward, who would

be trained and imparted knowl-
edge about our processes are
concerned.

India has a wonderful
prospect and a wonderful mar-
ket potential not only on the mil-
itary but also on the civil and
what we call para-public includ-
ing emergency medical services.
Now there might be a chicken
and egg problem that there are
not enough qualified personnel
available, but we really want to
get out of this problem and start
qualifying our suppliers for a
journey that we want to do to-
gether and we are looking for
sustainable partnerships.

Are there any India-specific
challenges that you have
come across in the
manufacturing value chain?

Schuebel: I would say the
typical challenges for helicopters
or helicopter components is that
quality is a must. There’s no
doubt about it. Safety is a must
and highest standards in terms
of quality and safety for all the
components; the highest stan-
dards in terms of weight saving,
low weight design, solutionsis a
must — this [ would say is key.
Then, of course, you need people
who are knowledgeable and
available to develop such solu-
tions, industrial solutions and
provide them to us.

What is your outlook on the
helicopter industry in India?

Saraf: Currently, the primary
drivers are VIP, heli-tourism and
state government requirements.
We are also looking at potential
growth coming from HEMS (hel-
icopter emergency medical serv-
ices), urban air mobility as well
as regional connectivity for the
helicopter industry.

Going ahead, do you have any
growth targets in mind?

Saraf: As of now we have
about 250 helicopters, and we
are adding anything between 7-
10 helicopters a year in our re-
gion — India, Nepal, Bangladesh
and other complementary mar-
kets. So, we currently look at
growth of 3-4 per cent.

With segments such as
HEMS, tourism, etc opening, we
see the potential to add about
100 helicopters. We are working
with the right stakeholders to
see how policy can be rolled out
to ensure these markets can be
developed.

With the exception of Pawan
Hans, there isn’t a large player
in the helicopters segment.
Do you think there’s enough
appetite for this sectorona
national basis?

Saraf: We need a large player.
Currently, there are operators
who have 3-6 helicopters in spe-
cialised areas like Chardham
Yatra, Vaishnodevi, etc. But ex-
cept Pawan Hans, there has not
been a national helicopter oper-
ator having the ambition of ex-
panding to different states and
segments. This is certainly re-
quired and a large player with a
significant vision for the longer
term will certainly bring a lot
more value for expanding into
this segment.

WHILE SMALL PRODUCTS DOMINATED ORDERS FROM SMALLER TOWNS, RETAILERS HAVE ALSO RAMPED UP LOGISTICS TO DELIVER LARGER ITEMS

No delivery too far: New tech locals help onhne retailers reach remote areas

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI/
KURSEONG/SILIGURI,
OCTOBER 13

E-COMMERCE MAJORS in the
country sold goods worth over
$3 billion in the week-long fes-
tive sales on their platform this
year. This is about 30 per cent
higher than the festive sales in
2018 and, notably, a majority of
this growth across platforms has
been driven by tier-2 and tier-3
towns. While small products
such as mobile phones and fash-
ion goods dominated the orders
from smaller towns, online re-
tailers have also ramped up their
logistics to deliver larger items
like furniture and white goods to
difficult-to-reach terrains.

For companies like Flipkart
and Amazon, the prime focus of
expanding their delivery into re-
mote regions has been leverag-

ing aspects such as localised hu-
man resource, technology and
development of alternative de-
livery models. On the one hand,
where Flipkart has partnered
with kirana stores and freelance
delivery agents to reach low den-
sity and remote locations, Amaz-
on, on the other, has depended
on local knowledge of delivery
associates to navigate through
weather and terrain challenges
to ensure timely deliveries.
Walmart-owned Flipkart re-
cently expanded delivery of
large items such as furniture, re-
frigerators, washing machines,
air conditioners, etc to Siliguriin
West Bengal and its surrounding
areas. The last mile delivery hub
stationed in Siliguri serves the
hill-top areas of Kurseong,
Kalimpong and Mirik, which are
at least a 90-minute drive from
the hub. “We normally deliver
products like washing machines,
television and furniture items

Epaper..nelss. com

like sofa. There’s a problem of
frequent rainshowers in these
areas, so packaging the elec-
tronic goods for delivery is one
of the priorities,” said 26-year
old Tinku Burman, one of Flip-
kart’s delivery executives posted
at the Siliguri large goods hub.

The company has deployed a
tech-enabled solution called the
‘Address  and  Location
Intelligence’ navigation, which
helps the delivery personnel get
a customer location with pin-
point precision, even if the ad-
dresses are not completely clear.

Flipkart has pointed out that
in smaller cities and towns with
non-standard addresses, a solu-
tion like this reduces the num-
ber of calls a delivery person has
to make to the customer and re-
duce delivery re-attempts.

The company said that it de-
ploys the technology at each and
every stage of the supply chain.
From the point when anorderis

Executives preparing for deliveries at Flipkart's large items
distribution hub in Siliguri. Pranav Mukul

placed by a consumer, the sys-
tem dynamically maps the en-
tire route from the location of the
product to its journey down the
logistical food-chain — through
fulfillment centres, mother hubs

and various distribution hubs.
“It also analyses artificial to-
pography ranging from chaotic
streets to narrow bylanes ... dug-
up roads and addresses parched
upon hill tops, helping to prede-

termine the route and offer con-
structs such as promised date
and time of delivery, etc,”
Flipkart said.

Pintu Malik, another Flipkart
delivery executive in Siliguri, ex-
plained that in the hilly regions,
there were also issues of parking
and in various cases, the person-
nel parked their delivery vehi-
cles and carried the parcel to the
last mile. “It generally takes at
least 60-90 minutes to deliver
one package in these areas,”
Malik said.

For the delivery routes that
are not there on a map, Amazon
has relied on the local knowl-
edge of the delivery people who
grew up in the area to find cus-
tomers’ homes. Respondingtoa
set of queries sent by The Indian
Express, an Amazon India
spokesperson said: “In 2017,
Amazon.in set up a delivery sta-
tion with a Service Partnerin Leh
to make deliveries throughout

the rugged mountain town —
making it the company’s highest
delivery route. This has enabled
the local population to easily ac-
cess a wide range of products
and increase their purchasing
convenience. Owing to their lo-
cal knowledge of the area, the
delivery associates skilfully nav-
igate through weather and ter-
rain challenges to ensure timely
deliveries in the region.”

In a blog highlighting its ef-
forts in India for deliveries to re-
mote locations, the company
said: “The routes not only in-
volve high mountain passes and
occasional rock slides, but rough,
primitive roads and sporadic
traffic jams caused by free-
roaming cattle and donkeys”.

As ‘Bharat’ continues to drive
growth for online commerce, in-
vestment by these companiesin
technology and delivery net-
works is only expected to grow.

During its Big Billion Days

sale, Flipkart saw 70 per cent in-
crease from tier-2+ towns for
electronics category.

For Amazon, 91 per cent of
new customers came from tier-
2, tier-3 and below geographies.

Even for Snapdeal, which de-
ploys third-party delivery per-
sonnel, cities like Nagpur, Surat,
Vijayawada, Chandigarh, Panaji,
Jamshedpur, Shimla and Guw-
ahati saw orders surging at least
four-fold over the previous year.

“Over 120 cities and towns
across the country registered at
least 2X volumes compared to
last Diwali sales. These include
cities like Satara, Anand, Bharuch
and Pali (West India), Malerkotla,
Roorkee, Jhansi and Haridwar
(North India), Hazaribagh,
Raniganj and Paradip (East
India), Tezpur, Itanagar and
Majuli (North-East India) and
Khammam, Hassan,
Miryalaguda and Bhimavaram
(South India),” Snapdeal said.
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TURKEY INVADES SYRIA

Green light, go

The long-feared clash will have consequences across the Middle East
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Members of Turkish-backed Syrian National Army, also known as Free Syrian Army, in the Turkish border town of Ceylanpinar on Friday. Reuters

AFTER YEARS of threats, it took Turkey mere
days to strike. On October 9th the Turkish
armed forces began bombing parts of north-
east Syria. Controlled by a Kurdish-led militia,
the region had been an American protectorate
until just days before, when President Donald
Trump abruptly decided to abandoniit. Turkish
troops are now moving into Syrian towns,
backed by local rebels under their command.
The nascent offensive will have implications
far beyond Turkey’s intended 30-kilometre-
deep “safe zone” inside Syria. It will displace
hundreds of thousands of people, complicate
an already-chaotic war and offer the jihadists
of Islamic State (IS) a chance to regroup.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey
says his aim is “to destroy the terror corridor
whichis trying to be established on our south-
ern border”. In other words, he wants to oust
the Kurds from their Syrian statelet. The main
Kurdish force, called the People’s Protection
Units, or YPG, gained control of the area while
fighting with America againstIS. That created
an intolerable situation for Turkey, because
the YPG has close ties with the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), a separatist group that
has fought the Turkish army for 35 years.

As Turkey advances, the fighting will
probably grow bloodier. Civilians have be-
gun fleeing towns under bombardment. The
incursion could displace many of the
750,000 people living along the border. But
Kurdish fighters deprived of American sup-
port are unlikely to want open conflict with
the larger Turkish army. The YPG is already
talking of cutting a deal with Bashar al-Assad,
Syria’s dictator, that might see them relin-
quish some autonomy in exchange for the
regime’s protection.

The fighting risks benefiting IS, which has
been kicked off the territory it once held, but
which is resurgent, says the Pentagon.
Operations against the jihadists have report-
edly stopped. The Kurds, reasonably, say they
have other priorities. They are still holding tens
of thousands of IS detainees and their fami-
lies in camps like Al-Hol, home to some 70,000
people who live inincreasingly desperate and
unsafe conditions. America says the IS prison-
ers will become the responsibility of Turkey.
But Mr Erdogan’s proposed safe zone does not
include Al-Hol. And Turkey does not have a
good record when it comes to jihadists. Many
first reached Syria by taking advantage of lax

FINANCIAL CENTRES IN ASIA

A tale of two cities

Singapore stands to gain from Hong Kong’s troubles

WHATEVER VIEW is taken on the mayhem
in Hong Kong—righteous rebellion or obscene
rioting—itis a disaster for the territory’s econ-
omy. And if one place stands to benefit from
Hong Kong's troubles, it is that other self-gov-
erning, Chinese-majority, financial, commer-
cial and shipping hub in East Asia: Singapore.

The two places have always seemed to
have much in common. Both are commerce-
friendly. Thanks to light-touch regulation and
efficient, uncorrupt bureaucracies, Singapore
comes second and Hong Kong fourth in the
World Bank’s ranking of 190 countries for the
ease of doing business. Both cities once prided
themselves on their adherence to the rule of
law and the low level of violence on the streets.

Onall these counts, the events of the past
four months have dented Hong Kong’s rep-
utation. Many businesses have been forced
into unscheduled closures because mass
demonstrations—or in recent days, the sus-
pension of much of its metro system—have
kept staff and customers away. As protests
have degenerated into street battles, tear-gas,
petrol bombs and vandalism have made
some parts of town physically hazardous.
Hong Kong has sometimes looked closer to
anarchy than to the rule of law.
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Some data are already available indicat-
ing the short-term impact of the unrest. In
August the number of tourists entering Hong
Kong fell by 39% overall compared with the
same month last year. The number of main-
land-Chinese tourists fell by 42%. Singapore,
by contrast, saw an annual increase in tourists
from China of 4% in August. Mainland China
accounts for 21% of tourists visiting Singapore,
but nearly 80% of visitors to Hong Kong.

Some evidence has emerged that people
are shifting their money as well as their hol-
idays. An analysis by Goldman Sachs of data
for August showed a modest net outflow
from bank accounts denominated in Hong
Kong dollars, and an inflow into Singapore-
dollar accounts. The bank estimated that up
to $4bn of deposits may have flowed to
Singapore from Hong Kong.

Therichin Hong Kong and the rest of China
have long found Singapore attractive. They like
to invest in property there, sometimes as a
possible bolthole. Since the beginning of 2017,
mainland Chinese buyers have acquired more
than 1,000 private homes in Singapore, de-
spite a 20% stamp duty charged to foreigners.

The bigger picture, even before the recent
upheaval, has been of a gradual displacement

Turkish border controls. On October 10th
President Donald Trump tweeted that
America had taken custody of the most noto-
rious prisoners and moved them out of the
country—a tacit admission that Turkey was
not up to the job of holding them.

In general, though, Mr Trump has cleared
the way for Turkey. On October 6th he an-
nounced that he was withdrawing the 100
or so American troops in northernmost Syria.
They had been in the awkward position of
standing between a NATO ally, Turkey,and a
reliable partner, the YPG. The open-ended
deployment of American troops in Syria
(who, in total, number about 1,000) frus-
trates Mr Trump. He tried to withdraw all of
them in December. That decision (an-
nounced, naturally, on Twitter) prompted his
defence secretary, James Mattis, to resign.

His equally abrupt decision this month
blindsided American officers, to say noth-
ing of the Kurds, and was followed by more
erratic behaviour. Mr Trump argued
America owed the Kurds no lasting loyalty
since they “didn’t help us in the second
world war”. In fact, the Kurds fought under
allied command in Albania and Greece. As
for Turkey, in the space of 48 hours he all but
endorsed the Turkish operation, threatened
Turkey with sanctions should it cross his un-
specified red lines and then praised its con-
tribution to NATO.

The Pentagon worries about how the
limited withdrawal in the north will affect
the rest of its deployment in Syria. As the
Turkish army advances, backed by rebel
groups that are not terribly fond of America,
it will grow ever harder to protect American

As Turkey advances, the fighting will probably grow bloodier.
Civilians have begun fleeing towns under bombardment.
The incursion could displace many of the 750,000 people

living along the border

of institutional financial activity from Hong
Kong to Singapore. Hong Kong’s financial in-
dustry suffers from competition both from
mainland Chinese cities, notably Shanghai
and Shenzhen, which are not hampered by
its tormented relationship with the central
government, and from other big centres in
the region that are fully outside China, such
as Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo.

Already, Singapore has a lead in asset-
management, with $3.4trn under manage-
ment at the end of 2018 compared with
$3.1trn in Hong Kong. Even (or perhaps es-
pecially) for wealthy Chinese who have man-
aged to move capital out of the mainland,
Hong Kong may appear uncomfortably
within China’s reach. The worry is that Hong
Kong will lose its edge in other activities, too,
such as investment banking and equities
trading. The withdrawal by Hong Kong’s
stock exchange on October 8th of its takeover
bid for the London Stock Exchange was
symptomatic of the strategic bind in whichiit
findsitself. The danger will intensify if Hong
Kong’s present troubles inject lasting poison
into its relations with China, which is a big
source not only of customers and capital, but
also commercial perks, such as the special

troops stationed elsewhere. What began as
a limited pullout may end with America
abandoning all its positions.

In a rare split with the president,
Republican lawmakers joined their
Democratic colleagues to condemn the
move. Lindsey Graham, a Republican sena-
tor close to Mr Trump, introduced a bill to
sanction Turkey’s leaders, armed forces and
energy sector until it withdraws troops from
Syria. Turkish officials who thought they had
adeal with Mr Trump were left puzzled and
fuming. “We don’t see only a single US any
more, but many voices coming from different
interest groups,” says Mesut Hakki Casin, an
adviser to Mr Erdogan.

Apart from Turkey’s own Kurds, and
some liberals, most Turks are likely to cheer
the offensive. Opposition parties tend to de-
fer to Mr Erdogan whenever he invokes na-
tional security. He suffered a setback earlier
this year when his Justice and Development
party lost control of Turkey’s biggest cities
inlocal elections. Success in Syria could off-
set the damage.

Most Turks are also likely to back Mr
Erdogan’s plan to flood the areas now under

A protester hurls a brick at a police station in Hong Kong’s Tseung Kwan O district
in August. Reuters

trading link between the stockmarkets of
Hong Kong and Shanghai.

Singapore and Hong Kong have long of-
fered rival political models. Singapore, put
crudely, is anilliberal democracy; Hong Kong
a liberal autocracy. One has a freely elected
government but strict laws limiting, for ex-
ample, public protest and some political de-
bate. The other has a chief executive “elected”
by a few hundred officials, a partially elected

and weak legislature, but robust traditions
of freedom of speech and assembly.
Singapore has been pointing, discreetly, to
its relative stability. On October 4th the for-
eign ministry advised Singaporeans to “defer
non-essential travel” to Hong Kong.

The Straits Times, a pro-government pa-
per, would have felt no embarrassment
about its story on a ban on rallies in Singapore
in support of the protesters in Hong Kong, on

Kurdish control with some of the 3.6m Syrian
refugees living in Turkey. Opinion polls show
mounting levels of resentment towards the
guests. Since the start of the year, Turkey has
sent thousands of them back to Syria. Mr
Erdogan says the 30km “peace corridor” his
army plans to create would be a magnet for
up to 2m refugees. This is either delusional
or a euphemism for forced resettlement.
Sending mostly Arab refugees to a region
populated mainly by Kurds risks fanning ten-
sions and future conflict.

On paper the Turkish offensive seems
simple enough, an attempt to deny territory
to a hated foe. But capturing and holding
hundreds of kilometres of territory will be a
costly and perhaps bloody slog. The fighting
could force a flood of refugees into Iraq,
which has its own problems. And by giving
Syrian rebels a new foothold in the north-
east, it will complicate matters elsewhere in
Syria, where Russia and Iran are trying to
help Mr Assad consolidate control. Almost
nine years into a conflict that reshaped the
Middle East, there is still no end in sight.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

aday of solidarity demonstrations in a num-
ber of cities worldwide. The headline read,
“Anti-totalitarianism day: No permits for
Singapore assemblies”. One protester in
Hong Kong, apparently a Singaporean,
sparked a fiery debate on social media with
aphoto of himself holding a placard reading;:
“Don’t let Hong Kong be like Singapore,
where people live in fear.”

Pro-government commentators in
Singapore were quick to condemn him. Even
many critics of the government thought he
was exaggerating. But, hard though it is to
gauge public opinion, a survey in July sug-
gested that 75% of Singaporeans sympa-
thised with the protesters in Hong Kong.

Writing last month in the Hong Kong
Free Press, an online journal, Kirsten Han, an
independent Singaporean journalist,
guessed that the percentage has probably
fallen sharply since then. Leslie Fong, a for-
mer editor of the Straits Times, wrote in the
South China Morning Post, a Hong Kong pa-
per, of the sorrow many of his compatriots
feel “at the sad spectacle of a city smother-
ing itself in full global view”.

Many Singaporeans, Ms Han noted, be-
lieve the argument that Hong Kong’s leaders
have been making, that the protests are re-
ally about economic gripes, such as unaf-
fordable housing, rather than politics. That
ignores the genuine frustration of many in
Hong Kong at a political system in which
only certain voices seem to be heard. It is a
frustration that some in Singapore, despite
its very different system, also feel.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3936

ACROSS DOWN
1 Holiday spot for senior 1 Theboy came up to me for
accountant(7) reward (5)

4  Boasting without publicity is 2 Marine store in Hong Kong?

well done (5) (44)

Beaten hollow (4) 3 Headbranch (6)

Good man had an urge and 4  Comparatively good times
joined up(8) when gambling takes place?

10 Longleases are required for (64)

this place to live in America 5 Witheach twistit hurts (4)

(3.7) A part that can’t be matched
12 Ill-gotten bundle of pound (7)

notes (6) 9 Explains something the

13 Notin control, yetIdrafta printer set all wrong (10)

new order (6) 11 It may be found at the end of
15 Happy carol turns out not to theline (4,4)

be authentic(10) 12 Photographed in pieces
18 Acharacteristic of houses? (7)

(8) 14 The spirit of Hogmanay?
19 Emotional state low, with (6)

start of depression (4) 16 Like a ship taking many to
20 Treatsill(5) port(5)
21 List(7) 17 Galleryidols(4)

Solutions Crossword 3935: Across: 1 Blunderbuss, 9 Ingress, 10 Upper, 11 Lily, 12
Antimony, 14 Nipper, 16 Eureka, 18 Twenties, 19 Asti, 22 Maria, 23 Puritan, 24
Stone’s throw. Down: 2 Legal, 3 Noes, 4 Easing, 5 Boutique, 6 Suppose, 7 Killing time,
8 Army rations, 13 Restrain, 15 Pierrot, 17 Tempts, 20 Set-to, 21 Arch.

JOMBLEDWORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Not failure, but ,is crime. - James Russell Lowell (3,3)
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MAYBE THE
AH.. BUIT CAN A
e O R . ROBOTDO THIS?
THAN WE ARE...

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

promised benefits if you are
happy to go along with all
adventurous suggestions and

y bill Watterson

I PERFORMED
A SCENTIRC
EXPERIMENT

SHOW MORTH AS UP AND

TO SEE IF THAT WAS TRUE
Ok, NOT.

\

Tou KNON How MAPS ALWRYS

SUTH AS DOWN T T WANTED

Difficulty Level 2s

Instructions . 5 E 3

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digit from 1to 9 3 Z
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in 9

each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.
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Difficulty Level B
1s=Veryeasy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; 9 1

SUDOKU 3999

Genius

5s=VeryHard; 6s= T 4 R

situations, and make sure that
anumber of promising
opportunities are of lasting
value. Hang on to the past by

stars are out of tune with the
working week, and ideally
you should extend your
personal activities until
Wednesday, at least. However,
if there is serious business to

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Lunar alignments Like many other
are very much to people, your mood
your taste today, but will change on
will only confer their Wednesday and

Thursday. So, if you have social
arrangements to confirm, do
S0 as soon as possible, mainly

invitations. Also, remember to because by the end of the
check up on your rights, lest week your partners will be
someone takes advantage showing an increasing
of you. tendency to misunderstand the
simplest instruction.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
As the days pass, it SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
will become much There’s still alot to
easier for you to happen at work,
relax and enjoy and you are by no
yourself. On the other hand, if means attheend of a
you imagine domestic period of professional
responsibilities are becoming adjustment. A complete change
WHRT mg NoT MUCH. %'*.:'E M"P sy 'IETE*M %ﬂgﬁr lighter, you might be in fora of direction is likely for many
oy FiN DOMPASS DIDNT 5 COMPASS 77 / W shock! If people you live with Scorpios, and even if you're not
T ? SURNWE THE 17 b MNEW OHE. begin to think that you're in paid employment, a major
TRIP SOJUTH FROM (2 MY JUNICE, slacking, then they may soon long-term ambition is about
THE TOP OF TUE |E SCIEMTIST BOo play a trick on you. to crystallize.
: | SAS NOT TO GEMINI (Ma
y 22 -June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
.g GET DISCONRAGED At the moment good The Moonisinan
= Bl TEMPORARY communication is of intense relationship
g SETRACKS.. the essence. Over the with your sign, an
i - next few days you indication that while
z ot must say what needs to be said. you may be alittle more
g Ep You should have got something emotional than usual, you
=i important off your chest by have the advantage in most
2 now, but there are still one or dealings with other people,
two hiddenresentments. These, = both at work and at home. You
though, can be left until later. must use your talents and

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) energy wisely.
The Sunis now CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
preparing to reduce If financial decisions
' its romantic are pending, don’t
I'LL WORRY presence, a poetic mess around or
ABOUT MY indication that you must draw prevaricate. There is
FUNISHMENT the veil over several difficult agreatdeal to be gained from

exerting your monetary
muscle to get your own way.
Dazzle people with the facts,
and you may just find that they

all means, but not on to people come round to your way

and places that are no good of thinking,.

for you.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) You'll have to
Sometimes clarify the issues
planetary cycles in all personal
justrefuse to be relationships now.
convenient. Your Although you are about to

enter a phase in which the
emotional situation should be
generally satisfying, you'll be
guided by your instincts and
hence liable to make one or
two false moves.

conduct today, make sure

you concentrate on the

financial aspects.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Secrets are all very
well, but the fact that
you're still not letting
on about something

important could eventually

£ D h | —= 0D

N =~w ol 00

O DN DO~ W
(=] ) O = AN O W

0o ~Ns N o= oW
W ajo N2 N
= o Mt O Ww|o s~

D = Wl N~ e
o~ o= A OWw N ©

[ P

SOLUTION SUDOKU 3998

cause a spot of aggravation. You
must pick your time carefully —
next week might bring the best
moment to reveal all. Can you
wait? [ think so.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
If conditions at
work need to be
improved, or if your
daily burden must
be lightened, then talk to the
people who can help. You
have everything to gain by
opting for dialogue and
debate, everything to lose
by keeping yourself to
yourself. Stay close to the folk
who matter.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers with
gratitude and cherishes the valiant contribution
of brave heart CT/ GD Gammar Angu of 12th Bn
SSB. CT/GD Gammar Angu laid down his life in a
militant attack while fighting for the nation on
this day in the year 2002 near Jawahar Market,
Srinagar in Jammu & Kashmir. His courage and
valor will continue to inspire us all.

We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of the
brave soldier.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

NO. 9888621
GI/ GD GAMMAR
ANGU

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and cher-
ishes the valiant act of the brave heart CT/GD
Ghansham Gurjar of 59th Bn SSB, Nanpara, who
made the supreme sacrifice of his life for the
Nation in the line of duty. On 14th October, 2016,
while SSB personnel were returning to Diginiban
camp, militants fired indiscriminately on the SSB
vehicle at Hobitabad in Zakoora Police Station,

G%S% Srinagar (J&K).SSB personnel retaliated bravely
GURJAR and fired at the militants. During exchange of

fire, Ghansham Gurjar received severe head
injuries and attained martyrdom. His courage and valor will con-
tinue to inspire us all.

We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of the brave soldier.
SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

F TAMILNADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION
%] |cad Office: 12, Thambusamy Road, Kilpauk, Chennai-600 010

Ph. No. (044) 26426773 Email id : tncsc.tn@nic.in
CIN : U15137TN19725GC006157

e-TENDER NOTICE

o.: BS3/044704/2019
e-tender No. : TNCSC/19-20/ET-07

Online electronic tender for “PURCHASE OF 468 LAKH NUMBERS OF
FORTIFIED RBD PALMOLEIN OIL 1 LITRE POUCHES (910 gms)”.

Complete e-tender document can be viewed and downloaded through

Date : 11.10.2019

https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/tncsc and also available

in www.tenders.tn.gov.in

The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) of Class-Il or Class-IIl.

For Registration and further details contact MSTC LIMITED, Ph : 25222842/
25251910/25261005 e-Mail: mstcsro@mstcindia.co.in

14.11.2019

Last Date for Online Submission :

DIPR/3569/Tender/2019 MANAGING DIRECTOR.

= WMAHANAGAR TELEPHONE NIGAM LIMITED

Corp, & Reqd. 0df. : Mzhanagar Doorsanchar Sadan,
Sih Flogr, 9, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, Mew Delhi-110063
CIN ; La2 i DL19866EDI0E35M

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

T.E.No.-MTHLI20-R0{885)2015-MMILD Carriage Charges, Did.=14.10.2013
MTHML invites onfine open tender for empanelment of

Vendors for carrying Originating ILD Traffic of MTHNL
Delhi and Mumbaei. For defails please log on to
website hl‘tEE I eprocure.gov.inieprocure/app or
DGM (MM CO

Jawaharpur Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Ltd.

Jawaharpur Thermal Power
Project Malvan (Etah) E-
Tender Notice

1. E-Tender No: 06/CCC-II/JTPP/2019/20,
Office: Superintending Engineer, CCC-II,
JTPP Malawan Etah. Work: Construction off
shed for 05 Nos. RO Plant including suitable
bore submersible pumps and electrical
control panel complete at different location off
village malawan, Nasirpur babruti, ayar,
Nigoh Hasanpur & Brishingpur, Etah.
Estimated cost: Rs. 41,57,085.00 (Rs.
Forty One lac Fifty Seven Thousand Eighty
five only), Earnest Money: Rs. 84,000.00
(Rs Eighty Four Thousand only)
(Refundable), Tender Cost: 500.00+ 18%
(Non Refundable). in the form off
NEFT/RTGS only in favour of Jawaharpur
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited, Bank:
Punjab National Bank, Etah, A/C :
2789002100007763, IFSC: PUNB0364300.
Bid submission end date: 11.11.2019,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

PWD (R&B) CONST DIVN NO. II,

JAMMU

Name of work : Const. of road by way of laying wet mix and 25mm thick
OGPC on road from Tersha Talab to Mohalla Granthian.
e-NIT No. 83 of 2019-2020/Div-2 Dated 30-09-2019

Due to Nil Response, the changes to the critical dates of the above said
works are hereby made as under:-

Reference :

Please read

Instead of

Bid Submission End Date
15.10.2019 (1800 hours)

Bid Submission End Date
10.10.2019 (1800 hours)

Bid Opening Date

16.10.2019 (1400 hours)

Bid Opening Date
11.10.2019 (1400 hours)

All other terms and conditions remains same.

No:- 8777-86
Dated: 11.10.2019

DIP/J-7585/19

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
PWD (R&B) Const. Divn. No. I,
Jammu

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE,
TALAB TILLO JAMMU
TELE- 2505201/FAX-2552145
e-mail-ld:dbtagrijammu@gmail.com
Extension Notice (ll)
Due to no/poor response to the e-NIT No. Acctts/PS/NIT/2019
20/757-62 dated: 17/09/2019 for Purchase of Plant Protection Chemicals

for the year 2019-20 is hereby extended as per the details given hereun-
der with same Terms and Conditions:-

2

Last Date of Submission of
Hard Copy/Online

Last date of
Download of e-

Date &Time of
Opening of Tender.

tender Submission
19/10/2019 up to 21/10/2019 up to 12:30 PM 22/10/2019 at 01:00
4:30 PM PM or subsequent

convenient date.

Yours faithfully,

Accounts Officer,
Member Secretary, SLPC
Directorate of Agriculture, Jammu.

No. Acctts/PS/NIT/2019-20/844-49
Dated: 10.10.2019
DIP/J-7489/19

SATSIdTS 9P I ALLAHABAD BANK

feregr=y o5 gvg=T

Head Office: 2, Netaji Subhash Road, Kolkata-700001

A tradition of trust

Y

E-auction of Residential property on 30th day of October, 2019 on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS, AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” & "WHATEVER
THERE IS" on the platform https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net

E-auction sale notice for sale of Immovable Assets under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in genera
and in particular to the Borrower/s and guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor, theg
Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Allahabad Bank Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "Ag
is what is" and "whatever there is" basis as on 30th day of October, 2019. The details of bank’s dues, Borrower & Guarantors, Reserve Price
Earnest money & Description of immovable properties is given below:

Date of Opening Part-l: 14.11.2019, Part-Il:
18.11.2019. For participation and detailed
information log in to website
http://etender.up.nic.in.

2. E-Tender No: 07/CCC-II/JTPP/2019/20,

Office: Superintending Engineer, CCC-lI,
JTPP Malawan Etah. Work: Annual running

and operation of R.O. (Reverse Osmosis)
plant situated at 05 different locations in
village Malawan, Brishingpur, Ayaar, Nigoh

Office of the Executive Engineer U.P.R.E.D.
Address:- Vikas Bhawan, Joya Road, Amroha-244221

Press Notice for Manual Tender

Letter NO: 931 /RED/Tender/ Bond Clerk/-19-20 dated: 05-10-2019
The Executive Engineer, U.P.R.E.D. Amroha on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate
bids through manual-tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in
appropriate class A, B, C, and D as the case may be. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works.

1. Name of work as per table.

No| Distret | o estimated | security | document | completion || |E2n: Efan, A/C : 2789002100007763,
cost (in Lakh)| (EMD)in |including GST including IFSC: PUNB0364300. Bid submission end)|
including GST| Lakh (in Rupees) | rainy season date: 11.11.2019, Date of Opening Part-I:

T 2 | 3 Al a 5 T 6 3 7 | 14.11.2019, Part-ll: 18.11.2019. For

1. | Amroha [(MLA  FUND)Construction  of| 4.044 0.085 | 150 + 500 + 02 Months | participation and detailed information log in

Interlocking tiles and Nali in Tax to website http://etender.up.nic.in.

Mohallah Hasami Nagar Amroha

at Hashmi Degree College 3. Tender No: 01/EPD-1/JTPS/Etah/2019

Amroha from Mohd Husain plat to 20, Office: Superintending Engineer,

Gullhouse , | , E&MCC-Il, JTPS Malawan Etah. Supply:
2. | Amroha |Rajesh Pailet inter college jebra 4.959 0.100 150 + 500 + 02 Months Supply of 400 KVA. 11/0.433KV distribution

Gurjar me Bhutal pr Adhyyan Tax ’ )

Kashk ka nirma transformer for JTPP, Malavan, Etah.

1. Date of availability of Bid document in the offices as mentioned in NIT:- 02-11-2019 to 05-11-2019
2. Last Date/Time for receipt of bids: 06-11-2019 up to 12.00 Noon in the office of the EXECUTIIVE
ENGINEER RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT DIVISION AMROHA Superintending Engineer

MORADABAD or District Magistrate AMROHA mentioned in columns 8 and 9 of NIT.
3. Date of opening of bids: 06-11-2019 at 3.00 PM

For further details please contact the employer office i.e. office of the Executive Engineer U.P.R.E.D. Amroha.

Address: --- Vikas Bhawan Amroha

'UPID-144537 DATE. 10.10.2019
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

Rural Engineering Department

On behalf of Governor of UP

Hanpur & Nasirpur Babrauti, Etah,
Estimated Cost: Rs. 12,90,032.00 (Rs.
Twelve Lac Ninety Thousand Thirty Two
only), Earnest Money: Rs. 26,000.00 (Rs.
Twenty Six Thousand only) (Refundable),
Tender Cost: 500.00+ 18% (Non
Refundable) in the form of NEFT/RTGS only
in favour of Jawaharpur Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited, Bank: Punjab National

AMROHA

Earnest Money: Rs. 12,000.00 (Rs. Twelve
Thousand only), Tender Cost: 1000.00+
18%, Date of Opening Part-l: 13.11.2019,
Part-ll: 15.11.2019, For participation and
detailed information log in to website
http://etender.up.nic.in.

Sd/-
(R. S. Rajeev)
Personal Assistant (W)

to C. E. (L-2)

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Div- Amroha

[ SI. No. Name of the Name of the Mortgagor(s)/ Amount of Reserve Earnest
& Details of Immovable Properties Guarantor(s) Secured Debt Price Money
Account . .
Branch (in Rs) Deposit
1. M/s Om Sai All that part and parcel of the land Mortgagorléuarantor: 342,90,052/- $19,10,000/4 31,91,000/-
Exhibition| Enterprises, admeasuring an area of 1 Kattha more| 1. Sri Bharat Bhushand (Rupees Forty (Rupees (Rupees
Road | Partner-Smt. or less situated under Mauza-Balipurq S/O Sri Laxman Rai, Near two lac ninety Nineteen One lac
Branch | Seema Devi Reghra urf Danapur Sahjadpur{ Old Police Station, Sahpur, thousand & lac ten ninety one
Patna | & Sri Bharat Pargana-Phulwari, Thana No.21} Daudpur, Danapur Cantt, fifty two only) + thousand thousand
Bhusan, 1st Tauzi No.-11C, Khata No.911, Khesrg Patna-801502 interest, cost & only) only)
Floor, Sumitra Plot No.-94, Sub Registry-Danapur] 2. Sri Chandra Sekhar Prasad charges w.e.f
Complex, Dist.-Patna, Vide Sale Deed No.-1431] S/O Sri Laxman Rai, Near 29.11.2017
Dariyapur, dated 01.03.2008 standing in the neme| Old Police Station, Sahpur,
Patna-800004 |of Smt. Chameli Devi (deceased) Daudpur, Danapur Cantt,
inherited by mortgagors. Boundries ag Patna-801502
per deed: North-Sri Ram Babu, South{ 3. Sri Hemant Kumar S/O Sri
Suresh Prasad Nagvanshi, East-Sr{ Laxman Rai, Near Old Police
Kishore Rai, West-Smt. Malti Devi W/g Station, Sahpur, Daudpur,
Sri Yougendra Rai. Danapur Cantt, Patna-801502
M/s Ezee Air All that part and parcel of the land Mortgagor/Guarantor: 320,79,511/- | 324,80,800/1 %2,48,080/-
Travel, along with building constructed on Sri Braj Bihari Singh S/O Sri | (Rupees Twenty (Rupees (Rupees
Proprietor- the said land admeasuring an area] Bansh Ropan Sing, Ward lac seventy nind Twenty four] Two lac
Sri Shivendra admeasring 6.25 decimal, in the namg No.43, Anaith-Sasaram Main | thousand fivg lac eighty | forty eight
Kumair, of Sri Braj Bihari Singh S/O Sri Bang Road, Arrah, Dist.-Bhojpur, hundred & elevery thousand | thousand &
BPCL Road, Ropan Singh, vide Sale Deed No.5464 Pin-802301 only) + interest eight eighty only)
Mahabir Nagar, | dated 28.08.1965, bearing book no.1 cost & charge§ hundred
Saristabad, Volume no.57, Page No0.364-368 w.e.f 11.09.2018 only)
Sipara, Khata No.136, Plot No0.533, Tauz
Patna-800002 No.8, Thana No.227, Situated alf
Mauza-Anaith, PO-Anaith, PS-Arrah
District-Bhojpur, SRO-Arrah, Bihar
Bounded as under: North-Sri Suchit
Mahto and Ramjapit Mahto, South-Sr
Lal Behair Mahto, East-Sri Roop La
Singh, West-Jai Govind Prasad Singh

Last Date & time for Submission of Process compliance Form with EMD amount: 28th Day of October, 2019 at Allahabad Bank, Exhibition
Road Branch, at 1st Floor, Arunachal Bhawan, Exhibition Road, Patna-800001 Till 5.00 PM

Date & Time of e-auction: 30th day of October, 2019 from 12.30 PM to 2.30 PM at the platform of http://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Mr. Dhiraj Kumar (Mob-8828206020)

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit:
(iii) https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net, https://ibapi.in

(i) https://www.allahabadbank.in (ii) http://www.tenders.gov.in

Date :11.10.2019
Place : Patna

Authorized Officer
Allahabad Bank

epaper ..ne:-:.ss . com




THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,OCTOBER 14,2019

] 7 FIALK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

—— WEEK AHEAD —

2l
Fictional
Narratives

AN EXHIBITION titled “Like a Leaf in
Autumn” comprises miniature paint-
ings by contemporary artist and pho-
tographer Waswo X Waswo and his
collaborator, artist Rakesh Vijay. At
Gallery Espace, 16, Community
Centre, New Friends Colony, till
November 16.

Handl
with Care

THE DELHI Blue Pottery Trustis hosting
Terra Fest 2019 that brings together ter-
racottaartists from 10 states, including
Manipur, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana,
Odisha and Tamil Nadu. Among the
many workshops, watch out for a
workshop on making terracotta jew-
ellery by Harish Dhawan, and another
session titled “Five minute Ganesha in
terracotta” to be conducted by Gourav
Sampatrao. At Open Air Theatre and
Sculpture Court, Triveni Kala Sangam,
205, Tansen Marg, Mandi House, till
October 16, 11 am to 7 pm.

Bel_lgal for
Thought

INDULGE IN flavours from the City of
Joy with the Bengali Food Festival at
the fine dining restaurant Indus
Express. Gorge on Aloo Posto, Lau
Shaag er Chorchori, Illish Paturi, Daab
Chingri, Doi Murgi and other dishes
at Vivanta Dwarka, till October 20,
730 pm to 11.45 pm. Contact:
011-66103583.

o

Weaving History

TEXTILE ENTHUSIASTS can head to
‘The Artisan Exhibit of Handwoven
Textiles’ to see multiple examples of
weaves from Assam, Nagaland and
Odisha. Pick from an exquisite collec-
tion of handwoven saris, fabrics and
home textiles, interspersed with loin
loom textiles of Nagaland and textiles
made by the Kamrup weavers of
Assam. At Glasshouse, RK Khanna
Stadium, 1, Africa Avenue, RK Puram,
October 15-16, 11 am to 6 pm.

Festive Delight

THE DASTKAR Festival of Lights is
showecasing works of 130 craft groups.
Ondisplay are products ranging from
handcrafted furniture to natural fibre
lamps and Thangka paintings. It also
features live demonstrations of
leather puppetry from Andhra
Pradesh and papier mache from
Rajasthan. At Nature Bazaar, Kisan
Haat, Andheria Modh, till October 23,
11 am to 7.30 pm. Entry fee is Rs 30.

Epaper..nelss. com

Taking the

First

Step

The recent edition of India Fashion Week
showcased young talent and invoked themes of
inclusivity and diversity

EKTAAMALIK

MAJOR DHYANCHAND stadium in Delhi was
witness to eclecticand brave sartorial choices
thisweekend, asit hosted the Spring Summer
20 edition of Lotus Makeup India Fashion
Week (LMIFWSS20). An array of designers,
both established and upcoming, presented
their interpretations of #myfashionmytribe,
which was also the theme of the grand finale
that took place on Saturday night. The Fashion
Design Council of India (FDCI) also curated a
special show titled “Young Guns”, which
aimed at showcasing the young
brigade of the fashion fraternity.
Personal experiences and narratives,
environmental concerns and Indian
handloom seemed to be weighing

heavily on the young creative minds,

most of whom presented menswear.
We bring you a selection.

Familial Pride

Ghaziabad-based Sushant Abrol,
who lost his elder brother Squadron
Leader Samir Abrol in February earlier
this year, paid homage to the Indian Air
Force and defence personnel through his
menswear collection “Beyond the Clouds”.
Abrol founded his label Countrymade in
January 2019.“This is my way of remember-
ing him, and for the people to know that he
died in the line of service,” says Abrol, 29, a
NIFT Mohali graduate. The collection has
ready-to-wear separates in stark shades of
blue, slate black and white. We see bomber
jackets, leather gloves, military cut safari
jackets, and shirts with detailing but little
or no embellishments. “I am glad that
young people are getting a platform. Just
because we are young doesn’t mean we
areimmature. We also have a sense of fash-
ionand design,” asserts Abrol, who has ear-
lier worked with designer Rohit Bal.

(Clockwise from right) A model
wearing a design by Sushant Abrol;
Aman Singh'’s label Bareek; Sameer
Madan’s collection embraces
heritage and history

Mistaken Identity

Attention to Detail

Delhi-based designer Aman Singh has
named his menswear label Bareek, the Urdu
word for “very fine”. “The idea was to make
‘fine’ clothes that are intrinsic to heritage. For
instance, khadiis a fine fabric, it's like second
skin, even though the firstimpressionis that
of it being a coarse material,” says Singh, a
self-taught designer. He is showcasing
Intergalactic Luum, where he has blended
Jaamdani from Bengal with Ikat from
Telangana. The collection also has a graphic
novel to its name. “We need to not just hark
backon traditions but also take them forward
and contemporarise them,” he adds. Singh
got involved with textiles and weaving

clusters by accident, when he stumbled
onaweaving cluster onaroad trip to
Bengal. “Our handwoven
materials are light and breath-
able, in tune with the tropical
heat of the region. This is
only possible on a hand-
loom,” he adds. Singh, 28,
has a background in
branding and market-
ing. He also worked on
the 2015 Make In
India campaign.

Beyond celebrating deviant behaviour in bristly verbal jibes, several Punjabi
songs promote hypermasculinity as a life vision

SAURABH KAPOOR

Reejan naal khadkaune aan ni, peg, daang te
vairi nu (I relish clinking glasses, clacking
my wooden staff and belting my rivals).
Regular ‘man stuff’ from a recent Punjabi
hit, German Gun, that has 114K YouTube
likes and counting. Guns, flashy cars and
drooling women is how “real men” in
countless Punjabi songs roll. And when they
are challenged, they respond.

On September 11, this unruly gender-
role script almost set off a public brawl be-
tween two Punjabi singers — Elly Mangat
and Rami Randhawa — on the streets of
Mohali. While one flew all the way from
Canada to settle scores, the other waited for
him at home, as promised. Both vowed not
to stop until the other cried uncle. Young
fans, with little supervision, turned up to
display strength in numbers. Finally, the
Punjab Police prevented an escalation.
Randhawa has since regretted using un-
printable profanities against Mangat in ex-
pressing his prudential concern for Punjabi
culture and values which, he felt, were un-
der attack. And Mangat has alleged torture
by Punjab Police, who have come out look-
ing as the real tough guys.

Itis the only thing remotely funny about
aspat supposedly triggered over an aggres-
sive pursuit of crimes against Punjabi
culture. Butif you pluck away all the layers,
at the core lies a cult of hypermasculinity
bandied about with ferocity of a foghorn
by the Punjabi music industry — the coun-
try’s biggest player in the business of
non-film music.

Consider the portrait of a ‘man’s man’
Mangat sketches in his songs that run with
titles like Affair, Daku, Gunda Touch,
Hardcore, Show off, Thug Life, Savage Bande,
Shikar and Kartoos Anthem, among others.

This manis someone who claims tobe a
fan of lethal weapons since Class 5 (Panjvi
class to aan fan gun de). Ahunk who has had
breakups because he puts his guy friends,
who are like Ak-47s (Yaar ‘47’ Jehe), above
everyone else (Iss gal to affair kinne tut gaye,
munda top utte rakhda aye yaaran nu). He is
a criminal that a girl must stay away from
(Apradhi tera yaar kude, tu reh range to baar
kude). Who counts his drinks not in hum-
ble ‘pegs’, but bottles (Do-tin botlan gadich
karde). Who enjoys his sulfa (cannabis) and
nagni (opium). Who is averse to women,

Rami Randhawa; (top) Elly Mangat

who are all over him, but loves his cars
(Naaran to parhez, caran da craze) and buys
a new set of wheels every second day
(Shonki munda teeje din car badle). And of
course, itall adds up to the final assertion of
manhood - ‘Hardcore Jat Poora Mafia’ . And
Mangat is not the only one.

While it would be an unfair leap to sug-
gest that Punjabi pop/rap injected hyper-
masculinity into the Punjabi society, it cer-
tainly did put a beat to it. With music as the
central cultural vehicle, these songs have
been holding up an unhealthy ideal of man-
hood as alife vision to many boys and men.
It is a model that presents only two re-
sponses — aggression and anger — as a
stylised way of social interaction inaman’s

world. Hit back, when hit. When hurt, hurt
back. Pind sarpanch vi matha onu teke ni,
thokan laga na sing agga-pichha vekhe ne
(Even the sarpanch bows to him, he doesn’t
care for consequences before beating up his
rivals). The song Badnam by Mankirt Aulakh
goes on to glamourise a boy buying a stolen
gun, drinking “neat” at a wedding, and
spilling blood on the dance floor in an ap-
parent fight over a girl. Another one by
Sidhu Moose Wala, declares: Goli badle, goli
milu, hisab sadde sidhe aa ni, Jat da muqabala
das kithe aa ni (A bullet for a bullet, our rules
of engagement are clear. Who can measure
up to this Jat, you tell me). These and other
macho fantasies in popular songs frown
upon curbing the urge to retaliate in any-
thing and everything.

In 2017, gangster Babli Randhawa pur-
portedly bragged about brutal killing of a ri-
val in FB Live set to the tune of a popular
song. “Main ni kendamere kolon bhul hoiaa,
ho layi e ladai appan mull hoi aa (My act is
not a mistake. I have earned this rivalry),”
he sings along, asserting: “Poore hosh vich
maare fire Jat ne (I fired in my senses)”.
Moments like these matter most in seeing
the blurry lines where pop machismo
and criminality merge to dangerously fill
purpose-void for men, culturally baptised
in the ‘ankhi soorma’(vainglorious
braveheart) archetype.

Beyond celebrating deviant behaviour
in bristly verbal jibes, most songs also sub-
ject women to subordinate roles. In this
script of hypermasculintiy, the men are
Byronic tailchasers and the only roles for
women are either smitten accomplices
(Mom, Dad puchde munde di degree, ki dasan
8 chalde tere te parche — My parents
ask about the boy’s education, how do I tell
them you're named in 8 FIRs) or gun-tot-
ting “bro-chicks” (Jatti Jeone Morh (a cele-
brated dacoit) Di Bandook Wargi).In the end,
what’s put out in the world as entertain-
ment is textbook toxic masculinity — sup-
pressing everything associated with
the feminine and putting everything
macho on a pedestal. An all out act to
prove dominance.

It is no surprise then that when this
‘tough guy’ infatuated with extreme power
and economic success crashes against the
wall of reality, medicating the pain with
substance abuse or picking petty fights over
personal slights to prove being ‘man-
enough’ are choices he finds hard to resist.

Break Away

Keeping in tune with the theme of in-
clusivity, designer Sameer Madan’s Spring
Summer 20 womenswear collection em-
braces heritage and history, and yet does-
n’tletitentrap you. We see a lot of puffed
sleeves and clinched waists, but he juxta-
poses them with a thigh-high slit. “We
saw these cuts and styles in the olden
times, and they became synonymous
with entrapments. [ wanted to change
that. We need to embrace history and not
feel entrapped by it,” says Madan, 27, who
graduated from London College of
Fashion. His clothes evoke glamour, cour-
tesy the use of satin. There is also a lot of
organza, to create volume. Leather ap-
pliqué is something of a calling card for
Madan. “We have used faux leather to
embellish the outfits in this collection,”
adds the Delhi-based designer.

NEW ORDER

Tall, fair and leggy models might have
dominated the ramp but things
somewhat changed with more dusky
models such as Carol Gracias and
Archana Akil Kumar. This edition of
the LMIFWSS 20 made a conscious
effort at promoting diversity. We saw
Sakshi Sindhwani, a plus size model,
walking the ramp for most designers.
Nagaland-based transgender model
Kenny Awomi (pictured) also walked
for multiple designers. Aburn victim,
Suman Mishra was seen walking for
Amita Gupta. In addition, designer
Nitin Bal Chauhan addressed the
issue of mental health and dementia
in his show held on Thursday.
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DEFYING THE ODDS

National Gallery in Berlin is celebrating 100
years since women were admitted to the Berlin
Academy
works by female artists, including Caroline
Bardua and Sabine Lepsius, produced before this.

of Arts in 1919, with an exhibition of

— SNAPSHOTS
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Hand in Hand

AHMEDABAD-BASED author Raksha
Bharadia’s book Chaos in Romance,
Sexuality and Fidelity (Rupa; Rs 295)
looks at long-term relationships
among heterosexual couples in urban
India, touching on three major aspects
of the relationship — intimacy, sexual-
ity and fidelity. A research of three
years, she documented the lives of
nearly 70 to 80 married couples from
Tier 2 and 3 cities, from middle-income
groups, and spoke to several
experts, including psychologists, sex-
ologists and therapists. She has a four-
year-old online portal, on couple rela-
tionships in urban India, called
bonobology.com.In her book, Bharadia
looks at modern-day issues, the
changes in socio-dynamics between
men and women and reasons for infi-
delity. The bookalso contains nearly 75
illustrations by graphic illustrator
Siddharth Mukherjee. SOHINIGHOSH

Remember
the Time

THE MUSICAL production MJ The
Musical, based on the life and work of
Michael Jackson, will preview at
Broadway’s Neil Simon Theatre in New
York in July 2020. To be directed and
choreographed by British choreogra-
pher Christopher Wheeldon, the mu-
sical will trace the late American singer-
songwriter’s illustrious journey when
he was in his 20s and 30s. Featuring
several of Jackson’s iconic songs, itis be-
ing produced by the Michael Jackson
Estate and Columbia Live Stage.

ON THE LOOSE

Life Wear

Fashion moves further from just what’s trendy

LEHER KALA

THE JAPANESE fashion retail phenom-
enon Uniqglo opened its first store in
India, in Delhi, last weekend. In keep-
ing with its global model, the store is a
humongous space at 35,000 sq ft,
spread over three levels. According to
reports published in various newspa-
pers, Uniqglodid sales of Rs 1.2 cron day
one, excellent, considering we're (al-
legedly) in the midst of an economic
slowdown. So many industries are see-
ing a massive dip in spending. However,
it is worth noting that Uniqlo billed
much less than its competitor H&M
did on their first day of operation back
in 2015, which stands at a record
Rs 1.75 crore.

Fashion is heavily influenced by
value systems and perspectives and
Uniglo is a beneficiary of our current
moment. When humanity is forced to
think about mass extinction, there is a
subtle pressure to take our own shop-
ping choices seriously as well. It is, per-
haps, too much to expect people to en-
tirely resist the convenience
pret-a-porter or ready-to-wear offers.
However, that time is gone when it was
totally cool to buy something, wear it
once and chuckit, an accepted practice
heavily propagated by the likes of Zara
and H&M. While there will always be
people who value cheap, disposable
style over everything else, there is also
a growing number of impatient shop-
pers who are concerned about landfills
and irritated by poor quality. Contrary
to popular perception that fashion is a
medium to stand out, Uniglo’s designs
hint at a contempt for edginess. Despite
its name, the merging of the words
unique and clothing, Uniglo is much
more about quiet minimalism, than
what’s in. And it turns out, there are
plenty of people who don’t mind if
they’re dressed like everyone else.

For shoppers offended by bling or
the overwhelming variety of shiny an-

imal prints perpetually on offer at all
the high fashion brands, Uniglois like a
soothing balm in comparison — all soft
fleeces and shirts in monochromatic
colours. The styling is a defiant rejec-
tion of extravagance, and also a rejec-
tion of trends. Sure, you'll find some-
thing better fitted and more fashionable
at Zara, since they have perfected the
art of copying stuff off the latest cat-
walks at a dizzying pace, but our world
has changed. Flashback to the hit film
Confessions of a Shopaholic released in
the early 2000’s, where the red-headed
protagonist was filmed sitting among
a heap of dresses from her overflowing
wardrobe, ruing that she had nothing
to wear. The great seismic shiftin 2019
is, it's no longer a fashion faux pas to re-
peat an outfit. Overconsumption is a
symbol of vulgar avarice; we are fast
reaching the point where fashion fea-
tures of Mariah Carey or Elton John’s ex-
tensive shoe collection is viewed with
sneering derision.

The most brilliant scam wrought by
the fashion industry is something so
many women continue to buy into: that
clothes, especially expensive clothes,
must not be repeated and if they must,
only, very judiciously so. The men have
been liberated by this ridiculous and all
pervasive fashion rule because of icons
like Steve Jobs and Jerry Seinfeld, who
stubbornly wore the same clothes
every day — an endless rotation of blue
jeans and sneakers. Societal norms hold
women to a higher sartorial standard
and because of our conditioning, we
imagine everyone looking at our
clothes and judging us for wearing the
same old thing. This drastic overestima-
tion of other people’s attention spansis
widely common. In reality, people are
too caught up with their own lives to,
A:notice, B:care. Along comes a brand
that opts into a determined kind of
sameness, that is slowly taking away
this aversion to repetition. Uniglo’s
highest selling, most famous product,
the ultra thin thermal Heattech, is 15
years old, perfect for those few horren-
dous January days in Delhi. The cleanly
designed inner reflects the new fashion
ethos, that conspicuousness isn’t all its
cut out to be.

hutkayfilms@gmail.com
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Pitching it right

India’s home dominance once relied on the wickets on offer, but their innings-and-137-run win over South Africa, makes this narrative redundant

SANDIPG
PUNE,OCTOBER 13

ASDARK cloudsdrifted into the stadium shortly
after India had thrashed the Proteas by an in-
nings and 137 runs, curator Pandurang
Salgaonkar stood beside the 22-yard strip sport-
ing a faint smile. It was something he couldn’t
have done two years back when the India-
Australia Test had got over in three days, thanks
to his crumbling pitch.

Salgaonkar soon addressed his assistants
before they dispersed to wipe off the debris
and selectively burn the worn-out patches of
the strip. It resembled a burial ground, sym-
bolic of how India, in their ascent to invinci-
bility, has burned its overdependence on
made-to-order turners. There, no doubt, was
turn, but not ripping, gasp-inducing deviation.
Competent batsmen could trust the bounce,
play through the line, and even leave on
length. That was the reason Indian captain
Virat Kohli enforced the follow-on, a rarity for
modern-day skippers. If the strip was prone
to cracking up, he would have thought twice.

All the wickets South Africa lost on the
fourth day, owed to the mastery of Indian
bowlers. For example, Aiden Markram was un-
done by subtle inward seam movement off
Ishant Sharma. Temba Bavuma was wonder-
fully entrapped by Ravindra Jadeja. So did
Ashwindismiss Faf du Plessis, bluffing him with
a dipping off-break before slipping in a flatter
one that didn’t turn as much, identical to how
he nailed him in the first dig.

Wriddhiman Saha tookabrace of wonder-
ful catches, diving to his left to pouch the
smooth Theunis de Bryun and juggling to com-
plete the inside-edge catch of du Plessis. The
skipper's departure crushed South Africa’s last
lingering hopes of salvaging something from
the match. From 70/3 and soon to 79/5, there
was no wriggle room.

Also to be blamed was the South Africans
injudicious stroke-play. Dean Elgar, for in-
stance, attempted to loft Ashwin, but ended
up miscuing it. Quinton de Kock tried a hor-
rendous slog-sweep off Jadeja, and ended up
missing it completely. So it wasn’'t so much a
misbehaving pitch as their own incompetence
and injudiciousness. Then, that’s what good
bowling units do to teams — they force them
to do something silly. While it’s rare for non-
Asian spinners to boss over their Indian coun-
terparts, South Africa’s pace pack has repeat-
edly outbowled the Indians, from the days of
Allan Donald and Shaun Pollock to those of Dale
Steyn and Morne Morkel. That was the reason
Team India regularly opted for turning tracks.

This time around too, the South Africans
had a pair of terrific pacemen in Kagiso Rabada
and Vernon Philander, both familiar with the
climes and having played Tests here, but they
were put to shade by Mohammed Shami and
Umesh Yadav. Together, with the unusually
jaded Ishant, they gobbled up 16 wickets, which
is almost half of the bowlers’ spoils. The corre-
sponding numbers for Rabada and Coread just
six. In Vizag, they plugged away despite negli-
gible assistance. In Pune they maximised the
early bounce and carry, while Rabada, Philander
and Anrich Nortje wasted the most conducive
circumstances for seam bowling.

Staggeringly, it’s not a one-off instance.
In the series against West Indies last year,
Umesh was the highest wicket-taker and had
a better strike-rate and average than
Ravichandran Ashwin and Co. A year back,
the quartet of Shami, Yadav, Sharma and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar combined to take 31
off the 53 Sri Lankan wickets. During the pro-
longed home stretch too (2016-17), the
seamers weren't merely props in the play.

All of these instances suggest that India’s in-
vulnerability at home isn’t the consequence of
throwing the visiting batsmeninto akhadas and
snake-pits. Ithasn't been home conditions but
world class quality that has shone through
Kohli’s record-setting streak of 11 home series
wins in a row. Starting from the England tour,
they have lost just one match, drawn four and
won 18, and of those victories, the least con-
vincing margin of victory was by 75 runs and
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We know in the subcontinent your first innings is really important. The runs you

put on the board gives you a chance. But the way India batted, especially Virat

with 250, it takes a lot of mental toughness. Two days in the field can wear you
down. Especially that second evening, the batsmen were a bit weakin the

mindset. From thenit’s playing catch-up.”

— FAF DU PLESSIS, SACAPTAIN

THAT WINNING FEELING

The combination of Virat Kohli’s relentless bowling attack and South Africa’s inept batting meant India registered an emphatic win by an innings and 137 runs in Pune.
This was their 11th consecutive series win at home. AP

This is India’s 11th consecutive
series victory athome — a Test
record. Australia had twice won

10 home series in a row between

1994 to 2001 and 2004 to 2008.

Number of wins for India under
Virat Kohli’s captaincy in 50
Tests. Only two captains have
secured more wins than Kohli
in their first 50 Tests. Steve Waugh had
won 37 Tests, while Ricky Ponting won 35.

eight wickets (batting last). This was how
Australia steamrolled hapless competitors from
the late 90s to mid-aughts.

With the bowlers taking the pitch out of the
equation, the days of coaxing or cajoling cura-
tors are a thing of the past. Even Kohli doesn’t
minutely inspect the pitch before the match. A
quick scan and he walks off.

Even opposition skippers don’t fuss over
wickets. Du Plessis, who featured in the 2015
series, where square-turners were the norm,
admitted as much while deflecting India’s series
win to the quality they possess. “You don’t mind
losing to a team which is better than you, and
they were in every aspect. If you look at their
team in terms of Test caps, experience and the
numbers they have on the board in terms of av-
erages, they’re way ahead of us.”

It was a frank admission that India is the
contemporary benchmark. Beating them at
home will be the ultimate prize, as beating
Australia in Australia or West Indies in West
Indies once was. Visitors needn’t fear the dev-
ilish turners, rather their wholesome bowlers
and sterling batsmen. The pitch would no
longer be an antagonist, neither the men who
make them. Salgaonkar could finally smile.

OCCUPATIONAL BONDING

Ashwin and Jadeja: Different paths that lead to one destination

SANDIPG
PUNE,OCTOBER 13

JUST BEFORE tea, Ravichandran Ashwin found
something amusing in the stands and imme-
diately put this to Ravindra Jadeja’s notice, be-
fore they beganrolling over inlaughter. It was
arare instance of the pair sharing a light mo-
ment together on the ground, or revelling in
something trivial. One often finds Jadeja at the
end of some prank, chattering and bantering
around, but the off-spinner is often lost in his
own world, preoccupied with his bowling.
Evenoff thefield, they have different tastes.
Ashwinis anacademic,abibliophile hooked to
music and web series, when not thinking of the
game. Jadejaisamore outdoor guy. He likes his
horses, bikes and pets. The dissimilar interests
have ensured they don’'thang out together un-
less it’s a team function. On the field too, there
isn’t a brimming fraternal bond — the discus-
sions are often serious, game-specific. Theirs
seems to be a more occupational bonding,
Maybe, it's about perceptions. They're al-
ways pitted against each other, compared and
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contrasted, from their craft and wickets to av-
erages and traits. It never existed between Anil
Kumble and Harbhajan Singh, because
Harbhajan, because of the age disparity, was al-
ways considered an understudy.

Back in the day, most of the fabled spin
quartet played most games together. So
there wasn’t scope for minute comparisons.
But here, the two are contemporaries, com-
petent lower-order hands and masterful
craftsmen, leaving effectively little to choose
between them.

The comparisons scuttle along, more so in
the backdrop of Virat Kohli stating that Jadejais
his first-choice spinner overseas. Their mutual
competitiveness makes for a riveting watch.
Like it has been this series, where Ashwin has
been perceptibly a notch above Jadeja.

The clear difference between the pair —
other than the strike rate and average— has
been the threat they exuded. Ashwin was
Kohli’s go-to man, whether to break a part-
nership, venture for the kill, or stem the run-
flow, with the new ball or old, on the first ses-
sion of the day or the last. Jadeja was more
of a tying-an-end up operator, which he does

SCORECARD
Indiavs South Africa

2nd Test | Pune | Toss: India

INDIA l/601/5 DECLARED
SOUTH AFRICA 205
SOUTH AFRICA 189 1IN 672 OVS

(F/o)

A Markram Ibw b Ishant 0(2b)
D Elgar c Yadav b Ashwin 48 (72b, 8x4)
T de Bruyn c Saha b Yadav 8(18b,2x4)
Faf du Plessis c Saha b Ashwin 5(54b)

TBavuma cRahaneb Jadeja 38(63b, 4x4,

1x6)
QdeKockb Jadeja 5(9b, 1x4)
S Muthusamy cSharmabShami  9(44b,

1x4)
VPhilander cSahabYadav 37(72b, 2x4,

2X6)
K Maharaj Ibw b Jadeja 22 (65b,3x4)
K Rabada c Sharma b Yadav 4(5b,1x4)
A Nortje not out 0(0b)
M Extras: (b8,1b3,w2) 13

M FoW: 1-0(Aiden Markram, 0.2 ov), 2-21
(Theunis de Bruyn, 5.4 ov), 3-70 (Faf du
Plessis, 23.3 ov),4-71 (Dean Elgar, 25.2 ov),
5-79 (Quinton de Kock, 28.2 ov), 6-125
(Temba Bavuma, 43.2 ov), 7-129 (Senuran
Muthusamy, 44.5 ov), 8-185 (Vernon
Philander, 66.1 ov), 9-189 (Kagiso Rabada,

66.6 ov), 10-189 (Keshav Maharaj, 67.2 ov)
HBowling:

[Sharma 5-2-17-1
U Yadav 8-3-22-3
M Shami 9-2-34-1
RAshwin 21-6-45-2
RJadeja 21.2-4-52-3
RSharma 2-04-0
V Kohli 1-04-0

Saha provides three timely reminders in two days

SANDIPG
PUNE,OCTOBER13

WRIDDHIMAN SAHA didn’tlet his spectacular
grab of Theunis de Bruyn on Saturday stew in
the mind, because on Sunday, he pulled off two
more stunners. First, a one-handed snaffle
down the leg-side, De Bruyn again the ashen-
faced victim and then a rebound effort off an
inside-edge to terminate Faf du Plessis.

Indeed, the more you pore over that catch—
flying full-stretch, covering nearly his own
height to guzzle a thick edge of de Bryun — the
less spectacular it appears. Rather, he distracts
youwith hisjudgment, timing of his leap, the fi-
nesse of his glove-work, elasticity of his body-
in-leap, agility of his hips, and smoothness of
his landings. It’s only the roll-overs after the
landing—to reduce the impact of the effort—
that caters to the theatre.

It’s the classicism of his motion that distills
the catch of its spectacularity — if he were in-
clined to theatre, it would have been one-
gloved effort. But Saha has lots of time to think
before heleaps —it'sareason he doesn’talways
need todive and when he dives, he does sowith
both hands. Time, in the strictest sense, as all he
could getwill be afraction of asecond todecide
his course of action—to judge the line, then
whether to pounce or not, whether it's his or
the first-slip’s, whether he should go with one
hand or both, when he should start moving. We
talk of batsmen with an extra second to judge
the length, similar is Saha'’s gift, the allowance
of time, he makes those split-second decisions
faster than most in contemporary cricket. Iten-

Wriddhiman Saha takes a spectacular
catch to dismiss Faf du Plessis. P11

| should treat him (Saha) for those
wickets down the leg-side and that
first catch. Those are Wriddhi
bhai’s wickets.”

UMESH YADAV

ables him to dive with both hands. It lets him
take last-minute decisions, like when flinging
for a leg-side catch or plunging for a rebound.
Even after the inside edge had ricocheted off
him, he hadn’t lost sight of it. It's a trained in-
stinct — an end product of fine-tuned natural
reflexes and classical fundamentals.

While the snap-of-a-second judgement is
natural, how his body obeys the synapses of his

— —_— —
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The mutual competitiveness between Ashwin and Jadeja makes it a riveting watch.

even when he’s not at his best.

It can be argued that pitches weren’t of the
Jadejakind — slow turners rather than breaking
ones, the ones that grip, wherein he can scythe
through opponents. It was a trifle slow for his
liking. It's where Ashwin sneaked ahead, in his

ability to purchase wickets on unresponsive
wickets, like it was in both Vizag and Pune. It’s
because he had a better range of tools to take
the pitch out the equation — variations, drift,
flight, loop, speed — and a mind that’s con-
stantly ticking over. Much has been written

brainis more acquired, conforming to the clas-
sical tenets of wicket-keeping. When diving for
the ball, it's the head that leads him, not the
arms. A steady head, like in most other dispo-
sitions of the game, gets you into good positions,
enables a better view of the ball’s trajectory,
whichin turn helps him get more body behind
the catch. Then follows his arms and the feet,
whichdoesn’tleave the ground, until that sud-
den burst of explosivity. When you freeze-
frame the exact moment his legs take, you can
see his palms are almost parallel to the path of
the ball. Then those nimble feet take offand the
last sinews of his arms stretch.

Evenwhen he’s air-borne, he’s in optimal
control of his body in that he knows the exact
degree of his stretch. Keepers, at times in their
alacrity, tend to over-stretch and the ball ends
up thudding off his webbing or wrists. But
Saha knows exactly when the ball would nes-
tle in his gloves. It’s the other nicety that he
doesn’'t grope, rather the balls look like it’s be-
ing magnetically pulled into his clutches, he
swoops on it rather than picks it up. It’s per-
haps the biggest gift of a keeper— good hands.

The touch-down was smooth, like aveteran
pilot navigating a jet—it seems there are no
bonesin his body, only great charges and flows
of energy. There’s no tripping or jarring, just a
fluid transformation of weight. He then rolls
over, toreduce theimpact of the landing. When
he’s gathered back on his feet, he was where a
second slip would have been. It's the only part
of Saha that’s theatrical. It's one of dynamic
beauty —somuch so thatit might haveitsown
framed picture stamped in memory. He'd taken
aneerily similar catch off Umesh Yadav’s bowl-

about those gifts, but Ashwin prompts frequent
retelling. In Pune, he relied on old-fashioned
off-spin bowling, looking to beat the batsman
in the air and in the turn, keeping him guess-
ing with natural variation or the one that does-
n’'t turn as much as the batsman expects.

Sometimes, he goes even subtler — like
trying different wrist-loading positions.
Some are at 180 degrees, sometimes 90. It’s
how he controls the drift.

The 180-degrees drift more than the
those at 90 degrees. He gets the control from
his dexterous wrists. Sometimes he hurries
through the action, sometimes slows it
down. He uses different grips too — seam
pointing down the wicket for the arm ball,
or over-spinner, seam pointing at an angle
for the standard off-break and the middle
finger tucked behind the ball for the carrom
ball. All of it creates a mirage for the batsman.

Like he did to Quinton de Kockin the first
innings, when he ran faster into the action,
lulling him to assume that he would be coun-
tering a full, fast-ish slider. Rather it was a
good length ball that hung in the air and spat
off the surface. It curved and dipped, hum-

ing against Australia at the same venue.

It’s in those sporadic bursts of spectacular-
ity that Saha lives on. It’s a grand irony of the
sport— the keeper is the most engaged manon
the field, yet the most anonymous, remem-
bered only when they either spill a catch or
squander a stumping.

In that sense, the catch was a timely re-
minder of not only his skills but his also value.
A particular number illuminates his worth—
among contemporary keepers, Saha completes
96.9 percent of his catches against seamers, the
best conversion rate among his peers. Rishabh
Pant occupies the ninth spot, witha successrate
of 91.6 percent. It'sareason bowlers rave about.

“Alot of people from within the team have
spoken about Saha and its no brainer to say he
is one of the best going around, I have hardly
seen him miss anything from the rough. It just
indicates what good set of hands he has got.”

Still, to think that eyebrows were twitched
when he was picked ahead of Pantin Vizagand
Pune is befuddling. It’s a post Gilchrist-era
dilemma (and affliction) —doyouwanta player
with superior glove-work or would you opt for
apersonwho could statistically make a greater
all-round contribution to the team?

Not that he’s a slouch with the bat — an av-
erage of 30 is healthy enough—and with the
kind of batting depth India possesses, Pant can
wait. Saha, in turn, offers a safety-web like few
other keepers, and these are not bountiful times
for anachronistic high-quality wicketkeeper-
batsman, not the rapidly flourishing batsman-
wicketkeeper clan.

Cricket can’tafford tolose that fineart.Saha
filed three reminders in two days.

ming with the spin imparted, homing on
middle and off before stealing past the out-
side edge to dislodge the off-bail.

Butitwould be his continuous mastery over
Faf du Plessis, the most experienced South
Africanbatsman, that would please him more.
Itwasless exciting but more cerebral. In the first
innings, the Proteas skipper played inside the
line and edged to first slip. In the second, prob-
ably expecting a similar one, Faf played outside
the line, only for the ball to deviate marginally
more this time, and brushed his inside edge.
Identical deliveries taking both edges, nothing
would please abowler more.

Ashwin specialises in taking the most im-
portant wicket, which makes him a captain’s
dream. Against Sri Lanka, he nailed Kumar
Sangakkara four times in six innings, he was
Kane Williamson’s nemesis in the 2017 series,
he has consumed Alastair Cook eight times in
12 matches and David Warner nine timesin 14
games. It hasn’t escaped his notice, and he ex-
plained the rationale: “Against the best play-
ers, you naturally will be sharper and more
pumped up to be extra brilliant.”

Its the gist of Ashwin-Jadeja competition.
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Gaekwad trumps Azad in ICA elections, to be part of apex council

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 13

ANSHUMAN GAEKWAD, former India
opener and coach, will be a part of the BCCI's
nine-member apex
council that will be fi-
nalised during the elec-
tions later this month. He
defeated his nearest rival
Kirti Azad by 90 votes in
the Indian Cricketers
Association (ICA) elec-
tions. In a three-way contest, Gaekwad
bagged 471 votes, while Azad, a World Cup
winner and a three-term MP, managed 381
votes. Rakesh Dhruv finished a distant third
with 223 votes. Former India women'’s team
captain Shantha Rangaswamy was elected
unopposed as the female ICA representative
nominee to the apex council.

“The outside world sees the glamour of
cricket. But there are countless others who have
worked hard for the game at the grassroots

BRIEFLY

Sen clinches maiden
World Tour title

Rising Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen on
Sunday clinched his maiden BWF
World Tour title by winning the Dutch
Open men's singles title after beating
Yusuke Onodera of Japan in the sum-
mit clash in Almere, the Netherlands,
on Sunday. The 18-year-old Indian ral-
lied from a game deficit to defeat his
world no. 160 opponent 15-21 21-14
21-15inafinal thatlasted 63 minutes.
The Dutch Open is a BWF World Tour
Super 100 tournament.

Hockey: India colts
beat NZ 8-2

Sanjay struck twice in Indian junior
hockey team's dominating 8-2 win
over New Zealand in Sultan of Johor
Cup, in Johor Bahru on Sunday. Apart
from Sanjay (17', 22"), Dilpreet Singh
(6"), Shilanand Lakra (14"), Mandeep
Mor (22"), Suman Beck (45"), Pratap
Lakra(50")and Sudeep Chirmako(51")
scored for India while Dylan Thomas
(28',44") notched two goals for New
Zealand. It was India's second win in
the tournament and they face Japanin
their next round robin league-stage
match on Tuesday.

Ministry throws

open stadia for all

The Sports Ministry has decided to pro-
vide access to four stadiums free of cost
to federations and athletes from
November 1. The first phase will see sta-
diums in the capital being opened for
state and national federations to host
competitions, tournaments and
leagues of all sporting disciplines. JLN
will host football leagues, training and
competitions organised by federations,
whileIG stadium will be earmarked for
wrestling, boxing, judo and badminton.
Shooting competitions will be hosted
at KSSR and hockey and swimming at
National Stadium.

Dutee completes
sprint double

Dutee Chand completed a sprint
double in the season-ending 59th
National Open Athletics Champion-
ships in Ranchi, clocking the fastest
time in 200m by an Indian this year
with a 23.17 second burst on Sunday.
Railways' PU Chitra was another ath-
lete who completed the double,
adding the women's 800m crown to
the 1500m title she won earlier in
the tournament.

level. Most ex-cricketers, men and women are
struggling to make a living. We need to work
with the BCCI to help them,” Gaekwad'’s per-
sonal statement to the ICA voters had read.

Azad, too, had spoken about the pension
entitlement to “every cricketer who has
played even one first- class match” in his
statement to the voters. He also stressed
upon “considerably enhanced pension” for
Indian women cricketers. Gaekwad and
Rangaswamy were in the ad-hoc Cricket
Advisory Committee (CAC) that had reap-
pointed Ravi Shastri as Team India's head
coach. They, along with Kapil Dev, had
stepped down after conflict of interest com-
plaints were made against them.

Hitesh Majumdar became the ICA sec-
retary by securing 646 votes to his rival
Ashu Dani’s 436 votes. V. Krishnaswamy,
who had garnered 739 votes, defeated
Kishore Kumar Sharma's 336 votes, to be-
come the ICA treasurer. Former middle-or-
der batsman Ashok Malhotra was already
elected unopposed as the ICA president.
Surender Khanna became the ICA represen-

GANGULY POISED TO BE THENEW BCCI PRESIDENT

Sourav Ganguly is poised to be the new
BCCl president. It is learnt that the BCCI
members, who met
in Mumbaion
Sunday, have
unanimously
nominated the
former India captain
totake charge of the
board. The Indian
Express understands that Brijesh Patel is
going to be the IPL governing council
chairman. The members will meet
again on Monday morning to finalise
the candidates for the posts of secretary
and treasurer. Incidentally, Monday is
also the deadline for filing the nomi-

nations for the BCCI's October 23
elections/AGM.

Ganguly was elected unopposed as the
Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB)
president last month. However, the
members have picked him as they felt
thatIndian cricket needed someone of
his stature.

According to the BCCI constitution,
Ganguly will have to demit office in July
next year, when his cooling-off period
begins. With him moving to the BCCI
will mean that the CAB will have to
conduct fresh elections for the
president’s post.
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY

tative nominee to the IPL governing council.
Rajesh Nayyar (Walia) and Yajurvindra
Singh were elected unopposed as the two

ICA member representatives.
The ICA has been formed as per the
Lodha Committee recommendation to give

cricketers a voice in the functioning of
Indian cricket. Thanks to the reforms, for
the first time a players’ association got the
BCClI recognition, following which the elec-
tions were duly held. Three previous at-
tempts were made by former cricketers to
form an association - in the 1970s, late
1980s and at the turn of the century -
which proved futile.

“There are 1,500 cricketers who are in the
ICA. It’s the first time that the BCCI has recog-
nised the cricketers’ association. This will
have an impact. The ICA’s role is more as a
(body) for the welfare of cricketers. This is
the first step in the right direction. We will
wait and watch how things pan out,”
Malhotra told The Indian Express.

Legends such as Sunil Gavaskar and
Sachin Tendulkar haven't joined the associ-
ation so far, but the ICA president was hope-
ful they would eventually join. “We need
their guidance and their wishes.” Malhotra
also exuded hope that the ICA would get af-
filiated to the Federation of International
Cricketers' Associations.

Landing the right punches

Despite losing in the Worlds final, Manju's growth in and out of the ring makes her one to watch out for

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 13

"YOU'LLNEVER hear any complaints about
Manju. Always on time, never slacks off dur-
ing training, very disciplined. But the one
thing I would sometime feel is that she's a
little reserved. Thoda chup-chup rehti thi,"
Ali Qamar, women's chief coach says after
the closing ceremony of the Women's
World Championships. "Right now, it's good
to see her laughing, enjoying. She is mak-
ing friends with boxers from other coun-
tries and clicking photos, exchanging num-
bers. That honestly is the most heartening
thing. For a boxer, growth shouldn't be lim-
ited to inside the ring."

For Manju Rani, personal betterment has
followed in-ring exploits, a fruitful freshman
year capped off with a World Championships
silver. Manju, who turns 20 later this month,
lost Sunday's final 4-1 to Russia's Ekaterina
Paltceva, falling a step short of replicating the
feat achieved at senior nationals, clinching
gold in her maiden appearance.

After years waiting to be selected, the
boxer from Rithal, Haryana, chose to repre-
sent Punjab in national competition. Sube
Singh Beniwal, Manju's childhood coach
who prompted the move, explains the bash-
fulness Qamar alludes to.

"There was a lot of nervousness. Mostly
because after she wasn't selected for a long
time, she started doubting herself. She'd go,
'why is this happening to me? maybe this is
my level'," says Beniwal. "Sharmaati thi, kuch
khul ke bolti nahi thi (She was very shy, never
opened up).lused to remind her that she's too
talented for this level, and it would only take
a breakthrough for everyone to realise that."

Even after the shift to Punjab, there was
apprehension at the nationals as Beniwal ex-
pected uproar if Manju had to face the con-
tender from Haryana.

"That'd have been problematic. They
would have complained and yelled about
how can a Haryana girl face a statemate.
Thankfully, that girl lost her match and
Manju won gold."

Manju further cemented her placein the
national camp with a silver at the Strandja
memorial and a bronze at the India and
Thailand Open. In August, she beat
President’s Cup gold medallist and former
national champion Monika in the selection
trials to make the Worlds squad.

"When we spoke on Friday, I reminded
her of the journey and the year it has been,"
says Beniwal, adding that for the final, he
asked his ward to believe in herself. The
coaching staff in Ulan-Ude had a more prac-
tical advice: "You are fighting a Russian in
Russia. You have to win the final handily."

"We had already told her before the start.

Manju Rani (R) settled for silver after losing to Russia’s Ekaterina Paltceva in her maiden World Championship final in Ulan-
Ude on Sunday. (Below, from left) Jamuna Boro (54kg), Manju (48kg), Mary Kom (51kg) and Lovelina Borgohain (69kg) pose
with their World Championship medals. BFI

'We will lose if this bout is close or you two

rw

look equal. You need to dominate’,” says
Qamar. "I believe she dominated. We were
worried about unnees-bees ka farak. She was
20, and the other boxer was 18."

Confident beginning

The Indian began the bout confidently,
launching double jabs and 3-4 punch combi-
nations. She also spent the round fidgeting
with her headgear, and asked for a time-out
after two minutes. Beniwal believes the 50-
second break in action which followed "af-
fected her concentration”, while Qamar says
the brief stoppage only "helped as Manju

Inrecent history, barring Mary's
Worlds gold last year, India has
had to be content with silver
linings... There are high hopes
however from Manju. For one,
the Olympic dream is on the
back-burner till Paris

looked even sharper afterwards".

Manju was clever, moved well but was
punished whenever she tried to exchange
with the shorter southpaw. Then after two
busy rounds, Manju hung back, waiting to
catch the Russian on counters; a risky strat-
egy in any boxing match and especially soin
a World Championship final against the
hometown favourite.

"In our view she won the first two rounds,
soin the third we asked her not to exert her-
self to avoid injuries. So that round was a bit
low for us,"” says Qamar.

The Indian lost the third round on all five
scorecards. Questionable strategies notwith-

standing, Manju is a decidedly work-in-
progress prospect. She is aloose striker, with
quick combos. She also has an height advan-
tage over other light-flyweights. But ring
awareness and adapting will only come with
experience.

"She has the height and the range.
Sometimes, she goes on to attack, and that
gives chance for a shorter opponent to get
inside and counter. All the time we had to
tell her to stay on the back-step counter,"”
says Qamar. "But it's all about the experi-
ence. This was her first major competition
and she performed freely. More such events
will sharpen her.”

In recent history, barring Mary's Worlds
gold last year, India has had to be content
with silver linings, all of which faded soon
after. Sonia Chahal, Sonia Lather, Sarjubala
Devi, Saweety Boora all made the final but
couldn't build on the performances.

There are high hopes however from
Manju. For one, the Olympic dream (and
the weight of expectations) is on the back-
burner till Paris. And with the sharp devel-
opment Manju has shown over a short pe-
riod, a little more room to grow certainly
can't hurt.

Sandhu relies on
bench strength to
make up for
Jhingan’s absence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 13

INDIA GOALKEEPER Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu is confident that squad players will
rise to the occasion and make up for
Sandesh Jhingan’s absence, when the team
faces Bangladesh in a World Cup qualifier
at the Salt Lake Stadium on Tuesday. The
former Stabak - a Norwegian club -
‘keeper credited India coach Igor Stimac
for creating a pool of young players.

“I think the coach has been very smart
from the start that he has brought in a mix-
ture of young players so that we have those
options and competitiveness in every sin-
gle position. And we will have players
coming in for his (Jhingan) position (cen-
tre-half). It's something we didn't want.
We won't have his experience, but we have
players who can fill the slot,” Gurpreet
said, as the Indian team arrived in Kolkata
after a 10-day camp in Guwahati.

Jhingan suffered an Anterior Cruciate
Ligament (ACL) tear on his left knee during
a practice game against Northeast United.
It might require surgery. India, though, are
fresh from an inspiring performance in a
Group E qualifier at Doha, where they held
Qatar, the reigning Asian champions and
2022 World Cup hosts, to a goalless draw. In
their first game, India fought well but went
down 2-1 to Oman. Bangladesh, ranked
187th in the Fifa rankings, will be the best
opportunity for India (ranked 104) to se-
cure their first win in the qualifiers.

Gurpreet, however, preferred to be cau-
tious. “They (Bangladesh) are a good team
and play with the heart and make it tough
for other teams as well. So it’s not an easy
game,” he said, adding: “They made it re-
ally difficult for Qatar. So we just need to
make sure that we don’t make mistakes
and go out on the pitch and play to our
strengths.”

Meeting with AFC on leagues

New Delhi: A roadmap of the country's
domestic football structure will be dis-
cussed in a meeting of the I-League and
Indian Super League clubs with the officials
of the AIFF and the Asian Football
Confederation in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
on Monday.

The All India Football Federation has in-
vited the clubs of the country's two do-
mestic leagues to a meeting at AFC head-
quarters in Kuala Lumpur to discuss the
future of the game in the country. The of-
ficials of FSDL, the organisers of the ISL,
will also be present in the meeting.

The national federation, in consultation
with the AFC, is expected to present a
"roadmap" for the future of Indian club foot-
ball as there is still no clarity regarding
which league -- out of I-League and ISL --
will be the top tier competition in the coun-
try.In June, the AIFF announced that the ISL
would take over from the I-League India's
AFC Champions League qualifier slot from
2019-20. This effectively means the ISL
takes over as India's top-tier football league.

[-League clubs have protested and
asked for the introduction of promotion
and relegation to allow them take part in
the ISL. Officials of Kolkata clubs Mohun
Bagan, East Bengal and ATK as well as
Minerva Punjab owner Ranjit Bajaj have
reached the Malaysian capital for the meet-
ing. East Bengal will be represented by
Executive Committee member Saikat
Ganguly.

"We will wait and watch. We definitely
hope that AFC is thinking of betterment of
Indian football. We hope to get some an-
swers in this perspective,” East Bengal sen-
ior official Debabrata Sarkar said. "We are
hoping for the best from the AFC and we
strongly believe in their policies and prin-
ciples as long as AFC follows their own con-
stitution. We are expecting a structured
roadmap for the betterment of football in
India,” said Bajaj. PTI

Leitch dedication

Captain Michael Leitch dedicated Japan's
classy 28-21 win over Scotland to those
affected by the super typhoon Hagibis
which nearly forced the cancellation of
the match. Remarkably, the match was
played a matter of hours after Typhoon
Hagibis, one of the worst tropical cyclones
to hit the country in recent history, ripped
through the Tokyo region, killing 23
people, Reuters reported. Leitch said: "It is
tough at the moment with typhoon so
thanks to everyone who made it happen.
For those suffering from the typhoon this
was for you guys. Our heart goes out toall
the people suffering from the typhoon.

Land of rising (& faltering) dawns

Japan play South Africa in the quarters
next Sunday, and it had all begun with
The Springboks. Before the last
tournament in 2015 where they
shocked the Boks 34-32, the Brave
Blossoms had only ever won one World
Cup match, against Zimbabwe in 1991,
and lost every other by an average of 48
points, including a crushing 145-17
defeat at the hands of the All Blacks in
1995. Incredibly, the Boks match wasn’t
shown on terrestrial TV in Japan.

It was against Scotland in fact that
Japan's brave World Cup performances
began 16 years ago in October of 2003 at
the Dairy Farmers Stadium, Australia.

For those suffering from the
typhoon this was for you guys."

MICHAEL LEITCH, CAPTAIN

Theirday in the sunisn't done,
and they'llbe committed to build
on that great day against us"

SU CARTY, IRISHRUGBY FOOTBALL UNION

Winger Hirotoki Onozawa scored a free
flowing try in the corner and Japan were
within four points of Scotland with 23
minutes of the match remaining. The
then Cherry Blossoms lost 32-11 after
late Scots tries but enjoying only 17 per
cent of possession during their
characteristically cavalier attack, they
showed dogged defence, attempting 168
tackles and making 136 of them. 2007
WC saw no wins, but at RWC 2011 they
were four points down after 60 minutes
before it ran away from them. In 2013 the
win against Wales (Japan beat the Six
Nations champions 23-8 in Tokyo) was
the one when they finally putitall
together and beataTier 1 nation.

How Scotland was beaten
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Japan's Kazuki Himeno shakes hands with Kenki Fukuoka (R) after their
win over Scotland in the final pool match of the Rugby World Cup. Reuters

Guardian writes, "Quick, smart, precise and innovative, they were a credit to
their Kiwi coaches Jamie Joseph and Tony Brown and rapidly forced Scotland into
damage limitation mode. Despite an encouraging early score by Finn Russell,
who had almost set up Darcy Graham for a try a few moments previously, the
hosts were a red and white blur of constant motion and their three first-half tries

were all out of the top drawer."

Fukuoka’s sensational off balance offload for the first try by the increasingly
prolific Kotaro Matsushima, Luke Thompson putting his loosehead prop Keita
Inagaki over by the posts and Timothy Lafaele putting in a neat grubber behind
the Scottish defensive line for the buzzing winger Fukuoaka to gather it one-
handed and surge past Stuart Hogg were the defining images of the win.

Michael learns to ruck & maul: Japan become first Asian nation to reach Rugby WC quarters

Birth of Brave Blossoms

It was a British journalist Rich
Freeman who can be credited with
the name.

"After the game I was talking to Mark
Bell, one of the coaches, about what a
brave performance it had been for 60
minutes. A lot of the journalists were
talking about ‘Brave Blossoms’ and
one of the local papers used itina
headline. I used it in my copy for the
Japan Times," said the rugby writer
who lived in Japan for 20 years.
‘Cherry Blossoms’ was their English
nickname but in Japan they were
either called ‘Mukai Japan’, after
then-coach Shogo Mukai, or people
talked about ‘the Sakura jersey’.

"So from 2003 I started using ‘Brave
Blossoms’ every now and again to
break up the copy rather than just
‘lapan, Japan, Japan’ and I stuck with
it," the official rugby website quotes
him as saying. The Japan RFU not
happy at first, got convinced 10 years
ago. "Butin 2009 the Classic All Blacks
were over and Andrew Mehrtens used
itin the post-match interview in front
of the whole crowd in Kobe.

The JRFU thought ‘Maybe this
nickname isn’t such abad idea’,and
since the win over South Africa they’'ve
really marketed it."

Breaking the Tier 1 monopoly

BBC says World Rugby's Beyond

Legacy programme, aiming to grow

broadcast audiences for rugby in

Asia, and to get one million new

Asian players participating in rugby by

2020 got schemes such as holding

rugby lessons in Japanese schools

in the host cities of the World Cup

and investing in the growth of

local teams.

Su Carty, who sits on the World Rugby

council and the committee of the Irish

Rugby Football Union, said, "You

want teams like Japan coming through

and making a statement on the world

stage. Their day in the sunisn't

done, and they'll be committed

to build on that great day

againstus."”

Samoa and Scotland would follow

Russia and Ireland with Japan topping

the pool with 19 points.

Professional services firm

Ernst & Young estimates that the

six-week tournament could bring

in £1.5bn to Japan's economy and

support 25,000 jobs across the 12

cities hosting matches.Japan

has also invested 40bn yen (£290m)

on infrastructure. According to Statista,

Japan has almost 3,000 recognised

clubs with 95,000 active players.
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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Checkered finish at Suzuka

Japanese GP gets over a lap early due to a technical glitch; Bottas wins race, Mercedes clinch title

REUTERS
SUZUKA,OCTOBER13

VALTTERI BOTTAS swept to vic-
tory in Sunday's Japanese Grand
Prix as Mercedes clinched the
Formula One constructors’ cham-
pionship and guaranteed them-
selves an unprecedented sixth
consecutive title double.

The Finn crossed the line 11.3
seconds ahead of Ferrari's
Sebastian Vettel, whomadea hes-
itant start from pole position and
had to fend off a charging Lewis
Hamilton in the closing laps. The
resultmoved Mercedes 177 points
clear of Ferrari, allowing them to
wrap up a record-equalling sixth
consecutive constructors’ crown,
withamaximum 176 points from
four races still to be won.

Tension ahead of
France-Turkey
Euro showdown

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

EXPLAINED

Why therace stopped
before scheduled 53 laps

THE JAPANESE GP was to last for 53 laps but it ended a lap
short after the digital chequered flag mounted on the starting
lights was erroneously flashed. The drivers continued to race
for one more lap but that did not count. As per F1 regulations,
“Should for any reason the end-of-race signal be given before
the leading car completes the scheduled number of laps... the
race will be deemed to have finished when the leading car
last crossed the line before the signal was given.”

Till last year, manual flags were the indication that the
race is over. However, model Winnie Harlow accidentally
waved the flag early at Canadian GP, leading to the introduc-
tion of the rule that gives the digital flag precedence.

Italsoassured Mercedesof the
drivers' title with only Bottas now
capable of challenging five-times

world champion Hamilton, whose
lead narrowed to 64 points.
Mercedes have now equalled

Ferrari's record six constructors' ti-
tles in a row between 1999-2004.
The Italian team won five succes-
sive drivers' crowns with Michael
Schumacher from 2000-04.

"Starting third is never easy
here but there's no point giving
up,” said Bottas after his third
win of the season and first since
the Azerbaijan Grand Prix in
April. "' had a really nice car and
Sebastian had anissue, so it was
good to get the lead. Really proud
of the team, a sixth title in a row
is so impressive."”

Ferrari looked like they might
delay the title celebrations after
locking out the front row in a
qualifying session held on
Sunday morning, after being
postponed from its traditional
Saturday slot due to Typhoon
Hagibis. But both Vettel and

team mate Charles Leclerc ran
into trouble at the start.

Vettel launched off his grid
spot a fraction too soon and
slammed on the brakes before
moving again. He was investi-
gated for a false start but let off
without a sanction because his
car had not crossed the line.

The momentary hesitation
was enough to allow Bottas to
sweep around the outside and
into thelead. Leclerc collided with
Max Verstappen as the Dutchman
tried to pass around the outside,
damaging the Ferrariand pushing
the Red Bull, which later retired,
into a spin. The Monegasque nev-
ertheless carried on, crucially hold-
ing up Hamilton as his car shed
bodyworkinashower of debris be-
foreeventually pitting forrepairsat
the end of the third lap.

Biles sets medal record at World C’ship

ASSOCIATED PRESS
STUTTGART,OCTOBER 13

SIMONE BILES broke the all-time

record for most medals by any
gymnast at the world champi-
onships by winning the balance
beam and floor exercise Sunday.
Biles won her 24th medal on the
beam, breaking a tie on 23 with
the Belarusian men's gymnast
Vitaly Scherbo, and added her
25th less than two hours later.
Biles scored 15.066 on the beam
after anear-flawless routine, opt-
ing for a simpler dismount than
the double-double she per-

formed earlier in the champi-
onships. When her score was an-
nounced, guaranteeing the
medal record, Biles leaped up
from her seat with a broad smile
and punched the air.

China took silver and bronze
with Liu Tingting on 14.433 and
Li Shijia on 14.3, respectively. Biles
won the floor exercise by a full
point, scoring 15.133 despite a
step out of bounds on one pass,
and blew kisses to the audience
after finishing her routine. Her
U.S.teammate Sunisa Lee took sil-
ver, her third medal of the cham-
pionships, while Angelina
Melnikova took bronze for Russia.

Her winning routine came
after a long wait when Brazilian
gymnast Flavia Saraiva re-
quested an inquiry into her
score, during which time Biles
sat on the edge of the floor. Biles
has won five events at these
world championships after team
gold Tuesday, individual all-
around gold Thursday and vault
gold Saturday:.

Afifth place on uneven bars
Saturday ended Biles' chances
of winning a medal in all
six events, which she did last
year in her comeback world
championships after a sabbati-
calin 2017.

b I ALLAHABAD BANK

A tradition of trust

fEregrer &5 gva=7r

Head Office: 2, Netaji Subhash Road, Kolkata-700001

National

National Pension System Trust

(NPS Trust)

INVITATION ON BEHALF OF PFRDA
Annuity Literacy Programme (ALP) for subscribers under
Pension System (NPS) attaining the age of
superannuation / 60 years in the next three years
To create awareness on annuity among Government/non-Government
subscribers attaining the age of superannuation / 60 years in the next three
years under the National Pension System (NPS), Pension Fund Regulatory

and Development Authority (PFRDA), the regulator of NPS, is organizing the
above programme at PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry

E-auction of Residential property on ay of November, on IS WHAT IS BASIS” & "WHATEVER
THERE IS" on the platform https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net
E-auction sale notice for sale of Immovable Assets under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security

SAINT-DENIS, OCTOBER 13 )
New Delhi-110016, as per the following schedule:

FRANCEHOST Turkey ina crunch Euro

(PHDCC), PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,

Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in genera
and in particular to the Borrower/s and guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor, the

vay and Date 1imings

2020 qualifier on Monday with the

teams vying for top spotin GroupH | [ Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Allahabad Bank Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "A{ | Day 1 Thursday, 1/ October 2019 04:00 pm to 06:00 pm|
and diplomatic tension simmering be- is what is" and "whatever there is" basis as on 16th day of November, 2019. The details of bank’s dues, Borrower & Guarantors, Reserve Price{ || . .
tween the two nations after Turkey's Earnest money & Description of immovable properties is given below: Day 2 Frlday, 18 October 2019 04:00 pm to 06:00 pm|

bombardment of Syrian Kurds this ST.No. Name of the Mortgagor(s)/ Amount of Reserve Earnest — : ST
week. With three games to go in the & Ni’gioo::re Details of Immovable Properties Guarantor(s) Secured Debt Price Money Th_e prpgramme will mform t_he subscnberg ab(_)Ut the procegs of m't'atmg
Euro 2020 qualifying campaign the Branch (in Rs) Deposit | | exit / withdrawal requests in time so that their retirement benefits under NPS
sides have 18 points each ahead of T |W/s Sadhna ATrthat partand parceT of the Tand afong Moﬂg.agorlG.uaranto.r: Outstanding Dues| 323,3T,000/1 <2,33,T007-| | 5re settled and regu|ar income in the form of annuity starts soon after their
Monday's showdown at the Stade de Exhibition| Steel, with building constructed on the said| Smt. Guriya Devi W/O Sri of the Bank (Rupees (Rupees . o . .
France but Turkey top the group on Road |Proprietor-Sri |land admeasuring and area of 10 dhur| Naresh Sharma, Near Koot ¥15,79,437/- | Twenty threl Two lac superannuation. In addition, the programme will emphasize upon the
the head-to-head rule after their 2-0 Branch |Naresh Sharma, | Tauzi No.5185, Khata No.085, Survey| Factory, Kurthaul, Parsa (Rupees Fifteen | lac thirty onel thirty three | | Annuity Service Providers (ASP3) appointed under NPS and the schemes
def: fLes Bl in K . Patna |[Rajendra Path, |Plot No.-815, Thana No0.110, Mauza-| Bazar, Patna-804453 lac seventy nine | thousand thousand ff d bv th Sub ib biect t rtain t d diti
efeat of Les Blues in Konya in June. Nogr CDA Kurthaul. Thana-Phulwarisharif, Dist thousand four | only) e offered by them. Subscribers can, subject to certain terms and conditions,
Looming large over the game, how- Building, Behind | Patna, Registered in the name of Smt. hundred and hundred | | also choose to remain invested in NPS until the age of 70 years.
ever, will be security issues and inter- Durga Mandir, |Guriya Devi. Boundary:North-Part Plot thirty seven only) only) _ ,
national diplomatic relations as Patna-800001 |ka Part hal Kharidar Digar, South-12 + interest, cost All Government as well as Non-Government subscribers who are going to
France decried Turkish military in- ge_elt?Wig? Evt- Road, East-Niz, West- &ggaggezsoﬁvée-f attain the age of superannuation / 60 years in the next three years or are
terventions in Syria this week and fl Ranbirfumar. 9 i i i i i i i i
blocked arms sales to them. [3ST D3t & time Tor SUBMISSTon T PFocass CompITance Formiith END aFouRt-Tath Day oF November, 20Ty st ATanasad Bank Exmomor| | [2CINg Issues with their already submitted exit and withdrawal claims,

Road Branch, at 1st Floor, Arunachal Bhawan, Exhibition Road, Patna-800001 Till 5.00 PM

Date & Time of e-auction: T6th day of November, 2079 from 72.30 PM 1o 2.30 PM at the platform of hiip://allahabadbank.aucftiontiger.net

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Mr. Dhiraj Kumar (Mob-8828206020)

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) htips://www.allahabadbank.in (ii) http://www.tenders.gov.in

UEFA are already looking into re-
ports that Turkey footballers per-
formed a military salutein celebration
of Cenk Tosun's last-gasp winning goal

themselves and resolve their queries on the subject.

NPS

especially annuity cases, are invited to participate in this ALP to educate

over Albania in Istanbul on Friday. (iii) https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net, https://ibapi.in :.uuln.n ght
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TATA MOTORS

Connecting Aspirations

Cash offer’

xFESTWAL /
- \ Z

cnns /'

BEST OFFERS OF 2019.
BENEFITS UPTOX 165 000*

T50 000

T"ta go
$25000

Nexon
25000

Tiago NRG |
225 000

Tigor
T30 000

Harrier

Exchange’

<50 000

25000 | T15000

<15 000

<25 000

<50 000

Corporate’

<15 000

37500

<5000

5000

$12000

¥15 000

Offer on select stock™

750 000

<50 000

125 000

125000

<50 000

SPECIAL
FINANCE OFFER

EMISTARTS @

<1499/LAKH

“ §% TATA

Maximum Benefit upto* 165000 87500 | ¥70000 | ¥70000 | 117000 765 000

To know maore, visit http:fdrivethefuture tatamotors.com | Toll free number: 18002098282 | f ftatamaotorsgroup o tatamotors | AU TATA Motors Cars are available for sale at CSD. For CSD enquiries contact: sandipan.sharma@tatamotors.com | Special offers for Government Emplouees, Corporates, Doctors & Teachers

CENTRALGELR SOUTH OELH

Arya Motors Concorde Motors  Concorde Motors Concorde Moters  Concorde Motors  Treo Auto Truenorth Autovikas Treo Auto Sparsh Autotech  Sparsh Autotech Autovikas  Concorde Motors Malwa Hemkund
Daryaganj Patpargan Akshardham Metro Lajpat Nagar Mathura Road Okhia Mayapuri Dwarka Safdarjung Enclave Palam Najafigarh Moti Magar Peera Garhi Prashant Vihar  Wazirpur
1303658776 7303658439 8448512436 7303658483 7303658949 1303658596 1303658527 7303658917 1303658571 6364921247 8448512647 7303658916 8448512448 1303656763 8956319658
GHAZIABAD FARIDABAD PALWAL m m GREATER NOIDA m NARNAUL SONIPAT W MEERUT B BINOR § HAPUR [ MODINAGAR l BULANDSHAHAR
Sab Motors  Sab Motors  Multitech Motors Multitech Motors Multitech Motors  Hartron Motors Arya Motors SagarMotors  SagarMotors  Premium Motocorp  Premium Motocorp  Swan Motors  Shree Vasu  Shree Vasu  Sab Motors  Sab Motors Mascot Motors
Patel Nagar-lll Mohan Nagar  (Near YMCA Chowk) (Near Sec. 28 Metro Station) 6364921246 Sohna Road  Opp Sec 14, Mehrauli Road sechor 5 Site4 T303658597 8956319660 8956319643  TI03658962 7303658062 Ti03658502 8448576027 8956317857
7303658901 7303658919 5955319559 TEEIEEEEHB 355631555? 7303658789 TEEEEEEEEH ?3&355&4‘]1
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