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HEARING OF APPEALS IN AYODHYA TITLE SUIT ENDS, SUPREME COURT RESERVES VERDICT

Over to Their Lordships

Verdict before CJI retires
on Nov 17; parties get three
days to file submissions

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

WRAPPING UP hearings spread
over 40 days on appeals against
the 2010 verdict of the Allahabad
High Court which ordered a
three-way division of the dis-
puted Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid site in Ayodhya, a
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court reserved its
ruling Wednesday.

The verdict is expected
before Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi, heading the
bench, retires on November 17.

The bench, also comprising
Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S A Nazeer, gave the parties
three days to file their written
submissions, if any.

The hearings concluded after
the day saw high drama with
the Uttar Pradesh Sunni Central
Wagqf Board, one of the three
parties to the title suit, asserting
that “the demolished (Babri
Masjid) building belonged to us”
and “the right to reconstruct it
also belong to us... nobody else
has the right”. Its counsel, senior
advocate Rajeev Dhavan, even
tore up a map, which a Hindu
party said was that of the Ram
Janmasthan, in open court.

Appearing for Ramlalla
Virajman — the idol of child Ram
is also a party to the title suit —
senior advocate C S
Vaidyanathan said “this place,
we have believed for centuries,

On India’s US
tariff cut table:
Bourbon
whiskey to
frozen chicken

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

BOURBON WHISKEY and frozen
chicken cuts from the US may
soon become cheaper in India.

These are among the itemsin
a basket of American food and
beverage products that the gov-
ernment is finalising to reduce
import duties as part of New
Delhi’s bid to resolve its trade
issues with Washington.

Sources told The Indian
Express that this basket also
includes walnuts, apples,
un-denatured ethanol and milk
albumin. The list has been circu-
lated to the departments con-
cerned and will be discussed ata
secretary-level inter-ministerial
meeting on October 21.

The meeting comes weeks
after US President Donald Trump
shared the stage with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
Howdy Modi event in Houston
on September 22.

“The issues to be discussed in
the meeting include reduction of
import tariff on Bourbon whiskey
from 150 per cent to 30 per cent
and on frozen chicken cuts from
100 per cent to 30 per cent.
Besides, reduction of import duty
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DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 16

ON WEDNESDAY, 17-year-old
Mumbai opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
became the youngest batsman
in the world to score a double
hundred in a 50-overs game
with an innings of 203 in 154
balls against Jharkhand in the
Vijay Hazare Trophy at
Bengaluru.

Six years ago, at the age of 11,
Jaiswal was staying with
groundsmen inside the Muslim

AYODHYA
HEARING

is Ram Janmasthan. We can’t call
any place in Delhi as Ram
Janmasthan. They (Muslims)
may have several other places of
worship. We have only this”.

The Supreme Court has to
rule on appeals against the
September 30,2010 verdict of the
Allahabad High Court which or-
dered a three-way division of the
disputed 2.77 acres between the
Nirmohi Akhara sect, the Uttar
Pradesh Sunni Central Waqf
Board and Ramlalla Virajman.

Dhavan said Muslims were
refused permission to pray at the
mosque by Hindus through
“intimidating means”, but that
does not take away the Waqf
instituted by Mughal emperor
Babur — according to the Waqf
Board, the Babri Masjid was con-
structed by Babur’'s commander
Mir Baqgiin 1528.

On Tuesday, senior advocate
KParasaran, appearing for those
in favour of a temple, had said
thatin 1886, the Faizabad district
court had stated that a mosque
had been constructed on the dis-
puted land considered holy by
Hindus in Ayodhya, and that it
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Senior Advocates K Parasaran (right) and Rajeev Dhavan,
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Let Govt acquire land,
allow prayers in ASI
mosques: Deal on table

SEEMA CHISHTI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

ON THE day the Supreme Court
concluded the Ayodhya hear-
ings, the court-appointed medi-
ation team presented a proposal
to the Constitution Bench, detail-
ing contours of a “settlement”
agreed upon by “some parties”
to the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid dispute.

The Indian Express has learnt
that the Vishwa Hindu Parishad-
controlled Ram Janmabhoomi
Nyas, the deity Ramlalla and six
other Muslim parties which have
filed appeals are not party to the
proposed “settlement”, making
ita partial, if not a weak deal.

The parties which are part of
this proposed “settlement” are
the Hindu Mahasabha, Akhil
Bhartiya Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Punaruddhar Samiti, and Shri
Mahant Rajendradas of the
Nirmohi Ani Akhara.

The proposed “settlement”
essentially centres around one of
the Muslim parties, the
Lucknow-based UP Sunni
Central Wagf Board, which has
agreed to a “no-objection” if the
land on which the Babri Masjid
once stood — at the centre of the
row — is acquired by the central
government.

In return for the NOC by the
Sunni Central Wagf Board chair-
man, the proposed “settlement”
offers an institution for social
harmony, ASI mosques being

New draft rules downgrade CIC
and ICs, cut their tenure & perks

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

THE CHIEF Information
Commissioner (CIC) and
Information Commissioners
(ICs) may no longer enjoy five-
year tenures and pay and perks
similar to that of the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
and Election Commissioners
(ECs)as allowed under the Right
to Information Act, 2005.

According to a fresh DoPT
proposal, the terms of conditions
of CIC, including her/ his pay and
perks, should be the same as that
of the Cabinet Secretary, which
is significantly lower than that of
the CEC. And those of the ICs will
be similar to that of the Secretary
to the Government of India.

This may also mean that they
will likely be downgraded in the
‘Table of Precedence’ several
notches down from 9A where
the CEC, Comptroller and

Loans given on crony calls during
Singh-Rajan term: Nirmala hits back

‘Democratised leadership left a nasty stink of corruption’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

DAYS AFTER former RBI
Governor Raghuram Rajan criti-
cised the Government’s man-
agement of the economy, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman hit back, saying the
“worst phase” for India’s public
sector banks was when Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
Rajan were at the helm of affairs.

Speaking at the Columbia
University’s  School  of
International and Public Affairs
— Rajan had spoken at Brown

United Club’s tent in Mumbai’s
iconic Azad Maidan after he was
thrown out of a dairy shop
where he slept earlier. He was
also selling pani puri. And chas-
ing his cricket dream.

Today, as the famous maid-
ans buzzed with speculation
about the emergence of
Mumbai’s next big batsmen, a
strong endorsement came from
Wasim Jaffer, the former India
opener who has put in over 20
years in domestic cricket.

“Ek zidd dekhi hai usmein, yeh
zidd bahot kum logon mein

In New York, Tuesday. P11

University — Sitharaman said
that although she was “grateful”
to Rajan for having carried out

dekhne milti hai aqj kal. Yeh zidd
unhi logon mein hoti hai jinka
magsad sirf ek hota hai (I have
seen a stubbornness in him, the
sort thatis rare to see these days.
Such stubbornness is only seen
in those who have a single aim
inmind),” Jaffer said.

Before Jaffer elaborates, one
has to gobackto 2013, when the
11-year-old took pains to ensure
that stories of his struggle never
reached home in UP’s Bhadohi.
He knew it would have ended
his dream. For his parents, their
son was staying with relatives

the asset quality review of banks,
it was important to look at how
banks ended up inheriting bad
loans.

“With due respect, I am not
making fun of anybody, but I cer-
tainly want to put this forward for
a comment...I have no reason to
doubt that Dr Raghuram Rajan
feels for every word that heis say-
ing and I am here today giving
him his due respect butalso plac-
ing the fact before you thatIndian
public sector banks did not have
the worst phase than when the
combination (of) Dr Manmohan
Singh and Dr Raghuram Rajan as
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Auditor General and Chairman,
UPSC are placed, to position 23
occupied by the Secretary to the
Government of India.

The ‘Table of Precedence’isa
protocol list prepared by the
Ministry of Home Affairs and is
based on the hierarchy and rank
of government functionaries.

The government had
amended the RTI Act in July this
year allowing it to fix the tenure
of CIC and ICs of the Centre and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

WHAT AILS MAKE
ININDIA

BY CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT
& VIHANG JUMLE

PAGE 14

In Bengaluru, Wednesday. At 17, Yashasvi Jaiswal becomes
the youngest to score a double hundred in a 50-over match

THE 3 CONDITIONS

M Strengthen Places of
Worship Act, no claim
to any other mosque

M Sunni Waqf Board
must be allowed to
build mosque
elsewhere

M Allow namazin
select mosques at
ASI monuments

M Centre will have to
repair, refurbish
mosques in Ayodhya

M Social harmony
institution proposed to
be based in Ayodhya

re-opened for namaz, repair of
other Ayodhya mosques by the
Centre and an alternate mosque
of the Sunni Waqf Board.

It took about a month and
“two or three meetings, both in
Delhi and Chennai” to reach the
proposed “settlement”, sources
told The Indian Express.

The five-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi, is to meet in
the chambers on Thursday
morning. It has been learnt that
this document, given to the
court, will be an important point
of discussion, and a decision will
be taken on whether to make the
proposed “settlement” public.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Govt’s signal
onRTI

The Government’s argu-
ment has been that
these jobs have become
sinecures for the
favoured few but, clearly,
these rules send a signal
that the Information
Commission isn’t quite
high onits priority.

At the cremation of Sethi Sagar killed in Pulwama. Adil Akhzer

In J&K, militants kill
apple loader from
Punjab, kiln worker
from Chhattisgarh

3 militants killed in Anantnag firefight

ADILAKHZER

& RAKHIJAGGA
PULWAMA, LUDHIANA,
OCTOBER 16

TWO DAYS after a truck driver
from Rajasthan was killed in the
Valley, a migrant labourer from
Chhattisgarh was gunned down
in Pulwama and a fruit loader
from Punjab shot dead and his
employer critically injured in
Shopian, in multiple militant
attacks Wednesday.

While Sethi Kumar Sagar, a
resident of Bansula village in
Janjgir-Champa district of
Chhattisgarh, worked at a brick
Kilnin Oukoo village in Pulwama,
the fruit trader and his associate,
both from Punjab, were identi-
fied as Charanjeet Popli and
Sanjay Charaya. In a separate

Sethi’s wife Seema with
their child. Adil Akhzer

encounter in Anantnag, police
said three militants were killed
after a firefight at the Pazalpora
area with security forces.
Police said Sagar was shot
dead at Nihama village in the
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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Place before us all your

orders imposing curbs
in J&K, SC tells Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

THE SUPREME Court
Wednesday asked the Centre to
produce before it orders under
which restrictions had been
imposed in Jammu and Kashmir
in the wake of amendments to
Article 370 of the Constitution
and revocation of the special
status granted to the state.
Athree-judge bench headed
by Justice N V Ramana told
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
that the orders should be
furnished to the court, and fixed
the matter for further hearing in
the last week of November.
“Why have you not placed the

proceedings?” Justice Ramana
asked Mehta when Advocate
Vrinda Grover appearing for
Executive Editor of Kashmir Times
newspaper Anuradha Bhasin
said that the government had not
produced the orders, the exami-
nation of which was needed to

decide whether the
restrictions were proportionate
and Constitutional.

The bench also comprised
Justices R Subhash Reddy and
BR Gavai.

Mehta said the petitioners
had expanded their prayer.
While the original prayer was
that they could not publish their
newspaper due to restrictions
and sought lifting of the same,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Mumbai BJP chief refers to riots,
blasts to describe Congress voters

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 16

TARGETING CONGRESS candidate
and sitting MLA Amin Patel, and
“those who vote for him”, BJP’s
Mumbai unit president Mangal
Prabhat Lodha delivered a com-
munally charged speech in
Mumbadevi Wednesday, as here-
ferred to previous instances of ri-
otsand terror attacks to claim that
the bombs and bullets were man-
ufactured “in lanes within 5 km”.

Lodha was one of the speak-
ers at a campaign meeting for
Shiv Sena candidate Pandurang
Sakpal in the Kumbharwada
area of the constituency, which

and trying to earn a living in the
city of dreams. Occasionally, the
father would send money but
that was never enough. Jaiswal
would sell pani-puri during Ram
Leela at Azad Maidan to earn
extra cash. But there were days
when he would go to sleeponan
empty stomach.

“If cricket is your only option,
you will be ready to make any
sacrifice,” said Jaffer, who has
been following the youngster’s
career for the last year. Jaiswal
played with Jaffer in Vizzy
Trophy for Indian Oil team

Mangal
Prabhat
Lodha

DECISION

2019

MAHARASHTRA

has a sizeable Muslim popula-
tion. The meeting was also at-
tended by Shiv Sena’s Aditya
Thackeray who arrived after
Lodha’s speech. “Aap yeh bhi

where he was awarded Man of
the Series. And the teenager’s
coach Jwala Singh, who ensured
that the youngster finally found
aroof, has been Jaffer’s long-time
friend.

For ages now, passing batting
wisdom to the next generation
has been a Mumbai cricket tra-
dition and it is the reason why
city’s assembly line of well-pick-
led willowmen has never dried.

Jaiswal acknowledged the
lessons he learnt. “I used to get
restless earlier. Wasim bhai
came and told me that I should

New Delhi

yaad rakhiye ki 1992 ke dangon ke
baad... is Mumbai ke andar kitne
bomb blast hue, kitni goliyaan
chali, kitne bomb ke dhamake hue,
yeh saara udyogsthan kahan par
hai? Yeh saara udyogsthan yahan
ke aapke 5 km ki galiyon ke andar
hai. Aur unke voton ke... unka
saath lekar, jo vyakti chunke
aayega, woh aapke aanewale
samay mein kya dhyan rakhega?”
Lodha said.

“(Remember after the 1992
riots...how many blasts took
place in Mumbai, how many
bullets were fired, where were
their manufacturing centres?
They were manufactured in
lanes within 5 km from here. A

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

From maidan tent to world record, Mumbai gets new batting star

try and hit straight. I hita six, the
field was open after that and we
managed to rotate the strike. I
learnt to find solutions in a
cricket situation from him. I also
learnt patience from him,”
Jaiswal told The Indian Express.
On Wednesday, Jaiswal took

his time to settle down, but then
didn’t look back, smashing 12
sixes and 17 fours. At 186, his
team-mate sent him a message
to hold on as he was reaching a
milestone. Jaiswal slowed down
a bit but Mumbai skipper
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Militants kill 2

Kakapora area while he was walk-
ing with his nephew, who was let
go unharmed. The fruit traders
were attacked at Trenz village in
Shopian.

Sagar was taken to a local
health facility, where doctors de-
clared him dead.

According to his family, he was
unwell the previous nightand be-
fore leaving home, told his wife
and mother that he would see a
doctor. “He couldn’t sleep the
whole night because he was un-
well. As soon as he left from here,
security personnel informed us
thathe hasbeenkilled.[amyet to
believe that he is no more,” his
mother Mehtireen told The Indian
Express.

Sagar’s wife Seema is also
looking for answers. “ have noth-
ing to say.No one here knows why
he was killed,” she said, holding
her six-month-old daughter. His
death has sparked fear among
other labourers working at the
kiln.

“We don’t want to stay here
anymore. We have told the con-
tractor to bring buses and take us
home.everyone is scared,” said
Firteen Bai, a woman labourer.
This year, many were to leave next
week after working all these
months. “We are now going home
inaday or two,” said Hulchal, an-
other labourer at the kiln.

Labourers like Sagar arrive in

the Valley around June-July with
their families and after working
for several months leave by
October end. “We are providing
them with all assistance,” said
Abdul Gani, the owner of the brick
kiln where Sethi worked. He said
it was the first time that such an
incident occurred.

Police sources said that on
questioning Sagar’s nephew, who
was unharmed in the attack, they
have determined that “one un-
known gunman” had opened fire.
“He was hit by one bullet,” said a
senior officer.

Hours after Sagar was killed,
militants targeted the fruit traders.
Kashmir zone Police said on
Twitter, “Terrorists fired on civil-
ians in Shopian #killing 01 civil-
ianand injuring another. Area has
been cordoned and search oper-
ation in progress.”

Shopian Deputy
Commissioner Yasin Choudhary
said: “Charanjeet was an old ap-
ple trader and was in Kashmir on
work. He and his business associ-
ate were attacked in Trenz village,
where they were staying with a
local fruit grower.”

In Punjab, the attack has
spread panic in Abohar town,
from where 20 traders are cur-
rently in Srinagar for the apple
harvest.

Popli, who is survived by a
wife and 8-year-old son, was in
Shopian to assist trader Sanjay
Charaya in bringing back apple
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EXPLAINED: WHY ICC AND BCCI MAY BE ON A COLLISION COURSE

The BCCl contributes to over 70 per cent of the ICC’s revenue. And yet, its projected revenue share has been
reduced from $440 million to $293 million for the ongoing eight-year cycle.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

stock. Ramesh Kumar, his elder
brother who is a tailor, said,
“Charanjeet went to Kashmir
every year for about 40 days dur-
ing the apple season with traders
asahelper. He used to get the ma-
terial picked fromapple orchards
and packed to be finally sent to
Abohar. After the apple season, he
worked at farms in Abohar again
picking, packaging and loading.
He was just hand to mouth.”

Another brother, Rakesh said,
“We told Charanjeet a number of
times not to go but he did not lis-
ten. We are yet to inform our par-
ents. They cannot bear the shock.”

Charaya’s uncle Surinder said,
“Normally, we go in September
but this time, because of restric-
tions we could not go and so my
nephew and others went last
week. Today, they were to finish
workand start for Abohar tomor-
row.”

New draft rules

states,and also tolay down terms
and conditions of service.

Sources said the draft rules
prepared by the DoPT have now
proposed that the CICand the ICs
will have a fixed tenure of three
years only compared with five
years now. The rules, once final-
ized by the DoPT, will need the ap-
proval of the Prime Minister, who
is the minister in-charge of the de-
partment.

Sources said the CIC and ICs
will be given the rank of Secretary
to the Government of India, with
the CIC being the “first among
equals”.

While as per the original RTI
Act, their pay and perks were that
of CECand ECs, respectively, they
did not find a placein the ‘Table of
Precedence’ atall. The office of the
CIC had been pushing for a posi-
tionin this table at the level of CEC,

At present, apart from salary,
CICs and ICs avail of Rs 34,000
sumptuary allowances, rent-free
full furnished accommodationon
government cost, three LTCs per
year and unlimited medical al-
lowances for self, spouse and de-
pendent children; post retire-
ment, they are entitled for
additional pension, telephone
with 1,500 free per month calls at
their residence and orderly al-
lowances.

Ifthe CICisdowngraded tothe
Cabinet Secretary rank, the sump-
tuary allowance will see a fall to
Rs 10,000 per month. Further, the
CICwould notbe eligible for many
other allowances available to CEC/
ECs.

Sources said for the state CIC,
the draft rules propose pay and
perks of the Secretary to the
Government of India (or Chief
Secretary of the State), and ICs of
the state may get the pay and
perks of Additional Secretaries to
the government of India.

In July 2019, Parliament
passed the Bill to amend Section
13 and Section 16 of the RTIAct to
review the terms of the CIC/ICs of
the Centre and states. The RTI
Amendment Act said that theap-
pointment will be “for such term
as may be prescribed by the
Central Government.” And that
salaries, allowances and other
terms of service of the CIC/IC
“shall be such as may be pre-
scribed by the Central
Government.”

Mumbai BJP chief

person who is elected with votes
from those lanes, how will he take
care of you in the times to
come?)’

Lodhadid not name any local-
ity but the Dongri and Nagpada
areas in the vicinity have a large
Muslim population.

Lodhasaid thatsince thereisa
BJP-Shiv Sena government at the
Centre, state and municipal cor-
poration, the voters should con-
sider voting for the alliance to
keep Mumbai safe.

“If you vote for Amin Patel, it
will be burden on you and us,
which we will not be able to for-
give ourselves for... beech ke andar
yeh jo jhanda lehrayega...toh hu-
mare liye kaise sweekarya hoga

RECURRENT
MISCARRIAGES
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Dr Pratibha Singhal
explains
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SC gives parties 3 days
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moulding of relief
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The Ayodhya dispute
explained: Part 2

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

As part of this ongoing series on 3 Things,
reporters detail what arguments were
presented in court, how the verdict can set
a precedent, as well as the mood on ground

in Ayodhya town

Hearing ends: Over to Their Lordships

was up to the Muslims to prove
that the finding was wrong.

Responding to this, Dhavan
said the Muslim parties did not
have to file an appeal as the
finding was in their favour. He
said what was stated in the or-
der of the district judge were
only “observations” and that all
ambiguities were cleared by
the Oudh Commissioner who
sat in appeal and held that the
Hindus had no title but only
prescriptive rights to pray.

On conquests by Islamic
rulers, Dhavan said India was
not political entity and there
were even conquests inside
India, and many of these were
by Hindus. “Were they any
different because they were
Hindus,” he asked. Recalling
that the Sultanate began in

India only in 1206 AD, Dhavan
said “they” would say all the
Muslims in the country were
converted by force. “The fact
is Islam is an extremely at-
tractive faith for people living
in a caste-ridden society,” he
said.

Inanapparentreference to
Parasaran’s remark that
Babur’s invasion of India and
the subsequent demolition of
the Ram temple was a historic
wrong, Dhavan said if the ar-
gument was that India can
only be perceived as Hindu, it
was a “communal argument”
and “if it was against other
races coming to India, then it
was aracist argument”.

Appearing for the All India
Hindu Mahasabha, senior ad-
vocate Vikas Singh said that

the Sunni Waqf Board was re-
lying on an order of 1861 by a
board to show that the Babri
Masjid had received grants
from the British government.
But the fact was that the board,
he said, had already been dis-
solved in 1858 when the
Government of India Act came
into effect.

Singh said aniron fence put
up after the communal riots of
1855 to separate the Babri
Masjid from the outer court-
yard was “only for limiting the
position to which one could
g0”. He sought to compare it
with the situation in a temple
like Tirupati where a worship-
per cannot touch the idol and
has to pray from a distance.

Senior advocate Sushil
Kumar Jain, appearing for the

Nirmohi Akhara, referred to al-
leged discrepancies in the map
submitted by the Sunni Waqf
Board and said it was not even
aware of the ground situation
in Ayodhya at the time of filing
the suitin 1961.

Appearing for Ramlalla
Virajman, Vaidyanathan said
there was no evidence to show
that Muslims offered prayers
at the disputed site after 1934
while Hindus continued to
worship at the place. He said
Muslims have not been able to
prove that they had exclusive
possession of the disputed area
until 1949. All evidence, he
said, show that Hindus never
gave up their claim. Unless
Muslims had exclusive posses-
sion, the property cannot be
dedicated as Waqf, he said.

‘Let Govt acquire land, allow prayers in ASI mosques’

Advocates for the Sunni
Waqf Board, however, said that
“there has been no intimation,
direction, email or any kind of
message and no appeal or NOC
has been filed by us”. Although
word spread Wednesday morn-
ing that the Sunni Waqf Board
had withdrawn from the title
suit, it became clear during the
day that no such statement had
been made by the Waqf Board.

On September 30,2010, the
Allahabad High Court had ruled
that the disputed land be parti-
tioned equally between the
Nirmohi Akhara, the Sunni
Wagqf Board and the deity
Ramlalla Virajman. Fourteen ap-
peals were heard by the
Constitution Bench over40days
in marathon sessions since
August 6.

The mediation process, led
by three court-appointed medi-
ators, began in March but was
deemed to have “failed” when
(JI Gogoi said as much in court
onseeing their final report. Day-
to-day hearings in the matter
started thereafter. The process
gotanotherlease of life once the
CJI, on September 18, allowed
mediation to resume, alongside
the hearings in court. At that
time, Sunni Waqgf Board chair-
man Zufar Farooqui and
Dharam Das of the Nirvani
Akhara had written saying they
wanted the process to be con-
tinued.

While the proposed “settle-
ment” rests on five conditions to
be honoured by claimants of the
temple as a quid pro quo to the
Sunni Waqf Board’s NOC, it is

(The flag that will fly in the mid-
dle... how can we accept it)?,” he
said.

Lodha also alleged that Patel
would look after the interests of
“one particular community”.
“When an old building falls, the
residents are not rehabilitated in
transit camps in Ghodapdev (in
the constituency) but have to go
to Mankhurd, Dharavi. Why are
they not keptin the transit camps
here? (Because) It is allotted to
one particular community... aur
mere yahaan rehnewale Hindu
Marathi bhaiyon ko door-door
jaana padta hai (and my Hindu
Marathi brothers who live here
have to go far),” he said.

Lodha also said: “Ab toh na-
gaada baj hi chuka hai, sarhad pe
shaitan ka, toh nakshe parsenaam
mita do papi Pakistan ka (The bell
has started tolling for the demon
atthe border, wipe out the sinner
Pakistan from the map).”

Speaking to The Indian Express,
the BJP-Sena alliance candidate
Pandurang Sakpal said that
Lodha’s remarks may have been
based on “his personal views and
experiences”. “I personally do not
discriminate between any com-
munity. | work for all voters and

not clear who will “assure” im-
plementation of these condi-
tions. This becomes critical as
the VHP-controlled
Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas and
Ramlalla Virajman are not a
party to the proposed “settle-
ment”.

On the mosque side as well,
Zufar Farooqui, who has agreed
to offer the NOG, is only one of
many appellants. He could not
be reached for comments.

M R Shamshad, advocate-
on-record for Igbal Ansari, son
of late Hashim Ansari (the orig-
inal litigant in the matter), said:
“Ihave received many calls from
the press seeking confirmation
about the stand of ‘UP Sunni
Wagf Board’, about rumour of
their withdrawal of the title suit
in the case of Babri Masjid... at
this stage, when today is the last
day of hearing in the case... it is
an unverified report as the
Board has not made any such
statement. But the action of the
Chairman UP Sunni Central
Wagqf Board in the last two
months has undergone a sea
change.”

He said “this case is con-
tested by six other Muslim par-
tiesin which Sunni Board is one
party and it has no more locus
than any other individual
Muslim party. Every Muslim
partyis contesting the suitin the
representative capacity of
Muslims at large. Thisis arepre-
sentative suitin terms of CPC. To
withdraw such cases by whims
and fancies of one individual
party, may be the Board, is not
possible at this stage without

will continue to do so,” he said.

Congress candidate Amin
Patel said that he believed “in the
idea of secularism” and didn’t
want to react to the nature of
Lodha’s speech.

US tariff cut

on walnuts from 100 per cent to
10 per centand onapples from 50
to 10 per cent will also be dis-
cussed,” said sources.

Over the last few years, there
has been a rise in import of
Bourbon whiskey in India, with
the US being the main exporter.
However, during the current fi-
nancial year, the UK has taken the
top position.

According to the data com-
piled by the Department of
Commerce, India imported 2.28
lakh litres of Bourbon whiskey in
2018-19 — 1.95 lakh litres from
the US and only 250 litres from
the UK. However, data for April to
August during the current finan-
cial year show that 3.801lakhlitres
were imported — 1.29 lakh litres
from the US and 1.48 lakh litres
from the UK.

“The officials will also discuss
the reduction of tariff on un-de-
natured ethanol from 150 per

sending publication notice at
large to the community mem-
bers. Even otherwise, the other
six parties are there to contest
and present the case of Muslim
community in their representa-
tive capacity, as permitted by the
court. Hence, the stand of the
Board will have no conse-
quence. I must also clarify that
masjid, graveyards and other
Wagfremain Waqfirrespective
of the existence of the Waqf
Board.”

Maulana Arshad Madani,
chief of the Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind, too said that the status of
the Babri Masjid cannot be
changed at any cost and no in-
stitution or individual has any
authority to surrender or gift the
mosque. Ina statement, Madani
said: “In the light of Sharia laws,
Muslims have noright to change
the status of the mosque asit al-
ways remains the place of wor-
ship till the day of judgment.
Therefore, Muslims cannot sur-
render their claim on the
mosque or transport it to an-
other place.”

While the Sunni Waqf Board
chairman has agreed to furnish
aNOC for acquisition of land by
the central government, the five
conditions to be met for that
NOC are also listed in the pro-
posed “settlement”:

M The Places of Worship Act,
1991 tobe strengthened and no
other mosque to be claimed af-
ter this. The central government
to satisfy the Supreme Court
thatitwill “strengthen” the Act.

M Alist of mosques from the
Muslim side (Sunni Wagqf

cent to a suitable level as well as
its import for fuel blending, re-
moval of import licence require-
ment for biofuels, and reduction
of import duty on milk albumin
from 20 per cent to 10 per cent.
The issue of trade margin ratio-
nalisation of medical devices will
alsobe deliberated,” said sources.
Among those who have been
asked to attend the meeting are
officials from departments such
as agriculture and farmers’ wel-
fare, animal husbandry and dairy,
pharmaceuticals, food and public
distribution; ministries of health
and family welfare, food process-
ing industry, petroleum and nat-
ural gas; and the national phar-
maceutical pricing authority.

Nirmala

Prime Minister and the Governor
of Reserve Bank (of India) had. At
that time, none of us knew about
it. There was an asset quality re-
view which Dr Raghuram Rajan
did, which I am very happy, very
grateful thathedid,and lamsorry,
can all of us put together also
think as to what ails our banks to-
day? Where hasitbeeninherited
from?,” Sitharaman said in re-
sponse to a question.

Board) under the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) is to be
given toa court-appointed com-
mittee which, after approval
from the Controller, ASI, would
allow for resumption of namaz.
Several mosques in ASI-con-
trolled monuments do notallow
namaz as they are decreed pro-
tected monuments, and this has
been a source of friction in the
Muslim community. The num-
ber of mosques is not specified
in the “settlement”.

W Mosques in a state of dis-
repair in Ayodhya are to be re-
paired and refurbished by the
central government.

B The Sunni Waqf Board
would be free to build amosque
anywhere else in place of the de-
molished Babri Masjid, as the
land of the demolished mosque
would be acquired by the
Centre.

M The institution for “social
harmony”, the contours of
whichare notyet known, is pro-
posed to be based in Ayodhya.
Dharam Das, one of the appel-
lants from the Nirvani Akhara,
has offered one lakh square feet
ofland they have in the town for
the purpose. Puducherry’s
Aurobindo Ashram also has
land adjacent to the 67 acres ac-
quired by the Centre in 1993 fol-
lowing the demolition of the
mosque, and uses it for activi-
ties like meditation. It has for-
mally offered the space to the
nation if it helps settle the title
suit. Letters from Dharam Das
and Aurobindo Ashram are an-
nexed to this proposed “settle-
ment”.

“While economists can takea
view of what prevails today or
prevailed years ago, butIwill also
want answers for the time when
Rajan was in the Governor’s post
speaking about the Indian banks
forwhich today to give alifeline is
the primary duty of the Finance
Minister of India. And the lifeline-
kind of an emergency has not
come overnight,” she said.

On the question regarding
Rajan’s recent comments about
the present government being ex-
tremely centralised, Sitharaman
said, “I'd like to say that very de-
mocratised leadership led to a
whole lot of corruption. Very de-
mocratised leadership. The Prime
Minister, after all, is the first
amongequals inany cabinet..you
need to have a country as diverse
as India with an effective leader-
ship. A rather too democratic
leadership, which probably will
have the approval of quite a lot of
liberals, I'm afraid, left behind
such a nasty stink of corruption,
which we are cleaning up even to-
day.”

Sitharaman is in the US to at-
tend the ongoing annual meet-
ings of World Bank-International
Monetary Fund. On Tuesday, she

New Delhi

gave a lecture on ‘Indian
Economy: Challenges and
Prospects’ organised by the
Deepak and Neera Raj Centre on
Indian Economic Policies of the
Columbia University. The event
was also attended by Arvind
Panagariya, former NITI Aayog
Vice Chairman and Columbia
University professor and Jagdish
Bhagwati, Professor of Economics,
Law, and International Relations
at Columbia University and the
Director of the Raj Center.

Rajan, as then RBI Governor,
had initiated an asset quality re-
view of stressed accounts across
India’s banking sectorin 2015-16,
when several accounts were in-
spected to see whether the banks
had recognised them properly
and made suitable provisions.
Banks subsequently had to ear-
mark many accounts as non-per-
forming, a move that resulted in
a sharp increase in NPAs and a
cascadingimpact on the bottom-
line of banks.

Sitharaman said that loans
were given based on phone calls
during the period that Singh
headed the UPA government and
Rajanwas at the RBI. “Ido respect
Raghuram Rajan as agreat scholar
who chose to be in the central
bank in India at a time when the
Indian economy was all buoy-
ant...it was in his time that loans
were given just based on phone
calls from crony leaders and pub-
lic sector banks in India till today
are depending on government’s
equity infusion to get out of that
mire. Dr Manmohan Singh was
the Prime Minister and I am sure
Dr Raghuram Rajan will agree
that Dr Manmohan Singh could
have had a consistent, articulated
vision for India,” she said in re-
sponse to a question referring to
Rajan’s recent comments on the
current leadership in India “lack-
inga consistent and articulated vi-
sion” on achieving economic
growth.

On trade negotiations with US,
Sitharaman said: “I think trade
talks would conclude sooner. The
talksare going on very well..both
sides are engaged with all com-
mitment,” Sitharaman said.

Asked about Nobel Laureate
Abhijit Banerjee’scomments that
the Indian economy “isdoing very
badly” and that when the econ-
omy isinatailspin,one should not
worry about monetary stability
but about demand, she said the
government is focused on boost-
ing consumption and steps have
been taken to push liquidity.

Curbs in J&K

they had subsequently expanded
this to demand the order copies,
he said. The SG said he will file an
affidavit and the court can then
takea call.

He said that only the courtand
no third party had the right to sit
inappeal over the administrative
decisions which were taken keep-
ing in mind national security
needs. “But we can,” said Justice
Gavai. “Yes, I told so,” replied
Mehta.

Senior advocate Dushyant
Dave said, “We don't intend to sit
inappeal but we can tell the court
whether they were adequate.”

At this, Justice Ramana said,
“We want to know why they have
not given orders.”

New batting star

Shreyas Iyer advised him to go
with the flow.

“Itwasaday when everything
was going right for me. After the
hundred.I played some shotsand
quickly managed to score 150. It
helped me that my batting part-
ner (Iyer) said that I should con-
tinue my natural game and not
think about the double hundred.
.. it was a great feeling to be first
cricketer to achieve this,” he said.
By evening, Jaffer got that call. “I
had messaged him: ‘well done’.
don’t remember any cricketer
who has played under 16, under
19, under 23 and played Ranji
Trophy in one season.”

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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SENIOR COMPANY OFFICIALS ISSUED NOTICES

‘Geyser on, no water likely led
to teen’s deathin 0YO hotel

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

NO WATER supply to the hotel
andashortcircuitinthe geyserled
to a fatal combination that killed
a 15-year-old national-level
shooter at an OYO hotel in South
East Delhi’s Pul Prahladpur
Sunday afternoon, preliminaryin-
vestigation has revealed.

An officer probing Priyanshu
Kumar’s death told The Indian
Express that an electrician was
called to shed light on what had
led to the boy’s death. The boy’s
roommate Yash Gupta had earlier
told The Indian Express that they
had first shifted from one roomto
another, and then complained
about the water supply in their
new room. Once hotel staff told
them it was resolved, Kumar went
to take a bath. Within minutes, his
roommate heard a scream and a
loud thud. When hotel staff
gained access to the bathroom, he
was on the floor.

Police said they have sealed
the hotel and are questioning the
staff who attended the victim’s

Priyanshu Kumar was in town for a shooting competition

complaint before the incident.
“Prima facie, it appears there
was no water supply at the hotel.
So when the geyser was kept on
without any water inside, it got
short. Once water supply re-
sumed and the boy went to take
a bath, there was a surge of elec-
tricity and he was electrocuted
moments after the water started
flowing. We have found that there
was a problem of electric current
in the bathroom’s other fittings
too,” a senior police officer said.
The boy was staying in Collection
0,amid-tier brand by OYO rooms.
DCP (South East) Chinmoy

Biswal said, “Prime facie, it ap-
pears he died due to an electric
shock fromappliances in the bath-
room. We have started our inves-
tigation after registeringan FIR un-
der IPC section 304A (death due
to negligence) on the complaint
of the coach and called the foren-
sic experts, who visited the spot.”

Police said nine people were
staying in the hotel at the time of
the teen’s death. Among those
who have been questioned arethe
guest relations executive as well
as the manager. No arrest has
been made so far. “Senior com-
pany officials have been issued

notices to provide relevant
records,” Biswal said.

An OYO spokesperson said
that to ensure a thorough and
unbiased investigation into the
matter, personnel working in
and associated with the property
will be placed under suspension
on following due process. “We
are going to initiate electrical au-
dits. The aim is to identify the
root cause of the incident and
also ensure that we take all pos-
sible steps to ensure safety of our
guests and employees across all
properties under OYO,” said an
OYO Hotels & Homes spokesper-
son.

“Safetyis our top priority. The
property is closed and sealed till
further notice. We are commit-
ting to install SOS Safety Switch
Buttons in all rooms to be able to
provide immediate 24x7 support
and emergency assistance. We
are also immediately instituting
a risk reduction programme led
by our chief of safety and our
emergency response director. We
are alsoinstituting a new position
of regional safety and security di-
rectors in each of our regions in
India,” the spokesperson added.

Surgeon arrested after rape complaint by woman

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 16

A SURGEON from Safdarjung
Hospital was arrested four days
ago for allegedly raping a sales
representative of a pharmaceu-
tical company.

“The woman alleged she was
raped by the surgeon in April this
year at a house in South West
Delhi, which the doctor had al-
legedly taken onrent,” said a po-

lice officer.

The woman claimed she met
the doctor, who is in his 30s, in
2018 in a professional capacity
as the sales representative of a
pharma company.

The woman alleged the doc-
tor drugged her and sexually as-
saulted her, and that he also took
inappropriate photos of her, po-
lice said.

A police officer said, “We
haven’t found the photos in
question so far and will add ap-

propriate IT Act sections if and
when we do so.”

Police said that as per the
woman’s allegations, the two
had stayed in touch after they
first met. “The woman said the
accused offered to help her pre-
pare for an upcoming examina-
tion, and the two would meet for
that purpose at a house rented
by him. At one such meeting, the
woman claimed, he drugged and
raped her...She claimed he
would often ask her to visit him

at the flat. The accused has been
remanded in judicial custody,”
said the officer.

The woman told police that
she confided in her brother
about the incident, who con-
fronted the doctor as well.

A case of rape and causing
hurt by means of poison has
beenregistered against the doc-
tor at Safdarjung Enclave police
station. The hospital’s medical
superintendent said he wasn’t
aware of the case.
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BODY NOT NOTIFIED FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2018-19: JNU CIRCULAR

Vacate students’ union room or we will lock it,

JNU tells office-hearers as protests break out

Behind the deadlock:
Matter of notification

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

STUDENTS OF the Jawaharlal
Nehru University protested
Wednesday after the adminis-
tration, citing legal reasons,
asked them to vacate the stu-
dents’ union room by 5 pm
Wednesday in order to lock it up.
The JNUSU, however, staged a
sit-in protest at the office from3:30
pm, preventing the administration
from locking it. Students also
screened Anand Patwardhan’s
‘Raam ke Naam’ in the office as a
mark of protest at night.
Inacircular dated October 15,
Dean of Students Umesh Kadam
said the “JNUSU for the academic
year 2018-19 has not been noti-
fied by the university due to non-
compliance of Lyngdoh
Committee Report (LCR)... by the
candidates of J]NUSU elections
2018-19” and added that “the
JNUSU for the academic year
2019-20is yet to be notified”.

“To prevent the misuse of
university property, itis decided
by the competent authority of
the university that the said room
shall be locked immediately and
the same may be handed over to
the JNUSU after notification of
the same... Therefore, it is di-
rected to all concerned to vacate
the room on or before 5.00 pm
on 16/10/2019, failing which the
concerned authority of the uni-
versity will double lock the said
room. The university will not be
responsible for any damage/loss
of items housed in the said
room,” Kadam added.

JNUSU condemned the no-
tice and said it would fight the
“authoritarian measures”. “We
would like to remind the JNU ad-
ministration that the JNUSU of-
fice is not the personal property
of the Dean of Students to allot, it
is a symbol of the JNU student
community’s right to represen-
tation and unionise, that is en-
trusted to the JNUSU,” they said
in a statement.

Constable awarded last
year accused of looting
jewellery from a bank

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

A CONSTABLE posted in the
North West district, who was in
2018 given an award for being
the ‘best beat constable’, has
been arrested by Haryana police
for allegedly looting jewellery
from abankin August. According
to police, jewellery worth Rs 5
crore was allegedly robbed by
armed assailants at a bank in
Panipat.

“CCTV footage from the bank
allegedly showed the Delhi
Police constable carrying out the
loot along with the other ac-
cused,” an officer said.

According to police, the ac-
cused hails from Panipat. After
the footage of the loot was
analysed, Haryana police raided
his parents’ house. His father and
a male relative were arrested a
few days ago,and Rs 12 lakh was
recovered from them. “The con-
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Police said CCTV
footage allegedly shows
him stealing jewellery
worth Rs 5 crore

stable had been stationed at the
Motor Accident Claims Tribunal
Cell for the last few months, but
was absent since August with-
out notice,” said a police source.

Police said he had been in
service for a little less than a
decade and was given the
award last year. “This was when
he was posted at Adarsh Nagar
police station,” said an officer.

In January this year, though,
the constable was accused of
rape by awoman.

“He was moved to Police
Lines as the case was being in-
vestigated, and that’s when he
was moved to the MACT Cell. He
had been out on bail since then,”
an officer said.

The JNUSU staged a sit-in protest at the office Wednesday

afternoon. Express

“The JNU administration has,
one by one, snatched away our
public spaces for democratic de-
bate and dissent, be it our
dhabas, or the mess halls that are
currently only allotted to the V-
C's political front on campus. The

JNUSU office has become one of
the last spaces where we can or-
ganise our meetings and discus-
sions,” the JNUSU added.
Kadam, however, said:“If
students have blocked the
JNUSU office from being locked,

it'sillegal. The office is the prop-
erty of the university.”

According to officials, office
bearers of the students’ union
have always been allotted space
in the campus since the 1980s.
Earlier, the JNUSU office was sit-
uated in the old campus, but
when Teflas (student activity
centre) opened in the current
campus sometime during the
90s, the student union was
shifted there, where it continues
to remain.

The space is used by JNUSU
office-bearers for all kinds of
meetings, ranging from a stu-
dent council meeting, organisa-
tion meetings, and even meet-
ing with hostel presidents.
During the JNUSU elections, the
space becomes all the more im-
portant, with the Election
Committee operating from
there. The first press confer-
ence, where the JNUSU presi-
dential candidates make their
pitch, is also held in the J]NUSU
office.

Not allowed to join civic body
schools, 200 teachers protest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

AROUND 200 people, who were
appointed as permanent teach-
ers in MCD schools, protested
against the decision of East and
South civic bodies to block their
induction, outside the East civic
body’s office at Patparganj
Wednesday. Shortlisted candi-
dates for North Delhi Municipal
Corporation schools were al-
lowed to join Wednesday.

Yogesh Kumar (25), who was
previously a teacher at a
Kendriya Vidyalaya in Madhya
Pradesh’s Jabalpur, said, “They
said they can appoint us only af-
ter we submit our resignation
letter. We don’t know what todo
now.”

Krishna (22), who too quit
his job at a Kendriya Vidyalaya,
said, “This is sad; so many of us
are left without a job.”

The appointments were
blocked after the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
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Many protesters said they quit their previous jobs to join
MCD schools as permanent teachers. Express

ordered revision of the 2018 re-
cruitment exam. The order,
however, was revoked Tuesday.

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari
met EDMC additional commis-
sioner Alka Sharma, currently
acting as the director of educa-
tion, and said: “We released an
order by the mayor. In this or-
der, we have directed the com-
missioner of EDMC to allow the
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candidates to join back as soon
as possible... The court has not
passed any legal order that can
stop the joining of the candi-
dates. This is an oral order, not
a written one.”

Sharma, however, said: “The
SDMC has stopped the induction
after learning about the order,
and we adopted the same. We
are seeking legal opinion...”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 16

BEHIND WEDNESDAY’S crisis is
the matter of “notification” of
the JNU Students’ Union. The
Dean of Student Umesh Kadam
maintains that since the last
union was not notified due to
violation of Lyngdoh
Committee Regulations (LCR),
and the current JNUSU is yet to
be notified, the office should be
locked.

But there’s a question mark
on the issue of notification of
the JNUSU. The controversy be-
gan after last September’s
JNUSU polls.

As per LCR, candidates are
required to submit audited ac-
counts of their expenditure

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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within two weeks of declara-
tion of results.

In October last year, Kadam
issued a letter saying the bills
the four winners submitted
were not in proper format, since
they did not factor in GST.

The JNUSU had said they
submitted their bills in the
same format since 2012, when
the LCR came into effect, and
the DoS had never raised a
query earlier.

Due to this, the administra-
tion did not “notify” the JNUSU
all through last year, and re-
frained from inviting them to
Academic Council meetings.

This year, ]NUSU has not yet
been notified due to the case in
the Delhi High Court, where
two students alleged LCR was
not followed during polls.

Men who
snatched
magistrate’s
phone held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

WITHIN 24 hours of a
Metropolitan Magistrate’s mobile
phone being snatched from him
outside his house in North Delhi
Monday night, the iPhone was
sold atleast twice, said police. On
Wednesday, two men were ar-
rested from North West Delhi’s
Bharat Nagar for allegedly snatch-
ing the MM’s phone.

On Monday, around 8 pm, Tis
Hazari court MM Viplav Dabas
was talking on the phone outside
his house in North Delhi’s Kamla
Nagar when two men on a white
scooter snatched his Apple
iPhone 11 Pro Max, worth over
Rs 1 lakh.

“After snatching the phone,
the two sold it to a man in
Azadpur, who then sold it to a
person in Wazirabad. These men
have also beenarrested,” said DCP
(North) Monika Bhardwaj.

The main accused include
Karan(20)and Raheem(19),and
the two others have been identi-
fied as Durga Prasad (26) and
Muzammil Ahmed (24).

At IIC this weekend, event
to help reimagine parenting

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

IN AN attempt to redefine par-
enting, a group of experts, in-
cluding parents, teachers, psy-
chologists, counsellors,
therapists and medical practi-
tioners, will come together un-
der one roof to talk about raising
children amid modern chal-
lenges faced by parents. IMAG-
INE 2019, being organised by the
child and mental health institute
called Children First, will see
conversations around the
theme, ‘parenting with courage’.

The event will take place at
the India International Centre
from 9 am to 5 pm on Saturday,
and will be open to all.

On the aim of the pro-
gramme, Shelja Sen, co-founder
of Children First, said: “In the
present age, parenting has ac-
quired many layers of complex-
ity because of changes prompted
by digital media, changes in fam-

ily structures, pressure to suc-
ceed, and a dwindling sense of
community. Many times, par-
ents feel disconnected, and are
alienated, criticised and blamed
for not being good enough. We
want to talk about how impor-
tant it is to understand parent-
ing from a different perspective.
We want to redefine parenting
and make people see thatit’s the
society’s collective responsibil-
ity to raise a child.”

The institute collaborated
with Teamwork Arts to start
IMAGINE in 2018. “Last year, the
theme was around building an
emotionally safe space for chil-
dren, wherein parents spoke
about early childhood. This year,
we are talking about neuro di-
versity, stories of courage, and
commitment required by par-
ents. Next year, we will focus on
schools, and in 2021, we will
have an international event
highlighting the narrative prac-
tice,” said Sen.

While IMAGINE 2018 was

about sharing ideas and prac-
tices on making the world emo-
tionally safer for children and the
youth, it aims to go a step further
this year — by starting a conver-
sation on a call for action to see
children as the society’s collec-
tive responsibility.

People who will speak at the
eventinclude Merry Barua, direc-
tor of Action For Autism, National
Centre for Autism; Sanjoy Roy,
Managing Director of Teamwork
Arts; Vidya Reddy, executive di-
rector of Tulir Centre for the
Prevention and Healing of Child
Sexual Abuse; Jagdish Mahapatra,
international expert on cyber-
safety and managing director of
CrowdStrike; Arjun Mathur, lead
actor in Made in Heaven; Amit
Sen, director and co-founder of
Children First; Kavita Arora, child
and adolescent psychiatrist and
co-founder Children First; and
Aditi Chaudhary, a mother who
lost her child to pulmonary fibro-
sis which inspired the film, The
Sky is Pink.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Lt Dheerendra Singh Atri,
Kirti Chakra (Posthumous)
(12 Sep 1978-18 Oct 2003)
This historic day fills our hearts with
pride and sorrow alike when in the high-
est traditions of the Indian Army, you
laid down your life in the line of duty.
World is a lesser place without you but we know that you
are with the gods above and even heavens have
improved by your gracious presence.
Fondly remembered by
CO and All Ranks of 3 RAJPUT

Hav Sohan Singh, SM
(21 Sep 1964-17 Oct 2004)
On this day we salute and pay homage
to a gallant soldier who laid down his life
for the Nation while protecting the
Territorial Integrity of India, in Jammu &
Kashmir in the finest traditions of the
Indian Army. May your Soul attain Moksha.
Commanding Officer and All Ranks
3 GRENADIERS

Late Lnk Kamal Kumar Limbu

17 Oct 2000

On 17 Oct 2000 No 9420331 Late Lnk

Kamal Kumar Limbu of 2/11 GR had

made supreme sacrifice during OP

Rakshak (J&K) in Oct 2000.

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and
All Ranks

New Delhi



STEPS TO COMBAT POLLUTION FROM STUBBLE BURNING:

1. ODD-EVEN:

Delhi Government will implement the Odd-Even rule from 4th-15th November, a time when
pollution from stubble burning is at its high.

2. FREE MASKS:

Delhi government will distribute free masks as a precautionary measure. Such masks may be used
when the pollution level rises.

3. DIWALI LASER SHOW:

Let's come together to celebrate this auspicious occasion. A grand 4-day Diwali Laser Show will
be organized at Connaught Place in Delhi. Join hands with us in fighting pollution by saying no to
crackers.

4. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT’S ‘GRADED
RESPONSE ACTION PLAN’

0Z-61/8810/Ad/yiepgeys/did

New Delhi
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Threecars

brokeninto
outside SC

New Delhi: Three cars —
two Maruti Swifts and a
Mahindra XUV —wereal-
legedly broken into by un-
known persons outside
Gate E of the Supreme
Court late Wednesday af-
ternoon. An FIR was filed
at Tilak Marg police sta-
tion, after the victims al-
leged that cash, laptops,
cheque books and other
documents were missing
from their cars. Police said
the cars were parked in a
no-parking zone on
Mathura Road.

Most fundsin
Budget lying
unused: Gupta

New Delhi: Leader of
Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly Vijender Gupta
Wednesday alleged the
AAP government has not
spent a major chunk of
funds in the budget out-
lay, even as only three
months remain before
the Model Code of
Conduct is enforced for
the state polls. For in-
stance, Rs 49 crore allo-
cated for tourism remains
unspent, he said.

Security guard
held for rape

New Delhi: A 35-year-old
security guard was ar-
rested from North Delhi
for allegedly sexually
abusing a minor girlin a
playschool.

Man held for
killing father

New Delhi: A 34-year-old
man was arrested from
North Delhi’s Sadar Bazar
for allegedly beating his
father to death over a
property dispute. ENS

Cash sops for
sportspersons
increased

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment Monday in-
creased the cash incen-
tives for  various
categories of nationally
and internationally ac-
claimed sportspersons,
including those who are
differently-abled, from
Delhi, by up to 50 %, en-
tailing a tentative cost of
Rs 15 crore on exchequer.
The decision was takenin
Cabinet meeting chaired
by the CM.

Cabinetnodto
procure rabies
vaccine

New Delhi: In view of the
“acute shortage” of anti-
rabies vaccine in govern-
ment hospitals, the
Delhi Cabinet
Wednesday cleared a
proposal of the health
department for its emer-
gency procurement. The
cabinet also granted its
ex-post facto approval
for the already procured
40,000 vials. PTI

SPELLS OUT VISION FOR CAPITAL

Ready to bow before any

govt for cleaner Delhi: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Wednesday said he was
“ready to bow down in front of
any government” to ensure a
clean capital in the next five years.

Talking about his vision for the
city atadiscussion on governance
and development, organised by
Assocham, Kejriwal said a clean
Delhi, an integrated transport
service, and better traffic man-
agement is what the Aam Aadmi
Party government will take up in
the next five years.

“Over the next five years, one
thing we want to focus on is
cleaning Delhi. The city is very
dirty, drains and sewers are over-
flowing. Cleaning the city is not
rocket science.l am mulling a
global tender, whereby agencies
can clean the city. Solid waste
management is not rocket sci-
ence. When the whole world has
done it, why can’t we?” he said.

The AAP government’s term
ends in the next four months and

At Wednesday’s event.
Tashi Tobgyal

the party has been pitching its
work as its main poll plank.

At the event, Kejriwal said,
“Cleaning the city is not difficult
but here the Delhi government,
municipal corporations, the
Centre and DDA — all work inde-
pendently of each other. But that
does not matter. I'm ready to bow
downin front of any government
that I have to, to get this done.”

Solid waste management in
Delhi is handled by municipal
corporations. Over the past six
years, sanitation workers have
gone on strike repeatedly over
non-payment of salaries.

Bus aggregator service

Thelong-pending plan to have
a policy for bus aggregators will
also be finalised soon, Kejriwal
said. Speaking about Delhi’s bus
service, a sore point for the gov-
ernment which has faced several
hurdles in buying new buses for
the cluster and DTCfleets, Kejriwal
said the government wants lux-
ury buses to wean people away
from their personal vehicles.

Kejriwal said that the luxury
bus policy, which has been hang-
ing fire for several years, is finally
set to get clearance this month.

“We need comfortable buses.
Right now, buses cater to middle
and lower middle classes. No car
owner wants to leave their car at
home and take a bus because
there is no comfort. We wantabig
private sector investment in the
field of luxury buses. We will an-
nounce that policy within the next
15-20days,” he said. The policy for
such a service was notified by the
governmentin2016.Theideawas
to provide AC, Wi-Fi enabled
buses on a charter bus model.

“Treat polls
as freedom
struggle’

New Delhi: Kicking off a se-
ries of volunteer meetings,
the CM asked them to treat
the upcoming polls as a
“freedom struggle”. “Don't
fight the upcoming elec-
tions for the AAP or for
Kejriwal. Fight these elec-
tions with the spirit of a
freedom struggle as the
AAP is the only ray of hope
in the current political sce-
nario in the country,” he
said at the meeting in
Dwarka, which was first of
14 he will address in the
coming few days. Earlier in
the day, Kejriwal launched
the AK mobile app, where
news about him and the
party can be accessed. The
party hopes to call out “fake
news” through it. ENS

Agencies making air quality claims
should behave more responsibly: CM

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

ATTACKING THE “guessing
games” being played over Delhi’s
air quality, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Wednesday said source
apportionment of pollution has
not been done by agencies which
are claiming that impact of stub-
ble burning on the city’s air qual-
ity is less. Speaking at the party
headquarters, Kejriwal said local
pollution sources were the same
asbefore, and thatair quality had
been between ‘good’ and ‘mod-
erate’ since the last 7-8 months.

He said the sudden spike in
pollution is a result of smoke re-
leased from crop stubble burning,
which is underway in parts of
north west India, mainly Punjab
and Haryana. “No additional pop-
ulation has suddenly settled in
Delhi, no sudden inflow of vehi-
cles has taken place and no new
dust sources have come upinthe
last seven days. How could local
sources have contributed to the
sudden spike in pollution?”

The CM said agencies claim-
ing that stubble burning has only

At Connaught Place, Wednesday. Delhi’s air quality has dipped to ‘very poor’. Tashi Tobgyal

alittleimpactonthe city’sair qual-
ity should “behave more respon-
sibly” about the figures they share.

The Chief Minister’s state-
ment comes a day after Sunita
Narain, member of the Supreme
Court-appointed EPCA, report-
edly claimed thatlocal sourcesin
Delhi account for 90% of pollution
in the capital.

Narain, when contacted, told
The Indian Express: “I used data
from SAFAR...I have no reason to
dispute their...assessment of bio-

mass contribution in the region.”

The government's air quality
monitoring system SAFAR has
recorded that external biomass
burning contributed 2% to Delhi’s
air quality Saturday and 9%
Sunday, the highest till date.

Kejriwal said sources of pollu-
tion can only be measured using
real-time source apportionment,
and added that the government
has been trying to import specific
machinery to this end.

“None of the agencies that are

HE ASKS: WHERE WERE YOU BEING TAKEN?

Produced before magistrate at Patiala House Court: 13

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

WHEN CHIEF Metropolitan
Magistrate Manish Khurana
asked 13 'victims' "where were
you being taken?", some nibbled
on pieces of apple inside their
cage, others looked around the
courtroom with beady eyes.
The peculiar scene played
out at Delhi's Patiala House court
complex on Wednesday after-
noon, when 13 parrots, which
were allegedly being smuggled
to Tashkent by an Uzbekistan na-

tional, were produced in front of
CMM Khurana, along with the
24-year-old accused Anvarjon
Rakhmat Jonov.

Looking at two cages with six
and seven birds inside, the judge
asked custom officials whether
the birds were prohibited from
being exported.

Special Public Prosecutor P C
Aggarwal, appearing for the cus-
toms department, said that after
the birds were seized "to ascer-
tain the exact description of the
live parrots, the Wildlife
Inspector and Wildlife Crime
Control Bureau, Northern

Region, was called to verify the
genuineness of the parrots".

"After examining them, it
was confirmed that the parrots
are live parakeets (of the family
Psittacidae), and export of live
parakeetsis restricted under the
EXIM (export import) policy,”
Aggarwal told the court.

The judge then ordered that
the birds be handed over to the
Wildlife department so that
proper care and protection is
provided to them.

Italso remanded Jonov to 14-
day judicial custody, which was
opposed by his counsel on the

claiming figures on the stubble
burning component of air pollu-
tion have this machinery. If they
are claiming that stubble burning
is causing 10% of air pollution,
they should also be able to tell us
the source of the rest of the com-
position of pollution,” he said.

Delhi’s air quality moved into
‘very poor’ category Wednesday
for the first time this season. The
average AQI calculated by the
CPCB for Delhi was 304, up by 34
points since Tuesday.

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

THE BJP has decided to go with-
out a chief ministerial face for
the Delhi assembly polls, sched-
uled for early next year, it is
learnt. “We will not have a CM
face to fight elections in Delhi.
AAP has launched a massive
campaign; the BJP is yet to. We
will do it after October 24 — the
counting day for Maharashtra
and Haryana assembly polls,” a
BJP source said.

While the Aam Aadmi Party
and its chief Arvind Kejriwal
have changed tack following
the dismal Lok Sabha perform-
ance in Delhi, focussing on its
projects and promises instead
of confrontation, the BJP, known
for early preparations and
strategising for elections, has
not yet launched its campaign.
A key reason, party leaders ad-
mitted, are internal differences
and one upmanship among top
leaders.

The dilemma before the
leadership was whether the
party should declare a chief
ministerial candidate to counter
Kejriwal’s appeal, but the in-
tense internal feud in the state
unit discouraged them to do so.
At least three leaders in the
Delhi unit — Union Minister
Harsh Vardhan, former Union
Minister Vijay Goel and state
unit chief Manoj Tiwari — have
been nursing dreams to occupy
the top post if the party wins

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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BJP won’t go with CM face
for Delhi assembly polls

Vardhan,
Goel and
Tiwari are
keen on the
top spot

the polls. Supporters of each
want the national leadership to
announce their leader as the
CM candidate before polls.
Sources also said names of two
other Union Ministers have
been doing the rounds as pos-
sible contenders.

Internal feuds have been a
perpetual issue for the BJP’s
Delhi unit, which has impacted
the party’s electoral perform-
ance in the past. “But now, the
BJP, being a cadre party and the
leadership being so powerful, is
confident that it would be un-
der control. Also, the leadership
appears to be hesitant to repeat
the mistake we made ahead of
the 2015 February elections,”
said a BJP leader.

In 2015, the BJP had para-
chuted Kiran Bedi, India’s first
woman IPS officer, into Delhi
politics and announced her
name as its CM candidate.
Despite a massive victory for
the Narendra Modi-led BJP in

the 2014 Lok Sabha elections,
the party had to face a humili-
ating debacle, with even Bedi
losing her Krishna Nagar seat to
AAP, which won 67 of 70 as-
sembly seats.

“The situation is different
now. The BJP is more powerful,
the leadership has a strong hold
over party affairs and we have
regained lost ground in Delhi.
With the popularity of Prime
Minister Modi, we have already
got back our traditional support
base as well as the middle
class,” said the party leader.
“Despite the massive campaign
AAPis running, BJPis in a formi-
dable position.”

Afterits 2014 Lok Sabha vic-
tory, the BJP had gone to assem-
bly polls in Maharashtra,
Haryana and Jharkhand with-
out a CM candidate in the last
polls. “The strategy was proved
right, the party won comfort-
ably. So going to polls without a
face in Delhi will not be a big
handicap,” said another BJP
leader.

However, he admitted that
Delhi polls will not be a cake-
walk.

After the low of the Lok
Sabha results, AAP has taken a
number of steps to improve its
image. Kejriwal, once a staunch
critic of the PM, has been rela-
tively muted in his criticism of
the Centre.

Recently, the AAP also ex-
tended support to the BJP’s
move to scrap Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Cong leaders oppose ‘outsider’
as Delhi chief, to write to Sonia

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

AROUND 48 Delhi Congress
leaders — including former
MLAs, several MPs and district
committee presidents — are set
to write to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, requesting her
not to appoint an “outsider” as
the party chief in the capital.

The development comes af-
ter former cricketer Kirti Azad
was touted as the frontrunner
for the post.

The other names that figure
in the race include Subash
Chopra and ] P Aggarwal.

“All these leaders are sign-
ing the letter and we will hand
it over to madam. She has
worked closely with Sheila ji,
which is why she will under-
stand the importance of elect-

The parrots were allegedly being smuggled to Tashkent

Kirti Azad is the frontrunner
for the top job

ing aleader from Delhi. The city
is politically charged and one
needs to be well-versed with
the state’s functioning,” said
Jitender Singh Kochhar, Delhi
Congress spokesperson.

Last week, the party saw a
major rift as a section of leaders
revolted against the AICC Delhi

ground that his client has been
booked under the provision of
the Wildlife Act, which is a bail-
able offence.

CMM Khurana dismissed the
counsel's contention, saying “its
(the parrots’) export is banned”.
The accused will now be brought
before the court on October 30.

While scanning baggage at
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport Tuesday, security per-
sonnel had spotted images of
birds in shoeboxes kept inside
Jonov's bag. While he claimed
they were soft toys, officials
checked the boxes to find 13 par-

New Delhi

in-charge P C Chacko for al-
legedly “leaking” a personal let-
ter wrote to him by former MP
Sandeep Dikshit. Senior leaders
claimed that Sandeep wrote a
personal letter to Chacko, which
also talked about his mother
and former Delhi Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit’s death.

Turning up in support of
Chacko, another set of district
committee presidents wrote to
Sonia, requesting her to take ac-
tion against those leaders.

“The state unit is completely
divided and the image of the
party is being badly affected.
The decision on the state chief
was almost finalised but the
same day the leaders protested.
Now, top leaders of the party
are once again in touch with the
Delhi leaders to discuss Azad’s
name,” said a senior leader from
the party.

parrots

rots, most of them unconscious.

The court was told that one
of the parrots flew away when
the cage was opened, but it later
returned on its own.

A senior CISF official said
Jonov was going to board a flight
to Tashkent via Uzbekistan
Airways. “During questioning, he
revealed that these were rose-
ringed parakeets, whose de-
mand is high in Tashkent,” said
a senior officer in the customs
department, adding that this is
the first time someone has tried
to smuggle live birds from IGI
Airport.
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I GOVT & POLITICS

In Maharashtra, PM targets Oppn Inside Tihar,
pecrrconrentiaL QVE Article 370: ‘Doob maro

MESSAGE IN A SAPLING

WHEN PRESIDENT Ram Nath Kovind travels to Tokyo to at-
tend the enthronement ceremony of Japan’s Emperor
Naruhito and Empress Masako on October 22-23, he will carry
a special gift - a Bodhi tree sapling — as a gesture to mark the
shared heritage of Buddhism between the two countries. India
has, in the past, sent saplings of the famous Bodhi tree to South
Korea and Thailand among other countries.

FRIENDS INDEED

DESPITE THE fierce rivalry in the courtroom between the two
stalwarts - senior advocates K Parasaran and Rajeev Dhavan,
who argued for opposite sides —- were seen patting each
other’s back and posing for pictures along with their respec-
tive juniors as the 40-day Ayodhya-Ramjanmabhoomi hear-
ing concluded on Wednesday. Parasaran, who represented
the deity Ramlalla Virajman was seen ‘waiting’ in the Supreme
Court parking lot for Dhavan. While leaving the court prem-
ises, Dhavan, who appeared for Muslim parties, approached
Parasaran him and both were all smiles.

IN A VACUUM

WHILE CONGRESS leaders in Delhi are wondering why the
appointment of a new PCC president for Andhra Pradesh is
getting delayed, their counterparts in the state have another
problem. They are awaiting the appointment of anew AICCin
charge for AP besides a state Congress chief. Oommen Chandy,
former Kerala chief minister who is the party’s AP in-charge,
is not keen to continue due to health reasons. State Congress
president N Raghuveera Reddy, on the other hand, had quit
after Lok Sabha polls in May and there had been no takers for
the post until recently. While many senior leaders are not keen
to take over, one gets to hear that some of the young faces have

started lobbying for the post.

Odisha BJP leader Rout quits,
says party doesn’t need him

SAMPAD PATNAIK
BHUBANESWAR, OCTOBER 16

DAMODAR ROUT, a veteran
leader who had joined BJP after
decades in the BJD, on
Wednesday quit the saffron
party saying he did not feel in-
cluded in the organisation.
Rout, a seven-term MLA from
Ersama and Paradip, had served
as health and agriculture minister
in BJD governments led by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik. After ex-
pulsion from the BJD for alleged
anti-party activities, he joined the
BJP ahead of the elections to Lok
Sabha and Odisha Assembly.
Rout contested the Assembly
elections, which he lost.
However, his son won his old
constituency, Paradip, on a

NOTICE OF JOHN DOE/ASHOK KUMAR ORDER
BEFORE THE HON'BLE COURT OF XVIiI
ADDITIONAL CITY CIVIL AND SESSIONS
JUDGE, BENGALURU [CCH No. 10]

0.S. No. 7282/2019
Between : ITC Limited ...Plaintiff

And : Nilachakra Media Private Limited &

12 Ors ...Defendants
Ashok Kumar / John Doe (Age, Father's name,
Address Not Known) ...Defendant No. 13

0.S. No. 7282/2019 has been filed by the Plaintiff
with respect to defamatory videos/ contents made
against the Plaintiff and the Plaintiff's 'Aashirvaad
Atta' by the Defendants. The defamatory
videos/contents have been published, uploaded,
shared, circulated by unknown persons on social
media websites/ world wide web, who have been
arrayed as Defendant No. 13 i.e., Ashok Kumar/
John Doe. In respect of I.A. No. 1 filed in O.S.
7282/2019 seeking ad-interim ex-parte injunction
with respect to the defamatory videos/contents,
the Hon'ble Court has inter-alia granted an ad-
interim ex-parte injunction against Defendant No.
13 by way of a John Doe Order and has directed
that the said Order dated 15-10-2019 be published
in the newspaper having nation wide circulation.
The Order dated 15-10-2019 is as follows: “/ssue
exparte ad-interim injunction order against the
defendants directing defendant No. 1 fo 12 to
disable access to the defamatory contents
published on the websites/webpages of defendant
No. 1, 4 to 12 conveying or imputing the message
that Aashirvaad Atta has rubber or plastic as
intimated by the plaintiff to the defendant No. 4 to
12 and issue exparte ad-interim injunction by way
of John Doe orders against the defenaant No. 13
as above by way of paper publication having wide
circulation over the nation which shall be in force till
the appearance of defendants. Plaintiff to comply
Order 39 Rule 3(a) CPC. Issue suit summons to
defendants 1 to 13, notice of ad-interim injunction
order to defendant No. 1 to 12 and notice of ad-
interim injunction order to defendant No. 13 by way
ofJohn Doe orders after compliance.”

Pursuant thereto, the above order is being
published. The next date of hearing is 20-11-2019.
Copy of the Plaint, List of Documents, Documents
annexed to Plaint and I.A with Affidavit may be
obtained by specifically identifying yourself and
writing to M/s. Dua Associates, Advocates, No.
130/1, II Floor, Ulsoor Road, Bengaluru-560042;
e-mail:- duablr@duaassociates.com.

M/s. Dua Associates, Advocates

BJD ticket.

On Wednesday, Rout said, “I
felt that the BJP does not need
me and does not require me to
participate in its organisational
activities. So I thought of quit-
ting, but I will not join any other
political party.”

Odisha BJP in-charge Arun
Singh said, “He used to participate
regularly in meetings. Every
worker should do this without
waiting for an invitation. The
party belongs to every karyakarta.
If people retire then one feels bad,
but that will have no impact on
the world’s biggest political party.
People come and go.”

Rout’s son, MLA Sambit
Routray, did not rule out Rout’s
return  to the BJD.
“Developments may come
about in six months,” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 16

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Wednesday told Opposition
leaders “doob maro” (go drown)
for seeking a link between the ab-
rogation of Article 370 and the
Maharashtra Assembly polls.

Modi made the remarks in
Akola district of Vidarbha region
during a campaign rally for the
October 21 Assembly elections.

“How can they (Opposition)
say that Jammu and Kashmir has
nothing to do with Maharashtra?
They should be ashamed of such
thoughts. Don’t they have any
shame? Doob maro,” he said.

Modilambasted the Congress,
and NCP chief Sharad Pawar, who
had accused BJP of “diverting at-
tention from its failures by harp-
ing on Article 370 abrogation.”

Pawar had said on Tuesday
that the BJP does not have any-
thing concrete to show. “If you
question them about farmers’
suicides,unemployment, closure
of industries, the BJP responds
with Article 370,” the NCP
leader had said.

“A shameless Opposition is
asking whatis the connection be-
tween Article 370 and
Maharashtra. We are proud of the
children of Maharashtra who sac-
rificed everything for Jammuand
Kashmir,” the PM said.

Modi added he was shocked
that such voices are being raised
for political gains in the land of
Shivaji Maharaj.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union minister Ramdas
Athawale at a rally in Kharghar, Navi Mumbai. Narendra Vaskar

DECISION
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MAHARASHTRA

He also addressed poll rallies
in Jalna and Raigad districts and
said that now the Congress is not
the same party that fought for
Independence.

“The (Congress) party is tak-
ing its last breath. It sees rashtra
bhakti (nationalism) in parivar
bhakti (devotion to a family),”
he said.

The PM said Hindutva ideo-
logue V D Savarkar's “sanskar”
(values) are the basis for nation-
building, and rued that
Babasaheb Ambedkar was de-

nied the Bharat Ratna.

“Itis due to Savarkar's sanskar
(values) that we put nationalism
as the basis for nation-building,”
he said.

His remarks came a day after
BJP’s Maharashtra unit sought
Bharat Ratna for Savarkar in its
poll manifesto.

Modi said the Marathwada
region in Maharashtra gave
three chief ministers to the state,
but the area is still backward in
terms of development.

Referring to the NCP’s ‘clock’
symbol showing the time at 10
minutes past 10, Modi said the
Pawar-led party and the
Congress will win 10 seats each
in polls for the 288-member
Assembly.

Without naming NCP leader
Praful Patel, Modi said business

interests of some leaders with
those involved in anti-national
activities are being unearthed.

“These leaders were scared,
they knew trouble is brewing for
them so they started maligning
the investigating agencies,” he
added.

The Enforcement Directorate
has summoned Patel on Friday in
connection with money launder-
ing probe linked to alleged illegal
assets in Mumbai of gangster
Igbal Mirchi.

Earlier, government funds
used to go into the “pockets of
middlemen”, but now the money
is going directly to the bank ac-
counts of farmers, he said.

Modi described himself and
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis as the “double engine”
of development for Maharashtra
and sought a second term for the
incumbent leader in the
BJP-ruled state.

“Both Devendra and
Narendra are the double engine
for development of
Maharashtra,” he said.

He also stated that coastal
Konkan was emerging as the
main pillar for economy of a
"new Maharashtra" with a slew
of ongoing infrastructure proj-
ects, including the Navi Mumbai
airport, Mumbai Trans Harbour
Link and metro rail.

The upcoming modern infra-
structure projects will provide
new facilities to the fast-urban-
ising coastal region that is one of
the big pillars of the economy of
New India, he said.

Jagan govt announces cash grants for
weavers, fishermen and lawyers

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 16

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday announced
annual cash grants for lawyers,
handloom weavers and fisher-
men, and raised the salary of
midday meal scheme workers
by three fold.

Giving a huge relief to
poverty-stricken handloom
weavers in the state’s 13 districts,
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy announced annual assis-
tance of Rs 24,000 to each family
of handloom weavers. Named
YSR Nesthanna Hastham, the
scheme will come into effect on
December 21.

“The money can be used for
anything — repairing existing
looms or upgrading to power
looms, purchase of raw material,
etc,” Information and Public
Relations (I&PR Minister) P
Venkataramiah said.

The AP Cabinet also decided
to give an allowance of Rs 10,000
to each fisherman to compen-

Obituary

(09 JUN 1950 - 15 OCT 2019)

The entire 9th Gorkha Rifles fraternity expresses deep sorrow on the sad
demise of Lt Col Rakesh Mehrotra (Retd) on 15 Oct 2019 in R & R Hospital.
He was commissioned into 4/9 GR on 16 Jan 1972 and also served with 2/9
GR and 5/9 GR. He superannuated on 30 Jun 2003. We stand together with
the family in this hour of grief and pray for eternal peace to the departed soul.

Col of the Regiment and
All Members of 9th Gorkha Rifles Family
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Why grant to lawyers
attracts controversy

GRANTING RS 60,000 per annum as government assistance
to lawyers (Rs 5000 per month) with minimum three years
practiceis likely to create a controversy because it makes the
government susceptible to demands from other profession-

als to give them cash doles.

sate for the loss of livelihood dur-
ing the fishing ban season from
April 15 to June 14. Fishing is
banned during these two
months due to the rough seas,
leaving fishermen without anin-
come.

The government also de-
cided to give a subsidy of Rs 9 per
litre of diesel to all fishermen
who own mechanised boats. The
scheme will start on November
21, marked as the World
Fisheries Day. The government
has arranged for diesel pumps at
jetties and harbours where fuel
will be sold for fishing boats at
Rs 9 lower than the market rate.

“The government will bear
an expenditure of approximately
Rs 100 crore per annum for this
diesel subsidy,” an official said.

Bringing cheer to more than
88,000 midday meal workers
across the state, the government
announced increase in their
monthly honorarium from Rs
1,000 to Rs 3,000. About 88,290
workers will benefit from this;
the government will bear an ad-
ditional burden of Rs 212 crore.

The YSR Congress govern-
ment has also decided to pay a
monthly allowance of Rs 5,000
to lawyers.

Minister Venkataramiah said

that during Jagan’s pre-election
padayatra (march across the
state), many lawyers had ap-
pealed to him for government
monetary assistance, saying that
they are poorly paid. “Itis not a
surprising or controversial move.
The chief minister promised to
assist them and he is keeping his
promise,” Venkataramiah said.

The AP Cabinet also decided
to utilise all vehicles allotted to
beneficiaries under the BC, SC,
ST, Kapu, minorities corpora-
tions for government purposes.
An official said, “From now, pri-
vate vehicles engaged for gov-
ernment work would be re-
placed by vehicles allocated to
beneficiaries. The beneficiaries
will be allocated small or
medium transport vehicles on
payment of Rs 50,000. By hiring
these beneficiaries for govern-
ment work, the government is
ensuring they earn at least Rs
20,000 per month. After five
years, the beneficiary will own
the vehicle.”

Department of Women and child Development

Govt. of NCT of Delhi

1-A, Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla Lane,

K.G. Marg, New Delhi-110001

MISSING CHILDREN

SL. No.

Description

1 Name: Hemraj Sex: male Age: about 5 yrs. Complexion:
wheatish, the child was found abandoned at New Deihl
Railway Staton DD No. 3B dated; 06.05.2019 is entered in
PS New Delhi Railway Station. The child was produced
before Child Welfare Committee, Palika Dham on
06.05.2019 and with the order of CWC, child has been kept
in Sewa Bharatl Matri Chhaya for care and protection.

2 Name: Deepak Sex: male Ago: about 4 yrs. Complexion:
dark, the child was found abandoned at New Delhi Railway
Station at platform no. 1 DD No. 19B dated; 04.06.2019 is
lodged in PS New Delhi Railway Station. The child was
produced before Child Welfare Committee, Palika Dham on
04.06.2019 and with the order of CWC, child has been kept
in Sewa Bharat' Matri Chhaya for care and protection.

3 NAME OF THE CHILD-VIKAS @ Prakash, DOB-01/06/2010,

DOA-

01/06/2018, GENDER-MALE, COMPLEXION-

Wheatish. THE CHILD WAS FOUND UNATTENDED AT
NEW DELHI RAILWAY STATION ON 01/06/18 WITH THE
DIRECTION OF CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE PALIKA
DHAM (IX), HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO BAL SAHYOG
SHELTER HOME, CONNAUGHT PLACE, NEW DELHI FOR
CARE AND PROTECTION. HIS HEIGHT IS 92CM AND
WEIGHT is 20 KG. DD NO. RPF-64, DT 01/06/18. POLICE
STATION BARAKHAMBA ROAD.

Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of SL.No. 1 & 4 in case of above mentioned children
may contact at adress/phone numbers given at Sl. No. 1 to 3 are given below:-
1. Sewa Bharti Math Chhaya; 10455, Bagichi Allauddin, Gali No.3, Motia Khan, Pahar

Ganj, New Delhi-55, Tel: 011-23529549.

2. BAL SAHYOG SHELTER HOME, CONNAUHT CIRCLE, Opp. L BLOCK,NEW DELHI-

110001. Tel: 011-23411273 / 2341995

2. District Child Protection Unit-XI Palika Dham , Gole Market Delhi-110001 , Tel: 011- 1

23740659

Please give information on CHILD LINE 1098 about children who need care of

protection

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
Photograph
SL
No

1. Name: Aastha, Age:
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Chidambaram
arrested again,
this time by ED

ANAND MOHANJ
& KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

ALREADY IN Delhi’s Tihar Jail
following his arrest by the CBlin
the INX Media alleged corrup-
tion case, Congress leader and
former Union Minister P
Chidambaram was arrested
again Wednesday, this time by
the Enforcement Directorate
which is probing charges of
money laundering in the same
case.

He will be produced before
the special CBI court on Rouse
Avenue at 3 pm Thursday. The
ED will seek his custody for 14
days for “further interrogation”.

A day earlier, the court had
allowed three ED officers to
question Chidambaram inside
Tihar Jail. Sources said the ED of-
ficers questioned him for two
hours Wednesday morning and,
after recording his statement,
took him into custody. He has
been booked under sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

“The accused will be con-
fronted with fresh evidence, es-
pecially those related to specific
inputs from overseas banks ac-
counts and properties. The ac-
cused also has to be confronted
with details related to shell
companies found during inves-
tigations,” ED sources said.

The agency, sources said, has
recorded statements of 12 pros-
ecution witnesses in connection
with the case, and will confront
Chidambaram with these.

Arrested by the CBI on
August 21, Chidambaram has
been in judicial custody since
September 5. He has denied ED
claims of bank accounts or prop-
erties abroad.

ED will seek his custody for
14 days

CBIin SC: He
tried to influence
witnesses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

THE CBI told the Supreme Court
on Wednesday that former fi-
nance minister P Chidambaram,
arrested in the INX Media corrup-
tion case, had tried to “pressurise
and influence” key witnesses in
the pastand a “strong prima facie”
case has been made against him.

Opposing the pleafiled by the
senior Congress leader seeking
bail in the case, the CBI told a
bench headed by Justice R
Banumathi that they have “cogent
material” about how
Chidambaram had tried to influ-
ence witnesses.

CBI added that the impunity
withwhich he had abused the of-
fice of finance minister for “per-
sonal gains” disentitles him from
getting the relief.

Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) K M Nataraj, appearing for
the CBI, said that Chidambaram's
plea was devoid of merits and no
case hasbeen made out by him for
grant of bail.

Parliament winter session
likely to start on Nov 18

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

WINTER SESSION of Parliament
is likely to commence from
November 18. A meeting of the
Cabinet Committee  on
Parliamentary Affairs (CCPA) took
adecision to this effect. However;,
the final call will be taken at a
Cabinet meeting next week.

The CCPA met at the resi-
dence of Defence Minister
RAjnath Singh, who heads the
panel.

Sources said the session
would conclude in the third

week of December.

In the last two years, winter
sessions have had a different pat-
tern, continuing well into
January.

Two ordinances await a re-
placement by regular Bills dur-
ing the next session. One ordi-
nance pertains to the ban on
e-cigarettes. The other concerns
amendments in the Income Tax
Act and the Finance Act.

The outcome of the current
assembly polls in Maharashtra
and Haryana as well as the apex
court verdict on the Ayodhya
temple will set the mood during
the session.

Department of Women and Child

Development

Govt. of NCT of Delhi
1-A, Pandit Ravi Shanker Shukla Lane,
K.G. Marg, New Delhi- 110001

MISSING CHILDREN

Description

Photograph

1 Month old, Complexion:

wheatish, Child was left abandoned by SI Ramesh, Raj
Park, Police Station in the cradle of Sewa bharti
matrichhaya on 18/07/2019. She was produced before
Child Welfare Committee and with the order of CWC,
Child has been kept in Sewa bharti matrichhaya, New
Delhi for Care and Protection, DD is lodged in Raj Park
police station with DD. NO: 007A/19, dated 16/07/2019

D.0.B: 18/06/2019 (Medically assessed)

2. Name: Iman, Age: 15 days, Complexion: Wheatish,
Child was left abandoned by SI Ramesh, Raj Park, Police
Station in the cradle of Sewa bharti matrichhaya on
18/07/2019. He was produced before the Child Welfare
Committee and with the order of CWC, the child has been
kept in Sewa bharti Matrichhaya, New Delhi for Care
and Protection, DD is lodged in Raj Park police station
with DD. No. in this case is 007A/19, dated 16/07/2019
D.0.B: 04/07/2019 (Medically assessed)

3. Name: Ramya, Age: 25 days, Complexion: wheatish,
Child was left abandoned by S| Manish from P.S
Mangolpuri at the cradle of Sewa bharti Matrichhaya
on 16/07/2019. She was produced before Child Welfare
Committee and with the order of CWC, Child has been

address/phone number given below:-

kept in Sewa bharti Matrichhaya, New Delhi for Care
and Protection, DD No is lodged in Mangolpuri police
station with DD. NO: 4921/19, dated 27/06/2019
D.0.B: 21/06/2019 (MEDICALLY ASSESSED)

Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives in case of above mentioned children may contact at

. Org Secretary, Sewa Bharti Matri Chhaya, Shri Daulat Ram Ahuja Kendra, B-2/2,

Mianwali Nagar, New Delhi- 87, Contact No. 011-25286821/45088544/8800798798

Sd/-
Director

Women and Child Development

DIP/SHABDARTH/0846/19-20.

DIP/Shabdarth/0842/19-20

New Delhi

2. DCPO, District Child protection Unit-5, Sewa Kutir Complex, Kingwway Camp, New
Delhi- 09, Contact No.: 011-27601130.

Sd/-
Director
Women & Child Development

Please give information to CHILD LINE 1098 about children who need care & protection.
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Sena MP injured in
knife attack
during campaign

Osmanabad: Shiv

Sena MP Omraje

Nimbalkar was

injured on

Wednesday

when an uniden-

tified man at-

tacked him with a knife in
Maharashtra’s Osmanabad district
while he was canvassing for a contest-
ant, police said.

According to police, Nimbalkar es-
caped a major injury because he
raised his hand to save himself and
the knife hit his wrist watch.

The accused fled soon after the in-
cident and search was underway to
nab him, they said.

The incident occurred when
Nimbalkar, who represents the
Osmanabad Lok Sabha seat, was can-
vassing on foot in Padoli Naigaon vil-
lage for Sena candidate Kailas Patil.

In Haryana, Maya
slams Cong, BJP

Yamunanagar: BSP chief Mayawati on
Wednesday alleged that the condition
of farmers and other people in
Haryana was not good and the
"wrong policies" of the BJP and the
Congress were responsible for it.

She was speaking at an election
rally in Radaur. The BSP is going it
alone in the Assembly polls.

“Farmers, poor people, labourers,
traders and other sections are facing
problems. The condition of farmers
and a few other sections is not good,”
she said.

She blamed both the BJP and the
Congress, alleging that "because of
their wrong economic policies,
poverty, unemployment and inflation
have gone up”. “Be it the Congress, the
BJP or regional parties, when they
come to power they forget about the
promises made by them to farmers.
They forget about other sections.” PTI

Bhandara:

CAMPAIGN TRAIL: BHUPINDER SINGH HooDA

Art 370 not anissue, my fight with Khattar: Hooda

MANOJCG & VARINDERBHATIA
ROHTAK,OCTOBER 16

ON A whirlwind tour of his constituency,
Garhi Sampla-Kiloi, former Haryana chief
minister and Congress candidate Bhupinder
Singh Hooda repeatedly asks voters to give
him avictory margin bigger than that of Chief
Minister M L Khattar in Karnal.

Asked about reason behind such an ap-
peal, Hooda says with a smile, “Because the
contest is between myself and him.”

Outside his Rohtak bastion, too, Hooda
does not take the name of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi or talk about national issues.

Fighting perhaps the toughest battle of his
life, the veteran Congressman, a two-time
chief minister, has framed the election as one
between his record against that of Khattar’s.
He talks about schemes he had implemented
and counts the “failures” of the Khattar gov-
ernment.

While the BJP is attempting to swing the
elections in both Haryana and Maharashtra
riding on issues of nationalism — Article 370,
Balakot airstrikes, etc — Hooda, seeking elec-
tion from Garhi Sampla-Kiloi for the fifth time,
deftly avoids the minefield.

On way from his home at D-Park, Rohtak
city, to Jassia village to address the day’s first
election meeting at 9.15 am, the Congress
leader tells The Indian Express, “Why should |
talk of Modi or bring up issues such as Balakot
or Article 370 (atrallies)? Iwill then fall in the
BJP’s trap. My stand on Article 370 is widely
known. It is no more an issue; it has become
the law of the land. No one is opposing it. The
only thing is that peace should be restored in
Kashmir.”

There is, however, a tinge of disappoint-
ment in his voice when he says the Congress
high command took inordinately long in an-

Former Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda during a rally. Kamleshwar Singh

nouncing the leadership change in Haryana.

“There is no doubt that there was a delay
in taking the decision (appointing Hooda CLP
leader), but better late than never.... Once the
decision cane, our workers are fighting hard.
We have to look forward now,” Hooda says.

The veteran believes the tide is slowly
turning against the ruling BJP in the state.
Asked whether he is getting enough support
from the party high command, with Soniaand
Rahul addressing only one rally each, he says,
“The message has to go to the people. Even if
they address one rally or 10 rallies, the mes-
sage will spread.”

In his speeches at Jassia, and later at Kiloi
and Bohar villages, Hooda sticks tolocal issues,

promising,among others, waiver of farmloan
debt, halving electricity rates, increasing schol-
arship, free plots to the poor, unemployment
allowance to the youth, and Rs 5,100 old-age
pension for men and women. Debt waiver, he
emphasises, will be the first order passed if
the Congress is voted in.

“The issues in Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections are different. The Khattar govern-
ment has not fulfilled any of the 154 prom-
isesithad made. Thisis a failed and non-per-
forming government,” he says, and argues
that response from the people is beyond his
expectation.

He looks at history to see the future:
“Remember 2009. We got nine out of 10 seats

Former Haryana Cong chief backs
JJP, says Dushyant should be CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 16

DAYS AFTER resigning from the Congress, the
party’s former Haryana unit president Ashok
Tanwar announced his support to the
Dushyant Chautala-led Jannayak Janata Party
(JIP) on Wednesday.

A]JP leader, however, made it clear that
as of now, there is no word from him on
joining the party.

Addressing a press conference in New
Delhi on Thursday, Tanwar said, “Iwish they
(IJP) form the government. In the current po-
litical circumstances and requirements, I be-
lieve the 36 biradaris (communities) should
join hands to make him (Dushyant) the chief
minister of the state.”

He referred to Dushyant, who was also
present at the press conference, as a “nice
and young face”.

Tanwar, who was appointed the Haryana
Congress president in 2014, had been locked
in a feud with former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda over the past few
months. Last month, he was replaced by
Kumari Selja and Hooda was appointed as
the Congress’s legislative party leader.

Earlier this month, Tanwar protested out-
side Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s resi-
dence over alleged irregularities in ticket distri-
bution. Soon after, he resigned from the party.

JJPleaders claimed that Tanwar’s support
to Dushyant will boost the prospects of their
candidates in many areas, especially Sirsa,
Fatehabad and Hisar.

Former Haryana Congress chief Ashok Tanwar and JJP leader Dushyant Chautala
at a press conference in Delhi on Wednesday. Anil Sharma

According to a press note released by the
JJP, Tanwar said the Congress will become the
“third party” in the state and “face the wrath
of people due to arrogant leaders”.

Dushyant said Tanwar is a “grassroots”
leader with a mass appeal and his support
will benefit the JJP. He added that Tanwar’s
support to the JJP is not limited to the
Assembly elections, but will continue.

The JJP leader said Tanwar will be ad-
dressing dozens of rallies in support of JJP till
October 19.

Soon after the announcement, the two
went to address a rally at Hathin to extend

Clean water on voters’

minds, missing in poll campaign

SRINATHRAO
BHANDARA,OCTOBER 16

RESIDENTS in Maharashtra’s Bhandara Asse-
mbly segment have a word for the water that
sometimes flows out of their taps during the
monsoon — “Coca Cola”. This blackish fluid
pouring out of old pipelines has fuelled an ex-
ponential demand for RO (reverse osmosis)
water in the area over the past four years.
Nearly 30 privately-run RO plants dot this
city with a population of nearly a lakh. They
sell 20-litre water jars for Rs 5 and charge
Rs 25-Rs 30 for the same volume of cold water.
Kiran Chopekar, who runs one such plant,
says the capital investment is not huge. His
shop comprises two large tanks — one process-
ing water at room temperature and the other
cold water — and a series of pipes. Residents
line up at the shop daily with plastic jars. When
the shop shuts, those in need of water get it
from the water ATM fitted beside the door.
Atul Algave, who runs a granite store at
Nagour Naka, says there is no option but to use
treated water. “The water supplied by the mu-
nicipal council is not fit to drink or bathe in.
Before customers step into my shop, they al-
ways ask if I have RO water inside,” he says.
Over the past five years, Bhandara hasbeen
pushed into using RO systems as the water in
Wiaingangariver,on whose banksitis situated,
is highly polluted. Toxicindustrial effluents and

Groundwater
level sees adip

THE MUSHROOMING of RO plants
has resulted in a gradual dip in the
groundwater level at Bhandara. The
district administration, which now
has to dig steadily deeper for
borewells, admits that local supply
could dry up unless those operating
RO plants return excess water back
into the ground.

sewage flow down the Nag river in Nagpur,
which then joins the Wainganga.

While the Nagpur Municipal Corporation
(NMC) has proposed to undertake a massive
operation to clean up the Nag river, those living
on the banks of the Wainganga have been de-
manding a swift solution to the crisis.

Local residents have seized the business
opportunity provided by the demand for clean

water. Each of Bhandara's 33 administrative
wards has at least three privately-run RO
plants, says Surender Makode. The 40-year-
old, who runs four plants, says, “In Bhandara,
we are now so used to drinking RO water that
we cannot drink any other kind. If we do, we
immediately catch a cold.”

Theissue, however, has not been addressed
by any of the candidates in the fray for the
Bhandara Assembly seat. “No candidate has
spoken about resolving the issue. Had a water
supply problem of this magnitude taken place
inany other city, people would have come out
on the streets in protest,” says Makode.

The municipal council has opened RO pla-
nts and set up water treatment plants. It has
also started building new underground pipe-
lines. “These pipelines were built during the
British rule. Whena crack developsinany pipe,
water mixes with the earth and dirty water po-
ursout,” says Prashant Ganveer, Junior Engineer
with the city water supply department.

Zilla parishad member and BJP candidate
Arvind Bhaladhare says people in everylocal-
ity he visited during canvassing have de-
manded a solution to the water crisis. “People
need to understand that a project of this scale
takes time to execute,” he says. A key opponent
to Bhaladhare is Narendra Bhondekar, who
quit the Shiv Sena after being denied a ticket
and is now contesting as an Independent.

Sitting MLA, BJP’'s Ramchandra Avsare, did
not get a ticket this time.

support to the local JJP candidate.

Later in the day, Tanwar and his wife
Avantika met senior INLD leader Abhay
Chautala in Sirsa to announce his support to
him in Ellenabad constituency. Abhay, in
turn, invited Tanwar for an INLD rally.

Tanwar told local journalists that his de-
cision to support the JJP is aimed at keeping
the BJP out of power, adding that he would
support the winnable candidates of the JJP
and the INLD.

“The comrades who were with me dur-
ing the days of struggle in the Congress will
also get my support,” he said.
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HOW HOODA BASTION VOTED

GARHI SAMPLA-KILOI
(in Rohtak LS constituency)

2014 LS: DEEPENDERHOODA, CONG, WON

Candidate

Deepender Hooda
Shamsher Singh Kharkara
Om Parkash Dhankar

2014 ASSEMBLY
Candidate

Bhupinder Singh Hooda
Satish Kumar Nandal
Dharamvir Hooda

IN GARHI SAMPLA-KILOI SEGMENT
2019LS: ARVIND SHARMA, BJP, WON
Deepender Hooda

Arvind Sharma

Kishan Lal Panchal

(from Haryana) in Lok Sabha, and INLD was
nowhere. In Assembly elections months later,
it got 32 seats...looks like the Congress will
form the government with absolute majority
(after October 21 polling).”

From Jassia, he moves to Kiloi, about 14
km away. As Hooda is about to reach Kiloi,
his PSO calls and says that former state
Congress chief Ashok Tanwar has backed
Dushyant Chautala and his JJP, an offshoot of
the INLD. “A press conference is going on in
New Delhi,” he is informed.

Anunfazed Hooda says, “Whatimpact will
it make? Nothing. A person who has resigned
from the party membership is free to go any-
where and support anyone.”

Party Votes polled
Cong 82,564
INLD 19,559
BJP 18,671
Party Votes polled
Cong 80,693
INLD 33,508
BJP 22,101
Cong 92,606
BJP 46,881
BSP 3,891

At Kiloi, Hooda is welcomed by a huge
group of youths. As the convoy passes through
the tiny paved lanes of the village, he says, “I
got made all these roads. What has the BJP
done for these villagers?”

Alarge number of women line up on both
sides of the narrow lane to greet him. Asked
their choice of candidate, they reply promptly:
“yo khada saamne (there, heis standing in front
of you).” And why not Modi or Khattar? Their
reply — “why should we vote for a Punjabi?
Apna toh apna hi hove hai(our own, after all, is
ours)” —reveals how people in rural Haryana
are still more connected with their leaders on
caste equations. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

‘I CM has done a great
job, why must PM come
for 10 or more rallies’

NCP MP from Baramati SUPRIYA SULE
speaks to ANURADHA MASCARENHAS on
the poll prospects of the Cong-NCP alliance
and the ED summons to party leader Praful
Patel. Excerpts

Praful Patel has been summoned by the
ED. Even Sharad Pawar has been named
in an ED case. Your comments?

Itis unfortunate and has left abad taste in

the mouth. Look at the timing of all the alle-
gations... itis pretty evident that
there is complete vindictiveness.
Nobody can take Sharad Pawar’s
work away from him. As for
Praful Patel, he has addressed a
40-minute press conference
denying the charges... They will
harass us, trouble us, but we will
fight back.

Despite Sharad Pawar being
the driving force of NCP, several party
leaders have joined BJP

The whole point is that a lot of people
who left us did so out of panic and selfish rea-
sons. Unfortunately, politics is no longer
about views and issues, but related to bank,
factoryissues.....it is unfortunate that politics
has come down to this level.

You have said the Chief Minister
(Devendra Fadnavis) is a translator who
translates from Marathi to Hindi

whatever Prime Minister Narendra Modi
does at the Centre

My question to the Chief Minister is, if you
have done a great job and there is no oppo-
nent here, then why PM Narendra Modi has
to come to the state to attend 10 or more ral-
lies, Union Home Minister Amit Shah an-
other 20-odd rallies and other top BJP lead-
ers like Rajnath Singh, Smrriti Irani? Why do
you need so many tuition teachers when you
have studied and done so well.

Which are the key
constituencies where the
Cong-NCP alliance is hoping
for a comeback?
[ won'’t specify, but the NCP-
Congress alliance will do well.
The campaign has gathered mo-
mentum and people on the field
are getting a good feedback. Poll
issues change in a state election,
localissues are taken up.... there are issues like
farmer suicides, lack of jobs and poor condi-
tion of roads.

BJP chief Amit Shah made Baramatia
focus area during the Lok Sabha poll
campaign. What is the scene now?

The BJP putits entire might against me in
the Lok Sabha elections. They pitched an
MLA’s wife against me. [ was teasing dada
(Ajit Pawar) that I was envious because the
BJP has fielded a weak candidate against him.

Family first: BJP mayor seeks votes
for mother-in-law — the NCP pick

MAYURA JANWALKAR
ULHASNAGAR,OCTOBER 16

IN THE battle for the Ulhasnagar Assembly
seat in Maharashtra, family ties have pre-
vailed over party affiliations.

The NCP has fielded sitting MLA Jyoti
Kalani, who is the wife of former MLA Pappu
Kalani, currently serving life imprisonment
in a murder case. Among those canvassing
for Jyotiis her daughter-in-law Pancham, the
BJP mayor of Ulhasnagar Municipal Corpor-
ation (UMC).

The BJP has fielded Kumar Ailani, a political
rival of four-time MLA Pappu Kalani.

Jyoti is confident of victory and says she,
her son Omie and daughter-in-law Pancham
are working as a family to ensure her win.

Pancham, the third in the politically influ-
ential family to hold the Ulhasnagar mayor’s
post, is unapologetic about seeking votes for
the NCP. “We were promised a ticket from
Ulhasnagar two hours before the BJP an-
nounced its candidate. We had a meeting with
CM sir on September 20 and he told my hus-
band that they cannot give a ticket to the sit-
ting MLA so they will give it to me sincelamal-
ready a BJP corporator and mayor. Omie agreed
because it would still be in the family. When
we did not get the ticket, we felt cheated.”

She said that when she was being consid-
ered as the BJP candidate, Jyoti had resigned

NCP candidate Jyoti Kalani canvasses
in Ulhasnagar. Narendra Vaskar

from NCP. “It is now my duty to stand by her.
We don't look at the party. We work as a fam-
ily..we can’tjustleave our seatandsitathome,”
said Pancham. She is aware of the conse-
quences. “I have been treated like an outsider
andIambeing threatened with show cause no-
tices. If necessary, I will resign from the party”

On a warm Wednesday afternoon, Jyoti is
meeting a group of Sindhi businessmen and
lawyers. They listen intently before one of them
assures, “Don’t worry. We will support you.”

Ulhasnagar has flourished as a town of
Sindhi migrants who moved to the town in
Thane district after Partition.

New Delhi

According to information available with
the UMC, Ulhasnagar, originally known as
Kalyan Military transit camp, was especially
set up to accommodate soldiers and others
during World War Il The camp was deserted at
the end of the war and came to be inhabited
by Partition victims, mostly Sindhis, who
moved into the town for a fresh start.

The constituency has about 2.30 lakh reg-
istered voters, with Sindhis and Marathis as
the major groups.

In 2014, Jyoti defeated Ailani, a former MILA,
by a slim margin of 1,863 votes.

“The BJP’s issues like (dilution of) Section
370in Kashmir don’t resonate with voters here.
They are worried about the economic slow-
down and their suffering businesses and ris-
ing costs,” says Jyoti.

Thane BJPin-charge Ravindra Chavan said,
“We have already taken action against them
(Pancham). We have issued them a notice. She
may be campaigning because her mother-in-
law is contesting the election but this is con-
trary to the party interest. We will take action
as per therules.”

“We did not know that they would do
something like this. They had sought a BJP
ticket. There were seven-eight aspirants. Out
of them, Kumar Ailani was given the ticket.
Only one candidate could have been chosen
and the parliamentary board chose Ailani. The
BJP, Shiv Sena and RPI are doing their best to
ensure that Ailani wins. We are confident.”
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No footage

of Babri
demolition:
TV guidelines

New Delhi: News chan-
nels must neither show
any footage of the demo-
lition of Babri Masjid nor
broadcast any visuals of
celebrations or protests
on the issue of the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya, ac-
cording to guidelines is-
sued on Wednesday by
the News Broadcasting
Standards Authority, a
self-regulatory organisa-
tion for television news.
The NBSAissued nine
specific guidelines on the
“Ayodhya matter”, keep-
ingin mind the “sensitive
nature” of the issue, and
asked all editors part of
the organisation, inan ad-
visory, to ensure these are
followed by all news
channels, besides the
Code of Ethics and
Broadcasting Standards.
The NBSA advisory
stated, “The reporting of
the Ayodhyaissue...isone
in which extra care and
caution needs to be exer-
cised to ensure that the
telecast of any news relat-
ing to it should not be
sensational, inflamma-
tory or provocative.” ENS

No leave for
UP field
officials till
November 30

Lucknow: The UP govern-
ment on Wednesday is-
sued an order saying offi-
cials on “field duty” will
not be granted leave till
November 30. The in-
structions come on the
last day of the Supreme
Court hearing in the
Ayodhya land dispute
case. The official order,
however, attributed the
decision to the festive sea-
son. Officials considered
tobe on field duty include
police officers posted at
the district and lower lev-
els, as well as district
magistrates.

In the order,
Additional Chief
Secretary Mukul Singhal
said the government de-
cided that in view of the
coming festival season, no
official should be granted
leave, unless in the most
unavoidable circum-
stances, till November 30.
The order also directed of-
ficials to remain present
at their respective head-
quarters. PTI
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Now, Bench will write its ruling

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

THE BENCH: Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, Justice S A Bobde, Justice D Y Chandrachud, Justice Ashok Bhushan, Justice S A Nazeer

As the five-judge Constitution Bench concludes the 40-day hearings on appeals,
Ananthakrishnan G summarises the key arguments and SC's observations

UP SUNNI CENTRAL WAQF BOARD

RAMLALLA VIRAJMAN

M Material unearthed by ASI
points to presence of a “massive
structure with features distinc-
tive of a temple” beneath the
ground on which the Babri
Masjid stood. A significant dis-
covery is a “pranala” — a dis-
charge outlet attached to the
sanctum sanctorum in Hindu
temples — on the northern wall
of the structure.

M ASI report establishes that
Babri Masjid was not built on va-
cant or agricultural land, but on
land on which a “massive struc-
ture”, dating back to at least 2nd
Century BC, stood.

M History books establish there
was a temple. It is the unshake-
able faith of believers that this is
the birthplace of Ram. That itself
is the greatest evidence.

M Both Hindus and Muslims
consider Ayodhya as the birth-
place of Ram and there is no dif-
ference of opinion regarding
this.

M The birthplace of Ram too is a
juristic person and there are
judgments which show that
something which is not in idol
form canalso be a juristic person.
God s all-pervading, so the man-
ifestation of the divinity is also
worshipped. The whole of
Ayodhyais divine for Hindus and
therefore everything connected
toitis a juristic person.

NIRMOHI AKHARA

B We were in possession of in-
ner courtyard and Ram
Janmasthan for hundreds of
years. Outer courtyard having
‘Sita Rasof’, ‘Chabutra’, ‘Bhandar
Grah’ was in our possession,
never part of dispute in any case.
M Our suit was filed within the
period of limitation. We are
seeking rights to management
and possession of the area.

M Allahabad HC held the dis-
puted site is deity. If that is so,
awarding joint possession is bad
inlaw.

B Accounts of foreign travellers
and historians establish beyond
doubt the location of Ram
Janmabhoomi, and that the
temple there was demolished
to make way for the Babri
Masjid.

M Inscriptions on a stone slab
“recovered” from the rubble of
the demolished Babri Masjid
pointed to existence of a 12th
Century Vishnu temple.

M Divinity of Ram Janmabhoomi
was not lost, though the Babri
Masjid was built over the tem-
ple which pre-dated it, hence
nobody can claim title over the
site by adverse possession.

B Lime-surkhi mixture as
building material was used in
India much before the arrival
of Muslims, and its presence
on a 50-metre long wall, dis-
covered beneath the disputed
structure, does not indicate
that the wall was an Islamic
structure.

W Adistrict courtin Faizabad had
concluded in 1886 that a
mosque was built on land con-
sidered holy by the Hindus in
Ayodhya, and it was for the
Muslim side to show that this
finding was wrong.

M Examining historic rulership
and legitimacy of actions of em-
perors like Babur and
Aurangazeb will open a pan-
dora’s box.

M Archaeological Survey of India
report at best an “opinion” and
“cannot be accepted as evi-
dence” to decide the case.

M Lime-surkhi was brought to
India during the Islamic period
and its traces on the wall show it
was part of an Idgah.

M Alleged placing of idols of
Hindu deities in the central
dome of the Babri Masjid on the
intervening night of December
22-23,1949, was a planned, sur-
reptitious attack and an illegal
usurpation.

M Some photographs of 1950
show “Allah” was inscribed on
the inside walls of the masjid in
Arabic calligraphy.

M There were idols of Hindu
deities in the Ram Chabutra, but
Hindus did not have title over the
place, only the right to pray.

M Babri Masjid was used for
prayers by Muslims even after
the 1934 communal riots which
damaged a part of it.

M Babri Masjid had an Imam
who led the prayers and a
Muezzin who recited the
Azaan.

M Concept of Ram birthplace
treated as a juristic person was

AYODHYA
HEARING

“invented in 1989” for the pur-
pose of the suit filed by Ramlalla
Virajman that year.

B Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas has
no locus standi in the matter, nor
canitbe party to any suit. Suit by
Ramlalla Virajman was only a
“socio-political vehicle” for Nyas,
which was created in December
1985.

M Disputed premises has always
been a mosque, since the day it
was constructed.

M No evidence of demolition of
atemple, gazetteers relied on by
the temple side to prove their
case not authentic proof of his-
tory.

B High Court did not consider re-
port of four historians which re-
jected claims that the site was
the birthplace of Ram.

B The demolished (Babri Masjid)
building belonged to us... the
right to reconstruct it also be-
longs to us. Nobody else has the
right.

SUPREME COURT’S OBSERVATIONS

M Has a question like the present
one (on the birth of Ram) been
raised about the birth of a
prophet or whether Jesus was
born in Bethlehem, in any court
anywhere in the world?

M The presence of the Chabutra
in close proximity with the iron
railings put up by the British
post-1855, to separate the Babri

J&K govt revokes PSA
against Shopian minor

Family had
challenged
detention under
PSA in J&K HC

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 16

THE JAMMU and Kashmir gov-
ernment has informed the High
Court that it has revoked the
Public Safety Act (PSA) slapped
against a minor from South
Kashmir’s Shopian district.

The boy’s family had chal-
lenged his detention under the
PSA in the J&K High Court. With
this, the J&K government has re-
voked the PSAin all the four cases
where the families had ap-
proached the High Court and said
those detained were minors.

In its dossier on the boy, the
Shopian Police had mentioned
his age as “20 years”. However,
the judicial inquiry ordered by
the J&K HC in September, con-
cluded that he was 14 years old.

After submitting a habeas
corpus petition, the boy’s family
members had submitted a
school certificate stating that he
Was a minor.

On September 25, Justice Ali
Mohammad Magrey had asked
the Registrar Judicial, HC, to con-
duct an inquiry and “take such

evidence as may be necessary to
determine the age of applicant
detenue”. The court had said the
inquiry should be completed
within 10 days.

The report submitted by the
Registrar Judicial said: “To sumup
all the statements, especially of
principal, Maktaba Islamia High
School, paternal uncle and
brother of the petitioner detenu,
as well as the documents brought
by the principal, Maktaba Islamia
High School, Shopian, the age of
petitioner detenu, as on
10.08.2019, comes to about 14
years, 04 months and 25 days.”

The police had said that the
boy “has close liaison and friend-
ship with active militants”. “You
used to assist both these mili-
tants in letter and spirit... You not
only indulge in stone-pelting but
instigate others to follow suit. As
such, you continuously, without
rhyme or reason, turn youths to
stone pelting,” it had said while
giving its grounds for detention.
It had listed four cases against
him — three registered in 2019,
and one in 2018.

Denying that the boy was in-
volved in stone-pelting, his fam-
ily said he worked as a baker and
was the only earning member. His
sister said since they couldn’t af-
ford to travel to meet the boy, who
islodgedinajail outside the Valley.

Shopian SP  Sandeep
Chaudhary could not be con-
tacted.

HC: Give
legal aid if
necessary

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 16

THE J&K High Court on
Wednesday directed that legal
aid should be provided, “wher-
ever necessary”, to those de-
tained under the PSA.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice
Rashid Ali Dar gave the direction
while hearing a PIL filed by sen-
ior advocate Syed Tasaduque
Hussain. Hussain said many de-
tained under the PSA are from
poor families and don’t have the
resources to engage a lawyer. He
also said that many families
could not travel to meet their rel-
atives detained outside the state.
He said the government should
provide legal assistance in such
cases.

Granting his plea, Chief
Justice Gita Mittal issued direc-
tions that legal aid be provided
to those detained “wherever
necessary”.

Hussain has also challenged
the constitutional validity of the
J&K PSA, and asked the court to
scrapit. The case has been listed
for November 6.

Masjid from outer courtyard,
assumes significance.

M It is very difficult for the Uttar
Pradesh Sunni Waqf Board
to question the belief of the
Hindu community in Ram’s
birthplace, given that even a
Muslim witness had attested
to the significance of Ayodhya
for them.

B Archaeological Survey of
India’s report not just an opinion,
but expert opinion and will have
to be given due weightage.

M Oral evidence on record that
there was anidol at the “garbha-
griha” (sanctum sanctorum) be-
low the central dome of the
Masjid even prior to 1949, and
that Hindus had prayed to it.

An Army jawan during the encounter, in Anantnag. ANI

Three LeT militants
killed in Anantnag

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 16

THREE MILITANTS affiliated to
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) were
killed during an operation by
joint forces in South Kashmir’s
Anantnag district on
Wednesday.

Police officers said a cordon-
and-search operation was
launched at Pazalpora, Bijbehara
in Anantnag. Around 5 am, mil-
itants fired at the security forces,
triggering an encounter.

Kashmir Police said on
Twitter that three militants were
killed in the encounter. The slain
militants were identified as Nasir
Chadru, Aqib Hajam and Zahid
Hussain.

“Affiliated with proscribed

terror outfit LeT. Involved in ter-
ror crimes as per police records.
Arms and ammunition recov-
ered. Case registered,” police
tweeted on Wednesday
evening.

J&K Police stated in a release
on Wednesday that DGP Dilbag
Singh visited Anantnag to com-
mend the police personnel and
security forces for the successful
operation in Bijbehara.

The operation was the firstin
South Kashmir after mobile
phone services returned to the
Valley.

On October 8, two militants
of the LeT were killed in the first
encounter between militants
and security forces in south
Kashmir since the Centre’s deci-
sion to scrap J&K’s special status
on August 5.

Drama in SC;
Dhavan tears
‘birthplace’ map

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

UNPRECEDENTED SCENES were
witnessed in the Supreme Court
Wednesday, in the final hours of
the Ayodhya hearings, when sen-
ior advocate Rajeev Dhavan, ap-
pearing for the UP Sunni Central
Waqf Board, tore a map provided
by a Hindu party.

This happened following an
argument between Dhavan and
senior advocate Vikas Singh who
was representing the All India
Hindu Mahasabha. Singh wanted
the court to take on record abook
Ayodhya Revisited,authored by re-
tired IPS officer Kunal Kishore.
Dhavan objected, saying the book
was not part of the records before
the Allahabad HC and it was not
open to the other side to produce
fresh evidence. Following an ar-
gument, Singh agreed not to sub-
mit the book. But he asked the
bench to look at a map which, he
said, showed Ram’s birthplace. He
said this map was also part of the
records before the HC.

This infuriated Dhavan who
asked CJIRanjan Gogoi if he could
throw it away. The (JIsaid he could
tear it if he so wished. Dhavan
promptly tore the map into pieces,
atwhich Singhsaid “yeah, shredit
further”. When there were more
interruptions, the (JIsaid itwould
beimpossible to continue and the
benchwould riseif the parties did-
n'tbehave.

During the post-lunch session,
Dhavan told the bench: “Thereisa
controversy that I tore papers in
the court on my own... I think I
asked if I can throw it away, and
(Jitold mel cantearitifIwant.So
[toreit”.

The CJI had a smile when he
replied: “Yes, you are right... you
cansay the CJItold Mr Dhavan that
if it's tearable, you can.”
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WHEN IT BEGAN

In Ayodhya, Wednesday. P11

possession of the site

1885: Faizabad district
courtrejects plea of
Mahant Raghubir Das to
build a canopy outside
the Babri Masjid

1949: Idols of Ramlalla
placed under central
dome

1959: Nirmohi Akhara
files suit seeking
possession of the site

1981: UP Sunni Central
Wagqf Board files suit for

1986: Local court orders the government to open the site

for Hindu worshippers

1989: Allahabad High Court orders maintenance of status

quo at the site

DEC 6, 1992: Babri Masjid demolished

1993: ‘Acquisition of Certain Area at Ayodhya Act’ passed
for acquiring land of the disputed area by the Centre

2002: High Court begins hearing on determining who

owns the disputed site

2003: SC says no religious activity of any nature be

allowed at the acquired land

2010: In a 2:1 majority, the High Court rules three-way
division of the disputed area between Sunni Waqf Board,

Nirmohi Akhara and Ramlalla

2011: SCstays High Court’s verdict

2017: Supreme Court constitutes three-judge bench to hear
pleas challenging the verdict of the Allahabad High Court

SEP 27,2018: SC declines to refer the case to a five-judge

Constitution bench

DEC 24, 2018: SC decides to take up petitions for hearing

on January4, 2019

THIS YEAR

Outside SC. File

JAN 8,2019:SCsetsupa
five-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Chief
Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi and comprising
JusticesSABobde, NV
Ramana,UU LalitandDY
Chandrachud

JAN 10: Justice U U Lalit
recuses

JAN 25: SCreconstitutes 5-member Constitution Bench
comprising CJI Ranjan Gogoi and JusticesSABobde, DY
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and S A Nazeer

JAN 29: Centre moves SC seeking permission to return
the 67-acre acquired land around the disputed site to

original owners

MAR 8: SCrefers the dispute for mediation by a panel
headed by former apex court judge F M I Kallifulla

APR 9: Nirmohi Akhara opposes Centre’s plea to return
acquired land around Ayodhya site to owners

MAY 9: The three-member mediation committee
submits interim report to the SC

JUL 18: SC allows mediation process to continue, seeks

outcome report by Aug 1

AUG 1: Report of mediation submitted in sealed cover to SC
AUG 6: SC commences day-to-day hearing on the land

dispute

OCT 4: SCsays it will wrap up hearing on October 17
OCT 16: SC concludes hearing; reserves order

Source: PTI

Day after, J&K releases 13
women held during protest

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 16

A DAY after they were arrested
for trying to stage a silent sit-in
in Srinagar to protest against the
Centre’s decision to revoke spe-
cial status to Jammu and
Kashmir, the J&K administration
on Wednesday released 13
prominent women from the
Valley, including the sister and
daughter of Lok Sabha MP and
former chief minister Farooq
Abdullah.

After more than 30 hours in
Srinagar’s Central Jail, the ac-
tivists were released after they
signed a mandatory bond assur-
ing that they would “not commit
breach of peace”.

“Yesterday they asked us to
sign a bond to apologise (for the
protest). We refused,” said
Muslim Jan, retired editor of
Kashmir University students’
newspaper who was among
those arrested.

With Srinagar Central Jail
running short of space, they
were locked up in aroomin the
jail's new administrative block.

The arrested people included
National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah'’s sister Suraya
and daughter Safiya Abdullah.
Among the others arrested are
Delhi-based activist and head of
Centre for Dialogue and
Reconciliation Sushoba Bharve,
academic Hawa Bashir, who is

Farooq Abdullah’s sister and daughter were among the 13
women who were arrested. Express file

wife of former Chief Justice of
J&K High Court Bashir Ahmad
Khan, and activist Qurat-ul-Ain.

The police did not register an
FIR; they were arrested under
Section 107 of CrPC for defying
prohibitory orders under CrPC
Section 144.

“We wanted to send out a
message with this protest — that
people of J&K are not happy with
the abrogation of special status
to the state — and we have been
successful in sending that out,”
one of the women said.

In a statement issued at the
time of their arrest, they had said
that they are individuals from dif-
ferent fields and “disapprove of
the unilateral decision taken by
the government to revoke Article
370, 35A and downgrade and
split the state of Jammu and
Kashmir.... We feel betrayed, hu-
miliated and violated as people...”

Hawa Bashir’s son, actor

New Delhi

Aamir Bashir, told The Indian
Express earlier in the day in
Mumbai that even though he
was proud of his mother and his
aunts, who were arrested, he
was worried since they are old
and frail. “At the same time, I
know thousands of people are in
aworse condition, or in a condi-
tion that we don’t even know
about. Their family members
don’t know where they have
been taken. Compared to them,
my mother comes from a privi-
leged background.... Solcan’t say
my mother is suffering (but) my
mother is asthmatic, suffers
from arthritis and both her knees
were replaced. My elder aunt has
cardiac ailment.”

He also said, “My mother had
called me while she was being
taken to the jail. When I ex-
pressed my concerns, she
laughed it off.”

WITHENS, MUMBAI
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PERSONAL

I, Anshika Agarwal W/O
Sandeep Sharma, R/0O-
Flat.N0.1109, Gaur Heights,
Sector 4, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010, have
Changed My Name To Anshika
Sharma. 0040515944-4

Itis for general information that
I, Sandeepa Dhingeya W/o
Praveen Kumar R/0-9/3160 Gali
No.4, Dharampura Gandhi
Nagar Delhi-31, inform that
name of mine hasbeen wrongly
written as Sandeepainmy
minor son Vasu(14-Years) &
minor daughter Ridhima(10-
Years) & Hansika(10-Years)
Birth Certificate & My Voter ID.
The actual name of mineis
Sandeepa Dhingeya which may
be amended accordingly.

0040516224-1

I, Amarpreet Kaur W/o Davinder
Singh Bindra R/0-D-228,Sector-
47 Noida-201301.,in my
passport,my husband nameis
wrongly,mentioned as
Davinder Singh but,correct
name is Davinder Singh Bindra.

0040516261-1

I, hitherto known as SUNITA
DEVID/o CHANDRA SHEKHAR,
W/o0 BR1J BHUSHAN SHUKLA
residing at H.No-B-696, S.S.
Public School, Sangam Vihar,
Mehrauli, Delhi-110062 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SUMAN
SHUKLA. 0040516185-1

l,Sandeep Vashist S/o
Sh.Rajinder Prasad R/o-
House.No0.702, VPO-Jharsa,New
Unitech Cyber Park,Sector-
39,Gurugram,Haryana,have
changed my name to Sandeep
Vashisht for all future purpose.

0040516261-5

I, Vijay Veer Singh, Son of (Late)
ShriChhote Lal Rana, resident
of SP-15 A WAC(U) Subroto Park
Delhi Cantt-110010 have
changed my Name from Vijay
Veer Singh to Vijay Veer Singh
Ranavide Affidavit No. IN-
DL56114004445941R DATED
16/09/2019 at Delhi Cantt.

0070678973-1

I, Vijay Kumar S/0 Amar Singh
R/0 D-1¢,62-B, Janakpuri, New
Delhi-110058. Changed My
Name To Vijay Kumar
Mankotia. 0040516299-8

I, TENZIN KYIZOM SHERPA D/o
Mr.Sonam Dorjee R/0-93, lInd-
floor, Humayunpur-Village,
Safdarjung-Enclave, New-
Delhi-110029,have changed my
name,from TENZIN KYIZOM
SHERPA to TENZIN KYIZOM,for
all purposes. 0040516299-2

I, Tausif Khan s/o Imtiyaz Khan
H.No-254, Dabauli, West Kanpur
Nagar, U.P-208022 have
changed my name to Tousif
Khan Permanently.

0040516234-4

I, Surjeet Singh Nagar S/o Shadi
Ram Nagar R/0-150-B,
HariNagar, Ashram, Shri.SHiv-
Kutia-Mandir, Jangpura, Delhi-
110014. changed my name to
Sirjeet Singh Nagar.

0040516246-3

I, Sushma Rani W/0O Rakesh
Yadav R/0 9, Daulatpur Delhi
110043 have changed my name
toSushma 0070678976-1

I, Sudhir Agarwal S/O Uggar
Sain Agarwal R/0 64,Top-Floor,
Engineers Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034. Changed My
Name To Sudhir Kumar
Agarwal. 0040516246-9

I, Shakur S/O Riyast Hussan R/O
Shanti Farm Vill- Chandan
Hula, Mehrauli, New Delhi-
110030 Have Change My Name
To Sakur. 0040516246-6

I, Shubham S/o0 Suresh Kumar
R/0 F-156, First Floor, Vijay
Vihar, Rohini Phase-Il, Delhi
Changed Name to Shubham
Aggarwal. 0040516234-3

I, Seema Luhera W/o Shiv
Narayan R/o H.N0.8480, Arya
Nagar, Pahar GanjDelhi-110055
have changed my nameto
Seema. 0040516192-1

I, SarfrazS/O Mohd Arif H.No-15,
Rashid-Market Extn, Krishna-
Nagar, Delhi-110051.Changed
My Name To Mohammad
Shahfraz Kazamir.

0040516299-5

I, Ruhina Parveen Choudhry
W/0 Tayyab Chaudhary R/O-H-
49/14, Galib Appt, 3rd Floor,
Batla House, Jamia Nagar,
Okhla, New Delhi-110025.
changed My Name To Ruhina
Parveen. 0040516299-9

I, Ritu Lumba D/o-Late
Col.Dholpat Rai Suri W/o
Lt.Col.Harnarindar Singh R/o-
D-327 Defence-Colony, New-
Delhi-110024,have changed my
name to Ritu Singh.for all
future purposes. 0040516299-1

I, Ritika Kumari D/o. Sh. Bantoo
Singh R/0.C-99, Bindapur,
Pocket-4, J.J. Colony, Chanakya
Place, New Delhi-110059 have
changed my Name to Ritika

0040516203-1

I, Renu Gupta W/0-Vishal Gupta
R/0-209 Sukhdev-Vihar New-
Delhi-110025, have changed my
name to Renu Jaiswal.,for all
purposes. 0040516263-4

I, Raman s/o-Krishan Kumar
R/0-Plot.No-15/16, T/F, Front-
Side LHS R.K-Block, Gali.No-21,
Mohan-Garden, Uttam-Nagar,
Delhi-110059.,have changed my
name to Raman Upadyay
Permanently. 0040516299-4

I, Hitherto known as Pooja
Barsaley W/o Mithun Barsaley
R/0-J-2/9C Near Radha Madhav
Mandir, Krishna Nagar Delhi-
110051, have changed my name
& shall hereafter be known as
Prerna Barsaley. 0040516224-2

I, Rajwathi W/o Mam Chand R/0
A-178, B-Block, Jai Vihar
Colony, Dichaun Kalan, South
West Delhi-110043, have
changed my name from
Rajwathito Raj Wati Devi vide
Affidavit dated 15.10.2019
before NCT Delhi.

0040516189-1

l, Zulfigar R/0 C-81 GaliNo.11/6
C - Block Chauhan Banger Delhi
110053 have changed my name
to Mohammed Zulfigar

0070678971-1

I, Rajni Agarwal W/0 Vikash
Garg X-3368 GaliNo-2
Raghubar-Pura No2 Gandhi-
Nagar Delhi 110031, CHANGED
My Name To Sapna Garg.

0040516234-9

I, Praveen Chawla s/o Sh
Ramesh Chawla, R/O E-82, 3rd
Floor, Gali No. 6, South Anarkali
Extension,New Delhi 110051,
have changed my name to
Pravin Chawla for all future
purposes and Praveen Chawla
and Pravin Chawla are the
name of same and one person.

0040516245-1

I, Payal Mishra D/o Ram Krishan
Mishra R/0-C-803, Pristine-
Avenue Geotech Gaur City-2,
Greater-Noida West, UP-201009
have changed my nameto
Payal Singh. 0040516263-2

I, Nibedita Mishra W/O
Nigamananda Satapathy,R/O-
Plot.No 41, Flat.No.Gf-1,
NitiKkhand-1, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, U.P.201014,
changed My Name To Nibedita
Satapathy. 0040516309-2

I, NeerajS/o Dharam Pal Singh
R/0-1/3032, Indira-Pyao Wali-
Gali, Ram Nagar Extn., Delhi-
110032. have changed my name
to Neeraj Choudhary.

0040516246-2

I, Neelam Rani W/O Sudhir
Kumar R/0 Khno.1155, Kushak
No.02, Streetno.02, Village
Kadipur, Delhi-110036.
Changed My Name To Neelam
Chauhan. 0040516246-8

I, Neelam Rani W/0O Sudhir
Kumar R/0 Khno.1155, Kushak
No.02, Streetno.02, Village
Kadipur, Delhi-110036.
Changed My Name To Neelam
Chauhan. 0040516234-8

I, Nand Kishor S/o Omprakash
SharmaR/o RZ-B-29-A, Roshan
Vihar, Nazafgarh, New Delhi-
110043, have changed my name
from Nand Kishor to Nand
Kishor Sharma vide Affidavit
dated 15.10.2019 before NCT
Delhi. 0040516189-2

I, Muskan Naudiyal D/o
Sh.Bishwa Prakash Nauriyal
R/0-D-36/746, Chhatterpur
Pahari, 100-Foot Road,
Chhatterpur, New Delhi-
110074,have Changed My name
to Muskan Nauriyal

0040516195-1

I, Mukti Bhardwaj Soti D\o
Ishwar Chander Bhardwaj R/o
A-50, Gulmohar Park New
Delhi-110049, have changed my
name to Mukti Bhardwaj for all
Future Purposes. 0040516209-1

I, Mohd Ovais S/o0 Mohd Nasir
R/0 1230 Rakab Ganj, Behind
Delite Cinema, Darya Ganj
Delhi-110002 have changed my
name to Mohd Owais for all
purposes. 0040516197-1

I, Mohammed Sulaiman S/0 Md
JanR/0-C-2/18, Safdarjung
Development Area, Hauz-Khas,
N.Delhi-110016 Have Change
My Name To HafizMohammed
Suleman. 0040516246-7

I, MOHAMMAD ZAKI QURESHI
S/0 Mohammad Shafi R/o-C-
828,S/F,Gali.No.4, Chauhan-
Bangar, Delhi-110053,have
changed my name to pplicant’s
Name MOHAMMAD ZAKIl.for all
purposes. 0040516275-5

I, Lalit Kumar Marwah S/0 Shadi
Lal Marwah, flat.no-340,
Sector-5, DDA SFS-flats,
pocket-1, Dwarka, Delhi-
110075. Have changed my
minor son’s name from
Haradika Marwah to Hardik
Marwah. 0040516299-3

I, Kusum Lata, W/O Narendra
Kumar Gupta R/0 B-904,
Amrapali Apartment,Sector-3,
Vaishali,Ghaziabad-
201010,have changed my name
to Kusum Gupta for all
purposes. 0040516171-1

I, Kusum Lata W/0O Bal Ram R/O-
R-15,2nd-Floor, Inderpuri, New
Delhi-110012. Changed My
Name To Kusum Gupta.

0040516299-7

I, Javed Alam S/o Natthe Khan,
R/0-H.No.D-16, Gali.N0.25B,
Molarband-Extn.Badarpur,
Jaitpur, New Delhi-110044.have
changed my name to Javed
Alam,from Munna Khan,for all
purpose. 0040516275-2

I, Jasmeet Kaur Bedi D/o-
Harjinder Singh Bedi R/0-D-
12/58/1, Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my name
after marriage to Jasmeet Kaur
W/o-Harpreet Singh, for all
purposes. 0040516227-1

I, Harshita Misra D/O Amba Dutt
Misra R/0-52, Dayanand Vihar,
Delhi-110092.,changed My
Name To Harshita Mishra.

0040516299-6

IHarmeet Singh S/0 Raghbir
Singh Chawla R/0 (73A-&-73B)
Gurunanak Vihar, Nilothi-Extn.
Delhi-110041, Changed my
Name to Harmeet Singh
Chawla. 0040516234-7

I, Madhu Kumari changed my
name to Madhu Devi with
affidavit dated 14-Oct-19
Sworn before notary Madan Lal
Gupta, Delhi 0130012993-1

I, Gyasuddin Khan S/o Natthe
Khan R/0-R-87/B, Jogabai-Extn.
Jamia-Nagar, New Delhi-
110025.have changed my name
to Gyasuddin,from Genda
Khan,for all purpose.

0040516275-3

I, Gani Lal S/o Radhey Shah R/o
A-457, Mandawali Fazalpur,
Durga Marg, Delhi-110092,
inform that Dharm Kant and
GanilLalareoneand same
person,thatis me.

0040516230-1

I, Eidan Begam, W/0 Javed Alam
R/0-H.No.D-16, Gali.N0.25B,
Molarband-Extn.Badarpur,
Jaitpur, New Delhi-110044.have
changed my name to Eidan
Begam,from Jubeda Begam,for
all purpose. 0040516275-1

I, Dileep Singh S/O Harendra
Singh R/0-Rc-173, Bharat-
Nagar, Khora-Colony,
Ghaziabad, U.P.201001,
Changed My Name To Dilip
Singh. 0040516309-3

I, Ashish S/o Hansraj R/o C-170,
Camp No. 4, Jwalapuri, have
changed my name to Ashish
Sirowa for all purposes.

0040516202-1

I, Devansh R/0 13/c humayunpur
safdarjung enclave have
changed my name to Devansh
kumar 0070678974-1

I, Anju W/o Suresh Kumar R/0-
H.No.277, Ahir Mohalla,
Nangloi, Nilothi, Delhi-41, have
changed to my name Nehafor,
all Purposes. 0040516234-2

I, Anita Dalal W/o Vishesh
Kumar R/0-A-12, Nangal Dewat,
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi-
110070, have changed my name
to AnitaTokas.  0040516246-1

I, Anil Kumar Gupta S/O-
Rajeshwer Prasad Gupta, R/O-
Flat.No.A-550, Dharam-Vihar,
Plot.No-2, Sector-10, Dwarka,
N.Delhi-110075. Changed My
Name To Anil Kumar.

0040516309-1

I, Akhil S/0O-Raj Singh R/O-
Plot.No.69, Flat.No.Mg-4, Ved-
Enclave, Sector-5,Rajinder-
Nagar, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad,
U.P-201005, Changed My Name
To Akhil Singh. 0040516309-4

I, Ajeet Pal Son of Krishan
Pal,Resident-of SMQ 361/3 AIR-
Force Station-Rajokri, New-
Delhi, have changed my name
from Ajeet Pal to Ajit Pal vide-
affidavit dated-20/09/2019
before New-Delhi.

0040516299-10

I, Ajay Singh S/0 Onkar Chand
R/0-575 DDA Flats Pocket-13
Phase-1, Dwarka Delhi-
110045,have Changed My Name
from Ajay Singh to Ajay Singh
Pathaniafor all future
Purposes 0040516186-1

I, AZMAT NISHA JUMMO W/o
Mohammad Zaki R/0-C-828,
S/F, GaliNo.4, Chauhan-Bangar,
Delhi-110053,have changed my
name to AZMAT NISHA.for all
purposes. 0040516275-4

I hitherto known as Puran
Bahadur S/o-Bhuvan Lal R/O-
1523A/13,Second-Floor,
Gali.No-13,Govindpuri, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019 Have
Changed My Name and shall
hereafter be known as Puran
Tajpuriya. 0040516263-3

I, Kumari Ritu Singh W/o
Chandrakant Chauhan R/0 E-
122 Pandav Nagar Delhi-110092
have changed my name to Ritu
Singh. 0040516246-5

IVikas S/o Inderpal R/o Village
Kazipur, Post Office Ujwa New
Delhi 110073, have changed my
name to Sahil Yadav.

0040516223-3

I Sunil Kumar Arora S/0.Bal
Krishan AroraR/0.11/45B,
Tilak-Nagar, New Delhi-110018
have changed my nameto
Sunil Arora.,for all purposes.

0040516234-10

I Rita W/O. Sunil AroraR/0.11/45
B, Tilak-Nagar, New Delhi-
110018. have changed my name
to Rita Arora, for all purposes.

0040516234-1

I Rekha W/0 Shailesh Pahuja
R/0 C4a/42c Janak Puri New
Delhi 110058 Have Changed My
Name To Rekha Pahuja For All
Purposes 0040516223-1

I Ravi Kant S/o Sukhbir R/0 A-
1/26 Rajendra Park, Nangloi,
Delhi 110041, have changed my
name to Ravikant Malik

0040516223-4

IRajeev Gain S/0O Mojid Gaine
R/0-A-56, Near-Shamshan
Ghat,Dabri-Extn., Dabri, New-
Delhi-110045, Have Changed
my Name to Rajeev Gaine.

0040516263-1

I Purushottam Upadhyaya S/0O
Nandlal Upadhyay R/0-A-242,
PankhaRoad, JJ. Colony,
Uttamnagar, New Delhi-110059.
Changed my Nameto
Purushottam Upadhyay.

0040516234-5

I Punam D/o Ram Parsad Date of
Birth 1.5.1989 R/0 D-75 A Mansa
Ram Park, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi 110059 Have Changed My
Nameto Poonam 0040516223-2

IPradeep Reddy S/0 Sh.Adla
Prabhakar Reddy R/O-H-29-
1389/7 Road.no.9 Kakatiya-
Nagar Neredmet Cyberabad-1
Telangana have changed my
name to Adla Pradeep
Reddy,for all purposes

0040516263-5

I Pooja W/o Mukesh D/o
KanhaiyaLal R/o 126A,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088
have changed my name after
marriage to Tisha for all
purposes. 0040516190-1

INeelam W/0. Ashok Kumar
Dalal R/0.B-502, Munirka-
Apartment, plot no.11, sector-
9, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075
have changed my name to
Neelam Dalal for all purposes.

0040516246-4

INand Lal Upadhyaya S/O
Trilochan Upadhyay R/O-A-
242, Pankha-Road, JJ Colony,
Uttam-Nagar, N.Delhi-110059.
Changed my Name to Nand Lal
Upadhyay. 0040516234-6

I Jasbir Tokas S/0, Jeet Ram
Tokas R/0 255, Munirka Village
New Delhi-110067, have
changed my name to Jasbeer
Tokas for all purposes.

0040516279-1

EDUCATIONAL

DOWSING Workshop - School of
Indian Dowsers’ 163rd
Workshop on3rd November &
Lecher Antenna Cosmic Energy
Workshop on 14th, 15th
December in Mumbai. Dowsing
gives direction on howto learn
Vastu Energy, Land Defect,
Diagnostic Therapy, Colour,
Diamonds’ Energy, Effect of
Underground Geopathic Stress
for our health. Get free from
Underground Radiation & Live
Healthy Life. Become
Certificateholders & earn more
income. Guidance by world
famous Dowsing Expert
Professor Ravi Vaidya. Contact
Mob : 9821349038 / 9821380289
/ See feedback of 150 photos
on website
www.indiandowsers.org Earn
more income. 0070678425-3

MACHINERY FOR SALE

MACHINERY For Sale- Brand
New Packed Jyoti Make
Vertical Mechining Centre-
VMC 1580 (2018) Travel- X1500
XY810x Z810 Siemens Control
828D Spindle BT40 8000RPM No
ATC. For Details Contact No.
09987127773 Email ID
omengineersl@yahoo.com

0070678935-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost Form-38 No. 1666093 in the
name of Nayyar Agencies,
Address: Shop No.8,9 Pradhan
Market Sector-35, Morna,
Noida (U.P). Finder contact:
8750508611 0040516212-1

I, Chamandeep Singh S/o
Surinder Singh R/0-B-63
Neelamber apartment,
pitampura, Delhi-110034 have
lost my original certificate
Class-12th Year-2014 Rollno-
9128626 CBSE-Delhi.

0040516263-6

I, have lost my original CBSE
Class 10th marksheet. Year-
2019, Roll N0.0409906. Contact:
Neha Kumari D/o Dinesh Kumar
Prajapati R/o0 Sector-22 Noida
Near E.S.l. Hospital. contect no:
9650483893. 0040516198-1

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate of
Main, Secondary Examination
of Year 1993 and Roll No.
6408268, Senior Secondary
Examination of Year 1995 and
Roll No. 6660273 issued by CBSE
has been actually lost. Anuj
Gupta, 3831/8, Kanhaiya Nagar,
TriNagar, Delhi-110035.
9811102735. 0040516229-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my clients S.
Suresh Kumar s/o late Sh. Ram Sarup
and his wife Mrs. Krishna, both r/o 365
Gali No. 8 Sanjay Colony, Narela,
Delhi-110040 have disowned and
debarred their son Atul Kumar and
his wife Mrs. Sheetal from all their
self-acquired movable and immovable
properties/assets and severed all their
relations & ties with them due to their
misbehavior/misconduct towards my
clients. If anybody deals with them in
any manner will do so at his/ her/ their
own risk and responsibilities. My
clients shall not be held responsible &
liable for any kind of acts, deeds and
things done by them. Sd/

NAVNEET PANWAR (Advocate)
BCD Enrl. No. D-1517/03

Sale of Freehold Residential FLAT
BEARING NO. SF/18, VARDAN APA-
RTMENT, ABHAY KHAND- 3, INDIRA-
PURAM, GHAZIABAD, U.P.

Notice is hereby given for info-
rmation to the General Public
that my client LIC Housing Fin-
ance Ltd had disbursed a loan
to Mrs.Rashmi Gupta & Mr.Ma-
nvendra Kumar,vide loan a/c no.
14010062806 & 14010061938 a-
gainst the mortgage of the Res-
idential FLAT BEARING NO.SF
/18, VARDAN APARTMENT,AB-
HAY KHAND-3,INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABAD, U.P. It has come
to notice that the original prope-
rty paper(s) i.e.Sale Deed dated
30/03/ 2010, registered vide no.
8641,vol no.15-101,page 131-
190 in favour of Mrs. Rashmi
Gupta & Mr. Manvendra Kumar
have been misplaced. It is her-
eby appealed to the general p-
ublic that whosoever finds the
sale deed mentioned hereinab-
ove may kindly return the same
to the LIC Housing Finance Ltd.
Lakshmi Insurance Bldg.Asaf
Ali Road, Delhi-110002.

MANISHA CHAUDHARY, ADVOCATE

JUS LEGALIS,
210, VARDHMAN STAR CITY MALL
(NEAR RAMPHAL CHOWK), SECT-7
DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110075

011-45606363, 9899006723

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Public in general, is hereby
informed that my client Sh.
Parminder Singh Bedi S/o Sh.
Inderjit singh Bedi R/o KG-1/288 MIG
Flat Vikas Puri New Delhi- 18, has
severed all his relations and
connection with his wife Suman Bedi
and children’s Kanwaljeet singh,
Simran Kaur Bedi and Harmanjeet
Singh and debarred them from all his
movable and immovable properties
as they have proved to be most
disrespectful, Disobedient, harmful,
tortures and not caring toward my
client, My client shall not be
Responsible for their activities”
Sd/-
Kamal Jeet Singh (Advocate)
Office: 3/118, First Floor,
Subhash Nagar,
New Delhi- 110027

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that
my client Mr. Ramesh Peter S/o Late
Shri Ram Sawroop R/o Flat No. 306,
Sector-3, Pocket-16, Adarsh Apartment,
DDA Flats, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075
has severed all his relations from his son
namely Sujoy Peter S/o Shri Ramesh
Peter and his daughter in-law namely
Alice Peter W/o Mr. Sujoy Peter due to
their misdeed & misconduct and has
debarred/disowned them from all his
movable & immovable properties. My
dlients shall not be responsible for any
act & omissions of his above named son
& daughter in-law and whoever deals
with them shall do so at his own risks &
responsibilities.
Sd/- Arvind Gupta (Advocate)
Chamber No. 318, Advocates
Chamber Block, Dwarka Courts,
Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client SH.
HIRA SINGH S/o Sh. Paley Ram and
SMT. RATI KAUR W/o Sh. Hira
Singh R/o RZ-24-A/F, Street No. 16,
Indra Park, Palam Colony, N. Delhi-
110045 have severed all their
relations  with their son SH.
NARENDER SINGH and his wife
SMT. NISHA. My clients
debars/disowns them from their all
movable and immovable properties
with immediate effects. Anybody
dealing with them shall be doing so
entirely at his/her/their own risk and
consequences. S/

A. K. SINGH (Advocate)
Enrol. No. D/630/2004

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that my
clients “Shri Ashok Kumar son of Late
Shri Kalu Ram, his wife Sunita and
younger son namely Vijay Kumar, all
residents of H. NO. 551, Prajapati
Moholla, Naib Sarai, New Delhi —
110067” had disassociated and severed
their all connections from “AJAY KUMAR
Son of Shri Ashok Kumar and his wife
namely PAYAL both residents of H. NO.
551, Prajapati Moholla, Naib Sarai, New
Delhi—110067. My clients further disown
and disinherit them from all movable and
immovable properties of Shri Ashok
Kumar. Anyone dealing with them shall
be doing at his/her own risk and
consequences and my clients shall not
be responsible for it. Notified accordingly.
GAURAV GOGIA ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 66, Saket Court Complex,
New Delhi - 110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL
CONCERNED that my clients Smt.
Rekha Gupta, Smt. Meena Gupta,
Sh. Praveen Kumar, Sh. Vijay Kumar
Gupta and Sh. Arun Gupta are the
only “LRs” of Late Smt. Sumitra Devi
as per the surviving member
certificate issued by the competent
authority. Any person having any
type of objection in this respect may
inform in writing at the address
mention below within 7 days from
today, failing which it shall be
presumed that all the above said
persons are the only surviving “LRs”
of Late Smt. Sumitra Devi.
Sd/-
AMIT KR. GAHLOT (ADVOCATE)
D-281/04
CH. NO. G-724, KKD COURT,
DELHI
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WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,OCTOBER 17,2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is given to the
general public that my clients
namely Mohd. Deen S/o Mohd.
Ibrahim and Smt. Shahina W/o
Mohd. Deen both R/o H.No.4054,
2nd Floor Gali Mustafa Beg,
Ajmeri Gate, Delhi-110006 have
disowned and disinherited and
severed their all relations with
their Daughter namely Safiya D/o
Mohd. Deen, due to her illegal
demand for marrying with one Sh.
Faizan S/o Najbuddin R/o 2709,

Mohala Nihariya, Delhi-110006.
Mohd. Nadeem Khan (Advocate)
Ch.No.618, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Lorik Yadav S/o Late
Sh. Sakhi Chand Yadav and his wife
Smt. Rasoo Devi resident of TA-58 &
59, Gali No.4,  Tuglakabad
Extension, New Delhi 110019 have
severed all relations and disown
their son namely Ajay Yadav and his
wife namely Himansha Yadav from
their all movable and immovable
properties due to their disobedience
if anybody deals with them will do so
at his/her/their own risk, cost and
consequences. My clients shall not
be responsible for their any acts and
deeds. Sd/-

Dilip Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. 125, Saket Court,
New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client SMT.
SANJEEDA BEGUM WIFE OF LATE
ABDUL RAZIQ RESIDENT OF X-42/B,
DDA FLATS, NEAR MASJID, NEW
RANJEET NAGAR, CENTRAL DELHI,
DELHI-110008 have disowned and
severed all her relation with her son
namely ABDUL KHALID AND HIS WIFE
GULAFSHA NAAZ AND THEIR SON
FAHAD and debarred them from her
movable and immovable properties/assets
due to their mis behaviour and going
against my clients. Any body dealing with
them in civil and criminal matter shall be
doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility.
Sd/-
SURENDER KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
SHOP NO. 6, RU BLOCK, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-88

k3 4hRLY(13)
PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information
that | HEMA KHAN W/O
ABDUL SHARIQ KHAN
residing at H.NO-340, GALI
NO-38, ZAKIR NAGAR,
JAMIA  OKHLA, DELHI-
110025 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly
written as HUMA KHAN in my
minor son’s ABDUL SHAZER
KHAN aged 16 years and
ABDUL SHAHRUKH KHAN
aged 17 years in their 10th
class mark sheet, certificate
and school records. The
actual name of mine is HEMA
KHAN, which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT MR.
BHUPENDER NATH SON OF LATE
SHRI CHAMAN LAL RESIDENT OF
BA-17, WEST SHALIMAR BAGH,
DELHI-110088, is the only son of his
father SHRI CHAMAN LAL SON OF
LATE SHRI NATHOLI RAM and he
have no objection with his deceased
father's Will dated 05/09/2007, in which
he has forwarded the Free hold
Property No. BA-17, West Shalimar
Bagh, Delhi, to his grand son MR.
JATIN  SORI SON OF MR.
BHUPENDER NATH and there is no
other legal heir except my client.
DHIRAJ KUMAR BASRA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-1799/2011

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN
BEHAVIOUR & ALLIED SCIENCES

(Hospital based autonomous academic
Institute, under Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi, dealing with)
“Brain - Mind Problems & their Solutions”
Post Box 9520, Dilshad Garden, Delhi-110095
Phone: 22114024 Fax: 22599227 Email: executiveengineercivil@yahoo.co.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

The Executive Engineer (Civil) Institute of Human Behaviour & Allied
Sciences (IHBAS), Dilshad Garden, Shandara, Delhi-110095, on behalf
of Chairman Executive Council, IHBAS, invites Percentage Rate tender
from approved and eligible contractors of CPWD and those of
appropriate class of contractors enlisted in the MES, Railways and

Department of Telecommunications and other experienced contractors

through e-Tendering under two bid system for the following work:-

1. NIT No. 21/EE(C)/IHBAS/2018-19, Name of Work: Construction of
Expansion of OPD Block "Centre of Excellence" at - IHBAS, Delhi,
Estimated Cost: Rs. 14,29,81,638/-, Earnest Money: Rs.
24,29,816/-, Period of Completion: 11 months, Last time & date of
submission of tender online: upto 03.00 PM on 30.10.2019, Period
upto which EMD shall be submitted: upto 02:30 PM on 31.10.2019,
Time & date of opening of tender: 03.00 PM on 31.10.2019

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website:

https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in free of cost.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CIVIL)

DIP/Shabdarth/0852/19-20 IHBAS

Head Office: 2, Netaji Subhash Road, Kolkata-700001

NOTICE OF E-AUCTION
E-auction of property on 30.10.2019 on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS, AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” & "WHATEVER THERE IS" on the
platform https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net
E-auction sale notice for sale of Immovable Assets under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general
and in particular to the Borrower/s and guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor, the
constructive possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Allahabad Bank Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is",
"As is what is" and "whatever there is" basis as on 30.10.2019. The details of bank’s dues, Borrower & Guarantors, Reserve Price, Earnest money
& Description of immovable properties is given below:

Sl Details of immovable properties Name of the Amount of Reserve Earnest Branch
No Borrower(S) Secured Debt Price Money
(in Rs) Deposit (EMD)
01 All that part and parcel of land and building along with M/s Sai Namkeen 337,68,568/- 323,18,950/- 32,31,895/- Narhat
present and future construction thereon: In the name Udyog (Rs. thirty seven lakh (Rupees (Rupees

of Shri Satyendra Kumar Singh S/o Late Kedar Singh, Prop.: Smt Neelam
Mortgage of Sale Deed No.-3158 dated 04.04.2009, Kumari W/o Shri
Tauzi No.3504, Plot No.1469, Khata No.125, Naveen Kumar
Thana-67 having area 8 decimil Situated at Village Guarantor: Shri
Jhikarua, PS-Narhat, Mauza-Jhikarua sub Division- Satyendra Kumar S/o on 05.09.2019 cost
Rajauli, District-Nawada Bihar, Bounded by (As per Shri Kedar Singh & & charges thereon
deed): North-Kamlesh Singh, South-Bharat Singh, Shri Pankaj Kumar  till the date of
East-Kamlesh Singh, West-Road. S/o Shri Satyendra  realization.

Kumar

Last Date & time for Submission of Process compliance Form with EMD amount: 28.10.2019 at Allahabad Bank, Narhat Branch till 4.00 PM
Date & Time of e-auction: 30.10.2019 from 12.30 PM to 2.30 PM at the platform of http://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Shri Mithilesh Kumar Jha (Chief Manager), Mob-8004585000/9593653562, Shri Ayush
Kumar Bhadani (Senior Manager), Mob-8052365563, Shri Abhimanyu Kumar (Branch Manager)-Mob-8127402354.

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.allahabadbank.in (ii) http://www.tenders.gov.in
(iii) https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net

Date :14.10.2019
Place : Narhat

sixty eight thousand Twenty Three Two lakh Thirty
five hundred sixty Lakh Eighteen One Lakh Eight
eight only) with up Thousand  Hundred Ninty
to date interest as Nine Hundred Five Only)
Fifty Only)

Authorized Officer
Allahabad Bank

New Delhi
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Ants in eyes of
dead patient; 2
docs suspended
in MP hospital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 16

A CIVIL surgeon and a doctor
were among seven suspended
on Wednesday by the Madhya
Pradesh government for derelic-
tion of duty after alocal newspa-
per published a photograph
showing ants inside the eyes of
adead patientin Shivpuri district
hospital.

Health Minister Tulsi Silawat
suspended civil surgeon Dr P K
Khare and Dr Dinesh Rajput. Five
others, including three staff
nurses, a ward boy and a security
guard, were also placed under
suspension and a departmental
inquiry ordered against them.

Patients had reportedly
alerted the doctor and nurses on
duty that the 50-year-old patient
was dead but the body was not
covered. On being informed by
someone, the wife of the de-
ceased came to remove the ants
from the body.

FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE PLENARY

Talks onblacklisting: Ch
Turkey for more time to Pa

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

HECTIC NEGOTIATIONS are un-
derway in Paris for the blacklist-
ing of Pakistan at the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) plenary,
where China, Turkey and
Malaysia are learnt to be resist-
ing India’s efforts and the discus-
sions are headed towards keep-
ing it in greylist.

The Indian Express has learnt
that China and Turkey are push-
ing for giving Pakistan a “little
more time” to fulfill the commit-
ments made. Saudi Arabia has
not yet committed to giving sup-
port or oppose the Indian efforts.

Afinal decisionis expected to
arrive by Friday afternoon —
about 4 pm IST on October 18.

At the meeting, Indiais learnt
to have asked FATF members to
blacklist Pakistan, citing the re-

20-yr-old found dead,
AMU students allege
delay, clash with police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 16

A GROUP of students of Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU) clashed
with police and damaged police
vehicles after aformer studental-
legedly committed suicide by
hanging himself in a hostel room
on the campus Tuesday night.

The students alleged the body
was kept hanging for more than
two hours and claimed there was
a delay on part of the varsity ad-
ministration and the police.

According to the FIR, students
began a violent protest after po-
lice personnel allegedly reached
late to remove the body.

The youth, identified as 26-
year-old Anas Shamsi, had
cleared his postgraduate exams
for MSW (Master in Social Work)
in the last academic term.

The AMU administration and
the police have denied allega-
tions made by the protesters.

While the reason behind the
suicide is yet to be ascertained,
police said an FIR was registered
against six students and several
unidentified others for stone-
pelting and damaging the offi-

cial vehicle of Aligarh SP (city).

According to sources, the de-
ceased was planning to pursue a
PhD and had come to the cam-
pus from his home in Pilibhit
three days ago to collect his doc-
uments. He was staying in a hos-
tel room allotted to his former
room mate and no suicide note
was found, police said.

The postmortem report is
awaited.

Aligarh SP (city) Abhishek
said, “A finance firm employee
was murdered by unidentified
persons around 8.45 pm near
the campus before news of the
suicide came. I sent the CO and
SHO to look into it and after
some time I decided to go to the
spot too. However when I came
to the campus, the students who
were already protesting against
university administration over
some demands related to union
election, targeted my vehicle.”

AMU student and former
students’ union office-bearer
Farhan Zubairi said, “When a
protest happens in the univer-
sity, a police team reaches in 5-
10 minutes. When our student’s
body was hanging, they took
hours to come.”

Cong RS member
from Karnataka quits,
hints he may join BJP

ENS & PTI

NEW DELHI,BENGALURU, OCTOBER 16

CONGRESS MP from Karnataka K C Ramamurthy on
Wednesday resigned from the Rajya Sabha and also from the
party, indicating he might join the BJP while rubbishing claims

that he quit fearing I-T searches.

His resignation as MP has

been accepted by House
Chairman M Venkaiah Nadu,
sources said in Delhi.

Ramamurthy, a former

IPS officer-turned-business-
man, is likely to join the rul-
ing BJP in coming days, party
sources said.

The Karnataka Congress

said thatit can dolittle to pre-

K CRamamurthy

vent Ramamurthy from re-

signing since it was his per-
sonal decision.
“We cannot do anything about these things. It is their per-
sonal decision. What can we do if they take a decision
like this? If they want to join the BJP they can do it
because this is a democracy. The BJP has made it a
business to lure leaders of other parties and to black-
mail them through IT raids, ED raids and other tactics.
Itis not just politicians who are being pressured but
everybody is being targeted. A lot of people fall prey
to this out of fear. They may go out of fear or some
allurements,” said Dinesh Gundu Rao, president of

the Karnataka Congress.

Speaking to reportersin Delhi, Ramamurthy, 67, said
he hasresigned from the Rajya Sabha and also from the
Congress. He said he wanted his experience to be used
“properly in the path of progress and development.”

To a question about reports that he would soon
join the BJP, he said he was keeping that option open.

Ramamurthy said he had written to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi informing her about his res-
ignation and clarified he has noting against any
leader of the party. He dismissed claims that he quit
Congress under pressure of BJP or fearing I-T
searches. “There is no such thing,” he said.

Ramamurthy runs a group of successful educa-
tional institutions in Karnataka, which offer profes-
sional and other courses for students. He was elected
to the Rajya Sabha in 2016 with Congress support
and cross voting by JD(S) legislators.

Two Congress politicians — former deputy chief
minister G Parameshwara and former minister R L
Jalappa — who run educational institutions were
subjected to investigations by the I-T department last
week over alleged tax evasion in fees.

cent example that Islamabad has
allowed Mumbai terror attack
mastermind Hafiz Saeed to
withdraw funds from his frozen
accounts.

According to the latest as-
sessment by FATF's Asia Pacific
Group’s reports, Pakistan was
found to be non-compliant in
four areas, and partially compli-
ant on 26 areas. It was found
compliant in one area — and
largely compliant in nine areas.
The only area where it was found
to be compliant was financial in-
stitution secrecy laws.

Sources said the FATF, which
will see deliberations from
October 13 till October 18, is “un-
derintense discussions” on each
of these commitments.

FATF procedure provides that
after a year of grey-listing, if the
action plan remains substan-
tially unaddressed, the next step,
which is black-listing, could be

considered, sources said.

Officials from 37 countries
and two regional organisations
are discussing the issues pertain-
ing to Pakistan.

FATF president Xiangmin Liu
opened the FATF plenary meet-
ing. The key outcomes of the next
three days of meetings on global
action against money-laundering
and terrorist-financing, and deci-
sions on Pakistan, Iran and other
countries will be announced on
Friday, the FATF stated.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar had met
their counterparts of many of
these FATF member-countries in
the last few weeks, especially at
the UN.

While Modi had met leaders
from Belgium, France, the US, the
UK, Italy, New Zealand and South
Africa, among others, at the UN,
Jaishankar had met his counter-
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parts from Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Singapore, Turkey
and Japan at the UN. He has also
met his counterparts from the
two regional organisations in
FATF — the GCCand the EC.

Earlier, Jaishankar had met
leaders from Finland and has
met his counterparts from
France, Germany and Canada.
Doval and Jaishankar had also
visited Russia separately.

According to sources, be-
tween Modi, Jaishankar and
Doval, they have had meetings
with leaders and ministers from
at least 24 out of 37 countries in
the last few weeks.

After the second informal
summit at Mahabalipuram on
October 11-12, the MEA said,
Modi and China’s President Xi
Jinping were “concerned that
terrorism continues to pose a
common threat”.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

DESPITE A marginal increase in
cattle population in the country,
the number of cattle is down in
the Hindi-speaking belt, particu-
larly in BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh.

On the other hand, the num-
ber has gone up in West Bengal.

The 20th Livestock Census
report, released by the
Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying on
Wednesday, shows that the to-
tal cattle population in the coun-
try is 192.49 million in 2019,
marginally up from 190.90 mil-
lion in 2012, when the last such
Census was carried out.

In Uttar Pradesh, the number
of cattle is down from 19.6 mil-
lion in 2012 to 18.8 million
(down 3.93 per cent). The buf-
falo population in the state
has gone up by 7.81 per cent —
from 30.6 million in 2012

For bid to intimidate witnesses in
court, 27 Chennai students jailed

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,OCTOBER 16

IN A bizarre court-room drama,
27 college students in Chennai
were arrested and sent to jail
Tuesday for allegedly trying to
intimidate witnesses in a mur-
der trial — by staring at them.

According to police, the stu-
dents were trying to help their
classmate whois a cousin of two
men accused in the murder last
year of a brick kiln owner in
Tiruvallur, about 50 km north of
Chennai city.

Police said those arrested
from the sessions court hall in
Tiruvallur, where the trial is
being conducted, were first
and second-year students of
the Nandanam government
arts and science college in
Chennai.

“All of them were mobilised
by the accused in the court hall
during the trial. They were try-
ing to intimidate witnesses. They
had come from different places
outside Tiruvallur. The police
were alerted by one of the wit-
nesses and we secured them
from the court itself,” said P

Aravindan, SP Tiruvallur.
“There were six witnesses
to be heard. As the court proce-
dure was on, one of the wit-
nesses alerted an officer about
the suspicious presence of
youth inside the hall who were
staring at him and others. As
the statements of witnesses
were being heard in a tense en-
vironment, these students had
been asked to intimidate them.
There were some 30 students
and we managed to arrest 27,”
said an officer who was present

in court when the incident
happened.

“They had come on the re-
quest of one of their classmates
who is the cousin of two of the
accused. The cousin brought
them all the way from Chennai
to Tiruvallur for the trial,” the of-
ficer said. The students have
been remanded in Puzhal
Central Jail in Chennai. The
cousin of the accused, who got
the students to court, were
among those who managed to
escape, police said.

The total population of
buffaloes in the country
has gone up from 108.70
million in 2012 to 109.85
million in 2019

to 33 million.

The decrease in cattle popu-
lation in Uttar Pradesh comes at
a time when the Yogi
Adityanath-led BJP government
has made cow protection a ma-
jor political issue and taken sev-
eral steps to save cattle.

The state has also seen arise
in incidents of cow vigilantism
by self-styled gaurakshaks.

Apart from Uttar Pradesh, the
cattle count is down in Madhya
Pradesh (by 4.42 per cent),
Maharashtra (10.07 per cent)
and Odisha (15.01 per cent ).

On the other hand, West
Bengal has seen a rise in cattle
population by 15.18 per cent,

New Delhi

ina, Cattle population down in

k UP, increases in Bengal

Bihar by 25.18 per cent, and
Jharkhand by 28.16 per cent be-
tween 2012 and 2019.

According to the latest live-
stock census data, the number of
cattle in West Bengal has gone
up to 19 million in 2019 from
16.5 millionin 2012.In the same
period, the number of cattle has
gone up from 12.2 millionto 15.3
million in adjoining Bihar.

Jharkhand has seen a rise
in cattle population from 8.7
million to 11.2 million during
this period.

The total population of buf-
faloes in the country has gone up
from 108.70 million in 2012 to
109.85 millionin 2019. The states
which have seen arise in buffalo
population in this period include
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra and Telangana.
Some states, including Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab,
have seen a decline in buffalo
population.
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LAND ACQUISITION CASE

Attempt for recus
of judge nothing but Pane

bench hunting: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday deprecated attempts
made for recusal of a judge from
a Constitution bench hearing chal-
lenges to provisions of the Land
Acquisition Act, saying itis nothing
but a ploy of “bench hunting”
which, if allowed, “would destroy
the institution”.

The top court said if request of
parties demanding that Justice
Arun Mishra be recused from the
five-judge Constitution bench is
accepted,itwould be the “blackest
chapter in history” as an “on-
slaughtis going on to tame the ju-
diciary”.

The bench, also comprising
justices Indira Banerjee, Vineet
Sharan, M R Shah and S Ravindra
Bhat, said it would pronounce or-
der on October 23 on the plea
seeking the recusal.

“Thisis nothing but an attempt
of bench hunting and you want a
person of your liking to be in the
bench. If we allow your request
and accept your view for recusal
of judge, it will be destroying the
institution. This is a serious issue
and history will judge it thateven
senior counsel were involved in

Shivraj hits back
at Cong ministers
over road jibe

Bhopal: Former chief minister and
senior BJP leader Shivraj Singh
Chouhan joined the war of words
over road condition in Bhopal on
Wednesday and wondered if Law
Minister P C Sharma and PWD
minister Sajjan Singh Varma,
who had compared the pothole
filled roads with BJP leader
Kailash Vijayvargiya’s cheeks,
were fit to continue as ministers.

“Ministers who compare
roads with cheeks show how se-
rious they are. Are they fit to con-
tinue as ministers? The com-
ments reflect the level of
mindset of Congress people,”
Chouhan said.

Sharma had inspected the
roads with PWD Minister Sajjan
Singh Varma on Tuesday. The two
ministers had later joked that the
Shivraj wanted the streets to re-
semble Hema Malini’s cheeks but
the roads look like Vijayvargiya’s
cheeks.ENS

this attempt,” Justice Mishra told
senior advocate Shyam Divan, ap-
pearing for some farmer
associations.

Divan contended that a judge
must avoid any reasonable appre-
hension of bias, otherwise there
would be erosion of public confi-
dence and their prayer for recusal
is nothing but for upholding the
integrity of the institution.

He said their prayer is not re-
motely concerned with bench
hunting and “there are global
principles that have to be applied
here. We are only drawing
attention toit”.

During the hearing, Justice
Mishra observed that the plea
seeking his recusal from the
bench is “sponsored” and said,
“In case, we succumb to these at-
tempts this would be the black-
est chapter in the history. These
forces are trying to compel the
court to act in a particular way.
Onslaught is going on to tame
this institution. This cannot be
the way, must not be the way,
and shall not be the way.”

Without naming anybody,
Justice Mishra said, “These forces
which are trying to compel this
courttoactina particular way..are
compelling me to continue.
Otherwise,Iwould have recused.”

,; Inafirst,nomaninHouse
| to empower women

Men have to be equally involved, say some members

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

THE NEW Parliamentary com-
mittee on women’s empower-
ment is an all-woman affair, a
fact many of its members call
“shocking”. They said the com-
mittee has earlier always had
men as members, and they were
enthusiastic participants in the
deliberations.

BJP MP Locket Chatterjee de-
fended composition of the com-
mittee and said if women such
as Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Women and Child
Development Minister Smriti
[rani and former External Affairs
Minister, late Sushma Swaraj,
can hold powerful Cabinet posts,
women MPs are enough to talk
about women’s empowerment.

While the committee has tra-
ditionally been dominated by
women, complete absence of
men is a new development. The
committee, notified earlier this
month, has 30 members - 20
from Lok Sabha and 10 from the
Upper House - and is chaired by
BJP’s Heena Gavit.

Parliamentary committees
are usually constituted for a pe-
riod of one year, or until they ful-
fill their mandate, as happens for

select committees.

NCP MP Vandana Chavan,
member of the present commit-
tee and who has been part of
previous panels, said: “It is
shocking. Normally there are
some male members...there has
to be some male members be-
cause women’s issues are not
just women'’s issues - they are
social issues. Men have to ad-
dress them just as much as
women, and unless men are
equally involved there is no
point, becauseitreally isanissue
of the male mindset. It cannot be
addressed by women alone.”

Infact, she proposed reserva-
tion for men in the committee to
“make it effective - may be 33
per cent (reservation for men)”.

Rajya Sabha MPs Prabhat Jha,
Anubhav Mohanty (now in Lok
Sabha) and A V Swamy have
been members of this commit-
tee in the past, and Chavan re-
membered them as enthusiastic
participants.

TMC's Satabdi Roy, another
member, said is little point if
men, who are a “part of the prob-
lem”, are not a part of the solu-
tion. Roy said said even though
the panel deals with women’s is-
sues, that issue is there not just
because of women. “The prob-
lem is how men look at things -

half the battle is to make men
understand those issues. Men
need to understand our prob-
lems so that we can solve them.
Unless they become a part of the
solution, [ do not think it can
work,” she said.

Committee chairperson
Gavit was not available for a
comment; she is currently hos-
pitalised in  Nandurbar,
Maharashtra.

Congress’s Chhaya Verma
asked why in a day and age
when women do not have a
problem consulting male gynae-
cologists men not be a part of a
committee on women'’s em-
powerment. “But you really
need to ask this to the people
who constituted the commit-
tee,” she said.

BJP’s Chatterjee, who is also
president of the party’s women’s
wing in West Bengal, said, “There
are 78 women MPs in
Parliament and we are enough
to deal with the issue (of
women'’s empowerment). [ am
not saying male members are
not required - that is how social
balance is struck - but in this is-
sue women would connect bet-
ter with women, understand
their issues and their realities
better, and solve those
problems.”

Assam pipeline burst: 10 days on,

no trace of four employees

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER 16

TEN DAYS after a pipeline at Kopili
Hydro Electric Plant in Assam’s
Dima Hasao district burst, flood-
ing vast stretches of the project,
fouremployees of the plant are yet
to be located, officials said on
Wednesday.

The pipeline, carrying around
12,000 litre of water per second
from a reservoir to the 275 MW
hydel project, burst on October 7,
leading to inundation in parts of
the plant. Rescue operations faced
further complications due to the
hilly terrain at the plant site.

Dima Hasao SP Sreejith T told
The Indian Express on Wednesday
that the four missing employees
areyet tobelocated. “Itis expected
to take a few more days,” he said.

NEEPCO general manager and

Vatican rejects
Kerala nun’s appeal
against dismissal

SHAJUPHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCTOBER 16

LUCY KALAPURA, a Catholic nun from Kerala fight-
ing for individual freedom and gender justice within
the confines of convent, has once again lost her bat-
tle. The Vatican has rejected Kalapura’s appeal
against the dismissal order served by her congrega-

tion — Kochi-based

Franciscan  Clarist

Congregation (FCC).
Kalapura (53) on

EXPLAINED

Fingers pointed
at rat-hole mining

IN ILLEGAL rat-hole mining, narrow tunnels about three to
four feet high are dug into mountains and workers move in
and extract coal. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned
itin 2014, and retained the ban in 2015, on grounds of it be-
ing unscientific and unsafe for workers. Earlier this year, the
Supreme Court had said coal mining can take place in
Meghalaya only if it complies with provisions of Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and the
Mineral Concession Rules, 1960.

head of Kopili Hydro Electric
Project, Debotosh Bhattacharjee,
said, “We are trying to open ap-
proaches to the underground sec-
tions where the employees are
trapped. The sludge left after the
waterlogging is causing obstacles
inreaching the location.”

Top NEEPCO officials say ille-
gal coal miningin Meghalayais at
the root of such accidents.

Vinod Kumar Singh,
Chairman-cum-Managing
Director of NEEPCO, said illegal
rat-hole mining in neighbouring
areas of Meghalaya turn the wa-

ter acidic, leading to such acci-
dents. “Since the holes are not
plugged, the water comes in con-
tact with sulphur deposits and
forms what is equivalent to a di-
lute form of sulphuric acid. We
have been trying our best to alert
state governments regarding this.
Since 2009, we must have spent
around Rs 100 crore in measures
aimed at mitigating this problem.”
He said there was no negli-
gence from his staff. “We are deal-
ing with 6 lakh crore litres of wa-
ter in the reservoir. Imagine scale
of the accident.” According to pre-
liminary estimates, loss to ma-
chinery and infrastructure could
be about Rs 550 crore, he said.
lllegal coal mining in
Meghalaya had hit the headlines
when at least 15 workers got
trapped and died inside aminein
East Jaintia Hills district on
December 13 last year.

Wednesday received a
communication from
the Apostolic Nuncio in
Delhi, the Vatican’srep-
resentative in India, say-
ing that the
Congregation for the
Oriental  Churches,
Rome, has rejected her
appeal, which she had
moved in August
against her dismissal in
May. The communica-
tion said the nun can
now move an appeal in
the Supreme Tribunal of
the Segnatura
Apostolica, the highest
judicial authority in the
Catholic Church.

Kalapura said, “
...Rome did not hear
me after | moved the
appeal. I am not going
to quit the order...I
would explore option
of appeal.”

The order dismiss-
ing her appeal stated
thatsince herlifestyleis
totally alien to religious
life, the congregation
has exhorted her to ful-
fil the obligations of her
status and she may live
asareligious member.

The FCC congrega-
tion, ina statement, said
that the nun can go for
anotherround of appeal
and the congregation
has every right to take
action against her.

CORRIGENDUM

In continuations to the Tender Notice
No. PI(EP)19-20/07 of the office regard-
ing Sr. No.57. Multiplate Multiparameter
Reader No. 01, it is to inform that a pre-
bid conference for this item will also be
held along with other prebid cases on
21.10.2019 at 2:30 PM in the office of
Professor In-Charge (Equipment
Purchase). All other details of the ten-
der shall remain the same.

680/PGlI Professor In-Charge (EP)

Notice Inviting E-Tender-For Selection of Service Provider for Leasing out
Space for Installation of Telecom Infrastructure, Appointment of Agency to
Provide Public Address System, Scheme for allotment of shops at Quila
Ghat Marg, Mahaveer Marg and Parade Ground, 2019-2020 and Selection of
Agency/Agencies for Installation of Advertisement Infrastructure and
Management of Advertisement Rights at Magh Mela by Prayagraj Mela Authority
The Prayagraj Mela Authority Invites Bids for Tender No. 07/MM 2019-20 for
"Selection of Service Provider for Leasing out Space for Installation of Telecom
Infrastructure for Magh Mela 2019-20", Tender No. 10/MM 2019-20 for
"Appointment of Agency to Provide Analog Centralized and Standalone Public
Address Systems for Magh Mela 2020", Tender No. 15/MM 2019-20 for "Scheme
for allotment of shops at Quila Ghat Marg, Mahaveer Marg and Parade Ground,
2019-2020" and Tender No. 16/MM 2019-20 for "Selection of Agency/Agencies for
Installation of Advertisement Infrastructure and Management of Advertisement
Rights at Magh Mela". The Request for Proposal Documents shall be made
available from the Uttar Pradesh E- Procurement  website
Https://etender.up.nic.in on 17/10/2019. Interested parties may download/upload
their proposal from 1700 hrs 17/10/2019 till 1200 hrs 24/10/2019 for Tender No.
07/MM 2019-20, Tender No. 10/MM 2019-20, Tender No. 15/MM 2019-20 and from
1700 hrs 17/10/2019 till 1200 hrs 07/11/2019 for Tender No. 16/MM 2019-20 via
Digital Signature Certificate (DSC). The bids received by interested parties shall be
opened in the presence of the respective bidders at 1500 Hrs on 24/10/2019 for
Tender No. 07/MM 2019-20, Tender No. 10/MM 2019-20, Tender No. 15/MM 2019-
20 and at 1500 Hrs on 07/11/2019 for Tender No. 16/MM 2019-20. Details

regarding the tender shall be made available on https://etender.up.nic.in
District Magistrate, Prayagraj
/Vice Chairperson,
Prayagraj Mela Authority

‘Leaks to media™
MP IAS officers
write to chief
secretary

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 16

ACCUSING STATE probe agencies
of seeking publicity by leaking to
the media details of complaints
and likely conclusions before
conducting a proper inquiry into
merits of the case, the Madhya
Pradesh IAS Officers’ Association
on Wednesday approached
Chief Secretary S R Mohanty,
seeking “appropriate advisory”
to the investigating agencies.

The association shot off the
letter after the Economic Offences
Wing named a senior IAS officer,
now on deputation to the Centre,
in connection with alleged irreg-
ularities inaward of Rs 300-crore
tender for setting up Integrated
Command Control Centre.

“This is quite demoralizing for
government servants and ad-
versely affects decision making.
Officers have to often take com-
plex decision, involving multiple
stakeholders, in their official ca-
pacity. There are cases where
stakeholders/competitors ad-
versely impacted by the final de-
cision, approach courts to chal-
lenge the decisions or file
complaints before relevant enti-
ties. It's expected that the inves-
tigating agencies will objectively
inquire into these complaints
while ensuring that reputation of
institutions and individuals is not
unnecessarily tarnished,” wrote
Association president Gauri
Singh to the Chief Secretary.
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ARMY COMMANDERS’ CONFERENCE

Pension plan for war
veterans not absorbed
in forces discussed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

A PROPOSAL to provide pension
to Army veterans, who joined
duty under Emergency Commis-
sion and Short Service Commis-
sion, and actively participated in
the warsin 1965 and 1971 but co-
uld not be absorbed in service
later, was discussed on the third
day of the biannual Army Comm-
anders’ Conference Wednesday.
The Army leadership was also
apprised about the Officers
Automated Structured
Information System (OASIS) — a
project for digitisation of service
records of all Army officers. The
project, hosted on Army’s intranet,
was rolled out on June 4 but up-
loading of records started only on
September 29, Army sources said.
The proposal to provide a pen-
sion amount of nearly Rs 30,000
per month, at par with what the
Union Home Ministry gives to
freedom fighters, has been in the
works since March when the
Army wrote to Defence Ministry.
The ministry responded in May,
asking for more details for justifi-

cation and entitlement. The pro-
posal was discussed by the Army
leadership on Wednesday and a
reply will be sent to the Defence
Ministry soon, sources said.

There are 2,000 such potential
beneficiaries, who have already
been provided medical benefits
under the Ex-Servicemen
Contributory Health Scheme.

Data available with the Pune
office of the Controller of Defence
Accounts (Officers), information
about payslips, allowances etc will
also be integrated with the OASIS,
making it easier for an officer to
check information.

Sinceitis hosted on Army’sin-
tranet, officers posted in areas
such as Tawang or Siachen with
nointernet availability will also be
able toaccessit. The Army’s man-
power planning office will be re-
sponsible for OASIS.

Officers canlogin to the OASIS
and “see their personal records
suchasleave, encashmentamong
others”, and “occurrences in the
life of an officer”, sources said. “If
the officer finds something wrong
in the records”, there is a query
box through which a rectification
can be sought.

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-1V, Northern Railway, Delhi Division for and on behalf
of President of India invites E-tender on prescribed form for the following work.
Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems), 1. Name of
work with its location. 1. Hiring of multi-utility vehicle, tractor and truck for leading
of materials and machinery from station to station and other misc. casual work for
day to day maintenance of track, stations, Bridges and colonies etc. for a period
of 02 years in the section of ADEN/ROK. (72-W-1V-19-20). 2. Construction of RCC
boundary wall to avoid entry of outsiders and encroachment with Surajmal stadium
Metro station in Nangloi.(69-W-IV-19-20). 3. Misc. P. Way work on RE-ABO section
under ADEN/ROK. (73-W-1V-19-20), 2. Approx. cost of work. (1) Rs. 1,78,53,759.07
(2) Rs. 91,63,591.78 (3) Rs. 48,67,104.91, 3. Earnest money. (1) Rs. 2,39,300.00
(2) Rs. 1,83,300.00 (3) Rs. 97,400.00, 4. Date and Time of submission of tender
and opening of tender. For work S.N. (1) Bidding Start date Up to 15:00 hrs. on
25.10.2019 opening of e-Tender at 15:00 hrs. on 08.11.2019. For work S.N. (2 &
3) Bidding Start date Up to 15:00 hrs. on 01.11.2019 opening of e-Tender at 15:00
hrs. on 15.11.2019. 5. Website particulars, published e-tender notice location etc.
complete details of tender can be seen and web site where the tender form can be
downloaded. Above tender available on IREPS site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in

No. 128-W/260/Tender Notice/72, 69 & 73/19-20/W-IV Date:16.10.2019 3317/19

New Delhi



MUKFAMANTRI KIRANYEDAR S1JLE
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DETAILS OF MUKHYAMANTRI KIRAYEDAR BIJLEE METER SCHEME

These meters will be prepaid

Tenants have to provide only two documents to get the meter

Rent / Lease agreement or ID Proof
Rent receipts for the last three months

No NOC required from landlord

Call on the following numbers to get a meter installed

BSES Yamuna 19122 BSES Rajdhani 19123 Tata Power 19124

Charges:
Security: Rs. 3,000 (Refundable) Upto 5 KW:Rs. 3000 + 18% GST

LANDLORDS NEED NOT WORRY

Landlords do not need to worry. There can be no claim of ownership
of your property as these meters are being installed under the
"Mukhyamantri Kirayedar Bijlee Meter Scheme". The meter will have
a sticker stating that these are meters for tenants.

In comparison with cities/states likes Noida, Mumbai, Punjab, Bengaluru.

VIETER

New Delhi

0Z-61/8910/p/yKepgeys/dig
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Five years of Make in India

There is a contradiction in trying to attract foreign

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

UNCHECKED DECLINE

Trade data suggests weak domestic and global demand.
Tinkering won’t do, government needs to push reforms

NDIA’S MERCHANDISE EXPORTS continued their subdued performance, contract-

ing by 6.57 per cent in September this year. Over the first half of this financial year,

exports have contracted by 2.39 per cent, indicating that GDP growth is unlikely

to have received a fillip from the external sector in the second quarter as well.
Equally worrying, non-oil non-gold imports, an indicator of domestic demand, contracted
for the 11th straight month, indicating continued weakness in domestic demand. Coupled
with sluggish investment activity, as leading economic indicators suggest, these num-
bers point towards a subdued economic outlook in the near term. Unsurprisingly, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has lowered its forecast for economic growth to 6.1
per cent this year, down from its earlier estimate of 7 per cent — bringing it in line with
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) assessment of the Indian economy.

Part of the decline in exports can be traced to a fall in petroleum exports. But, it is cause
for concern that exports of major labour intensive segments such as gems and jewellery,
garment and leather products, continue to decline. In fact, non-oil exports have con-
tracted by 1.7 per cent in the first half of this financial year, with 22 of the 30 major export
segments contracting in September. In part, the sluggish export performance can be at-
tributed to a synchronised global slowdown. Exports of other nations have also been
weak during this period. In fact, the IMF has also lowered its forecast for global GDP growth
to 3 per cent. Then there are issues of competitiveness that afflict exports. An overvalued
exchange rate and a complicated GST process exacerbates matters. But, the collapse in im-
ports is equally worrying. Imports have contracted by 13.85 per cent in September, and
by 7 per cent over the first half of this year. Excluding oil and gold, imports of other items
have contracted by 5.6 per cent in the April-September period, signalling weak consumer
and industrial demand. The situation is likely to have been exacerbated by inventory de-
stocking — which along with risk aversion by banks could explain the collapse in credit
flow to the commercial sector during this period.

The government has announced several steps to boost exports. But these are not
enough. At this juncture, mere tinkering will not suffice. The government must draw on
its political capital to push through contentious reforms that address the deeper struc-
turalissues plaguing the economy. Even in the midst of a slowdown in global trade, India,
which accounts for around 2 per cent of global trade, should look aggressively to expand
its share. After all, in the current economic environment of subdued domestic demand
and investment, exports could provide the much needed boost to growth.

PULLBACK AND CHAOS

US withdrawal from Kurdish Syria, the manner in which it has
been done, augurs more instability in the region

N OCTOBER 15, US President Donald Trump tweeted that “after defeating
100% of the ISIS caliphate... I said to my generals, why should we be fight-
ing for Syria and Assad to protect the land of our enemy? Anyone who wants
toassist Syria in protecting the Kurds, whether it is Russia, China or Napoleon
Bonaparte. I hope they do great, we are 7,000 miles away”. The most charitable view of
Trump’s withdrawal of US forces from north-east Syria, an area under Kurdish control
with its capital in Rojava, is that he is attempting to fulfill his promise of extricating the
US from the conflicts it has been embroiled in across the globe ahead of the 2020 US pres-
idential elections. The manner of the troop withdrawal, though, has strengthened the
Bashar al Assad regime, sharpened the conflict in the region, as well as increased the in-
fluence of Russia in West Asia. From a US foreign policy perspective, these outcomes are
an unmitigated failure. For regional and global security, they augur a time of instability.

In the immediate aftermath of Trump’s decision, Turkey’s President Recep Erdogan or-
dered his troops into the region, and there are reports of civilian casualties. US troops had
suffered minimal casualties and were a buffer protecting the Kurdish forces. Erdogan, who
isfacing a violent Kurdish-led in insurgency in his own country, seems to be seeking a deeper
strategic buffer through military control of Syria’s autonomous Kurdish region. In a corner,
and abandoned by their US allies, Rojava has sought assistance from Assad, and Russia and
Iran too are expected to back the Assad regime, filling the power vacuum left by the US.
Erdogan, for his part, seems undeterred by the sporadic threats of sanctions and other diplo-
matic consequences by the US and NATO.

Trump’s sudden withdrawal, without getting security guarantees from Ankara, is likely
to be counterproductive. First, the claim that the “ISIS caliphate” has been defeated may be
technically true, but many IS fighters retreated into remote parts of Iraq and Syria. Since the
conflict in Syria began in 2015, the Kurds, helped by their US allies, were instrumental in the
fight against the Islamic State. The remnants of the IS, now, may be emboldened. Second, the
Assad regime, which the US accused of war crimes, has consolidated and itsinfluence is cer-
tainly waxing, along with that of Russia. Finally, an aggressive and expansionist Turkey could
pose along-term challenge to the regional balance of power. It has long been aNATO ally and
even houses a US military base with nuclear capabilities. In the near term, what is required
is well-thought out, firm diplomacy by the US and other world powers, that goes far beyond
what President Trump’s tweets have hinted at.

A WIN-WIN

In embracing both Atwood and Evaristo, the
Booker prize makes a heartening statement

HE 2019 BOOKER Prize for Fiction has been awarded jointly to Margaret

Atwood, for The Testaments, and Bernardine Evaristo, for Girl, Woman, Other,

opening up a backlash against the selection of two winners, when the rules,

tweaked in 1993, stipulate that the prize cannot be shared. But this has been
an unusual Booker season in more ways than one, and, mostly for happy reasons.

Of the 13 books on the longlist this year, eight were by women. The shortlist of six had
four women authors. The 1959-born Evaristo is the first black woman to win the Booker
since its 1969 inception. Atwood, at 79, is the oldest-ever winner. Once we get past the sta-
tistics — and ruffled emotions — we could take a moment to let it sink in that this could
well be the year when the Booker Prize came of age. In rebelling against convention and
going beyond discussions of colour, age or other restrictive notions, it has embraced both
the overarching genius of Atwood and the sparkling originality of Evaristo's achievement.
A vocal advocate of inclusive literature and gay rights, the eight-book-old Evaristo has
worked for the stage and radio, besides writing short fiction, poetry and essays. Atwood,
who won the Booker first in 2000 for The Blind Assassin, needs little introduction.

This is not to say that the inequity will end with this year's award. Dana Beth Weinberg
and Adam Kapelner of Queens College-CUNY, in a 2018 paper published in the journal PLOS
One, presented sobering findings — books by women were revealed to be priced, on an
average, 45 per cent lower than books by men. For writers of colour, especially women,
the numbers are starker. But the conversation around women’s writing must be more
widely joined. As one of the Booker judges, Afua Hirsch, wrote, “You cannot compare
them. But you can recognise them both. And I'm glad this is what we did.”

investors before reforming labour, land acquisition laws

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT AND VIHANG JUMLE

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi
launched the Make in India campaign on
September 25, 2014 with these words: “I tell
the world, ‘Make in India’. Sell anywhere but
manufacture here.” Modi aspired to emulate
China — a country he had visited many times
as Gujarat chief minister — in attracting for-
eign investment to industrialise India. The
objective was, officially, to increase the man-
ufacturing sector’s growth rate to 12-14 per
cent per annum in order to increase this sec-
tor’s share in the economy from 16 to 25 per
cent of the GDP by 2022 — and to create 100
million additional jobs by then.

Five years later, this policy has produced
contrasting results. Foreign direct investment
(EDI) has increased from $16 billion in 2013-
14 to $36 billion in 2015-16. But this remark-
able achievement needs to be qualified from
two standpoints. First, FDIs have plateaued
since 2016 and second, they are not contribut-
ing to India’s industrialisation. FDIs in the
manufacturing sector, in fact, are on the wane.
In 2017-18, they were just above $7 billion,
asagainst $9.6 billion in 2014-15. Services cor-
nered most of the FDIs — $23.5 billion, more
than three times that of the manufacturing
sector. This is a clear reflection of the the
Indian economy’s traditional strong points,
where computer services, for instance, are re-
markably developed. But can a country rely
on services without developing an industrial
base? The response is clearly no and this is
why “Make in India” was initiated.

Theidea, then, was to promote export-led
growth: Foreign investors were invited to
make inIndia, not necessarily for India. But few
investors have been attracted by this prospect,
and India’s share in the global exports of man-
ufactured products remains around 2 per cent
— China’sis around 18 per cent.

Why has Make in India failed to deliver?
First, a large fraction of the Indian FDI is nei-
ther foreign nor direct but comes from
Mauritius-based shell companies. Indian tax
authorities suspected that most of these in-
vestments were “black money” from India,
which was routed via Mauritius. Second, the

Bureaucratic procedures and
corruption continue to make
India less attractive for
investors. It has made
progress in the World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business
index, but even then, is
ranked 77 among 190
countries. India ranks 78 out
0f 180 countries in
Transparency International’s
Corruption Perception
Index. To acquire land to
build a plant, for instance,
remains difficult. India has
slipped 10 places in the latest
annual Global
Competitiveness Index
compiled by Geneva-based
‘World Economic Forum
(WEEF).
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WORDLY WISE
WAR 1S WHAT HAPPENS WHEN LANGUAGE FAILS.

— MARGARET ATWOOD

productivity of Indian factories is low.
According to a McKinsey report, “workers in
India’s manufacturing sector are almost four
and five times less productive, on average,
than their counterparts in Thailand and
China”. This is not just because of insufficient
skills, but also because the size of the indus-
trial units is too small for attaining economies
of scale, investing in modern equipment and
developing supply chains. Why are compa-
nies small? Partly by choice, because labour
regulations are more complicated for plants
with more than 100 employees. Government
approval is required under the Industrial
Disputes Act of 1947 before laying off any
employee and the Contract Labour Act of
1970 requires government and employee ap-
proval for simple changes in an employee’s
job description or duties.

Infrastructure is also a problem area.
Although electricity costs are about the same
inIndia and China, power outages are much
higher in India. Moreover, transportation
takes much more time in India. According to
Google Maps, it takes about 12.5 hours to
travel the 1,213 km distance between Beijing
to Shanghai. A Delhi to Mumbai trip of 1,414
km, via National Highway 48, in contrast,
takes about 22 hours. Average speeds in the
China are about 100 km per hour, while in
India, they are about 60 km per hour.
Railways in India have saturated while Indian
ports have constantly been outperformed by
many Asian countries. The 2016 World
Bank’s Global Performance Index ranked
India 35th among 160 countries. Singapore
was ranked fifth, China 25th and Malaysia
32nd. The average ship turnaround time in
Singapore was less than a day; in India, it was
2.04 days.

Bureaucratic procedures and corruption
continue to make India less attractive for in-
vestors. It has made progress in the World
Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index, but even
then, is ranked 77 among 190 countries. India
ranks 78 out of 180 countries in
Transparency International’s Corruption
Perception Index. To acquire land to build a

plant, for instance, remains difficult. India
has slipped 10 places in the latest annual
Global Competitiveness Index compiled by
Geneva-based World Economic Forum
(WEEF).

There was clearly a contradiction in the
attempt to attract foreign investors to Make
in India before completing the reforms of
labour and land acquisition laws.
Liberalisation is not the panacea for all that
ails the economy, but it is a prerequisite if
India intends to follow an export-oriented
growth pattern.

A significant move in this direction was
made last month with the reduction of the
company tax from about 35 to about 25 per
cent (at least on paper), a rate comparable
with most of India’s neighbours. This reform
isalso consistent with the government’s effort
to compete with South East Asian countries,
in particular, to attract FDIs. This competition
has acquired a new dimension in the context
of the US-China trade dispute. After the
Trump administration increases tariffs on
Chinese exports to the US, several companies
will shift their plants from China to other
Asian countries. Some of them have already
done so. According to the Japanese financial
firm Nomura, only three of the 56 companies
that decided to relocate from China moved
to India. Of them, Foxconn is a major player
which will be now assembling its top-end
iPhones inIndia. Whether other big multina-
tionals will begin to show interest at manu-
facturing in India remains to be seen.

But India will have to face another exter-
nal challenge too as it sees capital fleeing the
country. The net outflow of capital has
jumped as the rupee has dropped from 54 a
dollar in 2013 to more than 70 to a dollar in
2019, at a time when oil is becoming more
expensive.

Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, and Professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s India
Institute, London. Jumle is an associate at
Ikigai Law, New Delhi

SAFFRON IN THE SLUMS

Among the urban poor, two strands of Hindutva mobilisation are emerging

BADRI NARAYAN

B R AMBEDKAR often expressed how the
Indian village was the setting for the discrim-
ination of Dalits, and that they should mi-
grate to cities. Dalits do suffer from the myr-
iad oppressions heaped on them by
dominant castes and along with other mar-
ginal sections of society, have migrated to
cities, towns and kasbahs and settled mostly
in slums. They constitute about 17 per cent of
the country’s urban-dwelling population. In
Uttar Pradesh, slum dwellers constitute
about 14 per cent of the urban population,
according to the 2011 census. Most of them
are poor and from marginalised sections.

Slums have emerged as sites for the prac-
tice of Hindutva politics. We are habituated
to viewing this section of people as subjects
who desire and demand houses, jobs, ration
cards, medical treatment, etc. But they also
aspire towards creating small temples in
their bastis, where they can assemble, wor-
ship and share their joys and sorrows (sukh-
dukh)with their neighbours. With economic
betterment, slum dwellers are also aspiring
for religious empowerment. Dalits and other
marginalised people residing in slums are
becoming increasingly aware of their reli-
gious identity as Hindus.

The RSS and its various affiliates enter
slums through running schools, organising
medical camps, etc. RSS shakhas are also ex-
panding their footprint among the urban
poor by giving them a “Hindu” identity. Small
Hindutva organisations with various names
such as Hindu Yuva Vahini and Hindu
Rakshak Sangh have been working in the

These two types of
organisations have differing
strategies. On the one hand,
the RSS and some of its
affiliates are working among
the urban poor through
‘sewa’ and ‘sahyog’. On the
other hand, various small
Hindutva outfits are trying
mobilise these slum-dwelling
populations through an
aggressive Hindutva
discourse.

OCTOBER 17,1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

PAK ELECTION DELAYED
PAKISTAN PRESIDENT General Zia-ul-Haq
postponed national elections indefinitely,
banned all political activity in the country
and imposed press censorship. The elections
had been set for November 17 by Zia. In a na-
tionwide broadcast, he said he took the strin-
gent measures because the November 17 poll
would not have led to a stable government.
The broadcast followed speculation that the
army general would not carry out the prom-
ised elections because of a fear that the
daughter of the late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
whom Zia overthrew two years ago and who
was hanged last April, would have ridden to
victory on a sympathy vote.

juggi-jhopari colonies in various UP cities.

These two types of organisations have
differing strategies. On the one hand, the RSS
and some of its affiliates are working among
the urban poor through “sewa” and “sahyog”.
On the other hand, various small Hindutva
outfits are trying mobilise these slum-
dwelling populations through an aggressive
Hindutva discourse. The RSS-generated dis-
course is aimed at reshaping their identity
as “Hindu Nagrik”, by inspiring them to im-
bibe and perform various Hindu sanskaras. In
contrast, the other organisations are trying
to produce a proud identity as Hindus among
Dalit slum dwellers.

The tone and tenor of these two
Hindutva-based campaigns is producing two
different political cultures. These may over-
lap, but they also diverge into two streams
of Hindutva identity. The first positions itself
asa “soft Hindu” identity, while the second is
a proponent of an aggressive Hinduism. At
times, the RSS looks uncomfortable with the
presence and growing influence of these
smaller, aggressive Hindutva outfits. The
Sangh appears to have some difficulty in
handling these groups. One may find conflict
and contestation between these two streams
of Hindutva politics.

Both kinds of outfits help to create a po-
litical ambience that likely helps a party like
the BJP. But they are producing two different
kinds of Hindutva subjectivities: The first
wants to appropriate the communities in
these slums within its own Hindutva frame;
the second does not tolerate any difference in

EcoNOMICS NOBEL

THE NOBEL PRIZE in economics was
awarded jointly to American Theodore
Schultz of Chicago and West Indian-born Sir
Arthur Lewis of Princeton University, for pi-
oneering work into economic development
research. The prize was given to Schultz and
Lewis “for their pioneering research into eco-
nomic development with particular consid-
eration of the problems of developing coun-
tries”, according to the citation by the Royal
Academy of Sciences.

POOR BUTLER
AN ITEM IN the London Financial Times
notes: “A class of Eton boys was asked the

New Delhi

identity and culture.

Itis certainly the case that only a thinline
separates the two political cultures emerging
in the slums of UP. But both these strands are
working separately. Some people, who form
the backbone of the smaller groups, may
have been part of an RSS shakha at some
point in their lives, but they have now
evolved their own ways of functioning.

At one point, slums were considered a
space for radical Ambedkarite and Left poli-
tics. That appears to be changing in UP. From
the initial years, when Kanshi Ram used
these sites to evolve Bahujan politics, they
are now turning into Hindutva spaces.

The transformation of these social loca-
tions from the BSP’s “blue” to saffron is tak-
ing place at a rapid pace. Since Hindutva
groups use religious identity as an important
axis of social, political and cultural mobilisa-
tion, they have managed to link the eco-
nomic aspiration in UP’s slums with religious
empowerment.

Today, in the slums, one can view well-
organised programmes featuring chants of
the Sunder Kand Path and Hanuman Chalisa.
The RSS is also working towards building
small temples dedicated to Hindu deities.

Both types of Hindutva organisations see
religious conversion as a threat in these soci-
eties and view their work as antidote to the
same. They claim that their efforts are
strengthening Hindu society.

The writer is professor, Govind Ballabh Pant
Social Science Institute, Allahabad

other day to write a story about poverty.
‘There was once a very poor family,” wrote
one 13-year-old. ‘The father was poor, the
mother was poor, the children were poor.

) 9

Even the butler was poor’.

NEW SIKKIM GOVT

AJANATA PARISHAD ministry, headed by Nar
Bahadur Bhandari, will be installed in office
in Sikkim. Bhandari told newsmen, after the
governor had invited him to form the min-
istry, that his government would work vigor-
ously for the all-round development of
Sikkim. The single-tier ministry will be com-

pact, not exceeding eight members, he
added.
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Light on national security

Signs of long-pending reforms are finally visible. But the lack of clarity about the role of
Chief of Defence Staff and bellicose talk by politicians and soldiers are not reassuring

ARUN PRAKASH

STRATEGIC CULTUREIS said to have a signif-
icant impact on national security and state
behaviour. In 1992, RAND Corporation ana-
lyst, George Tanham had pronounced that a
combination of “lofty Hindu philosophy and
afatalistic outlook” had prevented the devel-
opment of a strategic culture in India, and
that “... Indian elites showed little evidence
of having systematically thought about na-
tional strategy”. Tanham'’s contentions were
contested by those who asserted that being
heirs to the rich philosophy of Vedic litera-
ture, epics like the Ramayana and
Mahabharata, and the wisdom of Chanakya’s
Arthashastra, Indians had never lacked a
strategic culture. They also, stressed that,
right from independence, India had followed
a pragmatic grand strategy, scripted by
Jawaharlal Nehru. Its elements included, do-
mestically, secular federalism, a socialist
command-economy, pursuit of self-reliance
and externally, and a policy of non-alignment
to avoid military conflicts.

This Nehruvian legacy was accompanied
by a utopian proclivity for pacifism and dis-
dain for the armed forces, rooted in phobia
about military coups. According to Yale
University professor, Steven Wilkinson, the
Congress party evolved “specific ‘coup-proof-
ing’ strategies to balance the power of the
military during India’s first decade”. Most of
these measures have remained in place ever
since: The military continues to be excluded
from the government’s policy/decision-mak-
ing process and the armed forces HQs are still
subordinated to a civilian Department of
Defence. Wilkinson suggests that the growth
of the Central Armed Police Forces from
29,000 in 1961 to 1.1 million in 2017 is an-
other “coup proofing” measure to “balance”
the 1.3-million army.

The past five years have seen the last ves-
tiges of the Nehruvian legacy being progres-
sively swept away. Conclusive proof of this
came when the present government ordered
retaliatory raids, in peace time, on Pakistani
soil. These not only marked a major shift of
political focus that brought national security
to centrestage, but also shattered two shibbo-
leths: First, that India’s timidity, disguised as
“strategic restraint”, was a chronic affliction;
and second, that any armed incursion into
Pakistan, ran the risk of a nuclear response.
The latter, in any case, was an excessively
alarmist view, given that the nuclear “red
lines” informally signalled by Pakistan are far
more stringent.

With the 2019 election-campaign behind
us and politics having resumed normal
tempo, there has been speculation whether
the NDA government’s newfound focus on
national security signifies a strategic trans-
formation or merely a vote-garnering elec-
tion gambit. Such scepticism was not unjus-
tified, given that the BJP’s 2014 election
manifesto, had promised to “address the is-
sue of organisational reforms” in defence, and
to “ensure greater participation of armed
forces in the decision-making process of the
MoD”. While the ensuing five years saw no
change in South Block, some recent “straws
in the wind” may indicate growing political

MRITYUNJAY KUMAR

WHEN A respected english news magazine
adjudged UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath
as the best performing CM across big Indian
states on Independence Day eve, it was an en-
dorsement of his government’s work in the
past two-and-a-half years. The Adityananth
government has already reached milestones
that a majority of previous governments
couldn’taccomplish in their full tenure.

The figures speak for themselves. By cre-
ating over 2.5 lakh jobs in the government
sector and over 20 lakh jobs in the private
sector, the government has surpassed the
job-creation record of the Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj Party regimes. Another
achievement of the Adityanath government
is getting the status of best-performing state
on 20 different counts, including the imple-
mentation of Central schemes. Be it the con-
struction of over 25 lakh houses under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and 2.61 crore
toilets under Swachh Bharat, 1.35 crore LPG
connections under Ujjawala Yojana and
1.1crore power connections under the
Saubhagya scheme, the state is number one
in the country. Adityanath’s first decision as
CM was to waive Rs 36,000 crore worth of
loans of over 86 lakh farmers. Since then, UP
has become the first state to make DBT pay-
ment to its farmers.

The central government has honoured
the state for making maximum purchases
through e-markets. It is also number one in
establishing micro, medium and small en-

interest in national security issues. The most
significant of these and one that demands
our close attention is the long awaited initi-
ation of national security reforms. One hopes
that the April 2018 appointment of the
National Security Adviser (NSA) to head the
newly constituted Defence Planning
Committee and his post-election elevation
to cabinet rank were harbingers of this re-
form-process.

A lack of transparency, however, raises
larger questions about the roles of the Raksha
Mantri (RM), the Chiefs of Staff and the
Defence Secretary vis-a-vis the NSA in the
new ambit of national security decision-
making. While Prime Minister Modi’s an-
nouncement, on August 15, about creation
of a Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), received
widespread welcome, it adds a new and
complex dimension to India’s national secu-
rity paradigm.

ACDS must not be created in isolation be-
cause, normatively, it carries with ita whole
eco-system that could transform India’s na-
tional security, if correctly implemented. In
theory, as the senior-most armed forces of-
ficer and Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee,
the CDS would be the military adviser to the
PM and RM. Apart from his key role in the nu-
clear command chain, he would evolve a pri-
oritised tri-service perspective plan for force
modernisation and enable fiscal support. This
task would be immeasurably facilitated by
the issuance of a national security
doctrine/strategy which highlights national
aims, objectives and interests, and clearly de-
fines the military wherewithal required to
achieve them.

The CDS would oversee the integration of
the armed forces HQs with the civilian MoD
and implement “jointness” amongst the
three armed forces, progressively ushering
in the theatre command concept. In reality,
however, if not empowered adequately or if
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found in conflict with the NSA, the CDS could
easily be reduced to an inconsequential “pa-
per-tiger”.

Another topic that two RMs, in succes-
sion, have dwelt upon — albeit in passing —
is the principle of “no first use” (NFU) of nu-
clear weapons embedded in India’s 2003
Nuclear Doctrine. NFU was adopted, not
merely as a token of nuclear restraint and re-
sponsible conduct, on India’s part, but also
because it is, by far, the least burdensome
and inexpensive form of nuclear-deterrence.

While ambiguity and doctrinal unpre-
dictability may be useful to keep one’s ad-
versary off-balance, nuclear deterrenceis far
too serious a matter to be the subject of off-
the-cuff public utterances by senior politi-
cians. On the other hand, a formal review of
the nuclear doctrine (including the NFU un-
dertaking) is long overdue and must be un-
dertaken.

In similar vein is casual, bellicose talk
about “re-taking” of Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir, presumably by military means. Let
us remember that a major part of J&K’s ter-
ritory has been in our physical possession
since the state legally acceded to India in
1947. Whether the hearts and minds of the
people of the Valley are with us, remains a
question unanswered. Once peace and pros-
perity prevail in our J&K; it is more than likely
that the people of PoK would clamour to join
their Indian brethren.

Finally, a word of advice for our military
leadership. It is most heartening for the cit-
izen to hear, from them, that our troops are
in fine fettle and combat-ready. However,
one’s confidence evaporates when they are
heard parroting political rhetoric or in-
dulging in bombast. We are not Pakistan, and
dignified reticence on the part of our soldiery
would be far more reassuring.

The writer is a retired chief of naval staff

Between image and reality

Under Yogi Adityanath, Uttar Pradesh is making a break from its past

terprises. The Adityanath government has
paid arecord Rs 73,000 crore to cane farmers,
who were reeling under crop losses. The gov-
ernment’s earnings have increased by almost
24 per cent under key heads as compared to
the SP regime. The revenue under six major
heads — excise, commercial tax, transport,
mining, GST and VAT, and registration — has
gone up toRs 1.2 lakh crore in 2018-19, com-
pared to Rs 86,000 crore in 2016-17 under
the SP regime.

Law and order has been UP’s bane and
lawlessness reached its zenith during the SP
regime. Adityanath took the menace by its
horns. The elimination of over 100 and the
arrest of over 10,000 dreaded criminals has
not only broken the swag of anti-social ele-
ments, but has also restored people’s confi-
dence in the government and the police.
Those who accuse the government of pur-
suing an “encounter policy” should realise
that there is no policy as such. It’s just a mat-
ter of giving operational freedom to the po-
lice to tackle crime.

Those who still cite cases like the Unnao
rape case — more of a social issue than a law
and order problem — should actually see the
difference on ground. The government also
cleared the long-pending recruitment of
75,000 police personnel and is all set to recruit
many more.

On the education front, the biggest feat of
the UP government has been the decimation
of the copying mafia in board examinations.

The examination centres which were hotspots
of organised copying have been debarred.

During the previous regimes, MoUs
would be announced but nothing much fol-
lowed. We have already seen two ground-
breaking ceremonies in which investment
worth Rs 1.50 lakh crore — out of Rs 4.28 lakh
crore pledged at the February 2018 investors
meet — has actualised.

The Lucknow Metro has been opera-
tionalised. Work on the Agra and Kanpur
metros is on the fast track. The government
is also targeting a 24-month deadline for
completing three expressways —
Poorvanchal, Bundelkhand and Ganga. These
super highways will provide direct road ac-
cess to the national capital: One can drive
down to any corner of the state from Delhi
in 8-10 hours.

The success of the government in con-
trolling Japanese encephalitis in eastern UP
is the stuff of folklore. When over 60 children
died at Gorakhpur’s BRD Hospital in August
2017, Adityanath was unfairly criticised.
Everyone forgot that he was the only leader
from eastern UP who fought for the eradica-
tion of encephalitis — from Parliament to the
street. He, however, took the criticism in his
stride and marshalled a final assault on the
menace. Result: The number of deaths from
AES has dropped from 655 in 2017 to just 42
in 2019 (till September 15). The number of
JE cases has dropped from 93 to just 4.

When have you seen a CM who visits

three different locations in the state to have
a first-hand account of development work,
comes back to the state capital to hold a cab-
inet meeting in the evening and then again
sits through hours-long power-point presen-
tations of the departments or video-confer-
encing with districts? It’s this work culture
that has led to the success of mega events
like the Kumbh — the biggest so far visited
by nearly 22 crore people — and Pravasi
Bharatiya Diwas.

The biggest endorsement of the UP CM’s
work was the affection shown by the people
of UP in the Lok Sabha elections. While the
critics and Opposition were expecting a saf-
fron doom after the forging of an opportunis-
tic alliance between the SP and BSP, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s charisma and
Adityanath’s work stunned the naysayers.
The honour didn’t come as a surprise to those
who have been watching Adityanath ever
since he became an MP at the age of 26 in
1998. He had been one of the best perform-
ing MPs for nearly two decades. But one
would hardly find his mention whenever
MPs’ report cards were discussed

Since Adityanath wears saffron and takes
pride in being a torch-bearer of Hindutva,
there has been a sustained design to ignore
all his work as a people’s representative. Can
there be a starker example of intolerance?

The writer is media adviser
to the UP chief minister
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Instead of solving the problem, the US is increasingly creating a problem for
the world. It is hoped the US can reflect upon itself. As a superpower with far-
reaching interests, the US will benefit the most from a benign world order.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Intelligence of
the future

Al could transform the world. India and UAE
could be partners in the transformation

SULTAN AHMED
AL JABER

I REMEMBER watching the 1997 battle of
the chess “grandmasters”, one a person and
the other a machine. The machine, IBM’s
Deep Blue supercomputer, eventually de-
feated the human, world chess champion
Gary Kasparov. And  wonder what the re-
sult would be today if an Al-run machine
were to be pitted against the current world
chess champion Magnus Carlsen.

The result probably would be the same
but with one difference — the play would
be far more exciting than it was more than
two decades ago. Deep Blue didn’t use tech-
niques that would be considered true Al by
today’s standards. Instead it relied on “brute
force” methods of calculating every possi-
ble option at high speed, rather than
analysing gameplay and learning about the
game.

Since 1997, Al has advanced a great deal,
but so has our understanding of this ex-
traordinary technology. Therefore, the
more important question today is not
whether Al could outsmart some of the
most brilliant minds on earth, but how we
can leverage Al as a powerful and tremen-
dously efficient tool.

Governments and businesses around
the world are determined to make the next
decade a truly transformative time, with
experts predicting that by 2030 Al could
contribute $16 trillion to the global econ-
omy. However, the humankind, not Al, will
be the real driver of such transformation.

The UAE’s founding father, the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, under-
stood the real driver behind any substantial
progress: “No matter how many buildings,
foundations, schools and hospitals we build,
or how many bridges we raise, all these are
material entities. The real spirit behind the
progress is the human spirit, the able man
with his intellect and capabilities.”

[ strongly believe that to fully unleash
the potential of Al, we must first advance
research of this technology and bring it to
the forefront of academia. Indeed, the UAE
created the post of Minister of State for
Artificial Intelligence at the same time as it
assigned Advanced Skills to the Minster of
State for Higher Education. This was done
because the UAE firmly believes that Aland
these advanced skills go hand in hand.

Advanced technologies, such as Al, are be-
coming all the more indispensable. It is,
therefore, paramount for individuals to
master these skills in this rapidly trans-
forming world.

Itis in this spirit that education leaders
need to shape the future for our schools and
universities. That’s why the UAE and Abu
Dhabi recently announced the establish-
ment of the world’s first graduate-level, re-
search-based Al university — the
Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial
Intelligence (MBZUAI). Our goal is for the
new university to equip and empower
graduate students from around the world
to lead us into the Al-driven era.

And I firmly believe MBZUAI provides
another great opportunity for India and the
UAE to work together and benefit both
countries along the way.

India is already the UAE’s second-
largest trade partner and the UAE has be-
come India’s third-largest trading partner,
with the total non-oil trade between the
two countries recorded at $35.9 billion in
2018. The long and close relationship be-
tween the two countries, built on histori-
cal, deep-rooted and age-old cultural, reli-
gious and economic ties, can now extend
to advanced Al-focused education, which
can help contribute to India’s march to-
wards the ambitious goal of becoming a $5-
trillion economy.

MBZUAI will help build the necessary
Al ecosystem that the world needs to lever-
age the full potential of this technology. To
realise this, the university will offer post-
graduate (MSc and PhD) programmes in
the key areas of Al: Machine Learning,
Computer Vision, and Natural Language
Processing. All of these are critical to catal-
yse social progress around the world, and
especially on our continent that is home to
some of the fastest developing nations in
the world.

India has historically produced a large
number of engineers, mathematicians and
software developers every year. By 2020,
India will be the youngest country in the
world, with a median age of 29 years.

Implementing a national Al strategy at
the scale of a country like India will require
an upskilling of this young talented work-
force and student body. I hope that India
and the UAE, with the world’s first Minister
of State for Artificial Intelligence and the
first dedicated graduate level research-
based Al university, will work together as
the two countries, and the world, enter a
truly Al-empowered era.

The writer is UAE minister of state and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial
Intelligence

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A FINE BALANCE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Govt call-
ing the SC shots?’ (IE, October 16).
Article 124 gives primacy to the
President on appointments to the
higher judiciary, with the President be-
ing bound by the advice of the council
of ministers. So in effect, the executive
has an upper hand. The Supreme Court
should have given the NJAC a fair trial
before adjudicating onits fate. The judi-
ciary lost an exceptional opportunity to
work with the other branches of the
governmentin aninstitutional arrange-
ment. The NJAC would have institution-
alised the process of appointments in
the higher judiciary, by keeping execu-
tive adhocism in check.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

WIN THE HEARTS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Erasing
the slate’ (IE, October 16).The govern-
ment’s attempt to write off the past po-
litical legacy in J&K and experiment
with new or middle rung of leaders is
not prudent. It will not assuage the sen-
timents in the Valley. The government’s
action can be likened with the country’s
colonial rulers.J&K is an integral part of
India and these developments further
alienate its people.

Deepak Singhal, Chennai

CAPTAIN AGAIN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Running
the game’. The appointment of former
Indian Cricket Team Captain Sourav
Ganguly as BCCI President is heart-
warming news. It’s good to learn that
Ganguly’s priority is first-class players
and clearing the mess at the richest
cricket body in the world. Issues like
why there is no Indian umpire in the ICC
Elite panel and reducing the gulf be-
tween women and men’s cricket
should also be Ganguly’s priorities. Total
transparency when it comes to finan-
cial management is something the BCCI
cannot put on the backburner. With
Anshuman Gaikwad and Shantha

New Delhi

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

Rangaswamy having been elected as
Indian Cricketer Association’s represen-
tatives, issues pertaining to former play-
ers like pension will be taken care.

Bal Govind, Noida

STUBBLE PROBLEM

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Court tells
NGT, more subsidies will not reduce
stubble burning,’ (IE, October 16). The
burning of crop stubble is a problem
that comes to haunt Punjab and
Haryana every year and its effects are
seen on the rising pollution levels in the
neighbouring Delhi. In 2015, the
National Green Tribunal had banned
the burning of crop stubble but the
farmers in Punjab and Haryana contin-
ued the practice. One solutions could
be to use machines to weed out the crop
residue.

Devendra Khurana, Bhopal

MANTO REDUX

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Where do
I belong?’ (IE, October 14). Obtaining a
legal identity is so convoluted, so com-
plex thatif Sadat Hasan Manto was alive
today, he would have found us all as
flustered as his iconic character, Toba
Tek Singh.

Sangeeta Kampani, Mumbai



