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LETTERS ROGATORY IN COAL INVOICE CASE

Big setback for DRI in
Adani probe, HC scraps
its global info requests

Says agency should have registered
FIRs first but doesn’t go into merits

SAILEEDHAYALKAR
& KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 17

IN Abig setback to the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), the
Bombay High Court Thursday
ruled in favour of Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL) and
quashed all Letters Rogatory (LRs)
sent by DRI to foreign countries
pertaining to alleged overvalua-
tion of Indonesian coal imports
from 2011 to 2015 by two Adani
firms, halting the investigations
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AMILBHATNAGAR
BAREILLY,OCTOBER 17

AROUND 6.30 pm last Thursday,
two workers were digging up a
small portion of amuddy field at
the Bareilly cremation ground to
bury an infant who had died
minutes after birth. The infant’s
parents, a trader and his wife,
looked on. About three feet
down, they came across a cloth
bundle. What happened next
made them freeze in fear.

As they threw the packet
away, they heard a faint cry from
inside. One worker fled from the
spot, the other ran to call the

by the agency which were going
on since 2016.

An LR is a formal request
between two countries party to
aMutual Legal Assistance Treaty
(MLAT), seeking judicial assis-
tance in accessing information
on an offshore entity in connec-
tion with an ongoing probe.

A division bench of Justice
Ranjit More and Justice Bharati
H Dangre, allowing the writ pe-
tition filed by Adani Enterprises,
said that DRI cannot issue LRs
under Section 166A of the Code
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To get Valley kids back to school,
J&K announces Class 5-12 exams

Parents fearful, schools say need to
spread word and step up security

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 17

IN A move aimed at bringing
children back to school, the
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration has announced the dates
for year-end examinations from
Class 5 to Class 12 in the Valley.

The announcement comes at
a time when the region is in the
midst of a shutdown against
the Centre’s August 5
decision to scrap the state’s spe-
cial status and bifurcate it into
two Union Territories.

The move to conduct exami-
nations is similar to 2016, when
after months of violent protests
in the Valley following the killing

of Hizbul Mujahedeen com-
mander Burhan Wani, the then
PDP government too had an-
nounced examinations amidst
the shutdown.

The State Institute of
Education (SEI) and J&K Board of
School Education (JKBOSE) have
separately issued date sheets for
Classes 5to 12.

JKBOSE chairperson Veena
Pandita told The Indian Express
that examinations for Class 10
will start from October 29, Class
12 from October 30 and final
examinations for Class 9 will
start from November 18. She said
the Class 10 exam will be com-
pleted in 20 days while Class 9
and 12 exams will be completed

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

PoLL Duty, NAGALAND IN MUMBAI

Women police personnel from Nagaland in Mumbai for election duty. Ganesh Shirsekar

Shah has a history lesson: Don’t blame
others, rewriting it our responsibility

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 17

SAYING IT is time to “stop blam-
ing” historians from the Left,
British and Mughal eras for the
“injustice done to our true his-
tory”, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah Thursday asked historians
to “rewrite” India’s history ac-
cording to “our own viewpoint”.

Addressing a seminar on the
5th-Century Gupta emperor
Skandagupta, ‘Guptavanshak-
Veer: Skandagupta
Vikramaditya’, at the Banaras
Hindu University in Varanasi,
Shah said historians need to
include 200 important person-

At BHU for seminar on Skandagupta Thursday. P11

alities and 25 dynasties.
Recalling the achievements of
the Maurya, Magadh, Gupta,
Vijayanagar empires, the role of
Maharana Pratap, Chhatrapati

Shivaji and the sacrifice of the
Sikh gurus, he also said: “If it were
not for Veer Savarkar, we would
have failed to register the 1857
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Markets at policy table: New faces in PM council

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

IN A move that could bring its
advisory council’s ears closer to
the ground and to market reali-
ties, the government Thursday
announced the appointment of
Nilesh Shah, MD of Kotak
Mahindra Mutual Fund, and
Neelkanth Mishra, MD, India
Strategist and co-head of equity
strategy, Asia Pacific for Credit
Suisse, for two years as part-time

watchman. Gathering courage,
the worker and the watchman
opened the bag. Inside was an
earthen pot, and inside the pot
was a baby girl — she was alive.

A week later, no one knows
who her parents are but doctors
say she is on a slow path to re-
covery.

“Had she been found a few
hours later, the dehydration
could have been fatal,” says
Dr Ravi Khanna, a paediatrician
whois treating the infant at New
Born Child and Critical Care
Centre, which he runs.

The infant weighed merely
1.2 kg when she was found and
has gained 65 grams since then.

Two year terms for Nilesh
Shah and Neelkanth Mishra

members of the economic advi-
sory council of the Prime
Minister.

Her blood platelets count had
dropped to 10,000, alarmingly
less than the average prescribed
number, which ranges between
1.5 lakh to 4 lakh. Due to expo-
sure, she was also down with a
bacterial infection and is being
given antibiotics. Her milk con-
sumption has gone up from5 gm
to25gm.

“Her breathing has regu-
larised. We are making all efforts
to assist her in recovery,” says
Khanna.

According to local officials,
the infant was about 4-5 days old
when she was buried alive. She
was initially admitted in the
women'’s wing of the District

While Vv Anantha
Nageswaran, dean of Institute of
Financial Management and
Research, was the third person
to be inducted into EAC, the
appointment comes almost
three weeks after the two part-
time members Rathin Roy and
Shamika Ravi were dropped
from the council and Sajjid
Chinoy, chief India economist at
JP Morgan, was inducted into it.

Speaking on his appoint-
ment, Shah said: “Thisisan hon-
our to serve the country. I look

forward to add value to the com-
mittee from my learnings of last
three decades as a student of the
market.”

Shah has been a star fund
manager for over two decades —
he has handled ICICI Prudential
Mutual Fund and was CEO of
Axis Capital, the investment
banking arm of Axis Bank.

At atime when various indi-
cators including bank credit
growth, sales of passenger vehi-
cles, two wheelers and retail
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The infant at a private hospital in Bareilly, UP. Amit Mehra
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Singh in Mumbai on Thursday. Ganesh Shirsekar

POLL CAMPAIGN
ingh signals a
ong shift on

rticle370an

eer Savarkar

Art. 370 was temporary, says Singh;
softens party’s criticism of Savarkar

SANDEEP ASHAR
& MANOJ CG
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,
OCTOBER17

WITH MAHARASHTRA and
Haryana voting for new assem-
blies in four days, former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
Thursday nuanced the Congress
position on the removal of J&K’s
special status, saying the party
believes that Article 370 was a
“temporary measure” under the
Constitution. This is the first time
a Congress leader of Singh’s
stature has articulated such a
view.

Underlining that the “party
had voted in favour of the dilu-
tion of Article 370 in Parliament”,
Singh told reporters in Mumbai
that the Congress was “opposed
to the high-handed manner” in
which it was done.

He also balanced the aggres-
sive Congress view on Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar — days after
his party had slammed the
Maharashtra BJP for pledging in
its manifesto a Bharat Ratna for
Savarkar — saying it was not
against him.

While he skirted the Bharat
Ratna issue, saying it will be

Push foramore
pragmaticline

MANMOHAN SINGH’S
remarks nudge the
party’s position away
from the hardline on
two hot-button issues
on which the BJP has
pushed it against the
wall. His view on Article
370 echoes that of a sec-
tion within that argued
for a more pragmatic
stand. This is also meant
to steal the thunder
from the BJP which has
dared the party to come
clean on the issue.

settled by the government when
it comes before the committee
which looks into these matters,
Singh said: “As far as Savarkarji
is concerned, you would recall
that Indiraji had issued a postal
stamp commemorating
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In break from
practice, SC
announces
new postings
minus reasons

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 1/

THE SUPREME Court collegium
signalled a significant departure
from the two-year-old practice
of publishing its recommenda-
tions to the government on
appointment of judges along
with reasons in a bid to ensure
transparency.

The collegium published
Thursday seven resolutions of
decisions taken on October 15
which are mere “statements”
conveying the collegium’s
recommendations to the gov-
ernment in a tabulated form.

All seven statements begin
with the same line, “The
Supreme Court Collegium in its
meeting held on October 15,
2019 has decided to...” for trans-
fer and posting of judges and
Chief Justices.

On October 3, 2017, the then
collegium, headed by CJI Dipak
Misra, had decided that “deci-
sions henceforth taken by the
Collegium indicating the reasons
shall be put on the website of the
Supreme Court, when the rec-
ommendation(s) is/are sent to
the Government of India, with
regard to the cases relating to
initial elevation to the High Court
Bench, confirmation as perma-
nent Judge(s) of the High Court,
elevation to the post of Chief
Justice of High Court, transfer of
High Court Chief Justices/Judges
and elevation to the Supreme
Court, because on each occasion
the material which s considered
by the Collegium is different.”

The statement added that
the decision was taken to
“ensure transparency and yet
maintain confidentiality in the
Collegium system.”

Apart from  Justices
J Chelameswar, Madan Lokur,
Kurian Joseph (now retired) CJI
Ranjan Gogoi was also part of the
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At flag meeting, Bangla guards
kill BSF jawan, injure another

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 17

A BSF jawan was killed and an-
other injured after Bangladesh
border guards opened fire at
them Thursday during a flag
meeting along the border. The
flag meeting was called after
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
personnel took three Indian fish-
ermen into custody:.

The incident set off alarm
bells in the Indian security estab-
lishment with senior BSF officers
rushing to the spot. While Indian
officials called the BGB action
“high handedness”, BSF chief
V K Johri spoke to his counter-
part Major General Shafeenul
Islam over the hotline.

The BGB Director General
assured Johri of a thorough probe
into the incident, said officials.
Security has also been stepped up
all along the 4,096-km

Hospital for 30 hours before
being transferred to Khanna'’s
hospital. Doctors say the new-
born’s brown fat regulated her
body temperature and helped
her survive in the pit.

“The motive of female infan-
ticide has not been ruled out. We
have several teams trying to find
the parents. It is also possible
that the child was abandoned by
asingle mother. But the fact that
the infant was buried shows the
accused wanted to kill her,” says
Abhinandan, SP City Bareilly. The
police have registered an FIR
against unknown accused under
sections 307 (attempt to mur-
der) and 317 (exposure of child

Vijay Bhan Singh (top) was
killed, Rajvir Yadav was
injured in the firing. P11

under the age of 12).

The dramatic discovery by
workers and the couple Hitesh
Sirohi and Vaishali, who had
gone to bury theirinfant, has also
got the town buzzing.

Residents say the area does
not have a boundary wall, mak-
ing it difficult to track people
coming and leaving. The local
MLA, whois footing the bill for the
baby’s treatment, compares her
to Ramayan’s Sita because “she
emerged from the ground after
her agni-pariksha trial by fire)”.

“This is nothing but chance
that we went to bury our own
child and another was saved,”
says Vaishali, who is a police SI.

Indo-Bangla border, which for
years has remained cordial
between the two countries. Late
Thursday, a PITreport from Dhaka
quoted the BGB saying its person-
nel had fired in “self-defence” af-
ter the BSF men “intruded 500
yards” into Bangladesh.

The jawan killed in the shoot-
ing was identified as head con-
stable Vijay Bhan Singh from
Chamroli village in UP’s
Firozabad. The 51-year-old, who
is survived by his wife and two
sons, joined the BSFin 1990.

“Senior officers are at the
spot and the matter has been
raised with BGB. One of our
jawans died and another injured
in the firing. This is a rare inci-
dent when our jawans were
fired upon unprovoked,” said a
senior BSF officer in West Bengal.

According to the BSF, three
Indian fishermen were fishing in
the Padma river in the border
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Buried and found alive week ago, baby has Bareilly rooting for her

“She is a divine child who
survived this ordeal. She is a god-
dess herself. I am bearing her
medical expenses and will make
sure she is educated well,” says
Rajesh Mishra, the BJP MLA.

Back at the cremation
ground, 55-year-old watchman
Babu Ram remembers the mo-
ments when he held the baby in
his arms, trying to calm her.

“I had completed an hour of
my shift at the shamshan ghat
when one of the workers ran to
me for help. We found the baby
inside the pot, wrinkled and
frightened. She was wearing an
oversized banyan and pyjama,
and breathing softly,” he says.
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Three held for
Kerala RSS
man’s murder
also killed BJP
man in 1995: cops

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER 17

ARRESTED ON charges of killing
an RSS worker in Kerala’s
Thrissur district in 1994, three
activists of now-defunct extrem-
ist outfit Jam-lyyathul-Ishhaniya
have confessed to the murder of
another BJP leader in neighbour-
ing Malappuram district the fol-
lowing year, according to the of-
ficer probing the 1994 murder.

Mohanachandran, alocal B]P
leader from Mankada, in
Malappuram, was found dead on
August 19, 1995.

According to police, the
breakthrough came last week
with the arrest of Kuruppam
Veetil Moinudheen, alias Moidu,
49, who was a member of the
now-inactive Jam-Ilyyathul-
Ishhaniya in connection with
the 1994 murder of RSS worker
Manamkulam Veetil Sunil.

On Tuesday, the police ar-
rested two more men who were
associated with the same outfit,
identified as Usman, 54, and
Yousafli, 52, from Malappuram
and Thrissur districts, respectively.

As for the motive behind
Mohahanchandran’s murder, in-
vestigating officer, DSPK A Suresh
Babu, said the BJP leader’s flour-
ishing business in Muslim-domi-
nated area of Paloor, Malappuram,
irked the men from Jam-lyyathul-
Ishhaniya and they allegedly de-
cided to kill him. They hit him
from behind with a vehicle when
he was on a cycle, the officer said.

MAHARASHTRA
Row over
‘exclusion’ of
Shivaji from
Class IV books

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE,OCTOBER 17

JUST DAYS ahead of the
Maharashtra assembly polls,
controversy erupted on
Thursday over “exclusion” of the
history of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj from Class IV books of
the Maharashtra International
Education Board (MIEB).

While the opposition
Congress and NCP lashed out at
the government, state minister
Vinod Tawde said chapters on
the iconic 17th century Maratha
warrior king will feature in the
Class VI history text book.

A media report claimed on
Thursday morning that Class IV
text book of the MIEB does not
feature Shivaji. The Class IV his-
tory text book of the
Maharashtra state board is ex-
clusively about Shivaji, and in use
for decades.

The news led to angry reac-
tions from the opposition.

Congress general secretary
Jyotiraditya Scindia, state
Congress chief Balasaheb Thorat
and former chief minister

Ashok Chavan condemned
the “exclusion”. Thorat and
Chavan said it showed the BJP-
Shiv Sena government’s “fake”
love for Shivaji. NCP chief Sharad
Pawar too slammed the
government.

Tawde, during whose tenure
as school education minister the
MIEB was set up, said in MIEB’s
curriculum, there are no sepa-
rate subjects till Class IV. Subjects
such as history, geography and
science will be introduced only
from Class V under the board
which came into existence just
four years ago, he said.

“If you check Std VI books,
you will find chapters on Shivaji
Maharaj and his achievements.”

mVISUAL STORIES
m DAILY BRIEFING
m PODCASTS

m CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

Indian Express
* Kk kK1 4.6

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOAD THE APP

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHY RAJASTHAN GOVERNMENT HAS DISCONTINUED ‘EMERGENCY’ PENSIONS

The Rajasthan government on Monday decided to discontinue the pension provided to those detained under
the National Emergency under the provisions of the Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) and the
Defence of India Rules (DIR) enacted in 1962
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SC postings
collegium that took this decision
favouring transparency.

Atleast 256 separate resolu-
tions have been published on
the Supreme Court website
since this decision was taken. At
least 86 resolutions were pub-
lished since Justice Gogoi took
office as CJI and headed the col-
legium.

For elevating advocates as
judges of a High Court, the reso-
lutions stated the date on which
the high court made the recom-
mendation and discussed suit-
ability of the candidate includ-
ing quality of judgments
delivered and inputs of the
Intelligence Bureau. Each batch
of recommendations was taken
upinasingle file and the resolu-
tion named the candidates who
were not elevated.

The collegium has also rec-
ommended appointment of
Mohammad Rafig,ajudge of the
Rajasthan High Court as Chief
Justice of the Meghalaya High
Court and Dr. Ravi Ranjan, a
judge of the Patna High Court, as
Chief Justice of Jharkhand High
Court.

The collegium recom-
mended two judges to the
Jammu and Kashmir High Court
— former additional advocate
general Moksha Kazmi and
Rajnesh Oswal.Sources told The
Indian Express that four judges
had been flown in from Srinagar
for an interaction with the
Supreme Court collegium on
October 15. However, the “state-
ment” on the Supreme Court
website that was published on
Thursday does not mention any
details.

The collegium also recom-
mended the transfer of three
chief justices of high courts:
Patna HC CJ A P Sahi as (] of
Madras High Court; Meghalaya
HC CJ AKMittal as CJ of Madhya
Pradesh High Court; and Tripura
HC CJ Sanjay Karol as CJ of Patna
HC.

The collegium had on August
28 recommended Justice Mittal
as (] of the Madras High Court
but the government has not is-
sued the warrant of appoint-
ment.

Justice Rakesh Kumar, the
second most senior judge of the
Patna High Court, has been rec-
ommended to be transferred as
judge of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court. For the Gauhati High
Court, the collegium recom-
mended the elevation of advo-
cate Soumitra Saikia and two ju-
dicial officers Parthivjyoti Saikia
and Hukato Swu as judges.

District court judge and for-
mer registrar of the Karnataka
High Court Krishna Bhat, whose
elevation was first proposed in
2016 has been recommended as
judge of the high court. In 2018,
Justice Chelameswar and the
government had locked horns
over Bhat’s appointment. In
2014, Bhat was accused of sex-
ual harassment by his colleague
butaninternal investigation had
absolved Bhat.

BSF jawan

area. Two of them later returned
and approached the BSF postin
Kakmarichar stating that the
BGB had apprehended themall.
The BGB had released two fish-
ermen to call the BSF for a flag
meeting.

Around 10.30 am, BSF
jawans in a patrol boat ap-
proached BGB personnel along
the river. But during the flag
meeting, BGB personnel not
only refused to release the
Indian fishermen but also tried
to cordon off the BSF jawans.

A BGB jawan identified only
as Sayed fired from behind
when the BSF party started to re-
turn to their boat after sensing
the “aggressiveness” by the
Bangladeshi personnel and an
intention to “surround” them,
said officials.

The BGB trooper allegedly
fired from his AK-47 rifle and
shot Vijay Bhan Singh in the
head while constable Rajvir
Yadav sustained bullet injuries
on his hand. Singh died on the
boat while Yadav saved the boat
from sinking and managed to
bring it to the Indian side.

Yadav was later admitted at
the Behrampur Medical College
and Hospital. And a fisherman,
identified as Pranab Mandal of
Shirochar village, is stated to still
be in the custody of the BGB.

-WITHPTI

J&K schools

in about a month.

But the decision has left par-
ents worried about security. “For
showcasing normalcy, the gov-
ernment is putting the life of our
children at risk. They have been
doing politics with everything
and now with education also,”
said Aijaz Ahmad, a resident of
Srinagar’s Buchpora area.

“It is important for children
to go back to school but who will
guarantee their safety and secu-
rity? And also how will they sit
inexams when they didn’teven
get a month of education in the
second term (semester).”

Incidentally, over the last
week, militants have attacked
and killed three people in
Shopian and Pulwama in multi-
ple attacks since the govern-
ment lifted post-paid mobile
phone curbs Monday. While a
truck driver from Rajasthan was
shot in Shopian Monday, a mi-
grant worker from Chhattisgarh
was gunned down in Pulwama
and a fruit loader Charanjeet
Singh from Punjab shot dead
and his employer critically in-
jured in Shopian on Wednesday:.

For school owners, the
biggest challenge is the “normal
functioning of schools” and at-
tendance. “Our school is open
every day, but students don’t
turn up. The biggest concern for
every parent is the security and
safety of their child. The fear is
such that even our drivers are
not ready to go out to bring chil-
dren to school,” said
Mohammed Yusuf, chairman of
Green Valley School located at
Srinagar’s Buchpora area.
Buchpora is located close to
Soura which has become the
epicentre of protests since
August 5.

Bilal Farooq Fazili, owner of
Dolphin Public School in South
Kashmir’s Pulwama said that
since August 5, no student has
turned up and now it would
now depend on the government
to ensure security.

“We have to abide by the
government’s orders in any
case...But the question is
whether parents will send chil-
dren to school,” he said. “In the
coming days, we will see how
parents react to the announce-
ment. The staff members have
to conduct the exams and for
them, safety is important. The
government has to take care of
it (security.)”

“Education should remain
always politically neutral,” said
G N Var, chairman of the Private
School Association of Kashmir.
He believes “parents are con-
cerned about the safety of the
kids”.

He said that the department
did not consult parents before
announcing the decision. “They
have announced the dates but
parents were not taken on
board. There is also a communi-
cation breakdown now in Valley
and we don’t have contact with
everyone. the government has
been taking decisions without
consulting anyone. They an-
nounced the opening of schools
in the Valley and everyone
knows what was the response,”
said Var.

While Veena Pandita refused
to comment about safety con-
cerns raised by parents, J&K ad-
ministration spokesperson
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Why did India rank so
low on the Global
Hunger Index?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

On this episode of 3 Things, we detail what
the Global Hunger Index maps, why India's
rankis low and is improving slowly, and
how this can be changed

Singh signals Cong shift on Article 370

Savarkarji. So we are not
against Savarkarji... we are not
in favour of the Hindutva ideol-
ogy that Savarkarji patronised
and stood for. As far as the case
of (the Bharat Ratna) being re-
ferred to the government... the
issue will be settled by the gov-
ernment when his case comes
before the committee which
looks into these matters,” he
said.

He targeted the govern-
ment over the Citizenship
Amendment Bill: “The BJP gov-
ernment is trying a Citizenship
Amendment Bill to ensure that
Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Christians
can enter our country if they
are persecuted or harassed...
we are having a legislation in
Parliament which discrimi-
nates against Muslims. This is
for the first time that a national
legislation is going to discrim-
inate on the basis of religion.”

On NRC, he said: “I am not
against the legislation for NRC
butit most not lose sight of the
human problems that arise in
the process of investigating
and finding effective means to
ensure that only people who
deserve to be excluded are ex-
cluded.”

On Article 370, the
Congress has been a divided
house. A large section within
the Congress has been ques-
tioning the party’s opposition
to the move. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on the other
hand, has made abrogation of
Article 370 his main campaign

Rohit Kansal was not available
for comment.

Late in August, the govern-
ment had announced the open-
ing of schools in a phased man-
ner. While the staff reported to
schools, students stayed away.

Education department offi-
cials assert that schools across
Valley are almost “open”, but the
number of students attending
schools continues to be low.

Asenior government official
in the Valley said that holding
examinations successfully will
be a “big test for the govern-
ment”.

Kashmir education depart-
ment records show that there
are over 6.5 lakh students from
Class 5 to 12 in government and
private schools in Kashmir divi-
sion, including Ladakh.

Government sources said
that while the government has
not taken any decision to allow
relaxation in the syllabus, a deci-
sionin that regard may be taken
at a later stage.

“From August 5, school is
closed. I am studying at my
home only.education depart-
ment should announce some re-
laxation in the syllabus,” said
Aqgib Ahmad, a Class 12 class stu-
dent in Srinagar.

Adani probe

of Criminal Procedure until a
First Information Report (FIR) is
registered in a case under
Section 154/155 of the CrPC.
“..we are of the express opin-
ion that Section 166A is not an
independent island on which
any investigating/inquiring au-
thority can jump on without
taking recourse to Section
154/155, we hold and declare
that the action of the respon-
dents (DRI)in giving effect to the
letter of rogatory issued by the
learned Metropolitan
Magistrate, Mumbai, in relation
to the import of coal of
Indonesian origin cannot be sus-
tained and it deserves to be
quashed and set aside,” said the
order. However, the High Court
said it has not gone into the mer-
its of the LRs issued by the
Magistrate in this case.

theme in the assembly elec-
tions. Campaigning in Haryana
and Maharashtra, Modi has
been attacking the Congress
over its stance on Article 370,
even daringit to declare thatit
will bring back the provisionin
its manifesto.

Sources in the Congress
said Singh’s nuancing of the
Congress’s position on both
Article 370 and Savarkar was
strategic. “There is sentiment
in Maharashtra in favour of
Savarkar... we have to admit
that,” a senior party leader said.
On Article 370, Singh’s articula-
tion more or less now reflects
the position taken by several
Congress leaders like Lok
Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor.

“Congress party... jab yeh
Bill Parliament ke saamne
aaya toh Article 370 ki upar jo
baatcheet hui, Congress party
ne iske haq main vote diya,
iske khilaf vote nahin diya.
Congress party ka yeh vichar
hai ki Article 370 is a tempo-
rary measure. But if it has to
be changed... the change has
to be brought with the good-
will of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. The manner in
which it was implemented,
the high-handedness with
which it was implemented is
what we opposed. We were
not opposed to the enactment
of Article 370’s abrogation,”
Singh said.

While the statutory resolu-
tion to amend Article 370 was
passed by a voice vote in Rajya

Email, phone calls and text
message to the official
spokesperson of Adani Group
remained unanswered.

The HC order assumes signif-
icance as apart from the Adani
Group, the DRIis probing at least
40 companies including two
companies of the Anil Dhirubhai
Ambani Group (ADAG), two
Essar Group firms and a few
public sector power firms for al-
leged overvaluation of coal im-
ports from Indonesia pegged at
Rs 29,000 crore between 2011
and 2015. With this order, cases
against Adani and other compa-
nies is likely to come to a halt.

“The Bombay High Court or-
der will impact issuance of LRs
by other agencies including the
income tax (IT) department,
Serious Fraud Investigation
Office (SFIO) and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),”
said a lawyer on the condition of
anonymity.

DRI claimed before the court
that unlike with police officers,
an investigation by officers of
Customs, ED, Wildlife Crime
Control and the SFIO under the
Customs Act, Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, Wildlife
(Protection) Act and the
Companies Act respectively,
does not commence by register-
ing FIRs or by seeking an order
from a Magistrate.

Therefore, wunder the
Customs Act, an FIR under the
Code of Criminal Procedure or
magisterial intervention is not
required for initiation of
Customs investigation. The DRI
also told the court that Adani
Enterprises moved the High
Court to question the issuance of
LRs only after a Singapore court
allowed India’s request to access
documents that allegedly con-
tain “clinching evidence” against
Adani Group’s “blatant” price
hike of imported coal for “si-
phoning” money and “increas-
ing” the cost of power sold to the
public in India.

Senior counsel Maninder
Singh for DRIargued that (AEL’s)
petition “is an attempt to frus-
trate the investigation being car-
ried out by the DRI and is noth-
ing but an attempt to thwart an
entirely legal investigation be-

Sabha on August 5 with little
opposition, there was division
in Lok Sabha the next day and
the Congress had voted against
the resolution — contrary to
what Singh said.

On August 6, the Congress
Working Committee met to
discuss the issue. The resolu-
tion adopted by the CWC did
not mention that Article 370
was a temporary measure. But
there was some nuancing then
too. The CWCdid not question
the government move but
slammed the *“unilateral,
brazen and totally undemoc-
ratic manner” in which it was
done. “It deserved to be hon-
oured until it was amended, af-
ter consultation with all sec-
tions of the people, and strictly
in accordance with the
Constitution of India,” the CWC
said.

Several leaders, including
Janardan Dwivedi, Jyotiraditya
Scindia and Deepender Hooda,
had publicly backed the gov-
ernment move. In an interview
to The Indian Express in
September, Tharoor said the
Congress was not defending
Article 370 “for all time” be-
cause it was “never intended to
be forever” but was question-
ing the manner in which the
special status was revoked as
it was “undoubtedly violative
of the spirit” of the
Constitution.

Singh also said he was not
against a legislation for NRC
but it must not lose sight of the

ing carried out by it into a seri-
ous allegation”.

AEL claimed the LRs were is-
sued by DRI without cognizance
of any offence or registering of
FIR against the Adani firms in the
coal case. It also said that the LRs
were issued without any notice
and hearing the companies.

Itis not immediately known
if the government will file an ap-
peal against the order in the
Supreme Court.

So far, the DRI had issued 14
LRs to multiple foreign jurisdic-
tions such as Singapore, Hong
Kong, Switzerland, UAE, among
others, seeking information in
the alleged over-valuation of im-
ports of Indonesian coal.

The probe agency specifically
soughtimport documents nego-
tiated by the Singapore and the
Dubai branch of Indian banks
with Indonesian coal suppliers.
These documents contain the
actual price of coal before it was
allegedly inflated. While private
banks submitted data to DRI,
public sector banks declined to
submit the information citing
confidentiality clauses of the for-
eign country.

Last year, AEL moved the
Bombay High Court seeking to
quash all LRs issued by DRI in
2017. In September 2018, the
court gave an interim stay to AEL
but the DRI moved the Supreme
Court as its probe had come toa
halt, following the high court’s
interim ruling. The Supreme
Court asked the high court to
pass a final order by end of June
2019.

The DRI probe against Adani
and other companies began af-
ter the agency issued a general
alert to its field formations
across India in March 2016 out-
lining the modus operandi of
over-invoicing of coal imports
from Indonesia. DRI alleged that
money was being “siphoned”
outside the country and the
electricity-generating firms
were availing of “higher tariff
compensation based on artifi-
cially inflated cost of the im-
ported coal”.

The DRI alleged that
Indonesian coal was directly im-
ported from ports in that coun-
try to India while import in-

human problems that arise:
“The problem is that we do not
like foreigners to come and
take the jobs that our people
face. Or therefore, foreigners
or some entity who are not to
the liking of many of us. But it
is a human problem. If you
find people who have come
and they do not have the req-
uisite documents, one has to
look at that problem sympa-
thetically. Because even many
people in my family... we are
an educated family, if you ask
us to produce documents for
proving our citizenship, I think
many of them, even educated
people, would find it a prob-
lem... I think it is necessary to
ensure that any action that is
taken in this regard takes into
account the human problem...
in dealing with this investiga-
tion, we should not create
problems for the poorest peo-
ple regardless of whether they
are foreigners or they are not
foreigners.”

“In Assam, 19 lakh people
have been declared foreigners.
Now the BJP had said that they
would all be Muslims. Instead
it turns that out of these 19
lakh, 12 lakh people are Bengali
Hindus... ] am not against the
legislation for NRC, but it most
not lose sight of the human
problems that arise in the
process of investigating and
finding effective means to en-
sure that only the people who
deserve to be excluded are ex-
cluded,” he said.

voices were routed through one
or more intermediaries based in
Singapore, Hong Kong, Dubai
and British VirginIslands to arti-
ficially inflate its value.

The DRI alleged that in cer-
tain cases, the import value of
Indonesian coal was artificially
inflated by about 50 to 100 per
cent by changing test reports
which measure the calorific
value of coal. Artificial inflation
of value of the imported coal in-
creases the landed cost of coal,
which is a primary fuel in coal
fired thermal power plants. The
higher tariff dispensed by the
electricity regulator to the
power generator enhances the
cost of purchase of the power
distributor which, in turn, fac-
tors this artificially enhanced
cost in its billing to consumers.

Amit Shah

war of independence as part of
our history and would have been
seeing it from the eyes of the
British.”

History, he said, has a char-
acteristic. “Only those who
change someone’s rule are
noted by history. Our emperors
never tried to snatch someone’s
kingdom. They never tried to
spread their kingdoms and his-
tory did not take them into con-
sideration.”

“Apne itihas ko sanjone ki,
apne itihas ko sanvarne ki, apne
itihas ko phir se rewrite karne ki
zimmedari desh ki hoti hai, janata
ki hoti hai, desh ke itihaskaron ki
hoti hai. Kab tak hum angrezon ko
koste rahenge ki hamare saath
anyay hua. Kaun rok raha hai
hame likhne se? Aaj desh
swatantra hai (Putting together
our history, embellishing it and
rewriting it is the responsibility
of the country, its people and
historians. We need to stop curs-
ing the British for doing us injus-
tice. Who is stopping us from
writing? The country is inde-
pendent),” he told the gathering.

“We do not have to get in
conflict with anyone and let oth-
ers write what they are writing.
We will write history as we see
it,and because it will contain the
truth, it will be popular... We

cannot keep blaming the Left
(vaampanthi), the British histo-
rians and Mughal historians for
this. Can our historians not make
200 personalities who helped
Indians reach here, and 25 dy-
nasties which gave a lot to the
world, a part of our history? This
is the time when our historians
need to rewrite our history as
per a new vision,” he said.

PM council

consumption are showing a
marked slowdown that is get-
ting reflected in GDP growth
numbers too, there is a sense in
the market that appointment of
credible market names will help
build confidence in the market.

Terming it as an “excellent
move,” Naushad Forbes, co-
chairman of Forbes Marshall
and a leading voice of India Inc
said, “It is a very healthy sign to
bring the best economic capa-
bility and competence in the ad-
visory role for the government.
I would also like to see the gov-
ernment bringing in top rated
academic economists, who are
willing to work with the govern-
ment, as full-timers.”

This also comes when many
including former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan have raised
concern over the government
not willing to take criticism
Recently, Rajan in a Linkedin
post said, “If every critic gets a
phone call from a government
functionary asking them to back
off, or gets targeted by the ruling
party’s troll army, many will
tone down their criticism.With
no criticism, the government
will live in a pleasant make-be-
lieve environment, until the
harsh truth canno longer be de-
nied.”

Last month, the government
had reconstituted the EAC-PM
under existing chairman Bibek
Debroy, for a period of two years.
Ashima Goel of Indira Gandhi
Institute of Development
Research continued to be one of
the two part-time members
with Chinoy in the Council.
Ratan P Watal continued as
Member Secretary of the EAC-
PM.

Both Ravi and Roy had been
critical of the government’s ap-
proachin tackling the economic
slowdown. Ravi, Director of
Research at Brookings India, had
in a tweet on August 22 said,
“We are faced with a structural
slowdown. Urgently need to fol-
low a #NationalGrowthStrategy
with time bound goals for many
ministries. Need major reforms,
not mere tinkering. Leaving
economy to the finance ministry
is like leaving the growth of a
firm to its accounts depart-
ment.”

Roy, Director at National
Institute of Public Finance and
Policy, had argued the need for
pushing structural reforms in-
stead of fiscal stimulus.
“Muddled macro, asserting
slowdown cyclical then arguing
for sector, admin reforms, rela-
tive price distortion fixes - all
measures to fix structural prob-
lems. Easy macro policy absent
structural change can temporar-
ily boost growth. That’s not
countercyclical. That’s populist,”
he said on August 21.

India’s GDP growth fell to a
25-quarter low of 5 per cent in
April-June quarter. The IMF re-
cently cutIndia’s growth projec-
tion for 2019 to 6.1 per cent,
which s 1.2 per cent lower than
its April projections. World Bank
also revised down India’s GDP
forecast for financial year 2019-
20 from 7.5 per cent to 6 per
cent.

The EAC-PM advises the
Prime Minister on macroeco-
nomic issues and other matters
referred to it by the PM. So far it
has not made its suggestions
public. The Council has submit-
ted papers on issues including
employment, macroeconomic
situation and growth.
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CROSSED THREE BARRIERS TO REACH ANIMAL

Man jumps into lion enclosure,

is rescued after 20 minutes

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

A 28-YEAR-OLD man allegedly
jumped into the lion enclosure
and came face to face withits 10-
year-old occupant Thursday af-
ternoon, sending National
Zoological Park (NZP) officials
and visitors into panic. Following
adramatic 20-minute operation
by at least 30 NZP officials, the
man was rescued.

In a similar incident last
month, a 30 year-old-man fell
into the same lion enclosure. He
did not come face to face with
the lion as he fell into the moat,
and was pulled out by the guard.

A minute-long video of
Thursday’s incident shot by a zoo
visitor shows the man standing
inches away from the lion, called
Sundaram, and sittingonarockas
he tries to talk toit. Onlookers can
be heard shouting at him toreturn
evenas heliesdown dangerously
close to the animal. Seconds later,
thelion pushes him; he stands up
and gets pushed towards a tree.

“The incident took place
around 12.25 pm when the man
jumped into the Indian male
lion’s enclosure. The zoo’s Rapid
Response Team rushed to the
spot along with zoo director Dr
Renu Singh. Within 15 minutes,
he was rescued,” said Dr Vikash
Kumar Jayaswal, assistant veteri-
nary officer, NZP.

DCP (South East) Chinmoy

Avideo grab shows the man in the lion enclosure. Express

Biswal said the man was ap-
peared to be “mentally dis-
turbed” and “depressed”. “While
he was not injured, he was ex-
amined at AIIMS Trauma Centre
and referred to IHBAS. He has
been admitted there,” he said.

Forest Ranger Saurabh
Vashishth, who jumped into the
enclosure along with a team of
10, said the man was told repeat-
edly to walk back and climb the
ladder that was thrown inside
but he refused.

“When said that I will come
in, he said, ‘tu mat aa, main isse
sambhaal lunga’. We then de-
cided to distract Sundaram and
his caretaker started calling its
name. Since the lion is zoo-born
and knows its caretaker very
well, it responded and started
moving away from the man.
Unfortunately, he started follow-

ing Sundaram,” said Vashishth.

He said the lion was given a
mild tranquiliser shot by the vet-
erinary officer. Once the tran-
quiliser kicked in, Vashishth and
others jumped into the enclo-
sure. “The man didn’t want to get
out and jumped in the moat in-
stead. Officials then had to jump
into the moat and bring him
out,” said zoo curator Riaz Khan.

A zoo official said before the
incident, the guard outside the
enclosure had found the man
suspicious and asked him to
stand at a distance. “There was
one guard outside Sundaram’s
enclosure. After he warned the
man, he moved on to other visi-
tors. Minutes later, the man
jumped in,” said the official.

On security provisions of the
lion enclosure, the official said:
“There is a chest-high stand-up

PAST INCIDENTS

SEP 7: A30-yr-old-man
fell into the moat of the
same lion enclosure;
was rescued by a guard

SEP 2014: A 22-yr-old
man died after he
accidentally fell into
the enclosure of a white
Bengal tiger. His family
claimed he was
mentally disturbed

barrier, followed by a prickly plan-
tation and another chest-high
brick wall. Then there is a wet
moat, which the lion cannot cross
because it doesn’t swim. The man
crossed all these barricades.”
The man, who hails from
Bihar, has been living with his
brother in North East Delhi for a
year. “During questioning, he
said he isunemployed and trou-
bled, and came to the zoo alone.
His brother has been informed
about the incident,” said Biswal.
Sundaram was born at the
Delhi zoo on May 19, 2009, and
occupies the enclosure with a fe-
male lion called Akila, who is 13
years old and paralysed from its
hind legs. In another enclosure,
there is another pair of lions
called Hema and Aman. A zoo of-
ficial said, “We are planning to
mate Hema and Sundaram soon.”

Tharoor’s lawyer rejects prosecution claim

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

REBUTTING THE prosecution’s
claim that someone must have
forcibly administered poison
leading to Sunanda Pushkar’s
death in 2014, her husband and
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor,
through his counsel, told a Delhi
court Thursday that there was no
evidence to suggest cause of
death. The court was hearing ar-
guments on framing of charges.

Police had asked the court to
prosecute Tharoor for abetment
to suicide or “alternatively” frame
murder charges against him. The
prosecution had read three med-
ical reports and claimed the
“cause of death was poisoning,
probably Alprazolam poisoning”.

Tharoor’s counsel, senior ad-
vocate Vikas Pahwa, told Special
Judge Ajay Kumar: “When they
could not find anything, they
took a very adventurous turn;
they wanted to conduct a psy-
chological autopsy. When on

document, whether it’s the au-
topsy board’s report... or CFSL re-
ports..., nothing has established
the cause of death in this case.”
Pahwa said on the contrary,
reports suggest it was neither a
case of homicide or suicide. He
said Sunanda was tweeting till
the early hours of January 17 (the
dayshedied)and had annexed a
joint statement with Tharoor
on her Twitter account and
Facebook page. “They are relying
on these tweets but they have not
supplied them to this court,” he

said, and moved an application
under CrPC section 91 seeking
summoning of Sunanda’s tweets.

Pahwa submitted that the
documents “clearly indicate the
deceased was not having any
suicidal ideations as is sought to
be alleged by the prosecution.
Rather, the deceased was in a
positive frame of mind and was
quite optimistic about her rela-
tionship with the applicant”. As
the argument could not be com-
pleted, the court set November 15
as the next date of hearing,

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

A BRIEF stint in the hotel indus-
try taught Hyderabad-based
Chintarandi Shrinivasulu (51)
that a crisp formal shirt, a pair of
trousers and fluent English
would suffice to get him entry at
any high-end establishment.
Police said it was this formula
that granted him access to India
Habitat Centre and Le Meridien
hotel, where he allegedly com-
mitted thefts this week.

On Wednesday around 8.30
pm, Shrinivasulu was arrested
from Le Meridien hotel after he
was caught putting his hand in-
side the pocket of a suit hanging
behind a chair in the lobby, said

Chintarandi
Shrinivasulu
(51)was
caught
stealing
from Le
Meridien

police. The suit belonged to a
French scientist, who was there
to attend a robotics conference.

“As soon as the accused saw
the security officer, he tried to
flee but was caught. Police was
called and the man was arrested.
During questioning, he said he
entered five- and seven-star ho-
tels because of his good commu-
nication skills,” said DCP (New
Delhi) Dr Eish Singhal.

“The French national did not

2 more snatching cases in city

New Delhi: A man snatched a
phone from a 32-year-old jour-
nalist while he was talking on
the phone and walking in East
Delhi’s New Ashok Nagar
Wednesday night. The journal-
ist said the accused fled on foot.

In another incident last
Saturday, a bike-borne man al-

legedly snatched a 44-year-old
man'’s iPhone 10 in West Delhi’s
Janakpuri. The victim, Sameer
Lal, said the accused snatched
his phone from his left hand,
put it in a bag kept in front of
him and fled.

Police said an FIR was filed at
Janakpuri police station. ENS

THECITY 5

Crisp shirt & trousers: How man got
into 5-star hotel, IHC to commit thefts

file a complaint. We have regis-
tered a case of attempt to theft,”
said an officer.

A police officer said
Shrinivasulu was spotted at the
hotel three days ago as well, and
was “impeccably dressed”.

“The hotel management
claimed that after the man’s at-
tempt to theft, a few acquain-
tances told them ona WhatsApp
group that a similar theft had
happened at India Habitat
Centre, which was not reported.
We went to IHC and showed his
photo to the management. It
turned out that he was there and
had allegedly stolen some cash
from a foreigner, who didn’t re-
port the matter,” said the officer.

Shrinivasulu lives with his
wife and two children in

Hyderabad. Police said he had
been unemployed for awhile and
would often travel to other cities,
commit thefts and return home.

“During questioning, he said
he targeted foreigners because
they are less likely to go to police
as most of them are here for a
short stay and don’t want to be
hassled with a probe,” said the
officer. The accused allegedly
told his family that he was on a
“business tour”.

Police said the accused had
been in Delhi for a week and
stayed at a gurdwara or railway
stations. “While we recovered
very little cash from him, we
found several branded clothes.
He said it was important to keep
up appearances as it granted him
access to hotels,” said police.
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Delhi govt gets
SC nod to notify
revised wages

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

THE SUPREME Court has permit-
ted the Delhi government to no-
tify its revised minimum wage
rates for unskilled, semi-skilled
and skilled labourers, and clerical
and supervisory staff.

The wage revision was car-
ried out following directions
from the apex court, which had
on October 31,2018, while hear-
ing a challenge to the Delhi High
Court order quashing an earlier
wage revision notification, asked
the government to “redo the ex-
ercise” in accordance with the
procedure prescribed by the
Minimum Wages Act, 1948.

A bench of Justice U U Lalit
and Justice Aniruddha Bose said
that till the revised wages are no-
tified, an earlier notification dated
March 3,2017,issued by the gov-
ernment would hold the field.

The Delhi HC had on August
4,2018, quashed the March 3 no-
tification as ultra vires Article 14
of the Constitution and the
Minimum Wages Act. The HC or-
der said that the notification suf-
fered from “non-application of
mind, is based on no material
and is in contravention of prin-
ciples of natural justice.”

The state challenged this in
the SC, which then asked the
AAP government to carry out the
exercise again. Acting on this di-

Revised minimum wages
for unskilled, semi-skilled
and skilled workers have to
be notified. Archive

rection, the state carried out a
fresh exercise and filed an affi-
davit on August 26, 2019.

The revised minimum wages
for unskilled labourers stands at
Rs 14,842, Rs 16,341 for semi-
skilled and Rs 17,991 for skilled
workers. For clerical and super-
visory staff, the minimum for
non-matriculates is Rs 16,341,
Rs 17,991 for matriculates who
are not graduates,and Rs 19,572
for graduates and above.

Appearing for the state, sen-
ior advocate Dushyant Dave said
the exercise having been com-
pleted, the government be al-
lowed to give effect to it.

The Delhi government, in a
statement, said: “We welcome
the SC's decision and are work-
ing towards notifying it. We re-
vised minimum wages keeping
inmind the cost of basics such as
food, housing, power etc.”

Age bar lifted, refugee’s
3 children back in school

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

THREE PAKISTANI refugee sib-
lings, who were denied admis-
sion to a Delhi government
school for being over the age
limit, have been allowed to at-
tend classes after Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia relaxed the up-
per age limit for admission on

“humanitarian grounds”.
Highlighting the note from
Sisodia to the education depart-
ment in the High Court Thursday;,
Delhi government’s standing
counsel Ramesh Singh told Justice
Rajiv Shakdher that the children
were admitted to class IX at
Government Co-ed Senior
Secondary School, Bhatti Mines,
on October 16. Singh said the de-
cisionisapplicable only in this case.

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
NIT No: 01/DD(NS)-I/DUSIB/2019 Dated: 14/10/2019

The Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board. GNCTD, is going to set
up temporary Pagoda Tent Shelter Homes on hiring basis at various
locations in NCT of Delhi under winter Action Plan 2019-20.

The Executive Engineer (C-5) on behalf of Dy. Director (NS)-I, DUSIB,
invites Bids for the following work from registered firms/contractors, who
are essentially registered on Delhi Govt. E-procurement system. The

Bid documents and other

details can

be obtained from

http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in or http://delhishelterboard.in
Name of Work:- Construction and Management of Night Shelters

Sub Head:- Providing water proof and fire retardant European/German
style PAGODA Tents as Temporary Shelter homes on hiring basis at
various locations in NCT of Delhi for the year 2019-20.

Tender Cost: Rs.1000/-

Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 2.00 lakh
The last date of submission of Bid is 31/10/2019 at 3:00 PM

DIP/Shabdarth/0866/19-20

Sd/-
EE C-5
On behalf of Dy. Director (NS)-1

E-mail ID-ddns1.dusib@gmail.com

BJP’s plan: Bringing
Oppn workers into fold

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

TRY TO induct booth-level work-
ers from other parties and reach
out to heads of temples, self-help
groups, dairies and NGOs — this
is part of the BJP’s booth man-
agement plan that was chalked
out Wednesday.

In a meeting held at the BJP
office, chaired by the four gen-
eral secretaries — Siddharthan,
Ravinder Gupta, Kuljeet Chahal
and Rajesh Bhatia — party lead-
ers were given a list of 22 tasks
that they have to complete for
strengthening their booths.
“Make 20 new members from
SC, ST and OBC communities in
each booth and hold regular
meetings,” the instructions read.

Leaders have also been asked
to prepare a list of four workers
in every booth who own smart-
phones and a motorcycle, each.

A senior leader said that
though big leaders from other
parties switching loyalties is

BJP leaders at Wednesday’s
meeting. Express

what usually makes news, it is
the smaller leaders drifting away
that make a big difference on the
ground. Referring to require-
ments such as smartphones and
bikes, he said: “Bikes help as elec-
tion nears...during voting, it helps
in mobilisation. Smartphone
users help propagate the party’s
ideology at the booth level."
Leaders have also been asked
to make arrangements for booth
workers to communicate regu-
larly with RSS members of the
area. Office bearers have also been
asked to ensure the updated voter
list has names of people who re-

5,000 illegal e-waste units
being run in capital: Study

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

OVER 5,000 illegal e-waste pro-
cessing units employing approx-
imately 50,000 people continue
to operate in violation of environ-
mental norms in the capital, a
study by think tank Toxic Link has
revealed. The study has found
that these units operatein 15 “in-
formal hotspots” in Delhi.
According to the study titled
“Informal E-waste Recycling in
Delhi: Unfolding impact of two
years of e-waste (Management)
Rules 2016”, the hotspots are lo-
cated in the Northeastern and
Eastern part of Delhi,
including Seelampur (Shahdara),
Mustafabad (North East Delhi),

Behta Hazipur and Loni
(Ghaziabad),among other places.

“Seelampur, Mustafabad,
Behta Hazipur and Loni in
Ghaziabad account for about
57%,15%,9% & 10% of all e-waste
informal processing units.
Many have been operating for
about three decades,” the report
states.

Priti Mahesh, chief pro-
gramme coordinator, Toxic Link,
said: “Workers operate from
shabby rooms... in unauthorised
colonies and are exposed to
chemical vapour. These units fol-
low no measures.”

The study also finds that
many authorised dismantlers/re-
cyclers are selling waste to the in-
formal sector, in complete viola-
tion of the law.

Poll strategy

BOOTH-LEVEL micro-
management has been
an important part of the
BJP’s campaigning in
elections across the
country and in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. During
the general elections, the
party not only appointed
presidents to 13,000 of
13,816 booths but also
panna pramukhs for 8-10
families each.

cently applied for membership.
Asked about the meet, Gupta
said, “General secretaries and
senior office bearers have been
givenadistrict each, whose focus
will be on implementing ideas
chalked out by the organisation.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,OCTOBER 18,2019

BJP doesn’t have a
CM face, who will

they field:

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

TAKING A swipe atthe AAP's prin-
cipal challenger in Delhi, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Thursday said the BJP is not pro-
jecting any chief ministerial face
for the upcoming Assembly polls
“becauseit does nothaveany”. The
Indian Express Wednesday had re-
ported that the BJP hasdecided to
go without a CM face due to the
internal feud in the Delhi unit.
Responding toaquestionata
press conference, Kejriwal said:
“They (BJP) are confused about
Delhi.I have come to know from
sources that even BJP’s internal
surveys are giving full majority to
AAP. But they cannot say it pub-
licly. Even BJP knows the truth.”
“They have no faces to proj-
ect. Where will they field a CM
candidate from?” he added.
Senior leaders have acknowl-
edged reports of factional con-
flicts in BJP’s Delhi unit in the
past and a united front has been
elusive, despite instructions
from the top leadership. The

Kejriwal

names of at least three leaders —
Union Minister Harsh Vardhan,
former Union Minister Vijay
Goel and state unit chief Manoj
Tiwari — have been mentioned
as CM face probables.

Goel hit out and said the AAP
chief should worry about his
party first: “We have PM
Narendra Modi as our captain...
and great leaders to take charge
as CM. AAP has a CM face in
Kejriwal, who showed different
faces before elections and after
coming to power. He has been
the face of failure, who could not
control pollution in Delhi or
manage the transport sector.”

Meanwhile, close to four
months after he joined the BJP,
Chaudhary Surendra Kumar
switched over to AAP Thursday
in the presence of Kejriwal and
party’s Delhi election in-charge
Sanjay Singh. Kumar had repre-
sented Gokalpur in the Delhi
Assembly between2008-13 asa
BSP MLA.

AAPis likely to replace its in-
cumbent Gokalpur MLA Fateh
Singh, who has been indisposed
for awhile, in the polls.

Man who asked for a lift killed
after car crashes into tree

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

MINUTES AFTER he asked a man
in his locality to give him a lift to
Connaught Place, a 22-year-old
man died after the car toppled
and rammed a tree while trying
to avoid another vehicle coming
from the wrong side. The inci-
dent took place near New Delhi
railway station in the early hours
of Wednesday.

The victim has been identi-
fied as Golu. Police said the
driver, Deepak (23), and his
friend Kishan (24) suffered mi-
nor injuries.

According to police, Deepak
told them that minutes after

The victim,
Golu.The
incident
took place
near New
Delhi
railway
station

they left Paharganj, he spotted a
speeding vehicle coming from
the wrong side and took a sharp
left turn to avoid a crash. Police
said Deepak lost control of the
vehicle, which toppled, hit a tree
and hurtled onto the divider on
the other side.

A senior police officer said,
“We received a call about the
accidentataround 2.30 am. We

rushed to the spot and found
three men stuck in a car. We
pulled them out and took them
to Lady Hardinge Hospital. Golu
died due to multiple injuries on
his head and limbs. His body
has been sent for a post-
mortem.”

Deepak said he was on his
way to meet his relatives in
Laxmi Nagar when Golu asked
for a lift: “We don’t know him
too well. He lived near our house
and asked for a lift... so we de-
cided to drop him.”

A case has been registered,
said police. Golu was a school
dropout and was on the lookout
for a job. He lived with his
mother, who works as adomes-
tic help, and sister in Pahargan,;.

BRIEFLY

Twomenflee
with Air Force

officer’s phone

New Delhi: A 51-year-old
senior Air Force officer was
allegedly robbed of his
phone by two menon a
bike in Connaught Place
Thursday. The incident
took place at 6 am when
the officerwas cycling. The
men snatched a pouch
from the cycle and fled.
The officer said his phone
(OnePlus6)and some cash
was in the pouch. Police
have registered a case.

Ex-cop held
for ATM theft

New Delhi: A 37-year-old
former police officer was
caught red-handed when
he was trying to tamper
withan ATM in Janakpuri,
said police.

Will hold
sit-in: JNUSU

New Delhi: Aday after JNU
administration threat-
ened tolock the students'
union office citing legal
reasons, the student body
Thursday said it would
hold an indefinite sit-in
outside the venue till the
circular is rolled back.

Man held

after shootout

New Delhi: The head of a
gang, wanted for murder
and attempt to murder,
was arrested Thursday
following a shootout with
police in Dwarka.

Air pollution
systemby lIT

New Delhi: IIT-Delhi has
designed a prototype for
a 5G-capable environ-
mental air pollution mon-
itoring system, which
measures 9 parameters. It
was on display at the
campus Thursday. ENS
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NGT dismisses :
Haryana'spleato 1wo-Wheelers, womendrivers

lift ban on DG sets axempt from odd-even curbs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER17

DISMISSING THE Haryana power
department’s appeal against the
order imposing a ban on diesel
generator sets in Delhi’s vicinity
towns, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) said the action
was required “for protection of
environment and public health”.
The Environment Pollution
(Prevention & Control) Authority
(EPCA) on October 9 had ordered
that diesel generator sets will
be banned in Delhi and vicinity
towns, such as Gurgaon,
Faridabad, Noida and Ghaziabad,
starting October 15.
Haryanaraised the issue with
the EPCA, stating that there are
many areas powered entirely by
generator sets and implement-
ing the order would be next to
impossible for them as no power
lines had been laid in these areas.
“..The Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) has been
duly notified under provisions of
the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986, and is binding... The
impugned order is merely en-
forcing GRAP, there is no illegal-
ity therein. Impugned action is
an undoubted need for protec-
tion of environment and public
health. If the appellant cannot

=
3
=
<<
NCRAIR QUALITY
Delhi 284
Ghaziabad 298
Gurgaon 279
Faridabad 245
Noida 283
Greater Noida 266

AQlis expected to be in the
‘very poor’ range on Friday
and Saturday

supply electricity, it is for the ap-
pellant to find out ways...within
the purview of law. This cannot
be grounds to use DG sets...
Citizens are entitled to breathe
fresh air...,” the four member
chairperson bench ordered.

A meeting of officials from
Haryana, UP and Rajasthan to
discuss the implementation
with EPCA is scheduled for
Friday.

2,000 CNG BUSES TO BEHIRED TO AUGMENT PUBLIC TRANSPORT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

THE DELHI government Thursday
announced the complete list of
exemptions from the odd-even
scheme, to be in force from
November 4-15. The list saw no
major deviations from the ones
declared during the two phases of
odd-evenin 2016, apart from the
exclusion of private CNG cars.

Under the scheme, vehicles
bearing licence plates ending
with even numbers will be al-
lowed to ply on even dates and
those bearing odd numbers on
odd dates. The move is aimed at
limiting the emission by vehicles
during that period.

Among the exemptions are
lone women drivers, those with
women co-passengersor children
below 12 years of age; vehicles fer-
rying children in school uniform;
and commercial CNG vehicles.

During the day, the Delhi
Cabinet also approved the
Transport Department’s pro-
posal for the engagement of
2,000 CNG buses during the en-
forcement of the scheme to
temporarily augment public
transport.

The buses will be hired by the

Kejriwal at a press
conference. Tashi Tobgyal

Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC), which will provide con-
ductors and also manage the
revenue generated by them. The
bus owners will be in charge of
providing drivers as well as
maintenance work, an official
statement said.

“Private operators will now
be asked through public notices
to offer their buses as was done
during the first two odd-even
programmes in 2016,” it added.

The rates are as follows: Rs
49.42 per km for standard CNG
propelled non-AC buses; Rs
37.36 per km for 30-seater midi
CNG propelled non-AC buses;
and Rs 32.54 per km for 25-
seater midi CNG propelled non-
ACbuses.

From April 1, new tech to give air quality data
and sources of pollution every 4 hrs: Kejriwal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

THE DELHI government will
share datarelating to air quality
and specify the sources of pol-
lution every four hours from
April 1 next year, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced
Thursday, asserting that policy
decisions cannot be taken based
on old studies. Addressing a
press conference, Kejriwal said
both internal and external fac-

tors affect Delhi’s air quality. He
said it is nearly impossible to as-
sess the individual impact of
various sources of pollution
with the existing technology.
“We have set up a centre
near DPCC office... It is taking
samples of air daily. After
analysing it for a year, the base
data of air quality will be pre-
pared. From next April, we will
be able to provide details of air
pollution, including sources,
every four hours,” Kejriwal said.
Responding to reports,

Kejriwal said it is not appropri-
ate “to blame only the people of
Delhi” for pollution.

“Today I read an expert opin-
ion based on a 2015 report by
[IT-Kanpur. But we can’t take a
policy decision on the basis of
data from four years ago. I have
a 2018 report from TERI which
says that in winter, only 36% of
pollution in Delhi is due to inter-
nal sources... in summer, 26%
pollution is caused by internal
sources,” he added.

BJP leader Vijay Goel

slammed Kejriwal for trying to
discredit reports of various in-
stitutions. “The reports of ex-
perts say that only 1-10% of the
pollutionis due to stubble burn-
ing and 90% of the pollution is
due to local factors,” he said.

Responding to  Goel,
AAP spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj said pollution should
be the main focus across the
country. “Goel should question
BJP CMs for pollution of
Gurgaon, Faridabad and
Bhiwadi,” he said.

WHO'S EXEMPTED

WOMEN

Includes lone women drivers, those with
female co-passengers or children below 12 yrs

CARS FERRYING CHILDREN
INSCHOOL UNIFORM:

Includes
vehicles, even
those driven by
men, ferrying
children in school uniform

CNG VEHICLES:

Only includes

commercial

vehicles such

as busesand
cabs. Private CNG cars not
exempted this time. The
government cited
“misuse” of stickers meant
to exempt CNG cars during
the last two phases to
justify the move

VIPs AND EMERGENCY
VEHICLES:

President,

Prime Minister,

Supreme Court

judges will not
have to follow restrictions.
Exemptions will also cover
vehicles of the Vice-
President, Governors of
states, Lt-Governors, Chief
Justice of India, Speaker of
the Lok Sabha, Union
Ministers, CMs of other
states, judges of Delhi HC,
embassy vehicles bearing
CD numbers among
others. Delhi CM, other
ministers to follow
restrictions

TWO-WHEELERS:
Includes bikes and scooters

4,00

Fine for violating scheme, which
will be in force from Nov 4-15

THECITY T

Remove refugee
encroachments from

floodplains, DDA told

SHIVNARAYAN
RAJPUROHIT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
(NGT) Thursday directed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to remove refugee hut-
ments from the Yamuna flood-
plains at Majnu ka Tilla. It was
hearing a petition filed by
lawyer Jagdev Khatri, alleging
that the encroachment has re-
sulted in “massive felling of
trees” thereby affecting the
ecosystem and health of the
Yamuna.

Around 120 Hindu refugee
families from Pakistan’s Sindh
province are living on the flood-
plains near Majnu ka Tilla
gurdwara, said a jointinspection
report by the DDA, Delhi govern-
ment and the Central Pollution
Control Board, submitted to the
NGT last month.

“You may permit them
(refugees)to stay in India. But this
does not meant they will illegally
occupy land,” said NGT chairman
A K Goel, adding that the law of
theland applies to everyone — be
itan Indian citizen or a refugee.

DDA counsel Rajeev Bansal
told the four-member bench that
the refugees were living in camps
without any basic amenities:
“For the past five years, electricity

Plea said encroachments led
to ‘massive felling of trees’

connections have not been pro-
vided to them. Water connection
was recently allotted.”

To this, judicial member K
Ramakrishnan said the govern-
ment should treat refugees as hu-
man beings. “First, they are
refugees. Second, they are legal
refugees. Why not treat them as
human beings by giving them fa-
cilities so they can lead their life
with dignity?”

Bansal said this question can
be answered only by the Ministry
of Home Affairs, whichis looking
after the issue of these refugees.
The bench also suggested that
the refugees can be rehabilitated
elsewhere.

Last month, the NGT, while
hearing a petition on rejuvena-
tion of the Yamuna, had directed
the DDA to demarcate the
Yamuna floodplains within three
months and remove encroach-
ments in another three months.

FIR against ex-cricketer for ‘house trespass’

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

AN FIR has been registered
against former cricketer Manoj
Prabhakar, his family and one
other man for alleged house-
trespass, cheating and forgery
Tuesday. Police said a woman,
Sandhya Sharma Pandit, filed a
complaint against them for
criminal trespass in her second-
floor flat in Sarvpriya Vihar,
Malviya Nagar.

Prabhakar, who lives with his
family on the first floor in the
apartment, denied the allega-

tions: “I've never met the com-
plainant. If she comes in front of
me, she wouldn’t even recognise
me. People come and go in this
building. Why will I barge into
someone else’s property? Thisis
a ploy to defame me.”

Inher complaint, the woman,
wholivesin London, alleged, “The
accused persons gained access to
my house by producing fake doc-
uments; they have illegally rented
it to someone else. They have
robbed the house since many
valuables are missing.”

Pandit said she lived in the
house till 2006, and the house is
registered under her name after

her husband’s death. After 2006,
Pandit’s sister lived in the house
for fouryears, followed by a fam-
ily friend who stayed till 2018.

“This year, our friend and his
brother lived on and off in the
apartment... In September, I dis-
covered that an unknown man
has been living inside my house
for the last three months. [ was
suspicious of Prabhakar and his
family, since there’s a common
staircase for our houses from the
ground floor,” she alleged.

The woman also alleged that
it was her neighbours who told
her that Prabhakar and his family,
along with a man named Sanjeev

Goel, illegally gained access to the
house and rented it to a stranger.
She also alleged that when she
tried to raise the issue, she was
threatened and the accused de-
manded Rs 1.5 crore from her.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said, “We have registered
acase against Prabhakar, his fam-
ily and Goel under IPC sections
420,448,467,468,471,120Band
34.We are investigating the mat-
ter and questioning the suspects.”

Police said one of the ac-
cused, Goel, had produced fake
documents of the woman’s
apartment and encroached the
house.
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8 DEcCISION 2019......000

I HEREBY DECLARE

SUDHIRMUNGANTIWAR
BJP, Ballarpur

14l cr

TOTALASSETS (self, spouse)

IMMOVABLE MOVABLE
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CASH (self, spouse) t£1,50,000
Incomein2018-19 $51.73 lakh
Incomein2017-18 $39.5lakh
CRIMINAL CASES 2
ASSETSIN LAST AFFIDAVIT FILED FOR
2014 ASSEMBLY POLLS
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INTERVIEW

‘We have the
key to the lock
of development’

MAHARASHTRA FINANCE Minister and
Ballarpur MLA SUDHIR MUNGANTIWAR
speaks to VIVEK DESHPANDE on the upcom-
ing poll battle and why he thinks the BJP will
win more seats in Vidarbha this time. Excerpts

BJP won 44 out of 62 Vidarbha seats in
the 2014 Assembly elections. What's the
scenario this time?

We will win more seats this time. The rea-
son is, the Congress and NCP are low on
morale. They also know they are not coming
to power. If anybody claims Congress will
win, it is considered a joke. After all, people
vote for development. So, they vote for the
party in power at the Centre and state. We
have the key to the lock of development.

Hansraj Ahir lost in Chandrapur in the
Lok Sabha polls this year and the
constituency elected the only Congress
candidate from the state. He (Ahir) faced
the biggest setback in your Ballarpur
Assembly segment. And now BJP seems
to be on a sticky wicket in Chandrapur
and Rajura. Why?

That’s your perception. We will win both
seats. Our surveys show that. In Odisha, both
Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections were
held simultaneously. People voted differently
inthe two elections. So, here, too, we will win
all the seats.

If thatlogic is applied to Maharashtra...

It doesn’t apply here since we have read
the entire syllabus of the exam, worked hard
and have done beautiful management. And
the media itself is showing we are winning
more than 200 seats. Our estimate is 220-plus.

Why are you telling people in
Chandrapur to look at you and vote for
your candidate Nana Shamkule? Is he
not capable of winning on his own?

No, no. There is always a chain of leader-
ship in politics. Here, they have me, in the
state, they have (Devendra) Fadnavis and at
the Centre, there is (Narendra) Modi.

BALLOTIN

Former Sena
legislator’s house
attacked after his
remarks on Uddhav

Aurangabad: Former Shiv Sena MLA
Harshwardhan Jadhav’s residence in
Maharashtra’s Aurangabad district was
vandalised by unidentified persons on
Thursday after he allegedly made some
remarks against Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray at a poll rally, police said.

A car and some window panes
were damaged in the attack that took
place when Jadhav, the son-in-law of
former state BJP president Raosaheb
Danve, was not present at home, they
said. His wife and two sons were in the
house at the time of the incident.

Jadhav later said the remarks were
made by him “in the flow” of his speech,
and that attacking his house during his
absence was a reaction to Shiv Sena’s
defeat from Aurangabad in the Lok
Sabha polls held earlier this year.

Jadhav is contesting the state polls
as an Independent from Kannad in
Aurangabad. On Wednesday, he al-
legedly made objectionable comments
against Thackeray over the induction of
former Congress minister Abdul Sattar
into the Sena, a police official said.

Sena’s district president and MLC
Ambadas Danve said, “We are unaware
of who attacked his residence. We will
not take any action against him now as
he might get sympathy of voters. We
will wait for polls to conclude.”  PTI

PM: Those who could not be

touched made accountable

‘Oppn has a niraash leadership, country does not want such leaders’

AJAY JADHAV & MANOJ MORE
PUNE, SATARA,OCTOBER 17

HINTING AT continued action against polit-
ical leaders, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday said the recent crackdown on those
alleged to have siphoned public money was
“just the beginning”.

“Those who could not even be touched
earlier have been made accountable. From
Delhi to Mumbai, you know how this has
been happening and who all they are,” Modi
said at an election rally in the city, without
naming anyone.

“In 2014, had promised that I would bring
them (the corrupt) to the doorstep of jail in
the five years of my government. Now, in my
second term, I have.....,” he said, leaving his
sentence incomplete as the crowd cheered.
“Tell me, has it happened or not? Is the new
government taking action or not? We will re-
cover all the money that was looted...,” he said.

“This will not stop now. The money of the
poor, earned through hard work and toil ...
would be recovered... [ will not sit quietly till
your hard-earned money is recovered,”
he said.

In Delhi, former Home Minister P
Chidambaram has been in police custody for
over 50days in a CBI case alleging favourable
treatment to a corporate media house. In
Maharashtra, just ahead of the state elections,
the Enforcement Directorate had booked NCP
chief Sharad Pawar and his nephew Ajit
Pawar,among several others, on money laun-
dering charges related to a state cooperative
bank. And just a couple of days ago, the ED
served a notice to their colleague, former
Union minister Praful Patel, in a separate case,
again on money laundering charges.

The Prime Minister also spoke of his gov-
ernment’s move in Jammu and Kashmir as
asamajor achievement. “The Article 370 was
abottleneck for last 70 years. We took the de-
cision of abrogating the Article 370 to bring
in One Country, One Constitution,” Modi said.

“There have been announcements in the
past by others to abrogate Article 370 but no

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a rally in Pune on Thursday. Arul Horizon

one ever took the decision. But why? This is
not the first time that a government with a
strong majority has come to power. This is
also not the first time thata government has
returned to power with full majority," he said.
“The decision would bring in integration,
inclusion, investment, industry and innova-
tion in Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh,” the
Prime Minister said. “Once the new culture is
established, there would be no scope for ter-
ror in the region. It has also brought a positive
impact across the country,” Modi said.
Earlier, atanother rally in Parali-Vaijanath in
Beed district, the hometown of late BJP leader
Gopinath Munde, Modi said the Opposition
had a “dejected (niraash) leadership” and the
country did not want such leaders.
Inbetween, Modi addressed another rally
in Satara, which is witnessing a Lok Sabha
bypoll as well, where he took a dig at the
Congress-NCP leadership. Claiming that
those who had “an evil eye on India’s terri-
tory” had been given a “befitting reply” by
his government, Modi said Congress-NCP
leaders had been raising questions over the
martyrdom of soldiers.
“In the last five years, the government

has brought the armed forces on a par with
the world’s most powerful forces... modern
weapons are now an integral part of India’s
armed forces. For national security and na-
tion integration, the government has taken
decisions that were never taken earlier...
When Congress-NCP leaders raise questions
on the martyrdom of our jawans... when
they object to the most advanced Rafale, the
nation feels hurt. When they defame Article
370 and revolutionaries like Veer Savarkar,
people lose their cool,” he said.

He said Congress-NCP leaders were not
able to understand the feelings of the peo-
ple. “They were soundly defeated in the Lok
Sabha elections. In Assembly elections, they
will fare worse.”

Modi said Satara used to be the impreg-
nable fort of NCP but now it was not even
ready to contest from the seat. Instead, he
said, NCP asked Prithviraj Chavan of the
Congress to contest. “Chavan refused in view
of the ground realities. He then asked Sharad
Pawar to contest. But Sharadrao is Sharadrao,
he knew in which direction the wind was
blowing... It reveals the current state of the
Congress-NCP,” Modi said.

Day after Mumbai BJP chief’s riots
remark, EC issues showcause note

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 17

THE ELECTION Commission (EC) on Thursday
issued showcause notices to BJP Mumbai chief
Mangal Prabhat Lodha, Shiv Sena candidate
Pandurang Sakpal and the organiser of a cam-
paign meeting at Mumbadevi on Wednesday.

At the rally in support of Mumbadevi can-
didate Sakpal, Lodha delivered a speech refer-
ring toriots and terror attacks and claimed that
the bombs and bullets used were manufactu-
red “in lanes within 5 km” of the venue. The
constituency has a sizeable Muslim population.

The notices issued suo motu by Mumba-
devi Returning Officer Vishwas Gujar sought
responses on Lodha’s speech. Gujar said the EC
team present at the meeting had recorded the
speech. The notices were issued on the basis
of the recording, a news report in The Indian
Express and the rules of the model code of con-
duct, he added. Gujar said aresponse had been

Mumbai BJP
chief Mangal
Prabhat Lodha

sought at the earliest and a decision on future
course of action will be taken within 48 hours.

At the meeting, Lodha spoke about the
1992 riots and the blasts that took place later,
claiming that the bombs used were manufac-
tured in lanes within 5 km of the rally venue.
He claimed that the sitting MLA, Amin Patel,
looked at the interests of “one particular com-
munity”. He also asked the gathering how a
person who is elected with votes from those
lanes “will take care of you in times to come”.

The AAP said it will file a formal complaint
with the EC while calling the remarks a “seri-
ous violation” of the model code of conduct.In
astatement, the party said the comments draw

various sections of the Indian Penal Code re-
lated to “hate speech and outright incitement”.
The EC, meanwhile, also issued a show-
cause notice to the principal of Rizvi Springfield
High School at Bandra (West) in Mumbai, fol-
lowing media reports that BJP’s ‘Jansampark
Abhiyaan’ forms were allegedly distributed on
school premises during a Parents and Teachers

Association (PTA) meeting on Wednesday.
The notice was issued by Bandra (West)
Returning Officer Umesh Biraari. The principal
has been asked to reply by Friday evening, fol-
lowing which the EC will decide on the future
course of action. Biraari told The Indian Express,
“Based on the media report, we have issued a
showcause notice to the principal. We have
also received a complaint from Congress can-

didate from the constituency, Asif Zakaria.”
Inaletter to State Election Commission, the
school has said the meeting was to create awa-
reness among parents for the polls and that
they misunderstood it as promotion of a party.
WITH INPUTS BY MOHAMED THAVER

Vikhroli slum’s 37-yr journey: From
Garibi Hatav Nagar to Garib Nagar

LAXMAN SINGH
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

WHEN 42-YEAR-OLD Fareeda Jakir Nadaf ar-
rived as a newlywed more than two decades
ago at the Vikhroli slum in which she now
lives, it used to be called Garibi Hatav Nagar.
Tellingly of how that name has worked out for
its residents, it is now known as Garib Nagar.

“We thought our situation would change.
We really believed the name of the slum
meant there would be a better life for us. Butin
these 25 years, our lives have only become
worse. The drains are choked, there are no toi-
lets, everything s filthy, there are mosquitoes,
and rodents have dug holes into our homes,”
fumed Fareeda. “Poverty never left this place.”

According to the residents, elections have
brought no change to their lives. “Recently, Shiv
Sena’s Sunil Raut, who is contesting from
Vikhroli, and BJP workers came to campaign.
We turned them away as our issues remain un-
resolved. Garibi Hatav Nagar is still written on
documents but the area has become Garib
Nagar,” said Ramesh Jadhav (44),alocal activist.

Fareeda said, “Whether it is a corporator,
MLA or MP, they all ignore this area. In the last
twoyears, we have visited the corporator’s of-
fice more than 10 times, but it has been futile.”

Garibi Hatav Nagar was established in 1982
about 500 m away from IIT Bombay market’s
main gate. “The area was named Garibi Hatav
Nagar after former PM Indira Gandhi visited
the IIT. She had addressed a rally nearby and
thisinspired some local residents to give it this
name,” said Jadhav. Gandhi had used ‘Garibi

Nearly 2,000 people live in the 450-odd houses in Garib Nagar. Express

Hatao’as asloganinthe 1971 Lok Sabha polls.

Jadhav, also a martial art trainer, said the
land the slum is located on belongs to the
municipality’s hydraulic engineering depart-
ment. “Underground water pipelines were
laid here in the British era. But they were
never used.”

Nearly 2,000 people live in the 450-odd
houses in the locality. It was in the 1990s that
the place began to be known as Garib Nagar,
and the name started appearing on residen-
tial documents. But many continue to have pa-
pers stating the address as Garibi Hatav Nagar.

In 2009, local residents formed a commit-
tee to take up redevelopment of the area un-
der the Slum Rehabilitation Authority (SRA)
scheme, but it could not move forward due to
disputes between the residents, said Bhagwan
Khandagle (68). A security guard at a housing
complex, he said, “Earlier; all the houses were of
wood and plastic sheets. Later,everyone made
pucca structures. In the last one decade, slum
redevelopment was planned but there has
been infighting among residents with many
fearing they would be shifted and that only the
builder would profit.”
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JJP promises 75 % quota
in jobs for state youth,
cash dole for mothers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 17

THE DUSHYANT Chautala-led Jannayak Janta
Party (JJP) has promised 75 per cent reserva-
tion for Haryana residents in government
and private jobs and a monthly honorarium
of Rs 3,000 to every mother for bringing up
two children if the party is voted to power in
the upcoming Assembly polls.

Inits manifesto comprising 160 promises,
the party has also promised free education to
girls up to the PhD level. Free change of land
use for farmers to enable them to pursue self-
employment is also among the promises.

The party has also promised closure of
liquor vends in villages and farm loan waiver.

The JJP saysits manifesto is aimed at build-
ing a Haryana dreamt by Dushyant’s great
grandfather and former deputy PM Devi Lal.

Releasing the manifesto, ||P secretary gen-
eral K C Bangar said youths belonging to rural
areas will get 10 additional marks in compet-
itive exams and the exams will be held in
hometowns if the party is voted to power.
Regulation of fee structure in private schools,
hostels for youths studying in coaching cen-
tres, Kisan Model Schools and a monthly al-
lowance of Rs 11,000 for unemployed buted-
ucated youth are among the other promises.

Bangar further said the JJP will restart the
old pension scheme for government employ-
ees. “To bring farmers out of the vicious cir-
cle of debt, the JJP will waive off their loans
and provide free tubewell connections to
them,” said Bangar. The JJP has also prom-

Alleyeson
young voters

THE JJP is the latest to promise reser-
vation in jobs for Haryana residents
if it comes to power in the state, in-
dicating that unemployment is a key
issue in this election. Earlier, the
Congress and the INLD have made
similar promises to woo young vot-
ers. Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, too, recently announced
that the government would exam-
ine the possibility of giving priority
to youths from Haryana in
recruitment for government jobs.

ised monthly old-age pension of Rs 5,100.

Bangar said the party;, if voted to power,
will install water purifier ROs in villages and
provide free treatment to the patients of
jaundice and hepatitis. “If JJP is voted to
power, the biggest temple of Guru Ravidas
will come up in Kurukshetra and the world’s
tallest statute of Shaheed Bhagat Singh will
be builtin Jind,” he said.

JJP secretary general K C Bangar and other party leaders release the manifesto for
the Assembly election at the party office in Chandigarh on Thursday. jasbir Malhi

CONSTITUENCY WATCH: KARNAL

CM Khattar on strong
wicket, but youth
angry over lack of jobs

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA
KARNAL,OCTOBER 17

FOR A city going to polls in a few days, Karnal
seems remarkably indifferent. “What elec-
tions,” Meenu Gupta, a homemaker asks be-
fore hastening to correct herself. “The Asse-
mbly polls youmean?” There is no excitement,
she says, because Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar’s victory is a foregone conclusion.

A group of lawyers at the district court say
Karnal has never seen such an “unequal” battle.

The Congress has fielded Tarlochan Singh,
former chairman of the state minority com-
mission, and the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) has
given a ticket to Tej Bahadur Yadav. Then a BSF
constable, Yadav made headlinesin 2017 when
he uploaded videos on social media complain-
ing about the quality of food served in the force.
Later, he was dismissed from the BSE. The INLD
has not fielded anyone in Karnal.

Ashutosh Kumar, a political scientist at
Panjab University, says the Congress high com-
mand has abdicated its responsibility. “The
candidates are beingleft to fend for themselves,
the Gandhis are not coming to their rescue.”

That may explain the muted poll vibe and
the buzz about low turnout.

Karnal, the aspirational city of astronaut
Kalpana Chawla, is usually not so predictable.

Even in the December 2018 mayoral polls,
it gave quite a scare to the ruling BJP when its
candidate won by a thin margin of 9,000 votes.

Butin thelast 10 months, Khattar has man-
aged to neutralise the Opposition by getting
INLD leader Manoj Wadhwa, the husband of
Asha Wadhwa who finished second in the
mayoral polls, to join the BJP. Jai Prakash Gupta,
the Congress candidate pitched against Khattar
in the 2014 polls, has also joined the party.

A section of Karnal, which sought to dis-
miss Khattar as an outsider five years ago, has
finally warmed up to him. Narinder Singh
Cheema, a member of the Bar Council, makes
nobones about the fact that he is aKhattar fan.
“He is an honest Chief Minister. The city has
developed under his watch. Roads have been
repaired, drainage revamped, traffic police-
men are doing their job and the city is cleaner
than ever. We used to be flooded with dengue
cases, but this year we haven’t heard of any.”

The advocates have a reason to cheer. The
Khattar-led government has set up the

Manohar Lal Khattar

Haryana Administrative Tribunal, which will
work out of Karnal, despite protests by the
Punjab and Haryana High Court lawyers.

The tribunal is meant to adjudicate over the
service matters of the state employees that ear-
lier would be directly heard by the High Court.

At Pundrak village, Sonu Kumar, a Gujjar,
says heis happy as he gets astipend of Rs 1,500
a month for being a graduate. His neighbour
Deep Chand, adairy farmer-cum-shopkeeper,
is satisfied with the electricity supply.

However, there are murmurs of discontent.
Two women treating themselves to cold milk
in Karnal market say the crime rate is spiralling
and snatchings and robberies are on the rise.

While Cheema praises Khattar, a lawyer
gently mentions how buses are old and there
is little connectivity between the surrounding
villages and the city. Others say digitalisation
has robbed many of jobs at the court complex.

Parth Sharma from a neighbouring village
glares the moment Khattar is mentioned. “He
has done nothing. I couldn’t get a job because
of twomarks, [will never vote for him,” he says.

His sister says the Chief Minister has made
applying for jobs “more difficult”. “I saw on
YouTube that now you will have to clear an
exam to even fill up the job application form.”

The siblings are not alone. On the outskirts
of the town, a young Sukhvinder Singh asks,
“What has he done? Where are the jobs?”

But Azad Kumar, a BJP functionary at
Karnal, says they are confident. “The Chief
Minister has no competition, all we are wor-
ried about is the margin. We have set a target
of one lakh.” BJP workers comprising scores of
panna pramukhs are now focusing on just one
goal — to get people to the poll booth.
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

SAME PAGE

IT WAS a rare occasion when social media followers saw both
former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and BJP’s IT cell in-
charge Amit Malviya on the same page. In the morning, Malviya
tweeted quotes from late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on Veer
Savarkar. Sharing an image, Malviya explained how Indira
“recognised and hailed the legacy of great freedom fighter Veer
Savarkar”. He mentioned her move to issue acommemorative
stamp on Savarkarin 1970, that she donated Rs 11,000 from her
personal account to the Savarkar Trust and ordered the Film
Division to produce a documentary on him. Later in the day,
during a press conference in Mumbai, Singh said: “As far as
Savarkarji is concerned, you would recall that Indiraji had is-
sued a postal stamp commemorating Savarkarji. So we are not
against Savarkarji.” Malviya in his tweet had asked whether the
Congress had given up on Indira “because it doesn’t suit the nar-
row bigoted politics of their current leadership?”

NO RESPITE

A DAY after the 40-day marathon hearing in the
Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid case concluded, the five
judges — CJI Ranjan Gogoi, Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and Abdul Nazeer — decided to
work from their chambers and not hear any cases in open
court. However, for CJ Gogoi and Justice Bobde, there was no
respite from the workload even in chambers. The two were
part of five- and nine-judge benches that heard review peti-
tions and curative writ petitions in chambers till 3 pm.

ALLAYING CONCERNS

AT THE recent RTI conference, Home Minister Amit Shah
praised the RTI law but repeatedly said that the Union gov-
ernment was functioning in such a transparent manner that
there was no need to file RTI applications for information. In
the backdrop of concerns over the rank and tenure of the com-
missioners, some of them sitting in the audience looked nerv-
ous. Noticing their expression, Shah told them. “Information
commissioners need not worry, because information com-

missions will exist as usual.”

Former culture secy
Raghvendra Singh
made NMML director

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

DAYS AFTER the three-year term
of Shakti Sinha as Director of
Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library (NMML) ended, retired
bureaucrat and former culture
secretary Raghvendra Singh was
appointed for the post.

Singh was appointed for a pe-
riod of six months, or until a new
full-time director is appointed.

When contacted by The
Indian Express, Singh confirmed
having received the official com-
munication but refused to com-
ment further.

This will be an additional
charge for Singh, who was last
month appointed by the govern-
ment as the CEO of Development
of Museums and Cultural Spaces
to oversee operations at NMML
besides several other organisa-

tions under the Ministry of
Culture. The selection of Singh —
a1983-batchretired IAS officer of
the West Bengal cadre — was
cleared by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet on
October 15, and the letter men-
tions that the assignmentis “fora
period of six months, or till ap-
pointment of regular incumbent
or until further orders, whichever
is the earliest”. Sinha —who was
akey aide to former prime minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee — com-
pleted his term on October 4.
Singh’s six-month term will
coincide with the final stages of
the Rs 270-crore Museum of
Prime Ministers,coming upin the
NMML complex. The project,
which was supposed to be com-
pleted by October 2020, is behind
schedule. Sources said the ap-
pointment was made so that the
project could be executed directly
under the watch of the PMO.

Former Union Minister P Chidambaram outside the Rouse Avenue District Court Complex

in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

INX Media case: Chidambaram
in ED custody till October 24

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

A DELHI court has remanded
Congress leader and former
Union minister P Chidambaram
in seven-day custody of the
Enforcement Directorate in the
INX Media case.

Arrested by the CBI on August
21,Chidambaram has beenin ju-
dicial custody since September
5. He was arrested inside Tihar
jail on Wednesday by the ED,
which is probing charges of
money laundering in the same
case. Chidambaram has denied
the ED’s claims of bank accounts
or properties abroad.

The court said the ED could
have utilised the time “the ac-
cused was in judicial custody in
the CBI matter to examine him
with regard to the material avail-
able with the ED”. However, it
said the court was “not inclined
to deny an opportunity to ED to
interrogate the accused in pres-
ent case to facilitate proper inves-
tigation” to “reach alogical end”
and allowed custodial interroga-
tion till October 24.

Seeking 14-day custody of
Chidambaram, the ED, repre-
sented by Solicitor General

Tushar Mehta, told Special Judge
Ajay Kumar Kuhar, “First of all
need for custodial interrogation
is recognised by Supreme Court,
but to satisfy the conscience of
this court, I will produce mate-
rial collected by the ED with re-
gard to the money laundering
investigation. We have detailed
facts, figures and references on
what material is collected.”
Mehta said that
Chidambaram had on September
5volunteered for custodial inter-
rogation which he opposed as the
agency wanted to fully utilise the
15-day remand  period.
Submitting the agency’s findings
before and after September 5,
Mehta said, “The investigating
agency wanted to make the ar-
rest after taking down the state-
ments. The ED investigationis to-
tally different and distinct... (ED)
has examined 12 witnesses. On
October 9, the last witness was
examined. We are not guilty of
any delay, we were prompt.”
However, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, who appeared for
Chidambaram, strongly protested
to the ED application, calling it a
ruse. “I(Chidambaram) have ap-
peared thrice. Last time on
February 8.. They never called me
after that. So there was no mate-

rial till September 5. What has
happened that suddenly they
have found material? This is a
ruse. And now they need 15 days
remand?” he asked.

Sibal told the court thatthe ED
has been talking of bank accounts,
shell companies, letters rogatory
and properties for the past two
years but had not confronted
Chidambaram with the same.
“Show me one bankaccount, one
property. Whatever they have
asked me (Chidambaram), I told
them that I have no knowledge.”

Sibal then told the court that it
must be examined whether the
12 witnesses were available in the
past two years and why they
were not examined earlier.

The court said, “The investi-
gating officer in the present case
never approached this court for
examination of the accused
while he was in custody in the
CBI matter.

The witnesses which have
been examined must have been
available earlier also as the case
wasregistered back on 18.5.2017.
These witnesses could have been
examined earlier but again I
would say the investigating offi-
cer is the best person to know
when to examine which
witnesses.”

Shivakumar bail plea: HC rap for
ED lawyer, court reserves order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday expressed anguish
over non-availability of the
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)
law officer during hearing of the
bail plea by Karnataka Congress
leader D K Shivakumar, observ-
ing that the agency cannot play
“hide and seek” with the court.

Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
also came down heavily on ED’s
junior lawyer, who urged the
court to accommodate them for
30 minutes, as the senior lawyer
who was to argue the case was
busy in another court.

“You cannot play hide and
seek with the court.... This is not
acceptable. Courts are not sup-
posed to wait,” Justice Kait re-
marked.

The court subsequently re-
served the order on
Shivakumar’s bail plea in a
money laundering case and di-
rected the ED’s counsel to file

WEEKS AFTER LAW PASSED TO REMOVE VICE-CHANCELLORS

Rajasthan starts inquiry into

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 17/

LESS THAN three months after
the Rajasthan government
passed The Universities’ Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, which
introduced a provision to re-
move vice-chancellors, the state
government has initiated in-
quiries into alleged irregularities
that took place in at least two
universities under the previous,
BJP-led government.

In light of the inquiries, the
BJP has accused the Congress
government in the state of delib-
erately initiating inquiries to ha-
rass academics appointed dur-
ing the previous regime, and of
interfering in the autonomy of
universities.

Rajasthan Higher Education
Minister Bhanwar Singh Bhati
denied that the inquiries are part
of any political vendetta, and

EXPLAINED

How V-Cscanbe
removed by new law

THE AMENDED law, passed by the Assembly on July 30 this
year, states that a V-C can be removed in consultation with
the Governor on the basis of the state government’s report,
or otherwise, in the opinion of the chancellor (the
Governor), if the person in that post “abuses his power” or
“wilfully omits or refuses to carry out provisions of the Act”.

pointed out that they are being
conducted “with the Governor’s
permission”.

N P Kaushik, retired V-C of
Rajasthan Technical University
(RTU), Kota, alleged financial ir-
regularities under whose tenure
is being probed, called the alle-
gations of financial irregularities
“baseless”.

According to records of the
Higher Education Department,

the state government had writ-
ten to the Governor’s office on
August 26 and recommended an
inquiry into matters of alleged
financial irregularities during
the previous government’s
tenure in RTU, Kota. Following
permission, an inquiry was ini-
tiated by the divisional commis-
sioner of Kota.

Divisional commissioner
Laxmi Naryan Soni, who con-

D K Shivakumar

written submissions by
Saturday noon. But Additional
Solicitor General K M Nataraj,
representing ED, appeared in
court minutes after the judge
passed the order and apologised
for his absence.

Accepting the apology,
Justice Kait agreed to hear the
ED’s arguments. After the ASG
concluded his submissions, the
judge finally reserved his verdict.

Shivakumar’s counsels have
concluded their arguments and
submitted that the matter wasa
result of political rivalry, and that

ducted the inquiry, told The
Indian Express that the inquiry
is being done regarding invest-
ment of funds for provident
fund. He added that following
the inquiry, the report has been
sent to the Governor.

Former V-C Kaushik said:
“Thereis a university regulation
in place for provident funds, un-
der which a committee is insti-
tuted to look into investments.
(These) investments have been
made according to recommen-
dations of the committee. All
procedures and regulations
were followed after due discus-
sions and several meetings. The
allegations of financial irregular-
ities are baseless. I have not been
called for any inquiry.”

Kaushik’s termas V-Cended
in January 2019; he retired in
May.

A similar Act amending the
Rajasthan Technical Universities
laws was also passed in July.

there is not enough evidence
against him.

Countering this, the ED ar-
gued that Shivakumar should
not be given bail, as he is a “very
powerful and influential person”,
and is capable of “creating, fabri-
cating and hiding evidence”.

Inits status report, the ED has
said that Shivakumar has “held
high offices of Minister. From his
means, position and standing
there is every likelihood that he
would employ every means to
frustrate the investigation
against him. Furthermore, his
mere presence at large would in-
timidate witnesses.... There is
every likelihood of justice being
thwarted if accused is released
on bail.”

In his bail application, the
Congress leader stated that he is
aseven-time MLA and not at risk
of fleeing.

The ED had arersted
Shivakumar on September 3 for
alleged offences under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

According to government of-
ficials, an inquiry was initiated
in September, after then
Governor Kalyan Singh gave his
approval on September 5,
against University of Rajasthan’s
vice-chancellor R K Kothari on
allegations of irregularities in the
finance and recruitment process.

“The inquiry against him per-
tains to financial irregularities
and misuse of the post by not fol-
lowing proper norms during re-
cruitment of professors, deputy
registrar and lower division
clerks,” Jaipur divisional com-
missioner K C Verma, who is
conducting the inquiry, said.

Repeated calls and messages
to Kothari remained unan-
swered.

Kothari was appointed in
2017, under the Vasundhara
Raje-led BJP government.

Former state Education min-
ister and BJP legislator Vasudev
Devnani said: “The Congress
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Curbs on mediaif report
intention malafide: AP

Citing 2007 order, Information Minister moves it to Cabinet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 17

ANDHRA PRADESH'S Information
and Public Relations Minister Perni
Venkataramaiah has proposed
curbs on the media by imple-
menting a 2007 government or-
der (GO) against reports with
“mala fide intentions”.

On Wednesday, the minister,
who also holds the Transport
portfolio, submitted a proposal to
the state Cabinet toempower de-
partment heads to initiate legal
action against the media and so-
cial media outlets if they publish
news with “mala fide intentions.”

The Cabinet did not take up
the minister’s proposal, which he
submitted for the second time.
Defending his proposal,
Venkataramaiah said: “I have no-
ticed some false, fake and defam-
ing newsitems about our govern-
ment published or aired by a few
publications and news channels.
There were baseless allegations
and motivated reports designed
todamage the reputation of Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy.
It is not the journalists or re-
porters, but some media house
owners who are doing this mis-
chief. I have proposed (that) in-
stead of IRPR Commissioner hav-
ing to issue rejoinders, or taking
up suchbaseless news items of all

PMILA case: ED
files chargesheet
against Ratul Puri

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
on Thursday filed a chargesheet
in a Delhi court against Ratul
Puri, nephew of Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Kamal Nath, in a
money-laundering case related
to a bankloan fraud.

The ED filed the chargesheet
against Puri and company Moser
Baer before Special Judge Sanjay
Garg. “From perusal of the
record, [ am of the view that suf-
ficient material is available on
record to proceed with the case.
Accordingly, the cognizance of
the offence under Sections 3 and
70 punishable under Section 4 of
PMILA is taken,” the court said.

The ED had arrested Puri on
August 20. The court had earlier
extended his judicial custody
until October 17.Puriis alsoin ju-
dicial custody in connection
with a money-laundering case
related to AgustaWestland chop-
per scam case.

The fresh PMLA case stems
from an August 17 CBI FIR in
which Puri, his father Deepak
Puri, mother Nita (Nath'’s sister)
and others were booked in con-
nection withaRs 354 crore bank
fraud case filed by Central Bank
of India.

Since the FIR included sched-
uled offences under the PMLA,
the ED took up the probe.

The ED said directors and
promoters of M/s Moser Baer
India Ltd including Puri had
“forged and fabricated docu-
ments and induced Central Bank
of India to release public funds”.

‘irregularities’ under 2 V-Cs

government passed the law with
the intention of having V-Cs who
will be ‘yes men’ to this govern-
ment. Thisis anattack on the au-
tonomy of universities. The gov-
ernment is deliberately trying to
harass academics appointed
during our regime as part of a
political vendetta.”

Minister Bhati said: “Earlier
there was no direct provision to
take action even if a vice-chan-
cellor was involved in financial
irregularities or misused his po-
sition. Several such complaints
were received. That is why the
new (amendment) Bill was in-
troduced.” In the statement of
objects and reasons for the
Universities’ Laws Bill, the gov-
ernment had said that the pro-
vision for removing V-Cs was be-
ing included since there was no
such provision in the existing
law “if any unprecedented con-
dition warrants it [removal] be-
fore the end of his tenure”.

departments, why not empower
departmental heads toinitiate le-
galactionif they notice false or de-
faming news regarding their re-
spective departments?”

“AGOtodothatalready exists.
[ am proposing that it should be
implemented. The Cabinet did not
considerit.”

Telugu news channels ABN
Andhra Jyothi and TV5 have ear-
lier alleged that Venkataramaiah
was behind an unofficial ban on
the two channels, due to which
several cable networks and the
government-owned Andhra
Pradesh State Fibernet Limited
(APSFL) had stopped airing the
two channels from September 9.
Anofficial from ABN said the min-
ister accused the two channels of
not covering any news of the YS-
RCP government and allegedly
told cable operators unofficially to
not air them.

TV5 approached the Telecom
Disputes Settlement and
Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT),
which ordered immediate
restoration, and the channel was
back on air from September 19.
However, some cable networks
have still not restored ABN Andhra
Jyothi, according to company rep-
resentatives. “We have ap-
proached TDSAT and proceedings
are going on. We are pursuing it,”
an official from the office of ABN
Andhra Jyothi MD, Vemuri

Radhakrishna, said.

Minister Venkataramaiah de-
nied that he had pressured the
Multi-System Operators (MSOs)
and APSFL to de-link the two
channels. “Some cable operators
ontheirowndecided nottoairthe
two channels, which they thought
were defaming the government.
APSFL suffered a technical glitch,
which they have rectified now,”
he said. He said GO MS 938 GA
(Poll-B) empowers the Special
Commissioner of I&RPR tofile cases
against anyone spreading false
news with mala fide intent.

The GO was issued in 2007,
whenY SRajasekharaReddy was
chief minister of united AP.

The proposal submitted by the
minister states: “Now itis felt that
departmental secretaries with
through knowledge of the affairs
about the department and having
wherewithal to judge whether
the newsis true or false after con-
ducting through enquiry should
be empowered to file cases
against defamatory content ap-
pearingin print, electronic and so-
cial media.”

On the Cabinet not taking up
the minister’s memorandum for
discussion and approval, an offi-
cial from the Chief Minister’s
Office said, “The CM has made it
clear that AP Government has no
intention of harassing journalists
or reporters.”

NDA on firm footing
for Bihar bypolls,

AIMIM set to give
fight in Kishanganj

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER 17

WITH THE R]D-led alliance im-
ploding following its drubbing in
Lok Sabha election, and allies
Vikassheel Insan Party (VIP) and
former chief minister Jitan Ram
Manjhi’s HAM(S) putting up can-
didates in one Assembly con-
stituency each, the October 21 by-
elections to Kishanganj Lok Sabha
and five Assembly seats in Biharare
beginning to look like a decidedly
one-horse race for the NDA.

The battle for Kishanganj
Assembly seat meanwhile, is
warming up, with the Asaduddin
Owaisi-led AIMIM making it a
triangular contest against BJP and
Congress.

For the lone Parliamentary
seat(Kishangan;j), NDAally LJP has
nominated Prince Raj, son of late
LJP leader Ramchandra Paswan,
whose death prompted the by-
poll. Prince Raj will be up against
senior Congress leader Ashok
Ram, seen as his nearest rival.

The]D(U)is contesting the re-
maining four Assembly seg-
ments going to the bypolls:
Daraunda, Belhar, Simri
Bakhtiyarpur and Nathnagar.

But the mostengrossing battle
could be seen for Kishanganj seat,
where Kishanganj Lok Sabha MP
Mohammed Jawed’s mother
Saeda Banois the Congress candi-
date against BJP’s Sweety Singh.
Although the seat has traditionally
been a Congress bastion, and seen
a straight contest between the
party and the BJP, Owaisi’s AIMIM
has made things tricky. The party
polled nearly 3 lakh votesin the Lok
Sabha polls and took the third slot.

AIMIM has fielded Kamrul
Hoda, JD(U)’s former Kishanganj

unit president. Party leader Adil
Hasan Azad said, “We are fo-
cussing on the NRC issue. While
we saw the youth coming with us
(during Lok Sabha polls), now, we
sense even the elderly supporting
us. The Congress should be ready
forasurprise —we may upset the
party’s family dominance here.”

Of the remaining seats, Belhar
will see a direct contest between
JD(U)'s Laldhari Yadav, brother of
party’s Banka MP Giridhari Yadav,
and former MLA Ramdev Yadav
of theR]D.WhileR]Dis seenas of-
fering a fight, local BJP leader
Mrinal Shekhar said, “The NDA is
firmly placed in Belhar given
Giridhari Yadav’s long connect
with the areaand overall popular-
ity of NDA governments in both
Bihar and at the Centre”.

InDarounda, JD(U) hasfielded
Ajay Singh, husband of party’s
Siwan MP Kavita Singh. The fam-
ily has traditionally represented
this segment, with Ajay Singh’s
mother Jagmato Devi and later
wife Kavita Singh representing it
in Vidhan Sabha. The seat fell va-
cant after Kavita won the Lok
Sabha polls, defeating Hina
Shahab, wife of former MP
Mohammed Shahabuddin.

TheR]D hasfielded upper caste
Rajput leader Umesh Singh to split
the community’s votes. In
Nathnagar, the JD(U) has fielded
its former Bhagalpur president
Laxmi Mandal against RJD’s
Rabiya Khatoon.

Manjhi’s party, Hindustani
Awam Morcha (Secular) has put
up its own candidate, Ajay Rai,
who comes from Dhanuk, an EBC
community.

In Simri Bakhtiyarpur, JD(U)'s
Arun Yadav in a direct contest
with RJD’s Zafar Alam. VIP has
fielded Dinesh Yadav.

Rajasthan govt offices told
to put up Gandhi’s portrait

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 17/

THERAJASTHAN government has
asked all government offices to
ensure that a photo or portrait of
Mahatma Gandhiis presentin the
premises.

In a letter sent this month,
Chief Secretary D B Gupta asked
all additional chief secretaries,
principal secretaries, secretaries,
divisional = commissioners,
Inspector Generals, heads of de-
partments, and District Collectors
“toensure” Gandhi’s photo or por-

trait are present in their office.

“The contribution of father of
the nation, Mahatma Gandhi, in
our freedom struggle is unforget-
table. His truthfulness, his ideol-
ogy of non-violence, cleanlinesss,
welfare of poor and attempts to
uplift the villages, as well as his
thoughts are exemplary,” Gupta
said in the letter.

“This is the 150th birth an-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi. To
keep his values everlasting, all
head of departments should en-
sure a photograph or portrait in
their office and in the offices un-
der them,” the letter says.
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After 41 yrs and civil war, Jaffna Rajasthan govt moves HC
gets first flight from Chennai

Govt to rename
Chenani-Nashri
tunnel after
Mookerjee

New Delhi: The government has
decided to rename the Chenani-
Nashri tunnel road, the longestin
India, after Bharatiya Jana Sangh
founder Syama Prasad Mookerjee.
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari
announced the decision saying
that Mookerjee’s struggle for “one
nation, one flag” has contributed
to “national integration”.
“Historic! Chenani-Nashri Tunnel
onNH44,in Jammu and Kashmir,
to be named after Dr Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee. This is our
humble homage to Shyama
Prasad Jiwhose battle for Kashmir,
One Nation One Flag has im-
mensely contributed in national
integration,” Gadkari tweeted,
Udhampur MP and Union
minister Jitendra Singh had pro-
posed the name change. “In re-
sponse toa proposal moved by me
as the MP from the area, Ministry
of MORTH has announced the
naming of Chenani-Nashri tunnel
after DrSyama Prasad Mookerjee.
Thanks Respected PM Shri
Narendra Modi ji. Thanks re-
spected Shri Nitin Gadkari ji,” he

VIJAY KARTHIK
JAFFNA,OCTOBER 17

AN ALLIANCE Air flight from
Chennai landed at the Jaffna
International Airport on
Thursday as Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena inaugu-
rated the country’s third inter-
national airport, upgraded with
India’s assistance, in the Tamil-
dominated Northern Province.

The inaugural flight from
Chennai was the first to land at
the new international airport in
Jaffna. The ATR 72-600 aircraft
was accorded water salute as it
landed at the Jaffna airport, about
400-km from capital Colombo.

“Bringing #IndiaSriLanka even
closer. Welcome the opening of
#]affna International Airport to-
day. Congratulate @airindiain on
Alliance Air’s inaugural Chennai-
Jaffna flight. A historic moment,”
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar tweeted.

The Jaffna International
Airport was earlier known as

A small Alliance Air flight, a subsidiary of Air India, made
the inaugural landing at the newly upgraded Jaffna
International Airport at Palaly in Sri Lanka. Twitter@MFA_SriLanka

a military air base and for do-
mestic flights.

President Sirisena and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
formally unveiled a plaque com-
memorating the inauguration of
the airport. Indian High
Commissioner to Sri Lanka Taranjit
Singh Sandhu was also present.

The occasion also marked the
maiden ATR-72 aircraft of

seas trip with a delegation from
India led by Air India CMD
Ashwani Lohani, Alliance Air
CEO C S Subbiah and a group of
Indian journalists on board.
Alliance Air, the wholly
owned subsidiary of Air India,
would soon commence its
maiden overseas flight to Jaffna,
aimed at boosting the ties be-
tween India and Sri Lanka.

gural flight was yet another ex-
ample of India’s commitment
to continue with people-ori-
ented development projects in
SriLanka. He recalled the words
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, during his visit to Lanka
in 2015, in which he said: “The
future [ dream for India is also a
future that I want for our
neighbours”.

According to the Lankan au-
thorities, the air service between
Chennai-Jaffna waslaunched on
Thursday after a gap of 41 years.
The flight operations were sus-
pended during the decades old
civil war in Lanka.

Lanka Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe said, “Let me
put on record the appreciation
we have for the Prime Minister
(Modi) and the Government of
India for their help. Iwish all suc-
cess to the Jaffna International
airport,” he said.

Lohani said, “We are planning
to commence operations very
soon. It will be thrice aweek. Later,
we will increase to seven flights a

tweeted. ENS

U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LIMITED TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders in two parts, Part-1 (Earnest Money,
Technical and Commercial details etc.), Part-Il-
(Prices for Civil works and Electrical/
Mechanical works) valid for six months are
invited for the work mentioned hereunder.
Construction and commissioning of 02 (Two)
Nos. 132kV GIS Feeder Bay at 400/132kV GIS
Substations, Sec-123, Noida (U.P.) with SAS
on turnkey basis including supply, erection,
testing & commissioning of all equipments
/material shall be as per details mentioned
below:- SI. No.: 1. Spec. No.: ESD-8/141
Description of work: Construction and
commissioning of Two nos. 132kV GIS Feeder
Bay at 400kV GIS S/s Sec-123, Noida Earnest
Money (Rs.): 12 Lacs (Twelve Lacs Only)
should be executed on a non-judicial stamp
paper of Rs. 6,000/- Schedule date & time of
submission: 12.11.2019 (16:00 hrs.)
Schedule date & time of opening: 14.11.2019
(16:00 hrs.) The offer in general includes but
not limited to design engineering,
manufacturing,  fabrication, testing at
manufacturers works, delivery, unloading at
site, handling, safe storage and erection,
testing and commissioning at site of the
complete indoor SF6 gas insulated metal
enclosed switchgear (GIS) and associated
equipments including transformers, control and
protection panels, integration with existing Bus
Bar Protection Panel and Substation
Automation System based on IEC 61850
protocol, metering system, main and auxiliary
structures, cables (power & control cables,
XLPE cables), station grounding, lighting
system, and all associated essential electrical
and civil works including earth filling, earth mat
inside the GIS buildings and in the outdoor
yard, foundations, anchor bolts, cable trenches,
drainage etc. as per latest national/
international standards and terms and
conditions of tender specifications. The offer
also includes testing and commissioning of the
ICT bay in a time bound schedule and all items
accessories required for completion and
commissioning shall be deemed to be in the
bidders' scope whether specifically covered in
this notice, BOQ and bid documents or not.
Tender documents against this bid specification
can be downloaded from e-Procurement
website https://etender.up.nic.in. Bidder will
require to pay a non-refundable fee of Rs.
11,800/ (inclusive of 18% GST) online through
RTGS/NEFT in bank account SBI A/C No.
30231982762" (IFS Code SBIN0003347) in
favour of U.P. Power Transmission Corporation
Limited and scanned copy of pay-in-slip,
countersigned by the bidder is required to be
uploaded, without which tender shall not be
opened. Bidder may submit EMD either
through RTGS/NEFT or in the form of Bank
Guarantee. In case of RTGS/NEFT, bidder shall
be required to pay EMD amount in the bank
account mentioned above and scanned copy of
pay-in-slip, countersigned by the bidder is
required to be uploaded. In case of EMD
submitted in the form of BG, it should be
executed on a non-judicial stamp paper of Rs.
10,000/- in favour of Superintending Engineer,
Electricity 765/400 kV Substation Design
Circle, UPPTCL, 11th Floor, Shakti Bhawan
Extn, Lucknow, in the prescribed proforma
given in the bid document and scanned copy of
the BG need to be uploaded with the E-tender
document. The original EMD shall have to be
submitted in the office of Superintending
Engineer, Electricity 765/400kV Substation
Design Circle, UPPTCL, 11th Floor, Shakti
Bhawan Extn, Lucknow, within one week from
opening of the tender part-l without which
tender part-1l (price part) shall not be accepted.
All the required documents as per tender
specification e.g. prequalification, schedules
etc. have to be uploaded along with the Bid. In
case of any discrepancy between the
documents downloaded by the prospective
bidder and the documents issued by Uttar
Pradesh Power Transmission Corporation Ltd.,
the later shall prevail. Tender document can be
submitted on  e-Procurcment  website
https://etender.up.nic.in  up to scheduled
date & time and one copy of techno-
commercial bid must be submitted in original
within a week from the date of opening of
Tender part-l. Tenderers are requested to get
themselves registered with U.P. Electronics
Corporation, Ltd. so as to obtain digital
signatures for participation. Only firms
registered under GST are eligible to participate
in tender and have to quote their GST number.
Part-I of the tender shall be opened publicly on
the scheduled date and time as specified or on
next working day in case of holiday, whereas
Part-1l  containing prices of Civil &
Electrical/Mechanical works shall be opened
separately at a later date which will be informed
accordingly. Undersigned reserves the right to
accept or reject any offer without assigning any
reasons thereof. Please Vvisit website
https://etender.up.nic.in  regularly for any
other corrections/ amendments/ modification/
extensions till the date of submission of
tenders. Sd/- Superintending Engineer,
Electricity 765/400 kV Substation Design
Circle, U.P. Power Transmission
Corporation Ltd., 11th Floor, Shakti Bhawan
Extension, 14-Ashok Marg, Lucknow-
226001 (U.P.) e-Procurement website-
https://etender.up.nic.in "SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF

NATION" §. 604/30gel-8/ 141/ f&qiem: 16
3R 2019

Palaly airport which was used as

UP man shoots at teen, held Talk of NRC

Lucknow: A man shot at a 15-
year-old girl after allegedly stalk-
ing and making untoward ad-
vances at her at a village in Etah
district on Wednesday. While
the man has been arrested, the
victim is undergoing treatment
at the district hospital where her
condition is stated to be stable.
Etah SP Sunil Kumar Singh
said the incident happened
when the Class 10 student was
on her way home on a bicycle af-

Alliance Air making its first over-

ter attending her tuition classes
on Wednesday afternoon.

“The man started following
her on a bike and even made un-
toward advances and tried to
stop her, but the girl kept cy-
cling... he intercepted her and
fired at her. The bullet hit the
girl's knee,” said the SP.

The man was booked under
IPC Sections 342 (wrongful con-
finement) and 307 (attempt to
murder). ENS

Sandhu said that the inau-

week,” he said.
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, CAB nothing but bid
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against Pehlu case verdict

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 17

THE RAJASTHAN government
has filed an appeal against an
Alwar court’s decision in August
to acquit all six accused in the
lynching of Haryana dairy
farmer Pehlu Khan.

Khan, his two sons and two
companions were attacked by
cow vigilantes in Behror on April
1, 2017, while they were trans-
porting cows. Khan succumbed
to his injuries two days later. A
video of the attack had gone vi-
ral, sparking nationwide outrage.

“The appeal against the Pehlu
Khan verdict was filed at the
Rajasthan High Court on
Monday,” Additional Advocate
General Major RP Singh told The
Indian Express.

The appeal was filed a month
after a special investigation team
(SIT) constituted by the state
government submitted its re-
port, highlighting lacunae in dif-
ferent levels of investigation in
the case, including the video of
the lynching not being presented

Khan was attacked by cow vigilantes in Behror on April 1,
2017.He succumbed to his injuries two days later.

as evidence in a professional
manner, taking instruments on
record and following proper le-
gal procedure.

The investigation in the case
had been conducted during the
tenure of the previous BJP
government.

In its verdict on August 14,
the court of Additional District
Judge number 1 in Alwar had

to divide people further: Yechury

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 17

CPM GENERAL secretary Sitaram
Yechury on Thursday slammed the BJP
and RSS over the issue of NRC and

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill.
Addressing a programme to com-
memorate 100 years of the Communist
Party of India at the Netaji Indoor Stadium
in Kolkata, the CPM leader accused the BJP
of trying to destroy the secular fabric of
the nation by talking about the imple-
mentation of NRC and Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill across the country. “BJP
is trying to propagate its ideology of
Hindu nationalism by

Sitaram Yechury at an event to commemorate 100 years of the Communist
Party of India at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata on Thursday. Partha Paul

GOVERMENT OF UTTER PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & TRAINING
JAWAHAR BHAWAN, 6th FLOOR, ASHOK MARG, LUCKNOW

No: ME-1/2019/ 3157 Dated 15 October, 2019

E-TENDER CORRIGENDUM
The E-Tender notice invited by Principal, Medical College Jhansi by letter no.-4952/ETender/Housekeeping/2019, dated 20 September, 2019 to select the
service provider agency for housekeeping and sanitation at Government Medical College, Jhansi. This two bid system invited E-tender is hereby extended
further due to some unavoidable circumstances.
The dates are now as follows-
1. Date of pre bid meeting at DGME, U.P. office-18-10-2019 at 3:00 pm.
2. Date of submission of bid and providing hard copy- 04-11-2019 at 5:00 pm.
3. Date of opening of technical bid- 05-11-2019 from 3:30 pm onwards (DGME, U.P. Lucknow).
The rest of tender conditions will remain same.

UPID-144771 Dt. 16.10.2019 Sd-

-1 (K.K. Gupta)
Www.up.gov.nic.in Director General

Office of the Executive Engineer U.P.R.E.D. Division Shahjahanpur
Address:- Vikas Bhawan, Shahjahanpur
Letter NO: 871/RED/Tender/19-20 dated: 11.10.19

Short Term Tender Notice

01. The Executive Engineer, U.P.R.E.D. Shahjahanpur on behalf of Governor of Uttar
Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Contractors
registered with UP RED, in appropriate class A, B, C and D as the case may be. The
Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works.

02. Name of work as per table.

S. Name of Name of work Total Bid Cost of Bid Period of

No District estimated security document completion
cost (in (EMD) including including
Rupees (in GST rainy
Lakh) Rupees) (in Rupees) season

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Renewvation and repair work of meeting hall
1. Shahjahanpur and toilet of Vikas Bhawan, Renewvation 5835 11700.00  767.00 01 TTE

and repair work of CDO office and
Renewation and repair work of DDO office

3. Date of availability of Bid document in the offices : 21.10.19 to 23.10.19 (11.00 AM to

replacing the principles
of Indian nationalism.
The communal forces
have increased their ac-
tivities and they are try-
ing to stoke communal
passions across the
country. Now, the BJP is

PIE-CES
feqis  16.10.2019 &l kA

qISSY/INT LI & 3MHE el
H Y™ & i fafyr fe
21.10.2019 fuifa =t S B |

3.9, T WY, 9Rug

talking about NRC and Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill. It will now decide who
the citizens of this country are and who
are not. This is nothing but an attempt to
divide people further,” Yechury said.
The CPM leader said, “The BJP govern-
ment is talking about extending the im-
plementation of NRC across the country.

/-
IBEHED

DIPANITANATH &

NEW DELHI, KOLKATA,

W’@ | OCTOBER17

SANTANU CHOWDHURY

This is being done to target certain sec-
tions of people and to create polarisation.
The Centre has omitted Muslims from
the list of religious denominations, which
are eligible for getting citizenship under
the proposed Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill. This is in complete violation of the
Constitution,” he said.

Theatre artiste quits
faculty after sexual
harassment allegation

stituted an ICC and I am cooper-
ating with it. I will also raise the
matter with the women'’s com-
mission,” she added.

The college said that since
the ICC is working on it, no po-

4.00 pm)

4. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids: 24.10.19, 12.00 Noon

5. Place of receipt of bid: Office of the EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, DIVISION SHAHJAHANPUR

6. Date of opening of bids: 24.10.19 at 12.30 PM

For further details please contact the employer office i.e. office of the Executive Engineer

U.P.R.E.D. Second floor, Vikas Bhawan, Shahjahanpur.

UPID-NO. 144732 DATE-15.10.2019
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN
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Sd/-

(Isam Singh)

Executive Engineer

Rural Engineering Department
Shahjahanpur

On behalf of Governor of UP
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THEATRE ARTISTE Sudipto
Chatterjee resigned as faculty
member of a college in Kolkata
after a student accused him of
sexual harassment.

A protest was held at the col-
lege — The Heritage Academy —on
Thursday demanding strongaction
against Chatterjee, who taught film
and theatre to media science stu-
dents. The college has set up an
Internal Complaints Committee
(ICC) to probe the matter.

Chatterjee called the allega-
tion “a case of distortion and
misrepresentation of facts”.

He said, “Iam completely in-
nocent. It was completely edu-
cational and consensual. There
was nothing sexual about it. It
was about training and allowing
her to get deeper in the role she
was portraying in a play. It was
geared towards the success and
improvement of the play.”

In a Facebook post on
Thursday, the woman alleged
that Chatterjee called her to his
place to help her with her acting
in a play, but then touched her
inappropriately. She said that
many others were sexually ha-
rassed by him, and she had to
speak out. “I have not filed an FIR
as of now. The institute has con-

lice complaint has been lodged.

Chatterjee said he first heard
of the allegations when he was
summoned by the HR of The
Heritage Academy. “It was like I
was guilty by suspicion and, un-
der the circumstances, the only
thing I could have done was re-
sign. I needed to protect my self-
esteem and dignity,” he said,
adding that he would take action.

After the woman'’s post was
published, some other performers
shared their alleged encounters
with Chatterjee. Awomansaid he
invited her to his home for voice
exercises after sending a message
that physical touch would be part
of the process. The experience at
his home left her blank, she wrote.
A third woman said she stopped
working in Bengali theatre “as |
was terribly distressed with every-
thing I have faced”.

Chatterjee, who has a group
called Spectators in Kolkata, cap-
tured the story of Lalon Fakirin a
critically acclaimed play, Man of
the Heart. He has taughtat JNU in
Delhi and Centre for Studies in
Social SciencesinKolkata, and lec-
tured at the National School of
Dramain Delhi. He has also taught
at Tufts University and University
of California in the US.

given all six accused the benefit
of doubt, but observed that the
Rajasthan Police probe had “se-
rious shortcomings”.

Following the verdict, Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot had said
that his government would ap-
peal against it. He had also said
the government had a clear po-
sition — that no form of lynching
should take place.

MHA grants
Z-category
security cover to
Bengal Governor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 17

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs
(MHA)on Thursday granted ‘Z cat-
egory VIP security cover for the
Governor with the CRPF being
asked to take charge of his security.
The move triggered awar of words
between the BJP and the ruling
Trinamool Congress in the state.

While the BJP claimed the
heckling of Union minister Babul
Supriyo inside Jadavpur
University was proof that the
“law and order situation has bro-
ken down in the state”, the TMC
said only the Governor knew
why he needed security from
Delhi and there was no need for
such an unprecedented decision.

West Bengal Police was in
charge of the Governor’s security
with four armed personnel
guarding him whenever he used
to travel.

According to MHA sources,
the decision was taken after a
threat assessment report pre-
pared by the central security and
intelligence agencies found that
Dhankar’s security needs to be
secured by a “professional team
of personnel.”

Sources in the West Bengal
government said Raj Bhavan had
written a letter to the state gov-
ernment — stating that the cur-
rent security arrangement was
not adequate — after the incident
at Jadavpur University on
September 19, when the
Governor rushed to escort Babul
Supriyo after he was heckled.

Chhattisgarh
considers ballot

paper for local
polls, BJP objects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 17

THE BJP’S Chhattisgarh unit on
Wednesday night met Governor
Anusuiya Uikey, protesting a
possible decision by the state
government to hold election to
urban local bodies using ballot
papers instead of EVMs. This
comes a day after a cabinet sub
committee submitted findings
to this effect, also recommend-
ing indirect elections to the post
of mayor such as in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

Chhattisgarh state govern-
ment officials confirmed that the
two recommendations had been
made by the cabinet sub com-
mittee to look into the matter,
but said that a formal step would
only be taken after a cabinet de-
cision and a subsequent ordi-
nance to the Municipal Act. “But
it is clear things are moving in
that direction,” a senior govern-
ment official said.

The last few urban body polls
have been held through EVMs.

The BJP said the Congress
was murdering democracy
through these decisions, and the
party wanted to manipulate the
election using ballot boxes.

The Congress has hit back
saying that there are always im-
provements to democratic
processes, and that the BJP was
showing its “affection” towards
EVMs.
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Don’t take trucks intointeriors: J&K

EXPRESS NETWORK |1

Pak sent two fighter planes to
intercept Spicejet flight to Kabul

Police to transporters after 3 killed

‘We have become a victim
of special status abrogation’

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 17

FOLLOWING THEkilling of three
civilians from outside J&K by
militants in South Kashmir, the
state police have asked trans-
porters not to venture into inte-
riors of the area.

Director General, Jammu and
Kashmir Police, Dilbag Singh told
The Indian Express that traders in
Shopian have been advised to use
smaller vehicles for transporta-
tion of apples from interiors of the
district and bring the produce to
six pick-up points “secured and
identified” on the main roads.

“We have increased security
presence at these six points and
urged transporters not to take
trucks from outside (the state)
into the interiors. We have also
picked up atleast 12 people from
the OGW network (overground
workers of militant outfits) in
connection with these killings,”
the DGP said.

While a truck driver from
Rajasthan was killed in the Valley
on Monday, a migrant labourer
from Chhattisgarh was gunned
down in Pulwama and a fruit
loader from Punjab was shot in
Shopian in multiple militant at-
tacks on Wednesday.

Singh said, “Militants resorted
to threatening letters, beatings
and intimidation ahead of the ap-
ple season. However, people have
trade linkages in many other
parts of the country, and despite
all this intimidation trade carried
on. So now militants are resort-
ing to other options.”

He said that the militants in-
volved in the killing in Shopian
were identified as Salman
Afghani (LeT), Rahil Magray and

DGP Dilbag Singh: Militants
resorting to threats,
beatings and intimidations
ahead of apple season

Naveed Babu affiliated to Hizbul
Mujahideen.

Admitting that “there is
some amount of fear” in the area,
Singh said, “People are resisting
these incidents. On Monday,
they managed to rescue the con-
ductor of the truck that was set
on fire, but the driver, Sharif
Khan, could not be saved.”

Singh, Inspector General J&K
Police S P Pani and other senior
officers of the force toured South
Kashmir on Thursday.

Fruit from this region is trans-
ported to Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Delhi and Rajasthan.

Before the recentincidentsin
South Kashmir, four people, in-
cluding a minor engaged in the
apple business in Sopore, were
shot at and injured by alleged
militants in Sopore.

On ensuring that the apple
season continues as expected in
the area, Singh said, “Police pres-
ence is reassuring and we have
travelled through the districtand
seen such presence in all collec-
tion centres and the main mar-
ket. We have assured people of
further security measures.”

After cellphones,
J&K looks to
resume Internet,
minus social media

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 17

HAVING RESTORED mobile te-
lephony, the Jammu and
Kashmir administration is look-
ing for technological solution to
open access to Internet in the
Valley in a way that it is not mis-
used by disruptive elements. For
this, the administration is ex-
ploring technology that can
block access to social media.
“Proposals have been re-
ceived that Internet could be re-
stored with controlled access
where social media is off limits,
but before that it has to be ex-
plored whether a foolproof tech-
nology for this can be put in
place on mass scale,” a senior
J&K administration official said.
There are technologies which
provide tunnel access where
only a certain websites can be
accessed, the official added.
According to information
technology experts, blanket
blocking of social media plat-
forms is not without precedents
but makes it virtually impossible
for authorities to implement it
fully given that such portals can
be accessed using proxy apps,
websites and virtual private net-
works (VPNs). Earlier this year,
following the Easter Sunday
blasts in the island-nation, the Sri
Lankan government had blocked
social media sites such as
Facebook, WhatsApp, Viber,
YouTube, Snapchat, etc, to con-
trol spread of misinformation.
The J&K official, however,
made it clear that any decision to
restore Internet in the Valley even
without social media will be taken
only after a proper assessment of
the security situation in the wake
of opening up of mobile teleph-
ony. “If the security situation
worsens,and mobile telephoneis
seen to be the reason, Internet
restoration could be delayed in-
definitely,” the official said.

Arms recovered
from house

Jammu: Three rifles and some ex-
plosive material were recovered
from a house in Kishtwar district,
police said on Thursday. Actingon
a specific information, a raid was
conducted at the house of Ghulam
Mohammad in village Kharpora-
Chingam in Chatroo area late on
Wednesday, police said, adding
that probeis on. PTI

Why
complete
Netbanis
tough

VPNs ALLOW users to
circumvent the network
by routing access re-
quests through servers
in other countries, effec-
tively letting them by-
pass any such clamp-
down on any particular
portal or website. While
earlier, too, governments
blocking social media
have clamped down on
some of the most popu-
lar VPN apps, there are
hundreds of such apps
available, making it diffi-
cult for a complete and
effective ban.

According tosourcesinJ&K se-
curity establishment, social me-
diais among the key mediums to
assemble people and provoke
them for violent public protests.

A senior police officer said,
“Internet is shut down in all
states, not just in Kashmir, in sit-
uations of potential violence.
Social media in Kashmir plays a
vital role in organising stone-
pelting. It is also used by ele-
ments in Pakistan to post
provocative videos and spread
fake news that leads to violence.”

Sources said restoration of
Internet is necessary also to
speed up development work.

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, OCTOBER 17

EVEN AS the body of fruitloader
Charanjeet Popli arrived in
Punjab’s Abohar town on
Thursday, a day after he was
killed by militants in Kashmir,
commission agents and their
workers demanded the safety of
their colleagues in the Valley.

Charanjeet, a resident of
Abohar town in Fazilka district,
was the youngest of three sons.
His brother Ramesh went to
Kashmir to bring the body.

Rakesh, another brother,
said, “We told our parents
(about his death) this morning
as we did not have the courage
to tell them last night. They are
in their 80s. We have become a
victim of abrogation of special
status of J&K.”

Charanjeet’s wife Nreeti Rani
was inconsolable as she received
the body of her husband on
Karwa Chauth.

The family will be given Rs 4
lakh compensation from the J&K
administration. Fazilka DC
Manpreet Chhatwal said, “We
have sent arecommendation for
financial help for the family to
the Punjab chief secretary. The
J&K administration airlifted the
body while the Punjab govern-
ment brought it from Amritsar
airport to the residence in
Abohar. ADC (Development)
Kirpal Singh went to the airport.
We will assist the family in any

Fruit loader Charanjeet
Popli was killed by militants
on Wednesday.

way we can.”

The cremation will take place
on Friday, he added.

Meanwhile, Kinnow Mandi
Ahrtiya Association president
Atinderpal Singh demanded
safety of those in Kashmir. Inder
Sharma, general secretary of the
association, said, “Hundreds of
commission agents and their
workers are still in Kashmir to
bring back apple stock. They
have gone with their tempos and
trucks. We demand their safety.
This incident has left us in shock.
Abohar mandi does kinnow and
apple business. This is the way
we survive.”

He added, “People went to
Kashmir when restrictions were
lifted, but I have spoken to many
of our commission agents in
Shopian, and they told me there
is a curfew-like situation in the
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Valley even now.”

Association members said
the Union government should
instill confidence among the
masses about their safety in
Kashmir. “If there is no safety, we
will not go for business. Life is the
most important thing,” said
Sharma.

Charanjeet had gone to the
Valley with his cousin Sanjeev
Kumar alias Kala. “Kala told me
that he and a worker had gone to
get milk when militants came
and took Charanjeet and another
commission agent, Sanjeev
Charaya, and beat up the orchard
owner. Later, they shot at both of
them. Charanjeet died while
Charaya is still in hospital,”
Sharma said.

Charaya has three bullet in-
juries. His uncle Surinder has
reached the Valley.

Meanwhile, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh also
announced an ex gratia of Rs 2
lakh for the family of the Fazilka-
based apple trader. The Chief
Minister also directed the
deputy commissioner to attend
the cremation of the deceased.

The Chief Minister hasalsoan-
nounced Rs 1 lakhrelief for the in-
jured migrantlabourer, whois un-
dergoing treatment in Srinagar.

Expressing concern over ter-
ror attacks in Kashmir, the chief
minister called for a strong re-
sponse by India. “We cannot let
these terrorists continue killing
our people,” he said.

-WITHPTIINPUTS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

PAKISTAN LAST month scram-
bled two F-16 jets in its airspace
to intercept a Spicejet plane,
which was heading to Kabul
from Delhi with around 120 pas-
sengers, assuming it to be a mil-
itary aircraft, a senior govern-
ment official said.

The incident came in the
backdrop of tension between
India and Pakistan that had es-
calated after the Indian govern-
ment revoked Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status on
August 5 and bifurcated it into

two Union Territories.
“On the morning of
September 23, Spicejet

flight SG-21 left Delhi airport and
was going through Pakistan’s air-
space to Kabul. Pakistan scram-
bled two F-16 planes and inter-
cepted the plane mid-air,” said
the official.

The Spice]et pilot was asked
by the fighter pilots to lower the
aircraft’s altitude and give flight
details, the official added.

Another senior government
official said, “On September 23,
Pakistan assumed that the
Spice]jet flight is an Indian Air
Force plane. Once Pakistan re-
alised thatitis commercial flight,
the F-16s escorted the plane till
the Afghanistan airspace.”

“There was some mix up at
the end of Pakistan’s Air Traffic
Control (ATC),” the second offi-
cial added.

Spicejet did not respond to
the query sent by PTI on this
matter.

Pakistan had fully closed its
airspace on February 26 after the
Indian Air Force struck
a Jaish-e-Mohammed terrorist
training camp in Balakot
inretaliation to the Pulwama at-
tack on February 14 and fully
opened it for all civilian trafficon
July 16.

Bid to divert
water flow would
be seen as act of
aggression: Pak

Islamabad: Pakistan said on
Thursday that it has “exclusive
rights” over three Western rivers
and any attempt by India to divert
the flow of these rivers would be
considered an “act of aggression”.
Foreign Office spokesperson
Mohammad Faisal made the re-
marks during his weekly media
briefing here in response to a
question regarding PM Narendra
Modi’s recent remarks to stop
water flowing to Pakistan.
Faisal said that Pakistan had
“exclusive rights” over the waters
of three Western rivers under the
Indus Water Treaty. “Any attempt
by India to divert the flows of these
rivers will be considered an act of
aggression and Pakistan has the
right torespond,” hesaid.  PTI

HOPE AGREEMENT CAN BE CONCLUDED IN TIME: MEA

Kartarpur corridor: India asks Pak
not to levy USD 20 fee on pilgrims

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

INDIA ON Thursday asked
Pakistan not to insist on levying
a fee of USD 20 per Indian pil-
grim and hoped that an agree-
ment to operationalise the
Kartarpur corridor will be inked
soon between the two countries.
Ministry of External Affairs
official spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said both India and
Pakistan reached an agreement
on the corridor except on the
matter of the service fee.

Corridor will link Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib with Dera
Baba Nanak shrine. Archive

“After several rounds of dis-
cussion with Pakistan, we have
reached an agreement on all
other issues, except the matter
of service fee. Pakistan insists on

levying a fee of USD 20 (approx.
Rs 1,420)onall pilgrims,” he said.

He said India has urged
Pakistan notto levy the fee in the
interests of devotees, and also be-
cause the opening of the corridor
is a people-to-people initiative.
“We hope that the agreement
can be concluded and signed in
time for the greatevent,” he said.

Pakistan has been insisting
on the service fee to meet oper-
ational costs of the corridor link-
ing the historic Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib in Pakistan’s Kartarpur
with Dera Baba Nanak shrine in
Gurdaspur, Punjab.
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India fares well in fight

against TB but has 27%
of global burden: report

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

INDIA HAS shown significant
progress in its battle against tu-
berculosis (TB) even though it
accounted for more than a quar-
ter of the global burden of tuber-
culosis in 2018, according to
Global TB report for 2019.

The total TB incidence rate in
India has decreased by almost
50,000 patients over the past
one year. In 2017, India had 274
lakh TB patients, which came
downto 26.9lakhin 2018, but of
these, only about 21.5 lakh were
reported, the report stated.

Incidence per 1 lakh popula-
tiondecreased from 204 in 2017
to 199 in 2018. The number of
patients being diagnosed for re-
sistance to rifampicin (one of the
frontline TB drugs) increased
from 32 per cent in 2017 to 46
per cent in 2018 due to manda-
tory testing for resistance, ac-
cording to the report.

The number of drug-resist-
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ant cases detected increased
from 38,000in 2017 to 58,000in
2018.This is good because these
cases would normally go unde-
tected and continue to spread
drug-resistant TB.

Treatment success rate in-
creased to 81 per cent for new
and relapse cases (drug-sensi-
tive) in 2017, which was 69 per
cent in 2016, it reported.
Children below 14 years com-
prised 6 per cent of patients and
women were 34 per cent.

Yet, 26.9 per cent of the
global TB burden of 10 millionin
2018 was from India, according
to the report. In 2017, the figure
was 27 per cent. The report says
66 per cent of that burden came
from eight countries: India
(27%),China (9%), Indonesia (8%),
the Philippines (6%), Pakistan
(6%), Nigeria (4%), Bangladesh
(4%), and South Africa (3%).

India has resolved to end TB
by 2025, five years ahead of the
global deadline of 2030. But ex-
perts say the annual rate of TB
reduction, at 2 per cent, is far
lower than what is required to
meet the target.
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Hapur: FIR
against seven
policemen for
death in custody

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,OCTOBER 17

AN FIR has been filed against
seven police officials four days af-
ter the death of a man, allegedly
in police custody in Hapur, Uttar
Pradesh.

The FIR names Santosh Kumar
(DSP, Hapur), Yogesh Baliyan
(SHO, Pilkhuwa) and Ajab Singh
(Sub Inspector) and has four un-
named policemen.

On Sunday, Pradeep Tomar
had died under mysterious cir-
cumstances in Chijarsi police
booth after he had been called for
questioning in connection with
the murder of arelative.

The FIR alleges that on Sunday,
the police first called Pradeep’s
brother Tejpal on the pretext of
giving him a lucky coupon. Once
Tejpal and his wife Kavitareached
the spot, the policemen picked
them up and asked Tejpal to call
his brother on a false pretext.

Tejpal states in the FIR: “I
called Pradeep and told him that
my motorbike was not working
and I needed money. He reached
Chijarsi toll station with the
money, accompanied by his son.
The police made me identify him.
The moment I did so, they took
him to the station...”

According tothe FIR, the seven
policemen allegedly beat Pradeep
with belts and electrocuted him
in front of his son, the FIR states.

According to Hapur SP
Yeshveer Singh, Pradeep was
called for questioning in connec-
tion with a murder. “A woman
named Preeti was murdered in
August but she could not be iden-
tified then. Once identified, we
found that her husband,
Digambar, allegedly got her mur-
dered with the help of a relative.
Two people were hired (to al-
legedly kill Preeti) for Rs 1.5 lakh,
and Pradeep was allegedly to pay
them. He was married to
Digamber’s sister,” the SP said.

Three policemen, including
SHO Baliyan, were suspended
shortly after the incident and a
probe initiated. People close to the
family also alleged that the police
tried to bribe the family members
with Rs 25 lakh to deter them
from filing a complaint.
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EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS

In US B-schools, dip in interest
from global students: report

YEAR-ON-YEAR CHANGES IN GLOBAL APPLICANTS, US
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THIS WEEK, 50 deans and 13 CEOs of
business schools at major US univer-
sities wrote an open letter to President
Donald Trump, seeking re-examina-
tion of the country’s visa policy and
reform of the H-1B visa programme.
They flagged an international non-
profit organisation’s findings that the
number of foreign students studying
at US business schools has fallen.
The non-profit body, Graduate
Management Admission Council
(GMAC), has put up the data on its
website. The data show that during the
three years from 2016 to 2018, the vol-
ume of foreign applicants in US busi-
ness schools witnessed growth in
fewer and fewer programmes, and de-
clined in more and more programmes.
The GMAC study shows the per-
centage of programmes in various
countries reporting year-on-year
changes in application volumes. InUS
business schools, there has been a
steady reduction in the percentage of
programmes that have registered
growth in applications from interna-
tional students. In half the pro-
grammes (48%in 2019), such applica-
tions have seen a decline. The GMAC

INDIAN B-SCHOOLS, 2019
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attributed this trend to the “harsh
rhetoric in the US on visa policies and
immigration (that)is driving interna-
tional students elsewhere.”

About 28 Indian business schools,
itsaid: “Consistent with pastyears, the
vast majority of applications to Indian
programs were domestic this year
(95%). Forty-six percent of programs
grew their domestic application vol-
ume and 25 percent report that it
stayed the same. Less than 1in 3 report
domestic application declines (29%).

Source: GMAC

THa1is WORD MEANS

MOUNT PAEKTU

Where Kim Jong-Un rode horseback. Why is it
symbolically significant for Koreans?

ON WEDNESDAY, North Korea’s state
news agency KCNA released a series of
photographs showing the country’s
leader Kim Jong-Un riding a white horse
to a sacred mountain. The mountain,
Mount Paektu, is also known as
Baekdusan (translated: white-head
mountain)and Changbaishan in Chinese.

Mount Paektu is on the border of North
Korea and China and rises to about 9,000
feet. It is the highest peak in the Korean
peninsula and for centuries has been con-
sidered sacred by Koreans. They believe
that it is the spiritual birthplace of the
Korean kingdom. The peak has also played
asignificant role in the Kim dynasty’s claim
that Kim Jong-Un'’s father Kim Jong-Il was
born onits slope. The peak features in the
state emblem of North Korea.

Kim has often ridden to the mountain
before key decisions. Most recently, he
climbed the mountain in 2018 with South

Kim Jong Un on Mount Paektu.
KCNA via Reuters

Korean President Moon Jae-in,and in 2017
after he announced the launch of North
Korea's largest intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile. His latest climb has given rise to spec-
ulation about another announcement.
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HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

ON WEDNESDAY, the Department of Animal
Husbandry & Dairying released the results
of the latest livestock census, which provides
headcount data of domesticated animals in
the country. The census shows a further de-
cline in the indigenous cattle population. It
also shows that the cow belt of the country
has shifted eastwards with West Bengal
emerging as a state with the largest cattle
population, leaving behind Uttar Pradesh.

What is the livestock census?

Under the livestock census, various
species of animals possessed by households,
household enterprises or non-household en-
terprises and institutions are counted at site
— both in rural and urban areas. In other
words, it covers all domesticated animals in
a given period of time. India has been con-
ducting livestock censuses periodically since
1919-20. This is the 20th one, started in
October 2018. The last livestock census was
conducted in 2012.

Which animals and birds are counted in
this census?

The census tracks the population of var-
ious species of domesticated animals such
as cattle, buffalo, mithun, yak, sheep, goat,
pig, horse, pony, mule, donkey camel, dog,
rabbit and elephant and poultry birds (fowl,
duck, emu, turkeys, quail and other poultry
birds). The breed-wise headcount of animals
and poultry birds has been carried out in
about 6.6 lakh villages and 89,000 urban
wards across the country covering more than
27 crore households and non- households.

However, the key results released on
Wednesday do not include the latest animal
count for Delhi as the census operations in
have not been completed as yet in the na-
tional capital. So the Delhi-specific figures
are from the previous census.

For the first time, livestock data has been
collected online through tablet computers.

What are the key results, and changes
since the last census?

In 2019, the total livestock population is
535.78 million; cattle (192.90 million)is the
largest animal group in the country followed
by goats (148.88 million), buffaloes (109.85
million), sheep (74.26 million) and pigs (9.06
million). All other animals taken together
contribute just 0.23 per cent of the total live-
stock population in the country.
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Reading the livestock census

Indigenous cattle population is further down while crossbred numbers have gone up. Latest census also
shows an eastward shift as West Bengal overtakes UP with highest cattle count. Alook at these trends

CHART 1: LIVESTOCK POPULATION

(MAJOR SPECIES)
Category 2019 % Growth
Population
(in million)
Cattle 192.49 0.83
Buffalo 109.85 1.06
Sheep 74.26 14.13
Goat 148.88 10.14
Pig 9.06 -12.03
Mithun 0.38 26.66
Yak 0.06 -25
Horses & Ponies 0.34 -45.58
Mule 0.08 -57.09
Donkey 0.12 -61.23
Camel 0.25 -37.05
Total Livestock 535.78 463

CHART 2: CATTLE POPULATION

(MAJORSTATES)
Category 2019 %Growth
Population
(in million)
West Bengal 19.0 15.18
Uttar Pradesh 18.8 -3.93
Madhya Pradesh 18.7 -4.42
Bihar 15.3 25.18
Maharashtra 13.9 -10.07
Rajasthan 13.9 441
Jharkhand 11.2 28.16
Assam 109 5.29
Chhattisgarh 10.0 1.63
Odisha 99 -15.01

CHART 3:CROSSBRED POPULATION GROWING FAST; INDIGENOUS DECLINING

Category
Total Exotic/Crossbred
Total Indigenous/Non-Descript

As Chart 1 shows,in 2019, the total livestock
population has registered a growth of 4.6 per
cent over the last census in 2012 (512.06 mil-
lion). The total population was 529.70 million
at the time of 18th census in 2007.

However, the numbers of some animals
such as pig, yak, horses and ponies, mule, don-
key and camel have come down drastically.

The cattle population has grown margin-
ally by 0.83 per cent, and the buffalo popula-
tion by 1.06 per cent. The populations of sheep
(14.13%), goat (10.14%) and mithun (26.66%)
have risen significantly, underlining the pref-
erence of farmers for keeping milch animals.

2019 Population (in million) % Growth
50.42 26.9
14211 -6

What are the population trends for
different kinds of cattle?

As Chart 2 shows, while the overall cattle
population has increased by 0.8 per cent be-
tween 2012-19, the population of indigenous
cattle has come down by 6 per cent — from
151 million to 142.11 million. However, this
pace of decline is much slower than the 9 per
cent decline between 2007 and 2012.

In contrast, the population of the total ex-
otic/crossbred cattle has increased by almost
27 per cent to 50.42 million in 2019.

How do the data show an eastward shift

of cattle, as mentioned earlier?

West Bengal has emerged as the state with
the largest number of cattle in 2019 (Chart 2),
followed by Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya
Pradesh.In 2012, Uttar Pradesh had the largest
number of cattle but this population has come
down by almost 4 per cent since.

The cattle population is also down in
Madhya Pradesh (4.42%), Maharashtra
(10.07%) and Odisha (15.01%).

States that registered the maximum in-
creases between 2012 and 2019 were West
Bengal (15.18%), Bihar (25.18%) and
Jharkhand (28.16%).

What are the implications of the decline
in the numbers of indigenous cattle?

Due to continuous fall in productivity, in-
digenous breeds of cattle have become lia-
bilities for farmers, forcing them to desert the
unproductive cows. Farmers find other ani-
mals such as buffaloes, goats and sheep
much more productive. Unlike cows, if these
animals become unproductive, they can be
sold and slaughtered for further processing.

Experts believe this could have long term
health and environmental impacts because
the milk of indigenous breed has higher nu-
tritional value than that of crossbreeds.
Moreover, there is a danger of losing these
indigenous breeds, which have been devel-
oped and sustained by generations from
time immemorial.

What are the trends in the population of
livestock other than cattle?

The total population of buffaloes in the
country has gone up from 108.70 million in
2012 to 109.85 million in 2019. States which
have seen a rise in the buffalo population
during this period include Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra and Telangana. However, some
states including Andhra Pradesh, Haryana
and Punjab have seen a decline in their re-
spective buffalo populations.

In 2019, the total poultry in the country
is 851.81 million — of which, 317.07 million
are backyard poultry and 534.74 million are
commercial poultry. While the total poultry
has registered an increase of 16.8 per cent
over the previous census, the backyard poul-
try has increased by around 46 per cent and
commercial poultry by just 4.5 per cent.

Tamil Nadu s the leading state in poultry
population followed by Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, West Bengal, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Assam, Haryana, Kerala and
Odisha. Assam had registered the largest
(71.63%) growth in poultry population.

How to tax tech giants profiting from ‘away’

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

THE ORGANISATION of Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development (OECD), the global
grouping of 36 mostly high-income, free-mar-
ket economies, has released a consultation pa-
per proposing changes in the rules for taxing
Internet giants such as Facebook, Apple,
Google, Amazon, and Netflix.

In essence, the proposal, called “Unified
Approach”, is to shift the standard of taxa-
tion from physical presence to sales in a par-
ticular market. That is, the companies will
have to pay more taxes in the markets in
which they sell more.

“Countries like India understand that we
can’t go ahead without seriously improving
tax certainty,” Pascal Saint-Amans, head of
tax at the OECD’s Centre for Tax Policy and
Administration, said in the International Tax
Review.

Why new taxation laws

The ongoing global battle over how to tax
the digital economy is yet to reach resolution.
As of now, “highly digitalised businesses” can
operate remotely and have high profits. Many
companies have moved their source of profits
to countries with low tax rates, such as Ireland.

The proposal would give new taxing
rights to countries with many users of such
business models. India is among countries
that rely on a “significant economic presence
model”. In April, the Income-Tax Department
proposed new taxing norms for MNCs, with
a different weightage for digital companies,
incorporating the number of users in India.

Designing a new rule

The key to the proposal is that the “new
nexus” would be based on sales. A “nexus”
in international tax refers to the operating
presence ina country that makes a company
taxable. “The new nexus rule would address
this issue by being applicable in all cases

where a business has a sustained and signif-
icant involvement in the economy of a mar-
ket jurisdiction, such as through consumer
interaction and engagement, irrespective of
its level of physical presence in that jurisdic-
tion,” said the OECD report.

The proposal suggests designing the new
rule and determining significant involve-
ment in the jurisdiction by assigning a rev-
enue threshold in the market. It considers a
750-million-Euro revenue threshold. This
would allow the rule to encompass those
who enter the market through a distributor.
It also means the rules would apply not just
to large tech multinationals, but any firms
with a presence online, such as automakers.

The proposal focuses on “large consumer-
facing businesses, broadly defined, e.g. busi-
nesses that generate revenue from supply-
ing consumer products or providing digital
services that have a consumer facing ele-
ment”. The report states that this definition
will need further articulation, but its recom-

mendation exempts resource extraction
companies like oil companies.

What's next

The proposal leaves many questions
unanswered — in particular, how much
profit should be reallocated to the country.
“The choice of this amount will ultimately
be the result of a political agreement that
needs to be acceptable to all members of the
Inclusive Framework, small and large, devel-
oped and developing,” the report states.

Stakeholders can submit their responses
by November 12.

Officials hope a new tax framework could
be agreed upon by early 2020. G20 finance
ministers are expected to discuss the proposal
this week, and countries in favour of new laws
could begin negotiations thereafter.

Among Internet giants, Amazon has wel-
comed the proposal, according to areportin
The New York Times quoting a company

spokesperson.

RSS and Sikhs: defining a religion, and how their relationship has evolved

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR,OCTOBER 17/

FOLLOWING RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat's
speech on Dussehra, during which he said
India is aHindu nation, Sikh community lead-
ers such as Akal Takht jathedar Giani Harpreet
Singh and SGPC (Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee) president Gobind
Singh Longowal have reacted sharply. A look
at the RSS view of Sikhism, and its relation-
ship with the community over the years:

Arya Samaj, Sikhs and RSS

“The Hindu-Sikh tension... was a thing
unknown during the Sikh rule up to mid-
dle of the last [ 19th] century,” historian Dr
Ganda Singh wrote in his paper ‘The origin
of the Hindu-Sikh Tension in the Punjab’.

In 1875, the Arya Samaj published the
book Satyarth Prakash which, Sikhs held,
made defamatory references to Sikh gurus.
It was followed by the Singh Sabha move-
ment which, while countering these refer-
ences, focused on a larger objective of as-

serting the Sikh identity as unique.

The SGPC, formed in 1920, adopted the
Sikh Rehat Maryada code of conduct, de-
fined “who is a Sikh” and also underlined
that Sikhism is an independent religion.

TheRSS has had differences with the Arya
Samaj, which shows in their relationship with
Sikhs too. The RSS and late VD Savarkar have
often praised the Sikh gurus; the RSS also cel-
ebrates their birth anniversaries.

How RSS defines Sikhism

In the RSS understanding, all religions
originating in India are part of a Hindu
Rashtra, an idea that the Akal Takht finds
problematic.

G S Gill, president of RSS affiliate
Rashtriya Sikh Sangat, said: “Mohan
Bhagwat has said nothing new or objection-
able. It is the basic concept of the RSS that
Indiais a Hindu nation. But the RSS chief has
explained what ‘Hindu nation’ means: it
means all communities who have been par-
ticipating in the development of the nation.
Also Bhagwat has widened the vision of
Hindu Rashtra by saying that all indigenous

religions are part of it.”

Dr Sukhpreet Singh Udoke, a writer who
has officially advised the Akal Takht on RSS
issues in the past, explained the RSS view.
“The RSS thinks that Sikhs fought Mughal
invaders and saved the indigenous ideol-
ogy,” he said. “The RSS treats Sikhs as part of
aHindu nation like Jains and Buddhists, and
unlike Christians and Muslims. Sikhs op-
pose this RSSidea about them; they believe
their history is not about fighting Muslims...
Sikhs also see themselves as an independ-
entreligion and with a unique identity. They
fear the RSS wants them to assimilate into
Hinduism.”

“Unlike the Arya Samaj, the RSS has re-
spect for Sikh gurus. But the problem s that
most of the RSS and BJP leadership in
Punjab came from Arya Samaj and Congress
backgrounds. The local leadership didn’t
understand that the RSS approach to Sikh
gurus is different from the Arya Samaj ap-
proach. So there is a problem within RSS
about how they want to see Sikhs, which is
complicating the relationship with the Akal
Takht,” said a professor of religion with

Guru Nanak Dev University.

Flashpoints

Beyond the RSS leadership, stands taken
by the Jana Sangh and the BJP leadership on
key issues have contributed to creating dif-
ferences between the RSS and Sikhs.

InJalandharin 1960, then RSS chief Guru
Golwalkar said Punjabi is the mother
tongue of every Punjabi. RSS affiliate Jana
Sangh, however, had joined the “Save Hindi
agitation” launched by the Arya Paritinidhi
Sabha in 1956. Its participants sought to
convince Punjabi Hindus to mention Hindi
as their mother tongue in the 1961 Census.

In 1984, the BJP extended support to
Operation Blue Star on the Golden Temple
complex.In 2009, the party revised its stand
and the late Arun Jaitley described the oper-
ation asa ‘historical blunder’ of the Congress.

In 1999, thenRSS chief K'S Sudarshan vis-
ited the headquarters of the Damdami Taksal,
which was once headed by the militant leader
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. The Akali Dal was
already in alliance with the BJP then.

On July 13, 2004, the Akal Takht issued

adirective cautioning Sikhs about activities
of the RSS and Rashtriya Sikh Sangat. Both
organisations had taken up celebrations of
the 400th anniversary of the installation of
the Guru Granth Sahib, and published lit-
erature that the Akal Takht read as an RSS
interpretation of Sikh beliefs.

Rulda Singh, former Rashtriya Sikh Sangat
president who played akey role in organising
Sudarshan’s 1999 visit, was shot dead in 2009.
In 2016, when RSS state vice president Brig
Jagdish Gagneja was killed, police said Sikh
militants were responsible.In 2017, whenRSS
leader Ravinder Gosain was murdered in
Ludhiana, the Rashtriya Sikh Sangat said mis-
conceptions among a section of Sikhs, al-
legedly created in the name of an Akal Takht
decree, could be a reason behind the murder.

Rashtriya Sikh Sangat spokesperson
Avtar Singh had said: “The RSS is always
open to dialogue and discussing the mis-
conceptions with Akal Takht.”

Greater activism

The Rashtriya Sikh Sangat has of late
been taking up issues on which the SGPC

used to be the sole voice earlier, such as Sikh
prisoners, Sikhs on a government blacklist,
orjustice for the 1984 riots. The RSS has been
staking claim to campaigns such as ending
the blacklisting and celebrating Guru Nanak
Dev’s birth anniversary in Indian embassies.
The Sikh Sangat has also been criticising the
SGPC over arange of issues.

Meanwhile, the BJP government at the
Centre has been negotiating with former
Sikh militants. One of them, Jaswant Singh
Thekedar, back in India after decades, has
said on record: “It is not the Akali Dal that
has ended the blacklisting; it is the
Narendra Modi government...”

Giani Harpreet Singh, the Akal Takht
jathedar who has objected to Bhagwat's re-
mark, said: “When we oppose the RSS, then
it is not opposition of Hindus; it should be
clearly understood. The RSS can preach
Hinduism; we have no problem with that.
But they should stop defining Sikhism. Sikhs
have many institutions to decide who they
are. We don’t want outsiders to tell us who
we are... We are not part of the Hindu na-
tion of the RSS.”
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The BJP’s double engine

In Maharashtra, the party works on constructing all-
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

CHIPPING AWAY RTT1

Downgrading information commissioners will further weaken
the Act, reduce power of citizen vis-a-vis government

HE NEW RULES downgrading the office of the chief and other information

commissioners at the Centre and in the states, flowing from the July 2019

amendments to the 2005 Right to Information Act, send out disturbing sig-

nals about the fate of one of the most progressive, democracy-enhancing pieces
of legislation to be enacted in free India. If the amendments were the first step in hollow-
ing out the Act, the rules, as reported in this newspaper, have added the finishing touches.
So far the CIC received the same salary and perks as that of the Chief Election Commissioner
or a judge of the Supreme Court. The new rules, framed by the Department of Personnel
and Training - yet to be approved by the prime minister — make the CIC an equivalent of
the cabinet secretary, and central information commissioners the same as secretary to the
government in terms of salary. The tenure has been reduced from five years to three. In the
states, the downgrading will be to the level of secretary to the government, and additional
secretary respectively. To view these reductions simply as a matter of pay, and therefore
not of consequence, would be to miss the point. The CICs and ICs at both the Centre and
states have the power to review the functioning of government public information officials,
and intervene on behalf of citizens seeking information about decisions of the govern-
ment. The new rules effectively undermine their authority. These statutory officials have
zero powers to enforce their orders, except the imposition of a fine for non-compliance. But
over the years, if government departments coughed out information that was demanded
of them under the provisions of the Act, it was because they were seen in the same league
and of the same authority as the CEC and Supreme Court judges.

Even before this dramatic downgrade, governments at the Centre and states, from
the time the legislation came into being, have pushed back against the promise of trans-
parency in the RTI Act. Appointments to the posts have been used to grant sinecures to
favoured retired bureaucrats, or dispense favours to camp-followers. There has been an
enormous reluctance in many states to appoint the full strength of commissioners, lead-
ing to alarge pendency. The CIC returns a large number of complaints and appeals on mi-
nor grounds. Even so, the RTI Act helped ordinary citizens feel empowered, and equipped
with some means, even if not entirely imperfect, to take on corruption.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has reportedly remarked that the government wants
to put out as much information in the public domain as possible in order to reduce the
need for RTI applications. High-minded though this may be, what the government wants
to put out is rarely matched with what citizens want to know about its decisions. But de-
stroying the authority of the RTIwill certainly ensure that the number of applications re-
duce on their own.

NUTRITION IS NO PUZZLE

Global Hunger Index figures are stark. They bring home urgency
of long-term investments in nutrition, health, sanitation

ASTYEAR, THE Centre launched the National Nutrition Mission (NNM) to ensure
a “malnutrition free India” by 2022. The Global Hunger Index (GHI), released on
Tuesday, has sobering figures for this inter-ministerial mission. India is one of the
47 countries that have “serious levels of hunger”, according to the study. Though
the country’s position has gone up a notch since last year, this is not an improvement since
this year’s GHI mapped two more countries. It is particularly worrying that India is among
the worst-performing countries on the acute under-nutrition parameter. “India’s wasting
rate (indicative of acute under-nutrition) is extremely high at 20.8 per cent — the highest
wasting rate of any country for which data or estimates were available,” the report states.

Malnutrition is most often a product of several factors including poverty, inadequate
availability of food, genetic predisposition, environmental factors and poor health and
sanitation services. And, the oft-repeated complaint of policymakers that there is no real-
time data that brings all these factors together to show the extent of India’s malnutrition
problemis valid to an extent. However, it is also clear that providing nutritious food to the
country’s children is more a matter of political will and effective policy implementation
at the grass roots level than solving a difficult puzzle. For example, in May-June, the Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) outbreak in Bihar bared the failure of the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) in the state. Moreover, by its own admission, the state gov-
ernment did not have any special nutritional programme to combat a disease that has been
a scourge for at least 10 years.

The ICDS has also been vexed by disagreements over the constituents of the mid-day
meal programme. In the past four years, the Centre has increasingly laid emphasis on the
use of “fortified varieties” of salt, wheat flour and edible oil. A section of policymakers have
also advocated the use of Ready To Use Therapeutic Food (RTUF). The debate on the nutri-
tional quality of “fortified food” is far from settled. But the emphasis on such food has led
to the increasing centralisation of the mid-day meal scheme and moreover, has not ad-
dressed local food sensitivities and tastes. Also, as a study published, this week, in PLOS
Medicine shows, long-term investments in health, sanitation and nutrition are far more
effective in preventing deaths due to severe acute malnutrition than measures such as
RTUE. The NNM would do well to keep such studies in mind. But most of all, it should be
bear in mind that the GHI figures are too stark for any further prevarication.

BOURBON, SCOTCH & BEER

There is every chance that US whiskey and chicken will become
cheaper. At last, trade for the everyman

NY FORM OF revelry in north India requires two things — whiskey and

chicken. Too often, these simple pleasures are swept aside in the broad

sweep of diplomacy, and the technicality of negotiations on trade and tar-

iffs make them all too distant from the concerns of the everyman. But thanks
to the uncertainties wrought by Donald Trump’s pledge to put “America First”, and per-
haps even due to the paens of praise that the leaders of India and the US heaped on each
other at “Howdy, Modi”, the diplomatic corpsis all set to ensure that bourbon and chicken
imported from the US will become cheaper for Indians. An expectant nation holds its
breath, and readies the ice cubes and mint chutney.

Slashing the import duties on whiskey, frozen chicken, walnuts, milk albumin and
un-denatured ethanol are part of the basket of goods — food and beverages and ingredi-
ents for biofuels — will be discussed at a secretary-level inter-ministerial panel to be held
on October 21. Reportedly, the government is considering the reduction of import tariffs
on bourbon whiskey from 150 per cent to 30 per cent and on frozen chicken cuts from 100
per cent to 30 per cent. It will also consider a reduction of import duty on walnuts from
100 per cent to 10 per cent and on apples from 50 to 10 per cent will also be discussed.

Therise inimport duties was in retaliation to a similar action by the US on Indian goods.
And luckily, free trade itself can enable a less expensive way to celebrate it. Of course, given
the size of the Indian market, and the appetites of so many of its people, other countries
may cry foul. Perhaps the next step ought be to make other fruits, dairy and their fermented
products alittle less expensive as well. Beyond whiskey and chicken, Indians may like a taste
of some French wine, Swiss cheese, Spanish sausages and Belgian beer.

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE DEVELOPMENT OF Maharashtra
brought about by the “double engine” of
Narendra (Modi) and Devendra (Fadnavis)
may be a matter of contention, but this en-
gineis surely pumpinginalot of political en-
ergy into the BJP’s electoral campaign in the
state, which votes on October 21. Election
outcomes tend to spring surprises, but it will
be areal surprise if the Maharashtra assem-
bly results are not what they are generally
expected to be.

The campaign would be remembered as
among the most most lacklustre ones in the
state. The 2019 election to the Maharashtraas-
sembly election has been marked by a lack of
curiosity and the absence of an alternative to
the BJP. This was not the casein 2014 when the
party managed to forma government with the
Shiv Sena’s support. Itis true that the past can-
not be explained in terms of ifs and buts.
Nevertheless, the Shiv Sena’s capitulation in
2014, and consistently thereafter, has helped
the BJP jockey itself into a position of advan-
tage. The victory of Modi’s BJPin the 2019 par-
liamentary elections not only enthused the
party’s state unit but also demoralised the
Congress in Maharashtra completely.

Thisis not to take any credit away from the
state BJP and the Fadnavis government. The
strategies adopted by them are instructive not
only to understand the BJP’s possible victory
in next week’s election; they are also useful to
comprehend the BJP’s overall approach to
competitive politics — and the dilemma of
overcoming issues specific to a state.

Tobegin with, the entrapment of the Shiv
Sena, and the Congress and NCP’s demoral-
isation, are not merely the failures of these
parties. The predicaments of these parties
have been systematically orchestrated. Both
in 2014 and now in 2019, the BJP has accom-
modated defectors. The entry of a variety of
characters into the BJP may invite criticism,
but it has ensured the weakening of the
Opposition parties and created confusion
among them. This open-door policy has been
the hallmark of the BJP across states —
Assam, Haryana, West Bengal and
Maharashtra.

At the same time, various corruption-re-
lated enquiries have kept the Opposition un-
der stress.

Such moves often cause analytical confu-
sion as to how an ideological party like the
BJP keeps amalgamating power-seekers from
competing parties. But in reality, such moves
only represent the party’s willingness to em-
ploy political force and, at the same time,

The elevation of V D
Savarkar certainly suits the
BJP’s ideological position.
But it is significant that the
Bharat Ratna for Savarkar
has entered the discourse
around the time of the state
assembly elections and
found a mention in the
party’s manifesto.
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WORDLY WISE
WHEN I GIVE FOOD TO THE POOR, THEY CALL ME A
SAINT. WHEN I ASK WHY THE POOR HAVE NO FOOD,
THEY CALL ME A COMMUNIST. — HELDER CAMARA

India politics while also appropriating the regional space

shine a light on its long-term objective of
building social acceptability. While the party
is busy crafting hegemony in the societal
realm, it is equally busy crushing competi-
tion, threatening its opponents and coercing
non-BJP politicians into deploying their po-
litical energies in favour of the BJP. A ruthless
fortress of dominance is under construction
along with creating a suave and sophisticated
image that befits a hegemonic power.

The Fadnavis government has also en-
sured that it does not slip below the mini-
mum governance standards —- it could be
favourably compared with the Congress-NCP
government of the past without necessarily
faring very well on the criteria of welfare,
programme delivery, law and order or devel-
opment. The prime minister could extol the
Fadnavis government’s development record
not necessarily because Maharashtra has
seen any great development but because the
state did not decline from where it stood in
2014. Moreover, the state’s publicity machin-
ery has been smartin presenting the govern-
ment’s achievements, real and imagined.

At the same time, the Fadnavis govern-
ment has kept away from ideological contro-
versies. This was possible due to a complex
differentiation between the government and
party. While BJP functionaries did not abjure
ideological assaults, the government would
claim thatit was engaged in governance. The
recent statement by the BJP’'s Mumbai chief
is an instance of such duality — crassness
among party workers but caution within the
formal circles of power.

But the more important factor leading to
the BJP’s ascendance pertains to the party’s
handling of the dominant caste syndrome.
For long, the BJP has adopted the strategy of
mobilising the non-dominant — and mainly
OBC — communities. This helped the party to
evolve a social base and make it electorally
competitive. Once that stage was reached, it
took on the task of neutralising the politics
of the dominant caste. The BJP has been flex-
ible about absorbing political actors from the
dominant community. This ensured the frag-
mentation of the Maratha political elite. At
the same time, through the lure of reserva-
tions as well as through the deployment of
grand narratives of Hindutva and masculine
nationalism, the BJP left members of the
dominant community scarcely any option
other than extending support to the party.

Riding on its success in the Lok Sabha
election, the BJP knows that its real strength
is the construction of a new all-India politics.

The party has carefully woven the national
element into the state assembly election.
While talking of unprecedented develop-
ment in the state under the Fadnavis govern-
ment, the prime minister took a doob maro
jibe at those who question the relevance of
the Kashmir issue to Maharashtra’s elections
— he talked about the sacrifices of
Maharashtra’s sons fighting terrorism in
Kashmir. The one thing the BJP is wary about
— not just in Maharashtra, but in all state
elections — is that state specificity can upset
its electoral chances, especially if local issues
and local factors rear their head. This explains
its strategy of intermixing local/regional is-
sues with national ones.

The elevation of V D Savarkar certainly
suits the BJP’s ideological position. But it is
significant that the Bharat Ratna for Savarkar
has entered the discourse around the time of
the state assembly elections and found a
mention in the party’s manifesto. This is an
instance of appropriating the regional space
— neutralising state specificity — and also tac-
tically pushing the Opposition to participate
in debates that are bound to be counterpro-
ductive for them. The double engine analogy,
thus, fits the BJP’s approach to resolving the
dilemma of balancing regional aspirations
with the party’s all-India perspective.

These strategic and tactical moves have
created favourable prospects for the BJP in
Maharashtra. The failures of the state gov-
ernment are obvious, both on rural and ur-
ban issues. But the ruling parties are bank-
ing on an edge in the war of perceptions. One,
they are trying to create a perception that the
state government has done well. Two, they
are hoping to be assessed as better than their
predecessors. And three, in the time of the
politics of images, the BJPis relying on its all-
Indiaimage and its all-India leadership — key
handicaps of the Opposition.

This election has not been marked by any
great voter excitement but an absence of ex-
plicit voter disaffection is all that the BJP
needs for the moment. With the Opposition
clueless and bankrupt, this factor alone could
help the BJP — and its piggyback partner —
wade through the electoral challenge. It is
another matter that victories in the backdrop
of voter disinterest do not represent a man-
date. But when majorities are enough to form
a government, who cares for mandates?

The writer taught political science at the
Savitribai Phule Pune University and is chief
editor of Studies in Indian Politics

BAPU, YOUR WORK ISN'T OVER

You will have to tell us how to wipe the tears from every person’s eye

YOGINDER K ALAGH

ONE HUNDRED and fifty years of a major
event calls for gala spectacle.Inancient Rome,
such spectacles would take place at the
Coliseum. We do that in two-minute bytes on
TV channels. I was also asked to participate,
but chose to stay away. | remembered the
Urdu poet “Hum has deiye; hum chup rahe” (I
laughed; I kept quiet ).The only serious byte |
got was that by the Gandhian, Sudarshan
Iyengar, angrily telling one anchor that we
have done nothing on Gandhi’s views on a ter-
ribly important issue, agriculture. Then there
was an anguished piece by Tushar Gandhi.

In 1997, Bapu’s memories were fading
with the globalising reform regime. The
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti organised
“Freedom 50 Lectures” in different parts of
India. The director of the Samiti, N
Radhakrishnan, was able to get some of these
lectures published in a book, Gandhi and the
Changing Facets of India.1 am told it sold rea-
sonably well — it had pieces by EMS
Namboodripad, C Subrahmaniam, Ravindra
Verma, Surendra Mohan and me, among
others. I wrote on Gandhi and the Indian
economy in the 21st century.

Let us critically examine the relevance of
Gandhi’s main economic ideas. The first is
that wants should be be limited. This is im-

Bapu wanted self-reliant
villages and relevant
technologies. On the last bit
we followed him and
succeeded beyond dreams.
That was Verghese Kurien.
In fact, at a more basic level,
computerisation, new
communication and fibre
optics did it. So dairy, agro-
based development did the
trick. Bapu’s technologically
savvy village became a reality.
But not self-reliant. It
provided for itself and trade.

OCTOBER 18,1979,

MOTHER TERESA’ NOBEL
MOTHER TERESA, CALCUTTA'’S “Saint of the
Gutters,” was awarded the 1979 Nobel peace
prize for her work among the poor of India.
The Yugoslavia-born Roman Catholic nunis
the sixth woman to win the prize. The
Norwegian Nobel committee said Mother
Teresa was given the prize “in recognition of
her work in bringing help to suffering hu-
manity”. In 1947, Mother Teresa- moved into
Calcutta’s slums “to serve God among the
poorest of the poor’. The order she founded,
the Missionaries of Charity, is best known for
its “Home for the Destitute Dying” which
opened in Calcutta in 1952. She is the first
Indian citizen to win the peace prize since it

portantin a poor economy. You have to pro-
vide for the future (high savings rate) and the
poor. But the policy-makers were against
“forced savings” and now consumptionis the
driving force of the economy. Khadi is passe,
unless presented on the ramp. Such commu-
nication makes consumption both a product
and an industry. If you say China has a sav-
ings rate of 40 per cent and ours has gone
down from 32 per cent to 29 per cent, you
are against reform.

The more serious question is that the
world of finite resources in a fundamental
sense can't afford such consumption. China
and India are consumerist regimes but if their
per capita consumption exceeds a quarter of
the American levels, the world will explode
or more correctly drown in climate change.

Bapu wanted self-reliant villages and rel-
evant technologies. On the last bit, we fol-
lowed him and succeeded beyond dreams.
That was Verghese Kurien. In fact, at a more
basic level, computerisation, new communi-
cation and fibre optics did it. So dairy agro-
based development did the trick. Bapu'’s tech-
nologically-savvy village became a reality. But
not self-reliant. It provided for itself and trade.
Also, not unexpectedly, organisations that fo-
cused on the village became big — KVIC,

FORTY YEARS AGO

was instituted in 1901.

PAK HOUSE ARREST

INISLAMABAD, AUTHORITIES placed several
political leaders under house arrest early on
Wednesday following President General Zia-
ul-Hag’s order banning political parties and
putting off national elections indefinitely.
Official sources said the heads of most of the
parties and other leaders were ordered de-
tained in their homes for three months.
There was no official explanation for the ac-
tion, but observers said its purpose was to
stifle political activity. The offices of all the
parties, including their branches in various
cities, have been sealed by the government.

NDDB, Amul. They are now going global.

Now, this is where | differ with Gandhi —
and duck. He was against trade. This is im-
portant, when you are addressing the impe-
rialist. But, after the imperialist went, Bapu,
we must trade. In fact, being a Bania from
Porbandar, you may well agree with me.
Most Gandhians don'’t.

They are wrong and I am right. Fair trade
helps both the seller and the buyer. Non-
trading societies become authoritarian be-
cause wealth is dispensed by plutocrats. Yes,
trade can degenerate into exploitation. But
after Independence, we can elect regimes
which regulate fairly. If they don’t, we must
change them.

Bapu, you made us a mighty machine. A
100-crore people in a democratic phalanx.
We are unbeatable if the goal is clear and we
are organised for it. But, your work remains.
Will we love the neighbour? Will we be your
“vaishnav jana”? Will the tear be wiped from
his eye? Come in our dreams Bapu and tell
us how. Until then, you cannot just be the
lord of the 150 years’ celebration because you
still have a lot of work to do.

The writer, a former Union
minister, is an economist

TN COP STRIKE

SERVICES OF THE Border Security Force (BSF)
have been requisitioned by the Tamil Nadu
government as the agitation by a section of
Tamil Nadu policemen intensified. Itis learnt
that the BSF battalions are to move in tonight.
The number of battalions sought had not
been disclosed, but police sources said that
the strength would be “adequate”. The ulti-
matum issued by the Director-General of
Police, E L Stracey, that the striking police-
men should withdraw their stir and resume
duty has had little effect. On the contrary, the
agitation, which was limited to Madurai and
Coimbatore districts initially, has since
spread to five other nearby districts.
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A space for the future

The lines Supreme Court draws in the Ayodhya judgment will determine whether it responds to
the mood of the moment or leaves room for the next generation

SEEMA CHISHTI

SOPHIE HOWE IS a Future Generations
Commissioner in Wales. Her job, as defined
by alaw that was enacted in Wales in the UK
in 2017,is to make sure that public bodies are
accountable to the future. As she said in are-
cent podcast: “My job description, as set out
inlaw, is to act as the guardian of the interests
of future generations.” Her duty is to make
sure that decisions, which the next genera-
tion could have to pay forin 30 years, are not
made.

The spirit behind this Welsh law is: Rushed
judgments and decisions that appear like they
would “settle” disputes, often do the opposite.
They draw lines in ways that make it very dif-
ficult for future inhabitants of the planet to es-
cape them. The latter can only shuffle and ad-
just to decisions made without any
imagination of, or concern about, the troubled
future — these are often built into actions
aimed at present-day concerns.

As the 40 days of hearings are over, and
just before the Lordships are set to rule on the
matter, it is good to recall that it will be 27
years since the demolition of the Babri Masjid
in Ayodhya this December. And longer than
that since judicial activity over the title suit
of the land with competing claims began. It
reached the Supreme Court after appeals
were made to the Allahabad High Court or-
der, nine years ago.

The matter coming to the Supreme Court
carries an expectation from all sides. It is
hoped that the answers it finds would be ju-
dicious, fair and draw a line on this matter. A
matter which has exhausted much national
energy ever since a series of events made
Ayodhya a topic of discussion that went be-
yond the poetry the city once inspired — its
legendary evenings by the spires alongside
the Sarayu, of Tulsidas and Amir Khusrau.

The Supreme Court has done this “draw-
ing the line” with some aplomb in the past. Its
judgments and judges are remembered for
the ways in which they have enabled the
deepening of democracy. Reading down
Section 377 liberated a sexual minority
which seldom drew empathy. On the Right
to Privacy, the Courtread “life” as expansively
as possible and gave each citizen a feeling of
being important enough to be protected from
the peering eyes of the state. Despite stum-
bling, as it did in cases controversially calling
for assuaging the “collective conscience” of
anation, there are innumerable times when
the Court has been able to push aside the hec-
toring of “public opinion” and set the tone for
ajust and robust beginning, enabling a reset
in the public discourse.

There are many judgments known more
for the dissent than the majority view. And
there are times when this pillar of Indian
democracy is asked to provide some sort of
closure to big debates that are social, not just
political, and have repercussions on the lived
reality of millions.

Top courts in other societies and democ-
racies like Germany, the UK and the US also
sometimes find themselves in situations
where lines must be drawn — and sometimes
erased — in order to let citizens achieve
higher aims. In countries with a younger de-
mography and more plural populations, like
South Africa or India, the task s harder, but by
definition, more important. No wonder then,

as Granville Austin has pointed out, of all
things, the Constituent Assembly debates
spent the maximum amount of time on se-
curing an independent judiciary — the
salaries of its judges coming from the
Consolidated Fund of India and it being
vested with the power of contempt. The
framers of the Constitution figured thata ju-
diciary which could truly rise above any pres-
sures from the other pillars of democracy
would decide how free India would eventu-
ally be, even of its own limitations.

South Africa had its transformational mo-
ment when the apartheid regime was forced
to shut shop. Nelson Mandela, with the mas-
sive credibility he enjoyed, could have steered
the ship any which way but he chose to take
it to a safe harbour when he proposed “Truth
and Reconciliation”. The simple formulation
hid the large and elegant message that arev-
olutionary chose to give as he went about set-
ting the terms of a new South Africa. In the
words of Dullah Omar, former minister of jus-
tice in South Africa, the Commission for Truth
and Reconciliation was “a necessary exercise
to enable South Africans to come to terms
with their past on a morally accepted basis
and to advance the cause of reconciliation”.

The matter at hand has seen all kinds of
archaeology at work. There is the
Archaeological Survey of India, which con-
jectures about what is true, authentic or “in-
digenous”. But excavating definitive truth
from all the layers is hardly a straightforward
task. Is it Ayodhya or Saketa? Is the matter
justabout a title suit? Is it about belief, and if
yes, then the beliefs of how many?Itis a case
that traverses so much of India’s past and its
journeys. The mounds being dug at Muziris
or at Keeladi currently could gently point to
the palimpsest that India is and the impor-
tance of recognising how perilous it is to la-
bel any one layer as being the seminal one.

The judiciary has often been the one arm
of Indian democracy that has had toinsulate
itself from the “mood of the moment”, and

THANGKHANLAL NGAIHTE

THE NAGA peace talks are back in the head-
lines. The scramble started on August 17
when the interlocutor for the talks, and now
governor of Nagaland, R N Ravi disclosed that
the prime minister has asked him to con-
clude the talks in three months. “In the last
five years, we have resolved all the substan-
tive issues,” he said.

This has been the government’s position
for some time. Last year, Ravi told a parlia-
mentary committee that the framework
agreement of 2015 was signed after the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak
Muivah), or NSCN-IM, gave up the idea of
Naga sovereignty and “agreed for a settle-
ment within the Indian federation”.
Subsequently, the NSCN-IM also came to ac-
cept that the “boundaries of any state will
neither be changed nor altered”. The NSCN-
IM s the body representing the Nagas in the
talks. Onits part, the Indian government reaf-
firmed its recognition of the uniqueness of
Naga history. A special status on the lines of
Article 371-A will be explored for Naga areas
outside Nagaland.

Given this, there is nothing surprising
about the prime minister getting impatient
with the talks. But then, other things hap-
pened. On August 5, the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment abrogated the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370 of the

Constitution. This provoked anxiety in
Nagaland and other northeastern states,
most of which are endowed with different
levels of special status under different sec-
tions of Article 371. It also emerged that the
demands for a separate Naga flag and con-
stitution — the very same things that were
taken from Jammu and Kashmir — were
what had stalled the talks.

The response from the NSCN-IM came
through a series of aggressive statements.
On September 11, the group stated that “the
Nagas will not merge with the Union of
India”; that they “do not accept Indian
Constitution, but Nagas and Indians will
share sovereign powers based on compe-
tencies”. This follows the group’s statement
on August 24 that an “honourable” accord
demands acceptance of the Naga national
flag and constitution and that “talks sans
integration of all the contiguous Naga ar-
eas will be a futile exercise”. Thousands of
Nagas had sacrificed their lives for these
causes and we cannot dishonour their sac-
rifices, Muivah said. The three-month
deadline was denounced as a unilateral
ultimatum.

With this, the unlikely honeymoon be-
tween the overtly Christian NSCN-IM and
the Hindu BJP regime comes to an end.
Should we be surprised?

The matter at hand has seen
all kinds of archaeology at
work. There is the
Archaeological Survey of
India, which conjectures
about what is true, authentic
or ‘indigenous’. But
excavating definitive truth
from all the layers is hardly a
straightforward task. Is it
Ayodhya or Saketa? It the
matter just about a title suit?
Is it about belief, and if yes,
then the beliefs of how
many? Itis a case that
traverses so much of India’s
past and its journeys. The
mounds being dug at
Muziris or at Keeladi
currently could gently point
to the palimpsest that India
is and the importance of
recognising how perilous it is
to label any one layer as
being the seminal one.

The path to peace

Centre should not insist on the three-month deadline for Naga peace talks

Itisimportant to remember that the two
foundational, and explicit aims of the Naga
movement — from Phizo to Muivah — were
sovereign statehood and territorial integra-
tion. Sovereignty was claimed on the basis
of prior sovereign existence and difference,
which is today expressed in terms of
“uniqueness”. Second, the “artificial bound-
aries” separating the Nagas will be disman-
tled and be placed under one administration.

On sovereignty, the NSCN-IM’s manifesto
was categorical: “We stand for the unquestion-
able sovereign right of the Naga people over
everyinch of Nagaland whateverit may be and
admit of no other existence whatever.” Yet, the
goal of sovereignty was effectively given up
long ago. And territorial integration also turned
out to be not possible. According to Ravi, the
NSCN-IM had already accepted that.

So, the NSCN-IM was left with little of
substance to begin with. No amount of grand
spectacle can hide this cold reality. And when
the symbolic yet significant demands for a
flag and constitution are not acceded to,
what are they left with? The Naga side can-
not simply walk away now when everyone is
expecting a final solution. They had oversold
their prospects and over-interpreted the gov-
ernment’s recognition of Naga uniqueness.

The taste of relative peace since 1997 em-
boldened the people and they are unlikely

CR Sasikumar

deliver more than just the law of the land.
There is a long and fractious debate on how
“transformatively” the courts must intervene
in support of what “many” think must be
done. And, how much they need to weighin
on behalf of those who stand for “progress”,
often antithetical to the “mood”.

Sometimes, legislatures have attempted
todraw aline. The Places of Worship (Special
Provisions Act), 1991 intends to do this: “An
Act to prohibit conversion of any place of
worship and to provide for the maintenance
of the religious character of any place of wor-
ship as it existed on the 15th day of August,
1947, and for matters connected therewith
or incidental thereto.”

There was a time when diversity, the
salad bowl/melting pot/khichdi was cele-
brated and Ganga-Jamuni was not some-
thing seen as an “insult” by the late arrivals
to the self-proclaimed “originals”. Things ap-
pear to have changed with the powerful not-
so-hesitant to exert power in their quest to
re-examine the Indianness of the millions
here for generations.

As an aside, among the most striking
things about Jerusalem is the cheek-by-jowl-
ness of the Wall — where Jews worship —
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the
Dome of the Rock in Al Agsa. This is not to
airbrush the politics and separation that
plays out there.

Whatever may be the verdict of this five-
judge bench, after all the effort that has gone
intoitand the long hearings, it may prove to
be foundational and responsible for provid-
ing closure and calm for India. If we would
rather laugh at the idea of Future
Commissioners, we could open the doors for
more chaos and leave no scope for the fu-
ture. It is a choice that will have serious im-
plications for India.

We will know on judgment day, about
where the line is finally drawn.

seema.chishti@expressindia.com

to be happy with renewed violence. Against
the NSCN-IM’s objections, other Naga groups
are asserting themselves and the govern-
ment is happy to indulge them. The NSCN-
IM manifesto warned that negotiations, if in-
dispensable, should be done only from a
position of strength. Today, they seem to be
grasping at straws.

Muivah faces aninevitable dilemma. The
uncompromising, hardline position that
gave them legitimacy during the struggle re-
turns to haunt them in the end when they
realise that compromises are the only way
to a solution. Ironically, it was Muivah'’s for-
mer comrade-turned-enemy S S Khaplang,
who had predicted this. The book,
Rendezvous with Rebels, recorded Khaplang’s
thoughts on the peace talks: It was a “huge
mistake” that will preclude sovereignty and
integration. And ultimately, “they will have to
be satisfied with whatever scraps the gov-
ernment concedes”.

The NSCN-IM is apparently weighing its
dwindling options. Modi, who has invested
so much, will be ill-advised to insist on his
three-month deadline and end up with a
non-final agreement. The next few weeks
may tell us where the road will lead.

The writer teaches political science at
Churachandpur College, Manipur
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The prime minister ran out of time playing political games (with Brexit), and
he wants British workers to pay the price for his bungling.” —THEGUARDIAN

Reform, not
compliance

A law alone will not serve as a panacea against
torture by police in India. What is needed is ‘ease
of policing’, better training and infrastructure

YASHOVARDHAN AZAD

COMMON CAUSE'S recent survey on the
Status of Policing in India is said to have af-
firmed that the black sheep in the police
force find nothing wrong with beating up
criminals to extract a confession. It is still,
however, too judgemental to suggest that
torture is endemic to Indian policing, as
Maja Daruwala does (‘Exorcising third-de-
gree’, IE, September 27). There is still an
overwhelming majority of IPS and other
police officers in the country who abhor
torture and have faith in human dignity.
Torture is not justified under any circum-
stance. It is a wound in the soul that de-
means the society.

India signed the UN Convention Against
Torture on October 14, 1997, but is yet to
ratify it by enacting the law on torture. It
does, though, have instruments in place to
take immediate action in torture cases. Any
custodial or other case of death in police
custody is enquired into by a magistrate
and in some cases, a judicial enquiry can
alsobe ordered. Criminal cases under sub-
stantive sections can also be instituted
against the accused policemen. Complaints
against policemen have been filed in courts,
which have taken severe action in such
cases. Installation of CCTV cameras cover-
ing hawalat rooms in police stations has
been made mandatory. In addition, the
National Human Rights Commission acts
as the watchdog of human rights. Why
then are such cases still coming to light?
The state must take the responsibility of
fixing these instruments to ensure that
they deliver justice to the victims of human
rights abuse. And it must implement the
Supreme Court’s directive on setting up a
Police Complaints Authority in every state
of India.

The Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment was adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) on December 10, 1984, and came
into force on June 26, 1987. In November
2017, the Law Commission of India in its
273rd report recommended that the gov-
ernment ratify the convention. The
Commission also presented a draft of a new
Prevention of Torture Bill to the govern-
ment, which has not yet been adopted.

But ratification of the global human
rights treaty alone is not a panacea for the
ills of torture. Cases of police torture still
surface in all the 160 nations that have en-
acted laws on torture to ratify the treaty. In
South Asia, detainee torture and custodial
deaths remain at a disturbingly high level—
in Pakistan (which signed the convention
on April 17, 2008, and ratified on June 3,
2010) as well as in Afghanistan (signed the
convention on February 4, 1985, and rati-
fied on April 1, 1987). China, for instance,
signed the Convention on December 12,
1986, and hurriedly ratified the treaty on
October 4, 1988. Yet, the country is con-

demned for horrific state repression while
interrogating detainees and suppressing
political dissent. It will be unfair to infer that
we are amongst the worst in this respect
because India has not yet adopted the
Prevention of Torture Bill.

On the other hand, it is about time we
took a closer look at the reality of policing
inIndia. Police stations in outlying rural ar-
eas lack even the basic technology, forensic
aid and materials for crime detection. Many
of them are located in signal gap zones,
where mobile phones barely work and in-
ternet connectivity is weak or non-existent.
The roads are unmotorable. A single big po-
lice station looks after 70 to 80 villages in
large states. Crime is rampant.The building
infrastructure in many cases is still poor and
unliveable — forget about interrogation or
detention cells. Life there is torture anyway,
even when one is held in custody for 24
hours.

With a severe manpower deficit, India’s
police force is grossly overworked. The
heavy pendency of work is coupled with
brazen political interference. Work stress
is inordinately high and the quality of life
poor and demotivating. The urgency toim-
prove the crime detection rate is a matter
of constant worry. All this, regrettably, does
make the police lose patience in trying to
bring cases to a quick culmination.

These are not “pocketful of ready ex-
cuses” as Daruwala suggests but debilitating
conditions. Rickety infrastructure with rudi-
mentary facilities cannot inspire high grade,
enlightened policing. All police stations
need to be provided with modern-day
amenities and connectivity. A dire need is
the state-of-the-art technology and equip-
ment to promote hassle-free interrogation
and crime detection. The police force needs
to be trained at regular intervals and spe-
cial training should be imparted to the state
police personnel by the CBI on questioning
suspects. But more often than not,they can-
not be spared for refresher courses.

Working on the identified but long
pending gaps in criminal justice system that
may disincentivise torture — like separation
of the law and order and investigation
wings at police stations, strengthening the
prosecution apparatus and provision of le-
gal advisors in the district police set up —
will enable the police supervisory structures
to reduce torture to a great extent. It may
sound ironical but a sustained focus on Ease
of Doing Policing and measures for empow-
ering the police within a well-established
accountability framework could prove to be
the biggest step towards reducing this prac-
tice. Finally, the recruitment process for the
police has to be equipped with modern psy-
choanalytical tools to shun the entry of
those with agrain of brutality. This will help
weed out the instinct to torture from the
core of the system.

Ratification of the UN convention
against torture needs to be done in letter
and spirit. Unless we upgrade our infra-
structure, ramp up our capacities,
strengthen our police force, enacting the
Prevention of Torture Bill will be just an-
other exercise of official compliance to free
our conscience.

The writer is a former IPS officer and
Central Information Commissioner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

POVERTY & HEALTH

THIS REFERS TO ‘Easing poverty’ (IE,
October 18). The Nobel Prize to Abhijit
Banerjee, Esther Dufflo and Michael
Kremer sends a message to those try-
ing to reduce poverty. They should not
treat the poor as mere subjects of wel-
fare. Even though the global economy
has grown faster than ever, millions
have failed to reap its benefits. It might
not be enough to announce free vacci-
nation programme to reduce child mor-
tality, giving some incentive like milk,
might make mothers walk an extra
mile to bring their children to the vac-
cination centre. Banerjee and Dufflo
have set up what they call a poverty ac-
tion lab at MIT to develop such insights.
Some one has rightly said that the “the
biggest enemy of health in the develop-
ing countries is poverty”.

Lal Singh, East Mohan Nagar

ALLY SPURNED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Pullback
and chaos’ (IE, October 17). The Kurds
were anally of the US against the ISIS in
Syria and Iraq. The editorial talks about
the rough treatment meted out to
them. President Donald Trump’s behav-
iour is not new. From North Korea to
China to the Kurds, there has never been
any consistency in Trump’s policies.
Indian diplomats and foreign policy
makers must always keep Trump’s un-
predictability in mind. India cannot rely
on the US administration’s words for
support when it comes to New

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

Delhi’s interests.
Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

COURT STEPS IN

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Place be-
fore us all your orders imposing curbs
on J&K, SC tells Centre’ (IE, October 11).
Kashmir is open for tourists but the lock
downiis still not over. One may feel good
that the state won’t lose any tourism
revenue but the condition of people re-
mains the same. The government must
address the issue. It is time that they
start lifting the curbs and as per the
Supreme Court’s order, should they
ever decide to impose new curbs, they
must submit all the details on the same
to the Supreme Court.

Sauro Dasgupta, Kolkata
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He was on the forefront
of the impeachment
inquiry against Trump

USA

Dem lawmaker
Elijah Cummings
diesat68

Baltimore:  Maryland
Representative Elijah E
Cummings, a sharecrop-
per’s son who rose to be-
come a civil rights cham-
pion and the powerful
chairman of one of the US
House committees lead-
ing an impeachment in-
quiry of President Donald
Trump, died Thursday of
complications from long-
standing health problems.
He was 68. Cummings
was a formidable orator
who advocated for the
poor in his black-majority
district, which encom-
passes a large portion of
Baltimore and more well-
to-do suburbs. Trump
tweeted his “condolences
to the family and many
friends of Congressman
Elijah Cummings”.

PHILIPPINES

Duterte bruised,
scratched from

motorcycle fall

Manila: Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte
fell off his parked motor-
cycle on the palace
grounds, suffering bruises
and scratches, but the mi-
nor injuries won't affect
his  schedule, his
spokesman said Thursday.
“While it is true that the
President roamed around
with his motorcycle,” he
fell after he had already
parked it Wednesday
night, presidential
spokesman  Salvador
Panelo said. Duterte was
reaching for his shoe when
he fell and had “light
bruises and slight
scratches to his elbow and
knee,” he said.

GERMANY
Former Nazi
guard, 93, set

togoonftrial

Hamburg: A 93-year-old
former SS private is going
on trial in Germany on
5,230 counts of being an
accessory to murder, ac-
cused of helping the Nazis’
Stutthof concentration
camp function. Though he
is not accused of any spe-
cific killing, Bruno Dey is
charged as an accessory to
those committed at
Stutthof from August
1944 to April 1945 when
he served as a guard there,
because he helped pre-
vent prisoners from es-
caping, according to the
charges filed by Hamburg
prosecutors.

CASE CAME TO POLICE ATTENTION AFTER A YOUNG MAN FrROM THE FARM FOUND His WAY To A LocAL PuUB
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NOBEL LITERATURE PRIZE

SWEDISH ACADEMY DEFENDS CHOICE

The Swedish Academy has defended its decision to award the 2019 Nobel Prize for
Literature to Austrian writer Peter Handke (picfured), saying he had made provocative com-
ments but had not supported bloodshed. Handke’s prize has attracted criticism, induding
from survivors of the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, who called for the honour to be revoked.

UK, EU reach new Brexit deal

Johnson faces challenge to get agreement ratified by Parliament as N Ireland allies refuse backing

PHILIP BLENKINSOP
& JONAS EKBLOM
BRUSSELS, OCTOBER 17

EUROPEAN UNION leaders gave
their unanimous backing to a
Brexit deal with Britain on
Thursday, putting the onus on
Prime Minister Boris Johnson to
secure the British parliament’s
approval for the deal ina vote in
two days’ time.

British and EU negotiators
reached the agreement after
successive days of late-night
talks and nearly three years of
heated discussions that have
strained EU-UK ties.

After the deal was an-
nounced, Johnson joined the
EU’s 27 other leaders at a sum-
mit in Brussels, shaking each by
the hand as he entered the room
and laughing and joking with
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French President
Emmanuel Macron.

He then left them to decide
whether they approved the deal.
After a little over an hour of dis-
cussion, the leaders issued a joint
statement endorsing it.

“Now is the moment for us to
get Brexit done and then to-
gether to work on building our
future partnership, which 1 think
can be incredibly positive both
for the UK and for the EU,”
Johnson told a a joint news con-
ference with Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker

How new deal is different from May’s

NO IRISH BACKSTOP

B The biggest problem for
Brexiteers with Theresa
May'’s deal was the Irish
backstop, which sought to
solve the problem of a hard
border in Ireland by keeping
the whole of the UK inside
the European customs union.
M Johnson’s deal takes the UK
out of EU’s customs union.
But instead of having border
infrastructure between the
UK’s
Northern
Ireland and
EU member
Republic of
Ireland,
there will be aborderin the
Irish Sea, which separates the
island of Ireland from the rest
of the UK. Customs checks
will take place at the ports
instead of at aland border.

N IRELAND GETS VOTE

B While the backstop under
May’s deal could have
existed indefinitely with
Northern Ireland lawmakers
having no say in the matter,

before the summit began.

“I' hope very much... that my
fellow MPs in Westminster do
now come together to get Brexit

In a first, Mexico
deports 311 Indians

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MEXICOCITY,OCTOBER 17

IN Afirst, Mexico’s migration au-
thorities deported 311 Indians
from various parts of the coun-
try amidst its stepped up efforts
to check people illegally cross-
ing its borders following pres-
sure from the US.

Accordingtoa pressrelease by
the National Migration Institute
(INM) on Wednesday, the Indian
nationals, whodid not haveacon-
dition of regular stay in the coun-
try, were deported from the Toluca
City International Airport on a
Boeing 747 aircraft to New Delhi.

The people were presented to
the immigration authority in the
states of Oaxaca, Baja California,
Veracruz, Chiapas, Sonora, Mexico
City, Durango and Tabasco, it said.

The move comes after US
President Donald Trump in June
threatened tariffs on all Mexican
importsif the country did not put

Move comes after
Trump threatened
tariffs on Mexican
importsifitdid notputa
check on those entering
US through its borders

a check on people entering
America through its borders.

Mexico had agreed to boost
security on the border and expand
its policy of taking back migrants.

“This was carried out, thanks
to the excellent communication
and coordination with the em-
bassy of that Asian country, with
which the recognition and re-
turn of these citizens was
worked, under strict adherence
to the Migration Law and its
Regulations,” the statement said,
adding, “It should be noted that
there is no precedent in the his-
tory of the INM.”

35 foreigners die in Saudi
crash, PM Modi condoles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RIYADH,OCTOBER 17

THIRTY-FIVE FOREIGNERS were
killed and four others injured
when a bus collided with another
heavy vehicle near the Muslim
holy city of Medina, Saudi state
media said on Thursday.

The accident on Wednesday
evening involved a collision be-
tween “a private chartered
bus... with a heavy vehicle”
near the western city, a
spokesman for Medina police
said, according to the official
Saudi Press Agency.

Those involved were Araband
Asian pilgrims travelling from
Medina to Mecca, according tolo-
cal media.

The Okaznewspaper said that
the victims were expatriates who
lived in the kingdom and who
were performing the umrah

The nationalities of the victims
were not known, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi sent his
condolences.

“Anguished by the news of a
bus crash near Mecca in Saudi
Arabia. Condolences to the fam-
ilies of those who lost their lives.
Praying for a quick recovery of
the injured,” he tweeted.

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker
with Boris Johnson in Brussels. Reuters

Johnson’s deal allows them
to vote, four years after
Brexit, on whether to keep
the system. After that, there
will be a vote every four
years on whether to stick
with the system or to look
for alternatives. This is the
biggest concession Johnson
has got from the EU.

LEVEL PLAYING FIELD?
M Level playing field refers to

done, to get this excellent deal

over the line and to deliver Brexit

without any more delay.”
Juncker said he wanted he

the common standards
applied across the EU for
goods. Without aland border
between Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland,
there is concern that the level
playing field will be violated.
W May was prepared to agree
toalevel playing field, but
Johnson’s deal does not
mention the issue, leaving it
tobe addressed in the non-
binding Political Declaration.

deal to be approved rapidly, with
no need for any further extension
of the Brexit deadline. Brexit was
initially supposed to have hap-

pened on March 31 this year. It will
now take place on October 31, as
long as thedealis approved by the
British and European parliaments.

“There must be no prolonga-
tion — it has to happen now,”
Juncker said.

Johnson now needs to secure
the votes needed at an extraordi-
nary session of Parliament on
Saturday. But the arithmeticis not
easy or straightforward for him.

The Northern Irish party that
Johnson needs to help ratify any
agreement, the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP), has re-
fused to support it, saying it is not
in Northern Ireland’s interests.

The head of the main opposi-
tion Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn,
said he was “unhappy” with the
agreement and would vote
againstit. Labour has said itwants
any deal to be subject to a public
vote, but as yet has not indicated
whether it will back any move for
asecond referendum on Saturday.

Johnsonappearsintent on pre-
senting Parliament with a stark
choice — the deal he has struck or
no deal — in the hope of securing
enough votes to get approval.

“The PM’s position is thatit’s
new deal or no deal but no de-
lay,” said a senior British govern-
ment official.

Even though Parliament has
passed alaw obliging him to ask
the EU for adelay if a deal has not
been finalised and approved by
Saturday, Johnson has said he
will not do it. REUTERS

CHAO0S IN HONG KONG LEGISLATURE

Alawmaker tries to follow Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam (bottom right, in white),
as she leaves the Legislative Council in Hong Kong Thursday. The Legislative Council meeting
was adjourned as pro-democracy lawmakers repeatedly heckled the city’s embattled leader
with several escorted from the chamber for the second day in a row. Reuters

White House: Trump to host next
year’s G7 summit at his golf resort

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 17/

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump will
host next year’s Group of Seven
economic summit of developed
world leaders at one of his own
properties, the Trump National
Doral golf resort near Miami, the
White House said Thursday.
White House acting chief of
staff Mick Mulvaney said Trump
would not profit from use of the
property and defended the deci-
sion, which comes as the President
faces criticism and congressional
investigations over his finances
and potential conflicts-of-interest.

Trump National Doral resort in Doral, Florida. AP

Mulvaney told reporters the
summit would take place at
Doral on June 10-12, 2020, and
that the administration selected
Trump’s resort after initially look-
ing at about 12 potential loca-
tions in various other US states.

“Doral was by far and away

the best physical facility for this
meeting,” he said at a news brief-
ing. “It's almost like they built
this facility to host this event.”

Mulvaney said using the
Trump site would save millions of
dollars and was cheaper than the
other potential sites.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

US Vice President Mike Pence and Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara on Thursday. AP

Turkey agrees to
a ceasefire in
Syria, says Pence

5-day truce to allow Kurdish fighters to
withdraw 20 miles away from border

ZEKEMILLER
ANKARA,OCTOBER 17

US VICE President Mike Pence
announced Thursday that the US
and Turkey had agreed to a five-
day ceasefire in northern Syria
to allow for a Kurdish with-
drawal from a security zone
roughly 20 miles south of the
Turkish border, in what ap-
peared to be a significant em-
brace of Turkey’s position in the
week-long conflict.

After more than four hours of
negotiations with Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Pence said the purpose of his
high-level mission was to end
the bloodshed caused by
Turkey’s invasion of Syria, and
remained silent on whether the
agreement amounted to another
abandonment of the US’s former
Kurdish allies in the fight against
the Islamic State.

Turkish troops and Turkish-
backed Syrian fighters launched
their offensive against Kurdish
forces in northern Syria a week
ago, two days after Trump sud-
denly announced he was with-
drawing the US from the area.

Pence and US Secretary of
State Mile Pompeo lauded the
deal as a significant achievernent,
and Trump tweeted thatitwas “a
great day for civilization”. But the
agreement essentially gives the

TURKEY'’S
SYRIA
OFFENSIVE

Turks what they had sought to
achieve with their military oper-
ation in the first place. After the
Kurdish forces are cleared from
the safe zone, Turkey has com-
mitted to a permanent ceasefire,
but is under no obligation to
withdraw its troops.

In addition, the deal gives
Turkey relief from sanctions the
administration had imposed and
threatened toimpose since the in-
vasion began, meaning there will
be no penalty for the operation.

Kurdish forces were not party
to the agreement, and it was not
immediately clear whether they
would comply. Before the talks,
the Kurds indicated they would
object to any agreement along
the lines of what was announced
by Pence. But Pence maintained
that the US had obtained “re-
peated assurances from them
that they’ll be moving out”. AP

Kurds accuse Turkey of
using banned weapons

‘White phosphorus and napalm used’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEIRUT,OCTOBER 17

THE EMBATTLED Kurdish author-
ities in Syriaon Thursday accused
Turkey of resorting to banned
weapons such as napalm and
white phosphorus munitions.

The use of such weapons since
the start of the cross-border as-
sault by Turkey and its Syrian
proxies could notimmediately be
confirmed independently.

In a statement issued eight
daysinto the deadly offensive, the
Kurdish administration said
Turkey had resorted to their use
because of unexpectedly stiff re-
sistance by Kurdish fightersin the
border town of Ras al-Ain. “The
Turkish aggression is using all
available weapons against Ras al-
Ain,” the Kurdish statement said.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has agreed to a
ceasefire, according to US Vice
President Mike Pence who spent
four hours on Thursday in nego-

Ras al-Ayn, Syria, after
Turkish shelling. AP

tiations with Erdogan. But a day
earlier, Erdogan had said he
would “never” agree to a truce.

“Faced with the obvious fail-
ure of his plan, Erdogan s resort-
ing to weapons that are globally
banned such as phosphorus and
napalm,” the statement added.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights could not confirm
the use of napalm or white phos-
phorus. But Observatory chief
Rami Abdel Rahman said there
had been a spike in burn wounds,
mostly casualties brought in
from the Ras al-Ain area.

Family spent 9 years in Dutch farmhouse ‘waiting for the end of days’

MARC SANTORA
OCTOBER17

THE MAN immediately struck
the bartender as a bit off.

His beard was dishevelled, he
was in a daze, and his clothes
seemed straight out of the 1980s.
It was near closing time at Chris
Westerbeek’s small pub in a ru-
ral Netherlands village, Café De
Kastelein, and he sent the
stranger away.

But a short time later, on
Sunday night, the manreturned
and this time, Westerbeek de-
cided to find out his story.

And what a story it was.

As the bearded man in the
dated outfit quickly gulped down
five beers, he said that for the last
nine years, he and his siblings
had barely seen the outside
world. Instead, they were mostly
confined to a small room in a
Dutch farmhouse on the out-
skirts of the village of Ruinerwold
“waiting for the end of days”,
Westerbeek told Dutch reporters.

“He said he was the oldest
and wanted to end the way they
were living,” Westerbeek said.

By Monday, after the police
went to the farmhouse and
found the family living in

strangely isolated conditions, the
bearded man'’s story had spread
far and wide.

In a hyper-connected world,
where people find it hard to put
down their cellphones much less
totally drop off the grid, there
was immediate fascination with
the strange tale of how a
“doomsday family” could man-
age to go unnoticed for so long.

The police cautioned that
much about the case remains un-
derinvestigation, including why
the family lived the way they did.
Many of the details have come
from Westerbeek, who spoke to
thelocal Dutch television station

At the remote farm in Ruinerwold, Netherlands. Reuters

RTV and the national newspaper
De Telegraaf. He did not imme-
diately respond to messages

seeking additional comment.
In the small village of just
4,000, the bearded man imme-

diately stood and “looked con-
fused,” Westerbeek said.

“He said he’d never been to
school and hadn’t been to the
barber for nine years,” he added.

The farm where the bearded
man lived had a small vegetable
garden and some livestock and
was set back from the nearest
road, shrouded from view by a
line of trees.

The police confirmed that six
adult siblings, between the ages
of 18 and 25, who had been liv-
ing on the farm were now receiv-
ing care. Their mother is believed
to have died some time ago, offi-
cials said.

The father, according to local
authorities, had suffered a stroke
but was also living on the farm.
Authorities also confirmed that
the bearded man who fled the
farm to seek help was the eldest
of the six siblings.

A 58-year-old man, identi-
fied by local reports as a handy-
man connected to the property,
was taken into custody, but it
was unclear how he was in-
volved in the case.

Mayor Roger de Groot, dur-
ing a news conference on
Tuesday, said that the family had
been living “anisolated lifestyle”
and had been largely confined to

their farm for at least nine years.

He added that several of the
sibling’s births had never been
registered. The police said in a
statement that the family had
not been registered in the
municipality.

“Ihave never come across any-
thing like this before,” he said. But
the police urged caution, saying
much remained unknown.

“There is a lot of speculation
in the media about what hap-
pened, but as police we have to
deal with facts,” a police spokes-
woman, Grietje Hartstra, said.
“We still have a lot of unan-
swered questions.” NYT
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Department of Social Welfare
Govt. of NCT Delhi

GLNS Complex Delhi Gate, New Delhi-110002

Name

Father's Name
Age

Gender

1.Q.

Date of Admission
By the Order of

Brought by

Date of the death of the child

Details of Child

: Shivam (name give by institute)

: Unknown

: 12 Yrs. (at the time admission in institute)

: Male

: Severe Intellectual Disability with 1.Q.. - 25

: 07.10.2011

: Child Welfare Committee, Govt. of NCT of Delhi Kasturba Niketan Complex, Lajpat

Nagar - II, New Delhi - 110024 Children Home for Boys-I, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi

: Height - 41/2"

Complexion - Wheatish

Physique - Round Face

Clothes - White Red Line Shirt & Green Full Pant with White Line Patti.
1 22.06.2014

Child was not able to speak and not able to reveal anything pertaining to his family or address. The kin of the child Shivam is
requested to kindly contact us at the address and contact number given below.

DIP/SHABDARTH/0867/19-20

Asha Kiran Complex, Avantika Sec-1, Rohi

Superintendent
HMRP (Ch)
ni Delhi-110085

E-mail:aashakiran89 @ gmail.com

Tel. Ph No. : 011-27522760, 27510307

[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the BANK
OF BARODA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise
of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 and rule 9 of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice
calling upon the borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice
within 60 days from the receipt of the said notice.
The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) having failed to repay
the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/
mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property/ies described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with
rule 8 of the said rules.
The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) in particular and the public
in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any
dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the BANK
OF BARODA for the amount stated herein below and further interest
thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till date
of payment.
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section
13 of the Act, in respect of time, available to redeem the secured assets.
Name of Borrower / Guarantors & Description of Inmovable Properties

Branch / Name of

Borrowers/ Date of

Demand Notice / Date
of Possession / Amount
Outstanding

Branch: Gaya Main Branch Equitable mortgage of Land in the name
M/s Vaishnavi Enterprises, Smt. Binda Devi w/o Sri Arun Kumar Singh
Prop.-Mr. Sanjay Kumar  situated at Khata No.68, Plot No.Old 542
Demand Notice: Ka Ansh/New Plot No0.2319 Ka Ansh,

Description of the properties

01.08.2019 Block N0.30 & 31, Area-2249 Sq.ft, Mauza
Date of Possession: Nauranga, PS Mofassil, Thana No.316,
15.10.2019 Khewat No.01, Tauji No.3202, Ward

Amt: 393,01,946/- No.10 (O)/32(N), Anchal Manpur, Dist
(Rupees Ninety three Gaya, Acquired by Sale Deed No.4587
lac one thousand nine dated 08.05.2008. Bounded: North-15 ft

hundred forty six only) as on proposed Road, South-Nij Lekhyakari &

01.08.2019 + Int., charges & Block No.31A, East-12 ft. Proposed Road,
expenses. West-Plot No. 116.

Date : 15.10.2019

Place : Gaya

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda
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EOI: REGISTRATION OF VENDORS FOR SUPPLY
OF DRUGS & NOTIFIED MEDICAL DEVICES AND
CONSUMABLES TO MEDICAL STORES INHS
SANDHANI AT URAN IN MUMBAI CITY

Applications are invited from Manufactures, Wholesale
Dealers/Reputed Pharmaceutical Firms for registration as
suppliers of Drugs/Consumables/Medical Gases/Medical
Devices. Essential Qualification: Minimum Certified Annual
Turnover for last three years should be Rs. 20.00 Crores
per annum. Application may be downloaded from Defence
eProcurement Portal (eprocure) or may be collected with other
supporting document from the office of Medical Stores, INHS
Sandhani, Naval Station Karanja, City-Uran, Dist-Raigad,
Mumbai-400 704 by an authorised representative of interested
firms (Holding ID proof and authorisation letter from the firm).
Application form along with ink-signed/attested hard copy of all
supporting document duly completed in all respect as well as
scanned labelled copies of the same as soft copy in CD is to
be dropped in Quotation Box labeled as "VENDOR
REGISTRATION" placed in office of the Medical Stores, INHS
Sandhani, Naval Station Karanja, City-Uran, Dist-Raigad,
Mumbai-400704. Last date of submission is 21 days from the
date of publication of this advertisement. INCOMPLETE
APPLICATIONS WITHOUT ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
WILL BE SUMMARILY REJECTED WITHOUT ANY
FURTHER COMMUNICATION TO THE CONCERNED. NO
REPRESENTATION/REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF DATE
WILL BE ENTERTAINED.
DETAILS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT https://defproc.gov.in.
THE DETAILS OF CONTACT PERSON FOR ANY QUERY IS
AS FOLLOWS:-OFFICER-IN/CHARGE (MEDICAL STORES)
ON TELEPHONE : 022-27238654.
Sd/-
(Ashish Chauhan)
Surg Commander
Oi/c Medical Stores
for Commanding Officer
DAVP/10702/11/0171/1920
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INDEX JUMPS 453 POINTS ON ALL-ROUND BUYING SUPPORT

Sensex reclaims 39K in Brexit rally

Rupee gains 27p to close at 71.16/$ amid optimism over the deal and softening crude oil prices

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER17

THE BENCHMARK BSE Sensex
rallied 453 points on Thursday
to close above 39,000 on all-
round buying support after
global investors cheered the
Brexit deal reached between
Britain and the EU and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
hinting at more stimulus meas-
ures to revive the economy.

After opening on a subdued
note, the 30-share Sensex surged
in afternoon trade to close at
39,052.06, up 453.07 points, or
1.17 per cent. The broader NSE
Nifty, too, spiked 122.35 points, or
1.07 per cent, to settle at 11,586.35.

The rupee also rose 27 paise
to close at 71.16 against the US
dollar amid optimism over the
Brexit deal and softening crude
oil prices. Persistent foreign
fund inflows and robust buying
in domestic equity markets
added to the momentum, forex
traders said.

According to traders, domes-
tic market followed European eg-
uities that rallied after Britain and
the European Union said they
have struck an outline Brexit deal

TIAG to sell
entire 26%

stake in SBI
General
Insurance

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

INSURANCE AUSTRALIA Group
(IAG), the joint-venture partner of
SBI General Insurance, has en-
tered into a definitive agreement
tosellits entire 26 per cent stakein
the non-life insurer for approxi-
mately Rs 3,078 crore. While
Premji Invest will acquire 16.01
per cent, Warburg Pincus Group
plans to buy the remaining 9.9 per
cent in the general insurance
company. With this stake sale, SBI
General Insurance is now valued
atnearly Rs 12,000 crore.

SBI General Insurance, which
was planning for its initial public
offering (IPO)in the current finan-
cial year; has postponedits plan for
now. “With new investors coming
inIPOwhichwas planned for FY20
will be pushed by another 15-18
months,” said a senior company
executive. SBI General Insurance
hasamarketshare of 3.24 per cent
up to September 2019, showed the
Irdai data.

Post the stake sale, subject to
regulatory approvals, SBIwill con-
tinue to hold 70 per cent in the
company. While 16.01 per cent
will be with Napean
Opportunities LLP (an affiliate of
Premji Invest) and WP Honey
Wheat Investment will hold 9.99
per cent. Another 2.35 per cent
and 1.65 per cent will be with PI
Opportunities Fund-1 and Axis
New Opportunities AIF - I, respec-
tively. Peter Harmer, managing di-
rector and chief executive officer,
IAG, said, “With our sharpened fo-
cus on our core territories of
Australia and New Zealand, now
is the right time for IAG to exit its
investment in SBIG.” FE

Good news, but eye
now on trade deal

between US & China

TWO MAJOR concerns for the global economy and India have
been the trade skirmishes between the US and Chinaand
question marks over the Brexit deal.

The Brexit deal moving a step forward is good news, but it
is hanging in balance as the ball is now in the British
Parliament’s court. If the US- China trade deal happens, that
will be another positive for the Indian and global economies.

after prolonged negotiations. The
deal, however, must still be for-
mally approved by the bloc and
ratified by the European and UK
parliaments. Further, the govern-
ment’s intention to provide fur-
ther fiscal stimulus in the future
as per the needs of the economy
also lifted the market sentiment.
“Easing trade tension and positive
development on Brexit provided
further boost to the market. Risk
taking ability is improving in the
market with optimism over re-
covery in the economy led by
stimulus, festive demand, good
monsoon and lower interest

rate,” said an analyst.

Yes Bank was the biggest
gainer in the Sensex pack, soaring
15.19 per cent. Tata Motors rose
9.82 per cent. Indusind Bank, SBI,
Bajaj Auto, Asian Paints, Axis
Bank, Tata Steel and Maruti rose
up t09.82 per cent. Sectorally, BSE
auto, bankex, finance, energy,
FMCG, metal, healthcare and
power index rose up to 2.93 per
cent. The broader BSE midcap
and smallcap indices gained up
to 1.77 per cent.

VK Vijaykumar, chief invest-
ment strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said, “Two major con-

cerns for the global economy
have been the trade skirmishes
between the USand Chinaand a
‘no deal Brexit.’ Early indications
are that a Brexit deal has been
done. This augurs well for the
global economy. If the US- China
trade deal also happens that will
be very good news for the global
economy. Since markets are
over-sold this can lift spirits in
the market.”

“Britain and the EU have fi-
nally struck an outline Brexit deal
after days of intense negotiations
though it must still be formally
approved by the blocand ratified
by the European and UK parlia-
ments. With Brexit deal ap-
proved and hopes of the US and
China reaching close to partial
negotiation, market sentiments
have turned positive,” said
Siddharth Khemka, head-retail
research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

On the domestic side, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithraman said
more reforms are on the cards
whichwould helpinreviving the
economic growth. Even FlIs have
been net buyers for the fifth
straight session. Thus given the
positive development on both
global and domestic fronts, along

with decent earnings season so
far, market sentiments should re-
main buoyant in near term, ana-
lysts said.

“We had a flat opening de-
spite most of the Asian bourses
trading in a positive terrain. We
consolidated throughout the first
half before we could breakout
from intraday hurdles as we
stepped into a second half. The
way broader market was buzzing,
it looked like as if it is sensing
some positive development,” said
Sameet Chavan, chief analyst,
Angel Broking.

Internationally, London’s
benchmark FTSE index jumped
0.61 per cent as the pound slid but
the broad-market pan-European
STOXX 600 lost most of its gains,
rising 0.17 per cent. The
FTSEurofirst index of leading re-
gional shares rose 0.17 per cent.
UK Gilts, German Bunds, gold and
most other safe havens also re-
bounded after selling off.

At Mid-day, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average was up 48
points, or 0.18 per cent, to
27,049.98. The S&P 500 gained
10.07 points, or 0.34 per cent, to
2,999.76 and the Nasdaq
Composite added 21.56 points, or
0.27 per cent, to 8,145.74.

‘Outdoor CCT Vs to be largest market for 5G IoT over 3 yrs’

Outdoor surveillance cameras will be the largest market for 5G Internet of Things (IoT) solutions
worldwide over the next three years, according to a Gartner report

700/ of the 5G loT
O endpoint
installed base in 2020 will

be represented by these
cameras

3 2 0/ However, they

O will contract by
the end of 2023. 2.5
million5G IoT installed
endpoints for outdoor
surveillance cameras by
2020, 6.2 million units in
2021 and 11.2 million units
in 2022, but will be
surpassed by connected
carsin 2023

THREEFOLD RISE Gartner
predicts the 5G IoT
endpoint installed base
will triple between 2020
and 2021, from 3.5 million
units in 2020

4%

The share of 5G-connected cars actively
connected to a 5G service will grow from 15%
in 2020 to 74% in 2023 This figure will reach

94%in 2028, when 5G technology will be
used for enabling messages to be sent and
received within and between vehicles

3G I0TENDPOINT INSTALLED BASE( WORLDWIDE; THOUSANDS OF UNITS)

Segment 2020
Volume
Connectedcars—embedded 393
(consumer and commercial)
Outdoor surveillancecameras 2,482
Fleet telematics devices 135
In-vehicle toll devices 50
Emergency services 61
Others 400
Total 3,522

2020 2023 2023
Market Volume  Market
Share (%) Share (%)
N 19,087 39
70 15,762 32
4 5,146 N

1,552 3
2 1,181 2
1 5,863 12
100 48,590 100

Due torounding, figures may not add up precisely to the totals shown

Source: Gartner (October 2019)

INDIA INNOVATION INDEX 2019

‘Karnataka tops innovation ranking of states’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER17

KARNATAKA HAS topped the first-
ever innovation ranking of states,
followed by Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra, the India Innovation
Index 2019,aNiti Aayog sponsored
report, said on Thursday.

Bihar, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh, on the other hand,
trailed on the list. The index, de-
veloped on the lines of the Global
Innovation Index, looks into the
innovation ecosystem of Indian
states and Union Territories to
help policymakers design policies
todrive innovation across regions.

Niti Aayog Vice Chairman
Rajiv Kumar and Chief Executive
Officer Amitabh Kant released the
report. The ranking has three cat-

No coercive action against
Deloitte in IL&FS case: HC

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday granted interim relief
to Deloitte Haskin and Sells,
which prevents the government
from taking any “coercive ac-
tion”, against the former auditor
of the IL&FS group in the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the
Serious Fraud Investigations
Office (SFIO) earlier this year. In
response to a plea filed by
Deloitte in October, the HC ex-
tended a previous order passed
by the court on September 4,
which allowed the same relief to
BSR & Associates. The HC will
hear the matter again on
November 14.

The High Court’s earlier in-
terim order was passed in re-
sponse to a petition filed by BSR

in August seeking to declare
Section 140(5) of the Companies
Act unconstitutional, or ultra
vires of the Constitution of India.

BSR also sought a stay on all
proceedings against the audit
firm until the petition was dis-
posed off.

Section 140 of the Company’s
Act deals with the removal and
resignation of auditors and sub-
section 5 states that if the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT)is satisfied that any audi-
tor has “directly or indirectly,
acted in a fraudulent manner or
abetted or colluded in any fraud”,
it may ban such firms from con-
ducting auditing activities for a
period of five years.

BSR had filed its petition in
the Bombay HC to challenge the
government’s move to ban the
former auditors of the IL&FS
group. FE

Maharashtra, Haryana, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat, Telangana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh
followed Karnataka on the list

egories: Major States, North East
and Hill States and Union
Territories (UTs)/City and Small
States. Sikkim topped in the
North-East category, while Delhi
was at the top in the UT segment.
Telangana, Haryana, Kerala,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Gujaratand Andhra Pradesh were
among the other states that
topped the innovation index.
The index has been grouped
under two major heads, enablers
— factors that will drive innova-
tion in states and UTs, and per-
formance — that will measure the

actual outcomes in the innovation
competitiveness of states.

In terms of attracting invest-
ment, the top position was again
bagged by Karnataka among ma-
jor states, followed by
Maharashtra, Haryana, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Telangana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

Bihar, Jharkhand and Punjab
were the least attractive states for
investment.

Among North East and Hill
States, Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh and Tripura were the top
three states; while among the UTs,

CONNECTED CARS will
offer the biggest
opportunity for 5GloT in
the long term

5 3 0/ of the overall

O 5GIoT endpoint
opportunity in that year
will be represented by the

automotive industry

EMBEDDED
CONNECTED-CAR
modules are the major use
case for 5G

THE ADDRESSABLE
market for embedded 5G
connections in connected
cars is growing faster than
the overall growth in the
5G IoT sector, said
Baghdassarian

Lakshadweep, Delhi and Goa
were the top three regions.

“ForacountryaslargeasIndia,
the state of innovation needs tobe
understood at the regional level
for effective policy formulation. A
policy just at the national level is
not enough. Each state needs to
formulate its own policy, based on
itsunique resources and strengths
and which caters to the specific
needs,” the report said.

Kumar said innovation hasal-
ways been adriver of change and
progress inany economy asitdis-
rupts traditional practices and
businesses. “...Such anindex will
not only help to devise their own
strategy for fostering an innova-
tion climate, it will also enable
them to benchmark their per-
formance with other states,”
Kumar said. WITHPTI

Negotiators working on specifics; hope for
a phased US pact as soon as possible: China

REUTERS
BEIJING,OCTOBER 17

CHINA HOPES to reach a phased
agreement in a protracted trade
dispute with the United Statesand
cancel tariffs as soon as possible,
the Commerce Ministry said on
Thursday, adding that trade wars
had no winners.

A phased agreement would
help restore market confidence
and reduce uncertainty, ministry
spokesman Gao Feng told re-
porters, adding that both sides
were maintaining close commu-
nication. “The final goal of both
sides’ negotiations is to end the
trade war and cancel all additional
tariffs,” Gao said. “This would ben-
efit China, the US and the whole
world. We hope that both sides
will continue to work together, ad-
vance negotiations, and reach a

phased agreement as soon as pos-
sible.” Chinese premier Li Kegiang
said both China and the United
States need to resolve the issues
through dialogue. He made the
comments on Thursday when he
met delegates led by Evan
Greenberg, chairman of the US-
China Business Council.

“Chinawill create aninterna-
tionalised business environment
ruled by law where domesticand
foreign firms are treated equally,”
Li said. “Property and intellectual
property rights will be strictly pro-
tected.” White House economic
adviser Larry Kudlow meanwhile
said he saw momentum tofinalise
the initial phase of a trade deal
which could be signed at the APEC
forum next month in Chile.

US President Donald Trump
on October 11 outlined the first
phase of a deal and suspended a
threatened tariff hike, but officials

on both sides said much more
work needed to be done.

Trump had originally
planned to proceed with arise in
tariffs to 30 per cent from 25 per
cent on about $250 billion worth
of Chinese goods last week.

US and Chinese trade nego-
tiators are working on nailing
downaPhase 1 trade deal text for
their presidents to sign next
month, US Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin said on
Wednesday. Mnuchin said the
Trump administration’s “objec-
tive” was for the agreement to be
signed between the presidents of
the two countries at a November
16-17 summit of Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation countries
in Santiago, Chile.

Working-level representa-
tives from both countries were
working on specifics of an agree-
ment now, Gao said.
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Govt obsessed with fixing blame
on opponents, thus unable to find
solution for revival: Manmohan

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

FORMER PRIME Minister
Manmohan Singh on Thursday
said that the country’s economy
isina “vicious slowdown” and the
government, unable tofind asolu-
tion that will ensure the econ-
omy’s revival, is obsessed with try-
ing to fix the blame on its
opponents.

Stating that “headline man-
agement” won't help fix problems
of the economy, Singh said he
doesn’t think there is “any hope”
of the Indian economy reaching
the target of $5 trillion by 2024
with the growth “declining year
afteryear”.

The Narendra Modi govern-
ment has set a goal of crafting a
$5-trillion economy by 2024.India
is currently a $2.7-trillion econ-
omy. But Singh, while interacting
with newspersons on Thursday,
said, “I have said this before that
to reach a goal of $5 trillion by
2024 as against $2.7 trillion that
we hadin 2018, we would require
agrowthrate of 10-12 per cent per
annum. Whatis happeningin the
BJPregimeis that the government
is faced with prospect of a declin-
ing rate of growth year after year.”

India’s growth declined to a
seven-yearlow of 5 per centin the
June quarter of 2019-20.

The former PM said that this
government believed in “headline
management”. “This won’t help
you fix problems of the economy.
The much advertised ‘double en-
gine’ model of governance on
which the BJP seeks votes has ut-
terly failed,” he said.

Continuing his criticismon the
way the economy is being man-
aged, Singh said, “You need to take
concrete steps to reverse the slow-

Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, along with
Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge, in Mumbai. Ganesh Shirsekar

down. You must ensure that im-
ports donoteat into the domestic
income recklessly. You need a
credible government. You need
strong leadership in Delhi.”

With Maharashtra voting in
four days, the Congress had organ-
ised Singh'’s lecture, Words of
Wisdom on the Indian Economy,
and a media interaction on the
sidelines of the event in Mumbai.

On Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s comment blaming
the UPA government under him
for the public sector bank crisis,
the former PM said, “I've just seen
the statements by the Finance
Minister. | won't like to comment
on that statement, but before one
can fix the economy, one needs
correct diagnosis of its ailments
and its causes. This governmentis
obsessed with trying to fix the
blame on its opponents, thus it is
unable to find a solution that will
ensure the economy’s revival.”

“When I was in office what
happened did happen. There
were some weaknesses. But you
can’tkeep passing the buckonthe
UPA for everything. You have been
in power for over five years. What
have you done in these years?
They should have learnt from our

Almost on al0-day

interval, we have been
announcing one or the
other intervention: FM

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman at the International
Monetary Fund’s headquarters in Washington. P11

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 17

INVESTORS CAN find no better
place in Investors can find no bet-
ter place in the world than India
that has a democracy loving and
capitalist respecting environment,
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has said.

Shealsoassured international
investors at an interaction session
atthe IMF's headquarters that the
government was continuously
working to bring reforms.

“It (India) is one of the fastest
growing(economies)even today.
It has the best skilled manpower
and a government that is contin-
uously doing what is required in
the name of reforms, above all
democracy and rule of law,”
Sitharaman said on Wednesday.

Responding to a question on
why investors should allocate
funds for India, she said that even
ifthe court systemisabitdelayed,
Indiais a transparent and open so-
ciety. The rule of law works and
there are alot of reforms happen-
ing, even those to cutdowndelays,
she said.

“Soyouwill not have anything
better...democracy loving, capital-
ist respecting environment... in
India,” Sitharaman said at the
event hosted by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry in association with
the US India Strategic and
Partnership Forum.

Responding to questions from
major insurance companies, who
urged her toremove the cap onin-
vestment in this sector, she said
the government needs to under-
stand what the expectations of
the sector are other than remov-
ing of the cap. Sitharaman said she

would be quite opentoitand they
could send her the details.

The Union finance minister,
however, said she will not be able
to give them an assurance at this
pointof time, but will work on the
matter.

Asserting that the government
is engaging with everyone on a
weekly basis and there is no trust
deficit with the corporate sector
and investors, she said there is a
greater understanding that this
governmentis willing to hearand
also wanting to respond.

The government is committed
to maintaining fiscal deficit in
India, she said. To a question on
the slowdown in the Indian econ-
omy, the finance minister said the
government is taking steps to ad-
dress problems in the “stressed”
sectors.

“Though the Budget was pre-
sented in July,inayear when there
was interim budget present be-
fore the election, we didn’t wait
for the next budget to come in
February of 2020, almostona 10-
day interval, we have been an-
nouncing one or the other inter-
vention with which each of the
stressed areas can be addressed,”
she said.

Overall in order to boost
consumption, the government
has very clearly said public expen-
diture for infrastructure will
be clearly front loaded,
Sitharaman said.

“Similarly, for increasing
money in the hands of the people
so that consumption canimprove,
I'verequested all the building sec-
tor banks together with their part-
ners, non-banking, financial com-
panies to reach out to villages,
reach out to districts and extend
every kind of credit that they
would want,” she said. PTI

mistakes and provided credible
solutions,” he said.

“Nirav Modi and other people
ran away with public money,
banks are going from bad to worse
..youcannot claimyear after year
that the fault lies with the UPA.
You may score some points, but
youare not finding solution to the
problem,” Singh said.

On the Centre’s move to cut
corporate tax, Singh said meas-
ures that reduce the burden on
businesses were welcome, but
considering that the economy
was suffering from demand
shortage, a better route would
have been to reduce indirect taxes.

Targetting the BJP govern-
ment, he further said that
Mumbai and Maharashtra had
suffered some of the worst effects
of the grave economic slowdown.
“Maharashtra used to be number
one in attracting investment.
Today it is a leader in farmer sui-
cides. Despite the promise of dou-
bling farmerincomes, the rural ar-
easinMaharashtra are witnessing
nothing short of a crisis. The ob-
session with low inflation is in-
flicting misery of our famers. The
Centre’s import-export policy are
hurting farmers.”

IMF MANAGING DIRECTOR:

‘India has worked
on fundamentals,

but issues need
to be addressed’

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 17

THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary
Fund on Thursday said though
India has worked on the funda-
mentals of its economy, there are
problems, including the long-
termdrivers of growth, that need
to be addressed.

The IMF on Tuesday trimmed
India’s growth forecast by 90 ba-
sis points to 6.1 per cent. This is
second downward revision in
seven months and in total 120 ba-
sis points reduction. 100 basis
points is equal to one percentage
point. “India has worked on the
fundamentals (of its economy),
but there are problems to be ad-
dressed. In the financial sector, es-
pecially non-banking institutions,
there are steps taken now to con-
solidate banks. They ought to help
resolve some of these issues,” IMF
Managing Director Kristalina
Georgieva told reporters at a
news conference here.

Present slowdown
different than that
of 2008: Goldman

Mumbai: The consumption
slump cannot be attributed to the
NBFC crisis as it predates the first
default by infralender IL&FS, said
Goldman Sachs.

According to Prachi Mishra,
the chief economist at Wall Street
brokerage Goldman Sachs, her
analysis indicates that consump-
tion has been falling since
January 2018, which is much be-
fore the end August 2018 default
by IL&FS which triggered the lig-
uidity crisis for NBFCs.

“There is a slowdown and
the growth numbers have
fallen by 2 percentage points,”
Mishra said.

However, she expects growth
to tick up in the second half, cour-
tesy the easy monetary policy of
the RBI and the push to senti-
ment from the growth enhanc-
ing measures of the Centre.

“The present slowdown is
protracted and has lasted for over
20 months now,” Mishra said,
adding this is different from the
growth headwinds like demon-
etisation or even the 2008 finan-
cial crisis, which were temporary
in nature. PTI
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Probing Flipkart, Amazon for
alleged discount sales: Goyal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

THE GOVERNMENT is probing
Walmart-owned Flipkart and
Amazon over the alleged preda-
tory pricing, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Thursday.

Warning of stringent action
as per the law for any violation,
he said detailed questionnaires
have been sent to these compa-
nies and their response is
awaited.

According to reports, the e-
commerce majors have grossed
up over $3 billion in gross mer-
chandise value during the festive
sales held over the past fortnight,
which typically see over half of
their annual sales.

“E-commerce companies
have no right to offer discounts
or adopt predatory prices. Selling
products cheaper and resulting
the retail sector to incur losses is
not allowed,” Goyal told re-
porters here.

They are also not permitted
to own products and sell them,
he said and that they are only
platforms helping sellers con-
nect with potential buyers.

Without specifying the exact

Delhi court sends
Singh brothers,
others to 14-day
judicial custody

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

A DELHI court has sent the
former promoters of Religare
Enterprises Ltd ( REL), Malvinder
Singh and Shivinder Singh,
and three others to judicial cus-
tody for 14 days in connection
with an alleged diversion of
funds and causing a loss of
Rs 2,397 crore to Religare Finvest
Ltd (RFL).

The case was heard by
Metropolitan Magistrate
Nishant Garg, who passed the
order directing the Singh broth-
ers, Sunil Godhwani, former
chairman and managing direc-
tor of REL, Kavi Arora and Anil
Saxena, who held “important
managerial positions in RELand
RFL”, for alleged diversion of
public money “in clandestine
manner for their own benefit.

The court said the matter
was in the investigation stage be-
cause of which the accused were
remanded to judicial custody.

Counsel for Singh brothers
have moved a bail application
before the court.

“A detailed questionnaire
has been sent to them.
Today or tomorrow, a
supplementary
questionnaire will also be
sent ... We will take
stringent action against
them, if there is violation
ofanylawinletterorin
spirit. The law is clear.
Action will be taken as
per the law”

PIYUSH GOYAL,
COMMERCE MINISTER

transgressions, Goyal said his
ministry has received com-
plaints from the traders body
CAIT alleging violations of norms
by these players.

“A detailed questionnaire has
been sent to them. Today or to-
morrow, a supplementary ques-
tionnaire will also be sent,” he
said and reminded that he had
earlier also warned these e-com-
merce players.

“We will take stringent ac-
tion against them, if there is vio-
lation of any law in letter or in
spirit. The law is clear. Action will
be taken as per the law,” he said.

The national traders body
CAIT had in a letter on Monday
urged Goyal to order an audit
into the business model of all e-
commerce firms and the for-
eign-owned Amazon and
Flipkart in particular.

In the letter, CAIT also said
since Amazon and Flipkart claim
that individual brands are offer-
ing discounts, government
should convene a meeting
with major brands to ascertain
the truth.

“The business model of
Amazon and Flipkart should be
audited by the government to ar-
rive at the real conclusion,” it said
in the letter.

Following the complaint
from the traders’ body, senior of-
ficials of the department for pro-
motion of industry and internal
trade had met with Amazon and
Flipkart representatives last
week.

Goyal scotched rumours that
the Railways might exit its tick-
eting arm IRCTC which had a
stellar stock market debut ear-
lier this week following a hugely
successful IPO.

There is no plan to fully sell
IRCTC. This is speculation based
on wrong information, he said.

Hotel Leela
completes

business sale
to Brookfield

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

HOTEL LEELAVENTURE on
Thursday said it has completed
sale of its business to Canadianin-
vestment fund Brookfield and the
proceeds of deal were used in pay-
ments to its lenders.

In March, Hotel Leelaventure
had announced sale ofits four ho-
tels, including one in the national
capital, and a property to
Brookfield Asset Management for
Rs 3,950 crore.

As indicated in the postal bal-
let notices dated March 18, 2019
and August 10,2019, “... the busi-
ness has been acquired by
Brookfield and the total consider-
ation payable to the company
with respect to the transactions
set out in the postal ballot notices
has been received and paid to the
various banks and financial insti-
tutions who were lenders of the
company,” the hotel said. Last
month, the SAT rejected the plea
of ITC against sale of Hotel
Leelaventure’s key assets to
Brookfield for Rs 3,950 crore.

Regulator, auditor should be held
responsible for bank frauds: Thakur

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

THE REGULATOR, auditor and
management should be held re-
sponsible for fraud in Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-operative Bank
or other banks, Minister of State
for Finance Anurag Thakur said on
Thursday.

Thakur said that in case of
PMC Bank, the Reserve Bank of

India has allowed withdrawal of
Rs 40,000, which covers around
77 per cent of the affected people
and they have been assured of up
toRs 1 lakh.

“Asfaras the PMCBankorany
other bank is concerned, it is the
job of the regulators first to look
into those issues. It is the auditor,
who should be held responsible.
Itis the management of the bank
who are dealing on a day to day
basis and if anyone is involved in

fraud, ED has taken action. People
have beenarrested. Their proper-
ties have been attached,” Thakur
said at Times Network India
Economic Conclave event.

He was responding to queries
on crisis at PMC Bank and depos-
itors under stress. Thakur said the
BJP government has broughtinre-
forms to make balance sheet of
banks healthy, which have doled
out huge amount of loan during
UPA-II government.

‘India 3rd largest ecosystems for startups’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 17

WITH 21 unicorns, India has
emerged as third largest ecosys-
tems for more successful startups
right behind China and US but
ahead of Britain and Israel, ac-
cording to Hurun Global Unicorn
List 2019.

Leading the pack from the
country are payments solutions
platform One97
Communications ( $10 billion),
cab aggregator Ola Cabs ( $6 bil-
lion), online educator Byjus ( $6
billion), and travel-stay finder
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OYO Rooms ( $5 billion).

China pipped the USA to lead
by 206 versus 203, together ac-
counting for over 80 per cent of
the worlds unicorns. Europe has
35 unicorns.

Hurun Research found 494
unicorns in the world, based in 25
countries and 118 cities. Set up
seven years ago on average, they
areworth $3.4billion onaverage
and $1.7 trillion in total.

“These young companies, only
sevenyearsold onanaverage, are
the world’s most exciting start-
ups, leading a new generation of
disruptive technology,” Hurun
Report chairman and chief re-

searcher, Rupert Hoogewerf, said.

According to the list, city
wise, Beijing is the worlds unicorn
capital with 82, comfortably
ahead of San Francisco with
55, followed by Shanghai, New
York and Hangzhou. As a region,
Silicon Valley leads the world
with 102 or 21 per cent of the
worlds unicorns.

The list showed e-commerce
and fintech make up 31 per cent
of the worlds unicorns, followed
by cloud and Al.

The worlds unicorns span
25 industries, with the Big
5 Industries making up half of
the total.
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DEAL WORTH AROUND ¥4.,800 CRORE

ORIX acquires 91% stake
inseven IL&FS assets

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

JAPAN'’S ORIX Corporation has
completed the acquisition of a
51 per cent stake in seven wind
energy assets held by IL&FS
Wind Energy (IWEL). The IL&FS
Group is expected to get around
Rs 4,800 crore from the sale of
these assets.

“In accordance with the
terms of the share purchase
agreement signed with ORIX
and with the order of the
Hon’ble National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai
Bench, ORIX has transferred to
an escrow account, both the eq-
uity sale consideration of ap-
proximately Rs 590 crore and
an additional Rs 216 crore to-
wards full repayment of debt
advanced by IL&FS Energy
Development to the SPVs,”
IL&FS said in a statement on
Thursday. ORIX will continue to
hold the total debt of the seven
assets, amounting to Rs 3,500
crore, “...thereby resulting in no

VIBRANT GOA SUMMIT

CM: Closure of
mining industry
hurt industry,
solution soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANJIM, OCTOBER 17

GOA CHIEF Minister Pramod
Sawant said on Thursday “closure
of mining industry” was the
biggest factor that disturbed the
industrial ecosystem while
launching a three-day investment
conclave titled ‘Vibrant Goa'.

Attributing the idea and de-
sign for the meet to the a “vision
of late Manohar Parrikar”,
Sawant promised the industry a
“speedy processing of invest-
ment proposal” and a clearance
to projects within 30 days, as he
started the meet.

“Goa’s economic growth is
driven by the strong performance
of industrial sector, such as
tourism, IT and pharmaceuticals.
The closure of mining has how-
ever disturbed our entire ecosys-
tem of aligned industries, includ-
ing logistic suppliers, truck
companies and barge owners, as
well as service providers, “ Sawant
began,asheadded, a “solution”is
onits way.

Earlier this year, GAIL had offered to buy
the group’s entire 51 per cent stake in
these assets. ORIX, which already held a
49 per cent stake in these assets, had then
exercised its right-of-first-offer and

matched GAIL'’s price

haircut for the lenders”, the
company said.

Power Finance Corporation,
Bank of Baroda and India
Infradebt are the external
lenders to these seven wind en-
ergy assets.

Earlier this year, GAIL had
offered to buy the group’s en-
tire 51 per cent stake in these
assets. ORIX, which already
held a 49 per cent stake in these
assets, had then exercised its
right-of-first-offer and
matched GAIL’s price.

Earlier this month, Uday
Kotak, chairman of govern-
ment-appointed board of
IL&FS, told reporters that the
group hopes to recover at least

50 per cent of its debt by March
2020.

The group has also initiated
the process of selling several of
its road assets and is exploring
the possibility of an
Infrastructure Investment Fund
(InvIT) for the sale of some
other road assets. The group
has recently also invited ex-
pressions of interest (Eols) for
sale of several real estate assets.

The board of Infrastructure
Leasing & Financial Services
was replaced by a government-
appointed one in October last
year, after the group defaulted
on short-term and long-term
debt obligations to the tune of
nearly Rs 1 lakh crore. FE

Adani Group inks MoU for
$4-billion chemical venture

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 17/

GUJARAT-BASED ADANI Group
has signed amemorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company (AD-
NOC), BASF and Borealis for ajoint
feasibility study to evaluate a col-
laboration for the establishment
of achemical complex at Mundra
in Kutch district.

The partners are aiming to fi-
nalise the joint feasibility study by
the end of the first quarter of 2020
and intend to start production in
2024. This is the next step of
BASF's and Adani’s investment
plans as announced in January
2019. With the inclusion of ADN-
OCand Borealis as potential part-
ners, the parties are examining
various structuring options for the
chemical complex that will lever-
age the technical, financial and op-
erational strengths of each firm.
Total investment is estimated to
be up to $4 billion.

“Weare very pleased to collab-
orate with ourinternational part-
ners to establish a Chemical
Manufacturing Complex at
Mundra Port. We stand commit-
ted to the ‘Make inIndia’ initiative
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anti scaling pumps, anti corrosion pumps & Chlorine dioxide dosing
equipment, corrosion test rakes, monitoring of corrosion scaling &
bio-fouling monitoring System, for Chemical Treatment of the Cooling
Water System of Stage-1 & Il, GHTP, Lehra Mohabat.

b) Operation & maintenance of the above systems for one year.

Tender Enquiry No. 86/S.E/Th. Op./CD-26/Vol-IV/O&M/GHTP/2019 Dated
14.10.2019

EMD @2% of tender value (minimum Rs. 5000/-)
Quantity As per scope of work

1. Last Date & Time for bid submission : 13.11.2019 upto 11.30 hrs.
2. Date & Time of opening of Fee stage bid : 13.11.2019 At 12.00 hrs.

Detailed NIT and tender specifications can only be downloaded from PSPCL
website https://pspcl.abcprocure.com from dated: 15.10.2019 onwards.

Note:- 1.The prospective bidders can obtain clarification regarding ten-
der specification from this office. For registration of Digital
Signatures and uploading of tender, information may be sought
from M/s E-procure Technologies Ltd. Contact No. +91-(79)-
40016866/40/38/18/21.

2.1t is informed that in case the tender process is not completed
due to any reason no corrigendum will be published in newspa-
pers. Detail regarding corrigendum may be seen on PSPCL offi-
cial website i.e. https://pspcl.in.

Sd/-

Superintending Engineer
Thermal Operation Circle,

GHTP, PSPCL, Lehra-Mohabbat,
Distt. Bathinda-151111 (Punjab)
Email ID: se-th-op-lehar@pspcl.in
Ph. 0164-2756265

GHTP-58/19
C-7477/PB

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY SURAT »
Tel : 0261-2259571 - 2259582-584 Fax: 0261-2228394
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST NOTICE
Sealed expressions of interest (EOI) are invited in duplicate from the supplier/fabricator/manufactur-
er/distributor for the "Development and Performance Evaluation of Low Temperature Hybrid
Wind Tunnel for Aerodynamic Studies of UAV's and other Objects".
Expression of Interest (EOI) documents will be available on request during office hours from
11/10/2019 to 11/11/2019 from Mech Engg. Deptt. of institute on payment of Rs. 500/- towards EQI
fee to be remitted by cash for EOI documents delivered in person or Rs. 550/- by DD drawn in favour
of "Research & Consulting A/c" in case EOI documents are to be sent by post. The date of opening
of EOI documents is 12/11/2019 at 15:00 hours. The EOI documents may also be downloaded from
institute website www.svnit.ac.in. However, the EOI fee must be paid before submission of EOI documents.
The director reserves the right to reject any or all the EQOI without assigning any reasons whatsoever
thereof.
No.MED/SAC/PSA/2019-20

LINA

DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL MARKETING
Pant Krishi Bhawan, JAIPUR (Rajasthan)

Ph. No. 0141-2227115 E-Mail- dir.dam @rajasthan.gov.in
No. 33975 Dated: 10.10.2019
Corrigendum #lI
Amendments are made in time schedule of E-Bid for under NIB ref. No
27399 dated 28.08.2019 and corrigendum No. 30494-98 Dated:

20.09.2019. Details of e-Proc tender ID and UBN no is below here:-

S.No. Tender ID UBN NO
(1) 2019_DAMJP_161039_1 DAM1920GLRC00539
2) 2019_DAMJP_161039_2 DAM1920GLRC00540
(3) 2019_DAMJP_161039_3 DAM1920GLRC00541
(4) 2019_DAMJP_161039_4 DAM1920GLRC00542
(5) 2019_DAMJP_161039_5 DAM1920GLRC00543

Time Schedule: The amended time schedule of E-Bid will remain
as mention below:

S. Detail Previous Date & Amended Date &
No. Time Time
1 Date & Time of 29.08.19 t0 09.10.19  Upto 21.10.19
downloading of  (upto 6.00 P.M.) (upto 6.00 P.M.)

Bid/Documents

2 Date & Time of online 29.08.19 to 09.10.19
submission of Bid (upto 6.00 P.M.)

10.10.19
(upto 12.00 P.M.)

Upto 21.10.19
(upto 6.00 P.M.)

Upto 22.10.19
(upto 12.00 P.M.)

3 Last Date of Submission of
DD/ Banker Cheque in the
office of DAM

4 Date & Time of Technical
Bid opening

10.10.19 22.10.19
(2.00 P.M.) (2.00 PM.)

Amendments in time schedule are also available on website
“sppp.rajasthan.gov.in” or “https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in” or
website “www.mandi.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in.”
The amendments shall be integral part of bid document.
Sd/-

Director

Department of Agricultural Marketing

Rajasthan, Jaipur

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
Office of the Executive Engineer, Challakere Division No.06,

Challakee-577522, Chitradurga District
Phone No: 08195-250307 email ID:ubpee06@gmail.com
No:EE/VIJNL/UBP/D-6/CLK/TENDER NOTIFICATION/2019-20/462
DATE:15.10.2019

(THROUGH GOK e-procurement Platfrom
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in.)
On behalf of the Managing Director, VINL, Bangalore, the
Executive Engineer, VINL., UBP Division No.06, Challakere,
invites the percentage tenders from the VJNL/KNNL Category-
I enrolled contractors. The detailed works are listed below. 01
work tender is required to submit their tenders in Two cover
System containing both bid documents and supporting eligible
documents, which can be obtained through website.
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.inand can be submitted through
electronic tender box. From 21.10.2019 to last dated 25.11.2019,
the Two cover bid opening dated:26.11.2019 timing at 4.30PM.,
eligible contrcots may obtain all the details from (www.eproc.
karnataka.gov.in) online and submit ther bid process.
(1) Name of work:- Survey, Investigation, Design, Supply,
Installation Testing and Commissioning of Lift System (Head
Works consisting of construction of Intake canal, Jack well cum
pump house, Power supply including terminal bays, substation,
33 KV transmission lines) Rising Main with Pressure distribution
system, Construction of Gravity Distribution System in Pavagada
Taluk (Filling of Tanks 40 Nos) and Challakere Taluk(Filling of Tanks
21 Nos) Under Upper Bhadra Project including Operation and
Maintenance for a period of 5 years after successful completion
of work . (2) Appr. amount put to tender(Rs. In Lakhs):- 52835.13
(3) EMD (Rs. In Lakhs):- 528.35. (4) Tender processing fee (Rs.): As
specified in the e-procurement portal. (5) Category of the agency:
VJNL/KNNL Category — | enrolled contractors. (1) Stipulated
period for completion:- 24 Months (Including monsoon period)
RO.N0.547:DIPR/CTA/ Sd/- Executive Engineer, VINL,
MCA/2019-20 UBP Division No. 6, Challakere.

ADNOC, BASF and
Borealis will be Adani’s
partnersin the
undertaking

and serve the larger purpose of
aligning growth opportunities
with creation of goodness for the
nation,” stated Gautam Adani,
chairman of the Adani Group.The
designated site is planned at
Mundra port in Gujarat and the
products are predominantly for
the Indian market, servingawide
range of local industries, includ-
ing construction, automotive and
coatings. The chemical complexis
intended to be entirely supplied
fromrenewable energy resources.
The partners are evaluating co-in-
vestment in a wind and solar
park; plans are at an advanced
stage of development. If realised,
this would be the world’s first
CO2-neutral petrochemical site to
be fully powered by renewable
energy.The collaboration includes
evaluating a joint world-scale
propane dehydrogenation plant
to produce propylene based on
propane feedstock to be supplied
by ADNOC. FE
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BRIEFLY
Sebirejigs
primary market
advisory panel

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi has reconsti-
tuted its Primary Market
Advisory Committee
(PMAC) that advises it on
policy framework, develop-
ment of initial public offer-
ings and other such seg-
ments.

‘Noportout
requests during
Nov4-10’

New Delhi: Traion Thursday
said customers will not be
able to submit requests for
mobile number portability
between November 4-10,
during the switch-over pe-
riod to the new and simpler
port-out regime which
comes into effect from
November 11.

DHFL reports
Q2 netlossof
242 crore

New Delhi: Debt-ridden
housing finance firm DHFL
onThursday reported a con-
solidated net loss of Rs
242 .48 crore for the second
quarter of the current fiscal.
The company posted a net
profit of Rs 431.71 crore in
the year-ago period.

R-Capital
defaultson
NCD payments

Mumbai: Reliance Capital on
Thursday said payment of
interest/principal obliga-
tions for two non-convert-
ible debentures (NCDs) has
beendelayed. The payments
were due on Wednesday
and Thursday, the company
said in regulatory filing.

InterGlobe
Aviationboard
meetonOct 24

New Delhi: The board of
InterGlobe Aviation will
meet on October 24 to con-
sider financial results for the
September quarter. The
meeting comes against the
backdrop of differences be-
tween the promoters. PTI

Domestic air passenger traffic
grows by 1.18% in September

New Delhi: Indicating further
slowdown in the aviation sector,
the domestic air passenger traffic
this September increased by just
1.18 per cent compared to the
same month last year, according
to data released by the DGCA on
Thursday.

In August, the domestic pas-
senger growthwas 3.87 per centas
against the same month last year.

The domestic air traffic last
month consisted of 11.79 million
passengers compared to 11.35

million passengers in the same
month lastyear,ajump of 1.18 per
cent, as per data.

Regarding September data, a
senior DGCA official said, “The
numbers are disappointing. They
have pulled down our projection
(for 2018-19)...to 4-6 per cent.
The good news is that we have
managed to withstand the sad
exit of Jet Airways and main-
tained a positive growth despite
three months of negative or al-
most flat growth.”

Regd Off.: PSEB H.O., The Mall, Patiala - 147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

O/o Chief Engineer/Stores & Workshops, Sarabha Nagar, Ludhiana
Ph. No. 0161-2456311, Fax No. 0161-2463359
E-mail ID: ce-workshops@pspcl.in

Tender Enquiry No. QW-281/PO-W Dated 14.10.2019

Tender Notice for Manufacture and supply of following items as per
PSPCLs specification QW-281/PO-W dated
14.10.2019

Top Hampers for 11 Mtrs Poles = 18000 Nos
Last Date & Time for

1. Downloading of Specifications
2. Receipt of tenders (on-line)

3. Opening of tenders (on-line) 14.11.2019 at 12.30 Hrs.
4. Cost of Specifications NIL

Tender specification can only be downloaded from website

https://pspcl.abcprocure.com Details regarding e-Tendering is available
on website: www.pspcl.in All the prospective bidders are requested to get
their Digital Signatures, Register themselves on the website:
https://pspcl.abcprocure.com and get conversant with the process of on-
line submission of tenders well in time so as to submit the tender by the
due dead line. No request for extension in the due date of tender opening
on the above grounds shall be entertained.
NOTE:- It is informed that in case tender process is not completed due to
any reason, no corrigendum will be published in News Papers. Details
regarding corrigendum may be seen on official PSPCL website
www.pspcl.in

13.11.2019 upto 12.30 Hrs.
14.11.2019 upto 11.30 Hrs.

Sd/-
C-412/19 Chief Engineer/ S&W,
C-7492/PB PSPCL, Ludhiana
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THE BLOCK OF shops, offices and apartments
at 60 Sloane Avenue was once a warehouse
for Harrods of London. Now it is the focal
point of the latest financial scandal to rock
the Vatican—potentially the worst since
Archbishop Paul Marcinkus, whose bucca-
neering presidency of the Vatican Bankin the
1970s and 1980s led it to deal with Masons
and mobsters. At stake now, as then, is not
just the probity of an individual, but the trust-
worthiness of the Holy See’s system of finan-
cial governance.

On October 1st the Vatican’s gendarmes,
onorders fromits prosecutors, raided the of-
fices of the Financial Information Authority
(AIF), the banking regulator, and the
Secretariat of State, which combines the roles
of prime minister’s office and foreign min-
istry in the Vatican administration. They
were looking for “documents and electronic
devices”, the Vatican said. A leaked circular to
the Swiss Guards, who control access to the
walled city, showed that among the five of-
ficials suspended pending the outcome of
the investigation was the AIF’s director,
Tommaso Di Ruzza.

“It's a nightmare,” says a senior Vatican
official. “It risks undoing everything we have
achieved in the past eight years.” In 2011 the
Vatican agreed to inspection of its financial
sector by Moneyval, Europe’s anti-money-
laundering and anti-terrorist-financing
watchdog. It has since created an institu-
tional framework similar to those of more
conventional states. Dodgy accounts have
been closed at the Vatican Bank (properly
known as the Institute for the Works of
Religion, or IOR). On the day of the raids the
IOR passed the latest milestone on its road
to respectability when it began using the
money-transfer services of the Single Euro
Payments Area.

But the IOR’s employees are not the only
ones handling money in the Vatican. The
Administration of the Patrimony of the
Apostolic See (APSA) acts as the sovereign-
wealth fund of the Holy See, the central ad-
ministration of the Catholic church. The gov-
ernment of the Vatican City State earns
revenue from the lucrative Vatican muse-
ums. And several of the Holy See’s ministries,
known as dicasteries, manage pots of money
without oversight by the AIF.

In 2014 Pope Francis created a Secretariat
for the Economy to oversee all the financial
activities of the Holy See and the Vatican City
State. Its first boss, Cardinal George Pell, who
is appealing against a conviction for child
abuse in Australia, said that after he took over
he discovered “hundreds of millions of eu-
ros” that did not appear on the balance-sheet.
Some in the Vatican, where conspiracy the-
ories flourish, believe he would not be in jail
had he not tried to seize control of those
funds.

Also notionally under the new body’s re-
mit is the Secretariat of State, which report-
edly manages around €800m ($880m). It
controls the contributions of the faithful to
the papacy—charmingly, if modestly, known
as Peter’s Pence (St Peter being the apostle
chosen by Jesus to lead his church). It is also
said to control a pot of cash known as the
Paul VI Fund, and assets transferred to the
Vatican from the Papal State when it was dis-
membered in the 19th century.

L’Espresso, a news magazine, reported
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Divine speculation

Raids and arrests cast doubt on the Holy See’s clean-up
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In 2011 the Vatican agreed to inspection of its financial sector by Moneyval, Europe’s anti-money-laundering and anti-terrorist-financing watchdog. It has since created an institutional framework similar to

those of more conventional states. Reuters

that in 2011, under Pope Benedict, the
Secretariat of State sank almost €200min a
fund registered in Luxembourg. Among its
investments was a 45% stake in a London
property. A Vatican official identifies it as the
converted Harrods depository. The building’s
managers did not respond to a request for
confirmation.

A Vatican source says that the prosecu-
tors’ investigation centred on a chain of
transactions to extract the Secretariat of State
from the fund and give it full ownership of
the London property, once more acting
through an intermediary. According to this
account, the Secretariat sought a loan from
the IOR to pay off a mortgage on the prop-
erty. But the IOR refused to get involved, even
though the overall operation had been re-
modelled at the behest of the AIF to ensure
compliance. In an otherwise-vague state-

AFRICA'S MONEY-LAUNDERERS

Catch me if you can

African kleptocrats are finding it tougher to stash cash in the West

LIGHT-FINGERED tyrants are looking back
wistfully. In past decades they could stash
their illicit wealth in the West. Friendly
lawyers, banks and middlemen were on
hand to park the loot. Sani Abacha, the mili-
tary dictator who ran Nigeria in the 1990s,
deposited billions of dollars in banks across
the rich world, no questions asked. Western
governments often seemed equally un-
fussed. Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, a former
president of France, attended soirées in
chateaux owned by the late Emperor Jean-
Bedel Bokassa of Central Africa. Mr Bokassa
would slip his guest diamonds to thank him
for France’s support.

Such brazenness is becoming a bit harder
to get away with. Anti-corruption campaign-
ers and muckraking journalists have busied
themselves trying to uncover stolen assets.
Western governments, tired of seeing aid
money stolen, have toughened up money-
laundering and bribery laws.

On September 29th Swiss authorities
auctioned a fleet of sports cars seized from
Teodorin Obiang, son and heir apparent to
the president of Equatorial Guinea. The $27m
raised is to be returned to Mr Obiang’s be-
nighted people. Days earlier San Marino con-
fiscated €19m ($21m) from accounts linked
to Denis Sassou Nguesso, the president of
Congo-Brazzaville.

Yet so much has been pilfered from Africa
that tracking it all is tricky. Chatham House,
a British think-tank, estimates that $582bn
has been stolen from Nigeria alone since it
won independence in 1960. Britain’s
International Corruption Unit says its inves-

Anti-corruption campaigners
and muckraking journalists
have busied themselves trying
to uncover stolen assets.
Western governments, tired of
seeing aid money stolen, have
toughened up money-
laundering and bribery laws

tigations have led to the confiscation of £76m
($117m) in laundered loot since 2006.
Another £791m has been frozen worldwide
thanks to its work. Yet that barely makes a
dent in the £100bn of illicit funds which
Steve  Goodrich at Transparency
International, a watchdog, reckons enters
Britain every year. “Seizures are still the ex-
ception,” says Jason Sharman, an expert in
international corruption at Cambridge
University. “Dirty money still gets through
most of the time.”

The best way to hide and move stolen
wealth is to set up a raft of anonymous shell
companies and bank accounts.
Questionable payments linked to Mr Sassou
Nguesso’s son passed through Cyprus,
Poland, Portugal, Spain and Switzerland,
Global Witness, another watchdog, re-
ported in August. The EU is trying to make
this sort of thing harder by forcing member
states to publish registers disclosing the
beneficial owners of companies.

ment, the Vatican said the investigation was
launched on the basis of reports from the IOR
and the office of the Vatican’s auditor-gen-
eral, which s also the Holy See’s anti-corrup-
tion authority.

Why these apparently routine transac-
tions raised such concerns is unclear. Other
questions include why the Secretariat of
State should twice have made investments
in such a roundabout way, especially since it
could have benefited from sovereign tax ex-
emptions; why the Vatican Bank and the au-

ditor-general’s office went to the prosecu-
tors instead of reporting to the AIF; and why
the prosecutors felt the need to involve Mr
Di Ruzza since the search warrant accuses
him of nothing specific, merely stating that
the role of the AIF in the affair was unclear.
Noting that the warrant was not signed by
the prosecutor hired by the Vatican to inves-
tigate financial offences, Andrea
Gagliarducci, Vatican analyst at the Catholic
News Agency, ventures another question:
“Did the green light for the investigation

On October 3, Pope Francis named a retired anti-Mafia prosecutor,
Giuseppe Pignatone, as president of the Vatican court. One of his
first trials will be that of former Vatican Bank president

Angelo Caloia who is accused of skimming tens of millions of euros

Britain has introduced another innova-
tion. Unexplained Wealth Orders allow
courts to order “politically exposed persons”
to explain why their assets are so much larger
than their salaries back home. The first was
issued last year.

Yet tough laws do not work unless every-
one imposes them. “If there isa gap, then the
money-launderers will find it,” says Max
Heywood, Transparency International’s
global advocacy co-ordinator.

Willing and effective implementation is
vital. Some surprising places, such as
Switzerland and Jersey, have grown more ro-
bust in this regard. But America leads the
way. The Kleptocracy Asset Recovery
Initiative at the Department of Justice has
seized stolen loot not just in America, but
abroad. “The US is aggressive in enforce-
ment,” says Matthew Axelrod, a former DoJ
official now at Linklaters, a law firm.
“Penalties are very high and prosecutors are
insulated from political interference.”

Europe lags behind. Its law-enforcement
agencies are often under-resourced.
Investigators struggle when dirty money is
held in several countries. Britain has spear-
headed the International Anti-corruption
Co-ordination Centre, created in 2017. Its
head, Rupert Broad, says pooling intelligence
has led to the arrest of five senior officials in
four African states.

The most important thing, campaigners
say, is to take steps to stop dirty money ar-
riving in the first place. Banks are becoming
better at reporting dodgy deposits. Purveyors
of luxury goods are less alert. Boat dealers in

come directly from the pope?”

Among all the questions one thing is
clear: the job of keeping the Vatican and its
officials out of financial mischief is far from
over. That has implications beyond the city-
state: the Vatican’s secretive culture and sov-
ereign privileges make it ideal for dubious
transactions. Yet responsibility for oversee-
ing its sprawling financial sector is divided
between departments whose competences
overlap and conflict.

Ecclesiastical investments

The Secretariat for the Economy was
meant to bring most of it under a single au-
thority. Yet it has never been incorporated
into the Vatican constitution. “It exists, yet
does not exist,” says Mr Gagliarducci.
Currently, it has only an acting head. The
same is true of the auditor-general’s office.

The original appointee, Libero Milone, re-
signed in 2017. He later claimed he was
threatened with arrest on “prefabricated
charges” if he refused to go. “Evidently, they
didn’t want me to report some things I'd
seen,” he said.

It is into this murky scene that the
Vatican’s latest external hire is due to step.
On October 3rd Pope Francis named a retired
anti-Mafia prosecutor, Giuseppe Pignatone,
as president of the Vatican court. One of his
first trials will be that of the former IOR pres-
ident, Angelo Caloia, whois accused of skim-
ming tens of millions of euros from property
deals. Mr Pignatone is best known for his role
in busting an organised-crime network in
Rome. He says that he is looking forward to
a “new and extraordinary experience”.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

The best way to hide and move stolen wealth is to set up a raft of anonymous shell companies and bank accounts. Reuters

the Netherlands are supposed to flag suspi-
cious purchases. But of 40,959 suspicious-
activity reports to Dutch authorities in 2015,
just three came from yacht-dealers,
Transparency found.

African states also complain that little of
whatisrecovered is ever sent back. America,
Britain and Switzerland have had some suc-
cess. More than $1bn seized from Mr
Abacha’s bank accounts has been returned.
But many African states have not helped their
cause, often because thieving politicians are

still in charge. When Switzerland returned
$500m of Mr Abacha’s money, most of it dis-
appeared again. The World Bank has pro-
grammes to guard against such things, but
some Western states remain wary, and
rightly so.

James Ibori, a former governor of
Nigeria’s Delta State, served a prison sen-
tence in Britain after admitting to plunder-
ing $79m from the public purse. His lawyers
have managed to frustrate efforts to repa-
triate most of the funds frozen in his British

bank accounts. Displaying a cheerful
shamelessness, Mr Ibori is again active in
Nigerian politics.

In August Ifeanyi Okowa, the state’s
present governor, called Mr Ibori “a true pa-
triot” and praised him for his “uncompro-
mising posture on...good governance”.
There are surely better ways of showing
that Africa is doing its bit than heaping plau-
dits on a felon.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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22 CALENDAR

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 3940

DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

The simple and Artistic and creative
straightforward Librans are singled
advice is not to trust out for praise by
anyone. That doesn’t today’s solar

mean that a personis going to
intentionally let you down, only
that plans may have to be
unavoidably altered at the last
moment. Nobody is to blame:

supporters and lunar allies, and
you should let rip and make your
mark upon the entire known
world. Thatincludes ninety-nine
per cent of all Librans. How

what happens now is the about pretending you're an
result of all past actions, assertive Aries for a change?
including yours.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) If you have any long-
You may put your termalterations in
foot down at work, mind at home, today
. butonly if you are in would be agood time
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson an unassailable to start. Those of you planning a

position. You must have
authority on your side and,

if you don’t, you would
probably do better to bide
your time. And, at home, you'd

change of residence, or any
improvements of similar
magnitude, should find that
events move very fast. In fact, you
may soon have to hang on tight.

ACROSS Down do best to rely on your

1 Portworkerwhodoesn’'tcarry 1 Feline connections, we hear (4) seductive charms. SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
so much weight? (10) 2 Mouth-watering church GEMINI(May 22 - Juze 21) A tepdency towards

6 What have you here? (4) decorations (9) ay 22 - june serious '

10 A girl of Roman extraction (5) 3 Atemple ornament? (5) Th_e starsare pagked mlsunglerstandlngs

11 Promise to look after one’s 4 Planning the way when touring \t/\lgh Ustgflll é}dVlCE ! is _C%I_lallﬂt?glhby an ”
funeral? (9) around (7) oday: ifyou're equal recognition of the need to

12 He wants to raise the standard 5 Made a searching examination, . ttraVEHI?hg, leave X Tlalfe ha;il{headfdi longl-]terig
of living (8) by all accounts (7) nothing, not even the meres choices. All travel plans shou

13 Isashortaccount fora 7 Packanimal goingupa detail, to chance; if there’s a be pursued free from sentiment
patriarch (5) shopping centre (5) legal dispute on the cards,make  or frills of any kind. If you want

15 Very eager for everybody to go 8 Training for employment (10) sure you know your rights. And to go somewhere new, then do
backaafter akey (3,4) 9 Falling behind on the track ifa partner forgets where they  sobecause you want to, not

17 These clubs may need a licence (8) are or what they're doing, because you're under
(7) 14 Aids Alec if it is required (10) be patient. emotional pressure.

19 Waiting to be stocked (2,5) 16 Kindly feeling as expressed by a M ARV| N by TO m Arm stron g CANCER (June 22- July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

21 Treatment received by troops satisfied legatee? (8) The most useful wa You could now be
losing Turkish capital (7) 18 Male reads about girl from to absorb today’s y approaching a major

22 Now it changes, being pulled Notre‘Dame (9) somewhat peculiar watershed in your
(2:3) 20A feeling of easterly movement planetary influences financial affairs. You

24 Travelling after the game (2,6)

27 The present perfect? (5,4)

28 Badly riled, but he does nothing
(5)

29 Dies about eleven, perhaps (4)

30 Dropping off can be a problem

(7)
21 Arise Sir Otto and get some
food! (7)
23 Astepintrade reform(5)
25 Pretend to sound desirous

(5)

is to concentrate on your
material and financial security.
Quite simply, it’s the right
moment to crack open the
piggy bank. But you can

must be prepared to sustaina
small loss in the interests of
long-term profit, but do realise
that the important
consideration is security. Safety

also callin some and comfort actually mean
for them (10) 26 Bends and breaks cars (4) emotional favours. more to you than some people
often realise.

Solutions Crossword 3939: Across: 1 Thieves, 5 Noah’s ark, 8 Peninsula, 9 Lam, LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

10 Cope, 12 Celerity, 14 Airing, 15 Issued, 17 Adhesion, 18 Nest, 21 Nun, 22 Date There’sboundtobea  AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

stamp, 24 Tuned, 25 Speaker. Down: 1 Topic, 2 Inn, 3 Vine, 4 Saucer, 5 Near East, steady accumulation There will be a fair

6 At leisure, 7 Samoyed, 11 Parthenon, 13 Onesided, 14 Against, 16 Foetus, 19 Taper, of emotional tension amount of tension in

201sle throughout the day, the air, but the useful
as the Moon gradually moves way to approach
towards its next dramatic today’s cosmic potential is by
position. You may need a offering a chance fora

JUMBLED WORDS

steady nerve if someone

completely fresh startin

Genius

Difficulty Level 5s N seems determined to test whatever area of activity you
Instructions o your patience, so don’t over- choose. Make your decisions,
Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, o react - no matter how much issue invitations - and follow
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get ) every digit from1t0 9 ; you're provoked. them through.
the answer for the given quip. ;
Iwantto__mylife,not____it-Jackie Kennedy (4..,6) o rr.1u3t apy_aear ineach of the \¢ VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
o nine vertical columns, in o One area of your Today's planetary
< each of the nine horizontal & chartl haven't pictures and
BMEER AEHKCL = rows and in each of the = mentioned for some patterns actually suit
\¢* nine boxes. ) time is that ruling your Piscean
@) your physical well-being. It is qualities down to the ground
0 2 therefore appropriate to and your imagination may
GNIOR EISTDV ) Difficulty Level C_) mention that today’s stars give throw up one or two .
N _ e - you the chance to take adventurous thoughts. In point
1s=Very easy; 2s=Easy, = long-term measures to deal of factit’s the ideal moment for
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard; = with an equally long-standing mystical speculation and day-
Ss=VeryHard; 6s = (@) complaint. dreams of all kinds.
(7p)

Apauuay] ap(oe[ - 31 PI0IAI J0U ‘1] AW AT 01 JUBM [:IOMSUY
LSAAIA IIOVH ‘NIOYD Y9I -NOLLNT0S
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AROUNDTOWN

Home Grown

INDICULT'S FESTIVE edit ‘Confluence’
focuses on slow fashion and artisanal
products, including textiles, boutique
jewellery, home accessories and con-
temporary art. The event also features
two installations — Khalid Amin
Khatri, a third generation artisan from
the Khatri Ajrakh family, has taken in-
spiration from Humayun’s Tomb. The
second installation, by designer
Khyati Pande, is a homage to ‘an-
grakhas’. Food pop-ups promise de-
lectable regional fare. At Twin Art
Gallery,IGNCA, on October 18 and 19,
from 11 am to 8 pm.

Diwali Melas

ONE OF the most-awaited Diwali
melas in the Capital, several stalls at
the Blind School Mela have NGOs sell-
ing their wares. Choose from a variety
of products, from home decor items
to colourful lamps, diyas and
apparel. Till October 24 at Blind School
Grounds, Lodhi Road.

RUNNING ANNUALLY for over 50
years, the Sundar Nagar Diwali Mela s
renowned for its decorations and fun-
filled rides and games. On sale are
handmade home decor merchandise,
apparel and Diwali wares,among oth-
ers. On October 19 and 20 at Sundar
Nagar Park, Sundar Nagar. Entry
ticket: Rs 100.

By the Yard

CELEBRATING 20 years of their exhi-
bition “Sarees of India”, the Delhi
Crafts Council presents ‘Ode to
Natural Dyes’ in this edition. Textiles
in natural dyes developed by the par-
ticipants of their workshop will also
be ondisplay at the Aga Khan Hall, till
October 19, from 11 amto 7 pm.

Perfect Plan

AN INDIAN adaptation of Agatha
Christie’s detective novel Towards
Zero, promises to hold within it in-
trigue, murder, deception, and mys-
tery. The whodunnit finds friends and
family gathered together in a lonely,
cliff-perched seaside house. Will they
become unsuspecting victims for a
murderous psychopath? The English
play by Dramatech will be staged at
Shri Ram Centre Auditorium, Mandi
House, on October 19 and 20, at 7 pm.
Tickets on BookMyShow.

Plate Up

ENJOY AN Assamese meal at Food
Exchange, the restaurant at Novotel
New Delhi Aerocity. The dishes in-
clude Chicken in Black Sesame,
Duckmeat with Ashgourd, Banana
Blossom Black Chana and Black Dal
Khar. On till October 21

Tilling for Answers

Artist duo Jiten Thukral and Sumir Tagra probe the agrarian crisis in India in

VANDANAKALRA

LASTNOVEMBER, when thousands of farmers
from across India marched towards the
Parliament in Delhi, among the several cam-
eras documenting their journey was that of
artist duo Jiten Thukral and Sumir Tagra. “We
wanted to understand the issues and lend our
support,” says Tagra. The Gurugram-based
artists spent two days with the farmers at
Ramlila Maidan. The numerous hours of
footage has resulted in the 23-minute docu-
mentary Kisan Mukti March that s part of their
exhibition, “Bread Circuses and I”, at Nature
Morte in Delhi. The issues visitors hear about
at the exhibition — from failed promises of
loan waiver to higher cost of commodities due
to GST — might now seem familiar but are still
pertinent. “The documentation delvesinto the
trials and tribulations of farmers. We did not
want to put the camera on the faces of peo-
ple.Itdid not feel right to intrude on their pain
and be that intimidating,” says Tagra.

For several years, now the duo has been
researching on the ground, interacting with
the Baru Sahib Academy that interviewed
families of farmers who committed suicide in
Punjab. They also visited villages in Haryana
and Sangrur district in Punjab that has
recorded suicide cases among cotton grow-
ers. “One thing led to the other. At first, we
were just trying to understand the issues,” says
Tagra. Their findings have translated into
works of art that discuss varied but intercon-
nected issues — from fragmentation of land
holdings to lower crop yields, inherited in-
debtedness and rising inflation. On the roof of
the gallery, the two artists have painted deriv-
atives based on the agrarian crisis — from the
‘discrimination basis’ to ‘fragmentation of land
holding’. At the entrance is the video Surjeet
Singh, named after its protagonist, who, over
aspan of 10 years, met around 2,500 families
of deceased farmers on the day of their deaths
to fill out the application for their demise.
Scrolling down are details on individual
farmer deaths — from the name to date of de-
mise, and the way he died. “We got this data
from NGOs,” says Tagra. In the adjoining room
is the installation Aftermath. Pages from the
Swaminathan Commission Report, which as-
sessed the problems faced by farmersin India,
are neatly placed on the floor, with a pesticide
spray machine spraying intermittently on

their latest exhibition

(Above) Jiten Thukral and Sumir Tagra;
their current work is influenced by
their personal histories, memories and
family backgrounds

them. “We have tried to create an open field
and the reports have been placed as harvested
crops. The pesticide sprays after every 30 min-
utes, which is an average time of one farmer
suicide in India,” says Tagra.

The two first met in the mid ‘90s at the
Government College of Art, Chandigarh,
where Thukral was Tagra’s senior. They
worked as art directors in an advertising firm
before they began working together some
years later, getting their first break in 2005
with a solo at Nature Morte. The moniker
Thukral and Tagra was introduced in the
white cube, and in the coming years a series
of artworks were created under their label
Bosedk. The satirical and kitsch works often
commented on a range of contemporary con-
cerns, from shifting family values to migrant
dreams among the youth of Punjab and com-
mercialisation in art. “It is our constant en-
deavour to manifest stories of our
times,” says Tagra.

The current set of work
is no different. It is also
influenced by their
own personal his-

Unity in Delicacies

The Aajeevika India Food Court brings popular as
well as little-known dishes from across India

POOJAPILLAI

act with customers. Most of them are buy-
ing fresh produce every day, and they tell us
that they have also learned how to procure

THE BEST compliment that Pratiksha
Prakash Chanankar and her team of five have
received is that the mere taste of their food
was enough to transport one customer to
Goa. “This gentleman, who had our fish fry,
said, ‘If I stand here, then I'm in Delhi, but
when I stand before your stall, it’s like 'm in
Goa.’ That was among the nicest feedback
we've received from any of our customers,”
says the 49-year-old entrepreneur from
Bicholim, Goa. She’s a participant at the
Aajeevika India Food Court, India Gate
Lawns, Delhi, besides the stalls that repre-
sent 19 other Indian states.

The food court is part of SARAS (Sale of
Articles of Rural Artisans Society) Aajeevika
Mela, an initiative by the Ministry of Rural
Development (MRD). “These are all women
who knew they could cook and sell their
food, but what they're learning here is how
to present and serve their dishes and inter-

raw materials and bargain a good price for
them. They have that confidence now,” says
Aakriti Gupta, thematic anchor at the
Kudumbashree National Resource
Organisation, which has collaborated with
MRD and the National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM) to set up the food court.
Kudumbashree, the State Poverty
Eradication Mission of Kerala, has been or-
ganising food festivals under the name Cafe
Kudumbashree India Food Court, since 2011.
“Everything is provided free of charge. The
entrepreneurs only have to spend on the raw
materials. Everything that they earn goes to
them 100 per cent,” says Gupta.

Sonadevi, a 32-year-old from Panchkula,
Haryana, says that on Saturday, her stall
earned Rs 35,000, while on Sunday, the earn-
ings went up to Rs 40,000. “When we had
participated in a food court in Kerala earlier,
the most that we earned ona ssingle day was

tories, memories and background — belong-
ing to middle-class families. Tagra’s fatheris a
businessman in Ludhiana and Thukral’s is an
artist and wrestler who owns an akhada in
Jalandhar. “In the past, we have been thinking
of researching on displacement and related
concerns. We realised how some of these peo-
ple come from farming backgrounds, and find
that there is no scope anymore and that's how
the displacement happens. Our access points
to the subject matter is through our family his-
tories and that is probably why I understand
food, weather, and language,” says Tagra.

In the exhibited series Farmeris a Wrestler,
the metaphor of agriculture as a wrestling
bout depicts how like a wrestler’s physical
and mental struggle, farmers are also fight-
ing an agrarian crisis. While the drawings in
the series make a direct comparison, during
the showing of the exhibition at Yorkshire
Sculpture Park in London in the summer in
2019, central to the exhibition, “Bread,
Circuses & TBD” was a game based on kushti.
Awrestling mat on the floor was marked with
different symbols and numbers, and during
the game, viewers learnt more about the chal-
lenges faced by the farmers. Occupying the
surrounding walls were pieces from a circu-
lar canvas with layered narratives. While the
game could not be set up at the exhibition in
Delhi due to paucity of space, in another in-
stallation in castiron, titled A Dozen - Distress
Symbols, placed on a table are distress math-
ematical symbols, posing before the viewers
the complicated crisis that seems impossible
toresolve.

The exhibition is at Nature Morte, A-1, Block A,
Neeti Bagh, Delhi, till October 19

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ARC OF HONOUR

Albanian novelist and poet Ismail Kadare has won the
2020 Neustadt International Prize for Literature, known
to be the “American Nobel”. Kadare, a champion of
democracy, rose to fame on the strength of his poetry and
his first novel, The General of the Dead Army (1963).

Orchestra of Motifs

Producer Sanaya Ardeshir aka Sandunes on
‘Hand of Thought’, her latest collaborative project

Sanaya Ardeshir aka Sandunes; Sandunes during an earlier collaboration with
drummer Richard Spaven for Red Bull (below)

ANUSHREE MAJUMDAR

IN 2017, when I was in Berlin as part of the
Border Movement Residency, I visited the
Red Bull Music Studios, where I had the op-
portunity to develop music on a piano, again.
This was after some years of not having ac-
cess to one,and many years of using my lap-
top as my starting point,” says 29-year-old
Sanaya Ardeshir aka Sandunes, a few days
before her latest collaborative performance,
“Hand of Thought”, at Liberty Cinema in
Mumbai. On Sunday evening, the Mumbai-
based producer and composer will take her
place behind the piano (with electronics),
and will be accompanied by instrumental-
ists Shirish Malhotra, Rhys Sebastian and
arranger Neil Waters as orchestrator, for a
show that combines her love for integrating
studio and the stage. Excerpts:

How has Kosho Uchiyama’s book,
Opening the Hand of Thought:
Foundations of Zen Buddhist Practice
(2004), informed this performance?
‘Opening the hand of thought'is a beau-
tiful and simple technique that had plenty
of timely application within the world of
these numerically devised, generative piano
motifs that [ was composing. Somewhere
between muscle memory and flow state lay
my ability to play these passes. But my point
of access to them was only in a very present
state of mind. It felt like these seed ideas
were sort of ensconced in some version of
my hand of thought — and to play them, I
had to do the work of opening the hand.

Did you think of a minimalist sound at
once or did that happen gradually?
Iworked on an audiovisual project called
Different Trains 1947 in 2017 — my headspace
had really soaked up piano minimalism
then.I'd been thinking about programming

music and it took several months for the
ideas to actually take shape, but they began
coming together through repetitive, incre-
mental piano phrases, almost like rudi-
ments, to be practised as finger exercises.

When did you conceive this show?
In2016, we had the opportunity tofilma
performance video at the Red Bull studio in
Berlin; I performed one of the piano pieces
thatI'd been working on, and it forced me to
prepare the particular piece to be as perform-
ance-ready as I could get it. | began to get a
sense that this was something [ would cer-
tainly love to bring together with a horn sec-
tion, potentially string quartet, more synth
players and in the future, even an orchestra.

What are we going to hear on Sunday?
Music that is cinematic, sparse, dense,

electronic,and acousticall atonce —and one

extremely talented horn section.

How much did Berlin play a partin
these compositions?

Quitealot. Each time Iwasin that city for
various projects, the music had an opportu-
nity to be incubated a little further. The in-
ception, and a significant chunk of its devel-
opment, all happened at various stages of
time I spent there. Most memorably, at my
friend Nora’s, on her parent’s Steinway grand.

‘Hand of Thought’ will be held at Liberty
Cinema, Mumbai, on October 20, at 7 pm

SNAP SHOTS

Off Track

THE LION King’ s Disney remake failed
toimpress Elton John, who says that the
film, featuring score by Beyoncé and
Donald Glover, was a huge “disappoint-
ment” because its makers “messed the
music up.” John, who scored for the 1994
animated classic, said “the magic and
joy” were lost in Jon Favreau’s film.

Abhinav Saha

Up Close

FOR JD Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye
proved to be both scandalous and life-
changing. But there was more to the
rather private man. An exhibition,
“ID Salinger”, at the New York Public
Library, will have letters, collectibles,and
photos, besides the original typewritten
manuscript of The Catcherin the Rye.

(Clockwise from above) Traditional metal craft at the mela;
assortment of sweets from Assam; tapioca with fish curry

from Kerala

Rs 25,000.Of course, the demand there was
for non-vegetarian food, while we served
only vegetarian food, so that definitely made
adifference,” she says, “We didn’tinitially of-
fer churma here, since both Rajasthan and
Punjab were offering it. But one of our cus-
tomers insisted that we do so, saying that
Haryanvi special churmais different and that
made us realise that we should play to our
strengths,” she says.

The states being represented at the food
court, besides Goa, are Kerala, Uttarakhand,

Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Sikkim, Telangana, Tripura,
Maharashtra, Punjab, West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Haryana, Jharkhand
and Uttar Pradesh.

Gupta informs that while the food stalls
of Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan are doing
very well —unsurprising, given the location
of the mela — customers have also been keen
to explore little-known dishes from other
parts of the country. Evidence of this is avail-
able onalarge board, covered in sticky notes,

near the exit. While most have been appre-
ciative of the diversity of food available, cer-
tain dishes such as the vanasundari kozhi (a
spicy chicken preparation from Attapadi,
Kerala), Hyderabadi dum biryani (from
Telangana)and fish fry (from Goa), have been
especially popular. “While the main idea is
to help rural women entrepreneurs learn
how to do business, the underlying theme
of the food court is diversity,” says Gupta.
The SARAS Agjeevika Mela is at India Gate
Lawns, New Delhi, till October 23
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Indo-Pak bilateral
cricket subject to

approval: Ganguly

Kolkata: BCCI president-elect Sourav
Ganguly has said that the resumption of bi-
lateral cricketing ties between India and
Pakistanis subject to approval from India's
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his
counterpart Imran Khan.

When the question of cricket between
the two countries came up during a media
briefing, Ganguly said, “You have to ask that
question to Modi ji and the Pakistan Prime
Minister... Of course we have (to take per-
mission), because international exposure
(tours) is all through governments. So we
don't have an answer to that question,” the
former India captain added.

The last time both neighbours featured
in a bilateral series was in 2012, when India
hosted Pakistan for a limited-overs series
comprising two T20Is and three ODIs.

The 47-year-old Ganguly, who will take
charge as BCCI's next president on October
23, had led India on the historic tour of
Pakistan in 2004, the first bilateral series
since the Kargil war in 1999 and India's first
visit to Pakistan since 1989.

Sachin’s two cents on Ganguly

Meanwhile in Mumbai, Sachin
Tendulkar said he is expecting Ganguly to
play his role as BCCI President as passion-
ately as he played the game during his ex-
tremely successful career. Ganguly is set to
take over the BCCI's reins October 23 at the
Board's Annual General Meeting.

“The way he played his cricket, the way
he has gone out and served the nation, I
have no doubt that he will serve (as BCCI
President) in same capacity and in the
same manner, with same passion and same
focus. That is what I know of him,”
Tendulkar, said.

—PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

In the future,
Ranchi ‘will
think twice
before hosting
a Test match’

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
RANCHI,OCTOBER 17

The Jharkhand State Cricket Association
(JSCA) will “think twice before hosting a
Test match” next time after having sold just
1500 tickets for the third India-South Africa
game to be played at Ranchi’s 39000-ca-
pacity stadium from Saturday.

The association kept the ticket prices af-
fordable — Rs 250 per day is the lowest.
They also opened five counters at the JSCA
Stadium, but, till Thursday, there were few
takers. At Pune, India achieved a record
11th consecutive Test series wins at home.
Only a handful of spectators went through
the turnstiles to witness history. Ranchi is
hardly going to be any different despite the
fact that the JSCA has distributed 5,000
complimentary tickets to security person-
nel and another 10,000 tickets to schools,
clubs and academies.

The new JSCA president, Nafis Khan,
told The Indian Express: “Next time, maybe
we have to think twice before hosting a Test
match. At the same time, we can’t say no
also. If the state associations start rejecting
Test cricket, the purest form of the game
would die. It’s very sad to see empty stands.
We have to make certain changes to the
Test format.”

As the JSCA has received Rs 1 crore from
the BCCI for hosting the Test, they will not
incur a loss. But at the next BCCI general
body meeting, the JSCA officialdom might
raise the Test revival issue, and like the BCCI
president-elect Sourav Ganguly, the JSCA
president, too, thinks pink-ball Test could
be an option.

A couple of days ago, while talking to
the reporters, Ganguly had said: “I always
believe that’s (day/night Test) the way for-
ward in Test cricket. Games are being
played before empty stands.”

CRICKATE

‘IDIOT’ MARSH

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

All-rounder Mitchell Marsh is set to miss the opening Test against
Pakistan, beginning Nov. 21, after fracturing his right hand punching
a wall, with Australian coach Justin Langer branding him "an idiot".
Marsh took his frustrations out in the changing rooms after he was
dismissed for 53 in a Sheffield Shield match.

The Duchess of Cambridge, Catherine, hits an aerial shot as Shahin Shah Afridi stands behind the wicket in Lahore on Thursday. The Duchess and the Duke of
Cambridge, Prince William, played a game of cricket during their visit to Pakistan's National Cricket Academy in the city. AP

Dread rubber

On their tour of South Africa in 2018, India had won the third Test after losing the first two. But don't
expect any such heroics from the depleted and demoralised Proteas when they take the field on Saturday

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
RANCHI,OCTOBER 17

DEAN ELGAR needed a concussion test after
being hit on the grille by a Jasprit Bumrah
bouncer. On-field umpires lan Gould and
Aleem Dar had stopped play because they
wanted to consult with match referee Andy
Pycroft if the Wanderers pitch was too dan-
gerous for the third Test between South Africa
and India in January last year to continue.

It was only the third time in the history
of Test cricket that a match had been
stopped because the umpires weren’t satis-
fied with the condition of the pitch.
Eventually, after Faf du Plessis and Virat
Kohli met the match officials, it was decided
that the game would continue. India went
on to win by 63 runs on a pitch which at
times virtually took the mickey out of the
batsmen from both sides. Kohli’s team
showed courage and character to bounce
back after losing the first two Tests of the
three-match series.

Cut to the present, and the JSCA
International Stadium at Ranchi would be
hosting the third Test between the two
teams from Saturday. India have already
won the first two of the series but an India-
like comeback, a laJo’burg, looks well-nigh
impossible from the Proteas here. A de-
pleted squad hampers their chances all
right, but that’s just a side story. With the
JSCA pitch unlikely to offer any unpre-
dictability, the visitors will have very little
‘elbow room’ to cause an upset. On a level
playing field, Kohli’s India are head and
shoulders above du Plessis’s South Africain
terms of quality.

Till early evening on Thursday, the
Ranchi pitch had a thin grass cover. A mem-
ber of the ground staff predicted no further
change. He described the 22 yards as “a typ-
ical Indian wicket”, offering scope to read
between the lines.

No, it’s not going to be a dust bowl and

You get to know yourself quite a
lot in India, says SA opener Elgar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI,OCTOBER 17

SOUTH AFRICA opener Dean Elgar says he got
“stretched” as a cricketer and learned a lot
more about himself during what has been a
humbling India tour, part of which included
visiting “smaller places and staying in hotels”
not that good.

“It's a challenging tour. You get stretched
as a person, you get stretched as a cricketer,
[ think you get to know yourself quite alot as
a person when you come to the smaller
places where the hotels are maybe not as
good, and you get challenged on the field,”
Elgar said. “It's always a good learning curve
coming to India.”

The introduction of the World Test
Championship means South Africa still have
“quite a lot to play for” in the third Test de-
spite conceding the series, Elgar said.

“Back in the day it was always a bit of a
dead rubber game but now with the World

Test Championships around, we still have
points to play for,” Elgar said. “We can still get
40 points by following our process against
India in the last Test. That's something we
can't neglect going into this game. There is
still alot to play for,” he added.

Elgar, who became the first South African
batsman to score a hundred in India after nine
years during the opening Test, said the Proteas
batsmen will have to go back to the basics to
tackle the Indian bowlers in the final game.

“It'sno secret thatit'sbeena bit of a chal-
lenge for all of us. We haven't played our
greatest cricket, consistent cricket. But we
are trying to be positive. The senior players
are trying to keep the guys motivated. We
are still representing our country whichis an
immensely proud moment for every player.

“We still motivate everyone within our
squad. It has been a challenging few weeks
butit's still not too gloomy for us. We are up-
beat, the morale in the camp s still very good.
We still have one game and we can actually
change quite alot.”

Cheteshwar Pujara scored a double hundred (202) when India last played a Test in

Ranchi — against Australia in 2017. PTI

the autumn sunshine won’t be harsh
enough to disintegrate the top soil. But spin
could be a “major factor” from the third day
onwards. A thin grass cover is expected to
help the quicks initially.

Black clay soil is used for pitch prepara-
tion at this venue. “It’s a very high quality
clay soil that rules out the possibility of the
pitch turning into a dust bowl,” the
groundsman informed, adding that this
type of soil has a “structural difference”
compared to the pitch for the second Test
in Pune, for example, because of its “differ-
ent chemical composition”.

When a black clay soil of this type is
used, the top soil becomes “very hard” af-
ter rolling. The JSCA ground staff have been
working on the pitch for the last 15 days.

Black clay soil is not inimical to produc-
ing arank turner. It depends on the prepara-
tion and the amount of grass left on the sur-

face. Also, the pitch behaves differently de-
pending on the way the curator puts the fin-
ishing touches; whether it’s glossy or a matt
finish. Itis learnt that the JSCA Stadium sur-
face has a significant tilt towards the latter.

The World Test Championship has given
context even to dead rubbers. South Africa
might have lost the first two Tests, but they still
have 40 points to play for in the final game of
the series. Every Test series under the World
Test Championship has a total of 120 points at
stake. But to make matters worse for the visi-
tors, their leading spinner, Keshav Maharaj, has
been ruled out of the Ranchi Test due to a
shoulder injury he suffered in Pune.

After insult, self-inflicted injury

The left-arm spinner carried the bulk of
South Africa’s spin bowling in the first two Tests
— 127 overs and six wickets. His replacement,
27-year-old George Linde, is yet to play an in-

ternational match. The other two spinners in
the Proteas ranks, Dane Piedt and Senuran
Muthusamy, have looked pedestrian so far.

Also, opener Aiden Markram is out of the
third Test with a self-inflicted wrist injury. He
had “lashed out at a solid object” after his dis-
missal in the second innings at Pune. His frus-
tration was a carry-forward of a howler - the
opener chose not to review a leg-before deci-
sion, while replays showed the ball would have
missed leg stump.

“A CT scan of Aiden Markram’s wrist
showed a fracture involving the wrist bones.
The medical team has therefore ruled him out
of the next Test match against India.
Arrangements have been made for him to see
aspecialist on his return to South Africa for fur-
ther management of the injury,” South Africa
team doctor Hashendra Ramjee said.

Markram departed for South Africa on
Wednesday and his parting quotes captured
his disappointment. “It’s sad to be going home
on this note and I completely understand
whathave done wrong and take full account-
ability for it. It's unacceptable in a Proteas en-
vironment and to let the team down is what
hurts me the most. I have learned a lot from
this and the other players, I'm sure, have
learned from it as well.”

There’s asilver lining though, as Lungi Ngidi
isedging closer to full fitness. If the fast bowler
returns to the fold, then he and Kagiso Rabada
will form a formidable new-ball pair. But to
bounce back on a “typical Indian surface”,
South Africa probably need to take a leaf out
of Peter Handscomb’s book.

In March 2017, when Ranchi hosted the
third Test between India and Australia,
Handscomb’s ‘never-say-die’ 72 not outin the
second innings had earned a respectable
draw for the Aussies. In the first innings, Steve
Smith was resplendent in his mastery; an un-
beaten 178.

Batting-wise, the post-AB de Villiers and
Hashim Amla South Africa barely retain a link
to world-class look. They aren’t showing
enough resolve either.

Women’s cricket: Selectors fume after
being kept out of support staff hiring

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 17

THE SENIOR selection committee (women’s
cricket) has written an email to the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) chief execu-
tive officer, Rahul Johri, stating they have been
kept out of the hiring process of the support
staff for the team, though the constitution gives
them the right to make these appointments.
Itislearnt thatinaletter written by chief se-
lector Hemalata Kala and signed by her col-
leagues, the selectors have raised objections
over the appointment of the senior women
team's trainer, fielding coach and bowling coach
and also renewal of the contract of the physio-
therapist without keeping them in the loop.
The selection committee comprises of
Kala (chairman), Anjali Pendharkar, Shashi
Gupta, Lopamudra Banerjee and Sudha Shah.
Incidentally, the selectors have been asked
to conduct interviews for the post of video

analyst, scheduled to be held in Mumbai on
Friday. However, the selectors are unhappy
about why they were not involved in the
other appointments but asked to be part of
the interview process for the video analyst.
“The trainer was appointed without due
shortlisting process and now ad hoc coaches,
namely the fielding and bowling coaches,
have been appointed for the tour of the West
Indies without involving the selectors.
‘Involving’ is an understatement. We have
not even been intimated about the appoint-
ment of the support staff,” a source in the se-
lection commitee told The Indian Express.
Ravi Shastri was appointed as head coach

The selectors have objected to
the appointment of the senior
women team's trainer, fielding
coach and bowling coach.

by an ad-hoc Cricket Advisory Committee af-
ter which the selectors interviewed support
staff applicants, including for the role of bat-
ting coach which went to Virkarm Rathour.

The BCClI has decided to hire former India
leg-spinner Narendra Hirwani, the bowling
coach at the National Cricket Academy (NCA),
for the women team's tour to the West
Indies. T Dilip has been appointed as the
fielding coach.

Newly-appointed female player represen-
tative in the BCCI's Apex Council Shantha
Rangaswamy felt that their needs to be a
greater representation of womenin the sup-
port staff. “There was a policy before that sup-
port staffin the Indian women's team should
be women. That policy got diluted. Why can't
we have a women support staff with this
team? When will women grow in their roles
as coaches. Even the logistic manager for the
women's team is a man. I will raise this issue
once we formally take over in the BCCl meet-
ing,” Rangaswamy told this paper.

T20: Minnows
chase WC
dream, hosts
marred by
corruption

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
DUBAI,OCTOBER 17

CRICKET'S LESSER lights, including Jersey and
Nigeria, are chasinga “dream” as qualifying for
next year's T20 World Cup gets underway on
Friday, but the start of the tournament will be
overshadowed by three United Arab Emirates
players being charged with corruption.

Scotland are the highest-ranked team in
the competition, with 14 nations vying for
six places in the opening round of next year's
World T20 in Australia, where they would
join Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in attempting
toreach the 'Super 12s'".

But the hosts' preparations for the tour-
nament in Dubai and Abu Dhabi have been
thrown into disarray, after captain
Mohammed Naveed was one of the trio of
UAE players charged by the International
Cricket Council on Wednesday.

Batsman Shaiman Anwar and right-arm
pace bowler Qadeer Ahmed have also been
charged by the ICC, the players facing a total
of 12 counts of breaching the governing body's
anti-corruption rules, as well as being axed
from their country's squad for the qualifiers.

‘My mistake’

“My family is let down, my friends are let
down. Everybody is let down. This was my
mistake,” the 32-year-old Naveed told The
National newspaper.

Naveed added that he had made a mis-
take in failing to report an approach made to
him by a “fixer” who had pretended to be an
official representing a franchise in the T10
League, also slated for the UAE in November.

Ireland are the only Test team having to go
through qualifying and will be expected to
book a sixth straight appearance in the tour-
nament. “We are here to compete at the world
stage,” said Irish skipper Gary Wilson. “We have
a great record in the Middle East and the boys
arelooking forward to a great tournament and
ensure we finish right at the top again.”

The winners of each group of seven will
qualify automatically, with the four remain-
ing spots to be decided in playoffs.

Scotland, 11th in the world T20 rankings,
claimed their first-ever win at a global ICC
tournament in the 2016 edition by beating
Hong Kong, but will be looking to put the pain
of agonisingly missing out on the 50-over
World Cup earlier this year behind them.

They had two chances to secure a place
during last year's qualifying in Zimbabwe,
but lost to Ireland before rain cut short their
tense run chase against two-time world
champions the West Indies.

“It is vitally important not only for us as
Scotland but for every team here,” said
Scotland captain Kyle Coetzer.

Jersey upbeat

The Netherlands, who reached the 'Super
10" round in 2014, Oman, Hong Kong and the
UAE will all be among the favourites to qual-
ify. But the likes of Nigeria, Jersey and Singapore
insist they are not going to just make up the
numbers as they bid to give cricket a boost in
their countries. There was already a shock in
the Asian regional qualifiers, with Singapore
reaching this stage ahead of Nepal, the world's
13th-ranked outfit.

Island team Jersey are playing in their sec-
ond consecutive qualifier, having fallen short
four years ago despite surprise victories over
Hong Kong and Nepal. “For Jersey, it would
probably be the biggest thing that has hap-
pened in our sporting history,” admitted cap-
tain Charles Perchard. “It's a dream of ours to
potentially play in a World Cup next year.”

Nigeria have reached the final stage of qual-
ifying for the first time as cricket continues to
grow in the African country, with their youth
side booking a spot at next year's Under-19
World Cupin South Africa. “It would be a great
thing to be at the World Cup. It would be agreat
history for Nigeria,” said their skipper Ademola
Onikoyi, after his team took the place of
Zimbabwe following their suspension by the
ICC, which was lifted on Monday.

India T20s series:
Sunny, Al-Amin
back in B'desh squad

Dhaka: Left-arm spinner Arafat Sunny and
pacer Al-Amin Hossain were recalled as
Bangladesh on Thursday announced a 15-
member squad for next month's three-game
T20I series against India. Opener Tamim
Igbal also made a comeback after a break
during which he missed the tri-series at
home involving Afghanistan and Zimbabwe.

Both Sunny and Hossain have been out
of contention for a long time having played
their last T20I in 2016. The 33-year-old
Sunny, who has taken 12 wickets in 10 T20Is,
was suspended during the 2016 ICC World
Twenty20 for an illegal bowling action. He
had also spent two months injail after being
arrested in 2017 for his involvement in a fam-
ily dispute. The 29-year-old Hossain also last
featured in the 2016 ICC World Twenty20.

The T20I series will begin with the first
match on November 3 at Feroz Shah sta-
dium in New Delhi. The next two games are
at Rajkot and Nagpur on November 7 and
10 respectively.
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Shoe

bites

Kipchoge’s record run vindicates that shoe technology makes marathon track uneven playing field

NIHALKOSHIE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17/

EVERY MONTH marathoner Nitendra Singh
Rawat browses through Nike's official web-
site looking for discounts on running shoes.
He clocks between 230 and 250 kilometres
a week during training and a pair of shoes
lasts him barely a month.

Each time Rawat, a naib subedar of the
Indian Army, buys a pair, the average price of
which is Rs 15,000, it burns a hole in his
pocket . “If the model costs over Rs 20,000,
there is the additional cost of customs duty,"
laments Rawat. His foot size is 8.5 (UK) so he
has to import the shoes for the perfect fit,
half-an-inch smaller and it is too tight; half-
an-inch bigger and it is loose. At any cost, he
needs the best shoe he can afford, preferably
a Nike, he says.

Marathoners gravitate to the swoosh-
brand because it was worn by those who
have run the fastest five marathons ever.

On Saturday Kenya's Eliud Kipchoge
broke the two-hour barrier (1:59:40) in the
marathon, with the help of a dedicated team
of pacermakers guided by laser beams dur-
ing a time-trial which was run on a flat 4.3
kilometer stretch. The historic runin Vienna
won't make it to the record books as this was-
n't a competitive marathon.

What it did do was open a debate on
whether the hybrid shoe the Kenyan wore
was akin to 'technological doping' and
changed the sport of running into an arms
race between sports-shoe manufacturers.

Kipchoge, according to the Nike website,
wore the yet-to-be-commercially released
version of the VaporFly Next% series, rein-
forcing the belief among marathoners that
what you wear on your feet could be the sin-
gle biggest difference when it comes to shav-
ing off seconds and even minutes in the
42.195 kilometre race.

Kipchoge, the official world record holder,
and the other legend of this era Kenenisa
Bekele, the second fastest marathon runner,
have the advantage of using cutting edge cus-
tom-made shoes that push the envelope in
terms of running technology.

But this footwear is out of reach of those
outside the pantheon of greats—like Rawat.
At least as of now.

In April this year Rawat participated in
the London Marathon where he finished
27thand clocked 2 hours, 15 minutes and 59
seconds. He was wearing a shoe which had
a relatively flat sole compared to the thick
cushioning on the latest Nike version. He re-
members the discomfort when running over
a gradient.

Being abroad, he took the opportunity to
scout for the particular model Kipchoge had
worn when he set the world record (2:01:39)
at Berlin last year—a hybrid model which had
the upper of the VaporFly Elite and the out-
sole of VaporNext%.

Rawat was happy about the bargain deal
he got at a store in London. “It was much
cheaper than what I would have had to pay
online," Rawat says.

When he slipped them on and trained,
it brought a smile to his face. “Felt the dif-
ference immediately. The feel of the road
was different and I felt like my feet were
getting energy from the shoe each time |
took a step. It was almost like someone was
assisting me while running by pushing me
from the back,” Rawat says. “Of course a
shoe which costs Rs 25,000 would come
with its benefits,” Rawat says.

Even if Rawat breaks the bank to buy the
model in which Kipchoge broke the two-
hour barrier, it will take him months to get
his hands on one. “ have been buying shoes
for years and usually when it comes to the
latest model, they are produced in small
batches of about 100 or so. So they are not
available immediately. It takes at least six
months for a new model to be sold in the
market and by that time the next genera-
tion shoe is out. So in a way, runners like me
are always a technology-cycle behind,"
Rawat adds.

Experts who have taken apart the shoe
have discovered a carbon-fibre plate in the
sole of the Nike Vaporfly series, which lab
tests have shown help a runner become 4
percent more efficient.

Yannis Pitsiladis, one of the founders of
the initial project to break the sub-two bar-
rier, calls for shoe technology becoming more
egalitarian for a level-playing field.

Zareen demands trial with Mary, writes to

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

FORMER JUNIOR world champion boxer
Nikhat Zareen has written to Sports
Minister Kiren Rijiju, demanding a trial
bout against the celebrated M C Mary Kom
before India's squad for next year's Olympic
Qualifiers is decided.

Mary Kom (51kg) claimed her eighth
world medal at the recently-concluded
championships in Russia. She was selected
for the event ahead of Zareen, who was re-
fused a trial by the Boxing Federation of
India (BFI), which decided to go by Mary
Kom's consistent performances while
making the choice.

The BFI now also plans to send Mary Kom
for the Olympic qualifiers on the back of her
bronze-winning show at the world champi-
onships, moving away from the previous de-
cision to give direct selection only to the gold
and silver winners.

The qualifiers will be held in China in
February next year. “Sir, the very basis of
sport is fairplay and need to keep proving

Eliud Kipchoge (white vest) wore the yet-to-be commercially released version of VaporFly Next Series , which according to
the experts powered him to break the two-hour barrier last week. AP

| felt like my feet were getting
energy from the shoe each timel
took a step. It was almost like
someone was assisting me while
running by pushing me from the
back.”

NITENDRARAWAT
MARATHONER, WHO TRIED KIPCHOGE'S SHOES

“This is up to the individual sporting
federations to make sure there is fairness
in sport. My view and that of the Sub2 proj-
ect is that we have to use technology to in-
novate and make sport safer but we should
never sacrifice fairness to achieve this. The
public demands more and more of our ath-
letes, which means the sport is becoming
less and less safe. We want our athletes to
do things which they are not designed to
do. Technology helps them to do things but
as long as the technology is available to all
—the so-called ‘spirit of universality of
sport’—then I totally agree technology
should be used. It is certainly unfair if only
select individuals can have access to the
best technology," Pitsiladis says.

India’s other top marathoner, Thonakal
Gopi, is currently better off than his contem-
porary Rawat.

A prototype

After years of scrounging for shoes, from
brands like Nike and Adidas, Gopi got a boost
when Asics gave him a contractin December.
At the IAAF World Championships earlier
this month, Gopi wore a pair of Asics, a pro-
totype of sorts similar to what Kipchoge had
on his feet, to clock 2:15.57 and finish 27th.

Post-race, like elite marathon runners do,
Gopi gave his feedback to the company. The
athlete talks about how there is a constant
stream of communication with the sports
wear brand to improve running technology
to help a marathoner go faster.

"I noticed that when I crossed about 30
kilometres, the first model of the shoe Asics
had given me used to emit a sound when my
foot hit the road. So I gave them the feedback
and they changed itimmediately and gave me
an updated pair. | am satisfied with the pair of

Former junior world champ Zareen
says she wants a chance, not a favour.

oneself each and every time. Even Olympic
gold medallists have to fight again to qualify
to represent the country,” she wrote in the
letter.

“I have been inspired by Mary Kom since

The shoe is the most important
equipment for amarathon runner.
A shoe can make or break arace
however great a marathon runner
oneis, especially with technology
being updated so often.”

TGOPI
MARATHONER, FINISHED 21ST AT WORLDS

Asics I used during the world championships
in Doha. There were light and at the same time
provided the right amount of protection and
cushioning. The shoe is the most important
equipment for amarathon runner. A shoe can
make or break a race however great a
marathon runner one is, especially with tech-
nology being updated so often,"” Gopi adds.

Hugh Jones, winner of the London,
Stockholm and Oslo marathons in the early
80s, talks about a time when science was sim-
plewhenit came to shoes. Jones was the course
measurer at Vienna where Kipchoge broke the
two-hour barrier.

“Everybody says they (the shoes) do have
some impact, some push back that givesyoua
boost. In our days shoes were just simple shoes
and you were mainly trading off the weight
against the support. So you would have arace
shoe which was light but didn't have much
support and a training shoe which would be
heavier and have more support. But now there
seems to be a different range (of parameters)
against which you measure the performance
of the shoe," Jones, who s the race director for
the Delhi half marathon, says.

Witnessing first-hand Kipchoge's feat at
Vienna has made Jones cautiously optimistic
about a human being breaking the two-hour
mark in an open marathon. “I have revised
my thoughts on it since Kipchoge got to work
because I would have thought before that it
would not have happened in my lifetime.
think it will happen in my lifetime now but
it might take a while yet. It is coming but
(Vienna) has given the false impression of
how close we are by him doing it in a con-
trolled environment.”

The aids Kichoge got, including the shoes,
Jones says made it a 'scientific experiment’
rather than a pure marathon.

Iwas a teenager. The best way I can do justice
to this inspiration was to strive to be as great
aboxer as her. And Mary Kom is too big a leg-
end in sport to need to hide from competi-
tion and not actually defend her Olympic
qualification,” she said.

Interestingly, the BFI criteria for men
made it possible for even the bronze-win-
ners to get direct selection. “After all, if 23-
time gold-medallist Michael Phelps has to
re-qualify every time for the Olympics, the
rest of us should do the same.”

Mary Kom has maintained that she
would follow the BFI guidelines on selec-
tion trials and will compete if asked by the
federation. The Sports Ministry is not enti-
tled to intervene in selection matters of any
national federation unless requested by the
parent international body as any such uni-
lateral move is considered a violation of the
Olympic Charter.

Zareen said even if she were to lose the
trial bout, should she get one, she would
feel content about at least getting a chance.
“I look for no favours, just fairplay. And
whether Mary Kom or any other boxer
qualifies after the trial, we can at least sleep
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How technology aids running

TECHNOLOGICAL DOPING?

ELIUD KIPCHOGE broke the world record
by 78 seconds in Berlin last year, while
wearing a version of Nike’s

Vaporfly shoe.He alsobecame

the first athlete to run a sub
two-hour marathon last

Saturday at Vienna. Though the

time won't enter the record

books, it has raised questions

whether footwear advances is

resulting in technological dop-

ing, the same way Speedo’s LZR full-body
suits in swimming revolutionized the sport
and resulted in a large number of world
records tumbling before it was banned.

FIVE-FASTEST TIMINGS

IN MAY 2017, Kipchoge made his first at-
tempt to break the two-hour barrier but
fell short by 26 seconds at the Monza
racetrack. Back then, it was believed the
version of the shoe which he wore —
which is legal and sold in stores now —
would have given him an advantage.
They were called the Vaporfly Elite. The
Vaporfly series of shoes, lab tests have
shown subsequently, helps an athlete to

Two pods in the midsole, either
filled with fluid or patented foam,
along with carbon-fibre plates
provide ‘bounce’ during running.

be 4 per cent more efficient. Two weeks
before Kipchoge's feat in Vienna,
Ethiopian great Kenesisa Bekele, another
runner who uses the Vaporfly, came
within two seconds of the
former’s world record. A day
after the two-hour barrier
fell, Kenya's Brigid Kosgei
broke the 16-year-old
women's record at the
Chicago marathon. The five
fastest marathon timings
have been posted by athletes
using the Vaporfly series.

SPACE-CRAFT TECHNOLOGY

THE LATEST version of the shoe has not
been released in the market but pictures
on social media show that in addition to
using patented foam called ZoomX; it also
has a carbon-fibre plate/plates and two
cushioning pods in the mid-sole. It is also
not clearif the pods are fluid-filled or foam
filled but on impact they are supposed to
absorb the force of impact, distribute it to
the carbon-fibre plates then provide a
boost to the runner's next step to ensure
he gets a feeling of 'bouncing' instead of
running. ENS

“The best marketing of a shoe
ever done in sporting history’

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 17

LAST WEEK, Olympic champion and world
record holder Eliud Kipchoge of Kenya became
the first man to runa marathoninside 2 hours,
when he achieved a timing of 1:59.40 in
Vienna. The quest to runamarathoninside two
hours began five years ago, when Yannis
Pitsiladis - a professor of sport science with
University of Brighton - launched his own sub-
2 project. Pitsiladis was present in Vienna
when Kipchoge crossed the line. “But in the
20-25,000 people there, I probably was the
only one to realise what really was going on,”
he says.Inaninterview with The Indian Express,
Pitsiladis explains why he considers this a 'fake
sub-2 marathon' and his plan to achieve the
feat within International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF) rules.

You were there when Eliud crossed the
line. What were your emotions?

Iwas excited about the fact that people around
me were excited. But [ was watching the
achievement of a fake sub-2 marathon. People
were cheering along, getting all excited watch-
ing something that was fabricated. I'm not tak-
ing away anything from the athlete. He prob-
ably does believe he created history because
in and around him, people have been playing
that narrative again and again. But he hasn't
made history. They kept on comparing him to
Roger Bannister but there's no comparison to
that feat. It's the best marketing of a shoe ever
done in history.

Steve Magness, the high-performance
coach, said the shoes helped all the
runners shave off considerable time.
There has been talk about pacemakers as
well. What did you make of all the factors
that went into play that day?

at night knowing that every one of the can-

didate for the best possible opportunity to
make India proud at Olympics,"” she said.

Bindra backs Zareen's
demand

India's only individual Olympic gold
medallist shooter Abhinav Bindra on
Thursday backed Nikhat Zareen's demand
for a trial bout against celebrated boxer M
C Mary Kom before India's squad for next
year's Olympic Qualifiers is decided.

Former junior world champion boxer
Zareen, who was refused a trial by the
Boxing Federation of India (BFI) for the
World Championships, has written to
Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju, demanding a
"fair chance"” to make it to the team for the
Olympic qualifiers to be held in February
next year. "While [ have all the respect for
Marykom, Fact is, an athletes life is an of-
fering of proof. Proof that we can be as good
as yesterday. Better than yesterday. Better
than tomorrows man /woman. In sport,
yesterday NEVER counts,” Bindra wrote on
his twitter handle.

Pitsiladis still considers Kipchoge’s
record a fake sub-two.

Steve is absolutely correct. The biggest factor
that we saw in Vienna was indeed the shoe.
Until they make the shoe available for us toin-
spector they publish their own data, we won't
know to what magnitude (they had an im-
pact). Based on the literature that already ex-
ists, the previous version of the shoe provided
some individuals up to six per cent benefit. So
given that, and also the fact that shoe was de-
signed for Eliud, this prototype may be more
than that. It could probably provide himan ad-
vantage of 3 or 4 minutes.

Pacemakers made a small impact. I think
the pacing aspect was over-emphasised al-
though we don't have the data yet. If you com-
pare Monza (where this was first attempted in
2017)and Vienna, he got 25-30 per cent more
boost from the fans. Monza had no fans; they
learnt from that. When the marathon gets
hard, which is about 1.35km from the finish,
the crowd can really motivate a runner. At the
same time, Eliud was convinced he was mak-
ing history, the crowd was believing as well, so
maybe that got him to drop aminute or so. The
drink he was having assisted him. The weather

was perfect too along with the surface anideal
one to get the maximum benefit from the shoe.

If they'd run within the rules, what would
the projected timings be?

Within the rules of the sport, he is probably
running in the region of 2 hours and 3 minutes.
If you take away the shoe and take something
what, say Haile (Gebrselassie) used when he
broke the world record in Berlin (2008), we
could've ended up seeing anywhere between
2:02and 2:03.

But Eliud has run 2:01 within the rules...
Heran2:01.39(in2018) with the previous ver-
sion of the shoe from the same manufacturer
in Berlin, which I thought was a remarkable
and greatrace. Inthelast 20kmor so, heran by
himself without any pacemakers so he did an
incredible job. But what we saw in Vienna, go-
ing almost 2 minutes faster, was because of all
the other factors we spoke about. So this was-
n't superhuman. It was guaranteed it would
happen that only ameteorite could've stopped
him. He still had to run for 2 hours. A remark-
able athlete, but he still ran a fake sub-2.

There are arguments over Bannister's
shoes as well. A couple of months after he
set the record, it was bettered and since
then, it has nolonger been a hurdle. Do
you think this will have a similar impact?
Whatl hopeis that this will motivate areal sub-
2,inareal sporting environment rather thana
fake set-up. If the athletes and managers are
left to their own devices, without the technol-
ogy and methodology, | don't believe I'll see a
sub-2 within the rules in my lifetime. Will it
motivate someone else to attempt another fake
sub-2 and make it faster? I don't think there's
any incentive for great athletes to do that.
Athletes like Eliud will be more interested to
break records that matter.

Fullinterview on www.indianexpress.com

Puducherry seal lone quarterfinal
spot from Hazare Plate Group

Dehradun: Medium pacer Ashith Rajiv re-
turned with a four-wicket haul as
Puducherry sailed past Assam by five wick-
ets to seal a quarterfinal spot in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on Thursday. Electing to
field, Puducherry bowlers set the tone by re-
ducing Assam to 92/5 in 27 overs before Rajiv
(4/17)rattled the lower order to bundle them
out for a paltry 115 runs in 36.1 overs.

Inreply, Puducherry cantered home in 22
overs after overcoming some minor hiccups
up front as they topped the table with 32
points to grab the solitary spot up for grab
from the Plate Group. Six points behind,
Chandigarh and Uttarkhand finished second
and third on net run-rate.

On a day veteran seamer Vinay Kumar
looked offcolour after being smashed for 30
runs from his six overs, off-spinner Suresh
Kumar (2/19 from four overs) put the brakes
by dismissing Assam opener Pallavkumar
Das(27)and Parvez Aziz (two)in successive
overs. Captain Shibsankar Roy (24) and Gokul
Sharma (19) tried to forge a partnership but
their 43-run stand was broken by left-arm
spinner Sagar Udeshi (2/20). The skipper too

followed suit in a space of seven balls after
which Ashith wreaked havoc with his four-
wicket burst to trigger Assam collapse.
Meanwhile, Manipur pacer Bishworjit
Konthoujam claimed a hat-trickonway toa
career-best seven for 54 but his brilliant effort
went in vain as Nagaland bowlers held their
nerves to defend 240 and script a thrilling
five-run win at the Tanush Academy Ground.
BRIEF SCORES: At Abhimanyu Cricket
Academy: Assam 115; 36.1 overs (Ashith
Rajiv 4/17, Suresh Kumar 2/19, Sagar Udeshi
2/20). Puducherry 116/5; 22 overs (Paras
Dogra 44; Pritam Das 2/39). Puducherry won
by five wickets. Points: Puducherry 4, Assam
0.

Facile win for Delhi

Vadodara: Spinner Pawan Negi claimed four
wickets as Delhi notched up a three-wicket
win over Himachal Pradesh in a group B
match of the Vijay Hazare Trophy here on
Thursday. Electing to field, Delhi bundled out
Himachal Pradesh for a paltry 176 in 41.2
overs, courtesy a four-wicket haul by Negi
(4/32). PTI
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Tragedy in the ring

American boxer Patrick Day dies four days after sustaining head injuries in a welterweight title fight

NEW YORKTIMES
OCTOPBER17

FOUR DAYS after being knocked unconscious
inasuper welterweight title fight, Patrick Day,
a former New York Golden Gloves champion
and Long Island native, died on Wednesday.

Day, 27, had been in a coma since
Saturday night, when he fell to the canvas
and hit his head after his opponent, Charles
Conwell, a 2016 Olympian, landed several
blows in the 10th and final round of their
U.S.B.A. fight in Chicago. His death was an-
nounced by Lou DiBella, the promoter for
both Day and Conwell.

“Itbecomes very difficult to explain away or
justify the dangers of boxing at a time like this,”
DiBella wrote on his website Wednesday. “This
is not a time where edicts or pronouncements
are appropriate, or the answers are readily
available. It is, however, a time for a call to ac-
tion.” “While we don’t have the answers,” he
continued, “we certainly know many of the
questions, have the means to answer them,
and have the opportunity to respond respon-
sibly and accordingly and make boxing safer
for all who participate. This is a way we can
honor the legacy of Pat Day.”

On Monday, Conwell posted an open let-
ter to Day on Instagram, saying he never meant
to hurt him and was considering quitting box-
ing. Day, who was knocked down three times
during the fight at the Wintrust Arena, is at
least the third professional boxer to die this
year after suffering a traumatic brain injury in
the ring. In July, Maxim Dadashev, a 28-year-
old Russian, died four days after alight welter-
weight fightin Maryland. Two days later, Hugo
Alfredo Santillan, a 23-year-old Argentine, died
after collapsing at the end of alightweight fight
near Buenos Aires.

Their deaths raised questions among box-
ing regulators about the well being of fighters,
who often become dehydrated so that they

Patrick Day was the youngest of four sons born to Haitian immigrants and started
training on a punching bag in the garage of a neighbour in New York City. Reuters

can make weight. Medical experts have said
that dehydration can hurt vital organs and
leave the brain less protected from injury. The
International Boxing Federation/United States
Boxing Association, which is based in
Springfield, N,J., did not immediately respond
to arequest for comment on Wednesday.

Conwell, whois 11-Owith eight knockouts,
said in his Instagram post that he was over-
whelmed with guilt. “I never meant for this to
happen to you,” Conwell wrote. “All I ever
wanted to do was win. If I could takeit all back
I would — no one deserves for this to happen
to them. I replay the fight over and over in my
head thinking what if this never happened and
why did it happen to you.”

Conwell continued, “I thought about quit-
ting boxing but I know that’s not what you
would want.” Day was born on Aug. 9, 1992,
and grew up in Freeport, N.Y., according to his
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profile on DiBella’s website. His boxing record
was 17-4-1 with six knockouts,and he was an
Olympic team alternate in 2012. In 2017, he
won the W.B.C. Continental Americas
Championship, which he followed up with the
LB.E. Intercontinental Championship in 2019,
his biography said.

He was the youngest of four sons born to
Haitianimmigrants and started training onan
Everlast punching bagin the garage of a neigh-
bor, Joe Higgins, a retired New York City fire-
fighter wholost a brother, Timothy, in the Sept.
11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center,
according to an ESPN profile of Day.

Day was Higgins'’s star pupil in the Freeport
PA.L, or Police Athletic League.

Inthe profile, Higgins, who had two throat
surgeries and PTSD after responding to the
World Trade Center site, credited Day with sav-
ing his life.

Auction Sale of Immovable Property mortgaged to the bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (SARFAESI Act) read with rules 5,6,7,8 & 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement

Rules, 2002).

Whereas the Authorized Officer of the Bank has issued a demand notice under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act and thereafter in
exercise of powers under section 13(12) of SARFAESI Act has taken possession of Properties mortgaged to Citibank N.A.
under Section 13(4) and 14(1) of the SARFAESI Act and the undersigned in the capacity of Authorized Officer has decided for
sale of the property by public auction on 19-Nov-2019 at the place and time mentioned below.

DETAILS OF SALE
S Name of borrower, Loan Alc. no., Secured Debt, : :
No Description Of The Property & Upset price EMD amount Place And Time Of Auction
1 Mr.Amarjit S lamba, Mr. Harbans Singh Rs. 11,04,029.96/-  Date of Inspection on — 18th November-2019
Plot No. 26, Pocket G-16, Sector-15 Rohini, New Delhi, ~as on 30-Sep-2019 from 2:00 noon to 4:00 pm.
110085. EMD 1460000. Auction Venue: Citibank N.A., 5th Floor, DIf

A/C#111423, UPSET PRICE -Rs. 14600000
FloorArea: 1452 sq. ft.

Square, DIf City Phase Il, Gurgaon- 122002.
19th Nov- 2019 at 11.30 A.M.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AUCTION
1. The propertyis sold on'AS ISWHERE IS & AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION'.

9.

10.

The Bidder is obliged to exercise full due diligence in all respects, including to inspect each of the details of the property(ies)
mentioned above on the scheduled dates & times.

Submission of bids to Citibank N.A. would be construed a deemed acceptance by the bidder that (i) he/shefit has exercised due
diligencein all respects; (ii) is satisfied with all details/measurements of property(ies); (i) acknowledges full knowledge of terms and
conditions thatgovern the auctionand (iv) waives all his/her/its rights to make any contrary claims against bank atany future date.

The saleis subject to confirmation by the Bank, ifthe borrower/guarantor pays the bankin full before sale, no sale will be conducted.

The Bidder shall remit Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) by Banker's Cheque / DD drawn in favour of Citibank N A Loan A/c
111423, along with the bid form in a Sealed Cover addressed to The Authorised Officer, Citibank N A. upto 11.30 a.m. on or
before 19th November- 2019 Citibank N.A. Citibank N.A., 5th Floor, DIf Square, DIf City Phase I, Gurgaon- 122002,
Please note that, in reference to successful bidder(s), EMD is adjustable against the sale consideration receivable by
Citibank N.A. Also, EMD is refundable to the unsuccessful bidder(s).

The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the bid amountimmediately on the sale being knocked downin his/ her/its favour
and the balance within 15 days by Banker's Cheque / DD drawn in favour of Citibank N A Loan A/c Number 111423.

In case the successful bidder fails to deposit 25% of the bid amount immediately on sale being knockeddown in his/ her/its
favour and/or the balance amount within15 days, Please note that, in reference to successful bidder(s), EMD is adjustable
against the sale consideration receivable by Citibank N.A. Also, EMD is refundable to the unsuccessful bidder(s), the
deposit made by the bidder shall be forfeited without any notice and the sale will be cancelled.

The charges / fees payable for conveyance such as stamp duty, registration fee, maintenance charges electricity charges
etc shall be borne by the successful bidder. The Authorized Officer will not be held responsible for any charge, lien, property
tax or any other dues to the Government or local body or any other authority in respect of the property under sale.

The Authorised Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject the bid or adjourn / postpone/cancel the sale/modify any
terms and conditions of the sale without any prior notice or assigning any reason therefore.

The Sale will only be in favour of successful bidder and not his/her nominee. For inspection of properties and other details, intending
buyers may contact Mr. Vishal kumar, Mr. Kapil Jain (0) 01244977625 (M)+91-8076063777 (M) +91-9811487755.

11. This Notice is also to the Borrower(s) Guarantor(s) in particular and the publicin general.

Place: Gurgaon
Date: 18-Oct-2019

Vishal Kumar (Authorised Officer)
Citibank N.A.
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Day is the fourth casualty this
year alone.In June he was rated
in the top-10 by both the WBC
and IBF.

JULY 23 - MAXIM DADASHEV
Dadashev,28, died less than a week
after sustaining injuries in his loss
to Subriel Matias in an IBF junior
welterweight match. The Russian
was hospitalised with bleeding in
the brain and underwent
emergency surgery but failed to
recover.

JULY 25- ALFREDO SANTILLAN
The Argentina boxer was placed in
medically-induced coma after
suffering injuries in a fight a week
back. The 23-year-old had swelling
of his brain and he never recovered
consciousness, the doctors said.

SEPTEMBER 21- BORIS STANCHOV
The 21-year-old featherweight
boxer from Bulgaria died due to
cardiac arrest in the ring while
facing Ardit Murja. He was caught
by aleft jab and aright to the
midriff before collapsing.

OCTOBER 16- PATRICK DAY

The American died on Wednesday,
four days after suffering a
traumatic brain injury in the ring.
Day was knocked down three times
during the fight against Charles
Conwell.
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Racists must be ‘kicked out’
of stadiums: FIFA president

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
DHAKA,OCTOBER 17

RACISTS MUST be "kicked out™ of stadiums,
FIFA president Gianni Infantino said Thursday
as he pressed for a worldwide ban on specta-
tors who abuse black footballers.Speaking
days after England's Euro 2020 qualifier in
Bulgaria was twice stopped because of chants
targeting English players, Infantino insisted
the world body would punish racism.

“If there are racists that abuse footballers,
we have to stop the game," he told a press con-
ference on a visit to Dhaka.

"We cannot let the racists win. The foot-
ball has to continue and we have to punish the
people,” Infantino said.

He added it was now easy to identify the
culprits in modern stadiums with closed cir-
cuit TV and that a "strong message" must be
sent. "They have to be taken, kicked out of the
stadium, they must not be allowed to enter
into football stadiums any more, and criminal
proceedings should be brought against them.

"It'sacrime and it should be a crime inall
countries of the world to commit a racist
abuse," he said. Infantino reaffirmed thatif a
country bans a spectator because of racism,
"FIFA will extend it worldwide because racists
have no place in football in any country and
no place in any football stadium or arena in
any part of the world."

Six Bulgarians have been detained for
abuse at Monday's Bulgaria-England game
when monkey chants and apparent Nazi
salutes overshadowed England's 6-0 win.
Three more are being sought.

One 18-year-old was indicted on
Wednesday for using Nazi salutes and four
others have been fined and banned from
sports events for two years.

Infantino had already condemned the in-
cident in a statement on Tuesday, calling
racism an "obnoxious disease that seems to

They have to be taken, kicked out
of the stadium, they must not be
allowed to enterinto football
stadiums any more, and criminal
proceedings should be brought
against them.”

GIANNIINFANTINO
FIFA PRESIDENT

be getting even worse in some parts of the
world". He said Thursday that on top of sta-
dium action better education was needed.
"We have to educate our youth, our children
and those whoare abit older as well," he said.

Infantino also said that the 2022 World
CupinQatar "will be the very best World Cup
ever" despite new controversy over the heat
and empty stadiums after the world athletics
championships in September saw some long
distance races badly affected.

The FIFA boss insisted that it would be
cooler as the football tournament would be in
November and December.

"lam sure in Qatar we will witness froma
technical point of view, the very best World
Cup ever." He also expressed confidence that
the stadiums would be "full".

"Football is the number one sportin the
world. We will fill the stadiums in Qatar and
anywhere else in the World easily with the
World Cup.”
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