
VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

The Telangana High
Court on Friday directed
the management of the
TSRTC to invite RTC
employees and workers’
unions and the RTC Tela-
ngana Mazdoor Union for
negotiations as the RTC
workers unions were not
stressing on the merger of
RTC into the government
as a pre-requisite to enter
into dialogue.

A High Court bench
asked the RTC manage-
ment to enter into talks as
expeditiously as possible
to resolve the disputes
and build confidence
between the corporation
and unions.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice
Raghuvendra Singh
Chauhan and Justice A.
Abhishek Reddy was deal-
ing with public interest
litigations concerning
common people’s plight
during the RTC workers
strike. The petitions chal-
lenged the extension of
Dasara vacation to educa-
tional institutes in view
of disruption of public
transportation across the
state.

The HC bench asked the
RTC MD and the workers’
unions to keep in mind
the agony of common peo-
ple, and told both parties
that they should negotiate

to resolve all issues ami-
cably as soon as possible
and inform the court
about the result of the
negotiations by October
28. The bench observed
that out of the 45 demands
made by RTC workers, 20
demands would not put
any financial burden on
the RTC.

The bench found fault in

the submission of J. Ram-
achandra Rao, additional
advocate general, appear-
ing for the RTC, that once
conciliation proceedings
have ended between the
RTC and unions, the issue
has to be settled before
the Labour Court.

■ Page 2: Govt is bound
by Constitution: CJ
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COUNTER POINT

Max: 29.3OC
Min: 22.6OC 
RH: 71%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Cloudy sky.
Max/Min temp. 28/22ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Vilambi: Dakshinayana 

Tithi: Ashwayuja Bahula
Panchami till 7.42 am

Star: Mrigasira till 5.36 pm
Varjyam: 2.04 am to 3.40 am

(next day early hours)
Durmuhurtam: 6.13 am to

7.46 pm 
Rahukalam: 9 am to 10.30 am

HIJRI CALENDAR
Safar 19,1441 AH

PRAYERS
Fajar: 5.09 am

Zohar: 12.11 pm
Asar: 4.14 pm

Maghrib: 5.57 pm
Isha: 7.06 pm

SUNSET TODAY 5.52 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.10 AM

MOONRISE TODAY 10.09 PM
MOONSET TODAY 10.42 AM

City may see rain
due to cyclone

Hyderabad: The city could
experience isolated rain

accompanied by thunder-
showers under the influence
of a cyclonic circulation, the

Indian Meteorological
Department said on Friday.

The districts of Mahbuba-
bad, Bhadradri Kothadu-

gem, Nagarkurnool, Surya-
pet, Khammam, Mahbubna-
gar, Wanaparthy, Nalgonda

and Jogulamba Gadwal
could receive heavy rainfall,

it said. The maximum tem-
perature in the city fell to

29.3ºC, against the norm of
31ºC to 33ºC at this time of

the year.

Pak on grey list
for terror funding
Paris: Pakistan was again

put on the Grey List of
the international terror

financing watchdog
Financial Action Task

Force (FATF), which on
Friday warned Islamabad
of action for its failure to
combat money launder-
ing and terror financing,
officials said. If Pakistan
continues with the Grey

List, it would be very dif-
ficult for the country to

get financial aid from the
global lenders. — PTI

Justice Bodbe
will be new CJI
New Delhi: Chief Justice

of India Ranjan Gogoi on
Friday sent a letter to

the Centre recommend-
ing Justice S.A. Bobde,

who is next in seniority,
as his successor. Official
sources said that Justice

Gogoi wrote a letter to
the Ministry of Law and
Justice recommending

Justice Bobde to be the
next CJI. Justice Gogoi,

who was sworn in as the
46th CJI on October 3,

2018, will demit office on
November 17. — PTI
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HC orders RTC bosses
to begin talks with staff
Court asks RTC MD and unions to keep in mind people’s plight

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Public transport is set to
be further crippled in the
city, besides other parts
of the state, severely affe-
cting and disrupting lives
of people from all walks of
life from Saturday with
autos, Uber and Ola and
other private cabs, and
private bus drivers’
unions decided to partici-
pate in the state-wide
bandh.

The bandh call was
given by the TSRTC
employees and the JAC of
various unions, and fully
supported by all major
opposition parties.

Despite the state gov-
ernment’s claims of mak-
ing alternate arrange-
ments, there are doubts
about the number of
buses that will ply with
private drivers behind
the wheels, because the
RTC unions have annou-
nced that “they would not
allow buses to come out
from the RTC depots”
across Telangana from 4
am on Saturday.

■ Page 2: Only Metro will
run in city today

RTC-LED BANDH
SET TO PARALYSE
STATE TODAY

KCR lets officials
talk to RTC staff
S.A. ISHAQUI | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao on Fri-
day night is said to have
given his nod to senior
officials of the road
transport department to
initiate steps to hold
talks with the leaders of
the RTC joint action
committee (JAC) to reso-
lve their crisis and look
into the workers’
demands.

Mr Chandrashekar
Rao held a review meet-
ing with senior officials
of the transport depart-
ment, along with minis-
ter Puvvada Ajay
Kumar, in the wake of
the HC’s instructions to

the RTC managing dire-
ctor. The court directed
the RTC MD to find out
an amicable solution to
the demands of employ-
ees and to take measures
to get the strike called
off given the increasing
woes of the public due to
disruption of public
transportation across
the state.

Sources said Mr Rao
told officials that they
should invite the JAC
leaders and inform them
that the government was
prepared to accept all
their demands wherein
financial constraints
were not involved.

■ Page 2: CM says he is
sympathetic to RTC

Speeding police vehicle
mows down pedestrian
JAYENDRA T.
CHAITANYA
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

A pedestrian, who was hit
by a speeding police van
while crossing a road in
Uppal on Sunday, died
while undergoing treat-
ment at the Gandhi Hosp-
ital on Friday morning.
The driver of the police
vehicle, an Armed Rese-
rve constable, was arrest-
ed and produced before a
court the judicial remand
by the Uppal police.

According to the police,
Chander Rao, 35, a resi-
dent of the Shubhodaya
Colony in Karmanghat,
the sole breadwinner of
his family, who was liv-
ing with his wife and a
one-year-old son, and
working at a nursery in
Ghatkesar.

As per his routine,
Chander boarded an auto
and reached Uppal X
roads on Thursday morn-
ing, from where he had to
go to work. At around 6.45
am, when he was crossed
the median and was
about crossing the road, a
speeding police van, reg-
istration number: TS 09
PA 3618, heading from LB
Nagar towards Uppal hit
and knocked him down,

the police said. The van
was assigned to B. Bhas-
kar, detective inspector,
Kushaiguda, who was pr-
esent in the vehicle when
the accident took place.

Chander fell on the road
and suffered a fracture to
his left hand and injuries
on other parts of the
body. The accident caus-
ed a serious blood clot in
his head. An ambulance
shifted the victim to
Gandhi Hospital for treat-
ment, where he succum-
bed to injuries at around
6.30 am on Friday. 

“Based on a complaint
from Chander’s cousin P
Srikrishna, a case was
registered against the van
driver. The body was
handed over to the family
after conducting an
autopsy,” said Uppal SI
S.K. Mybelly.

ADITYA CHUNDURU | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Mothers at home and teach-
ers in school tell children to
have milk because it is
good for their health.
Terrible news — Telangana
might be on top of a dubi-
ous list of Indian states in
terms of milk adulteration.

The news is confirmed,
which would set alarm
bells amongst a large sec-

tion of the population, by a
study by the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI), which has
found that milk sold by
even major premium
brands failed to meet pre-
scribed quality standards.

Of all the milk samples
collected from across the
country by FSSAI, as much
as 37.7 per cent of processed
milk samples and 47 per
cent of raw milk samples

failed to meet prescribed
norms. The highest num-
ber of adulterated samples
were recorded from TS. The
other states which reported
high cases of adulterations
included Madhya Pradesh
and Kerala. In actual num-
bers, 12 out of 6,432 milk
samples studied were found
to be adulterated,

The study was conducted
on 6,432 milk samples col-
lected from 1,103 cities

across India between May
and October 2018. About 40
per cent of samples were of
processed milk while the
rest were of raw milk.

Another concern flagged
by the study was that more
than adulteration, it was
the nature of contaminants
found which pose a serious
health problem.

■ Page 7: Sample is 
smaller, says doctor

State tops in milk adulteration
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■ ■ THE ACCIDENT
caused a serious blood
clot in his head. An
ambulance shifted the
victim to Gandhi
Hospital for treatment,
where he succumbed
to injuries at around
6.30 am on Friday.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 19

Six people from the city
are feared dead when the
sports utility vehicle
(SUV) they were travel-
ling in lost control and
fell into the Nagarjuna
Sagar left canal, near
Chakirala, in the
Suryapet district.

The victims — Abdul (45
years), Rajesh (29),
Johnson (33), Santosh
Kumar (23), Naresh, (35)
and Pavan Kumar (23) —
reportedly residents of
Secunderabad, were

working at a private hos-
pital in the city. They
were returning to the city
after attending a wedding
of one of their friends at

Chakirala. The initial
reports from the police
indicate that the driver
lost control of the speed-
ing vehicle, which fell
into the canal. The
Nadigudem police said
that they were facing dif-
ficulty in carrying out
rescue operations due to
poor lighting and a heavy
current in the canal.

After learning about the
mishap, D. Amoy Kumar,
district collector, along
with other officials is said
to have reached the spot
to monitor rescue opera-
tions.

SUV falls into canal, 6 die
■ ■ THE VICTIMS —
Abdul (45 years),
Rajesh (29), Johnson
(33), Santosh Kumar
(23), Naresh, (35) and
Pavan Kumar (23) —
reportedly residents of
Secunderabad, were
working at a private
hospital in the city.
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New demand
BJP spokesperson K. Krishna Sagar
Rao demands KCR must personally
hold talks with RTC striking workers 

KCR says RTC strike
caused `150cr loss,

he wasted `300cr on
Pragathi Bhavan
— Gudur Narayana Reddy

TPCC treasurer 

IN BRIEF

Demand to shift
trash dump yard

Hyderabad: Residents of
Dammaigda held a dharna at

the Medchal-Malkajgiri dis-
trict collector’s office on

Friday to demand the
removal of the Jawahanagar
dump yard from their neigh-

bourhood, which now has
many homes. 

“The stench is affecting our
livelihood. Why is the gov-
ernment ignoring the mat-

ter,” asked Kamal Pant, a
local resident. She said that

apart from the dharna
before the collector’s office
two residents have begun a

relay hunger strike. The pro-
testors want the dump yard
to be moved elsewhere and
had been told that the state
government was looking for

alternatives.

Nims doctors ask
for convocation

Hyderabad: Resident doc-
tors of the Nizam’s Institute
of Medical Sciences (Nims)
submitted a representation

to health minister Etala
Rajendar stating that the

institution had not conduct-
ed a convocation for its
graduates for 15 years.

“Every year, 1,444 resident
doctors pass out from this

institution,” Dr Srinivas,
president, resident doctors’
association said. The minis-
ter was at Nims to inaugu-

rate high-end medical
equipment, including imag-

ing devices, worth `22 crore.
The hospital had acquired a

PET-CET scanner, single-
photon emission computed
tomography (SPECT) and a

dual head SPECT gamma
camera. The minister said

the government would
upgrade Nims.

CHILD ACTOR
GOKULSAI

DIES OF DENGUE
DC CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE, OCT. 18

Popular child artist Gokulsai
Krishna succumbed to dengue
during treatment in a private
hospital at Bengaluru late on
Thursday night.

Gokulsai, 10, said he was
feeling sick after returning
from a karate class at
Madanapalle four days ago. He
was taken to local doctors, but
his parents shifted him to
Bengaluru as the temperature
continued to rise.

Gokulsai shot to fame for
mimicking dia-
logues and act-ion
scenes of film actor
and politician N.
Balakrishna. He
has acted in two
films.

Condolences pour-
ed in after news of his death
spread. Actor Balakrishna
said he was impressed by the
way Gokulsai acted and deliv-
ered dialogues just like him. 

Gokulsai’s last rites will be
performed at Madanapalle on
Saturday.

Hyderabad: TS Transco joint
managing director Srinivas

Rao has called the Telangana
Electricity Trade Unions

Front for talks with chairper-
sons of power utilities at

Vidyut Soudha here on
Saturday. The 21-union feder-

ation has threatened to go
on strike in support of its

demands, and has scheduled
a meeting at Warangal on

October 23. TETUF chairman
N. Padma Reddy said “We

will participate in the meet-
ing and then decide our

response. We know it might
take some time to fulfil all

the demands but we expect
our major demands to be
fulfilled immediately.” The

major demand is for regular-
ising the services of 23,000
artisans and implement the

old pension rules.

IREDDY SRINIVAS REDDY
I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Refuting allegations made
against him by TRS lead-
ers that he had amassed
illegal assets, RTC joint
action committee conven-
er Ashwathama Reddy
said they could hang him
in public if they had any
proof to back their charge.

Mr Reddy was address-
ing a gathering at the
Sakala Janula Samme
Bheri at Sundarayya
Vignana Kendram along
with leaders of opposition
parties and trade unions.

He recalled the state-
ments made by Chief
Minister K. Chandrase-
khar Rao that if Telan-
gana state became a reali-
ty then there would not be
any strikes. The Chief
Minister does not care
about employees, he said.

He appealed to finance
minister T. Harish Rao to
break his silence and take
the initiative to solve the
RTC’s problems. The
workers are ready to sup-
port him if he resigns and
contests again from
Siddipet, he said.

He recalled that he was
the first man to hold a pub-
lic meeting with the RTC
staff during the statehood
agitation, and at that time,
the rulers of the combined
state had warned him not
to fall into the trap of the
TRS.

He said Mr Chandrase-
khar Rao was arrested
only once during the agita-
tion but he was taken into
police custody every day.
Mr Reddy said that around
4,000 RTC employees have
not received their salary
for the period for their par-
ticipation in Sakala
Janula Samme during the
agitation, which is a
shame on the ruling party.

He said RTC employees
will raise their voices
strongly against the anti
employees attitude of the
government.

Mentioning the steps
taken by AP Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy for the
merger of RTC with the
government, and also pur-
chasing buses a cost of
`1,000 crore, the RTC
union leader advised Mr
Rao to learn from his AP
counterpart about com-
mitment towards the pub-
lic good.

He said that the state
bandh will create a huge
impact on the govern-
ment. The police arrested
Mr Reddy and workers
when they took out a bike
rally from the Sundarayya
Vignana Kendram to Bus
Bhavan on Friday.

A part of the BJP motorcycle rally that wound its way from BHEL bus stand to the
Kukatpally bus depot in support of the RTC employees’ strike, on Friday. — R. PAVAN

PATHRI RAJASEKHAR I
DC
NELLORE, OCT. 18

The income-tax depart-
ment continued searches
at the Kalki Ashram at
Battalavallam and other
campuses in Varadaiahp-
alem in Chittoor district
on Friday.

The raids were con-
ducted following
Intelligence reports that
the Wellness Group, run
by Krishna, son of Kalki
Bhagwan, and an off-
shoot of the Kalki
Ashram, has been sup-
pressing its receipts at
its various centres. The
money is then ploughed
into investments in land
in Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu and in
investments abroad.

The Wellness Group is
a conglomerate of trusts
and companies that run
year-round “wellness
courses” and training
programmes in philoso-
phy, spirituality, etc at
various sprawling resi-
dential campuses in
Varadaiahpalem in
Andhra Pradesh, and in
Chennai and Bengaluru.

Foreign currency and
substantial quantities of
undisclosed gold in the
form of jewellery, about
88 kg approximately, val-
ued at over `26 crore, has
been found during the
searches.

Undisclosed diamonds
weighing 1,271 carats val-
ued approximately at
about `5 crore were
found and seized.

The total value of the
seizure so far is approxi-
mately `93 crore. The
undisclosed income of
the group detected so far
is estimated at more than
`500 crore. The searches
are still in progress.

The department has
been carrying out
searches in about 40
premises of the Wellness
Group located in Che-
nnai, Hyderabad, Benga-
luru and Varadaiah-
palem.

According to a press
release of the I-T depart-
ment, proof has been
found during the search
that the group has been
regularly suppressing its
receipts at its various
centres or ashrams, and
has therefore not
revealed its actual
income.

Evidence has been
found with key employ-
ees who maintained
records of cash collec-
tions that were kept out-
side the official accounts,
and used to make invest-
ments elsewhere and
also for paying for prop-
erties.

It is learnt that the
group earned unaccount-
ed income from cash it
received for property
sold at over and above
the documented value. A
preliminary estimate of
such unaccounted cash
receipts is `409 crore
from the financial year
2014-15 onwards.

Cash and other valu-
ables were found at the
residences of the group’s
founder Kalki Bhagwan
and his son, Krishna,
and at one of the cam-
puses. Cash totalling
`43.9 crore has been
seized. In addition to
this, $2.5 million (approx-
imately `18 crore) in for-
eign currency was seized
from the residences.

I-T MEN FIND
KALKI WELLNESS
STASHED `500cr
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Additional Advocate
General J. Ramachandra
Rao also argued that there
was no space for further
talks, which the bench dis-
missed, saying that such a
contention was misplaced.

Chief Justice
Raghuvendra Singh
Chauhan said, “the corpo-
ration is nothing but an
instrumentality of the
state government.
Therefore, it is bound by
the provisions of the
Constitution. We are well
aware that we are living in
a socialist and democratic
set-up, and it is the duty of
the state to resolve issues
faced by its people.”

At this juncture, the
bench reminded the gov-
ernment’s representative
that a people’s revolution
against a Philippine ruler,
who felt that he was most
powerful one and no one
can touch him, was
dethroned within one year.

The CJ said, “we are con-
cerned about the state. The
fire is at an early stage. It
has to be stopped before it
spreads to other associa-
tions of government emp-
loyees and trade unions as
they are also saying that
they would go on strike.”

When the AAG replied
that the state was firm
about tackling the issues,
the bench retorted, when
the state can’t handle this
small issue which is boil-
ing for last two weeks, how
can you tackle a major
issue, if it arises?

The CJ said, “the govern-
ment’s attitude seems to be
persistent and compact. If
it continues to persist, if
not today, tomorrow, it will
boomerang”,

The AAG said the finan-
cial position of the TSRTC
was in the doldrums and at
this juncture, the demands
of trade unions cannot be
acceded to. He said the
unions were politicising
this issue and were hell
bent on getting their fore-
most demand of RTC
merger met. The AAG said
the RTC felt the appoint-
ment of a full-time manag-
ing director was not neces-

sary at this stage as the in-
charge head was well
versed with the affairs of
the corporation.

D. Prakash Reddy, repre-
senting the unions, said he
had informed the advocate
general and the AAG that
unions were ready for
talks. He submitted that
the demand of merging
the RTC with the govern-
ment was first raised in
2013. The government of
undivided Andhra
Pradesh had constituted a
committee to examine the
issue and had issued a gov-
ernment order.

Govt bound by
Constitution: CJ
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The RTC JAC appealed to
all workers to “squat
before bus depots and
ensure that not a single
bus can come out from the
depots.”

The Gandhi Medical
Hospital Doctors Associ-
ation, the Cab Drivers’
Association, State Taxi
and Drivers Joint Action
Committee,  Auto Drivers
Associations, Telangana
Lecturers Joint Action
Committee, the Telangana
Deputy Collectors Assoc-
iation, the Mala Mahan-
adu, the Madiga Reserva-
tion Porata Samithi and
all trade unions belonging
to workers, labourers and
traders associations have
announced that they
would be participating in
the bandh to support the
RTC staff.

As all transport-related
associations have decided
to join in the bandh, the
police are expecting total
disruption of public trans-
portation across the state.

Within the city, the
MMTS and the Metro Rail
Services would be avail-
able. Officials are also
expecting that the supply
of milk and other essen-
tial commodities would be
impacted.

ONLY METRO,
MMTS WILL RUN
IN CITY TODAY

ANUDEEP CEREMILLA I DC
MANCHERIAL, OCT.18

A private driver hired by
the TSRTC allegedly atte-
mpted to rape a 21-year-old
woman conductor who
was on duty alongside
him, on October 17.

The Jaipur mandal
police in Mancherial dis-
trict has booked a case
under IPC Section 354
(assault or criminal force
to woman with intent to
outrage her modesty).  

The incident took place
when they were returning
to Mancherial from Chen-
nur. There were no passen-
gers and Srinivas alleged-
ly stopped the bus on the
outskirts of Jaipur village
and attempted to rape his
woman colleague.

Her shouts for help were
heard by people nearby
who rushed to the bus. The
driver started the bus and
drive away but police
chased the vehicle and
took Srinivas into custody. 

Temp driver tries
to rape colleague

AVINASH PUJARI I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

BJP state president K.
Laxman led a motorcycle
rally from BHEL to
Kukatpally with almost
2,500 two-wheelers in sup-
port of the TSRTC
employees strike. Thous-
ands of BJP activists and
people participated in the
rally.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, Dr Laxman said the
BJP welcomed the order
of the High Court on the
RTC strike. “Chief Minis-
ter K. Chandrasekhar Rao
is ruling the state like a

dictator. In a democracy,
people should be given
importance but the Chief
Minister has ignored
everyone. We appeal to
traders, workers and intel-
lectuals to support the
strike by the RTC work-
ers. The BJP demands the
appointment of a manag-
ing director for the RTC.”

Dr Laxman said all party
leaders will participate in
the bandh to make it suc-
cessful across the state.

Appealing for support
for the state bandh on
Saturday, party leader
N.V.S.S. Prabhakar told a
rally at ECIL crossroads

that the TRS govern-
ment’s alleged conspiracy
to privatise and occupy
RTC properties will not be
allowed at any cost.

The former MLA ques-
tioned the Chief
Minister’s “dictatorial
attitude” in curbing the
strike. “Since the High
Court is closely watching
the agitation, workers
need not be afraid,” Mr
Prabhakar said.

On Saturday, BJP lead-
ers will hold a dharna at
Abids and march towards
the Assembly in support
of the bandh called by the
RTC unions.

After bike rally, BJP plans
march to Assembly today

D. SIVA RAMI REDDY I DC
KURNOOL, OCT. 18

Distressed farmers were
forced to sell tomatoes at
one rupee a kilo at
Pathikonda on Friday. The
agriculture market yard
was unwilling to lift the
produce and the unautho-
rised market yard by pri-
vate agents started buying
tomatoes at a steep dis-
count.

The price for 60 kgs hov-
ered at around `80 and
`150 for most of the time
while the better variety
fetched `500, said a private
buyer.

This triggered protests
from farmers at Pathi-
konda, the second largest
market for tomatoes in AP
after Madanapalle.

Agricultural marketing
department regional joint
director, Sudhakar, who
had been camping at
Pathikonda market, said
the farmers were persuad-
ed to sell their produce at

the market yard from 6 pm
on Friday.

“We have 50 metric
tonnes of tomatoes to be
disposed of,” he said.

He refused to divulge at
what rate the government
was buying.  Regional
deputy director, agricul-
tural marketing, P.
Lavanya, said the crisis at

Pathikonda would be
solved quickly. She said
the state government was
aware of it.

The tomato supply chain
is skewed as the middle-
men get a major share of
the pie. Farmers are clue-
less as to whom to sell as
the AP government has
banned the commission

agents system.
Mr P. Chennakeshav

Reddy, a farmer from
Pathikonda, said, “We
have invested `28,000 to
`30,000 to cultivate an acre
of tomatoes but we are get-
ting less than `5,000.”

He demanded that the
government intervene and
give minimum support

price for tomato farmers.
Another farmer, Mr B.
Narayana, from Aspari,
said he had invested `1
lakh on four acres of toma-
toes.

AP state agriculture mis-
sion (AP-SAM) vice-chair-
man, M.V.S. Nagi Reddy,
said marketing of perish-
able commodities like

tomato was fraught with
structural issues. Higher
realisation of prices is
possible when the cold
storage capacity is made
available to absorb excess
production. 

Referring to the issue at
Pathikonda, he said that
“It’s a problem of plenty. A
10 per cent rise in produc-
tion would bring down the
prices by 20 per cent and
vice versa. This year, the
farmers had a bumper
crop in Pathikonda, Alur,
Adoni and Dhone and
Yemmiganur.”

He said Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
had asked the officials to
study prices in Bengaluru
and Chennai and find
ways to get remunerative
prices to the farmers.

Mr Nagi Reddy said that
at a private market yard at
Rapthadu in Anantapur
district commission
agents were charging a 20
per cent margin unheard
of in other places. 

Desperate farmers forced to sell tomatoes at `1 a kg
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Those issues which have
financial implications
could be resolved after
constituting a committee
and deliberating with
union leaders. The gov-
ernment and unions could
prepare a road map to
solve issues in phases,
based on the financial

position of the corpora-
tion and government.

Sources said that the
merger of RTC involves
several issues. Dropping it
for now would remove a
roadblock in taking for-
ward the negotiations.
The court had indicated
that issues which would
increase the financial bur-
den have to be solved

through negotiations.
As the court put sought a

submission on October 28
of the outcome of these
deliberations, the Chief
Minister asked officers to
put forth all proposals
before trade union leaders
and appeal to them to
withdraw their strike.

Mr Rao is said to have
told authorities that the

government was sympa-
thetic towards the issues
of the RTC staff who
played a crucial role in the
statehood agitation. But,
the time and circum-
stances of the strike
caused much worry and
embarrassment to the gov-
ernment. If the unions
stress on merger, it would
become a hurdle for talks.

CM says he’s sympathetic to RTC

Tomatoes strewn outside the Pathikonda market yard in Kurnool, AP, on Friday.

Ashwathama asks Harish Rao to
break silence, promises support
RTC JAC convener arrested during protest rally, says KCR does not care for employees

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 19

While farmers in Andhra
Pradesh are selling toma-
toes at `1 a kg, consumers
at supermarkets in the
city are paying betweeen
`22 and `26 and `15-`18 at
Rythu Bazaars.

While some money goes
for transport and for
cleaning and other opera-
tions, the middleman
walks away with the rest.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, an official said,
“Since the monsoons have
gone, there is an imbal-
ance in the  supply and
demand ratio. Now, the
state is flush with toma-
toes.” Earlier the price
was between `30 and `40.

SUPERMARKET
SHOPPERS PAY
`26 FOR A KG

● AP has seen a bumper
tomato crop. Most
agents are entering into
out-of-market settle-
ments, offering `2-3 per
kg. The retail price is
`15 per kg.

● It is only after bring-
ing tomatoes to the mar-
ket in rented vehicles
that the farmer comes to
know the price is `2.

● Left with few options,
farmers sell at low
prices or just throw the
tomatoes away.

Transco calls
unions for talks
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New equipment
Etala Rajender inaugurates medical
equipment worth `22 crore at Nims,
gives away cancer imaging device 

It’s not self-dismissal
of RTC staff, KCR is

preparing for ‘self-
political suicide’

— K. Narayana
CPI leader

IN BRIEF

Man suspected of
doing sorcery held
Hyderabad: A meat seller in
the city who was accused of
throwing stones, bones, and

lemons into the houses of
people in Jiyaguda was
arrested by Kulsumpura

police on Friday. The
accused is suspected to be a

sorcerer. West Zone in-
charge DCP B. Sumathi said
a complaint was received by
the Kulsumpura police from

one Syed Khaja Ahmed from
Jiyaguda, that a man was

throwing stones, bones and
lemons into his house at odd
hours and was outraging his

religious feelings and
beliefs. A case was regis-

tered and investigation was
taken up. During the probe,

the suspect was identified as
Mohd Dastagiri Qureshi, 45,

a resident of Upparbasthi.
He is suspected of being a

sorcerer and of harassing
people to insult their reli-

gious feelings, said the DCP.

Portion of cabin in Metro
falls near Khairatabad 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

A portion of cabin in a
Metro Rail coach running
on the LB Nagar-Miyapur
line fell down on Friday,
briefly scaring passengers.
The incident occurred near
the Khairatabad station.

Though it created panic
for a brief period, no one
was injured in the incident.

According to an eye-wit-
ness, the portion got dam-
aged when a passenger
grabbed it for support in the
overcrowded coach. 

Though a video of the
incident went viral, the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
authorities were in denial. 

HMRL managing director
N.V.S. Reddy said he has
checked with the control
room and no such incident

was reported. “Trains are
running normally. No prob-
lem at Khairatabad,” he
told this newspaper.

Commuters to suffer as
SRDP faces fund crisis
GHMC plans to collect `2,000 cr in next three months
MADDY DEEKSHITH I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

The state government’s flag-
ship Strategic Road
Development Plan (SRDP) to
ease traffic snarls in the state
capital has once again run
short of funds. 

Though the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation had earlier
raised `100 crore through
municipal bonds, the amount
was sufficient only to clear
the pending bills.

Citing lukewarm response
from financial institutions to
its proposal to raise another
round of municipal bonds,
GHMC is now contemplating
a `2,000-crore Rupee Term
Loan (RTL). 

However, the process for
availing RTL will take at
least three months and till
then commuters will have to
continue suffering traffic
jams. 

Work on SRDP has already
been put on hold temporarily
till the corporation is able to
clear pending bills worth `30
crore, highly placed sources
disclosed. 

The SRDP is a self-financed
project that relies on borrow-
ings from external sources.
A total of `1,000 crore was to
be raised through sale of
bonds based on GHMC’s
creditworthiness. However,
the civic body has so far been

able to raise `495 crore in two
tranches, `200 crore at 8.9 per
cent interest rate in 2018 and
`195 crore this year at 9.38
per cent.

Though the corporation
hoped to garner another `200
crore through municipal
bonds, it could only mop up
just `100 crore. Of the `100
crore raised, a senior official
said, the corporation paid
`40 crore for land acquisition
and the rest to clear pending
bills.

It had previously paid `56
crore for acquiring land from
the Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority. The
municipal body has to still
clear `500 crore worth land
acquisition bills to get the
SRDP construction back on
track. 

Further, GHMC requires
`1,000 crore during next
financial year to expedite
SRDP and rescue commuters
from traffic snarls. Moreover,
the high interest rate being
paid for the amount raised

through municipal bonds
has been bleeding the
GHMC. 

Under this backdrop, an
official disclosed that GHMC
has now decided to opt for
`2,000-crore RTL. 

The RTL can be availed
with a counter guarantee
from the state government
and the corporation has to
take permission for the same
from the government.

The civic body has already
written to the government in
this regard and the entire
process will take two
months’ time. 

Thereafter, it will take
another month for GHMC to
receive the RTL. 

The rate of interest the cor-
poration will have to pay for
RTL will vary from 9 per cent
to 9.5 per cent, the official
added.

CITY SHIAS DEMAND DIRECT FLIGHT TO NAJAF 
DC, CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

The Shia community has demand-
ed the Central government to intro-
duce a direct flight from Hyderabad
to Najaf as thousands of pilgrims
from the city visit the holy city
every year from Hyderabad. Najaf,
a city in Iraq, is renowned as the
site of the tomb of fourth Caliph
Hzt. Ali ibn Abi Talib.

Addressing the media, Moulana
Syed Shan e Hyder Zaidi said
Arbaeen, which marks the end of

the 40-day period of mourning
after the martyrdom of Hzt.
Hussain ibn Ali the grandson of
Prophet Mohammed, who was mar-
tyred in the Karbala. The Shia com-
munity gathers in large number
from all over the world in Karbala
on Arbaeen. 

Mir Hadi Ali, president, All India
Shia Organization and Mr Mir
Firasath Ali Baqri, general secre-
tary, Hyderi Educational & Social
Welfare Society, said this year, over
1,200 from Hyderabad and 15,000
from all over India went to Karbala. 

MAN HELD FOR ONLINE ABUSE
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

A farmer from Ravirala was arrested by
the Rachakonda cyber crime police for
sending abusive pictures to a woman and
her family through a fake Facebook pro-
file created on his wife’s name. The
police said the accused, Durham
Lingham, 27, is into agriculture. He also
sent some objectionable pictures to some
women, and made derogatory comments
through Facebook Messenger. 

HYD DIVIDED INTO 340 DOCKETS
TO IDENTIFY PROPERTIES
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

As many as 40 dockets were
found to have overlapped
during the ongoing geo-
fencing taken up by the
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation as a
means to enhance property
tax collection.

In order to prepare a list of
the number of properties,
the civic body divided the
city into 340 dockets and
geo-fenced them. The sur-
vey has helped expose the
irregularities indulged in
by bill collectors.

Each docket consists of
about 2,000 properties. The
same properties popped up
in more than one docket in

the case of 40 dockets.
Surprised by the overlap,
civic body officials have
decided to deploy a team of
experts to re-verify the rea-
son for the overlap.

A senior GHMC official
said that if the team found
irregularities, the corpora-
tion would initiate strin-
gent action against the
guilty. The geo-fencing was
taken up on the instructions
of municipal administra-
tion minister K.T. Rama
Rao. The geo-fencing infor-
mation is vital since the
data will be permanently
stored with the corporation. 

“The corporation will fix
the all the issues encoun-
tered while taking up the
survey,” he said.

■ ■ The SRDP is a self-
financed project that
relies on borrowings from
external sources. A total
of `1,000 crore was to be
raised through sale of
bonds based on GHMC’s
creditworthiness. 

The damaged portion of the cabin in the metro coach.
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For the elderly
Minister Koppula Eashwar participates
in International Day of Elder Persons
celebrations at Harihara Kala Bhavan

Abductor of baby
girl arrested
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

The man who stole a baby
girl when she was sleep-
ing with her family at
Secunderabad railway
station was arrested by
the Task Force police on
Friday. His intention was
to sell the baby at
Tirupati to a begging
ring, said the police.

The accused, Sakali
Raju, 30, of Gundvala in
Mahbubnagar district,
had abandoned the child
as he found it difficult to
take her away. 

On October 14, two-and-
a-half-year-old Swarna-
latha, daughter of Dandu
Suresh, went missing
from the Secunderabad
railway station. A com-
plaint was lodged with
the Government Railway
Police, Secunderabad.

The police began

analysing footage from
CCTV cameras but the
girl was found by the pub-
lic near Bandimet. The
Task Force sleuths finally
found the kidnapper near
the railway station and
arrested him.

The Task Force police
said that during question-
ing, it was found that
Raju had left home in 2000
and was living in
Tirupati, Bengaluru,
Chennai and Vijayawada
and came to Hyderabad in
lsat month. He was doing
petty work to earn a liveli-
hood, but was addicted to
alcohol and always short
of money.

The police said that
Raju was once caught by
the Tirupati police when
he was found moving
under suspicious condi-
tions, and was bound over
because he was not
involved in any crime.

15 arrested for illegal
mining in Kandukur
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

The Rachakonda Special
Operations Team appre-
hended 15 persons who
were involved in illegal
sand extraction at
Kandukur on Thursday
night. The accused were
handed over to Kandukur
police for further action.

Acting on a tip, the LB
Nagar SOT raided a place
at Nednur, where a group
of persons were loading
sand from at

Kummakunta within
Kandukur police station
limits. The SOT police
said that the accused per-
sons, Kishan, S. Sudhakar
Reddy, V. Ravi, V. Krishna,
Ch Mallesh, P. Naresh, K.
Hari, M. Mallesh, K.
Shiva, A. Mallaiah, M.
Parvathalu, M. Nagesh,
M. Redya, J. Pandu and M.
Yadaiah were extracting
sand illegally and selling
it. They were all taken
into custody. Four lorries,
three of them loaded with
sand were seized.

4 held for abducting
footwear vendor
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Four history sheeters,
who kidnapped a
footwear vendor on
October 10, were arrested
by Golconda police on
Friday, while three other
kidnappers are still
absconding.

The vendor Mohd
Kahleelullah was kid-
napped in a car after he
had entered into a fight
with the accused, who
took him to Afzal Sagar
area in Mallepally, where
he was confined to a room

and beaten up. The kid-
nappers later took `8,500
from Kahleelullah before
setting him free.

Following this, the vic-
tim lodged a complaint
with the Golconda police,
who took up investiga-
tion. Based on clues pro-
vided, police arrested
Syed Noor, 37, Shaik
Yousufuddin, 28, Mohd
Rasheed, 30, and Mohd
Taher, 28. Three others
involved in the offence,
Mohd Yousuf, Abbas
Mirza Baig and Mujahid
are still at large.Police
have launched a manhunt.

OBITUARY 

BALA SWARAJ KUMAR
DOB: 29-06-1948       DOD: 17-10-2019
Funeral on 19-10-2019 from our
residence 12-10-4/6/5/A, Flat No. 104,
Raj Residency,   Namalagundu,
Secunderabad to Bansilalpet Cemetery.

From: FAMILY MEMBERS 
Ph.No. 8008903851, 9908085293.

(S/1920/D01072)
I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. 2 Tim: 4:7

Mrs. KOMPALLI HEMALATHA JOHN
Retd. Govt. Teacher

W/o K. Devamani Prasad, Sangareddy
Slept in the Lord 16-Oct-2019.

Funeral on 19-Oct-2019 at 12.00 noon at
CSI Church Burial Ground, Sangareddy.

Inserted by: Husband, Daughters,
Sons-in-law, Grand Children and Family.
Contact No. 9246871576, 8008756889.

(S/1920/D01064)

MEMORIAL SERVICE
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith.” II Timothy 4:7

I. PADMA DANIEL
D/o Late I. Danaiah (Daniel)

(19th June 1935 --- 18th Oct 2019)
Memorial Service: 20th Oct. 2019 at
7:30 pm, at Neil Methodist Church,
Srinivasnagar, Hyderabad.
Inserted by: I. Andrew & Family Members
Daniel: 9849893039/Vinay: 9000808594

(S/1920/D01075)

OBITUARY
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith.” II Timothy 4:7

I. PADMA DANIEL
D/o Late I. Danaiah (Daniel)

(19th June 1935 --- 18th Oct 2019)
Retd. Head Nurse, Gandhi Hospital

Funeral Service: 19th Oct. 2019 at
11:30 am, Narayanguda Cemetery.
Inserted by: I. Andrew & Family Members
Daniel: 9849893039/Vinay: 9000808594

(S/1920/D01074)

OBITUARY 

Mrs.VALENTINA ELENA DCRUZ
DOB: 12.04.1952     DOD: 18.10.2019

Funeral Mass held at SFS Church,
Shanthinagar, today at 3:00 p.m. North
Lalaguda Sec-bad. 500017 & Thereafter
Burial at Allugada Bai Cemetery Mettuguda.

Inserted by:
HARRY DCRUZ & FAMILY MEMBERS

Ph No: 9160270889, 7032663421 

(CA-3049)

10th DAY CEREMONY 

Smt NAKKA LALITHA JAGANNATH
W/o Late N.V. Jagannath, Advocate

DOB: 31.01.1941     DOD: 11.10.2019
10th Day Ceremony on October, 20th
(Sunday) at Residence, 3-5-798, Flat
No. 403, Prathima Residency, Opp.
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Hyderguda,
Hyderabad.

Inserted by: FAMILY MEMBERS
Phone: 9989566692 and 9391006928

(B/1920/D00118)

8th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

KYLASA HARINATH BABU 
Always you are in our heart

1. K. Laxmi Narsamma
2. K. Sreenivaas & Sangeetha
3. K. Sharan
4. K. Aishwarya Lakshmi
5. K. Aditya Veer
6. G.N. Rao & Sangeetha Guntur
7. Belday Srikanth & Saritha

(S/1920/D01073)

BAHULA SHASTI

The Memory of the just is Blessed  - Prov. 10:7

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Dr. M. SHANTHAIAH MA. Ph.D.
Thank you for being a great dad to us.
Your memories will always live in our
heart. We love you & miss you Daddy

Inserted by:
Wife: Mrs. L.S. Dayavathi, DEE (Retd.), R&B
Children: Prem & Rachel, Rebecca &

Surya Rao, Glory & Austin
Grandchildren: Ben & Jona, Sam &

Blossom, Cyrus & Jason

(S/1920/D01076)

“I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith.”

2 Tim 4:7

GONA GAMALIEL JAYANANDAM
DOB: 20.04.1938     DOD: 19.10.2018

Thanks Giving @ MB Bethel Church,
Musheerabad on 19.10.2019 at 12:30 pm.

“You remain with us every moment,
guiding us in spirit & in action.”

With Love: Wife, Sons, Daughters-in-law
& Grand Children.

Phone: 9949521837, 9849399930

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY

OBITUARY
With profound grief we wish to
inform about the sad demise of
NIRMALA DEVI W/o Dr. Avinash
Chandra on 17th October 2019.

May her divine blessings always be with us.
OM SHANTI

Sunil, Archana, Kavita, Deep,
Nandita and Grand Children

(A/1920/D00066)

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY
"My soul finds rest in God alone"

(Ps 62:1)
IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF

DUDLEY JUDE MILLS
DOB: 22-02-1961  -  DOD: 19-10-2018
We miss that happy smile on your face,
That embrace and that grace, We miss
you more with each passing day, No
longer in our lives to share, But in our
hearts your always there.

Fondly remembered by:
MOTHER, WIFE, CHILDREN

SISTERS & FAMILY MEMBERS.

(CA-3047)

SAD DEMISE

S.L.C.G. SANJEEVA RAO
10.06.1953   -   06.10.2019

Deeply Mourned by:
Wife - Dhanalakshmi S

Son - Ugandhar Chowdary S
Daughter-in-law - Preethi P
Daughter - Bindu Aparna M

Grand Daughters - Tushita M,
Vanshieka S, Avanthika S

Friends, Relatives & Colleagues
Mobile: 8008888445

Agitation against 
construction work 
Blasts damaging Rajapushpa Atria
ADITYA CHUNDURU  I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Residents of Rajpushpa
Atria on Golden Mile
Road in Kokapet took to
the streets on Friday to
protest against blasting
and excavation work
being undertaken in a
neighbouring plot. The
residents claimed the
blasts had caused major
structural damage in
their complex.

Residents told the media
that they had complained
to the personnel who were
overseeing the construc-
tion activity on the adja-
cent plot. “The explosions
are very loud and gener-
ate a lot of vibrations.
One particular time, the
food on my plate just fell
off due to a blast,” a resi-
dent told mediapersons.
Another demanded that
the erring construction
company pay for repair-
ing the damage in
Rajpushpa Atria.

Pictures of large cracks
in the walls of the build-
ing’s cellar went viral on
social media. Multiple
Twitter users posted the
pictures to the handles of
the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC), municipal
administration minister,
K.T. Rama Rao, and the
police, among others.
They asked for an investi-
gation into the matter and
action against the erring
construction company.

Narsingi inspector, G.V.
Ramana Goud, said that
the residents had lodged a
complaint that the blast-
ing has resulted in dam-

age to their apartments. A
case has been registered
under sections 336 and 427
of IPC, and sections 9 (B)
(1) (b) of Explosive
Substances Act for the
probe, he said.  "Cracks
were seen at the cellar of
the apartment, which said
to have occurred due to
the blasting,” he said.

Officials from Narsingi
municipality said con-
struction permits for
high-rise buildings are
issued by the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Department
(HMDA). “The municipal-
ity can only issue permits
for structures shorter
than nine metres. For any-
thing higher than that, it
is the HMDA that is the
issuing authority,” said
the official.

The official said permis-
sion to use explosives is
given by the mining
department in conjunc-
tion with the police. Mr
Balakrishna, planning

director at HMDA, said he
was not aware of the mat-
ter but said permissions
to conduct blasting are
given by the police. On
being asked what penal
action could be taken
against the construction
company, Mr Balakrishna
said he could not com-
ment on it until he learnt
more. Mr Rafi Ahmed,
joint director in the state
mines and geology depart-
ment, said his department
had nothing to do with
giving permission for the
use of explosives. “It is
the superintendent of
police and collector that
issues an NOC (no objec-
tion certificate). For being
able using explosives, an
applicant has to take this
NOC and apply for a per-
mit with the chief con-
troller of explosives,
Chennai,” he said. The
office is part of the
Petroleum and Explosives
Safety Organisation. 

Residents of Rajapushpa Atria apartment at Kokapet
took out a protest rally against My Home Constructions
on Friday alleging that their apartment is damaged due
to blasts being carried out by the company for 
construction work. — GANDHI

Kodela showroom in Guntur pays `1.41 cr penalty
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, OCT. 18 

A motorbike showroom belonging to
Kodela Sivaramakrishna, son of late
Kodela Siva Prasada Rao, former AP
assembly speaker, at Guntur paid

`1crore as penalty to the transport
department on Friday for selling
bikes in violation of norms. Further,
the department collected from the
same showroom `41 lakh as life tax
and temporary registration fee of
bikes sold without payment of these

taxes. The transport department
raided Gowtham Automotives at
Guntur during August this year and
found that the owner
Sivaramakrishna had sold 576 bikes
without paying life tax, registration
fee or temporary registration. This

showroom was the one where offi-
cials had found furniture of the state
legislative assembly being illegally
used. Transport department deputy
commissioner E. Meera Prasad said
fine was imposed on Gowtham
Automotives for violation of norms. 


