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After the dam collapse
on Saturday. AP

SIBERIA

15 dieindam
collapse at
gold mine

Moscow: Fifteen people
were killed and another
13 missing after an ille-
gally built dam collapsed
atagold mine in aremote
Siberian settlement on
Saturday, in the latest
deadly accident to hit
Russia. The dam on the
Seiba River in the Siberian
region of Krasnoyarsk
burst and flooded several
cabins where the victims
lived, Russian authorities
said. About 300 people,
six helicopters and six
boats were involved in a
search and rescue mis-
sion, the emergencies
ministry said.

EGYPT

Over 100 held
incrackdown
freed: Lawyers

Cairo: Egyptian rights
lawyers say authorities
have released over 100
people who were among
hundreds more arrestedin
asweeping crackdown fol-
lowing small but rare anti-
government protests last
month. Lawyers Mustafa
el-Demiry and Khaled Ali
say the detainees were re-
leased late Friday, pending
an investigation into
claims they took partinthe
activities of a banned
group and disseminating

FURTHER DELAY POINTLESS, EXPENSIVE, CORROSIVE: BORIS

UK PM defiant after lawmakers
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GOOGLE COMPLETES FIRST DRONE DELIVERY

Alphabet (Google) subsidiary Wing has become the first company in the US to deliver
packages by drone. In Christiansburg, the small town chosen as Wings test location, the
22,000 residents can order products normally shipped by FedEx, medicine from Walgreens
and a selection of candy from a local business — all of which will arrive via drone

vote to force delay in Brexit plan

In new twist, amendment proposed by expelled Conservative Party member passes 322-306

AGENCIES
LONDON, OCTOBER 19

PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson
suffered a humiliating defeat on
Saturday as Parliament rebuffed
his campaign to take Britain out
of the European Union by the
end of the month and forced him
to seek an extension that he had
vowed never to pursue.

The events left Johnson's
agreement in limbo and threw
British politics again into chaos,
with any number of outcomes
possible: a no-deal exit from the
European Union, a second refer-
endum on whether to leave at all,
or a general election that could
shift the balance in Parliament. The
only sure result was continuing
frustration and confusion among
the British public.

Johnson argued that it was
the best deal Britain could hope
to strike — one that, in his telling,
would position the country fora
thriving future as an agile, free
agent in the global economy —
and that any further delay would
be “pointless, expensive and
deeply corrosive of public trust.”

Instead, by a vote of 322 to
306, lawmakers passed a last-
minute amendment, brought by
Oliver Letwin, an expelled mem-
ber of Johnson’s Conservative
Party. According to the amend-
ment passed by the House, the
vote means Johnson s obliged to
write to the EU seeking a delay
beyond Britain’s scheduled de-
parture date of October 31.

But Johnson has repeatedly

Boris Johnson speaksin
parliament, Saturday. Reuters

said he will not do this and on
Saturday he stuck to that line.

“Iwill tell our friends and col-
leagues in the EU exactly what |
have told everyone else in the
last 88 days that I have served as
prime minister: that further de-
lay would be bad for this coun-
try, bad for the European Union
and bad for democracy.”

The European Commission
urged Johnson's government to
quickly explain how it wants to
proceed with Brexit preparations
after losing another parliamen-
tary vote. Spokeswoman Mina
Andreeva said Brussels "takes
note of the vote in the House of
Commons today on the so-called
Letwin Amendment meaning
that the Withdrawal Agreement
itself was not put to vote today.

“It will be for the UK govern-
ment to inform us about the next
steps as soon as possible,” she
tweeted.

EU supporters march as parllament sits to discuss Brexit in London on Saturday. Reuters

‘NEW REFERENDUM'

THE BATTLE over Brexit
spilled onto London
streets Saturday when
tens of thousands
gathered todemand a
new referendum. “l am
incensed that we are not
being listened to. Nearly
all polls show people
want toremain in the
EU. We feel we are
voiceless,” said Hannah
Barton, 56, a cider maker
from central England,
drapedinan EU flag.

EXPLAINED

Whatis the Letwin
amendment?

THE LETWIN amendment, proposed by Conservative rebel
Oliver Letwin, delays a vote on the Brexit deal until the
House passes the required legislation to implement it
properly. Itis intended to be a safety net to prevent hardline
Brexiteers from engineering a no-deal situation.

The legislation requires Johnson to write to the EU,
requesting a delay till January 31,2020. The PM has, however,
ruled out “negotiating” for an extension. Saturday’s vote
does not mean the PM’s deal is dead, as he has vowed to
introduce the required legislation next week. Whether it
will pass within the original deadline remains to be seen.
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false news on social media
platforms. The Egyptian
Center for Economic and

|1; r.!rr"f’rf

ﬁ’h

Social Rights says around
3,700 people including
journalists, activists and
foreign nationals, were ar-
rested in the past month.

SRI LANKA
L anka removed

fromFATF’s
Grey List

Colombo: Sri Lanka has
been removed from the
"Grey List" of terror financ-
ing watchdog FATF, ac-
cording toareport. The na-
tion will no longer be
subject to the force's mon-
itoring under its on-going
global anti-money laun-
dering and countering the
financing of terrorism
(AML/CFT) compliance
process, the Colombo
Gazette reported on
Saturday. The FATF, whose
five-day plenary con-
cluded in Paris on Friday,
said Sri Lanka made signif-
icant progress in address-
ing the strategic AML/CFT
deficiencies identified ear-
lier, the daily said.

A demonstrator clashes with riot police during a protest in Santiago, Chile. Reuters

E DECLARES EMERGENCY IN CAPITAL

M Residents of Chile's capital
awoke Saturday to aravaged
city as burned-out buses, bikes
and garbage littered the
streets after a day of violent
protests that prompted the
government to declare a state
of emergency and call out
soldiers to maintain order for
the first time in decades

B The stunning spasm of
unrest was triggered by an
increase in metro fares but
reflected a much broader
anger over economic and
social conditions, including a
yawning gap between rich
and poor in a country
considered one of the most
stable in Latin America.

Gabbard calls Clinton ‘queen of warmongers’

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 19

CONGRESSWOMAN  TULSI
Gabbard on Friday slammed
Hillary Clinton as “queen of war-
mongers” after the former US
Secretary of State alleged that the
Democratic election hopeful was
being “groomed” by the Russians
as the third-party candidate for
the 2020 presidential elections.
The unprecedented war of
words between the two US
politicians erupted Friday when

TULSI GABBARD, HILLARY CLINTON

Clinton during an interview ap-
peared to be floating a conspir-
acy theory that the Russians are
“grooming” Gabbard to be the
third-party candidate in the
presidential elections.

“I'm not making any predic-

tions but I think they've got their
eye onsomebodywhois currently
inthe Democratic primary and are
grooming her to be the third-
party candidate,” Clinton said, in
anapparent reference to Gabbard.

“She’s the favourite of the
Russians. They have a bunch of
sites and bots and other ways of
supporting her so far,” she told
David Plouffe’s “Campaign HQ”
podcast. Clinton did not take the
name of Gabbard during the in-
terview. But Plouffe, a former
aide to the ex-president Barack
Obama, concluded the podcast

by saying that Clinton’s “belief
that Tulsi Gabbard is going to be
a third-party candidate propped
up by Trump and the Russians.”

Gabbard, who is a fourth-
term Democratic
Congresswoman from Hawaii,
fired back.

“Great! Thank you
@HillaryClinton. You, the queen
of warmongers, embodiment of
corruption, and personification of
the rot that has sickened the
Democratic Party for solong, have
finally come out from behind the
curtain,” she tweeted. PTI

Pak oppn
leader plans
countrywide
protests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI,OCTOBER19

PAKISTAN’S OPPOSITION leader
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari has an-
nounced that his party would
hold nationwide anti-govern-
ment protests to press Prime
Minister Imran Khan to resign
and restore “real democracy” in
the country.

Bilawal, the chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party, said the
government had lost its credibil-
ity in the masses as it did not ful-
fil any of its promises. “Our de-
mand is to restore democracy [in
the country],” he said in his ad-
dress at a party rally here.

“We don’t accept this artifi-
cial democracy. the democratic
and socio-economic rights of the
masses shall be restored. and for
that Imran Khan has to resign.”

Bilawal, 31, said all opposition
parties had decided that the gov-
ernment must step down.

“Our  anti-government
movement has started from
Karachi,” he said, as he an-
nounced his plan for further
protests across the country.

He said the PPP will protest
in Thar on October 23, demon-
strate in Kashmore in Sindh
province on October 26 whereas
rallies in Punjab will begin from
November 1.

‘MADAME HAS AMPLE TIME TO WEAR HER VEIL AT HOME, ON THE STREET, BUT NOT HERE, NOT TODAY’

Another hijab furore hits France, this time over a mother on a school trip

AURELIEN BREEDEN
PARIS,OCTOBER 19

A HEATED debate over France’s
values reignited across the coun-
try this week, the latest fightin a
culture war that hasraged foryears
inuniversities, the halls of govern-
ment and even on the beach.

This time, it started with a
mother wearing a hijab on a
school trip.

Veils and head scarves are
political and social lightning rods
in France, touching on issues so
sensitive — secularism, femi-
nism and the integration of

Muslims — that they seem toin-
spire anger wherever they ap-
pear. Although the mother broke
no laws by wearing the garment,
which does not cover the face,
she enraged far-right members
of the local assembly that the
schoolchildren were visiting.

During the visit last week, in
the central city of Dijon, one of the
politicians, Julien Odoul, asked
that the woman uncover herself.

“Madame has ample time to
wear her veil at home, on the
street, but not here, not today,”
he said, citing France’s values of
secularism, known as laicité.

In a post on Twitter that in-

Epaper..neiss. com

cluded video of the incident,
Odoul said wearing the veil was
a “provocation” that couldn’t be
“tolerated” after a fatal attack on
Paris police officers this month
by a Muslim among their ranks.
A commotion broke out.
Other members of the assembly,
including the president, objected
to the request. The far-right politi-
cians, who belong to the National
Rally party, stormed out. Andina
moment captured by a picture
that soon spread widely, the
woman'’s son cried in her arms.
She has declined to speak to
the news media, but the con-
frontation quickly gained na-
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Veils and head scarves are political and social lightning rods

in France. Reuters/File

tional attention. Battle lines were
swiftly drawn.

Ononeside, there are those
who say the veil is a symbol of
female submission or religious
radicalism, an archaic garment
that has no place in France’s
secular republic. On the other
are those who argue that veiled
women are subjected to barely
hidden racism and religious
discrimination by people who
refuse to accept French multi-
culturalism.

To some, the tone of the de-
bate has become increasingly
alarming. One group of public fig-
ures, including actors, artists and

Erdogan vows to
‘crush the heads’
of Kurdish forces
if no pullout

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISTANBUL, OCTOBER 19

PRESIDENT RECEP Tayyip
Erdogan on Saturday warned
that Turkey would “crush the
heads” of Kurdish forces if they
did not withdraw from a pro-
posed safe zone along the bor-
der under a US-brokered deal.

If the pullout does not hap-
pen by Tuesday evening, “we
will start where we left off and
continue to crush the terrorists’
heads,” Erdogan said in a tele-
vised speech in central Anatolian
city of Kayseri.

Turkey has agreed to sus-
pend its Syria offensive for five
days and to end the assault if
Kurdish-led forces withdraw
from the proposed safe zone
away from the border.

Erdogan also provided some
details from his talks with the
Americans, adding that Ankara
agreed to the 120 hour time
deadline after its initial demand
of “one night” for the withdrawal.

“If the promises given to our
country are not kept, as we did in
the past we will not wait and
restart the operationassoonas the
time we have givenends,” he said.

TheTurkishleader said he also
informed US President Donald
Trump of Ankara’s position dur-
ing a phone call late Friday.

TURKEY’S
SYRIA
OFFENSIVE

“TURKS PREVENTING |
WITHDRAWAL OF
FORCES, CIVILIANS’

Beirut: The commander of
Kurdish forces in Syria ac-
cused Turkey of sabotaging
a US-brokered truce
Saturday by blocking the
withdrawal of his forces
from a flashpoint border
town in northeastern Syria.
“The Turks are preventing
the withdrawal from the
Rasal-Ainarea, preventing
the exit of our forces, the
wounded and civilians,”
Mazloum Abdi, head of
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF)said in a phone inter-
view from Syria. PTI

Pro-Kurdish demonstrators protest against Turkey’s
military action, in Germany on Saturday. Reuters

Syria withdrawal
strategic nightmare,
says McConnell

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 19

US SENATE majority leader
Mitch McConnell Friday attacked
President Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to pull troops from Syria as
“a strategic nightmare” that will
help Washington’s foes and hurt
its allies.

“Withdrawing US forces
from Syria is a grave strategic
mistake,” McConnell, the top
Republicanin Congress, wrote in
an op-ed published in The
Washington Post.

“It will leave the American
people and homeland less safe,
embolden our enemies, and
weaken importantalliances.” His
comments come after Trump
Wednesday defended his deci-
sion to pull US troops out of Syria
as “strategically brilliant.”

McConnell, usually a staunch
supporter of the president, had

academics, asked in an open let-
ter in the newspaper Le Monde
this week, “How far will we let the
hatred of Muslims go?”

“How long are we going to
accept that citizens be insulted,
assaulted, attacked, stigmatized
because of their religion?” they
asked. The letter was later
turned into a petition, which has
gathered over 180,000 signa-
tures so far.

In an interview with the
Collective Against Islamophobia
in France, an advocacy group, the
mother who went to Dijon said
the incident had “destroyed her
life.” The mother, identified by

Mitch
McConnell

earlier in the month condemned
Trump’s withdrawal of troops
from northeast Syria. “The com-
bination of a US pullbackand the
escalating Turkish-Kurdish hos-
tilities is creating a strategic night-
mare for our country,” he wrote.

“Even if the five-day cease-
fire announced Thursday holds,
events of the past week have set
back the United States’ cam-
paign against the Islamic State
and other terrorists,” he said.

McConnell did not mention
Trump by name, though he did
liken the Syria withdrawal to
the foreign policy of Trump’s
Democratic  predecessor
Barack Obama.

the group as Fatima E., also in-
tends to file alegal complaint.

“Today, I have a negative
opinion of what we call the re-
public,” she said, arguing that the
episode would reinforce the be-
lief held by some descendants of
immigrants that “France is
against them.”

“Ihave always argued against
thatdiscourse,” she said. “When
we left the regional council, they
came up to me to say: ‘You see,
we told you so! They don't like
us!” And then, [ couldn’t even
speak. The children had come
there to learn: What did they
learn?” NYT



