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Muzaffarnagar: Four men
have been arrested for al-
legedly fishing in the pro-
tected area of Hastinapur
Wildlife Sanctuary here, an
official said on Wednesday. A
raid was conducted in Bhopa
area on Tuesday evening and
the accused — Israil, Sani,
Gazamfar Ali and Ramzan —
were caught fishing in the

NORTH

UP: 4 held for fishing at
Hastinapur Sanctuary

Ganga Canal, Circle Officer
Ram Mohan Sharma said.
Over 1 quintal of fishes, two
fishing nets and a motorcycle
were seized, the officer said.
The Hastinapur Sanctuary is
a protected area in the
Gangetic plains spread across
UP’s Meerut, Muzzafarnagar,
Ghaziabad, Bijnor and
Amroha districts. PTI

CPI general secretary D Raja, AITUC secretary Amarjeet
Kaur and CPI leader Kanhaiya Kumar at the party’s 80th
foundation day celebrations in Patna on Wednesday. ANI

Malkangiri: Two people were
killed and four others criti-
cally injured when a man at-
tacked them with a knife
during a meeting at a village
in Odisha’s Malkangiri dis-
trict, police said. The incident
at MPV-33 village took place
during ameeting called tore-
solve a dispute over the ac-
cused’s alleged involvement
in an extra-marital affair, a

EAST
Twokilled, fourinjured in knife

attack at meetingin Odisha

police officer said.

Forty five-year-old Bidhan
Mirdha was infuriated by re-
marks made against himand
took out a knife and attacked
the people in the meeting,
Malkangiri SP Risikesh D
Khilari said.

The accused also sustained
injuries after he was thra-
shed by villagers following
the attack, headded.  PTI

Panaji: The IMD Goa
Observatory hasissuedared
alert for the coastal state with
aforecast of heavy rainfall on
Thursday. In a press state-
ment issued on Wednesday,
IMD Goa advised people to
stay indoors and asked fish-
ermen not to venture into the
sea due to rough weather
conditions. The state is cur-
rently on ‘orange alert’ due to

Hyderabad: Congress MP A
Revanth Reddy has been
booked for allegedly obstruct-
ing policemen from doing th-
eir duty, police said Wednes-
day.OnOctober21,Reddy was
among several leaders and
workers of the Congress taken
into preventive custody as
they attempted to lay siege to
CM K Chandrasekhar Rao’s
residence.

WEST
Goa putonalertas heavy rain

predicted on Thursday

SOUTH

MP booked for obstructing
cops fromdischarging duty

a low pressure belt that has
developed in the Arabian Sea
and is expected to bring in
heavy showers.

IMD Goa director Dr
Krrishnamurty Padgalwar
said, “In the next 24 hours,
the system might soon turn
into a depression...” A red
alert denotes a possibility of
heavy or extremely heavy
rain for that region. PTI

They were seeking im-
mediate resolution to the in-
definite strike by the State
Regional Transport Corporat-
ion employees. A Sub-Inspe-
ctor of police lodged a com-
plaint saying the MP and his
followers “pushed aside” po-
licemen when they tried to
catch him. Reddy allegedly
manhandled an ACP when
police tried tostop him.  PTI

Kartarpur corridor pact
may be signed today: Pak

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, OCTOBER 23

PAKISTAN SAID on Wednesday
that a historic agreement with
India to operationalise the
Kartarpur corridor was likely to
be signed on Thursday.

The corridor will connect the
Dera Baba Nanak shrine in
India’s Punjab with the gurd-
wara at Kartarpur, about four km
from the international border,
located at Narowal district of
Pakistan’s Punjab province.

Initially, the two sides had
agreed that the pact will be
signed on Wednesday.

“It is our effort to get the
agreement signed tomorrow (on
Thursday),” Foreign Office
spokesman Mohammad Faisal
told reporters in Islamabad.

He said a mechanism had

been agreed under which the
pilgrims would come in the
morning and return in the
evening after visiting Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib. At least 5,000 pil-
grims will be allowed to visit the
holy site every day.

Faisal said that each visitor
would be required to pay USD 20
as fee. He said more details of the
agreement would be shared af-
teritis signed.

Indiais going ahead with the
signing of the pact though it was
strongly opposed to Pakistan’s
decision to levy a service charge
of USD 20 on each pilgrim.

InNew Delhi, the Ministry of
External Affairs on Monday said
a joint secretary-level officer in
the Union Home Ministry will
meet Pakistan officials at zero
point near the site of Kartarpur
corridor on Thursday and sign
the MoU onIndia’sbehalf. PTI
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Al Qaeda’s Kashmir affiliate

wiped out, says J&K DGP

Zakir Musa successor who led Ansar in Valley among 3 killed in gunfight: DGP

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

STATING THAT Hameed Lelhari,
who led Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind
(AGH), an Al Qaeda “affiliate” in
Kashmir, was among three mil-
itants killed in a gunfight in
south Kashmir on Tuesday,
Jammu and Kashmir’s Director
General of Police (DGP) Dilbagh
Singh on Wednesday said that
the AGH has now been wiped
out from the Valley.

Lelhari, according to the DGP,
had taken over from Ansar
founder Zakir Musa after the lat-
ter was killed in May this year.

Lelhari and his associates
Naveed Ahmed Tak and Junaid
Rashid were killed in a gunfight
in Rajpora village of Tral, in
Awantipora, on Tuesday
evening, the police said.

Addressing the media in
Srinagar, DGP Singh pointed out
that Lelhari was made leader of
AGH after Zakir Musa was killed
on May 24. “At that time, this
group (AGH) had been wiped
out, but after he (Lelhari) moti-
vated them, two people joined
the militant ranks — Naveed and
Junaid. The three militants
worked in coordination with
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM),
which is forging ties with
Lashkar-e-Toiba (and) Hizb-ul-

Zakir Musa successor killed: DGP Dilbagh Singh. Shuaib Masoodi

Mujahideen...in attempt to in-
crease violence on the directions
of Pakistani agencies.”

Aresident of Lelhar village in
Pulwama, Lelhari had joined the
militant ranks in 2016, according
to the police. Before joining AGH,
he was associated with JeM. DGP
Singh said Lelhari was involved
in several attacks on security
forces and the killing of a civilian
in south Kashmir.

After the trio was killed on
Tuesday, DGP Singh said that the
police initially got information
that a local man was identified
and the two others were
Pakistani or foreign terrorists.
“But late night, the two others

were identified. All three were
local militants, all of them asso-
ciated with AGH,” he said.
Singh said Junaid’s brother
was also a militant, and he had
been killed earlier. “We also feel
the pain that these people have
taken to the wrong path,” he said.
“Even today, we want young men
on the wrong path to shun
weapons and take theright path.”
Weapons, he added, lead to death.
The DGP also said that as
against apprehension that a
large number of young people
would take up gunsin the Valley
“after August 5” — when the
Union government announced
repeal of special status to J&K

Students return to NIT,
some to stay, some to quit

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

RETURNING TO campus after
nearly three months, Ravirolled
his two suitcases behind him af-
ter registering at the gate. A third
semester student of Mechanical
Engineering at the National
Institute of Technology (NIT) in
Srinagar, he had been waiting at
home in Maharashtra to hear
about the resumption of classes
at the college and was surprised
when the institute posted a no-
tification on October 15.

The shutdown of classes has
delayed his coursework, but he
has found a way. “We are re-
quired to submit a projectin the
third semester, soI contacted IIT
Kharagpur and I will be complet-
ing my project there,” said Ravi.

He said several other stu-
dents are exploring options to
continue classwork elsewhere
while Kashmir emerges out of
the clampdown.

The institute has over 2,000
students from across the coun-
try. In the days preceding the
Centre’s August 5 decision to re-
voke Jammu and Kashmir’s spe-
cial status, students were asked
to vacate the campus. The move
also came in the wake of a state
administration order asking
tourists and Amarnath yatris in
the state to “curtail” their stay in
the Valley immediately and take
“necessary measures” to return
as soon as possible.

Through the day, students
trickled into the campus with
luggage. Some said they were
able to convince their parents to
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NIT-Srinagar has opened after nearly 3 months. Shuaib Masoodi

go back since the telephone lines
had been restored.

Meanwhile, several students
are cancelling admissions and
heading to other institutes. “I
have come back to cancel my ad-
mission.[don’t want torisk such
long breaks again and based on
my JEE score, I have got admis-
sion at Jamia Millia (Islamia),”
Viksit Sharma, a civil engineer-
ing student from Delhi told
The Indian Express.

On Wednesday, there were
barely 20 students in the court-
yard of the institute’s main
building.

However, as per Registrar
Kaiser Bukhari, approximately
1,600 students have returned to
the campus since the college an-
nounced on October 15 that it
would resume classes.

“We had moved some staff to

Delhi following the shutdown on
August 5.So we were able to up-
date our website and inform stu-
dents outside J&K about the re-
sumption of classes. For local
students, we had issued adver-
tisements in local newspapers,”
said the registrar.

The advertisements, how-
ever, did not reach all local stu-
dents. Ishfaqg Ahmad, a student
from Kupwara said, “We do not
get papers everyday but I visited
the college last week and found
out that classes will resume.”

Of the 90 students enrolled
in his class, about eight are at-
tending classes.

Many laboratories and class-
rooms were locked across the in-
stitute on Wednesday.

Outside the hostels, the class
schedules have been pasted for
those returning back to campus.

and bifurcation of the state into
two UTs — “we are happy to say
that the number of boys (joining
militant ranks)is less than what
was before this (August 5)”.
Militancy, he said, can be
checked only when the local
youth shun the path of violence
and choose peace.

DGP Singh also said that a
“sizeable” number of militants
have infiltrated into the Valley,
although he declined to give any
numbers. “Decrease in militant
activities has worried Pakistan,
that’s why they are making
every effort to push militants
(into the Valley). Some militants
have infiltrated, and a large num-
ber of their attempts have been
foiled. I can’t give you the exact
number of militants who have
come in after August 5 but their
number is sizeable — that much
I can say,” Singh said.

Singh said: “Their sightings
have taken place at a number of
places in north Kashmir and
south Kashmir,and going by that
we feel that the number is size-
able. But again,  would say that
the number is not that big that
we should be very worried about
it. As it happens always, they
(Pakistan) send some number,
we deplete some number.
Therefore that process is on
(and) we would bring the num-
ber (of militants) down.”

J&K admin
starts winding
up state panels

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

A WEEK before the bifurcation
of Jammu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories, the adminis-
tration on Wednesday ordered
the winding up of the various
state commissions.

The general administration
department on Wednesday is-
sued orders sanctioning the
winding-up of the State Human
Rights Commission, the State
Information Commission, the
State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, the State
Electricity Regulatory
Commission, the  State
Commission for Protection of
Women & Child Rights, the State
Commission for Persons with
Disabilities and the State
Accountability Commission.
These commissions will cease to
operate with effect from October
31, the day the state’s bifurcation
comes into effect.

The order said the
Chairpersons/President and
Members of Commissions shall
cease to hold office from the said
date, adding that all the staff
posted in these Commissions,
drawn from various depart-
ments, shall report to the admin-
istrative departments concerned
from October 30, 2019.

The government has also said
that the vehicles allotted to or
purchased for these
Commissions are to be handed
over to the State Motor Garages
Department while the buildings
housing these commissions
would be handed over to the
Estates department.

PLAN TOo MAP DISTRIBUTION AND CHALLENGES TO SURVIVAL

Rules firmed up to count snow 1

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

INDIA AND other countries must
strive to double the population of
snow leopards in the coming
decade, Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Prakash Javadekar said on
Wednesday while launching the
first national protocol to assess the
population of the endangered
species in the country.

“We must start thinking about
capacity building, livelihood,
green economy and green path-
ways even in snow leopard areas
of the Himalayan range and cross-
country cooperation,” Javadekar
said at the inaugural session of the
fourth steering committee meet-
ing of the Global Snow Leopard

and Ecosystem Protection
(GSLEP) Program.

In India, the snow leopard in-
habits upper Himalayan and
trans-Himalayan ranges at an al-
titude range between 3,000 and
5,400 metres and spanning 1 lakh
sq km across five states: Jammu
and Kashmir (including Ladakh),
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.
This area contributes to about 5
per cent of the global snow leop-
ard range. Besides India, snow
leopards are found in 11 other
countries.

GSLEP is a high-level inter-
governmental alliance of these 12
countries. Governments of these
countries have jointly initiated an
effort to conduct Population
Assessment of World’s Snow
Leopards, or PAWS.

Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar at the inaugural
session of the 4th steering
committee meeting of the
GSLEP Programme in New
Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

As part of this agreement,
Javadekar on Wednesday
launched the ‘Snow Leopard
Population Assessment in India’

EXPLAINE

Why theyare hard
to track, count
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US CONGRESS HEARING

2 civil society
members back
India on J&K

move, 3 oppose

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ADAY after the US administration
said there is a “humanitarian cri-
sis” inJ&K; civil society groups tes-
tifying before aUS Congress com-
mittee gave a mixed picture of the
ground situation. While three
speakers criticised the govern-
ment on the human rights situa-
tion in Kashmir, two others de-
fended New Delhi’s moves.

These people were heard dur-
ing the second part of the first US
Congressional hearing on the gov-
ernment’s decision remove J&K’s
special status under Article 370.

The hearing on “Human
Rights in South Asia: Views from
the State Department and the
Region”, lasting two-and-a-half-
hours, was chaired by US
Congressman Brad Sherman,
chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Asia.

Nitasha Kaul, associate pro-
fessor in  Politics and
International Relations at
University of Westminster, said
that denial of democratic rights
in Kashmir affects not only the
residents but also those living
outside - in India and overseas.
She said, “Tobe clear, arbitrary ar-
rests, shrinking of space for
peaceful expression of views, and
restrictions on freedom of as-
sembly and other democratic
rights have long been a feature of
life in Kashmir. Whatis new is the
acute and extreme nature of the
restrictions, contempt for all
democratic norms, and putting
an end to all possibility for dia-
logue with Kashmiris, who seek
justice, dignity, freedom, and self-
determination. Given there is no
longer any space for peaceful ex-
pression of dissent anywhere in
Kashmir, what are Kashmiris be-
ing pushed toward? While sell-
ing its actions in Kashmir as
aimed for development, Indian
state has flouted every single
principle of democracy.”

Angana Chatterji, co-chair,
Political Conflict, Gender and
People’s RightsInitiative, research
anthropologist at University of
California, Berkeley, said:
“Kashmiris state that following
August 5 they are afraid of their
forcible incorporation into the
Union of India... Many are appre-
hensive that inhumane condi-
tions, extreme brutality and the
negation of human rights by insti-

tutions of state could foster an
armed uprising within Kashmir...”

Ravi Batra, chair, National
Advisory Council for South Asian
Affairs, told the US Congress:
“..The first thing somebody wants
before they want human rights,
they want to live. I owe India an
apology - when she suffered the
Mumbai terror attack on
November 26, 2008, when Jews
and Americans were singled out
for death by Pakistan-based ter-
rorists, I joined in, arguing for ‘re-
straint’.Iwas wrong. Terror needs
tobe eradicated, soour rightsand
freedoms mean something.”

AartiTikoo Singh, senior assis-
tant editor of The Times of India,
told the panel that Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism has been com-
pletely overlooked by the world
mediaover thelast 30 years, evok-
ing a sharp reaction from US
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar,
who questioned her objectivity
while reporting.

Omar accused Singh of repre-
senting the official side of the story
and cast aspersions on her jour-
nalistic credentials. She did not let
Singh speak. Omar said a re-
porter’s job is to find objective
truth about what’s happening,
and report it to the public.

Singh accused Omar of being
“unfair” and alleged that the hear-
ing was “prejudiced, biased, a
setup against India and in favour
of Pakistan”. She said:
“Throughout these 30 years of
conflict,Islamicjihad and terrorin
Kashmir perpetrated by Pakistan
hasbeen completelyignored and
overlooked by the world press.
There is no humanrights activists
and no press in the world which
feelsit is their moral obligation to
talk or write about the victims of
Pakistani terror in Kashmir.”

Francisco Bencosme, Asia-
Pacific advocacy manager at
Amnesty International, told the
US Congress that Amnesty
International has documented a
clear pattern of authorities using
administrative detention on
politicians, activists and anyone
likely to hold a dissenting opinion
before and after August 5. “While
the Central Home Ministry claims
it has no information on name
and locations of detainees, media
reports suggest that the number
of detentions runs in thousands.
The Jammu & Kashmir police re-
cently accepted that about 144
children, as young as nine, have
been taken into custody.”

Terror funding: Court takes note
of charges against Yasin Malik

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

A DELHI court on Wednesday
took cognizance of a supple-
mentary chargesheet filed by
NIA against JKLF chief Yasin
Malik and othersina 2017 terror
funding case.

Additional Sessions Judge
Rakesh Syal took cognizance of
the final report, which also
names separatist leaders Asiya
Andrabi, Shabir Shah and
Masarat Alam Bhat as accused.

eopards in upper H

THE ELUSIVE nature of the snow leopard makes it an ex-
tremely difficult species to track and count. Recent surveys
have shown that they do not live in 25 per cent of the area
believed to be a part of their range in Himachal Pradesh. The
ministry report states that despite being a leading country
in snow leopard science and conservation efforts, India still
does not have a “robust and accurate population estimate
for the country, much like other range countries”.

(SPAI), which will look at both na-
tional and state-wise population
estimates of these animals, both
in and outside protected areas.
SPAI will include a distribution
map of snow leopards, spatial
mapping of threats faced by these

animals in different parts of its
range, identification of important
population and biodiversity sites,
capacity building of young con-
servationists, and identification of
potential refuge for snow leopards
in response to pressures like cli-

The NIA had submitted before
the court that the High
Commission of Pakistan “organ-
ises functions & meetings in New
Delhi, to which Hurriyat leaders
from Kashmir are invited and
they are given instructions and
funds during these occasions”.

The NIA has also claimed that
funds are being “raised out of il-
legal benefits drawn from LoC
trade”, and that these funds are
routed by buyers of those im-
ported goods in New Delhi
through hawala channels and
shell companies to Kashmir.

imalayas

mate change.

The Wildlife Institute of India,
Nature Conservation Foundation,
PAWS Technical support commit-
tee of GSLEP, GTI Council, WWF,
World Bank Group, Wildlife
Conservation Trust and Global
Tiger Forum will assist in devel-
oping SPA, it was informed.

According to an Environment
and Forest Ministry report re-
leased on Wednesday, the snow
leopard facesimminent threat as
aresult of prey depletioninIndia
due to excessive livestock graz-
ing, retribution killing, poaching,
illegal trade, unregulated
tourism, climate change, infra-
structure development in the
mountains and poor waste man-
agement practices, “leading to
increase in free-ranging dog
populations.”



