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CBI books
Cong’s Rawat,
BJP minister
for 2016 bids
to buy MLAs

Former Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Harish Rawat

EXPRESS NEW'S SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE CBI has booked former
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Harish Rawat for alleged at-
tempts to buy the support of
rebel Congress MILAsin 2016. His
then Cabinet colleague Harak
Singh Rawat, who is now a min-
ister in the state’s BJP-led gov-
ernment, and Urnesh Sharma,
the editor of Noida-based
Samachar Plus channel, have
also been booked.

The CBI's FIR is based on the
findings of a preliminary enquiry
launched in April 2016, follow-
ing a “sting operation” video that
purportedly showed Harish
Rawat discussing a payoff with
Harak Singh Rawat in lieu of the
support of rebel Congress MLAs.

“The recorded video conver-
sation dated 23.03.2016 has
been examined by the Forensic
Science Laboratory,
Gandhinagar, and it has been
opined that there is no addition/
deletion/ insertion/ tampering/
morphing in the video files, in-
dicating that the recordings are
genuine,” says the FIR.

The CBI has charged the trio
under IPC sections pertaining to
criminal conspiracy and bribery;,
and under provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
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Polling officials in Jammu, on the eve of Block Development Council polls, on Wednesday, P11

In first test after Art 370 move,
J&K votes in block polls today

Over 1,000 in fray but NC, PDP, Cong are giving it a miss

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

IN THE first democratic process
in Jammu and Kashmir since the
government’s August 5 decision
to scrap the special status under
Article 370, elections to Block
Development Councils (BDC) —
the second tier in the Panchayati
Raj system — will be held on
Thursday.

Thisis the first time that over
26,000 panchs and sarpanchs
from across the state — elected

in November-December last
year — will cast their votes in
their respective blocks to elect
the BDC chairpersons. Any
panch or sarpanch can stand for
the post of block chairperson.

But with the mainstream po-
litical leadership detained since
August, and, barring the BJP, all
the major parties — NC,PDP and
Congress — deciding to boycott
the polls, questions are being
raised about the credibility of the
process.

While J&K has 316 blocks,
elections were to be held for 310

The Bulgarian truck came from Belgium. AP

39 found dead in a truck
near London, victims’
nationalities not known

MEGAN SPECIA
LONDON, OCTOBER 23

THE POLICE have opened a mur-
der investigation after the bod-
ies of 39 people were found in a
truck at the Waterglade
Industrial Park in Grays, near
London, in the early hours of
Wednesday.

“This is a tragic incident
where alarge number of people
have lost their lives,” Andrew
Mariner, Chief Superintendent
of the Essex Police, said. “Our en-
quiries are ongoing to establish
what has happened.”

Thedriver,a25-year-old-man
from Northern Ireland, has been

arrested on suspicion of murder.
According to the police, it ap-
peared that all but one of the dead,
ateenager, were adults. The police
believe the truck, which is from
Bulgaria, came from Belgium, en-
tered Britain at Holyhead port in
Wiales on Saturday, more than 300
miles northwest of where it was
discovered.

Vehicles entering Holyhead
typically come from Ireland, but
what route the truck took
remains unclear, as do the na-
tionalities of those inside. Pippa
Mills,the deputy chief constable
of Essex Police, said the police
had been called to the scene by
the local ambulance service, but

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

blocks, as there were no candi-
dates in the remaining blocks.
Official records show that while
no panch or sarpanch had been
elected in two blocks of the
Valley, there was no female
panch or sarpanch in the four
blocks reserved for women — 33
per cent of the blocks have been
reserved for women candidates.
Of the 310 blocks, candidates
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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CABINET KEEPS OUT 69 AFFLUENT, ILLEGAL COLONIES

An old Delhi demand met: Govt
will reqularise illegal colonies

Over 40 lakhin 1,728 colonies stand
to benefit, property rights for a fee

KRISHN KAUSHIK
& MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

IN A move that will impact over
40 lakh people — afifth of Delhi’s
npopulation — the Centre
Wednesday cleared the proposal
toregularise 1,728 unauthorised
colonies in the national capital,
fulfilling a promise made by po-
litical parties in the city for
almost two decades.

Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri,
who callec the decision the
“most farsighted, progressive,
revolutionary step” taken in
Delhi’s history since 1947, said 69
affluent colonies such as Sainik
Farms, Mahendru Enclave and
Anant Ram Diary, or colonies in
forest or protected areas, have
been kept out of the purview of
the Union Cabinet’s decision,
demonstrating “the govern-
ment’s commitment to first deal
with the issues of the economi-
cally weaker sections”.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

FRENKING NEWS: BP 50095
next Dethi potis...

A poll
@ issue

EXPLAINED

AHEAD OF next year’s
assembly elections, the
Cabinet decision could
serve as a shot in the arm
for the Delhi BJP. At the
same time, it will start

a battle with rival AAP
on who should get the
credit for the move.

MTNL, BSNL
to be merged,
revival plan

gets go-ahead

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE UNION Cabinet Wednesday

approved a merger and revival
plan for state-run telecommuni-
cation companies Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) and
Mahanagar Telecom Nigam Ltd
(MTNL)which are reeling under
the pressure of mounting losses
and competition in the sector.
Alongside the merger, the re-
vival proposal for the merged en-
tity entails a four-pronged strat-
egy — administrative allotment
of spectrum for 4G services, debt
restructuring by raising of bonds
with sovereign guarantee ex-
tended by the Centre, reducing
employee costs through a volun-
tary retirement scheme (VRS)
scheme, and monetisation of
assets.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

It is Judge vs Judge on the same bench S&P waves a red ﬂag
in Bombay HC over a corruption case

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

SITTING ON a High Court divi-
sion bench, they heard a case to-
gether and reserved the order.
But then according to one judge,
the other — the more senior
member — pronounced the
judgment before he could add
his views. The upset judge went
on to pen a dissenting verdict,
making evident his strong dis-
pleasure.

In his October 3 dissenting
judgement, Justice K K
Sonawane of the Aurangabad
bench of the Bombay High Court
said: “I did not receive any op-

d b

Justices TV Nalawade and
KKSonawane

portunity to go through the
judgment authored by Senior
Member of the Bench (Shri TV
Nalawade, ].) nor the draft of the
same was forwarded to me for
perusal”. He called it a “glaring
example of lack of coordination,
lack of consultation, deliberation

or discussion on the matter-in-
issue amongst judges of this
Division Bench prior to pro-
nouncement of judgment into
the matter pending for its adju-
dication on merit.”

This happened when the
bench of Justices Nalawade and
Sonawane was seized of pleas
seeking a probe into allegations
of graft in the repair works of a
road. While both judges agreed
on the question of continuing the
police probe, the difference was
over the approach to charges
against certain PWD officials.

Justice Sonawane said the
Supreme Court, while discussing
the mode and manner of writing

CONTINUEDON PAGE 10

AG pulls out a question: Can there
be new curbs on freedom of speech?

m_.‘;

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ATTORNEY GENERAL K K
Venugopal suggested to the
Supreme Court Wednesday that
itexamine the question whether
any restriction, other than those
permissible under Article 19(2),
can be imposed on the right to
freedom of speech and expres-
sion guaranteed by the
Constitution in Article 19 (1) (a)
on the ground that such speech
violates some other fundamen-

Attorney
General KK
Venugopal

tal right of an individual.
Venugopal mentioned this
before a five-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Justice Arun
Mishra and also comprising
Justices Indira Banerjee, Vineet
Saran, M R Shah and S Ravindra

Bhat, which is hearing the ques-
tion on the limits of free speech
of aminister or a person holding
a high office.

The matter had risen in the
context of controversial remarks
by then Uttar Pradesh minister
Azam Khan on the July 2016
Bulandshahr gangrape case.
Later that year, Khan tendered an
unconditional apology to the
Supreme Court.

Athree-judge bench, headed
by then Justice Dipak Misra, had
referred the matter to a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 10

Contagion risk rising

in financial sector

‘Failure of any large NBFC or HFC may
deliver solvency shock to lenders’

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

S&P GLOBAL Ratings
Wednesday said the Indian
financial sector is facing rising
risk of contagion and failure of
any large finance company will
adversely impact economic
growth.

Inits report ‘Indian Financial
Sector Braces For Fat Contagion
Tail Risk’, S&P said a bank failure
could disrupt the inter-bank
market, payments, hurt credit
availability and adversely affect
economic growth.

“India’s finance companies
are among the country’s largest
borrowers. A substantial part of
this funding comes from banks.
The failure of any large non-
banking financial company or
housing finance company may
deliver a solvency shock to
lenders,” said S&P Global Ratings
credit analyst Geeta Chugh.

The S&P warning has come at
a time when banks are strug-
gling to put in a resolution plan
for housing finance major
Dewan Housing Finance Ltd
(DHFL) which has defaulted on
repayments.

FITCH WARNS OF
CAPITAL SHORTFALL

Mumbai: Fitch Ratings
has said Indian banks
could face a capital short-
fall of about $50 billionin
the event of a systemic
crisis in the NBFC sector.
REPORT, PAGE 19

NBFCs, or shadow banks,
went into a tailspin after
Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services (IL&FS), which
has a debt of around Rs 94,000
crore, collapsed in September
2018. NBFCs have already
slowed down their operationsin
the wake of a fund crunchin the
system.

The Reserve Bank of India has
been closely monitoring the top
50 non-banking finance compa-
nies to ascertain if there is any
rising systemic risk with more
such institutions having failed
over the last year, including
DHFL.

Moreover, the failure of a
large finance company may have
other consequences, such as

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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have to measure, turn in their waist size by Nov 1

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 23

POLICE OFFICERS in Bikaner dis-
trict of Rajasthan have a new task
athand: toidentify all personnel
whose weight and waist size is
“more than average”, and submit

EFH:per..nE)'Ss. com

details of their measurements,
either by email or post, by
November 1.

“Identify all officers/ person-
nel working under you who have
more than average weight/ waist
size at your office/ branch level
and send information about their
weight/waist size,” says an order
issued Wednesday by the office
of the SP, Bikaner.

If no overweight personnel
are found in the survey, the offi-

cers will have to specify that too
in a communication to the SP’s
office. “Give this utmost prior-
ity...if the information is not sent
on time, departmental action
will be taken against the officer
in-charge,” it says.

The order, in Hindi, has pre-
scribed a format in which the in-
formation has to be sent, which
includes the names of overweight
personnel, their designation,
weight, chest size and waist size.

When contacted, Bikaner SP
Pradeep Mohan Sharma told The
Indian Express: “This is a routine
process that happens every year
on the directions of the police
headquarters. This is part of a
survey done to check the fitness
of personnel, to see who needs
improvement in which section
and to use it in an advisory.”

Inthe past too, the Rajasthan
Police has given emphasis on fit-
ness during the recruitment

process. In 2011, the then
Rajasthan DGP Harish Meena
had proposed a 10-kilometre fit-
ness run as part of the recruit-
ment process, to which some
senior police officers and politi-
cians had objected.

Meena had then said that
there was a need to change the
public perception of a policeman
as a fat, potbellied man. Meena
had himself completed a 10-km
run in 48 minutes.

Suvajit Dey
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Illegal colonies

The announcement comes
months before the Delhi assem-
bly polls, scheduled for February.
Both Aam Aadmi Party and the
BJP have, over the past year,
sparred over theissue, each blam-
ing the other for delaying the
process.

The government will intro-
duce aBillin the winter session of
Parliament to “recognise general
power of attorney, will, agree-
menttosell, purchase and posses-
siondocuments” —aone-timere-
laxation for residents of such
colonies.

After the implementation of
the decision, those who have built
or bought houses in unauthorised
colonies will get ownership rights.
Currently, these properties are
passed on or bought on the basis
of power of attorney, will, or
agreement to sell documents. But
they cannot be registered with the
revenue department and one
cannot get bank loans to build or
buy in these areas. The colonies
do not come under the jurisdic-
tion of municipal bodies and, asa
result, unsafe and illegal construc-
tion cannot be checked or pe-
nalised.

People will have to pay a one-
time fee to register their proper-
ties, which will vary depending
on the area of the property, the

circle rate of adjacent authorised
colonies,and the nature of land —
government, private or agricul-
tural.

Atapress conference soon af-
terwards, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, who has in the
pastlocked horns with the Centre
on the issue, welcomed the an-
nouncement and said the regu-
larisation process must start soon.

“Till now, parties have made
these promises before elections.
When we came to power, we im-
mediately took this issue up and
prepared a proposal and sentitto
the Centre in November 2015. We
keptdiscussing the issue with the
Centre. In July, the Centre sent a
draft cabinet note and we re-
sponded promptly... This was a
long struggle — for us as well as
for the people of Delhi... People
will only benefit once they have
registry (property registration pa-
pers) in their hands, otherwise
they will think it is just another
empty promise,” Kejriwal said.

Puri, meanwhile,emphasised
that the announcemerit was 1ot
made keeping in mind the up-
coming assembly elections in
Delhi. This is not timed for the
elections, he said, adding that
there have been several elections
since 2008, when the DDA had
first prepared the plan for regu-
larisation.

Asked if the decision would

WEB
EXCLUSIVE
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EXPLAINED: WHY THE GOVT WANTS TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION OF MSMES

A change in definition of MSMEs is expected to improve their ease of doing business and help create more
jobs. According to a Reserve Bank of India report, the MSMESs are amongst the strongest drivers of economic
development, innovation and employment.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

encourage encroachment in other
parts of the city, Puri said the de-
cision was a “question of equity”.

He also attacked the Delhi
government, and asked if it did
not take any decision on this front
even in the next five years, will it
be “equitable for us to allow our
own citizens to live in those sub-
human conditions in unsafe
structures, many of which fall,
many of them don’t have access
to sewage?”

“In today’s new India, I think
we oweit to those people to trans-
fer these rights,” he said.

Providing ownershiprights to
people living in unauthorised
colonies has been a point of con-
tention between the AAP-led
Delhi government and the BJP-led
Centre, with both trying to take
credit forit.

AAP considers peopleliving in
unauthorised colonies a key vote
bank, with several policies tailor-
made for them. Earlier this year,
the CM made a series of an-
nouncements regarding develop-
laying water
pipelines and sewers and con-
structing roads — in such colonies.
Ahead of Lok Sabha polls, the BJP
too shifted its focus to unautho-
rised colonies. Wednesday’s de-
cision, party leaders from both
AAP and BJP acknowledged, will
have an impact on the outcome
of next year’s assembly polls.

wn Amd var~sls
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MADE IN CHINAMOVIE
CASTINTERVIEW

The movie also stars
Mouni Roy, Boman
Irani and Sumeet Vyas

The road ahead for DDA,
which hasbeen given the primary
responsibility of executing the de-
cision, is not easy. They have to
complete the exercise to demar-
cate borders of these colonies —
something that the Delhi govern-
ment has failed to do in the past
four years despite different pri-
vate agencies being hired for the
job.

MTNL, BSNL

MTNL provides telephony
services in Delhi and Mumbai,
while BSNL is present across the
rest of the circles in the country.

A group of ministers headed
by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had earlier approved there-
vival plan proposed by the
Department of
Telecommunications (DoT). The
DoT’s revival plan, officials indi-
cated, involved inputs from re-
structuring plans submitted by
the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad, and
Deloitte, engaged separately tolay
A v arin A vonarriv ral semn A dian ~n FADCNIT
Luvviidicvivdlludull lCllJ 1UL DOINL
and MTNL respectively.

Briefing reporters after the
Union Cabinet meeting,
Communications and IT Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad said that
prior to the merger, MTNL will op-
erate as a subsidiary of BSNL and
that the government is hopeful of
the companies turning “prof-
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itable” over the next two years.

Alongside Air India, the BSNL
and MTNLare the worst perform-
ing PSUs for the government. The
Public Enterprises Survey 2017-
18, which mapped the perform-
ance of central public sector units,
reported that BSNL, MTNLand Air
India contributed 52.15 per cent
of the total loss incurred by cen-
tral public sector enterprises in
2017-18.

The merger proposal for the
two PSUs comes at a time when
the telecom sectoris facing finan-
cial stress due to stiff competition
and reduction in tariff. For BSNL
and MTNL, the competitionin the
mobile segment, high employee
cost and absence of 4G services
(exceptin few circles for BSNL)in
the data-centric telecom market
has progressively eroded their
competitive strength.

Prasad said the Cabinet pro-
poses to address that by clearing
the way for the administrative al-
lotment of spectrum for 4G serv-
ices to BSNL and MTNL to enable
L1ICILL WV lJl UVIUCT vludupudliu dliiuvl
other data services. This spectrum
will be funded by the Centre by
way of capital infusion in these
PSUs at an estimated value of Rs
20,140 crore, alongside a GST im-
pact of Rs 3,674 crore to be also
borne by the government and
funded through budgetary re-
sources.

Officials said by leveraging this
spectrum allotment, the telecom
companies will be able to deliver
4G services and compete in the
market.

BSNL and MTNL have also
been cleared to raise long-term
bonds of Rs 15,000 crore, for
which sovereign guarantee will
be provided by the Centre. The
PSUs will restructure their exist-
ing debtand also partly meet their
capacity expansion obligations.

Alongside this, the VRS
scheme that the two companies
would offer to their employees,
aged 50 years and above, is pro-

SOURAV GANGULY ON
RUNNING BCCI

Ganguly says he will
run BCCl just like he led

Team India

posed to be funded by the Centre
through budgetary support. The
ex-gratiacomponent of VRSis ex-
pected to entail an additional Rs
17169 crore and the details of the
scheme will be finalised by the
two companies shortly. According
to Prasad, around half of the em-
ployees fall in this age bracket.

The asset monetisation planis
expected to generate an addi-
tional revenue stream. As of
March 2018, BSNL owned land
worthRs 70,000 crore and build-
ings worth Rs 3,760 crore.

Prasad said these (the two
companies) are “strategic assets
of India” and have been playing
an important role in coping with
natural calamities and managing
Army networks. He said neither
BSNL or MTNL is being closed, or
government’s stake divested or
the firms being hived off to a third
party.

BSNL has been reporting
losses continuously since 2009-
10. The company has over 1.65
lakh employees across India and

provisional loss Was Rs 4,859
crorein2015-16,Rs 4,793 crorein
2016-17,Rs 7993 crorein 2017-18
and is estimated to surge to Rs
14,202 crore in 2018-19, accord-
ing to information presented by
the administrative ministry in
Parliament.

J&K votes

in27 blocks have been elected un-
opposed. So vating will be held
only in 283 blocks, where over a
thousand candidates are in the
fray. According to the election de-
partment, 853 are independent
candidates, while 218 are from
the BJP.

“We areready and everything
is in place,” J&K’s Chief Electoral
Office Shailendra Kumar told The
Indian Express. “All polling mate-
rial has been despatched and the
staff have been frained. Counting
will take place immediately after
the elections are over,” he said.
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How US Congressional
hearing on Kashmir
will impact India

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode of the 3 Things podcast,
we look at the highlights of the US
Congressional hearing on Kashmir and
how it will impact India-US relations

Polling stations have been set
up at each block. “We have made
(security) arrangements for the
BDC polls at every place. I believe
that the elections will be held
peacefully,” said J&K’s Director
General of Police (DGP) Dilbag
Singh.

Officials have said that the
BDC polls will pave the way for
elections to the District Planning
and Development Boards (DPDB),
the third-tier of Panchayati Raj,
and thus spur developmentin the
state. “It is for the first time that
the DPDB would be emerging out
of popularly elected local self-gov-
ernments,” CEO Kumar had ear-
lier told The Indian Express.

However, official figures reveal
that 61 per cent of panch seats in
the Valley are vacant. Of the
18,833 panch seats in Kashmir,
panches have been elected in only
7,596, as there were no candidates
in the remaining seats. And of the
7,596 elected panches, the gov-
ernment has notified only 7,308,
as only one panch was elected in
288 panchayats.

The figures are similar for the
sarpanches as well. According to
government figures, over 45 per
cent sarpanch seats in the Valley
are vacant. Of the 2,375 sarpanch
seats in the Valley, 1,558 have
beenelected, and only 1,311 noti-
fied.

S&P cautions

draining the credit available to the
sector. “This contagion runs the
risk of spreading to real estate
companies too. Finance compa-
nies are the largest lenders to this
segment and any failure among
such institutions could jeopard-
ize credit flows to developers,” the
S&P report said.

“Markets reflect this fragility.
Many finance companies have
lost more than half of their equity
value in the past year, and credit
markets are charging huge pre-
miums on debt issued by the
riskier finance companies,” it said.

Given the seriousness of such
risks, S&P expects the govern-
ment to support systemically im-
portant institutions that get into
trouble. The supportis more likely
to be available to banks rather
than any finance company; it said.
India’s funding conditions, it said,
remain fragile after the default of
IL&FS, with a tight refinancing
market and choppy equity mar-
kets, collectively making it diffi-
cult for institutions to raise capi-
tal.

“Abank failure in the current
market could exacerbate risks. It
may be cheaper for the govern-
ment to support a bank than let-
ting a shaky credit system under-
mine the economy,” it said. In its
base case, S&P expects that the
resolution of weak finance com-
panies will be “swift and orderly”,
and contagion will be managed.

However, S&P does not expect
the contagion to impact public
sector banks. “While many pub-
lic sector banks are weak, people
draw comfort from their state
ownership and the repeated
demonstrations of government
support for the institutions — for
example through regular capital
infusions,” it said.

The report cited past cases of
weak bank failures such as Global
Trust Bank, Nedungadi Bank,
United Western Bank, Bank of
Rajasthanand Sangli Bank where
there was “swift action that
nipped contagion in the bud”.“In
the currently fragile financial mar-
kets, government support and
swift action are essential to main-
taining system stability,” the re-
port said.

Rawat booked

On March 18, 2016, the
Uttarakhand Assembly Speaker
declared the Appropriation Bill
“passed”, without allowing a di-
vision pressed for by 35 MLAs, in-
cluding nine rebel Congress leg-
islators. Amid the controversy, the
“sting” video surfaced days later.
On March 27,2016, just a day be-
fore Harish Rawat was slated to
face a floor test, the state was

placed under President’s Rule.

Meanwhile, the Congress dis-
sidents, accompanied by BJP
members, were flown out of
Dehradun in a chartered flight.
According to the CBI, Sharma met
Harak Singh Rawat in Gurgaon,
and the two “entered intoa crim-
inal conspiracy for the purpose of
demanding gratification from
Shri Harish Rawat in lieu of his
support to the Congress govern-
ment”.

The FIR states that on March
23, 2016, Sharma met Harish
Rawatinthe VIPlounge of the air-
port at Dehradun and discussed
the demands of Harak Singh
Rawat, whoreportedly soughtRs
25 crore and the Deputy CM'’s
post or two ministerial berths. In
return, Harak Singh Rawat report-
edly promised his support and
the support of two more MLASs.

Sharma allegedly made
Harish Rawat talk to Harak Singh
Rawat on the phone, and
recorded their conversation.
Harish Rawat reportedly told
Harak Singh Rawat that he could
have two ministries and make all
the money he wanted, but he
could not offer any cash immedi-
ately. Sharma then allegedly of-
fered to renegotiate the deal forRs
15 crore, and even suggested that
he could arrange Rs 10 crore.

“The above discussed facts
prime facie disclose commission
of offences punishable u/s 120-8
IPCrlw 7,8,9 & 12 of Prevention
of Corruption Act 1988 against
Shri Harish Rawat, former Chief
Minister, Uttarakhand; Shri Harak
Singh Rawat, former Cabinet
Minister, Uttarakhand, and Shri
Umesh Kumar, CEO, Samachar
Plus, News Channel, Noida and
other unknown persons.
Accordingly, instant regular case
is being registered,” says the FIR.

Rawat later won the trustvote,
in May 2016, after the nine MLAs
were disqualified.

39 dead

she did not know who had alerted
the ambulance service.

The police were in the “early
stages of what is likely to be a
lengthy investigation,” she said at
anews conference. “Thisisanab-
solute tragedy and very sad day
for Essex police and the local com-
munity,” Mills said, describing the
truck as a “complex scene” that
was being examined by experts.

While the circumstances that
led to the deaths remained un-
clear, early signs suggested a peo-
ple-smuggling endeavor gone
tragically wrong. But if the truck
was being used to traffic migrants
into Britain, the route would be
atypical.

“If the lorry came from
Bulgaria, getting into Britain via
Holyhead is an unorthodox
route,” Seamus Leheny, Northern
Ireland policy manager for the
Freight Transport Association, told
the Press Association.

He noted that as security
checks have increased at portslike
Dover and Calais, some may see it
as an easier smuggling route to
travel from the French ports of
Cherbourg or Roscoff to the Irish
port of Rosslare, and then make
their way to Britain via Holyhead.
But, he added, that the route
would add an extra day to the
journey.

“If there are weaknesses at
Irish ports or Irish airports, they
will exploit them and use them,
because once you're into Ireland,
effectively you're into the UK,”
Dave Wood, a former director
general of immigration enforce-
ment, told the BBC last year.

Amigrant coming from Calais
or Dunkirk in northern France,
known stopping points, could use
afraudulently obtained European
Union passport to fly to Dublin,
where migrants describe screen-
ing forillegal immigrants as being
weaker than at London airports.

A spokesman for the
Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said it had no immediate
information about the situation
but was working with the British
authorities. —NYT
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72-YEAR-OLD SUBHASH CHOPRA PICKED FOR POST

Old hand is new Delhi Cong
chief, says no freebie politics

ASTHASAXENA &
MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

IN Along-delayed development,
the Congress Wednesday picked
Subhash Chopra, a 72-year-old
leader of Sheila Dikshit’s vintage,
as president of its Delhi unit,
monthsahead of Assembly polls.
The post had been vacant ever
since Dikshit’s death on July 20.

First elected to the Delhi
Assembly in 1998, Choprais a
three-time MLA from Kalkaji. He
has held the Delhi Congress
chief’s position in the past (1998
to 2003) and served as Speaker
from June-December 2003.

“We have to work hard to re-
vive the party in Delhi. Ahead of
elections, our focus is welfare of
people. The cityisinabad shape,
with people getting in the habit
of freebies. People of Delhi know
the face of the city had changed
under the leadership of Sheila
Dikshit ji. We will not follow free-
bie politics, but will display the
work we had done,” Chopra said.

The party also named crick-
eter-turned-politician Kirti Azad
as chairman of the Delhi cam-
paign committee.

Sources said Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi zeroed in on
Chopraafter holding discussions
with Delhi leaders. Three former
DPCC presidents — Chopra, Ajay
Maken and Arvinder Singh
Lovely — are learnt to have ear-
lier met P C Chacko, the AICC in-
charge for Delhi, and opposed

Chopra with Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi and late Delhi
CM Sheila Dikshit. Archive

EXPLAINED

In selection of Delhi
chief, a familiar
Congress pattern

SUBHASH CHOPRA'S appointment follows the pattern of the
old guard returning to top positions in the Congress. Just a
month ago, the party appointed Kumari Selja as Haryana
Congress president. Bhupinder Singh Hooda was appointed
CLP leader. In Maharashtra, 66-year-old Balasaheb Thorat
was appointed president. And in Jharkhand, 72-year-old
Rameshwar Oraon was appointed PCC president.

any move to appoint Azad as
DPCC president.

Azad, when contacted, said:
“I have many things in mind for
the campaign in Delhi. Iwill soon
be chalking out a plan and we
will be fighting all 70 seats with
full force to prove we are the
number one party in Delhi.”

Senior leaders said Chopra
has the uphill task of reuniting a
party plagued with intense fac-
tionalism.

His appointment also reflects
the grand old party's natural pro-
clivity towards playing it safe,and
underscores the fact that the old
guard is holding the reins now,
after Rahul Gandhi resigned as
party president in July.

According to one leader,
Chopra emerged as the least un-
acceptable to all the warring fac-
tions in the Delhi Congress. Every
faction wanted its leader as PCC
chief, and there was no one indi-

vidual whom every faction would
accept — it was in this situation
that Chopra's “lottery laggayi”, as
a senior Congress leader said.

“Choprais neutral,” said a top
AICCfunctionary. “He can takeall
the groups along. Had ] P
Aggarwal been appointed,
Sandeep Dikshit and Maken
would not have cooperated. Had
Maken been appointed,
Aggarwal and Sandeep and all
those who were close to Sheila
would not have accepted (them).
Had anybody from the Sheila
camp beenappointed... the situa-
tion would have been the same.”

“The party had to make a sen-
ior leader (PCC chief). There was
no other choice,” the AICC func-
tionary said.

Chacko said: “He is the best
person to carry everybody to-
gether...all the people together to
an election situation...”

In opposing Azad for the job,

all factions had argued that he
was an outsider on two counts —
that heis not from Delhi, and that
he is not a dyed-in-the-wool
Congressman.

Azad was the BJP Lok Sabha
MP from Darbhanga for two con-
secutive terms in 2009-19, and
joined the Congress in the run-
up to this year's elections. “There
is a considerable Purvanchali
vote in Delhi (to whom Azad
might be able to appeal). But we
could not have accepted some-
one who came from the BJP just
months ago as DPCC president,”
a senior leader said.

Aformer MLA from Delhi said:
“We could have experimented
had we been in power. We did not
develop a leadership when we
were in power for 15 years (1998-
2013).Bigleaders wanted tomake
their childrenleaders; the leaders
ensured that a new leadership
does not emerge.”

Man held with 870 kg of banned crackers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

FIVE DAYS before Diwali, Delhi
Police Wednesday arrested a 45-
year-old man for allegedly selling
illegal firecrackers, and recovered
870 kg of banned crackers from
his shop in North West Delhi’s

Jahangirpuri.

“Inquiry showed the accused,
Pankaj Kansal, has a permanent
licence to sell firecrackers,and he
can sell green crackers through
the year. Kansal had stored green
crackers, but also had 870 kg non-
green fire crackers,” said DCP
(North West) Vijayanta Arya.

Police received a tip-off about

Kansal allegedly selling a “huge
consignment of non-green fire-
crackers” and raided his shop,
Kansal Fireworks.

“At least 46 cartons of illegal
firecrackers were kept inside the
shop and the accused failed to
show the requisite licence for
these,” Arya said.

“We have arrested Kansal and

will write to Petroleum and
Expiosives Safety Organisation
(PESO) to withdraw his perma-
nent licence to sell firecrackers.”
she added. As per data provided
by Delhi Police, PESO has issued
10 permanent licences in North
West district, while Delhi Police
has granted six temporary li-
cences there.

LANDMARK DECISION OF
MODI GOVERNMENT
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ARVIND KEJRIWAL

Chief Minister, Delhi

Distinguished Guest:
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Dy. Chief Minister. Delhi
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40 lakh people living in

received ownership rights

« People living in 1728 unauthorised colonies to get their ownership rights

» What couldn’t be done in last 11 years, Delhi Development Authority

(DDA) to finish it within a time frame.

This Diwali will be a festival of ownership

as you will get ownership rights on your property

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
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Government of India
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At Sangam Vihar,
Delhi’s largest
unauthorised colony.
Praveen Khanna

Centre’s announcement on giving people in unauthorised colonies ownership rights will touch one in five Delhiites. Now begins the process — and the politics

As Centre sharpens attack on AAP
govt, CM says process began in 2015

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s
“thank you” note to the Centre over its deci-
sion to grant ownership rights to residents
of over 1,700 unauthorised colonies in the
national capital, came with arider.

Kejriwal thanked the Centre for “accept-
ing the November 2015 proposal of the Delhi
government” to regularise these colonies
while contending that the BJP can walk away
with the credit for “all the good work” that
has happened in the city, and the AAP would-
n't mind. “Let’s not get into the credit game.
We are congratulating the Centre and they
should accept it... I can respond in detail on
the factors behind the delay but there’s a say-
ing in English that all's well that ends well,”
Kejriwal said at a press conference minutes
after the Cabinet briefing. “But people will
benefit once the registration process begins.
If that does not happen, then people will feel
that it was done aimed at the elections.”

The statement suggested that while heis
in no mood to shed the conciliatory image
he has developed of late, as a party the AAP
will push the message among the electorate
that the regularisation process is a culmina-
tion of a process set in motion by the party
right after taking office in 2015.

“If it was in the hands of the Centre all
along, why did they not do this earlier? Plus
BJP hasn’t said anything about the deadline;

SCOPE OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT
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MOST RESIDENTS SAY WI1LL WAIT AND WATCH

Union ministers Hardeep Puri, Ravi Shankar Prasad, Prakash Javadekar address a
press conference Wednesday; CM Arvind Kejriwal addressed one soon afterwards

when will people be able to register their
properties?” said a senior AAP leader.

In the briefing after the Cabinet meeting,
Union Minister Hardeep Puri however
blamed the Delhi government squarely for
delays. “The Prime Minister inducted me in
the cabinet in 2017, and since then I have
made several attempts to encourage the
Delhi government to fulfil their responsibil-
ity to identify these colonies... After a High
Court decision, a committee was formed to
look into regularisation. When we wrote to
Delhi government about demarcation, the
CM said he needed two more years. We re-
alised they will not do anything and decided
to take initiative,” he said.

Union Minister Prakash Javadekar took the
same line: “In 2008, the previous government
took a decision to regularise these colonies but
neither the Congress government nor the AAP

2 crore 175

Delhi’s estimated knl
population § S q
i Areaunder such
colonies

government implemented it. Now, the entire
responsibility of implementing this decision
has been given to the DDA.”

For both parties, votes from unauthorised
colonies, home to a large Purvanchali popu-
lation, can make or break political fortunes.
AAP’s overwhelming win in the 2015 assem-
bly polls had much to do with the support
extended by people in such colonies.

“We invested Rs 6,000 crore in the last five
years to develop these colonies,” Kejriwal said
Wednesday. “People will get the actual bene-
fit (of regularisation) only once they receive
the registry. Until then, people may thinkit s
an effort to woo them before elections. Delhi
government is ready to undertake the registra-
tion process as early as possible once the no-
tification is done by the Centre. Revenue de-
partment will set up camps and the process
will be completed as early as possible.”

1484 69
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PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS HAVE FAILED

Demarcation of colonies
left, work cut out for DDA

MALLICA JOSHI &
SOURAV ROY BARMAN
N=W DELHI,OCTOBER 23

WITH THE responsibility of implementing
the Centre’s decision to regularise unautho-
rised colonies falling on the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA), the city’s
land-owning agency has its work cut out.

After the Billis passed in Parliament, DDA
has been tasked with laying down a “simpli-
fied procedure” to register any property. In
Delhi, property registration is the responsi-
bility of the revenue department; what role
DDA will play remains to be seen.

According to Delhi government officials, it
isready to set up camps to facilitate a smooth
registration process. But the biggest challenge
—one that the Delhi government has already
faced — is marking the boundaries of these
colonies.

Since 2015, the government has tried to
demarcate boundaries using four different
methods, including drones. The time be-
tween the AAP government first sending the
regularisation proposal to the Centre in 2015
and this year was spent trying to complete
the task, which the Centre at the time had said
was a prerequisite to any regularisation at-
tempt.

To this end, a survey was undertaken by
teams of Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, Survey of India and GSDL
(Geospatial Delhi Limited).

People will get the actual
‘ ‘ benefit (of regularisation)
once they receive the registry.
Until then, people may thinkitis an
effort to woo them before polls

—ARVIND KEJRIWAL
DELHICHIEF MINISTER

Delhi government has urged the Centre
to use the maps provided by them to begin
with, but documents indicate that the maps
made had inaccuracies.

“Until the above said deficiencies in the
GSDL maps are not resolved, tangible
progress will not be made in this work,” an
earlier letter by the Delhi government’s
Revenue department had observed.

The department also reached out to two
private agencies to carry out a Total Station
Mapping survey, to come up with boundaries.
That didn’t yield the desired result either.

“It remains to be seen if the Centre has a
different idea,” said a senior Delhi govern-
ment official.

A senior DDA official said they will use
satellite imagery to demarcate boundaries.
“Using these images, we will plot the bound-
aries on maps. We have been looking for the
most efficient process for the job. It is time
consuming but we hope to complete it in
three-four months,” the official said.

THE COST

Circle rate applicable will be that of the highest category of locality of the residential
area surrounding the unauthorised colony. The area charge is as follows:

COLONIES ONGOVERNMENT LAND
Less than 100 sq m: 0.5% of circle rate
100-250 sq m: 1% of circle rate

More than 250 sq m: 2.5% of circle rate

COLONIES ON PRIVATE LAND

Less than 100 sq m: 0.25% of circle rate
100-250 sq m: 0.5% of circle rate

More than 250 sq m: 1.25% of circle rate

Sangam Vihar celebrates, but some apprehensions remain

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE NEWS of the Union cabinet giving ap-
proval for regularisation of unauthorised
colonies had just broken at a tea stall in
Sangam Vihar — the biggest such colony in
the national capital.

A customer in his 50s, Jai Singh, had got a
news notification on his phone, and he
couldn’t wait to share it with others sitting
there. But the celebration was peppered with
some apprehension.

“Let’s see how it goes from here. During
earlier elections too, such promises were
made... once the Congress even got some

B‘pﬂ;per..ne'ss. com

pamphlets distributed,” he said. “If imple-
mented, it will be a boon for all of us here.
After all, property prices will go up; we can
take loans and live without fear of ever losing
our homes.”

Sangam Viharis located in South Delhi —
the Parliamentary constituency that has the
maximum number of unauthorised colonies
in the capital.

A little distance away, in C block, is the
four-floor house of Virender Sharma. “In the
past four-and-a-half years, water connec-
tions have reached several homes here.
People like us, who finally have water, are
further enthused by Centre’s push. But the
top leadership of the BJP will have to con-
vince people thatit’s not just another prom-

More water on the streets than inside
homes, a resident observed

ise, if they hope to seek electoral dividend
from this,” he said. “The party needs to give
people a definite time frame and the assur-
ance must come from the top.”

At anintersection in F block, Jai Shankar,
who lives nearby, was engaged in animated
banter with three friends. But any talk of
ownership rights was mixed with the issue
of interrupted water supply in the area.
Unlike Sharma, Shankar doesn’t get regular
water supply.

“For around half of the population who
still struggle for water every day, the upcom-
ing polls will boil down to the same old is-
sue,” he said. “We have been living here for so
many years. Getting ownership rights is a
huge advantage no doubt, but hopefully our

daily problems will be solved next.”

“Those who can afford it have built tanks
under their basement, but the less privileged
ones are dependent on tankers. Water some-
times comes once a week,” he said.

Vivek, listening intently, interrupted: “In
Sangam Vihar, you will see water on roads,
overflowing from drains, but notin houses.”

The 2-km stretch leading to Sangam
Vihar from Batra cinema remains dug up for
construction work, ostensibly to lay
pipelines.

Area MLA Dinesh Mohaniya said,
“Seventy percent of people are now getting
regular water. Earlier, it was zero. Water
shortage is ininteriors areas; in several other
blocks, there is regular supply.”

THELONGROADTO
REGULARISATION

B The Union government, on
February 16, 1977, issued a policy
for regularisation of various
unauthorised colonies which had
come up in Delhi. Development
charges as determined by
DDA/MCD were payable by
property owners. A total of 567
unauthorised colonies were
regularised till October1993 on the
basis of the policy.

B The Union government issued
another set of guidelines for
regularisation of unauthorised
colonies on February 10,2004.The
cut off date was changed to March
31,2002.The proposal had
provisions for imposing penalties
on colonies on public land.

B The Delhi government did not
accept the proposal and said the
Centre should stick to the 1977
policy. The state government was
not pleased with the proposal to
impose penalties and recover land
price from residents.

M Delhi government issued a
public notice in October 2004,
inviting applications from RWAs of
such colonies seeking
regularisation.

M In 2008, the Sheila Dikshit-led
government issued provisional
regularisation certificates to over
1,200 unauthorised colonies. In all,
1,639 applications were forwarded
by the government to the
Municipal Corporations of Delhi,
Delhi Development Authority,
Archaeological Survey of India,
Forest Department and Revenue
department for scrutiny and
verification.

M In 2011, people owning houses
in those unauthorised colonies
were asked to pay Rs 200 per
square metre as development
charge for regularisation as well as
getting basic amenities like water
supply, drainage and road
connectivity. Eventually, only five
such colonies received the tag of
“unauthorised regularised”.

M In 2012, Dikshit again
announced that 917 colonies out of
1,639 such colonies which
provided provisional
regularisation certificates will be
permanently regularised.

B On November 2, 2015, the AAP
government Cabinet cleared a
proposal to regularise 1,797
colonies. On November 12, the
proposal was sent to the Centre.

H OnJuly 17,2019, the Centre senta
draft Cabinet note to the Delhi
government on regularisation. On
July 24, the Delhi government sent a
list of 12 suggestions to the Centre.

B On October 23,2019, the Union
Cabinet approved a proposal to
grant ownership rights to people
living in unauthorised colonies in
the national capital.
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Temple demolition:
BJP and AAP call
cach other ‘divisive’

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

WITH THE AAP squarely blaming
the Centre for demolition of
Ravidas temple in Tughlakabad,
the BJP has launched an offensive
on Delhi’s ruling party, caution-
ing it against “politicisation” of
the issue and “playing divisive
politics”.

At a specially convened press
conference, BJP general secretary
Bhupender Yadav, who came
with party vice-president
Dushyant Gautam, the in-charge
of Delhi, maintained that the
Centre did not have any role in the
demolition. He said the Centre
had, in fact, taken the initiative of
approaching the Supreme Court,
offering 400 sq m of land for re-
construction of the temple in the
name of Sant Ravidas.

“Our government understood
their feeling... The attorney gen-
eral moved a proposal for the
temple’s construction and it was
accepted... The sad part is that
parties like AAP and Congress
tried to fuel social tensions and in-
cite people,” he said.

The apex court had Monday
accepted the Centre’s revised of-
fer of 400 sq m land in
Tughlakabad forest for construc-
tion of the temple, which was de-

Couple found dead,
murder-suicide
suspected, say cops

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

A COUPLE were found
dead with multiple stabin-
juries at their home in
South East Delhi’s Pul
Prahladpur Tuesday morn-
ing, with police saying the

Aakash and Bhawna
married six years ago

SChas accepted the Centre’s
offer of 400 sqm land in the
Tughlakabad forest area to
re-construct the temple

molished by the DDA following
the top court’s earlier order. The
demolition had brought hun-
dreds of protesters on the streets,
and many of them, including
Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Azad, were ar-
rested. With AAP targetting the
BJP over the temple demolition,
BJP sources said the leadership
was apprehensive of this damag-
ing their prospects in Delhi
among the Dalit community.

Delhi Social Welfare Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam, meanwhile,
said the BJP and RSS “indulged in
divisive politics”, and added that
BJP could have prevented the
demolition: “It’s clear that BJP acts
against Dalitinterests... Butevery
time they took a hostile step, the
entire society stood up and forced
them to back down.”

AFTER EXCHANGE OF FIRE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 23

DELHI POLICE arrested two per-
sons, who had allegedly been
involved in snatching high-end
bicycles and bikes from riders
early in the morning, after an
exchange of fire in Shankar
Market near Connaught Place
Wednesday. The incident took
place around 5.45 am when the
police tried to stop the three
men, who were on a bike. One
of them managed to escape.

“The men were on a Pulsar
bike and didn’t stop. They fired
and hit an ASI but he was saved
by his bulletproof jacket. Police
personnel fired back and a bul-
let hit the leg of one of the ac-
cused, who continued to fire and
had to be brought under control
physically,” said DCP (New Delhi)
Dr Eish Singhal.

The accused, Mohd Ismail
(24) and Saud (22), were ar-
rested from the spot while the
third accused, Mohd Salim (22),
managed to escape, said police.

According to police, for the
last one month, the two men al-
legedly targeted cyclists out for
an early morning ride at

CCTV footage shows the
accused fleeing with a
bicycle earlier this month

Connaught Place. In at least three
reported incidents, the two bike-
borne men snatched a cycle
from a man in CP’s Outer Circle;
stole a pouch attached to the cy-
cle of an Air Force officer from
outside PVR Rivoli; and stole a
meter attached to a high-end bi-
cycle three weeks ago.

“They would be out from
3-4am to about 6.30 am, search-
ing for cyclists who were alone,
and would take advantage of the
dark. We know they have been
active for amonth because such
glaring cases were not reported
from the stretch before that,”
said Singhal.

Snatchers targeting
cyclists at CP arrested

On October 17, an Air Force
officer filed an e-FIR which said,
“While cycling outside Rivoli,
two individuals on a motorcycle
snatched my pouch frommy cy-
cle which contained my mobile
phone and Rs 200 and sped off.”

Earlier in the month, an FIR
was filed after a Dwarka resi-
dent Nishant Singh Jogha lost
his bicycle. “I'was just getting off
my bicycle outside a 24x7 shop
in Outer Circle, CP, when two
men on a motorbike snatched
my bicycle, which also had my
iPhone and left,” Jogha's com-
plaint said.

CCTV footage from the spot
shows Jogha, who is wearing a
blue jacket, a pair of shorts and a
helmet, just getting down from
his bicycle when the men snatch
it and zip away. Jogha runs be-
hind them but in vain.

On Wednesday, police re-
covered two pistols, Rs 95,000
in cash, 10 mobile phones, two
gold chains, one Grand i-10 car
and two stolen Pulsar bikes, in
addition to the racing bicycle
belonging to Jogha. “Their plan
was to sell the cycle and the
bikes and use that money to
fund their lavish lifestyle,” said
a police officer.

Plea against odd-even dismissed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 23

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday dismissed a PIL chal-
lenging the Delhi government’s
proposed odd-even road ra-
tioning scheme, to be enforced
from November 4-15 in the cap-
ital. A bench of Chief Justice DN
Patel and Justice C Hari Shankar
dismissed the PIL after the coun-
sel for the Delhi government said

Two men held
with iPhones,
gold at airport

New Delhi: Two men have been
arrested by customs officials at
Delhi airport for allegedly trying
to smuggle gold and iPhones
worth over Rs 80 lakh into the
country, the customs depart-
ment said Wednesday. The ac-
cused were intercepted after
their arrival from Dubai Sunday.

On detailed personal and
baggage search of the passen-
gers, two iPhone 11 Pro Max
models having market value of
Rs 2.27 lakh were recovered, an
official said. The search further
resulted in recovery of gold,
weighing about 2 kg, keptin four
pouches in paste form, the cus-
toms department added.

The gold worth Rs 78.11 lakh
and iPhones were seized and the
passengers were arrested. PTI

it has not yet come up with an of-
ficial notification on the scheme.
The benchalso noted that the
petitioner, former BJP MLA N K
Garg, had not made any represen-
tation to the government. In his
plea filed through advocate
Shashank Deo Sudhi, the peti-
tioner claimed the scheme was
“arbitrary”, as polluting vehicles,
like two-wheelers, were exempt
while CNG vehicles were not.
Garg contended that the ex-
empted two-wheelers sold in

India are of BS-II norms, while
four-wheelers comply with BS-IV
norms. “The discriminatory ap-
proach of the Delhi government
to include CNG within the restric-
tive direction, despite CNG caus-
ing vehicles less pollution, com-
pletely violates the basic principle
of equality.

“The government’s action is
biased and directed towards
achieving populist goals for the
purpose of the upcoming polls...,”
the plea claimed.
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It has come to the nofice of IndoStar Capital Finance Limited (IndoStar)
that unscrupulous elements with ulterior motive of wrongful gain andior
cheal prospective customers are Irying o decaive the public through
fake waebsites/fake adverlisements/ fake sanction lettersfictitious
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Group,
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ansure ciosure of this misleading wabsite.
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communicating with IndoStar Group onling 15 also available on
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The General Public is advised nol to fall prey to such fraudulent
activities. IndoStar Group bears no responsibility for amounts baing
deposited / withdrawn therefrom in response to such fake offers,
Tharefora, the General Public is cadtioned against such fraudulant
activities of unauthorized persons. Any parsan(s) dealing with such
unscrupulous slements will be doing so at their risk & cost and IndoStar
Group shall in noway be responsible for the consequences thereof

In order to venfy the authenticity of any offer’communication, the
concerned person may send an email to IndoStar at
icf complaints@indostarcapital. com

Izsuad in the intarest of the Ganeral Public

incident took place while
their five-year-old son was
at school. Police suspect
that Aakash (32), a sanita-

tionsupervisor,stabbedhis  and didn't give enough
wife BhawnaSingh(29)af- money to his wife to run
teraquarrel,and thenpro-  thehouse.We suspect that
ceeded to kill himself. onTuesday morning, the

Aakash'sfamilymembers, twogotintoanargument,”

however, alleged that the  said Biswal.

couple were murdered. Apolice officer told The
Thetwowerefoundly-  Indian Express that when

ing in a pool of blood at 11
am at theirrented home by
their landlord and some
neighbours, who rushed
there after they heard loud
noises, police said. DCP
(South East) Chinmoy

Biswal said the door was  leged that Bhawna's rela-
locked fromtheinsideand tive, a politician, had got
the presenceofathirdper-  them killed.

son is not suspected. Police, however, denied
"Inquiry has revealed that  this claim.

voted on October 21.

the two used to fight often
over money. Aakash
earned Rs 13,000 amonth

neighbours reached the
house, Aakash allegedly
told them, “Save me, I
stabbed my wife and
stabbed myself”.

Aakash’s father Rakesh
Kumar (50), however, al-

BRIEFLY

Showcause notice tofive
Congress leaders

New Delhi: A Disciplinary Action Committee of
the Congress has issued showcause notice to five
leaders of its Delhi unit — former Delhi ministers
Kiran Walia, Mangatram Singhal and Ramakant
Goswami, and councillors Rohit Manchanda and
Jitendra Kumar Kochar — for “issuing public state-
ment against senior party leaders”. This comes
days after they publicly hit out at the party's state
in-charge P C Chacko and demanded his removal.

SDMC fines agencies over 5
Rs 13 lakh for air pollution

New Delhi: South MCD issued challans amounting
toover Rs 15 lakh to different agencies and violators
for causing air pollution under NGT norms. A sen-
ior official said over 400 sites were inspected.

Nodipinvoter turnout
during Faridabad repoll

Faridabad: Repolling for the Haryana state polls
took place at booth 113 in Faridabad district's
Prithla constituency Wednesday, where three
voters compromised the elections by entering the
voting compartment together. Officials said 636
of 837 voters voted Wednesday. A total of 640 had

Students, bouncers clash

New Delhi: Over 50 Delhi University students
gathered at Kingsway Camp Wednesday follow-
ing a brawl between a few DU students and
bouncers at a bar, said police. DCP (Northwest)
Vijayanta Arya said, “Police is at the spot and we
have asked the students to file a complaint.”

Betting racket busted

New Delhi: Nine people were arrested Monday
for their alleged involvement in a cricket betting
racket operating from Pushp Vihar. ENS

Epnper'.ne'ss. com
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Lighting of 9 lakh 91 thousand Lamps

* Symbolic landing of Shri Ram-Sita from Helicopter at Ram Katha Park
* A grand procession depicting life of Shri Ram

T e | ——

A City of Spirituality, Culture & Tourism

» Symbolic coronation of Shri Ram ®

» Saryu Ji's Aarti with chanting of Mantras
* Showcasing Ram Katha through projection

mapping show
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Staging of Ram Lila by SriLankan, Indonesian,
Filipinos & Nepalese artists and in 6 different

styles by Indian artists as well

Grand fireworks
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OLD GUARDTAKE GUARD

RETURN OF old war horses seems to be the flavour of the sea-
sonin the Congress party. Away from limelight for some time,
Ambika Soni is back in action. Soni was once party president
Sonia Gandhi’s eyes and ears in the Congress - she was one of
Sonia’s political advisers in her initial years as Congress pres-
ident. She was also AICC general secretary attached to Sonia’s
office. Of late, however, Soni had taken a backseat despite be-
ing an AICC general secretary in charge of Jammu and Kashmir.
She has now been made a member of a panel set up by Sonia
to deliberate and formulate Congress’s positions on key is-
sues. Soni was also by Sonia’s side today when she went to
Tihar Jail to meet Karnataka Congress leader D K Shivakumar.

bringing the topic to an end.

TACKLE AND SIDESTEP

AT THE Cabinet briefing on Wednesday, three Union minis-
ters deflected an issue lest it takes the focus off the govern-
ment’s decision to give ownership rights to residents of Delhi’s
unauthorised colonies months before the Assembly polls.
With Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri present, a
journalist raised the issue of new land to be allotted to the
Press Club of India. Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad was
quick to gesture to Puri to not engage, while Information and
Broadcasting Minister deflected it by telling the journalist to
meet him for tea later, saying that “the question is for me” and

REGULATE ON PLATE

INSTITUTING A regulator for the railways sector, a project long
considered “dead”, may have got a new lease of life. Although
nothing is official yet, there are talks among bureaucrats that
the Railways Ministry brass has started seriously considering
forming a rail tariff regulatory authority — a new avatar of the
Rail Development Authority, which was passed by the Cabinet
before going into the cold storage. Now the thrust is said to be
more on the prospect of private players entering passenger train
operations in near future. It is felt that a tariff regulator can, if
needed, regulate anti-competitive, predatory pricing practices
of private players, like in the case of the telecom sector.

PROBLEM OF PLENTY

THE LATEST round of administrative reshuffles has left the
Ministry of Health with a problem of plenty. There are cur-
rently three special secretaries in the ministry: Sanjeeva Kumar,
1986-batch IAS who already held the rank, as well as Arun
Singhal and Manoj Jhalani, both 1987-batch IAS officers. Singhal
and Jhalani were designated as special secretaries on Tuesday.
A special secretary is usually seen to be next in line to be sec-
retary. Health Secretary Preeti Sudan is due to retire next year.

All GPCC posts, except
president’s, dissolved

ENS & PTI
AHMEDABAD,OCTOBER 23

A DAY before the counting of
votes to the six Assembly seats
that went to bypolls on October
21, the All India Congress
Committee (AICC) dissolved the
posts of all office-bearers and ex-
ecutive committee of the Gujarat
Pradesh Congress Committee
(GPCC) on Wednesday except
state unit president Amit
Chavda’s post.

The PCC president shall re-
main unchanged, an official
communication from AICC gen-
eral secretary organisation KC

Venugopal said.

A letter dated October 23
signed by AICC general secretary
KC Venugopal said, “Congress
President has approved the pro-
posal for dissolving the office
bearers and executive commit-
tee of GPCC. PCC president will
remain the same”.

The Gujarat unit of the party
would be revamped and a new
body would be formed soon,
sources said, but the dates have
not been announced.

The results to the six seats of
Radhanpur, Bayad, Tharad,
Lunawada, Amraiwadi and
Kheralu, are scheduled to be de-
clared on Thursday.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

PM to visit Saudi next week, ol dates coming,
meeting with MBS on cards

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

AGAINST THE backdrop of Saudi
Arabia’s cautious response to the
Jammu and Kashmir situation,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will visit the Arab country next
week. This will be his second
visit to Riyadh, almost three-
and-a-half years after his visitin
April 2016.

Sources said the Prime
Minister will visit Riyadh on
October 29, where he will ad-
dress the Future Investment
Initiative, to be held from
October 29 to 31. An official an-
nouncement is expected soon,
sources said.

Modi will meet Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
during the visit and is likely to
discuss bilateral, regional and in-
ternational issues of global im-
portance.

Recently, NSA Ajit Doval trav-
elled to Riyadh and met the
Saudi Crown Prince to enlist
Saudi Arabia’s support for black-
listing Pakistan at the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF). The

EXPLAINED

Delhi makes a point
aboutitsoutreach

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s visit to Saudi Arabia
comes after almost three months after the August 5 move
on Jammu and Kashmir. Modi had gone to the UAE in August.
Now, by going to Saudi Arabia, Delhi is making a point about
its outreach to Pakistan’s close allies.

FATF plenary session and work-
ing group meetings took place
from October 13 to 18, where
Pakistan was given time till
February 2020 to fulfill its com-
mitments.

Sources said India’s relations
with Saudi Arabia have been on
the rise in the last few years, be-
ginning with Modji’s visit in 2016.

Saudi Arabia has not taken
any adverse position on the situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir.
After August 5, a Saudi statement
had said the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is “following up the cur-
rent situation in Jammu and
Kashmir resulting from India’s
abolition of Article 370 of the

Constitution, which guarantees
the autonomy of Jammu and
Kashmir”.

“While expressing its concern
over the latest developments, the
Kingdom affirms that the settle-
ment of the conflict is through
peaceful settlement in accor-
dance with the relevant interna-
tional resolutions, and calls on
the parties concerned to main-
tain peace and stability in the re-
gionand to take into account the
interests of the people of the re-
gion,” the statement had said.

While Pakistan Prime

Minister Imran Khan visited
Saudi Arabia on his way to New
York and went on a plane given

by the Saudis, Riyadh has been
careful in not making any nega-
tive statements on Jammu &
Kashmir.

Sources said Saudi Arabiaand
India have been closely cooper-
ating with each other in fighting
terrorism, including through ex-
change of information. In the last
couple of years, both countries
have signed several agreements
in the field of security, including
an extradition treaty.

India had condemned the re-
cent drone and missile attacks
on the oil facilities of Saudi
Aramco, the country’s national
petroleum company.

The Future Investment
Initiative (FII) the Prime Minister
will participate in is a Saudi
Arabian initiative to provide in-
ternational platform for expert-
led debate between global lead-
ers, investors and innovators
with the power to shape the fu-
ture of global investment. “It is
focused on utilizing investment
to drive growth opportunities,
enable innovation and disrup-
tive technologies, and address
global challenges,” the FII web-
site said.

| Amithakravarty Lo

ALL SET FOR COUNTING TODAY

Securitymen check visitors outside an EVM strong room complex in Mumbai on Wednesday. (Top right) Congress leader and
former Haryana chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda at his residence in New Delhi. Results for Maharashtra and Haryana
Assemby elections, 51 Assembly bypolls and 2 Lok Sabha bypolls will be announced Thursday.

Prem Nath Pandey
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‘Once CAB passed, detention camps will shut
for non-Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, Christians’

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER 23

ASSAM MINISTER Himanta Biswa
Sarma, a key BJP leader in the
Northeast, said on Wednesday that
once the Citizenship(Amendment)
Bill is passed, no person of a non-
Muslim faith will be sent to deten-
tion camps for illegal foreigners.
Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of a press conference in
Guwahati on Wednesday, the
minister said, “After the CAB is
passed, Assam detention camps
will be shut for Hindus,
Buddhists, Jains, Christians.
Regarding the other population,
it is for the court to take a call.
Detention camps are there be-
cause of a court order, not be-

Himanta Biswa Sarma

cause the state government
wants them.”

Assam has six detention cen-
tres currently but they are
housed in district jails. Over a
1000 people are currently
lodged in these camps. A seventh
centre, exclusively for detaining
“illegal foreigners”,is under con-
struction in Goalpara district.

DEPUTY CM PI1LOT SAYS MOVE WILL ENCOURAGE HORSE-TRADING

Gehlot govt flip-flop on civic elections, faultlines lie within

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 23

The Rajasthan government's
decision to allow individuals not
directly elected by the people to
contest mayoral polls is the latest
in a series of flip-flops. In less
thanayear of being in power, the
Ashok Gehlot government has
gone from proposing direct elec-
tions for mayor and chairman
posts to proposing indirect elec-
tions and finally to bringing a
system in which individuals not
elected by the public can occupy
the posts.

Shortly after coming to
power, the Ashok Gehlot-led
Congress government decided
to change the system through
which mayors and chairmen in
urban local bodies were elected

under the previous BJP govern-
ment. During the BJPregime, the
mayor was chosen from among
the elected councillors in local
bodies.

However, in a cabinet meet-
ing held last week, the state gov-
ernment reversed its decision to
hold direct elections and decided
that indirect elections will be
held for the posts of mayors and
chairpersons.

Urban Development and
Housing Minister Shanti
Dhariwal then said that the deci-
sion was taken due to repeated
demand by public representa-
tives.

However, just two days later,
the department again changed
the Rajasthan Municipalities
(Election) Rules 1994 and came
up with the latest rule which al-
lows members not elected by

Ep@per..ne'ss. com

the public to contest elections for
mayor and chairperson posts.

The fresh decision has faced
opposition from the Opposition
as well as from within the gov-
ernment. While the BJP has
termed the new norm a "hybrid
system", Deputy Chief Minister
and state Congress chief Sachin
Pilot has said the move will en-
courage horse-trading,.

Last week, the Department of
Local Self Governance issued a
notification, making changes to
Rajasthan Municipalities
(Election) Rules 1994 and allow-
ing a person to contest elections
for mayor and chairperson posts
even without contesting polls to
be elected a councillor.

According to the new rule,
any person whoisavoterinarea
of the local body and eligible to
be a member or councillor can

Ashok Gehlot

Sarma, when asked to com-
ment on West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s op-
position to both the CAB and de-
tention centres, said, “You can-
not have both —if there is no CAB
then there will be detention
camps. Mamata Banerjee should
clarify on a public platform what
exactly she wants. Actually, she
is hesitating to say what she ac-
tually wants to say, that is — ‘I
will support CAB if Muslims are
also included’. We want her to
say that openly. Why talk indi-
rectly? I don’t want detention
campsand Idon’'t want CAB - can
both go together? She is saying
something illogical and not
achievable. If you are foreigner,
you will have to be sent to a de-
tention camp.”

Sachin Pilot

contest elections for the mayor
or a chairperson post. However,
voting for the mayoral and chair-
person election will be done by
elected councillors and not the
people.

Dhariwal has said that under
the new rules, even after becom-
ing a mayor, there is no require-
ment of a person to contest elec-
tions to become a councillor.

Explaining the logic behind
the new system, Dhariwal has
said that it has been introduced
keeping in mind a possible sce-
nario where the seat for the
mayor or a chairperson is re-
served and none of the elected
councillors or mayoral candi-
dates fulfil criteria for the re-
served seat. He has also pointed
toasituation where the council-

Sarma’s comment come days
after a Bengali Hindu Dulal Paul,
who was also a mental health
patient, was lodged in a deten-
tion camp and died during treat-
ment at a hospital. His family
took his body after ten days of
protest on Tuesday. “The CM
Sarbananda Sonowal has as-
sured the family that the govern-
ment will provide legal assis-
tance in contesting Paul’s
‘foreigner’ status in the Supreme
Court and a review committee
will be formed to look into cases
of people who claim that they
are wrongly declared as foreign-
ers,” Sadhan Paul, Dulal’s
nephew, said. A senior state gov-
ernment official confirmed that
a review committee will be
formed soon.

lors cannot decide upon a may-
oral candidate.

"For example, one party wins
a majority in the elections for a
municipal corporation. But the
post of mayor in that corporation
isreserved for an OBC candidate
and there is no individual among
the winning councillors who ful-
fils that criteria," he said.

Pilot has said he came to
know about the new rule from
newspapers. "The new decision
has been taken by the urban de-
velopment department and has-
n'tbeendiscussed in the cabinet
or in the legislature party meet-
ing. I feel the elections should be
direct...Ifeel that this decision is
not correct,” he said on October
18. He also said such a system
will not strengthen democracy.

In fresh criticism against the
government's move, Pilot told

5 Oppn ]harkhand
MILAs join BJP

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,OCTOBER 23

WEEKS BEFORE Jharkhand goes
to the Assembly elections, two
legislators each from opposition
Congress and Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, along with the lone
MLA from Naujawan Sangharsh
Morcha, joined the ruling BJP on
Wednesday.

Besides the five legislators,
former Jharkhand DGP D K
Pandey, former IPS officer and
senior Congress leader Arun
Oraon, and retired bureaucrat
Suchitra Sinha also joined
the BJP.

While the opposition parties
maintained that the desertions
will not affect their prospects in
the Vidhan Sabha polls, likely to
be held later this year, Chief
Minister Raghubar Das, who
welcomed the five entrants at
the party’s state headquartersin
Ranchi, asserted, “These leaders
stand for a stable government in
the state once again.”

Those who joined the BJP are
Congress MLAs Manoj Yadav
and Sukhdev Bhagat, Kunal
Sarangi and ] P Bhai Patel (both
JMM), and former state Health
minister Bhanu Pratap Shahi of
Naujawan Sangharsh Morcha.

Sources in state Congress

said Bhagat, MLA from
Lohardaga and a former state
unit chief, was irked with pres-
ent state Congress president
Rameshwar Oraon, while Manoj
Yadav, MLA from Barhi, had been
“talking about leaving the party
foralong time”.

Maintaining that thisisnota
setback for the party, and that
the duo was in noway sidelined,
state Congress spokesperson
Alok Dubey said, “Both leaders
had contested the Parliamentary
elections, and had lost. It (join-
ing BJP)is their individual choice.
We are looking forward to the
Assembly elections.”

Sources in JMM said
Baharagora MLA Sarangi was
looking for options outside after
failing to get a ticket to contest
the Lok Sabha polls from
Jamshedpur constituency.

Patel was suspended from
primary membership of JMM in
April for six years over indisci-
pline, after he backed an NDA
candidate in the Lok Sabha polls.

Addressing the media,
Bhagat and Sarangi maintained
that they joined the ruling party
inspired by its “nationalism and
development (agenda)”, and
that the BJP will win more than
65 seats in the 81-member
Assembly in the coming elec-
tions.

Officials worked to
frustrate my visit’s
objective: Dhankhar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 23

ADAY after senior district officials
of North and South 24 Parganas
skipped his meeting, Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Wednesday hit out at the admin-
istration, accusing it of “total non-
cooperation” and “working to
frustrate the objective of his visit”.

Taking to Twitter, Dhankar
said: “Greatly touched by the re-
sponse of the people during my
visits to North and South 24
Parganas. The District
Administration top was not there
and worked to frustrate the ob-
ject of visit. Total non coopera-
tion! Sad! In pursuit of my con-
stitutional obligation would be
undeterred.”

He also wondered whether
young officials were handicapped
inimparting inputs to him.

“During my visits to North and
South 24 Parganas I had the occa-
sion to meet brilliant young offi-
cials with the potential to shape
the future and wished them well.
However, they were handicapped
in imparting inputs. Let’s secure
an environment so that all their
talent may be exploited,” the
Governor tweeted.

After finding senior adminis-
trative officials of North 24
Parganas and South 24 Parganas
missing at a meeting called by
him, Dhankhar on Tuesday had
accused the Trinamool Congress
government of “unconstitutional
behaviour” with him and won-
dered whether “some sort of cen-

the media on Tuesday that the
new system could pave the way
for horse-trading. "I want that
the election should happen with
the vote of public,” he said,
adding that because there is no
anti-defection law, cross-voting
and horse-trading can happen
under the new system.

Sources in the Congress said
state leaders approached the
Congress high command and it
has asked the state leadership to
resolve the matter.

The opposition BJP has
slammed the Congress govern-
ment over the issue, saying that
the party in Rajasthan stands
clearly divided.

"The government is divided
over this hybrid model wherein
a person can become a mayor or
chairperson without contesting
elections. The divisions are clear

sorship” was in place in the state.

Dhankhar on Wednesday
posted copies of the letters, which
he said he had received from dis-
trict magistrates informing him
that the government’s permis-
sion was necessary to take partin
the meetings.

Dhankhar said, “These com-
munications emanating from the
District Magistrates on 21/10
(October 21) potentially indicate
a grim situation. Hope amends
would follow from the concerned
top. Silence over such issues may
lead to being silenced forever and
thatisadayweall need toavoid.”

The Governor in another
tweet requested that the civil so-
ciety and academicians protest
suchamove.

Tagging Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee in his tweet, he
said, “...As West Bengal Governor,
in painand concern,Ibeseech the
enlightened academicians, politi-
cians, activists to reflect on wor-
risome governance issues that I
noticed on my visit to North and
South 24 Parganas and amplified
by District Magistrate on 21/10”.

Reacting to Governor’s
tweets, TMC secretary-general
Partha Chatterjee said, “If the re-
spected Governor criticise the
state government and the chief
minister every day then how
many times do we have to give a
response toit? He has been mak-
ing statements, posting tweets
and talking before media every
day.I have never seen a Governor
of West Bengal doing this in my
entire political career,” said the
TMCleader.

as the government's ministers
are against its decision. From the
deputy chief minister's state-
ments today, it is clear that the
Congress is confused regarding
the local body elections,"” state
BJP president Satish Poonia has
said.

"The Congress is clearly di-
vided in two factions. A house
which is divided can never en-
sure the welfare of public,”
Poonia said.

The BJP has also accused the
Congress of repeatedly changing
the rules because the party has
"realised that they wouldn't be
able to win direct mayoral elec-
tions as the people support the
BJPin the aftermath of the scrap-
ping of special status under
Article 370 and other measures
taken by the central
government".



FILL DIWALI WITH P
SHINE AND SPLENDOR, )
NOT POLLUTION
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26th to 29th October, 6 PM onwards,
Central Park, Connaught Place

ENTRY FREE

After bringing down pollution in Delhi by 25%, our next challenge is the crop burning smoke
from neighbouring states that increases pollution manifold. And Diwali celebrations should
not make pollution levels worse in Delhi. To celebrate Diwali responsibly, the Delhi
Government is organizing a spectacular laser show. Come with your family and enjoy the
laser show from 26th to 29th October at Central Park, Connaught Place from 6pm onwards.
Entry to the event is absolutely free. Come, let’s celebrate a smoke-free Diwali with this
laser show and do our bit in making this festival pollution free!
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8 EXPRESS NETWORK

Muzaffarnagar: Four men
have been arrested for al-
legedly fishing in the pro-
tected area of Hastinapur
Wildlife Sanctuary here, an
official said on Wednesday. A
raid was conducted in Bhopa
area on Tuesday evening and
the accused — Israil, Sani,
Gazamfar Ali and Ramzan —
were caught fishing in the

NORTH

UP: 4 held for fishing at
Hastinapur Sanctuary

Ganga Canal, Circle Officer
Ram Mohan Sharma said.
Over 1 quintal of fishes, two
fishing nets and a motorcycle
were seized, the officer said.
The Hastinapur Sanctuary is
a protected area in the
Gangetic plains spread across
UP’s Meerut, Muzzafarnagar,
Ghaziabad, Bijnor and
Amroha districts. PTI

CPI general secretary D Raja, AITUC secretary Amarjeet
Kaur and CPI leader Kanhaiya Kumar at the party’s 80th
foundation day celebrations in Patna on Wednesday. ANI

Malkangiri: Two people were
killed and four others criti-
cally injured when a man at-
tacked them with a knife
during a meeting at a village
in Odisha’s Malkangiri dis-
trict, police said. The incident
at MPV-33 village took place
during ameeting called tore-
solve a dispute over the ac-
cused’s alleged involvement
in an extra-marital affair, a

EAST
Twokilled, fourinjured in knife

attack at meetingin Odisha

police officer said.

Forty five-year-old Bidhan
Mirdha was infuriated by re-
marks made against himand
took out a knife and attacked
the people in the meeting,
Malkangiri SP Risikesh D
Khilari said.

The accused also sustained
injuries after he was thra-
shed by villagers following
the attack, headded.  PTI

Panaji: The IMD Goa
Observatory hasissuedared
alert for the coastal state with
aforecast of heavy rainfall on
Thursday. In a press state-
ment issued on Wednesday,
IMD Goa advised people to
stay indoors and asked fish-
ermen not to venture into the
sea due to rough weather
conditions. The state is cur-
rently on ‘orange alert’ due to

Hyderabad: Congress MP A
Revanth Reddy has been
booked for allegedly obstruct-
ing policemen from doing th-
eir duty, police said Wednes-
day.OnOctober21,Reddy was
among several leaders and
workers of the Congress taken
into preventive custody as
they attempted to lay siege to
CM K Chandrasekhar Rao’s
residence.

WEST
Goa putonalertas heavy rain

predicted on Thursday

SOUTH

MP booked for obstructing
cops fromdischarging duty

a low pressure belt that has
developed in the Arabian Sea
and is expected to bring in
heavy showers.

IMD Goa director Dr
Krrishnamurty Padgalwar
said, “In the next 24 hours,
the system might soon turn
into a depression...” A red
alert denotes a possibility of
heavy or extremely heavy
rain for that region. PTI

They were seeking im-
mediate resolution to the in-
definite strike by the State
Regional Transport Corporat-
ion employees. A Sub-Inspe-
ctor of police lodged a com-
plaint saying the MP and his
followers “pushed aside” po-
licemen when they tried to
catch him. Reddy allegedly
manhandled an ACP when
police tried tostop him.  PTI

Kartarpur corridor pact
may be signed today: Pak

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, OCTOBER 23

PAKISTAN SAID on Wednesday
that a historic agreement with
India to operationalise the
Kartarpur corridor was likely to
be signed on Thursday.

The corridor will connect the
Dera Baba Nanak shrine in
India’s Punjab with the gurd-
wara at Kartarpur, about four km
from the international border,
located at Narowal district of
Pakistan’s Punjab province.

Initially, the two sides had
agreed that the pact will be
signed on Wednesday.

“It is our effort to get the
agreement signed tomorrow (on
Thursday),” Foreign Office
spokesman Mohammad Faisal
told reporters in Islamabad.

He said a mechanism had

been agreed under which the
pilgrims would come in the
morning and return in the
evening after visiting Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib. At least 5,000 pil-
grims will be allowed to visit the
holy site every day.

Faisal said that each visitor
would be required to pay USD 20
as fee. He said more details of the
agreement would be shared af-
teritis signed.

Indiais going ahead with the
signing of the pact though it was
strongly opposed to Pakistan’s
decision to levy a service charge
of USD 20 on each pilgrim.

InNew Delhi, the Ministry of
External Affairs on Monday said
a joint secretary-level officer in
the Union Home Ministry will
meet Pakistan officials at zero
point near the site of Kartarpur
corridor on Thursday and sign
the MoU onIndia’sbehalf. PTI
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Al Qaeda’s Kashmir affiliate

wiped out, says J&K DGP

Zakir Musa successor who led Ansar in Valley among 3 killed in gunfight: DGP

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

STATING THAT Hameed Lelhari,
who led Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind
(AGH), an Al Qaeda “affiliate” in
Kashmir, was among three mil-
itants killed in a gunfight in
south Kashmir on Tuesday,
Jammu and Kashmir’s Director
General of Police (DGP) Dilbagh
Singh on Wednesday said that
the AGH has now been wiped
out from the Valley.

Lelhari, according to the DGP,
had taken over from Ansar
founder Zakir Musa after the lat-
ter was killed in May this year.

Lelhari and his associates
Naveed Ahmed Tak and Junaid
Rashid were killed in a gunfight
in Rajpora village of Tral, in
Awantipora, on Tuesday
evening, the police said.

Addressing the media in
Srinagar, DGP Singh pointed out
that Lelhari was made leader of
AGH after Zakir Musa was killed
on May 24. “At that time, this
group (AGH) had been wiped
out, but after he (Lelhari) moti-
vated them, two people joined
the militant ranks — Naveed and
Junaid. The three militants
worked in coordination with
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM),
which is forging ties with
Lashkar-e-Toiba (and) Hizb-ul-

Zakir Musa successor killed: DGP Dilbagh Singh. Shuaib Masoodi

Mujahideen...in attempt to in-
crease violence on the directions
of Pakistani agencies.”

Aresident of Lelhar village in
Pulwama, Lelhari had joined the
militant ranks in 2016, according
to the police. Before joining AGH,
he was associated with JeM. DGP
Singh said Lelhari was involved
in several attacks on security
forces and the killing of a civilian
in south Kashmir.

After the trio was killed on
Tuesday, DGP Singh said that the
police initially got information
that a local man was identified
and the two others were
Pakistani or foreign terrorists.
“But late night, the two others

were identified. All three were
local militants, all of them asso-
ciated with AGH,” he said.
Singh said Junaid’s brother
was also a militant, and he had
been killed earlier. “We also feel
the pain that these people have
taken to the wrong path,” he said.
“Even today, we want young men
on the wrong path to shun
weapons and take theright path.”
Weapons, he added, lead to death.
The DGP also said that as
against apprehension that a
large number of young people
would take up gunsin the Valley
“after August 5” — when the
Union government announced
repeal of special status to J&K

Students return to NIT,
some to stay, some to quit

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

RETURNING TO campus after
nearly three months, Ravirolled
his two suitcases behind him af-
ter registering at the gate. A third
semester student of Mechanical
Engineering at the National
Institute of Technology (NIT) in
Srinagar, he had been waiting at
home in Maharashtra to hear
about the resumption of classes
at the college and was surprised
when the institute posted a no-
tification on October 15.

The shutdown of classes has
delayed his coursework, but he
has found a way. “We are re-
quired to submit a projectin the
third semester, soI contacted IIT
Kharagpur and I will be complet-
ing my project there,” said Ravi.

He said several other stu-
dents are exploring options to
continue classwork elsewhere
while Kashmir emerges out of
the clampdown.

The institute has over 2,000
students from across the coun-
try. In the days preceding the
Centre’s August 5 decision to re-
voke Jammu and Kashmir’s spe-
cial status, students were asked
to vacate the campus. The move
also came in the wake of a state
administration order asking
tourists and Amarnath yatris in
the state to “curtail” their stay in
the Valley immediately and take
“necessary measures” to return
as soon as possible.

Through the day, students
trickled into the campus with
luggage. Some said they were
able to convince their parents to
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NIT-Srinagar has opened after nearly 3 months. Shuaib Masoodi

go back since the telephone lines
had been restored.

Meanwhile, several students
are cancelling admissions and
heading to other institutes. “I
have come back to cancel my ad-
mission.[don’t want torisk such
long breaks again and based on
my JEE score, I have got admis-
sion at Jamia Millia (Islamia),”
Viksit Sharma, a civil engineer-
ing student from Delhi told
The Indian Express.

On Wednesday, there were
barely 20 students in the court-
yard of the institute’s main
building.

However, as per Registrar
Kaiser Bukhari, approximately
1,600 students have returned to
the campus since the college an-
nounced on October 15 that it
would resume classes.

“We had moved some staff to

Delhi following the shutdown on
August 5.So we were able to up-
date our website and inform stu-
dents outside J&K about the re-
sumption of classes. For local
students, we had issued adver-
tisements in local newspapers,”
said the registrar.

The advertisements, how-
ever, did not reach all local stu-
dents. Ishfaqg Ahmad, a student
from Kupwara said, “We do not
get papers everyday but I visited
the college last week and found
out that classes will resume.”

Of the 90 students enrolled
in his class, about eight are at-
tending classes.

Many laboratories and class-
rooms were locked across the in-
stitute on Wednesday.

Outside the hostels, the class
schedules have been pasted for
those returning back to campus.

and bifurcation of the state into
two UTs — “we are happy to say
that the number of boys (joining
militant ranks)is less than what
was before this (August 5)”.
Militancy, he said, can be
checked only when the local
youth shun the path of violence
and choose peace.

DGP Singh also said that a
“sizeable” number of militants
have infiltrated into the Valley,
although he declined to give any
numbers. “Decrease in militant
activities has worried Pakistan,
that’s why they are making
every effort to push militants
(into the Valley). Some militants
have infiltrated, and a large num-
ber of their attempts have been
foiled. I can’t give you the exact
number of militants who have
come in after August 5 but their
number is sizeable — that much
I can say,” Singh said.

Singh said: “Their sightings
have taken place at a number of
places in north Kashmir and
south Kashmir,and going by that
we feel that the number is size-
able. But again,  would say that
the number is not that big that
we should be very worried about
it. As it happens always, they
(Pakistan) send some number,
we deplete some number.
Therefore that process is on
(and) we would bring the num-
ber (of militants) down.”

J&K admin
starts winding
up state panels

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

A WEEK before the bifurcation
of Jammu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories, the adminis-
tration on Wednesday ordered
the winding up of the various
state commissions.

The general administration
department on Wednesday is-
sued orders sanctioning the
winding-up of the State Human
Rights Commission, the State
Information Commission, the
State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, the State
Electricity Regulatory
Commission, the  State
Commission for Protection of
Women & Child Rights, the State
Commission for Persons with
Disabilities and the State
Accountability Commission.
These commissions will cease to
operate with effect from October
31, the day the state’s bifurcation
comes into effect.

The order said the
Chairpersons/President and
Members of Commissions shall
cease to hold office from the said
date, adding that all the staff
posted in these Commissions,
drawn from various depart-
ments, shall report to the admin-
istrative departments concerned
from October 30, 2019.

The government has also said
that the vehicles allotted to or
purchased for these
Commissions are to be handed
over to the State Motor Garages
Department while the buildings
housing these commissions
would be handed over to the
Estates department.

PLAN TOo MAP DISTRIBUTION AND CHALLENGES TO SURVIVAL

Rules firmed up to count snow 1

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

INDIA AND other countries must
strive to double the population of
snow leopards in the coming
decade, Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Prakash Javadekar said on
Wednesday while launching the
first national protocol to assess the
population of the endangered
species in the country.

“We must start thinking about
capacity building, livelihood,
green economy and green path-
ways even in snow leopard areas
of the Himalayan range and cross-
country cooperation,” Javadekar
said at the inaugural session of the
fourth steering committee meet-
ing of the Global Snow Leopard

and Ecosystem Protection
(GSLEP) Program.

In India, the snow leopard in-
habits upper Himalayan and
trans-Himalayan ranges at an al-
titude range between 3,000 and
5,400 metres and spanning 1 lakh
sq km across five states: Jammu
and Kashmir (including Ladakh),
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.
This area contributes to about 5
per cent of the global snow leop-
ard range. Besides India, snow
leopards are found in 11 other
countries.

GSLEP is a high-level inter-
governmental alliance of these 12
countries. Governments of these
countries have jointly initiated an
effort to conduct Population
Assessment of World’s Snow
Leopards, or PAWS.

Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar at the inaugural
session of the 4th steering
committee meeting of the
GSLEP Programme in New
Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

As part of this agreement,
Javadekar on Wednesday
launched the ‘Snow Leopard
Population Assessment in India’

EXPLAINE

Why theyare hard
to track, count
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US CONGRESS HEARING

2 civil society
members back
India on J&K

move, 3 oppose

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ADAY after the US administration
said there is a “humanitarian cri-
sis” inJ&K; civil society groups tes-
tifying before aUS Congress com-
mittee gave a mixed picture of the
ground situation. While three
speakers criticised the govern-
ment on the human rights situa-
tion in Kashmir, two others de-
fended New Delhi’s moves.

These people were heard dur-
ing the second part of the first US
Congressional hearing on the gov-
ernment’s decision remove J&K’s
special status under Article 370.

The hearing on “Human
Rights in South Asia: Views from
the State Department and the
Region”, lasting two-and-a-half-
hours, was chaired by US
Congressman Brad Sherman,
chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Asia.

Nitasha Kaul, associate pro-
fessor in  Politics and
International Relations at
University of Westminster, said
that denial of democratic rights
in Kashmir affects not only the
residents but also those living
outside - in India and overseas.
She said, “Tobe clear, arbitrary ar-
rests, shrinking of space for
peaceful expression of views, and
restrictions on freedom of as-
sembly and other democratic
rights have long been a feature of
life in Kashmir. Whatis new is the
acute and extreme nature of the
restrictions, contempt for all
democratic norms, and putting
an end to all possibility for dia-
logue with Kashmiris, who seek
justice, dignity, freedom, and self-
determination. Given there is no
longer any space for peaceful ex-
pression of dissent anywhere in
Kashmir, what are Kashmiris be-
ing pushed toward? While sell-
ing its actions in Kashmir as
aimed for development, Indian
state has flouted every single
principle of democracy.”

Angana Chatterji, co-chair,
Political Conflict, Gender and
People’s RightsInitiative, research
anthropologist at University of
California, Berkeley, said:
“Kashmiris state that following
August 5 they are afraid of their
forcible incorporation into the
Union of India... Many are appre-
hensive that inhumane condi-
tions, extreme brutality and the
negation of human rights by insti-

tutions of state could foster an
armed uprising within Kashmir...”

Ravi Batra, chair, National
Advisory Council for South Asian
Affairs, told the US Congress:
“..The first thing somebody wants
before they want human rights,
they want to live. I owe India an
apology - when she suffered the
Mumbai terror attack on
November 26, 2008, when Jews
and Americans were singled out
for death by Pakistan-based ter-
rorists, I joined in, arguing for ‘re-
straint’.Iwas wrong. Terror needs
tobe eradicated, soour rightsand
freedoms mean something.”

AartiTikoo Singh, senior assis-
tant editor of The Times of India,
told the panel that Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism has been com-
pletely overlooked by the world
mediaover thelast 30 years, evok-
ing a sharp reaction from US
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar,
who questioned her objectivity
while reporting.

Omar accused Singh of repre-
senting the official side of the story
and cast aspersions on her jour-
nalistic credentials. She did not let
Singh speak. Omar said a re-
porter’s job is to find objective
truth about what’s happening,
and report it to the public.

Singh accused Omar of being
“unfair” and alleged that the hear-
ing was “prejudiced, biased, a
setup against India and in favour
of Pakistan”. She said:
“Throughout these 30 years of
conflict,Islamicjihad and terrorin
Kashmir perpetrated by Pakistan
hasbeen completelyignored and
overlooked by the world press.
There is no humanrights activists
and no press in the world which
feelsit is their moral obligation to
talk or write about the victims of
Pakistani terror in Kashmir.”

Francisco Bencosme, Asia-
Pacific advocacy manager at
Amnesty International, told the
US Congress that Amnesty
International has documented a
clear pattern of authorities using
administrative detention on
politicians, activists and anyone
likely to hold a dissenting opinion
before and after August 5. “While
the Central Home Ministry claims
it has no information on name
and locations of detainees, media
reports suggest that the number
of detentions runs in thousands.
The Jammu & Kashmir police re-
cently accepted that about 144
children, as young as nine, have
been taken into custody.”

Terror funding: Court takes note
of charges against Yasin Malik

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

A DELHI court on Wednesday
took cognizance of a supple-
mentary chargesheet filed by
NIA against JKLF chief Yasin
Malik and othersina 2017 terror
funding case.

Additional Sessions Judge
Rakesh Syal took cognizance of
the final report, which also
names separatist leaders Asiya
Andrabi, Shabir Shah and
Masarat Alam Bhat as accused.

eopards in upper H

THE ELUSIVE nature of the snow leopard makes it an ex-
tremely difficult species to track and count. Recent surveys
have shown that they do not live in 25 per cent of the area
believed to be a part of their range in Himachal Pradesh. The
ministry report states that despite being a leading country
in snow leopard science and conservation efforts, India still
does not have a “robust and accurate population estimate
for the country, much like other range countries”.

(SPAI), which will look at both na-
tional and state-wise population
estimates of these animals, both
in and outside protected areas.
SPAI will include a distribution
map of snow leopards, spatial
mapping of threats faced by these

animals in different parts of its
range, identification of important
population and biodiversity sites,
capacity building of young con-
servationists, and identification of
potential refuge for snow leopards
in response to pressures like cli-

The NIA had submitted before
the court that the High
Commission of Pakistan “organ-
ises functions & meetings in New
Delhi, to which Hurriyat leaders
from Kashmir are invited and
they are given instructions and
funds during these occasions”.

The NIA has also claimed that
funds are being “raised out of il-
legal benefits drawn from LoC
trade”, and that these funds are
routed by buyers of those im-
ported goods in New Delhi
through hawala channels and
shell companies to Kashmir.

imalayas

mate change.

The Wildlife Institute of India,
Nature Conservation Foundation,
PAWS Technical support commit-
tee of GSLEP, GTI Council, WWF,
World Bank Group, Wildlife
Conservation Trust and Global
Tiger Forum will assist in devel-
oping SPA, it was informed.

According to an Environment
and Forest Ministry report re-
leased on Wednesday, the snow
leopard facesimminent threat as
aresult of prey depletioninIndia
due to excessive livestock graz-
ing, retribution killing, poaching,
illegal trade, unregulated
tourism, climate change, infra-
structure development in the
mountains and poor waste man-
agement practices, “leading to
increase in free-ranging dog
populations.”
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Justice Mishra not
to recuse from
hearing land
acquisition case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

A FIVE-JUDGE Supreme Court
Constitution bench headed by
Justice Arun Mishra will continue
to hear matters relating to correct-
ness of interpretation of Section
24 of Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013 (Land
Acquisition Act,2013).

On Wednesday, bench ruled
that Justice Mishra will not recuse
from the hearingas demanded by
some farmers’ associations.

Conflicting decisions in the
matter by two three-judge
benches had snowballed into a
row in early 2018 forcing the apex
court to refer it to a five-judge
Constitution bench.

The two decisions had come
from a bench of former Chief
Justice of India R M Lodha and
Justices Madan B Lokur and
Kurian Joseph — all retired since
— and another bench of Justices
Arun Mishra, A K Goel (since re-
tired) and Mohan M
Shantanagoudar.

Justice Mishra’s presence on
the Constitution bench consti-
tuted to test the correctness of the
judgments had set off a furore on
and off the social media. The other
judges on the bench are Justices
IndiraBanerjee, Vineet Saran, MR
Shah and S Ravindra Bhat.

Taking up the matter for hear-
ing on October 15, Justice Mishra
made evident his displeasure over
the social media discussions on
the matter and asked if it did not
amount to maligning the court.

“Is this not maligning the
court? If you had left it to me, I
would have decided...But you are

Justice Arun Mishra

r

taking to social media to malign
me..and Chief Justice of
India?...Can this be the atmos-
phere of court? It can’t be like
this...Tell me one judge who has
not taken a view on this. Will that
mean all of us are disqualified?”,
Mishra said when Senior Advocate
Shyam Diwan appearing for some
landowners sought his recusal,
pointing out that there may beim-
propriety in him hearing it.

On February 8, 2018, the
bench headed by Justice Mishra
had by a 2:1 decision in a matter
related to the Indore
Development Authority ruled
that compensation not availed of
within a stipulated five-year pe-
riod could not be ground for can-
cellation of land acquisition. Indo-
ingso,itheld thata 2014 ruling by
the bench headed by the then (JI
Lodha in a case related to Pune
Municipal Corporation was “per
incuriam” (passed without due
regard to the law).

On February 21, 2018, yet an-
other bench of Justices Lokur,
Joseph and Deepak Gupta took
exception to the February 8 order
and requested High Courts and
other apex court benches which
were hearing matters likely to be
impacted by it to defer the hear-
ings tillit decided whether to send
the matter to alarger bench.

National anthem was
never sung in Pilibhit
school, finds inquiry

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 23

DAYS AFTER the Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA) of Pilibhit district
temporarily revoked the suspen-
sion of Bisalpur primary school
headmaster Furqan Ali on “hu-
manitarian grounds”,a probe con-
ducted by the district administra-
tion has found that the national
anthemwas never sungin the as-
sembly session at the school.

On directions from district
magistrate Vaibhav Srivastava, a
probe was conducted by a three-
member team, comprising city
magistrate Ritu Punia, additional
district magistrate (Nagar)
Vandana Trivedi and BSA
Devendra Swarup, on October 21.

On October 14, the adminis-
tration had suspended Ali after lo-
cal VHP members complained
that he made studentsrecite are-
ligious prayer at the morning as-
sembly. They had alleged that the
particular prayer is recited in
madrasas.

But, an inquiry by Bisalpur’s
Block Education Officer (BEO),
Upendra Kumar, had found that
Ali made students recite the
poem ‘lab pe aati hai dua’, writ-
ten in 1902 by the poet

Muhammad Igbal, who also
wrote ‘sare jahan se accha’.

According to a statement is-
sued by district administration,
the report stated that during con-
versations with children, it was
found that the national anthem
and the prescribed prayer “woh
shakti humein do dayanidhi” was
never sung at the school. “The
children said that they were
never made to sing the national
anthem or the prescribed poem
after they recited ‘lab pe aati hai
dua’. The new teachers have been
making the children recite the
national anthem and the other
prayer in the last two or three
days,” said the statement. It said
that on the day the probe was
conducted, 53 out of total 267
students were present.

The statement said the quality
of education was found to be “un-
satisfactory”. “When students of
Class V were told to write some
simple English and Hindi words,
they could not. They said that they
were only imparted lessons orally.
None of the students could tell the
name of the president, prime
minister and chief minister.
Students of Class V could not write
words like ‘gyan prakash” or
“Hindustan”. The students lacked
discipline,” the statement said.
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Congress president Sonia Gandhi visits Tihar jail to meet party leader D K Shivakumar on Wednesday. Renuka Puri

HC grants bail to Shivakumar
inmoney laundering case

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE DELHI High Court on
Wednesday granted bail to
Karnataka Congress leader D K
Shivakumar ina money launder-
ing case, observing that nothing
had been placed on record to
show that he was a “flight risk”
and there was no chance of him
tampering with evidence or in-
fluencing the witnesses. He was
released from Tihar Jail follow-
ing the order.

“..I am of the considered
opinion, the petitioner is entitled
for bail on merit and medical
grounds,” Justice Suresh Kumar
Kait said in his order and di-
rected the Congress leader to
furnish a personal bond of Rs 25

D K Shivakumar

lakh with two sureties of the
same amount.

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) had arrested Shivakumar
on September 3 in connection
with a money laundering case
filed last year following an inves-
tigation by the Income Tax de-
partment in 2017 when unac-
counted cash to the tune of more

than Rs 8 crore was found in
New Delhi in locations allegedly
linked to the Congress leader.

In its order granting bail,
Justice Kaitimposed a condition
that Shivakumar should not
leave the country without the
court’s permission and that he
will make himself available for
investigation, if required by the
prosecuting agency.

“He shall not influence the
prosecution witnesses directly
or remotely,” the order said.

The ED, had argued against
Shivakumar’s bail plea saying he
is a “very powerful and influen-
tial person”, capable of “creating,
fabricating and hiding evidence”.

Justice Kait observed that the
documents related to the case
were in the custody of the ED,
the Government of India and the

court.

“Moreover, presently, the pe-
titioner is not in power, except
he is a Member of Legislative
Assembly. Therefore, in my con-
sidered view, there is no chance
of the petitioner to tamper with
the evidence,” it said, adding the
ED had not placed anything on
record to establish that either the
petitioner or his family members
or associates had tried to contact
any witnesses.

The court also noted that the
Congress leader was admitted to
the hospital for four days where
an angiography was also per-
formed on him. Shivakumar had
filed a plea challenging a special
judge’s September 25 order say-
ing his release may hamper the
probe into the case whichisata
crucial stage.

= (Chidambaram

moves for bail in
INX Media case

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ADAY after former Union minis-
ter P Chidambaram was granted
bail in the INX Media corruption
case, he moved the Delhi high
Court on Wednesday for bail in
the money laundering case, say-
ing he was “innocent and has
been wrongly implicated”.

The bail application, listed for
hearing on Thursday before
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait, said
that while in judicial custody, he
has already “suffered two bouts
of illness and was put on antibi-
otics for five and seven days re-
spectively.”

“With the onset of cold
weather and the incident of
dengue etc, his healthis likely to
become more vulnerable,” the
bail petition filed through
Chidambaram’s counsel
Arshdeep Singh, said.

Referring to the apex court’s
bail order which said a mere
averment that the petitioner al-
legedly approached witnesses,
without any basis, cannot be a
reason to deny regular bail, his
bail plea before the high court
said the “instant criminal pro-
ceedings are mala fide and borne
out of political vendetta, and that
the investigating agency is act-
ing at the behest of the Central
government, which wants to
malign his untainted and unim-
peachable reputation”.

Naming Chidambaram, his
son Karti and 12 others, includ-
ing former bureaucrats of the
Ministry of Finance, in a
chargesheet on alleged corrup-
tion, the CBI had said that
Chidambaram, as then finance
minister, had “demanded illegal
gratification. in the form of over-
seas payoffs for himself” and
guarantees for “the business in-
terest of his son” in exchange for

World today has moved on from what
NAM founding leaders faced: Jaishankar

Prime Minister Modi to skip NAM summit in Azerbaijan, Vice President to represent India

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

FOR THE second time in a row,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will not attend the Non-Aligned
Movement summit in Baku,
Azerbaijan on October 25 and 26,
and instead Vice-President
Venkaiah Naidu will represent
India at the summit.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, whois in Baku for the
ministerial meeting, said, “The
world today has moved on from
what the NAM founding leaders
faced in Bandung in 1955. The
scales of global geo-political bal-
ance have shifted, and continue
to do so, propelled by forces of
globalisation and transforma-
tional technological progress.
Long-held assumption and align-
ments rooted in the legacies of
colonialism and the ideology of
the Cold War are making way for
new configurations and partner-
ships.”

Prime Minister Modi did not
attend the last NAM summit in
Venezuela in 2016, and Vice-
President Hamid Ansari had rep-
resented India at that time.

While many had cited sched-

Extrenal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with India’s representative to the United Nations Syed
Akbaruddin at the NAM ministerial meet in Baku, Azerbaijan on Wednesday. Courtesy: Twitter

uling issues and prior commit-
ments of the Prime Minister at
that time for missing the summit,
his absence for the second time
makes it clear that Delhi has
moved away from the NAM con-
cept - and has adopted an ap-
proach of “issue-based align-
ment”.

This was first articulated by
Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav

HC asks social media sites to remove
video defamatory of Ramdeyv ‘globally’

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

HOLDING THAT any defamatory
post or video online that harm
an individual’s right to privacy
should be removed from web-
sites not only in India but glob-
ally, the Delhi High Court on
Wednesday directed Facebook,
Google, YouTube (owned by
Google) and Twitter to “forth-
with” remove, block or disable
on a global basis links to a video
containing defamatory allega-
tions against yoga guru Ramdev.
The social media platforms
had earlier sought to remove the
content locally, within India, by a
method known as geo-blocking,
through which content is blocked
from a particular jurisdiction.
Justice Pratibha M Singh held,
“...When disabling is done by the
platforms on their own, in terms

of their policies, the sameis global.
Sothereisnoreason why courtor-
der ought not to be global.”

While senior advocate Parag
Tripathi, appearing for Facebook,
sought suspension of the direc-
tion for two weeks, and re-
quested the court that a status
quo to be maintained until then,
Justice Singh declined the re-
quest and directed the platforms
to comply with it immediately.

On the issue of conflict of
laws and the right of freedom of
speech and expression, as raised
by the social media platforms,
Justice Singh observed, “What s
to be borne in mind is also the
right of privacy, the right of rep-
utation of a citizen, national se-
curity, national integrity, threats
to sovereignty, etc.”

The court’s direction came on
a suit filed by Ramdev against a
video uploaded by an unknown
person containing “defamatory,

epaper E.ne:‘ss .com

disparaging and threatening”
statements against him and
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd.

In January, the HC had di-
rected for removal of the offend-
ing URL and web-links for the
platforms’ India domains.

The social media sites had op-
posed blocking the content glob-
ally,and only agreed to remove it
within India. But the court held
that merely geo-blocking, or dis-
abling access to the defamatory
content to viewers from India,
would not be sufficient, as users
based in the country can access
it by other means.

“There is an obligation upon
the intermediary (social media
platforms) to disable access,
which would have to be read as
meaning to completely disable
access, and not partially disable
access,” the court said.

Observing that “the race be-
tween technology and the law

could be termed as a hare and
tortoise race —- as technology
gallops, the law tries to keep
pace,” Justice Singh said, “...All of-
fending material which has been
uploaded from within India on
to the defendants’ computer re-
source or computer network
would have to be disabled and
blocked on a global basis...”

“In case of uploads which
take place fromoutside India, the
unlawful act would be the dis-
semination of such content in
India, and thus in those cases the
platforms may resort to geo-
blocking,” the court said.

Ramdev has also sought
compensation on the ground
that various defamatory re-
marks and information includ-
ing videos, based on the book
“Godman to Tycoon — the
Untold Story of Baba RamdeV”,
are being disseminated through
their platforms.

Gokhale in January this year, and
has been reiterated by others at

various occasions.
The theme for the Summit is
“Upholding the Bandung

Principles to ensure concerted
and adequate response to the
challenges of contemporary
world”.

India is afounding member of
NAM, which is one of the largest

gatherings of world leaders.
India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru had led a pio-
neering role in the formation of
the movement.

Jaishankar also said on
Wednesday, “We must reform
and revitalise the current
arrangements and working
methods of our Movement, to al-
low us to pursue a positive and

forward looking agenda. At the
same time, we must guard
against attempts todivide us and
to misuse multilateral platforms
to further narrow interests.”

Insum, he said, “ademocratic,
effective, flexible, credible, trans-
parent and representative, mul-
tilateral order - “reformed multi-
lateralism”, if you will - is a 21st
century imperative”.

He also said that terrorism is
the single biggest threat not only
to international peace and secu-
rity, butalso to development. “No
cause justifies the indiscriminate
killing of innocents as a means of
achieving a political goal. The
growing linkages between terror-
istgroups and cross-border oper-
ations including terror financing
networks, and the spread of hate-
ful ideologies through modern
communication technologies
have left no country untouched
by this scourge,” he said.

“As a group whose citizens
stand to lose the most, our collec-
tive actions must match our
words. Our fight against terror-
ism has to be fought collectively
and across all fronts. The interna-
tional community cannot afford
selective approaches or double
standards on this issue,” he said.

The application
claimed that he “has
made no attempt to
suborn witnesses,
tamper with evidence
or in any other manner
obstruct the judicial
process”

FIPB approval of INX Media’s FDI
proposals.

Denying the CBI charges,
Chidambaram’s bail application
stated that other accused, in-
cluding his son, in the corruption
and the money laundering cases
are out on bail. The application
claimed that he “has made no at-
tempt to suborn witnesses,
tamper with documentary evi-
dence or in any other manner
pollute or obstruct the judicial
process”. It further contends that
since all the evidence in the case
isdocumentary and is in the cus-
tody of investigating agencies, he
cannot tamper with it.

The CBI had arrested 74-year-
old Chidambaram on August 21.
The next day, he was remanded
in CBI custody and on September
5,he was sent to judicial custody
inTihar jail, which was extended
from time to time. On October
16, he was formally arrested by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and remanded to police
custody till October 24.

Col report against
Armyman for being
honeytrapped by
suspected ISI agent

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER 23

A COURT of inquiry was submit-
ted by Bihar and Jharkhand
Army sub-centre at Danapur to
Central Command, Lucknow
against a Punjab Regiment sol-
dier facing allegations of being
"honeytrapped" by a Karachi girl
whois asuspected ISIagent. The
soldier had been posted at
Danapur centre on deputation.
The girl had befriended the
soldier through a fake Facebook
account, claiming that she was
Indian with an Army background.

Danapur sub-centre sources
said Surjit Singh, who was posted
asrunner, had been under watch
of Army intelligence after he was
mostly found on social media,
chatting with the girl under the
fake identity of Anushka. After he
was caught sharing a photograph
with background of the Army of-
fice, he had to face a court of in-
quiry this July. The soldier had
been chatting with the girl for
about four months.

“A court of inquiry report
was submitted to Central
Command office this September.
We do not have updates onif any
action has been taken against the
jawan”, Central Command
spokesperson Gargi Malik said.
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KAMLESH TIWARI MURDER

MANISH SAHU &
KAMAAL SAIYED
LUCKNOW, SURAT, OCT 23

A DAY after arresting Ashfaq
Hussain Shaikh (34) and Farid,
alias Moinuddin Khurshid
Pathan (27), prime accused in
the murder of former working
president of the Akhil Bharat
Hindu Mahasabha, Kamlesh
Tiwari, in Lucknow, the Gujarat
ATS on Wednesday said that a
bullet had hit Moinuddin’s hand
after Ashfag missed the target
while shooting Tiwari.

Sources in Uttar Pradesh
Police, which got three days’
transit remand of the duo from
a Surat court on Wednesday, also
said that Ashfag and Moinuddin
were regularly trying to surren-
der after the murder.

“As per their plan, Syed Asim
Ali, who was later arrested from
Nagpur, was to arrange their sur-
render. After Ali’s arrest, how-
ever, the two did not get any di-
rection on the next course of
action and decided to return to
Gujarat,” a UP Police officer in-
volved in the investigation said.

Ashfag and Moinuddin were
arrested near Shamlaji, a temple
town on Gujarat-Rajasthan bor-
der, on Tuesday.

After a misfire by Ashfaq in-
jured his hand, DIG (Gujarat ATS)
Himanshu Shukla told the me-

dia in Surat on Wednesday,
“Moinuddin tied a handkerchief
on his hand and later slit Tiwari’s
throat. The duo then fled to their
hotel (in Lucknow), where
Ashfaq, who works as a medical
representative, dressed
Moinuddin’s injured hand.”

Gujarat ATS is now looking for
the person who supplied them
with the pistol used to kill Tiwari.
“We have got the name of the ac-
cused who had given the pistol to
Ashfaq. Our teams reached the
suspect’s house but he has gone
underground. We will arrest
him,” Deputy SP(Gujarat ATS) KK
Patel said.

Investigators said Ashfagand
Moinuddin travelled across
three states — UP, Delhi and
Rajasthan — and also went to
Nepal. They reportedly covered
around 2,000 km on trains,
buses, taxi and also took liftin a
truck before they were arrested
near Shamlaji in Gujarat.

The UP Police officer said:
“After the murder they went to
Bareilly and spent a night at the
railway station there. Then they
moved to Lakhimpur Kheri, and
from there to Nepal. After return-
ing from Nepal, the two returned
to Lakhimpur Kheri and went to
Shahjahanpur. After some time
there, the assailants moved to
Delhi,and subsequently to Ajmer.
From there, they went to Shamlaji
on Gujrat-Rajasthan border,

where they were arrested.”

According to the investiga-
tors, Ashfaqg and Moinuddin
were caught after they ran out of
money and approached their
family and acquaintances for fi-
nancial help. “They were carry-
ing around Rs 20,000 when they
left their hometown, Surat, for
Lucknow on October 17, a day
before the murder. In the last
four days, they spent almost all
that money,” an officer said.

Five people have so far been
arrested in connection with
Tiwari’s killing. Rashid Pathan,
Faizan Sheikh and Maulana
Mohsin Sheikh, who were ar-
rested from Surat, are currently
in custody of UP Police.

On Wednesday, Asim Ali was
produced before a local court of
Lucknow which sent him to
three days in police remand. A
video doing the rounds on social
media shows him purportedly
abusing Tiwari for making a film
on the Prophet and threatening
to kill him.

Police said that apart from
Tiwari’s statement against the
Prophet in 2015, another factor
thatinstigated the assailants was
his plan to make a film, Rangeela
Rasool, allegedly showing the
Prophetin abad light.

DIG Shukla of Gujarat ATS
said, “That is also one of the fac-
tors (that led the suspects to
murder Tiwari).”

Hubbali man released after probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 23

A MAN from Hubbali, who was
detained on Tuesday for sus-
pected links to people involved
in the murder of former Akhil
Bharat Hindu Mahasabha leader
Kamlesh Tiwari, has been ques-
tioned and released by
Karnataka police.

It is learnt that Mohammed

Jafar Sadiq, 35, was detained on
the basis of information provided
by UP police about an interaction
between Sadiq and one of the
suspects arrested in the case.
Police in Hubbali and officials of
the internal security department
of Karnataka police questioned
Sadiq and later released him. “It
is now up to UP police to take a
call on him,” police sources said.

According to sources, Sadiq
was detained after investiga-

HC issues notice to MP over
a PIL against exemption of
women from helmet rule

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 23

The Madhya Pradesh High Court
issued a notice to the state gov-
ernment on Wednesday,onaPIL
filed by alaw university student,
challenging a rule that exempts
women from wearing a helmet.

Appearing as petitioner-in-
person, Himanshu Dixit, a third
year student of The National Law
Institute University, Bhopal,
states in his petition that the ex-
emption exposes women to
danger.

While Section 129 of the
Motor Vehicle Act, 1988, makes
wearing of protective headgear
mandatory, Rule 213 (2) of the
Madhya Pradesh Motor Vehicle
Rules, 1994, exempts women
(also children aged 12 or less)
from wearing a helmet.

The 22-year-old student ar-

gued that the rule not only vio-
lates Articles 14,15 (1), 21 of the
Constitution, but is also ultra
vires the parent statute (MV Act
of 1988). The petition has
pointed out anomalies like the
‘no helmet, no petrol’ order that
require women to wear a helmet
when they go to refuel their ve-
hicles. The pleaalso cited dataon
women two-wheeler riders in-
volved in fatal accidents.

The petitioner stated that in
25 years since the rules were in-
troduced, many women have
been issued challans for not
wearing a helmet, which is con-
trary to the rule.

A division bench of acting
Chief Justice Sanjay Yadav and
judge Vijay Kumar Shukla
sought a reply from the state
government within 15 days and
posted the matter for further
hearing in the week commenc-
ing November 11.

Rajasthan: 2 die while digging sand pit

Jaipur: Two girls died and three
were injured after getting
trapped under sand when they
were digging a pit in Dholpur
district, police said.

Anjali Jatav (10) and Rachna
Jatav (12) were among the five
girls who were digging a pit in
the field at Khurdia village on
Wednesday when the heap of

sand collapsed.

The five were rushed to a
hospital, where two were de-
clared dead and others admitted
for treatment, police said. Police
said the bodies were handed
over to family after post-mortem
and a case was registered. under
Section 174 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure. PTI
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tions in the murder case re-
vealed that one of the suspects
called him up and sought helpin
finding a lawyer. Sources said
Sadiq knew the suspect, but no
links between him and the
crime had emerged. A resident
of the Old Hubbali area, Sadiq
was among 53 Muslims acquit-
ted in 2015 in a case of rioting
and violation of curfew filed in
the Old Hubbali police stationin
2010.

Misfire injured one killer, wanted to surrender: cops

Ashfaq Hussain Sheikh and Moinuddin Khurshid Pathan, who were arrested from Gujarat-
Rajasthan border in connection with Tiwari’s murder, in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. P11

Killers shot Tiwari, stabbed
him 15 times: Autopsy report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 23

THE post-mortem report of
Kamlesh Tiwari, who was mur-
dered at his residence in
Lucknow on October 18, has re-
vealed that there are 15 stab
wounds on his body and that his
death occurred due to shockand
haemorrhage.

The report added that there
is a firearm injury mark on the
left side of Tiwari’s face, said
police.

Tiwari, a former working
president of the Akhil Bharat
Hindu Mahasabha, was mur-
dered by two people in
Khursheed Bagh area in
Lucknow. The police had recov-
ered a pistol from the spot.

UTTARAKHAND RURAL POLLS

Wife of Congress staffer who
serves tea wins pradhan post

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, OCTOBER 23

A CONGRESS party employee
who serves tea at the state head-
quarters has shot into the lime-
light after his wife won the elec-
tion for village pradhan in
Pithoragarh district.

As the results of the pan-
chayat polls in 12 districts of
Uttarakhand were announced on
Tuesday, Manju, the 22-year-old
wife of Narendra Singh “Anna”,
was declared winner from
Adagaon village in Kanalicheena
block. She defeated her nearest
rival by 15 votes.

Following her election, the
refrain among partymen was
“chaiwalla bana pradhan” —
Narendra (29) has worked for
the Congress for four years, serv-
ing tea and water to leaders.

“He is true soldier of the
Congress. The party is over-

whelmed by his wife’s win, all
the leaders are congratulating
him. He took only 15-day leave
for canvassing. He is strengthen-
ing the Congress in his village,”
said Garima Dasauni, state
Congress spokesperson.

A party leader tweeted,
“When a declared chaiwalla is
holding the top position in the
country, my Anna s holding the
top position of his village.”

“If a chaiwalla could become
Prime Minister, why can’t
Narendra Singh become village
pradhan? Offering tea and water
is noble work.Idowhatever party
leaders ask me to do,” Narendra
said. “Villagers, especially
women, suggested that Manju
should contest asa move towards
empowerment of women. Both
of us filed nomination, butIasked
voters to support her.”

Narendra has studied till Class
10.Manjuis pursuing graduation
inarts, and the couple have aone-

AG pulls out a
question: Can
there be new
curbs on freedom
of speech?

Constitution Bench after senior
advocates Fali S Nariman and
Harish Salve, assisting the court as
amicus curiae in the matter, said
it was of great importance and
should be referred. Nariman and
Salve had submitted to the court
the questions they wanted it to ex-
amine in the matter.

On Wednesday, Venugopal
proposed three more issues which
he urged the court tolookinto.He
said the bench should also con-

sider “whether

greater restric-
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Article 21 of the Constitution can
be enforced againstindividuals or
private corporations not falling
within the definition of the term
state” will also have to be looked
into, he submitted.

Justice Mishra remarked that
the question was “very impor-
tant”.

Justice Bhat pointed out that
inhabeas corpus matters, the right
isenforced against individuals and
not only against the state.

“But your Lordships will not
expand it to other fundamental
rights,” said the Attorney General,
adding “the question is whether
any of these rights except those
specified will lie against individu-
als”. He also proposed that the
court decide “whether the State
can proceed against anindividual
inthe absence of a statutory posi-
tionin respect of statements made
by him/her on the ground that the
statements affect the fundamen-
tal right of another individual”.

The three-judge benchtoohad
framed four questions before re-
ferring the matter toa Constitution
Bench. It wanted to know whether
a person holding a high office can
pass comments like “it is an out-
come of political controversy”
when avictim filesan FIR alleging
rape, gang rape or murder or such
other heinous offences against an-
other person or group of persons
especially when he has nothing to

A\

Kamlesh Tiwari

Acording to the police, the
post-mortem report states there
are seven wounds inflicted us-
ing a sharp-edged weapon on
the left side of the chest and two
incised wounds, one of which
was inflicted to slit the neck.
There are two injuries inflicted
using a knife on the right side of

year-old son.

Polling was held for 356 zila
panchayat members, 2,674 BDC
members, 5,847 village pradhan
and 3,824 members of village
panchayat. As the results were
declared on Tuesday, both the
BJP and Congress claimed that
candidates supported by them
won maximuim seats.

State BJP president Ajay
Bhatt claimed the party would
constitute its board inall 12 zila
panchayats. The BJP also de-
clared candidates for Zila
Panchayat chairpersons in four
districts.

“We had announced sup-
ported candidates on many zila
panchayat seats. More than 60
per cent of our supported candi-
dates won,” said Congress
spokesperson Garima Dasauni.

Congress leaders will meet
on Wednesday to decide candi-
dates for Zila Panchayat chair-
persons.

the chest and two on the left
shoulder. There are two other
injuries on the back side of
Tiwari’s left shoulder, added a
police officer.

“The autopsy report said
death occurred due to shock and
haemorrhage,” said a police
officer.

Police said the two as-
sailants, identified as Ashfaq
Hussain Jakir Hussain Shaikh
and Farid alias Moinuddin
Khurshid Pathan, were also in-
jured during the course of the
attack. The Gujarat ATS had ar-
rested six persons, including
Ashfaq and Moinuddin, in con-
nection with the case.

Tiwari had appealed on be-
half of the organisation in the
Ayodhya case before the
Supreme Court.

NASA finds no
trace of Vikram
lander in latest
pics by orbiter

Washington: NASA has found no
evidence of Chandrayaan-2's
Vikramlanderin the latestimages
captured by its Moon orbiter of
the lunar south pole region where
India’s ambitious mission at-
tempted a historic soft landing,
the US space agency said on
Wednesday. On September 7,
ISRO attempted a soft landing of
Vikram on the uncharted lunar
south pole, before losing commu-
nication with the lander.

“The Lunar Reconnaissance
Orbiterimaged the area of the tar-
geted Chandrayaan-2 Vikram
landing site on October 14, but did
not observe any evidence of the
lander,” Noah Edward Petro, the
Project Scientist for the LRO said.

“Itis possible that Vikramislo-
cated inashadow or outside of the
searcharea. Because of thelow lat-
itude... the area is never com-
pletely free of shadows,” John
Keller, Deputy Project Scientist
LRO Mission, said. PTI
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do with the offence.

It also wanted to know if the
“State” should allow such com-
ments “as they have the effect po-
tentiality to create adistrustinthe
mind of the victim as regards fair
investigationand, inaway, the en-
tire system” and whether or not
the statements come within the
ambit and sweep of freedom of
speech and expression.

The bench had also said thatit
will examine “whether such com-
ments (which are not meant for
self protection) defeat the concept
of constitutional compassionand
also conception of constitutional
sensitivity?”.

The hearing remained incon-
clusive and will continue
Thursday.

Judge vs Judge
on same bench
in Bombay

HC over a
corruption case

a judgment and its pronounce-
ment, had laid down that “after
conclusion of hearing, if the judg-
ment is reserved or the matteris
closed for judgment, it is open to
the judges on the bench to dis-
cuss, change their opinions, mod-
ify or persuade each other to take

a particular view until a judg-
ment is made ready, signed and
pronounced in the open court.”

He wrote that in the graft
matter before the bench, “unfor-
tunately... there was no occasion
for such deliberation or discus-
sion on merits of the matter for
tentative conclusion”.

“The petitions were kept re-
served for judgment since 28-
08-2019,” he said. “The petitions
were listed directly on the cause
list dated 18-09-2019 without
giving any prior intimation to
me,” Justice Sonawane said,
adding “the pronouncement
was made in a very cryptic and
obscure manner” on September
18 “by simply declaring “both the
petitions are allowed”.

Justice Sonawane said “at the
time of pronouncement of judg-
ment in open court, | raised ob-
jection that ‘how the petitions
are allowed?’, that time [ was ad-
vised to go through the reason-
ing part of the Judgment scribed
by him”. He said “the judgment
was pronounced in such a post-
haste manner that I could not
avail the opportunity to express
my dissent view/opinion at that
time”.

“Thereafter, the Judgment of
petitions was placed before me
for signature in the evening
hours in my chamber. I was
aghast on perusing the expres-

SC declines nod to
resume Mumbai
coastal road project

Apex court will hear pleas after Diwali

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday declined to grant a
prayer for resuming work on the
Rs 12,000-crore Mumbai coastal
road project. The Bombay High
Court had earlier quashed its
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
clearance.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi and Justices S
ABobde and S A Nazeer said the
court is of the view that “the
matter should be heard and dis-
posed of at the earliest” and
asked Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to mention it before court
number two “immediately on
reopening of the court after
Diwali vacation”.

The court will reopen after
Diwali recess on November 4.

Mehta pointed out that 10km
of theroad (out of the 30-km proj-
ect) has already been completed
and the project has a 2022 dead-
line. Since it is not likely to be com-
pleted by that deadline, the court
couldinthe interim allowwork to
resume, subject to the final out-
come of the project, whileit hears
the petition, he said.

“(The) machinery is still
there.... Your Lordships may al-
low us to start.... We will start at
risk of parties...no equities to be
given,” the SG said.

Mehta added that “nobody
stands to gain anything by sud-
denly halting it altogether”.

The court did not respond to
the SG but added in the order, “in
the event the Court is unable to
fix an early date, it will be open
for the petitioner to renew the
prayer for grant of interim relief.”

On July 26, the court had is-
sued notice on the Municipal
Corporation of  Greater
Mumbai’s plea seeking a stay on

KERALA NUN RAPE

The project was given
the go-ahead in 2017 by
Maharashtra Coastal
Zone Management
Authority and the Union
environment ministry

the High Court order quashing
CRZ clearance granted for the
southern part of the project.

Quashing the CRZ clearance
on July 16 after hearing a clutch
of petitions, the High Court
bench of Chief Justice Pradeep
Nandrajog and Justice N M
Jamdar had underlined a “seri-
ous lacunain the decision-mak-
ing process” and “lack of proper
scientific study”.

The project had been given
the go-ahead in 2017 by the
Maharashtra Coastal Zone
Management Authority
(MCZMA), the Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) and the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest (MoEF).

The High Court said the civic
body cannot proceed with the
work without obtaining envi-
ronmental clearance under the
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) notification.

Inits 219-page judgment, the
High Court bench said, “Itis ob-
vious that a serious lacunain the
decision-making process has
occurred. The lacunais that nei-
ther MCZMA nor EIA nor MoEF
took note of the fact that except
for the environmental impact
assessment study conducted by
the consultants, all other reports
themselves informed the recip-
ient of the reports that they
were not based on complete and
exhaustive analysis of the data
and material required to opine
on the adverse environmental
impact.”

Nun moves women’s
panel, cites online
harassment by bishop

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER23

A NUN who filed a rape case
against Bishop Franco Mulakkal
has approached the state
women’s commission, alleging
that the bishop and his aides
have been insulting her on social
media platforms.

Observing that the com-
plaintis serious, the commission
onWednesday registered a case
in this regard.

Commission chairpersonand
CPM leader M C Josephine said
the commission has asked the
state police chief and cyber po-
lice to submit a report within 10
days. “The commission received
the complaint from the nun on
Wednesday and will take strong

sions discernible from the judg-
ment particularly against the
functions of Government per-
sonnel as well as specific direc-
tion to ACB about permission for
investigation and to police for in-
vestigation against public ser-
vants of Public Works
Department (PWD) and to file
the case, etc. According to me, all
these are not legally permissible
by exercising writ jurisdiction
under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India. In case
such directions are issued to in-
vestigating agency, it would
amount to cause interference in
the investigation. These circum-
stances did not persuade me to
share responsibility of alleged
findings expressed by Senior
Member of this Bench.
Therefore, I refused to put my
signature on the Judgment au-
thored by him and kept reserved
my legitimate right to express
dissent view/opinion within am-
bit of law,” he wrote.

The petitions filed by
Prashant Bamb, who was a BJP
MLA in Maharashtra, through
advocate Sachin S Deshmukh, al-
leged “fraud and mischief in the
renewal and repairing works of
the  Kalyan-Ahmednagar-
Parbani-Nanded-Nirmal road”.

Justice Nalawade concluded
that such offences “cannot be
committed unless there is con-

action in this case,” she said.

The chairperson said a similar
case had been registered by the
commission earlier and district
police chief, Kottayam, had been
asked to probe. The police have
told the commission that the in-
vestigation is in progress. When
such a probe is already on, it is
disturbing to see that the com-
plainant nun has been targeted
again on social media, she said.

According to sources close to
the nun, a YouTube channel is
airing items aimed at tarnishing
her image. Meanwhile, a ses-
sions court in Kottayam has is-
sued summons to Bishop
Mulakkal to appear before the
courton November 11. Mulakkal
was removed as the bishop of
Jalandhar following his arrestin
the rape case last year. He is cur-
rently out on bail.

nivance of officers” and it was
open for police to investigate the
role of PWD officials too and that
the ACB could take over to probe
charges of disproportionate as-
sets once police confirmed the
charges. He was also critical of
the role of the government au-
thorities in the case.

Justice Sonawane, however,
was of the view that since the
police probe was already on, pur-
suant to filing of FIRs and it was
at an “initial stage”, “it would be
preposterous and incomprehen-
sible to issue such kind of direc-
tion to investigating agency to
file case against PWD officials by
keeping open the field for inves-
tigation against them”.

He said that the absence of
name of PWD officials in the FIR
“does not preclude the investi-
gating agency to carry out the in-
vestigation against them” if nec-
essary.

Advocate AB Girase, the pub-
lic prosecutor in the case, told
The Indian Express that when
there is a difference of opinion
between two judges, the matter
is placed before a third judge
who may agree with one of the
views which then becomes final.
He said that “there has not been
any order from the Registry so far
placing it before a third judge”.
Repeated calls to the HCRegistry
went unanswered.
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Merkel on 3-day visit to India from Oct 31

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Angela
Merkel will pay a three-day visit
to India beginning October 31
with an aim to further broad-
base strategic ties in an array of
key areas, including defence

Student’s
suicide: Case
against dean,
9 teachers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, OCTOBER 23

THE DEAN and nine teachers of a
college here have been named in
a police case over the suicide of a
fourth-year student on October 21
on the basis of a complaint filed
by the student’s father.

The case was filed by G Vijay
Bhaskar, the father of Sri Harsha,
21, a final year engineering stu-
dent at Amrita School of Engine-
ering, who committed suicide at
the college hostel on Monday af-
ter being suspended for alleged
vandalism of property during a
students’ strike over lack of facil-
ities at the hostel.

“The college authorities were
troubling my son over protests that
had taken place on the campuson
September 23 over water scarcity.
In this regard, on October 21 at
10.45 am, afinal hearing was held
butIwas not allowed for the hear-
ing. Around noon on the same day;,
Iwas informed by college author-
ities that my son was in hospital,”
Bhaskar, a resident of Andhra
Pradesh, said in his complaint.

According to the complaint,
Bhaskar later learned that his son
was rushed to hospital after he
fell from the roof of the college.
“The death of my son was caused
by the trouble caused by college
authorities who also covered up
evidence regarding the death,”
said the complaint. The com-
plaint has named the college
dean Dhanaraj Swamy and nine
teachers from various depart-
ments at the college as the ac-
cused in the case.

TEJPAL CASE
Victim to be

cross-examined
on November 11

Panaji: A Goa court on Wedn-
esday adjourned till November
11 the cross-examination of the
woman who lodged a case of
sexual assault against Tehelka
magazine founder Tarun Tejpal.
The case is being tried before
District Judge Shama Joshi at
Mapusa town in North Goa.

Tejpal’s lawyer Rajiv Gomes
said the cross-examination of
the woman could not be taken
up on Wednesday as defence
counsel Shrikant Shivde sought
an adjournment. The woman'’s
cross-examination will now be
held from November 11 to
November 14, he said.

Gomes said that during the
trial, the defence lawyerraised a
legal point on the validity of a
document produced by the
prosecution. The court has fixed
October 31 for a hearing onit.

A Supreme Court bench in
August asked the Goa court to co-
mplete the trial in the case within
six months. PTI

Kusum Prasad,
one of Rajasthan’s

earliest woman
IAS officers, dies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

FORMER RAJASTHAN Home
Secretary and one of the earliest
women IAS officers in the state,
Kusum Prasad died in the early
hours of Wednesday after a spell
of illness. She was 82.

A 1960-batch IAS officer of
Rajasthan cadre, Prasad had a stel-
lar record in a state which got its
first woman Chief Secretary only
in 2009. She was Director General
of the Employees State Insurance
Corporation and Rajasthan’s first
woman District Magistrate — she
was posted in Tonk. She also
served as the state Home
Secretary for some time in 1991.

Prasad played akey roleinre-
viving the Rajasthan Small
Industries Corporation Limited,
which resulted in revamp of
Rajasthali, the emporium, and
benefited many small artisansin
the state. She is survived by two
daughters — Dr Vandana Prasad,
a medical doctor, and Prof
Archana Prasad, who is a histo-
rian and author.
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in their wide-ranging talks, will

and security.
Sources said Merkel and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

German particularly focus on giving a
Chancellor new momentum to the bilateral
Angela ties by significantly scaling up
Merkel cooperation in several sectors.

During her visit from October
31 to November 2, Merkel will
also meet top executives of ma-
jor Indian companies which are
active in Germany.

_«#m EAST BOUND FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS FROM 24.10.2019 TO 02.11.2019

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during festival season, Northern Railway has planned to run following Festival

8l Special Trains from Delhi area (orvia Delhiarea stations) from 24.10.2019t002.11.2019 as per the schedule given below:-

i atoppages
-I-I.HII_I f‘-]-:_'l S Lol o o O gl oy 2
List of East Bound Trains from Delhi area on 24.10.2019 (Thursday)
; o 248, 34 Kanpur, Allghabad, Pt. Deandayal Upadhayaya, Buxar, Ara Danapur. Patna, Bhakhtivarpur
p4o02 | Anand Vikar (T) 18:35 | Bhagalpur 17:30 SL & Gen Mokameh Jn.. Kiul Abhaipur, Jamalpur & Sultangan] Station
) v Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda. Bastl, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar, Sewan, Chhapra, Hajlpur,

82410" | Dalhi (Suvicha) 11:00 | Darbhanga o0 LA A Muzzafapur & Samastipur slations

B2408 | Maw Dalhi 1055 | Ssharss 11:30 |24, 34, 5L & Gen | HKanpur Central, Luokmow, Gonda, Bast, Gorakhpur, Chikapra, Hajipus, Berawni, Bhagans & 5 Bhakhtiyarpur Siationa

4086 | Anand Vikar (T) 19:25 | Szharsa 20:00 AL A SL Moradabad, Barellly, Lucknow, Gonda. Basti, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar, Siwan, Chhagpra, Hagipur, Barauni & Khagaria

Jammu Tawi . ) Fathankot Cantt, Jalandhar Cant, Ludhiana Jn, Ambata Cant Jn, Panipat Jn, Delhi, Ghaziabad,
aatid {wla Dalhi) 22:10 | KanpurCantrall 18:55 [2A, 3A, SL& Gen Ahigarh Jn, Tundla Jn, Etawah & Jhinjhak Statons

List of East Bound Trains from Delhi area on 25.10.2019 (Friday)

Az404 | Mew Delhi {Suvidha) 14:55 | Patna Jn 08-30 28 & A4 Kanpur Central, Allahabad Jn, Pt, Deendaysl Upadhayaya, Buxar, Ara & Denapur stations

. . P Firozpur Canit Jn : _ Faridkot, Kod Kapora Jn, Bhatinda Jn, Mansa, Jakha! Jn, Jind Jn, Rohtak Jn, Shakurbash, Delhi, Moradabad, Baredly, Lucknow,

Genesis La Mode Private Limited 04820 {via Dalni) 16:45 | Darbhanga 10 ad Gen Suitanpur, Varanas!, Pt. Deendsyal Upadhaysys, Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patiputra, Hajipor Jn, Mizaffampur Jn, Samastipur Jn

Reqistared Office. 2A-1109, 11th Floor, Two Honizon Centra, DLF-V, ; . . T F 2 T
Galf Course Road, Seclor-43, Gurugram, Haryana -122002 04062 | Maw Dalhl 10-55 | Darkhangs 10-30 A, 3M & SL Kanpur Central, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Chhapes, Hajipur dn, Muzaffarpur Jn, Samastipur Mn. Stations
CiN: ST 08HR20IZPTCOa5a 1 4054 | Anand Vikar (T} 19:00 | Patna 16:30 Gan Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Sultanpur, Varanasi;, P1. Deendayal Upadhayaya, Buxar, Ara & Danapur Siations
Before the Central Government | Regional Directaor, g4014 | Mew Dalhi 73-55 | Patna 19-00 Gan Moradabad, Barailly, Lucknaw, Sultenpur, Varanasi, F1. Deendayal Upadhayava, Buxar, Ara & Danapur Stations
MWaorthern Region, Naw Dalhi
W | Mew Delh 0:15 | Gorakhpur 14:00 Ghaziabad, Maradabad, Chandausi Jn., Bareilly Cantt,, Sultanpur Cantt., Gonda Jn. & Bast Stations
Ini the matter of sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Companies Act, 2013 and i ot it i i e ¥ P
elausa (a) of sub-rula {5) of rule 30 of Tha Companies (Incorporation) Rules, 2014 " - , - Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar, Sewan, Chhapra, Hajipur
3 04404 | Maw Dealh 19:25 | Barauni 18:00 34 & Shahpur Patores stations
In the matter of Genesis La Mode Private Limited having its reaisterad office at . : p Kanpur Central, Allshabad, Dd Upadhyaya dn, Buxar, Ara, Patng, Bakhtiyarpur Jn, Mekameh Jn, Begusarai,
: i 04084 | Delhi 22:40 | Pumea Cour | 2230 Gen Khagaria, Mansi, S Bhakhtiyarpur, Saharsa, Dauram Madhepura & Banmankhi Jn stations
2A-111, 11th Floor, Two Horizon Centra, DLF-V, Gall Coursa Road, Secior-43,
Gurugram, Haryans -122002 018 | Mew Delhi 15:30 | Varanasi Jn 0700 gL Maradatiad, Barsllly, Lucknow & Sultanpur Jn. Stalions
ceeeennApplicant | Petitioner _
App 4018 | Mew Dealnl 22-45 | Lucknow 09:40 | 24, 34 SL & Gen.| Moradabad, Chandaust Jn & Bargilly Stations
Notice i hereby given fo the General Public thal the Company proposes o make o _ : -
application 1o the Central Governmenl undaer seclion 13 of the Companles Ast, 2013 odoo0 | Anand Vikar (T) 12-45 | Bhagalpur 10:10 24 TA L BL Kanpur Central, Allahabad Jn_. PL Lmendayal Upadhayaya, Buxar, Ara. Palna Jn, Bakhtiyarpur Jn

seeking confirmation of alteration of the Memorandum of Association of the Compary in
ferms of the special resolution passed af the Extraordinary General Meeting held on
Ceotober 11, 20719 fo enable the Company to change iis Registerad Office from the " State of
Haryana" ioihe *Siate of Maharashitra”

Any person whose inleresl is Beely bo be alfected by the proposed change of (he registered
office of tha Company may deliver aither on the MCA-21 portal (www.mca.gov.in) by
filing mvestor complaint form or cause o be daliveres or send by regesterad post of
hisher objaclions supporad by an alfdawil slating the nalure of histher iarest and
grounds of opposibon 1o the Regiong Direclor at the address, “The Ragional Direcior
Narthem Region, Ministry of Carparate Affaies, B-2 Wing | 2nd Floor, Paryavaran Bhawan
CGO Complex, Mew Delhi - 170003 within foureen days of the date of publication of
this notice with a copy 1o the Applicant ( Petifioner Company &1 s registersd office &
281101, 11th Floor, TwoHorizon Centra, DLF-V. Golf Course Moad, Sector-43. Gurugram
Haryana-122002

For and on behall of the Appkcanl | Patitiones:

Sdi-

Azshwin Khasgiwala

Place . Mumbal Diractor
Dals October 19, 2019 [ DODDEAE T}

GML India Fashion Private Limited
Registerad Office; 28-1101, 11th Floor, Two Horizan Centre, DLF-
Goll Coursa Road, Secior-43, Gurugram, Haryana -123002
CiIN; US1404HR2012PTCR4T914

Befora the Central Government /| Regional Director,
Mortharn Ragion, New Dalhi

In the matter of sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Companies Act, 2013 and
clausa [a) of sub-rube [5) of rule 30 of The Companies {Incorporation) Rules, 2014

And
In the matter of GML India Fashion Private Limited having its registerad office al
208-1101, 11th Floor, Two Horizon Centre, OLF-V, Golf Course Road, Sector-43,
Gurugram, Haryana -122002
......... Applicant | Petitioner

MNofica is hereby gven 1o the General Public that the Company proposes to make
applicabion io the Cenbral Governmant under secbion 13 of the Companies &ct, 2013
gaaking confirmafion of alteration of the Memarandum of Association of the Company In
lerms. of fhe spacal resoltion passed & the: Sxiraordinary General Mestng hetd an
October 11, 2019 fo enable tha Company to change Its Registersd Offica rom the " 5tate of
Haryana" fo the " State of Maharashira™

Any person whaose mterest is likely io = aflected by the proposed change of tha regislerad
office ol the Campany may delver either on the MCA-21 portal {www.mea.gov.in) by
filing invastor complaint form or casse © be celvered or sand by reqistensd post of
hisiher obectons supported by an affidavil stating the naturs of histher interest and
grounds of opposition to the Regional Direclor 21 the addrass, "The Regional Directar,
Narthem Region, Mmistry of Corporate &fiairs, B-2 Wing , 2nd Floor, Penrayvanan Bhawan,
CGO Complax, Mew Dalhi = 110003" within fourlean days of the date of pebdcaton of
this nobce with 8 copy to the Applicent | Petilionar Company &t iis regisiered office &
281101, 11th Flooe, Two Horlzon Centre, DLF-V, Golf Coursa Road, Seclor-43, Gurugram,
Haryana-122002

Farand on behall of the Applicant | Pattioner

Sd-

Ashwin Khasglwala

Place | Mumba Diracior
Date : October 18, 2018 (DHN: DOD0B461)

Genesis Luxury Fashion Private Limited
Ragisterad Office: 281909, 111h Floor, Tws Hanzan Cenlre. DLEY,
Golf Course Road, Seclor-83, Gurugram, Haryana -122002
CIN: UT4884HR2007TPTCO54951

Before the Central Gowernment | Regional Director,
Mertherm Region, New Dathl

In tha matter of sub-section (4] of Section 13 of Companies Act, 2013 and clause [a)
of sub-rule {5) of rule 30 of Tha Companies {Incorporation) Rules, 2014
And

In the matter of Genesis. Luxury Fashion Private Limited having its
registered office at 28-1101, 11th Floor, Two Horizon Centra, DLF-V,
Golf Course Road, Sector-43, Guregram, Haryana -122002

weeerripplicant | Petitioner

Motice B hereby given o the General Public thal the Company proposes 1o make
appication bo e Central Govemment under seclion 13 of the Companies Act, 2013
seaking confirmation of alteratlon of the Memarandum ol Association of the Campary in
termz of the special resclufion pessed af the Extreordinary General Meeling held on
Cxotober 11, 207189 fo anable the Company to change ils Registerad Olfice from the “State of
Haryana" ioihe *State of Maharashira”,

Any person whose interest is Sely o be-afiected by the proposed change of the regisiered
office of the Compary may deliver eithar on the MCA-21 portal [www.mcagov.in) by
filing Investor complaint form or cause Lo be dalivened or sand by regsterad post of
nesinher ohiechions suppored by &n sfidayil skafing the natue of hisfher mlerest and
grounds of oppositon [ the Regions Direclar af the address, “The Reagonal Direcior,
Northem Regaon, Minisiny of Corporate Affairs, 8-2 Wing . dnd Floor, Farravaran Bhawan
CGO Complax, New Dalhi - 110002° within fourteen days of the dals of publication of
ihis notice with @ copy o the Applicant / Pelitioner Compary 81 s registerad office at
ZA-1101, 11th Flaar, Two Horeon Cantre, DLF-Y. Golf Course Road, Saclor-43, Gurugram
Haryana - 122042

For and an benaif of the Appacant | Petitiones

Sl

V. Subramantam

Fiace  Mlumbal Director
Date - Octobar 18, 2019 (D DOD0SE21)

Genesis Colors Limited
Regestarad Cffice: 309 to 303, 3rd Floor, Good Earth Business Bay, Sector 58,
Golf Course Extension, Gurugram, Haryana - 122102

CIN: U51311HR1398PLCOM845

Bafore the Central Government | Regional Director,
Northerm Regean, New Dealhi

In the matter of sub-section (4] of Section 13 of Companies Act, 2013 and
clause |a) of sub-rule {3) of rule 30 of Tha Companies (Incorporation] Rules, 2014

And
In the matter of Genesis Colors Limited having its regisierad office af
31 to 303, 3rd Floor, Good Earth Business Bay, Sector 56,
Goff Course Extension, Gurugram, Haryana - 122102
werrene-APRlicant | Petitionar

HNolice s heraby given to the General Public thal the Company proposes 1o make
applicalion o fhe Central Govemmen! under saclion 13 of the Companies Act, 2013
saaking confirmaton of alteration of the Memarandum of Asscctation of the Company in
ferms of the special resolufion passed at the Extrecrdmary General Meefing held on
Crelobar 11, 2018 o enabla the Company 1o changa ils Ragisterad Office from 1he “State of
Haryana" fo the *State of Maharashtra”

Any person whose interest islikely lo be affected by the proposed change of the reqgistered
office of the Comipany may déliver either on the MCA-21 portal (www.mca.gov.in) by
filing Investor complalnt form o cause o be dalivesed or sand by registerad post of
hishar objections supporied by an affidawl slatng the nature of histhes inlerest ard
grounds-of oppositon o the Remonal Direcior al the address, “The Ragianal Direclor,
Kaorthem Region, Ministny of Corporale Affairs, B-2'Wing , 2nd Floor, Fanyavaran Bhawan
CGD Complex, Meaw Dalki - 110003° within fourteen days ol tha date of publication of this
nodice with & copy 1o the Applicant | Petiboner Company &l its regisiered office 51 301 to
303, 3rd Floor, Good Earlh Business Bay, Seclor 58, Gof Coursa Extenslon, Gurugram
Haryana- 122102,

For and on bebiall of the Apclicant | Pelibonar

adi-

V. Subrgmsankam

Flace - Mumba Dearachor
Dgte © Dchober 19, 2019 DI DDO0EG2 1)

Mokameh dm,, Kiul Jn., Jamalpur Jn. & Suftapgenj Stations
List of East Bound Trains from Delhi area on 26.10.2019 (Saturday)

List of E

2414 | Mew Dethi (Suvidha) | 0020 | Darbhanga 23:48 5L fMoradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bastl, Gorakhpur, Narkatiagan] Jn, Raxual & Sitamarhl Stations
4048 | Anand Vikar (T} 23:35 | Gorakhpur 13:35 28, A& 5L Kanpur Central, Lucknow, Gonda Jn, & Bastl Stations
p4022 | Anand Vikar (1) 0d:10 | Patna 17-45 a4 Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central. Allahabad, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn. Buxar and &ra slations.
ad00 | Dathi 19:45 Muzaftampur 13:00 2A_ 38, Ghaztabad, Moradabad, Baredly, Lucknow, Gonda Jfn., Basfi, Gl:-l?_lh:hpur. Kaptangan Jn.. Padraima,

Jn SL & Gen Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jn.. Siwan Jn.. Chhapra, Sanpur Jn. & Hajlpur Jn, Stations
M038 | Delh 20:50 | Chhapra 1530 | 24, 34, SL & Gan Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Barellly, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar & Siwan Jn, Stations
04074 | Mew Delnl 15.30 | Varanasi 0700 SL & Gen. Maoradabad, Bareily, Lucknow and Sultanpur stalions
Dd0gs | Anand Vikar (T) 00:3n | Gava Jn 2230 | 34, SL & Gen Moradabad, Barailly, Lucknow, Sultampur Jn,. Varsnes, DOd Upadhyaya; Bhabus Road, Sasaram & Dehn On Son Siabons
MO078 | Mew Delh 14:585 | Patna Jn 0830 | 2A, 38 SL & Gen. | Kanpur Cenfral, Allshabad Jn, Dd Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Are & Danapur Stations
oacez [ anansviar(t) [ s [wommarn. [ 1245 | sLaGn, | Shumabod;riopur Moracabed. Borely Stapur Cant Gonde, Mankapur b Bes Soreknpu
04082 | Mew Dalhl| 09:20 | Jaymagsr 1156 gL & Gen Moradsbad, Bareilly, Locknow, Gonda, Basfl, Gorskhpe, Makatiagan Jn.. FawEdl 5 damarh, Darbhanga & Madubani Stations
028 | Mew Delh 09:20 | Patna 0330 Gan Ghamabad, Moradabad, Barellly, Lucknow, Sultangur, Varanasi, P Deendayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara-8 Danape Stalons

ast Bound Trains from Delhi area on 27.10.2019 (Sunday)

Zhaziabad, Maoradabad, Chandausi Jn, Silapur Canl, Gonda Jr. Bastl, Gorakhpur, Dedra Sadar, Siwan Jn,

i

32418 nsnf-..:ghilrar M} 2545 | Joghan 045:20 EE"'; é‘n"' Chhapra, Sonpur Jn, Hejipur Jn, Shahpor Patores, Baraweni Jn, Begu Sarai, Khagarig Jn., Maugachia

\ L Katihar Jn, Pumea, Arariyva Courl, Ararya & Forbesgan] Stations
4512 Shri Mata Valshno Davl a3a0 | v T 4805 28,34, Udhampur, Jammiu Tawi, Pathankot Cantt,, Jalendhar Cant., Ludhizna Jn,, Ambala Cant Jn., Panipat Jn,,

Katra {via Deli) - izt : SL & Gen Delhi. Ghazizhad. Moradabad, Barsilly, Lucknow & Sultanpur Jn. Stations
4044 | Anand Vikar (T} da:10 | Gaya Jn. 2020 | 2A, 3A, 5L & Gen, | Ghamabad, Kanpur Cenlral, Allahabad, Pi. Deen Dayval Upadhyaya Jn. Bhabus Road Sasaram ard Dehr On Son stafions,
a2408 | New Dalhl 10:585 | Saharss 11:30 | 2A, 3A 5L & Gen Kanpur Ceniral, Lucknow, Gonda, Basli, Gorakhpur, Ghhapra, Hajipur, Barauni, Khagara & 5 Bhakhiiyarpur Stalicns
4085 | Anand Yibar (T) 19:25 | Saharsa 20:00 388 5L Moradabad, Barellly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bastl, Gorakhpur, Dearla Sadar, Slwan, Chhapra, Hajipur, Barauni & Khagara

ist of East Bound Trains from Delhi area on 28.10.2019 (Monday)

H

List of East Bound Trains

, ' A B , 248 5 Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar, Sewan, Chhapra, Hajipur,
62410 | Deihi {Suvidha) 11:00 | Darbhanga 0e-30 A Muzzafapur & Samastipur stations
G420 | H. Nizamuddin 2050 | Lucknow 0630 148 288 348 Ghaziabad, Moradabad & Barellly Stations
] iy % : Moradabad, Barallly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bastl, Gorakhpur, Markatigan] Jn., Baetiiah, Bapudam Motihan,
04056. | hew Dalh 00:20 | Darbhanga £3:65 Gen. FMuzzaffarpur & Samastipur Statlons
B2404 | Mew Dalbi (Suvidha) | 14:55 | Patna Jn 08:30 el O BT Kanpur Contral, Allahabad Jn, P, Daandayal Upadhavaya, Buxar, Ara & Danapur slations
{ A, 3h 5L Kanpur Central, Allahabad Jn,, Pt Deendeyval Upadhayays, Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn, Bakhtivarpur Jn
D4090° | Anand Vihar (T} 12:45 | Bhagalpur 10 & Gan hdokameh Jn,, Kiul Jo,, Jamalpur Jn. & Sultangan) Stations
5102 | Delhi 15:058 | Chhapra 10:55 Gen Moradabad, Barelly, Lucknow, Falzabad, Shahgan|, Khorason Road, Azamgarh, Muhammadabad, Mau Jn & Balls
List of East Bound Trains from Delhi area on 29.10.2019 (Tuesday)
an, ah Ghamabad, Moradabad, Chandaus| Jn, Barelfly Canit, Sitapor Jn, Gonda Jn, Basl, Gorakhpur, Decria Sadar,
010 | Anand Vikar (T) 2345 | Jogbam 05:20 S &' Gan Sawan Jn, Chhapra, Sonpur Jn, Hajipur dn, Shahpur Patoree, Barauni Jn, Begu Sarai, Khagaria Jn., Naugachia,
Katihar Jr. Purnea Jn, Arariya Courl, Arariva & Forbésgan] Jn. Stations

4074 | Mew Dalhl 16530 | Varanasi 0700 SL & Gen Maradahad, Barsilly, Lucknow and Sultanpur staticns,
naaod | New Dalni 10:25 | Barinl 1800 A E;r;lruezﬁ:g.ﬁg;i;&illy. Lucknow, Gonda, Bast, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar. Sawan, Chhapra, Hajipur & Shahpur
HOTE | Mew Dalhi 14:55 | Patna-Jdn 0E:a30 | 24 34 5L & Gan, | Hanpur Central, Allahabad Jn, Od Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara & Danapur Sialions

; ; Karpur Central, Aflababad. Dd Upadhyaya dn, Buxar, Ara, Patna, Bakhivarpur Jn, Mokameh Jn, Begusaral,
04084 | Delh 22:40 | Pumea Court | 22:30 SL. Gen Hhagara, Mansi, 5 Bhakhliyarpur, Sgharsa, Daursm Madhepura & Banmankh Jn stafions

; . Ghazlabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Barellly, Sitapur Cantl, Ganda, Mankagur Jn, Basll, Gorakhpur,
04062 |*Anand ¥ihar (T} 1145 | Katihar Jn. 12435 SL& Gen, Siwan Jn, Chhapra (RL), Hajipur Jn, Barauni Jn (RL), Khagara Jn. & Naugachia stations
052 | Mew Delni 09:20 | Jaynagar 11:15 SL & Gen Moragabad, Barailly, Lucknow, Gonda. Bast Gomkhour, Nerkaliagan Jn.. Raxaul Siamarki, Dedhangs & Madhubani Halions
04062 | Mew Dalhi 10:55 | Darbhanga 10:30 2A AA&ESL Kanpur Central, Lucknow, Gonga, Buxar, Gorakhpur, Chhagra, Hagpur Jn, Muzaffanpur Jn & Samasbour Jn, Stations

. . ! . 3 34 Kanpur Ceniral, Allshabad, P1. DD Upadhvaya, Sasaram, Gaya, Kodarma, Gomokh, Adra Jn, Bankura, Higll

Han20: | Anatid ko (1) 1255 | Bhubaneswar | 1745 | o g Gen. | Balasore, Bhadrakh & Cuttack Stations
2412 | Anand Vihar (THSusidha) | 97530 | Allahabad 17:00 | 24 348 SLE Gen. | Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn, Kanpur Central & Fatehpur Stations
04038 | el 20:80 | Shhapra 15:30 | 24, 34 5L & Gen, | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur Jo., Gonda Jn., Bash, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar & Shwan Jn

' - Ghazabad, Kanpur Central, Allahabad Jn,Od Upadhyayva Jn. Buxar, Ara. Palliputra, Hajipur Jn, Muzaffarpur Jn,
04042 | Anand Vihar {T) 00:10 | Jaynagar 2345 A Samastipur Jn, Darbhanga Jn & Madhubani Stalions

; s . huzaffarpur Gheziatad, Moradabad, Bareifly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bastl, Khallabad, Gorakhpur, Kaptanganj,
i { o i

82402 | Dalhi {Suvidha, 1 J. 1K) 2 Padrauna; Tarmkuhl Road, Thawe, Siwan, Chhapra, Sonpur Jn & Haglpur Jn stations

from Delhi area on 30.10.2019 (Wednesday)

2414 | Mew Deli {Suvidha) | 00:20 | Darbhanga 23:45 5L Moredanad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonde, Bash, Gorakhpur, Narkatiagenj Jn, Raxual & Sitamarhi Stations
4422 | Anand Vihar (T) 21:05 | Lucknow 0630 14, 28 3A Ghariabad, Moradatad and Barsdlly Stadkons.
: hMuzafarpur . 20, 38 Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda Jn,, Bast, Gorakhpur, Keplangan) Jn.. Padrawma,
04030 | Dalhi 13:45 Jin 13:00 SL& Gen Tambuhi Road, Thawes In., Siwan Jn.. Chhapra, Sonpur Jn, & Hajipur Jn, Stations
; . oA 38 of Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Allahabad Jn, Dd Upadhyays In, Buxar, Ara. Patliputrs, Hajipur Jn
04034 |-AnandNikar () 00:10 | Jaynagar 23:45 B Gen, Muzaffarpur Jn, Samastipur Jn, Darblanga Jnv & Madhubani Stabions

List of East Bound Trains from Delthi area on 31.10.2019 (Thursday)

List of East Bound Trai

: ; A 34 Kanpur Central, Allahabad, Pt Deendayal Upadhayaya, Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patna, Bhakhivarpur,
L1 s i
ADE. | :enand Vinar (T} 18:35: | Bhagalpur = SL & Gen Makameh Jn., Kiul, Abhalpur, Jamalpur & Sultangan| Stations
B2404 | Mew Delhi {(Suvidha) | 14:55 | Patna Jn 0830 258345 Kanpur Cenfral, Allahabad Jn, Dd Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara & Danapur stalions
Anand Vihar (T} 24 A Ghaziabad, Maoradabad, Chandausi Jn. Silapur Canl, Gonda Jn, Bastl, Gorakhpur, Desra Sadar, Siwan Jn,
2418 n:h"ljwdha' ' 23:45 | Jogbani 05:20 Bl &' bl Chhapra, Sonpur Jn, Hajipur Jn, Shahpur Patores, Barauni Jn, Begu Saral, Khagaria Jri., Naugachia
! ok Katihar Jn, Pumea, Arariva Counl, Arariva & Forbesgan] Stations
- Moradabad, Barailly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bast, Gorakhpur, Deorna Sadar, Sewan, Chhapra, Hajipur,
I : .
g2410 | Delhi (Suvidha) 11:00 | Darbhanga 08:30 28 & 3A Miceatamin & Samuetlon shatioes
P ; - Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Markatigan] In., Betttah, Bapudam Motihari,
JA05S: | ‘e Deit 00:20- | Darbhangs e ey Muzzaffarpur & Samastipur Stations
04085 | Anand Vikar (T) 19:28 | Saharsa 2000 3A R SL Moradabad, Barailly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bast, Gorakhpur, Deora Sadar, Siwan, Chisora; Hajipur, Baraurs & Khagana Slabons
2412 | Anand Vikar (TySueidha) | 0780 | Allahabad 17:00 |24, 38, SL & Gen.| Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn, Kanpur Canlral & Fatehpur Statlens
Jarmmu Tz e = A 35 SLE Fathankot Cant, Jalandhar Cant. Ludhiana Jn, Ambala Cant dn, Panipat Jn, Dalthi, Ghaziabad,
04112 | via Dathiy 22:10 | Kanpur Contrall 18:55 S Aligarh Jn, Tundia Jn. Etawahk & Jhinjhak Stafions

ns from Delhi area on 01.11.2019 (Friday)

pdoas | Anand Vikar (T) 23-a5 | Gorakhpur 13:36 |24 348, EL & Gan | Kanpur Central, Lucknow, Gonda Jn. & Basti Stations
04074 | Mew Dalh 15:30 | Varanas o700 SL& Gen Maradabad, Bareilly, Lucknaw and Sultanpur staticns
04028 | Anand Vikar (T 00-30 | Gaya Jn 22-30 | 34, 5L & Gen Moradabad, Bareilly, Luckrnow, Sultanpgur Jn, Varanas), Dd Upadhyaya. Bhabua Road, Sasaram & Dehn On Son Stafions
, Maoradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda, Basfi, Gorekhpur, Deoria Sadar, Sewan. Chhapra, Hajipur, Shahpur
4414 | New Delhi 19:25 | Saharsa L5 s Patores, Baraunl, Begu Saral, Khagaria & 5. Bhakhllyarpur Stations
J g Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Barellly, Sitapur Cantl, Ganda, Mankapur Jn, Bastl, Gorakhpur, Siwan Jn,
04052 | Anand Vihar (T} 1145 | Katihar Jn 12:45 SL & Gen Chhapra [RL), Hajipur Jn, Barauni Jn (HL), Khagaria Jn. & Naugachia slations
4082 | Mew Dalhi 0a:20 | Jaynagar 1115 L & Gen, Moradabad, Barailly, Lucknow, Gonda, Bast Gorakhpur, Narkatiagan] Jn., Raxaul Sitamahi, Darbhanga & Medhubani Siations
: ) 28, 38, Fanpur Central, Aflakabad Jn. PL Deandayal Upadhayaya, Buxar, Ara, Palna Jn, Bakbtyarpur Jn.,
04000 | Anand Vihar (T} 12:45' | Bhagalpur 10:10 SL & Gan Mokamah Jn,, Kiul dn, Jamalpur Jn, & Suflangan Stations
E Cantt J Fandkot, Kot Kapura Jn, Bhatinda Jn, Mansa, Jakhal Jn, Jind Jn, Rohlak Jn, Shakurbast, Dalhi, Moradabad,
04920 ‘!'E'T:EIJ"'IF e 16:45 | Darbhanga 10 30 G Baredlly, Lucknow, Sultanpur, Varanasi, PL Deendaval Upadhayaya. Buxar, Ara. Danapur, Patlipulra.
\ia Lelhi) Hajipur Jn, Muzaffarpur Jn & Samasfipur Jn. Stalions
04078 | Maw Dalby 14:55 | Patna Jn 0R:30 |2A, 3A, 5L & Gen | Kanpur Cenfral, Allahabad Jn, Dd Upadhwaya Jn, Buxar, Ara & Danapur Slalions
B2408 | Mew Delhl 10:55 | Saharsa 11:30 | 24, 34 5L & Gan.| Kanpur Gentral, Lucknow, Gonda, Bastl, Gorakhpur, Chhapra, Happur, Barauni, Khagana & 5 Bhakhlnsarpur Stations

List of East Bound Trains from Delhi area on 02.11.2019 (Saturday)

pa0z2 | Anand Vikar (T) 00:10 | Patng 17:45 A, Ghaziabed, Kanpur Central. Allahabad. Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyava dn, Buxar and Ara stations,
04030 | Deh 1345 buzafiampur 1300 2h. 3, Ghazabad, Moradabad, Baroilly, Lucknaw, Gonda Jn., Bast, Gorakhpur, Kaptangan] Jn., Padrauna,
2t il 5L & Gen. Tamkuhi Road, Thawe JIn.. Siwan Jn.. Chhapra, Sonpur- Jdn, & Hajipur-Jn; Stations
(4038 | Celhl 20:50 | Chhapra 15:30 | 2A 34, 5L & Gen. | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Barelily, Sitapur Jn,, Gonda Jn., Bash, Gorakhpur, Dedria Sadar & Siwan Jn. Siations

During the Rail journey never

ir vith inflammadbil ;
' ackers, Petrol, Kerosene

ylinder etc -

Note:- For detail fiming of trains eic. passengers are requested to contact Railway Enguiry No, 139,
nearest Railway Station or visit Railway's website www.engquiry.indianrail gov.in.
Hassengers are requested to book their seats/barths Iin reserved class coaches well In advance

HORTHERN RATLWA

Northern Railway has planned and commenced running of Total 83 pairs of Special Trains (total 166 trains) including above trains during current festival period in co-ordination with
other zonal Railways marking 1069 trips in all. Northern Railway also has enhanced passenger carrying capacity of many trains augmenting with an addition of 40 extra coaches

marking 1118 trips in all. To cater to the enhanced demand, Northern Railway will also run additional special trains in keeping with operational flexibility and availahility of rolling stock.
More Number of unreserved special trains would be started from Anand Vihar {T), Delhi Jn. & New Delhi on short notice keeping in view the real time demand.

28 - ITier AL
34 - 3Tier AL
Sl - Sleepar & Gen - General

Follow us on - o a ﬁ

* 1A - First AC

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH ASMILE
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Tender Notice No.—ET-—30/0&MC-1V/
DTPS/EMD-II/DTPS/2019-20, “Rewinding
of three phase LT squirrel cage Induction
motor (0.26KW TO 200KW) of Unit 8&9
and BOP Area of 2x250 M.W., Harduaganj
D' Thermal Power Station, Kasimpur
(Aligarh) for the period of One Year"
Estimated Cost Rs. 3,00,000.00, Earnest
Money Rs. 6,000.00 Cost of Tender
document Rs. 300.00 +54.00 (GST) = Rs.
354.00 Opening date of tender are as
below:-Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in:
27.11.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs.. Due date of
depositing Tender Cost & Earnest Money
in the HTPS account through RTGS/B.G.
up-to maximum on dated: 27.11.2019 up
to 14:00 Hrs. due date of submission of
hard copy of all the requisite documents in
the office of undersigned maximum on
dated: 28.11.2019, Tender opening date.
Part-A: 28.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE :-
(1) The details for submission of bids will
be available on e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. 18:00 Hrs.
dated:- 23.10.2019. (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
CIRCLE-Il, 'D'TPS, KASIMPUR 2- E-
Tender Nofice No. ET-17/BMD-1/DTPS/
O&MC-11/19-20, “Overhauling work of coal
pipe of Unit # 8 'D' TPS" for a period of one
year" under BMD-I 'D' TPS, Harduagan;j
Thermal Power Station" Estimated Cost
Rs. 3,87,000.00, Earnest Money Rs.
7,800.00, Cost of Tender document Rs.
500.00 + 90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00
Opening date of tender are as below:- Due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 26.11.2019 upto
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS (in the
HTPS account)/B.G.: 26.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of submission of hard
copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned: 28.11.2019 up to
14.00 Hrs., Tender Opening Date: Part-|
28.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. Note: (1) The
details for submission of bids are available
w.e.f. 21.10.2019 at 17:00 Hrs. in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
nust also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity. 3- E-
Tender Notice No. ET-18/BMD-I/ DTPS/
O&MC-II/19-20, "Deputation of
supervisory services personnel (Ex-BHEL)
for supervision during overhauling work of
Boiler Pressure Part, HP/LP valves
including Safety Valves, APH & ESP
during overhauling of Unit # 8, 2x250MW,
HTPS (Extn), Aligarh" for a period of one
year” under BMD-I 'D' TPS, Hardurganj
Thermal Power Station" Estimated Cost
Rs. 6,15,000.00, Earnest Money Rs.
12,300.00, Cost of Tender document Rs.
500.00 +90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00
Opening date of tender are as below:- Due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 26.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS (in the
HTPS account)/B.G.: 26.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of submission of hard
copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned: 28.11.2019 up to
14.00 Hrs.. Tender Opening Date: Part-|
28.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. Note: (1) The
details for submission of bids are available
w.e.f. 21.10.2019 at 17:00 Hrs. in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity. 4. E-
Tender Notice No. ET-19/BMD-I/DTPS/
O&MC-I1/19-20, "Overhauling work of
HP/LP valves and safety valves of Unit # 8
'D' TPS, Kasimpur" for a period of one
year" under BMD-I 'D' TPS, Harduagan;j
Thermal Power Station" Estimated Cost
Rs. 3,29,000.00, Earnest Money Rs.
6,600.00, Cost of Tender document Rs.
500.00 +90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00
Opening date of tender are as below: Due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 26.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS (in the
HTPS account)/ B.G.: 26.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of submission of hard
copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned: 28.11.2019 up to
14.00 Hrs., Tender Opening Date: Part-I
28.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. Note: (1) The
details for submission of bids are available
w.e.f. 21.10.2019 at 17:00 Hrs, in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity.
Superintending Engineer. Operation &
Maintenance Circle-IV. Hdj. D'T. P. S.,
Kasimpur. 5- Tender No. ET-25/0&MC-IV/
DTPS/EMD-III/C TPS/2019-20, NAME OF
WORK: "Erection of 11 KV HT Line. 0.4 KV
LT Over head Line & construction of 11/0.4
KV new sub-station for feeding temporary
power supply for type-IV (Block-B)
quarters & type-lll(Block-B) quarters in
new constructed tower buildings of new
colony, HTPS, Kasimpur, Aligarh." Time
Period: 61 Days. Estimated cost: Rs.
4,12,046.00 (Rs. Four Lac Twelve
Thousand Forty Six only), Earnest Money:
Rs. 8241.00, Cost of tender document: Rs.
500.00 + Rs. 90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00,
Date Extended: Date of opening Part-I

time for submission of e-bid 13.11.2019 up
to 14:00 Hrs. Last date and time for
submission of Hard Copy 13.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs 6- Tender No.: ET-20/O&MC-
IV/DTPS/EMD-I/DTPS/2019-20, Name of
Work: “Overhauling of 6.6 KV Motors,
HT/LT Transformers, IP/SP Bus-Ducts,
220kV Switchyard Bays and other
Electrical Systems of Unit # 8, DTPS
HTPP, Kasimpur, Aligarh," During
Overhauling of Unit No. 8, Estimated Cost:
Rs. 7.98 Lac, Earnest Money: Rs.
16,000.00 only, Tender Cost: Rs. 1,180.00,
Extended Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in:
11.11.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs., Extended Due
date of Submission of Hard Copy of all the
requisite documents with Tender Cost &
Earnest Money, in the office of
Undersigned: 14.11.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs.
Tender shall be opened on Extended Date
Part-1: 14.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs, and Part
II: shall be intimated later. NOTE: (1) The
details for submission of bids are available
in the bid document uploaded on the e-
procurement website: http://etender.up.
nic.in (2) The bidders are required to be
registered  with  U.P.  Electronics
Corporation, Ashok Marg, Lucknow by
depositing requisite fees for participation in
the e-Tendering. The bidder must also be
registered with their Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding system,
after that the bidder can participate in bid
submission activityy, SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, OPERATION & MAINTE-
NANCE CIRCLE-I, HTPS, KASIMPUR
(ALCIGARH) 7- E-Tender Noiice No.. ET-
O1/0&MC-I/AHD 'C' TPS/ HTPS/ 2019-
2020, Tender Work: Round the Clock
Operation & Preventive Maintenance of
Ash Slurry Pumps, their sealing pumps,
Sump Pumps, HP&LP flush pumps of Ash
Handling System of Unit No. 7(120MW) for
a period of One year, Estimated Cost: Rs.
8,27,820.00, Earnest Money: Rs.
16,600.00, Cost of Tender document: Rs.
500.00 + 90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00
Opening date of tender are now as below:-
“‘Due date of submission of e Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender. up.nic.in:
23.11.2019 up to 13.00 hrs, Due date of
submission of hard copy of all the requisite
documents with tender dost & earnesi
money in the office of undersigned:
25.11.2019 up to 13.00 hrs, Tender shall
be opened on date, Part-1 27.11.2019 at
16:00 hrs, and Part-ll: Shall be decided
later. Note: 1- The details for submission
bids are available in the bid document
uploaded on the e procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in 2- The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity. 3- All
documents must be uploaded on
website: http://etender.up.nic.in
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Tender Notice No. ET-01/BMD-I/DTPS/O&
MC-I1/19-20, “Performance optimization of
boiler through clean air flow test, dirty air
flow test of coal pipes & ISO kinetic
sampling of coal in Unit # 8 & 9, 2x250
MW, HTPS, Kasimpur" for a period of one
year" under BMD-| 'D' TPS, Harduagan;
Thermal Power Station" Estimated Cost
Rs. 15,50,000.00, Earnest Money Rs.
31,000,00, Cost of Tender document Rs.
1000.00 +180.00 (GST) = Rs. 1180.00
Extended date of tender are as below: Due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procuremeni website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 06.11.2019 upto
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depasiting Tender
Cost through RTGS in the HTPS account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS in the
HTPS Account)/B.G.: 06.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of submission of hard
copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned: 08.11.2019 up to
14.00 Hrs., Tender Opening Date: Part-I
08.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. Note: (1) The
details for subrnission of bids are available
w.e.f. 01.06.2019 at 17:00 Hrs. in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
ELECTRICITY CIVIL MAINTENANCE
CIRLCE, HTPS, Kasimpur 9- Short term
E-Tender No0.26/ECMC/ECMD-I/HTPS/
2019-20, Name of work: Cleaning of house
drains and disposal of malwa etc. in new
colony at Harduaganj Thermal Power
Station, UPRVUNL Kasimpur Aligarh
UTTAR PRADESH Estimated cost Rs.
05.71 Lac, Earnest money Rs, 12,000.00.
Tender cost Rs.550.00+100.00 GST
(Present Rate is 18%) = Rs.650.00, Last
date and time for submission of e-bid
(http://etender.up.nic.in) 14.11.2019 upto
14.00 Hrs., Opening date/time (Part-1)
15.11.2019 at 16.00 Hrs, or later. TIME OF
COMPLETEION 12 MONTH 10- Short
term E-Tender No.27/ECMC/ECMD-
I/HTPS/2019-20, Name of work: Cleaning
sweeping of project hospital, V.P. Kanya

Inter College and Bal Vidhyalaya
Montessori School in New colony at
Harduaganj Thermal Power Station,

UPRVUNL Kasimpur Aligarh .UTTAR
PRADESH . Estimated cost Rs. 06.93 Lac,
Earnest money Rs. 14,000.00, Tender cost
Rs.700.00+126.00 GST (Present Rate is
18%) = Rs.826.00, Last date and time for
submission of e-bid (http://etender.up.
nic.in) 14.11.2019 upto 14.00 Hrs,,
Opening date/time (Part-l) 15.11.2019 at
16.00 Hrs. or later. TIME OF
COMPLETEION 12 MONTH 11. E-Tender
No.28/ECMC/ECMD-I/HTPS/2019-20,
Name of work: White washing and painting
etc. in residential buildings of new colony
at Harduaganj Thermal Power Station,
UPRVUNL Kasimpur Aligarh .UTTAR
PRADESH . Estimated cost Rs. 26.45 Lac,
Earnest money Rs. 53,000.00, Tender cost
Rs.2600.00+468.00 GST (Present Rate is
18%) = Rs.3068.00, Last date and time for
submission of e-bid (http://etender.up.
nic.in) 28.11.2019 upto 14.00 Hrs,,
Opening date/time (Part-1) 29.11.2019 at
16.00 Hrs. or later. TIME OF
COMPLETEION 12 MONTH
Superintending Engineer, MMC,
Harduaganj 'D' TPS, Kasimpur (Aligarh)
12- E-Tender No.: ET-79/MMC/EPD/
DTPS/2019, Name of Supply: Supply of
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running maintenance of Ash Handling
Plant, DTPS, Kasimpur. Estimated cost:
Rs. 4,40,000.00 Earnest money: Rs.
8800.00, Tender cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00
(GST), e-Bid online submission extended
End Date : 13.11.2019. Tender shall be
opened on extended date : 15.11.2019
(Part-l) & 18.11.2019 (Part-1l) Eligibility
Conditions: Only reputed Manufacturers /
their Authorized Dealer/experienced
suppliers can participate in this tender. 13-
E-Tender No. : ET-87/MMC/EPD/DTPS/
2019, Name of Supply: Supply of
Ultrasonic Thickness Gauge(D-meter) for
O&M of 'D' TPS, Kasimpur.. Estimated
cost: Rs. 40000.00, Earnest money: Rs.
1000.00, Tender cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00
(GST), e-Bid online submission extended
End Date: 13.11.2019. Tender shall be
opened on extended date : 15.11.2019
(Part-) & 18.11.2019 (Part-1l) Eligibility
Conditions: Only reputed Manufacturers/
their Authorized Dealer/experienced
suppliers can participate in this tender. 14.
E- Tender No. : ET-91/MMC/EPD/DTPS/
2019, Name of Supply: Supply of Oil for
FD/PA Fans for Overhauling of Unit No. 8
& 9 of 'D' TPS, Kasimpur. Estimated cost:
Rs. 39000.00, Earnest money: Rs. 800.00,
Tender cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-
Bid online submission extended End Date:
13.11.2019 Tender shall be opened on
extended date : 15.11.2019 (Part-l) &
18.11.2019'(Part 1) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers/their
Authorized Dealer/experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 15. E- Tender
No. : ET-92/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019, Name
of Supply: Supply of Limit switch for
Overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9 of 'D' TPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs. 912392.00,
Earnest money: Rs. 18000.00, Tender
cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid
online subraission extended End Date :
13.11.2019. Tender shall be opened on
extended date: 15.11.2019 (Part-l) &
18.11.2019 (Part-Il). Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers/their
Authorized Dealer/ experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 16- E-Tender
No.: ET-101/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019,
Name of Supply: Supply of Insulators of
HVR transformer for Overhauling of Unit
No. 9 of 'D' TPS, Kasimpur. Estimated
cost: Rs. 405600.00. Earnest money: Rs.
8000.00. Tender cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00
(GST). e-Bid online submission extended
End Date : 13.11.2019. Tender shall be
opened on date: 15.11.2019 (Part-l) &
18.11.2019 (Part-ll) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers/their
Authorized Dealer can participate in this
tender. 17- E-Tender No.: ET-106/MMC/
EPD/DTPS/2019, Name of Supply: Supply
of Seamless Steel Tube, Distance Piece,
Union connection, couplings and Flexible
Hoses for ID/FD/PA fans for overhauling of
Unit No. 8 & 9, HTPS, Kasimpur.
Estimated cost: Rs. 108000.00 Earnest
money: Rs. 2200.00, Tender cost: Rs.
500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid online
submission  extended End Date:
12.11.2019.Tender shall be opened on
extended date: 14.11.2019 (Part-l) &
16.11.2019 (Part-1l) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers / their
Authorized Dealer/experienced suppliers
can participate in this tulislar. 18- E-Tender
No.: ET-107/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019,
Name of Supply: Supply of Transmiters for
overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9, HTPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs.
14,16,275.00 Earnest money: Rs.
28000.00, Tender cost: Rs. 1000.00 +
180.00 (GST), e-Bid online submission
extended End Date: 13.11.2019. Tender
shall be opened on date : 15.11.2019
(Part-l) & 18.11.2019 (Parl-Il). Eligibility
Conditions: Only reputed Manufacturers /
their Authorized Dealer can participate in
this tender. 19- E- Tender No. : ET-112/
MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019, Name of Supply:
Supply of Industrial Air Conditioner for 19-
O&M & O/H of Unit No. 8 of ‘D’ TPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs. 7,90,000.00
Earnest money: Rs. 15000.00, Tender
cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid
online subinission extended End Date :
13.11.2019. Tender shall be opened on
extended date : 15.11.2019 (Part-l) &
18.11.2019 (Part-Il).Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers / their
Authorized Dealer/experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 20- E- Tender
No. : ET-113/MMC/EPD/ DTPS/2019,
Name of Supply: Supply of Pneumatic
Actuators for O/H of Unit No. 8 of ‘D’ TPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs. 91140.00
Earnest money: Rs. 1800.00, Tender cost:
Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid online
submission extended End Date

13.11.2019. Tender shall be opened on
extended date : 15.11.2019 (Part-l) &
18.11.2019 (Part-11), Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers / their
Authorized Dealer/ experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 21- E- Tender
No. : ET-120/MMC/EPD/DTPS/ 2019,
Supply of M.S. Water Pipes & hydrant line

installed in Unit No. 8 & 9, HTPS
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs.
21,16,000.00 Earnest money: Rs.

42300.00, Tender cost: Rs. 1000.00 +
180.00 (GST), e-Bid online submission
extended End Date : 13.11.2019, Tender
shall be opened on date : 15.11.2019
(Part-I) & 18.11.2019 (Part-Il), Eligibility
Conditions: Only reputed Manufacturers/
their Authorized Dealer/experienced
suppliers can participate in this tender.
Superintending Engineer, Operation &
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Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity. 23-
Tender No. ET-23/0&MC-IV/EMD-I/Hd,].
'C'T.P.S./2019-20, “Electrical Maintenance
Works in 220/132KV Switchyards,” as per
scope of work, for the period of one year”
Esitmated Cost Rs. 7,43,833.00 Earnest
Money: Rs. 14,900.00 Cost of tender
document: Rs.700.00 + Rs. 126.00 (GST)
= Rs. 826.00 Opening date of tender are
as below:- Now Extended due date of
Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 11.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs.. Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS Account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS (in the
HTPS Account) BG up to dated:
11.11.2019 up to 14.00 Hrs. extended due
date of submission of hard copy of all the
requisite documents in the office of
undersigned maximum on; 13.11.2019 up
to 14.00 hrs. Tender opening extended
date, Part-A: 13.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs.
NOTE: (1) The details for submission of
bids will be available on e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in  w.e.f.
18:05 Hrs. dated: - 11.09.2019. (2) The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity. 24-
Tender No. ET-24/0&MC-1V/EMD-I/Hd,.
‘C'T.P.S./2019-20, “Testing of ICT-IT, ICT-
2T, 9T, 10T, R-l, R-2 at Harduaganj TPS,
Kasimpur,” as per scope of work, for the
period of one year” Estimated Cost Rs. 3,
60,000.00 Eamest Money: Rs. 7,200.00
Cost of tender document: Rs. 400.00 + Rs.
72.00 (GST) = Rs. 472.00 Opening date of
tender are as below:- Now Extended due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 11.11.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS Account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS (in the
HTPS Account)/ BG up to dated:
11.11.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs. extended due
date of submission of hard copy of all the
requisite documents in the office of
undersigned maximum on dated:
13.11.2019 up to 14.00 hrs. Tender
opening date, Part--I: 13.11.2019 at 16:00
Hrs. NOTE: (1) The details for submission
of bids will be available on e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in  w.e.f.
18:00 Hrs, dated: - 11.09.2019.(2) The
bidders are required to be registered wiih
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity.
Superintending Engineer, ECCC,
Kasimpur. 25- Short lerm E-tender No.
06/ECCC/ECCD-II/ST/1X660MW/HTPS/
2019-20, Name of work “Construction of
RCC main drains at HTPP, Kasimpur
(Aligarh)”, Estimated Cost Rs.
95,33,439.00 (GST Extra), Earnest Money
Rs. 1,91,000.00, Tender Cost Rs. 5000.00
+ 900.00 (18% GST) Rs. 5900.00. Last
date and time for submission of e-bid on
extended date 30.10.2019 up to 02:00
Hrs. E-bid opening on extended date/ time
(Part-1) 31.10.2019 at 04:00 Hrs of later.
Time of completion 06 month.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE CIRCLE-
IV, ‘D’TPS, KASIMPUR 26- E-Tender
Notice No. ET- 21/0&MC-1V/ DTPS/EMD-
[I/DT.P.S./2019-20, “Routine/ Preventative
maintenance & up keeping of 03 Nos. of
650 KVA DG Sets & Two Nos. of 220V DC
battery banks and battery chargers of Unit
8,9 & Two Nos, of 110V DC battery banks
and battery chargers Raw water MCC
2x250 MW, Harduaganj ‘D’ Thermal Power
Station, Kasimpur (Aligarh) for the period
of One Year" Estimated Cost Rs.
5,08,445.00, Earnest Money Rs.
10,169.00 Cost of Tender document Rs.
500.00 +90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00
Opening date of tender are as below:-
Extended due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website  http://etender.up.  nic.in

13.11.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs., Extended
due date of depositing Tender Cost &
Earnest Money in the HTPS account
through RTGS/B.G. up-to maximum on
dated: 13.11.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs.
Extended - due date of submission of hard
copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned maximum on dated:
13.11.2019 up to 14.00 hrs. Tender
opening  Extended  date, Part-A:
15.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE :- The
details for submission of bids will be
available on e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in Tender ID No.
2019_RVUNL_380119_1 w.e.f. 18:00 Hrs.
dated 13.09.2019. (1) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering.(2) The
bidder must also be registered with their
Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) in the
e-bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Maintenance Circle-IV. Hdj. “D”T.P.S.,

CIRCLE-ll, D’TPS, KASIMPUR 27- E-

Kasimpur. 22- E-Tender No.ET-31/0&

MC-1V/D/TPS/EMD-I11/C/TPS/2019-20,

Name of work: of “Miscellaneous work of
HT/LT motors & cleaning of MCC and
6.6KV Switchgear in ‘CT.P.S., H.T.P.S,,
Kasimpur” as per scope of work”, for the
period of one year, Estimated cost Rs.
2,98,819.00, Earnest Money Rs.5,976.00,
Tender cost Rs. 300.00+54.00 GST
(Present Rate is 18.00% ) = Rs. 354.00.
Opening date of tender are as below:- Due
date of submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 26.11.2019 upto
14.00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTSG (in the HTPS Account)
& Earnest Money through RTGS ( in the
HTPS  Account)/BG upto  dated:
26.11.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
submission of Hard Copy of all the
requisite documents in the office of
undersigned maximum on dated:
27.11.2019 up to 14.00 Hrs., Tender
opening date 27.11.2019 at 16.00 Hrs.
NOTE:- (1)The details for submission of
bids will be available on e-procurement
website:htt:// etender.up.nic.in  w.e.f.
18.00. Hrs, dated 23.10.2019. (2)The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder

Tender Notice No. ET-06/TMD /DTPS/ O&
MC-I11/19-20, “Supply & application of
spray insulations on Turbine cylinders,
ESVs & CVs, IVs & CVs, and thermal
insulation of steam lines, feed water lines,
LPHs. HPHs. Valves and NRVs etc. during
capital overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9, and
O&M of Unit No. 8 & 9, TMD, DTPS,
Kasimpur, Aligarh” for a period of one
year” under TMD, ‘D’ TPS, Harduagan;
Thermal Power Station” Estimated Cost
Rs. 20,18,000.00, Earnest Money Rs.
40,360.00, Cost of Tender document Rs.
1000.00 +180.00 (GST) = Rs. 1180.00
Extended date of tender are as below:-
Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in:
04.11.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
depositing Tender Cost through RTGS (in
the HTPS account) & Earnest Money
through RTGS (in the HTPS
account)/B.G.: 04.11.2019 up to 14:00
Hrs., Due date of submission of hard copy
of all the requisite documents in the office
of undersigned: 06.11.2019 up to 14.00
Hrs., Tender Opening Date: Part-I
06.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. Note: (1)The
details for submission of bids are available
w.e.f. 21.08.2019 at 17:00 Hrs, in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The
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U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees fol
participation in the e-tendering. The biddel
must also be registered with their Digita
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE CIRCLE-
Tender Notice NO. ET-05
BMD/CTPS/O&MC-11/19-20, “Work of
Insulation and Refractory in different areas
(Boiler furnace Ist & lind pass, Pipes
Bends, Valves, Ducts etc) of Boiler, Milling
& Fan system of Unit-7 -htps-kasimpur
aligarh for a period of one year”’ Estimated
Cost Rs. 4,04,864.00, Earnest Money Rs
8,100.00, Cost of Tender document Rs
500.00 +900.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00
Opening date of tender are as below:{
“Due date of submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in ig
27/11/2019 up to 14.00 hrs, due date of
submission of hard copy of all the requisitg
documents with tender cost & earnest
money, in the office of undersigned
29/11/2019, Part-1 of the Tender shall bsg
opened on date- 29/11/2019 at 16:00 hrs.’
Note: (1) The details for submission of bids
are available w.e.f dt-23/10/2019 at 09:00
Hrs. in the bid document uploaded on theg
e-procurement website: http://etender.up
nic.in (2)The bidders are required to be
registered  with  U.P. Electronics
Corporation, Ashok Marg, Lucknow by
depositing requisite fees for participation ir
the e-tendering. The bidder must also bsg
registered with their Digital Signaturg
Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding system
after that the bidder can participate in bid
submission activity. Superintending
Engineer, MMC, HTPS, Kasimpun
(Aligarh) 29. Tender No. & Name oOf
Division: ET-109/MMC/EPD/CTPS/ HTPS
2019. Name of Supply: “consumables &
fasteners for I1.D. /F.D./ P.A. fans, ash
handling systems,cooling tower, ACW &
SACW and coupling bolt for seal air fan fo
OH U # 8&9, HTPS, Kasimpur." Estimated
cost: Rs. 618854.00 Only. Earnest money
Rs. 9000.00. Tender cost: Rs. 590.00
Extended Last Date of submission of e-
bid: 08.11.2019. Tender shall be opened
on Extended date: 11.11.2019 (Part-I
13.11.2019(Part-Il).E-Tender 1D: 2019
RVUNL_374720_1 Eligibility Conditions
Only Manufacturer / Authorized Dealer

Regular experienced Supplier can
participate in this tender
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

'OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Tender Notice No. ET-09/BMD-II/DTPS
O&MC-II/19-20, Name of Work:-Round theg
clock Routine, Preventive and Breakdown
maintenance works of Bowl Mills (XRP-
903) and Gravimetric Raw Coal Feeders
Round the clock operation of mill reject
system and its compressors through PLG
room(Auto) Manually from site and
routine/preventive/break-down
maintenance of pneumatic coal mill reject
handling system & compressor with ail
receiver tank and air pipe lines etc. along-
with the house-keeping of reject system
and nearby area (like Reject hoppers
Gear Box, Mill motor coupling etc.) of Unif
# 8 & 9, HTPS, Kasimpur, Aligarh for 3
period of one year. Estimated Cost: Rs
43,91,122.00, Earnest Money: Rs
87,822.00, Tender Cost: Rs.1,180.00 Dug
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in: 27.11.2019 up-tq
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tendef
Cost & Earnest Money in the HTPS
account through RTGS up-to maximum on
dated: 27.11.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs. dug
date of submission of hard copy of all thg
requisite documents in the office of
undersigned maximum on dated

29.11.2019 Tender opening date, Part-A
29.11.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The
details for submission of bids will bg
available on e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. 17:00 Hrs
dated:- 22.10.2019. (2) The bidders arg
required to be registered with U.P
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees fof
participation in the e-Tendering. The biddel
must also be registered with their Digita
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e
bidding system, after that the bidder can
participate in bid submission activity
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (HQ)
HTPS, Kasimpur 31. E-Tender No. 03
SE(HQ) /S&ETD/HTPS/2019-20, Name of
work:  Work of Annual running
maintenance of light & heavy
Departmental vehicles on the contractors
workshop for a period of one year
Estimated cost Rs. 4.90 Lac, Earnesd
money Rs. 9,800.00, Tender cost Rs
590.00 (including 18% GST), Time of
Completion: 01 Year. Extended dates of
opening of tender are below;- E-bid Stari
date and time for submission of
15.11.2019 upto 14.00 Hrs., Last date and
time for submission of Hard copy of
requisite documents in the office
16.11.2019, at 14:00 Hours.E-bid Openind
date/time (Part-l) 16.11.2019 at 16.00 Hrs
or later. ONLY DOWNLOADED COPY OR
TENDER FROM NIGAM'S WEB SITH
http://etender.up.nic.in will be accepted
Note: - For further details please log on ouf
web site i.e. http://etender.up.nic.in. Sd/;
Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
(Harduaganj TPS, Kasimpur(Aligarh)
U.P.R.V.U.N.L. E-Tender Notice E{
Tenders are invited for the followingd
supply/works items in two parts. Part-

shall contain Tender Cost/Earnest money
and other necessary documents as pel
pre-qualifying conditions and Part -l wil
contain price bid as per bill of quantity.
Tender specification may be downloaded
from the website (http:// etender.up.nic.in
and other specification details can be seer)
on Nigam website www.uprvunl.org. Theg
contactors have to submit the hard copy
before the schedule date/time in thg
concern office in sealed envelopdg
containing details of the tender mentioned
on the envelope. Tenders are advised tg
send their hard copy directly to thg
concerned tendering authority of theg
Circles/ Division. Who reserve the right tg
reject any or all the tenders withouf
assigning any reason thereof. “Save
Electricity Enhance Nationa
Productivity” Sd/- Superintending
Engineer (H.Q.), Harduaganj Therma
Power Station, Kasimpur (Aligarh). 9=
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NGT orders closure
of Bhopal’s only
slaughterhouse

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 23

THE CENTRAL bench of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has ordered the imme-
diate closure of Bhopal’s only
slaughterhouse saying it was
the only way to ensure com-
pliance of its previous orders
to shift the facility outside
Bhopal Municipal
Corporation limits.

Municipal Commissioner
Vijay Dutta said the order was
received on Wednesday and
he has written to the district
collector and the state govern-
ment for compliance. Another
senior officer said the govern-
ment is likely to challenge the
NGT orderin the high court be-
cause “it's not possible to com-
ply with the order of immedi-
ate closure.”

A Bhopal resident had
moved the tribunal in 2014
seeking relocation of the
slaughterhouse, in Jinsi local-
ity, arguing that it was pollut-
ing a nearby water body. The
NGT had ordered the shifting
of the slaughterhouse in
2015. Since then, the matter
has been stuck due to admin-
istrative and political reasons.
The latest objection came
from former chief minister
Digvijaya Singh who objected
to the site of the new slaugh-
terhouse - Aadampur
Chhawani - on the grounds
that it would hurt religious
sentiments of devotees who
visitafamous temple nearby.

Singh’s son and state ur-
ban development minister
Jaivardhan Singh had re-
sponded to the objection and
announced that the slaugh-
terhouse will not be built at
the site.

Initslatest order, the tribu-
nal noted that it had given suf-
ficient time to the state for
searchingan alternate site and
extended the date of closure
first to June 2016. It then ex-

tended the deadline to March
31, 2018 in another hearing
and had also ordered the state
government to deposit a
penalty of one crore. In a sub-
sequent hearing, the tribunal
passed another order seeking
Rs two crore in performance
guarantee and a penalty of Rs
10,000 for each day’s delay in
shifting the facility. By June
2019, the recurring penalty
reached Rs45.70 lakh.

When constructiondid not
start by July 18,2019, the tribu-
nal granted time till December
31, 2019 and sought a per-
formance guarantee of Rs five
crore and continued the daily
fine, dismissing the municipal
corporation’s plea for exemp-
tion.

Issuing the closure orders,
the tribunal noted, “On every
date of hearing, submissions
with different reasons are be-
ing made and the fact remains
that since 2015, the slaughter-
houseis operating at the same
place in Bhopal. The respon-
dents are not bothered to ex-
pedite the work of the new
slaughterhouse,” Itadded that
in its opinion, immediately
closure was the only option to
ensure compliance of its pre-
vious orders.

It directed the Bhopal SSP
to assist the district adminis-
tration to effect a closure.
While posting the matter to
November 7, it also asked the
Bhopal district magistrate to
submit a personal affidavit at
least three days in advance.

Congress  councillor
Mohammed Sagar, who had
led an agitation against pro-
posed closure, said thou-
sands of people will suffer by
the move because the
slaughterhouse is a source of
livelihood for meat traders as
well as those who sell goats
and buffaloes. He claimed
that authorities locked the

slaughterhouse on
Wednesday itself but the po-
lice denied doing so.

Will study Centre’s
move on Kalasa Banduri
project, says Goa CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PANAJI,OCTOBER 23

GOA CHIEF Minister Pramod
Sawant on Wednesday sought
time for spelling out his gov-
ernment’s stand on the
Centre’s decision to accord en-
vironmental clearance to
Kalasa Banduri project,aimed
at providing drinking water to
three districtsin Karnataka by
diverting water from the
Mahadayi river in Goa.

Sawant said he would first
study the matter.

“Iwill study the matter be-
fore offeringa comment. Iwill
go through the matter.lamnot
sure what has happened,”
Sawant told reporters.

Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC)
Prakash  Javadekar on
Wednesday took to Twitter to
announce grant of the green
clearance for the project.

“On the follow up of my
cabinet colleague
@]JoshiPralhad (Union Mines
Minister), Kalasa Banduri
drinking water project in
Karnataka has been granted
environmental approval,” he
tweeted.

The projectisaimed at pro-
viding drinking water to the

VVIP CHOPPER SCAM

three important districts of
north Karnataka Belagavi,
Gadagand Dharwad, which go
parched in summer due to
acute water scarcity.

The projectinvolves divert-
ing water from Mahadayiriver,
the lifeline of Goa, into the
Malaprabhariver.

Former deputy chief min-
ister Vijai Sardesai said the
move will “kill” the Mahadayi
river. “Shocked and Outraged.
This is no drinking water proj-
ect. Thisis ‘Kill Mahadayi River’
project. A plan we, as a party
and as partners in govern-
ment, fought tooth and nail,”
he tweeted.

“The diversion of water
from Mahadayiis inexcusable,
unjustified and an affronttoall
goemkars,” Sardesai tweeted.

On August 14 last year, the
Mhadei Water Disputes
Tribunal (MWDT) had allotted
13.42 TMC water (including
3.9 TMC water for diversion
into the depleted Malaprabha
river basin) from the
Mahadayi river basin to
Karnataka.

The tribunal was hearing a
dispute between Goa,
Karnataka and Maharashtra
for nearly two decades over
sharing of water of the river. It
allotted 1.33 TMC water to
Maharashtra.

HC to hear bail pleas of Christian
Michel in CBI, ED cases today

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Courtis scheduled to hearon
Thursday the bail pleas of
Christian Michel James, anal-
leged middleman, in the cor-
ruption and money launder-
ing cases filed by the CBI and
ED in connection with the
AgustaWestland VVIP chop-

per scam.
Michel, who is in judicial
custody since January 5 this
year and has been denied re-
lief in both matters by the
trial court, moved the high
court against the lower

court's decision.
PTI

Uttarakhand Transport Corporation

4-Tender Opening date { Techmical bid)-

the bidder can download the documents from above wabsila, The tander
can be submitted along with the cost of tender in the farm af DD n favour
of Managing Directar Uitarakhand Transport Corporation Dehradun

F=

d H.Q. UW.C.F. Sadan, Deapnagar Road, Vishnuvihar Ajabpurkalan, Dehradun
Mo T610H.Q.! Tech E-Tendar /Elactric bus2014
E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tenders are invited, from well reputed manufaciurersJoint Venturea for
the operabon and maintenance of fully buill pure elactric buses on Gross
Cost Contract basis under FAME-I| scheme as per following schedules:-

1- Last date of downloading tender form-
2- Last Drate for Online submission of tender form- 0211 2019 Up to 14,00 Hrs.

Date: 23102019

02112019 Upto 13.00Hre

03112019 &1 15.00 Hrs

General Manager (Tech),
E=mail-utc.gmtechi@gmail.com

epaperﬁ.ne'ss. com
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how it happened, why it matters

0ZONE HOLE SIZE, OVER THE YEARS
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Average area of ozone hole, in million sq km, for the period between
September 7 and October 13. No data for the 1995 season. Source: NASA
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DURING SEPTEMBER and October, the
ozone hole over the Antarctic has
been the smallest observed since
1982, NASA and US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) scientists have reported. The
annual ozone hole reached its peak
extent of 16. 4 million sq km on
September 8, then shrank to less than
10 million sq km for the remainder of
September and October, satellite
measurements show. NASA has de-
scribed it as great news for the
Southern Hemisphere.

WHAT IS OZONE HOLE: Ozone,
made up of three oxygen atoms, occurs
naturally insmall amounts. Roughly 10
kmto40 kmup in the atmosphere (the
layer called the stratosphere), the
ozone layer is a sunscreen, shielding
Earth from harmful ultraviolet radia-
tion. On the other hand, close to the
surface, ozone created as a byproduct

of pollution can trigger health prob-

lems such as asthma and bronchitis.
Manufactured chemicals deplete
the ozone layer. Each spring over
Antarctica (itis now spring there), at-
mospheric ozone is destroyed by
chemical processes. This creates the
ozone hole, which occurs because of
special meteorological and chemical

conditions that exist in that region.
WHY IT’S SMALL THIS YEAR:
There have been abnormal weather
patterns in the atmosphere over
Antarctica. In warmer temperatures
like this year, fewer polar stratospheric
clouds form and they don’t persist as
long, limiting the ozone-depletion
process. While it is good news, NASA
has cautioned it isimportant to recog-
nise that what we are seeing this year
is not a sign that atmospheric ozone
is suddenly on a fast track to recovery.
Source: NOAA

- THIS WORD MEANS
AYE-AYE

A strange little primate, which has revealed a new
secret: a ‘pseudo-thumb’ to do what its fingers can’t

IN THE island of Madagascar there lives
an unusual little animal. Now, the world’s
weirdest little primate has just got even
weirder, the North Carolina State
University has announced.

Called the aye-aye, itis a primate that
is unlike most other primates. A type of
omnivorous and nocturnal lemur, the
aye-aye has a tail longer than its body, in-
cisors that are constantly growing, a third
eyelid that moistens the eye and protects
it from debris when the aye-aye gnaws
on wood, females that produce ova
throughout their lifetime — and strange
hands. The aye-aye has highly specialised
fingers, including elongated middle fin-
gers, with which they locate and fish out
insect larvae. “Their fingers have evolved
to be extremely specialised — so spe-
cialised, in fact, that they aren’t much help
when it comes to moving through trees,”
researcher Adam Hartstone-Rose said in
a statement released by the North
Carolina State University. In these already
strange hands, researchers have now dis-
covered a sixth digit — a “pseudo-
thumb”. Among other mammals, the gi-
ant panda has a similar sixth digit.

In the aye-aye, researchers believe

that the pseudo-thumb might have de-
veloped to compensate for the highly
specialised fingers, helping it grip better
since the pseudo-thumbs are able to
move in space and exert an amount of
force equivalent to half its body weight.
The pseudo-thumb has a bone, a carti-
laginous extension and three distinct
muscles that give it movement in three
directions.

“It's amazing that it's been there the
whole time, in this strangest of all pri-
mates, but no one has noticed it until
now,” Hartstone-Rose said. The research
is published in the American Journal of
Physical Anthropology.
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ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 23

ON THURSDAY, Jammu & Kashmir, as well
as Ladakh, will witness their first elections
since August 5, when the state of Jammu &
Kashmir lost its special status and was bi-
furcated into two Union Territories. The elec-
tions to 310 posts of Block Development
Council (BDC) chairperson are being held
amid a continued shutdown in the Valley,
with three of the major parties out of the fray
and their top leadership under detention.

What are these elections?

Block chairpersons are elected at the
second tier of the Panchayati Raj system,
between the election of panches and
sarpanches by the people, and of the elec-
tion of chairpersons of the District Planning
and Development Boards. In a state that has
had only four panchayat elections so far

B‘F:Hprer..nelss. com

(1978,2001,2011,2018), block chairpersons’
elections are being held for the first time.
Under the Jammu and Kashmir Panchayati
Raj Act, it is the panches and sarpanches,
elected at the first tier, who subsequently
vote for the BDCs in their respective blocks.
The elections are being held for 310 of the
316 blocks in J&K and Ladakh.

What is unusual about the elections?

Apart from being the first ever BDC chair-
person elections in Jammu and Kashmir,
they are being held in unique circumstances.
These are the first elections since the August
5 move, and are being held in the backdrop
of the detention of Kashmir’s entire main-
stream leadership, including that of three
former chief ministers (Farooq Abdullah,
Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti)and a
sitting MP. For that reason, their parties —
the National Conference and the People’s
Democratic Party — have boycotted the elec-
tions. So has the Congress.
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SIMPLY PUT

Reading Cabinet’s decisions

What is the government trying to achieve by its Wednesday decisions on the telecom, farm and
petroleum sectors? What is the context of the announcements, and how should they be understood?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ON WEDNESDAY, the Union Cabinet an-
nounced some key economic policy deci-
sions. The first was a merger and revival
package for two loss-making public sector
telecom firms — Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd
(BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd
(MTNL). The second was an increase in
Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for rabi
crops. The third was liberalising the regime
for marketing petrol and diesel.

MTNL-BSNL merger

CONTEXT: It has been argued for some
time now that the government should move
out of the telecom sector because its firms —
BSNL and MTNL — have been steadily losing
ground to the private sector, and making
heavy losses in the process. In the last four
years, MTNL and BSNL revenues have fallen
by 30% and 40% respectively. In the last finan-
cial year (2018-19), the two companies re-
ported annual losses of Rs 14,000 crore and
Rs 3,388 crore respectively. Cumulative
losses are much higher. These losses are es-
sentially a burden on taxpayers.

The companies’ large staff strengths
(BSNL has round 1.7 lakh employees) have
made them all the more unviable in the face
of losses. So, the government has decided to
merge the two firms and introduce a volun-
tary retirement scheme (VRS) for employees
above 50 years of age. The VRS is expected to
cost over Rs 17,000 crore.

The government has also decided toraise
funds by monetising the existing assets of
BSNL and MTNL, and expects to raise Rs
38,000 crore by this route. The merged en-
tity will float bonds (that is, sell bonds and
get money in return) that will have the gov-
ernment’s guarantee — Rs 15,000 crore is ex-
pected by this route.

The fresh money will be used to reduce the
debts of the merged entity,and get it 4G spec-
trum so that it can compete with players in
the rest of the sector on a better footing,

ANALYSIS: The move to treat BSNL and
MTNL as strategic assets and the bid to re-
vive them should be seen in the context of
the ongoing distress in the telecom sector
where the bulk of the private players — such
as Tata Teleservices, RCom, Aircel, Telenor
and Videocon — have shut shop in recent
years. In essence, there are now just three
companies — all private — that survive. But
over the past few years, these too, have seen
their revenues plummet sharply while their
debts have risen into lakhs of crores.

Whether the merged entity will be able to
better take on the reduced and weaker com-
petition, thanks to the government’s back-

Ministers Ravi Shankar Prasad, Prakash Javadekar and Hardeep S Puri at the press conference in Delhi Wednesday. Anil Sharma

ing, or whether it will struggle to take off in
atime that s challenging for even more effi-
cient private companies, will depend largely
on how it is managed hereon.

Increase in rabi MSP

CONTEXT: One of the key successes of
the Narendra Modi government since it came
to power in 2014 has been its ability to control
the general inflation rate that had reached
double-digit highs at the end of 2013. While
several factors were responsible for this de-
cline — such as the collapse of crude oil prices
in2014 and 2015 — the policy decision taken
by the government to not increase Minimum
Support Prices by alarge amount in any year,
was quite significant. MSPs are one of the
most important determinants of cropping
patterns and overall production in India, as
they signal the benchmark for farm prices
across several commodities.

The latest increase is of Rs 85 per quintal
for wheat, which is the main rabi crop, taking
the MSP to Rs 1,925 per quintal. This is
roughly in line (in fact, a little lower) with an-
nual MSP increases in wheat since 2014
(when it was Rs 1,450 per quintal).

ANALYSIS: Seen from the consumer’s
point of view, a modest increase in MSPs
would be a welcome sign. That is because,
according to the latest data, retail food infla-
tion in September jumped from 3% to 4.7%.

Since food items account for over 54% of re-
tail inflation, the headline inflation too shot
up to a 14-month high. So, modest MSP in-
creases suggest that food prices will perhaps
not rise too high.

However, the farmer’s point of view is
very different. Modest increases have been
blamed for the stagnation in farm wages and
anoverall decline in rural demand. The most
recent criticism on this count came from
2019 Economics Nobel winner Abhijit
Banerjee, who pointed to low MSPs as area-
son for depressed rural demand.

Should the government have increased
the MSPs by a bigger quantum to boost ru-
ral incomes and demand is an open question
— especially because doing so would entail
the risk of heightened inflationary pressures,
which can then force the RBI to reverse the
cycle of cutting interest rates.

Liberalising fuel retail

CONTEXT: Theretail sale of transportation
fuels such asdiesel and petrol is almost entirely
dominated by public sector oil marketing com-
panies such as Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
(IOCL), Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL),and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL). There are some private players as well
— Reliance, Essar and Shell — but as of May
2019, fewer than 7,000 of the 64,703 retail out-
lets in the country belonged to them.

The government has now decided to lib-
eralise this regime by tweaking the “guide-
lines for granting authorisation to market
transportation fuels”, something that has not
been done since 2002. In essence, the new
rules lower the entry barriers for private (in-
cluding foreign) players to enter the market
for fuel retailing. For instance, new entrants
will require a minimum net worth of just Rs
250 crore as against the current requirement
of Rs 2,000 crore. Non-oil companies too, can
invest now. This “major reform” will give a
fillip to the “Ease of Doing Business”, the gov-
ernment says.

ANALYSIS: For an economy like India,
whichis trying to grow fast and create more
jobs, a move that lowers entry barriers
should be welcome. The increased presence
of the private sector, including foreign com-
panies, is likely to boost job creation and im-
prove consumer satisfaction with more re-
tail outlets, better technology use, and more
competition.

An interesting aspect of the new norms
is that besides conventional fuels, the autho-
rised entities will be required to install facil-
ities for marketing at least one new-genera-
tion alternative fuel such as CNG, LNG,
biofuels, electric charging, etc., within three
years of operationalising their retail outlets —
anod to concerns over the harm done to the
environment by conventional fuels.

Trends project extreme El Nifio more often

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE ELNINO is a widely discussed phenom-
enon, particularly in India where it can im-
pact the southwest monsoon. In fact, E1 Nifio
events cause serious shifts in weather pat-
terns across the globe. While EI Nifio is a nat-
urally occurring phenomenon, a key ques-
tion that scientists frequently ask is: In a
continuously warming planet, how will cli-
mate change affect the creation of strong El
Nifio events?

In a new study, researchers have found
that because of climate change, extreme El
Nifio events are likely to become more fre-
quent. The study was done by a team of inter-
national climate researchers led by Bin Wang
of the University of Hawaii at Manoa
International Pacific Research Center (IPRC).

It has been published in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science.

What El Niifio means

El Nifio is a climate phenomenon that
takes place over the equatorial Pacific. It is
one phase of an alternating cycle known as El
Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO). When
there is a warming of the sea surface tem-
perature in the eastern and central equatorial
Pacific Ocean, it is known as El Nifio. When
the opposite cooling phase takes place, it is
known as La Nifia.

ENSO can cause extreme weather events
in many regions of the world, and therefore
has very important implications for seasonal
climate predictions, including the monsoon
in India. While El Nifio causes warmer tem-
peratures over the equatorial Pacific, these
are known to suppress monsoon rainfall.

Panches and sarpanches photographed in Srinagar last week. Shuaib Masoodi

With the leadership of all parties barring
the BJP behind bars, questions have been
raised over the credibility of the process in
the Valley. Chief Electoral Officer Shailendra

Kumar, however, said: “Parties can’t claim
that since we are boycotting elections or we
are not participating directly, therefore these
elections are going to be sham. It is not the

When La Nifia happens, it has been found to
be helpful in bringing good rainfall.

The new study

The researchers examined details of 33 El
Nifio events from 1901 to 2017. For each event,
they evaluated the onset location of the
warming, its evolution and its ultimate
strength. Based on such parameters, the team
identified four types of EINifio, each with dis-
tinct onset and strengthening patterns.

They found a shift in El Nifio behaviour
since the late 1970s. All events beginning in
the eastern Pacific occurred prior to that
time, while all events originating in the west-
ern-central Pacific happened since then. The
researchers suggested, therefore, that cli-
mate change effects have shifted the EI Nifio
onset location from the eastern Pacific to the
western Pacific, and caused more frequent
extreme El Nifio events.

correct kind of argument.”

Who are in the fray?

The State Election Commission said
1,092 candidates are in the fray for the 310
posts. Among them, 853 are independent
candidates and 218 are of the BJP, together
making up 1,071. Twenty-seven of the can-
didates have been elected unopposed, leav-
ing 1,065 candidates for the remaining seats.

Any panch or sarpanch can stand for the
post of BDC chairman. In a first, the govern-
ment has reserved 33% seats for women.

Who are the voters?

The strength of the electorate is 26,628
panches and sarpanches. These are from
among the 23,376 panches and 3,847
sarpanches who were elected in undivided
Jammu and Kashmir in November-
December last year.

Those panchayat elections, held over nine
phases, had a very poor response. Within

What the findings imply

The team focused on the factors that
seemed to be controlling these shifts, includ-
ing increased surface temperatures in the
western Pacific warm pool, and easterly
winds in the central Pacific. They found that
with continued global warming, those fac-
tors may lead to a continued increase in fre-
quency in extreme El Nifio events.

“Simulations with global climate models
suggest that if the observed background
changes continue under future anthro-
pogenic forcing, more frequent extreme El
Nifio events will induce profound socioeco-
nomic consequences,” Wang said in a state-
ment released by his university.

The classification system in this study pro-
vides a tool for climate modelling of El Nifio
and La Nina. The university said the team plans
to explore further how this work may helpim-
prove predictions of future EI Nifio events.

What makes today’s J&K block elections unique, who are in the fray

Kashmir, a huge number of seats remain va-
cant —11,264 of 18,833 panch seats (61 per
cent) and 1,311 of 2,375 sarpanch seats (34
per cent). Of the 7,596 panches in Kashmir,
more than half were elected unopposed.

The State Election Commission said only
1% of the seats in Ladakh division and 2% in
Jammu are vacant. Chief Electoral Officer
Kumar said the vacant positions will be
filled within one year, and if needed the BDC
elections for those seats will be conducted
separately.

What after the BDC elections?

The government’s thrust will be on es-
tablishing the third tier of District Planning
and Development Boards. The Board of a dis-
trict will comprise all BDC chairpersons, ur-
ban local body chairpersons or presidents,
the local MLA and the MP. District Planning
Board members and the chairperson would
oversee all developmental activities taking
place in their area.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SHADOW IN THE MIRROR

Questions about the lockdown in Kashmir raised at
home, and abroad, need to be addressed, not managed

N WEDNESDAY, THE world’s largest democracy was put under a lens by
the world’s oldest democracy, and India did not come out looking good. At
a US congressional hearing on “Human Rights in South Asia”, the discus-
sion was mainly on the situation in Kashmir. That India figured in such a
hearing is embarrassing in itself. The focus was not so much on the validity of the central
government’s decision to revoke Jammu & Kashmir’s special status, as on the manner in
whichit has been done. Congresswomen and men asked the questions and raised the con-
cerns that many, including Kashmiris, have done in India — over the prolonged detention
of politicians, businessmen and others, the cutting off of phone lines and blocking of ac-
cess to the internet in the Valley. Over the nearly three months that these restrictions have
been in place, India’s justification has been that such steps were necessary to secure the
Valley from “Pakistan sponsored” terrorism. The members on the panel were apprecia-
tive of India’s concern, and acknowledged Pakistan’s reputation on this front, but were still
unconvinced that these required the draconian measures implemented in the Valley.

The Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, who represented the Trump
Administration at the hearing, was factual in her efforts to present an unbiased picture
of India’s actions and the ground situation, but was constrained to say “a humanitarian
crisis” was unfolding in the Valley. She underlined that Delhi had not allowed US diplo-
mats to visit Kashmir. But the government has not allowed even Indian politicians to visit
the Valley. There is an electoral exercise underway in the state for local government even
as every known politician of the Valley is under house arrest. It is hardly reassuring that
there is an impression that politicians can be released if they sign “good behaviour” bonds.
This is enormously problematic, as is the Centre’s apparent permission to the BJP to carry
out political activity in the state while denying it to all other players.

There have been suggestions that the US hearing was the result of failed “media man-
agement”, or, to quote the External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar, the “English-speaking lib-
eral media” did not present a fair picture. The truth is, media spin will not be enough to
make the questions go away. If the government believes its August 5 decisions were correct,
it must be able to convince the people of the Valley without locking them up. This it must
do not because some politicians in the US are asking questions, but in India’s own interests.

PUT AWAY THE STICK

Assam’s insistence on two-child norm for government jobs is a
poor stand-in for investments in health, education, nutrition

NTUESDAY, THE Assam government announced that people with more than

two children will not be eligible for government jobs from January 2021.

Assam will become the fourth state after Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and

Rajasthan to have a two-child norm in place for government jobs. At least
five other states follow this norm for candidates seeking elections to local bodies such as
panchayats, municipal corporations and zila parishads. The Assam government’s decision
comes two months after Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged the issue of population
control in his Independence Day speech. The conversation in the wake of the PM'’s speech
has drawn attention to the limitations of the two-child norm. There is now compelling ev-
idence that measures such as debarring people from holding government office amount to
penalising weaker sections of the population, including women, whose reproductive choices
are often subject to a variety of constraints. It is unfortunate, therefore, that the Assam gov-
ernment has chosen to ignore the discriminatory nature of the two-child policy.

Almost all surveys indicate that India’s population growth rate has slowed substan-
tially in the last decade. According to the latest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4),
at 2.2, India’s total fertility rate (TFR) is very close to the desired replacement level of 2.1.
In fact, the NFHS-4 data confirms what population experts, gender rights activists and
social scientists have maintained over the years: Women'’s education has a direct bear-
ing on fertility rates. The decadal survey shows that women who have never been to
school are likely to bear more than three children while the fertility rate of those who
have completed 12 years of schooling is 1.7.

In spite of the fall in TFR, India’s population has continued to grow because nearly 50
per cent of the people are in the age group of 15-49. This means that the absolute popu-
lation will continue to rise even though couples have less children. There is substantial lit-
erature to show that a further slowing down of the momentum will require raising the
age of marriage, delaying the first pregnancy and ensuring spacing between births. In
this context, the NFHS-4 figures on contraception point to a major shortfall: The unmet
need for contraception is 13 per cent — over 30 million women of reproductive age are
not able to access contraception. Dealing with the country’s demographic peculiarity will
require investments in health, education, nutrition and employment avenues. The right
to seek a government job or contest elections are citizens’ rights. State governments will
do well to rethink throttling such rights to enforce population control.

JUSTIN 2.0

Trudeau wins a second term as Canada’s PM. But he isn’t quite
the liberal poster boy he was four years ago

OUR YEARS AGO, Justin Trudeau won Canada’s general election with his own

version of the promise of “achhe din”. And for the first half of his first term, it

seemed that the Liberal prime minister was indeed delivering on “sunny days”,

including for the besieged liberals far beyond Canadian shores. Trudeau wel-
comed refugees fleeing West Asia even as much of the West turned xenophobic, he re-
newed Canada’s commitment to fighting climate change, celebrated diversity and immi-
grants, all the while wearing quirky ties and socks, to make sure everybody knows he’s
just another woke guy at the neighbourhood artisanal coffee shop. This week’s election
result has confirmed that Trudeau will have another term in office. But Justin 2.0 is start-
ing out with just a little less shine.

Two scandals in as many years have cast a shadow over “sunny days”. Photographs of
Trudeau sporting “blackface” — painting himself to play Aladdin in an Arabian Nights-
themed costume party and as US singer and civil rights activist Harry Belafonte — tar-
nished the prime minister’s claim of being sensitive to issues of race and minority repre-
sentation. And earlier this year, his cabinet was rocked by the SNC-Lavalin scandal:
Canada’s Attorney General Jody Wilson-Raybould accused Trudeau of pressuring her to
cut adeal while prosecuting the engineering and infrastructure company on corruption.
Wilson-Raybould resigned, as did another member of the cabinet due to Trudeau’s alleged
behaviour. The scandals may have had political consequences: The Liberal Party lost 20
seats and did not get a majority of the vote-share. It will now form a minority govern-
ment, likely with the support of the New Democratic Party led by Jagmeet Singh.

Trudeau has suffered, perhaps, because of the high standards he set for himself. After
all, the two scandals that cost him so much political capital would barely be a weekend’s
worth of tweets for his counterpart — President Donald Trump — in the US. Perhaps
hypocrisy is indeed the “homage vice pays to virtue”. Even so, Trudeau didn’t have to

prove the adage true.
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WORDLY WISE
FREEDOM MEANS THE SUPREMACY OF HUMAN

RIGHTS EVERYWHERE.
— FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

The power to impeach

Trump White House’s attempt to paint impeachment

motion as ‘unconstitutional’ goes against the law

UPENDRA BAXI

THE DECISION BY the United States Congress
to commence impeachment proceedings
against the incumbent president is fraught
with distinctively American and global im-
plications. The early responses of the presi-
dent suggest that it is only a political act by
the speaker and the Democratic party with
the 2020 presidential elections looming
large. Is the decision to impeach a president
a political rather than a constitutional deci-
sion? In a letter of October 8, the White
House counsel, Pat Cipollone, writes to the
speaker and other officials, that the proce-
dure thus far adopted is “unconstitutional”
and a “dangerous path” aiming at overturn-
ing the “results of the 2016 election and de-
prive the American people of the president
that they have freely chosen”.

But the very case cited as an authority —
Hastings v US (1992) — says otherwise:
“Impeachments are not political in nature.
To impeach an Article III Judge, the judge
must be brought up on real charges, that is,
High Crimes and Misdemeanours, and re-
ceive a real trial before the full Senate as
clearly required by the Constitution. Nothing
less will do if this nation is to maintain anin-
dependent judiciary”. That case spoke
mainly about the impeachment of federal
justices, and only addressed the senate pro-
ceedings for the removal.

The court did lay emphasis on fair proce-
dure but only in the context that applied to
senate trials. It held thatimpeachments “take
place not when government is operating as
it should but rather when government has
gone hideously awry, when it is seriously al-
leged that a high and trusted public official
lacks the respect for law and ethics necessary
to hold an office of public trust”. But it ex-
pressly disavowed any intention of “depriving
the House or the Senate of one iota of their
exclusive constitutional powers to impeach”
in holding that Judge Alcee Hastings was en-
titled to a full trial by the senate.

Propaganda trumps law here when the
White House counsel calls the impeachment
motionitself “unconstitutional”. The consti-
tution does not provide any timetable; and
the incumbent is always free to combat this

If the White House counsel’s
ultimate argument is to be
adopted, any attempt to
impeach the president would
be an unconstitutional
deprivation of an electoral
outcome favouring the
incumbent. Article IT of the
US Constitution will be a
dead letter as far as the US
President is concerned. In
deciding the charges of
impeachment, the House
decides the procedure and to
challenge it now on fairness
grounds will be itself
unconstitutional. One hopes
that saner counsel will
prevail and desperate
attempts at intimidation of
the speaker and other
officials with multifarious
legal proceedings will cease.

atapolitical level. But no one has the unilat-
eral power to annul a constitutional provi-
sion. The sole power to impeach a president
(and other civil officers of the United States)
rests with the House and the senate when it
finds that the president,among other federal
officers, has committed treason, bribery, or
other high crimes and misdemeanours.

And so far, decisions to impeach and con-
vict and remove from office are regarded as
notreviewable by any court. Indeed, this high
power has been very sparingly exercised:
Only 15 impeachments (12 addressed judges,
one a senator, one a secretary of war) have oc-
curred, and only one president (Andrew
Johnson)wasimpeached and he too escaped
conviction by one vote in the senate. President
Richard Nixon chose to resign rather than face
the Watergate impeachment.

If the White House counsel’s ultimate ar-
gument is to be adopted, any attempt to im-
peach the president would be an unconstitu-
tional deprivation of an electoral outcome
favouring the incumbent. Article Il of the US
Constitution will be a dead letter as far as the
US President is concerned. In deciding the
charges of impeachment, the House decides
the procedure and to challenge it now on
fairness grounds will be itself unconstitu-
tional. One hopes that saner counsel will pre-
vail and desperate attempts at intimidation
of the speaker and other officials with mul-
tifarious legal proceedings will cease.

If President Trump stands successfully im-
peached, the question of presidential pardon
may arise. In such a situation, self-pardoning
is not likely to be upheld as legal nor consti-
tutional. However, we need to recall that in
1973 the Office of Legal Counsel memoran-
dum stated that while “no one may be ajudge
in his own case”, the 25th Amendment pro-
vided thatif the president was temporally un-
able to perform the duties of his office the vice
president as acting president could include
the power to pardon the president. Whether
the president should resign or resume the of-
fice would then be at his discretion.

The successor may exercise pardon
power as did President Ford who pardoned
Richard Nixon for “any crimes he has com-

mitted or may have committed or taken part
in during the period from January 20, 1969
through August 9, 1974”. And Chief Justice
Wiarren Berger has ruled that the power to
pardon “flows from the Constitution alone,
not from any legislative enactments, and that
it cannot be modified, abridged, or dimin-
ished by the Congress”. Most commentators
endorse this proposition; but insert the
caveat that clemency is only to be exercised
for federal offences leaving individual states
the freedom to prosecute for other offences.

Since President Trump is an admirer of
Indian democracy, he may find it interesting
to learn that the Indian Supreme Court has
interpreted the rule of law as entailing that
public powers ought never to be deployed
for private ends and that this has now be-
come the cornerstone of Indian constitution-
alism and legisprudence.

He may also benefit from the Gandhian
doctrine counselling that all public power
constitutes public trust, which has now
found full recognition in environmental and
constitutional jurisprudence. President
Trump may be surprised, happily one hopes,
to learn how issues of hyper-partisanship
are not held pertinent to Indian constitu-
tionalism. The recent UK Supreme Court de-
cision setting aside the royal prerogative to
prorogue the House of Commons also re-
minds us of the judicial wisdom. It is high
time to avoid the Cold War politics of “po-
litical brinkmanship”. Such styles of gover-
nance are least conducive to world peace
and security.

America still claims the leadership of the
“free” world and enjoys, even when deeply
flawed, global hegemony as a solitary super-
power. President Trump ought to realise the
global responsibilities of an American
President and seek to preserve, without any
gratuitous overseas advice, a bicentennial
constitutionalism and the American presi-
dency. He ought to safeguard the proud her-
itage of a constitutional democratic tradition.

The writer is professor of law, University of
Warwick,and former vice chancellor of
Universities of South Gujarat and Delhi
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THE Law ISN'T ENOUGH

Legislation against mob lynching must be accompanied by effective policing

M P NATHANAEL

THE GLARING ABSENCE of figures relating to
incidents of lynching in the recently released
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data-
base on the pretext that the data received
from the states were “unreliable” hints at a
deliberate attempt to keep the figures under
wraps. Figures available from various other
sources indicate thatin 63 incidents, 28 per-
sons were killed between 2010 and 2017, of
which 24 were Muslims. There have been
266 cases of lynching since 2014 and this
continues to show an upward trend, casting
an adverse impression about the role of the
police in arresting such trends.

On June 17 night, Tabrez Ansari, 24, along
with two others was on his way to his home
in Saraikela from Jamshedpur when they
were waylaid by goons of village Dhatkidih
on suspicion of being thieves. While the two
friends escaped, Ansari was tied to a pole and
brutally beaten by a mob for several hours.
When the police arrived, they took him to a
police station and then shifted him to a hos-
pital. After a perfunctory medical examina-
tion, the doctor declared him fit. Four days
later, Tabrez died due to brain haemorrhage.
Had the police acted promptly on receiving
information from the village chief, his life
could have been saved.

Exactly a year before the incident at
Saraikela, Qasim Qureshi and Samiuddin
were brutally attacked in Hapur, resulting in
the death of the former and serious injuries
to the latter. A few police personnel are also
suspected to have been part of the lynch

Among other
recommendations, the Uttar
Pradesh State Law
Commission has stressed
the need to take stringent
action against officials for
dereliction of their duties.
The district magistrate and
police officers can be
imprisoned for a term

extending upto three years
with a fine upto Rs 5000.

mob. While the ugly manner in which the
policemen dragged the two victims of lynch
mob to the vehicle drew apologies from sen-
ior police officials, the manner in which they
were treated reflects their abhorrence for the
victims. To add to the woes of the surviving
victim, an attempt was initially made to close
the matter as anincident of road rage. No ef-
fort was made to preserve evidence to make
a strong case against the culprits.

Though there can be no denying that the
police has played a partisan role in most in-
cidents of lynching, there have been cases
where policemen acted promptly and pre-
vented incidents of lynching. The derring-do
displayed by sub-inspector Gagandeep Singh
of Uttarakhand Police in saving a Muslim
youth from an irate mob near Garjiya Devi
temple in Ramnagar on May 22 last year is
one such example.

The Supreme Court has directed the
Centre and all states to frame stringent laws
against lynching. While Manipur passed an
anti-lynching law last November, Rajasthan
and West Bengal have passed such legisla-
tion more recently. West Bengal’s law is strin-
gent, punishing with death those held guilty
of lynching victims to death. But these will
be futile unless they are strictly enforced on
the ground. Political patronage to fundamen-
talist elements will deter the policemen from
doing their duty.

Among other recommendations, the
Uttar Pradesh State Law Commission has
stressed the need to take stringent action

against officials for dereliction of their du-
ties. The district magistrate and police offi-
cers can be imprisoned for a term extending
upto three years with a fine upto Rs 5000.

Apart from monitoring fake news and ar-
resting those who originate and forward
news that could trigger mob violence or
communal unrest, the police has to spread
itsintelligence dragnet to such an extent that
any plan to upset the law and order machin-
ery is reported to the control room within
minutes. Districts that are communally sen-
sitive ought to have additional armed and
well-equipped companies to rush to any spot
within minutes to handle frenzied mobs.

Prompt investigations into incidents of
mob lynching followed by arrests and trial
by fast track courts could go a long way in
curbing such incidents. It is likely that every
effort will be made to influence the victims
and witnesses to either withdraw the case
or to give statements that would weaken the
prosecution’s case. The responsibility will,
therefore, devolve on the police to protect
the witnesses and the victims. In the inter-
est of the victims and the witnesses, lynching
must be made a non-bailable offence.
Policemen who watch as mute spectators
should also be tried in the same manner as
the culprits. Senior police officers also need
to be taken to task if found guilty of derelic-
tion of duty.

The writer retired as
inspector general of police, CRPF
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LABOUR UNREST

THE PLANNING COMMISSION has voiced
concern over the deteriorating labour situa-
tion in the country and has said that labour
unrestis largely responsible for the slumpin
industrial output. It has attributed the short-
fall in thermal power generation and the
stagnation in coal production to this factor.
The commission also fears a decline in em-
ployment generation in the current financial
year. The annual plan’s target, it reckons,
would be difficult to achieve in view of the
drought in several parts of the country.

PD ORDINANCE
IN PURSUANCE OF the preventive detention

ordinance against hoarders and blackmar-
keteers, the central government has issued
guidelines to the states to ensure uniformity
of action and effective implementation.
Although some state governments have
agreed to implement the ordinance, none of
them has so far set up advisory boards as re-
quired under it. The Centre has issued the
necessary guidelines and told the states that
the ordinance is intended to supplement the
other legal provisions for securing the avail-
ability of essential commodities at proper
prices to people.

MISUSE OF POWER
ALLEGING GROSS ABUSE of government ma-

chinery for electoral ends by the caretaker
prime minister, the Janata Party sought im-
mediate intervention of the Election
Commission. A senior party leader and for-
mer information minister, L K Advani, wrote
to the chief election commissioner alleging
that PM Charan Singh used an air force plane
for his two-day visit to Andhra Pradesh to
promote the Lok Dal’s election prospects.
Singh had also taken a press party with him
— an officer of the Press Information Bureau
accompanied him. “This official had thus be-
come a Lok Dal functionary,” Advani said. He
quoted the Shah commission’s remarks de-
crying misuse of IAF aircraft on the eve of
Emergency by Indira Gandhi.
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Icon on the island

As SriLanka prepares for presidential polls, its Election Commission is the winner

Y OURAISHI

ON NOVEMBER 16, Sri Lanka goes to the polls
to electits new president. I was privileged to
be a part of a pre-election assessment mis-
sion mounted jointly by the Republican Party
and the Democratic Party of the United
States, through their independent institutes,
the International Republican Institute (IRI)
and National Democratic Institute (NDI).

SLhas a population of 22 million of whom
16 million are registered voters. They will vote
at 12,845 polling stations. Counting will be
done at 1,500 counting centres. The president
has to get a clear majority (50 per cent plus
one vote). There is a preferential voting sys-
tem where every voter can express second
and third preference, which most voters rarely
do.If no one gets 50 per cent in the first place,
the second and third preference votes have to
be counted. There is no run-off election. After
all three counts, the candidate with the high-
est vote wins.

Every stakeholder we questioned
vouched for the integrity of the Commission
which became a constitutional body only in
2018, and expressed full faith in its ability to
conduct a free, fair and credible election. In
fact, since the 2015 election, the chief elec-
tion commissioner, Mahinda Deshapriya, has
been no less than a national icon.

The participation of youth was a common
concern. There are nearly 3,00,000 first-time
voters and the general opinion was that there
would be a sense of apathy in them. The rea-
sons given were their disillusionment with
the performance of the government and lack
of issues of their interest. The absence of cam-
paign finance regulation was also mentioned
by almost every stakeholder. The enormous
abuse of money power was a common con-
cern. Some people even mentioned foreign
money playing arole.

We had aninteresting conversation with
the former president, Mahinda Rajapaksa,
where he complained of being a victim of the
opposition. He had complete faith in the elec-
tion commission despite accusing it of de-
laying the provincial elections “under pres-
sure of the government”. He made an
interesting disclosure: One of the three com-
missioners often goes against the majority,
and even goes to the court sometimes.

Referring to the Easter terror attack, he said
that the government had detailed information
from the government of India “including the
names and telephone numbers”, but the con-
cerned agencies did not act on it. He made it
clear that it was an act of some Muslim ex-
tremists but that it cannot be attributed to
Islam. When asked whether he expects any
foreign interference, he replied with a wink
that “hope it won’t happen again”. It may be
recalled that in 2015, he had publicly attrib-
uted his defeat to Indian intelligence agencies.

We also met the prime minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who complained of low
voter interest, attributing it to the disenchant-
ment with the political leaders and unful-
filled promises: This was surprising to hear
from an incumbent PM, and reflects bitter
dissensions within the ruling coalition. He
also observed that the youth were not enthu-
siastic as they see “no big issue”. Further, he
mentioned a large base of “floating voters”
who can play a decisive role. He made an in-
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teresting observation that in 2015, the then
President Rajapaksa had everything “includ-
ing sun and the moon”, yet he lost because of
these voters. According to him, “it is certain
that no one will get 50 per cent votes (lead-
ing to the counting of second and third pref-
erence votes)”. Significantly, he also men-
tioned the possible role of foreign money.

He admitted that India had given very
specific intelligence about the Easter terror
attack and lamented that “we didn’t follow
up”. He expressed concerns that Muslims are
being vilified but didn’t anticipate much vi-
olence during the polls. Another important
ruling political leader (not a Muslim), how-
ever, said that terror is being used as a
weapon to harass a community, whichis fac-
ing many human rights violations.

Women seem to have a very insignificant
presence in the electoral scene. This is despite
the fact that Sri Lanka gave the world the first
elected woman president. Although women
dominate the education scene with 74 per
cent of the students being female (20 per cent
faculty), and with 25 per cent reservation at
the provincial level, at the national level, the
political role for women is seen confined to
women from political families.

Everyone we met — from political leaders
and civil society to NGOs — complained about
the spinelessness and partiality of the media,
largely because most of it is owned by politi-
cal parties. There is zero self-regulation. Some
called it the “washing machine” of the state.
The most scathing comment was made by a
journalist, “SL is the worst country in the
world for media prostitution!” (Does the
commentring a bell? Some consolation this).

We met a very senior Tamil leader who
said that there was a general voter apathy
among the Tamils. However, when Gota
Rajapaksa’s candidacy was announced, the

The participation of youth
Was a common concern.
There are nearly 3,00,000
tirst time voters and the
general opinion was that
there would be a sense of
apathy in them. The reasons
given were their
disillusionment with the
performance of the
government and lack of
issues of their interest. The
absence of campaign finance
regulation was also
mentioned by almost every
stakeholder. The enormous
abuse of money power was a
common concern. Some
people even mentioned
foreign money playing a role.

CR Sasikumar

apathy disappeared. It is important to note
that in 2015, it was the Tamil and Muslim
vote which helped dislodge his brother,
President Mahinda Rajapaksa.

The leader lamented that 10 per cent of
political prisoners have not yet been re-
leased, one-third of the land has not been re-
turned and, worse, none of the 20,000 plus
individuals who “disappeared” have been
found. He said Tamils are “sick and tired” of
voting for the “lesser of the two evils”.

The same leader also voiced strong anti-
Muslim feeling among the Tamils, and feared
that some violence was being planned
against them, especially in the east, to pre-
vent them from voting. He emphasised the
need for the two communities to coordinate
and hoped that “close to the elections they
would have to work together”.

SLelections always invite great world at-
tention. The country is liberal in inviting inter-
national observers. Most importantly, their
own civil society observers from the two
main NGOs — PAFFREL (People’s Action for
Free and Fair Elections)and CMEV (Centre for
Monitoring Electoral Violence), have unre-
stricted access to the entire electoral process.
They depute their observers to almost 80 per
cent of the polling stations. Their monitoring
and certification carries a lot of weight as well.
In a meeting with them, they expressed sat-
isfaction with the arrangements and hoped
that the elections, like in 2015, would be free,
fair and credible.

Finally, the camaraderie and coordination
between the representatives of the NDI and
IRI was a treat. One wishes to see such bon-
homie between our two national parties too.

The writer is former chief election
commissioner of India.
Views are strictly personal

Development lessons from Gandhi

Restraining consumption will help achieve harmonious growth

ATUL JAIN

MAHATMA GANDHI'S PHILOSOPHY influ-
enced not only Indians, but many great per-
sonalities across the world. Interestingly, it
also influenced many a treatise at the inter-
national level. But, there is little that the in-
ternational community attributes to him
while drafting the future of the world.

These days, sustainable development
goals (SDGs) are the buzzword. In 1908,
Gandhiji showed us the path for sustainable
development through sustainable con-
sumption. In his Hind Swaraj,he outlined
the threat to the common future of human-
ity from our relentless quest for material
goods and services.

In 2015, when the UN adopted 17 SDGs,
the 12th was about “ensuring sustainable
consumption and production patterns”.
This was perhaps the most fitting tribute to
the enduring greatness of Gandhi. But no
mention of Gandhiji or of Indian values was
made in the preamble to this declaration. If
we carefully read the subtext of SDGs, we
find that they mirror the philosophy enun-
ciated in Hind Swardj.

The adoption of some of Gandhiji’s tenets
in the SDGs bear testimony to the fact that
these were not flights of fancy, but rather,
achievable aims. This has been demon-
strated by the development model evolved
by the Deendayal Research Institute (DRI)
and other such institutions. The DRI was set
up to perpetuate the memory of Deendayal
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Upadhyaya, who carried on Gandhiji’s
legacy. After his death, his contemporary,
Nanaji Deshmukh, undertook the task to
translate this philosophy into action.

An avowed follower of Gandhiji, Nanaji
worked in the most backward districts of
the country with a holistic approach, en-
compassing all aspects and dimensions of
human life including education, life sci-
ences, livelihood, technology, and social
consciousness. This model can be seen
in action in Chitrakoot, Gonda, Beed
and Nagpur.

Gandhiji was honest in admitting that
some of his thoughts may become outdated
and, therefore, he had no problem in chang-
ing his stance. But the basic principles re-
mained same. For example, both these great
men believed that native, indigenous
knowledge and culture needs to be re-
spected. This worldview shuns the idea of
more consumption, which is both a cause
and consequence of greed.

Like Gandhiji, Nanaji also felt that vil-
lagers are the trustees of the country’s re-
sources. But at the same time, Gandhiji
agreed that with technological advance-
ment and changing aspirations of the peo-
ple, the tools may have to be different.
However, he cautioned against unnecessary
consumption. Nanaji adopted the same ap-
proach while developing his model. Both be-
lieved that harmonious growth can be

achieved by employing cultural practices.
They had an unshakeable faith in the native’s
wisdom and intelligence. They strongly be-
lieved that it could be achieved only by em-
ploying local resources and local talent.

Gandhiji’s life is an example of how he
subtly taught us the virtues of sustainable
consumption. On many occasions, he
chided Jawaharlal Nehru for wasting pre-
cious natural resources for his comfort. He
spoke about harnessing natural resources
as avirtue. Harnessing seems to be the clos-
est English translation of the Indian concept
of “dohan”, which says that natural re-
sources should be used respectfully, and
carefully to ensure equitable distribution
and also to ensure that we leave a better
world for future generations. Needless to
say, this would ensure judicious consump-
tion of the resources.

Every region has distinctive social and
geographical characteristics. There are 127
agro-climatic zones in India. And when the
policymakers try to formulate policies
on the basis of mere statistics, they find
that each such zone has scores of eco-cli-
matic zones.

In 2008, the then French President
Nicholas Sarkozy set up a commission to
identify the limits of GDP as an indicator of
economic performance and social progress,
and to examine what additional informa-
tion might be required for more relevant in-

dicators of social progress. The commission
found that there were vast diversities that
govern the development of a region.

This is exactly what Gandhi had said
a hundred years before the commission was
set up. He had underlined the need for a
decentralised system of economics and
development so that local, distinctive char-
acteristics can be factored in while formu-
lating plans on the basis of statistical
information.

Talking of sustainable development
without understanding the true meaning
of sustainable consumption will be mere
rhetoric. Unless we practice restrained con-
sumption, we cannot avoid exploitation of
natural resources, and cannot achieve sus-
tainability in production patterns.
Upadhyaya also delved into the Indian ethos
of restrained consumption (sanyamit upb-
hog). Citing various classical scriptures and
cultural practices, he eulogised frugal
(maryadit) spending by Indians, in accor-
dance with their dharma. This, he ex-
plained, would lead to less exploitation of
resources. He was also averse to vulgar dis-
plays of wealth and ostentatious lifestyles.
All these form the subtext of SDG 12.

The writer is general secretary, Deendayal
Research Institute. This is a part of the lecture
delivered in St. Paulskirche, Frankfurt on
October 11, to celebrate Gandhi 150
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“China is sincere in building a favorable relationship with the US, while
preserving internal order. Prioritizing national interests is indisputably justiﬁed
inany country.” — GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Defenders need
defending

Those who shielded the defenceless are now
being targeted by powers-that-be

domestic accounts. Why the hurry by the
CBI then, to arrest them now? Since 2016,
have they even shown an inclination to
evade the law? Have they tried to flee the
country? On the contrary, we know that
both Jaising and Grover have been declin-
ing invitations from other countries, which
include speaking assignments and also ac-
ademic ones simply because thereis a case
pending against them.

Grover took up the cause of gay rights
and fought to win for them a life of dignity.
Numerous cancer patients may have never
heard about the Novartis case, which he ar-
gued successfully,and which drastically re-
duced treatment cost. People with HIV
need to know that he, along with others,
foughtlegally to end discrimination against
them in publicemployment. Overnight, he
was labelled “anti-national”, however, for
taking up the case of Yakub Memon.

Jaising won for all women of India, ir-
respective of religion, the rights of equal in-
heritance and guardianship of children,
which neither their communities nor the
state was willing to give. It was the work of
the Lawyer’s Collective, under her leader-
ship, for more than a decade, which re-
sulted in the legislation of a civil law on do-
mestic violence. She took up the Gujarat
genocide cases, along with those related to
the Sohrabuddin encounter case and the
case of the mysterious death of Judge Loya.
Even créches in the apex courts were a re-
sult of her efforts.

Our case is not one where Jaising and
Grover's good deeds become the argument
against the CBI taking away their protection.
Similarly, the anti-people policies under the
Chidambaram regime should not make us
rejoice that his arrest is an answer to his mis-
deeds. Mohan Gopal rightly reminds us that
inall such cases a basic constitutional princi-
pleis involved — we have aright against self
incrimination. Giting the Selvi judgement, he
recalls the words of the Supreme Court that
“a core rationale of the right against self-in-
crimination is the protection of voluntari-
ness. As coercion and voluntariness cannot
coexist, it follows that custodial interrogation
inIndian prisons necessarily violates the right
against self-incrimination and is therefore
unconstitutional and illegal.”

We need not guess why Jaising and
Grover are being targeted. One must re-
member what the PM said in 2015 against
getting hoodwinked by “five-star activists”.
Since then we have seen a concerted cam-
paign against the concept of human rights
inIndia: One must remember that without
any questioning and human rights, democ-
racy would turn hollow.

The Jharkhand police has now sealed
and attached the property of Father Stan
Swamy, a Jesuit priest in his eighties, in a
sedition case lodged in Khunti district. Over
decades now, Jharkhand has been his
home, where he has been working for trib-
als and human rights — he is now being
criminalised by the state, which wants him
jailed. Can we not see the link between the
actions playing out in Delhi and Ranchi?

FOR DECADES, SOME people have de-
fended the rights of those who had no re-
sources to stand against the might of the
society and the state. We assume that we
live in a country which is ruled by law and
that human beings have certain inalienable
rights. But, we also see these rights violated
by different organs of the state. It is then
that we seek these defenders who know
the language of the law. We have come to
believe that as long as they are present, we
have some breathing space — but that time
seems to be over. The defenders need to be
defended now.

The CBI wants the Supreme Court to re-
move the shield of protection that the
Bombay High Court had given to Indira
Jaising and Anand Grover. A special leave
petition challenging the Bombay High Court
order restraining any coercive action against
the lawyers has been filed by the CBl in the
SC and may come up for hearing any day.

OnJuly 25, the Bombay High Court gave
interim relief to Jaising and Grover after a
plea was filed to quash the FIR lodged by
the CBI against them, alleging violation of
the FCRA and other offences under the IPC.
The turn of events leading up to this FIR is
worrying: An unknown entity called
Lawyer's Voice filed a petition in the SC stat-
ing that the Centre should have registered
cases against Jaising, Grover and the
Lawyer’s Collective for offences under the
IPC, Prevention of Money Laundering Act,
Prevention of Corruption Act and the
Income Tax Act.

The alacrity with which the petition
was listed for hearing was noted by peo-
ple aware of the normal ways of function-
ing of the court registry. It was heard by a
bench which included CJI Ranjan Gogoi.
The courtissued notices to all parties, mak-
ing clear that the government was free to
initiate proceedings against the two. The
question of propriety was raised again as
Jaising had then taken up the case of the
woman who had alleged sexual miscon-
duct against her by the CJI.

After this order, things moved at an ex-
traordinary pace. Inless than a week’s time,
an FIR was lodged against them by the CBI
and, thereafter, their Delhi house and vari-
ous offices in Delhi and Mumbai were
raided for evidence in the case of misuse of
foreign funds. Recall that in 2016, the min-
istry of home affairs, Union of India, had
cancelled the FCRA of the Lawyer’s
Collective — this was after it charged the or-
ganisation with misuse of foreign funds, and
rejected the response of the organisation.

After this, Jaising and Grover, and
Lawyer’s Collective, moved the Bombay

High Courtin 2016 which de-freezed their ~ The writer teaches Hindi at Delhi University

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ON WRONG TRACK
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Smooth op- LETTER OF THE
erators’ (IE, October 23). While privati- WEEK AWARD

sation in several sectors has benefited
the Indian economy, it should not be
seen as a panacea to all that ails it.
Privatisation in railways is a step in the
wrong direction. The fare for three-tier
AC in the privately-run Tejas Express
was over Rs 4,000, almost equal to the

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the

air fare for the same route. This could week is published every
lead to a situation where trains run half Saturday. Letters may be
empty despite heavy demand. e-mailed to
Privatisation has been mostly success- editpage@expressindia.com
ful in cases where the private sector or sent to The Indian

could take full control over all aspects
of operations. Control over railway op-
erations will have to be vested with the
government. This could lead to delays
and inefficiency.

E A Ibrahim, Chennai

Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

tioned the daily routine. This routine in,
fact, was a beautiful showcasing of
India’s democracy.
GLOOMY ECONOMY Smitha Venkateswari, Bengaluru
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
NREGA signal’ (IE, October 23).Itis one
thing to boast of a demographic divi-
dend, it is another to make maximum
use of it. The increasing number of
youth working under MGNREGA is an-
other reminder of the gloomy state of
our economy. There is a need to create
jobs and increase vocational opportu-

PAK’S WAYS

THIS REFERS TO THE editorial, ‘The
screws tighten’ (IE, October 21).
Pakistan got a few months reprieve
from FATF, thanks to the support of
China,Turkey and Malaysia. However,
it is too much to expect the country to

nities. mend its ways. Pakistan's unsatisfac-
DivyaSingla, Patiala  tory compliance with FATF's bench-

mark report and its cross-border terror

DIVERSE PRAYERS provides ample proof of its attitude. As

per the FATF charter, the support of at
least three countries is required not to
blacklist a country. But does it not
bother the world community’s con-
science that just three votes against
against a large majority are needed to
block the blacklisting of Pakistan?

Lal Singh, Amritsar

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Don’t sing
in Pilibhit’ (IE,October 22). The writer
has rightly questioned the objection
raised about a patriotic prayer. As chil-
dren, we read verses from the Bible, Gita
and Quran in the school assembly.
Parents or authorities had never ques-




