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RETURNS IN MAHARASHTRA, IN THE RUNNING IN HARYANA, LOSES SOME GROUND IN BOTH STATES

BJP-Sena
back, but
shaken by
Pawar play

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
& VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 24

THE RULING BJP-Shiv Sena al-
liance returned to power in
Maharashtra Thursday, winning
161 of the 288 seats in the state
Assembly. But the poll results did
not go according to script with the
BJPsuffering reversesin Vidarbha
and Marathwada and, in the
process, managing 105 seats —
way below the halfway mark of
144 which it hoped to attain on
itsown, and less thanits strength
of 122 in the previous House.
With the results in, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
only the second Chief Minister
in Maharashtra in 47 years after
Vasantrao Naik to complete the
full five-year term, conceded his
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Devendra Fadnavis in Mumbai; Gopal Kanda (left) on a chartered flight to Delhi. Pradip Das, Twitter

Khattar’s 2nd term banks
on Independents & Kanda

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 24

STRANDED AT 40 seats, six short
of an absolute majority, the BJP
Thursday scrambled to secure a
second consecutive innings at
the helm in Haryana. It sought
the support of six party rebels
and INLD chief Om Prakash
Chautala’s estranged brother

Ranjit Chautala, all of whom won
as Independents — and Haryana
Lokhit Party’s Gopal Kanda.

BJP sources told The Indian
Express that the oath-taking cer-
emony is likely to be held Friday
evening. “As soon as the BJP once
again forms the government in
Haryana, public work will speed
up through an honest and ac-
countable government in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

BJP, but...

Rahul stays in shadow as
Congress sees a glimmer

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

HIS SILENCE Thursday is also the
story of the Congress this
Assembly election.

While the party put up a
brave face and its leaders
pointed to a resurgence in
Haryana and a better-than-2014
performance in Maharashtra

despite a slow-off-the-blocks
campaign, Rahul Gandhi, until
midnight, had not made a single
comment, not even on Twitter.
While AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, on a visit
toRae Bareli, said she was “really
happy” with the party’s per-
formance in Haryana and “the
fact that here in UP our vote per-
centage has increased from the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

ASSEMBLY ELECTION RESULTS 2019

MAHARASHTRA
288

BJP 105(-17) 25.75%*

ShivSena 56(-7) 16.41%

NCP 54(+13)  16.71%

INC 44(+2) 15.87%

Others  29(+9) 25.26%

*\/ote share percentage

HARYANA
90
BJP 40(-7) 36.49%
INC 31(+16) 28.08%
JJP 10 (NA) NA
B INLD 1(-18) 2.44%
Others 8(-1) 32.99%

Resulttill 12:30 am (Source: ECI)

How 303 plus 370 didn’t
quite add up this time

RAVISHTIWARI
&LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

BOTH PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP national president
Minister Amit Shah congratu-
lated party workers Thursday
evening and
applauded the
results in
Maharashtra
and Haryana.
Although the
party  was
below the halfway mark, Modi
called the Haryana result an “un-
precedented” achievement, cited
the 3 per cent increase in the
party’s vote share over the last

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

Assembly elections and flagged
the fact that BJP, a minor player
before 2014, was all set to return
for a second term in power.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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How 303 plus
370 didn’t quite
add up this time

However, in the party head-
quarters, there was no mistak-
ing the low-key nature of the
celebrations.

For, the BJP, riding on the
high of its 303 Lok Sabha seats,
the high-octane pitch on Article
370and a call to expel allillegal
migrants and implement the
National Register of Citizens
across the nation, had lost seats
in both states.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, BJP general secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya, who was
in charge of Haryana when the
BJP won the 2014 polls, said:
“The PM’s popularity and
Shah'’s leadership brought the
BJP back to power in both the
states. The party could have
done better micromanagement
on the ground. Our workers
could have been deployed more
effectively to mobilise support
and consolidate votes.”

The BJP, which had led in 79
of Haryana’s 90 Assembly seg-
ments in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions barely five months ago fell
to 40. In a state that, ironically,
provides a healthy recruiting
ground to the armed forces and
when apart from state leader-
ship, both Modi and Shah re-
peatedly highlighted Kashmir
and Article 370 in their rallies.

Modi addressed 16 rallies
ahead of the October 21 polling
in these two states, Shah held
25.

In Maharashtra, the party
fell well short of NDA'’s target of
220+ despite a wave of defec-
tions — most engineered by the
BJP — from the Opposition
Congress and NCP which had
faced their worst electoral re-
sults in the Lok Sabha elections.
The BJP won 105 seats of 164 as
against the 122 it won from 260
seats it contested last time. In
the Lok Sabha elections, BJP was
leading in 125 Assembly seats
and Shiv Sena led in 105 seats
totalling 230 of 288.Apart from
the slip in Shiv Sena, the BJP
slipped in Vidarbha, the home
turf of chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis, and Western
Maharashtra where it had lured
many from the Opposition
ranks.

“We were expecting to win
a majority on our own in
Maharashtra. Now that we
need torely on Sena to form the

government, it could be more
demanding,” said a senior party
leader underlining that the BJP
will face changed equationsina
state with a more confident
Opposition led by Sharad
Pawar’s NCP and, of course, a
more aggressive Sena.

The verdict in these two
states is being seen as a mes-
sage to the BJP-led government
as well as its leadership that
voters differentiate between a
national election and state
polls. And that national issues
may not always outweigh local
issues. The results may nudge
its attention towards the eco-
nomic slowdown which, inci-
dentally, has been publicly con-
tested and downplayed. Indeed,
at least three leaders in the
party indicated that the setback
in the two states could have
been influenced by aspects of
economic distress.

The results also highlight
the limitations of vilifying the
politically dominant communi-
ties in these states. The BJP tried
torally numerically smaller and
the politically less dominant
communities against Marathas
(Maharashtra) and Jats
(Haryana). The fact that it lost
significant ground right in the
backyard of its CMs, Vidarbha
(Fadnavis) and North Haryana
(Khattar), puts a question mark
on the effectiveness of its re-
gional satraps to hold the
party’s fort against dominant
caste politics. Party sources said
the BJP leadership “relied” on
these satraps without “paying
heed” to other leaders includ-
ing ministers which led to a
number of rebel candidates
fighting against official candi-
dates.

Some BJP leaders admitted
that the results will also be fac-
tored in as the party plans for
upcoming elections in
Jharkhand and Delhi. The re-
sults are also a signal to BJP’s
unconventional choices as CMs
— Raghubar Das (Jharkhand),
Yogi Adityanath (UP), Trivendra
Rawat (Uttarakhand), Jairam
Thakur (Himachal Pradesh),
Vijay Rupani (Gujarat),
Sarbananda Sonowal (Assam),
Biplab Thakur (Tripura) among
others — that “some of them
may have mistaken Modi’s
popularity as endorsement of
their leadership,” said an in-
sider.

The struggling Opposition
can seek some comfort in the
fact that the results fit a pattern
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EXPLAINED: THE BJP"S MAHARASHTRA PLAN HAS NOT GONE BY THE SCRIPT, HERE'S WHY

From the high of the 2019 Lok Sabha election results when it managed to win 23 of the 48 seatsin
Maharashtra, the BJP has got areality check in the Maharashtra Assembly polls.The party’s strategy of
poaching leaders from other parties also seems to have not gone down well

VIDEO OF THE DAY

that indicates the BJP finds it
hard to improve its perform-
ance in states where it’s already
in power and is seeking re-elec-
tion.

Modi’s dramatic and
sweeping victory in 2014 upset
many a calculation and the BJP
won Maharashtra (2014),
Haryana (2014), Jharkhand
(2014), Assam (2016), Uttar
Pradesh (2017), Uttarakhand
(2017) and Karnataka (2018) —
but in all these states, it was in
opposition. However, it has
struggled to improve its posi-
tion in states where it was seek-
ing re-election: Gujarat (2017),
Madhya Pradesh (2018),
Rajasthan  (2018) and
Chhattisgarh (2018). Indeed, it
took Modi’s concerted personal
push to stave off a setback in his
native Gujarat in 2017.

This trend is also reinforced
by the results of Assembly by-
polls where the party is in
power — Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat
and Bihar. The BJP has won
seven of 11 seats that went to
polls in UP Assembly. The party
won three of six seats in Gujarat
and in Bihar, the ruling alliance
won only one of the five seats.
This when Assembly bypolls
are generally considered an
easy win for the ruling estab-
lishment.

Khattar’s 2nd
term banks on

Independents
and Kanda

state,” Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar said.

The late-night develop-
ments were prompted by the
setback received by the BJP
when the Assembly poll results
came in earlier in the day: A
resurgent Congress led by
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
claimed 31 seats and the newly
formed Jannayak Janata Party
(JJP) of Dushyant Chautala won
10.

Both the Jat leaders severely
dented the BJP’s poll call of
“Abki baar 75 paar (Over 75
seats this time)” — the ruling
party had gone to polls with 48
MLAs after winning the Jind by-
poll in January.

More embarrassing for the
party was that barring Khattar
and Health Minister Anil Vij, all
their five Cabinet colleagues,
their party’s state unit chief and
aminister of state, lost badly to
either Congress or JJP candi-
dates.

The Congress claimed more
than double its tally of 15 in
2014, and the JJP opened its ac-
count by reaching double dig-
its. The results came just five
months after Haryana voted for
the BJP in all the 10 Lok Sabha
seats with huge margins.

As the results became clear,
it was initially expected that
Dushyant Chautala, the son of
Ajay Chautala and grandson of
Om Prakash Chautala, would
play the kingmaker in deciding
the next government. But the
BJP decided to go with the

DIWALIGIFT IDEAS: TRY
ECO-FRIENDLY ONES

Choose from air
purifying plants to
soy candles

FULL COVERAGE

BJP, but...

party’s failure to contain
“rebels” — at least 30 rebels of
the BJP and Sena upset their
calculations. He said the peo-
ple have given the alliance a
decisive mandate to form the
government for a second con-
secutive term.

But Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray lost no time to “re-
mind” the BJP about the
“equal” or “50-50 power-shar-
ing” formula for all berths in
the new government. This was
also interpreted as Senaspeak
for rotating the post of the
Chief Minister.

“We all know that when
the alliance was forged before
the Lok Sabha polls, the 50:50
formula was decided. There is
no need to hide it now. It was
also decided that seat sharing
would be 144-144. BJP state
president Chandrakant Patil
had then said I should under-
stand the BJP’s problems in
seat sharing. I understood their
problems and accepted a
smaller share of the seats. But
if their problems are going to
increase, then I can’t under-
stand all their problems,”
Thackeray told reporters at the
Sena headquarters in Dadar.

He said he needs to expand
his party. “So, all senior leaders
from both parties will sit to-

seven Independents and Gopal
Kanda.

However, the inclusion of
Kanda — he took a chartered
flight with Ranjit Chautala to
New Delhi Thursday evening to
meet the BJP leadership — is
bound to raise eyebrows.

In August 2012, while serv-
ing as Home Minister in the
then Congress-led state govern-
ment under Hooda, Kanda was
arrested after a former air host-
ess with MDLR airlines, which
he owned, committed suicide
after accusing him of harass-
ment. In February 2013, the air
hostess’s mother, too, commit-
ted suicide.

In March 2014, the Delhi
High Court dropped charges of
sexual exploitation against
Kanda and released him on bail.
But he continues to face trial on
other charges, apart from a
number of other cases includ-
ing for illegally developing a
property in Sirsa.

In May 2014, Kanda and his
brother Govind Kanda started
HLP and contested the 2014
state polls from Sirsa, but with-
out success. This time, Kanda
won the Sirsa seat by a mere
602 votes. Incidentally, Govind
Kanda lost to Ranjit Chautala,
who was denied a Congress
ticket and contested as an
Independent, by 19,431 votesin
Rania.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Govind Kanda said:
“The BJP sent an aircraft, and
my brother and Ranjit Chautala
have flown to New Delhi to
meet Amit Shah. We are sup-

gether and we will take a deci-
sion on the formula. Then we
will stake claim to government
formation,” he said. This, he
said, was not a “warning” to the
BJP but “just a reminder” of
what had been discussed.

Earlier, when the results
were coming in, Fadnavis spoke
to Thackeray. He defended the
BJP’s performance: “In 2014,
the party contested 260 seats
and won 122. Whereas now, it
contested 164 and won 102
(that figure changed to 105
later).” In the past, the “strike
rate” was 47% and vote share
28%.This time, the “strike rate”
jumped to 70% while the vote
share was 25.75%.

For the Sena though, the
score of 56 was a disappoint-
ment. Its “strike rate” was just
45% as against BJP’s 70%.
Describing the elections as an
“eye opener”, Thackeray said,
“I feel proud that people of the
state have kept democracy
alive. When some people
started walking with some as-
sumptions, it appears people
brought them to ground real-
ity. Itis a lesson for all political
parties.”

What came in the way of
BJP plans was the pushback by
Maratha strongman Sharad
Pawar in the face of action by

porting BJP, it’s a homecoming
for us. Our late father Murli
Dhar had joined RSS in 1926
and contested on an RSS-
backed poll symbol from Sirsa
in 1952.”

Govind Kanda claimed that
they had sought a pre-poll tie-
up with the BJP and asked for
two seats, which was denied.
“Any decision of merging HLP
with the BJP will be taken later,”
he said.

The six BJP rebels who won
as independents were Nayan
Pal Rawat from Prithla, Randhir
Singh Gollan from Pundri,
Rakesh Daultabad from
Badshahpur, Sombir Sangwan
from Dadri, Balraj Kundu from
Meham and Dharampal
Gonder from Nilokheri.

Thursday’s result, however,
was a severe indictment of the
BJP’s poll strategy.

Significantly, its “national-
ism” pitch did not resonate at
the ground level. While the BJP
focussed on the abrogation of
Article 370 in J&K and the
Balakot air strikes, more than its
governance, Congress and ]JP
highlighted core state-specific
issues.

The caste factor appeared to
have played a role, too, with at
least 13 Jat candidates winning
across the state. In two Jat-
dominated districts of Rohtak
and Sonipat, which cover 10
segments, the Congress won
seven seats, while the BJP man-
aged only three.

Among the BJP Jat leaders
who lost was Finance Minister
Capt Abhimanyu who was de-

MAHARASHTRA,
HARYANAELECTIONS

Dushyant Chautala’s
JPP could be kingmaker
in Haryana

enforcement agencies against
him and his colleague Praful
Patel in the last days of the
election campaign. His NCP
won 54 seats, a gain of 13, com-
pared to the 2014 assembly
polls. Its ally Congress, which
almost seemed to have given
up, also bagged 44 seats, two
more than in 2014. Together,
they neared the three-digit fig-
ure, lending the Opposition
more voice in the House.
During the campaign,
Pawar took on the central and
state leadership of the BJP. This
helped NCP retain sway over
western Maharashtra. In fact,
he salvaged the situation for
the Congress which appeared
leaderless throughout the
campaign. “The mandateis for
us to sit in Opposition,” Pawar
admitted. But he took a swipe
at the BJP-Sena for inducting
rebels of the rival camp. “The
elections have shown people
are not ready to accept turn-
coats who desert the party.”
Fadnavis too acknowl-
edged thatrising aspirations of
party workers had many rebels
entering the fray. “We could
not contain this... But almost 15
rebels who have been elected
had expressed their support to
the alliance post polls. We are
considering their support as

feated by JJP’s Ram Kumar
Gautam. The other big losses for
the party were: Education
Minister Rambilas Sharma,
Agriculture Minister Om
Prakash Dhankar, Women and
Child Development Minister
Kavita Jain, Transport Minister
Krishan Panwar and Minister of
State Krishan Kumar Bedi.

The party’s choice of candi-
dates also backfired. Replacing
12 of its sitting MLAs and de-
pending on deserters from
other parties failed to work —-
11 had switched over from
INLD (seven lost, four won), and
two from Congress (both won).

Besides, its move to pitch
top sportspersons in
Opposition strongholds
flopped. Olympian wrestlers
Yogeshwar Dutt and Babita
Phogat lost from the Jat-domi-
nated areas of Baroda and
Dadri, respectively — Phogat
ended third. The lone bright
spot was the victory of former
hockey captain Sandeep Singh
in Pehowa, a Punjabi Sikh-dom-
inated constituency.

Rahul stays

in shadow as
Congress sees
a glimmer

Lok Sabha elections”, it was left
to other party leaders to lift
morale and take on the BJP. And
they made no secret of the fact
that the showing could have
been much better had key de-
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Maharashtra and
Haryana election
result analysis

On this episode of 3 Things, reporters
dissect what the voting patterns across the
two states signal, what role the JJP will play
in Haryana and how the Shiv Sena’s
performance will give it more bargaining

power

they are our party workers,” he
said.

Although the BJP has kept
its analysis on hold for now, the
results show that the party
didn’t fare too well in Vidarbha,
which is Fadnavis’s backyard,
and Marathwada, besides
western Maharashtra.

In cotton-growing
Vidarbha, where the BJP had
peaked with 44 of 62 seats in
2014, it lost nine seats.
Similarly, in  western
Maharashtra where it won 25
of 72, it lost nine seats. The
party lost three seats each in
north Maharashtra and
Marathwada.

Former Congress Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan
said: “The BJP’s poor perform-
ance shows the impact of eco-
nomic slowdown and rising
unemployment. The people
has rejected central BJP lead-
ers’ emotive campaign on cul-
tural nationalism.”

Infact, a section of the state
BJP believes that the central
leadership’s aggressive cam-
paign focus on Article 370 was
a tactical mistake. “Especially,
at a time when the entire
Marathwada and western
Maharashtra were badly hit by
drought and floods,” a state B]P
leader said.

cisions been taken early in the
run-up to the elections.

Senior leaders said the
Haryana outcome is a message
to the Congress and the
Opposition that the BJP can be
fought. While underlining that
it “dispels the false perception
that... the BJP is invincible and
the Opposition has capitu-
lated”, Anand Sharma, who is
also a member of the Congress
Working Committee, said:
“(Bhupinder Singh)Hooda has
led an inspired fightback. The
organisational change should
have taken place much earlier.
In retrospect, I can say that had
it been earlier, we would have
got a clear majority.”

Party veteran and Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal
Nath, in a television interview,
made similar remarks.

The party has gone down
fighting in Haryana — it has
managed to more than double
its tally — and credit for the
resurgence is being attributed
to Hooda. This is likely to
strengthen the hands of the old
guard in the organisation and
weaken Rahul Gandhi’s posi-
tion considerably. A churn has
already begun in the party with
veterans openly saying that the
party could have emerged vic-
torious had Hooda been given
charge of the state earlier.

Congress leaders said the
key takeaway for the party from
the Haryana numbers is that
the BJP can be challenged in
state elections if the party hasa
strong local leader who can ex-
ploit the anti-incumbency

MP considers introducing eggs in anganwadi menu

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 24

THE CONGRESS government in
Madhya Pradesh is considering a
proposal toinclude eggsinthe an-
ganwadi menu in 89 tribal blocks
as supplementary nutrition un-

der the Integrated Child
Development Services
(ICDS) scheme.

A presentation made before
Chief Minister Kamal Nath in-
formed him that the inclusion of
protein-rich eggs in the angan-
wadi menu could go a long way
to tackle the challenge of malnu-
trition and under-nutrition, espe-

cially in tribal dominated areas of
the state.

Right to Food campaigner
Sachin Jain wrote a letter to the
CM last month requesting that
eggs be included in the menu at
the earliestand how it was impor-
tant step towards management of
under-nutrition.

“The problem of high levels of
child malnutrition in the state is
well acknowledged. Despite
some improvements over last
decade, the level of under-nutri-
tion is still very high, with 42 per
cent of children under 5 being
stunted. Theimmediate determi-
nants of under nutrition are poor
diet and ill health (infections).

Addressing malnutrition compre-
hensively requires a host of inter-
ventions targeting multiple deter-
minants, it's important to ensure
children eat adequately, both in
terms of quality and quantity,” the
letter said.

Sources said the Chief
Minister was convinced with the
proposal, unlike his predecessor
and senior BJP leader Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, a vegetarianwho
was againstitand did notencour-
age any discussion on it when he
was in office till 2018.

Women and Child
Development  Department
Principal Secretary Anupam Rajan
told The Indian Express that the

proposal is at an early stage.

“Theideais to provide protein-
richfood by serving one egg three
times a week. It will not be com-
pulsory, and those who don’t eat
eggswill be provided milkand ba-
nana,” he said.

The annual cost of serving
three eggs per child in 89 tribal
blocks will be between Rs 40 and
Rs 50 crore. Rajan said many states
have already included eggs in
their menu and the proposal, as
and whenit gets the final nod, will
beimplemented from the next fi-
nancial year. “Eggs are readily
available and tribal children like
to eat them,” Rajan said.

Abureaucrat said the proposal

had been put up before the previ-
ous government but it was not
cleared. He admitted that the Jain
community had used its influence
to nix the proposal. “Jain children
don’t go to anganwadis, and tribal
children eateggs anyway,” he said.

Sachin Jain said those associ-
ated with the Right to Food cam-
paign are aware of the challenges
in introducing eggs in meals,
given how politically sensitive the
issue is. He said the written con-
sent of parents could be taken,
and those involved in cooking an-
ganwadi meals could be taken in
confidence and explained the
benefits of eggs to take care of op-
position, if any.

mood. During the campaign,
Hooda did not mention the
Prime Minister’s name or any
big national issue, focusing in-
stead on purely local issues.

With Delhi and Jharkhand
going to polls in the next few
months, party leaders say it is
time to empower established
state leaders.

According to Congress lead-
ers, it was Rahul who delayed
the leadership change in
Haryana, overruling the old
guard who had argued that
Ashok Tanwar had neither been
able to inspire confidence
among the rank and file nor
unify the party. The party went
to Lok Sabha elections with
Tanwar, a Rahul protege, at the
helm. After considerable pres-
sure, he was replaced by
Kumari Selja and Hooda was
made CLP leader, barely a
month before elections by
Sonia Gandhi who returned as
party chief.

“We are ourselves to blame.
For five years, we humiliated a
tall leader (Hooda),” said an-
other CWC member. Many
leaders said Sonia’s decision to
set up a panel to craft the
party’s strategy on important
issues itself was a reflection of
the changing dynamics in the
party. Sources said there had
been demands, ever since the
Lok Sabha election defeat, for
collective thinking and deci-
sion-making in the party.

Several leaders in the
Congress said the party did not
fight as a national party in
these elections. They pointed
out that even a coordination
committee consisting of top
leaders was set up barely 10
days ahead of the elections.
“That gives you an idea how
well prepared we were. The
committee met for the first
time on October 11 and then
once or twice after that,” a
leader said. Rahul himself took
a back seat in these elections.
Unlike in the past, he did not
campaign much in Haryana.

While Sonia did not cam-
paign at all, Rahul addressed
only seven rallies — five in
Maharashtra and two in
Haryana. He addressed the sec-
ond rally in Mahendragarh af-
ter Sonia pulled out at the last
minute. Sources said there was
not much demand from
Congress candidates for Rahul’s
rallies this time in Haryana. In
Maharashtra too, the party suf-
fered in Mumbai where a tug-
of-war between Rahul loyalists
Sanjay Nirupam and Milind
Deora went on during the cam-
paign period.

Many Congress leaders had
been critical of Rahul’s style of
appointing working presidents
in states. “Appointment of a
president and a host of working
presidents has proved to be
counter-productive. Sonia did
not appoint working presidents
either in Haryana or in Delhi.
Just months ago, Rahul ap-
pointed a president and work-
ing president in Maharashtra.
All of them contested elections,
leaving the organisation head-
less,” a senior leader said.

Court adjourns
hearing in
Ishrat Jahan case

Ahmedabad: The special CBI court
in Ahmedabad adjourned the
hearing in the Ishrat Jahan en-
counter case for a third time this
month, onThursday, after the spe-
cial public prosecutor of the CBI
sought the court’s leave owing to
his necessary appearance at the
Gujarat High Court. At the last
hearing on October 17, the matter
had to be adjourned as certified
copies of several documents were
not made available to the lawyers
of the four accused. The matter is
now expected to be heard nexton
November 13. ENS
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FLAG-BEARERS OF THE NATION
Quality of the business is most important

A leading light of the real estate industry, Amarjit Bakshi, CMD, Central Park, believes that consumer satisfaction and protection of their
interests should be of prime importance for new-age entrepreneurs if they are to succeed in creating a sustainable and reliable business

What is different in the Indian
economy that sets it apart from
other countries of the world? What
is it that makes it conducive for en-
trepreneurs and flagbearers like
you?

The Indian economy has certain
factors that set it apart from others.
Itis a big market and a big economy.
The middle class is continuously
growing, there is a significant aspir-
ing class and there is ease of doing
business in terms of the legislation
and support provided to new mar-
ket entrants. In India, 65-70% of the
population is under 35 years of
age—in comparison to other coun-
tries that have more of a mature and
aged population —leading to the rise
of promising millennials during this
tech-age. A result of this is the abun-
dance of start-ups that are coming
into existence each day. With such a
population comes varied demands
and for entrepreneurs it becomes im-
perative to think of ways to bridge
these gaps and in turn, meet these re-
quirements.

You own a diversified group with
interests in hospitality, real estate
and automotive sectors. Do you be-
lieve that the diversification of a
business helps in achieving more
stability and growth?

The Bakshi Group has indeed di-
versified into various verticals, but
what I have learnt over the years is
that it is the quality of growth that
outweighs everything else and pro-
vides satisfaction and stability. The
size of a business does not matter if
there is no quality attached to it.
Quality provides a name to the busi-
ness. If your customers are not
happy and they lack satisfaction,
they might rebuke you—and we
have always followed Customer
Centricity at every step. Therefore,
one should not focus on size but on
quality—to be the best at what you
do and not necessarily the biggest.

You have been aleading light of the
industry. What would your mes-
sage be to all the new generation
entrepreneurs and leaders?

Like I said earlier, the size of the
business does not matter, what you
do and what you leave for the next
generation matters. When one
comes out to work, one should not
forget that the customer is the only
stakeholder that will put in money
for the product oneis selling and the
others will only ask for money and
be an expense. The message I would
therefore reiterate is that there
should always be a deep-rooted faith
and respect for the consumer, and itis
this that will help new generation
entrepreneurs and leaders to be suc-
cesstul in their endeavours.

If given a chance, leaders should
not waste time waiting to find a team
of sincere workers and start work-
ing—the starting point comes from
within. The sincerity towards work
should begin from the person ideat-
ing to create a business empire. If this
happens, people will automatically
trust you and will, themselves, like
to work in a business of such nature.
With these values, one can build a
business and their integrity will then
keep it going. Trust will act as a ce-
menting material.

The Government has reduced the
corporate tax rate. It is a welcome
move by the government. How has
that benefitted you as a diversified
group? What are your views on its
impact on businesses in general?

The recent reduction in the corpo-
rate tax is more of a move to attract
foreign investors than aid the indus-
try atlarge. There are various aspects
to this—any policy thatis broughtin
showsitsimpact after a few years. In
this case, the move may positively
impact the income tax.

The real estate and hospitality sec-
tors are not doing very well. Prob-
lems like stressed assets, slump and
liquidity are some of the chal-
lenges. The forecast for the two sec-
tors is also not very good. What is
your sense of the future for the two?

In the hospitality sector, I do not

think that thereis a slump. Butin real
estate, yes, there is. The real estate
sector has now seen a correction of
sorts in the way the business has
been done until now, but I still feel
that if you care for your customers
they will never leave your side, and
thatis what has helped Central Park.

And how long do you think will
the phaselast?

We expect that the situation will be
normal in the next five years.

What are your plans on the real
estate frontin the coming years?

My real objective and meaning of
growth comes from consumer satis-
faction. My vision has always been
to build a company of excellence that
continues to serve its customers, ful-
fils the aspirations of its employees
and caters to the real needs of the
community as a whole. If these
things are executed in the future suc-
cessfully, then I think my job is done
as a leader. In line with this, Central
Park is known for designing ‘Con-
cept Living’ spaces, offering not only
a home but homes fused with hospi-
tality and providing an entire
lifestyle. The brand has positioned it-
self as a niche and innovative
lifestyle real estate player, commit-
ted to exceptional quality and cus-
tomer delight. When planning, it is
essential to study the market in
terms of understanding the chang-
ing times and changing demands
and thereafter take the necessary
steps. Our aim at Central Park is to
always go the extra mile; an example
of this is that we gifted our residents
at Central Park Resorts an extraordi-
nary tunnel experience when they
enter the vicinity of their homes.
Also, Central Park is the first devel-
oper to introduce anti-smog cannons
at Central Park Resorts, which re-
duce the overall pollution in the con-
dominium as well as lower the am-
bient temperature. Similarly, our
products are constructed keeping in
mind the ever-changing consumer
needs and the broad range of the
target audience — potential buyers
are increasingly well-travelled and
are well aware of international stan-
dards of living, and we believe in
providing those here as well. Central
Park is set to come up with an innov-
ative and futuristic product that will
be the perfect combination of today’s
technological advancements and
the current demand of home-
buyers, giving the term ‘luxury”’ a
new definition.

More specifically, real estate is on
the cusp of change. In the past two
decades, the sector has seen a lot of
things that are now impacting its
development — technology use is
one, digital awareness and use of
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“Quality service to consumers,
their satisfaction and having a good
value system matter more than the

size of business”

social media to sell is another such
development. How do you see
these changes?

The transformation of the sector
should reflect buyers’ prosperity.
This means that luxury and urban
living should considerably trans-
form with the passage of time for
consumers. But this is not happen-
ing in entirety. Digitisation is a way
of selling; it becomes an additional
tool and the use of technology and

Al in homes should facilitate
consumer convenience.

In the context of change, millennials
form a large section of the youth in
the country. These prefer to rent
places instead of buying a property.
Is this impacting the real estate sec-
tor or your plans?

The various modes of selling and
transacting have changed over time.
Itis important to look at the social be-

haviour of this group. For instance,
they might want to live together but
they may not want to marry. Their
freedom in day-to-day life and activ-
ities is a priority, and we have taken
note of this.

For this segment we are coming
up with a project where we have fo-
cused on activities that a millennial
would want to participate in. Trends
have revealed that in comparison to
the space meant for activities, these
customers do not mind compromis-
ing on the area for resting and sleep-
ing. This goes more into the segment
of co-habitation, where there will be
common living areas accessible to 20
plus private rooms with amenities.
These will be operated on the model
of pay-as-you-use. Kitchens will be
private but will be amply supplied
bya convenience store right outside
the hall. If the couple living together
has a child, there is a place for chil-
dren, too. If they do not want to own
a car, an area will be created for taxi
services such as Uber & Ola —hence,
we have not kept any parking. The
entire premises will have party halls,
hang-out areas, etc.

This concept is futuristic and has
the potential to serve the millennials.
In the next 30 years, people will
probably not work for as many
hours a week as they donow. People
may not even buy homes. Energy
will come cheap. People will be more
worried about their health, mind
and body. These are all ideas that we
should keep in mind beforehand,
seeing the overall trends pertaining
to millennials and their needs.

Talking about housing in the
country, where do you see the real
demand?

Housing is one of the basic needs
of the people. But cities around the
world have been witnessing migra-
tion, which is a worldwide trend. In-
dian mega cities and state capitals
are no different to their counterparts
around the globe. The migration
rate in the country however, is high
compared to other countries. There-
fore, housing-needs and its supply
are directly proportional to the rate
of migration.

But there is a challenge to the
growth of housing in the country.
Our cities lack the infrastructure to
build houses at the required speed.
The problem is escalating because
migration to cities is not stopping
and continues to grow. Problems
like limited parking space, avail-
ability of resources and urban
poverty continue to create further
issues for urban dwellers. People
migrating to cities continue to earn a
living in the city and send money to
their homes, which spirals a vicious
cycle of poverty around them. In
addition to these challenges, peo-
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ple have other expenses such as
rent, needs of a growing family, etc.
With family growth, there is need
for a house; as the family grows fur-
ther, they need a bigger
house/flat—this reflects the market
demand. Thanks to the private sec-
tor, demand continues to be high.
The sector per se has been witness-
ing challenges. Witnessing the de-
mand potential, several unscrupu-
lous builders have adopted wrong
means for growth. In the process of
building something they have ru-
ined themselves and have also
given a bad name to the sector.

On a more practical level, as you
said, housing supply remains
a challenge and the preparedness
of the city also is a problem.
How do you see the situation
improving?

Correction in the sector has al-
ready commenced. The govern-
ment is more responsible than the
builders. Lending banks have been
bailed out. But the prime question
is—where has the money gone? The
Government has not been able to
plug the loopholes. There have
been a few learnings though: first,
there is need for a more proactive
stand on all the problems high-
lighted. Second, people must learn
from past mistakes — credit is not
free; it is a cost. Third, when one
borrows, one must return. These ar-
eas must be corrected in the system.

In terms of projects undertaken,
the people and the system put in
money to build something. If one is
striving hard to complete the pro-
ject, the trust of the people remains
in the system. That is what is re-
quired in the current scenario.

Talking about the India growth
story and real estate, what is re-
quired to boost growth?

The first step has already been
taken in the form of RERA (Real Es-
tate Regulatory Authority). The
government and the sector partici-
pants have realised that it is their
responsibility to protect the inter-
ests of customers and corporates
are working towards delivery now.
Everything has to be done method-
ically and systematically and the
onus to deliver on the consumers’
money lies in the hands of these
corporates. They should deliver
what they have promised. RERA
will help in mitigating the chal-
lenges to some extent.

Pick up RERA rules from any
state and you will find there is
equal provisioning of penalty for
delivery and payment default on
part of a developer and a consumer,
respectively. That said, there are
some among consumers, too, who
want to exploit the situation. But
overall consumers should be pro-
tected.

What are some of the initiatives
that you think will be healthy for
the sector?

We are following some of the best
initiatives at Central Park that di-
rectly relate to corporate gover-
nance. For instance, we book apart-
ments with a grace period of 30
days. This means we give our buy-
ers a chance to book the apartment
and cancel this booking within 30
days in case they change their
minds. We consider the flat booked
when we receive the cheque but do
not encash this cheque for the first
30 days. This is also because some-
times buyers makes an impulsive
decision. Should a booking be can-
celled, the cheque is refunded with
no deductions. This is a first-of-its-
kind initiative in India. This really
helps Central Park gain consumer
trust.

What is your one message to those
who are planning to begin their
entrepreneurial journey?

Every day, one’s conduct should
be a reflection of one’s character —
keeping this in mind, one should
bear in mind one’s responsibility
towards consumers and work to-
wards fulfilling it. Success will fol-
low these values.
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At markets in capital, traders rue dip in festive sales Ex-DU teacher
SAR Geelani

suffers cardiac
arrest, dies

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

ON THURSDAY, the Sarojini
Nagar market wore a festive look
as people went about making
last-minute Diwali purchases.
However, the festive spirit was
considerably subdued inside
shops. Pointing to his empty
store, a shop manager said, “We
don’t understand what is going
on. We usually see so many cus-
tomers during Diwali.”

The remark found an echo at
many markets, including Khan
Market, Karol Bagh, Sadar Bazar
and Chandni Chowk, with some

traders attributing the dip in sales
to the “economic slowdown”,
and “failing to recover post the
implementation of GST and de-
monetisation”.

Typically decorated with
lights during Diwali, Khan
Market wore a deserted look.

Calling it a multi-faceted
problem that has been building
up for years, Brij Gopal Khosla,
vice-president of the Khan
Market Traders’ Association, said:
“Business is down 40-50% since
last year. There are various rea-
sons — sentiments are low, the
economy is down. The online
business is different, we do not
consider it competition... Since

Shoppers at Sarojini Nagar Market ahead of Diwali. Renuka Puri

GST, sales are going down and
prices going up.”

The Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT), which has writ-

ten to the government against e-
commerce websites, also said
sales were sluggish this year.

Praveen Khandelwal, CAIT
national general secretary, said,
“Past experience shows that be-
tween Navratri and Diwali, busi-
ness goes up by 30%. This year, it
has declined by 30% for all busi-
nesses including mobiles, FMCG,
shoes and fashion wear.”

“Diwali has no meaning for
traders anymore. The major cul-
prits are e-commerce websites,
which offer discounts of up to
90%,” he added.

CAIT, in a statement, claimed
retail trade in India generates a
yearly business of Rs 45 lakh

crore, of which business of Rs 6
lakh crore alone is during the

Diwali period.
S K Mittal, who runs a
silver works at Chandni

Chowk and is a member of the
Delhi Hindustani Mercantile
Association, said, “Every year, our
business has been going down by
207% since demonetisation.”

In Chandni Chowk, other fac-
tors such as redevelopment work
have also affected business.

Rachit Gupta, who sells artifi-
cial jewellery in the area, said, “In
the past 12 years, this has been
the worst. Business has dropped
by 40% from last year due to the
slowdown.”
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FORMER DELHI University
teacher SAR Geelani, who
was arrested in the 2001
Parliament attack case
before being acquitted by the
Supreme Court, died Thursday
following a cardiac arrest.

His son Atif confirmed to
The Indian Express that Geelani
(50), who stayed in Zakir Nagar,
passed away in the evening.
“He had gone to the gym when
it happened,” he said. Geelani
is survived by his wife, his son
Atif and daughter Nusrat.

Former DUTA president
Nandita Narain said, “We’ve
seen him through many diffi-
culties... His health was af-
fected by the whole ordeal. I
think he was a patient of
asthma as well, and was un-
well for the past few days.”

Geelani, a Kashmiri who
earlier taught Arabic at Zakir
Hussain College, was arrested
and sentenced to death by a
Delhi court in 2002 in
connection with the 2001
Parliament attack. However, the
Delhi HC acquitted him of all
charges for “need of evidence”
inOctober 2003.The SCupheld
the HC’s decision in August
2005. Through it all, Geelani
maintained his innocence.

Months before his SC ac-
quittal in February 2005,
Geelani was seriously injured
when he was shot at five times
outside his lawyer Nandita
Haksar’s home in Vasant Kun;.

Geelani was vocal about his
views on Kashmir's self-deter-

Geelani (50) earlier taught
Arabic at DU’s Zakir
Hussain College. Archive

mination and was critical of
the hanging of Afzal Guru,
who was convicted and
hanged in connection with the
Parliament attack case in 2001.

Geelani’s support of Guru
landed him in trouble again
when in 2016, shortly after
then JNU students’ union pres-
ident Kanhaiya Kumar was ar-
rested for sedition for allegedly
shouting anti-India slogans on
campus, when he too was ar-
rested for the same in February
and keptin 14-day judicial cus-
tody. He had organised an
event at the Press Club of India
to mark the anniversary of the
hanging of Guru.

He had been out on bail
since March 2016, and was
provided police security.
Delhi Police is yet to file a
chargesheet in the matter.

Family members wanted to
take his body to Kashmir for the
funeral and informed police
that they did not want a post-
mortem to be conducted as they
didn’t suspect any foul play.

Police, however, have de-
cided to conduct a post-mortem
Friday. The body was shifted
to AlIMS Thursday night.

Man electrocuted in Sonia Vihar

New Delhi: A 26-year-old ac-
countant was electrocuted in
North East Delhi’s Sonia Vihar
Thursday morning. Police said

the victim, Manish Kumar,
came in contact with a high ten-
sion wire while installing lights
for Diwali on his terrace. ENS



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,O0CTOBER 25,2019

BRIEFLY

Nigerian man

detained

New Delhi: ANigerian na-
tional, who has acted in
Bollywood movies, was
apprehended by CISF
personnel at Delhi airport
Thursday for allegedly
overstaying his visitin the
country, officials said.

Astroturf field
inauguratedin
govt school

New Delhi: A new astro-
turf hockey field was in-
augurated in a govern-
ment school in East Delhi
Thursday.

JNU sanitation
staff protest

New Delhi: Several sanita-
tion workers of JNU have
gone on strike on a host of
issues, the most recent be-
ing the denial of Diwali
bonus. However, the con-
tractor said they can dis-
burse the bonus only if
money is allotted by the
varsity. The V-C could not
be reached for comment.

Snatcher

targets woman

New Delhi: A 45-year-old
woman journalist of a
leading English daily was
robbed of her phone while
sitting in an autorickshaw
by a man on foot in Darya
Ganj Thursday.

‘Stop guest
faculty

appointment’

New Delhi: The National
Commission for Backward
(Classes has asked the prin-
cipal of Satyawati College
to stop appointment of
guest faculty,and respond
to allegations that reserva-
tion policy was violated in
appointments. The princi-
pal did not comment. ENS

EXPANSION PART OF ONGOING HEALTH SCHEME

Delhi govt to offer 1,000 free
surgeries at private hospitals

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE DELHI government is set to
widen the ambit of its health
scheme, whereby people who are
given a waiting time of over 30
days forasurgery or procedure at
a Delhi government hospital are
eligible for free treatment at em-
panelled private hospitals.

Under the expansion, 1,016
surgical, 123 oncology and 10
neonatal procedures, as well as
six medical packages, have been
made part of the 86 surgeries al-
ready covered under the Delhi
Arogya Kosh (DAK) — a corpus
that funds various health
schemes for residents of Delhi.
This includes implants as well as
treatment for vector-borne dis-
eases, sources said.

4,654 patients got cashless
treatment till June 2019

With the additions, all treat-
ment covered under the Centre-
run Ayushman Bharat scheme
will fallunder the DAK. The Delhi
government has not imple-
mented the Centre’s scheme in
the city yet, calling their scheme
better. Only Delhi voters will be
eligible for the scheme. Children
below 19 years of age will be eli-
gible on the basis of the voter

identity card of their parents,
along with Aadhaar card or birth
certificate from Delhi.

The free surgery scheme was
launched in March 2017 and 56
private healthcare providers have
been empanelled by the govern-
ment. Till June 2019, a total of
4,654 patients received cashless
treatment under the scheme.

Under Ayushman Bharat, free
secondary and tertiary treatment
worth Rs 7,901 crore has been
availed in 32 states and UTs.
Procedures like cardiology, or-
thopaedics, radiation, oncology,
cardio-thoracic and vascular sur-
gery, and urology have emerged
as the top tertiary specialties.

In Delhi, the packages will in-
clude cost incurred during
pre-anaesthetic check-up; inves-
tigations; medicines and con-
sumables; bed charges; diet

charges; consultation; and nurs-
ing care, among others, and will
specify the duration of admission.

“We held a meeting on
October 21 to discuss package
rates... We are expecting that
around 100 NABH-accredited
hospitals will be able to offer the
facilities,” said the official, adding
that private hospitals can’t deny
treatment to any patient if they
have the service.

“This scheme is a win-win sit-
uation for private and govern-
ment hospitals. We are paying
more than the rate decided under
the Ayushman Bharat scheme. A
private hospital will be paid 10%
to 40% over what the Ayushman
Bharat scheme offers,” said pres-
ident of Delhi Medical Council
Dr Arun Gupta, who has been
elected to the newly formed gov-
erning body of DAK.

Out for poll duty, several govt school
teachers miss class for nearly a month

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

EVEN AS Delhi government
schools are under pressure to
improve board exam results,
some schools have been missing
asizeable portion of their teach-
ing staff for close to a month as
they have been deputed for elec-
toral roll revision duty for the up-
coming Assembly polls.

As per the original order is-
sued by the SDM’s (Election) of-
fice, poll work was supposed to
have concluded on September
30. However, the date for teach-
ers to re-join schools has been
extended twice — first to
October 15 and then to October
25.These duties are delegated to
teachers at the level of Assembly
constituencies, and the duration

of deputation might differ from
one constituency to another.
AschoolinTrilokpuri has had
12 regular teachers deputed
since September 23. Another has
had 11 permanent and one guest
teacher missing in action for the
same duration. With Trilokpuri
being a densely populated area,
the period has been extended
multiple times to complete work.
In Gandhi Nagar constituency, it
has been extended till October 31.
“The 12 teachers comprise a
significant part of the teaching
staff of 29 regular and 15 guest
teachers; they include those who
teach maths, science to classes X

and XlI students. Starting October,
we began urging teachers to pro-
duce 100% class X and XII results
but we are left without means,”
said the head of the school.

In 2007, the practice of de-
ploying government school
teachers for non-educational pur-
poses, such as poll duty, during
school hours was challenged in
the Supreme Court. The court had
directed that “all teaching staff
shall be put on duties of roll revi-
sions and election work on holi-
days and non-teaching days...”
However, officials said shortage
of poll staff meant the order has
not been put into practice.

Atthe Trilokpurischool, teach-
ers who have a free period have
been asked to look after classes.
“Teachersare deputed every time
polls come around. This needs to
be revised; schools and their
teaching requirements cannot be
accorded such little priority,” said
the head of another school.

Meanwhile, some schools in
North West Delhi said teachers
rejoined on October 1.

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

IN A report to the Delhi govern-
ment, a Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) audit of shelter
homes for women and children
inthe national capital has flagged
grave instances of sexual and
physical abuse inaround 14 facil-
ities. The instances of sexual
abuse in the guise of “punish-
ment”,as detailed in the 143-page
report, include insertion of “chilli
powder in private parts, throw-
ing hot water, beatings, denial of
food” and other humiliations like
giving group baths to inmates
having serious mental illnesses.
The report, commissioned by
the Delhi Commission for
Women on the government’s di-
rections, was discussed in a meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal Tuesday. The
“grave concerns” pertain mostly
to shelters run by individuals and
NGOs. Serious cases of abuse
were immediately dealt with, in-
cluding filing police complaints,
said a Delhi government official.
At a privately-run centre in
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At 14 shelter homes in city,
audit finds instances of abuse

South West Delhi, where resi-
dents include destitute women
and victims of trafficking aged
above 18 years, “a resident re-
ported a shocking incident of sex-
ual abuse where she was made to
remove her salwar and chilli
powder was inserted in her
vagina.Inanotherincident, ares-
ident shared that hot water was
thrown on her as punishment”,
the report stated.

Atagirls’ home in South West
Delhi, an inmate received similar
treatment for urinating in bed.

“The staff reportedly did this
in front of everyone in the dining
hall... This was often repeated,
leaving the child with deep
trauma and fear. The girls were
constantly intimidated of conse-
quences if they discussed issues...
with anyone,” said the report.

ADelhi government-run cen-
tre for children in North East Delhi
threw up alarming findings, in-
cluding availability of two buckets
for over 60 girls, “compelling
them to take bath in the open”;
broken glasses of dormitories;
cold rooms. “While blankets were
there in the store, same were not
given to children. Also, girls were

made to share beds due to severe
shortage of cots and mattresses.
When asked about it, a staff
member tried to justify it saying
the girls like it that way as it keeps
them warm,” the report said.

InNorth West Delhi, at a facil-
ity meant for women suffering
from mental illnesses, residents
reported beatings, being locked
up and food deprivation as
punishment for disobedience.
Residents also received no
psychiatric or counselling sup-
port, the audit found.

“The overall situation of insti-
tutions in Delhi was found to be
satisfactory. Most institutions
were following the rules govern-
ing them; providing residents
with crucial amenities... While
some homes stood out for provid-
ing exemplary services,a handful
were found to be working in con-
travention to the rules,” itadded.

A government official said
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia have as-
sured action soon. The audit was
carried out by ‘Koshish’, a field ac-
tion project of TISS, which had
unearthed the Muzaffarpur shel-
ter home abuse.

CM unveils new facilities at hospital

New Delhi: Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal inaugurated new serv-
ices, including open-heart sur-
gery, at Rajiv Gandhi Super-
Speciality Hospital in East Delhi
Thursday. Speaking at the event,
Kejriwal said that since 2015, the
footfall in Delhi government
hospitals has doubled to six
crore.

The increased numbers,
Kejriwal said, are a “big challenge”

INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDY
IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

An Autonomous Institute under
Department of Science and Technology,

CM at the launch. Amit Mehra

but added that the government
has plans to “scale up facilities”.

The Rajiv Gandhi Super-
Speciality Hospital will now
have anICU; OT complex; hepa-
tobiliary, bariatric and metabolic
surgery centres; and gastroen-
terology, officials said. The hos-
pital has 200 beds. ENS

DELHI STATE AIDS CONTROL SOCIETY

Applications/ Walk In interviews are being invited under National AIDS Control
Programme positions at DSACS (HQ)/DAPCUs/ ART Centres/ CoE/OST Centres/
ICTC/Blood Banks/SRL/for various positions (DD (CST) DD (ICTC), AD (CST),
AD(VBD), AD (GIPA), Administrative Officer, M& E Officer, Research
Fellow(Medical), Research Fellow (NonMedical), SMO, MO, Nurse, ANM, Data
Manger, Care coordinator, Attendant, Divisional Assistant programme, Account
Assistant, Technical Officer, Counsellors, Lab Technician, etc.), purely on contractual
basis. Interested candidates may visit DSACS web
(http://164.100.72.17/wps/wcm/connect/doit_dsacs/DSACS/Home/ ->Vacancies
and results) for further details.

DIP/Shabdarth/ 0893/19-20 Addl. Project Director

EXTENSION IN LAST DATE

The last date for submission of Application Forms in respect
of various Teaching Post Advertised Vide Notification No. 07
of 2019 dated 24.07.2019, is hereby extended till 4th
November, 2019.

The detailed notification along with application form is avail-
able on University website: www.cukashmir.ac.in. Eligible
Candidates can obtain the application forms from the
Recruitment Section Central University of Kashmir, Green

Campus, Duderhama, Ganderbal.

No. 07 of 2019
Dated: 23.10.2019
Contact No. 0194-2416030

Sd/-
Registrar (l/c).

Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET), a constituent unit of National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), invites entries (educational
e-contents/audio/video/new media/interactives) for the above-mentioned Festival.
These programs should be produced for children aged 5 to 18 years. The last date
for submission of entries is December 15, 2019.

For further details about criteria and entry form please visit:
https://ciet.nic.in/ict-mela.php

davp 21104/11/0029/1920

Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET)

National Council of Educational Research and Training
Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi- 110016.

Govt. of India,
Paschim Boragaon, Garchuk, Guwahati-781035
Advt No: 212 Date: 17.10.2019

The Institute of Advanced Study in Science and
Technology (IASST), Guwahati an autonomous
R&D Institute under the Department of Science and
Technology, Govt. of India invites applications for
admission into the Ph.D. program for the year 2019-
20 under Regular Ph.D. programme of IASST
Application should be tilled up online at
http://iasst.gov.in within 15 days of publication of
this advertiesement. Please refer to the detailed
advertisement published in the website
http://iasst.gov.in.

davp 36117/11/0010/1920 Registrar, IASST

Government of India
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways

Filling up of the post of Member (Tech.) & Member (Project)
in National Highways Authority of India, New Delhi.

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up of
one post of Member (Tech.) & Member (Project) in the (pre-
revised) pay scale of Rs. 67,000-79,000/-(6th CPC) / Level 15
as per 7th CPC in the National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI),a statutory body under the Ministry entrusted with the
task of implementation of National Highways Projects.

Eligible Officers in the Central Government or State
Government or Public Sector Undertaking or an Autonomous
Body are encouraged to apply. The details of qualifications,
eligibility, expected duties and other terms and conditions of
service are available at the websites of the Ministry
http://www.morth.nic.in and NHAI http://www.nhai.gov.in.
The last date of receipt of application shall be 45 days; 5.00
PM w.e.f. the date of publication of this advertisement. No
advertisement will be published in the Employment News. All
those who have applied in response to the earlier
advertisements and possess the requisite qualifications for the
post of Member (Tech.) & Member (Project) in National
Highway Authority of India as per this advertisement may apply
afresh.

davp 37101/11/0006/1920

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Ministry of Human Resource Development

(Department of School Education & Literacy)
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF JOINT DIRECTOR,
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH AND TRAINING (NCERT)
Applications/Nominations are invited in prescribed proforma from
eligible candidates for the - post of Joint Director, National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), having the Pay Scale
of Rs. 1,44,200-2,18,200/- (Academic Level - 14) (pre-revised pay
band of Rs. 37,400 to Rs. 67,000 (PB-4) with AGP of Rs. 10,000/-).
The appointment will be for a period upto 5 years or till the age of 65
years or until further orders, whichever is earlier. For Eligibility and
other details refer to our advertisement in the Employment News -
dated 12.10.2019 and/or-visit the website of NCERT viz

www.ncert.nic.in
Applications Nominations duly prepared in the prescribed proforma
should reach Shri I.S. Rautela. Deputy Secretary to the Government
of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Department of
School Education & Literacy, Room No. 503, D-Wing, Shastri
Bhawan, New Delhi-110001, through proper channel, within 30 days
from the date of publication of the advertisement in the Employment
News.

davp-21104/11/0007/1920
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10 THE CITY

1,728 UNAUTHORISED COLONIES GET LEGAL TAG

Regularisation push: DDA
touseimages fromISRO

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

TO MAP the boundaries of 1,728
unauthorised colonies in the cap-
ital, which received the Centre’s
approval to be regularised, the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has sourced satellite im-
ages from the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO). It
will also seek help from Survey
of India, Department of Science
and Technology, said DDA vice-
chairperson Tarun Kapoor.

The key responsibility of im-
plementing the Centre’s deci-
sion lies with the DDA, the city’s
land-owning agency, which has
setitself an ambitious deadline
of three months to execute the
project.

Kapoor said the DDA held a
meeting with senior officials of
the revenue department, and it
has been decided that a portal
will be developed to facilitate
the process of registration of
properties.

Since 2015, the Delhi govern-
ment has tried to demarcate
boundaries using four different
methods, including drones.

According to a senior govern-
ment official, the main problem
with demarcating areas was that
maps provided by different
agencies had different outlines:
“Maps provided by RWAs were
from 2007-09. Since then, the

Pandav Nagar is on the list of colonies that will be

regularised. Abhinav Saha

area has expanded. Shajra maps
from the 19th and 20th centuries
did not have measurements in
metric terms... when converted,
they turned out to be confusing.
The fixed points used in these
maps, such as ponds, walls or pil-
lars, have now disappeared. We
gota survey done but it had sev-
eral inaccuracies.”

Sources said the earlier plan
to demarcate boundaries using
Google Earth images had not
given desired results, and the
DDA was forced to reach out to
ISRO and Survey of India.

The agency will also build a
local area plan — a layout for the
1,728 colonies, which will have
details of the number of parks,
schools and other amenities that
have to be provided.

“At a later stage, we will also

draw up local area plans with
recreation and community cen-
tres, green patches and areas
that promote walkability,” said a
senior official.

The process, however, comes
with its own set of challenges as
the existing geography of several
colonies do not allow for much al-
teration. “In several colonies, the
space between two housesis just
two feet. The plans need detailed
deliberations,” said a DDA official.

Officials said they will also
have to tackle multiple claims for
asingle land, as several disputed
areas are mired in court cases.
Moreover, there s little clarity on
how millions of ownership doc-
uments will be verified. “There
are chances of people fudging
documents to meet the cut-off
date of 2015,” the official said.

DELHI JAL BOARD GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAST) |
M 16 MAYUR VIHAR PKT E PHASE Il NEW DELHI 110091

Sl. Name of Work
No.

01 Improvement of water supply by replacement of 31,08,200.00 62,200.00 500.00

PRESS NOTICE TENDER
NIT NO. 37/East-1/(2019-20)

Estimated Earnest Tender
Contract Value Money Fee
(ECV)/ Amount (EMD)

put to tender

150 mm dia Cl water line along CR road from
Lalita Park to D-Block in Laxami Nagar

constituency AC-58 in East-|

02 Shifting of existing sewer line from Ravidass 29,40,747.00 58,900.00 500.00

Camp JJ Cluster to main carriage way on

Mother Dairy Patparganj road in East-I

(Re-invited)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V 475/2019-20

Date of Release of

Last Date/Time of

tender in E- receipt of tender

Procurement Solution E-Procurement

& Tender ID No. Solution
23.10.2019 11.11.2019
2019_DJB_182811_1 At
03:15 PM
23.10.2019 11.11.2019
2019_DJB_182811_3 At
03:15 PM

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAST)-I

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (N) -l
NEAR TRANSPORT AUTHORITY MAIN BURARI ROAD DELHI- 84
NIT No. 59 (Item No. 1,2,3,4) (2019-20) EE (North)-ll

S. Name of Work
No.

1. Improvement of sewerage system by P/L 48,24,532/-
250,300 and 400 mm dia sewer line and making

Date of release of
tender in
e-procurement solution

23.10.2019
03 P.M. onward

Estimated
Cost in
(Rs.)

Interconnection by HDD method in CW Block
Sanjay Gandhi Transport Nagar in AC-05 under

E.E. (North)-II
.D. (2019_DJB_182785_1)

2. Improvement of sewerage system by replacing of 45,29,697/-
250 mm dia sewer line to 300 mm dia sewer pipe

23.10.2019
03 P.M. onward

line from Tikona Park to Laxmi Dharam Kanta in

Badli Village in AC-05 under E.E. (North)-II

.D. (2019_DJB_182785_2)

3. Provinding and Laying of 100/150 mm dia water 43,03,963/-
line in SSI Jahangir Puri in AC-04 under E.E.

(North)-II
.D. (2019_DJB_182785_3)

23.10.2019
03 P.M. onward

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 477/2019-20

Earnest Tender fee
Money

96500/-

90600/-

86,100/-

Last date/ time of receipt of
tender through e-
procurement solution

Technical bid will be received
13.11.2019, 3.00 PM & opening
of Financial bid after completion
of technical bid & confirmation of
EMD from Bank

(Non-
refundable)

500/-

500/- Technical bid will be received
13.11.2019, 3.00 PM & opening
of Financial bid after completion
of technical bid & confirmation of
EMD from Bank

500/- Technical bid will be received
13.11.2019, 3.00 PM & opening
of Financial bid after completion
of technical bid & confirmation of
EMD from Bank

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (N)-lI

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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At RK Puram unauthorised colony tagged
affluent, residents say houses just 100 sq yards

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

A MOTOR-MECHANIC spread-
ing out car parts in front of his
apartment, an elderly man rest-
ing on a charpoy — the narrow
lanes of Anant Ram Dairy resem-
ble those in other neighbour-
hoods of Delhi. Located in the
heart of R K Puram, this neigh-
bourhood though is one of the
69 unauthorised colonies cate-
gorised as “affluent” colonies.

On Wednesday, the central
government cleared a proposal
toregularise 1,728 unauthorised
colonies in the city. These do
not include the 69 “affluent”
colonies — with Sainik Farms in
South Delhi, Mahendru Enclave
in North West Delhi and Anant
Ram Dairy being the three that
Union Minister Hardeep Puri
spoke about.

Anant Ram Dairy is one of the 69 ‘affluent’ unauthorised
colonies that won’t be regularised. Express

Residents of Anant Ram
Dairy, meanwhile, insist that
their neighbourhood is nothing
like the other two.

“There is no property in the

neighbourhood which is larger
than 200 square yards. Most are
around 30 square yards... others
are 50 and 100 square yards.
How is this a wealthy or affluent

Ahead of polls, BJP to hold
outreach drive on regularisation

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

FOLLOWING THE Centre’s deci-
sion to grant ownership rights to
over 1,700 unauthorised colonies
in the capital, the BJP central lead-
ership has asked the state unit to
talk about the move at the grass-
root level, by holding outreach
programmes in each district
ahead of the Assembly polls.

To this end, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Manoj Tiwari Thursday
stayed the night at Shashi Garden
in Patparganj. Talking to people
about the decision, he appealed
to them to vote for the party.

BJP leader Neelkant Bakshi
said the party has also prepared
posters, with photos of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Tiwari, calling the move a
“Diwali gift”. Around 2 lakh
posters will be put up across the
capital, he said. Earlier in the day,
Minister of State for Home

Tiwari at Shashi Garden in Patparganj, Thursday. Express

Affairs Nityanand Rai visited Raja
Vihar, an unauthorised colony,
along with Leader of Opposition
Vijender Gupta and North West
Delhi MP Hans Raj Hans.

Rai, who is one of the in
charges for the Delhi Assembly
polls, said that the Centre will
leave no stone unturned to en-
sure the process of regularisation
and giving ownership rights
starts at the earliest. Hans said he
willinvest his MP fund to provid-
ing civic facilities in unauthorised

colonies.

Party leaders have also been
asked to send reports of the
feedback they get from the
colonies to senior leaders, said
BJP women’s wing president
Poonam Parashar Jha.

Post Diwali, the BJP will
launch Phase II of the outreach
programme in the colonies in
which senior leaders and morcha
presidents will be given respon-
sibility of a district each, said a
senior leader.

colony? We are trying to geta
date to meet the Housing
Minister to present our case, and
to ask that a team be sent to con-
duct an enquiry into why this
colony has been included in the
list,” said Ashok Phalwan, presi-
dent of the residents’ association.

The neighbourhood, in exis-
tence since 1952, occupies 16
acres nestled in the midst of gov-
ernment housing complexes in
RK Puram. Unlike many unau-
thorised colonies, all basic
amenities are in place here —
permanent water and electricity
connections, pucca roads, func-
tioning sewage and drainage
system and streetlights. But res-
idents claim that the “unautho-
rised” tag continues to pose a
problem for them.

“We're paying house tax to
the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and develop-
ment charge for the facilities.

But because we’re not recog-
nised as legitimate, we cannot
develop the area or even carry
out repairs properly,” said Anil
Lal, a resident who works in
household interiors.

While residents claimed
they do not know why the
neighbourhood has been
counted amongst the affluent
colonies, they weighed in on the
possible reasons. The neigh-
bourhood has housed former
ministers PR Kumaramangalam
and Dinesh Singh.

“Why should the 250 other
families living here suffer be-
cause two prominent people
lived here? Another reason
might be thatitis the only unau-
thorised colony in the posh
NDMC area. But it has grown
over time from the hutments
which housed dairy farmers,”
said advocate and resident
Ashok Singh.

AAP rallies thank
Kejriwal for move

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

A DAY after the Union Cabinet
cleared the proposal to transfer
property rights to residents of
unauthorised colonies, the AAP
Thursday took out “dhanyawad
yatras” across the city, crediting
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
for “forcing the Centre to bend”.

Through the local-level gath-
erings, the AAP essentially sought
to push the message that the
Centre could not have made its
move had the Delhi government
not sent its proposal in 2015, a
narrative set by Kejriwal himself
Wednesday. The yatras were
mostly led by AAP MLAs.

“After five years of struggle
by Kejriwal, finally, the Centre
had to bend. Now, people living
inunauthorised colonies of Delhi
will also get a respectful life,”
AAP said in a statement.

On November 2, 2015, the
Delhi Cabinet had cleared a pro-
posal toregularise 1,797 colonies
and 10 days later, on November
12, the proposal was sent to the
Centre. “The Centre sat on our
proposal, citing pending work of
mapping the colonies. How have
they done it now? After all, the
DDA itself is admitting that the
mapping exercise will take at
least three months,” a senior AAP
leader said.

“The Delhi government wrote
several letters to the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre and requested
them to take a decision on this
proposal as soon as possible, but
the Central government did not
take any step. Not waiting for the
Centre’s decision, the Kejriwal
government sanctioned develop-
mentworks worth Rs 6,000 crore
for these colonies. And now the
Centre has approved the decision
of the Delhi government,” the
AAP statement added.

DU students claim beaten
up at bar, police file FIR

New Delhi: Four DU law students
sustained injuries after they were
allegedly beaten up by bouncers
at a bar in North West Delhi’s
Mukherjee Nagar Wednesday .

DCP (North West) Vijayanta
Aryasaid, “We havelodged an FIR
against the bouncers; efforts are
on to nab them,” adding that a
few weeks ago, an FIR had been
lodged against the same bar for
serving hookah.

Police said the complaint
was filed by a second-year stu-
dentat DU’s Faculty of Law. “The
student invited his friends to the
bar to celebrate his birthday. As
they were dancing, one of his
friends requested the D] to
change the song. When the D] re-
fused, a heated argument en-
sued. Abouncer intervened and

started beating the students,”
said a senior police officer. The
student alleged he and his friends
were taken down and attacked by
other bouncers. “The bouncers
claimed they were misbehaving
in the bar. The group received
grievousinjuries,” said the officer.
After the incident, around 200
students turned up at Kingsway
Camp to protest, causing traffic
snarls. They dispersed after police
assured action would be taken.
Former DUSU president Shakti
Singh alleged, “Police did not co-
operate in the matter and were
shielding the accused instead.”
Police, however, said a case
has also been filed against the
bar’s owner for not carrying out
verification of his employees, in-
cluding the bouncers. ENS
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Amid chill, India & Pak sign
oecarconrentiat nact on Kartarpur Corridor

NEW INSIGHTS

IF, AFTER his 2014 win, there were a series of books on the polit-
icallife and achievements of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, au-
thors are now coming out with not-so-well-known facts about
his tryst with foreign policy before he was elected to the top post.
In his new book Modiplomacy -Through a Shakespearean Prism,
former diplomat TP Sreenivasan (who was then deputy chief of
mission at the Indian embassy, Washington DC) narrates anin-
cident which show that Modi had played a key role in strength-
ening the draft US Congress resolution to push the Bill Clinton ad-
ministration in demanding that Pakistan withdraw from Kargil.
“As requested by Clinton Pakistan Prime Minister went to
Washington on4]July, America’s Independence Day,and agreed
to withdraw and end the Kargil war,” the book says. According
to the author, Modi, the organisation general secretary then, who
was visiting the US, had sought reopening of the text of the draft
private resolution to make it stronger.

PRESSING M ATTERS

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah on Thursday cancelled his visits
to events of central agencies as the Haryana and Maharashtra
election results began filtering in. Shah, who is also the BJP
president, was the chief guest at the ITBP Raising Day parade.
He was also supposed to address a conference of Anti-Terrorism
Squads from across the country organised by the NIA. But the
minister did not attend either of them. In his absence, MoS
Home G Kishan Reddy presided over the [TBP event. There was
no official word on why he cancelled his visits.

Boo0OST BEFORE POLL

THE RELEASE of Karnataka Congress leader D K Shivakumar
from jail has given a boost to the party in a state gearing up for a
big electoral battle in December. Bypolls to 15 of the 17 vacant
Assembly seats will be held on December 5, and the outcome is
critical for the stability of the BS Yediyurappa government. There
is speculation that Shivakumar, who has been virtually the go-
to man for Central leaders in the state, could be given a big re-
sponsibility. Congress leaders did not rule out the possibility of
him being appointed state Congress chief, but added that much

will depend on his plans, too.

FIRST IMPRESSION

STANDING COMMITTEES have usually acted as critics of depart-
ments they are supposed to scrutinise. Railways is no different.
However, officers attending the meeting of the new Standing
Committee on Railways earlier this week got a different vibe.
Headed by BJP MP Radha Mohan Singh, the meeting mostly
talked about how well the transporter was functioning. While
nothing can be made of the first meeting, officials are of the view
that this committee may not be as “tough” as previous ones.

In refusing Justice
Mishra’s recusal, SC
relied on two verdicts
by CJI-led benches

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE FIVE-JUDGE Constitution
bench hearing a case on the in-
terpretation of a provision of the
Land Acquisition Act refused re-
cusal of Justice Arun Mishra from
the bench by relying on two
judgments delivered by benches
headed by former Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Dipak Mishra.

The verdicts, delivered in
2018, had held that the CJI has
the last word in assigning cases
to other benches.

The petitioners — land asso-
ciations — had sought Justice
Mishra’s recusal on the ground
that he had delivered the 2018
verdict, which has to be recon-
sidered, in which the court devi-
ated from the settled law and
subsequently sought a larger
bench hearing on the issue.

Among the judgments cited,
Justice Mishra relied upon a
three-judge bench’s ruling in
Asok Pande v. Supreme Court of
India, and another ruling by a
five-judge bench in Campaign
for Judicial Accountability and
Reforms v. Union of India.

Both benches, headed by
then CJI Dipak Misra, reiterated
that there cannot be any “mis-
trust in functioning of the office
of the (JI” (then Misra).

While Asok Pande’s plea had
challenged the CJI's powers to
assign cases to other benches,
following allegations that CJI
Misra was “selecting assigning
cases” to Justice Arun Mishra, the
Constitution bench was set up to

Justice Arun
Mishra

overturn an order of a two-judge
bench tosetupalargerbenchto
hear a matter of alleged bribes
taken in the name of judges.

Justice Arun Mishra was also
part of the five-judge bench
hearing the latter case.

At a press conference in
January 2018, four then-most
senior judges of the Supreme
Court — CJI Ranjan Gogoi (then
second in seniority) and Justices
J Chelameswar, Madan Lokur,
Kurian Joseph (now retired) —
had expressed concern that sig-
nificant cases were being as-
signed by CJI Misra to Justice
Arun Mishra.

Refusing to recuse from the
case, Justice Mishra said, “There
may not be even one judge in
this court who has not taken a
view one way or the other con-
cerning Section 24 of the Act of
2013, eitherin this courtorin the
High Court. If the submission is
accepted, no judge will have the
power to decide such a matter
on the judicial side. We have to
deal with cases every day in
which similar or somewhat dif-
ferent questions are involved
concerning the same provision.

“For having taken a view
once, if recusal is to be made, it
would be very difficult to get a
judge to hear and decide a ques-
tion of law.”

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
& SHUBHAJIT ROY
GURDASPUR, NEW DELHI,
OCTOBER 24

AMID STRAINED ties between
India and Pakistan over Jammu
and Kashmir, New Delhi and
Islamabad Thursday finally
signed the ‘Kartarpur Sahib
Corridor Agreement’ on the zero
line at Dera Baba Nanak in
Gurdaspur to facilitate the visit of
Indian pilgrims to Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib Kartarpur.

The signing comes after hec-
tic negotiations over the last year,
with Delhi and Islamabad agree-
ing on most major issues except
a$20 fee to be levied by Pakistan
per pilgrim on which India has
sought a relook.

The agreement is significant
sinceit’s essentially a confidence-
building measure that comes at
a time when the two countries
haven’t held bilateral talks amid
a series of incidents: terrorist at-
tacks in Pathankot, Uri and
Pulwama, Balakot air strikes,
downgrading of diplomatic ties,
withdrawal of Most Favoured
Nation status, snapping of trade
ties, and cancelling of bus, train
and even postal services.

The corridor will be opened
on November 9 with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan inaugurating the facility in
their respective countries. It will
be open for the public from
November 10. A website — in
Punjabi and English — for pil-
grims to book their visit
(prakashpurb550.mha.gov.in)
was also made live Thursday.

The agreement has been
signed for five years and can be
extended or terminated with no-
tice of one month. Kartarpur
Sahib Gurdwara is the resting
place of Guru Nanak Devand one
of most sacred of Sikh religious
sites due to its historical value.

Ready to hear
disqualified MLAs:
Karnataka House
Speaker to SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE KARNATAKA Assembly
Speaker told the Supreme Court
on Thursday that he was ready
to hear the 17 MLAs who were
disqualified by his predecessor,
K R Ramesh Kumar, and take a
“fresh call” on the issue.

The current Assembly
Speaker is V Hegde Kageri.

Kumar had disqualified
these 17 MLAs, leading to the
fall of the Congress-JD(S) coali-
tion government headed by the
then chief minister H D
Kumaraswamy in Karnataka.

Kumaraswamy had re-
signed after losing a trust vote,
which paved the way for the
BJP-led government in the state
under B S Yediyurappa

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the office
of the Speaker, told a bench
headed by Justice N V Ramana
that under the scheme of
Constitution, a lawmaker has a
right to resign and speaker
should acceptit.

“We have no difficulty in
hearing them all and take a
fresh call,” Mehta told the
bench, also comprising justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Krishna
Murari.

Indian and Pakistani officials sign the agreement at Dera Baba Nanak on Thursday. ANI

The key points for pilgrims are:

M Indian pilgrims of all faiths
and persons of Indian origin can
use the corridor.

M While a Pakistani visa will
not be required, pilgrims will
have to carry valid passports.
Persons of Indian origin will need
to carry OCl cards with passports
of their country.

M The corridor will be open
fromdawn to dusk, and pilgrims
travelling in the morning will
have to return the same day.

M The corridor will be opera-
tional through the year, excepton
notified days.

M Pilgrims canvisit as individ-
uals or in groups, travel on foot.

M Indiawill send the list of pil-
grims to Pakistan 10 days ahead
of their travel dates.
Confirmation will be sent to pil-
grims four days earlier.

In a statement, India said the
main point of discussion contin-
ues to be the insistence of
Pakistan on levying US$ 20
(aboutRs 1,420)as service charge
per pilgrim per visit.

It said that India has consis-
tently urged Pakistan to not levy
any fee. However, it said, India
agreed to sign the agreement in
the interests of the pilgrims and
timely operationalisation of the

corridor before the 550th
Prakash Purb.

India also said that it contin-
ues to pursue all-weather con-
nectivity through the corridor.In
this context, the government has
built a bridge on the Indian side
and a temporary service road as
an interim arrangement.

“It is expected that Pakistan
will fulfil the assurance that it
would build the bridge on their
side at the earliest,” the state-
ment said. It also said that provi-
sions are made for facilitation of
pilgrims. “All the required infra-
structure, including the highway
and the passenger terminal
building, are nearing comple-
tion... Arobust security architec-
ture has been put in place while
facilitating smooth and easy pas-
sage of pilgrims,” it said.

Referring to mandatory reg-
istration on the website, the
statement said pilgrims will be
informed by SMS and email of
the confirmation of registration
3-4 days in advance of travel.

An electronic travel authori-
sation will also be generated,
which will have to be produced
along with passports at the pas-
senger terminal building, it said.

At the signing, the Indian del-
egation was headed by SCL Das,

INX MEDIA MONEY-LAUNDERING CASE

Delhi court sends Chidambaram
to ED custody till October 30

ANAND MOHAN J &
PRITAMPALSINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

A DELHI court on Thursday sent
former Union  minister
P Chidambaram to the
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)
custody until October 30 in the
INX Media money-laundering
case.

Special Judge Ajay Kumar
Kuhar allowed the ED to interro-
gate the senior Congress leader
for another seven days, after he
was produced before him on ex-
piry of his earlier seven days of
remand. The judge also said that
Chidambaram be taken to AIIMS
immediately in case of any med-
ical complication, after his coun-
sel, senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
submitted that his client’s health
was a matter of serious concern
and he has been seriously ill due
toacute stomach pain, the cause
of which, doctors have not been
able to diagnose.

After getting bail in the INX
Media corruption case from the
Supreme Court, Chidambaram
had moved the Delhi High Court
for bail in the money-laundering
case, saying he was “innocent”
and “wrongly implicated”.

EXPLAINED

India against
conflation with
talks process

NEW DELHI has main-
tained that the Kartarpur
corridor is not to be con-
flated with the bilateral
dialogue process with
Pakistan, as it is for pil-
grimage and in line with
the sentiments and faith
of the Sikh community.

[slamabad, on the
other hand, has por-
trayed the move asa
peace gesture towards
India.

Additional Secretary in Ministry
of Home Affairs while Pakistan
was led by Dr Mohammad Faisal,
D-G South Asia and spokesper-
son of Pakistan’s Foreign Office.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Strategic ties,
migration, oil:
key agenda of
PM’s Saudi visit

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

IN A bid for strategic depth and
focus to their growing relation-
ship, India and Saudi Arabia will
sign an agreement on establish-
ing the India-Saudi Arabia
Strategic Partnership Council
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Riyadh on October
29. The council will be headed
by Modi and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

Modi, who will depart for
Riyadh on October 28, will meet
Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud and hold delegation-
level talks with the crown
prince. The Prime Minister will
also deliver the keynote address
at the third edition of Saudi
Arabia’s annual investment fo-
rum, the Future Investment
Initiative.

MEA secretary (economic re-
lations) T S Tirumurti said
Riyadh has shown “understand-
ing” about the recent develop-
ments in Jammu and Kashmir
and it has had a “salutary effect”
on Pakistan.

During Modi’s visit, the ma-
jor pacts to be signed will in-
clude an MoU to roll out the
RuPay card - India’s digital pay-
ment system - and one on bring-
ing coordination on e-migration
systems between the two
countries.

The leaders will also discuss
enhancing defence and security
cooperation. The first naval ex-
ercise between the two nations
is tentatively lined up for
December 2019 or January 2020.

On the issue of cross-border
terrorism, Tirumurti said both
India and Saudi Arabia have con-
cerns which reflected in the joint

Former Finance Minister P Chidambaram arrives at the ED office after his custody got
extended till 30th October, in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

The HC on Thursday issued
notice to the ED and sought its
stand on Chidambaram'’s bail
application in the money-laun-
dering case within a week.
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait fixed
the matter for further hearing on
November 4.

Referring to the apex court’s
bail order, which said that he is
not a “flight risk” and a mere
averment that he allegedly ap-

proached witnesses, without
any basis, cannot be a reason to
deny regular bail, his bail plea
before the HC said that the “in-
stant criminal proceedings are
mala fide and borne out of polit-
ical vendetta, and that the inves-
tigating agency is acting at the
behest of the Central govern-
ment, which wants to malign his
untainted and unimpeachable
reputation”.

He also contended that his
health condition is "fragile”.

The ED, represented by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
and advocate N K Matta, asked
for seven-day custody. Mehta
said Chidambaram was asked a
total of 65 questions during his
custody from October 17 to 23
and the pace of Chidambaram’s
answer “substantially and dras-
tically decreased”.

None of us have a choice: Apex court on privacy issue

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

“NONE OF us have a choice,” the
Supreme Court remarked on
Thursday ata hearing on how pri-
vate entities were taking unsus-
pecting users for a ride, and de-
cided toexamineifthe statehada
duty todefend citizens against vi-
olation of their fundamental
rights by such entities.

The words came fromJustice S
Ravindra Bhat, who was part of a
five-judge Constitution bench
headed by Justice Arun Mishra,
hearing a matter related to limits
of free speech by ministers and
those holding high offices.

The question had arisenin the

context of controversial com-
ments by former Uttar Pradesh
minister and Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan following the
2016 Bulandshahr gangrape case.

Senior advocate Harish Salve,
who is amicus curiae in the mat-
ter, told the court that the ques-
tion was important in an era of
growing privatisation. Explaining
why he wanted the court to look
intoit, the senior counsel told the
bench — also comprising Justices
Indira Banerjee, Vineet Saran, M
RShah and SRavindra Bhat — that
he had once appeared ina matter
challenging the user agreement
of asocial media giant. Those who
accepted the user agreement
were also unknowingly allowing
it to read their messages, he said,

adding this was challenged in
court.

During the hearing, the social
media platform’s “brazen reply”
was “thendon’tuse our services”.
Then the government gave a
brazenreply, “in that case we will
ask internet service providers to
block you like they do in China”,
Salve recalled. Following this, the
rules were amended, he said,
adding “when so many unsus-
pecting citizens use such services,
the government is under obliga-
tion to ensure their dignity is pro-
tected”. Joiningissue, Justice Bhat
said “non-state entities exercise
far greater power today”. He
pointed out that there were even
privately-owned cities in the US
and such cities were coming to

India too. Attorney General KK
Venugopal said he was in agree-
ment with Salve’s suggestion.

Justice Bhat gave the example
of author Salman Rushdie.
“Rushdie wrote something that
was objectionable to the entire
Islamic world. There were many
protests eveninIndia. There were
many death threats following
which he was given 24X7 secu-
rity.” He added “today it may be
vigilantes... or private individuals
which may chill your speech” and
asked “what is the state’s duty to
ensure that fundamental rights
are protected?” The AG said the
Rushdie instance was a “different
area”. Disagreeing, Justice Bhat
replied, “It'sthe samearea.It's the
sameright.”

“This is the era of privatisa-
tion,” remarked Justice Shah as
Salve pointed out that the need for
settling the question was never
more important. “Can you tell
youngsters write off your future
in return for something...,” said
Salve adding “don’t they have a
choice?”

“None of us have a choice,”
replied Justice Bhat, adding that
the question of private entities
was left unanswered by Justice P
N Bhagwati in one of his judg-
ments, wondering what was the
need for it then. The court also
agreed to examine Salve’s sugges-
tion on whether persons holding
high office can say whatever they
want and then claim right to free
speech.

Saudi Arabiais a source
for over 17 per cent of
crude oiland

32 per cent of LPG
requirements of India

statement issued after Crown
Prince Salman’s visit here in
February.

The two countries will also fi-
nalise and move ahead on the
ambitious west coast refinery
project in Raigarh, Maharashtra,
which will involve investments
from Saudi oil giant Aramco,
UAE’s Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company and Indian public sec-
tor oil firms.

They are also scheduled to
sign an MoU for a joint venture
between Indian Oil's Middle east
subsidiary - 10C Middle East FZE
- and Saudi company Al Jeri for
downstream cooperation and
setting up a retail fuel business
in the Gulf country.

Saudi Arabia is a key pillar of
India’s energy security, being a
source of over 17 per cent of
crude oil and 32 per cent of LPG
requirements of India.

Both sides are also hoping to
finalise Saudi Arabia’s invest-
ment in India’s National
Infrastructure Investment Fund.
Another key agreement both
sides are eyeing to finalise is in
the area of migration and pro-
tecting interests of Indian work
force in the country. “We hope
to launch the integration of our
e-migration system and the
Saudi system during the prime
minister’s visit,” Tirumurti said.

He said both sides are also
expected to ink an MoU for co-
operation in the area of renew-
able energy.

Naga dispute:
Talks between

govt, NSCN-IM
inconclusive

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE MEETING between the gov-
ernment and Naga group NSCN-
IM, held in New Delhi on
Thursday, remained inconclu-
sive, the group confirmed.
NSCN-IM leaders said that an-
other meeting will be scheduled
within this month.

The meeting was scheduled
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi set a three-month dead-
line to find a solution to the 60-
year Naga dispute, compelling
both the government and the in-
surgent leaders to speed up the
process to meet the October 31
deadline.

Over the past two days,
teams of insurgent leaders, not
just from the NSCN-IM but also
from the Naga National Political
Groups (NNPG) — an umbrella of
seven insurgent groups, started
arriving in New Delhi for talks.

Former NSCN-IM Ceasefire
Monitoring Committee con-
venor K Chawang told The Indian
Express, “The meeting was in-
conclusive. It was a four-hour
meeting which beganat2.30 pm
and was heavily guarded.
Unfortunately, both parties were
unable to reach a solution.
Another meeting will be sched-
uled and will take place, we be-
lieve, within this month. But that
depends on Governor RN Ravi.”

Meanwhile sources said that
Chief Interlocutor and Governor
Ravi was expected to meet the
NNPG separately within the next
few days.

While the bone of contention
between the government and
the NSCN-IM has been that of a
separate flag and constitution for
Nagaland, the NNPG has been far
been more flexible in their con-
ditions, giving up this demand.

Instead, they have demanded
that the seats in the state
Assembly be increased from 60
to 90, that the number of mem-
bers from Nagaland in both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
beincreased, and thatan “upper
house system” be putin placein
Nagaland which is to have
Members of Legislative Councils,
apart from MLAs.
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How long? Come
with clear answers:

SC to J&K on curbs

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE SUPREME Court Thursday
told the J&K administration to
“come with clear answers” on
how long it intends to keep in
place the restrictions imposed
ahead of the August 5 announce-
ment ending the special status of
the state under Article 370.

While the administration
maintained it was reviewing the
situation daily, Justice N V
Ramana, heading a three-judge
bench, questioned Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta who ap-
peared for J&K: “It's already two
months. How long will the restric-
tions be in place?”. Posting the
matter for further hearing on
November 5, Justice Ramana told
Mehta “you have to come with
clear answers”.

The bench, also comprising
Justices R SubhashReddy and BR
Gavali, is hearing Kashmir Times
Executive Editor Anuradha
Bhasin’s petition challenging the
communication blackout im-
posed in the state.

Justice Reddy too said: “You
may impose restrictions from
time to time, but you have to re-
view it daily.”

“We are,” replied Mehta,
adding that 99 per cent of J&RK was
now without movement restric-
tions.

Appearing for the petitioner,
advocate Vrinda Grover said the
Internet shutdown was total.

Mehta protested, saying when
Hizbul Mujahideen commander
Burhan Wani was killed by secu-
rity forces, Internet was shut
down for three months. He won-
dered why no one rushed to the
court then. “This has trans-border
implications,” he said.

Countering him, Grover said
that according to government
data, there wasafallin terror activ-
ities in J&K and this showed there
was no relation between terror
and access to Internet.

The court also fixed November

5asthe date for hearing other pe-
titions including a writ of habeas
corpus by CPM general secretary
Sitaram Yechury on the detention
of party colleague Mohd Yusuf
Tarigami. The lawyer who ap-
peared in the matter requested
the court to permit him to file an
affidavit, saying Tarigami was still
being subjected to the same re-
strictions as earlier in J&K.

The Solicitor General objected:
“Whatdetention? He conducted a
press conference in Delhi yester-
day.”

The courtalso took up the plea
of Asifa Mubeen, challenging the
detention of her husband
Mubeen Ahmed Shah.

Mehta told the court that a
writ of habeas corpus on this had
already been filed in the J&K High
Court and that it had been re-
served for judgment.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing for
the petitioner, said his client did
not have anything to do with that
petition and her consent was not
taken before its filing. He said it
was filed by some lawyer sitting
inNew York “whowanted tobe in
the limelight”.

But Mehta pointed out thatas
per the court, the brother of the
detenu was present in the court
room during the hearing. The pe-
titioner, he said, should wait for
the High Court order. He said there
was now an order of detention
and the petitioner should chal-
lenge that.

When Sankaranarayanan re-
peated his contention, Justice
Reddy asked him: “Did you make
any attempt to withdraw the pe-
tition? What s this? One petition
here, one there.”

Intervening, Attorney General
K K Venugopal said “I think they
should wait forthe HCorder.” The
bench agreed and asked the HCto
decide the matter expeditiously.

It also tagged writ petitions
challenging Article 35A to those
challenging changes to Article 370
which the court had already fixed
for hearing on November 14.

J&K to SC: Situation has
substantially improved

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministration told the Supreme
Courton Thursday that the situ-
ation in the state had “substan-
tially improved” and that “bar-
ring 8-10 police stations,
movement restrictions have
been completely removed”.

An affidavit filed by the “J&K
government” in the top court said
that the state has its own “state-
specific geopolitical relevance”
and the “decisions” pertaining to
it “have always been taken con-
sidering its longstanding history
of terrorism from across the bor-
der, helped and abetted by some
of the elements within the State
inaggravating the same, acting as
agents for the vested interest
across the border”.

The affidavit was inresponse
toapetition by Anuradha Bhasin,
Executive Editor of Kashmir
Times, who claimed that she had
not been able to publish her pa-
per from Srinagar because of the
“communication blackout”.

Justifying the restrictions, the
administration said that the

“menace of abuse of social me-
diain the State by the anti-Indian
forces across the border by
spreading fake news, doctored
videos and morphed images is
so rampant that based upon a
situation prevailing at any given
point of time such restrictions
are required to be resorted to”.
It added that the “situation
has improved substantially and
restrictions initially resorted to
are fully or partially lifted”.
Bhasin had demanded that
the government produce the or-
ders on the basis of which the re-
strictions were put in place.
Hearing the plea last time, the
court had asked why the Centre
was reluctant to share the orders.
The state responded that they
were administrative orders passed
in the interest of national security
and that while it had no problem
sharing them with the court, the
same could not be given to the pe-
titioner, and that the petitioner
could not sitinappeal overit.
Following this, the affidavit
submitted on Thursday annexed
“the reasons and justifications
behind passing of such orders
are obviously never reflected in
the orders as recording such
grounds in the order/s would
defeat the very object of the
order/s”.

Two non-local truckers killed

12 EXPRESS NETWORK

in Shopian, trucks set onfire

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 24

MILITANTS KILLED two non-lo-
cal truckers in South Kashmir’s
Shopian district on Thursday
evening. Police officials said that
another trucker was seriously in-
jured in the attack, and three
trucks laden with fruit were set
on fire.

Officials said that militants
shot at three truckers, killing two
and critically injuring one in
Chitragam area of Shopian.
While the driver was identified
as Ilyas Khan, a resident of Alwar
in Rajasthan, the identity of his
assistant, who was also killed, is
yet to be established.

With this incident, five non-
locals have been killed in the
Valley since October 14.

Kashmir Zone Police tweeted
on Thursday, “Terrorists killed
two civilians in Shopian. One in-
jured has been shifted to the
hospital. Further details shall
follow.”

A senior police official said
that another truck driver identi-
fied as Jeevan Singh from Punjab
was critically injured and shifted
to a local health facility, from

Militants shot at three
truckers, killing two
and leaving one
critically injured. A
manhunt has been
launched to nab the
attackers

where he was referred to a
Srinagar hospital. The two de-
ceased had burninjuries as well,
the official added.

A senior health officer in
Shopian’s Zainapora told The
Indian Express that a truck driver
was brought to the health facility
in Zainapora. “He had bullet
wounds in the abdomen. We re-
ferred him to Srinagar for spe-
cialised treatment,” said the offi-
cer. Sources in Srinagar’s SMHS
hospital, where Singh was ad-
mitted, said that Singh was crit-
ical and being operated on by
doctors.

Officials said that other
truckers escaped from the area
unhurt. An official said the truck-
ers had gone to the interiors of
Shopian: “The area where the at-
tack took place is in the interior.

We are investigating how the
truckers entered that area.”

Soon after the attack, security
forces cordoned off the area and
amanhunt was launched to nab
the attackers.

Last week, a 30-year-old non-
local labourer was killed by mil-
itants in Pulwama district. That
same evening, a non-local fruit
trader was killed while his asso-
ciate was critically injured in a
militant attack in nearby
Shopian district. On October 14,
a non-local truck driver from
Rajasthan was killed while his
truck was set ablaze in Shopian
district.

After the attacks in South
Kashmir, DGP Dilbag Singh had
said that truckers have been ad-
vised not to take their trucks into
the interiors of Shopian, and des-
ignated points have been iden-
tified where fruit would be
loaded in trucks.

Mohammad Ashraf Wani,
president of Fruit Growers and
Dealers Association, Shopian,
said that 300-350 fruit-laden
trucks leave Shopian every day.
“Only 20 per cent of the total
fruit has been sent (outside) so
far. We are yet to send 80 per
cent of the fruit,” he said.

Pak troops shell
Kashmir’s
Tangdhar, one
civilian killed

ADIL AKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 24

ONEWOMAN was killed and four
others were injured after Pakistani
troops resorted to unprovoked
mortar shelling along the Line of
Control (LoC) in North Kashmir’s
Tangdhar town on Thursday.
Another four civilians were in-
jured in shelling in Kupwara dis-
trict on Thursday evening,

Police officials said that
shelling started at few places
around Teetwal in Tangdhar on
Thursday afternoon. A woman
identified as Hamida Fatima
died after shells landed in Pingla
Haridal village.

Tangdhar Block Medical
Officer Dr Farooq Qureshi told
The Indian Express that the four
civilians were brought to the
health facility. “All of them were
females, and two were referred
to a Srinagar hospital for treat-
ment,” he said.

BJP wins 81 of 280 blocks in
J&K’s first BDC elections

BASHAARAT MASOOD &
ARUN SHARMA
SRINAGAR, JAMMU,
OCTOBER 24

TWO MONTHS after abrogation
of J&ICs special status, the BJP won
only 81 of 280 blocks that went to
the polls in the Block
Development Council (BDC)elec-
tions in J&K held under tight se-
curity on Thursday.

The BJP was the only major
political party in fray, with the
National Conference, PDP and
Congress staying away to protest
detention of their leaders and
curbs imposed on the people
following the Centre’s August 5
decision.

The saffron party managed to
getonly about a third of the blocks
in its stronghold of Jammu divi-
sion, winning 52 of 148 blocks.
Panthers Party won eight, and
Independents were elected chair-
persons in remaining 88 BDCs.

The BJP had won 25 of 37
Assembly seats from Jammu divi-
sionin 2014 elections.

The party won 18 blocks out
of 137 in Kashmir Valley.

State Chief Electoral Office
(CEO)Shailendra Kumarreleased
the results on Thursday evening,
“Of total 316 blocks, elections
were to be held for 307 blocks.
Since candidates on 27 seats were
elected unopposed, polling was
held on 280 blocks,” Kumar told
the mediain Srinagar. “The BJP has
won 81 blocks, INC (Indian
National Congress)one and JKNPP
eight. Independents secured 217
blocks”.

In the Valley, panches and
sarpanches, the electorate for the
polls, were brought to polling sta-
tions in bulletproof mobile police
bunker vehicles.

CEO Kumar said around
26,000 panches and sarpanches
cast their votes,and more than 98
per cent polling was recorded.

Superintending Engineer
Meerut Circle, PW.D Meerut

No. 4380/ 11 Cashier- CD(B) Meerut-MRT Circle/19-20
(E-Tender Notice) (Very Short term)
1. The Superintending Engineer Meerut Circle, U.P.P.W.D. Meerut on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the
percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD, Road work in class ‘A, 'B'
The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria
specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
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SI. DISTRICT Name of Work

1 2 3

1. Meerut  Widening & Strengthning of
Jawalagarh to Rardhana
via Kheda, Faridpur,
Momeen (Ch. 15.700 to
16.700=1 Km.) to Rardhana

Pul (Bridge) in Distt. Meerut

Estimated Bid
No cost

(Rs. In
Lakhs)

140.00

Cost of Time of Address of

Address of

A woman casts her vote during the BDC elections in Budgam district on Thursday. ANI

At Kakapora, over a hundred
security personnel surrounded
the single-storey “Panchayat
Ghar”.In the first hour-and-a-half,
all nine voters had cast their votes,
eight of them Kashmiri Pandit mi-
grants belonging to two families.

Manoj Pandita(50),a Kashmiri
Pandit who contested for BJP and
lost to Independent candidate
Umar Jan, said: “Icontested for de-
velopment of my village.”

Pandita, originally from
Lajoora village in Pulwama who
lives in Jammu and recently
shifted to valley, said, “When |
visited my village last year, noth-
ing had changed. There was no
development; the village high
school founded in 1960 has not
been upgraded through all these
years.”

In north Kashmir’s Sumbal
block, five candidates - one BJP
and four Independents — werein
fray, and by the end of scheduled
poll time of 1 pm all 37 votes had
been cast. “While we have filed a
party candidate here, we are sup-
porting an Independent candi-

Dated: 14.10.2019

Address

Security Bid Complition Executive Superintending of
(Rs. In Document Engineer of Engineer Chief
Lakhs) the Executing Engineer

the work
5 6 7 8 9 10

9.00 2000+300 03 Months CD (Building) Meerut Circle
PWD Meerut

+ PWD Meerut
GST 18%

»The Rate adopted in the BOQ all Other taxes but excluding GST Taxes,
»Bids must be accompanied with the copy of UTR (Unique Transaction Receipt) bid security (EMD) and tender cost of the
amount specified for the work in the table. Bid security and Tender Cost should be deposited online only by Net Banking
in A/C No. 37455743456 (IFSC Code :- SBIN0006144)

Meerut
Zone
PWD

Meerut

Bids must be published/download online 10:00 AM on date 25.10.2019 and submitted online on or before 4:00 PM on dated
30.10.2019 and the technical bids will be opened online date 31.10.2019 at 12:30 PM and Financial bids of the qualified
bidders will be opened on date & time as notified. According to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-
2018/42 I1T/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after opening of the technical and financial bids, the bidder has to submit original
documents personally in department/ office. In the event of non submission of original documents by the bidder, the appropriate
action will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O.

All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.co.in

UPID-144857 dt. 24.10.2019 Construction Division (Building), PWD, Meerut
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date,” BJP’s sarpanch from Asham
Abdul Rashid Khan said. “Some
panches and sarpanches were
wary of contesting on BJP tickets,
so we allowed them to file nomi-
nation as Independents.”

Reserved for women, BJP’s
Ruheena Jan was elected as
chairperson of Bhagat Kanipora
block of central Kashmir’s
Budgam, on the outskirts of
Srinagar city, defeating inde-
pendent candidate by two votes.
Of 32 votes polled in the block,
Ruheena secured 11.

In Jammu district’s 20 blocks,
spread over 11 Assembly con-
stituencies (nine of them won by
the BJP in 2014 Assembly polls),
BJP candidates were declared
elected at nine. In Kathua district’s
19 blocks spread over five con-
stituencies, all of which had
elected BJP candidates in 2014
Assembly polls, BJP won only
nine. The remaining 10 went to
Independents.

Sources said BJP candidates for
Nagri and Jugan blocks won by
one vote each.

In Udhampur district, BJP
won four out of 17 blocks. It
failed to win any of the three
blocks in Vijaypur Assembly
constituency in Samba district,
which was represented by BJP
minister Chander Parkash Ganga
in 2014. Ganga was among the
J&K ministers who were made
to resign from the then PDP-BJP
coalition following widespread
public criticism for supporting
family members of the accused
in Kathua rape and murder case
last year.

In Reasi’s 12 blocks, BJP won
four; two out of nine in Ramban;
five outof 12 in Doda; seven of 13
blocks in Kishtwar districts. In
Kishtwar district’s Palmar block,
BJP candidate, after ending tied
with an Independent candidate,
was declared elected through a
toss.

In Rajouri district’s 19 blocks,
BJP candidates won at eight
places, and the party failed to
open its account in Poonch dis-
trict, with Independents winning
inall 11 blocks.
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US CONGRESS HEARING ON J&K
India says criticism

‘regrettable’, should
have focussed on
cross-border terror

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

DAYS AFTER the first US
Congressional hearing on the
Union government’s decision to
scrap the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir under
Article 370, New Delhi on
Thursday called criticism by sev-
eral US Congress members over
the situation in Kashmir as “re-
grettable” and stressed that the
comments reflecta “very limited
understanding” of the country’s
history and its pluralistic society.

Ministry of External Affairs’ of-
ficial spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said that instead of criticis-
ing New Delhi, the occasion
should have been used to “ascer-
tain facts on state-sponsored cross
border terrorism in Kashmir”.

“It is regrettable that a few
members of the US Congress used
the Congressional hearing on hu-
man rights in South Asia to ques-
tion the measures taken recently
to safeguard life, peace and secu-
rity in Kashmir,” Kumar said in re-
sponse to a question at a media
briefing. “These comments dis-
play averylimited understanding
of India’s history, her pluralistic so-
ciety, constitutionally guaranteed
freedom, fundamental rights,and
the robust institutions operating
in the world’slargest democracy.”

He said India feels that the
hearing should have been used
to ascertain facts on state-spon-
sored cross-border terrorism af-
flicting Kashmir, which endan-
gers the most fundamental of
human rights — the right to life.

Kumar said India has beenreg-
ularly updating departments con-
cerned in the US government on
the situation in Kashmir and sen-
sitising themabout “real concerns”
over “revival” of cross-border ter-
rorism by Pakistan. He said India
has taken note of comments of
Alice Wells, US Assistant Secretary
of State for South and Central Asia,
that Pakistan needs to do much
more in curbing terrorism on its
territory in a “credible, verifiable
and irreversible” manner.

In the hearing, held Tuesday
night (US EST), the Donald
Trump administration had
walked the diplomatic tightrope,
telling the US Congress that there

US Congress
vs US
administration

INDIA’S RESPONSE to the
US Congressional hear-
ing made a clear distinc-
tion between what US
Congress members said
and what the US admin-
istration officials testi-
fied on the Kashmir situ-
ation. While Delhi
slammed some of the US
Congress members for
their views, there was a
fair bit of appreciation of
the US administration’s
comments. This reflects
New Delhi’s understand-
ing of the nuance be-
tween the US Congress
and the executive
branch. But it also puts
responsibility on the
government to act on the
ground to normalise the
situation in Kashmir.

is a “humanitarian crisis” in J&K,
and adding that its relationship
with India is not one of “dicta-
tion” but that of “partnership.”

US administration officials
also told the panel that American
diplomats wanted to travel to
J&K after August 5 but New Delhi
denied permission, saying it was
not the right time to go there.

On the key issue of change in
status, however, US officials
backed New Delhi, saying that
the decision to revoke provisions
of Article 370 was passed by
Parliament, where Opposition
members “crossed the aisle” and
voted in favour of the legislation,
and that the matter is under re-
view of the Supreme Court.

Alice Wells made it clear that
the US government was not tak-
ing a position on the issue of
Article 370 but on the mannerin
which the decision was executed
by New Delhi.

PALM OIL IMPORT BOYCOTT
India asks Malaysia leadership
to do ‘serious introspection’

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

CALLING MALAYSIAN Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad’s
comments “unacceptable”, India
on Thursday slammed Malaysia
for raising the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir and asked its leadership
to do “serious introspection”.

Referring to the palm oil im-
port boycott, Delhi said that trade
cannot be “impervious” to the
state of the bilateral relationship.

Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said that “his statements are un-
acceptable and are not keeping
with the facts and we hope
Malaysia will do serious intro-
spection on the position it has
taken”.

Asked about the impact on

Kamlesh murder:
for ‘helping’ two suspects

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 24

THESIT formed to investigate the murder
of Hindu outfit leader Kamlesh Tiwari ar-
rested Bareilly-based cleric Kafi Ali on
Thursday for allegedly providing shelter

to the two suspected killers while they
were on the run.

Sources said that the SIT has also
picked up one Naved, from Bareilly, who
allegedly helped the suspected assailants
— Ashfaq Hussain Jakir Hussain Shaikh
(34) and Farid alias Moinuddin Khurshid
Pathan (27) — to travel to Nepal to escape.

Ashfag and Moinuddin were arrested
at the Gujarat-Rajasthan border by
Gujarat ATS on Tuesday. They were
handed over to the UP Police on a transit
remand and brought to Lucknow, where
a local court on Thursday sent them to

trade between the two coun-
tries, the MEA spokesperson said
that while the “decision to im-
port any commodity or other-
wise is the prerogative of the im-
porting company”, at the “same
time they are not impervious to
the state of affairs between any
two countries”.

Mahathir had said on
Tuesday that he would not re-
tract his criticism of New Delhi’s
actions on Kashmir despite
Indian traders calling for an un-
precedented boycott of
Malaysian palm oil.

India’s top vegetable oil trade
body on Monday asked its mem-
bers to stop buying Malaysian
palm oil after Mahathir said at
the UN General Assembly last
month that India had “invaded
and occupied” Kashmir, a region
also claimed by Pakistan.

Cleric held

Kamlesh Tiwari
was killed in
Lucknow last
week

three days of police custody.

“KafiAli provided shelter to Ashfaqand

Moinuddin for around three hours in
Bareilly. He has been booked under IPC sec-
tion 216 (harbouring offender). He would
be booked under more charges if the on-
going investigation found him involved in
the murder conspiracy,” an SIT officer said.

Meanwhile, Naved had allegedly
arranged shelter for Ashfaqgand Moinuddin
inNepal after they escaped from Lucknow
after the murder. Both stayed ata house in
Nepal for a day but had returned through
Lakhimpur Kheri border.
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AGUSTAWESTLANDCASE  CHHATTISGARH

Controversial cop moves SC, claims
state police hounding him, his family

Mukesh Gupta headed ACB, EOW under BJP govt; accused of abusing state power, demoted

Delhi HC seeks
CBL ED stand on
Christian Michel
bail petitions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 24

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday sought to know the CBI
and Enforcement Directorate’s
(ED’s) stand on the bail pleas of
Christian Michel, the alleged mid-
dleman in the AgustaWestland
VVIP chopper case.

Justice Anu Malhotra asked
both agencies to file their replies
to the separate bail pleas within
two weeks, and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on
November 13.

Michel, extradited from Dubai,
was arrested by the ED on
December 22, 2018. He was later
arrested by the CBI in the case re-
lated to Rs 3,600 crore
AgustaWestland deal. He is in ju-
dicial custody at Tihar jail.

Michel has approached the
High Court against a trial court’s
September 29 order denying
him bail in the case. Earlier, the
trial court had rejected his bail
plea on two occasions — in
February and in December 2018.

Challenging the trial court’s
order, Michel through his coun-
sel submitted that “his pre-trial
incarceration is violative of his
personal liberty under Article 21
of the Constitution of India”.

Article 21 states that no per-
son shall be deprived of his life
or personal liberty except ac-
cording to procedure established
by law.

While urging the court that
he be given regular bail in both
cases, the application stated that
Article 21 was available to non-
citizens as well, and thus he is
entitled to the presumption of
innocence like any other accused
for securing his liberty.

Highlighting that there is no
allegation that any attempt was
made by him to tamper with ev-
idence or influence any witness,
Michel, in his bail plea, stated
that though he does not have
“deep roots” in India, he has
never evaded the process of law
and his intention to cooperate
with the probe agency is clear
from his past conduct.

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 24

A CONTROVERSIAL top
Chhattisgarh Police officer, who
faces allegations of financial im-
propriety and illegal phone-tap-
ping, has filed a writ petition in
Supreme Court against the state
police, alleging “persistent
hounding and victimisation at
the behest of the present polit-
ical dispensation”.

The petition comes up for
hearing in the top court on
Friday.

Mukesh Gupta, who was
Director General of Police of the
state Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) and the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW)under the
previous BJP government and
was removed in September this
year, also alleges that the state
police are illegally tapping
phones of his two daughters,

and “tracking and stalking (my)
family members”, including his
two daughters.

Last month, Gupta was de-
moted, along with two other
police officers of the same rank,
to ADG rank. It is mentioned in
his petition. Gupta also held the
post of IGP, intelligence wing,
during the Raman Singh-led BJP
government.

The BJP lost to the Congress
in the Vidhan Sabha polls in
December 2018.

Even before he became Chief
Minister, Bhupesh Baghel, as
then state Congress chief, had
accused Gupta of corruption,
and alleged that the BJP was
protecting him.

Two FIRs registered against
Gupta in February this year ac-
cuse him of misusing state
power by ordering illegal
phone-tapping, forging official
documents, and fudging evi-
dence. According to the FIRs,

these took place when he, as
then chief of ACB and EOW, was
investigating the Chhattisgarh
PDS scam.

In the third case, registered
three months later, Gupta was
accused of using his influence as
then SP of Durg district, and al-
legedly using manipulated doc-
uments to get land allotted in
Bhilai Special Area
Development Authority.

Gupta has fought these cases
in court, and has been granted
relief through a stay. The
Supreme Court had also taken
cognizance of his allegations of
hounding by the police and is-
sued notices to the state govern-
ment, including CM Baghel.

Chhattisgarh DGP D M
Awasthi said, “As the matter is
sub judice, it would not be ap-
propriate for me to say any-
thing.”

Senior Congress leader R P
Singh also pointed out that the
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DEFAMATION CASE BY MJ AKBAR

Deleted my Twitter
account, it can be
restored: Ramani

matter is in court, and “what has
to be said will be said in court.”

In his writ petition, Gupta
mentions that although the
apex court granted him “relief”
on September 2 with the stay
order, the respite “was short-
lived, as the respondents (state
police) soon unleashed their full
might”.

Since then, he submitted, the
police are “hounding the appli-
cant/petitioner and his family
members in a patently mala fide
exercise of state power”.

The petition mentions that
Chhattisgarh Police officials are
“permanently parked” outside
his flat in Panchsheel Park, New
Delhi, and have allegedly threat-
ened the family’s security guard
and driver.

It says a complaint on this
was made to the SHO of Malviya
Nagar in Delhi on October 6.

“(But)...officers of
Chhattisgarh Police on October

Northern Army commander, six others
injured as helicopter crash-lands in Poonch

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, OCTOBER 24

THREE TOP commanders of the
Indian Army, including Northern
Army Commander Lieutenant
General Ranbir Singh, were
among seven Army officers in-
jured on Thursday afternoon
when an Advanced Light
Helicopter crash-landed near the
Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Poonch district.
Sources said General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the
Nagrota-based 16 Co rps, Lt
General Harsha Gupta, and
General Officer Commanding
(GOC) of the Rajouri-based 25
Div, Major General Dharam

Local residents and Army personnel rescue the injured from
the crash site in Poonch on Thursday. Express

Rajan, were among seven peo-
ple onboard. A civilian who was
nearby was also injured

An Army statement said “The
Army Commander was visiting
units in Poonch sector when the

ALH developed a technical snag
and crash-landed. All the pas-
sengers and crew sustained in-
juries. The injured were evacu-
ated to the Command Hospital,
Udhampur and as per medical
investigations, all have sustained
blunt and superficial injuries.”

“The local villagers who ar-
rived first on the scene, whole-
heartedly assisted the Army in
management and evacuation...
We salute them,” it added.

According to sources, the in-
cident occurred when the heli-
copter was on its way to the
Mandi area. The helicopter was
picking up altitude at Mandi
when its rotor blades got entan-
gled in overhead wires resulting
inits forced landing.

10 threatened the driver named
Heera at his residence and at-
tempted to abduct him in a
Pajero sports car bearing num-
ber CG 13 U 0001,” it states.

The petition says the officers
drove away, leaving behind
Heera, after a Delhi Police van
arrived following a PCR call.

Delhi Police’s DCP (South)
Atul Kumar Thakur said, “We re-
ceived a complaint on October
6 and the matter is being inves-
tigated.”

On allegations of abduction
attempt, DCP (PCR) Sharat Sinha
said, “A PCR call was made and
police personnel did reach the
spot, but there was no case of
kidnapping.”

The petition includes a com-
plaint filed by Gupta’s daughter,
alleging that Chhattisgarh Police
personnel are tracking moves of
the family members, and that
they were even followed on a
flight to Chennai.

Punjab and
Haryana HC
gets 3 judges

New Delhi: The Centre on
Thursday appointed three addi-
tional judges to the Punjab and
Haryana High Court.

According to a notification is-
sued by the Union Ministry of
Law & Justice, the President has
appointed advocates Suvir
Sehgal, Girish Agnihotri, and
Alka Sarin as additional judges
of the High Court for a period of
two years.

The elevation pertains to rec-
ommendations forwarded by
the Supreme Court collegium,
headed by Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi, where five advo-
cates were recommended to be
elevated as High Court judges on
July 25. ENS

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

JOURNALIST PRIYA Ramani
Thursday told a Delhi court that
she has deactivated her Twitter
account, which was not deliber-
ate “in order to destroy evidence”
and that it can be reactivated.

“This case has been very hard
for me the past one year. I have
been in Delhi almost every month
and I need to focus on my personal
and family life. Itis not deleted and
itcanbereactivated,” she told the
court of Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Samar
Vishal during her cross-examina-
tion by M J Akbar’s counsel Geeta
Luthra.

Ramani had last year levelled
allegations of sexual misconduct
and harassment against M ] Akbar,
who subsequently resigned as
Union MoS for External Affairsand
filed the defamation case.

Luthra showed Ramani com-
ments from the Twitter handles
@rajivazad and @indiawassup,
where the users reacted to
Ramani'’s tweet. Ramani told the
court that she had not read the
comments earlier.

Asked whether she can open
her Twitter account and confirm
these comments, Ramani replied,
“I deleted my Twitter account
around a month ago, so it cannot
be verified now. I do not remem-
ber the specific date.”

Luthra asked Ramani, “Are
you aware that your Twitter
accountis evidence in this case or
not?” Ramani’s counsel Rebecca
Johnobjected to the questionand
said, “The Twitter account of the
accused is not evidence in this
case and the tweets which are a
subject matter of this case are al-
ready admitted by her and exhib-
ited in her evidence.”

ACMM Vishal said that will be
decided during time of judgment.

Ramani then told the court, “It
is wrong to suggest that these
comments and replies...to my
tweet show that Mr Akbar’s repu-

Ramani: Case has been very
hard for me for past one year

tation was lowered by my tweet
in the estimation of others who
were following my tweets.”

Luthrathen said, “I putittoyou
that the comments, replies on
your Twitter handle, which ac-
count you have now deleted dur-
ing the trial, have become inacces-
sible.” Ramani replied, “I don’t
thinkitis true.”

The ACMM then asked
Ramani whether all these mes-
sages be seen again and recovered
if she reactivates her Twitter han-
dle with the same account.
Ramani replied, “I think so.”

Luthra also asked whether
Ramani deactivated her Facebook
account, towhich Ramani replied,
“No. I have 700 friends on
Facebook”.

Luthra asked Ramani whether
she has retweeted any tweet by
Akbar.

Ramani replied that she does
not remember. Luthra then
showed her a copy of her retweet
of Akbar’s post on how not to use
metaphors. Ramani told the court,
“I may have on 04.12.2010
retweeted a tweet of Mr Akbar’s
on how not to use metaphors.Ido
notremember thaton 14.12.2010,
[tweeted about Mr Akbar’s Times
of India column as compared to
India Today writing”.

Luthra suggested that Ramani
hasalso, on other occasions, com-
mented positively and tweeted
about Akbar’s work, to which
Ramani replied, “It is incorrect. I
don’t think so.” Her cross-exam-
ination will continue on Friday.
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Cracks in the edific

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DENTED AT THE TOP

BJP returns in Maharashtra, may be back in Haryana, but will
have to address new questions

OR A PARTY for which no election is too small, and which aggressively courts

an aura of invincibility, there are unmistakable messages writ on the Haryana

and Maharashtra walls. The outcomes of the assembly elections in these two

states are a warning that the BJP cannot take its winning streak for granted, that
there is something tenuous and nothing inevitable about it — it managed to retain power
in one, but not as convincingly as it had projected, and lost its majority in the other, only
months after sweeping the state in the Lok Sabha elections. The Maharashtra and Haryana
results are a reminder that political dominance in a democracy, beyond the whirring of
the marvellous election machine, is made of the several pacts between the voter and the
party at local levels that need to be constantly worked upon, and renewed.

In days to come, the BJP must ask itself if the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, his popularity, is enough. It may have helped the party win the Lok Sabha election
decisively across states — as in Haryana, where it won all 10 seats — but it has now evi-
dently failed to carry it past the halfway mark in the Haryana assembly or hold on to its
numbers in Maharashtra. It can even be argued that the BJP’s underwhelming perform-
ance in Haryana and Maharashtra is not despite PM Modi, but because of him — that’s a
question that can no longer be un-askable in the party. If these elections signal the pos-
sible limits of the personality cult that the BJP has constructed around PM Modi, and the
dangers of banking on it excessively or exclusively, they also point to the diminishing re-
turns of the emotive nationalism card, played in these two elections by the insistent and
emphatic invocation of the Centre’s abrogation of Article 370 in Kashmir. There is no ev-
idence to suggest that the electorates in Maharashtra and Haryana opposed the removal
of J&K’s special status, but there is reason to conclude that at a time when the aam voter
is cramped and cornered by agricultural distress and raging joblessness closer home, it
was not their primary concern. For some time now, it had seemed that the BJP had been
able to accomplish two feats — to separate the economic from the political, and to sub-
sume the political into a test of nationalism. These election results indicate that that sep-
aration, that distraction, may no longer be working as well to the BJP’s advantage as it did
in the past.

In both states that went to polls, the BJP had become, not without its own complic-
ity, the most favoured destination for defectors. If it opened its doors wide to leaders from
the NCP and Congress in Maharashtra, it took in large numbers from the INLD and Congress
in Haryana. The final tallies in both states have also put a question mark against the any-
thing-goes, moveable politics that it seems to be turning to, to win.

A CRACK, AN OPENING

BJP’s dimming numbers may not signal an endorsement of
Congress politics. But they provide it an opportunity

HE MAHARASHTRA AND Haryana assembly election results offer the

Opposition, especially the Congress, some reason to cheer. After the drubbing

in the general election a few months ago, it has crawled back to relevance in

both states.In Haryana, the Congress stood in the way of the BJP winning a sim-
ple majority whereas in Maharashtra, the BJP’s final tally is likely to be significantly less
thanits strength in 2014. Yet, while the results are a wake-up call for the BJP, the Congress
would be mistaken if it reads them as a sign of its own resurgence.

By all accounts, the Congress has been the indirect beneficiary of anti-incumbency
in these states. In Haryana, the party has made considerable gains from 2014, but it may
have more to do with it being the default option for voters angry with the Manohar Lal
Khattar government. A divided house, the Congress was rocked by resignations and de-
sertions till days before polling. The party organisation is in disarray, its district units re-
main headless. If it has been thinning organisationally, it has been missing in action po-
litically, staying away from street mobilisations in the past five years despite the growing
stress in the agriculture sector and disquiet among youth over joblessness. In Maharashtra,
the NCP has won more seats than its parent body and is poised to be the main Opposition
party. Here, the Congress hitched its wagon to NCP chief Sharad Pawar, who, at 80, was
the Opposition’s star campaigner. In fact, the party could learn from Pawar how to turn
adversity into advantage and hold the fort against odds. Maharashtra was rocked by
protests over farm distress, unemployment, social discrimination and so on in the past five
years. Yet here too, the Congress was missing in action even as a large section of the pop-
ulation turned restive. The party’s failure to do its job as the Opposition and engage with
the public is now reflected in its failure to make bigger gains from the clear anti-incum-
bency in the two states.

The Congress leadership may well conclude that electoral success is cyclical and that
its turn will come when the BJP exhausts itself. Such smug optimism would be misplaced.
The Congress is no more seen to be the natural party of governance, that mantle seem to
have shifted to the BJP. The party will need to sort out leadership issues, revitalise its cadre,
and voice public concerns by mobilising on the streets if it wishes to be in the reckoning
more thanit is at the moment.

CHARMINGLY CHUBBY

Bikaner police is monitoring waist sizes of policemen. But
there was something comforting about corpulent cops

AYBEIT'S BOLLYWOOD'S fault. Too often, the beat constable or the jun-

ior sub-inspector is given short shrift during a chase scene. The villain

easily outruns the copsin a foot chase, if the police do manage to arrive

in time to stop anything at all. The Rajasthan police has, in Bikaner, de-
cided to address this problem. And like all bureaucracies, it has reduced a social prob-
lem to one of numbers — in this case, weights and measures. The officers in Bikaner
have been instructed by the Superintendent of Police (SP) of the district to provide de-
tails of the men under their charge who have an “above average weight/waist size” and
“chest size”.

Afighting-fit police force is, of course, something that all civic governments now as-
sume society requires. But there is something comforting about the archetypal image
of the beat constable, whose belly would always enter a room before him. Ganpat
Havaldar from Nukkad, for example, gave joy to an entire generation, much more so,
perhaps, than the muscle-bound John Abraham or Ajay Devgn have on the big screen.
And, given how intimidating and frustrating most interactions with the police can be for
ordinary citizens, it might be better if cops looked like friendly neighbourhood uncles.

Of course, the Bikaner SP’s initiative is in keeping with the way India views its police
forces. The criterion, even at the time of entry, is largely physical. And despite laudable
initiatives at trying to introduce community policing, investigative skills that go beyond
intimidation and sensitivity to issues of caste, gender, community, etc, the police con-
tinue to retain aspects of their colonial origins. And, given their abysmal working con-
ditions and hours, is it any wonder many don’t have time to eat salads and hit the gym?

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

IN HINDSIGHT, all election results seem over
determined, paradoxically even more so
when they go against projected trends. The
close result in Haryana, and the BJP’s inabil-
ity to put in a command performance in
Maharashtra has, to borrow Leonard Cohen'’s
phrase, “opened up a crack” through which
some light can come in. Far from the hang-
over effect of the Lok Sabha election, the BJP’s
drop in vote-share in Haryana is more than
20 per cent, quite spectacular by any means.
It will be too quick to draw large conclusions,
but these elections have brought back some
home truths about politics.

There is nothing inevitable about the BJP
juggernaut, even with all its resources, lead-
ership, organisational acumen, and the use
(and abuse) of state power behind it. There is
an undercurrent of dissatisfaction that is
sidelined by high-decibel nationalism issues.
The intriguing question is that the scale of
the upset might have been even greater had
this undercurrent been tapped into with
greater resources and organisational acumen
by the Opposition. The dent in Haryana has
occurred despite a lack of deep presence and
intensity in the opposition. Even with
Narendra Modi’s popularity, there is a sense
of unease about India’s economy; rural India
seems to be alittle riper for revolt. By playing
the nationalism and the Article 370 card in
local elections, the BJP may itself have ex-
pressed contempt for local voters. Both
Haryana and Maharashtra, like many Indian
states, have a strong sense of their identity.
The support for nationalism and abrogation
of 370is very high. But voters can also see the
sense in which this achievement can be used
asashield to mask other importantissues. It
isaninteresting question whether in this in-
stance, the BJP’s attempt to nationalise the
election actually hurtit,and it might be a case
of the central leadership needing to be
blamed more than local strategists. As
Haryana demonstrates, messaging requires
responsiveness to context, not just the wield-
ing of a mantra, which is what nationalism
might have become.

Voter preferences are not too deeply con-
gealed into ideological formations just yet.
One of the interesting things in this election
is that the turnover of seats is fairly high.
There is a thesis that has been propounded of

BINOY VISWAM

MOHAN BHAGWAT has rediscovered
Mahatma Gandhi. In an article on October
2, he called him the brightest leader that
India’s freedom struggle had produced. But,
he did not rebuke the BJP and the RSS lead-
ers who unleashed their diatribes against
Gandhi. The “saint” who declared Godse to
be a true patriot, isa member of Parliament
from the BJP. [t may surprise some that
Bhagwat chose to wax lyrical about Gandhi
on his 150th birthday, but did not defend
him on any of those occasions.

This is a textbook example of how the RSS
works; they can’t bury Gandhi’s ideas, hence
they must appropriate them to their end.
One can say anything that serves its purpose
as long as it is loaded with force and vigour.
We have seen them paint the legacies of
Sardar Patel, Subhash Chandra Bose and
Bhagat Singh in saffron. Now they brandish
that brush at the Mahatma, marking the po-
litical-ideological contradictions of our times
all too clearly.

Bhagwat claims that K B Hedgewar was
one of those who spoke at a rally in Nagpur
organised in protest of Gandhi’s arrest in
1922. However, he wouldn’t reveal why
Hedgewar left the Congress soon after. He
wouldn’t allude to the ideological transfor-
mation that led the speaker at a Congress
rally in 1922 to become the founder of RSS
in 1925. This shift reflects the chasm between
the ideals of Indian national movement and
Hindu fundamentalism.
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WORDLY WISE
ALWAYS VOTE FOR PRINCIPLE, THOUGH YOU

MAY VOTE ALONE.
— JOHN QUINCY ADAMS

Assembly elections give a small but important reprieve

from BJP’s arrogance, its consolidation of power

There is an interesting lesson
here in the politics of anti-
corruption/anti-dynasty at
two levels. There is the
simple fact that lots of
candidates who have been in
the swirl of corruption
allegations have actually
done quite well in the
elections; and the anti-
dynastic card seems a generic
national trope rather than an
effective strategy at the local
level. But more importantly,
the Indian voters can spot
the difference between the
intent to clean up the
system, and a vendetta to
target political opponents.
We might want the system
cleaned up, but we do not
want leaders who
represented it persecuted in
political terms. Leaders, even
sometimes corrupt ones, are
our own alienated selves, and
there are limits to
persecution.

late, that politics has become detached from
social cleavages. We sometimes veer be-
tween placing too much emphasis on social
cleavages, or we write them off prematurely.
In most elections, social identities split votes
across all parties, though the distribution
varies. The real question is when do they
matter and how. It will be simplistic to see
this election as a Maratha revolt against a
non-Maratha CM in Maharashtra or a non-
Jat CM in Haryana. The seemingly greater
salience of social identity can be as much as
an effect, not a cause of politics. In contexts
where there is a credible ideological identity,
social cleavages can be overcome. If caste
seems to reassert itself a little more in some
elections, it is probably because there is no
other narrative or organisational formation
around which to congeal.

Contrary to popular perception, there is
nothing inevitable about the hankering for
stability and strong leadership at the state
level. The voters have expressed their protest,
or in some cases reasserted their identity, in
the best available form they could. Both
states have returned a fractured verdict, with
voters, rightly not unduly worried about the
implications for stability. Not only will there
be more effective opposition in Maharashtra,
but even the BJP Shiv-Sena bargaining game
is not as lopsided in the BJP’s favour as it
might have hoped. It does seem to matter if
a party can project whoits own leaderis. The
Congress did that much better in Haryana
than Maharashtra.

There is an interesting lesson here in the
politics of anti-corruption/anti-dynasty at
twolevels. There is the simple fact that lots of
candidates who have been in the swirl of cor-
ruption allegations have actually done quite
well in the elections; and the anti-dynastic
card seems a generic national trope rather
than an effective strategy at the local level.
But more importantly, the Indian voters can
spot the difference between the intent to
clean up the system, and a vendetta to tar-
get political opponents. We might want the
system cleaned up, but we do not want lead-
ers who represented it persecuted in politi-
cal terms. Leaders, even sometimes corrupt
ones, are our own alienated selves, and there
are limits to persecution. Sharad Pawar’s
biggest achievement was to respond to the

WHOSE MAHATMA

After Patel, Bose and Bhagat Singh, RSS is trying to appropriate Gandhi

Let us not take our eyes off
from the bunch of thoughts
that fuel atrocities in the
name of citizenship and
Article 370, that allow cow
vigilantes to lynch citizens or
violent men to kill Dalit
children for defecating in the
open, that systemically
degrade Dalits and Muslims.

OCTOBER 25, 1979,

LOK DAL ALLIANCE WOES
THE POLICY differences between the Lok Dal
and the Congress that generated consider-
able strain between the alliance partners will
remain the main issue that Congress presi-
dent Devaraj Urs will discuss with Prime
Minister Charan Singh. Urs, who is arriving
in Delhi, is expected to meet the Lok Dal
President in a day or two and seek clarifica-
tions on Singh’s views, expressed at election
meetings in Andhra Pradesh, that have
caused serious concern in Congress circles.
While the AICC general secretary reiterated
that the Congress would not compromise on
its fundamental policy of pursuing Nehru'’s
policies, the Lok Dal general secretary,

The roots of Godse’s hatred against
Gandhiji cannot be traced elsewhere.
Gandhiji stood for harmony and unity be-
tween Muslims and Hindus. It was the en-
trenched hatred for Muslims that led
Hedgewar to embrace fascism in the way it
was propounded by Benito Mussolini. How
can anyone draw parallels between this and
Gandhian vision? Can Bhagwat or anyone
else prove that Gandhiji harboured any sym-
pathy towards the Sangh’s hatred for
Muslims?

M S Golwalkar codified the thoughts that
underpinned the Sangh’s ideology. His per-
spectives are espoused in his books We or
Our Nationhood Defined and Bunch of
Thoughts. He deals with India’s enemies:
Muslims, Christians and Communists, in that
order. The similarity of this list with Hitler’s
list of enemies, as noted in Mein Kampf, is
strking: Jews, Christians and Communists in
that order. Bhagwat might not like to men-
tion these now.

Instead, he writes of Gandhiji’s visit to
Sangh Shala in Delhi during partition and the
reports that appeared in this respect in
Harijan on Septemer 27, 1947.To portray it as
Gandhiji’s patronage of communalism as op-
posed to his desperate cry to put an end to
the bloodshed in those moments of despair
is appalling.

Gandhi’s murder was not an outcome of
amadman’s sudden provocation. Godse un-
dertook preparations that spanned several

FORTY YEARS AGO

Rajinder Puri, defended Singh’s criticism of
Nehru’s policies. He said the Congress should
not be under illusions on these issues.

BAHUGUNA'S MOVE

FORMER FINANCE minister H N Bahuguna
is still undecided about his future course of
action. Sources close to the CFD leader say he
had held discussions with a number of
Congress leaders recently. The AICC general
secretary, N K Tirpude, had met him yester-
day. A day before, Congress president Devaraj
Urs, had a telephonic discussion with him
from Bangalore. Urs is scheduled to meet him
in Delhi. While admitting that he had been
invited to join the Congress, sources say that

government’s attempts to tighten the noose
around him by mounting a political re-
sponse, responding with new energy. This is
acautionary tale for the BJP using state power
to only appear to target opponents and pro-
tectits own, and a lesson for the Opposition
in how to fight such a targeting — mobilise.

The most significant consequence of this
election might be this. One of the mecha-
nisms by which dominant party systems re-
inforce themselves is by their power to dis-
tribute patronage. For anyone wanting a
share in power, aligning with the ruling dis-
pensation becomes a winning strategy. At
one level, this is manifest in defectors who
join the ruling dispensation. Many of those
defectors have been punished. The opposi-
tion also is demoralised since the possibility
of gaining access to power remote. The
biggest significance of this election is that it
breaks that self-fulfilling cycle of single-party
dominance. The fragmentation of protest
through state patronage may have its limits;
and it still makes sense for some political
groups to hedge their bets rather than join
the winning bandwagon. This election
demonstrates the rationality of doing so. It
is abreak on the logic of state patronage cre-
ating its own power.

Where does India head after this? The
election gives a small, butimportant reprieve
against the BJP’s arrogance and their consol-
idation of power. What the BJP will do next is
an open question. Will its economics turn
more leftward and politics more right? The
opposition can take some heart from the fact
that there is political space for them to ex-
ploit. But this political space can only grow
and have a multiplier if there is more smart
and credible coordination amongst all oppo-
sition groups that converts a protest vote into
analternative economic and ideological nar-
rative. It will be a pity if this moment is squan-
dered on the shoals of personal ambition, or
short-term thinking. There is also going to be
another interesting question: Does the
Congress do better in the relative absence of
its central leadership? Nothing is a foregone
conclusion in Indian politics, provided we can
give up on complacency or resignation.

The writer is contributing editor;,
The Indian Express

months. During the trial, he narrated the
groundwork that preceded the killing.
Whether Godse was a member of RSS at the
time of firing his pistol is nothing but a tech-
nical detail. He had always maintained that
he had nothing personal against Gandhiji.
Yet, he was convinced that every day
Gandhiji remained alive was an affront to
Hindu dignity. The murder was as much po-
litical as it was heinous.

At the time of his crime, Godse was still
the editor of the mouthpiece of Hindu
Mahasabha. Gopal Godse, Nathuram'’s
brother had emphasised the Sangh'’s influ-
ence over their lives. They spent longer hours
at the RSS office. Hatred for Muslims was in-
culcated in them in those formative years.
Gandhiji led a war against such hatred. That
is why in Godse’s eyes Gandhi became unfit
to live.

Let us not take our eyes off from the
bunch of thoughts that fuel atrocities in the
name of citizenship and Article 370, that al-
low cow vigilantes to lynch citizens or vio-
lent men to kill Dalit children for defecating
in the open, that systemically degrade Dalits
and Muslims. Let us not forget how it pro-
pelled the bullets that took Gandhiji’s life
then, and the lives of Govind Pansare,
Narendra Dhabolkar, M M Kalburgi and
Gauri Lankesh now.

The writer is Rajya Sabha MP from the
Communist Party of India

Bahuguna will have to consider “many fac-
tors” before reacting either way.

CISF STRIKE

THE CENTRE is nonplussed as those guarding
itsindustrial establishments are poised for a
showdown in an effort to wrest largescale
concessions. The home ministry is yet to
make up its mind on how to deal with the
threatened strike by some sections of the
CISF, scheduled to begin on November 5.
According to sources, the home ministry is
“willing to strike but afraid to wound.” The
government is unable to grant some of the
demands raised by the agitators nor is it
ready to take firm action to enforce discipline.
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Restoring a balance

BJP’s weakened showing in Maharashtra polls is a lesson for the party that ridiculed
the Opposition and displayed over-confidence

GIRISH KUBER

“AAG KE liye pani ka hona zaruri hai, satta ke
liye santulan zaruri hai,” says Om Puri in his
inimitable style in Vishal Bhardwaj’s
Magbool, based on Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
Voters in Maharashtra have displayed what
that santulan, or equanimity, is all about. The
hubris with which the BJP-Shiv Sena con-
ducted its business in the past few months
has led to the saffron combine’s wings being
clipped to a large extent — and rightfully so.

Before the electioneering began, the BJP
seemed way ahead of the other parties.
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis had an unblemished record and his
performance was nothing short of spectac-
ular. However, just before the elections, he
started showing signs of over-confidence,
and times, this bordered on recklessness. The
first indication of this attitude was the
Maharashtra BJP’s “free-import” policy. The
party inducted all and sundry from other
parties, forgetting that not so long ago, its
leaders had dubbed some of the new recruits
as corrupt. The height of the BJP’s brazenness
was inducting the NCP MP from Satara,
Udayan Raje Bhonsale, a descendent of the
great Maratha warrior Chhatrapati Shivaji,
and a controversial leader. The BJP made him
resign just before the polls, forcing the
Election Commission to hold by-polls in
Satara along with the state assembly elec-
tions. The BJP had hoped that Shivaji’s de-
scendent will bring in the much-needed
Maratha votes. But the Satara by-pollis a case
study in BJP’s adventurism. Satara not only
handed a resounding defeat to the BJP but
hurt the party in adjoining constituencies as
well. Barring a few exceptions, many of the
newly-imported leaders bit the dust.

The BJP’s second mistake was dismissing
— in some cases, even ridiculing — all those
trying to raise economic and agrarian issues.
The BJP’s response to such matters was “all is
well” and “only the media is creating a fuss
out of nothing”. This indifference to economic
issues has cost the BJP a significant number
of seats in rural and semi-urban areas.
Vidarbha, a stronghold of the BJP — thanks to
the RSS headquarters being located at Nagpur
and chief minister Devendra Fadnavis and
party stalwart and Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari hailing from the region — has turned
away from the BJP. CM Fadnavis’ victory mar-
gin is significantly lower than in 2014. The
Marathwada region too has deserted the B]P
and Sena. These regions have reported the
maximum farmer suicides.

The third and the most important lesson
for the BJP from this electionis: Never humil-
iate the Opposition. There may not be an op-
position leader who can match the BJP’s lead-
ersin stature, butitis the voter in whose minds
the seeds of opposition are sowed. And, when
the voters realise that the time has come to
reinin the party in office, they stand with any-
one who is willing to take on the ruling dis-
pensation. This is exactly what has happened
in Maharashtra. While the BJP’s leaders — in-
cluding Fadnavis, party chief Amit Shah and
even Prime Minister Narendra Modi — kept
harping on the fact that there is no challenger
on the other side of the fence, voters in
Maharashtrabacked even rookies against the
party’s stalwarts. It’s not surprising that several

THE Urdu PRESS

WAITING FOR VERDICT

THE HEARINGS before a Constitution bench
for title rights to the land where the Babri
Masjid stood ended a week ago. Urdu dailies
have extensive reports on it and Etemad, the
Hyderabad-based AIMIM’s daily, published
an editorial on the subject on October 17.

Etemad reflects on what the Supreme
Court had said before the trial began. The
editorial says: “It (SC) had said it would hear
only those sides that had appealed the
Allahabad High Court order and no new
side. It rejected Subramaniam Swamy’s plea
to be heard. It also said that only the title
suit would be heard and no other claims.”
The editorial goes onto say that, “instead, in
Court, the Hindu side focussed on the ques-
tion of the birthplace of Lord Ram and puja
rights. The Court had asked for a mediation
panel, which has now givenits report.” The
editorial says that “all eyes are now focussed
on what the Court says. In this, news has
emerged that one party and person, the
chairman of the Sunni Waqf Board, against
whom an FIR had been registered, has re-
treated from the case and this has created
immense restlessness amongst Muslims.”
The editorial asserts: “Muslim ulema, intel-
lectuals and politicians have all said that the
Supreme Court ruling must be respected.
But no Hindu side has said this.”

Munsif, on the same day, has an extensive
report on its front page. It raises question
marks (literally) over the talk of a “deal” be-

cabinet ministers in the Fadnavis government
were sent packing by voters.

The performance of the BJP’s alliance
partner, Shiv Sena, has been underwhelm-
ing. Political observers have time and again
pointed out the Sena’s helplessness in tag-
ging along with the BJP. The Sena did the
most laughable thing in politics — have their
cake and eat it too. Though sharing power
with the BJP, the Sena tried to occupy the
Opposition’s space. It was neither here, nor
there. Voters have sent out a clear message
to the Sena that it can not have the best of
both worlds. The Sena has been hopped from
one agenda to other; in the process, it seems
to be losing its identity. To begin with, the
Sena talked about the Marathi Manoos, it
then jumped onto the Hindutva bandwagon
and in the current election, it tried to offer a
mix of both. The election outcome suggests
that both issues have slipped out of the
party’s hands.

Not surprisingly, the only leader who can
savour the election resultis the old war horse,
Sharad Pawar. When every other opposition
leader was either giving in or joining the BJP,
the Maratha strongman demonstrated how
to tame the raging bull. The octogenarian
leader criss-crossed the state and single
handedly took on the BJP. Fadnavis will rue
the humiliation he handed out to the NCP
chief at various platforms. Putting behind a
life-threatening ailment and his advancing
years, Pawar demonstrated how to convert
challenge into an opportunity. For instance,

tween some Hindu and Muslim parties. It
quotes the Shahi Imam of Delhi’s Jama
Masjid, Ahmed Bukhari, asking why there is
saudebaazi (deal-making) at the lamhe-
aakhir (last moment).

Mumbai-based Urdu Times on October
16 published an editorial, ‘Masjid ka Maamla’
(The Masjid matter). It gives its view, wherein
it holds that the Hindu side has failed to es-
tablish that there was a mandir on the
ground that was destroyed to build the Babri
Masjid, or that it stood where the Babri
Masjid was. The editorial outlines the argu-
ments laid down in Court by both sides.
“These arguments in Court will determine
which side gets the land,” it says. The edito-
rial ends on aninteresting note: “If the Court
decides on the logic of arguments presented
before them, then it should be clear that the
top Court is still not overwhelmed by
Hindutva and is still unaffected or pure — un-
touched by Hindutva sentiments.”

RESTIVE OVER NRC

INQUILAB ON October 14 ran an editorial on
the NRC (National Register of Citizens), call-
ing it a “new fancy” (naya shosha). It men-
tions a “central minister” (unnamed) who
dropped anaya shoshain arally in Mumbai’s
Bhendi Bazaar, stating that NRC is not for
Indian Muslims but for foreigners. The min-
ister did not reveal where or how he discov-
ered that Muslims are scared, or did he think
it necessary to advise Indian Muslims about

The performance of the BJP’s
alliance partner, Shiv Sena,
has been underwhelming.
Political observers have time
and again pointed out the
Sena’s helplessness in
tageing along with the BJP.
The Sena did the most
laughable thing in politics —
have their cake and eat it too.
Though sharing power with
the BJP, the Sena tried to
occupy the Opposition’s
space. It was neither here,
nor there. Voters have sent
out a clear message to the
Sena that it can not have the
best of both worlds.

not being scared, before they are scared?”
The paper argues: “Then, another question
arises. Why did he deem it necessary to say
this? Actually, by framing the NRC as a
Hindu-Muslim question, it makes it clear
that not only daal mein kucch na kucch kaala
hai, balki poori daal kaali hai. Now, is it that
blackness has crept in because of the com-
pulsion to bring in black money?” The edi-
torial mixes metaphors and goes on: “Or, is
it that people are trying to keep their hands
clean of their attempt to clean corruption?”
It concludes that through several contradic-
tory statements, ministers and leaders of the
ruling party are deliberately trying to keep
the people in the dark about the whole thing
(NRC exercise).

Siasat has an editorial on October 9, on
“(Bangladesh Prime Minister) Sheikh
Hasina’s silence over the NRC”. On October
12, it poses a more direct question, asking,
“Who is the intended target of the NRC?” It
claims: “The government is trying to divert
the focus from burning issues that need peo-
ples’ attention. And this policy of diversion
is being concretely implemented as the new
NRC is being spoken of for all India.” It has
harsh things to say about India’s social at-
mosphere. “After Assam, West Bengal was
made a centre and all issues that spread dis-
agreement, hate and division in society are
being spread there”. The newspaper argues
that “(Home Minister) Amit Shah is so ob-
sessed with NRC that he can see no other is-
sues pertaining to the common man. It ap-

CR Sasikumar

Pawar converted the ill-timed ED notice to
him into a media spectacle. Under the glare
of cameras, he walked into the ED office in
Mumbai with hundreds of supporters to
“surrender” before authorities. Caught com-
pletely off guard, the ED had to publicly give
a “clean chit” to Pawar.

This was the turning point of this election
campaign. By beating the ruling party with
its own stick, Pawar also gave a lesson or two
to the NCP’s alliance partner, the Congress.
Virtually rudderless, the Congress was the
most invisible political force in the current
elections. It was Pawar who galvanised the
Congress and towards the end of the elec-
tioneering, it at least resembled a political
party. The point to be noted here is that nei-
ther Sonia Gandhi nor Priyanka Gandhi had
asingle rally or meeting in Maharashtra. One
can understand Sonia’s absence because of
her ill-health, but the Congress could have
deployed Priyanka in the Maharashtra elec-
tion campaign.

This, in fact, makes the election outcome
even more interesting. The message is very
clear: No political party can — and should —
take the electorate for granted. A ruling
party’s slide begins the moment it gives a call
for getting rid of the Opposition. Such hubris
creates an opposition for the ruling dispen-
sationin the voter’s mind. And, it is the voter
who knows, Satta ke liye santulan ka hona
zaruri hai.

The writer is editor, Loksatta

pears that this is not a matter of home af-
fairs alone but the entire central government
is taking this on, on a war footing.” It elabo-
rates that all ministers holding different
portfolios are also talking of NRC, which
“makes it clear that before all ministers, peo-
ples’ issues have no significance”.

NOBEL PURSUITS

EDITORIALS HAVE lauded the Nobel to
Indian-origin and educated economist,
Abhijit Banerjee. Banerjee andEsther Duflo’s
work on combating poverty has also been
discussed at length.

The October 17 editorial in Inquilab says:
“(Abhijit Banerjee) has used many opportu-
nities to point out the problems with the
Indian economy, but his viewpoint has been
ignored and there has been no attempt to
use his talent, skills or expertise. The gov-
ernment tried during demonetisation to
paintall these experts as communist and as
those with Leftist views.” It asks if labelling
people like this is not an “insult to their
knowledge and status in the world?”

Siasat on October 16 has an editorial de-
voted to Banerjee. It talks about the need for
strong and concrete policies to battle
poverty. It says: “They offer lessons which
need to be learned by those in
developing countries, where the problem of
poverty exists.”

Compiled by Seema Chishti

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While Justin Trudeau’s defeat of the Conservatives is welcome, closer scrutiny
of his record is overdue.”
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Medical devices
are not drugs

Why government should bring a new law to
regulate medical devices, not apply the 80-year-
old Drugs and Cosmetic Act

DINESH THAKUR

ASTONISHING THINGS are happening in
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
these days. In less than 30 days, the min-
istry is going to put in place a regulatory
framework for medical devices that will
likely give lobbyists for the medical device
industry a wonderful Christmas present.
Amazingly enough, the ministry aims to
implement this new framework without
the Parliament casting a single vote to de-
termine the future of an industry which has
already proven itself to be brazenly irre-
sponsible towards patients in India as we
are seeing in the ongoing hip-implant scan-
dal. Rather than moving a new law in
Parliament to regulate the medical device
industry, the ministry is creating an entire
regulatory framework out of notifications
and rules, using powers delegated to it un-
der the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 —a
pre-independence legislation that was en-
acted almost 80 years ago.

The first move towards the new frame-
work was made in 2017 when the ministry,
using powers under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, notified the Medical Device
Rules, 2017. At that time, only a few medical
devices were notified as “drugs”. In a noti-
fication a few days ago, the government an-
nounced its intention to treat all medical
devices, be it animplant ora MRI machine
as “drugs” under the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act. This means that all medical devices
would be placed within the framework of
the Medical Device Rules, 2017. This at-
tempt to deliberately retrofit medical de-
vices into the Drugs and Cosmetics Act will
lead to a toothless regulatory framework
for devices, similar to what exists for drugs
today. [ say this for two reasons after having
spoken to legal experts.

First, the ministry cannot create new of-
fences or penalties through its rule-mak-
ing authority. Only Parliament can enacta
law that creates new offences and penal-
ties for wrongdoing. As a result, the Medical
Device Rules 2017 contain no penal provi-
sions. Although the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act does contain a penal provision for the
manufacture of sub-standard drugs, it can-
not be used to penalise manufacturers of
sub-standard medical devices (although
medical devices will now be legally defined
as drugs) because legally binding standards
recognised in the Second Schedule to the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act covers only phar-
macopeias for drugs. If no standards for
medical devices are recognised in the
Second Schedule, it follows that there can
never be a prosecution of a manufacturer of
sub-standard medical devices.

What will unfold, if the current pro-
posalis adopted, will be similar to what we
see with substandard drugs: Companies
that make defective products will recall
them from foreign markets while continu-
ing to sell the same product in India, and
comply with the law. There is one subtle

distinction here. Even though sale of sub-
standard drugs can be prosecuted under
the current law; because there is no polit-
ical will, most manufacturers who make
poor quality drugs go scot-free. Under the
present proposal, even if there is public
pressure, similar to what we have seen in
the faulty hip-implant case, no prosecu-
tions will take place because there will be
no basis to prosecute intentional wrong-
doing in the law.

More importantly, medical devices, be-
cause of their nature, will be far more dif-
ficult (if not impossible) to standardise
when compared to drugs. So, what are the
tools available to Indian regulators under
the proposed framework to hold makers
of sub-standard medical device manufac-
turers to account? The answer is none
whatsoever. At most, the ministry can pro-
hibit the manufacture and sale of certain
medical devices under Section 26A or can-
cel a license to prevent future harm. But,
what of penalties or prosecution to punish
for the harm already inflicted on patients
due to negligence or worse, intentional
wrongdoing by the manufacturer?

The second reason s that it is quite clear
that the ministry has not learnt any lesson
from the recent hip-implant debacle. One
of the main challenges faced by the gov-
ernment in securing justice for faulty hip-
implants was to secure a list of patients
who had received the implant through sur-
gery. Since the manufacturer sold these de-
vices to doctors and hospitals and not pa-
tients directly, it did not have a list of
patients who had these devices implanted.
It could therefore conveniently skirt the
government’s query for a list of all the pa-
tients with faulty implants. Neither the
doctors nor the hospitals have an incentive
to share the list of patients or even inform
the patients because it would mean open-
ing themselves up to legal liability for sur-
gically implanting faulty devices in the pa-
tient’s body. One of the solutions to solve
this information deficit is to create a confi-
dential patient register that should be
maintained by the government to record
all details of implants. This register could
be used to notify patients in the case of mal-
functioning devices. The proposed regula-
tory framework does not offer any such
provision. As a result, the next time there
is such a case, the government will once
again not be able to contact the patients to
inform of their rights.

While medical devices have tremen-
dous potential to revolutionise healthcare,
the hip-implant scandals in India and
abroad have shown us the dark underbelly
of this industry. The proposed regulatory
framework lacks teeth and will do little to
hold the powerful medical devices indus-
try accountable in cases of intentional
wrongdoing. The government must re-
think this toothless framework and instead
enact a new law through Parliament.
Medical devices are not drugs, and it
would be a grave mistake to apply the
same regulatory framework to regulate
these complex devices. The need of the
hour is for new ideas to regulate this in-
dustry in the Indian context where the
courts lack the capacity to tackle such
complex issues.

The writer is a public health activist who
blew the whistle on Ranbaxy Laboratories

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

STRINGENCY TOO

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Put away
the stick’ (IE, October 24).
Overpopulation is a hydra-headed
devil. Several factors like the mortality
rate and migration come into play.
History shows us that the two-child
policy is effective in capping population
growth. To check overpopulation, strin-
gent measures are the need of the hour.
Affordable healthcare is also imperative
to contain population growth.

Varun Das, Zirakpur

FUEL PUMP POLITICS

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Fuel re-
tail business rules eased: Non-oil firms
can now set up petrol pumps’ (IE,
October 24). Lowering the investment
threshold for fuel retailing is a welcome
decision. Though few foreign and
Indian firms like Total, Adani, Reliance
and Aramco have presence in this
space this decision will help them pen-
etrate the market. It is also good that
the government has inserted a clause
to open at-least one CNG, LNG or elec-
tric charge station for every petrol
pump in the next three years. But it
should have increased the cap on the
private sector for setting up fuel pumps
inrural areas. But given the importance
of electric cars in the government
agenda, diesel firms will look to tread
carefully.

Bal Govind, Noida

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality
reader intervention, The
Indian Express offers the

Letter of the Week award.
The letter adjudged the
best for the week is
published every Saturday.
Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

SANCTITY OF SPACES

THIS REFERS to the article “Don’t sing
in Pilibhit” (IE, October 22). The society
seems to have normalised bringing
Hindu practices into what are supposed
to be secular systems.We see photos of
Hindu gods in government offices just
like the ones of Gandhi, Ambedkar. I
work in a government office in a rural
Karnataka. On Gandhi Jayanti this year,
Iwas astonished to see pooja being per-
formed to a Gandhi photo. Kumkum,
agarbattis and coconut were being used
in much the same way as in a Hindu
festival.

Rajiv MV, Chitradurga
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SIMPLY PUT

Reading the two verdicts

In Maharashtra, BJP falls short of ambitions and finds itself dependent on Shiv Sena. In Haryana, it is short of a clear majority. A number of factors were at play
in the polls, some exclusive to either state, and some common, such as state units driving the Congress campaigns. Five takeaways from each state.

Resurgence of Pawar with Cong riding
piggyback, and fissures within BJP-Sena

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 24

Opposition is not dead, yet

Weeks before the Maharashtra Assembly
election, Sharad Pawar, 79, was staring at the
remains of his NCP after the BJP had system-
atically poached key members in areas that
remained Pawar strongholds despite the
Modi wave. The BJP scaled up its ambitions
to winning145 seats on its own so that it
would not be at the mercy of its alliance part-
ner, Shiv Sena. It proved a bridge too far, al-
though the BJP-Sena did hold on to power.

There were two turning points for Pawar
in the run-up to the polls. The first came
when he was named by the Enforcement
Directorate in a money-laundering case
against the Maharashtra Cooperative Bank.
He announced he would voluntarily pres-
ent himself at the ED office in Mumbai. On
the given day, NCP supporters swarmed
Mumbai, turning it into a Maratha pride mo-
ment, while the ED frantically put out a
statement that it had not summoned Pawar.
He called off his visit to the ED office at the
request of the Mumbai police commissioner,
but had sent out a strong political message.

It was on the very last day of the cam-
paign that the second turning point arrived.
He addressed a widely televised rally for the
Satara Lok Sabha bypoll, standing under
pelting rain, to thundering applause. The
footage went viral overnight. It was NCP’s
magic moment, and possibly set a template
for the opposition in the state and country.

Nationalism vs local issues

In rallies, the emphasis by Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis was mainly on work by his
government, but he also ended every meet-
ing with the Centre’s decision to revoke J&K’s
special status. In an interview to The Indian
Express, Fadnavis said the Kashmir issue had
resonance in Maharashtra. In speeches by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, too, the Centre’s
action to abate Article 370 was a main pitch.
The results indicate it may not have had as
much resonance among Maharashtra voters
aslocalissues such as farm distress, and rural
indebtedness. In Nashik, the BJP-Sena paid
heavily for the government’s onion price con-
trol measures. Throughout its campaign, a
confident BJP did not address the conse-
quences of the economic slowdown in the
country’s most industrialised state.

SOPS DON'T ALWAYS FETCH VOTES: In
the BJP’s calculus, the Maratha quota, granted
in 2018, was the silver bullet to winning over
Maharashtra’s politically most dominant
community. The Marathas had been a main-
stay of the Congress and NCP’s voter base but
the BJP’sdominance in the Lok Sabha polls ap-
peared to suggest the community had shifted
loyalties. The Assembly polls made it clear that
the BJP could not take this for granted. Out of
70 seats in Western Maharashtra, a Maratha
stronghold, the BJP won only 16 seats, against
its 25 0f 2014. The promise of the Bharat Ratna
to V D Savarkar did not help the BJP quest for
dominance either.

Gandhis weren’t missed

After the rout in the Lok Sabha elections
and the leadership crisis within, the Congress
appeared not to be in the fight for the
Assembly elections, and was a feeble part-
ner of the NCP. Rahul Gandhi addressed only
five meetings, and Sonia Gandhi stayed away
from the campaign for health reasons.

It was left to the Maharashtra Congress
to make the best out of a bad situation. What
may have helped it in constituencies it won
was its choice of candidates who were locally
well known though they may not have had
a state-wide profile. A rudderless Congress,

2019

105 56 54 44 29
BJP Sena NCP Cong Others®
OTHERS

BVA 3 KSP 1
AIMIM 2 MNS 1
PJP 2  PWPI 1
SP 2  RSPS 1
CPI(M) 1 SWP 1
JSS 1  Independents 13

The Congress coat-tailed on
aresurgent NCP. One of the
curiosities of their alliance
was that the Congress and
the NCP did not address a
single rally from the same
platform but still managed
to project a united front. On
the other hand, the BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance was beset by
tensions from the very start.

coat-tailing on the NCP, won four more seats
thanin 2014.In many seats, it also benefited
from bad vibes within the BJP-Sena alliance.
One of the curiosities of the Congress-NCP
alliance was that the two parties did not ad-
dress a single rally from the same platform
but still managed to project a united front.
However, despite its improved seat tally, the
Congress finished fourth, and its vote share
fell from 17.8 per cent to 15.2 per cent.

Divided saffron alliance

From the start, the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance
was beset by tensions, born out of BJP’'s am-
bition of finishing the Sena, and the latter’s
insistent demand for “equal” power shar-
ing, by which it meant a shared chief minis-
tership, or the deputy chief minister’s post.
While Fadnavis and Uddhav Thackeray
managed to paper over these issues, the
Sena’s acceptance of a lower seat share was
a shock to cadres. It was a battlefield be-
tween Sena and BJP in many seats.

INBOTHSTATES, MOST VICTORIES BY COMFORTABLE MARGINS

MAHARASHTRA

< 5,000 votes
5,001-10,000 votes
M >70,000votes

Maps: Piyush Aggarwal and Hemang Kumar

HARYANA

2014

BJP 122
H Sena 63
NCP 41
HCong 42
Others 20

Tensions within the BJP too played a part,
especially in Vidarbha, marked by the sidelin-
ing of Nitin Gadkari, and ticket aspirants seen
as close to him. On the ground, unhappy RSS
cadres are said to have worked for rejected
candidates who contested as independents.
Also, only 16 of 31 defectors from Congress-
NCP to BJP-Sena won, an indicator that not all
voters are receptive to party hoppers.

Fadnavis suffers a setback

Fadnavis had outsmarted rivals in 2014
to become the Chief Minister, and defied crit-
icswho saw his Brahmin identity as unwork-
able in a Maratha-dominated political
ecosystem. He proved them wrong, along
the way deftly dealing with the Marathas by
granting them a quota, then breaking their
stranglehold by going after cooperatives. This
time, his mission was to return the BJP with
a near majority of its own, so that it could
shake off the Shiv Sena. Instead, the BJP has
become more dependent on the Sena than
it was. The loss of seats in Vidarbha, his home
turf, is another setback to Fadnavis.
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Local issues versus emotive ones, Hooda’s
continuing relevance, rise of Dushyant

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 24

For youth, absence of jobs

The election results in Haryana went
against the idea that the BJP has successfully

managed to disconnect economics from pol-
itics by focusing on its nationalist agenda.
Haryana, which has a population over 40
lakh in the 20-29 age bracket, has witnessed

a steep rise in unemployment over the last
five years. A report by the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy for May-August
2019 pegged unemployment in the state at
28.7 per cent, the highest in the country. A
few years ago, it had been only 8 per cent. It

is estimated that there are 2.02 million un-

employed young people in the state and over

half of them are matriculates and above.
While the BJP sought to highlight trans-
parency in recruitment to Class IV posts, its
rivals drummed home the rising jobless-
ness. The loss of jobs in the Manesar-
Gurugram belt also appear to have hurt the
BJP, which fell short of the halfway mark.

The Congress and the Jannayak Janata

Party (JJP) harped on disappearing jobs dur-

ing their campaign, with the latter promising
to implement the right to work and a 75 per

centjob quota forlocals. Many Haryanvis, who

had voted for the nationalistagendain the Lok

Sabha polls, seem to have decided that local
issues mattered more in the Assembly polls.

Gandhis out of limelight

This was one election where the Gandhi
family of the Congress did not play a lead

role in campaigning. Most of the canvassing

was done by the candidates themselves,
with some help from state Congress

Legislature Party chief Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and the new state Congress chief
Kumari Selja. While Prime Minister
Narendra Modi addressed seven rallies in

the state, Rahul Gandhi addressed only two.

The upswing in the fortunes of Congress,
from 15 seats in 2014 to 31 now, indicates
that the Gandhi star appeal did not matter.
Two-time former Chief Minister Hooda,

who is facing investigations in the Manesar

land scam, emerged the clear leader of the
Congress with his focus on local issues. The

fear that former state Congress chief Ashok

Tanwar’s resignation from the party, and his
support to both the JJP and the INLD, would
affect the party’s performance, too, was

proved wrong. Hooda got the lion’s share in

the distribution of tickets, and the Congress

swept his strongholds of Rohtak, Sonipat

and Jhajjar. The Congress won 11 of the 15
seats in the Jat belt with the BJP taking three
and one going to an independent.

Emergence of Dushyant

The JJP, formed out of a split in the INLD,
has emerged as a third front by bagging 10
seatsinits maiden elections. Anew leaderin
has emerged in Dushyant Chautala, 31, great-

grandson of Chaudhary Devi Lal. Known for

his oratorical and organisational skills, he has
demonstrated that the state is ready for a
youthful leadership. Many of the cadre votes
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TIGHT FIGHTS

IN9 HARYANA
SEATS, VICTORY
MARGINS LESS
THANZ,000

The Congress won 5 of

the 9 seats that were decided

by the smallest margins in

the state; the BJP won 3. Gopal
Kanda of the Haryana Lokhit Party
won in Sirsa by only 602 votes

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 24

THE BJP has finished six seats short of a ma-
jority in the 90-member Haryana Assembly,
but s confident of getting the support that it
needs. Its job though, might have become a
little more difficult had three seats it has won
by margins lower than 1,500 votes, gone the
other way.

The BJP won Thanesar by a margin of 842
votes, and Ratia (SC) and Yamunanagar by
1,216 and 1,455 votes respectively. In all, nine
seats saw victory margins smaller than 2,000.
Five of these were won by the Congress; one
by Gopal Kanda of the Haryana Lokhit Party.

Among the Congress victories, the closest
was in Punahana in the Muslim-dominated
Nuh district — Mohammad Ilyas defeated an
Independent candidate by just 816 votes. The
next smallest margin was in Rewari, where
Chiranjeev Rao of the Congress defeated the
BJP’s Sunil Kumar by 1,371 votes. Rao is Lalu

2019

40 31 10 9
BJP Cong JJP  others”
OTHERS

INLD

HLP

Independents 7

While the BJP sought to
highlight transparency in
recruitment to Class IV
posts, its rivals drummed
home the rising joblessness
in the state. It is estimated
that there are 2.02 million
unemployed young people in
Haryana, and over half of
them are matriculates and
above.

that used to go to the INLD have shifted to
Dushyant, showing discontent with a mori-
bund leadership. That he also has the
Chaudhary Devi Lal lineage also helps.
Interestingly, candidates from political
families did reasonably well in elections re-
gardless of their party affiliation. Kiran
Chaudhry (Congress) was able to retain her
seat, as was Kuldeep Bishnoi. Abhay
Chautala was the only INLD winner, in re-
sults that spelt doom for the party. Founded
in October 1996 as Haryana Lok Dal by
Chaudhary Devi Lal, who served as Deputy
Prime Minister and as Chief Minister twice,
the INLD used to give the national parties a
tough fight in Haryana. Even in 2014, it had
won 19 seats, four more than Congress, to
emerge as the principal opposition.

Hurt by over-confidence

The slogan ‘Mano again’ for Manohar Lal
Khattar did not resonate with Haryanvis on
the ground. CM Khattar’s statements such

WHAT THE NUMBERS SHOW

SEAT WINNER

Thanesar Subhash Sudha (BJP)
Yamunanagar Ghanshyam Dass (BJP)
Assandh Shamsher Singh Gogi (INC)
Mulana (SC) Varun Chaudhary (INC)
Rewari Chiranjeev Rao (INC)
Punahana Mohammad Ilyas (INC)
Kharkhauda (SC) Jaiveer Singh (INC)
Ratia (SC) Lakshman Napa (BJP)
Sirsa Gopal Kanda (HLP)

Prasad’s son-in-law, and R]D leader Tejashwi
Yadav campaigned for the Congress candidate.

In 2014, the BJP won Rewari by a massive
45,466 votes. But sitting MLA Randhir
Kapriwas was denied the ticket this time —
so he fought as an Independent and won
36,778 votes, ensuring Sunil Kumar’s defeat.

The other seats the Congress won by nar-

2014

BJP 47
M Cong 15
EINLD 19

Others 9

as “Main anaadi nahin siyasat ka khiladi
hoon”, backfired with the Opposition accus-
ing him of being arrogant. There was an up-
roar on social media when, during his Jan
Ashirwaad Yatra preceding the polls, Khattar
threatened to behead a man who had
crowned him (he later clarified it was be-
cause he believed in equality).

The fall of heavyweights in his ministry
— those defeated included eight ministers
and the BJP state chief — showed that the
top echelons of the government had failed to
connect with people despite the multitude
of people-friendly initiatives. Bakshish Singh
Virk, the BJP candidate from Assandh, who
had bragged that no matter which button
you press, the vote will go to BJP, also lost the
seat he had wonin 2014.

Some of the results showed substance
can trump star appeal. Sports stars Babita
Phogat and Yogeshwar lost, while Sonali
Phogat, the Tik Tok star, was defeated from
Adampur. Sandeep Singh, the former hockey
captain who overcame a debilitating injury,
managed to swing Pehowa because his story
of grit resonated in a constituency populated
by Partition refugees.

Jats remain a factor

Although the BJP sought to move beyond
the dominance of Jats, the community did
make a difference in 36 seats across four par-
liamentary constituencies. In the Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP had secured more than 70 per-
cent of both non-Jat upper caste votes and
OBCvotes besides 50 per cent of Jat votes as
per data from Lokniti-CSDS. But many Jats
who had voted for the BJP’s nationalist
agenda in the Lok Sabha polls, cast their vote
on local issues in the Assembly polls.

DEFEATED BY VOTES
Ashok Kumar Arora (INC) 842
Dilbagh Singh (INLD) 1,455
Narendra Singh (BSP) 1,703
Rajbir Singh (BJP) 1,688
Sunil Kumar (BJP) 1,317
Rahish Khan (Ind) 816
Pawan Kumar (JJP) 1,544
Jarnail Singh (INC) 1,216
Gokul Setia (Ind) 602

row margins were Mulana (SC), Assandh,and
Kharkhauda (SC).

The smallest victory margin in the state
was at Sirsa, where Gopal Kanda defeated
Independent candidate Gokul Setia by 602
votes. Sirsa was won by the INLD in 2014; this
year, the party has got just one seat —
Ellenabad, where Abhay Chautala has won.
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MINISTERS:
ONLY V1 IN

HEALTH MINISTER ANIL VIj (BJP)
DEFEATED CHITRASARWARA
(INDEPENDENT)

m By a margin of 20,165 votes in
Ambala Cant

EDUCATION MINISTER RAM
BILAS SHARMA (BJP)

LOST TORAODANSINGH
(CONGRESS)

m By a margin of 10,220 votes in
Mahendragarh

AGRICULTURE MINISTER OM
PRAKASH DHANKAR (BJP)
LOST TOKULDEEPVATS
(CONGRESS)

m By a margin of 11,245 votes in
Badli

WCD MINISTER KAVITA JAIN
(BJP)

LOST TOSURENDRA PANWAR
(CONGRESS)

m By a margin of 32,878 votes in
Sonipat

FINANCE MINISTER CAPT
ABHIMANYU (BJP)

LOST TORAM KUMAR GAUTAM
(JJP)

m By a margin of 12,029 votes in
Narnaund

TRANSPORT MINISTER
KRISHAN LAL PANWAR (BJP)
LOST TOBALBIRSINGH
(CONGRESS)

m By a margin of 20,015 votes in
Israna

TURNCOATS:
MIXED BAG

In the run-up to Assembly
polls, several politicians
switched sides. A look
at how they fared

PARMINDER DHULL

JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVINGINLD
m Defeated by JJP’s Amarjeet
Dhandain JULANA

ZAKIR HUSSAIN

JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVINGINLD

m Defeated by Cong’s Aftab Ahmed
in NUH

RAJVEER BARARA

JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVING INLD
m Defeated by Cong’s Varun
Chaudhary in MULLANA

RAM CHANDER KAMBOJ
JOINED BJP AFTER LEAVING INLD
m Finished third in RANIA

SATISH NANDAL

JOINEDBJP AFTERLEAVING INLD
m Defeated by Cong’s Bhupinder
Singh Hooda in GARHI SAMPLA-
KILOI

NASEEM AHMED

JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVINGINLD
m Defeated by Cong’s Mamman
Khan in FEROZEPUR JHIRKA

NAGENDRA BHADANA
JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVINGINLD
m Defeated by Cong’s Neeraj
Sharma in FARIDABAD NIT

VINOD BHAYANA

JOINEDBJP AFTERLEAVING CONG
m Wins from HANSI, defeats

JJP’'s Rahul Makkar

ASHOK ARORA

JOINED CONG AFTERLEAVING INLD
m Defeated by BJP’s Subhash Sudha
in THANESAR

PRADEEP CHAUDHARY

JOINED CONG AFTERLEAVING INLD
m Wins from KALKA, defeats BJP’s
Latika Sharma

DURA RAM

JOINED BJP AFTER LEAVING CONG
m Wins from FATEHABAD, defeats
JJP’s Virender Siwach

LEELA RAM GURJAR

JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVINGINLD
m Wins from KAITHAL, defeats
Cong’s Randeep Singh Surjewala

RAM KUMAR KASHYAP
JOINEDBJP AFTERLEAVING INLD

m Wins from INDRI, defeats Rakesh
Kamboj (Independent)

RANBIR GANGWA

JOINED BJP AFTERLEAVINGINLD
m Wins from NALWA, defeats
Cong’s Randhir Panihar
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Congress leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda watches the results at his residence in New Delhi on Thursday. Anil Sharma

Hooda admits: change came late

IN AUGUST, former Chief Minister
BHUPINDER SINGHHOODA publicly rebelled
against the Congress and declared himself the
chief ministerial candidate, “with or without
Congress”.Giving in to pressure, the party high
command, in September, made him CLPleader
and replaced Ashok Tanwar with Kumari Selja
as PCC chief. Hooda tells VARINDER BHATIA
thatif the change was made earlier, the results
would have been different.

After winning 31 seats, what is your
next step?

The mandate of the people of Haryana is
against the state government. I have already
appealed to the entire Opposition that the
people’s mandate should be respected and
we should all join hands — whether it is the
JJP,INLD, independents or Kanda’s HLP. Let us
see how they respond. I have not yet spoken
with Dushyant Chautala, but a few independ-
ent candidates who have won are in touch.

If the change in the party’s state
leadership was made earlier, would the
results have been different?

Of course, the results would have been dif-
ferent.

Do you think the BJP’s nationalist
campaign failed?

Talking about Balakot, Article 370 etcis a
separate issue. At the Assembly
polls, they should have listed the
achievements of their state gov-
ernment in the last five years.
They should have shown what
they have done for the people of
this state — be it traders, youth,
farmers. Every section of society
is upset with this BJP govern-
ment. People of the state have
shown their anger today and
proved what have been saying
— that it is a non-performing
government.

Almost all the BJP’s outgoing ministers
have lost.

This reflects the non-performance of the
government. Its ministers were full of arro-
gance. It shows that the government did not

THE EXPRESS

BHUPINDER HOODA
CONG LEADER, HARYANA

take any people-friendly decision. The state
government did not have any achievement to
showcase. Whenever they went to the peo-
ple, they could not say if they have got any ad-
ditional metro line, thermal power station,
university, college, job avenues, industries.
They absolutely failed in
governance. The state
which used to be No. 1 in
per capitainvestmentand
per capitaincomein 2014,
has now been reduced to
being No. 1 in unemploy-
ment and crime.

The BJP is staking claim
to form the
government.

Itcandoso, asitis the
single largest party. But,
morally, it has lost all right to do so. When
your entire cabinet has been rejected, when
the people have given their mandate against
you, when the people have rejected you, you
do not have any moral ground to stake claim.
Itis a moral defeat for the BJP.
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What dented

BJP: Backlashin
Jat stronghold

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 24

THE BJP on Thursday faced defeat in six Jat-
dominated constituencies that were at the
epicentre of the quota stir violence of 2016.
It also lost the three Muslim-dominated
seats in southern Haryana.

Candidates of the ruling party lost all the
nine Assembly segments even though the BJP
had managed towinall 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Haryana during the recent Lok Sabha polls.

The Muslim-dominated seats of Nuh,
Ferozepur Jhirka and Punhana are in south-
ern Haryana. The Jat-dominated seats, which
fall in Rohtak, Jhajjar and Sonipat districts,
are Beri, Jhajjar, Meham, Badli, Baroda and
Garhi Sampla-Kiloi.

In the Muslim-dominated constituen-
cies, the BJP relied on INLD turncoats Zakir
Husain in Nuh and Naseem Ahmed in
Ferozepur Jhirka — both were seeking re-
election from their respective constituencies.
In Punhana, the BJP fielded debutant
Nouksham Chaudhary. However, these con-
stituencies maintained their voting pattern,
which was evident in Thursday’s results.

InNuh, Congress candidate Aftab Ahmed
defeated BJP’s Zakir Hussain by 4,038 votes,
while in Ferozepur Jhirka, Congress’s
Mamman Khan defeated BJP’s Naseem
Ahmed by 37,004 votes. In Punhana,
Congress’s Mohd. Ilyas defeated
Independent candidate Rahish Khan, while
BJP candidate Nouksham Chaudhary was
nowhere in the fight.

Among the Jat seats, Beri saw Congress
candidate Dr Raghuvir Singh Kadian defeat
BJP’s Vikram Kadian by 12,952 votes, while in
Jhajjar, Congress candidate Geeta Bhukkal
defeated BJP candidate Rakesh Kumar by
13,751 votes.

InBaroda, Congress candidate SriKrishan
Hooda defeated BJP’s Yogeshwar Dutt by
4,840 votes and in Meham, independent

Dushyant emerges as new Chautala

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 24

THE FLEDGLING Jannayak Janata Party (JJP),
born just 10 months ago out of a family feud
in the Indian National Lok Dal (INLD),
emerged Thursday as a third political force
in Haryana by winning 10 out of the 90 seats
in the Assembly polls — a significant num-
ber in a verdict that did not throw up any
clear winners with BJP and Congress failing
to get majority.

As the results came in, however, JJP chief
Dushyant Chautala struck a measured note
and dismissed talk about him being a king-
maker. “lam neither a king nor a kingmaker...
I have called a meeting of senior leaders, in-
cluding the winning candidates, tomorrow.
We will discuss our future course of action,
and will abide by whatever decision is taken
by the party,” he said.

Dushyant, 31, is the son of Ajay Chautala
and grandson of Om Prakash Chautala, both of
whom were sentenced in 2013 to 10 years in
jail for their role in a teachers’ recruitment
scam.

Onits poll debut this time, [JP’s candidates
defeated heavyweights such as finance min-
ister Capt Abhimanyu from Narnaund, BJP
state chief Subhash Barala from Tohana, and
minister of state Krishan Kumar Bedi from
Shahbad. Dushyant’s mother Naina Singh up-
staged Congress candidate and late CIM Bansi
Lal’'s son Ranbir Singh Mahendra from Badhra.

Dushyant, a business graduate from
California State University and a lawyer from
NLU, trounced Prem Lata Singh, wife of BJP
leader Chaudhry Birender Singh, who had
defeated him in the previous state polls in
2014. Just four months ago, Prem Lata’s son

MANOHARLAL KHATTAR (BJP)

wins Karnal seat by 45,188 votes

Dushyant Chautala thanks voters at Uchana Kalan on Friday. jasbir Malhi

Brijender Singh, a former Haryana-cadre IAS
officer, had defeated Dushyant from the Hisar
Lok Sabha constituency.

But many of [JP’'s winning candidates this
time are ambitious turncoats. Ram Karan, the
winner from Shahbad (SC), was an INLD
member who had lost to BJP’s Krishan Kumar
Bedi by amere 562 votesin 2014. He joined JJP
after Congress refused to give him a ticket.

Two of the winners are disgruntled BJP
leaders who switched sides for tickets. Jogi
Ram Sihag, the winner from Barwala, is for-
mer chairman of the Haryana Housing
Cooperative Federation, who joined
Dushyant’s party on October 3.

Ram Kumar Gautam, the giant-slayer
from Narnaund, is known for his role in scrap-

BHUPINDER HOODA (CONG)
Wins Garhi Sampla-Kiloi seat by 58,312 votes

ping the Jat quota. He had once left BJP when
it allied with INLD, saying it was a “party of
demons”. This time, he quit the saffron party
after being denied the ticket from Narnaund.
Devinder Singh Babli, who defeated the
BJP state chief at Tohana, joined [JP in October
after being denied ticket by Congress.
The]JP also fielded the highest number of
Jat candidates at 34 followed by Congress’s
27 and BJP’s 20, and found support in Jat-
dominated seats. Anoop Dhanak, one of the
four INLD legislators to join JJP when the party
split last December, won from Uklana, while
Amarjeet Dhanda stopped Paramjeet Singh
Dhull (INLD) from scoring a hattrick at Julana.
Both the candidates fought on the slogan,
“Croron chahne waalon ka mela hai, kaun ke-

DUSHYANT CHAUTALA (JJP)

wins Uchana Kalan seat by 47,452 votes

hta hai Dushyant Chautala akela hai? (It’s a
festival of those who seek crores, and who
says Dushyant Chautalais alone?)”.

One of the last to come up with their
manifesto, the party targeted the youth by
promising right to work and 75 per cent
quota for local youths in jobs and an unem-
ployment allowance of Rs 11,000.

When Dushyant founded ]JJP on
December 3, 2018, after his expulsion from
INLD by party supremo and grandfather Om
Prakash Chautala, many had thought it
would be a flash in the pan. But he positioned
himself as the heir to the legacy of Choudhry
Devi Lal, arguably the tallest Jat leader of
Haryana, by using his name Jannayak, and
started enrolling members.

His detractors first took note of the young
party when Dushyant’s younger brother
Digvijay came second in the Jind bypolls, rel-
egating Congress heavyweight Randeep
Singh Surjewala to third and INLD, once con-
sidered formidable in the seat, to fifth. It also
raked in more votes than INLD in the Lok
Sabha polls in May.

The JJP draws its cadre not just from a
fractured INLD Jat vote, but also from Indian
National Students Organisation (INSO),a well
organised outfit set up by Ajay Chautala.

Ever since he became the youngest Lok
Sabha MP at 26 after defeating former CM
Bhajan Lal’s son Kuldeep Bishnoi from Hisar
in 2014, Dushyant has been nurturing the
youth constituency.

The student cadre translated into enthu-
siastic supporters during the Assembly elec-
tions. With a smattering of green and yellow
flags, catchy slogans, and peppy numbers, JJP
was very much the third most visible party in
the campaign, with long cavalcades of sup-
porters belying the party’s age.

RANDEEP SURJEWALA (CONG)

loses Kaithal seat by 1,246 votes

candidate Balraj Kundu defeated Congress’s
Anand Singh Dangi by 12,233 votes. Here,
BJP’s Shamsher Singh finished third.

Badli saw Congress’s Kuldeep Vats defeat-
ing BJP’s Cabinet minister Om Prakash
Dhankar by 11,245 votes, while in Garhi
Sampla-Kiloi, Congress’s Bhupinder Singh
Hooda defeated BJP’s Satish Nandal by
58,312 votes — the biggest victory marginin
these Assembly polls.

Beri, Meham, Badli, Garhi Sampla-Kiloi
and Jhajjar Assembly segments fall in Rohtak
parliamentary constituency, from where
BJP’s Arvind Kumar Sharma defeated
Congress’s Deepender Singh Hooda in the
Lok Sabha polls just five months ago. Baroda
constituency falls in Sonipat parliamentary
constituency, from where BJP’s Ramesh
Chander Kaushik defeated former CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda in the same parlia-
mentary elections.

The caste factor appears to have played a
vital role in deciding the BJP candidates’ fate
in the Jat-dominated seats. Despite the BJP
fielding Jat candidates here, the party’s im-
age as anon-Jat party and failure of Jat lead-
ers within the BJP to secure reservation for
their own community seem to have gone
against them. Forty lives were lost in
Haryana during the Jat quota stir. Later, a
large number of Jats were arrested on
charges on charges of vandalism.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, too, the BJP
candidates who won by huge margins failed
to make inroads in these Assembly
segments.

InNuh, the BJP had got 34,258 votes while
the Congress had polled 82,116 votes.
Similarly, in Ferozepur Jhirka, BJP had got
26,466 votes while the Congress had led the
segment with 1,08,324 votes. In Punhana,
the BJP had polled 22,267 votes against
Congress’s 81,876.

Similarly, in all Jat-dominated Assembly
segments, the BJP had trailed the Congress
during the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

BALLOTIN

AAP candidates set
to lose deposits in
Haryana, Faridabad

Gurgaon: The AAP candidates in
Haryana’s Gurgaon and Faridabad dis-
tricts are set to lose their deposits, with
all of them missing the 16.67 per cent
vote share mark by large margins. AAP
had fielded candidates in 6 of the 10
constituencies in both districts — two
in Gurgaon and four in Faridabad. The
BJP also gained another constituency
in Faridabad — Tigaon, where the
party’s Rajesh Nagar defeated sitting
MLA and Congress candidate Lalit
Nagar by 33,841 votes. ENS

Swaraj India fails
to open account

Chandigarh: The Yogendra Yadav-led
Swaraj India, which had contested 40
seats in Haryana, failed to open its ac-
count. The party had surprised every-
one on July 23 by releasing its list of
candidates.

Party founder Yadav had made it
clear that he did not expect to win any
seat. “I am just laying the foundation
of a new electoral discourse,” said
Yadav. The party’s candidates were
selected for their affinity to public
service. The party called its manifesto
Imaan Patra and promised to create
201lakh job opportunities at an outlay
of Rs 20,000 crore in the state. ENS

ABHAY CHAUTALA (INLD)
Wins Ellenabad seat by 11,922 votes
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Shiv Sena candidate Aaditya Thackeray with his family members at his residence, after winning from Worli, on Thursday. Prashant Nadkar

As BJP’s tally dips, Uddhav
reminds it of ‘50-50’ formula

BALLOTIN

MNS wins one seat,
vote share drops

Mumbai: The Raj Thackeray-led MNS
has been able to win only one seat —
Kalyan Rural won by Pramod Ratan.
The MNS’s vote share in Maharashtra
has been in a free fall from the heady
days of 2009 when it won 13 seats
polling 5.71 per cent of votes. This
dropped to 3.1 per centin 2014 when
it won one seat. It has now further
come down to 2.3 per cent. After its
initial plan not to contest, the MNS
fielded 101 candidates. Raj
Thackeray’s aggressive style of cam-
paigning was hardly on show with
many perceiving this change to the ED
notice slapped on him in a money
laundering case. ENS

AIMIM gets two,

loses old seats

Mumbai: The AIMIM made inroads in
North Maharashtra winning two
seats in Malegaon Central and Dhule
City, but failed to save its own turf of
Aurangabad Central and Byculla,
where the party had won in 2014.
After breaking ranks with Prakash
Ambedkar-led Vanchit Bahujan
Aghadi, the Hyderabad-based party
under the leadership of state presi-
dentImtiazJaleel had fielded 44 can-
didates in Maharashtra — the highest
so far since Asaduddin Owaisi-led
party started contesting elections in
Maharashtra. Mufti Ismail won from
Malegaon Central seat and Shah Faruk
Anwar from Dhule City. ENS

VBA draws a blank,
vote share dips

Mumbai: Six months after its impres-
sive debut with over 7 per cent of
votes in Maharashtra at the Lok
Sabha elections, the Vanchit Bahujan
Aghadi (VBA) failed to impress in the
Assembly elections, failing to win a
single seat. While its candidates
fared reasonably well in a few select
seats, overall, its vote share fell sig-
nificantly from its Lok Sabha per-
formance. ENS

PRITHVIRAJCHAVAN (CONG)

wins Karad South seat
by 9,130 votes

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 24

AS THE BJP’s seat tally in the Maharashtra
Assembly polls tumbled to about 20 less
than what it was in 2014, Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray lost no time on Thursday
to “remind” his saffron alliance partner
about the “equal” or “50-50 power sharing”
formula for all posts in the government.

This is Sena speak for rotating the chief
minister’s post between itself and the BJP
for two-and-a-half years each. Thackeray
appeared to be speaking with the new-
found confidence that the BJP’s lower than
expected performance in the elections
seemed to have given his party.

“We all know that when the alliance was
forged before the Lok Sabha polls, 50:50 for-
mula was decided. There is no need to hide
it now. It was also decided that the seat-
sharing ratio would be 144:144. BJP state
president Chandrakant Patil then said that
should understand BJP’s problems in seat
sharing. [ understood their problems and ac-

cepted a smaller share of the seats. But if
their problems are going to increase, then I
can’t understand all their problems,”
Thackeray told mediapersons at the Sena
headquarters in Mumbai.

Maintaining that he needs to expand his
party, he added: “So, all senior leaders from
both parties will sit together and we will
take a decision on the formula. Then, we will
stake a claim on government formation.”

It was not a “warning” to the BJP, he said,
but “just areminder” of what had been dis-
cussed earlier.

The Sena chief’s remarks came after the
Assembly polls results showed that the BJP
is set towin 105 seats, and the Sena 56. Both
parties have won less number seats as com-
pared to the last time. In the 2014 elections,
the BJP had won 122 seats, while Sena won
63 after contesting the polls separately.

Thackeray indicated that he would not
explore the possibility of forming a govern-
ment without the BJP by seeking support
from the Congress-NCP combine. “I am not
in a hurry. [ am not greedy for power and
won't do anything out of turn for power,” he

said on Congress-NCP offering support fora
Sena CM.

Sena leaders are confident that the
party’s bargaining power has increased due
to the fall in the BJP numbers, though its own
tally of seats has fallen by seven seats from
what it had won in 2014.

“The drop in the number of Sena seats
happened either due to the rebellion by
party workers or non-cooperation of BJP
workers at many places. The results clearly
showed that there was no alliance at the
ground level despite attempts made by the
top leaders of both parties,” said a senior
Sena leader.

Another Sena leader said that the party
faced anti-incumbency at a few places and
also faced strong fight from the NCP in some
seats.

“Some of our candidates faced the anti-
incumbency. Also, change of candidates
seems not to have worked in our favour,”
said the leader, pointing out that people did
not vote for defectors from Congress and
NCPwho had joined Sena ahead of the polls
and were given tickets by the party.
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How Pawar scripted
NCP fightback: 66
rallies in poll run-up

ZEESHAN SHAIKH
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 24

“IT MAY not be a clean sweep but Sharad
Pawar, the warrior, has fought back. And
how,” NCP MP from Baramati, Supriya Sule,
said on Thursday.

Addressing the media in Mumbai, the
NCP chief showed just how his leadership
helped the party improve its tally from 41
seats in 2014 to 54, just two behind the Shiv
Sena: an unrelenting drive, even at just days
shy of 79. While he was being hailed as the
comeback king, Pawar said he would embark
on a state-wide tour to develop a new batch
of young, second-rung leaders in
Maharashtra.

Not long ago, the state and his old asso-
ciates seemed to have turned their back on
Pawar, with many quitting the party to join
either the BJP or the Sena. But rather than
getting bogged down, Pawar decided to
launch the comeback of his life, holding 66
rallies in the campaign phase.

In the run-up to the elections, the
Enforcement Directorate had registered a
case against Pawar in a money
laundering case, but his strategy to run a
campaign on how he was being “targeted”
as part of vendetta politics by the ruling
regime seems to have found a connect with
the voters.

“In this election we have seen that peo-
ple do not take to kindly to people who get
intoxicated with power. Power comes and
goes, and people have this expectation that
you should be grounded. If you take a posi-
tion contrary to that, the same people do not
take to it kindly,” he said, reacting to the
election verdict.

“The mandate is that we sit in the
Opposition. We will do that,” said
Pawar. Ganesh Shirsekar

Pawar’s statement was a swipe at
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, who, during campaigning, said that
his party was ready for a wrestling match but
there was no “pahalwan” (wrestler) left in
the ring. Fadnavis had also taken swipes at
Pawar at other times, comparing him to the
comic jailer played by actor Asrani in the film
‘Sholay’.

“This government’s attitude of looking at
people’s problems has not been liked by the
people,” Pawar said. “This call of abki baar
220 paar (this time 220-plus) has not been
accepted by the people.”

Pawar also denied that the NCP is look-
ing at being a part of the government. “The
mandate is that we sit in the Opposition. We
will do that,” Pawar said.

WITH ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS IN PUNE

SANJAY NIRUPAM TELLS MANGJ CG WHY HE THINKS THE PARTY COULD NOT PUT UP A

PROPER FIGHT INMAHARASHTRA. EXCERPTS:

How do you analyse the
election results? What
went wrongin
Maharashtra?

We did not fight the
elections (properly). The
BJP has a style. It createsa
huge propaganda two-
three months before the
elections... They identified
the weak links in our

looking for a good, viable
alternative. But we could
not become an
alternative. That appeal
was missing. It has to be
created.

Why could you not
provide that alternative?
That should be asked of
those whoran the

party and inducted such

leaders from the Congress and NCP. It
demoralises the rest of the leaders.

On top of that, there was a lack of unity,
lack of cohesiveness, and paucity of
funds. So there was no campaign as
such. We did not carry out a proper
campaign to attack the ruling alliance.
Results clearly say that voters were

BJP CANDIDATE EXPECTED TO CONTEST, BUT SENA GIVEN TICKET: POLL OFFICIAL

In Latur (Rural) seat, NOTA is first runner-up with 27,500 votes

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 24

THE CONSTITUENCY of Latur (Rural) saw
27,500 voters choosing the ‘None of the
Above’ (NOTA) option, the highest in the
Maharashtra Assembly election. NOTA
polled the second highest number of votes
—-accounting for 13.78 per cent of the total
votes counted in the seat.

In the constituency, Congress candidate
Dhiraj Deshmukh, son of former chief min-
ister Vilasrao Deshmukh, got 1,35,006 votes
(67%). After Deshmukh and NOTA, Shiv
Sena’s Sachin Deshmukh and VBA'’s Baliram
Done polled 13,524 and 12,966 votes, respec-
tively.

ASHOK CHAVAN (CONG)

wins Bhokar seat by
97,445 votes

When asked about the high NOTA votes,
Sachin said he was still shocked by the ver-
dict. An aide said they would decide whether
they want to approach the EC.

District election authorities, however, said
they were not surprised by the high number
of NOTA votes. An official said that a BJP can-
didate was expected to be given a ticket for
the Latur seat, but eventually a Sena candi-
date was chosen due to the seat-sharing
arrangement between the two alliance part-
ners. Following this, there were protests by
BJP workers in the district. Pamphlets were
also found urging voters to choose NOTA.

“The pamphlets also shared on social me-
dia claimed that if NOTA receives the maxi-
mum votes, there will be re-election. When
a clarification was sought by the press before

AMIT DESHMUKH (CONG)

won Latur City seat
by 40,415 votes

the elections regarding NOTA, we had stated
the rules regardingit,” said Latur district elec-
tion officer and collector G Srikant.
Asperrules, evenif NOTA is chosen more
than any other candidate, the candidate who
gets the maximum votes after NOTA — even
if itis a single vote — will be declared a win-
ner, the district authorities had clarified.
Done, the candidate who stood fourth, al-
leged that the rumours about NOTA were po-
litically motivated to discourage voters from
electing him. So far, neither the Sena candi-
date nor the VBA or any other candidates
have filed complaints on the alleged rumour.
Apart from Latur, Palus Kadegaon, which
is part of Sangli Lok Sabha constituency, also
saw a high number of NOTA votes —- 20,631
or 9.9 per cent of the electorate. The winning

NITESH RANE (BJP)

wins Kankavali seat
by 28,116 votes

candidate, Patangrao Kadam of the Congress,
secured 83.04 per cent of the votes, while
NOTA was chosen more than any candidate
apart from Kadam.

In Mumbai’s Jogeshwari East con-
stituency, 12,031 voters or over 8% chose the
NOTA option, the highest in the city. The con-
stituency comprises areas including Aarey
Colony, where 2,185 trees were hacked for a
Mumbai Metro car shed earlier this month.
While many residents protested the tree-cut-
ting, none of the groups, including the 7,000
adivasis living in the 27 tribal padas part of
the constituency had, however, declared that
they would be choosing NOTA as a protest
vote. Shiv Sena’s Ravindra Waikar, the in-
cumbent MLA, won with a margin of 58,787
votes.

PARAG SHAH (BJP)

wins Ghatkopar East seat
by 53,319 votes

campaign. What is the
responsibility of the general secretary
in charge? His job is to dispel confusion
in the state unit — talk to the people,
take everyone along. There was no such
attempt. [ demand that some
accountability be fixed now...
FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

In 2014, when NOTA was used in the state
for the first time in Assembly polls, the max-
imum NOTA votes recorded in the city were
in Chandivali-4653, with Jogeshwari East
recording 2,038 NOTA votes.

In 2013, the Supreme Court had directed
the Election Commission to provide a but-
ton called None of the Above in EVMs, for
those who come to the polling booth and
decide not to vote for any of the candidates
in the fray. The court had observed that the
mechanism of ‘negative voting’ serves a
fundamental and essential part of a ‘vibrant
democracy’, and held that such an option
gives the voter the right to express his dis-
approval with the kind of candidates being
put up.

WITHATIKHRASHID INPUNE

ROHIT PAWAR (NCP)

wins Karjat Jamkhed seat
by 43,347 votes



