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2016: It had lost much
of its territory on the
Syria-Turkey border to
Kurdish forces and also
Fallujain Iraq

June 2014: IS proclaimed
its caliphate after seizing
Mosul. Baghdadi stood
inside the al-Nuri mosque
to assert his leadership

Nov. 3, 2016: Baghdadi cites Algeria,
Tunisia, Libya and other countries
where the IS has established
affiliates

Aug. 23, 2018: Downplays

CORNERED AND CRUSHED Here is how the operation to capture and kill Baghdadi unfolded in the last few days:

Oct. 27,1.00
a.m.: Troops dig
through debris

May 2019: Joint
U.S., Turkish and
Iraqgi operation

Oct. 26,5 p.m.:
Trump enters Situation
Room to watch raid in

12 midnight: Helicopters arrive at Bari-
sha. U.S. Special Forces attack building
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March 2019: Five years
after the caliphate was
declared, the IS was driven
out of the last pocket of
land it held in Baghuz

2017: IS lost both its cap-
ital Ragqga in Syria and the
historic city of Mosul in
Iraq, signifying the begin-
ning of its reign's end

C) He spent his last moments in utter fear,
in total panic and dread, terrified of the

American forces bearing down on him
DONALD TRUMP, U.S. President on Baghdadi
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Believed to have
aerial footage of
operation

REUTERS
WASHINGTON/MOSCOW

U.S. President Donald

Trump said on Monday that
he may declassify and re-
lease part of the video taken
on Saturday of the raid in Sy-
ria in which Islamic State (IS)
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
was killed. The video is be-
lieved to include aerial foot-
age and possibly footage
from cameras mounted on
the soldiers who stormed
Baghdadi’s compound.
“We’re thinking about it.
We may,” Mr. Trump told re-
porters before flying to Chi-

recording

April 29, 2019:

dadi re-emerges in an
18-minute video, claims
that the Easter Sunday
attacks in Sri Lanka
were acts of revenge
for the defeat in
Baghuz, Syria

ident Donald
Trump claims
Baghdadi is
dead after a
U.S. raid in Idlib

In the situation room of the White House, U.S. President
Donald Trump watched as Special Operations forces closed in
on Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. =arp

cago. “We may take certain
parts of it and release it.”
World leaders welcomed
Baghdadi’s death, but said
the campaign against the Is-
lamic State (IS) was not over,
with so-called lone wolves

likely to seek revenge.
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov declined to say if
the U.S. had told Russia
about the operation in ad-
vance. But he added: “If this
information is confirmed, we

Refrain from giving opinions,
Pak. regulator tells TV anchors

‘Hosts should not appear as subject matter experts’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s electronic media
regulator has barred televi-
sion anchors from giving
“opinions”  during talk
shows and has limited their
role of being a “moderator”,
areport said on Monday.

In an order issued on Sun-
day, the Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) also directed an-
chors hosting regular shows

“not to appear as experts” in
talk shows in their own or
other channels, the Dawn
newspaper reported. As per
the PEMRA code of conduct,
the role of anchors is to
moderate the programmes
in an objective, unbiased
and impartial manner, ex-
cluding themselves from
their personal biases on any
issue. “Therefore, anchors
hosting exclusive regular
shows should not appear in

talk shows, whether own or
other channels,” as subject
matter experts,” the report
said, citing the order.

The order comes follow-
ing a ruling by the Islamabad
High Court last week in the
matter of Shahbaz Sharif vs.
the state that took cogni-
sance of various TV talk
shows in which anchors, in
violation of the code of con-
duct, tried to malign the jud-
iciary, the report said.

can talk about a serious con-
tribution by the President of
the United States to the fight

against international
terrorism.”
‘Fight goes on’

French President Emmanuel
Macron said Baghdadi’s
death was a major blow
against the IS but “the fight
continues to finally defeat
this terrorist organisation”.
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said: “We will work
with our coalition partners
to bring an end to the murde-
rous, barbaric activities of
Daesh (Islamic State) once
and for all.”

In Southeast Asia, an im-
portant focus for IS, officials
said security forces were pre-
paring for a long battle to

captures senior IS
leaders. Fighters
reveal that Bagh-
dadi is present in

Oct. 24: White

real time. Delta Force
commandos in eight
helicopters - mostly
CH-47 Chinooks -
take off from Al-Asad
airbase in Iraq

House learns ther
is "high probabili-
ty" that Baghdadi
is at a compound
near Idlib's Bari-

Mllltary

options are

given to
Trump

= Baghdadi flees into network of under-

round bunkers and tunnels

= Pursued by U.S. forces and t

Baghdadi ignites suicide vest, killing
himself and three children. Tunnel

caves in on him

to recover body
parts. Technicians
conduct onsite
DNA tests and
positively identify
Baghdadi

= Troops remain
in compound for
two hours and
recover material
about the IS

3.00 a.m.: Troops
leave, U.S. fighter
jets fire six rock-
ets at compound,
levelling it (left)

Source: Wilson Center, Center for International Security and Cooperation, AP, Graphic News, Global Terrorism Database | GRAPHIC: A. GANESHAN

US. could release part of Baghdadi raid video, says Trump
Who could be the next IS leader?

thwart the group’s ideology.
The Philippines, Indone-

sia and Malaysia, home to :
some of Asia's most organ- :
ised Islamist militants, said :
they were braced for retalia- :
tion by Islamic State loyalists, :
including “lone wolf” attacks :

by radicalised locals.

U.S. foe Iran, which accus- :
es the U.S. and its allies of :
creating Islamic State, was :
dismissive. Information Mi- :
nister Mohammad Javad Aza-
ri-Jahromi, tweeted: “Not a
big deal, You just killed your :

creature”.

The group has claimed :
responsibility for or inspired :
attacks in cities including Pa-
ris, Nice, Orlando, Manches- :
ter, London and Berlin, and :
in Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia :

and Egypt.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIRUT
The U.S. declaration of Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi’s death
opens the question of his
succession at the helm of the
Islamic State (IS) and ana-
lysts say the list looks short.
It was limited further on
Sunday night after Kurdish
fighters in Syria said they
had killed IS spokesman Abu
Hassan al-Muhajir — another
prominent figure — in a joint
operation with U.S. forces.
IS social media channels
have not confirmed Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement on Sunday that
Baghdadi had been killed in
a U.S. raid in Syria, nor al-

luded to
SUCCesSors.

But Hisham al-Hashemi,
an Iraqi expert on IS, said
two potential candidates
stand out: Abu Othman al-
Tunsi and Abu Saleh al-Juz-
rawi, who is also known as
Hajj Abdullah. The first — a
Tunisian national — heads
the IS’s Shura Council, a le-
gislative and consultative
body, Mr. Hashemi said. The
second — a Saudi — runs the
jihadist group’s so-called De-
legated Committee, an exec-
utive body, he added.

These “possible options”
would nonetheless be con-
troversial, according to the
IS expert, because neither is

potential

Third Brexit delay comes with conditions

European Union won't renegotiate divorce agreement, says official

REUTERS
LONDON/BRUSSELS
French President Emmanuel
Macron had been the main
hurdle to giving Britain a
Brexit extension, arguing
there had to be a good rea-
son for a delay and that the
British needed to break their
own political deadlock. But a
source close to Mr. Macron
said the prospect of an elec-
tion in Britain had streng-
thened significantly.

The source stressed that
the third Brexit delay would
come with conditions, in-

cluding a refusal to renego-
tiate the divorce agreement
and giving a green light to
other EU countries to meet
without Britain to discuss
the bloc's future.

Britain’s departure has al-
ready been delayed twice —
from March 29 and April 12 -
after Mr. Johnson’s predeces-
sor, Theresa May, failed
three times to get her deal
ratified by Parliament.

With British politics still
paralysed over carrying out
Brexit three-and-a-half years
after a 52%-48% referendum

A pro-Brexit placard near
Parliamentin London. =ap

vote in favour of leaving the
EU, Mr. Johnson is demand-
ing that Parliament approve
an election on December 12
in return for more time to
adopt his deal. But he needs

the support of two-thirds, or
434, of the 650 lawmakers
for a new election.

The EU is fatigued by Bri-
tain’s Brexit crisis but keen
not to be held responsible
for an economically tumul-
tuous “no-deal” rupture.

An EU diplomat said the
hope was that the British
would use the postpone-
ment wisely. Even though
the United Kingdom is set to
leave, it will have a legal obli-
gation to nominate a new
commissioner for the EU’s
powerful executive body.

a Syrian or Iraqgi national,
who make up the bulk of IS’s
guerrilla force. “This could
lead to defections,” he said.

Aymenn Jawad Tamimi,
an academic and expert on
jihadists, also identified the
elusive Hajj Abdullah as a
potential successor. “He
turns up in leaked IS docu-
ments as a deputy of Bagh-
dadi and to my knowledge,
he is not dead,” he said.

Whoever gets the job will
inherit the difficult task of
leading a frayed organisa-
tion that has been reduced
to scattered sleeper cells af-
ter continuous offensives
stripped it of its territory in
Iraq and Syria.

ELSEWHERE
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Truck driver remanded
over death of 39 migrants
LONDON

A U.K. court on Monday
remanded in custody truck
driver Maurice Robinson over
the deaths of 39 Asian
migrants he had been
smuggling. Robinson was
charged on Saturday with 39
counts of manslaughter,
money laundering and
conspiracy to assist unlawful
immigration. reuTers
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1 Dogs hide and step back (8)

5 Service provided over a palm

(6)
10 Arrays of exotic carpets (7)

11 Beginning now, a side can
enter nine times (7)

12 30’s music is child’s play (5)

13 One on a visit, greets his fan
9

14 It's providing fun —
participate, incomes twice in

game (12)

18 Entertainment creates
unnecessary fuss (4,3,5)

21 Flyer to fill out/fill in flock (9)

23 He loves to carry cattle fodder
on the way back (5)

24 Inside plant an alternate shrub

7)
25 After song have rest... (3,4)

26 ...had some time to add fizz

(6)

27 For support take for example
your pupil (8)

= DOWN

1 The most learned is checking
direction (6)

2 “| live” — song came up from
part of Europe (6)

(set by Arden)

3 Again a top novel from
Southern part of Argentina

9

4 Can relent, stand out as being
supernatural (14)

6 Like to place what you have

(5)

7 Free to pick a name, sign of
nervousness as one’s agitated

(8)

8 Best friend’s large toe got
crushed (5,3)

9 Order single support for a
piece on board (6,8)

15 Irritating for short distance,
will take you far (5,4)

16 First murder victim in Spanish
island was a Queen (8)

17 A ship providing amusement
(3-5)

19 Strip and have run-in with
mob (6)

20 Relax with one in tow
regularly (6)
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FAITH

Gita is a sastra

The Gita is more a sastra than a grantha, say the wise. It is
spoken by the very Lord Himself, and His promise that one
need not doubt His protection if only he surrenders at His
feet, has continued to guide countless jivatmas to under-
stand the value of human birth and strive to get liberated,
pointed out Sri B. Sundarkumar in a discourse.

In one of the dhyana slokas prefaced to the Bhagavad Gi-
ta, the Mahabharata is compared to a lotus that has bloomed
on the waters of the poesy of Vyasa, the son of Parasara. Its
stamens are the narratives that extol the glory of the Lord.
The extraordinary fragrance is the message that the Gita
propagates, and this can easily drive away the doshas of Kali
Yuga. The generations of people who have been studying,
debating and discoursing on it are compared to the bee that
extracts the honey from it. It is no wonder that the text is
treasured by great acharyas, thinkers, philosophers, etc.

Adi Sankara hails the Bhagavad Gita as an epitome of the
essentials of the whole Vedic teaching. A knowledge of its
teaching leads to the realisation of all human aspirations.
Under the pretext of relieving Arjuna’s delusion, the Lord
has explained the nature of the self and of the Supreme
Brahman and also the paths of karma, jnana and bhakti,
which are the means for attaining the highest spiritual fulfill-
ment. This alone can clear the confusion caused by mis-
placed ideas about duty and righteousness.

Samsara is full of problems. One who is born has to face
death and during his lifetime lives in dread of old age, dis-
ease, etc. Like the waters of the sacred Ganga that have the
power to purify the sins of those who have a dip in it, study
of the Gita has the sanctifying power to cleanse one of the

dirt of samsara itself.
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