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AMARINDER SINGH INVITES PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER

Manmohan to attend our event on
Kartarpur, not Pak’s: Punjab CM

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 3

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Amarinder Singh said Thursday
that former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh will be part of
an all-party jatha through the
Kartarpur Corridor, which will
be opened next month, to the
Darbar Sahib gurdwara in

‘Hyped data, favours
to builders marked
Gurgaon Rapid Metro’

Haryana officer Khemka writes to CM
on ‘crony capitalism’, pvt players’ dues

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 3

HUGELY INFLATED ridership
estimates along the 11.6-km
stretch of Gurgaon’s Rapid
Metro, award of the project to
lone bidder, a concession agree-
ment allegedly skewed in favour
of private companies, and undue
accrual of benefits to real estate
players in the process, have now
left the Haryana government
staring at the prospect of taking
over the entire liabilities of
Rs 3,771 crore.

Official records accessed by
The Indian Express show that the
Rapid Metro project’s origin
traces back to a 2007 proposal by
DLF group. Without much skin
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PPP challenge

PPPs IN Metro Rail proj-
ects have been fraught
with problems since
they are capital inten-
sive, have long gestation
and offer low returns.
The private sector’s
deals with a state agency
and poor oversight
added to Gurgaon
Metro’s woes, now
requiring the state to
fully foot the bill.

Manmohan with Amarinder
in New Delhi, Thursday. P11
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Pakistan to mark the 550th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak.
However, the Chief Minister
made it clear that neither he nor
the former prime minister
would be participating in any
event organised by Pakistan to
mark the formal inauguration of
the corridor on November 9.
“There is no question of me
going (for Pakistan’s event)and I
feel Manmohan Singh will not go

aswell. There is a huge difference
between visiting Pakistan and
going to the gurdwara through
the corridor,” said Amarinderina
statement issued by the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO).

Apart from meeting
Manmohan Singh, Amarinder
Thursday also called upon
President Ram Nath Kovind and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina arrives in New Delhi. Renuka Puri

No problem with NRC,
I had a talk with PM in
New York: Sheikh Hasina

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

VISITING BANGLADESH Prime
Minister Sheikh  Hasina
Thursday said she was satisfied
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s assurance on the side-
lines of the UN General
Assembly that Bangladesh
should not be worried over the

National Register of Citizens
(NRC) being implemented in
Assam.

\Asked by The Indian Express
whether she was satisfied with
Modi’s assurance in New York,
she said, “Oboshoyi (Of course).”

Responding to questions on
the NRC at a reception hosted by
Bangladesh envoy Syed
Muazzem Ali, Hasina said: “I
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Five SC judges recuse
in Navlakha case,
no reason is given

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
& APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

RETURNING THE spotlight on
recusal by judges, a fifth
Supreme Court judge Thursday
declined to hear rights activist
Gautam Navlakha’s petition
challenging the Bombay High
Court’s rejection of his plea to
quash the FIR against himin the
Elgaar Parishad-Bhima
Koregaon violence case in Pune.

When the matter came up
Thursday before a bench of

Justices Arun Mishra, Vineet

Saran and S Ravindra Bhat,

Justice Bhat recused. Appearing

for Navlakha, senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said the
three-week protection from ar-
rest granted to him by the High
Court would expire Friday.
Taking note, the bench assured
him that the matter will be
heard Friday.

Navlakha’s petition had

come up before a bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi on September 30. The ]I
recused without ascribing any
reason. It was listed the next day
before the bench of Justices NV
Ramana, R Subhash Reddy and
B R Gavai. All three judges
recused, following which it was
listed for Thursday before the
bench headed by Justice Mishra.
This has brought back the
debate on recusal by judges. In
2015, Justice Kurian Joseph, one
of the five judges on a
Constitution Bench that struck
down the National Judicial
Appointments Commission Act
as unconstitutional, wrote:
“Being an institution whose hall-
mark is transparency;, it is only
proper that the Judge discharg-
ing high and noble duties, atleast
broadly indicate the reasons for
recusing from the case so that the
litigants or the well-meaning
public may not entertain any
misunderstanding that the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

HDIL father and
son arrested in
PMC Bank case

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 3

MUMBAI POLICE Thursday
arrested Rakesh Wadhawan and
his son Sarang, promoters of
Housing Development and
Infrastructure Limited (HDIL), in
connection with the Punjaband
Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC)
Bank case.

The duo was called in for
questioning Thursday morning
by the Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of Mumbai Police. They
were arrested late in the after-
noon after police said they “did
not cooperate with the probe”.

Police said they also found 44
“masked bank accounts” in the
bank that were allegedly held by
the Wadhawans and HDIL-linked
companies. An officer said only a
“few bank employees known to
be close to former MD of PMC
Bank Joy Thomas” knew the pass-
words to access these accounts.

JCP (EOW) Rajwardhan con-
firmed the arrests of the
Wadhawans in the case. An

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Shunted out, Rakesh Asthana set
to get a clean chit in CBI’s probe

10 sends report exonerating him, legal opinion pending

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

FORMER CBI Special Director
Rakesh Asthana is likely to be
absolved of all charges of corrup-
tion levelled in an FIR registered
by former agency director Alok
Verma. The CBI investigating
officer (IO) of the case has
prepared a report exonerating
Asthanain the case and submit-
ted to his superiors, sources have

Former CBI
Special
Director
Rakesh
Asthana

told The Indian Express.

ThelOis SP Satish Dagar, who
in August this year applied for
voluntary retirement from the
agency for “personal reasons”. His
application s still under process.

Dagar’s report is currently
pending legal opinion within the
agency, after which it will be sent
to incumbent Director Rishi
Kumar Shukla, sources said.
Once Shukla gives his assent, a
closure report or a chargesheet
exonerating Asthana may be
filed in a competent court.

Sources said other key
accused in the case, middlemen
Manoj Prasad and Somesh
Prasad, continue to be under

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Protests against Citizenship
Bill in Manipur, Nagaland

LEIVON JIMMY
IMPHAL, OCTOBER 3

DAYS AFTER Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said the
Citizenship Amendment Bill
would be brought again in
Parliament, protests were held
in Manipur’s Imphal Valley and
in neighbouring Nagaland
against the legislation.

The protest in Manipur was
organised by Manipur People
against Citizenship Amendment
Bill(MANPAC), a conglomerate of

several civil bodies.
Six major student outfits, All
Manipur Students’ Union,

Democratic Students Alliance of
Manipur, Kangleipak Students
Association, Students Union of
Kangleipak and Apunba Ireipak
Maheiroi Singpanglup, supported
the protest.

Hundreds of school and col-
lege students took to the streets,
formed human chains and raised
slogans against the Bill.

Similar protests were organ-
ised by local clubs and the vendors
of Ima market, an exclusive mar-
ket for women vendors.

Yumnamcha Dilipkumar, con-
venor of MANPAC, said people of
the region will take their own
course if the central leaders im-
plement the legislation by force.

At Kohima, thousands of
people representing different
Naga tribes and dressed in tradi-
tional attires took out a protest
rally under the aegis of Joint
Committee on Protection of

Indigenous People, Nagaland
and North East Forum of
Indigenous People (NEFIP) and
submitted a memorandum to
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio.

The memorandum stated
that the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill is like a “Sword of
Damocles hanging over the head
of all the indigenous tribes of the
northeast region”.

They urged Rio and the state
government to take up the mat-
ter with the central leadership,
asking them to respect the senti-
ment of the people in the region
and not to pass the Bill in the in-
terest of peace and harmony.

NEFIP vice-president Theja
Therieh told agathering that once
theBillis passed in Parliamentand
becomes alaw, illegal immigrants
will get full right to settle in
Nagaland. He said the Naga peo-
ple want the state government
and the MLAs and MPs from the
state to join hands in protecting
the indigenous people.

“We should speakin one voice
and tell the Centre to listen to it,”
Therieh said.

The Citizenship Bill was
passed by Lok Sabha on January
8,2019, but could notbe placed in
RajyaSabhaand lapsed. The legis-
lation seeks to facilitate the grant-
ing of citizenship to identified
minorities — Hindus, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists, Jains, Christians, and Parsis
—who escaped religious persecu-
tionin Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh and entered India be-
fore December 31,2014.

WITHPTIINPUTS

Saharanpur: Man beaten to death after
intervening in spat over dog poop

AMILBHATNAGAR
SAHARANPUR,OCTOBER 3

A 24-YEAR-OLD was beaten to
death and two others injured af-
ter they intervened in a fight be-
tween two families over dog
poop in Saharanpur.

Deepak Paswan was de-
clared brought dead in hospital
while his parents, Hariom and
Saro Paswan, were injured.

“We received information
that a man was beaten to death
with sticks by a family in Damo-
dar Puriaround 4.30 pm. During
investigation we found that the
accused were having an argu-
ment with another neighbour
over dog poop outside their

house. The victim's family was
staying adjacent and they inter-
vened in the matter and asked
everyone to calm down. An ar-
gument took place, which esca-
lated and the intervening family
was attacked. Arrest will take
place soon,” said Vineet
Bhatnagar, SP City Saharanpur.

Police said a case was regis-
tered against Kaushal, Shubham
and Monica for murder, assault
and other relevant sections of
IPC at Janakpuri police station.

Deepak's father Hariomis the
state chief of Lok Janshakti Party,
and has been residing in Sahara-
npur for many years. According to
the police, the accused Kaushal
has a history of getting into argu-
ments with neigbours.
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WHEN A SMALL DIVE TURNED INTO A GIANT LEAP FOR INDIA’S DISABLED

Operation Blue Freedom, part of a recently formed adventure sportsiinitiative called Special Forces Adventure
(SFA), focuses on the disabled, both civilians and soldiers.
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FIRST THACKERAY TO
CONTEST ELECTIONS

Senaleaders in Worli
said they would ensure
Aaditya’s victory
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As many as five
SC judges recuse
in Navlakha case

recusal was for altogether irrel-
evantreasons...it is the constitu-
tional duty, as reflected in one’s
oath, to be transparent and ac-
countable, and hence, a Judge is
required to indicate reasons for
his recusal from a particular
case.”

Justice Madan B Lokur, who
was also on the Bench that ruled
on the NJAC Act, had this to say:
“The issue of recusal from hear-
ing a case is not as simple as it
appears. The questions thrown
up are quite significant and since
itappears that such applications
are gaining frequency, it is time
that some procedural and sub-
stantive rules are framed in this
regard. If appropriate rules are
framed, then, in a given case, it
would avoid embarrassment to
other judges on the Bench.”

Judges recuse from a case in
specific instances when there is
an apparent conflict of interest
that could prejudice the case or
create bias — for instance, hold-
ing shares inacompany thatisa
party toacase, or when alawyer
or a party involved in the case is
personally known to the judge
or when the judge has dealt with
the case in alower court.

‘Hyped data,
favours to
builders marked
Gurgaon

Rapid Metro’

in the game barring a token
stake, DLF, as well as other real
estate players, gained in terms
of increased Floor Area Ratio
(FAR) granted by the state, and
also rising prices of property in
the metro’s vicinity.

The project was undertaken
intwo phases: The initial 5.1-km
stretch was awarded in July
2009 to a sole bidder Rapid
MetroRail Gurgaon Ltd, a special
purpose vehicle floated by IL&FS
and DLF-promoted firms and
executed at a cost of Rs 1,088
crore; and the second 6.5-km
stretch proposed by RMGL and
again allotted in October 2012 to
a single bidder Rapid MetroRail
Gurgaon South Ltd, another SPV
promoted by IL&FS group firms,
ata cost of Rs 2,143 crore.

In its original proposal, DLF
estimated the average daily rid-
ership for the 5.1-km stretch -
from Sikanderpur Metro Station
on DMRC Yellow Line to its prop-
erties running through DLF
Phase II, Phase Il and Cybercity
-atapproximately 2 lakhin 2015
and 2.6 lakh in 2021. The num-
bers were bumped up in the de-
tailed project report (DPR) pre-
pared by RMGL to 3,11,246 in
2015 and 3,72,560 in 2020. The
first phase started commercial
operations in November 2013.

Similarly, for the 6.5-km
stretch, from Sikanderpur Metro
Station to Sector 56, passing
through big projects — Aralias,
Magnolias, DLF Belaire, Florence
Marvell, Palm Springs, Emaar
MG — RMGL'’s feasibility report
in May 2011 estimated average
daily ridership at 147,150in 2015
and 167,400in 2020. At the DPR
stage, this was hiked further by
the sole bidder RMGSL to
222,4501in 2015 and 266,630 in
2020. This route became opera-
tional on March 31, 2017.

While the two phases cumu-
latively estimated a daily rider-
ship of over 6 lakh, the actual rid-
ership is less than a tenth at
about 55,000.

Describing this mis-repre-
sentation of traffic, one-sided
concession agreement, and
awarding of projects to single-
bidder consortia as a “quintes-
sential crony capitalist public-
loss, private-gain model of
running business”, IAS officer
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Not going to Pakistan,
will only visit Gurdwara
via corridor: Amarinder
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How India is trying to
blacklist Pakistan at

FATF

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode of 3 Things podcast, we look
atIndia's attempts to blacklist Pakistan at
the Financial Action Task Force and how
this will impact Pakistan’s economy

Manmohan to attend our event
on Kartarpur not Pak’s: Captain

to formally invite them to
events being organised by his
government to mark the occa-
sion. The invites have been ac-
cepted, the CMO said.

The Chief Minister has
urged Kovind and Modi to par-
ticipate in the opening of the
corridor at Dera Baba Nanakin
Gurdaspur and the main event
at Sultanpur Lodhi in
Kapurthala on November 12.

On Monday, Pakistan
Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi had said
that his country would invite
Manmohan Singh as a repre-

Ashok Khemka, Principal
Secretary, Science and
Technology, has now drawn the
attention of Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar in a letter
and accused Haryana Shahari
Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP, earlier
HUDA) and the concessionaire
companies of indulging in
“shadow boxing”.

In the letter sent last month,
calling it a “sweetheart deal be-
tween DLF and IL&FS and State
of Haryana and the Banks”,
Khemka urged the government
to “pierce the corporate veil” and
hold the concessionaire liable for
“terminating the contract”.In his
letter, he said IL&FS and DLF
must be asked to honour the
contract and “pay all amounts
and share of non-fare revenues
under the agreement in lieu of
free land and right of way”.

After RMGL sent a notice to
the state government on June 7
stating it would be unable torun
the metro for 90 days, HSVP ap-
proached the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, which
asked the IL&FS-promoted SPV
to continue operations till
October 16. The project, as per
the concession agreement, will
be the responsibility of HSVP in
case of adefaultleading to a ter-
mination of the metro’s opera-
tions.

Simultaneously, ruling on a
dispute over sharing of liabilities,
the Court on September 20
asked two retired judges to over-
see a smooth takeover of the
project by HSVP, and asked the
Comptroller and Auditor
General to undertake a thorough
audit of the project within 30
days.

Responding to the question-
naire sent by The Indian Express,
IL&FS said, “We would not like
to comment on specific rider-
ship numbers. However, rider-
ship studies formed a part of the
RFP/RFQ document issued by
the Authority for the bidding
process. These studies were
based on multiple factors involv-
ing overall infrastructure devel-
opment including development
of feeder routes, allocation of
parking at station, comprehen-
sive mobility plan, multi-modal
access, pedestrian pathways and
integrated traffic policy frame-
work. Absence of some/ all such
development by State had huge
impact on ridership.”

DLF did not respond to the
questionnaire sent toit. A senior
executive, who did not wish to
be named said, “It (the metro)
has run successfully for half a
dozen years and more.
Government should have given
the same concessions that it
gave to Delhi Metro when it
came to Haryana.”

A senior Haryana govern-
ment officer, privy to the devel-
opments in the case said, the
state was keen that DMRC run
Gurgaon metro too. “Rest will be
decided after the forensic audit.
It is not our default, it is the de-
fault on part of the concession-

sentative of the Sikh commu-
nity for the inaugural cere-
mony in Kartarpur Sahib.
However, Singh'’s office said
they had no information of this
move, and the Congress party
said that he would “decline”
any such invitation.

Amarinder said he would
not visit Pakistan until that
country “stops cross-border
terrorism”. Punjab was the
“worst sufferer of Pakistan’s
cross-border terrorism,” the
statement said.

The Chief Minister is ex-
pected to lead the first jatha of

aire. We are raising several as-
pects. Lots of loans were taken
that were diverted. We shall only
know after a thorough audit,”
said the officer.

When contacted, former
DMRC chief E. Sreedharan said
as DMRC chief then, he was
against the projections. “I had
also questioned the projections
at that time. But they (consor-
tium) were very very hopeful (of
achieving) what they had (pro-
jected). DMRC had no hand atall
in this, except that we operated
with them for the common sta-
tion work.”

Sreedharan added: “For
whatever it is, the metro is run-
ning. We cannot throw it away. [
think Haryana government has
to take it over. But the govern-
ment will also not be able torun
it. Ithink, they will have to hand
it over to DMRC to run it. DMRC
will also take over only on cer-
tain conditions. Anyways, it is a
public asset, a social necessity.
About who will bear the penalty,
is a matter of settlement or fur-
ther probe,” he said.

No problem
with NRC,

I had a talk with
PM in New
York, says
Sheikh Hasina

don’t see any problem. I had a
talk with Prime Minister Modi.
Everything is OK.”

Hasina is in Delhi to attend
the India Economic Summit of
the World Economic Forum and
is scheduled to meet Modi on
Saturday for a bilateral meeting.

Atthe reception, Hasina met
Delhi-based ambassadors from
78 countries who are also ac-
credited to Bangladesh, along
with former diplomats and ex-
perts from think tanks. The
Bangladesh High Commissioner
described the event as a gather-
ing of “friends of Bangladesh”.

In New York last week,
Hasina told Modi that the NRC
has become a matter of “great
concern” for Bangladesh. Modi
is learnt to have replied that
there is “nothing to be worried”
about since India and
Bangladesh have good relations.

However, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah reiterated in
Kolkata Tuesday that the gov-
ernment would “identify each
and every infiltrator and drive
them out”.

While the NRC could figure
during discussions between the
two Prime Ministers, sources
said Modi has already assured
Hasina on this matter. “It will de-
pend on the Bangladesh PM. The
Indian position will remain the
same as articulated by the PM
during their meeting in New
York,” sources said.

Meanwhile, addressing the

all 117 MLAs and MPs from
Punjab, SGPC members and re-
ligious leaders through the cor-
ridor.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, a senior Congress
leader said Amarinder had met
Manmohan Singh after the for-
mer Prime Minister expressed
his desire to accompany the
first jatha. “It was not about
pre-empting any invitation
from Pakistan. Being a part of
thejathaisbeingadevotee,” he
said.

Amarinder had earlier de-
clined an invitation from

WEF’s summit, Hasina said that
Bangladesh “can serve as the
economic hub for the sub-re-
gion”. “Beyond our own 162 mil-
lion people, Bangladesh can be
the connecting landmass to a
combined market of nearly 3 bil-
lion people,” she said.

Hasina also pointed to esti-
mates that Bangladesh would be
the 26th largest economy in the
world by 2030. “Two things are
key: one is our open society, re-
ligious harmony, liberal values,
secular culture. Other is that
two-third of our homogenous
population is young — mostly
under 25,” she said.

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister is scheduled to meet
CEOs of top Indian companies
on October 4.

Shunted out, R K
Asthana set to

get a clean chit
in CBI probe

investigation. Sources said their
culpability under charges of al-
leged extortion is under discus-
sion within the agency.

The agency Tuesday filed an
application before the Delhi
High Court seeking more time to
complete the investigation in
the case. Earlier, on May 30, the
HC had given CBI four months to
complete the probe.

The CBI stated in the applica-
tion that a “status report con-
taining developments made in
the investigation is being sub-
mitted in a sealed cover” for the
court’s consideration. The
agency claimed some issues re-
lating to investigation abroad are
pending.

An FIR registered by CBI on
October 15, 2018, when Verma
was director of the agency, had
alleged that a suspect in the
Moin Qureshi case had been
forced to pay Rs 2.95 crore to
Asthana through Prasad broth-
ers to water down the case
against him. The suspect, Sathish
Sana Babu, was made a witness
in the case by CBL.

The case played out against
the backdrop of a running feud
between Verma and Asthana for
supremacy within the agency. It
led to unprecedented develop-
ments with the government
swooping down on the agency
in a midnight coup on October
23, 2018 and unseating both
Asthana and Verma. Since then
Verma has been sacked while
Asthana has been transferred to
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS).

Sources said after almost a
year of investigation under mul-
tiple officers, the CBI has con-
cluded there is no evidence to
prove that any bribe was ever
demanded by or paid to
Asthana. “A report to this effect
has been submitted with senior
officers within the agency and a
legal opinion is awaited before a

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan to attend his swearing-in
ceremony, and had criticised
his then Cabinet Minister
Navjot Singh Sidhu’s participa-
tion.

Incidentally, BJP ally and
former Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal has al-
ready extended invitations to
the President and the Prime
Minister to attend separate
events being organised by the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak  Committee
(SGPC) at Sultanpur Lodhi on
November 12.

final decision is taken,” the
source said.

Adetailed questionnaire sent
to CBI on Tuesday did not elicit
any response.

Sources said no evidence has
also been found against DySP
Devender Kumar, who was then
investigating officer in the Moin
Qureshi case and was a member
of the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) supervised by Asthana. He
was the No. 2 accused men-
tioned in the October 15 FIR
against Asthana and had even
been arrested by Verma’s team.
He is currently out on bail.

The Prasad brothers, who
operate out of Dubai, may face
some legal trouble as evidence
has been found of them having
been in touch with Sathish Sana
Babu. Sources, however, said no
money has been recovered nor
any financial trail clearly estab-
lished as yet. “However, there is
electronic evidence of them be-
ing in touch with Babu and dis-
cussing financial matters,” a
source said.

While Someshis currently in
Dubai, Manoj was arrested by
CBI in October last year after he
arrived from Dubai in Delhi al-
legedly to collect bribe money
from Babu.

The CBI case against Asthana
was based on a statement of
Babu, recorded under Section
164 of the CrPC, in which he al-
leged that he was being consis-
tently harassed by CBI in the
Moin Qureshi case through mul-
tiple interrogations about a Rs
50-lakh investment he had
made with Qureshi, a meat ex-
porter who allegedly influenced
CBI cases for bribes.

To get out of the wrangle,
Babu said, he got in touch with
the Prasad brothers who
claimed to have been close to
Asthana. He said they spoke to
someone over the phone and
showed purported details of
Asthana’s WhatsApp account to
convince him they knew him.
They demanded Rs 5 crore to
settle the case.

On another occasion, Manoj
Prasad spoke to Babu over the
phone claiming to be sitting in
Asthana’s office. Subsequently,
in various tranches, the Prasad
brothers received Rs 2.95 crore
from Babu, he has alleged.

These were the two in-
stances where Asthana was
mentioned in Babu’s complaint
but the CBI case is that there is
no corroborative evidence or fi-
nancial trail leading to him.
Interestingly, Babu had made
similar allegations against
Verma in a statement given to
Asthana’s team.

After the October 23 coup,
the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) was given
the task of investigating the var-
ious allegations made by Babu
against CBI and its officers. The
CVCinits report has already de-
clared Babu as an unreliable wit-
ness. The Enforcement
Directorate (ED)in July arrested

Babu in connection with the
Moin Qureshi case. Until then he
had been a witness in the case.
However, following the CVC re-
port to the Supreme Court, the
ED changed its stance vis a vis
Babu.

Babu is alleged to have
bribed officials through Qureshi
for assistance in the Vanpic case
which is allegedly linked to
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Y S Jaganmohan Reddy. During
investigations into the Qureshi
case, officers stumbled upon
Blackberry Messenger commu-
nications where he was seen
trying to allegedly influence
transfers and postings of certain
CBI officers.

Sana had come under the
scanner for being among the fa-
cilitators for the alleged pay-
ment of over Rs 5.75 crore to
Qureshi to influence a case on
behalf of Hyderabad business-
man Pradeep Koneru whose fa-
ther had been summoned by
agencies.

Dagar had been probing the
case since October 24 when then
10 of the case AK Bassi — part of
Verma'’s team — was transferred
to Port Blairin the Andamans. In
January, when SC briefly rein-
stated Verma, Dagar was re-
moved from the case but rein-
stated after the PM-led
committee kicked Verma out of
CBL.

HDIL father and
son arrested in
PMC Bank case

officer said police found records
of alleged direct transfers from
the bank to the personal ac-
counts of the Wadhawans that
were password-protected.

On Monday, police had reg-
istered an FIR against Rakesh
Wadhawan, executive chair-
man of HDIL; Sarang, vice
chairman and managing direc-
tor of HDIL; Joy Thomas, for-
mer managing director of PMC
Bank; Waryam Singh, chair-
man of PMC Bank; and,
unidentified employees of the
bank and HDIL.

In the FIR, police said the ac-
tions of the accused allegedly led
to bank losses totalling Rs
4,355.46 crore.

“During investigation, we
found that there were nearly 44
accounts at the bank that were
password-protected. These ac-
counts were linked to the
Wadhawans and DHIL-linked
entities where a lot of the money
from the bank had been trans-
ferred,” the officer claimed.

Police also carried out
searches at the residence of
Waryam Singh and claimed to
have identified demat accounts
totalling a notional amount of Rs
100 crore. “The demat accounts
have been frozen. We are alsoin
the process of completing its val-
uation,” the officer said.

According to police, Thomas
had been served summons but
has not appeared before them so
far. “We have also carried out
provisional attachment of his
property and frozen his bank ac-
count,” the officer said.

Apart from this, the officer
said, police have also provision-
ally seized property allegedly
belonging to HDIL worth Rs
3,500 crore, including land, res-
idential properties and com-
mercial projects. “We are check-
ing the titles of these properties
to see if they were kept as collat-
eral in any other bank. As of now,
they appear to have been mort-
gaged to PMC Bank,” the officer
said.

Police had first registered an
offence on a complaint from the
RBIfollowing the collapse of the
bank. The RBI had stepped in
and placed restrictions on with-
drawals after the crisis at the
bank came to light last week
mainly due to alleged under-re-
porting of Non-Performing
Assets (NPA).
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Creche opened

at Secretariat

New Delhi: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
Thursday inaugurated a
creche at the Delhi
Secretariat near ITO for
government staff work-
ing in the building. “Now,
every working profes-
sional here who has a
child at home and wants
to spend quality time
with him or her can do
so. This is an excellent
model which should be
adopted by all worksta-
tions, including private
organisations,” Sisodia
said. WCD director S B
Shashank said the gov-
ernment will now push
corporate firms to install

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE DELHI Cabinet Thursday
cleared a bill towards the cre-
ation of a Sports University in the
national capital. In the 2017-18
annual budget, the government
had announced the creation of
the university in a 90-acre land
parcel in West Delhi’s Mundka.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, at a press conference,
said the bill will now be placed

CITY

Kejriwal and Sisodia at the press conference. Amit Mehra

0-50 Good

creches at workplaces. before L-G Anil Baijal, whose nod

isneeded foritto be tabled in the

: Assembly. The government

La ndfl I I plans to table it during the win-
ter session, Kejriwal said.

getS WaSte In the 2017-18 budget, a to-

kenamount of Rs 1 crore was set

Seg regator aside for the university by the

New Delhi: East Delhi BJP Higher Education department. A

MP Gautam Gambhir in- panel was formed, under the

augurated a trommeling- V-C of Guru Gobind Singh

cum-ballistic machine, set
up by East MCD, at
Ghazipur landfill, to seg-
regate and process dis-
carded waste. The ma-
chine will segregate 640

Indraprastha University, which
had submitted its final draft re-
port on the proposed university
to the department in January
2018.

However, Kejriwal said the

bill only fixes the administrative
structure of the university:
“Now, the curriculum has to be
fixed. Experts will be roped in.”

The CM said the proposed
university will be “one of its
kind” as it will issue degrees for
sports, including cricket, football,
hockey.

“Full time sportspersons,
who eventually fail to make it
big, often fall behind as they can-
not apply for jobs in other fields.
The sports university degree will
help them pursue careers in

other fields, including civil serv-
ices. This will help a person fo-
cus on sports, instead of think-
ing about what failure might
entail..,” he said.

The government, in a state-
ment, said the university will en-
sure students are also equipped
ineducational and literary skills:
“Besides training towards sport-
ing excellence, the university
will also have provisions and fa-
cilities for liberal academics to
ensure that trainees and
sportspersons also obtain formal

metric tonnes of legacy
waste daily, said an official.

HC cracks

Whlp on fl re KAVITAGUSAIN

Safety norms NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

New Delhi: The Delhi HC ATAVA for Ganesha'’s ears, bicy-
has asked the Delhi gov- cle chains for hair, a wok for the

stomach and canisters for the
face — the Durga Puja pandal at
Aradhna Parkin IP Extension has
used only scrap material.

Ateam of three came up with
the idea and used 100 kg of dis-
carded items to come up with
the Durga, Ganesh, Lakshmi,
Saraswati, Ganesha and Kartik
idols at the pandal.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

ernment, its fire depart-
ment and the civic bod-
ies to take action against
buildings lacking fire
safety measures. The
bench said in case of vi-
olations, officials are at
liberty to seal the prem-
ises. ENS

NAIB NAIK VLJAY LANCE NAIK  LANCE NAIK

;gsggxm EHAGWAT GURDEV SINGH D VENUGOPAL
GURUSWAMY

GURUSWAMY GURUSWAMY

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE MARTYRS OF "THE RISING SUN" WHO
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION ON 04
OCT1996 WHILE FIGHTING TERRORIST IN POONCH SECTOR
J&K.YOUR ETERNAL MEMORIES WILL ALWAYS INSPIRE US.

COL ANOOP R AND ALL RANKS
321 FIELD REGIMENT.
MAJ VIJIT KUMAR SINGH, SC
06 AUG 1975 TO 04 OCT 2001
Every member of Team Seventeen is proud of your
supreme sacrifice and bravery. We wish you were
present to guide us. Your heroic deed in which you

neutralised 02 insurgents on 04 Oct 2001 will
forever motivate us. We salute you Sir.

CO and All Rank 17 Para Fd Regt (8 RAJPUT)

At the Durga Puja pandal in IP Extension. Abhinav Saha

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, DEHRADUN

Government of India, Ministry of Finance,

(Department of Financial Services)
Z"dFloor, Paras Tower, Mazra, Saharanpur Road, Dehradun, UK. 248171

PUBLICATION NOTICE
In 0.A.No. 22/2019

Summons Under Sub-section (4) Of Section 19 Of The Recovery Of Debts And
Bankruptcy Act, 1993, Read With Sub-Rule (2A) Of Rule 5 Of The Debt Recovery
Tribunal (procedure) Rules, 1993 As Amended From Time To Time)

Dy. No. 528 ) ) Dated : 25/09/2019
Punjab National Bank

V/s.

To M/s Aarav Fitness Hub & Ors.

1. M/s Aarav Fitness Hub, having its registered office at vikas Colony,
Ranipur, Haridwar, 249403, UK.

Factory Address: Mohalla Acharyan, kankhal, Haridwar, UK. 249408
through its proprietor Kapil sharma.

2. Kapil Sharma, S/o Shyam Bihari Sharma, R/o House No. 65, Mohalla
Acharyan, Kankhal,Haridwar, UK.

5. Anubhav Kumar, S/o Purshottam Kumar, R/o 36, Maa Anandmayi
Puram,Hazari Bagh,Village Jagjeetpur, Jwalapur, Haridwar, UK.
Whereas, the above named applicant Bank has instituted O.A. No.22
of 2019 against you for recovery of debts of Rs. 34,81,996.35/- in
which Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to issue Summons/Notice U/s
19(4) of the Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993 and was
listed before this Hon'ble Presiding Officer on 21.09.2019.

Whereas, it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it
is not possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is
given by way of this publication directing you to appear in person or
through your duly authorized agent or legal practitioner before the
Tribunalon 11.11.2019 at 10.30A.M.

Take notice that in case of default of your appearance on the
specified day and time before the tribunal, the case shall be heard
and decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this 25th day of
September, 2019.

By order of Tribunal
Registrar (I/C)
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Dehradun

ANANDVIHAR

Moderate

181
AQI
0 PM: 10 500

51-100 Satisfactory

PLANTO TABLEBILL IN WINTER SESSION: KEJRIWAL

Cabinet nod for Sports University
in capital, L-G green signal awaited

THEPLAN

M University to come
up on 90 acres of land
at Mundka

M Vice-Chancellor to
be experienced
sportsperson

M It will have a sports
school under it

M Graduate,
postgraduate and
doctoral degrees on
sports will be offered

academic degrees of Delhi
Sports University depending on
their sporting talents.”

It will also have “six
University Schools of Studies for
undergraduate and postgradu-
ate teaching and research”.

Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said af-
ter the bill is passed in the House,
the government will apply for
certification from the UGC.
However, no timeline was
shared. “We also plan to open

The idea came from Pinaki
Shah, a resident of the colony.
Sculptors Mithu Chakravarti and
Debasish Mishra then started
making sketches and finalised
the structure and material they
would use.

“We wanted to start with ma-
terial that was used by people in
homes and was usually given to
kabadiwalas,” Mishra said.

Chakravartri said they used
car bonnets and shockers for
the body structures and an oil
canister for making the mouse.
“Small strips of tin were used to

SIRIFORT
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101-200 Moderate

sports schools and colleges,
which will come under this uni-
versity,” the CM said.

Incidentally, in the 2017-18
budget, the government had also
announced setting up a Delhi
School of Sports on the same
land in Mundka.

“It has been felt for a long
time that Delhi must have its
own school of sports. It may not
be out of place to mention that
in states like UP, AP,and Haryana,
they have their own sports
schools,” the government had
said, setting aside a token
amount of Rs 10 lakh.

Poll gimmick: BJP MP

Calling it a “false election
promise”, BJP West Delhi MP
Parvesh Sahib Singh said, “The
land was acquired by the then
Chief Minister of the BJP govern-
ment in the capital, Dr Sahib
Singh Verma... There has been no
university for rural people of
Delhi even after repeated com-
mitments... The land in question
is also the samadhi of the late CM
Verma; where his last rites had
been conducted.”

At IP Extension, a different pandal — made of scrap

make Durga’s hair. This made
the look fierce and powerful,”
he said.

The material was sourced
from the Najafgarh and
Mayapuri scrap markets. The
idols took two months to com-
plete. Last year, puja committee
members had made idols out of
newspapers, said Shoumik
Bhatacharya, aresident. The idol
will not be immersed in the
Yamuna and residents are keen
on donating it to a museum.

(The writer is an intern
with The Indian Express)

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE, JEYPORE
e-Procurement Notice

201-300 Poor

203-B Bid Identification No. S.E.J.C (R&B)-03/ 2019-20
No.2380 Date.03.10.2019
1. Name of the work: Building Works
2. Total No. of Works: 02 (Two) Nos
3. Estimated cost: Rs. 121.46 to 122.51 Lakhs
4. Period of completion: 09 (Nine) Months
5. Date & time of availability

from 10.00 hours of 11.10.2019 to
17.00 hours of 24.10.2019

of bid document in the portal:

6. Last date / Time for receipt
of bids in the Portal:

7. Opening date of Bid:

8. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Bid:

17.00 hours of 24.10.2019

11.00 hours of 25.10.2019
Superintending Engineer Jeypore
(R&B)Circle, Jeypore

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
https://tendersodisha.gov.in

Superintenclung Engineer

34108/11/0003/1920 Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore

SHADIPUR
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HC seeks Delhi govt
reply on cutting 198
trees to widen road

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE DELHIHigh Court has sought
aresponse from the Delhi govern-
ment and its department con-
cerned on a plea seeking to re-
strain them from removing 198
trees in South Delhi’s Vasant Kunj,
for a road-widening project be-
tween Andheria Modh and Fortis
Hospital traffic signal.

Justice Yogesh Khanna fur-
ther directed the authorities that
until the next date of hearing,
they shall not violate directions
issued by itin May 2015. The di-
rections had stated that only 302
of the 810 trees on the stretch
were to be chopped.

The courtalsoissued notice to
the Delhi government’s
Environment and Forest
Department, Office of Deputy
Conservator of Forest and the
Public Works Department after it
was alleged by residents that de-
spite the court’s directions, re-
spondentsillegally cut 1,615 trees.

The court was hearing a plea
by Vasant Kunj residents Bindu
Kapurea and Ranjana Mitra
seeking to quash an April 18 or-
der, by which the PWD sought
the forest department’s permis-
sion to cut another 198 trees —a
clear violation of the HC's May
2015 order. The residents also
sought directions to submit a

true and correct picture of trees
removed till date before resort-
ing to cutting more.

Opposing the same, Delhi
government counsel Urvi Mohan
said the department would like
to file its response by the next
date of hearing, October 24.

Earlier, Additional Standing
Counsel Sanjoy Ghose, appear-
ing for the Delhi government’s
PWD, had apprised the court
that the trees were being cut in
accordance with the court’s ear-
lier direction and that they have
obtained permission with regard
to 198 more trees.

The residents also sought di-
rections to the Office of Deputy
Conservator of Forest to submit
the true videography of afforesta-
tion done post 2015, and assign
anofficial in their department for
monitoring and preservation of
afforestation for the next 10 years.
They also urged the court to “cre-
ate an Environment Preservation
Fund/ tree fund by depositing the
amount obtained from sale of
wood, foliage of trees removed”.

In 2015, the petitioners had
approached the courtto objecta
decision by authorities to cut 810
trees for widening of Mehrauli-
Mahipalpur road.

The court had allowed the
project with certain modifica-
tions and prior approvals from
all agencies, and had noted that
only 302 trees will be cut.

2 threat mails to Delhi
CM, probe on: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal received two threaten-
ing and derogatory emails last
month, said police,and added the
cyber crime cell of Delhi Police is
investigating the matter. An FIR
hasbeenregistered in the matter.

The incident came to light af-
ter one Ajay Chagti, posted with
the chief secretary, filed a com-
plaint with Delhi Police
Commissioner Amulya Patnaik
on September 20, which was later

sentto the CCC. "Chagti had given
copies of two identical emails re-
ceived on Kejriwal's official email
id. The sender had used deroga-
tory language and threatened the
CM of dire consequences,” a sen-
ior police officer said.

Chagti said the Delhi Police
has been requested to enhance
the CM's security.

Ateam,led by Inspector Bhanu
Pratap, has collected inputs regard-
ing origin of the e-mail, and con-
nected mobile phone and IP logs.
Raids were conducted to nab the
suspected user, but he has been
switching locations, said police.

Odisha Skill Development
Authority (OSDA)

73-KK

Niyojan Bhavan, Sriya Square, Unit-3,

Bhubaneswar-751001 Country: India
Telephone/Fax: +914744391320
Website: www.empmissionodisha.gov.in
Email address: osdpadbosda@ gmail.com;
dirosems@gmail.com

No. OSDA/WSC/02

Date: 04 Oct 2019

International Competitive Biddina (ICB) and National
Competitive Bidding (NCB) Invitation for Bids No.:
OSDA/WSC/Goods/M1-2018

Date:

Loan No.

Title:

Contract
and Title:

04th October 2019
& 3539 IND: Odisha Skill Development Project (OSDP)

No. Contract No.: ICB: Package M-5, Package M-6.
Package 12. Package 5. NCB: Package M-I,

Package M-2, Package M-3, Package M-4, Package
M-7. Package M-8. Package M-I0, Package I.

Package 11.

Package 19. and Package 20.

Procurement equipment for World Skill Center (WSC)
for Odisha Skill Development Project (OSDP).

Deadline
Submission

for 25th November 2019, 15:00 Hrs. (IST) for ICB
18th November 2019, 15:00 Hrs. (IST) for NCB

1. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Document,
bidders should contact: Chief Executive Officer, Odisha SkKill
Development Authority (OSDA) Niyojan Bhawan, Sriya Square,
Unit-3, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001, India
Telephone/Fax: +91-674-2391320,

Website: www. empmissionodisha.gov.in
Email address:osdpadbosda@gmail.cam, dirosems @ gmail.com
2. Download the bidding documents from the project website

www.empmissionodisha.gov.in.

Eligible and interested

bidders can download the documents and can participate in the
bidding procedure upon payment of non-refundable fee of INR
10,500/- (for each package), as above, to be submitted along

with the technical proposals.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Odisha Skill Development Authority (OSDA)

14027/11/0002/1920
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INCIDENTS LIKE THESE ON THE RISE: COURT

4-yearjail termfor 3who
robbed manin shared auto

Social media
photo leads
cops to man
wanted in
robbery case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

A 21-YEAR-OLD man, who al-
legedly robbed two men in
North West Delhi’s Rohini at
gunpoint, landed in trouble
when he posted a photo of him-
self in Shimla on a social media
website. Police found the photo
and arrested him Thursday.

According to police, on
September 23, the accused,
Shubham, along with two of his
associates, robbed two men in
Rohini Sector 3 to finance a trip
to Shimla.

The complainantin the case,
Mohit Singh, had claimed that
the men robbed him of Rs
27,000 and fled.

Singh said, “I was closing my
shop around 9.30 pm when
three men attacked me. They
brandished a gun and threat-
ened me... one of them was
standing outside the shop. They
beat us and stole Rs 1,500 from
my wallet and Rs 23,000 from
my uncle. They then entered
the shop and took Rs 2,500 from
the locker. They then left on
their bikes.”

Police said one of the ac-
cused was arrested soon after
the incident. Shubham, how-
ever, managed to go on a trip to
Shimla with his friends.

“We had identified him and
were looking for him when he
uploaded his photo on
Facebook. We deployed a team
and Shubham was arrested
from a market in Shimla
Thursday. The matter is being
investigated. Efforts are on to
nab the third accused in the
case as well,” said S D Mishra,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Rohini).

A case has been registered
against the accused against rel-
evant sections of the IPC and
Arms Act, said police.

According to police,
Shubham has been involved in
multiple cases of robbery.

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

A DELHI court has sentenced
three men to four years’ rigor-
ous imprisonment for robbing
a passenger while travelling in
a shared autorickshaw and
throwing him out of the vehicle
12 years ago.

“It is seen nowadays that
such incidents are on the rise
and everyday, in a city like
Delhi, multiple instances of
snatching/robbery are re-
ported,” the court observed.

The incident took place in
2007, when the three men sit-
ting in the shared auto robbed
the complainant of Rs 2.4 lakh,
assaulted him and threw him
out of the vehicle near Ritz
Cinema at Kashmere Gate. They
were later arrested by two po-
licemen on patrolling duty who
chased down the vehicle.
However, police could not re-
cover the stolen money.

The three men — identified
as Shakil, Fahimuddin and
Kasim — were found guilty un-
der IPC sections 394 (voluntar-
ily causing hurt in committing
robbery) and 34 (common in-

tention).
Additional Chief
Metropolitan  Magistrate

(ACMM) Pawan Singh Rajawat
also imposed a cost of Rs 1 lakh
on each convict.

Ravinder Singh, the counsel
for the state, submitted before
the court that Shakil was previ-
ously involved in a robbery case
and Kasim was involved in
heinous crimes like murder and
robbery and was booked under
the UP Gunda Act.

The counsel for the accused,
on the other hand, prayed for le-
niency.

The ACMM, however, said,
“Convicts have robbed the com-
plainant of Rs 2,40,000 which s
yet to be recovered. Convicts not
only beat up the complainant
but also threw him out of the

moving TSR (three-seater au-
torickshaw). This has resulted
not only in loss of money to the
complainant but also caused
undue mental trauma... It has
been seen that such robbers are
hell bent to make quick money
by robbing common citizens
and can cause any injury to-
wards the commission of of-
fence. The act of convicts in
throwing the complainant from
running TSR could have resulted
into loss of limb or, in worst case
scenario, could have resulted in
loss of life also.”

The court added, “Most of
these cases remain untraceable
as robbers use masks/helmets
to hide their identities. The
pleas taken with regard to con-
victs having family to maintain
should have been considered by
the convicts themselves before
committing the crime.”

During conviction, the court
had also noted that non-recov-
ery of the looted money is not
fatal to the case of prosecution.

Out to celebrate birthday, elderly
woman targeted by snatchers

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

OUT TO celebrate her birthday
with her husband, a 62-year-old
retired LIC official was robbed of
her bag outside a restaurant in
West Delhi’s Rajouri Garden on
September 28. Police said the
snatchers pushed the woman
due to which she sustained in-
juries and is undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital.

The woman has been identi-
fied as Reeta Goswami. Her fam-
ily said she has injured her hand
and fractured her left leg.

“After the incident, we
recorded the woman’s statement
and registered a case under IPC
section 356 and 379 at Rajouri
Garden police station. We have
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The victim,
Reeta
Goswami.
The accused
fled with
her bag

recovered CCTV footage from the
lane where the incident took
place. While resisting the snatch-
ing, the woman fell on the road
and sustained injuries,” said
Additional DCP (West) Sameer
Sharma.

Reeta was accompanied by
her husband Sudhir Goswami
(65)when the incident took place
outside Bikanervala restaurantin
Rajouri Garden.

Sudhir said, “After cutting a
cake with our son at our house,
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S Scope of Work

16.10.2019 (4.00 pm).

Tel./Fax No. 0191-2493853

e-NIT No. 06 of 2019-20/RAPDRP-
B/UDHAMPUR, DODA, KISHTWAR
AND BHADARWAH TOWN in Jammu
Province under RAPDRP-B

Cost of
works (Rs
lacs)

1162.9

Period of
Contract

01 years

EMD

we left for Bikanervala to have
dinner. Around 10 pm, we left the
restaurant and were crossing the
road to get to our car. Reeta was
behind me. That’s when two
men on a scooter stopped next to
her. They pushed her and tried to
take the bag from her hands.
When she resisted, they pushed
her again and she fell near the
footpath. The men took the bag
and fled. She suffered multiple
injuries to her limbs and has frac-
tured her leftleg.”

Police said the bag had the
woman’s debit cards, identity
proof, mobile phone and Rs
13,000 cash.

Reeta is undergoing treat-
ment at Mata Chanan Devi
Hospital. Her husband said she
will undergo an operation on
Friday.

GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & TRAINING,
JAWAHAR BHAWAN, 6th FLOOR, ASHOK MARG, LUCKNOW

E-TENDER SUSPENSION NOTICE

The E-Tender notice invited by letter no. ME-1/2019/2872 dated 19-9-2019 to select the service provider agency for filling of
class 1Vth Posts on outsourcing basis at Government Medical College, Meerut and Autonomous State Medical College, Basti.
This two bid system invited E-tender is hereby suspended till further order due to some unavioidable circumstances.

UPID-144314 DATE- 30.09.2019

Dated: 27 September 2019

Sd/-
Director General

Email id: ceprojectwingjmu@gmail.com

E Notice Invting Tender

E-Tender on behalf of Governor of Jammu & Kashmir State Power Development Department, are
invited for RAPDRP Part-B works in Jammu town from the registered Contractors/Firms/Joint Ventures hav-
ing specific experience for below mentioned works.

Dated: 26.09.2019

Cost of ten- Date of

Rs (lacs) der docu-  opening of
ment (Rs.) bid
23.26 25000.00 19.10.2019

The bidding document can be downloaded from the website www.jktenders.nic.in from 27.09.2019 (10.00 am) to

Bids submission is in electronic format on the website www.jktenders.nic.in from 06.10.2019 (10.00 am) to

17.10.2019 (4.00 pm).
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feHieh: 03/10/2019

Sd/-
(Sanasveer)

P.W.D., Mathura

Executive Engineer
Provincial Division,

Last date for submission of Hard copies: 18.10.2019 upto 4.00 PM.

Sd/-Chief Engineer
Project Wing (Jammu)

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA
Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender

Letter No. 4652/14M-A.C/2019
The Superintending Engineer Agra Circle, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar
Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved
registered Contractors. As The work Comprises of specialized Building work, hence
contractors bidding for this work must be registered in Building work with UP PWD.
Biddersare advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause
4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.

Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website
http://etender.up.nic.in from 05.10.2019 to 14.10.2019 upto 12:30 Hours. Bids must
be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in on or before
12:30 Hours on 14.10.2019. Technical Bid received online will be opened on
15.10.2019 at 12:30 P.M.
The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must
get the same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per
applicable at the time of payment.
Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.
The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender
portal Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 1.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics
Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as:
(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet
Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column 8 by
Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account.
(8) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document
as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-3070/78-2-2018-
421.T./2017(22)1.T. and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01-2018.

WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN
UPID- 144303
DATE 30.09.2019

Dated : 26.9.2019

 Name of Work  Esti- Bid Costof Time of Address of Address Address ‘g =
. - o
= mated Security Document Comp- Executive of of >%
2 cost (Rs.in (in Rs.) letion Engineer Superin- Chief 2 &
o . . . . D=
(Rs.in Lacs) executing tending Engineer 2 g
Lac) the work Engineer So
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1. Construction work 41.00 4.05 Rs. 2000.00 06 Executive Superinte  Chief
g Of 4 Lab (Physics, STC Months  Engineer, nding Engineer, ©
E Chemistry, +300.00TC+ Provincial Engineer, Agra 2:3»
w Botany, Zoology) 36.00 Division, Agra Zone, @
= bpuilding of RCA GST = P.W.D., Circle, PW.D., K]
Girls (PG) College 2336.00 Mathura PW.D., Agra ©

Vrindavan gate in Agra

Sd/-
(Yogesh Panwar)

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

AGRA CIRCLE, PWD,
AGRA
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Knee-deep water, traffic snarls as
sudden showers lash Delhi-NCR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

FOLLOWING A long dry spell,
sudden showers greeted the city
Thursday evening.

Total rainfall of about 35.2
mm was recorded in the city
from 8.30 am till 8.30 pm
Thursday evening, IMD officials
said. Light showers are expected
to continue over the next two to
three days, officials added.

Mercury is also expected
to dip till October 9, with
Safdarjung and Palam observa-
tories of IMD recording mini-
mum temperature of 23
degrees Celsius from October 5
to 7, and maximum of 34 de-
grees Celsius, accompanied by
a partly cloudy sky.

Due to the heavy rain, run-
way operations at the Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport were suspended for
around 20 minutes till 8.20pm.
As many as four flights were di-
verted during this time.

The downpour also led to
waterlogging and traffic jams all
across the city, especially in
Central and South Delhi. Knee-
deep water was seen at busy
stretches such as Moolchand
Underpass, Tilak Bridge, Hyatt
Hotel, Bhikaji Cama Place, MB
Road, IGNOU Road, Munirka, IIT
Gate, South Extension and
Sainik Farms.

[t took commuters two to
three times longer than usual to
reach their destinations.

“I drive from Noida to
Munirka every evening and
reach in about an hour. On
Thursday, it took me more than

LAST-M

At Yusuf Sarai, Thursday evening. According to the IMD, total
rainfall of about 35.2 mm was recorded in the city from 8.30

am till 8.30 pm. Neerqj Priyadarshi

three hours to cover the same
distance. Arterial roads were
submerged,” said Rohit Dagar, a

E CONNECTIVITY

resident of Munirka.
Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist
at the IMD, said the city wit-

Solar-powered e-rickshaws ferry passengers between Noida’s Sector 52 Metro station on the
Blue Line and Sector 51 Metro station on the Aqua Line. Started by Noida Metro Rail
Corporation, 10 e-rickshaws ply on the route. Abhinav Saha

Therain alsoled to
waterlogging in some
areas. Renuka Puri

WEEK'S FORECAST

OCT 4: Generally cloudy
sky with light rain

OCT 5: Partly cloudy sky
OCT 6: Partly cloudy sky
OCT 7: Partly cloudy sky
OCT 8: Mainly clear sky
OCT 9: Mainly clear sky

nessed a thunderstorm for about
an hour Thursday evening. He
added that the condition was
formed due to high moisture
content in NCR areas and a high
temperature Wednesday in
Delhi, coupled with a cyclonic
circulation above Haryana.

“Thunderstorms usually last
for an hour or two. The city
recorded moderate category of
rainfall Thursday and light
showers are possible over the
next one or twodays,” he added.

The minimum temperature
is expected to dip further to 22
degree Celsius from October 8
to 9, and maximum tempera-
ture to 33 degree Celsius.

Domestic

help among
three held
for burglary

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THREE PERSONS, including a
woman, have been arrested in
connection with a burglary at a
house in South East Delhi’'s Amar
Colony. According to police,
Fatima (34), who works as a do-
mestic help, did arecce of vacant
houses in the area and passed
the information to Mahmood
(37)and Zakir (35).

A senior police officer said:
“On September 29, a resident of
Lajpat Nagar found Rs 50 lakh
and some jewellery missing
when he returned home in the
evening. A case of theft and
house-trespass was registered.”

“We examined CCTV
footage and saw two persons
leaving the house in an e-rick-
shaw on the day of the inci-
dent... More than 100 e-rick-
shaw drivers were questioned.
On Tuesday, we received infor-
mation that the accused were
near Sarai Kale Khan. Teams
raided the area and arrested the
two men,” said Chinmoy
Biswal, DCP (South East).

During questioning, the ac-
cused men told police about
Fatima, who was later arrested.

Meanwhile, a day after po-
lice arrested three men follow-
ing an exchange of fire in Vasant
Kunj, it has been found that one
of the accused, Sunil Kumar
Meena (38), targeted offices of
property dealers.

“Meena, along with his asso-
ciates, were involved in robbery
cases in Bindapur, Nangloi, Hari
Nagar, Moti Nagar etc. They kept
changing number plates of their
car to evade arrest,” said
Devender Arya, DCP (South
West).

Snake rescued
from DDA flats

New Delhi: A common Krait
snake was rescued from the DDA
flats in Malviya Nagar by mem-
bers of an NGO involved in
wildlife conservation.

Wildlife SOS received a call
from a Malviya Nagar resident at
around 9 pm Wednesday. The
caller said he had spotted a snake
curled up behind a brick right
next to the entrance to his house.

According to the NGO, two
snake-rescuers were rushed to
the spot and the entire operation
was over in 30 minutes. “Not all
phone calls end in successful cap-
tures or encounters. Many times,
the snakes disappear before help
arrives. We have to be very sensi-
tive about the time taken to get
to the spot and carry out the res-
cue operation,” amember of the
rescue team said. PTI
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Woman’s body found
in sack, police identify
her as missing student

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

DAYS AFTER the body of a
woman was found inside a sack
in North East Delhi, police
Thursday identified the victim
as a 22-year-old student who
went missing from the district
on September 25.

Police said the victim com-
pleted her graduation from
Delhi and was pursuing her
Masters from a Haryana-based
university.

“On September 25, she left
her house after telling her par-
ents that she was going to meet
her former tutor. She has been
missing since. Family members
tried to contact her but her
phone was switched off. They
later lodged an FIR with the
Delhi Police,” a senior police of-
ficer said.

Her body was found last
Sunday after police received a
PCR call regarding a sack
dumped in a drain in Karawal
Nagar area at 7.48 am. Police
reached the spot and found the
body of a woman inside.

“Her body was preserved in

the mortuary. Prima facie, it ap-
pears she was strangled. An FIR
of murder was registered and
police started trying to establish
her identity. While looking at
missing persons complaints
from nearby police stations,
they came across the 22-year-
old student who went missing
from a locality in the North
East district,” the senior officer
added.

Police approached her fam-
ily members, who identified the
woman from her clothes and
earrings. She lived with her par-
ents and two brothers.

“She was studying under a
tutor nearby when she was in
school... Later, she also started
teaching at his tuition centre
without informing her family
members. On September 25,
she left home saying that she
was going to meet him. We
suspect he may be involved in
her murder,” said the victim’s
uncle.

Additional DCP (North East)
RP Meena said, “We have added
new sections in the existing FIR
and are probing the case from
all possible angles. We are ques-
tioning some suspects.”

Hoax bomb scare at
school in Gole Market

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

SECURITY PERSONNEL in New
Delhi district were on alert
Thursday after a teacher at
Kendriya Vidyalaya in Gole
Market received a bomb threat
on his phone — which later
turned out to be fake.

Police teams rushed to the
spot and evacuated students
from the school, where the sec-
ond shift was going on.

In his complaint, the princi-
pal of KVGM, Praveen Kumar
Malik, Thursday claimed thatan
unknown person had sent a
message to their physical edu-
cation teacher, warning of a se-
rial blast in the school.

The sender claimed to
know of the plan after “over-
hearing conversations of three
terrorists”.

The teacher concerned im-
mediately informed the school
administration, which con-
tacted police.

“The bomb squad was also
called. After conducting proper
checking, they declared it a
hoax. Using technical surveil-
lance, police found that the mes-
sage was sent by a resident of
Bara Hindu Rao in North Delhi.
A team led by SHO Gyanendra
Rana went to Bara Hindu Rao,
but did not find him,” a senior
police officer said.

Police are questioning the
man’s relatives in an effort to
trace him.

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE CENTRE wants the Supreme
Court-appointed Monitoring
Committee, which is tasked with
implementing the law against il-
legal constructions, to be dis-
banded and its responsibilities
be handed over to a Special Task
Force (STF).

The Centre has moved an in-
tervention application in the
Supreme Court, saying that the
committee — set up by the apex
court on March 24, 2006 — had
“outlived its purpose” and that
there could be duplication and
“confusion” with the STF that
has already formed. The STF was
formed last year by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
which comes under the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs.

This comes at a time when
sealing ordered by the commit-
tee has been criticised by politi-
cal parties in Delhi, and the
Centre coming under attack
from the opposition for failing to
protect traders from action.

The panel’s latest order was
on sealing of all fitness centres,
gyms, and yoga and meditation

During sealing in Defence Colony in 2017. Archive

Urbanbody  Properties
sealed
North MCD 2,799
South MCD 2,169
East MCD 1,497
NDMC 217

Applications  Desealing

fordesealing  approved
755 410
898 832
225 35
205 06

The civic bodies seal the premises on the committee’s
orders. Desealing is approved by the committee

centres which opened after
August 12, 2008. Under the
Master Plan of Delhi (MPD) 2021,
fitness centres are not allowed
outside of DDA market com-
plexes or shopping malls. Union

Minister Hardeep Puri, earlier
this week, had said that gymsin
residential areas will be accom-
modated in the new Master Plan
for the city.

Leaders in the three MCDs

THECITY T

CITES ‘AGE OF THREE COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ AS ONE OF THE FACTORS

Centre files plea to disband SC-appointed
sealing panel, says it ‘outlived its purpose’

Committeesetup
to tackle violations
of Master Plan

THE AIM of setting up a monitoring committee was to en-
sure action against those who violate provisions of the Delhi
Master Plan 2021. However, owing to retrospective amend-
ments in the plan, illegal construction and use of residential
spaces to operate commercial establishments has continued

in Delhi.

It was the monitoring committee that ordered sealing of
restaurants running in the popular Defence Colony and
Mehar Chand Markets last year.

No age restrictions were fixed by the apex court at the
time of appointing committee members.

and senior BJP leaders have also
been vocal against the monitor-
ing committee in the past.

The Centre also cited the age
of the three committee mem-
bers — former advisor to the
Election Commissioner K J Rao
(77),EPCA chairperson Bhure Lal
(76) and Major General (Retd)
Som Jhingan (86) — as a factor.

“There is no justification to
further burden the monitoring
committee with the task en-
trusted to it as it is vehemently

cumbersome for the members
to physically inspect properties
when required, and to actively
participate when the issues are
urgent and require immediate
attention,” the application states,
adding that members, who ren-
dered commendable services,
have “reached an age at whichit
is not justifiable to burden
them”. Bhure Lal said he received
the application and said he will
follow court orders.

Stating that a charge of Rs 1

Air hostess suicide: Court pulls up prosecution

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE PROSECUTION was “leastin-
terested” in the case against for-
mer Haryana home minister
Gopal Goyal Kanda, who is ac-
cused of abetting the suicide of
23-year-old air hostess in 2012,
said a Delhi court Thursday.

“I find it a very strange situa-
tion where the state is showing
least interest in prosecution of
this case. By simply writing a let-
ter to the state government, it ap-
pears that the Director

(Prosecution) has washed his
hands from the responsibility to
conduct the trial on behalf of the
state,” said Special Judge Ajay
Kumar Kuhar, who had sum-
moned Director of Prosecution
Suresh Chandra Sharma.

Special Public Prosecutor,
Rajiv Mohan, was not present in
courton Thursday. The court said
he had skipped hearings several
times in the past as well. He was
present for the hearing on
September 23, 2019.

The woman was an air host-
ess with MDLR Airlines, owned
by Kanda. She committed suicide

Kandais
accused of
abetting the
23-yr-old’s
suicide

at her family’s Ashok Vihar resi-
dence in North West Delhi in
2012. In her suicide note, she
blamed Kanda and his aide Aruna
Chadha. Six months later, her
mother also committed suicide
and left behind a note blaming
Kanda and Chadha for her death.
Kanda was arrested in 2012 and

granted bail in 2014.

The judge, Kuhar, said that
three prosecution witnesses were
present in court but in the ab-
sence of the Special PP, they were
being discharged unexamined.

An Additional Public
Prosecutor, posted at a CBI court
in Rouse Avenue, also informed
the court that the department
was yet to get the sanction to
prosecute from the Delhi govern-
ment. The sanction was required
since Kanda was an MLA.

When the judge had asked
the prosecution about the where-
abouts of the Special PP, he was

informed that the Director of
Prosecution had written to the
Special Secretary (Home) of the
Delhi government, requesting
that the case be assigned to
Manish Rawat, an Additional
Public Prosecutor assigned to
Kuhar’s court. The judge told the
prosecution, “You will keep de-
laying this... you are such senior
counsels... what about your pro-
fessional ethics? Have you forgot-
ten them?”

Rehan Khan, who stood as
proxy for the Special PP, told the
judge that Rajiv Mohan was busy
at Tis Hazari court.

lakh is imposed for submitting
an appeal to deseal a property,
the application states that alarge
number of people whose prem-
ises have been sealed belong to
the lower-middle class and do
not have the capacity to pay the
amount.

“The properties cannot re-
main lying sealed for perpetuity
and opportunity has to be given
to the affected people to take
corrective measures and make
them compliant as per the law.
This is not happening as many
people are not able to approach
the monitoring committee due
to high financial implications in-
volved, resulting in wastage of
resources and denying livelihood
to a sizable population of Delhi
which is willing to comply with
the law by paying requisite
charges,” it said.

The application also states
that STF members are appointed
on the basis of posts held by
them, and not in an individual
capacity as in the case of the
monitoring committee. This
lends more credence to this body
and also ensures that no individ-
ual continues to be amember of
the STFin perpetuity, the Centre
states in the application.

Man held with
146 kg of illegal
firecrackers

New Delhi: A 32-year-old man
was arrested for allegedly
selling illegal firecrackers
in  Dwarka’s  Bindapur
Thursday. Acting on a tip-off,
police said they recovered 146
kg of banned firecrackers from
the accused, Deepak.

Police said the man hid the
crackers in Haryana and
brought it to the city recently to
sell them during the festive sea-
son. A case has been registered
against the man at Bindapur po-
lice station. ENS
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FORMER HARYANA CONG CHIEF QUITS PARTY POLL PANELS

Haryana Cong now Hooda Cong: Tanwar

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

ARGUING THAT the Haryana Congress has
become “Hooda Congress”, former state
Congress chief Ashok Tanwar raised a ban-
ner of revolt ahead of Assembly elections by
resigning from all election-related commit-
tees. He did not resign from the party, but
made it clear that he would not cooperate
with the state leadership as his supporters
were ignored in ticket distribution.

Sources said that former chief minister and
CLPleader Bhupinder Singh Hooda had got his
way in terms of selection of candidates — as
many as 60 tickets went to his loyalists. The
other bigleaders — state Congress chief Kumari
Selja, Tanwar, Randeep Singh Surjewala,
Kuldeep Bishnoi — got only a handful of tickets
for their supporters. Tanwar, those close to him
said, got only two tickets for his supporters.

Aday after he protested outside Congress
president Sonia Gandhi’s residence, Tanwar
on Thursday sent her a letter claiming that
some “individuals” were “selling tickets and
subverting the great political legacy of the
Congress party by ruthlessly killing the polit-
ical career of hardworking Congress leaders”.
He argued that a section of Haryana Congress

BALLOTIN

Narayan Rane’s son
joins BJP, to contest
from Kankavli

Kankavli (Maharashtra): Former
Maharashtra CM Narayan Rane’s
younger son Nitesh, who fought the
2014 Assembly elections ona Congress
ticket, joined the BJP on Thursday.
Nitesh (37)resigned from the Congress
and the MLA post two days ago.
Narayan Rane, who formed the
Maharashtra Swabhiman Paksha in
2017,isaRajyaSabha MP on BJP’'s nom-
ination. Rane, a former Senaleader, has
reportedly been keen on joining the BJP
as support for his party has been dwin-
dling in its erstwhile stronghold of
Sindhudurg district. But the proposed
induction of the Rane family into the
BJP has become a point of contention
in the BJP-Sena alliance. The latest de-
velopment has irked the workers of
Sena, which has a strong base in
Sindhudurg district. BJP’slocal unit chief
Pramod Jathar said Nitesh will be the

BJP’s candidate from Kankavli. ENS
Fadnavis to file
nomination today

Mumbai: Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis will file his nomination from
Nagpur South West assembly con-
stituency on Friday. State BJP president
Chandrakant Patil, Union minister Nitin
Gadkari, all India BJP general secretary
and poll observor Bhupender Yadav
and BJP general secretary Saroj Pandey
will be present when Fadnavis files his
nomination in Nagpur. A procession of
party workers will follow the Chief
Minister. A four-time MLA, Fadnavis
first contested state Assembly elections
in 1999. On Thursday, 95 BJP candi-
dates, including Girish Mahajan,
Pankaja Munde, Babanrao Lonikar,
Suresh Khade, Jaikumar Rawal,
Sambhaji Patil Nilengekar, Ashok Uiley,
Madan Yerawar, Sanjay Kute and
Ashish Shelar filed nominations for the
Assembly polls. ENS

Capt Abhimanyu’s

assets double

Chandigarh: The assets of Haryana
Finance Minister Capt Abhimanyu
have more than doubled in the past
five years. Filing his nomination pa-
pers from Haryana’s Narnaud for the
Assembly polls, the BJP leader dis-
closed that he had assets worth Rs
170.41 crore against Rs 77.36 crore
during the 2014 Assembly elections.
The figure was shown as the com-
bined assets in the name of
Abhimanyu, his wife, Hindu undi-
vided family and three dependent
children. PTI

Ashok Tanwar speaks to the media in
New Delhi on Thursday. Anil Sharma

leaders focused on attacking him because “of
their personal prejudices and selfish inter-
ests” over the last five years when he was
state Congress president.

“The same individuals sabotaged the party,
haven’t done any organisational work at the
grassroots and didn’t allow the party to func-
tion properly in Haryana by stalling the appoint-
ments of committees and office-bearers... it is
excruciating to see the same individuals taking
all the decisions and instead of allowing just,
free and fair selection of candidates...” he said.

Tanwar said he had suggested that those
who contested the last Lok Sabha elections,
those who had forfeited their deposits in the

Setbackto high
command’s efforts

THE FORMER Haryana Congress
chief’'s move has blown a hole in the
party high command’s attempt to
sent a signal of unity through lead-
ership change. While the high com-
mand tries to regroup after the
crushing defeat in the Lok Sabha
elections, this tussle only adds to the
drift in the grand old party. It also
exposes the tussle between the old
guard and young leaders who were
promoted by Rahul Gandhi.

last election and those who had lost twice or
more consecutively should not be given tick-
ets. He also wanted that “those who have

openly worked against party whip in the
Assembly or had taken an anti-party stand
outside the House (like sabotaging the
Congress candidate in Rajya Sabha election)
should not be given tickets. Besides, he argued
that “sitting MLAs do not automatically qual-
ify for tickets”. He was referring to the defeat
of RKAnand, the Congress candidate in Rajya
Sabha election in 2016, after the votes of at
least 14 party MLAs were found invalid.

“I have tried to raise these issues with my
seniors in the party and found them to be in-
different and not willing to understand or re-
solve this unprecedented crisis...” he said.

Tanwar said “it feels like the Congress in
Haryana has been hijacked by an individual
and even senior leaders of the AICC are in-
sensitive towards the Haryana Congress be-
coming Hooda Congress. Ever since the Lok
Sabha elections,  have felt that the party has
become unresponsive. This has not only de-
moralised the party workers, but the lack of
aunited and strong opposition is also giving
a free run to the BJP for undoing the Congress
party’s ideals and principles that have been
the foundation of our nation.”

Tanwar reiterated that party workers are
alleging corruption in ticket distribution, but
did not provide details. He said if need be, he
would give adequate proof to Sonia Gandhi.

Aaditya Thackeray with his mother Rashmi, brother Tejas and Shiv Sena workers, in Mumbai on Thursday. Prashant Nadkar

Aaditya Thackeray files
nomination after Shiv
Sena’s show of strength

SAILEEDHAYALKAR &
LAXMAN SINGH
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 3

SHIV SENA scion Aaditya Thackeray on
Thursday filed his nomination from Worli
constituency, declaring assets totalling Rs
17.69 crore. Aaditya, who is the first
Thackeray to contest an election, also became
the first member of the family to make his
finances and wealth public.

The 29-year-old Yuva Sena chief has de-
clared himself to be a businessmen with
movable assets valued at Rs 13.02 crore.
These include Rs 10.9 crore in bank deposits
and around Rs 58.11 lakh in shares and
debentures. Aaditya has also declared own-
ing a car, which has been valued at Rs 6.5
lakh. He also owns jewellery and gold valued
atRs 1.10 crore.

His totalimmovable assets are pegged at
Rs4.67 crore, including five land parcels val-
ued at Rs 77.66 lakh, which were gifted to
him by his father. He is also the owner of two
commercial shop spaces in Kalyan and an-
other in Thane, which were gifted to him by
his mother. He does not own a house.

During his filing of nomination, the Shiv
Sena put up a massive show of strength with
the entire top leadership of the party accom-
panying Aaditya to the nomination centre.

“Iam thrilled and excited to see this sup-
port for me. For me, the common man s the
CM of the state. am alsoa common manand
wish to work without expecting any posi-
tion. People wishing me to be the CM is just
their love for me.I called CM in the morning.
He wished me luck and gave his support. He
was never supposed to attend this (nomina-
tion filing) event. He sent his people to show
his support,” Aaditya told the media.

Asked about his uncle and MNS chief Raj
Thackeray not fielding a candidate against
him, Aaditya said, “Many people have sup-
ported me. I thank all of them. I wish to ful-
fil all these expectations.”

The Sena took out a rally, accompanied by
dhol players and Lezim dancers, from Lower
Parel till Worli. It was attended by top leaders
of the party along with huge number of sup-
porters. The rally, which began at 9 am, also
disrupted traffic during the office hours.

Around 12 pm, Aaditya reached the BMC
office at Worli to file his nomination along
with his father and Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray, mother Rashmi and brother Tejas.

“We are happy and excited that Aadityaji
has chosen Worli to contest. We want to see
him as the chief minister. Maharashtra will
see anew era of development,” said Santosh
Jadhav, a party worker from Gandhi Nagar,
Worli.

WITH INPUTS FROM SAGAR RAJPUT

I DECLARE

AADITYATHACKERAY
Shiv Sena, Worli

{17.69 cr

TOTALASSETS (self, HUF)
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(self) (self, HUF)
4.67 cr 13.02 cr
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‘Without Modi, BJP can fight no election’

ANIL JAIN, BJP’s general secretary in charge
of Haryana, speaks to LIZ MATHEW on the
upcoming Assembly elections and why he
thinks the party will reach its 75 plus target.

Now that the candidates have been
announced, what are the BJP’s
prospects?

The situation in Haryana is comfortable
and the BJP is going to achieve its goal i.e. 75
plus seats.

The party has dropped 11 MLAs,
including two ministers. On what
ground have you dropped them? Were
they not performing?

The candidates are chosen on the basis of
winnability. But factors like local issues and the

‘Transparent
governance of
Khattar
government will
work in our
favour’

opinion of the central leadership play arole.

The Chief Minister has said that their
interests will be taken care of after the
government formation?

Idon’tknow what he meant. Basically, we
will have to take care of the interests of all re-
gions and groups. The list is an inclusive one

which has taken care of the so-
cial fabric and regional balance.

state. So, nationalist issues have
a special place in their minds.

What would be the issues So the elections will be fought
the party will focus on? in the name of Prime Minister
We were in power for five THEEXPRESS Narendra Modi, not Chief

years and we have areport card. Minister Manohar Lal

We have our Prime Minister Khattar?

and this time we will also pres- Without Narendra Modi, the
ent his work. The whole nation Wit BJP can fight no election. It will be
has given him the mandate. In ANIL JAIN fought on both. The honest and
the first 100 days, the govern- BJP GEN SECY, transparent governance of the
ment has created history — we INCHARGE OF HARYANA  Khattar government will workin

have passed the law against (in-

stant) triple talag, revoked the special status
of Jammu and Kashmir. Haryana’s popula-
tionis just 2 per cent of country’s population,
but 10. 6 per cent of soldiers are from the

our favour...We have projected

him as the Chief Minister candidate. As far as
the state is concerned, he is the leader.

FULLINTERVIEW ON

www.indianexpress.com
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Nirupam: Won'’t take part
in Cong poll campaign

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 3

INFIGHTING WITHIN the Congress’s Mumbai
unit came to the fore on Thursday with for-
mer Mumbai Congress president Sanjay
Nirupam declaring that he will not partici-
pate in the party’s poll campaign. Nirupam
was reportedly upset with the party’s lead-
ership for not considering his nominee for
candidature from the Versova seat.

Meanwhile, exposing cracks withinits al-
liance with the NCPin the state, the Congress
on Thursday nominated its own candidate
from Western Maharashtra’s Pandharpur
seat, a day after ally Nationalist Congress
Party announced the candidature of sitting
MLA Bharat Bhalke from the constituency.

Earlier this week, Bhalke had walked out
of the Congress to join the NCP. The Congress
has now nominated Kalunge Bajirao from
the constituency.

In Mumbai, even before the Congress de-
clared the candidature of two-time MLA
Baldev Khosa from Versova, Nirupam went
public with his revolt. Nirupam had sought a
ticket for his close-aide Raees Lashkariya, but
there was opposition within the party to that
name. “It seems the Congress party doesn’t

Sanjay Nirupam

want my services anymore. [ had recom-
mended just one name in Mumbai for
Assembly election...[ heard that even that has
beenrejected. AsIhad told the leadership ear-
lier, in that case [ won't participate in the poll
campaign. My decision s final,” he said.

“I am the party’s leader in the Mumbai
North West district. I did not interfere with
the ticket distribution process at all, and had
just sought this one seat, guaranteeing the
party thatI would ensure that the seatis won.
But even that has not been respected,”
Nirupam said. He refuted reports of joining
any other party. “At this moment, I've no such
plans,” he said.

Nirupam has been sulking ever since he
was unceremoniously dumped from the
Mumbai Congress president’s post, and has
been vocal about his differences with Milind
Deora, who had replaced him.

Upset, Khadse says no
question of joining NCP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 3

DISAPPOINTED OVER the party’s decision to
deny him ticket, senior BJP leader Eknath
Khadse on Thursday said that there was no
question of leaving the party or joining the
NCP.

Khadse’s statement came shortly after
NCP president Sharad Pawar alleged that the
rebel BJP leader was in touch with his party
leaders for the last “several months, years.”

“Khadse has been in touch with our party
leaders for several months or years,” Pawar
told mediapersons in response to a question
onwhether Khadse was likely to join the NCP.

“I have not contacted any NCP leader in
the last three years. So whatever Pawar is
sayingis absolutely wrong.I may have casu-
ally greeted NCP leaders during Assembly
sessions. But there was never any discus-
sion,” Khadse said.

In his hometown Muktainagarin Jalgaon
district, the former revenue minister held a

Eknath Khadse

meeting with party workers. Angry support-
ers threatened to lead a protest against the
party. In the middle of the meeting, Khadse
was seen speaking to a follower who threat-
ened to commit suicide to protest the humil-
iation to Khadse. “Don’t take any extreme
step,” Khadse was seen telling the supporter.
The entire drama was captured on TV.

Later, speaking to mediapersons, Khadse
said, “My association with the BJP goes back
to the last four decades. We have laboured
very hard for the growth of the organisation
which did not have any identity. Yet, l would
like to urge my followers to show restraint
and not demonstrate their anger.”

Gurgaon BJP MLA denied
ticket, he says wife will contest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 3

WITH JUST a day left for filing of nominations
for the Haryana Assembly polls, the resent-
ment within the BJP intensified with the
party’s Gurgaon MLA, Umesh Aggarwal, an-
nouncing that he will field his wife Anita
Aggarwal from the constituency as an
Independent candidate.

The BJP has announced the candidates for
all 90 seats that will go to the polls on October
21. Aggarwal was denied the party ticket.

The Gurgaon MLA, who has not been on
good terms with CM Manohar Lal Khattar,
on Thursday tweeted in Hindi, “Look at the
blade of this axe, some have been axed while
some are ready to be chopped off.”

If Anita files nomination, she will be pit-
ted against BJP’s official candidate Sudhir
Singla, who happens to be the father-in-law
of Aggarwal’s nephew.

Sources close to the Aggarwal and Singla
families said that efforts were on to pacify
the Gurgaon MLA who was “hurt over the
party’s decision to drop him”.

Aggarwal on Wednesday had held a
show of strength in Gurgaon.

Aggarwal earlier had come out in sup-
port of Rao Inderjit Singh when BJP denied
ticket to the Gurgaon MP's daughter Aarti
Rao. Hours before the BJP announced its
first list of 78 candidates for the Assembly
polls on Monday, Aggarwal had advised the
party that ignoring “Rao Inderjit will cost
BJP dear”.

BJP’s Guhla MLA Kulwant Ram Bazigar
too has been sulking after being denied a
ticket. He said he will remain with the BJP,
but the party should tell him why he has not
been renominated.

The denial of a ticket left at least one leader
literally in tears. Samalkha MLA Ravinder
Machrauli, who joined the BJP ahead of the
polls, broke down before his supporters.

Dushyant to take on Birender
Singh’s wife, Tej Bahadur to
contest against CM Khattar

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 3

THE JANNAYAK Janta Party (JJP) named party
leader Dushyant Chautala as its candidate
from Uchana Kalan and his mother and sit-
ting Dabwali MLA Naina Chautala from Jat-
dominated Badhra, setting the stage for high
profile fights in the two Assembly con-
stituencies in poll bound Haryana.

The two leaders figure in the list of 43
candidates, released in three tranches, by the
JJP Thursday. With this the party has named
85 candidates for the polls on October 21.

Dushyant, a former MP from Hisar, will
once again take on BJP’s sitting MLA Prem
Lata, who had defeated him from the Uchana
Kalan constituency by a margin of over 7,000
votes in the 2014 Assembly polls. Prem Lata is
the wife of Rajya Sabha MP and former Union
minister Birender Singh.

The constituency in Jind district has re-
mained a bastion of Birender Singh.

Prem Lata defeated Dushyant in the 2014
polls when he had entered the fray despite
being a sitting MP of the Indian National Lok

Dal from Hisar.

Dushyant also tasted defeat at the hands
of Birendra Singh’s bureaucrat-turned-politi-
cian son Brijendra Singh, fielded by the BJP,in
the Lok Sabha polls from Hisar this year.

The JJP has shifted Dushyant's mother
Naina Chautala from Dabwali to the Badhra
constituency in Charkhi Dadri district, where
she will take on former Chief Minister Bansi
Lal’s son and former Board of Control for
Cricket in India president Ranbir Singh
Mahindra. BJP has retained its sitting IMLA,
Sukhwinder Sheoran, from the seat.

Naina’s name was announced by the [JPin
the fifth list of candidates released Thursday
evening.

In the list of the 30 candidates released
earlier in the day, the JJP also named former
BSF constable Tej Bahadur Yadav, who was
dismissed in 2017 after he posted a video
complaining about the quality of food being
served to soldiers. Yadav will contest against
Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar from
Karnal constituency. He had earlier filed his
nomination from Varanasi as the SP candi-
date but the Election Commission had re-
jected his nomination for the Lok Sabha polls.
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

LLANGUAGE M ATTERS

THE HINDI Advisory Committee decided to look beyond Delhi
and met outside the national capital for the first time on
Thursday. Speaking at the meeting in Hyderabad, Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu hoped that such events outside
Delhi would help promote Hindi, even as he made it clear that
no language should be thrust on people and there should be
constant dialogue between various Indian languages for lin-
guistic, cultural and emotional unity. He cited Mahatma
Gandhi as an example — he recalled Gandhi setting up
Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha in Madras in 1918 and
inspired by it, Hindi Prachar Sabha was established in
Hyderabad in 1935. Naidu made it clear that it is good to know
as many languages as possible. Besides Naidu, six Rajya Sabha
members, secretary general and other members of the com-
mittee attended the meeting that reviewed the use of Hindi

in Rajya Sabha secretariat.

NAME GAME

WITH BIHAR politics heavily influenced by backward castes,
a section of the state BJP unit is very keen on expanding its
clout by sending an OBC/Dalit to the Upper House. The current
BJP MPs from Bihar in Rajya Sabha are Gopal Singh Narayan,
R K Sinha, C P Thakur — all from upper caste communities.
However, on Thursday, when the party announced nominees
for the by-election, for which the party has managed to make
itsally JD(U) agree to support its candidate, those hopes were
shattered. The BJP nominated Satish Dubey. In Uttar Pradesh,
too, the BJP nominated another Brahmin leader, Sudhanshu
Trivedi — who has been a regular face on visual media defend-
ing the Central government’s policies and the party — for the
seat vacated by late Arun Jaitley.

JOB EQUATION

POLITICIANS LOVE to be chief guests at public events. But a
brochure of the Ministry of Skill Development appeared to
have scared some MPs. At a recent meeting of a parliamen-
tary standing committee, the ministry, while showcasing its
achievements, distributed a brochure that contained photo-
graphs of MPs inaugurating Rojgar Melas in their constituen-
cies. An MP found that most of these former MPs were not in
the current Lok Sabha — they were either denied tickets by
their parties or they lost the election. The amused MP quipped
that if you are organising Rojgar Melas where 90 per cent
youths do not get jobs, then you lose your own.

Facing dissidence
within govt, Biren gets
backing of BJP brass

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE UNCERTAINTY surround-
ing the BJP government in
Manipur seems to be finished
with the party’s national lead-
ership backing Chief Minister
N Biren Singh, who will now
continue at the top post despite
a dissidence in the state unit.

Sources said the BJP central
leadership has not agreed with
the dissidents, led by Public
Works Department minister Th
Biswajit Singh, who have been
demanding a leadership
change in the state.

Biren Singh, who has been
in the national capital from two
days, met BJP president Amit
Shah on Thursday.

He also met BJP working
president | P Nadda and na-
tional general secretary, organ-
isation, B L Santosh. Both Biren
Singh and Biswajit sat with
Nadda to resolve differences.

According to a party leader,
there was no final decision on
Biswajit’'s demand for the
deputy chief minister post.

Sources said the leadership
has assessed that the dissidents
— who became active immedi-

N Biren
Singh

ately after the Lok Sabha elec-
tions — could not muster “ade-
quate number to be a major
threat” to the Chief Minister.

In June this year, the Chief
Minister removed two cabinet
ministers because of a financial
crisis owing to which, the RBI
stopped honouring the govern-
ment’s bills and cheques.

The chief minister had then
divested Deputy Chief Minister
Y Joykumar Singh of National
People’s Party (NPP) of finance
and Biswajit Singh of power
portfolios. NPP is BJP’s ally in
Manipur.

According to party sources,
the dissidents became active as
the performance of the party in
their areas in the general elec-
tions was not impressive and
the Chief Minister had pro-
posed that the cabinet reshuffle
could be on the basis of their
performance in the parliamen-
tary polls.

MP seeks Rs 7,154 cr aid
for flood, rain relief

Bhopal: The Congress govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh on
Thursday sought assistance of
Rs 7154.28 crore from the Centre
to compensate people forlosses
due to excessive rainfall and
floods in the state.

The demand includes Central
assistance of Rs 6,621.28 crore
under the NDRF head and the
second installment of Rs 553
crore of this fiscal under the

SDREF. The MP government said
674 people lost their lives due to
flood and lightning and 18 suf-
fered physical disabilities.
According to the proposal, 39
of the state’s 52 districts had suf-
fered heavy losses. The rain, from
June to September, affected
crops worth Rs 16,270 crore cul-
tivated on 60.47 lakh hectare
land. Thousands of houses were
partially or fully damaged. ENS

SPECIAL SESSION OF UP ASSEMBLY

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 3

A DAY after Congress MLA from
Rae Bareli, Aditi Singh, defied her
party to attend the special 36-
hour session of the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly, rebel
Samajwadi Party MLA Shivpal
Yadav and BSP MLA Aslam Raini
attended the House and praised
the BJP government and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Raini said that he decided to
attend the special session after
“listening to his antaraatma (in-
ner voice)”.

“Ihave come to the House to-
day to raise the issues of people
of my district, and I hope that
you would listen,” Raini, who
represents Shravasti con-
stituency, told the Assembly and
then went on to point out the
condition of roads in his district
and also in front of his house.

He, however, did not blame
the Chief Minister, but called it
an “administrative failure”.

While Raini said that his loy-
alties are still with BSP, but to
everyone’s surprise, he said that
the ruling BJP has gone far ahead
than the BSP in terms of cadres
and organisation. “I have been
with BSP since 2002 and people
used to praise BSP for its organi-
sation, but today, the BJP has
gone far ahead,” said Raini.
Targeting his own party chief
Mayawati, he said that leaders
like him feel neglected in the BSP.

“Our leader does not think it
is right to consult even 18 lead-
ers,” he said, referring to the

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath at the 36-hour special
session in Lucknow on Thursday. Vishal Srivastava

number of BSP MLAs.

“EVM does not win elections.
Whoever works would win the
electioninstead. My beliefisin the
BSP and would remain so but we
have lost our path today,” Raini
said. Notably, BSP chief Mayawati
had accused the BJP government
of “manipulating EVMs” after the
party candidate came a distant
third in the Hamirpur Assembly
bypolls last week.

He praised Chief Minister
Adityanath for “strict” law and
order and said that it was either
during Mayawati government or
during the regime of Adityanath
that such a “control overlaw and
order has been exercised”.

Shivpal, who has formed
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) but continues to be an SP
MLA, meanwhile, showered
praise on Adityanath, calling him
“the honest Chief Minister”.

While he praised Adityanath
for the investors’ summit, and

the Centre’s Ujjwala Yojana (LPG
connection scheme), construc-
tion of toilets, he also gave his ad-
vice towards making these
schemes better.

“The leadership of this state
is in the hands of an honest CV],
who respects public sentiment.
But those sitting in police and
administration do not under-
stand public sentiment and do
not even listen to the elected
representatives,” said Shivpal.

However, he drew objections
from the treasury benches,
when he alleged that corruption
was rampant at tehsil level. BJP
MLAs said it was the habit
formed during the previous
regime, of which even Shivpal
was part. Shivpal thenretorted:
“If habits of the past remain, then
you would also be replaced and
someone else would come, [ was
just giving a suggestion.”

The session concluded on
Thursday night.
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Amid Oppn boycott, Shivpal,
BSP MLA praise Yogiin House

Day after

defying party,
Cong MLA gets
Y-plus security

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 3

HOURS AFTER Congress MLA
from Rae Bareli, Aditi Singh, at-
tended the special session of the
Assembly defying her party’s de-
cision of boycotting it, the state
BJP government accorded her
Y-plus security on Thursday.

Singh, a first time MLA from
Rae Bareli and daughter of former
Congress MLA Akhilesh Singh,
had alleged a threat to her life fol-
lowing an attack on her while she
was on the way to Rae Bareli to
take part in the no-confidence
motion against district panchayat
chairman Awadhesh Singh in
May this year.

Awadhesh Singh is the
brother of former Congress MLC
Dinesh Pratap Singh, who had
shifted to the BJP before the Lok
Sabha elections and had con-
tested against Congress president
Sonia Gandhi from Rae Bareli. “I
have been asking for it (the secu-
rity cover) for a while now ever
since the attack took place. I met
the CM and apprised him that the
main culprits have not yet been
arrested and especially after my
father’sdeath recently, I fear more
for my security. It has been finally
given,” Aditi Singh told The Indian
Express.

Ancient port town of Mamallapuram
gets set for India-China informal meet

ARUN JANARDHANAN
MAMALLAPURAM,0CTOBER 3

THE ANCIENT port town of
Mamallapuram is in the final
stages of a makeover ahead of
the scheduled visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
during a two-day India-China

informal summit from
October 11.
Mamallapuram near

Chennai, which was a crucial
town connecting India with
Southeast Asia including China
from the Pallava period, is un-
der a security blanket, with
armed security personnel pres-
ent at all three monuments that
the two world leaders will visit.

A team of ASI officials and
workers have been laying nat-
ural grass panels and preparing
a green cover around the path-
ways where Modi and Xi will
take a brief walk.

Stone panels are being laid
on a pathway surrounding Five
Rathas, another monument
where the two leaders are ex-
pected to have photo sessions.

“Four spots have been iden-
tified for their visit, including
Arjuna Penance, Krishna’s
Butter Ball, Five Rathas and
Shore Temple. The PM may re-
ceive Xi near Arjuna Penance.
The main photo session may be
at the south-west corner of Five

Work in progress at Krishna’s Butter Ball,a monument that
Modi and Xi are expected to visit. Arun Janardhanan

Rathas. Then they will move to
the Shore Temple, where a cul-
tural event is being organised
onanopen stage,” said a top ASI
official.

On Wednesday, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami inspected prepa-
rations at Mamallapuram.

While India-China experts
see the summit as a crucial one,
historians also see it as an im-
portant event in the history of
Mamallapuram.

Joe Thomas Karackattu, a
China studies scholar at IIT-
Madras, said the summit would
take place in the wake of the re-
cent India-US bonhomie and

growing China-Pakistan part-
nership. “Amid the recent
moves in Jammu and Kashmir,
it may be ambiguous for many
to expect the topic to come up.
For both countries, especially
India, it is important to ex-
change assurances about a
friendship between India and
China when there is a percep-
tion that India is moving closer
to the US. Besides, the growing
footprint of China in South Asia
is not only in trade but also
seemingly in politics in the re-
gion and this context also
makes this summit significant,”
he said.

T Satyamurthi, former su-

perintending archaeologist of
AS], said there was evidence in-
dicating possible travel of
Buddhism to China from India
via the ancient port.

“Mamallapuram has this
greater importance. For India, it
is like China’s Great Wall,” he
said.

S Swaminathan, retired IIT
professor and an authority on
the history of Mamallapuram,
who was authored a book on
the architectural and sculptural
achievements of the Pallavas,
said Mamallapuram was the
crucial port that established the
first cultural relations of India
with Southeast Asia and China.

“After Pallavas came to
Tamil Nadu in 4th century AD,
they made Kancheepuram the
capital. When they switched
their official language from
Sanskrit to Tamil, they had to
find a new script, Pallava
Grantha, as writing Sanskrit in
Tamil was impossible. Later,
Grantha would emerge as the
mother script of all Southeast
Asian countries except Chinese,
Korean and Japanese languages.
Even though Grantha had noin-
fluence on Chinese scripts, ar-
chitecture of Pallavas influ-
enced everyone including
Chinese, Pallavas also had trade
relations with the Chinese. An
India-China summit in
Mamallapuram has greater sig-
nificance,” Swaminathan said.

COMMITTEE SUBMITS REPORT ON LONG-DELAYED PROJECT

Madhya Pradesh set to get its seventh tiger reserve

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 3

RECENTLY DECLARED the Tiger
State of India, Madhya Pradesh
is inching closer to getting its
seventh tiger reserve — the
Ratapani Tiger Reserve.

A committee set up by the
state government to finalise con-
tours of the core and buffer ar-
eas of the proposed reserve, to
be carved out of the Ratapani
wildlife sanctuary, has submit-
ted its report. The proposed re-
serve has been hanging fire for
more than a decade.

Of the 823.065 sq km area of
the existing sanctuary, 763.812
sq km has been redrawn as the
core and the remaining 59.253

sq km will be the buffer area of
the proposed reserve. Out of the
29 revenue villages that were
part of the sanctuary, nine vil-
lages, spread over 26.947 sq km,
fall in the reserve’s core area.

While  residents  of
Dantkhow village have been re-
located, the process to relocate
residents of three other villages
is on. Besides the remaining five
revenue villages, residents of
three forest villages (spread over
3.070 sq km) will have to be
relocated.

Former Chief Conservator of
Forests (Bhopal), Dr S P Tiwari,
who headed the five-member
committee, told The Indian
Express that the relocation won't
be hasty and will be done at the
villagers’ convenience. Dr Tiwari,

EXPLAINED

New government’s
o tiger push

DESPITE THE NTCA giving in-principle approval more thana
decade ago, the tiger reserve did not come up amid allega-
tions that the government was not keen on it. The new gov-
ernment, however, is pushing for it. The latest committee
submitted its report within days. Once the reserve gets the fi-
nal nod, it will boost tourism and bring Central funds. Located
closer to Bhopal, is is expected to bring in more tourists.

who submitted the report be-
fore he retired on Monday, said
about 40 tigers live in the areas
falling in the proposed reserve
and it will be one of the bigger
reserves in the state.

The sanctuary is spread over
Raisen and Sehore districts, but
the tiger reserve will also include
some part of the Bhopal forest
division. The five-member com-
mittee, which had DFOs of
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CHHATTISGARH WAR OF WORDS CONTINUES

Gandhi spoke of
non-violence,
Savarkar believed in
violence: Baghel

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 3

THE WAR of words between the
Congress and the BJP over
Mahatma Gandhi’s legacy con-
tinued on the second day of the
special session of Chhattisgarh
Assembly to mark his 150th
birth anniversary.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel launched an attack, say-
ing that Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar may be “veer” for the
BJP, but for the Congress, even
the moniker “veer” belonged to
Gandhi. This comes a day after
Baghel said the BJP supported a
violent ideology and Congress
leaders raised slogans of
“Nathuram Godse murdabad” in
the House.

Baghel said in his address to
the House, “Gandhi spoke of
non-violence while Savarkar be-
lieved in violence. It is clear that
Gandhi did not fear death, but
Savarkar was not averse to at-
tacking someone behind their
back. Gandhi is veer for us, while
Savarkar is veer for you.”

Baghel said it was well-es-
tablished the Godse was a
“Savarkar follower” who
hatched a conspiracy to kill
Gandhi. “Nathuram Godse was
not a mentally unstable man but
represented an ideology. He was
trained by an ideology to kill
Gandhi,” he said.

The BJP strongly protested
against the remarks and de-
manded that they be expunged.
The BJP legislators also staged a
protest next to a Gandhi statue
in the House lawns.

Baghel said that there was a
“serious nationalism” and com-

Bhupesh Baghel

passion in Buddha and leaders
like Gandhi, Ambedkar and
Jawaharlal Nehru that had space
for dissent. “However, in the
other nationalism that is alive to-
day, there is no respect for life.
These people know only the lan-
guage of violence and if you dis-
agree, you will be crushed. This
nationalism has it roots in
Germany and from Mussoliniin
Italy,” Baghel said, referring to
Adolf Hitler in Germany and
Benito Mussolini in Italy.

Leader of Opposition in
Assembly Dharamlal Kaushik
said, “The Congress got power in
the name of Gandhiji, but they
were the first to ignore his prin-
ciples. They imposed the
Emergency in 1975 and were re-
sponsible for the anti-Sikh riots.
“We are proud nationalists and
believe in the Constitution and
Gandhi. But those who oppose
us destroyed Gandhi’s ideals in
their 60-year rule,” Kaushik said.

Later in the day, the Congress
protested after former minister
Ajay Chandrakar suffixed
Godse’s name with “ji” while
speaking of him. Under fire,
Chandrakar said it was in his na-
ture to treat the deceased with
respect.

SC reserves order on
petition challenging
changes to SC/ST Act

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday reserved its judgment
on a petition challenging
amendments to the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, with a three-judge bench
observing that it “didn’t want to
dilute” the provisions.

The Centre had brought
changes in the Act last year to
nullify the top court’s March
20,2018 order which forbid au-
tomatic arrests in cases under
the Act and prescribed prior
sanction for the arrest of pub-
lic servants and private persons
and also ruled that a prelimi-
nary enquiry to verify the
charges in the complaint be
held before an FIR is registered.

A bench headed by Justice
Arun Mishra also said it had al-
ready clarified that a
Constitution bench had ruled
in the past that anticipatory
bail could be granted in such
cases if courts came to the con-
clusion that no prima facie case

Sehore, Raisen and Bhopal as its
members and DFO
Obaidullaganj as member-sec-
retary, was set up on September
19 to study dispersal of tigers
from core and buffer areas of the
proposed reserve and the needs
related to employment and so-
cial and cultural development of
the local communities.

Forest Secretary HS Mohanta
said the government has just re-
ceived the report and will study
it. “The government has its own
constraints and considerations,
like costs involved. It is not nec-
essary that the government will
automatically accept every rec-
ommendation. If needed, the
government can suggest some
changes,” he said.

He added that after the state

was made out.

On October 1, another
bench headed by Justice Mishra
had recalled the March 20 or-
der, especially the directions for
prior sanction for arrest and
mandating a preliminary
enquiry.

On Thursday, a counsel in
the case told the bench that
High Courts have been enter-
taining petitions seeking
quashing of FIRs under the Act.

To this the bench said, “We
cannot curtail rights under
Article 21 (protection of life and
personal liberty)” and that “in-
dividual cases have to be dealt
with separately”.

The court also said it will
clarify the aspect of anticipa-
tory bail in its judgment.

In January this year, the
apex court had refused to stay
the 2018 amendments, which
restored the provision that no
anticipatory bail be granted to
the accused in offence lodged
under this law.

The amendments were
challenged in the SC with the
petitioners contending that
these were ultra vires.

government, the recommenda-
tion will go to the state’s wildlife
board.

Wildlife activist Ajay Dubey
said the government will have to
implement the report soon. He
said the National Tiger
Conservation Authority had long
given its in-principle approval,
but the matter was delayed. He
alleged that the stone crusher
mafia and people who benefited
from illegal felling of teak trees
from the sanctuary had stalled
the project because the tiger re-
serve will bring in more protec-
tion measures and security. He
said the state government will
get more funds from the Centre
and the local communities will
get jobs with the arrival of
tourists.
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7 High Courts
to get new
Chief Justices

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE CENTRE on Thursday
cleared the appointment of Chief
Justices to seven High Courts.

Justice Ravi Shankar Jha, act-
ing chief justice of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court, has been el-
evated as Chief Justice of the
Punjab and Haryana High Court;
Justice LN Swamy of the Karnat-
akaHigh Court has been elevated
as (] of Himachal Pradesh High
Court; Justice Indrajt Mahanty of
Bombay High Court has been ap-
pointed C] in Rajasthan; and
Justice A Mani Kumar of Madras
High Court has been elevated as
(] of Kerala High Court.

The appointments come in

With Shah, BJP kicks off Durga Puja blitz

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 3

TAKING ON the Trinamool
Congress at its own game again,
the BJP has joined the battle with
it over Durga Puja — with party
president Amit Shah sounding
the bugle by flying down to inau-
gurate a pandal on October 1.

Unlike the Left Front which
long-ruled the state, the
Trinamool has actively associated
itself with Durga Puja since it
came to power in 2011. Its senior
leaders helm most of the big
Durga Puja committees in
Kolkata, while many smaller ones
are aligned with the ruling party
and showcase its schemes.

After Shah, state BJP leaders
like Dilip Ghosh, Rahul Sinha and
SayantanBasuinaugurated a host
of Durga Pujas in Kolkata and

the backdrop of Justices VRama-
subramanian, Krishna Murari, S
Ravindra Bhat and Hrishikesh Roy
being elevated to Supreme Court.
The other three elevations are
those of Justice Ajai Lamba of the
Allahabad High Court, who has
been appointed as C] of the Gauh-
ati High Court; Justice ] K IMahesh-
wari, a judge of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court, is now (] of
the Andhra Pradesh High Court;
and Justice AK Goswami, ajudge
in Gauhati High Court, who is
now (] of Sikkim High Court.

PROTEST AT JNU

No violence in Kashmir
since Aug 5: MoS Jitendra

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

UNION MINISTER Jitendra Singh
on Thursday said there has not

beenasingle incident
of violence in
Kashmir since August
5,and notasingle day
of curfew has been
imposed since then.
Singh praised
Amit Shah and said
he was the “most
soft-hearted” home

minister for making

various facilities

available to political

leaders under house

PANKI THERMAL  arrestinthestate.

POWER  STATION, >insh who had

> cometodeliveratalk

PANKI, KANPUR, ‘Abrogation of
UTTAR PRADESH
RAJYAVIDYUT UTPADAN
NIGAM LTD. TENDER
NOTICE, Sealed and

Separate Tenders are hereby
invited containing requisite
Tender Cost, Earnest Money
through NEFT/ RTGS (Re-
fundable) in the CBI Account
no 1439501795 (IFSC-
CBIN0280983, MICR-
208016020) in Name of Dy.
CAO, CFA & BO, PTPS,
Panki, Kanpur and Tendered
will have to provide the
signed copy of UTR Number,
Name of Account and photo
copy of Pay in Slip along with
relevant required Tender
documents as per Pre-
qualifying Condition and
other commercial terms &
conditions. Details of Tender
Notice as well as Tender
Specifications, Corrigendum
may be seen on our Web
Site: www.uprvunl.org/ e-
tender portal www.etender.
up.nic.in 1. E-Tender-
11/PTPS / O&MC-II/ EDD /
2019-20, Routine
maintenance of electrical
distribution system & lighting
system inside plant of 2X105
MWPTPS and various
electrical systems associated
to STP, ETP, EWRS of PTPS
along with operation and
preventive maintenance of
11 KV Switchgear panel of
33/11 KV inside plant.
Estimated Cost:
6,29,736.00 Tender Fee:
826.00 Earnest Money:
12,600.00 OPENING DATE
OF E-TENDER: 11.10.2019,
2. E-Tender - 05/PTPS/ CSD

/O&M/ 2019, Complete
valuation of Main Plant
(BTG), complete BOP
(balance of plant) and

balanced spares of 2X105
MW deleted unit No. 3 & 4
inside the plant premises. It

includes all installed/
uninstalled systems, sub-
systems, machineries,

equipment, auxiliaries etc. of
2X105 MW deleted units 3 &

4. Estimated Cost:
1,43,750.00 Tender Fee:
236.00 Earnest Money:

14,500.00 OPENING DATE
OF E-TENDER: 08.11.2019,
Sd/- EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER Web  Site
www.uprvunl.org “SAVE
ELECTRICITY FOR THE
NATION” <. 11/dediTa/s. s/
1.4t €1, /A=A feAi 03.10.19

Amit Shah inaugurated a puja pandal in Kolkata on October 1.

nearby districts. The party is plan-
ning to bring out Durga Puja pro-
cessions, has set up around 3,000
book stalls and over a hundred
medical camps outside Puja pan-
dals, will organise Sindur Khela
programmes on Bijaya Dashami,
the party’s Mahila Morcha is
sending greeting cards to house-

Article 370: Peace, Stability and
Development in Jammu, Kash-
mir and Ladakh’ at JNU, was met
with sloganeering from Left stu-
dents. There were clashes bet-
ween these students and ABVP
outside the venue. The ABVP al-
leged that “communists and
BAPSA” raised slogans “against
India”. “These groups tried to en-
ter the premises of the venue...,”
said the ABVP. A student who
was protesting Singh’s speech
said, “We are here to protest the
decision of Union government.”

JNU Students’ Union, which
was not present at the protest,
condemned the speech saying,
“Rather than lifting the blockade
and letting the truth about J&K
known, the government has em-
ployed lackeys like Jitendra Singh
to spread lies and propaganda

y”

about ‘peace and stability’.

holds based on the Puja theme,
while its slogans, running on ra-
dio and television channels, are
playing on the theme that the lo-
tus flower is a must for Durga Puja,
coining the slogan ‘Padma chara
Durga Puja hoy na (Durga Puja is
incomplete without the lotus).
State BJP general secretary

Pratap Banerjee said, “Our out-
reach programme will begin from
Mahalaya and continue till Bijaya
Dashami.”

While the Left parties would
stay away from Durga Puja, except
putting up stalls near pandals sell-
ing books with a Communist
theme, the Trinamool has worked
towards establishing its grip on
DurgaPujain the state. Since 2016,
the Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment has held a carnival showcas-
ing over top 50 pandals.

Lastyear, itannounced grants
for Durga Puja committees and
hiked the amount this year for
those pandals organised by
women. The government hasalso
given 25 per cent concession on
electricity bills for Puja commit-
tees and exempted them from
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
tax. Called to inaugurate Pujas,
Banerjee has inaugurated over 60

so far, starting September 27.

Accusing the BJP of trying to
“buy Puja with money”,
Trinamool leader and Urban
Development Minister Firhad
Hakim said, “One cannot capture
Durga Puja... Amit Shah can come
here as a guest and we will make
arrangements accordingly. But
never have I seen a Central minis-
ter coming to Kolkata to inaugu-
rate a pandal.”

BJP national secretary Rahul
Sinha said the Trinamool’s attack
was a sign of its nervousness. “...
They haverealiseditisnolongera
monopoly of their party.”

BJP chief Ghosh said it was the
Trinamool that used Durga Puja
for gains. “We do not want to
compete with anyone. Our inten-
tionis tobe with the people in this
festive season. Several Puja com-
mittees have invited us and we
have honoured their requests.”

Amid resignation threat, BSY
puts off call to bifurcate Ballari

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 3

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister BS
Yediyurappa has put off a deci-
sion todivide the state’siron ore-
rich district of Ballari into two
halves following apprehensions
of a rebellion by a section of
Ballari MLAs who see the move
as a political threat to them.

The decision to split Ballari
district, which was scheduled to
be taken up in a Cabinet meeting
on Thursday, was put off by
Yediyurappa till the completion
of a crucial by-election to 17 as-
sembly seats in the state in
December, including Hospet
constituency in Ballari.

This followed a meeting
Yediyurappa held with the elec-
ted representatives from Ballari
on Wednesday, including the

BJP’s Reddy brothers’
camp, who are oppos-
ed to the bifurcation,
and Anand Singh, the
disqualified Congress

B S Yediyurappa

MLA from Hospet, who is now
associated with the BJP and
wants the division.

Ahead of the meeting, one of
the members of the Reddy
brothers’ camp — G Soma-
shekhar Reddy — had warned of
resignations of four MLAS, which
could threaten the fragile major-
ity the ruling BJP enjoys in the
Karnataka Assembly.

The proposal for division of
Ballari had been made by Anand
Singh and others on the grounds
that the current district head-
quarters — Ballari city — is inac-
cessible to people from the far

corners of the district. In
September, Yediyurappa had
shown inclination to support the
bifurcation of Ballari and directed
the Chief Secretary to place are-
portat the next cabinet meeting,

It is necessary to create the
new district since parts of the dis-
trictare over 200 km from Ballari
city, the current district head-
quarters, causing inconvenience
to people, Yediyurappa had
stated in his communication to
the Chief Secretary.

A bandh was called by the
Reddy brothers campin Ballarion
Monday to oppose the move,
whichiswidely seen as being dic-
tated by political motives to side-
line state Health Minister
B Sreeramulu and Deputy CM
Laxman Savadi, who is the minis-
terin charge of the Ballari district
in the state government. “What
would happen to the govern-
ment if four BJP MLAs were tore-
signover thisissue? The CIM must
give a hearing to all the MLAs of
Ballari,” BJP MLA Somashekhar
Reddy had said last week.
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Chidambaram’s
judicial custody
extended till Oct 17

Court allows him food from home

ANAND MOHAN J
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 3

A DELHI court extended till
October 17 the judicial custody
of senior Congress leader and
former Union minister P
Chidambaram in the INX Media
case. However, it accepted his re-
quest for home cooked food
once a day.

Chidambaram had moved an
application on October 1 before
Special Judge Ajay Kumar Kuhar
seeking permission for home
cooked food. The court had is-
sued notice to the CBI and Tihar
jail authorities.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who appeared for the
CB]J, told the court that he had
“no objection to Chidambaram’s
application” and would rather
give his consent for the same.

However, the jail superinten-
dent submitted that serving
Chidambaram home cooked
food would be tantamount to
discrimination against other
prisoners. The superintendent,
Central Jail no 7, quoted rule 619
and 635 of Delhi Prison Rules
which prohibit outside food. The
Tihar jail authorities also submit-
ted that an inmate is allowed to
meet visitors only twice a week,
and if the applicant is allowed
home food at least once a day, it
would require daily contact with
the prisoner.

Chidambaram was repre-
sented by senior counsel Kapil
Sibal, Abhishek Singhvi and
Dayan Krishnan. They submitted
that Chidambaram had an in-
flammation in the digestive tract,
and had noticeable weight loss.

The judge perused the re-
ported submitted by the Central
jail superintendent, which
showed that Chidambaram
weighed 69.5 kg compared to 72
kg earlier. The report also

SC to hear bail
plea on Friday

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt will on Friday hear a plea
by former finance minister P
Chidambaram seeking bail in
the INX Media case. Chida-
mbaram moved the top court
on Thursday contending that
his continuing incarceration
is in the “form of punish-
ment”, and that liberty of an
individual cannot be denied
on the basis of “anonymous
and unverified allegations”.
The bail plea has been listed
before a bench of Justices R
Banumathi and Hrishikesh
Roy. Stating that “bail is the
rule, jail is the exception”,
Chidambaram said courts
should frown on the attempt
of the prosecution to use judi-
cial custody as “akind of pre-
trial punishment”. ENS

showed that Chidambaram was
clinically stable, his vitals were
within normal limits and he has
been prescribed medication. The
jail authorities submitted that
they paid attention to required
nutrients ina person’s daily diet.

“From the medical record
shown by the applicant, itis ap-
parent that the applicant is suf-
fering from multiple ailments.
He is 74 years of age... In these
circumstances, it may be con-
ducive to his health condition
that he is provided home cooked
food once aday...,” Special Judge
Kuhar said in his order.

The court said this order shall
not be taken as a precedent.

Italso directed the SP of Tihar
jail to take care of
Chidambaram’s safety and en-
sure the food from home is
checked and supplied to him.

Protests, assault at Ranchi BJP HQ
over induction of murder accused

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,OCTOBER 3

THERE WAS a ruckus at the
Jharkhand BJP headquarters
in Ranchi on Thursday when
supporters of former JMM
leader Sashi Bhushan Mehta,
who was being felicitated af-
ter he joined the BJP,assaulted
three people, including a
woman, protesting against
Mehta’s induction.

Mehta, a Palamu-based
politician, owns schools in
Ranchi and is an accused in
the murder of Suchitra
Mishra, a warden in one of
Mehta’s schools in 2012.

Mishra’s two sons and a
woman relative were protest-
ing on Thursday with a plac-
ard thatread, “Suchitra Mishra
ka hatyara Sashi Bhushan

Mehta”. Mishra’s sons then
climbed on the dais where
Mehta was seated with top
state BJP leaders, including
state party chief Laxman
Giluwa, and started shouting
slogans.

A video of the incident
purportedly showed Mishra’s
son Abhishek being pushed
off the dais. Mehta’s support-
ers were also seen hitting
Abhishek, his brother and
their woman relative.
Abhishek was seen retaliating
in the video.

A complaint was regis-
tered in this regard at Arghora
police station. Asked if any ac-
tion had been taken, SSP,
Ranchi, Anish Gupta said,
“The DSPvisited the BJP office.
[ have to check with him.”
Gupta did not respond to re-
peated calls later.

Suchitra Mishra’s son
Abhishek told The Indian Exp-
ress that he is a BJP member
and his whole family suppo-
rts the party. However, he
said, “BJP’s slogan ‘Sabka Saa-
th, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vish-
waash’ has changed to ‘gun-
dai ke saath, bhrastachaar ka
vikaas'. We were protesting as
Mehta is an accused in my
mother’s murder. Asa memb-
er, ] expected the party would
revoke his membership.”

State BJP vice-president
Aditya Sahu said, “It was very
unruly of the family to come
on stage and protest.”

Jharkhand BJP spokesper-
son Pradeep Sinha said, “The
family  protested on
Wednesday too, and their be-
haviour was not appropriate.
But manhandling them was
wrong.”

Court rejects Deepak
Talwar’s bail plea

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 3

ADELHI court Thursday dis-
missed the bail plea of corp-
orate lobbyist Deepak Talw-
ar in a corruption case
related to negotiations alleg-
edly favouring foreign pri-
vate airlines and causingloss

to state-owned Air India.

Special Judge Anil

Kumar Sisodia dismissed the
application filed by Talwar
seeking “default bail”, claim-
ing that the cognizance of the
chargesheet was not taken
within 60 days as prescribed
under the law. The applica-
tion also said that the accused
had deep rootsin society, had
a permanent address and that
he is not a flight risk.

“The applicant is not in a
position even otherwise to
tamper with the evidence or
influence any witness and he
is willing to abide by all the
orders and directions passed
by the court and is ready to
furnish the bailbond,” the ap-
plication said.

The CBI opposed the ap-
plication saying the charges-
heet was filed within stipu-
lated time against the
accused, i.e., the 60th day.

The accused was evading
arrest and remained outside
India during 2017-18 and “if
heis enlarged on bail, he may
flee or may influence the wit-
nesses and tamper with the
evidence”, the agency said,
praying for dismissal of the
application.

Dismissing the applica-
tion, the judge said, “The
chargesheet in the case was
filed by the CBI on 60th day it-
self i.e. on September 23,
2019.”
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Allow us to meet Abdullahs,
release leaders: NC to Governor

N.E.

W.S.

NORTH
Gang Of exam impersonators

busted in UP, five arrested

Muzaffarnagar: Aninter-state
gang of impersonators who
used to appear for the Uttar
Pradesh SSSC examinations
was busted with the arrest of
five people, police claimed
here on Thursday. According
to SP (City) Satpal Ankit, act-
ing on a tip-off, they arrested
five men belonging to the
gang who had been involved

in the racket for several years.
Police said they recovered Rs 1
lakh in cash, admit cards and
other documents from them.
The gang charged Rs 8 lakh to
101akh from students for tak-
ing the examinations. It came
to light when one of the ac-
cused appeared for the exam
as one Rishabh and his iden-
tity did not match. PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind presents Vayoshreshtha
Samman awards to senior citizens and institutions on
the occasion of International Day of Older Persons at
an event in New Delhi on Thursday. P11

EAST
Trade unions call for strikein

Darjeeling tea estateson Oct 4

Kolkata: Seven trade unions
of about 87 tea estates of
Darjeeling in West Bengal
have called for a 12-hour
strike on Friday after talks be-
tween leaders of unions and
the managements of gardens
over the issue of bonuses
failed. The unions have given
a“bandh call” from6amto6
pm on October 4, a trade

union leader said. Darjeeling
Indian Tea Association (DITA)
secretary Mohan Chettri said
that the unions had been de-
manding a bonus of 20 per
cent. “However, we have
offered 12 per cent,” Chettri
said. He said that there is a
meeting between both sides
on October 17 for further talks
on the matter. PTI

WEST
Lawyer, aide ‘killed’ by
relatives over land dispute

Mumbai: A 57-year-old
lawyer and his aide were al-
legedly killed by his nephew
and other family members
over a land dispute in
Maharashtra’s Ahmednagar
district, the police said on
Thursday. Sambhaji Take and
his aide Santosh Ghune (37)
were killed at Jeur Haibati vil-
lage on Wednesday after-
noon. Two others were in-

jured, a police officer said.
Take, a reputed criminal de-
fence lawyer, visited his farm
on Wednesday where he had
a heated argument over a
land dispute with his elder
brother Shivaji. Shivaji’s son
Sharad (36) and others also
got involved. Sharad al-
legedly attacked Take and the
aide with an axe and both
collapsed onthe spot.  PTI

SOUTH
NRC under consideration,

says Karnataka minister

Bengaluru: The BJP govern-
ment in Karnataka is mulling
introducing the National Regi-
ster of Citizens (NRC), Home
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said on Thursday.
“Karnataka is one of the
states where people across
the border are coming and
settling down. We are collect-
ing all the information, we

will discuss with the Union
Home Minister and then go
ahead,"” he told reporters. “I
have asked officials to study
the law. In Bengaluru and
other cities, foreigners have
come and settled. It has come
to our notice they indulge in
crime and some of them have
been arrested. We will take a
clear decision this week.” PTI

MARADU FLATS FACE DEMOLITION

Their dream homes left behind, residents look for new address

SHAJU PHILIP
MARADU,OCTOBER 3

LIFTS AT Alfa Serene, one of the
four apartment complexes in
Maradu that face demolition for
violation of Coastal Zone
Regulation (CRZ) norms, haven't
halted since Wednesday. Men
from packers and movers are go-
ing up and then returning with
furniture and other items dis-
mantled from dream homes. At
the ground floor, men and
women plonk on bundles meant
to be loaded on to trucks.

The residents of the four com-
plexes, which are facing demoli-
tion following a Supreme Court
ultimatum, have resigned them-
selves to the fact that they have to
leave the homes in which they in-
vested their hard-earned money

. The four complexes have 343
units, 190 of which housed the
flat owners till Thursday evening.

As the deadline fixed by the
state government to vacate the
flats ended on Thursday, many
residents are yet to find a new
address or shift out their belong-
ings from the high-rises. To en-
sure that they leave, the state
government has said it will snap
power and water supply at
Thursday midnight. The supply
had been snapped earlier too,
but was later restored to enable
the flat owners to pack.

Among those leaving is a 54-
year-old doctor attached to a
medical college. “I haven’t gone
to work since September 25.1tis
heart-wrenching to leave this
flat whichIbought a decade back
with a bank loan. My youngest
daughter goes to school. I have

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, OCTOBER 3

A DAY after the J&K administra-
tion lifted curbs on their move-
ments and political activity, sen-
ior leaders of the National
Conference in Jammu met at the
party headquarters here on
Thursday and urged Governor
Satya Pal Malik to let their dele-
gation meet party president
Farooq Abdullah and vice-pres-
ident Omar Abdullah who are
stillunder detention in Srinagar.
The NCleaders soughtimme-
diate release of all political lead-
ers, withdrawal of restrictions on
free movement and expression of
people, and called for “ensuring
liberty by restoring democracy”.
Meeting for the first time af-
ter being ordered indoors fol-
lowing the removal of special
status under Article 370 on
August 5, the NCleaders unani-
mously adopted a resolution ex-
pressing “concern over the situ-
ation in the wake of unfortunate
political developments during
the past two months”.
The meeting was chaired by
NC provincial president
Devender Rana, brother of BJP
leader and Minister of State in
the PMO Dr Jitendra Singh.
Saying there was “anguish over
the continued detention of senior
leaders of National Conference and
other mainstream political parties
in Kashmir, including Dr Farooq
Abdullah and Omar Abdullah”, the

Keyto
tests
ahead

BY TAKING the lead in
calling for the release of
not just its own leaders
but of all mainstream
political parties, Jammu
leaders of the National
Conference have
signalled that this

will be key to two tests
later this month —

the first Block
Development Council
elections in the state and
the birth of two Union
Territories.

NC leaders said “the party will
chalk out the future course of
action after meeting the top
leadership”.

Authorities lifted the restric-
tions on Jammu Opposition
leaders Wednesday, ahead of the
first Block Development Council
elections in the state, scheduled
for October 24.

Those present at the meeting
included former ministers, law-
makers and senior leaders Ajay
Kumar Sadhotra, Surjeet Singh
Slathia, Sajjad Ahmad Kichloo,
Rattan Lal Gupta, Mushtaq
Ahmed Shah Bukhari, Rachpal
Singh, Sheikh Bashir Ahmed, Th.
Kashmira Singh, Qazi Jalal ud
Din, Babu Rampal and Brij

Mohan Sharma.

Condemning the detention
of Farooq Abdullah under the
stringent Public Safety Act
“notwithstanding his immense
and crucial role in democratic
polity of the country and contri-
bution in steering the state to
peace, progress and develop-
ment, braving all odds”, the party
leaders sought immediate re-
lease of not just the Abdullahs
but all political leaders.

The NC leaders pledged to
“strengthen bonds of communal
harmony, unity, togetherness
and inclusive democratic polity
—along cherished agenda set for
the state by Sher-e-Kashmir
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah”
and said they would work to
“safeguard the interests of the
people of the state” so that “they
are not deprived of their rights
and privileges”.

On theissue of release of po-
litical leaders detained in
Kashmir, J&K Governor’s advisor
Farooq Khan told The Indian
Express that “the leaders are not
under life imprisonment and of
course they will be released
eventually”. “lam not giving any
timeline. The concerned agen-
cies are looking at each of these
cases and are assessing whether
these leaders can cause breach
of peace. Once the concerned
agencies are convinced that they
will not cause breach of peace,
and the situation improves, they
will be released,” he said.

WITHENSINNEW DELHI

Journalists
protest over
restrictions

Srinagar: As the lockdown and
suspension of Internet entered
its 60th day on Thursday, over
100 journalists in the Valley
staged a sit-in at the city’s
Kashmir Press Club, seeking im-
mediate and unhindered access
to communication.

Ajoint statementissued by 11
media associations in the Valley
said: “There have been no clear
answers from the government
why it has barricaded the Kashmir
journalist fraternity under a com-
munication blockade. The govern-
ment must come up with an an-
swer on how long the crackdown
on news would continue.”

Thursday’s sit-in was the first
protest by Valley journalists
since August 5 after the scrap-
ping of J&K's special status and
bifurcation of the state into two
Union territories.

Wearing black bands and
holding placards that read
‘Journalism is not a crime’,
‘Information blockade - 60 days
and counting’, the protesting
journalists demanded an imme-
diate end to the curbs.

The J&K government has set
up a Media Facilitation Centre at
a private hotel in Srinagar.
Journalists complained that their
movements and activities in the
centre were tracked. ENS

Candidates wait for a physical test during an Army recruitment rally in Srinagar on Thursday. ANI

Hundreds turn up for Army
recruitment rally in Srinagar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 3

HUNDREDS OF youths from
Jammu and Kashmir turned up
in Srinagar on Thursday to par-
ticipate in an Army recruitment
rally — the first since the scrap-
ping of special status and bifur-
cation of the state.

Army officials said it was a
Unit Headquarters Quota (UHQ)
rally meant for blood relations of
serving/retired soldiers.

“In the earlier rallies, there
used to be 1,200 people, this
time we already have more than
2,000 people participating in the
rally on the first day,” said a sen-
ior Army officer. “The first day

showed response from
youths from the Valley and
Jammu region, which is quite
encouraging.”

According to an Army state-
ment, the two-day recruitment
rally to “reach out to the youth of
Jammu and Kashmir” was or-
ganised by the Jammu and
Kashmir Light Infantry
Regimental Centre at Rangreth,
on the city’s outskirts.

“For the rally approximately
two thousand (2000) aspirants
from J&K turned up for enrolment
as Soldier General Duty,
Tradesmen and Clerk. Selected in-
dividuals who clear the physical
screening now, will now be put
through medical examination
and a common Entrance

As on Thursday, 243 owners had vacated their flats

to find a flat somewhere here to
ensure that the relocation does
not affect her schooling. I could
not find a feasible alternative
place as builders elsewhere have
started exploiting the situation
and demanding exorbitant rent.

So, I have decided to move in
with my brother, who lives with
his family at a village in
Ernakulam district,” he said.

As the movers unscrewed
kitchen cabinets, doors, window
panes, bulbs and even switch

Examination and finally a merit
(list) will be drawn as per vacan-
cies to shortlist the candidates
who will join the centre for recruit
training,” the statement said.

“The rally was a huge success
in terms of the enthusiasm and
willingness seen among the can-
didates, who turned up in large
numbers from all parts of the
Kashmir valley. The aspirants
displayed true grit and determi-
nation to prove their mettle for
securing a chance to serve the
nation,” it added.

“Since childhood I wanted to
join the Army. I am hopeful that
[ will clear all my tests,” said a
youth from South Kashmir’s
Kulgam district, who attended
the rally.

boards, the women were seen
packing appliances and clothes.
Choked by emotion, many of
them could not speak.

A flat owner who has re-
turned from the Gulf said, “I
bought this house because my
parents are buried in this city.
Everyone is now saying we had a
nexus with the builders who
constructed the flats in violation
of CRZnorms. Thisis a clear case
of miscarriage of justice.”

Bijoy P, another resident, said
everyone had abandoned them.
“The government, the politicians
and the judiciary jettisoned us.
We have to now pay loans on
these soon-to-be-demolished
flats and also pay rent for the
premises we move into. Many of
us work with private firms and
cannot keep away from work for
long. We have to start a new life

Pak army targets
civilian areas

Jammu: Pakistan army contin-
ued ceasefire violation by resort-
ing to heavy mortar shelling and
heavy firing targeting civilian ar-
eas along the Indo-Pak border in
Rajouri, Poonch and Kathua dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

Pakistan army resorted to
heavy weaponry firing and mor-
tar shelling targeting dozens of vil-
lages and forward posts along the
Line of Control (LoC) in Shahpur
and Gotriya areas on Wednesday
night which continued till
Thursday morning, they said.

The shelling caused damage
to a shop while a cowshed was
gutted, the officials said.
However, no one was injured,
they added.

People held anti-Pakistan
protests. PTI

at the earliest,” he said.

Sava Maradu Homes Samithi
chairman Shamsudeen
Karunagappally said the govern-
ment should have given the flat
owners more time to move out.
“Thisis ablatant violation of hu-
man rights. There is nobody to
help us,” he said.

Although political parties
had taken a stand that they
would protect the interest of the
flat owners, not a single political
leader turned up at any of the
four complexes on Thursday.
Their flags, however, fluttered on
the gates to the premises.

As on Thursday night, 243
owners had vacated their flats
and the others were in the
process of vacating, said govern-
ment sources. They have allbeen
asked to vacate by midnight,
added the sources.
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(From left) MoS Jitendra Singh, Railway Minister Piyush Goyal,
Home Minister Amit Shah and Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
flag off the Vande Bharat Express in Delhi Thursday. Amit Mehra

Journey of J&K’s
development begins
with Vande Bharat
Express, says Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday flagged off the
Vande Bharat Express from Delhi
to Katra and said the train was
the beginning of development of
the “new” Jammu and Kashmir.

“I believe that not only was
Article 370 a roadblock for the
unity of this country, but it was
also the biggest roadblock for the
development of Kashmir. [ am
sure that after the removal of this
Article, we will be successful in
completely eradicating terror-
ism and the ideas promoting ter-
rorismin the area,” Shah said.

“In the next 10 years, Jammu
and Kashmir will be one of the
most developed regions of the
country and the journey of de-
velopment has begun with
Vande Bharat Express which is
set to boost development and
promote religious tourism,” he
said at the flag-off function.

Shah, who was accompanied
by Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal, Union ministers Jitendra
Singh and Harsh Vardhan,
flagged off the train from New
Delhi railway station.

Speaking on the occasion,
Goyal said Jammu and Kashmir
will be connected through rail
link to the rest of the country by

August 15, 2022. Work on the
missing link in the Kashmir proj-
ect — the Katra to Banihal section
including a bridge over the river
Chenab —isunderway and is ex-
pected to be complete by then,
he said.

“The abrogation of Article
370 has connected the people of
this country to Jammu and
Kashmir and I believe that this
train will become the symbol of
the development and progress
that this region will see in the
years to come,” Goyal said.

Jitendra Singh, Union
Minister of State in the PMO, said
that with the abrogation of pro-
visions of Article 370, “the Vande
Bharat Express will bring new
India to new Jammu and
Kashmir”.

Singh said the government’s
decision on Article 370 was a gift
for the people of the region after
“three decades of struggle” and
the launch of the train was an-
other present which would con-
tribute towards building a “new
Jammu and Kashmir”.

The New Delhi-Katra Vande
Bharat Express, also called Train
18, will depart from the New
Delhi Railway Station at 6 am to
reach Katraat 2 pm. It will haltat
Ambala Cantt, Ludhiana and
Jammu Tawi for two minutes
each. It willrun onall days of the
week except Tuesday.

Detention of ‘minor’
revoked: J&K to HC

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

AWEEK after Jammu & Kashmir
High Court sought the state gov-
ernment’s reply on a plea chal-
lenging a detention under Public
Safety Act (PSA) and claiming
that the detainee is a minor, au-
thorities have replied that the
home department has “revoked”
the detention order and directed
the police to “hand over” the de-
tainee to the family.

The Indian Express on
September 26 reported that a
bench of Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
hearing the habeas corpus peti-
tion, had ordered the govern-
ment to file a counter affidavitin
a PSA case where relatives have
produced a school report card to
claim that the detainee is 16
years old. The government had
been asked to file a reply before
October 1.

The government has now
filed the reply before a bench of
Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey
and informed that the detention
order under PSA has been re-
voked and police has been di-
rected to release the detainee. “In
view of the aforesaid position,
nothing survives for further ad-
judication in this Habeas Corpus
petition, as a sequel thereto, the
same shall stand closed as set-
tled,” Justice Magrey said.

“...Senior Additional
Advocate General, at the very

outset, has produced a photo-
copy of Government order
..dated 20th of September, 2019
issued by the Principal Secretary
to  Government, Home
Department, in terms whereof,
the Government has revoked the
detention order bearing...dated
8th of August, 2019, subject mat-
ter of the instant contempt peti-
tion, with a direction to the
Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP), Anantnag, to ensure that
the subject is got released/
shifted back and, subsequently,
handed over to his family,” the
order stated.

During the hearing, the de-
tainee’s uncle claimed before the
single judge that despite revoca-
tion of the detention order, the de-
tainee has not been handed over
to his family. The court has now
directed SSP, Anantnag, “to ensure
that the detenue is got released/
shifted back and, subsequently,
handed over to his family”.

The Indian Express had earlier
reported that relatives of two de-
tainees in the Valley have moved
the Jammu and Kashmir High
Court, saying they are minors —
one 16 and the other 14 — and
the court has ordered a probe in
one and asked the government
toreply in another.

In the other petition, the
Srinagar wing of the high court
has ordered an inquiry has asked
the registrar to complete the
probe within 10 days and ascer-
tain the age of the detainee.

Indrani, Peter granted divorce

Mumbai: Afamily courtin Bandra
on Thursday granted divorce to
Peter Mukerjea and his estranged
wife Indrani, who have been be-
hind bars since 2015 for the al-
leged murder of latter’s daughter
from previous marriage, Sheena
Bora. The divorce was granted to
the co-founders of INX Media by
mutual consent, bringing their 17
years of marriage to an end.

On Thursday, Indrani was
brought from Byculla women's
prison, where she is lodged and

Peter was brought from Arthur
Roadjail, before the family court.
The two through their lawyers,
Edith Dey and Sushmita Nair, had
worked out the consent terms for
nearly a year after court hearings
inthe alleged murder trial before
the sessions court.

The terms agreed upon by
the two included financial set-
tlement between them, division
of theirimmovable properties as
well as their personal articles.

ENS



12 CLASSIFIEDS ¢ TENDERS

PERSONAL

I, Abhay Pratap Singh R/o-
Village-Badan Pur, Po.-Kanka
Pur,Teshil-Amrit Pur, Distt.-
Farrukhavad,U.P.-209625,inform
thatin my servicerecord my
son's name wrongly written as
Shri Arab Pratap Singh instead of
Arab Pratap Singh both are same
person. 0040514676-8

I, Amrit Pal Singh S/o Rajinder
SinghR/0 WZ-91A, FirstFloor,
Street N0.19A, Dashmesh
Hospital, Shiv Nagar, Jail Road,
JanakpuriB-1, Delhi-58 have
changed to my name Amrit Pal
Singh Arora for all Purposes.
0040514676-1

I,Praveen S/0.Sh. Bhagat Singh
Negi R/0-H-142, Sector-22,Noida
(G.B.Nagar), have changed my
name Praveen to Praveen Negi
for all purpose in future.Both
namearesame. 0040514869-2

I,Mukesh Khatri S/O Nafe Singh
R/0-1862/6,Pana-Mamurpur,
Narela, Delhi-110040. Have
Changed My Name To Mukesh
Kumar Khatri. 0040514852-7

I,Jashwanti Devi W/O-Late Trived
Prakash SharmaR/0-H.No.J-
130,Bhagat Singh Park,Siras Pur
Samai Pur,Delhi-42,have
Changed to my name Yashvanti
Devifor,all Purposes.

0040514869-1

I,Jai Parkash S/o Ram Avtar
R/0:VPO-Dubal Dhan (Kirman),
Teh-BERI, Distt-Jhajjar,
Haryana-124202, inform that my
wife name wrongly writtenin
my minor son (Anirudh) school
record as Sunita. But her actual
name is Sunita Devi for all
purpose. 0040514846-1

I, hitherto known as TEK CHAND
alias TEK CHAND SHAMI S/o Sh.
RAM PHAL SINGH, employed as
Vice Principal, Govt. Boys Sec.
School, Kondli Gharauli, Delhi-
110096 residing at 403A/7,
Block-E, West Vinod Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as TEK
CHAND SHAMI. 0040514815-1

I, Vishesh Kumar S/o Sh.OM
Parkash Khanna R/0-384/A
Shastri-Nagar Lawrence Road
Amritsar-1,G.P.O Amritsar
Punjab-143001,changed my
name to Vishesh Khanna.

0040514852-6

I, Vijay S/O0 Samar Mandal R/O-
H.No-484,Bangal-Suiting, Amar-
Nagar, Sec-31, Faridabad-
121003,Have Changed My Name
To Vijay Baishak permanently.

0040514852-1

I, Varun Singh S/o Pratap Singh
R/0 B-23/1, Harijan Basti Kondli
East Delhi-96,Have Changed my
name Varun Kumar to Varun
Singh For all Future purposes.

0040514872-1

I, Vaibhav Vasudev S/O Prem
Vasudev R/0-12D, Janta-Flats,
Ashok Vihar Phase-3, Delhi-
110052. Changed My Nameto
Vaibhav Vasudeva.

0040514875-5

I, VIJAY KUMAR SHARMA S/0
Gurmukh SharmaR/o C-42,
Jangpura Extn., New Delhi-
110014 have changed my name
to VIJAY SHARMA 0040514819-1

I, Tenzin Choedon LhewaD/o
Chonden Namgyal, R/o Block-
80, Group-6, Tibetan Colony,
P.O.Kulhan, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand have changed my
name to Tenzin Choedon, also
inform that my father and
mother name wrongly written
in my Identity Certificate as
Chonden Namgyal Lhewa and
Kalden ChoenyiLhewa instead
of Chonden Namgyal and
Kalden Chonyirespectively.

0040514818-1

I, Swati D/O-Ram Kishor, R/0O-
677a/7b, First-Floor,
Govindpuri, Kalkaji, South-
Delhi, Delhi 110019, Changed My
Name To Swati Verma.

0040514880-6

I, Suraj Kumar Jha S/0 Sunil Jha
R/0-F-46/2,Third-Floor, Near
Durga-Mandir, Pandav-Nagar,
Patparganj, N.Delhi-
110091.changed my nameto
Suraj Jha. 0040514880-5

I, Shayna Kaleem W/0O-
Mohammad Kaleem R/0-A-46/3
Street. No-3 Bhagirathi-Vihar,
New-Mustafabad, Delhi-110094.
Have Changed My Name To
Shayna Parveen. 0040514852-10

I, Sunita Rani W/o Deepak Kumar
R/0-1900/141 Ganesh Pura Tri
Nagar Delhi-110035 changed my
nametoSunita. 0040514858-6

I, Sarita Maharolia,D/o-Inder Jeet
Maharolia, Mother Sunita
Maharolia, R/0-H.No. 3755,
Daribapan,P.Ganj, N.Delhi-
110055, have changed my name
Sarita Jeet D/o-Inderjeet,
Mother-Sunita. 0040514880-3

I, Sakeela Bano Ansari D/o
Fakrudin Ansari and W/o
Gulshan AnsariR/077C/219,
Gali No-4, Mukesh Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as SakeelaBanoin my
SBIBank Account. The actual
name of mine is Sakeela Bano
Ansari 0070677110-1

I, Nazema Naweed W/o0 Naweed
AshrafR/0229-A, Gali No.5,
Zakir Nagar, JamiaNagar,
Okhla, Delhi-110025 have
changed my name from Nazma
Begum to Nazema Naweed for
all future purposes.

0040514842-2

I, Matur Malakajappa Virappa
S/0 Shri Virappa Matur R/O
1083, Venezia Tower, Mahagun
Moderne, Sector-78, Noida
201301 U.P have changed my
name from Matur Mallikarjun
Virappato Matur Malakajappa
Virappafor all future purpose.
0040514739-4

I, Sachin Kumar Singhal S/O
Radhey Lal R/0-G-1/35, II-Floor,
Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi-110085.
Have Changed My Name To
SachinSinghal. 0040514875-4

I, SUDHISH CHANDRA GARG S/0
Rajeshwar Dayal GargR/0112,
Pocket-A4, DDA Flats, Kalkaji
Extension,New Delhi-110019
have changed my name to
SUDHISH CHANDER GARG for
all future purposes.

0040514835-1

I, Riva Gohri D/O, Vipin Gohari
R/0 House No. 1-f-8, Dadabari,
Kota, Rajasthan 324009, have
changed my name to Riya
Goharifor all purposes.

0040514847-1

I, Ravindra Kumar Rana S/o Late
Sh. Prashadi Lal R/0220/1
Railway Colony, Kishan Ganj,
Delhi-110007,have changed my
name from Ravindra Kumar to
Ravindra Kumar Ranafor all
future purposes. 0040514838-1

I, Rasvinder Singh S/0 S Surjit
Singh R/033/13, Ashok Nagar,
Delhi-110018, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Sarvnoor Kaur aged 3 years to
Ravleen Kaur 0070677102-1

I, Ram Prasad S/O, Harihar
Prasad R/0 Rc-944, Gali No. 4,
Prakash Nagar, Khora Colony,
Ghaziabad (UP), have changed
my name to Sriram Prasad for
all purposes. 0040514848-1

I, Rajni Vats W/o Anil Sharma
R/0-R-75 Vani-Vihar Uttam
Nagar,(D.k.Mohan Garden) N.
Delhi-110059 changed my
name to Rajni. 0040514880-1

I, Rajesh Gupta S/0 Gajraj Singh
R/0 031 White House Apptt.
Sec-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my nameto
Gaurav Yadav 0040514821-3

I, Raghvir Chandra S/O-Kundan
Lal Gupta R/0-110a,Block-Pd,
Pitampura, Shalimar-Bagh,
Delhi-110088. Changed My
Name To Raghubir Chander.

0040514852-8

I, Raghuraj Singh S/0 Ramiji Lal
R/0-216,Rampura-Goan
Rumal-Wali Gali, Delhi-110035,
have changed my son’s name
from Montu Tyagi to Akshay
Tyagi. 0040514858-2

I, Parveen Bhardwaj S/o0-Ram
Mehar Bhardwaj R/0-629
Chirag-Delhi N.Delhi-110017.,
inform that my minor son,s
DOB Wrongly-mentioned
21/08/2005 in Educational
Documents but Correct DOB is-
21/03/2005. 0040514880-7

I KI Usha W/0, Senthil Kumar R/0
D-138JJCamp Tigri ND-62 have
changed my name to Usha for
all purposes. 0040514858-3

I, Parnav GOEL S/O Ramesh
Chander Gupta R/0-B.20 C-C-
Colony Delhi-110007, Have
Changed My Name To Pranav
GOEL. 0040514880-10

I, Pankaj Dua S/o Krishan Dua R/0
1, Kartar Shah Nagar, Model
Town, Panipat, Haryana-132103,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Aseem Dua aged 15
years to Aseem Aditya Dua
forever 0070677122-1

I, Om Babu S/0 Vijay Pal
Sharma,H.No.136A, Gali.No.3,
Jagmohan Enclave Part-2,
Roshan-Nagar, Faridabad,
Haryana-121003.,changed my
name to Om Babu Sharma.

0040514852-3

I, Ngawang Palmo Lhewa D/o
Chonden Namgyal, R/o Block-
80, Group-6, Tibetan Colony,
P.O.Kulhan, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand have changed my
name to Ngawang Palmo, also
inform that my father and
mother name wrongly written
in my Identity Certificate as
Chonden Namgyal Lhewa and
Kalden ChoenyiLhewa instead
of Chonden Namgyal and
Kalden Chonyirespectively.

0040514818-2

I, Neetu Bansal W/o Gaurav
Yadav R/0 031 White House
Apptt. Sec-13, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
to NeetuYadav 0040514821-1

I, Naziya Naweed D/o Naweed
AshrafR/0 229-A, Gali No.5,
Zakir Nagar, Jamia Nagar,
Okhla, Delhi-110025 have
changed my name from Naziya
to Naziya Naweed for all future
purposes. 0040514842-1

I, Navneet Tyagi S/o Satya
Prakash Tyagi R/0 301, Prateek
The RoyalCliff, 3rd Floor,
Crossings Repubilik,
Ghaziabad, UP-201016, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Aadrika Tyagi aged
4yearsto Aishwarya Tyagi

0070677119-1

I, Narendra Kumar S/o Narayana
Pillai, R/0 C-301, Eastend
Apartment, Mayur Vihar,
Phase-1 Extn., Delhi-110096,
have changed name of my son
from Narein Madhavan Meera
toNarein Madhavan for all
future purposes. 0040514813-1

I, Navneet S/o Krishan Kumar
R/03897/13 Kanhaiya Nagar,
Tri Nagar, Delhi-110035,
changed my name to Navneet
Sharma. 0040514880-4

I, Molly Cheladan Varkey D/o
Mathai Varkey W/o Alby Peter
R/0-310-C J&K-Pocket, Dilshad-
Garden Delhi-110095,have
changed my name to Molly
Alby for all future purposes

0040514875-1

I, Hema Pandey W/o Ram Niwas
Pandey R/0 H.N0 59A GaliNo-3C
Molarband Extn Badarpur
Delhi-44 have changed my
name to Hema Sharma Pandey.

0040514858-4

I, Geeta Devi D/0-Raghbir Singh
W/o-Nitesh Beniwal R/0-D-
186/187-A,3rd-Floor Rishi-
Nagar Rani-Bagh Delhi-110034,
changed my name to Geeta
Beniwal. 0040514852-5

I, Gayatri Devi Sharma W/o
Ankush Sharma R/0-5/189,
Lalita Park, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed my name
to Gayatri Sharma.

0040514880-2

I, Darshan Ahuja S/0 Chaman
Lal R/0 B-29, Janta Colony,
Shivaji-Vihar, Tagore Garden,
Delhi-110027. Changed My
Nameto Darshan Lal.

0040514875-3

I, Chanakya S/o0 Manohar
Prasad R/0-72A, F-Block,
Khanpur-Extension, Delhi-
110062, have changed my name
to Chanakya Manohar Prasad.

0040514852-2

I, Armaan Sarin Jain,S/O Annat
Jain,bornon 09/10/2014,
residing at 3/22 1st floor Shanti
Niketan Chanakyapuri New
Delhi 110021 have changed my
nameto Armaan
Chandragupta Jainvide
affidavit date 1st October 2019,
New Delhi. 0050156214-1

I, Anupam Kumari W/O Chandan
Kumar Chaudhary, Residing At-
514, GaliNo.3/3 Janta-Vihar,
MukundPur-Extn. Part-I, Delhi-
110042. Have Changed The
Name Of My Roshni Aged-22
Years And Shall Hereafter Be
Known As Anupam Kumari.

0040514858-8

I, Anil Kumar S/0, Manohar Lal
Rawal R/o H.No. 172, lind Floor,
Espace, Nirvana Country,
Sector 50, Gurgaon-122001,
have changed my name to Anil
Rawal for all purposes.

0040514850-1

I, Amanat Jain, S/O Annat Jain,
born on 04/04/2009, residing at
3/22 1st floor Shanti Niketan
Chanakyapuri New Delhi
110021 have changed my name
to Amanat Deviki Jain vide
affidavit date 1st October 2019,
New Delhi 0050156215-1

I, Abhishak Grover S/o Amit
Grover R/0-3669/7 Narang-
Colony Tri-Nagar Delhi-110035,
Changed My Name To
Abhishek Grover.

0040514875-2

I, Deepak R/O C114 Old-DIf
Sector-14, Gurgaon Haryana
Have Changed My Minor Son
Name Himnesh Chhawari To
Himnesh Chhawri. 0040514880-
9

I Yash S/o Parveen Kumar R/0
Flatno -4, Vidya Apartment
Building No-6, Gali No-B6,
Ashok Vihar phase 3 Extension,
Gurgaon 122001, have changed
my name to Yash Kumar

0070677120-1

1Vibha Kumari W/0 Vijay Kumar
Singh Saharsa Bihar After
Marriage Have Changed My
Name To Bibha Singh.

0040514892-1

I Tanvir Ahmad Khan S/O
Tauheed Ahmad R/0 Village-
Kotiya Sultanpur U.P-227805
Have Change My Name To
Tanveer Ahmad Khan.

0040514875-7

I Suresh Panth S/o Gopal Dutt
R/o0 D-167, Gali No-52, Mahavir
Enclave Part-3, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi-110059, have changed my
name to Surender Kumar Pant.

0070677114-1

IShweta Jha alias Shweta
Naveen Agarwal D/o Dinesh
Kumar Jha and W/o Naveen
Kumar Agarwal R/0 8, Inner
Circle Road, Old TC Colony,
Jamshedpur, Kadma East
Singhbhum, Jharkhand-831005,
have changed my nameto
ShwetaJha 0070677113-1

ISheweta W/O Dharmender R/O
H.No-356 Gali No-22 Sgm-Nagar
Faridabad-121001 Have Change
My Name To Shweta.

0040514875-6

I Saumya Saini D/o Rahul Dev
Saini R/0 16. Block-GH-1,
Archna Apartment, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063, have
changed my name to
Aishwarya Saini 0070677107-1

I, Jagmohan S/o0 Amarijit Singh
R/o C-377,Suryanagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011 have
changed my nameto
Jagmohan Singh. 0040514858-7

I Sanjay S/0 Satish Kumar R/o
477/19, Uttam Nagar, Gali No-3,
Gohana, Sonipat, Haryana-
131301, have changed my name
toHoney Rohilla 0070677116-1

ISamiksha Gupta D/o Harish
Gupta R/o VPO Darla, Tehsil
Arki, Solan,HP-171102, have
changed my name to Priyanshi
Gupta 0070677104-1

IRajender kumar s/o0 Kundan
Lal h.no-735, ground-floor,
sector-4, Gurgaon, have
changed my name to Rajender
kumar Tuteja. 0040514880-8

IRajesh Kumar alias Rajesh
Kumar Singla S/o Siri Krishan
R/0 B-63, Sector-36, Noida, GB
Nagar, UP-201303, have
changed my name to Rajesh
Kumar Singla 0070677103-1

INeeru VermaD/o Nirotam
Verma and W/o Gaganpreet
Singh R/0 HNO-645, Phase-2,
Urban Estate, Dugri, Ludhiana,
Punjab-141002, have changed
my name to Navleen Kaur

0070677112-1

I Anita W/0, Bharat Bhushan R/O
House No-1074 Housing Board
Colony Sector-31 Gurgaon
Haryanal22001 have changed
my name to Anita Devi

0070677128-1

I, Jatin Kumar S/o0 Satish Kumar
AnejaR/0-E-3/24,1Ind-Floor,
Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to Jatin
Anejaforall purposes.

0040514858-1

I, Md Iguram S/o Yaqub Khan
R/0-B-267,Gali.N0.2,
Mohammadi-Masjid,
Mandawali-Fazalpur, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Mohammad Ikram Ansari.

0040514852-4

I, Mannat Jain, S/0 Annat Jain,
bornon 18/05/2007, residing at
3/22 1st floor Shanti Niketan
Chanakyapuri New Delhi
110021 have changed my name
to Mannat Vikramaditya Jain
vide affidavit date 1st October
2019, New Delhi 0050156213-1

I, Love S/0 Virender Singh R/0-
Shokhanda Chhawla-Enclave
Near Sector-19 Khurat-Mohalla
Dwarka-110071 changed my
name to Love Shokhanda.

0040514858-5

I, Komal Sahai, R/0 B-1, 504,
Satyam Apartment,
Vasundhara Enclave, New
Delhi-110096. Have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Mishty Sahai to Jasweera Sahai
for all future purposes.

0040514854-1

I Manoj Singh S/0 Sh. Shaligram
Singh, R/0 H.No.- 87’ Gali No. 4
Shiv Park Nangloi Delhi 110041,
inform that Manoj Singh and
Manoj Kumar Singh both name
are same person. In future to
be known as Manoj Singh only

0060069885-1

I Mahesha A.S. alias Ajjampura
Swamy Mahesha S/o Sannappa
Swamy R/0 26, Shivashakthi
Nilaya, Pushpa Layout, 20th
Cross, 7A Main, NS Palya, SMC
Kalyana Mantapa, BTM 1nd
Stage, Bannergatta Road,
Banglore, South Bilekahalli,
Karanataka-560076, have
changed my name to
Ajjampura Swamy Mahesha

0070677126-1

I Mahesh Kumar Singla alias
Mahesh Kumar alias Mahesh
Singla S/o Raj Kumar R/o Ward
Number-6, Preet Colony,
Bhawanigarh, Sangrur, Punjab-
148026, have changed my name
to Mahesh Singla

0070677121-1

I Kanika Bhatia W/o Sh.Sanjeev
Bhatia R/0 H.No.B-367, Patel
Nagar-ll, Ghaziabad, U.P.have
changed the name of my minor
daughter from Sadhika Bhatia
to SriBhatia for all purposes.

0040514808-2

I Daljit Singh alias Daljit Singh
Pandher S/o Piara Singh
Pandher R/o House No-222,
Green Avenue, Backside
Nagpal Resort, Dad, PO Lalton
Kalan, Ludhiana, Punjab-
142022, have changed my name
to Daljit Singh Pandher

0070677109-1

I Anita Devi Wife of Shri Rajesh
Roshan R/o Plot No.127, Flat
no.401, Gali No.14, Bhagwati
Garden Extn, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, New Delhi-110059
have changed my name to
Anita Roshan for all intents &
Purposes. 0040514877-1

INagender Singh Saijwal s/0
Ran Singh R/0-F-337,Lado
Sarai-Village Delhi 110030.
Have Changed My Name To
Nagender Saijwal.

0040514852-9

IChoturam Baloda S/o
Bhinwaram Baloda R/o Dhani
Baloda Vali, Singod Kalan,
Chomu, Jaipur, Rajasthan-
303803, have changed my name
toHimesh Baloda

0070677124-1

LOST & FOUND

l, Baljeet Kaur W/O Jasbir Singh,
Lost Original Gift Deed
(Bearing: IN-
DL63657841837720Q) Of My
Property RZ1106,Gali 11, Sadh
Nagar,Palam Colony,New
Delhi 110045, Registered On
23/08/2018 with SRO-1X, Delhi.
Finder Please Contact
9716088929. 0040514726-1

l, Yati Mittal D/o Amit Kumar
R/0-H.No0.17 Naipura, Loni
Dehat Ghaziabad, U.P-201102
lost my Senior-Secondary
Pass Certificate Year-2016 Roll
N0.9631695 CBSE-Delhi

0040514875-11

I,Taran Deep Singh S/o
Amarjeet Singh Lost my
Original Marksheet of, 6th-
Semester Roll N0.212384, Year-
2006 issued by Board Of,
Technical-Education
Pitampura Delhi- Finder,
Contact-9810859331.

0040514858-9

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate of
Main Secondary Examination
of Year 2017 and Roll No.
8254152 issued by CBSE has
been lost. Anishka Thukral, 213
Surya Niketan, Delhi-110092.
/9810574599. 0040514851-1

I, Anshul Gahlot S/o Shri Sudhir
Gahlot R/o0 D-224/A, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi has lost my Driving
Licence, ATM Cards, Credit
Cards & Cheque books of ICICI,
HDFC Bank & Central Bank of
India & Property documents. If
any found please returned to
me or informed. Anshul
Gahlot,9810985757.

0040514808-1

Lost my Orignal marksheet of
CBSE class 10th Examination
Roll no-8620168 Year
2011,Class 12th Examination
Roll n0-9606057 Year 2013 &
Graduation Marksheet of
B.COM 3rd Year DU(SOL) Roll
no-7050469 Year 2016 Finder
Please Contact: Shilpa Ph.No-
7503991608 0040514840-1

Lost my original 10th-class
certificate Roll no-8716642
passing year-2013 issued by
CBSE, Candidate Name-Arun
S/0 Mukut Lal R/0-G-76, Vijay-
Vihar, Phase-2, Rohini Delhi-
110085. 0040514875-9

LOST & FOUND

We, Rajiv Bajaj & Nitin Bajaj S/o

Madhusudan Bajaj, lost
original gift deed of our House
D-35, Amar Colony, Lajpat
Nagar, New Delhi. If found
please contact: 8882356307

0040514894-1

Lost Original Letter of Allotment
and Occupancy Ref.No.
KCGHS/AL/902/2016 dated
04.11.2016 for Flat-902,The
Khattar CGHS Ltd. Plot
8C,Dwarka Sec-7,N.Delhi-75.
Finder Pls Deliver to Rajesh
Kumar Nagar,C-22, Sec-
27,Noida. M-8090010146.

0040514856-1

LOST & FOUND

LOST ORIGINAL LEASE DEED & ORIGINAL
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY OF
PROPERTY NO. PLOT NO. 97, RAMESHWARI
NEHRU NAGAR, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI -
110005 (M.C.D PROPERTY CALLING ADDRESS:
11832 A, STREET NO. 7, SAT NAGAR, KAROL
BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005) VIDE LEASE DEED
REGISTRATION DOCUMENT NO: 6081, BOOK
NO: 1, VOLUME NO: 4548, PAGES FROM 65 TO
68, REGISTRATION DATE: 24.09.1981 AND
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY VIDE
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY
REGISTRATION DOCUMENT NO. 8028, BOOK
NO. 4, VOLUME NO. 481, PAGES FROM 182 TO
185, REGISTRATION DATE 11-05-2001. LOST
REPORT IS LODGE VIDE LR NO. 1650690/2019
ON DATED: 28/09/2019 AT PS CRIME BRANCH
DELHI. FINDER MAY SEND WITHIN 15 DAYS TO
SMT. PUSHPA VERMA W/O SHRI BHANWAR
LAL VERMA R/O 11813, STREET NO. 6, SAT
NAGAR, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI - 110005.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS FOR INFORMATION OF
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT MY CLIENT
LAL MOHD. S/O ABBAS ALI AND MRS
CHIDANA W/O LAL MOHD BOTH R/O
H. NO. 15, PKT 13, SEC A-6,
PUNARWAS COLONY, NARELA DELHI,
HEREBY DECLARE THAT THEY HAVE
SEVERED OFF ALL THEIR SOCIAL
FAMILY AND FINANCIAL RELATIONS
WITH THEIR SONS IRFAN AND IMRAN
ALONGWITH THEIR RESPECTIVE
WIVES JOYA AND NASREEN AND
THEIR CHILDREN ANYONE DEALING
WITH THEM, WILL BE HIS OWN RISK
AND MY CLIENTS WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR SAME IN ANY
MANNER.
AJAY KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
RU-367, Pitam Pura, Delhi-34

PUBLIC NOTICE

"Notice is hereby given that my client intends to
enter into a transaction with Mr. Arun Kumar
Monga S/o Shri Sohan Lal Monga in respect of
his undivided share of portion admeasuring app.
350 S. ft. & 150 S. ft. with roof right on the ground
floor situated at Plot No. 1 (Old No. 10796/1)
M.M. Road, Motia Khan, New Delhi-110055
(hereinafter referred as to the "subject land" with
its owner being Mr. Arun Kumar Monga.
If entity/person including any bank or financial
institution having or claiming any right, title, claim,
benefit, demand, easement, performance,
possession, ownership or has any objection to
the transaction relating to the same or if any
entity/person including any bank or financial
institution has any knowledge of Mr. Arun Kumar
Monga or past owner to the subject land such
entity/person may inform the undersigned in
writing with documentary proof on the address &
/or e-mail id mentioned below with a period of 14
(fourteen) days from the date of publication of this
notice otherwise my client shall proceed with the
above said transaction".
Sd/-
Mahesh Sharma (Advocate)
Ch. No. 196, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
BABITA wife of Shri Sudhir
Kumar resident of F230, Satar
Wali Gali, Village Khanpur,
Pushpa Bhawan, New Delhi-
110062 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as PRERNA/ PAREMA in my
minor son BHARAT
CHOUDHARY, aged 14 Years
and my minor daughter BHARTI
CHOUDHARY, aged 13 Years in
their School records, the actual
name of mine is BABITA, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed/ intimated to the public
at large that my Sh. Hans Raj Kalra S/o Sh.
Gopal Dass Kalra and Smt. Seema Kalra W/o
Sh. Hans Raj Kalra, both R/o. 13/76, 2nd &
3rd Floors, Geeta Colony, Delhi-110031 has
severed all kinds of relations with their son
namely Sidhant Kalra and his wife Smt.
Kashika Kalra. Since they do not have any
respect for my clients and my clients have
debarred them from their all kinds of movable
and immovable properties. If any person
deals with them, he shall be doing so at his
own risk and costs and my clients shall not be
responsible for any act or deed committed by
them.
Sd/-
Satish Kumar Tomar
(Advocate)
Ch. No. 511, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client MR.
MAHESH KUMAR S/O SH. KUNDAN
LAL & SMT. REKHA W/O SH.
MAHESH KUMAR BOTH R/O D-371,
SHAKUR PUR, J.J. COLONY,
DELHI- 110034 have been left/debar
all relations from their son namely SH.
PRASHANT & his wife SMT. UMA &
their  children, due to their
misbehavior, from their all movable
and immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with them in civil and criminal
matter shall be doing at his/her/their
own risk, cost and responsibility.
Sd/-
SURENDER KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Enrl. No. D/152/88
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Praveen Rastogi(Adv.)
Enrol No-D/244/06

The General Public is hereby informed
that my clients SH. Purshottam Lal
Sharma S/o Late Sh Shyam Sunder
Sharma and his wife Smt Seema Sharma,
both R/o A-115, Nand Ram Park Uttam
Nagar New Delhi have served all their
relations with their son Sh Karan Singh due
to his bad habits. Both of my above
named clients have also disowned and
debarred his said son from all their
movable and immovable properties.
Anybody dealing with Sh Karan Sharma
will do so at his/her/their own risk and
responsibilities and my clients will not be
responsible for any act, deed or dealing
done by Sh Karan Sharma.

Praveen Rastogi
Enrol No-D/244/06

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY
CLIENT SH. HARISH KUMAR MALIK S/O
SH. VISHAN DAS R/O C-38, PINK CGHS
LTD., SECTOR- 13, ROHINI, DELHI- 110085,
IS THE OWNER OF SOCIETY BUILT-UP
FLAT BEARING NO. C-38, SITUATED AT
PINK CGHS LTD., PLOT NO. 1/2, SECTOR-
13, ROHINI, DELHI- 110085 AND HE HAS
MISPLACED/LOST THE ORIGINAL SHARE
CERTIFICATE RECEIPT AMOUNTING RS.
100/- WHICH WAS ISSUED BY THE SOCI-
ETY AGAINST MEMBERSHIP NO. 41/126 &
HAVE LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE L.R. NO.
1675359/2019 DATED 03.10.2019, WITH
POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI,
IF ANY BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENT,
PLEASE INFORM HIM AT THE ABOVESAID
ADDRESS OR PH. NO.:- 9868154569.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT
IN THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD FILE AN FIR & GIVE INTIMATION
TO SOCIETY/RCS/DDA(GH) WITH IN 15
DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS
NOTICE.
Sd/-
RENU BALA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/4533/2014
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My client NARAYAN PAWAR &
SMT GOMTI both Resident of B-
159, Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-2,
Khanpur, New Delhi-110080 has
disowned their son VIPIN
PANWAR OUR MOVABLE &
IMMOVABLE, properties B-164,
Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-2,
Khanpur, New Delhi & House no.
58, GH/3, LIG Flats, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi and severed all
relations with his due to unrest/
torture.

My client shall not be

responsible for any of his acts,
deeds and omissions.

SHIVE LAL, Advocate

Ch. No. 554,

Patiala House Courts

New Delhi

COURT NOTICE

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI
AT NEW DELHI
(TESTAMENTARY INTESTATE
JURISDICTION)
CITATION U/s 283, INDIAN

SUCCESSION ACT, 1925
in the matter of TEST CASE NO.
58/2016
HIROO JOHAR & ANR.
...PETITIONERS
VS
STATE & ORS.
...RESPONDENTS
To
All concerned.
In the matter of estate of Late Smt.
Rani Johar, W/o Late Om Prakash
Johar, R/o G-65, Nizamuddin West,
New Delhi.
Whereas (1) Hiroo Johar, W/o Late
Yash Johar, R/o 12" and 13" Floor,
The Residency, Union Park, Dr. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Marg, Khar West,
Mumbai-400052, (2) Karan Johar, S/o
Late Yash Johar, R/o 12th and 13th
Floor, The Residency, Union Park Dr.
Baba Saheb Ambedkar Marg, Khar
West, Mumbai- 400052 has filed a
petition under section 276 of the Indian
Succession Act, for the grant of Probate
in respect of Will dated 26.01.2000 of
Late Smt. Rani Johar, deceased.
And whereas the aforesaid case is fixed
for hearing on 04.11.2019 at 11.00 AM
before the JOINT REGISTRAR
(JUDICIAL). This citation is issued, in
terms of Section 283 of the said Act to
all persons claiming to have any
interest in the properties of the said
deceased to come to this Court, file
objections, if any and take part in the
proceedings on the date specified
above for the grant of Probate.
Given under my hand and the seal of
this Court, in terms of the order dated
17" day of September, 2019.
Sd/-
Assistant Registrar (O)

for REGISTRAR GENERAL
seal ms
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Lime-surkhi usedin India

RAPE-MURDER CASE

In 2:1 verdict,

SC upholds
death penalty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

THE SUPREME Court has up-
held the death penalty
awarded to a man found guilty
of raping and killing a two-
year-old girl, daughter of a fruit
seller, in Maharashtra in March
2012.

A three-judge bench, by a
majority verdict of 2:1, upheld
the death sentence. While
Justices R F Nariman and Surya
Kant upheld the death sen-
tence, Justice Subhash Reddy
while upholding the conviction
modified the sentence to life
imprisonment.

The majority ruling took
note of the fact that Parliament
had amended the POCSO Act
and introduced the death
penalty for brutal rape of chil-
dren aged below 12.

It said “if Parliament, armed
with adequate facts and figures,
has decided to introduce capi-
tal punishment for the offence
of sexual abuse of a child, the
Court hitherto will bear in
mind the latest Legislative
Policy even though it has no ap-
plicability in a case where the
offence was committed prior
thereto”.

The court noted that the
“victim was barely a two-year-
old baby whom the appellant
kidnapped and apparently kept
on assaulting over 4-5 hours till
she breathed her last... He ruth-
lessly finished a life which was
yet to bloom”.

“The appellant instead of
showing fatherly love, affection
and protection to the child
against the evils of society,
rather made her the victim of
lust. It’s a case where trust has
been betrayed and social values
are impaired,” it noted.

Justice Reddy, however,
said, “I am clear in my mind
that in this case on hand, the
mitigating circumstances of the
appellant, dominate over the
aggravating circumstances, to
modify the death sentence to
that of life imprisonment. Even
as per the case of prosecution,
the appellant was under influ-
ence of liquor at the time of
committing the offence, and
there is no evidence on record
from the side of prosecution, to
show that there is no possibility
of reformation and rehabilita-
tion of the appellant.”

Unnao: CBI
chargesheet in
gangrape case

New Delhi: The CBI Thu-
rsday filed a charge sheet
in a case of alleged gan-
grape of the Unnao rape
victim on June 11, 2017,
when she was a minor.
The chargesheet was
filed before District
Judge Dharmesh Sha-
rma. The matter is now
expected to be heard on
October 10as the CBI has
sought time to file addi-
tional documents. This
case is separated from
the rape case in which
UP MLA Kuldeep Singh
Sengar is an accused.
AccordingtoaPTlre-
port, the CBI has named
three personsasaccused
in the chargesheet —
Naresh Tiwari, Brijesh
Yadav Singh and Shub-
ham Singh. All three are
outon bail. According to
the chargesheet, the thr-
ee allegedly kidnapped
and gangraped the vic-
tim aweek after she was
allegedly raped.
Shubham is the son
of Shashi Singh, who al-
legedly lured the victim
to Sengar’s residence
and is Sengar’s co-ac-
cused in that case. ENS

MP: 7 dead as
bus falls into
flooded river

Raisen (MP): Seven
people died and over 30
were injured after abus
fell into a flooded river
in Madhya Pradesh's
Raisen district in the
early hours of Thurs-
day. The bus was appar-
ently speeding and the
driver lost control while
it was passing over a
bridge, the police said.
CM Kamal Nath ex-
pressed grief over thein-
cident and announced
anaid of Rs4lakh forthe
kin of each deceased. PTI

Voter Helpline App

much before Islamic erad’

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

LIME-SURKHI mixture as a build-
ing material was used “continu-
ously” in India much before the
arrival of Muslims, the counsel for
Ramlalla Virajman told the
Supreme Court on Thursday. He
was opposing claims by the
Muslim side thatits use started in
the Islamic era and its presence
on a 50 m wall discovered by
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)in Ayodhya was proof that it
was an Islamic structure.

Nirmohi Akhara, meanwhile,
alleged that the Ramlalla’s suitin-
stituted in 1989 was for “political
reasons”.

Appearing for the deity,
Senior Advocate C S
Vaidyanathan told a bench
headed by Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi thatit was “wrong”
to say that lime-surkhi made its
appearance in India from the
Islamic period.

It was used in Gangetic plain
from the 2nd century BC as
shown by excavations in
Kaushambi, he said, citing ex-
perts. He said some experts had
suggested that Surkhi is “purely
indigenous and was not brought
in India from Central Asia”.

The bench, also comprising
Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S Abdul Nazeer, is hearing ap-
peals against the 2010 verdict of
Allahabad High Court which or-

AYODHYA
HEARING

dered a three-way division of the
disputed area.

He also rejected claims that
pillar bases found by ASI were at
different floors and said it was a
“complete misreading” of the re-
port. Of the 50 pillar bases un-
earthed, 46 belong to fourth floor
and the rest to third floor, he
pointed out.

Justice Chandrachud referred
to the report finding similarities
between an octagonal stone
block used over the pillar bases
and one used in Sarnath and
asked if there was any evidence
to show that what was unearthed
was not part of a Buddha Vihara.

Vaidyanathan said Hindus
have for centuries held the place
as Ram’s birthplace. It was not
any place of significance for
Buddhists, he said, adding that it
was possible to draw areasonable
inference that it could not have
been a vihara.

“Faith is one thing, but now
we are in the area of evidence,”
Justice Chandrachud said.

Vaidyanathan said the temple
atSarnath was constructed by the
queen of Garhwal Dynasty dur-
ing the same time when the tem-

ple at Ayodhya was renovated by
the king of Garhwal Dynasty. He
said he will submita detailed note
to answer the query.

He also opposed Sunni
Central Wakf Board’s contention
that travelogues and gazetteers
recording the faith and belief
with regard to the Ram’s birth-
place are hearsay.

The submission was “unten-
able”, he said, adding that it was
also “reflective of the deep rooted
prejudice of the Western histori-
ans and rejection of the oral tradi-
tion in the Orient. The recording
of the history in India, unlike in
Europe, is not one of recording
dates and events, itis more in re-
spect of culture, practices etc.”

He said the significance of oral
history cannot be ruled out and
added that even the Quran and
Hadith were transmitted orally
and then recorded.

Appearing for one of the
Hindu parties, Senior Counsel PS
Narasimha submitted that the
8th century Skandamahapuran
refers to the place of birth of Ram
and “and provides the proof of
the faith that is instilled in the
heart of Hindus that visit
(Tirthyatra/pilgrimage) to this
place is of extreme merit which,
for Hindus, is nothing but
Moksha”.

Appearing for the Akhara,
Senior Advocate Sushil Kumar
Jain said the Akhara was in con-
tinuous possession of the dis-
puted land till it was attached by
the local magistrate.
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7 arrested for gangrape of Karnataka: Flood-affected
farmer commits suicide

teenager in Nalanda

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER 3

POLICE IN Bihar’s Nalanda have
arrested seven youths under pro-
visions of the POCSO Act for the
gangrape of a minor girl after
video clips of the incident went vi-
ral on social media.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place on September 16
after the accused attacked the
teenaged girl, who had left home
toattend coaching classes,and her
male friend in a hilly area.

Police said the girl underwent
a medical test and recorded her
statement before a judicial mag-
istrate. She is back with her family,
they said. The district administra-
tion is in touch with her family to
provide counselling, officials said.

Videos of the incident show
the girl addressing the accused as
“brother” and pleading with them
to let her go. One clip shows one
of the accused threatening to kill

her and “make the video viral” if
she resists. Another shows her
friend, who has beenidentified as
alocal guide, trying unsuccessfully
to save her and being assaulted.

Bihar DGP Gupteshwar
Pandey told The Indian Express: “All
the sevenaccused have beeniden-
tified and arrested. The
chargesheetislikely to be submit-
ted within a week. We expect a
speedy trial and conviction within
three months.Iwill be meeting the
victim and her family members.”

An officer at the local police
station said the accused were
identified during investigations
based on the video clips. “All of
them are local residents, some are
school dropouts,” the officer said.

Asked if the accused were mi-
nors, the officer said it was up to
the court to decide after verifying
their birth certificates. The ac-
cused have been booked for rape
and criminal intimidation under
sections of the IPCand provisions
of the POCSO Act.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 3

A55-YEAR-OLD coffee farmerin
Chikkamagaluru district, who
suffered crop losses in the recent
floods and was battling a serious
health condition, committed sui-
cide on Wednesday;, officials said.
The family of Chandre Gowda
(55),wholostaround half an acre
of the five acres of coffee crop
land he was holding in the flood
in August, has filed a police com-
plaint stating that delay in com-
pensation precipitated his finan-
cial position, which eventually
led to him commit suicide.
Gowda, of SKMeghal village,
incurred debt because of cancer
treatment, which he had been
undergoing for four years. He

had also borrowed money to cul-
tivate coffee on the five-acre
land, local officials said, based on
a preliminary inquiry.

“The family has given a com-
plaint saying the deathis related
to farm distress following the
flood. They also indicated that he
was being treated for cancer. An
investigationis being carried out
into the circumstances of the
death,” a police officer said.

People in as many as 17 dis-
tricts of the state who suffered
crop losses because of the flood
are waiting for compensation.
The total damage in the state has
been pegged at Rs 32,000 crore.

The issue of flood relief has
taken a major political turn with
the Opposition attacking the
government for failing to secure
arelief package from the Centre.

HIGH COURT OF TRIPURA
AGARTALA

No.F.11(14)-HC/2019/17991

Dated, Agartala, the 1st October, 2019

CORRIGENDUM
(For Recruitment in Grade-lll of Tripura Judicial
Service)
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for
filling up 08 (six) vacancies (UR-4, ST-2 & SC-2) (actual
and anticipated) in Grade-lll of Tripura Judicial
Service instead of 02 (two) vacancies as mentioned in

the earlier

Advertisement

dated 08.07.2019.

Candidates who have already applied for the post
pursuant to Advertisement dated 08.07.2019, need not

submit fresh application.
Detailed Advertisement

dated 08.07.2019,

the

Corrigendum thereto, Application Form and the
Syllabus etc. can be downloaded from the official
website of the High Court of Tripura- http://thc.nic.in

Last date for submission of fresh application is

23.10.2019.

Date of Preliminary Written Examination is fixed on

24.11.2019 (Sunday).

Belated and incomplete applications will be rejected

summarily.

Sd/-
(S.G. Chattopadhyay)
Registrar General
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

CHECK & IMBALANCE

Delaying, not asking questions, on J&K — this doesn’t match SC
tradition of speaking up for those who cannot

HE CENTRE’S MOVE in Kashmir, a defining one for the Narendra Modi govern-

ment, is also turning out to be a critical moment for the judiciary. On October

1, responding to a raft of petitions challenging the constitutional validity of the

August 5 decision to abrogate the special status of Kashmir, a five-judge con-
stitution bench of the Supreme Court refused to order a stay, and adjourned the hearing
to November 14 — that is, until well after the scheduled implementation of the Centre’s or-
der has carved up the state into two Union Territories on October 31. Earlier, addressing a
separate batch of petitions questioning the restrictions on movement and communication
that have accompanied the Centre’s decision, another SC bench held that “personal lib-
erty will have to be balanced with national security”. The court has deferred such peti-
tions, including one filed by CPM general secretary Sitaram Yechury questioning the de-
tention of his colleague Mohammed Yousuf Tarigami, for hearing on October 16.Something
is seriously amiss in the response of the country’s apex court, and it is this: The court, which
is the centrepiece of the system of checks and balances that keeps the political executive
honest and accountable, that ensures due process and is the custodian of individual rights,
is showing a striking lack of urgency. In fact, deferring and delaying, not asking questions
that need to be asked, giving the government the benefit of the doubt — serious doubt —
on the drastic curbs on fundamental freedoms, doesn’t quite match the apex court’s own
stellar tradition of speaking up for those who cannot.

This is especially troubling in habeas corpus cases where delay can have a costly hu-
man rights toll. The court’s dithering here recalls its most forgettable moment. In the
ADM Jabalpur case during the Emergency, four judges out of five, with the honourable ex-
ception of Justice H R Khanna, had handed out virtual good conduct certificates to the
government, expressing the hope, “diamond bright, diamond hard”, that the fears of the
detenues would prove to be uncalled for. Of course, it made amends, overruled that em-
barrassing decision, in 2017. Yet, today, two years later, the judiciary’s lack of urgency in
pronouncing on the validity of citizens’ detentions and the constitutional legitimacy of
the government’s decision, is made worse by its apparent glibness in imposing gag orders
of its own. Last month, the J&IK High Court allowed two National Conference MPs to meet
Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah, detained in Srinagar, but barred them from speak-
ing to the press about the meeting. Earlier, a CJI-led bench of the SChad allowed Yechury
to meet Tarigami after hedging the permission similarly.

On very many occasions, the Supreme Court has protected and expanded citizens’
liberties. For its own sake, and that of the people who look up to it, especially those men
and women — and in J&K, children, too — who are denied their rights in the name of “na-
tional interest”, it needs to step up to its role.

SEIZE THE OPENING

Iran’s president indicates that French plan for talks with US is
acceptable. Washington mustn’t squander the opportunity

N SEPTEMBER 7, the spokesperson for Iran’s nuclear agency announced

that the country had the ability to enrich uranium up to 20 per cent and it

had launched advanced centrifuge machines, further violating its commit-

ments under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) or the Iran
nuclear deal between Tehran and the US, France, Germany, Britain, Russia and the
European Union. The move was an escalation of the brinkmanship underway since US
President Donald Trump withdrew from the JCPOA in May 2018. This week, President
Hassan Rouhani has indicated Tehran is amenable to the plan for talks proposed by French
President Emmanuel Macron, with the US. It is a diplomatic opening,.

The 2015 JCPOA came into being after arduous negotiations and placed restrictions on
Iran’s nuclear programme while removing the harsh economic sanctions on the country.
Since the US’s withdrawal from the deal, the Trump administration has ramped up the
sanctions, and its anti-Iran rhetoric, while Tehran has flouted the limits placed on its nu-
clear programme. The logic behind Washington’s plan appears to be that the sanctions
would increase disaffection in Iran to such a degree that the government and the Ayatollah
would be overthrown. It is, however, more likely that the moderate, democratically-
elected Rouhani government has suffered due to the sanctions. Rouhani staked consid-
erable political capital in pushing through the nuclear deal, particularly with the recalci-
trant sections of the Islamic state opposed to any accord with the US.

Rouhani has said in a publicly-broadcast cabinet meeting that the deal proposed by
Macron entails that Tehran will not pursue nuclear weapons and that sanctions would be
lifted, allowing Iran to resume oil sales. The Iranian president has, however, expressed
concern over Donald Trump’s alleged doublespeak: “The American president on two oc-
casions... said explicitly that we want to intensify sanctions... Should we accept your
(European leaders’) word that America is ready (for talks)?” The ball is now in
Washington’s court. New Delhi has thus far managed to walk the diplomatic tightrope be-
tween the US and Iran. Given the goodwill that PM Narendra Modi enjoys with President
Trump, as well as India’s close historical and trade ties with Iran, Delhi could join Paris and
other world powers in nudging both countries towards talks. The alternative — the path
of calibrated escalation — a slippery slope.

WRITING ON THE WALL

Banksy, artist of the masses, envy of high art, foe of
commercial art, has opened a shop. There’s a twist in the tale

HE MARKET ASSIMILATES all, even the most anti-market. British street artist

Banksy, who turned anonymity into a virtue and the anti-original stencil into

an instrument of high art on par with the palette knife, has opened a shop in

Croydon, south London. He has been forced to this step by a greeting card
company which is appropriating his name, one of the creative world’s most valuable
brands, to sell fake Banksy merchandise. Legally, it is a laughable ploy, since it seems to
be trying to use a parallel from the world of patents — a patent which is not worked by
the owner can be compulsorily licensed to keep a product on the market. But a brand is
not a patent, only similar, and the case is likely to collapse.

In the meantime, to retain control over his name, Banksy has opened a shop to put his
home products on the market. Some are all heart, like doormats made out of life jackets
worn by migrants in the Mediterranean, stitched by other migrants interned in Greece.
But the name of the shop, Gross Domestic Product, suggests that many products will be
awful by design.

Two decades ago, Banksy had energised the counterculture by putting the Mona Lisa,
wearing headphones and armed with an RPG launcher, on a building off Oxford Street,
London’s retail Mecca. Now, while going commercial with his own retail premises, Banksy
is keeping the spirit of protest alive. GDPisn’t really a shop. It’s actually an installation fea-
turing Banksy’s art in a disused carpet shop. Its doors will never open, and it is as transient
as aflashmob. Before it dissolves back into the mind of its creator, you could order its wares
online, but only through a website which does not yet exist. Perhaps it never will.

For a free and

Conflict of interest controversy is not about individuals,

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

IF YOU THINK there is conflict of interest,
there probably is. Indian cricket these
days is dealing with this brutal, but undeni-
able, truth.

Sourav Ganguly has been told that he can’t
sitin the Delhi Capitals dugout and also be in
charge at Eden Gardens. Sachin Tendulkar
and V'V S Laxman, because of their IPL con-
nections, can no longer be on the all-power-
ful committee that picked Ravi Shastri as
coach. Rahul Dravid can’t be the vice-presi-
dent at India Cements — the company that
owns Chennai Super Kings — and also be the
man in charge at the BCCI's National Cricket
Academy.

The downgrade hasn’t gone down well
with the game’s superstars. As always it was
Ganguly, the voice of the Golden Generation,
who took the lead in expressing the collec-
tive disgust of those with more pies on their
table than their fingers could fit into. “New
fashioninindian cricket... conflict of interest...
Best way to remain in news. god help indian
cricket...,” he tweeted.

Ganguly’s immediate provocation was
the BCCI ethics officer’s notice to Dravid but
his own angst of choosing just one of the four
influential positions he then occupied —
Cricket Association of Bengal president, BCCI's
cricket committee member, Delhi Capitals
advisor and television pundit — also seemed
to have triggered this apocalyptic outburst.
Ganguly's “new fashion in Indian cricket” has
been a corporate norm for ages now. While
the world was swearing their exclusivity to
their employers by signing thick water-tight
contracts, on the island that houses cricket’s
cozy club, “conflict of interest” was still an
alien concept. Inside that bubble lived a close-
knit community, and it was fashionable to
wear more than one hat.

The Committee of Administrators (CoA),
assigned by the Supreme Court to dismantle
the old cricket edifice, has unknowingly pro-
moted this system by being soft towards the
omnipresent legends enacting multiple roles.
A couple of years ago, historian Ramachandra
Guha, in his resignation letter from the CoA,
had, while describing this as cricket’s “super-
star culture”, written: “The more famous the
player (former or present) the more leeway
he is allowed in violating norms and proce-
dures... One famous former cricketer is con-
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WORDLY WISE
THE DAY WE RUN OUT OF PETROL IS THE DAY

IRAN WILL BE FREE.
— ABBAS KIAROSTAMI

but about rules that must account for rule-benders

Ganguly continued to push
the envelope. During the
IPL, he would be seen giving
a bear hug to his team’s star
player, the young wicket-
keeper batsman Rishabh
Pant and within days, as a
World Cup commentator,
questioned M S Dhoni’s
place in the team. Maybe, it
was what Virat Kohli’s India
desperately needed and a fair
call, but Ganguly, after his
seamless switch from the
Delhi Capitals jersey to the
sharp suit of a pundit, didn’t
sound convincing. He might
be the man solely
responsible for sweeping
regionalism out of the
Indian cricket when he was
the captain, butas a
committed cricket
administrator, and an
impartial commentator, he

had failed.

tracted by media houses to comment on ac-
tive players while serving as President of his
State Association.”

Guha’s red flag was ignored, the CoA did-
n't find anything wrong in Ganguly signing a
MoU with the Kolkata Knight Riders as Cricket
Bengal president for hosting their home
games at Eden Gardens and later getting into
acontract with Delhi Capitals as their advisor.
Inhis own backyard, Eden Gardens, the Prince
of Kolkata would sit in the away dressing
room. The picture of him assessing the Eden
pitch wearing a Delhi jersey summed up
Indian cricket's conflicted hierarchy.

Ganguly continued to push the envelope.
During the IPL, he would be seen giving a bear
hug to his team’s star player, the young
wicket-keeper batsman Rishabh Pant and
within days, as a World Cup commentator,
questioned M S Dhoni’s place in the team.
Maybe, it was what Virat Kohli’s India des-
perately needed and a fair call, but Ganguly,
after his seamless switch from the Delhi
Capitals jersey to the sharp suit of a pundit,
didn’t sound convincing. He might be the
man solely responsible for sweeping region-
alism out of the Indian cricket when he was
the captain, but as a committed cricket ad-
ministrator, and an impartial commentator,
he had failed.

Casting aspersions on the country’s super-
stars has never been popular. Their glorious
cricketing deeds and unblemished life in pub-
lic have given them a well-deserved squeaky
clean image. So, to even think that Dravid
would be biased towards the players of CSK,
the IPL franchise owned by his employers,
India Cements, would amount to blasphemy.
That’s where the players and fans misunder-
stand the concept of conflict of interest.

BCCT’s ethics officer, former SC Judge D K
Jain, inadetailed order that restricts Ganguly
to just one BCCI post, has aline that should be
read out repeatedly to those who get pained
when reminded of the possibility of them
availing personal benefits because of their of-
ficial position.

“Generally speaking, the concept of
Conflict of Interest is not necessarily a ques-
tion about something one does or intends to
do but a question of what one could do,” Jain
writes. It's not about judging an individual, it
is about understanding the scope of his

fair game

power. So, maybe, Ganguly wouldn’t influ-
ence the curator at Eden or Dravid would
never even think of pushing CSK players but
in the days to come, someone in these pow-
erful positions can.

Institutions aren’t governed by rules
meant for a handful of conscientious individ-
uals, they need to factor in the worst rule-ben-
ders. While aspiring to put in place a set of
principles that are over-arching, if the consti-
tution is a shade idealistic, so be it. There are
lessons to be learnt from the past.

Siding with the players, the CoA has often
lamented about the serious dearth of players
with stature while explaining why the same
set of cricketers end up being on important
committees, commentary panels or even in
IPL dug outs. It’s a flawed idea since this has
resulted in the concentration of power in a
few hands, which is at the core of Indian
cricket’s biggest crisis for the last three years.

When Lalit Modi went selling the IPL fran-
chise more than a decade back, there were
few takers of this untested format. Modi
would rope in family and friends. The BCCI
would strike out the “conflict of interest”
clause from the constitution, allowing N
Srinivasan to have commercial interests in
cricket by way of pocketing an IPL team.
Again, power rested in a few important hands.
This inadvertently laid the foundation of the
Indian Parivar League, where there was al-
ways an uncle, a father or a father-in-law that
could be trusted to bail one out if caught
pulling a fast one.

Based on the findings by Justice R M
Lodha, the SC called the amendment of the
“conflict of interest” clause, the true villain of
the piece. That's why Lodha wanted an ex-
tensive background check for those wanting
to be under the BCCI umbrella. The recent
cases of cricket corruption in franchise T20
leagues have shown that the sharks are out
there waiting to sneak into the system.

So, however much the players want, the
new rule book can’t have a conflict of inter-
est clause with an asterisk at the start and a
fine print below that reads: Tendulkar, Dravid,
Ganguly, Laxman and all others with Test bat-
ting averages of 50 and more exempted, since
we know they can do no wrong.

sandeep.dwivedi@expressindia.com

ON NRC, ARE WE LISTENING?

Supporters and opposers must engage each other with empathy

MINAKSHI BURAGOHAIN

IN HIS ARTICLE ‘Fakir in the detention camp’
(IE, September 9), S Gopalakrishnan argues
that an administrative register based on ma-
terial proof of origin won’t be able to record
the nuances of the cultural roots of aland and
its people. While it is true that an administra-
tive register cannot be the base of identity, his
views reflect only on one side of the story.
The National Register of Citizens (NRC)
has evoked considerable discussion, and two
persistent lines of argument have occupied
centrestage: One that opposes the NRC tooth
and nail; the other, appeals to look at the his-
tory and conditions leading up to the NRC.
The first line of argument comes from main-
stream civil society members who have crit-
icised it, primarily on three fronts. The first s
on the lines of “Hindutva”. The NRC came to
be seen as a case of “xenophobia” against
Assam’s Muslims in the light of the
Citizenship Amendment Bill of 2016.
However, this argument couldn’t sustain ow-
ing to the fact that the people of Assam have
been protesting against “illegal immigration”
not because of religion but on grounds of cul-
ture and geography. The Hindutva argument
has been followed by another line of argu-
ment which looks at the global precarity of
labour created by globalisation. Itis based on
the fact that globalisation benefits from the
vulnerability of labour. Now, after the release
of the final list, around 19 lakh people have

Members of the civil society,
instead of clinging to
drastically different
viewpoints, need to discuss
the next concrete steps that
need to be taken: The
objective should be to solve
the issue in a humane way
instead of sitting in their
respective cocoons and
arguing out their cases. It is
also important to note that
while deportation is not an
option, we need to work out
viable solutions.

OCTOBER 4, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

JANATA-CONGRESS PACT
THE POSSIBILITY OF a secret electoral under-
standing between the Janata Party and the
Congress (I) is not ruled out at least in one
state, Kerala. The possibility will become a
certainty once analliance is forged between
the state’s ruling alliance and the Marxists.
Asecretary of the state Janata party said that
everyone was of the view that it should try to
secure more representation in the Lok Sabha
even if it meant an understanding with the
Congress (I). Interestingly, he disclosed, this
view is held by the members of the erstwhile
Jana Sangh more than any other group. Their
main objective is to array all possible forces
against the CPM, which they regard as a

been left out of it and they have to appeal to
the Foreigners’ Tribunal in order for their case
tobe reconsidered: The excluded people will
be given 120 days to file an appeal before the
Tribunal. Finally, there is the issue of the com-
position of those Foreigners’ Tribunals as well
as their capacity to solve those issues.

Another argument has surfaced, primarily
from the civil society of Assam — who have
been making appeals to understand the his-
tory and conditions leading to the NRC, condi-
tions over which the Assamese hardly have
control. They have also been pointing towards
multiple layers of the issue while challenging
the “ready made” structures which most of us
use. Though there have been attempts at hi-
jacking the process by a few politically moti-
vated groups, yet, when it comes to sharing re-
sponsibility, people from the “mainland” can
nolonger afford to stay aloof from the concerns
of scarce resources and land. Hiren Gohain, the
renowned scholar, has pointed out that the
NRC process was impersonal and its machine-
like operation pre-empted the targeting of any
particular community. While there may have
been errors, he added, the allegations of bias
are unfounded. One also needs to understand
the colonial roots whereby migration from East
Bengal took place in the early decades of the
20th century, and the conditions that led to
1971 being set as the cut-off year to verify cit-
izenship in Assam.

prime enemy.

MP FAMINE

FAMINE MAY BE faraway in Madhya Pradesh
but vultures have already arrived — vultures
in human form, who feed on human misery.
The politicians are trying to make political
capital out of “the worst drought of the cen-
tury”, which has been officially compared to
the great famine of 1896. Labour contractors
are exploiting cheap labour. Traders and
hoarders, largely responsible for the sky-
rocketing prices, are making huge profits. In
response, some bureaucrats are planning for-
eign tour to “negotiate” the purchase of
drought-fighting equipment.

Whose voices are we to listen to? We have
to start by acknowledging that there has been
an attempt to hijack the entire process by a
few politically motivated groups. Yet, the
many nuances of the problem need to be un-
derstood. Added to these nuances is another
complexity: The 19 lakh people who have
been excluded from the list. If rumours about
detention camps being built are true, we need
to not remain silent, and be vocal about it in-
stead — something like a detention camp
evokes unpleasant, inhuman images that we
have only read about in our history books.

Members of the civil society, instead of
clinging to drastically different viewpoints,
need to discuss the next concrete steps that
need to be taken: The objective should be to
solve the issue in a humane way instead of sit-
ting in their respective cocoons and arguing
out their cases. Itis also important to note that
while deportation is not an option, we need
towork out viable solutions. If we are looking
for aworkers’ permit, what would be the na-
ture of that permit? If those excluded are to
be settled in the country, then let not Assam
bear the pressure alone, all the other states
should come forward. And before all of these,
itisimportant to frame a few common mini-
mum points of agreement.

The writer is assistant professor, IP College for
Women, University of Delhi

ONGC STRIKE

THE THREATENED COUNTRY-WIDE agita-
tion by the officers and workmen of the Qil
and Natural Gas Commission, beginning
with mass casual leave on October 9 and
strike from October 15, was deferred follow-
ing “negotiations” between the officials’ as-
sociation leaders and the petroleum minis-
ter, A Bala Parjanor. President of ONGC
Association of Scientific and Technical
Officers, A K Dixit, told newsmen that an
agreement on their long-standing demands
including retaining the existing pattern of
dearness allowance and implementation of
the newly-revised personnel policy, was
reached at their talks with Parjanor.



