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Maoists kill two
policemen in Jharkhand
RANCHI (JHARKHAND)

Two police personnel were
killed on Friday when Maoists
opened fire on security forces
in Ranchi district, a police
officer said.

NORTH » PAGE 5

Cong. issues show-cause
notice to party MLA
LUCKNOW

The Congress on Friday
issued a show-cause notice to
its Rae Bareli MLA Aditi Singh
after she defied the party
whip and attended a special
36-hour session of the U.P.
Assembly.
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Grey Line
opens to
passengers

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELH

Union Minister Hardeep Pu-
ri and Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday inaugu-
rated the Delhi Metro’s
Dwarka-Najafgarh corridor,
also called the Grey Line.

With the opening of the
approximately 4.3 km-long
corridor, the Delhi Metro’s
operational network has
now expanded to 389.35
km with 285 stations, in-
cluding the Aqua Line and
the Rapid Metro.

Passenger operations on
the new corridor, which
has three stations — Najaf-
garh, Nangli and Dwarka
(interchange with Blue
Line), started at 5 p.m. on
Friday. The Najafgarh sta-
tion will be the longest
stand-alone underground
station in the whole net-
work. Commuters will be
able to change to Blue Line
via an 80-metre passage-
way at the Dwarka station.

Mr. Puri said, “The
DMRC network is one of the
most comprehensive and in
terms of distance covered,
one of the most successful
urban transport systems in
the world and the attempt
is to compare it with metro
systems in New York, Lon-
don and Moscow.”

DETAILS ON » PAGE 2

Central bank’s 25 bps rate cut
leaves market disappointed

FY20 GDP forecast revised down to 6.1% from 6.9% due to slowing growth

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) delivered another rate
cut on Friday — the fifth in as
many policy review meet-
ings to boost a slowing eco-
nomy. However, it failed to
cheer the market, which was
betting on a bigger rate
reduction.

The six-member mone-
tary policy committee (MPC)
decided to cut interest rates
by 25 basis points (bps) to
5.1%, with five members vot-
ing in favour of the quantum
and R.H. Dholakia for a 40
bps cut (100 bps = 1 percen-
tage point). “The MPC also
decided to continue with an
accommodative stance as
long as it is necessary to re-
vive growth, while ensuring
that inflation remains within
the target,” the RBI said.

Free fall

The RBI made another rate cut on Friday, the fifth in as
many policy review meetings, to boost a slowing economy
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The central bank also re-  7.2% from 7.4%.

vised its growth forecast for
the current financial sharply,
from 6.9% projected in the
August policy, to 6.1%.
Growth forecast for the first
quarter of the next financial
year was also trimmed to

Inflation forecast for the
second half of FY20 has
been retained at 3.5-3.7%.

“Noting that the output
gap has widened since its
last meeting, the MPC was of
the view that the continuing

Shooting down of Mi-17 was a
big mistake, admits IAF chief

Action will be taken against two officers: ACM Bhadauria

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Indian Air Force (IAF)
Mi-17 helicopter crash on Fe-
bruary 27 in Kashmir was
caused by friendly fire and
was a “big mistake”, Air
Chief Marshal (ACM) R.K.S.
Bhadauria said on Friday.
The crash claimed the
lives of all six personnel on
board and one civilian on
the ground. “The Court of
Inquiry (Col) into the acci-
dent completed its work last
week... Disciplinary action
will be taken against two of-
ficers involved in the crash,”

Air Chief Marshal R.K.S.
Bhadauria in New Delhi
on Friday. =R..MOORTHY

said ACM Bhadauria, who
took over as the 26th Air
chief on September 30 from
B.S. Dhanoa.

Those who lost their lives
would be declared battle ca-

sualties, he added at his first
annual press conference as
the Chief of the Air Staff,
ahead of the Air Force Day.
On the morning of Febru-
ary 27, as fighter jets of India
and Pakistan were engaged
in a dogfight over the Naush-
era sector, a day after the Ba-
lakot airstrike, the Mi-17
crashed in Budgam shortly
after take-off from Srinagar.
The Col confirmed that it
was shot by the Israeli-origin
ground-based Spyder sur-
face-to-air missile system of
the IAF.
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

slowdown warrants intensi-
fied efforts to restore the
growth momentum... As
long as the growth momen-
tum remains as it is and till
the growth is revived, the
RBI will continue to remain
in an accommodative
mode,” RBI Governor Shakti-
kanta Das said in the post-
policy interaction with the
media.

The rate cut comes after
GDP growth for the first
quarter of the current finan-
cial year plunged to a 25-
quarter low of 5%. Between
February and now, the cen-
tral bank has reduced the
policy rate by 135 bps.
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Water, water everywhere...: Social workers distributing
drinking water to residents of Rajendra Nagar in Patna on
Friday. Pumps have been deployed to drain water from last
week's torrential rainfall, which killed 73. =raNnJEET kUMAR

The Hindu has launched
a personalised, ad-free
version of its app for
Android users as part
of its subscription
offerings. Readers can
access the app and

the website through

a common login after
signing up.

A metered pay wall
has been introduced on
the website that allows
free access to ten articles
a month for those who
have not signed up.

Subscribers will
have unlimited access
to enhanced digital
offerings and a ‘My
Stories’ section tailored
to individual preferences
as also to the “Today’s
Paper’ compilation.

For subscription, log
on to subscription.
thehindu.com or
download/upgrade
The Hindu app on the
Google Play Store.

Editor,
The Hindu

49 booked for sedition for anti-lynching letter

Celebrities had written to PM Modi in July, voicing concern over incidents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI/
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A case of alleged sedition has
been registered in Bihar’s
Muzaffarpur against 49 cele-
brities, including Ramchan-
dra Guha, Aparna Sen, Mani
Ratnam and Adoor Gopalak-
rishnan, who had expressed
concern in an open letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over growing incidents
of mob lynching.

Mr. Gopalakrishnan
termed the decision “unbe-
lievable”.

Addressing mediapersons
on the sidelines of the re-
lease of an Islamic encyclo-
paedia on Friday, he said the

296 lakh compensation awarded to family of ASI

Tribunal rejects insurer’s claim that rash driving caused policeman’s death

NIRNIMESH KUMAR
NEW DELHI

A Motor Accident Claims Tri-
bunal here has ordered an in-
surance company to pay
%96.17 lakh to the wife of a
Delhi Police ASI who was
killed in a road accident in
2018.

According to the claim pe-
tition, a dumper had hit the
car of the policeman, Mam-
chand Tomar, from behind

when he was driving to Gha-
ziabad. A day after the acci-
dent, Tomar succumbed to
the injuries at a hospital.

The petitioners, Tomar’s
wife and their five children,
had sought a compensation of
1.2 crore, submitting that he
was earning 357,819 per
month at the time of the acci-
dent. But the Presiding Offic-
er of the Tribunal, S.S. Malho-
tra, fixed the amount at 396.17

India’s first e-waste clinic to come
up in Madhya Pradesh capital

Central Pollution Control Board to offer technical support

STAFF REPORTER
BHOPAL

The Bhopal Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) and the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) have joined hands to
set up the country’s first e-
waste clinic here, that would
enable segregation, process-
ing and disposal of waste
from both household and
commercial units.

After inspecting the gar-
bage and plastic recovery
centres in Bhanpur here,
CPCB officials discussed the
clinic with BMC officials. A
three-month pilot project,
the clinic, if successful,
would be replicated elsewh-
ere in the country.

“Electronic waste will be
collected door-to-door or
could be deposited directly at
the clinic in exchange for a
fee. The CPCB will provide
technical support at the un-
it,” BMC Additional Commis-
sioner Rajesh Rathore told

CcM
K

Hazardous waste will be sent to Bengaluru for recycling. =
FILE PHOTO

The Hindu.

At present, there was no
estimate of the quantity of
electronic waste generated in
the city, he added. “Hazar-
dous waste will be sent to
Bengaluru for recycling,” he
said.

Door-to-door  collection
will happen in two ways.
Either separate carts for the
collection of e-waste will be
designed, or separate bins

will be attached to existing

ones meant for solid and wet
waste. The clinic is being con- :
. for appearance.

ceived in compliance with

the Solid Waste Management
¢ Mr. Kumar’s petition, argu-

Rules, 2016.

In the absence of a safe dis-
i ed to the summonses issued
. over the past few weeks.

posal mechanism, electronic
waste at present is being dis-
posed of along with other
waste, said Mr. Rathore. “A

suitable site for the unit is yet
: bond of Rs.50,000. Accord-

to be identified,” he added.

lakh, inclusive of the interest
at 9% from the date of filing of
the petition, after calculating
the victim’s monthly salary as
352,037 after deducting in-
come tax.

Opposing the claim, the in-
surance company submitted
that the accident had hap-
pened due to rash and negli-
gent driving on the part of the
policeman. But the Tribunal
rejected the argument.

{ SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

i The Central Bureau of Inves-
¢ tigation on Friday filed a
¢ special leave petition in the
¢ Supreme Court challenging
¢ the Calcutta High Court's or-
¢ der granting anticipatory
. bail to former Kolkata Police
¢ chief Rajeev Kumar in the
: Saradha chit fund scam
: case.

Giving relief to the IPS of-

¢ ficer, the High Court had ob-
¢ served that his custodial in-
: terrogation
¢ required. The court also
¢ said that the CBI could ques-

was not

tion him, provided it gave a
48-hour prior notice to him

The agency had opposed

ing that he had not respond-

In its order, the High

Court also directed Mr. Ku-

mar to furnish a personal

Mr. Malhotra said that the :
insurance company has not :
shown any evidence to prove :
that the victim was driving in :
a rash and negligent manner. :
“The allegations levelled in :
the written statement, how-
soever strong they may be, :
cannot take place of proof... :
Since the insurance company :
has no statutory defence, it is :
liable to pay compensation to :

the petitioners,” he said.

-CBI'moves SC against
bail to Rajeev Kumar

HC had said no to custodial interrogation

Rajeev Kumar

ingly, after about 20 days,
he made a public appea-
rance on Thursday to com-
plete the formalities in a city
court.

The Saradha group of
companies allegedly duped
lakhs of people to the tune
of Rs.2,500 crore, promis-
ing higher rates of return on
their investments.

Mr. Kumar was part of the
Special Investigation Team
set up by the West Bengal
government for probing the
scam before the Supreme
Court handed over the case
to the CBI in 2014, along
with other chit fund cases.

(With inputs from PTI)

The letter raised

apprehension
over mob lynchings of
the poor. Will they kill
aman who has power
and force him to chant
Jai Shri Ram?

Using Rama’s
name as a
killing cry is
terrible

ADOOR
GOPALAKRISHNAN,
FILMMAKER

letter was written by respon-
sible citizens who visualised
the nation as a democracy
with space for plural
opinions.

He reiterated that they

could not be branded anti-
national just because they
did not agree with the go-
vernment. “We are still a de-
mocracy and every citizen
has the right to write to
those in power, up to the
President,” he said.

The letter, he said, had
raised apprehension over
mob lynchings of the poor.
“Will they kill a man who has
power and force him to
chant Jai Shri Ram?” Using
Rama’s name as a “killing
cry” was terrible, he said.

“Instead of taking action
on the issues raised in the
letter, there was a propped-
up petition by people who
outnumbered us,” he said.

He said any responsible
government would have ta-
ken action on the issue high-
lighted in the letter. Instead,
there had been a dozen such
cases of people being killed.
The lynchings, he alleged,
increased as the perpetra-
tors knew no one would get
punished. “Each of them de-
serves to be punished, even
with capital punishment,”
the wellknown filmaker said.

On the allegation that the
letter tarnished the coun-
try's image, Mr. Gopalakrish-
nan asked if the lynchings,
which were reported around
the world, did not bring a
bad name to the country.
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In a first, U.S. lawmakers take a
step against India on Kashmir

Senate panel makes appeal to end ‘humanitarian crisis’ in the State

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

In what could become the
first step towards legislative
action by American lawmak-
ers against India on the situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir,
the United States Senate
Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions has added an appeal to
end what it calls a “humani-
tarian crisis” in Kashmir in
its report ahead of the an-
nual Foreign Appropriations
Act for 2020.

The amendment was pro-
posed by Senator Chris Van
Hollen, who visited Delhi
this week as a part of a con-
gressional delegation that
discussed the Kashmir situa-
tion as well as India-US bilat-
eral relations, trade ties and
defence purchases with key
officials.

‘Restore communication’
According to the report,
which was submitted to the
Senate by Lindsey Graham,
senior Senator and key Re-
publican leader known for
his close ties to President Do-
nald Trump, the committee
on Appropriations “notes
with concern the current hu-
manitarian crisis in Kashmir
and calls on the Government
of India to: fully restore tele-
communications and Inter-
net services; lift its lockdown
and curfew; and release indi-
viduals detained pursuant to
the Government's revocation
of Article 370 of the Indian
constitution.”

What makes the report as

Senator Chris Van Hollen
visited Delhi this week as a
part of a delegation that
discussed the Kashmir
situation. =GETTY IMAGES

well as the tough language
on Kashmir more startling is
that the document was sub-
mitted on September 26,
while Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was still in the US,
and came just a few days af-
ter his joint address at the
‘Howdy, Modi!” event in
Houston with Mr. Trump, as
well as their bilateral meet-
ing in New York.

Expression of concern
“This amendment, which
was accepted unanimously
by the bipartisan committee,
is a strong expression of con-
cern by the Senate about the
situation in Kashmir and
sends the signal that we are
closely monitoring the hu-
man rights situation there,
and would like to see the Go-
vernment of India take those
concerns seriously,” Mr. Van
Hollen told The Hindu here,
adding that he had “hoped to
share his concerns privately”
with Prime Minister Modi,
but had not been able to
meet him.

Mr. Van Hollen had met
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar in Washing-
ton last week and Senator
Bob Menendez, also a part of
the delegation, met with
Commerce and Industries
Minister Piyush Goyal this
week in Delhi. Both Senators
have made public statements
in the last two months on the
Kashmir situation.

Denied permission

While it is unclear whether
their concerns over Kashmir
elicited any responses from
the government, The Hindu
has learnt that Senator Van
Hollen was rebuffed when
requested permission to visit
Srinagar in an effort to assess
the situation on the ground.

When asked, MEA officials
said the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs handled such requests.
No diplomat or foreign jour-
nalist has yet been given
clearance to visit Kashmir
since the government’s deci-
sion on Article 370 on August
5.

Speaking at the World
Economic Forum’s India
Economic Summit in Delhi
on Friday, Mr. Jaishankar
said many key decision-mak-
ers in the US had been “mis-
informed by their media”
and that he had spent con-
siderable efforts in the past
few weeks to clear miscon-
ceptions on the govern-
ment’s decision to drop the
“temporary” Article 370.

(With inputs from
Sriram Lakshman)
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