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The Supreme Court on Fri
day  asked  the  parties  in
volved  in  a  plea  seeking
permission  to  rebuild  the
Guru  Ravidas  temple  in
Tughlaqabad  forest  area
here to come back to it with
an  amicable  solution  on  a
better location. 

It  posted  the  matter  for
further hearing on October
18. The temple was demol
ished by the Delhi Develop
ment  Authority  following
the  court’s  direction.  The
top  court  said  it  respects
everybody’s sentiments but
the law has to be followed.

A Bench comprising jus
tices Arun Mishra and S. Ra
vindra  Bhat  said  Attorney
General K. K. Venugopal is
also  appearing  in  the  case
and all parties can hold dis
cussion to fi��nd an amicable
solution  on  a  better  loca
tion where the temple can
be built.

‘Amicable solution’
“You fi��nd an amicable solu
tion  and  come  back  to  us.
Any day we can pass the or
der.  We  respect  the  senti
ments of everybody on the
earth but we have to follow

the law,” the Bench said. 
The  court  had  earlier

questioned  the  maintaina
bility of a plea asking as to
how could  it  entertain  the
petition fi��led under Article
32 of the Constitution seek
ing permission to construct
a temple demolished on its
orders.

Two petitioners
The  petition  fi��led  by  two
former members of Parlia
ment — Ashok Tanwar and
Pradeep  Jain Aditya — had
sought  enforcement  of
their  right  to  worship
which,  they  alleged,  “was
being  denied  to  them  due
to demolition” of  the  tem
ple  and  ‘Samadhi’  in
Tughlaqabad.

The  former  parliamen
tarians had said that several

facts were suppressed dur
ing the hearing of a suit be
fore  the apex court  for  re
moval of encroachment of
surrounding areas.

Their  counsel  had  sub
mitted that there were over
six crore followers of Guru
Ravidas  and  they  have  a
fundamental  right  to  wor

ship at the said place.
On  August  27,  the  two

former  parliamentarians
from  the  Congress  party
had moved the apex court
seeking  its  nod  to  recon
struct the temple, saying it
is a pious  site and prayers
were held there for the last
500600 years. 

Ravidas temple row: apex court tells
parties to suggest better location 
Court says it respects everyone’s sentiments; posts matter for hearing on Oct. 18
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Delhi  Pradesh  Congress
Committee (DPCC) work
ing  president  Rajesh  Li
lothia  on  Friday  wel
comed  the  Supreme
Court’s  directive  that  all
parties concerned should
meet the Attorney Gener
al to fi��nd a satisfactory so
lution to the Guru Ravidas
Temple issue.

Mr. Lilothia had fi��led a
petition  against  the  DDA
for demolishing the tem
ple  in  SC  and  said  the
court’s  decision  was  a
great relief. He had sought

relief  for  permission  to
pray at the holy site until
the temple is reconstruct
ed and also restoration of
the idols at the holy site.
“The  demolition  of  this
sacred  temple  has  hurt
crores of followers across
the countries and world
wide, who were never in
formed by the authorities
before  this  demolition,”
Mr. Lilothia said.

He  added  that  the
court must take strict ac
tion  against  all  offi��cials
who desecrated  the holy
place without any specifi��c
orders.

Congress welcomes
top court’s directives 
Special Correspondent
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Traffi��c movement on
IGNOU Road restricted 
NEW DELHI

Traffic movement on IGNOU

road is restricted till October

17 due to the construction of

manholes, the Delhi Jal

Board informed on Friday.

“The traffic movement

between MB Road and Z

Morh will be restricted from

October 3 to 17. Vehicles

going towards MB Road from

IGNOU Road are advised to

take diversion to the

Paryavaran complex and to

Carriappa Marg to Sainik

Farm. “Inconvenience caused

to the public is deeply

regretted,” an official

statement read. 

IN BRIEF

Chain snatcher held after
police encounter in Noida 
NOIDA

A man was arrested following

an encounter with police while

he was trying to flee after

allegedly snatching a woman’s

gold chain here on Friday, said

officials. Two motorcycle-

borne assailants snatched the

chain of the victim, a resident

of Garhi Chaukhandi, at 1 p.m.,

they said. “The snatchers were

chased to Sector 117. They

opened fire on the police

team, which retaliated. One of

the accused, identified as

Pradeep, got shot in his leg

and was held, while the other,

Kallu, managed to flee,” an

officer said. SSP(Gautam

Buddh Nagar) Vaibhav Krishna

said the motorcycle, used in

the commission of crime, was

stolen from Burari. 

Gearing  up  for  the  smog
that engulfs Delhi after Di
wali  and  when  farmers  in
neighbouring States start to
burn  stubble, Chief Minis
ter Arvind Kejriwal on Fri
day began a public consul
tation  exercise  on
Change.org  seeking  con
structive  ideas  from  citi
zens to tackle pollution. 

“As  part  of  this  public
consultation  exercise
called  #FightingPollution
Together,  Mr.  Kejriwal
signed up as a verifi��ed deci
sionmaker on Change.org
and reached out to people
with  an  emotional  appeal
to  work  handinhand  to
address the problem of pol
lution  in  the  city,”  the  go
vernment stated. 

‘Clear skies’
Speaking  about  the  initia
tive, Mr. Kejriwal said: “We
have  all  seen  astonishing
views of clear skies in Delhi
in the past few days and we
know  that  it  is  possible  to
retain these clear skies, like
any other global city, if the
government  and  citizens
jointly fi��nd solutions to Del
hi’s pollution woes.” 

He told Delhiites that the
government  has  started

work on the Winter Action
Plan  and  would  like  feed
back  and  suggestions  on
how  the  government  and
the citizens can collaborate
in the mission to keep Del
hi’s air clean. 

Air masks and more
The government has alrea
dy  announced  a  seven
point  action  plan,  includ
ing  introducing  the  odd
even  scheme,  distributing
highquality air masks, or
ganising a lasershow to ce
lebrate  Diwali  without
crackers, regular sweeping
and watering of roads to re
move  dust  and  more  pa
trolling  to stop burning of
leaves.

CM appeals to public for
ideas to tackle pollution 
‘Work started on Winter Action Plan’

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The government has already
announced a seven-point
action plan, including
introducing the odd-even
scheme, to control
pollution. *

Expressing displeasure ov
er  “fi��ght”  between  the
monitoring  committee  on
sealing  of  unauthorised
structures  in  Delhi  and  a
special task force (STF), set
up to oversee enforcement
of laws on illegal construc
tion  and  removal  of  en
croachments, the Supreme
Court Friday said it is “not
a good state of aff��airs”.

The two committees are
“obstructing”  each  other
and it cannot permit things
to go on like this, the apex
court said. “We are telling
you frankly that this is not
a good  state  of  aff��airs.  It
should not be like this. It is
not  a  good  situation,”  a
Bench of justices Arun Mis
hra  and  Deepak  Gupta
said.

“The  two  committees
are  fi��ghting  and  obstruct
ing each other,” the bench
said,  adding,  “We  cannot
permit things to go on like
this.  We  are  most  unhap
py”. 

The  Bench  also  ob
served that authorities are
fi��ghting  over  the  adminis
tration  of  Delhi  and  there
was  no  coordination
among them. 

Fight between
monitoring
panel and STF
not good: SC
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A 30yearold man fell sick
after a shopkeeper alleged
ly by mistake sold him acid
instead of water in East Del
hi’s  Mandawali,  the  police
said on Friday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (East) Jasmeet Singh
said  the  victim  has  been
identifi��ed  as  Vinay  from
west Vinod Nagar. 

The 58yearold accused
has been arrested, he said. 

The  incident  occurred
on  Monday  at  9.30  op.m.
when Vinay and his friend
Shahbaz went to buy a bot
tle of water from a grocery
store. 

The shopkeeper handed
them  a  plastic  bottle  and
when  the  two  reached
home, Vinay took a sip and

immediately fell ill. 
He was rushed to Lal Ba

hadur  Shastri  Hospital
where  the doctors  said he
had  drunk  a  toxic  sub
stance instead of water. 

Vinay was discharged af
ter  undergoing  treatment
for three days.

Selling without license
During investigation, it was
allegedly revealed that the
accused  was  selling  acid
without license inside plas
tic bottles, which looked si
milar to water bottles.

A case  has  been  regis
tered  under  Sections  284
(negligent  conduct  with
respect  to  poisonous  sub
stance) and 326A (volunta
rily  causing  grievous  hurt
by use of acid) at Mandawa
li police station. 

Shopkeeper has been arrested: police

Staff Reporter 

New Delhi

Man unwell after drinking
acid sold in water bottle

A 1971  war  veteran  was
robbed of ₹��40,000 allegedly
by  two  women  inside  an
ATM kiosk  in south Delhi’s
Hauz  Khas,  the  police  said
on Friday.

On Thursday, at 1.45 pm,
when  Captain  (Retd.)  N.K.
Mahajan  was  at  an  ATM
kiosk  in  Kaushalaya  Park
when  he  was  targeted  by
two women, they said. 

In the CCTV footage, the
victim can be seen entering
the ATM kiosk while the two
women follow him. 

He  even  asked  them  to
stay but they refused to lis
ten, he alleged. 

When  he  was  withdraw
ing money, the accused re
mained inside when one of

them  initiated  a  conversa
tion with him. 

Meanwhile, the other ac
cused managed to steal the
money from his pocket and
left the spot. 

“A  case  has  been  regis
tered.  We  have  identifi��ed
the  suspects  and  they  will
be arrested soon,” said De
puty Commissioner of Pol
ice  (South)  Atul  Kumar
Thakur.

No guard present
The  victim  said  there  was
no guard at the spot. 

“I  was  helpless  thinking
that  I  cannot  do  anything
more to keep them outside
and  so  I  went  ahead  with
my transaction,” Mr. Maha
jan  stated.  Following  this,
the  women  asked  me  if
there is any problem. 

“That  is  when  one  of
them stole the money from
my pocket. I had taken out
the  money  a  few  minutes
ago from a bank,” he added.

Accused engaged him in conversation, stole money; manhunt on
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CCTV footage shows the
women standing behind the
victim inside the kisok.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

War veteran robbed of ₹��40,000
inside ATM kiosk in Hauz Khas

A homeless man was killed
when he was hit by a bus in
Sarai  Rohilla  on  Thursday
morning,  the  police  said.
DCP (North) Monika Bhard
waj said the victim has not
been identifi��ed. 

A vagabond,  Rishipal,
said  at  7  a.m.,  the  victim
was going towards Vaishno
Mata temple when a bushit

the man and sped off��. “He
was  shifted  to  Hindu  Rao
Hospital where he was de
clared  brought  dead,”  Ms.
Bhardwaj said.

“CCTV  footage  is  being
checked  to  ascertain  the
identity  of  the  driver  and
the bus. A case has been re
gistered under Sections 279
(rash and negligent driving)
and 304A (causing death by
negligence) of the IPC,” the

offi��cer said.
In another incident, a 26

yearold  man  identifi��ed  as
Parul  was  killed  when  a
truck hit him in Netaji Sub
hash  Place  on  Friday.  The
police  said  the  victim  was
rushed to a nearby hospital
where  he  was  declared
brought  dead.  Manhunt  is
on  for  the  accused  driver
who  left  the  truck  at  the
spot, the police added. 

Homeless man killed by speeding bus

In another incident, a truck mowed down a man; probe on
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Four private schools here on
Friday  were  penalised  for
violating law related to regu
lation of fees and availability
of books, the Gautam Budd
ha  Nagar  administration
said.

The action was  taken by
the District Fees Regulatory
Committee, chaired by Dis
trict Magistrate B.N. Singh,
under  the  Uttar  Pradesh
SelfFinanced  Independent
Schools  (Fee  Regulation)
Act, 2018.

Modern School, Ryan In
ternational  and  Ramagya
School  were  slapped  a  pe
nalty  of  ₹��50,000  each,
while Billabong School was
penalised  ₹��25,000  by  the

committee,  an  administra
tion  spokesperson  said.
Books  for  Billabong  fran
chise schools were not avail
able anywhere in the market
and were being exclusively
sold by them, in violation of
the  law,  the  spokesperson
said.

Ryan International school
in Noida Extension did not
provide  details  on  fees
structure  despite  multiple
notices and hence attracted
the action, the offi��cial said.
The Gautam Buddha Nagar
administration  had  in  June
imposed  a  penalty  of  ₹��8.3
lakh  on  17  private  schools
for  charging  excessive  fees
under the same law brought
in last year for regulation of
fees in private schools. 

Four private schools
fi��ned over fees, books
Press Trust of India
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A 46yearold  man  was  ar
rested on Friday for alleged
ly  sending  a  hoax  bomb
threat message to a teacher
of  Kendriya  Vidyalaya,  the
police said on Friday.

Shariq  Akhtar,  who
works  as  a  liaison  agent  in
the school  for  the past fi��ve
years,  said  he  wanted  to
take revenge on an acquain
tance for a twoyearold mo
ney dispute. Akhtar used ac
quaintance's ID to buy a SIM
card. 

The  teacher  received  a
WhatsApp message from an
unidentifi��ed number that a

bomb  was  planted  in  the
school.  The  police  and
bomb  disposal  squad  per
sonnel immediately reached
the spot. The students and
staff��  were  moved  out.  Ho
wever, no bomb was found,
an offi��cer said.

“With the help of techni
cal surveillance, Akhtar was
arrested,”  said  DCP  (New
Delhi) Eish Singhal. During
interrogation, he confessed
to  have  sent  the  message.
The mobile phone has been
recovered and probe is un
der way to know how he ob
tained a SIM card on the ID
of the other person, the pol
ice added.

Man arrested for sending 
hoax bomb threat to teacher
Staff Reporter

New Delhi


