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The Silence of Shahjahanpur

In that, lies a story. Of a town reliant on a former Union minister’s

educational institutions, of people not unaware of what it might hide.

PMJAY, first
year: 90,000

cancer claims,
TN tops list

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

IN ITS first year, the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY), the tertiary care arm of
Ayushman Bharat, has funded the
treatment of 90,000 cancer pa-
tients through 1.8 lakh hospital
admissions.

Thisisaccording to data avail-
able with the Union Health
Ministry, which also show that
every year there are 11.57 lakh
new cancer patients in India and
7.84 lakh cancer deaths. At any
given point, there are 22.5 lakh
Indians living with cancer.

Tamil Nadu, with 40,056
cases, tops the state where the
most cancer patients availed
treatment under PMJAY, followed
by Kerala (22,000), Madhya
Pradesh (19,455), Chhattisgarh
(15,997) and Gujarat (14,380).

Officials say the figures reflect
not just cancer incidence in these
states but also the availability of
treatment facilities and how well
PMJAY is performing in these
states. The cancer care claims un-
der PMJAY show a steeprise over
the past year. In September 2018
— the scheme was launched on
the 23rd of that month — there
were just 906 hospitalisation
claims across the country for can-
cer. In September 2019, the fig-
ure was 87,382.

The National Health Authority
(NHA) has so far sanctioned Rs
321 crore for cancer care. Of the
total cancer packages claimed,
30,376 are for cancer of the repro-
ductive system such as the cervix,
ovary, testes etc.
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India, Bangladesh sign security, trade
deals, speak in one voice on terror

Discussion on
NRC along
same lines as
in NY meeting

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER S

INDIA AND Bangladesh took
steps to expand and strengthen
their bilateral relationship for
mutual benefit Saturday, agree-
ing on the setting up of a coastal
surveillance radar system, use of
two Bangladeshi ports for move-
ment of goods between the
countries, supply of Bangladeshi
cooking gas for India’s
Northeastern states, and the lift-
ing of water for drinking from a
transnational river in Tripura.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met the visiting Prime
Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh
Hasina in New Delhi — the sec-
ond bilateral meeting between
the two leaders after their talks
in New York on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly on
September 27.

The two sides signed seven
pacts, and the Prime Ministers
jointly inaugurated by remote
control three high-impact com-
munity development projects.
The two countries have now
started 12 such projects in the
past one year alone.

After his meeting with
Hasina, Modi said that India ac-
cords priority to its partnership
with Bangladesh. “We are proud
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Come Oct 11, four Kochi apartment complexes will be brought

down as the SC goes by the letter on stringent coastal rules.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in New Delhi, Saturday. Tashi Tobgyal

Opportunity
® intheEast

EXPLAINED

BANGLADESH HAS
emerged as the good news
story for India among its
neighbours, and an anti-
thesis of India’s western
neighbour, Pakistan.
Bangladesh’s galloping
growth engine promises
prospects of mutual
benefits.

29 protesters held, prohibitory
orders around Mumbai’s Aarey

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 5

THE MUMBAI Police arrested 29
people and imposed prohibitory
orders in and around Aarey
Colony Saturday, where protest-
ers camped for 24 hours to pre-
vent the felling of trees for a
metro car shed.

The felling began Friday
night, hours after the Bombay
High Court dismissed four peti-
tions challenging the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation permission to cut
2,646 trees on 33 hectares of
land at Aarey for the construc-
tion of a Metro Line 3 rake depot.

Police said between 100
and 200 protesters gathered at
the Picnic Point in Aarey
Colony between 8.30 pm and
11 pm Saturday after news
spread that trees were being
cut at the site acquired by the
Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (MMRCL).

In the melee that followed,
several protesters entered the

Police imposed prohibitory orders Saturday. Prashant Nadkar

site and allegedly assaulted
Aarey police station senior in-
spector Nutan Pawar and a male
constable, according to police.
Soon after, police personnel from
across the northern suburbs
were rushed to the site to round
up protesters, some of whom
claimed they were assaulted in
the process of being detained.
Police said more than a hun-
dred protesters were putinvans

and taken to seven different po-
lice stations. While most were
released late Friday and early
Saturday, 29 people detained at
Aarey police station were
booked for unlawful assembly
and using criminal force to deter
public servants from carrying
out their duties under the Indian
Penal Code.
On Saturday afternoon, the
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Poised for ‘golden chapter’, neighbours
look to build a bright shared future

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

BEHIND THE noise over the con-
troversial National Register of
Citizens (NRC), New Delhi and
Dhaka are looking at consolidat-
ing the gains from the bilateral
relationship of the past decade,
and to make the progress “irre-
versible”.
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What started as an attempt
to reset the relationship with
Dhaka back in 2008 when
Sheikh Hasina became Prime
Minister, is today India’s good-
news story in South Asia.

The reset in the relationship
was particularly important after
Khaleda Zia’s BNP-Jamaat-e-
Islami government, whichwas a
bitter experience for New Delhi
in terms of terrorist attacks and

anti-India activities from
Bangladesh soil.

In Hasina’s first term, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s
government found the momen-
tum to initiate the resolution of
the long-pending Land
Boundary. But while the text was
finalised, it was stalled by the BJP
inParliament. And in 2011, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
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WAITING TO EXHALE
Why anxiety has become the prime

disorder of our mindscape

India protests after
China’s envoy in
Pak says working
to help Kashmiris

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

DAYS BEFORE Chinese President
Xi Jinping is likely to visit India
for an informal summit with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Mamallapuram on October
11-12, India lodged a “strong
protest” with China through
diplomatic channels Saturday
over controversial comments
made by the Chinese ambassa-
dor to Pakistan on Kashmir.

The Sunday Express has learnt
that India has also “sought clar-
ification” over what is seen as a
departure from Beijing’s stated
position on Jammu and Kashmir.

Chinese ambassador in
Islamabad Yao Jing said Friday
that China would stand by
Pakistan for the resolution of the
Kashmir dispute. “We are also
working for Kashmiris to help
them get their fundamental
rights and justice. There should
be a justified solution to the is-
sue of Kashmir and China will
stand by Pakistan for regional
peace and stability,” he said, ac-
cording to Pakistani daily, The
Express Tribune.

Yao, who has served in New
Delhi as deputy chief of mission
earlier, said this at a dialogue on
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) hosted by the
Karachi Council on Foreign
Relations.

Delhiviews hiscommentsasa
departure from Beijing’s position

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Days before Haryana election, former
Cong chief quits, blames party leaders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 5

BARELY 15 days before elections
inHaryana, the Congress was left
stunned Saturday after its for-
mer state chief Ashok Tanwar
quit the party, calling it an “anti-
thesis of democracy” and
“plagued by feudal attitudes and
medieval conspiracies”.
Ending his nearly three-
decade association with the
Congress, Tanwar, who made his

Ashok
Tanwar said
Congwasthe
anti-thesis of
democracy

DECISION

2019

HARYANA

October 4 resignation public,
also accused former Haryana
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and state party in-charge
Ghulam Nabi Azad of “hatching
conspiracies”.

In his letter, he also said,
“Congressmen whorise from the
grassroots and belong to non-
political and humble family
backgrounds are not valued.
Money, blackmail and pressure
tactics seem towork in the end.”
“Today, the Indian National

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Using cyanide, Kerala woman murdered six
members of family over 14 years, say police

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER S

POLICE IN Kerala Saturday ar-
rested a 47-year-old woman for
allegedly murdering her hus-
band, parents in law, and three
other members of the extended

family by giving them cyanide in
food over a period of 14 years.
Two alleged accomplices of the
woman have also been arrested.

The woman, Jolly Joseph,
who belongs to Koodathai vil-
lage in Kozhikode district of
North Kerala, has confessed to all
six murders, Kozhikode Rural su-
perintendent of police K G

Simon told reporters. However,
her arrest has been recorded in
the murder of her husband, Roy
Thomas, 40, in which police had
got scientific evidence from the
autopsy in 2011, Simon said.
The report of the post
mortem examination had re-
vealed the presence of cyanide
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Journalist, traffic
cop among 14
injured in Valley
grenade attack

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 5

FOURTEEN PEOPLE, including a
local journalist and a traffic po-
liceman, were injured in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag district
Saturday morning after militants
lobbed a grenade outside the
Deputy Commissioner’s office.

This is the second grenade at-
tack in the Valley since
September 28. Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad, Chief Medical Officer
(CMO), Anantnag, told The
Sunday Express that most suf-
fered minor injuries and were
discharged immediately while
one person was referred to
Srinagar for specialised treat-
ment.

“10 persons including a traf-
fic policeman and ajournalistin-
jured. Only minor injuries re-
ported so far. Follow up action
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District SP in
UP says English,
smartphones
must for cops

AVANEESH MISHRA
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER S

LEAVE APPLICATIONS are to be
submitted only in English; every
police personnel must own a
smartphone and learn how to
use WhatsApp before being
posted to police stations; they
must also buy and read English
newspapers as well as a diction-
ary and learn at least five new
English words every day.

These are among the new di-
rections issued by the Uttar
Pradesh’s Balrampur SP Dev
Ranjan Verma to all police per-
sonnel in the district.

The order was issued follow-
ing classes and workshops or-
ganised at several police stations,
the district headquarters and the
police lines over the past week.
Following the directives, district
police personnel have started
purchasing books and dictionar-
ies to learn English.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

In this parched Bihar district, how farmers keep drought at bay

SANTOSH SINGH
KATORIA (BANKA),OCTOBER 5

THE DRY belt of Naxal-hit
Katoria and Chandan in Bihar’s
Banka district has mostly beena
one-crop zone — paddy or sug-
arcane. Agriculture was entirely
dependent on rainfall with the
state government only recently
starting work on reviving old
sources of water such as rivulets,
embankments and ponds.

But over the last decade, at
least 10 panchayats in the region
have brought about a green rev-
olution of sorts on their own —
they are nolonger dependenton
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rains alone.

Today, because of the efforts
of a 70-year-old farmer, Anirudh
Prasad Singh, Katoria and
Chandan blocks are home to
about 150 ponds, check dams
and lift irrigation.

Local officials and residents
say Singh’s initiative has directly

benefited about 1,000 farmers
from 30 villages, while at least
10,000 farmers from 200-odd
villages have followed his model
to harvest water on their land.
And since their success, these
farmers have been growing two
crops, paddy and wheat.

The experiment has now ex-
panded to “mobile liftirrigation”
— taking water up to 1,000 feet
away from the origin by linking
foldable pipes. The main benefi-
ciaries are farmers from the pan-
chayats of Kathaun, Katoria,
Harhad, Bhikhuvasar,
Bhairoganj, Lalpur and Varney,
all semi-hilly and sandy areas
with a mixed population of

Farmers help Anirudh Prasad in Katoria block. Santosh Singh

OBCs, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, mainly daily
wagers, sharecroppers and mar-
ginal farmers.

At Panjarpatta village, farm-
ers Malik Singh, Rajinder Yadav,
Naresh Singh, Dwarika Yadav
and Dukhan Yadav help Anirudh
Prasad Singh, whose legs are
partially paralysed, move around
their green paddy fields.

Five years ago, Singh suffered
serious injuries on his legs in a
road accident and is now been
helped by his son Chiranjiv
Singh. “But that has not deterred
him. What he has done is visible.
When the state government de-
clared drought in several dis-

tricts including some blocks of
Banka, Katoria was not on the
list... it had completed about 70
per cent paddy cultivation,” says
Malik Singh, a farmer of
Panjarpatta.

“A lot has to be done. More
government and individual ef-
forts are needed. I am happy
about the impact of my work...
Our land is very conducive for
potato but we are not yet able to
get the water required. We have
been working with farmers on
how to do it,” says Anirudh
Prasad Singh.

Malik Singh, who has five
bighas of cultivable land, says:
“For us, Anirudh babu has been

the ‘green man’. I have been
growing two crops a year for the
last six-seven years. Growing
wheat was unheard of in this
belt earlier.”

For instance, around a
500x60 ft pond in Dumarsolva,
constructed in 2008-09 by
Singh’s Mukti Niketan Bhagalpur
with funds from NABARD, paddy
is now being grown on about 50
bighas of land.

“Before the pond came up,
this area was largely arid and de-
pendent on rains alone. The
paddy crop yield was about 500
kg per 20 cottah, it's now about
1,000-1200 kg. Fields on the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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‘Golden chapter’

Banerjee stalled the Teesta water-
sharing agreement for the first
time.

After Narendra Modi became
Prime Minister in 2014, the BJP
made a U-turn on the land
boundary agreement, leading to
the resolution of the historical dis-
pute. However, on Teesta, Dhaka’s
biggest complaint has been New
Delhi’s inability to deliver on its
commitment over the last five
years.

On Saturday, Hasina said that
the people of Bangladesh were
awaiting early signing and imple-
mentation of the Framework of
Interim Agreement for sharing of
the Teesta waters, as agreed upon
by both governments in 2011.
Modi said that his government
was working with all stakehold-
ers in India for conclusion of the
agreement “soonest possible”.

“It's not that we don’t want to
sign. But political compulsions
have prevented us from signing,”
a source in the government said.

Now, with the BJP in West
Bengal challenging Banerjee, it
seems that this diplomatic hot po-
tato has become an even more
complicated question.

But the two sides are confi-
dent that they will not allow this
to become an irritant in the rela-
tionship. As Modi met Hasina on
Saturday, he is learnt to have told
her in Bangla that the two coun-
tries are poised for a “shonali ad-
hyay” (golden chapter) in the
soon-to-be 50-year-old relation-
ship.

Indeed, over the last decade,
the two sides have broadened
their areas of cooperation from

economy to nuclear, and from
connectivity to terrorism. They
are now looking at shared pros-
perity and opportunity, cutting
across fields, and at a shared fu-
ture.

A Bangladeshi diplomat said
on Saturday: “There is a saying in
Bangla, ‘Jodi-r kotha nodi-te’,”
which translates literally as “wor-
ries about ‘ifs’ are best thrown in
the river”. For the present, the two
countries were looking at a “mu-
tually beneficial” partnership,and
tomake the progress they achieve
“irreversible”, the diplomat said.

Bangladesh is growing at a
rapid 8% annually; its economy
has grown by a huge 188% since
2009. Its per capita income is
around $ 2,000, and the value of
itsexports toIndia crossed $1 bil-
lion in 2019, a year-on-year
growth of 52%. Hasina wants
Bangladesh to rise from being a
Least Developed Country (LDC)to
a Developing Country by 2021,
and adeveloped country by 2041.
Both India and Bangladesh are
now looking at a bilateral
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

For decades, India has faced
difficulty in accessing the
Northeast of the country, having
to negotiate the so-called
chicken’s neck in North Bengal.
The friendly government in
Dhaka, with an assured political
mandate, has more flexiblility in
giving access to India’s Northeast
through Bangladeshi territory.
Several insecurities of the past are
fading.

A Bangladeshi diplomat said
that the two countries were now
the “most-connected” in the
South Asian region. After Hasina’s
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MUMBAI'S AAREY PROTESTS: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

Mumbai Police registers an FIR against as many as 40 protesters under IPC sections 332,353,143 and
149, a police spokesperson told The Indian Express

VIDEO OF THE DAY

visit, the two countries will in-
crease flights from 61 to 91 per
week in summer, and to 120 per
week in winter. The frequency of
the Maitree Express will go up
from 4 times to 5 per week, and
that of Bandhan Express from
once to twice per week. Both sides
on Saturday welcomed plans for
a Dhaka-Siliguri bus; there are
services between Kolkata and
Dhakaand Agartalaand Dhakaal-
ready.

As the SAARC has become
moribund due to Pakistan’s atti-
tude, New Delhi and Dhaka have
focussed their energies on BIM-
STEC, a key grouping in which
they have shared interests.

New Delhi hopes that as
Bangladesh’s economy improves
and more people come out of
poverty, theillegal migrations into
India would automatically stop.

China envoy

which has always maintained
that the issue of Kashmir is a bi-
lateral issue between India and
Pakistan, and the two countries
must resolve this dispute bilater-
ally. Yao’s statement is also seen
by Delhi asinterfering with India’s
“internal matter” and “not keep-
ing in spirit” with the proposed
visit by Xi.

This also comes just after
Chinese Vice Minister Luo
Zhaohui, whowas Chinese envoy
to India, raised the issue of the
Himgiri military exercises in
Arunachal Pradesh with Foreign
secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale.
Luo, whois visiting India tolay the
groundwork for Xi’s visit for the
informal summit, had raised the
issue of military exercises in
Arunachal Pradesh, which China
claims to be part of it's own terri-
tory. India rejects such claims.

Meanwhile, Chinese Embassy
spokesperson Ji Rong also dis-
puted Saturday a report in the
media that the 150th birth an-
niversary celebration of Mahatma
Gandhi was held in the Indian
Embassy premises in Beijing be-
cause therelevantlocal authority
denied permission for it to take
place in its chosen venue at
Chaoyang Park of Beijing.

Ji said, “I have noted the rele-
vantreport. We have learned that
due to the celebration activities of
the 70th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic
of China, the Indian embassy in
China has been advised to hold
this year’s 150th birth anniversary
celebration of Mahatma Gandhi
somewhere else. It’s purely for
technical reasons. Mahatma
Gandhiis animportant historical
figure who led India to shake off
colonial rule and win independ-
ence. He is widely respected in
China and the world. The Chinese
side welcomes the hosting of rel-
evanteventsin China to pay hom-
age to Mahatma Gandhi.”

The string of strong state-
ments comes days before the in-
formal summit for which India
has already been making prepa-
rations.

While officials have made
arrangements for the twoleaders
to meet in an informal environ-
ment around the temples in
Mamallapuram, Delhi and Bejjing
are yet to confirm the visit offi-
cially. According to the proposed
schedule, Xi is likely to arrive in
Chennai on October 11 and leave
on October 12,a shorter duration
than what Modi’s when he went
to Wuhan for the first informal
summit.

Aarey

arrested protesters — 23 menand
six women — were produced be-
fore a magistrate in Borivali. The
public prosecutor sought police
remand of four of the arrested.
“We need to investigate their role
in the case and verify whether
they have links to any other or-
ganisations,” the prosecutor told
court.

However, the magistrate dis-
missed the police’s plea and re-
manded the protesters to judicial
custody for 14 days. The offences
for which the protesters have

AAREY PROTEST: WHAT
YOU SHOULD KNOW

‘Save Aarey’ protests
have been engulfing
Mumbai
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On being Gandhi and
why he still matters,
with Paro Anand

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today's episode of The Sandip Roy Show,
writer Paro Anand talks about her book,
Being Gandhi and how children can learn
to relate to him beyond just homework

India, Bangladesh sign security, trade deals

thatIndia-Bangladesh relation-
shipis a great example of coop-
eration between two friendly
neighbours. I am glad that our
interaction today will give more
energy to our relationship,” he

said in the presence of Hasina.

In her remarks, Hasina said
the ties between the two coun-
tries have been on an upswing
in the last few years, including
in areas of maritime security,
civil nuclear energy, and trade.
Her visit to India is an “eternal
milestone” in the bilateral rela-

tionship, she said.

India and Bangladesh also
discussed the National Register
of Citizens (NRC), on which the
conversation was on lines simi-

lar to the one in New York.

Hasina had told Modi in that
meeting that the NRC had be-
come a matter of “great con-
cern” for Bangladesh, and Modi
was learnt to have replied that
there was “nothing to be wor-
and
Bangladesh have good relations.
conveyed to
Bangladesh that the NRCis a
“court-mandated process”,and
it will have to see where the

ried”, since India

India has

process ultimately leads,
sources said.
Bangladesh Foreign

Secretary Shahidul Haque said

been booked carry prisons terms
ranging between six months and
three years.

Lawyers for the protesters also
told court that among those ar-
rested were two law students
who have exams in a few days.
The magistrate directed the stu-
dents to file applications and at-
tach their hall tickets and assured
them that they would be escorted
to the exam centres from jail by
the police.

Earlier, the HC refused to stay
the ongoing felling of trees.
Activists had sought the stay so
they could approach the Supreme
Court.

While the felling of trees drew
criticism from the BJP’s
Maharashtra ally, Shiv Sena,
Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar Saturday cited
the Bombay High Court order to
defend the move to fell the trees,
saying it was “not a forest” and
said development and environ-
ment protection need to go to-
gether.

Speaking in Lucknow, the
Union Minister said, “You can’t call
anything a forest. I will give you
an example. The Delhi Metro,
which is one of the best in the
world. when the first metro sta-
tionwas builtin Delhi, 20-25 tress
needed to be cut for the station.”

“People protested against it
the same way. For one tree cut,
five saplings were planted. They
have all become trees today — af-
ter 15-17 years. 271 stations were
built in Delhi. In Delhi, the forest
cover increased and arrange-
ments were made for public
transport for 30 lakh people. This
is the policy of protection of envi-
ronment and development to-
gether.”

The issue took a political turn
too just weeks before the assem-
bly polls in Maharashtra, when
the Shiv Sena appeared to dis-
agree with the BJP, its alliance
partner.

Theissue has widespread res-
onance in Mumbai, and the Shiv
Sena, Congress and AAP have de-
clared their support for the “save
Aarey” campaign.

Kerala woman

in Thomas’s body. “We have
found that five others in the fam-
ily had died under the same cir-
cumstances. In all of these situa-
tions, we noticed the presence of
the woman, Jolly. She has con-
fessed to the killings,” the SP, who
oversaw the investigation, said.
Although the mysterious

atapress conference: “We were
told that this is an internal mat-
ter of India. Our relationship is
best of the best at present. But at
the same time we are keeping
our eyes open (on the NRC is-
sue).”

Asked about Home Minister
Amit Shah’s comments that il-
legal Bangladeshis from Assam
would be deported, Haque said:
“We should not make a crisis out
of nothing at this stage and we
should be able to wait and see...
We think thisis aninternal mat-
ter of India. Prime Minister Modi
has explained to Prime Minister
Hasina the process thatIndia has
put up in terms of making sure
thateverybody is eventually in-
cluded in this (NRC).”

Modi and Hasina also dis-
cussed the long-pending agree-
ment on the sharing of Teesta
waters on Saturday.

“Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina highlighted that the peo-
ple of Bangladesh are awaiting
early signing and implementa-
tion of the Framework of
Interim Agreement for sharing
of the Teesta waters, as agreed
upon by both governments in
2011. Prime Minister Modi in-
formed that his government is
working with all stakeholdersin
India for conclusion of the

deaths took place between 2002
and 2016, police began investigat-
ing only two months ago, follow-
ing a complaint from another son
of the deceased elderly couple.
This son, Roji, who lives in the
United States, had been suspi-
cious about the death of his
brother, Roy, in 2011.

Thefirst death that took place
in the Ponnammattam family at
Koodathai village was of
Annamma Thomas, 57, a retired
teacher,in 2002. She collapsed af-
ter consuming soup, and died be-
fore being admitted to hospital.
Six years later, in 2008,
Annamma’s husband Tom
Thomas, 66, also collapsed after
eating. Both these deaths were
believed then to have been the re-
sult of cardiac arrests.

On the day he died, the late
couple’s son Roy had started vom-
iting and frothing at the mouth
soon after eating. He was declared
dead in hospital. At that time,
Roy’s uncle, M M Mathew, 68,
brother of the late Annamma, in-
sisted on an autopsy, which re-
vealed the presence of cyanide in
Roy’s body.

But the next todie in the fam-
ily was Mathew himself.

One afternoon in 2014, Jolly,
who was staying in a house close
toMathew’s, raised an alarm that
Mathew had collapsed in his
home. Mathew’s wife was away
at the time. Local people rushed
Mathew to hospital, but he could
not be saved.

Barely three months later in
the same year, Alphin, the one-
year-old daughter of anephew of
TomThomas’s, fellintoa coma af-
ter having breakfast, and died on
the way to hospital. Alphin was
the daughter of Shaju, the son of
Tom Thomas’s brother Tom Jose.

The sixth death was of Sili, the
wife of Shaju and mother of
Alphin. Inearly 2016, Sili collapsed
and died in the presence of Jolly.

Ayear later,in 2017, Jolly, who
had been widowed after the
death of Roy in 2011, married
Shaju, whois a school teacher.

The SP said police first re-
opened the case of Roy’sdeath, in
whicha post mortemreportindi-
cating the presence of cyanide
was available. “We had noticed
that no probe had been con-
ducted atthattime(in2011)toes-
tablish how the cyanide got into
the body.”

Every murder had amotive for
Jolly, the officer said.

Jolly’s mother-in-law
Annamma controlled the purse

Agreement soonest possible,”
the joint statement said.

Theleaders emphasised the
importance of effective border
management to ensure a “tran-
quil, stable and crime- free bor-
der,” the joint statement said. As
a step towards this goal, the
leaders directed their respective
border forces to complete bor-
der fencing at all pending sec-
tors at the earliest.

The two PMswelcomed the
initiatives for the development
of a closer maritime security
partnership, noted the progress
made towards finalising a
Memorandum of
Understanding on establishing
a coastal surveillance radar sys-
teminBangladesh, and encour-
aged both sides to ensure an
early signing of the MoU.

They also agreed to expedite
work towards drawing upon the
$500 million Defence Line of
Credit extended by India, the
implementation arrangements
for which were finalised in April.

The leaders also discussed
the issue of the Rohingya
refugees. Modi appreciated
Bangladesh’s “generosity in
sheltering and providing hu-
manitarian assistance to forcibly
displaced persons from the
Rakhine State of Myanmar™.

strings of the family, and Jolly
wanted her out of the way so she
could take over control of the fam-
ily’'s  financial = matters.
Annamma’s husband and Jolly’s
father-in-law Tom had given a
share of the family property to
Roy and Jolly, but Jolly wanted
more.

With Roy, Jolly had marital is-
sues, the SP said. And she killed
Mathew because he had insisted
on the autopsy. Alphine and Sili
were killed because Jolly wanted
to marry Shaju.

Police have not named Shaju
as an accomplice, however. The
two arrested accomplices are
Jolly’s close friend M F Mathew,
44, who worked for a jeweller,
and goldsmith Preji Kumar, 44,
who had supplied the cyanide.On
Friday, police had dug up the
church cemeteries where the
dead had been buried.

PMJAY

28,506 breast cancer packages
have been claimed while PMJAY
has funded treatment of 21,379 GI
cancer cases and 14,639 of blood
and blood vessels. NHA officials
say these figures are in line with
cancer incidence in the country.

“A large number of cancer
cases go untreated every year, es-
pecially among the poor. We need
aclear strategy for early detection
and provision of affordable and
quality cancer care. One major
challenge is to increase the avail-
ability of quality cancer care facil-
ities across the country, especially
in the northern states,” said Dr
Indu Bhushan, NHA CEO.

That India has large unmet
cancer treatment facilitiesis fairly
well known and with many
reaching hospitals atanadvanced
stage, which makes treatment
unaffordable, only adds to the
cancer mortality figures.

To address this, under
Ayushman Bharat, at the health
and wellness centres (HWC),
screening has started for three
typesof cancer - oral, cervicaland
breast. Health Ministry officials
say that until August 2019, of the
76 lakh screened for oral cavity
cancer, 10,218 people are being
treated. More than 53 lakh
women were screened for breast
cancer and around 9,700 women
are on treatment. More than 37
lakh women have been screened
for cervical cancer and around
10,000 are on treatment.

“As HWCs become opera-
tional, a significantly large num-
ber of cancer cases will be de-

On the economic side, the
two countries agreed to expe-
dite the commissioning of the
joint study on the prospects of
entering into a bilateral
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

Modi appreciated Bangla-
desh’s zero-tolerance policy to-
wards terrorism, and com-
mended Hasina for her “resolute
efforts to ensure peace, security
and stability in the region”, the
statement said.

“Recognising that terrorism
remains one of the most signif-
icant threats to peace and stabil-
ity of both countries and the re-
gion, the two Prime Ministers
reiterated their strong commit-
ment to eliminate terrorism in
allits forms and manifestations,
and stressed that there can be
no justification whatsoever for
any actof terror. Both leaders re-
ferred to the successful discus-
sions between Home Ministers
of both countries during the re-
cent visit of the Home Minister
of Bangladesh to India in August
2019, and agreed that closer co-
operation against extremistand
radical groups, terrorists, smug-
glers, smuggling of fake cur-
rency, and organized crime re-
maina shared priority,” the joint

statement said.

tected. In addition, with PMJAY
getting mainstreamed, demand
for treatment including cancer
will expand. We should witnessa
huge increase in the number of
cancer treatments especially
among the poor, in the years to
come. Theirony is that prevention
will increase the treatment bur-
den in the short run,” said
Bhushan.

Incidentally, the data also
show that against overall scheme
portability of just 1% (patients
from one state availing treatment
in another), for cancer the figure
is in the 7% range. This means
many more people are travelling
away from their home states for
cancer than for other diseases.

Bihar district

edge of the pond hardly need to

be irrigated with the presence of
constant moisture. The pond had
made our dream of two crops a
year a reality,” says Bhuneshwar
Tanti, a farmer. (One cottah is ap-
proximately 720 sqft)

Anirudh Prasad Singh, a resi-
dent of Domsarani village of
Katoria, says he is a Physics grad-
uate, who had participated in the
JP movement. “I returned to my
village in 1976 and tried to spread
the movement but was unsuc-
cessful. Then, I bought five acres
of land in 1983 and set up the
Mukti Niketan two years later. [
travelled across 18 states working
as a volunteer to spread aware-
ness on water conservation,” he
said.

“lalsoraised the issue of water
scarcity in Katoria and then
Bhagalpur district but no one gave
asolution.In 1991, Bankabecame
a district and the then district
magistrate gave me three lift irri-
gation projects to complete and
promised to give 100 moreif I suc-
ceeded. But before the comple-
tion of my project, he was trans-
ferred and the promise remained
unfulfilled. Since then, [ have not
approached the district adminis-
tration.”

District Agricultural Officer,
SudamaMahato, told The Sunday
Express: “From the government
end, water conservation meas-
ures suchas the revival of old wa-
ter bodies are done under the
MNREGS and by the minorirriga-
tion department. We are aware of
the good work done by Anirudh
Prasad Singh and how farmers
have benefited.”

Ashok Tanwar

Congress is going through an ex-

istential crisis, not because of its
political opponents but because
of serious internal contradic-
tions.” Tanwar’s rift with the
Congress had widened in June af-
ter the party’sdisastrous perform-
ance in the Lok Sabha polls - it
won none of Haryana’s 10 seats.
Then, atastate coordination com-
mittee meeting, Tanwar had said:
“Mere ko agar khatam karna hai,
toh mujhe goli maar do (If you
want to finish me, just shoot me).”

Levelling serious allegations
against the party in his letter,
Tanwar said, “My experience of
last few years has been that
democracy in the party is being
killed by selfish interests of a few
lobbies. Devoted people like me
are not allowed to work with full
freedom.”

“..but unfortunately personal
allegiances and fixing with Shri
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Shri
Ghulam Nabi Azad and others
have been the top criteria for se-
lection of candidates in most
cases,” he said.

Grenade attack

initiated. Police on job to identify

and nab the culprit,” said the
Jammu and Kashmir Police on
Twitter.

According to Dr Ahmad, most
people sustained splinterinjuries
and were discharged immedi-
ately from the hospital after first
aid was provided.

On September 28, a CRPF
spokesperson had said in a state-
ment that a grenade was lobbed
at troops of 49 battalion of CRPF
inNawakadal area of Srinagar city.
No one was injured in the attack.

Later in Anantnag, PTI, quot-
ing police, reported that militants
opened fire at a former PDP
worker, leaving himinjured. Sajad
Hussain Mantoo was shot at by
the militants at his residence in
Kokernag area of Anantnag, ac-
cording to police.

UP police officer

“The reason behind the initia-
tiveis thatall cybercrime and sur-
veillance informationis mostly in
English. Amendments, new reg-
ulationsarein Englishandif there
are discrepancies in the English
and Hindi version, the Englishone
is considered valid,” he said.

“But more than all this, in the
recent past, | have seen policemen
making blunders in understand-
ing court decisions in English.
Following that, I decided to take
theinitiative to ensure police per-
sonnel learn at least basic
English,” said Verma, a 2011 batch
IPS officer, who joined the district
on June 9 this year.

“For this,I made it mandatory
thatall leave applications coming
to me are in English. Everyone
from a police constable to senior
officers has started taking help
from others or Google to write ap-
plications. I personally check the
applications and make correc-
tions if needed,” he said, adding
that he “will be going to police sta-
tions and outposts atrandomen-
sure everyone has all this”.

“Another important deci-
sion I have taken is making a
smartphone and applications
like WhatsApp, Cam Scanner
and Google Drive mandatory
for everyone. No police person-
nel will be given posting at po-
lice stations or police outposts if
they do not own a smartphone
and do not know how to use
these applications,” he said.

According to Verma, some
personnel who had objected
initially were sent to the police
lines. “I said that those who not
agreeing to this will be sus-
pended. It is simply that in the
present world, those who do
not know how to use Whatsapp
and cannot send texts and pho-
tos on it are of no use to us. We
need people who can share in-
formation as fast as possible,”
he said.

Devipatan DIG Rakesh Singh
said he was not given any official
information about the decisions.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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100 more
sewer-cleaning
machines to

be deployed

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment is set to deploy
100 more sewer-cleaning
machines, in addition to
the existing 200, under a
collaborative scheme in-
volving the city’s
SC/ST/OBC welfare cor-
poration and safai karam-
charis.

4 injuredin
accident

New Delhi: Four people
were injured after a DTC
bus hit two motorcycles
and a scooter in
West Delhi’s Mayapuri
Saturday night. The bus
driver has been arrested,
said police. “The injured
have been taken to DDU
Hospital and one victim s
serious,” said DCP (West)
Deepak Purohit.

CMgets
threat mails,
techie held

New Delhi: A 36-year-old
techie was arrested from
Jaipur for allegedly send-
ing two “offensive and
threatening” emails to
CM Arvind Kejriwal last
month, said police.

Couple held

for fraud

New Delhi: A 35-year-old
man and his wife were
arrested for allegedly em-
bezzling Rs 92 lakh from
the firm where he had
worked as an accountant
for the last 10 years. ENS

ATTH

- RAMLILA

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and his wife Sunitaata
Ramlila event in Jhilmil Colony, Saturday. Gajendra Yadav

Dwarka to get sports
complex, golf course

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

ASLEW of projects in Dwarka —
including a sports complex, golf
course and centre for excellence
for football — will be inaugu-
rated by Union Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri on
Monday.

Asenior DDA official said the
projects, with abudget of around
Rs 300 crore, also include a foot
overbridge and a cycle track.

He said the sports centre will
serve as a centre of excellence
for games such as wrestling,
weightlifting, boxing, judo and
kabaddi. The project will costRs
66 crore and is likely to be com-
pleted in two years.

Another sports complex in
Dwarka Sector 23 will also be de-

veloped as a centre of excellence
for football, and will be com-
pleted in 24 months at a cost of
Rs 39 crore.

The golf course at Dwarka’s
Sector 24 will cost around Rs 62
crore, and is likely to be com-
pleted within 24 months. It will
be an “international golf course”
with 18 holes, the official said.

“A cycle track is also pro-
posed in Sector 11 at a cost of Rs
9 crore; it is likely to be com-
pleted by April next year.
Besides, the foundations of four
foot overbridges will also be
laid,” he said. This will costRs 12
crore and is likely to be com-
pleted by August 2020.

These foot overbridges will
provide safe crossing facilities to
more than 16,200 pedestrians
per day, reduce traffic congestion
and improve traffic speed.
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German Embassy employee
dragged on road by snatchers

In another incident in Rohini, DCPCR staffer falls off scooter during snatching

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

TWO BIKE-BORNE men al-
legedly snatched the bag of a
German national Friday night as
she was about to board a bus to
Varanasi from Mayur Vihar
Phase I. When the woman tried
to resist, she was dragged be-
hind the motorcycle and re-
ceived minor injuries. She was
accompanied by a friend, an-
other German national. Both
women are employed at the
German Embassy.

“The incident took place
around 9.30 pm and a case of
robbery has been registered at
Mayur Vihar-I police station. The

woman said the bus had arrived
and she had just climbed ontoit
when two men on a bike
snatched her bag,” said DCP
(East) Jasmeet Singh.

The women, who are in their
20s, were going to Varanasi for a
holiday, and had arrived in India
earlier this year. Police said the
woman'’s bag had her passport,
some paperwork, Rs 500 and a
mobile charger.

“When the woman reached
the police station, an FIR was
filed and she was taken to Jeevan
Anmol Hospital for a medical
check-up. After first-aid, the two
were dropped home,” said a po-
lice officer.

Police said the woman was
dragged on the main road for a

few metres and received bruises
on her knees and elbows. “There
isno CCTV footage available. The
two women couldn’t note down
the number plate of the bike. We
are investigating the matter by
looking at previous records of
snatchers in the area,” said Singh.

Meanwhile, in Rohini’s
Prashant Vihar on Friday morn-
ing, a woman’s gold chain was
snatched by two bike-borne
men while she was returning
home after dropping her son to
school. The victim, Jyoti Rathee,
is a member of the Delhi
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (DCPCR) and was
riding a two-wheeler at the time
of the incident.

She said, “The accused’s bike

Woman who ‘stole’ cards, cash
from SRCC hostel arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

THREE WEEKS after a series of
thefts were reported from
the girls’ hospital of Delhi
University’s Shri Ram College of
Commerce (SRCC), a 34-year-
old woman was arrested on
October 2.

During questioning, the
woman, who hails from
Maharashtra’s Nagpur, told po-
lice that she had conducted sim-
ilar thefts across colleges in Delhi
and Mumbai as she “liked doing
them”, and had to “support her
lifestyle”. Police said these cases
are yet to be verified.

“On October 2, she created
a ruckus outside a hostel in
Mukherjee Nagar after she was

Police said the woman
claimed she had
conducted similar
thefts across colleges
in Delhi and Mumbai

denied entry by guards, and a
PCR call was made. When po-
lice reached there, she was ag-
gressive and seemed a bit un-
stable. She was referred to the
Institute of Human Behaviour
& Allied Sciences (IHBAS). By
that time, we realised that she
was the woman caught on
CCTV in the SRCC college theft
case on September 12. Once she
was released from IHBAS, we
arrested her,” said a senior po-
lice officer.

The woman had allegedly
stolen debit cards and cash
worth Rs 3,000 from some hos-
tel rooms of SRCC.

Police claimed she made
transactions worth Rs 50,000
from the stolen debit cards. “We
traced the transactions and
CCTV footage from those places
too was found,” said a police of-
ficer.

The case was registered at
North Delhi’s Maurice Nagar po-
lice station.

The woman said her mother
and brother live in Melbourne
and that she had worked at call
centres in Pune and Bengaluru.

“She was visiting Delhi and
staying at a hotel in Pahargan;.
When she ran out of money, she
went to SRCC to conduct thefts,”
said police.

hit me from behind and the men
snatched my gold chain. I fell
down and the locket in the chain
fell on me. I held on to that even
as the men tried to snatch it.
They left as people gathered.”
She suffered minor injuries on
her chest and hands.

Rathee said that when she
went to Prashant Vihar police
station, an e-FIR was filed. “I
thought that was notrightand a
proper FIR should have been
filed,” said Rathee.

DCP (Rohini) S D Mishra said
an FIR under sections of robbery
was filed Saturday. “Inquiry has
shown that she communicated
with an ASI and disciplinary ac-
tion will be taken against him,”
said Mishra.
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Ahead of Diwali,
green crackers
launched in city

At the launch, Saturday.
Praveen Khanna

New Delhi: Union Minister of
Health Harsh Vardhan Saturday
launched green firecrackers
ahead of Diwali, in a bid to “re-
solve the crisis of air pollution”
in the capital. These environ-
ment-friendly crackers have
been developed by the Council
for Scientific and Industrial
Research.

The Minister said the fire-
crackers have been manufactured
and are already in the market for
sale. He also pointed out that
green crackers cost almost the
same as conventional ones. ENS
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DURING FESTIVE SEASON

Traffic police

wing to focus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

IN A bid to improve traffic regu-
lation in the capital during the
festive season, Delhi Police has
bifurcated the traffic department
into two teams — more than 300
teams have been deployed for
prosecution and over 350 to reg-
ulate traffic.

Sources said this is a pilot
project of the traffic police, and
they will monitor the situation.

“If we receive a positive re-
sponse, we will go ahead with
this plan. As of now, we have in-
stalled 34 speed camerasin sev-
eral areas across Delhi to detect
speed limit violations, which
continue to remain one of the
most common offences. We are
installing more cameras in the
comingdays,” a senior police of-
ficer said.

The amended Motor Vehicles
Act, which came into effect on
September 1, imposes stricter
penalties to ensure road safety.
Police said this has brought
down the number of violations.

Special CP (Traffic) TajHassan
said, “In view of the festive sea-
son, we have done strategic
planning for regulation of traffic
and enforcement of traffic laws.
Our special priority is smooth
regulation of traffic during the
morning and evening peak
hours. As of now, we have bifur-
cated traffic staff into two
groups, in which one set of
teams will focus on smooth reg-
ulation of traffic at vital junc-
tions, so that there is no traffic

on road fines

Desired
effect

DATA provided by traffic
police shows that 236
people died in traffic acci-
dents in September 2018,
while 92 people died in
September 2019, after the
amended Motor Vehicles
Act came into force. Data
also showed the number
of traffic challans dropped
inthe city, suggesting that
heavier fines seem to be
having the desired effect.

congestion. We have formed
over 300 teams for prosecution
and over 350 for regulation of
traffic.”

JCP (Traffic) Narendra Singh
Bundela said regulation teams
will be assisted by a prosecution
team, which is responsible for
detecting and prosecuting vehi-
cles violating road rules.

“This ensures that regulation
of trafficis not affected while en-
forcing laws and rules for the
safety of passengers. Special de-
ployment has been made in
places of Durga Puja, Diwali
Mela and market areas in view
of increased footfall,” he added.

No senior school at Chilla village,
many girls drop out after Class VIII

SAKSHIDAYAL
TAURU,OCTOBER S

A YEAR ago, 14-year-old
Rubaiyaan sat in a classroom of
the Government Middle School
in Tauru’s Chilla village as a stu-
dent of class VIII, hoping for a
“miracle” that would allow her
to continue her education and
become “a doctor or a teacher”.

But with no government sen-
ior secondary schoolin the village
or vehicle to help her get to the
closest such institution for girls 7
km away, her prayers remained
unanswered. Earlier this year, she
joined the ranks of many girls in
the village who gave up their ed-
ucation after class VIII.

“We want to study, but there
are no facilities. The closest sen-
ior secondary school is in Tauru,
and the only way to go thereis to
take an auto by paying Rs 40,”
said Rubaiyaan’s sister Anjum,
who also gave up her education
after class VIl in 2014.

Their father is a labourer,
and the sisters said the auto fare
is beyond their means. The girls
now help with household work
and look after their four
younger siblings.

The middle school offers education till class VIII. Praveen Khanna

Similarly Imrana, who com-
pleted class VIII from the middle
school last year, spends her days
collecting fodder for cattle tied
in her yard. Her father,
Jaikamdim, said he enrolled her
in the senior secondary school in
Tauru where she finished class
IX, before dropping out.

“The commute was very dif-
ficult. There are no autos or tem-
pos here until 8 am, so she would
have to walk to the next village
around 3.5 km away to find
transport,” said Jaikamdim. “It
would take her over 1.5 hours
each way, which wasn’t safe. We

didn’t wanther to travel alonein
this area. There is nobody who
could accompany her to school
and pick her up.”

According to teachers at the
middle school, Imrana was
among three girls who com-
pleted class VIl last year and en-
rolled for further education.
Fourteen more girls, who grad-
uated from class VIII in the last
fewyears, resumed their educa-
tion this year after teachers con-
vinced residents to let their chil-
dren finish school.

“There is amajor lack of sup-
port from the administration.

Very few people have their own
vehicles or the money to arrange
for transport. It is safer for boys,
as they can can sit on roofs or
hang from the sides of tempos...
Many girls stop studying be-
cause the commute is strenu-
ous,” said a teacher at the school.

Last year, the gram panchayat
of the village had written to the
principal of the Girls Senior
Secondary School, requesting
that transport be arranged for 20
female students, butin vain. The
headmaster of the middle school
had, similarly, written to the
block education officer of Tauru
in February last year, seeking
upgradation of the school.

“The request for upgradation
has been forwarded to the direc-
tor of education in Chandigarh,
and they will have to take a deci-
siononit,” said Sunil Yadav, block
education officer, Tauru.

On transportation issues, he
added, “We have arranged four
buses that travel around the
Tauru block to transport girls to
and from the school. However,
they stick to the main roads and
only go into local villages when
there are atleast 10 girls seeking
transportation from there. That
is not the case in Chilla so far.”
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Tutor held for killing

former student who
wanted to marry him

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

DAYS AFTER the body of a 22-
year-old student was found in a
sack, police Saturday arrested
her former tuition teacher and
his brother-in-law from Karawal
Nagar on charges of murder.
According to police, the
woman had been pressuring the
accused, Naushad Ali (35), to
marry her, so he allegedly de-
cided to kill her. On September
26, when she went to meet Alj,
he allegedly hit her on the head
with a rod and she fell uncon-
scious. Police said he and his
brother-in-law, Mohammed
Rajiq (28), allegedly put herin a
sack and dumped it in a drain.
The woman, however, was still
alive and died due to drowning.
The woman’s body was
found in the drain last Sunday.
“On September 26, she left home
after telling her parents that she
was going to meet her former tu-
tor. She had been missing since
then. Her family tried to call her
but her phone was switched off.
They later lodged an FIR,” a sen-

The accused,
Naushad Ali

ior police officer said.

Police approached her fam-
ily members, whoidentified the
woman from her clothes and
earrings. During investigation,
police went through her call de-
tail records and detained Ali.

“During questioning, he con-
fessed to his crime. He told po-
lice that he used to give tuition
to students from classes VIII to
XII. The woman used to be his
student... They later entered into
arelationship. She was persuad-
ing him to marry her, so he de-
cided to getrid of her,” an officer
said, adding that a day after the
murder, he celebrated his birth-
day with his friends at home.

The family had earlier sus-
pected the accused may be in-
volved. “She was studying under
the tutor when she was in school.
Later, she also started teaching at
his centre without informing her
family,” said her uncle.

AAP legislators take to streets, in search of potholes

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

DIGGING, SEEPAGE, encroach-
ments, waterlogging, delayed
tenders — several factors have
left long stretches of roads that
come under the Public Works
Department (PWD) damaged,
inspections undertaken by
teams of 50 AAP MLAs and engi-
neers on Saturday found.
Armed with smartphones
equipped with a customised app,
AAP MLAs, accompanied by lo-
cal PWD engineers, fanned out
across the capital to create adata-
base of potholes and uneven
stretches under the instructions
of Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
Around 1,260 km of roads in

Delhi, with a width of 60 metres
or more, come under the PWD.

The Indian Express tracked
Greater Kailash MLA Saurabh
Bhardwaj, who undertook the
survey with PWD assistant en-
gineer (Malviya Nagar) S K
Dohrey between 10 am and 1
pm. Bhardwaj, the party's chief
spokesperson, began by upload-
ing images of an uneven stretch
outside Chirag Delhi Metro sta-
tion on the now defunct BRT cor-
ridor — one of the busiest arte-
rial roads in South Delhi.

Each MLA was given a sepa-
rate username and password to
upload images of damaged
stretches on an app, Commcare,
which had the geographical co-
ordinates embedded in them.
While uploading, MLAs had to

G KMLA Saurabh Bhardwaj
during the PWD road survey

choose among “potholes, uneven
stretches and others” options. The
“others” option covered damage
caused by digging carried out by
agencies such as the Jal Board and

private power discoms.

The government had imple-
mented the amended road
restoration policy in May 2018,
under which agencies which dig
roads for laying pipelines or ca-
bles have to restore them as well.
But a round of GK revealed that
the amended policy has
achieved little. Dohrey said the
agencies usually do patchwork
using “instantaneous bitumen”,
which doesn’t last.

The team next visited
Zamrudpur near East of Kailash,
where constant seepage froman
overflowing drain line had dam-
aged a busy junction. The under-
ground drain overflows as many
people connected their sewer
lines directly toit, said Bhardwaj.

The team also visited upscale

areas such as GK 1, CR Park and
Pamposh Enclave, where it came
across roads left unattended af-
ter digging work and large-scale
encroachments on sidewalks.
Ravidas Marg, which con-
nects Tughlagabad with Kalkaji
Mandir, and the Sheikh Sarai-
Apeejay School road were found
in particularly bad condition.
Dohrey claimed the Sheikh Sarai
road is part of 10 roads in the
area which are up for strength-
ening. “PWD roads are relaid
every five years. Ten roads in this
constituency will be strength-
ened as part of that; tenders will
be floated this month,” he said.
Bhardwaj, however, alleged
the PWD has been making
the same claim for the last few
months. Dohrey said the agencies

Executive Engineer

No. 1873/6 A/E-TENDER/2019

C.D. P.W.D. Khurja, (Bulandshahar)

Dated. 20.9.19

E-Procurement Inviting short Tenders Notice

On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, E.E. C.D., U.P.P.W.D., Khurja invites following percentage rate
bids online through http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with
UP PWD, from dt. 14.10.2019 to 21.10.2019 upto 12.00 PM. The technical bids will be opened online on
the Same working day that is, on dated 21.10.2019 at 3:30 P.M. at the Office of Executive Engineer, C.D.,
U.P.P.W.D. Khurja If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the
bids will be opened online on the next working day respectively, at the same time and validity of bid will
be considered from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified

on the website.

Sl. Name of Work

No

1 2

1 SR of Dashara

Estimated Bid Work
cost Security Complet-
(Rs.in Lac) (Rs. in Lacs) ion
3 4 5
2.00 0.20 1 Month

Paladajhal road to
achalpur Link road

Tender document Contractors

fee including Category
GST
6 7
Rs. 650.00 Tender A,B,C,D

Cost + Rs. 120.00
GS.T.

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposite through Internet Banking/ NEFT/ RTGS.
2. Terms & Conditions related to bids are available on https.//etender.up.nic.in

UPID-144394 DATE 03.10.2019
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

Section-1

Sd/-
(Surendra Kumar)
Executive Engineer
C.D. PWD Khurja (Bulandshahar)

Office of the Executive Engineer

U.P.R.E.D. Division Budaun

Address:- Room 225, 1* Floor, Vikas Bhawan, Civil Lines Budaun

e-Procurement Notice

Letter No-1409 /RED/Tender/File No-02/ Bond Clerk/2019-20 dated: 01-10-2019

1. The Executive Engineer, Rural Engineering Department, Division Budaun on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the
percentage rate bids through e-tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in

appropriate class A, B, C, and D as the case may be. The Bidder may submit bids the works
2. Name of work as per table.

S. Name
No of
District
1 2

Name of work

Total
estimated
cost (in Lakh)

3 4

MLA Sahaswan
1. Budaun Construction of Interlocking tayels road

12.664

in Village Bastoi Sikari Block Dehagwan
Rajendr Pali Home to Primery School

3. Date of availability of Bid documents on website:- 21-10-2019

4. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 01-11-2019 at 04.00 pm.

5. Date of opening of bids through e-procurement: 01-11-2019 at 04.00 pm.

6. The Employer has right to issue addendum/corrigendum as per ITB clause-9 on-line which will not be published in any
news paper. All prospective bidders are adviced to keep regular watch and visit e-tender portal regularly.

For further details please log on to https://etender.up.nic.in and download the bid document.

UPID-144430 DATE 04/10/2019
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

0.260

Bid security Cost of Bid docu- Period of comp-
(EMD) in
Lakh

ment including letion including
GST (in Rupees) rainy season
6 7
766.00 90Days

Sd/-

(Rajendra Singh)

Executive Engineer

Rural Engineering Department
Division Budaun

On behalf of Governor of UP

laying utility lines are supposed
to ensure that cables or pipes are
at a depth of at least 1.2 metres
from the road surface, but the
stipulation is routinely flouted.

The government has tried
carrying out post-repair surveys
involving MLAs and officials sev-
eral times in the past. The at-
tempts did not meet with much
success, prompting a rethink and
the resultant pre-repair survey.

The CM tweeted that such a
survey was being carried for the
first time in the country. Each
MLA will cover 25 km and in-
stant repairs will follow, he
added. However, on the ground,
MLAs and PWD officials said it
will take time as repairs will be
carried out after evaluating the
uploaded posts.
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Electrician
dies while
working at

nscpolice ywho faked his own death five

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER S

A 56-YEAR-OLD electrician was
electrocuted while working at a
badminton court in the National
Sports Club Of India (NSCI)
premises Thursday night. The
victim’s family alleged negli-
gence on partof the club’s main-
tenance department for asking
him to fix an issue in the prem-
ises without safety gear.

DCP (New Delhi) Eish Singhal
said the man, Anoop Kumar, was
the club’s permanent electrician
and was retiring in three years.
“We have registered an FIR un-
der IPC section 304A (causing
death by negligence) at Tilak
Marg police station,” he said.

Police said the incident came
to light at 11.22 pm on October
3. Anoop was found unconscious
by the club’s plumber and
rushed to RML Hospital, where
he died during treatment.

“On Thursday, there was wa-
terlogging in the club’s bad-
minton court. Anoop was called
by the maintenance department
to clearit using a water motor. But
he suffered an electric shock from
anaked wire hanging fromapole
inthe waterlogged area,” a senior
officer said. Anoop is survived by
his wife and three sons.

Hindu College
students write to
PM on Kashmir

New Delhi: After St Stephen’s
College, students of DU’s Hindu
College have now written post-
cards to the Prime Minister
against the communication ban
in Kashmir, asking him to lift the
decision. ENS

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,OCTOBER S

APCOcall,at-shirt witha“Honda
logo” and a tattoo were some of
the few things that helped nail
RTI activist Chandra Mohan
Sharma (43), who had faked his
owndeath in 2014 to live with his
girlfriend, Preeti Nagar (30).

Last week, Sharma was
sentenced to life imprisonment
by a Gautam Budh Nagar district
court while Preeti faces prison for
up to six months. The lawyer rep-
resenting Sharma plans to chal-
lenge the sentence.

The case dates back to May 2,
2014, when a call was received
about a car found burning near
Greater Noida’s Jaypee Greens. As

the fire was brought under
control, a body charred beyond
recognition was found in the
back seat. A tiny piece of cloth
with the ‘Honda’ logo was recov-
ered as a possible clue to the ac-
cused’s identity.

Soon after,an FIR was filed by
Savita, wife of Chandra Mohan
Sharma, that her husband, an RTI
activist, had been killed over an
alleged land dispute. Sharma,
who worked with Honda at the
time, had filed several RTIs over
alleged illegal land occupation for
a temple in Kasna, as per state-
ments submitted in court. Police
began looking for the accused
named in the FIR filed by his wife.

A month later, Preeti’s family
filed an FIR under IPC section 364
(kidnapping) at a Greater Noida

police station, stating that she
had been allegedly abducted.
Three months on, no leads were
found in either case, and the trail
seemed to go cold.

Then, on August 9 this year,
Preeti’s father Santram received
ananonymous phone call claim-
ing his daughter was in Tirupati.

“We travelled with Preeti’s
father and another relative to
Tirupati, but found that the
number belonged to a PCO in
Bengaluru. We located the phone
booth to Hoskote; nexttoitwasa
jewellery shop with a CCTV. The
PCO and shop owner recalled that
the caller was wearing a ‘Honda
uniform’,” Vinay Sharma, a Kasna
police officer investigating the
case, told the court. The caller had
stood out since most callers at the

THe City |

KILLED HOMELESS PERSON, SENTENCED TO LIFE IN PRISON

PCO call led Noida Police to RTl activist

PCOdidn’t talk in Hindi.

Police found that the caller
worked at Honda Motorcycle
India Pvt Ltd and his name was
Nitin Sharma. When police
traced him, they noticed a
tattoo on his hand which read
‘Chandramohan and Savita'.

This was the point police re-
alised Nitin was, in fact, Chandra
Mohan Sharma. Sharmathenal-
legedly offered a bribe to the po-
lice officer and asked him to not
reveal his true identity.

On further investigation, po-
lice found that Sharma had been
having an affair with Preeti. The
two had secretly married in an
Arya Samaj Mandir and wanted
“a new start”. On the day of the
incident, Sharma and his brother-
in-law strangled a homeless,

years ago

mentally challenged man near
Ansal Plazaand placed himinthe
car, which was set on fire. Soon
after, Sharma fled to Bengaluru
and assumed a new identity. He
got fake documents and even got
a job in Honda, the same com-
pany he had been working at ear-
lier, police said.

But financial problems
arose when Sharma and Preeti
began living with each other in
Bengaluru, which prompted him
to make calls to her father about
her location, hoping he would
take her away.

His counsel, however, alleged
that the case needs to be looked
atagain. “We are looking to chal-
lenge the case on technical
grounds,” said Yogesh Solanki,
Sharma’s lawyer.

Delhi joins Centre scheme, Gol Gumbad ‘adopted’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

THE DELHI government has
joined the Centre’s ‘Adopt a
Heritage’ scheme, with a private
firm adopting the Gol Gumbad
through the city’s Archaeology
Department, which will oversee a
facelift of the Lodhi-era tomb.

Prominent Delhi monuments
like the Red Fort, Qutub Minar
and Jantar Mantar were already
adopted through the scheme, un-
der which 26 MoUs have been
signed so far. However, the state
archaeology department was not
involved in the process so far, a
senior official said.

The Gol Gumbad has been

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tender are invited from reputed manufacturer/

Authorised retailers / dealers for Soap stone (Fine talc
power) 20 Ton.

Tender Form along with detailed specification may be

collected from this office on or before 16-10-19 on payment

of Rs. 500/- cash or download our website (www.upcsr.org)

with DD of Rs 500/- in favour of undersigned. Filled tender

form along with earnest money Rs. 7,000/- in the form of

demand draft should reach this office on or before 16.10.19.

Sd/-

Director,

U.P. Council of Sugarcane Research

Shahjahanpur

Ministry of Defence,
Government of India
Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare
Director General Resettlement

Notice for Invitation of e-Bids

1. DGR invites online bids from Institutes for
Conducting NSQF Compliant Skill Development
Training Programmes as Resettlement Training
Programme for the FY: 2020-21 & 2021-22 for
Retiring/Retired JCOs/ORs & Equivalents of the
Indian Armed Forces across India.

2. For complete details, please download the detailed
RFP document from https://www.defproc.gov.in or
from the current notice on DGR website i.e.
https://www.dgrindia.com/directorate/training.
html.

3. Last date for submission of Proposals is 06
November 2018.

davp 10401/11/0011/1920

Gol Gumbad, a Lodhi-era tomb, has been adopted by a
private firm for a facelift under the scheme. Archive

adopted by the ResBird
Technologies group, which
signed an MoU with the
Tourism Ministry and the Delhi

Archaeology Department on
October 3. “The private firm will
develop infrastructure at Gol
Gumbad using its CSR funds. It

will also be in charge of mainte-
nance, upkeep, and ensuring ease
of access. It will also have to en-
sure basicamenities such as clean
drinking water and WiFi services
at the site,” the official said.

The illumination of the mon-
ument at night, opening souvenir
shops, food courts and installing
Point of Sale (PoS) machines at
counters are also part of the list of
activities that the firm, which will
now be known as ‘Monument
Mitra’, will have to undertake.

The initial steps must be
taken in the next four to five
months. “The ResBird group will
now submit an action plan, list-
ing the steps it aims to take. We
hope to clear the planin the next
three weeks,” the official added.

The ‘Adopt A Heritage: Apni
Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan’,
scheme, launched on September
27, 2017, is a collaborative
effort among the Ministry of
Tourism, Ministry of Culture and
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI), and the states.

The private firms, PSUs or in-
dividuals who adopt monuments
under the scheme are expected
to fund the development and
maintenance activities on their
own, and will get visibility at the
sites and the Incredible India
website in return.

The official said two more
sites, Bara Lao Ka Gumbad and
Mehrauli Archaeological Park,
which are on DDA land, will also
be adopted soon.
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As infighting rages,
Cong looks set to stretch
losing streak in Haryana

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH,
OCTOBERS

JUST OVER a fortnight
left for D-day on
October 21, things aren’t
looking very bright for
main opposition
Congress in Haryana.
The party has failed to
put its house in order
despite effecting a
change of guard in the
state unit weeks before
the elections.

From infighting, fac-
tionalism, defections
and uncertainty in party
leadership to a “rebel-
lion” through a show of
strength by former chief
minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, and now
state unit chief Ashok
Tanwar’s resignation —
nothing seems to be go-
ing right for the grand
old party.

On Saturday, Tanwar
accused the Congress of
conspiring to commit “po-
litical murders” and “ig-
noring” dedicated and
committed soldiers.
Accusing Hooda and
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the
party in-charge for
Haryana, of hijacking dis-
tribution of election tick-
ets, Tanwar announced his
resignation and said he and
lakhs of party workers are
“feeling suffocated”.

In the Lok Sabha polls
just this summer, the
Congress lost all 10 seats to
the BJP by huge margins. In

Do-or-die
battle for
® Hooda, Selja

EXPLAINED

OCTOBER 21 poll will be a
do-or-die battle for Kumari
Selja and Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, who replaced
Ashok Tanwar and Kiran
Choudhry as Haryana
Congress president and
Congress Legislature Party
leader, respectively. Hooda
had thelion’s share in ticket
distribution and got a ma-
jority of his close aides
party tickets. Besides other
stalwarts of Haryana
Congress, both Selja and
Hooda lost this summer’s
Lok Sabha polls by big mar-
gins. Hooda and at least 13
Congress MLAs — all of
them contesting this time
— were demanding
Tanwar’s removal for the
party to improve its
prospects.

the 90-member Assembly
elected in 2014, the party
had a strength of 17, before
one of its MLAs, Jai Tirath
Dahiya, recently resigned,
allegedly die to infighting,
reducing the strength to 16.

While the BJP is con-
stantly increasing its vote
base in Haryana — from 17
per cent in 2009 Assembly
polls to 34 per centin 2014
and over 58 per cent in
2019 Lok Sabha polls — the
Congress has been on just
as steady a decline. The
party lost each election by

Won'’t allow Tanwar
entry into BJP: Khattar

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 5

SOON AFTER Haryana
Congress president Ashok
Tanwar made public his
resignation on Saturday,
the BJP sharpened its at-
tack on the Congress.
While there was spec-
ulation in political circles
that he would switch over
to the BJP before the polls,
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar ruled
out the possibility. “We
will not give him (Tanwar)
entry (into BJP),” he said.

Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our

On Tanwar’s reported
remarks that the BJP had
invited him, Khattar said,
“The BJP has not estab-
lished any contact with
him (Tanwar). Had the BJP
called him, he would have
joined us long time ago.”

Khattar said Tanwar’s
allegations of irregularities
inticket allotment have ex-
posed the Congress. He
said, “Now people and
leaders have understood
that they should notremain
insuchaparty.Alotof their
people are contacting us
and we are saying that we
will take people whose past
iscleanand whofacenoal-

legationand carryno
baggage.”

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in
-

big margins — mayoral,
byelection to Jind
Assembly seat earlier this
year, and the Lok Sabha
polls.

A senior Haryana
Congress leader, not will-
ing to be named, said, “Itis
a pity the way the
Congress is functioning,
barely days before the
polling. All this will cost
the party dear. At a time
when the entire leader-
ship should have got to-
gether, led the party work-
ers and exposed the BJP
government, leaders here
are fighting each other and
accusing the leadership of
conspiracies”.

Another Haryana
Congress leader, who is a
candidate in the upcoming
polls, said, “Developments
such as Hooda’s rebellion
or resentment shown by
Capt Ajay Yadav and Kiran
Choudhry, or Tanwar’s res-
ignation, will definitely
have a bearing on our
prospects. Congress candi-
dates are virtually looking
for a miracle, as the kind of
support they required from
senior leadership is
nowhere to be seen.”

Hooda, however, re-
mains unfazed. He said the
party’s slogan this time is
“Abki baar, Congress
sarkaar”, an apparent
counter to the BJP’s “Ab ki
baar, 75-paar” slogan.

On Friday, Selja had re-
jected Tanwar’s allegations
and said that the Congress
“does not belong to any in-
dividual”.

I DECLARE

DUSHYANTCHAUTALA
JJP. Uchana Kalan

X74.77 cr

TOTALASSETS (Self, Spouse,
Coparcener Ajay Chautala HUF)

IMMOVABLE  MOVABLE
2347cr 5130cr
CASH (self) ¥9.32lakh

Incomein2018-19 ¥65.45,878 lakh
(self, spouse, HUF)

CRIMINAL CASE 0
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In poll season, parties

out to milk Aarey issue

Uddhav, Aaditya back protesters; Oppn slams Sena, BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 5

THESHIV Sena, which never loses
anopportunity to take onally BJP,
onSaturday took the issue of tree
felling at Mumbai's Aarey Colony
to slam Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (MMRCL)
and hit back at the BJP-led state
government, of whichitis a part.

While Shiv Sena leader
Aaditya Thackeray, the party's
candidate from Worli con-
stituency in Mumbai, said late
Saturday that his party would en-
sure Aarey is declared a forest af-
terit comes to power in the state,
another Sena leader,
Maharashtra's Minister of State
for Housing Ravindra Waikar, told
The Sunday Express that “reloca-
tion of the (Metro) car shedonan
adjoining plot would have saved
large-scale destruction of trees”.

Waikar, who is also MLA of
Jogeshwari (East), where both
sites are located, said he had dis-
cussed the option with Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis and
officials of MMRCL in the past.

Throwing his weight behind
activists protesting against felling
of trees, Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray said, “Aarey is the
most important issue for me
right now. Whatever is happen-
ing today, whatever was happen-
ing yesterday, and whatever will
happen in future.... I will collect
detailed information of what the
situation is and will speak firmly
and directly on the issue.”

Firing a barb at ally BJP,
Thackeray said, “The upcoming
government will be ours, and
once it comes into power, we
will deal with the murderers of
Aarey forest in the best possible
way we can.”

Interacting with the mediain
Worli constituency, Aaditya said,
“Iam angry and sad. I never felt
MMRCL would steal the plot in
such a manner. If they had guts
after the court gave the order in
their favour, they should have

Aaditya Thackeray at a rally in Mumbai Saturday. Nirmal Harindran
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doneitindaylight. Itis wrong to
do such work by using so much
police force, treating it as PoK.

“We will not tolerate dadagiri
on Mumbaikars.”

Seeking to explain why the
Sena has not taken a more proac-
tive role in saving the trees,
Aaditya said: “Our hands are tied
due to the elections and the code
of conduct. But when we return
to power, we will ensure that
Aarey is declared a forest.”

While the hacking of trees is
going on at a 30-hectare green
portion that was earlier reserved
by the Fadnavis government for
a “Metro car shed and allied
uses”, minister Waikar said, “I
feel the entire ordeal could have
been avoided. The adjoining plot
(partially slum encumbered) is
big. I had suggested that the car
shed be constructed there. The
hutments could have been rede-
veloped or rehabilitated. That
way, the car shed could have
come up without destruction of

the trees.”

Meanwhile, Congress candi-
date Sunil Kumre questioned
Waikar’s lack of interest in the
movement. “Every Sunday, a‘Save
Aarey’ protest was held. The MLA
of the area has never come.” He
said the state government
showed unprecedented hurry fol-
lowing the Bombay HC judgment
and gave “no time to activists to
approach the Supreme Court”.

By Saturday afternoon, for-
mer Mumbai Congress presi-
dent Sanjay Nirupam reached
the site and joined the protest.
He blamed the Sena for exhibit-
ing “hypocritical attitude” to-
wards the Aarey issue. “They
should take a stand but they
aren't. Sena must break coalition
with BJP if it supports the Aarey
cause,” Nirupam said.

Former mayor Shubha Raul,
who was detained on Saturday
morning, said the local Sena
cadre has been supporting the
Aarey cause.

NCP spokesperson Nawab
Malik also questioned the BJP-
Sena alliance over Aarey issue.
“Now that trees are being felled
where are those environment
lovers who banned plastic?” he
said in a statement.

Candidate pays poll deposit in Rs 10 coins

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 5

INSPIRED BY a film, a candidate
from Latur Assembly seat in
Maharashtra paid his poll de-
posit in coins.

Santosh Sabde, who is con-
testing as an independent from
this central Maharashtra town,
said Election Commission offi-
cials on Friday were hesitant to
accept the deposit in coins, but

“acquiesced eventually”.

An Assembly poll candidate
has to pay Rs 10,000 as deposit.
Friday was the last day to file
nominations for the October 21
state elections.

Makrand Anaspure-starrer
2009 Marathi film Gallit Gondhal
Dillit Mujra has a sequence where
the protagonist, who is contest-
ing an election, pays the deposit
in coins, and officials sweat it out
while counting them.

Sabde (28), who is pursuing

law degree, said he took his cue
from the film, “but for a public
cause”.

“I don’t know why, but peo-
ple in Latur are reluctant to use
or accept Rs 10 coin in transac-
tions at any level despite it being
legal tender. So, I decided to pay
the depositin Rs 10 coins to flag
the issue,” Sabde said.

He collected coins from peo-
ple who could not spend them
due to the ‘unacceptability’, he
said.
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e-Procurement Tender Notice

The following Tenders have been
floated online. Tenderers are
requested to visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offers online. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD may be seen in website.
Offers submitted manually will not be
accepted. Offers by post will not be
entertained. Tender Closing time is
14.30 hrs of the Due date of the
Tender. “For all indigenous offers,
EMD will be accepted only via online
system as available on
WWW.ireps.gov.in

Tender No. Short Description
45.19.1065  Vdeep 6 grooved
axle pully
83.19.1150  Paperduplicate White
(Semiabsorbent)
size-21x29.7Cms
conformingtoIS:
1848 (Part-2) 2018
38.19.2187E  OQuter Spring
38.19.2363 L Type Composition
Brake Block
56.19.1193A Relay, ACimmune,
Plug-intype, style
QBCAT1
38.19.2196B Auxiliary Reservoir
Supporting Bracket
65.19.5025A Elevators 13
passenger capacity
30.19.3650  Equalizing Stay
30.19.1192  Hanger Block
30.19.1202  Wearing Piece
30.19.1106  Rear Cover for Axle
Box
30.19.1903A Battery Box
38.17.1544B AirBrake Hose
Coupling

Note:-Due dates of Tender Opening:
S.Nos. 01 to 04 on 28.10.19 S.No. 05
on 31.10.19. S.No 06 on 01.11.19
S.No. 07 on 04.11.19 S.Nos 08 to 10
on 07.11.19. S.Nos.11 to 12 on
08.11.19S.No.130n2.11.19.
Beside above mentioned tenders there
are other tenders having value below
Rs. 25 lakhs. For details, please visit
above Railway website.

Principal Chief Materials Manager/
A1633/19 Secunderabad

DMK hits out at
sedition case
against celebs

Chennai: DMK president M K
Stalin on Saturday demanded
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi take steps to withdraw the
FIR filed in Bihar against celebri-
ties on Friday.

Condemning the move, he
said “labelling them as anti-na-
tionals” for writing an open letter
to Modi, voicing concern over
growing incidents of mob lynch-
ing, was “unacceptable.”

Targeting the PM, Stalin al-
leged that the government was
involved in acts against freedom
of expression, which was “unac-
ceptable.” Hence, the PM should
“take steps toimmediately with-

Devendra Fadnavis

Three objections

against Fadnavis
poll affidavit, RO
dismisses them

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,OCTOBER 5

THREE OBJECTIONS were raised
on Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis’ election affidavit on
Saturday. However, aftergoing
through the submissions made
by Fadnavis’ election agent,
Sandip Joshi, the Returning
Officer (RO)dismissed the objec-
tions and held the affidavit valid.

The first objection was raised
by Congress candidate from
Nagpur South-West con-
stituency, Ashish Deshmukh. He
pointed out that the stamp of the
notary before whom Fadnavis
had made his affidavit showed
that the validity of his licence had
expired on December 28, 2018.

Joshi in his written submis-
sion to the RO said that the notary,
V P Sontakke’s, licence was ex-
tended for five years on
December 29, 2018 and that the
old stamp error “was inadver-
tently put and was hence incon-
sequential”. He also submitted a
copy of notary’s licence.

The RO, Shekhar Ghadge, in
his ruling, said: “Sandip Joshi has
submitted the copy of the licence
of the notary that shows the five-
year extension granted to him.
Hence, the objectionis rejected as
no substance was found...”

The second complaint was
raised by AAP candidate from
Nagpur South-West, Amol
Hadke. He said, “Fadnavis was an
MLA from 2009-2014. He is Chief
Minister from 2014. During this
period, he had a room reserved
for him at MLA hostels in
Mumbai and Nagpur. He also oc-
cupied the government bunga-
lows in Nagpur and Mumbai. The
CM had not furnished ‘no dues
certificate’ for these places in his
affidavit...”

The ROrejected the objection,
saying that the ‘no dues certifi-
cate’ had been submitted by
Fadnavis “independently”.

The third objection was raised
by lawyer Satish Ukey. He alleged
that Fadnavis’ affidavit was
“forged”.

In his ruling, the RO said it
wasn’t within his jurisdiction to
decide the issues raised by Ukey.
He added that the lawyer should
approach appropriate authority
for redressal.

Mizoram civil society groups meet
Shah with concern over citizenship Bill

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER S

CIVIL SOCIETY groups in
Mizoram on Saturday met
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who is on a visit to the
north-east Indian state, and
submitted a memorandum,
expressing concern over the
Citizenship Amendment Bill
(CAB) and stating that the Bill
should not be passed “until
there are provisions for safe-
guard of Mizos”.

The memorandum also
highlighted the issue of repa-

Amit Shah at the Northeast Handloom and
Handicraft Exhibition 2019 in Aizawl. PTI

draw the case and protect Indian
democracy, he said.

triation of Brus to the state
from camps in neighbouring
Tripura, Lalhmachhuana, sec-
retary of Mizoram’s NGO co-
ordination committee, said.
Stating that Shah assured
them on both issues,
Lalhmachhuana said, “The
Home Minister said thata pro-
vision will be inserted in CAB
for protection of the people of
states where the ILP [Inner
Line Permit]| regimeisin place
— states such as Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland. On repatriation of

PTI

Brus, he told us that an inter-
locutor will be appointed
through whom the issue
should be settled amicably.”
OnSaturday, Shah also met
Chief Minister Zoramthanga,
who tweeted, “I am glad I
could convey the need of my
people to the Hon'ble Amit
Shah ji who is very keen on
uplifting the socio-economic
status of Mizoram.”
Zoramthanga told Shah
that people of Mizoram are
against the proposed amend-
ment to the Citizenship Act,

1955, and the Citizenship Bill,
2019, could open a “floodgate
of illegal immigrants” in
Mizoram, according to an of-
ficial statement issued in
Aizawl.

Shah was in Aizawl to in-
augurate the Northeast
Handloom and Handicraft
Expo.

Speaking at the exhibition,
Shah called Mizoram the most
beautiful state in India and
maintained that the state has
now taken a lead in develop-
ment and peace after over-

coming violence of the past.
“The Narendra Modi govern-
ment is committed to devel-
opment of Mizoram and solv-
ing allits problems,” he said.

Shah said Mizoram re-
ceived only Rs 19,974 crore
during the 13th Finance
Commission under the
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, and theamount wasin-
creased to Rs 42,972 crore by
the Modi government in the
next Finance Commission. He
stressed on bamboo cultiva-
tion and listed the various sec-
tors in which the Centre has
enhanced developmentin the
Northeast.

Shah had visited Guwahati
last month and said that con-
stitutional safeguards to states
and communities in the
north-eastern states will not
be overridden when the CAB
is passed by the government,
nor will any illegal migrant be
allowed to stay in the country.

In the BJP-led NEDA meet
which Shah attended in
Guwahati, Zoramthanga had
requested Shah to exclude the
Northeast from the purview of
the Bill.
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Nath meets PM, asks for Central
team to assess flood damage

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath on Friday met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
asked him to send a Central team for
assessing the damage caused by ex-
cessive rain and floods that hit the
state earlier this month.

As many as 20 out of 52 districts
in the state received 60 per cent or
more rainfall than normal.

During their 45-minute interac-
tion, Nath apprised Modi of the dam-
age.The CM also submitted a memo-
randum saying the devastation
should be categorised as a major
calamity, and demanded that the
Centrerelease Rs9,000 crore from the
National Disaster Relief Fund imme-
diately for reconstructing the dam-
aged infrastructure. ENS
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NC delegation gets J&K Governor’s
assent to meet with Omar, Farooq
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3 killed as tractor-trolley rams

into motorcyclein UP

Hardoi: Three men were
killed after the motorcycle
they were travelling on was
hit by a tractor-trolley in
Uttar Pradesh's Hardoi dis-
trict, police said on Saturday.
The accident occurred on
Lucknow-Hardoi road near
Hardaspur under Kotwali
Kachauna police station lim-
its on Friday night,

Superintendent of Police (SP)
Alok Priyadarshi said. He said
Sripal (32), Gokaran(40)and
Lalit (45) were returning
home when the tractor-trol-
ley rammed into their motor-
cycle. The three were rushed
to a hospital where doctors
declared Sripal and Gokaran
brought dead and later Lalit
succumbed toinjuries. PTI

Construction work underway for the Kartarpur
Corridor at Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur, Punjab. P11

EAST
Rs 1.64 crlooted from cash

vanin Chhattisgarh, 3 held

Bemetara: Four armed men
on Saturday looted Rs 1.64
crore cash from a van on its
way to replenish an ATM in
Bemetara district, police said.
However, three of the ac-
cused were arrested within
hours with help from local
residents of Baghul village.
The incident occurred
around 11:30 am when the
van was on its way to an SBI

ATM to deposit cash, said
Bemetara SP Prashant
Thakur. The accused looted
the van when it had stopped
because of a flat tire, he said
Following the incident,
Thakur said the robbers
abandoned the car at Baghul
and were trying to flee when
some villagers spotted them
and managed to overpower
three of them, he said. PTI

WEST
Man goes looking for missing

cattle, killed by tiger

Chandrapur: A 60-year-old
man was killed in a tiger at-
tack in Chichpalli forest range
inMaharashtra’s Chandrapur
district, an official said on
Saturday. Santosh Vittal
Gurnule, resident of
Kavadpeth village, noticed
some of his cattle missing
and ventured into a dense
forest patch late Friday
evening looking for them and

was killed by a tiger, said
Chandrapur divisional forest
officer AL Sonkusre. “We no-
ticed tiger pug marks near
the spot where Gurnule was
killed. Immediate cash relief
of Rs 30,000 was given to his
kin,” he said. Last week;, a cat-
tle grazer, Tuslidas Pakewar
(55), was killed by a tiger in
Shivni forest range, some 80
kilometres from here. PTI

SOUTH

Arvind Swami to play MGR
in Jayalalithaa biopic

Mumbai: Actor Arvind
Swami is set to portray for-
mer Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter M G Ramachandran in a
biographical drama filmon ]
Jayalalithaa. Titled Thalaiviin
Tamil and Jaya in Hindi, the
movie will be directed by
Vijay. Actor Kangana Ranaut
will portray Jayalalithaa in
the film. Jayalalithaa, the for-
mer CM of Tamil Nadu,

passed away on December 5,
2016. Ramachandran, an ac-
tor-turned politician, was
popularly known as MGR
among his followers. He had
formed the AIADMK, after
quitting the DMK in 1972 and
captured power in the state
in 1977. He continued as the
CM for 10 consecutive years
till his death on December
24,1987. PTI

Fourth arrest in PMC Bank
case, ex-chairman in custody

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER S

THE ECONOMIC Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Mumbai Police ar-
rested Waryam Singh, former
chairman of the Punjab and
Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC)
Bank, late Saturday evening.
Singh, one of the four accused
against whom the EOW had reg-
istered an FIR, had been detained
earlier in the day.

A magistrate court on
Saturday remanded Joy Thomas,
the former managing director of
PMCBank, in the EOW’s custody
for two weeks. The police told
the court that Thomas was one
of the key accused in the con-
spiracy that led to the Rs 4,355
crore scam at the bank, and had
allegedly guided or committed
most of the credit to the HDIL

group of companies, which did
not use the funds for their desig-
nated purpose.

Rakesh Wadhawan and
Sarang Wadhawan, promoters of
HDIL, are already in police cus-
tody.

In the FIR registered on
Monday against Rakesh
Wadhawan, Sarang Wadhawan,
Joy Thomas, and Waryam Singh,
police said the actions of the ac-
cused allegedly led to bank
losses totalling Rs 4,355.46 crore.
Police had first registered an of-
fence on a complaint from the
RBI following the collapse of the
bank.

The RBI had stepped in and
placed restrictions on with-
drawals after the crisis at the
bank came to light last week ow-
ing mainly to massive Non
Performing Assets (NPA) that
were under-reported.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 5

THE ADMINISTRATION of
Governor Satya Pal Malik in
Jammu and Kashmir has given
permission to a delegation of
leaders from the National
Conference to meet their party
president Dr Farooq Abdullah
and vice-president Omar
Abdullah, who are under deten-
tion in the Kashmir Valley.

“The delegation led by provin-
cial president Mr Devender Singh
Rana and comprising former
party legislators will leave for
Srinagar by an IndiGo flight from
Jammu on Sunday morning,”
party spokesperson Madan
Mantoo said in Jammu on
Saturday afternoon.

Mantoo said the permission
to meet the two leaders under
detention was conveyed to Rana
by a senior official in the admin-

J&K Police: Nine

held for bid to
revive militancy
in Chenab Valley

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, OCTOBER 5

THE JAMMU and Kashmir Police
has arrested nine people plan-
ning to revive militancy in the
Chenab Valley region, which
comprises Kishtwar, Doda and
Ramban districts.

The nine have been identified
as Mohammad Jaffer, Liyagat Alj,
Kousar Hussain, Nissar Ahmed
Rather, Imtiyaz Ahmed Butt, Arif
Nisar, Manzoor Ahmed Ganie,
Noor Mohammad Malik and
Farooq Ahmed Bhat — all resi-
dents of Kishtwar. All barring
Rustam and Masood were re-
manded to 12-day police custody
by NIA/TADA Court Special Judge
Subash Gupta on Friday.

With their arrest, the num-
ber of militants and their sup-
porters held for alleged involve-
ment in militancy, or for
providing logistics to militants
including shelter, hasrisen to 14.

Earlier, police had arrested
three Hizbul Mujahideen mili-
tants and two overground work-
ers (OGWs) for the murder of a
senior BJPleader and anRSS func-
tionary among four people in
Kishtwar over the past year. Apart
from these four killings, militants
had also snatched AK rifles from
the PSO of Kishtwar Deputy
Commissioner in March and of a
PDP district president last month.

The arrested were identified
as Nissar Ahmed Sheikh, Nishad
Ahmed and Azad Hussain, and
OGWs Rustam and Masood
Mattoo. According to police
sources, all these people were
part of a conspiracy torevive ter-
ror in the Chenab Valley region.

The conspiracy was hatched
by Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander Jahangir Saroori with
Osama, Zahid and Nissar Ahmed
Sheikh. Another militant Moin-
ul-Islam also joined them later.
Osama along with Zahid was
among three militants killed in
an encounter with security
forces in Ramban district on
September 28. An Army jawan
was also killed.

istration on Friday evening.

Aday after he was himself al-
lowed to move out of home af-
ter nearly two months, Rana had,
on Thursday, asked Governor
Malik to allow an NC delegation
to meet the party’s president and
vice president so they could de-
cide the next political steps.

Rana, who also happens to be
the younger brother of Union
Minister of State in the PMO Dr
Jitendra Singh, was among the
nearly a dozen mainstream
politicians who were made to
stay indoors by the administra-
tion after the removal of special
status under Article 370 on
August 5.

Restrictions on Rana and
nearly adozen other Opposition
leaders in Jammu were lifted on
Wednesday evening.
Mainstream politicians in
Kashmir continue to be under
detention. Farooq Abdullah has
been detained under the strin-

gent Public Safety Act (PSA).

The day after the restrictions
on him were lifted, Rana chaired
a meeting of senior NC leaders,
which unanimously adopted a
resolution expressing “concern
over the situation in the wake of
unfortunate political develop-
ments during the past two
months”.

The meeting expressed “an-
guish over the continued deten-
tion of senior leaders of National
Conference and other main-
stream political parties in
Kashmir, including Dr Farooq
Abdullah and Omar Abdullah”.
They appealed to the Governor
to allow a delegation to meet
them, saying “the party will
chalk out the future course of
action after meeting the top
leadership”.

The NC leaders sought the
immediate release of all political
leaders and the withdrawal of
restrictions on free movement

and expression, and called for
“ensuring liberty by restoring
democracy”.

They condemned the deten-
tion of Farooq Abdullah under
the PSA “notwithstanding his
immense and crucial role in
democratic polity of the country
and contribution in steering the
state to peace, progress and de-
velopment, braving all odds”,
and sought the immediate re-
lease of not just the Abdullahs,
but of all detained political
leaders.

They also pledged to
“strengthen bonds of communal
harmony, unity, togetherness,
and inclusive democratic polity
—along cherished agenda set for
the state by Sher-e-Kashmir
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah”,
and said they would work to
“safeguard the interests of the
people of the state” so “they are
not deprived of their rights and
privileges”.

Cancer patient held under PSA:
cops cite ‘threat’, kin ask how

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 5

THE FAMILY of a cancer patient
from Kulgam in south Kashmir,
who has been detained under
the Public Safety Act (PSA) and
sent to jail in Bareilly, Uttar
Pradesh, has moved the J&K
High Court seeking release of
their son on medical grounds.

The police dossier on Parvaiz
Ahmad Palla, 33, from Matibugh
village in Kulgam, calls him a
“threat to safety and security of
general public and sovereignty
of the nation”.

According to a letter from Dr
Tanveer A Rather, additional pro-
fessor head of Nuclear Medicine
department at Srinagar’s SKIMS,
Palla is on “regular follow-up for
further management of the dis-
ease and has to attend outpatient
services on regular basis”. His
family had earlier submitted the
letter to the then Kulgam DIVL.

Palla was detained from
home in the Valley on August 6,
booked under PSA a day later,
and moved to Bareilly jail in UP.

His family, however, questions
how he canbe athreatwhenheis
living on “life-saving drugs”.

ST

The police dossier on Palla
states: “The subject has links with
unlawful association and has been
providing every logistic support
to militants of banned organisa-
tion, who are carrying unlawful
and subversive activities to secede
the state of J&K from Union of
India. As such, the activities of sub-
ject are highly prejudicial to the
security of the state. It is appre-
hended that if the subject is free,
the subject may plot any subver-
sion or may join militant ranks,
which can cause threat to safety
and security of general publicand
sovereignty of the nation.”

While recommending his de-
tention, the police have said that
PallaisnamedinanFIR (83/2017)
at Kulgam Police Station when
his name surfaced during inves-
tigation of a militant activity.

The dossier reads: “In 2018,
the subject was apprehended by
forces for his involvement in
subversive activities. The subject
isahardcore OGW [Over Ground
Worker | of terrorist organisation
Hizbul Mujahideen, who pro-
vide all logistic support to this or-
ganisation for carrying out sub-
versive activities. The subject has
facilitated active militants in all
possible ways...”

L. STRUGGLING

As grounds of detention, the
Kulgam DM has reproduced the
police dossier, replacing the
word “subject” by “you”.

Kulgam Deputy Commis-
sioner Showkat Aijaz told The
Sunday Express he doesn’thave any
off-hand information about the
case. “Iwilllookintoit,” he said.

Palla’s family said the district
authorities have been informed
about his life-threatening dis-
ease. Theletterissued on October
26,2018, by Dr Rather stated that
Palla “...is registered in the de-
partment of Nuclear Medicine
SKIMS under RCC (Regional
Cancer Centre) No 1602/1 (MRD
N0002324&436314)asacase of
papillary cancer thyroid. He was
treated with 1131 High Dose
therapy on 01-07-2015 onindoor
basis.....(The) patient needs daily
medication and investigation on
regular basis...”

Palla’s father Mohammad
Ayub Palla said he was not allowed
to take his medicine when he was
picked up on the night of August
6.“On August 15,Iwent to Bareilly
to meet him but officials told me
they have directions not to allow
any meeting. When I requested
them to atleast give him his med-
icines, they refused,” he said.

Arickshaw-puller wades through a rain-inundated road in Rajendra Nagar, Patna. P11

BSF pilot who impersonated
superior to pilot Amit Shah resigns

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

KARGIL WAR hero Wing
Commander (retd)] S Sangwan,
who is facing an inquiry for im-
personating his superior officer
in a bid to pilot for Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, has resigned
from the BSF Air Wing.

His resignationis yet tobe ac-
cepted by the BSE. The force, how-
ever, is non-committal on
whether Sangwan would be al-
lowed to go, as it has merely said
his applicationis “under process”.
Sources said accepting Sangwan’s
resignation would mean letting
him go without any enquiry atall.

The Indian Express had on
August 27 reported how
Sangwan, a Kargil War hero from
the Indian Air Force, is under in-
vestigation by BSF and the Delhi
Police for impersonating and

misrepresenting a superior offi-
cerin a bid to fly Shah’s aircraft.

Days later, on September 2,
Sangwan petitioned the BSF for
“voluntary resignation” from
service. Under the norm, peti-
tions for resignation or retire-
ment are not accepted if the per-
son is facing an enquiry.

“Weg Cdr Jintendra Sangwan,
Comdet (Pilot) has submitted a
petition dated 02 Sept 2019 for
voluntary resignation from serv-
ice and again submitted a second
application dated 16 Sept 2019
for seeking voluntary resignation
from service w.e.f 31 Oct’ 2019.
The case is under examination
and process,” the BSF said in
statement to The Indian Express.

However, it added that the
“Staff Court of Inquiry is in
progress” and that BSF Air Wing
“has provided necessary details
to PS domestic Airport Palam as
requested”.

The police, with which a
complaint had been filed, had
asked for CCTV footage of the
BSF Air Wing computer room
and necessary documents re-
lated to rules and regulations.

The Indian Express had re-
ported that through June and
July, engineering, construction
and manufacturing giant Larsen
and Toubro received a series of
mails from the BSF Air Wing,
which flies Shah. The mails re-
quested that Sangwan be given
a chance to fly L&T flights.

The mails highly recom-
mended Sangwan, saying he was
a trained Embraer pilot with Pilot
inCommand grading and had over
4,000 flying hours under his belt.
Given the high recommendation,
L&T agreed and offered to allow
himto pilotitsflight from Chennai
to Delhi to Mumbai in July.

A day before he was to leave
for Chennai, however, L&T called

the BSF Air Wing office for some
clarification. To its horror, it was
told that the BSF had made no
such recommendation and that
Sangwan was not rated evenas a
co-pilot. An examination of the
mails revealed that Sangwan had
recommended himself, imper-
sonating as his superior, and in
one of the mails had given his
ownnumber for verification calls.

A preliminary inquiry found
that the officer was, perhaps, try-
ing to clockin enough flying hours
on an Embraer so that he could
quickly begin to fly the Home
Minister — for any VIP flying, a pi-
lot needs a minimum of 500
hours of flying under his belt. To
fly the home minister, the require-
ment is in excess of 1,000 hours.

A complaint was handed
over in this regard to the
Domestic Airport police station
while an internal enquiry was
launched by the BSE.
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SHAHJAHANPUR CASE

SIT gets nod for
voice samples of
Chinmayanand,
law student

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 5

A SHAHJAHANPUR court on
Saturday gave permission to the
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
to take voice sample former Lok
Sabha MP Chinmayanand and
the 23-year-old law student who
has accused him of sexually as-
saulting her.

The woman and three men
have been booked for allegedly
blackmailing and trying to extort
Rs 5 crore from the 72-year-old.
All five are lodged in
Shahjahanpur jail.

On Thursday, the SIT had
moved anapplication in the court
of Chief Judicial Magistrate Omvir
Singh and sought permission to
take voice sample of all five.

Government counsel,
Shahjahanpur, Lal Sahab Singh
said: “All five persons, through
their lawyers, raised objections on
the SIT application. After hearing
the arguments, the court on Friday
reserved its order. On Saturday,
Chief Judicial Magistrate Omvir
Singh allowed application of the
SIT in which they sought permis-
sionto take all five persons, includ-
ing the woman and Chinmay-
anand, to Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) in Lucknow to
take their voice samples.”

Lal Sahab said since the court
did not specify any date, the SIT
can take a decision on when and
how to take them to FSL for tests.

Chinmayanand’s lawyer Om
Singh said, “The SIT wanted to
verify voices of all five persons
with video clips which they had
obtained through different
sources during investigation.”

The victim had provided 43
video clips in a pen drive to SIT,
and Om Singh provided four
clips to the investigating agency
on behalf of Chinmayanand.

One video purportedly
shows Chinmayanand getting a
massage from the woman and
allegedly making objectionable
remarks about her. Another clip

Chinmayanand

purportedly has the woman and
three men speaking about the Rs
5-crore extortion call allegedly
made to Chinmayanand.

The SIT had sent all the clips
to forensic lab for examination,
and has stated that that the FSL
report shows all of them are gen-
uine, and there is no editing on
the clips.

A senior SIT officer said, “To
collect concrete evidence against
accused, we are getting their
voice matched with the video
clips... We will coordinate with
FSL authorities before taking
them to Lucknow.”

Meanwhile, Om Singh
claimed that Chinmayanand has
developed problemsinhis eyes. “I
requested jail authorities today to
get his eyes medically examined.
The jail authorities assured that
they would look into it,” he said.

The SIT has booked
Chinmayanand under IPC
Sections 376C (sexual inter-
course by a personin authority),
354D (stalking), 342 (wrongful
confinement)and 506 (criminal
intimidation).

The woman and the three
men have been booked underIPC
Sections 385 (putting a person in
fear of injury in order to commit
extortion), 506 (criminal intimi-
dation), 34 (acts done by several
persons in furtherance of com-
mon intention) and 201 (causing
disappearance of evidence of of-
fence, or giving false information
to screen offender). The SIT has
also invoked Information
Technology Act against them.

Thomas Cook
collapse gives Goa
tourism operators
sleepless nights

SMITANAIR
PANAJI,OCTOBER S

WITH THE fall of global tourism
travel major Thomas Cook,
stakeholders in the travel and
tourism industry in Goa have re-
quested Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant to lobby with the Centre
to expand the scope of bilateral
agreements under civil aviation
and help facilitate international
tourist footfalls.

Around 50 high-end hotelsin
the state were always booked to
charter to Thomas Cook, which
flew down an average of 270
European travellers each day,
with bookings done for a mini-
mum week and extending to 21
days.

The travel and tourism indus-
try stakeholders have pegged
the loss in revenue at Rs 100
crore if a serious remedy is not
arrived at soon.

“We are looking at a situation
where Europeans have got their
visa, but there are fewer flying
options as the rest of the airlines
are connect flights which are not
carrying full capacity... At least
for five months we are pleading
that some arrangement needs to
be done so that tourists’ footfall
increases,” said Savio Messias,
the president of the Travel and
Tourism Association of Goa, the
parent body which is now nego-
tiating with the government on
behalf of the sector.

“Flight fares have gone up in
other airlines, with the knowl-
edge that the Thomas Cook’s
customers will look for options.
There are hotel chains and labels
who plan their entire budgets

Why industry
feels need for
global tourists

TOURISM INDUSTRY
stakeholders say
European charters in-
volve engagements with
hotels, restaurants,
shacks, week-long taxi
bookings, excursion op-
erators, cruise vessels,
bulk bookings of jeeps at
waterfall sights, and
dental clinic bookings.
They say while the
domestic tourist footfall
in Goa has been onan
increase, bulk bookings
do not extend more than
along weekend, with
travel usually limited to
rented two-wheelers.

based on bookings from this
charter. These people stand to
lose huge amounts if their rooms
are not occupied,” Messias said.
“We also now have anadded
problem of another charter,
which comes from Europe, los-
ing its traditional parking spot at
the Dabolim airport, which will
further mean a loss of 250 seats
aweek. These are difficult calcu-
lations and need to be resolved
soon as we have the tourist sea-
son by November,” he added.
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WHY KUMARI SELJA

Haryana was doing very

well, but now has highest

unemployment —28%.
Maruti has cutits
production... All
industries are suffering
because of NDA govt’s
bad policies — from

demonetisation to GST”

MANQOJ CG: Elections have been
announced, and the perception is that
it’s an uphill battle for the Congress,
both in Maharashtra and Haryana.
How difficult are these polls for the
party, according to you?

[admit itis a challenge. While we have
just lost the Lok Sabha elections, I would
also say that it doesn’t really mean that
much in a democracy. For example, in the
2009 (general elections), we won nine out
of 10 seats in Haryana. Then, within
months, the state elections were an-
nounced, where the Congress did not do
very well. The situation could, perhaps, be
the same now as well because the issues at
the national and state level are very differ-
ent. Let’s face it, every election is a chal-
lenge. This election is also a challenge and
[ got this responsibility only a little while
ago. But there is work going onin the party,
and there has been a change.

MANOJ C G: Talking of issues, senior
Congress leader Bhupinder Singh
Hooda backed the abrogation of
Article 370, taking a different stand
from the party, and said that ‘my party
haslostits way’. Was he responding to
the public mood in the state?

The time was different then, and now
things have changed. I don’t think he has
articulated that view since he was made
the Congress Legislative Party leader in
Haryana. Also, while the BJP government
inHaryanais talking about Article 370, let’s
be careful. Listen to what the Chief Minister
(Manohar Lal Khattar)is saying. One of the
things that he referred to(ata speech after
the abrogation of Article 370) is that now
you will be able to get girls from Kashmir.
Nowy, if this is how they are going to explain
Article 370 to the people of Haryana, then
it’s a very sorry state of affairs. It reflects
their mindset, the RSS’s mindset. (The
Haryana BJP claimed the statement had
been twisted ‘under an agenda’).

Secondly, how does Article 370 affect
the common man in Haryana? It may be a
national issue... but I think even that is be-
hind us now. The BJP needs to answer for
things happening on the ground. They are
not talking about the issues affecting peo-
ple of Haryana. And, suddenly, they bringin
Article 370, the National Register of Citizens
(NRC). This shows that they do not really
have a grasp of the real ground issues.

MANOQ]J CG: But even on the NRC,
Mr Hooda backed the Chief Minister’s
idea of implementing it in Haryana.

[ think it may have been interpreted in
a different way. I think what he may have
meant is that why was the NRC issue not
raised in Haryana for five years. He may
have meant that. That is a fair question to
ask the government.

HARISH DAMODARAN: How much of
anissue is the demolition of the
Ravidas temple in Delhi, in the polls?

It did resonate. Please understand the
whole scenario here. For the Scheduled
Castes, itisabigissue. They feel that some-
where this government, and the BJP, is not
really sensitive to a certain section. The
temple had been there for centuries. There
was also samaadhis there. If the govern-
mentwanted, they could have re-planned
that whole area and let the temple stay.
They did not do that. They may take refuge
behind what the Supreme Court said, but
they could have re-planned it. So yes, the
move has affected a certain section, includ-
ing the SCs of Haryana.

ANOOP PHILIP: Former state party
chief Ashok Tanwar, who you replaced,
did not join you in your state-wide
tour. Also, in a veiled dig at Hooda, he
said that ‘those who contested the Lok
Sabha polls this year should give a
chance to other party colleagues’. How
doyou plan on tackling the infighting
in the Haryana Congress?

He may be feeling a little left out since
the change came at the last minute... This s
the way the party takes decisions at certain
times for certain people. It is an ongoing
thing. He may be feeling some things, but
even then he has been active for the party.
He has been holding meetings and he has
been talking about the party.

LIZ MATHEW: What are the Congress’s
alliance plans in Haryana?

No, there is nothing like that for us. We
are going solo.

LIZ MATHEW: During the Kashmir
debate in Parliament, many
Opposition leaders spoke up for
Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah,
your former allies who are under
house arrest. Why is the Congress
hesitant to talk about them?

[ think (Ghulam Nabi) Azad sir may
have spoken on that. Farooq Abdullahyi is

Appointed Haryana Pradesh
Congress Committee

president just a month before

the state goes to polls
(October 21), Kumari Selja
has her task cut out — from
handling the faction-ridden

party and senior leaders such

as former CM Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, who has
publicly taken divergent
positions on Article 370 and

the NRC, to taking on the
BJP, that won all the 10 seats
in Haryana in the general
elections this year. While the
Rajya Sabha MP and
Congress Legislative Party
member admits she was

appointed the Haryana chief
a “little late”, she says the
party is working to expose the
state government with
“renewed vigour”
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“It suits BJP to use its
propaganda to tell people
that Congress is only for
Muslims. It's an
insidious propaganda...

To say that the Congress
is anti-Hindu and pro a
certain section 1s
blatantly wrong

‘How does Art 370 affect common man in Haryana? BJP
raising it, NRC... shows they don’t know ground issues’

Haryana Cong president Kumari Selja admits Oct 21 polls are a challenge, denies differences within state unit will hurt party, defends
Rahul Gandhi’s focused attack on PM Modi before the Lok Sabha polls and says Cong will accept the Ayodhya verdict, whatever it is

Haryana Pradesh Congress Committee president Kumari Selja with Deputy Associate Editor Manoj C G in The Indian Express newsroom. Praveen Khanna

arespected leader of J&K. He was also an
ally of the BJP government earlier... We have
been saying that what are you going to gain
inastate by putting all political leaders be-
hind bars? On the one hand you say you
want to restore normalcy,and then, on the
other hand, you fear an 80-year-old man,
who has been your ally. What is the BJPac-
tually trying to prove? Their claims and ac-
tions are very contradictory.

PRADEEP KAUSHAL: At a publicrallyin
Rohtak, Mr Hooda made a lot of
promises such as increasing old age
pension, free bus travel facility for
women on Haryana Roadways etc.
What is the party’s position on it?

The party’s position is very clear. We are
seeking inputs from everybody, people, or-
ganisations... If they are workable, we will
include them in our manifesto. If some-
thing is not feasible, the committee will
look into it. If there are good suggestions,
we have no problem in taking them up.

RAVISH TIWARI: After Rahul Gandhi’s
resignation from the post of party
president, it seemed the party would
use the crisis to come up with
something new. But the Congress
Working Committee reinstated Sonia
Gandhi as interim president.

It is a new thing... At that point we all
felt that to hold the party together a senior
leader like Soniaji (was needed)... At first,
she was very reluctant. But then weall told
her that till we actually elect a new leader,
her experience may benefit the party. So
she agreed only to be the interim president.
Recently, she held a meeting to launch a
membership drive. We will also have a
schedule for electing a new president. She
is there only as an interim president.

MANQ)J C G: Most Congress leaders say
that the appointment of Sonia Gandhi
as the interim president was to keep
the party united, that she is a unifying
factor etc. But what makes the party
believe that if you appoint some other
leader, the party will break?

Itwasn’tjust that the party will remain
united. To elect a new president, we need
to go through a proper process. You must
understand that it was a big change for the
party... For the Congress president to re-
sign... We were trying to persuade him to
carry on but he stuck to his word. This put
the party in a certain situation, and so we
thought that her (Sonia Gandhi’s) experi-
ence will help us. So we requested her and
she agreed. Of course, there is a timeline
(for election of new president)...

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: Do you think
the time has come for the Congress to
move beyond the Gandhi family?

In the past too, the party haslooked be-
yond the Gandhi family. Then, we came
back to the Gandhi family... Now we have
decided that we will goin for elections and
we will have a proper schedule, and that
Soniaji will be the interim president. Now,
based on the organisational elections, we
will decide the future.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: But what
about fixing accountability for the
general election loss, and the party’s
decline in the states?

[ think all of us are accountable — all of
us, at every level. You can’t place the ac-
countability and blame on one person.

MANOQJ CG: There was a view that the
‘Chowkidar chor hai’ campaign, and
too much negative personal attack on
the Prime Minister, backfired.

You are saying this with the wisdom of
hindsight. He (the Prime Minister) is al-
ways attacking the Gandhi family, starting
from (Jawahar Lal) Nehruyji. There was def-
initely something going on in the Rafale
deal, and Rahulji was talking about it.
What was the harm? And it was just one of
the things. He was also talking about other
issues. But the media just focused on that
(Rafale). Please don’t forget thatin the en-
tire election the only person taking on Mr
Modi was Mr Rahul Gandhi.

HARISH DAMODARAN: Haryana always
had a good mix of agriculture and
industry. There were alot of rice mills
from Sonipat to Ambala. There were
textile mills. Then, there was Gurgaon,
Manesar and Jhajjar. However, in the
past few years it seemed to have really
slipped. Why is that?

Yes, Haryana was doing very well.
Today, Haryana has the highest unemploy-
mentrate — 28 per cent. The national aver-
ageisaround 8 per cent. What are they (the
BJP government in the state) doing? They

have no policies, whether it’s the auto in-
dustry or other industries. Look what they
have done to Maruti. The company has cut
its productionin Haryana. All the auxiliaries
are suffering. We have the plywood indus-
try, metal industry, the industry in Panipat
from where exports would take place... In
Ambala, we had the scientific instruments
industry. There was the IT industry... They
have all suffered because of the bad poli-
cies of the NDA government — from de-
monetisation to the bad implementation
of the Goods and Services Tax.

In the state, the (Manohar Lal) Khattar
government has no policies for industry,
unemployment, or for farmers. Can you
imagine, sugarcane farmers are getting
cheques dated 2020. What is happening?
When they say that they will give direct
payment to farmers... first they cut money
for their loans... what is the farmer getting
in hand? What kind of employment are
you giving the people of Haryana? Out of
80 posts, 78 go to non-Haryanvis. At the
lower levels, what are you doing? People
with Masters’ degrees, BTech graduates, are
opting for Class IV jobs.

Look at the drug menace among farm-
ers,in the younger lot. Thereis a crackdown
in Punjab and Rajasthan, and the entire
mafia is now moving towards Haryana.
What are you doing to our youth? You re-
duce corporate tax for the richest people
but how will you make up for the shortfall
inrevenue?... Your welfare schemes are go-
ing to suffer. It is obvious. The whole econ-
omy is going to suffer and when the whole
economy suffers, Haryana will suffer.

PRADEEP KAUSHAL: You were
appointed the state Congress president
very recently. Would it have been
better for the party to have done it, say,
two years ago?

[ don’t think one should get into that.
Let the past be the past. We have to move
forward. We have to work and expose this

“(Sonia Gandhi) is only
interim president...
(Rahul’s resignation) put
party in a situation, and
so we thought her
experience will help us...
There is a timeline (for
election of new chief)

government with renewed vigour.
MrHoodaand |, and the otherleaders, have
been travelling across the state. We have
held 10 workers’ meetings in each parlia-
mentary constituency. We have received
tremendous response from our workers.
The workers only respond if they see
change on the ground. Otherwise, they get
despondent. I am very happy with the re-
sponse. We shall fight this.

RAVISH TIWARI: You are a CWC
member as well. Looking at the events
of the past 100-150 days, it seems there
is alack of ideological coherence
within the Congress. Like what is the
party’s stand on Article 370? What is its
approach towards Narendra Modi?
There is not much clarity on the party’s
stand on these issues.

Please understand that the party hasal-
ways encompassed all kinds of views. Even
historically, we had different wings where
you could articulate your views. If you had,
say, a socialist view, you could have that. If
you leaned towards the Right, you were al-
lowed that. The Congress is such a forum
and yet we are all part of a party. And, when
the CWC passes a resolution, we are all a
part of that too, we accept it.

PVAIDYANATHAN IYER: The
nationalist agenda seems to have been
usurped by the BJP,and your party
doesn’t seem to have a strong counter-
narrative toit.

See, the BJP has always had a divisive
narrative. The Congress has always be-
lieved in holding together the fabric of this
country. For the BJP, the Congress becomes
an obvious target because they only want
to talkabout a certain section. The Congress
party talks about every section — which
also includes that certain section —
whether it is Hindu, Sikh, Muslim,
Christian, Parsi or Jain. The Congress has
held the country together. You cannot
make selective historical references, the
way the BJP does. Suddenly, for one issue,
you want to condemn Nehru, and for an-
other issue you want to praise another
leader. Where was the BJP when the coun-
try was fighting for Independence? Where
was the BJP and its ideology? They were
not deshbhakts or nationalists. In fact, they
opposed the Quit India movement. Today;,
they do not have a nationalist legacy to call
their own, so they want to appropriate our
leaders of that time. They are able to proj-
ect themselves as the only nationalist party
because of their propaganda machinery. I
can tell you that only the Congress’s ideol-
ogy works in this country. The Congress as
a political party may have lost power, but it
does not mean that the Congress’s ideol-
ogy is lost in the country. It is the real na-
tionalist ideology. The Congress does not

need to redefine nationalism. The Congress
is steeped in nationalism, and nationalism
is steeped in the Congress ideology.

RAVISH TIWARI: Would you admit that
the Congress has failed to
communicate its secularism and its
merits to the electorate?

This ultra-Right view is a global phe-
nomenon today. You see it all over. They
have been able to project it and, in a way,
that has got them power. The Congress has
not pandered to different kinds of views
just to retain power. For us, secularism in-
cludes everybody, Hindus too. This is what
Soniaji was also trying to say, that it suits
the BJP to use their propaganda to tell peo-
ple that the Congress is for Muslims. It's a
very insidious propaganda... The word po-
larisation is not in the best interests of the
country. You can’t push people indifferent
directions simply based on their religion.
To say that the Congress is anti-Hindu and
pro a certain section is blatantly wrong.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: So what is the
Congress offering now?

We need to take our youth along. We
need to give them a better future. We need
to give a better future to the people who
are forgotten by the BJP. They are only talk-
ing about polls and divisive issues. The
youth, forgotten people like the SCs and
STs... they deserve a better future and we
will try to do that. We are the ones who
brought the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act. We are
the ones who brought food security. We
gave these rights to the people because we
wanted everyone to grow. The BJP’s divi-
sive agenda is simply to divert the atten-
tion of the people fromreal issues. We want
to take the agenda and the narrative to
where it belongs. What are they doing
about the dignity of women? Look at the
Chinmayanand case. What are they doing
for farmers? The farmers have never faced
such misery before. Look at the poor im-
plementation of the MNREGA. There is no
money. These are the issues that the
Congress will focus on. They (the BJP) have
managed to prevail because they have
made one issue the overriding issue... You
are asked to choose sides over nationalism.
Are you a nationalist or anti-national?
Which citizen will call herself or himself an
anti-national? Which citizen will not sup-
port that? The Congress has never made it
out like that. You cannot take sides like that.

MANQ] CG: Inamonth orso the
Supreme Court may give its verdict in
the Ayodhya case. Has the Congress
decided its stand on the issue?

We have left it to the Supreme Court.
Whatever the verdict is, the Congress will
respectit.
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In that, lies a story. Of a town reliant on a former Union minister’s educational institutions, of people not unaware of what it might hide,
of a young woman'’s dreams, and of might vs a “middle-class family’s resolve for justice”. SOMYA LAKHANI reports

Bareilly

Shahjahanpur

Lucknow

UTTAR PRADESH

UCHCH BOL nahin rahen hain...
iskamatlab yeh nahin ki kuchch
bolne ko hai nahin humaare
paas (We are not saying any-
thing... that doesn’t mean we
have nothing to say),” says a law student an-
grily, wrapping her dupatta closely around her
face outside her college in Uttar Pradesh’s
Shahjahanpur. The classes for the day over,
other students are milling around her. Looking
around, she adds, “My parents will pull me out
of college if they come to know I am speaking
to a reporter... I feel bad for her, we all do. But
we have to mind our business in such cases.”
It's one-and-a-half months since a 23-
year-old LLM fellow student of this college
accused former BJP minister Swami
Chinmayanand of rape and sexual harass-
ment. Inatown where the 73-year-old’s writ
runs large, they only talk about ‘her’ in whis-
pers. Any voices have been muffled further
by her arrest on the charges of extortion.
Says her lawyer Anup Trivedi, “The SIT in-
vestigation is problematic. The woman'’s
complaint that details the rape has not been
turned into an FIR, while her hostel room and
Chinmayanand’s Divya Dhaam (where the
alleged rape happened) were sealed after a
delay. Crucial evidence has gone missing.”
Located around 70 km from Bareilly,
Shahjahanpur, with its literacy rate of 59.54%
(female 49.57%) and sex ratio of 872, figures
among the poorest performing districts in
Uttar Pradesh. With its government colleges
barely meeting demand, the five educational
institutions run by Chinmayanand’s
Mumukshu Ashram trust fill a void.
Thisis where the story of the woman, a stu-
dentatalaw college owned by Chinmayanand,
who turned 24 behind bars on October 1, falls.

Ather nine-room house located near the
college, six police officers note down names,
phone numbers and entry and exit timings of
all visitors — mostly journalists and lawyers.
Neighbours, relatives, have stopped coming.
Says the mother, “My daughter was very re-
served, she didn’t make friends easily.”

The 45-year-old, a teacher, who has not
gone to work since the allegations broke,
adds that she always wondered how her
three children, growing up amidst a large,
conservative joint family, learnt to “dream so
big”. The family members run small busi-
nesses. “My younger daughter, 10, talks of
going to the moon, my son hopes to become
an engineer. The eldest, she wanted to be-
come ajudge... She couldn’t stand any wrong,
injustice, even as a child,” the mother says.

When, after Class 12, she decided to join
a law college managed by Chinmayanand’s
trust in 2013, there were fights at home, the
mother adds. “Her father opposed it because
of Chinmayanand’s reputation... This is not
the first case against him, there was one in
2011 too. But since there is no other good law
college in Shahjahanpur, he had to agree.”
The mother says the father insisted that the
woman spend as little time as possible at the

college during her five-year LLB course — de-
manding that she go “twice a month”.

In 2011, the principal of a college run by
the Mumukshu Ashram had alleged rape by
Chinmayanand at his ashram in Haridwar.
Police filed a chargesheet and last May, the
Chief Judicial Magistrate Court of
Shahjahanpur rejected a government plea to
withdraw the rape case. Currently there is a
stay order on the case.

The Mumukshu Ashrams are governed
by the Rishikesh-based Shri Daivee Sampad
Mandal. A Chinmayanand aide said that in
1989, he was given the responsibility of the
ashrams. Two years later, Chinmayanand
was elected to the Lok Sabha from Badaun,
and won twice again. “Now he is not in any
political party but does a lot of work for the
BJP.It’s an old relationship,” says the aide.

There are atleast 17 Mumukshu Ashrams
across the country, but the trust runs schools
and colleges only in Shahjahanpur. The law
college was started in 2003.

Explaining their success, Shahjahanpur
District Magistrate Indra Vikram Singh says,
“Inrural areas, government infrastructure is
a bit weak and anyone with some money
wants private institutions for their children.”

The college where the woman enrolled
has 1,300 students in LLB plus LLM. “At least
25-30% are women,” the principal says.

She confirms that during her LLB, the
woman hardly attended college. “All her doc-
uments have been submitted to the SIT.”

In 2018, after her LLB, the woman again
fought with her family to get enrolled in LLM.
In the September 5 complaint that she filed
at Delhi’s Lodhi Colony police station, which
is yet to be converted into an FIR, the woman
said that at the time of admission to the
Masters course, the principal asked her to
meet Chinmayanand.

A student of the college who graduated
this year says this was the “norm”, that col-
lege authorities would “select some female
students during admissions and find an ex-
cuse to introduce them to Chinmayanand”.

Refusing to be identified, he adds,
“Chinmayanand would be invited to cultural
programmes. Women students would be
asked to welcome him, he would show inter-
estin their education, and then find them on
asocial media platform and chat with them.”

Another former student, who is as reluc-
tant to identify herself, says, “During the ad-
mission process, the men wouldn’t have
much trouble... somehow, their paperwork
was always complete. But with women, that
was not the case... | was lucky to have not
come under Chinmayanand’s radar.”

Initially, after admission in LLM follow-
ing her meeting with Chinmayanand, the
woman stayed at home. One day, the mother
claims, she said Chinmayanand had offered
her ajob as a supervisor at the college’s e-li-
brary. “She was reluctant to join... Her father
didn’t want her to join either, but she felt it
may help her earn some pocket money.”

The principal denies the job was given to
the woman on Chinmayanand’s insistence.
“She asked for the job herself saying there
were financial problems at home. How canl
say no to a student who comes for help?”

Inher complaint, the woman said she was
paid Rs 5,000 a month, and alleged that her
troubles started with the job, asit required her
to stay till late in college. The authorities next
told her to move to a hostel, she said.

The principal denies this too. “I asked her
why she needed a hostel when she lived so
close.She said her parents foughtalot,” he says.

In the complaint, the woman said she
was allotted a hostel reserved for OBC stu-

(Top) With dismal literacy rates, sex ratio, the district is among UP’s worst
performers; Chinmayanand’s ashram in Shahjahanpur. Photos by Gajendra Yadav

FIR, COUNTER-FIR

AUG 24: A 23-yr-old posts video
alleging harassment by an
“influential sant-politician”

AUG 25: She cannot be traced; her
father claims Swami
Chinmayanand is behind her
disappearance; FIR filed

AUG 27: On Chinmayanand's
complaint, extortion case filed
against unknown persons

AUG 30: The woman s found in
Rajasthan and brought to Delhi;
her family too brought to Delhi on
Supreme Court direction

SEPT 2:SCdirects UP to form SIT to

dents though she is not an OBC, and that she
had a shared bathroom. She believes this was
deliberate and told The Indian Express earlier
that Chinmayanand blackmailed her by
showing her a video of her taking a bath.

Spread across afew acres, the Mumukshu
Ashram in Shahjahanpur wears a deserted
look on a Friday afternoon. Behind the gates
isanursery with potted plants and flowers.In
a nearby parking, stands an SUV. The prem-
ises hold a Sanskrit school, a temple, quarters
for the staff, and Chinmayanand’s room ‘Divya
Dhaam’, where the alleged rape happened,
and whichis now sealed by the SIT with a chair
and a stick. “Swamiji manages everything,
there is no other head,” says a guard.

The woman has alleged that her harass-
ment began in October last year, when
Chinmayanand got her to give him a daily
massage at 5.30 am at Divya Dhaam. She said
she would be escorted to his room by his
bodyguards, and he would be undressed at
the time. After her classes, the woman wrote
in her complaint, she would be made to re-
turn to his room, where he would sexually
assault her and often record the same. She
wrote that she sometimes lied about having
periods to be spared, and that he threatened
to kill her family if she told anyone.

It’s then, she said, that she decided to use
spectacles with a hidden camera to “trap”
Chinmayanand. She had told The Indian
Express she handed over 35 videos to the SIT.

She told police that she decided to run
away in August, after Chinmayanand threat-

investigate the woman’s claims

SEPT 5, 9: In complaint to Delhi
Police, woman alleges
Chinmayanand raped her; holds a
press conference saying same

SEPT 10: Purported video of
Chinmayanand getting a massage
from the woman appears online

SEPT 14: Woman submits 43
videos as ‘evidence’, says used
spectacles with a hidden camera to
record them

SEPT 21: Chinmayanand arrested

SEPT 26: Woman arrested

ened her that “more people would do to me
what he had been doing”. “I had sufficient
evidence against him anyway.”

SIT sources said that the woman had
given them 43 videos, which were being in-
vestigated, but that a video she had claimed
of her bathing was yet to be found.

Denying her allegations of assault,
Chinmayanand’s lawyer Om Singh says it was
the woman who approached the former MP
offering massage. “Swamiji has a skin condi-
tion. The woman said she had learnt physio-
therapy at an ashram in Haridwar and could
give him a massage. Swamiji told her he
would be unclothed at the time, but she in-
sisted... He never looked at her in that manner
atall. Unko bada khed hai kiunhone ek ladki se
maalish karwaayi (he is very sorry that he al-
lowed a woman to massage him)... thisis the
only statement of confession made by him.
The rest was misunderstood by the media.”

Om Singh also denies the 2011 allegation
of rape as “fake”, saying the woman wanted
funding for her political ambitions. “When
she didn’t get that, she levelled the charges.”

The lawyer also shows a letter purport-
edly written by the LLM student’s mother to
the Shahjahanpur DM, complaining about
her husband, and explaining that this was
why her daughter had moved to a hostel.
“We found the letter in her college records,
which she gave for a hostel room,” says Singh.

The DM said he had joined two months
ago and did not know about the letter.

On August 15, the woman came home for

Rakhi. It was a raucous affair, with siblings,
cousins, uncles and aunts — with one sour
note, says the mother. “I asked her why her
phone was switched off or unavailable often.
She said, ‘Mummy, if my phone is ever
switched off for longer than 24 hours, it
means [ amin trouble’.”

The parents say her remark worried
them, and they asked if there was any prob-
lem at college. She denied it. “She went back
to the hostel two days later and again her
phone was off. | went to her hostel a few days
later to check and was told she was busy and
unavailable... By August 24, we were scared
as her hostel room was locked and no one
knew where she was,” says the mother.

The 45-year-old says that same day, the
woman called up from an unknown num-
ber and broke down, but didn’t say anything.
The mother says when she called back on
that number, a man picked up, said he was a
receptionist at a hotel in Delhi.

Later that day, the woman uploaded a
video on Facebook, accusing “an influential
sant-politician of destroying the lives of many
girlsinmy college”. As local papers picked up
the news, someone tipped off the woman'’s
sister. The family says they went to Facebook
and were shocked to see their daughter
speaking to a camera, tears rolling down, re-
questing Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath for justice.

The mother says, “I called up
Chinmayanand and he said he was in
Haridwar and that he would look for her. He
said she had fallen into buri sangat (bad com-
pany)... | had never spoken to him before,
someone gave us his number.”

The next day, the woman'’s father pub-
licly named Chinmayanand as behind her
disappearance. As the accusations went viral,
an FIR was registered against the former MP.
Chinmayanand responded by filing a com-
plaint against “unknown persons” for trying
to extort Rs 5 crore from his client.

On August 30, police claimed to have
traced the woman to Rajasthan’s Dausa along
with a male friend. She was brought to Delhi
where a Supreme Court bench met her. On
September 2, the court directed the Uttar
Pradesh government to form an SIT to inves-
tigate the two cross-FIRs, and to escort the
woman’s family to Delhi. The Delhi Police sent
her 12-page complaint detailing her alleged
harassment by Chinmayanand to the SIT.

On an FIR not being filed since the
woman’s complaint, Superintendent of
Police, Shahjahanpur, Shivasimpi Channappa
said, “The investigation is being conducted
by the SIT. We have no jurisdiction in the
matter now.”

However, an SIT source said that filing of
the FIR “is under the jurisdiction of the
Shahjahanpur police.”

On September 21, Chinmayanand was ar-
rested by the SIT, and sent to 14-day judicial
custody, which he spent largely in a govern-
ment hospital in Lucknow.

Thinking back to that Rakhi day, the
woman'’s family says they wish they had no-
ticed earlier that something was wrong. They
admit that after she started staying in the
hostel, her visits home and phone calls fell
sharply. “She would keep saying there was a
network problem. Even when she came
home, she would rush back saying there was
too much work,” says the mother.

Adds the father, “Chinmayanand ne usko
bandi bana diya tha, woh ghar bhi aati thi toh
iske aadmi nigraani rakhte thay. Humein toh
baad mein pata chala ki yeh kitni dehshat mein
thi (He had made her a slave. They kept a
watch even when she was home. We realised
the terror in which she lived much later).”

However, little had prepared them for
September 26, when the SIT arrested the
woman, along with three others, on extortion
charges. While one of the men held with her
is known to the family as her college mate and
friend, the other two are his cousins. The SIT
has said that while no money changed hands,
they have proof of a conspiracy.

According to Chinmayanand’s lawyer,
early August, a man approached the former
MP claiming to be a reporter and saying he
had incriminating videos against him.
“Swamiji ignored him. Then, on August 22,
he received a long WhatsApp message from
an unknown number repeating the threat
and demanding Rs 5 crore. | forwarded the
message to the Superintendent of Police,
Shahjahanpur,” says Om Singh.

SP Channappa said that as soon as the po-
lice received the complaintabout an extortion
message sent on Chinmayanand’s phone on
August 22, “we began investigating the mat-
ter.” “The number from which the message
came was put under surveillance.”

The woman’s lawyer, Trivedi, says her ar-
rest on September 26 morning was unneces-
sary. “There are policemen posted at their
house, where would she have gone?”

The family of the woman'’s 28-year-old
friend, who isamong those arrested, says they
had never heard of her. His wife said he lived
away from her and their daughter as their
house is over 15 km from the law college.
“Commuting was difficult,” says the wife.

The cousin, also in jail, lives next door.
Police say it was he who met Chinmayanand
claiming to be areporter. His mother says the
28-year-old had dragged her son into the
“mess”. “My sonis a Chinmayanand bhakt, you
can say. They tried helping the woman flee
when she was being abused, but I refuse to
believe they tried to extort money,” she says.

A source at the SIT said, “The extortion
case against the woman is very strong. We
have also included her complaint and sent
Swami’s phone to the CFSL (Central Forensic
Science Laboratory) in Gandhinagar.”

At the law college, while they are reluc-
tant to talk about the woman, some students
recall her 28-year-old friend as part of
“Chinmayanand’s inner circle”. Says a former
student, “He was a bit of a bully and could af-
ford to behave like that because of his links.”
Another student, who finished college this
year, says everyone knew the woman had
“Swamiji’s blessings”, and that this is why she
got a hostel despite her home being so near.

The parents of other students at the col-
lege say they are worried. “It's mid-semester
so I can’t withdraw my daughter. Also, all
good institutions in Shahjahanpur are run by
Chinmayanand,” says a 44-year-old.

Another parent points out, “For some,
sending boys out for studies may be an op-
tion, but for girls, it is unthinkable... The
trust’s colleges are our only choice.”

The family has visited the woman twice
in Shahjahanpur jail, where she is lodged.
Senior CPM leader Brinda Karat accompa-
nied the mother one time. Addressing the
media, Karat said, “The system has worked
to demoralise (her), and the system has
worked to protect the accused. Why is the
rape victim being treated like an accused?”

This time though, the mother says, the sys-
tem may be the one defeated. “They think
how far will middle-class families go to fight
for justice. Well, we will show them,” the
mother says. “It’s not my daughter’s fight
alone. She is doing this for every woman who
has been treated like this by a powerful man.
Hum toh apni beti ka saath nahin chhorenge
(We won't desert our daughter).”



THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, OCTOBER6,2019

12 BIG PICTURE

Sledgehammer

Come Oct 11, four Kochi apartment complexes will be brought down as
the Supreme Court goes by the letter on stringent coastal rules.
UMA VISHNU finds 1,500 people without home and at a loss for options

PHOTOGRAPHS:RKNITHIN

mma,you can't lie down today. You'll

have to sit around somewhere. We

will figure out something for you by

night,” the domestic help tells

Shantamma. On the 90-year-old’s
bed are suitcases and assorted rods, and plaster
chipped off from the adjoining wall, where work-
ers have just removed the air conditioner. The large
balcony window, by which she had spent count-
less evenings looking at the ferries and boats carry-
ing honeymooners from the Le Meridien suite
down the waterfront, is now a skeletal aluminium
frame, the glass dismantled.

Shantamma blinks back tears and, wheezing as
she leans heavily on her quadripod walking stick,
mumbles, “Enne kondu bharam matram (1am of no
use, just a burden).”

Itwas in 2011 that Shantamma and her daugh-
ter Maya Premmohan moved into this three-bed-
room apartment in Holy Faith H20, an upmarket
residential building by the Kundanoor backwaters
in Kochi city, one of four apartment complexes that
are now under the demolition hammer over alleged
violation of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) rules.

“Maya bought this flat after selling her share of
her late husband’s ancestral property in
Thiruvananthapuram. Her elder daughter in Kuwait
pitched in with some money too. When we moved
here, I thought Maya could finally relax. She was in
her 30s when her husband died, leaving her with
her two daughters and a lifetime of struggle,” says
Shantamma, adding that Maya is out looking for a
flat torent. “She is not young either... 60, not the age
to be running around like this.”

On May 8, a Supreme Court bench of Justices
Arun Mishra and Navin Sinha ordered the demoli-
tion of four apartment complexes,
with 343 flatsinall —of which 326
are occupied — in the Maradumu-
nicipality area of Kochi in Kerala's
Ernakulam district over alleged vi-
olation of CRZ guidelines. These
buildings, like several othersin the
municipality and the larger
Ernakulam district, are by the
banks of a network of canals and

apart from the Rs 25 lakh that the apex court or-
dered as interim compensation, Karunagapally al-
leges the promises are “baseless”. “Yesterday, after
ameeting, the district administration gave us a list
of 50 high-class flats as temporary accommodation.
But when we called on the numbers listed, the prop-
erty owners denied that they were letting out their
flats. In fact, some of them yelled, asking why we
were calling them again and again. We won't move
out unless we get alternative accommodation.”

The administration, however, denies the list is
faulty. “First of all, they should have gone through us,
instead of calling on the numbers themselves. Some
of them even started negotiating with the property
owners, telling them to waive off the rent till they got
the compensation from the government. Now, why
would anyone let out his flat for free?”

As the hammers come down on the remaining
air conditioners, wardrobes and other fittings, the
beguilingly still Vembanad waters carry their
echoes far beyond the four apartment buildings.
The demolition and the Supreme Court ruling have
raised questions over the interpretation and imple-
mentation of CRZ rules that mandate the minimum
distance between a water body and any construc-
tion activity, and which have seen successive
amendments and multiple court rulings.

Inits May 8 ruling, the court had upheld the con-
tention of the Kerala State Coastal Zone
Management Authority, the agency responsible for
implementing CRZ rules in the state, that the area
onwhich the four buildings stood fell under CRZ-III,
making them critically vulnerable and thus forbid-
ding construction within 200 metres of the high-
tide line. Experts say it's a condition that would ren-
der several buildings in the city illegal.

Additional Chief Secretary (lo-
cal self-government) TKJose had
earlier said that while an exercise
toidentify CRZ violations was still
on, they suspect at least 800 such
violations in Maradu alone.

In the lobby of Golden
Kayaloram, a 40-flat building
along the Champakara canal and
the least adorned of the four

backwaters that snake their way slated for demolition, neighbours
Fhrougﬁ 'ghe region befgre drai}r:— S u p re m.e Shllllblcllg Raj m%han starr‘ld '!'abra%qup
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for the buildings to be brought acurative petition pending in the
down, and with at least two re- exam p e Supreme Court. Behind them, an

view petitions struck down by the
apex court, most of the families
inH20 and the other three build-

MANY HIGH-PROFILE
projects have fallen foul

indoor plant holds up a child’s
poster: “Save My Home", it reads.
“What you see here is

ings — Golden Kayaloram, Alfa of CRZ rules in the past — Champakara canal. It's a man-
Serene and Jains Coral Cove — the now-abandoned made canal. There’s also a public
have decided that they have little POSCO steel project in road and a municipality building

option but to move out.
They hope to take along any-

Odisha, the Navi Mumbai
airport project, the

(an anganwadi) separating us
from the canal. How canit fall un-

thing they can salvage before the Adarsh housing society der CRZ-III?" says Tara, adding
“controlled explosion” that the in Mumbai. They were all that since the Supreme Court or-
district administration is prepar- dealt with in different der, they have spent countless

ing to carry out.

“It shouldn’t take more than
half a day. We will evacuate peo-
pleinabout 11,000 homesina 1-

manners. With the
Kerala apartments, the
Supreme Court is clearly
trying to setan example

evenings here in the lobby dis-
cussing what can possibly save
their homes.

“Our lives have come toa halt.

km radius of each of these apart- of strict implementation Nobody wants to cook or do any-
ments, and they can come back of environmental laws. thing else. It all seems so point-
after the dust has settled down. It The hope is that hence- less. Some of the younger chil-
will all be done very scientifi- forth violations of envi- dren haven’t been going to school
cally,” says an official in the ronmental laws would and some of our children, who
Ernakulam district administra- be detected and stopped have settled in other cities and
tion. “See, we don’t want to use before the start of the countries, have had to rush home
force,” he says of the residents, projectitself. to help their parents move out,”

some of whom have decided to

digin for aslong as they can. “We

have told them they can take

whatever they want, but must leave within the
deadline. We don’t have a choice, our hands are tied
by the court order.”

By now, Shantamma has slowly made her way
to the living room, settled down on the sofa and
caught her breath: “What was wrong with this
house? Why do they want to bring it down? And
where will we take all this?”

The workers look up at Shantamma, smile. The
doors and glass panes of windows have been
stacked in a corner, a worker lies down on one of
the beds for a break, and the walls have been
stripped of everything except the wallpaper and
the nails that once held memories of better times.

Two floors below, in the ritzy lobby of H20, res-
idents discuss their moving-out plans, and submit
their documents — ownership papers and bank ac-
counts, among others — to municipal authorities
who come calling every now and then. On
September 30, with the Supreme Court striking
down another writ petition filed by the flatowners
from H20 that morning, there is little hope. The
makeshift protest site, where some residents had
turned up until the previous day, has been wound
up. Outside the gates are banners and flags put up
by political parties in solidarity.

Among the few still left with some fight is
Shamsudeen Karunagapally, an H20 resident and
chairman of the Maradu Home Protection Council.
“The court order is like the blow of a hammer on
our heads. They have dismissed all our petitions
without even considering the worth of the paper
on which they are printed,” he says.

While the administration has agreed to help the
house owners find temporary accommodation,

says Shubha.
Around her, as residents make
multiple rounds to their cars, fill-
ing trunks with cardboard cartons and photo frames,
she adds, “It's just so hopeless. Do you think there’s
any chance that our homes won't be pulled down?”

While that's the most pressing question among
residents, the impending demolition has also raised
questions of whether there could have been an-
other way out.

Harish Vasudevan, an advocate who specialises
in environmental law, says questions of whether
the constructions are legal or illegal and if illegal,
should they be regularised or demolished, need to
be addressed by the executive, not the judiciary. “If
there was a CRZ violation, someone should issue a
notice saying the construction s illegal. If the other
party has an objection, they have a statutory rem-
edy now in the NGT. If the authority thinksit is bad
inlaw, they can decide whether to demolish or reg-
ularise. That process was totally absent here. The
Kerala Coastal Zone Management Authority never
issued a notice to the builders or directed them to
stop construction. When the Supreme Court took
up the matter, the question before them was
whether the notice issued by Maradu municipal-
ity is right or wrong. The SC's power stops where
the notice starts. More than the environmental
damage, | am worried about this dilution of the sys-
tem/procedure. When Parliament gives a statutory
right for you to challenge a notification affecting
you, how can those procedures be taken away by
the Supreme Court without reasonable orders?”

P S: Maya has sent Shantamma to a “centre”
nearby. “That way, | don’t have to drag her through
all this. have been spending the nights at a friend’s
home, and go back to the flat every morning,”
she says.

GOLDEN KAYALORAM

Cameupin

1995-96

THOMAS KARIATH, 35
ARCHITECT,
GOLDEN KAYALORAM

IT WAS in 2016, just as his wife Blessy was
goinginto labour, that he got a call from the
owner of the house in Golden Kayaloram
where they had been staying on rent. “He
asked if we wanted to buy the flat. We saw
itas some kind of sign and quickly said yes.
Eva was born soon after,” smiles Thomas
‘Tony’ Kariath about the run of serendipity,
that barely lasted three years.

The house, the first the architect couple
bought together, cost them over Rs 40 lakh,
besides the registration fee. “When [ bought
the house,  was aware of the CRZ ambigu-
ity in this area, but then I saw that there
were these two High Court verdicts earlier

ALFA SERENE

Cameupin

2012

SmitA Joy, 43
HOMEMAKER, ALFA SERENE

WHEN SMITA, her dentist husband and
their two daughters came home to Kochi
after five years in Kuwait, she says she
thought there would be no place like
home. “Everywhere else you feel like a
second-class citizen, you are never sure
for how long you can stay. Once I moved
to Kochi and to this house, I thought |
would never move out,” says Smita, now
preparing to move in with her parents-in-
law and brother-in-law’s family at their
ancestral home in Udayamperoor in
Ernakulam district.

Smita lived in the family home for
three years after they came back from

Total apartments

40 (all occupied)

Total number of apartments

Total area

“Iwas aware of the CRZ ambiguity,
but saw that there were two
favourable HC verdicts earlier”

Total area

0.47 ACRE

Number of floors

GROUND +15

that were favourable and I thought it was a
safe investment to make,” says Kariath, who
moved from Mumbai, where he grew up
and his parents still live, to Kochi some years
ago because “there was more scope for
building projects here”, unlike Mumbai,
where he mostly did interior designing.

As secretary of the housing society,
these days Kariath spends much of his time
collating residents’ documents to be sub-
mitted to the municipality and helping
them with moving-out formalities. “My
work has suffered — I had to let go of two
projects. Blessy has been working on a book
with the Preserve Alleppey Society and has
anyway been busy of late with that. So we
have been spending very little time with
Eva. She hasn’t been going to her playschool
since the Onam break,” he says.

For now, the couple plan to rent a flat

Number of floors

80 LTTACRES 2 towers with 13 ors cacn

“My daughters’ friends are
going to miss this house as
much as we do. They would
come here and spend all day
taking pictures on the
balcony. And upload them
on social media of course,”
laughs Smita, who has been
living in the flat for 7 yrs

Kuwait, while interior designers worked
on their four-bedroom house in Alfa
Serene. “Now [ am going back. There is
enough space forall of us there, but it hurts
to lose a home. It's cruel to take our home

away from us,” she says. What she is left
with are memories of the seven years she
spent here — the kitchen where she spent
long hours baking, the bake sales that were
a hit with her daughters’ friends and
neighbours, the shelves she designed for
the curios she got back from Kuwait.

“My daughters’ friends are going to
miss this house as much as we do. They
would come here and spend all day taking
pictures on the balcony. And upload them
on social media of course,” laughs Smita.

Workers and packers move about,
clearing out the bedrooms and the bal-
cony, leaving behind only that splendid
view of the backwaters. “These days, peo-
ple simply walk in and out of the house.
We have been reduced to a spectacle. The
other day [ was packing my clothes when

Distance from canal

10 METRES

near Kariath’s uncle’s home. “Eventually,
we will have to move to a place closer to my
daughter’s school in Edapally,” he says.

In the midst of this uncertainty, there is
another hope —a plan — that keeps Kariath
going. “Blessy and I want to build a home
all by ourselves, even get Eva involved.
Actually, if planned well, it’s not that tough.

Distance from canal

21 METRES

I saw a few people inside. I asked them if
they were workers... they said they were
the media. I was shocked. I said this is a
home, there is a bell to ring. You can’t just
walkin,” she says.

Though the carpenters suggested that
she remove the bedroom wardrobes, she
preferred to leave them intact. “These are
things we planned with a lot of love and
effort. I don’t want to rip them off and
damage them. Ifitall has to godownin the
mud, so be it. But I am still hoping for a
miracle. If they don’t pull my home down,
I'llcome back for sure...evenif no one else
does,” she says.

PS: The family has still not moved out.
“The kids refused to leave. They said they
wouldn't till the last possible day.”

HOLY FAITHHZ0

Total number of apartments

90 (all sold)

Cameupin

2010

MATHEW CHANDY, 64 &
SHOBA CHANDY, 54
RETIRED BANKER,

Hovy Farrn H20

INHIS 40 years as a banker Mathew Chandy
says he moved 22 homes. “I thought this
would the last. It wasn't to be,” says Chandy,
who bought the second-floor waterfront
house in Kochi for Rs 1.25 crore in April 2018.

“If I had paid some cash component, [
could have bought a flat like this for under
Rs 1 crore. But I didn’t want to do it, neither
did the gentleman who was selling me the
flat. So much for honesty,” he shrugs.

As hessits by the balcony window;, he says,
smiling, “I can spend hours here, Bible in
hand, the cool breeze... This is paradise.”

With the demolition thrusting H20 and

Total area

TACRE, 6 CENTS 19

Number of floors

“lam nota 30-yr-old who can start all over again. I don’t know what I will do next”

its occupants under the harsh glare of the
spotlight, Chandy, who, post retirement, has
beenworking as CEO for a palliative hospice
inBengaluru, says, “People call us crorepatis.
Say we deserve this. Anybody who under-
stands how compound interest works,

JAINS CORAL COVE

Came up

INLAST10 YRS

KV SubpHAN, 63
JAINS CORAL COVE

WHEN SUDHAN moved into his third-
floor house inJains Coral Cove in 2013, he
knew the view from the balcony would
help his wife. And it did. “She had been
under medication for depression for sev-
eral years. Once she came here, her mood
lifted instantly,” he says.

Now, as he and his wife prepare to
leave, Sudhan says he is worried about his
wife slipping back again.

“What will I do if that happens?
Where will I go now? How will I find the
money to start afresh? [ have no answers
to any of these questions,” says Sudhan,
who, after his catering contract for

Total number of apartments

122

“How could the administration
disconnect electricity in the middle of
the night like that? Are we terrorists?”

Total area

1.7 ACRES

wouldn't say this. [ have spent all my life sav-
ings — 30 per cent of my salary every month.
If saving is not your habit, Ican’t helpit. When
we were just married, we used to get a festi-
val advance once a year. That, and the new
clothes Iwould buy my two children oncea

Lakeshore Hospital in Kakkanad came to
aclose 2017, has been largely without any
work.

He hasin the past worked with the Taj
Group as an executive chef and has also
had stints in other countries — in Saudi
Arabia and Switzerland, among other
places.

While an angioplasty in 2010 had
slowed him down, Sudhan says he never
thought twice before buying the
Kochi flat.

“After all, it's just the two of us. Our
children are settled abroad (daughter in
the UK, son in Australia) and we have few
needs. So even when I pooled in all my
savings and the money from my share of
the ancestral house to buy this flat, I did-
n’t think I was doing something risky.

Number of floors

]6 (plus 2 parking floors)

Distance from canal

22 METRES

year were our only indulgences.”

With days left for the deadline, the cur-
tains have been taken off and clothes packed
intosuitcases. “Alotisstill left tobe done. It's
just the two of us. We will do what we can,
take what we can. But how much?” says
Chandy’s wife Shoba, adding that she will
miss her morning walks on the Kundanoor-
Thevara bridge in front of the apartment.

As he leaves with a worker to buy pack-
ing material, Chandy says, “I am not some
30-year-old who can start all over again. I
have no clue what I am going to do next.”

PS:The Chandys have for now moved to
Shoba's sister’s house nearby. On October 21,
Shobais flying to the US for six months to be
with her son and daughter-in-law who are
expecting their first child. Chandy will go to
Bengaluru and wait for Shoba to come be-
fore deciding what to do next.

Distance from canal

13 METRES

Who would have thought we would be so
thoroughly duped?” he says.

Sudhan has more questions: “Why did
the government sanction this building if
there was a problem? And how can the
court pass rulings like these? How could
the administration disconnect electricity
in the middle of the night like that? Are
we terrorists? Of course we will raise our
voice, ask questions, but in the end, we are
leaving, aren’t we? Where was the need
to treat us like this?”

P S: He has sent his wife to Chennai,
where her sister lives, and has moved his
furniture to a godown in Aluva, over 30
km from the Kochi flat.

“l am staying at a friend’s home. [ still
can'tbelieve it — I don’t have a home. Can
you imagine?”
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INTERVIEW

Dr K Padmakumar, ex-member,
Kerala Coastal Zone Management
Authority, and former Pro-VC,
Kerala University of Fisheries

and Ocean Studies

‘Considering
Kerala’s peculiar
situation... CRZ
norms a big
challenge here’

What is your opinion on the
Maraduissue?

The CRZ violations in this case
took place several years back, but the
issue came to lightonly in the last four
to five years... As per the coastal zone
management plan approved earlier
this year, these buildings are in com-
pliance with CRZ norms now. Hence,
Iwould say the issue of violations to-
day is only a technical matter.

What are the challenges in
implementing the CRZ norms?

Considering Kerala’s peculiar sit-
uation — long coastal land, network
of backwaters and high population
density —implementing CRZ norms
in the state is a big challenge.

This type of law does not exist
anywhere else in the world. We have
to ponder what we have gained with
this law in last two decades. This is
an archaic law that needs to be re-
worked factoring inlocal conditions.

Are CRZ violations rampant in
the state?

The rules are very strict and there
isastrong tendency in Kerala to vio-
late them due to real estate pressure
and high land prices. There is no par-
ity inimplementing the CRZ norms.

Has the KCZMA failed to
effectively implement the CRZ
norms?

The KCZMA can only ask local
bodies and the revenue department
to act against the violations. The
functioning style of the KCZMA
needs to be changed. The members
of the KCZMA, who are political ap-
pointees, are often under pressure
from politicians and builder lobbies
to wink at violations. The organisa-
tion should comprise experts.

SHAJU PHILIP

HOW OFFICIALS LOOKED
THEOTHER WAY

IN 2005-06, the Maradu panchayat
issues five permits for construction of
waterfront apartments. While there
is no construction in one, work begins
in the others and people buy flats.

Trouble arises when itis realised
that then Maradu panchayat secre-
tary, M Asharaf, issued the permits
without CRZ clearance from the
Kerala Coastal Zone Management
Authority (KCZMA), as was required.

In 2007, following a complaint
from a local resident, who alleged
that the secretary wasn’t sanction-
ing her house, a team from the Town
Planning wing of the Local Self-
Government Department raided the
office of the Maradu panchayat sec-
retary and seized several documents
from Asharaf, including 31 building
permits issued in alleged violation
of norms and without KCZMA clear-
ance. The four apartment buildings
inquestion now were among the 31.
Asharaf was asked to issue stop-
memos to builder, but by then, con-
struction was in full swing.

In 2007, the builders approached
the single bench of the High Court,
which stayed the stop-memos, call-
ing them arbitrary.

Asharaf was removed. His suc-
cessor, P ] Antony, submitted an af-
fidavit in the High Court in 2007,
stating that given Maradu's “well-
developed nature”, the region
should be categorized as CRZ Il —
that is, areas that have been devel-
oped up to or close to the shore line.
Sucha categorisation, instead of the
more stringent CRZ III, would have
made many of the constructions
above board. The KCZMA did not ob-
ject toit. Construction progressed.

In 2010, Maradu became a mu-
nicipality. In 2013, the Maradu local
body moved an appeal in the High
Court against the verdict of 2007. The
immediate provocation was the de-
bate over alleged CRZ violations by
DLF in Kochi. By then, most of the
flats had been occupied. The KCZMA,
which had remained silent for over
ayear, impleaded in the case, saying
the constructions should be in ac-
cordance with CRZ norms.

Inits verdictin 2015, the division
bench of the High Court blasted the
local body and KCZMA, asking why
they hadn’t acted earlier.

In 2016, the KCZMA moved the
Supreme Court, demanding that the
High Court’s remarks against it be
expunged.

On May 8 this year, the court or-
dered the flats demolished.

SHAJU PHILIP
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SANTANUCHOWDHURY &
ATRIMITRA
ITH THE violent scuf-
fle involving Union
minister Babul
Supriyo and students

on the Jadavpur
University campus on September 19, the BJP
has announced its ambitions for one of the
state’s most prestigious universities and one of
its last remaining Left bastions.

For a party that sees the Left asits ideolog-
ical rival and which is eyeing West Bengal for
expansion, the Kolkata university is a natural
battleground — representing to the East what
the BJP believes Jawaharlal Nehru University
represents to the rest of the country. In the past
few years, Jadavpur University has seen
protests in support of both JNU students
charged with sedition as well as against the
suicide of Dalit student Rohith Vemula,
prompting the ABVP to call for quelling “anti-
national” sentiments on its campus.

On September 19, Supriyo, who had come
to address an event organised by the ABVP,
was assaulted by a section of students. He re-
fused to stand down, even after Vice-
Chancellor Suranjan Das intervened.
Eventually, Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar in-
tervened, escalating the situation to the level
of the Centre — adevelopment that suited the
BJPjust fine.

Says BJP national secretary Rahul Sinha, “It
is unacceptable to witness a Union minister
being assaulted inside a university. In such
places, there must be a democratic space for
everyone. Those who speak of intolerance
must be tolerant towards voices from people
believing in ideologies different from theirs.”

However, to others like Anandadev
Mukherjee, JU's Emeritus Professor, who has
been associated with the university for more
than 50 years, the RSS brand of politics is a
complete anti-thesis to what it represents. Set
upin 1955, JU has had a “revolutionary char-
acter” from the start, says the 82-year-old, who
was part of the university’s first Geology
Department batch to graduate. “CPI founder
Manabendranath Roy, former CPM state sec-
retary Pramode Dasgupta, CPI MPs Nurul
Huda, Ganesh Ghosh, and former Union min-
ister for education and first JU
V-C Triguna Sen were all students of JU or its
predecessor,” Mukherjee says.

Former leader of SFI (CPM student body
Students’ Federation of India) Abdul Kafi, who
studied at JU and is now a professor in its
Bengali Department, says, “Here, we learnt to
question the establishment and to accommo-
date each other. Thatis the basic theory of the
Left movement.”

Over the years, Left student fronts gave
space to ultra-Left ideology at JU. But, even
then, the differences never crossed into vio-

An ABVP and Left protest at JU. ABVP claims that since it set up a unit at the university in 2014, it has grown into a “100-member committee”. Partha Paul

The September 19 scuffle involving Union minister Babul Supriyo reflected the importance to the BJP’s
Bengal plans of Jadavpur University — a Left bastion that has held off even Trinamool might

lence, students and teachers say. Says
Professor Manas Ghosh of the Film Studies
Department, “Jadavpur never followed any
leader, rather it followed ethics. That is the uni-
versity’s beauty.”

JU also gained strength from the area
where it was located, with Jadavpur continu-
ing to remain a Left vote-bank. Former chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee was a five-
time MLA from the Jadavpur Assembly con-
stituency. In the 2016 Assembly elections too,
when the Trinamool retained power in West
Bengal, CPM leader Sujan Chakraborty won
from here.

ing the Left out from the rest of Bengal, includ-
ing more than 90 per cent of its colleges, its
Chhatra Parishad (TMCP) has struggled to gain
ground at JU. Most of the posts in JU’s three
student’s unions — Faculty of Engineering and
Technology Students’ Union (FETSU), Science
Faculty of Students’ Union (SFSU) and Arts
Faculty of Students’ Union (AFSU) — are held
by pro-Left bodies.

Says JU professor Nandini Mukherjee, who
contested the 2019 Lok Sabha polls on a CPM
ticket from Kolkata Dakshin seat butlost, “The
university has always been a place for open
discussions and a platform to raise questions.

So even as the Trinamool has been push-

And teachers support the students for their

ADAY IN THELIFE OF MEHRAJ UDIN, 50, OWNER,
MEDICINES SUPPLY FIRM, SRINAGAR

‘My staff would go out, face forces, angry
people. If they failed, they tried again’

Queuing up outside
courier companies,
doing rounds of
chemists and hospitals,
and even advising
patients, Srinagar’s
largest oncology drug
supplier hashad a
difficult job since Aug 5

ADILAKHZER

FORTHE past two months, Mehraj u Din has
had a very hectic schedule. “I visit courier
companies to collect critical care drugs or-
dered from pharma companies outside the
state. I also go to chemist shops and hospi-
tals to check on supplies. Earlier, most med-
icines would be delivered to my office,” says
the 50-year-old, owner of MRS Enterprises,
one of the largest suppliers of oncology
drugs in Kashmir.

In the early days, after the abrogation of
Article 370 on August 5, most medical stores
in the Valley shut shop, and the communi-
cation blockade made it tough for Din to
reach out to pharmaceutical firms. “We are
associated with 30 firms. Apart from cancer
drugs, we are also one of the primary distrib-
utors of high-end antibiotics,” says Din. Most
of the chemist shops have now opened.

A medicine distributor since 2004, he
these days gets up at 6 am, and after prayers
and aquick breakfast, leaves his home in the
0Old City of Srinagar on his two-wheeler. His
first stop today is a courier company 4 km
away, from where he picks up two parcels of
“cold-chain” drugs.

An hour later, he arrives at his office lo-
cated in an old building in Srinagar’s Karan
Nagar area. Divided into two parts, the office
has a big refrigerator in one corner and
shelves lined with medicines. Din puts the
medicines in the godown and leaves for
home again. “The courier company opens
only for a few hours in the morning. We can
collect the drugs only then,” he explains.

Around 11 am, he returns and settles
downin his office with a cup of teaand some
Kashmiri bread. Three managers fromalocal

He visits courier firms to collect drugs,
does rounds of hospitals, chemist
shops to check supplies. Shuaib Masoodi

pharmaceutical firm have been waiting to
use the office landline to make calls. The
44,000 landline connections across the
Valley were restored on August 17.

Around 12.30 pm, Mohammad Yagoob
from Srinagar’s Rangreth area arrives to col-
lect a Bortezomib injection for his father, a
cancer patient. “Earlier, a dealer would de-
liver them to our home, but we have had no
communication with him since August 5.
The pharmacist at the hospital (on the out-
skirts of Srinagar) told me thatI could get the
medicines here,” says Yaqoob.

Din, a father of two, says many patients
have been approaching his office directly to
get medicines since August 5. “Initially, Iwas
surprised to see the large numbers... Many
of them even landed at my home.”

He also had trouble replenishing stocks,
unlike before August 5, when Din would
have stocks for amonth. “But the people kept
coming...,” he recalls.

Around noon, two women managers
from alocal medical firmarrive. One of them
says that Din had approached them around
the 10th day of the blockade. “Bhaijaan said
they were running out of medicines. My firm
provided him with some critical care drugs.”

To ensure supply to chemists and hospi-
tals in time, Din says, “Sometimes my staff
members had to go out at night, early morn-
ing. Atvarious places, they had to face the se-
curity forces and angry people on the streets.
At times they would return to office, wait,
and then try again,” he says. Even after he
managed a “curfew pass”, he says, things did-

n't get better. “One time, when [ was on my
way to work from the airport, my car’s front
mirror was damaged in a stone-pelting inci-
dent. Since then I have been using my two-
wheeler,” Din says.

There have been moments he has been
helplessness too. “In the last week of August,
a family reached out to me for anti-cancer
medicines. Since I could not contact the
pharma company, the patient was dis-
charged from hospital for that week. The
medicines arrived only after several days.
Fortunately, the patient survived.”

Around 1 pm, a young man arrives. “My
father is a cancer patient. Which drugs are
better for him —Indian or imported?” he
asks. Din explains to him patiently that both
are good, but the imported ones are costlier.
“But a doctor can guide you better,” he says.

“Since most shops are shut, many people
land here, not just for medicines but also ad-
vice,” Dinsmiles. As his staff serves him more
tea, he adds, “ I don’t have lunch, I prefer a
strong cup of tea.”

A while later, a family member of a
labourer who has suffered an accident and
is admitted in hospital comes and requests
Din to help buy medicines at a cheaper rate.
As the 50-year-old instructs his staff to give
him the drugs, he says, “Every pharma com-
pany gives drugs at cheaper rates to the poor
patients. It'sdone under aquota. But there is
an online process we need to complete. So
far I have been giving them medicines at
lower costs on my own. Once the blockade
is lifted completely, | will send the reports to
the company,” he says.

At5 pm, as he prepares towind up for the
day, one of Din’s doctor friends, whoisalsoa
cancer patient, walks in. “I have to spend Rs
2 lakh for 10 tablets of a cancer drug. The
company has assured me that they will send
me one free strip if [ send them the invoice.
have dosage left for only four days now.
Please see what you can do,” he tells Din.

After giving it some thought, Din comes
up withaplan. “Two of my friends, pharma-
ceutical officials from Chandigarh, are going
soon and I will request them to email the in-
voices from their office,” he says.

“This is how we have been working, com-
ing up with plans to sort out regular issues,”
he smiles.

On his way home, the 50-year-old has to
make one last stop, at the SMHS Hospital, to
see if their stocks are sufficient. “The com-
munication lines are patchy. Sol goand check
myself...[ should get home by 8 pm,” he says,
starting his two-wheeler.

openness.” However, gradually, since 2017,
both the TMCP and ABVP have made ground.
After the Pulwama attack in February 2019,
JU saw a Tiranga rally expressing solidarity
with the Army. Says Subir Haldar, ABVP state
vice-president, “We started a unit herein 2014.
We now have a 100-member committee in
JU and enjoy the support of some teachers too.
In 2016, we took out our first rally on campus
against Left students’ organisations for their
objections to the screening of a film (Vivek
Agnihotri’s Buddhain a Traffic Jam)."

SFI member and JU student Joydeep Das
says “the right-wing forces have along way to

g0”. “Left organisations have been here for

decades and it is difficult to shift the support
base all of a sudden. It is the Jadavpur mental-
ity which helps one succeed here. All do not
possess the same temperament.”

Officially ‘Lakhan da’s Tea Stall’, the kiosk
near JU’s Gate No.4, which bore witness to the
violence following the September 19 scuffle, is
more popularly referred to as ‘Nasir da’s
dukaan’. When he was young, Lakhan da
looked like Nasiruddin Shah; hence the name.
Running the stall now for 37 years, Lakhan da
aka Nasir da says, “I have seen police entering
the campus, confrontation between political
groups, but never this type of hooliganism.”

ABVP students attacked Gate No. 4 that
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day, ransacked a stationery shop, and set fire
to tea stalls, and vehicles, including his, he
adds. “Iran away to save my life. Many of them
stole my provisions, even cash.”

Tarit da, the owner of a stationery shop,
says, “I managed to close the main door, but
they broke my window and ransacked every-
thing. Iwas a student at this university, for last
26 years I have been associated with it. But I
have never seen this. The authorities and stu-
dents helped me rebuild the shop.”

JU alumni started a Facebook group and
collected approximately Rs 9,000 to help shop
owners like Tarit and Lakhan.

After the September 19 incident, it is this
tradition of rallying together that JU old-timers
are hanging on to. They talk about 2010, when
one of the students’ unions showed black flags
to then chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and boycotted an exam the next
day when students were lathicharged. They
talkabout 2014 when JU saw one of its biggest
student protests, which lasted four months,
against anincident of molestation on the cam-
pus. The protests lasted till CIM Banerjee came
to the campus and ensured the then V-C's res-
ignation.

But, citing one such student protest, in July
2018, against a decision to scrap entrance tests
for admission to the Arts faculty, ABVP state
vice-president Subir Haldar says such agita-
tions have only served vested interests. “The
TMC government had tried torein in the prac-
tice of Left-minded students being inducted
into JU Arts department, but they had to back
off following protests. Why should students
not be admitted based on merit, as in
Engineering and Science Departments? Why
is the Arts faculty given the freedom to con-
ductentrance tests? This is mainly to keep up
the flow of Left-minded students into cam-
pus so that the tradition of the Left is contin-
ued. This is done with the support of a section
of pro-Left teachers at JU.”

Some among the Left admit a dilution in
the ideology of JU politics over the years, but
stress thatits basic character has not changed.
Chairperson of AFSU and SFI leader Somasree
Chowdhury says they are determined to en-
sure this. “I can’'tdeny that JU’s political charac-
teris changing. But we will fight that unitedly.”

CPM Politburo member Mohammad
Salim says the Left would retain its hold on JU,
like it continues to do at other campuses, as it
fights for the causes that matter. “Everywhere
students are fighting against privatisation of
the education sector and communal on-
slaught. Be it JU, JNU or Hyderabad Central
University, students here have always stood
up against government high-handedness.”

West Bengal BJP president Dilip Ghoshis as
clear thatit’s time to end “anti-national senti-
ments” oncampus. “We have been saying that
JU has become a hub of anti-national ele-
ments. Attempts must be made to drive these
students in the right direction.”

At a school in the Shivaji Nagar slum. Parents enrol children for all kinds of classes hoping for some supervision. Amit Chakravarty

A ‘eood’ boy, and a ‘murderer’

A 12-yr-old may be Mumbai’s youngest murder accused. Family missing, police
clueless, teachers, neighbours talk of a boy who stood out in his slum cluster

MOHAMED THAVER

AROUND 5 PM September 16, as she was
leaving school, Rubina bumped into one of
her students. Hours later, came the news that
the boy had killed the school’s principal, who
was also his private tutor.

Now lodged at an observation home in
Mumbai, the 12-year-old is believed to be
the youngest person in Mumbai charged
with murder. A shocked Rubina says the boy
was among her best students. “He held the
top rankin my class. There was no indication
that anything was amiss.”

Another teacher, who taught himin Class
6, describes the boy as a good student who
was also “mazakiya (mischievous)”.
“Whenever I would reprimand him, he would
crack a joke and I would start laughing.”

Police remain as clueless about what led
to the murder. His family, including parents
and four siblings, went missing soon after
the murder. Traced by police to Bihar, they
have moved to an unknown location.

Officers claim under questioning the boy
keeps changing the reason for allegedly killing
his teacher. He has reportedly told them the
principal had refused to lend the Rs 2,000 his
mother asked him to borrow, that he wanted
money for a phone, to claiming someone had
paid him to kill her. Soon after the arrest, the
parents denied to The Sunday Express that they
had asked him to get money. Police say the
parents told them the same. Says Senior

Inspector, Shivaji Nagar Police Station, S
Paithankar, “We are sure he is involved. We
are trying to understand the motive.”

The school, the boy’s home and the
teacher’s lie within a 200-metre radius in a
slum cluster in Shivaji Nagar area of eastern
Mumbai. Run by a private trust, the school
has around 300 students up to Class 8. The
boy got enrolled seven years ago, and studied
there with all his siblings. The teacher who
was killed had been its principal since 2010
and lived alone.

The boy’s family, originally from Bihar,
shared a one-room kitchen space. While the
father is a tailor, the mother doesn’t work.

Apart from her school duties, the principal
took tuitions, teaching roughly 20 students.
That day, the boy had arrived at her house at
5.30 pm for classes. He says he returned home
around 8 pm, only to go back almost imme-
diately. This wasn’t unusual, as he often ran
small errands for the teacher. Police say when
he went back, he was carrying a knife, and at
a moment when the teacher’s back was
turned, he stabbed her. He reportedly kept
sitting in the house as a crowd gathered.

In the absence of details, what police have
isarough sketch of the boy, with one fact re-
peated constantly — by teachers, neighbours,
anyone who knew him: that he studied hard,
and that he was “different” from youngsters
his age in the area caught in drugs and crime.

Adjoining the Deonar dumping ground,
the slum cluster where the murder hap-
pened has over six lakh people packed into a

32.5 sq kmarea — most of them migrants. As
per a survey by NGO Apnalaya, nearly 50 per
cent of the population is below 20 years.

Neighbours say as the family kept to
themselves, they didn’t know much about
them. “They paid the rent on time, never cre-
ated any problems,” says their landlord,
Karmrunnisa Shaikh. Alamzeb Khan, who
lives opposite the boy’s residence, adds, “We
all knew the boy was good at studies and he
would never be seen loitering around.”

The teachers say the mother was very in-
volved in her children’s studies.

Soon after the killing, most people blamed
Shivaji Nagar’s “kharab mahaul (bad environ-
ment)” for the crime. Teachers at a local
school, Burlington College, talk of beginning
their day checking schoolbags of children, for
tobacco products like gutkha or drugs. Fazl-
ur-Rehman Khan, Principal of Nurul Islam
Urdu High School and Junior College located
in Shivaji Nagar, says, “Children here have no
ground to play in. Even schools don’t have a
compound. For most part of the day, the chil-
dren are on the roads. Parents are out work-
ing, they can’t keep an eye.”

Thatis perhaps one of the reasons the 12-
year-old was at the tuitions that day. Sabah
Khan, a professor at TISS, is involved with the
project ‘Improving M-East Ward’. The TISS
website lists the ward, covering Shivaji Nagar,
as one of the poorest areas of Mumbai. Says
Khan, “Parents here try to send their children
to classes, tuitions...in the hope of some kind
of supervision.”
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Dalitalty
NUTAN

LOVE HAS sexuality. It comes with condi-
tions and it is impenetrable to homopho-
bic minds — which includes your family
too — mother, sister, brothers all gang up
to end the pursuits of your life.

Iwas borninamale body. But nothing
else made me feel like a male. My feelings
were woman-like. I had started to feel this
early onin my childhood — I always loved
spending time with women and girls. I en-
joyed their company and the comfort they
offered to my being. I loved trying out
women'’s clothes, enjoyed playing with
girls and doing all the things they did in
their groups.

After clearing my matriculation, I got
admitted to an Industrial Training
Institute (ITI) in Nanded. There, I used to
spend time with men and women alike.
Due to my male body and family pres-
sures, I was trying to fit in by spending
more time with men and dressing like
them. [ appreciated their company, but it
was not my primary volition. From my be-
haviour the transgender community got
the sense of me being one of them. I used
to love their company because we in-
stantly connected with each other’s feel-
ings and it was an exalting experience.

But at my house, everyone was un-
happy about it. When my family members
got to know thatIwas hanging out with the
transgender community, I faced unbear-
able wrath from them. My elder brothers
tortured me mercilessly. At night, while

We, the twice-untouchables

asleep, my elder brothers would walk over
me, stamping my face with their feet.

They were on the lookout to find rea-
sons to beat me. Once my elder brother
pushed me to the floor and beat me ruth-
lessly. I struggled to breathe. I thought I
would die. All this happened in the pres-
ence of my mother and elder sisters. They
partook in my oppression. No one came to
my rescue. I would cry out to my mother,
asking her whether I was her child. Why
didn’t she have empathy for her child who
was being beaten blue? She was reticent.
No one loved me inside the concrete walls
that I thought of as my home.

[ couldn’t take it. It was extremely
painful so I decided to leave home when
turned 21.1chose my guru. The guru is our
guardian and we are known by our guru.
The guru taught me the world of transgen-
ders — the lingo, lifestyle, how to clap, etc.
and also the defined territory where I
could beg. In return, I had to give a share
of my earnings. This is a common practice
across the transgender community.

After this spell, I long wished to leave
my hometown and so [ got into a train
that took me wherever, but my home.
The journey took me to Itarsi in Madhya
Pradesh. I made a living begging on
trains. I decided to save some money and
get a sex change. | knew of a place in
Mumbai that helps do this surgery. So |
went to the place with my friend, who is
a transgender. [ had no support network

Finding Gandhi

(GAINED IN
TRANSLATION

KAAJAL OZA-VAIDYA

ABOY named Mohan, who was afraid of the
dark, saved this country from the darkness
of slavery. Before him, another Mohan, born
in a prison cell from a mother mortally
afraid of carrying him in her womb, was
born fearless. Both went different ways but
anirony of fate united them — one was born
on the Saurashtra coast and attained salva-
tion on the banks of the Yamuna. The other
one was born on the banks of the Yamuna
and left the world from the Saurashtra coast.

Both these Mohans struggled to keep
our country united. One was an advocate of
violence for dharma, the other, a lawyer,
made non-violence his dharma.

We celebrate both their birth anniver-
saries with great fanfare. And they both have
proved to be models for marketing many
things. One is Krishna Vasudev Yadav; the
other, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.

Every year on October 2, the entire
country remembers Gandhi. Khadi produce
goes on sale, events are planned, schools
and banks are shut, and bars go dry.

Nobody remembers him from October
3 toJanuary 30.Then the cotton hanks come
out to decorate his memorials. And then
quiet again till October 2.

During these two days, everyone, inthe
name of homage to the Father of the Nation,
collects ‘likes’ to their posts on social media.
If we were to take a test on who among
them has understood Gandhi and to what
extent, then probably all of them would fail.

Who was this man who continues tobe
discussed even 150 years after his birth?
What was so special about him thataword
on him would provoke an entire country,
and another would turn them peaceful?

Itis surprising that today ‘Gandhi’is not
an individual, but one of the biggest mar-
keting strategies. One can sell anything in
the name of Gandhi — both good and bad.

Gandhiis blamed for preventing Sardar
Patel from becoming India’s first prime
minister as also for the Partition. In the same
breath his is the name to market Swachhata
(cleanliness)and Swadeshi (of the country).

Mohandas Gandhi was not merely a
manbornin 1869 and shotin 1948. He was
a phenomenon that lived and moved
amongst us. Just like in the film Rashomon,
everyone has a different version of him.

Outof
MYMIND
MEGHNADDESAI

ONE OF the ironies of the Brexit crisis in
the UK is the price it is paying for having
partitioned Ireland when it gained inde-
pendence a century ago. At the final stage,
the six counties of North Ireland rejected
independence and stayed with the Union.
The dissident province had Protestant ma-
jority and Catholic minority, while the in-
dependent part had Catholic majority.
(Sounds familiar?)

The southern part became the
Republic of Ireland while the northern
part remained a part of the UK. Decades
of Protestant discrimination of Catholics
prevailed in the North. Then, in the late

Many people who know nothing of
Gandhi hold the rights to opine on him.
Gandhi hasbecome such a public property
only because everyone thinks of him as
their own.

The sad part is that we are not as sensi-
tive about Gandhi as we are about movies
like Jodha Akbar or Padmaavat. Be it films,
plays, or books, people take liberty to por-
tray him as they think right. Nobody —
writer, reader or audience —is interested in
verifying facts about the portrayals.

The generation that knew something
about him and believed in him is gone.
Those around are more interested in dis-
torting the stories and thinking of Gandhi
to suit their ends. These suave and fussy
Gandhians who wear khadi, with their
glasses perched on their noses, have been
busy pointing out flaws in the newer gener-
ation. Little do they know that no leader
ever had suchafollowing among youth. The
reason is that Gandhi never opposed new
thoughts. And so, his newspaper was called
Young India and not Old and Rigid India.

When the Congress met in Haripura,
Gandhiji proposed the name of Subhas
Chandra Bose to preside over the party. He
waswarned, “But heis againstyou...” Bapu
said, “All the more reason! There should be
someone who dares to speak the truth!”

Today, most of what is being peddled,
sold orread in the name of Gandhiis largely
fictitious and alie. If Gandhi was what he is
being blamed for, then why is it that the
whole world is honouring him? Historians
are yet to take note of a person who contin-
ues to have such an imprint on the world.

If we are to call ourselves Indians, then
for the sake of understanding our owniden-
tity, itis essential to understand Gandhi, the
person, his thoughts and his ideology.

The new generation will have to think
of anew way to understand Gandhi. It may
not understand the concept of Gram Swargj
but certainly it can understand cleanliness
and self-help. What he said a century agois
relevant even today. That itself proves that
Gandhi was ahead of his time. Satyagraha
means the persistence of truth and integrity;,
the path to which cannot be of violence.
However, if alaw or the government seems
wrong, itis okay to protest, but with humil-
ity.If today’s youth understands this, many
lives would chart the right course.

Gandhi also believed in the virtue of
non-possessiveness (aparigraha), and fear-
lessness. Minimalism in possessions, giv-
ing them to the needy, recycling them —
these are very much his ways. Only the fear-
less can speak the truth.

If the new generation understands
Gandbhi in the true sense, then his dream of
sarvodaya (upliftment for all) and antyo-
daya(upliftment of the lasthuman) canbe
realised soon.

Kaajal Oza-Vaidya is a Gujarati author
Translated from Gujarati by
Leena Misra

and no one from among my near and
dear ones close to me at this very crucial
moment of my life.

The surgeon charged a fixed amount
for the surgery. I was short on cash. I
pleaded with the doctor, but he wouldn’t
go ahead with it. I phoned my friends in
Nanded, to no avail. My friend who ac-
companied me begged on the streets in
Mumbai to put me through the surgery.
The surgery was done haphazardly. With
many stitches still afresh, I was asked to
vacate the hospital just a few hours after
the surgery. With nowhere to go, I decided
to return to Nanded. I hired an autorick-
shaw to the station. The surgeon com-
mented that [ might be the only patient
leaving on an auto, the others who got dis-
charged would opt for a comfortable car
or taxi. As I stepped out of the hospital, the
pain was nerve-wracking. The auto ride
was bumpy and the stitches came out in
the middle of the street. The auto-wallah
wouldn’t budge, and my entire lower part
was soaked in blood.

I had neither money nor energy to buy
the train ticket. I requested the ticket col-
lector that I have just gone through a sur-
gery so I need a place to sit. He was in no
mood to listen. I showed him the urinal
bag which was put after my operation, but
he still did not give me a seat. Helpless, I
squatted near the toilet. Due to the un-
comfortable seating, the bleeding contin-
ued. It was in such a condition that I ar-

She
SAID
SHALINILANGER

shalini.langer@expressindia.com

FIRST THINGS first. My father, like his fel-
low park walkers, his friends, his
WhatsApp groups, and most of our ex-
tended family, is a big fan of our Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi. But what Modi
isn’tis my father — whatever US President
Donald Trump who called him “the father
of India” might think (and what was he
thinking?), and whatever Union minister
Jitendra Singh may say (that I am “not
Indian”, for one).

1. Navratras are on, butin his 73 years,
[ have never known father to fast. Away
from mother’s frowning eyes, he may
even nibble a meat piece or two during
these nine days. But yes, away from
mother’s eyes.

Getting him to fast would be tortuous
after all. In his free time, which is rare as he
sees himself as this dynamic youngster,
father can always be found munching.
Mostly snacks and, to our ever-lasting
envy, doing so unapologetically, sitting
sprightly in the living room.

2.1don’t know the size of my father’s
chest — for good reason. Come to think of
it, | don’t know the size of any man'’s chest.

On the other hand, like anyone who
has had the faintest brush with North
Indian genes, he is perfectly groomed at
all times — from his now-balding pate to
the tip of his polished shoes (a habit he
tried hard to pass on to his recalcitrant
grandchildren). The fastidiousness never
ceases to amaze my laid-back Eastern
Uttar Pradesh in-laws.

3. Atmost gatherings, An old men’s club
where they all get a little
tipsy and dance to old
songs is a highlight of
to old Hindi songs once in his calendar. Granted
threemonthsisoneofthe  father is no Elvis, but
did the King’s

Presley (as Trump said  repertoire include the
Modi was) —whois? —  thumka perfected by
Indian men from long
perfected by Indianmen ~ practice is the question

father enjoys his drink, ad-
mittedly frustratingly
slowly. These days, an old
men’s club where they all
getalittle tipsy and dance

highlights of his calendar.
Granted he is no Elvis

but did the King’s reper-
toire include the thumka

from long practice at
weddings is the question.

4. Father had a tough childhood, as one
of nine siblings (though I doubt he would
qualify it as tough), and was expected to
do his share of hard, daily chores.

But, yes, he was never a chaiwallah.
Does the fact that he is the one who
mostly makes tea now at home, as mother
lazes around, count?

5. Belonging to a generation that be-
lieved in saving every pie, he may have
retired as a senior executive, but his list
of what constitutes a luxury stretches re-

rived in Nanded, after nearly 12 hoursand
a sleepless night.

In the transgender community, there
isaritual after a successful surgery. On the
fifth and sixth day, they serve you a hodge-
podge of vegetables. On the eleventh and
twenty-first days, they apply a turmeric
paste to your body and give you a bath. I
had to stay indoors for 40 days. On the
forty-first day, I stepped out for the first
time as a transgender woman. I felt re-
lieved. I was a newborn.

For employment, I have certificates
from ITI, 3D Max, and AutoCAD, yet no-
body is willing to give me an opportunity
to demonstrate my skills. If I start my busi-
ness, no one will buy things from me, this
has been my experience. Thus, the only
option I am left with is to beg on trains or
at marketplaces.

After the surgery, now that [ was
openly a transwoman, nobody agreed to
rent their place to me. People were afraid
that if I lived amidst them, their children
would be come under bad influence.
When I finally managed to get a place on
rent, my house owner had to face abuses
from neighbours for renting me the room.
After some days, the same people submit-
ted an application to the area councillor,
asking him to get me to vacate, saying that
their prestige was at stake.

There was an empty plot close by and
afriend and I thought we would purchase
it, but the plot owner refused to sell it to us,
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only because we are transgender.

During my difficult times and physi-
cal painful transition, a grandmother, un-
related to me, took care of me. She fed me
and ensured my safety, she loved me for
who [ was.

I have faced severe blows from society
and family. Yet, [ yearn for my family who
has abandoned me. Of all the things that
have happened to me, the one thingI feel
bad about is that [ am away from my fam-
ily. I always miss them. My mother, sisters,
and sister-in-law are in touch with me on
phone. They enquire about me but sel-
dom invite me home. I feel that my birth
is a tragic accident. Humiliation rules.
Perhaps, love is dormant for people like
us. We have to love ourselves. We are
twice-untouchables.

Nutan is a Dalit transwoman from
Nanded who works for the welfare of
younger transpeople in the community.

The piece is edited by Nitin Yengde, an MA
in Sociology; and translated from Marathi
by Prashant Ingole, a doctoral candidate
at IIT, Gandhinagar, and

Suraj Yengde, author of bestseller Caste
Matters, and a postdoctoral fellow at
Harvard Kennedy School

Suraj Yengde curates the fortnightly
Dalitality column. Heis available on
Twitter @surajyengde

Here go... a dozen
facts about a father

ally long.

How long? Well, he still frowns at
Fabindia and will only ride Uber Pool, tak-
ing his time to get used to both the idea of
hopping into taxis, and
that “odd name”. We
haven’t got around to
discussing ‘Howdy'.

6. Like everyone in
the flush of youth, or in
the returning blaze of old
age, father too believes
he has the solution to
every problem.

Thankfully, there are
enough of us around to
curb his enthusiasm.

7. While in the world
according to Trump,
Modi has been a unifying
force for an India “that
was torn”, father used to take vicarious de-
light in watching my sister and I fight it out.

For, unfailingly, it would prove his dic-
tum: siblings may not be able to live with
each other, but try making them live apart.
Could India-Pakistan have alesson there?

8. While he may often be seen exercis-
ing in shorts that need fitting, father only
fleetingly contemplated the thought of
joining a shakha.

It was purely the informal Modi gov-
ernment retirement age of 75 years that
made him pause. Or, so he says.

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

9. In his retired avatar, father takes
great pleasure in his role as his society’s
RWA president — elected by popular de-
mand. He takes his responsibilities, in-
cluding Independence Day speeches, very,
very seriously, as well as gets my reluctant
kids to make some good-message posters
for him if he can collar them.

So, you know, what could have been...

10. Much as father may deny it, age is
catching up and he now often forgets train
and flight timings, and his glasses and car
keys everywhere. Lately he just has to lie
down anywhere, anytime to fall asleep.

The whole household is just glad our
homegrown superman is human too.

11. Above all, it was to father that my sis-
ter and I sang out a Bollywood song every
time he left on one of his work trips (we
were children then, okay), basically croon-
ing, ‘From across the seven seas... get us a
beautiful doll... but Papa, come back soon’.

And, whether it was a trip to aremote
plant site in Uttar Pradesh or the then-
exotic-sounding Imphal, a doll or adress,
adiary or a pen, he never failed us.

Try matching that.

12. And lastly, because it must be asked,
if there are two “fathers of India” now,
where does that leave ‘Mother India’?

National Editor Shalini Langer
curates the fortnightly
She Said’ column

Brexit: 1he fruits of a partition

1960s, a civil rights movement for the
Catholics began with a revived Irish
Republican Army (IRA). ‘Troubles’ fol-
lowed with bombings and killings in the
province and the British Army had to be
stationed for 50 years to control the trou-
bles (Kashmir anyone?).

The troubles got very violent and the
only solution possible had to be brokered
by the Americans. So in 1998 the Good
Friday Treaty was signed. It pledged that
any government in the Province will have
representatives of both communities re-
gardless of the numbers in the Assembly.
This was a way of making sure that a ma-
jority does not oppress the minority. As
both the UK and the Republic were in the
European Union, there could be free flow

of goods, and being in the Common
Market the same rules applied about
health regulations to be observed in grow-
ing food etc.

But come Brexita problem came up. It
was alright for England, Scotland and
Wales — Great Britain — to leave the
European Union and get out of the
Customs Union and the Single Market. But
what of Northern Ireland, which shared
the island with the Republic which
wanted to remain in the EU?

This conundrum has become the ob-
stacle to Brexit. If the Province is to con-
tinue with a free border between the two
parts of the island, then it cannot leave the
EU. If it does, then it cannot have free
movement where goods cross the border

freely. There have to be Customs checks
at the border. But then by an international
treaty, the border has to be free. How do
you square the circle?

This is called the Backstop problem.
For a transition period of 21 months
agreed between the EU and the UK after
Brexit, things will continue as usual.
Within that period a new free trade
agreement could be arrived at and things
will continue with the UK trading with
the EU as a separate country, not a mem-
ber of the EU. But if there is no free trade
agreement at the end of the transition pe-
riod, what happens? Great Britain, the
mainland, can become subject to tariffs
and goods can be inspected on import
and export.

But as between the Republic and the
Province, how can goods go across with-
out inspection?

Former prime minister Theresa May
tried an agreement (the Deal) in which
not just the Province but the UK would
continue in the EU till a solution was
found. Her deal was rejected three times.
Now current PM Boris Johnson is trying
his luck. He has proposed that even if the
Mainland exits, the Province could have a
special arrangement as if it was still in.
Every four years after 2020, the Assembly
of the Province would vote whether to
stay in the Common Market.

For trade purposes the partition of a
hundred years ago is to be de facto an-
nulled.

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter @tavleen singh

Hatred
harms
India

THERE ARE people on Narendra Modi’s
team who are doing their best to prove
Imran Khan right when he says that
India is being led by a ‘Hindu fascist’
who hates Muslims. These people
make it clear every time they speak or
tweet or participate ina TV debate that
they despise Muslims as ‘heirs’ of
Jinnah and despise Islam for being an
‘intolerant’ religion. And, because they
are in the BJP or proud supporters of
Modi, they confirm the charges being
made from the Islamic Republic next
door that India is no longer a country in
which Muslims have the same rights
as Hindus.

Since the abrogation of Article 370,
Imran Khan has hardly made a speech
in which he has not charged Modi with
‘hating’ Muslims. He has said more than
once that Kashmir’s special status was
removed only because its population is
mostly Muslim. In his speech at the
United Nations General Assembly, he
made the ‘fascist’ India charge and
repeated itin every interview he gave
(and he gave many) to international TV
channels and newspapers. On returning
home he told a huge, volatile gathering
at Islamabad airport that he was now
fighting a jihad in the name of Allah.
Then, after declaring that India was
preparing for a ‘massacre in Kashmir’ he
said that the RSS ‘believes in killing
Muslims’ and that he would never talk
peace with Modi because he was an
RSS man.

Modi has not responded, which is
good. Itis also good that he never fails
to remind us that the spectacular
welcome he was given in Houston by
Indians of the diaspora was because he
represents ‘130 crore Indians’. Of these,
roughly 25 crore are Muslims. So he
needs to do more to reassure them that
the bile spewed against them by some
of his ministers and Twitter supporters
does not reflect what he feels. [ am not
repeating the things that have been
said because they are unrepeatable
and also because I refuse to give hate-
filled bigots the oxygen of publicity.
But, it could be time for the Prime
Minister to speak up. He took too long
in his first term to condemn the
lynchings, so by then it was not just
Muslims who were being targeted but
Dalits as well.

The lynchings have continued in
his second term. But, now a menacing
new ugliness hangs in the air that is
alienating the Muslim community.
Those causing the ugliness seem not to
have noticed that they could not have
chosen a worse moment to start
spewing venom against Muslims and
Islam. There is still no sign of peace or
normality in the Kashmir Valley and
bringing this about is going to take a lot
more effort than it took to remove
Article 370. With a large number of
Muslims in the Kashmir Valley already
alienated because of the removal of
Article 370, and this endless lockdown,
is it wise to alienate them further by
abusing Muslims in the rest of India?

Itis true that a huge majority of
people who constitute Modi’s base have
avisceral hatred of Muslims. I have in
my dealings with far too many of them
heard them speak of how Muslims
breed in such large numbers that it will
not be long before they take over India
just through demographic might. [ have
also heard many, many times the
grievances about Partition. My father’s
family were refugees so I spent my
childhood in half-built houses amid
people with broken lives. Many had left
for the first time the villages where their
lands and their homes were. Many of
them had come without anything. The
compensation they were given by the
Indian government was so meagre that
itwas a mockery of what they left
behind. But, they did not have time for
bitterness or grievance because they
had to save all their energy for putting
back together the pieces of their
shattered lives.

It was only after [ became a
journalist and attended a few RSS
‘shakhas’, by way of research, that I
came across real bitterness and hatred
against all Muslims. These emotions
run deep and have now been
compounded by the legitimate anger
against the ethnic cleansing of the
Pandits from the Kashmir Valley.
Jihadist terrorism from Pakistan has
made things worse. So can
understand why Modi hesitates to say
openly anything that would alienate
his base. But, may I humbly offer some
advice. happened to witness a
conversation between Shimon Peres
(former president of Israel) and Yasser
Arafat (former chairman of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation)
some years ago. It was a particularly
fraught moment and Arafat railed
against Israel and what it was doing to
his people. Peres listened quietly for a
while before finally saying, ‘For leaders
there is a time to follow and there is a
time to lead’. Mr Modi, it is your time
to lead.
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ExPrESS EDITORS
RECOMMEND

Translation finally appears to be
enjoying its moment under the sun
in India, with publishers investing
more money in the genre and
literary prizes recognising their
merit. Here are our suggestions for
the week:

A Window Lived in the Wall

VINOD KUMAR SHUKLA

Eka
ONE OF Hindi litera-
ture’s foremost expo-

nents, Vinod Shukla's

novel Deewar Mein

Ek Khirkee Rahati Thi

has been translated

by Satti Khanna of

Duke University,
USA. Shukla's narrative presents a del-
icate fabric of the ordinary middle-
class life that contains the many ex-
traordinaries which make navigating
the mundane worthwhile.

Pather Panchali
BIBHUTIBHUSHAN
BANDOPADHYAY
Penguin
A TIMELESS, classic,
Bandyopadhyay’s
book intersects love,
family and personal
aspirations in the
backdrop of arapidly
changing social order
in Bengal. It was im-
mortalised on screen by filmmaker
Satyajit Ray and the cover of the trans-
lation by Rimi draws from a sequence
in the film.

No Presents Please: Mumbai
Stories

JAYANT KAIKINI
HarperPerennial

KANNADA POET,
short story writer
and dramatist, Jayant
Kaikini presents vi-
gnettes of Mumbaiin
stories that are as
evocative as they are
intimate. Translated
by Tejaswini Niranjana, the book won
the DSC Prize last year

There's Gunpowder in the Air

MANORANJAN BYAPARI
Eka

A TEASHOP boy, a
sweeper, a dom, a
rickshaw-puller —
Bengali writer
Manoranjan Byapari
draws inspiration
from his many lives
and many struggles
for his short stories and novels. An un-
lettered Dalit man, Byapari’s life took
a dramatic turn after he met noted
writer Mahasweta Devi, while work-
ing as a rickshaw-puller. Batashe
Baruder Gondho, his best-known
work, has been translated into English
by Arunava Sinha.

A Lonely Harvest

PERUMAL MURUGAN

Penguin
ONE OF two sequels
to Tamil writer

Perumal Murugan'’s

pathbreaking — and

controversial — novel

Madhorubagan (One

Part Woman ) about

an infertile couple in
1940s Tamil Nadu, A Lonely Harvest is
the story of Ponna’s struggle after her
husband Kali commits suicide. It has
been translated by Aniruddhan
Vasudevan, who had won the 2016
Sahitya Akademi award for his trans-
lation of One Part Woman.

Looxout NoTICE

The Trial of Warren Hastings:
Classical Oratory and Reception
in Eighteenth-Century England
CHIARA ROLLI

Bloomsbury

THE IMPEACHMENT
trial of Warren
Hastings, the first
Governor-General of
Bengal in British
India, lasted from
1788 till 1795 and
went on to have
great impact on the political imagi-
nation of contemporary Britain and
the world.

Impeachment: A Citizen’s Guide
CASS R SUNSTEIN
Harvard University Press

HARVARD LAW pro-
fessor Cass R
Sunstein puts into
context the criteria —
including what qual-
ifies as “high crimes
and misde-
meanours” — for the
impeachment of an American presi-
dent. Of particular interest now, given
the impeachment inquiry in progress
against Donald Trump.

16 BOOKS

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN

ONE OF the first lessons of life that
Habiburahman learnt from his father as a
schoolchild was never to identify himself
as Rohingya. “We only use it among our-
selves in the hut. It is our secret identity.
Dad insists we use the term ‘Muslim’ when
we introduce ourselves. If we say that we
are Rohingya, we would be signing the
family’s death warrant, he says. So we
never do,” writes Habib, in this memoir of
growing up Rohingya.

By then, Myanmar had already delegit-
imised the group’s existence. In 1982,
Rohingya were not included in a list of 135
ethnic groups recognised by the Ne Win mil-
itary regime as indigenous. “l am three years
old, and don’t know yet thatl am stateless. A
tyrantleant over my cradle and traced ades-
tiny for me that will be hard to avoid: Iwill ei-
ther be a fugitive or alwon’texist at all”.

Habib believed he could beat that des-
tiny by getting an education in another
province, and left home at 19, to escape the
open prison that Sittwe, the capital of
Rakhine (Arakan) state, had become. But
from that moment on, he became a fugitive
and remained one for the following 17 years,
until his plea for asylum was accepted by
Australiain 2014, but not before he had spent
nearly three years in that country’s deten-
tion centres. He lives in Melbourne now, but

CHAPTER 1, LINE 1
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Ursus and Homo were fast friends. Ursus was a man, Homo a wolf. Their
dispositions tallied. It was the man who had christened the wolf: probably he
had also chosen his own name. Having found Ursus fit for himself, he had
found Homo fit for the beast. The Man Who Laughs (1869), Victor Hugo

Growing up Rohingya, an account of the horror that a narrow vision of
nationhood and nationality can wreak on the people

remains stateless, and cannot travel because
he has no passport.

The memoiris Habib’s, but it could be any
Rohingya’s life story — the frantic process to
get false documents as a Shan Muslim; the
bribing of policemen who refuse to believe
the documents because they identify
Rohingya by their skin colour; a sojournata
government technical institute and a dal-
liance with the National League of
Democracy, whose leader Aung San Suu Kyi
was at the time abeacon of hope, all cut short
by the junta’s spies on campus; the hope-
lessness of prison; more bribes for release;
the desperate run to Thailand, and from
there to Malaysia and Indonesia, pursued in
all three countries by special police hunting
down illegal immigrants; the escape from
human traffickers; and the even more des-
perate journey across choppy seasinasmall
boat, all the way to Australia.

Thelast Habib heard from his brother, he
was in China. One of his sisters and her hus-
band fled to Bangladesh in 2017. Another sis-
ter was arrested from Yangon after she fled
Sittwe with her husband in the anti-
Rohingya conflagration of 2012. After brib-
ing officials, she was released, and fled to
Norway. After 18 months in the notorious

The Middle Ground

Despite some omissions, an eclectic volume of
writings by one of India’s longest serving politicians

HARSHMANDER

DR KARAN Singh has long straddled a
unique position in Indian public life. Who
else could boast of an uninterrupted and dis-
tinguished political career of 70 years? He
was head of state in Kashmir for 20 years,
first as regent from the age
of 18 and then as governor;
minister in successive
Union governments; and
member of Parliament for
eight terms over 40 years.
He worked closely, in one
capacity or another, with all
of India’s prime ministers.
In addition, he is an erudite
and sophisticated philoso-
pher, well-versed in ancient
Hindu texts.

Therefore, in the wake of

his farewell speech inthe = KARAN SINGH
RajyaSabhaattheageof88, HarperCollins
a collection of his writings 416 pages X799

and interviews is something

to savour. His editor Raghav

Verma has brought together an eclectic and
diverse range of writings and discussions in
this volume. It begins with an extensive in-
terview with Verma which illuminates many
themes of the book, and includes scholarly
essays and a dialogue on Hinduism, mem-
oirs of his political life, his exchange of let-
ters with prime ministers Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi, travelogues, poems (to
which I was equivocal), and even a whimsi-
cal novella about friendship, betrayal and a
chance but tenuous reconciliation.

Given the current upheaval in Kashmir,
his accounts of the history of J&K are of great-
est topical interest in this anthology. He
records his “surprise” about ‘right-wing’ re-

AN EXAMINED LIFE

sentment against the special status of J&K.
He counsels us to be “large-hearted”, mind-
ful that J&K came into India “under complex
and difficult circumstances”. He adds we
“should feel so lucky” that “a Muslim-ma-
jority state” became “part of India despite
the religion-led Partition. Cherish that, rel-
ish that, honour that.”

This is wise counsel,
which India should take to
heart amidst the tri-
umphalism that has
gripped many Indians after
the special status of the
state was withdrawn, and
its territory peremptorily
bifurcated into two Union
Territories. [ am perplexed,
though, by the far more
guarded public comments
by Karan Singh following
this constitutional coup. He
refused to condemn this
unequivocally, so contrary
to his views in the book.

There is much, though,
about Jammu and Kashmir
that the book does not speak of. It is silent
about the massacre of Muslims in Jammu
in 1947, the traumatic expulsion of Kashmiri
Pandits from the Valley, and decades of mil-
itancy. He describes his own role in the dis-
missal of an increasingly restive Sheikh
Abdullah as Prime Minister of J&K. (He says
he did not support Abdullah’s long incarcer-
ation after this, although he did nothing to
prevent or reverse it). He records his convic-
tion that what he did was for the “national
good”, and that “all the risks and dangers
were worth taking if it served the country”.
But history would require much more
searching self-critical introspection with
hindsight, of unhealed wounds left by these

FIRST, THEY ERASED OUR
NAME — AROHINGYA SPEAKS
HABIBURAHMAN WITH SOPHIE ANSEL
Penguin Viking

256 pages

<499

Insein prison, another sister fled to Australia,
where she is seeking asylum, while his
mother remains a fugitive in Yangon. The fa-
ther whom he worshipped died in Sittwe af-
ter undergoing several arrests and torture.

Habib’s chilling, powerfully narrated per-
sonal history, originally written in French
with the help of a French journalist and
translated into English, is a rare first-hand
account of the persecution of Rohingya, and
of the futureless escape of hundreds of thou-
sands of the community from Myanmar. It
is no accident that there are few other such
accounts. An estimated 90 per cent of
Rohingya are illiterate, having had no access
to education. Along with being prevented
from laying any claim to land ownership, ex-
treme restrictions on mobility, and other
such poverty-causing repressive measures, it
has ensured that there are no strong
Rohingya voices speaking up for the group,
within Myanmar or in the world.

This is why Habib’s book is important.
“Until now, we have been dependent on
others to tell our story,” he writes, also point-
ing out how only one voice from Myanmar
mattered to the world even through the
killings of 2012, that of Aung San Suu Kyi.
“The one voice of Myanmar had not spoken

Abhinav Saha

for us, and so now, we would have to speak
for ourselves”.

Habib, who runs a blog called Arakan
Diary (www.arakandiary.com) lays bare the
lengths to which a country can go to enforce
a narrow vision of nationhood and nation-
ality, and the unmitigated hatred that goes
with othering on the basis of skin colour, fea-
tures and religion.

“Kalars are like salt for us. We’re going to
dissolve you on our tongues until there’s
nothing left of you,” a group of Rakhine
Buddhists tell a 16-year-old Habib one day
as he stops at a tea shop in Sittwe. At the level
of government, too, there was nothing secret
about this plan. In 1991, an anti-Rohingya
military operation was code-named ‘Clean
and Beautiful Nation’.

Citizenship in many countries is straight-
forward enough. There are places where they
say, if you are born here, you belong here.
Myanmar is not the only place where citi-
zenship is not that simple. In India, the idea
of citizenship, belonging, of who is welcome
and who is not, is changing before our very
eyes. Every country commits its own wrongs.
But the story of Habiburahman'’s journey
from childhood in a little village in the Chin
state of Myanmar bordering Rakhine, to
growing up in the more polarised Sittwe, to
the escape that consumes his entire youth,
is a chilling eye-opener for those who dis-
miss the human, moral and ethical aspects
of building nation and nationality.

Dr Karan Singh, then union minister of Education and Social Welfare, with King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah and Queen
Aishwarya Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah of Nepal at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi, September 1979 Express Archive

There is much, though, about
Jammu & Kashmir that the
book does not speak of. It is
silent about the massacre of
Muslims in Jammu in 1947, the
traumatic expulsion of
Kashmiri Pandits from the
Valley and decades of militancy

momentous political decisions, destined to
cast their long shadows for decades.

There are significant silences also in his
learned and often lyrical interpretations of
Hindu texts, such as the Vedas and the
Upanishads, and most of all the Gita, which
he regards to be the most influential text in
the world after the Bible and Quran, and

which he believes is a fitting guide for ethi-
cal action in the complex and turbulent times
in which we live. He speaks fleetingly (and
uncritically) of caste, and acknowledges even
more passingly the suffering of the out-caste.
But he does nothing to address the profound
critique of Hinduism by Ambedkar: of the
savagery and cruelty of what caste did to mil-
lions for millennia. He does not mention, let
alonereject, the valorisation of ruthless caste
and gender inequity and violence. However,
Singh does celebrate the acceptance of same-
sex love in the Hindu tradition and welcomes
the belated decriminalisation of homosex-
uality in India.

In a significant essay, he speaks of three
approaches to secularism. One junks reli-
gion as a burden from the past “hung
around the neck of the present”, and, there-
fore, rejects religious values in both per-
sonal and public life. A second, he says,

would have liked an India in which every-
one follows the Hindu faith, but because
that is not a reality, secularism is accepted
as a necessary evil. A third approach, to
which he subscribes, is that the true sanc-
tion of secularism is that all religions are ap-
proaches to the same divine. My problem
is that although his definition leads us to
the idea of equal respect for every faith, it
needed to include also equal respect for the
absence of faith.

Singhis at his strongest in his affirmation
of what is best in our civilisational values, of
“respecting different traditions of living, of
praying, of any sort of culture however
strange it may seem to us.” If there is any-
thing to take away from this assorted vol-
ume, it is his celebration of “tolerance, of in-
clusiveness, of living in religious and cultural
harmony with each other”; and, of maintain-
ing “respect for oneself and the other”.
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Devotees carry out rituals during Mahasaptami (‘Kola Bou’ bathing) as part of the Durga Puja
festivities on the banks of the Hooghly in Kolkata on Saturday. Partha Paul

Rain likely to play spoilsport on
Maha Ashtami today in Bengal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 5

WITH THE monsoon yet to begin
its retreat, Durga Puja festivitiesin
West Bengal may get partially af-
fected by thunderstorms or sharp
showers, the Indian
Meteoroligical Department (IMD)
said here on Saturday.

Acyclonic circulation lies over
north-east Jharkhand and an-
other such weather system s hov-

Rights activist

Soni Sori held,
released on bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR,OCTOBER5

THE CHHATTISGARH Police on
Saturday arrested AAPleaderand
tribal rights activist Soni Sori after
she allegedly insisted on leading
a rally against government inac-
tion on the poll promise of freeing
tribals under illegal arrest in
Bastar.

Senior police officials said Sori
was arrested under the preventive
section 151 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, whichisabailable
offence. She was produced before
the SDM on Saturday, and was re-
leased on bail.

Abhishek Pallava,
Superintendent of Police,
Dantewada said, “On Friday, Soni
Sori gave an application to the
SDM and the tehsildar stating that
they are going to hold a rally in
Palnar or Kuakonda, and asked for
permission. For permission, the
rules state that you must tell the
exact venue, the number of peo-
ple assembling and the time. This
was asked but no answer was re-
ceived, and this was officially de-
nied... Palnar is a hyper-sensitive
area... Any law and order situation
could have happened...”

ering over Jharkhand and North
Odisha, which may bring rain at
one or two places in West Bengal
affecting revelries during the four-
day long Durga Puja, the biggest
festival of the state.

The Met department had fore-
cast thunderstorms at places in
the state on Maha Saptami on
Saturday. The weather may also
play spoilsport on Maha Ashtami
on Sunday with thunderstorms
having been forecast at one or two
places in South Bengal, including

Kolkata, the Met said.

The weatherman has, how-
ever, forecast heavy rain at one or
two places in Gangetic West
Bengal on Vijaya Dashami on
Tuesday, the day when Goddess
Durga goes back to Kailash with
her progeny Kartik, Ganesh,
Saraswatiand Lakshmi. On Vijaya
Dashami, the idols of Goddess
Durga and her children are im-
mersed in rivers and other water
bodies asaritual, bidding farewell
to them for a year.

UP: 3 held for ‘raping’
orphanage inmate

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 5

THREE PEOPLE were arrested on
Friday for allegedly raping anin-
mate of a privately-run orphan-
age in Agra district nearly one
month ago, said police.

The incident came to light af-
ter the 18-year-old victim al-
legedly tried to commit suicide
on Thursday. A sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM) is inquiring
into the matter.

The three accused — a 38-
year-old cook, a 19-year-old
sweeper and an 18-year-old in-
mate of the orphanage — were
sent to jail after being produced
before a local court.

According to the police, the
girl did not complain about the
alleged incident to the orphan-
age manager. On receiving mi-
nor injuries after allegedly jump-
ing off the terrace in a bid to kill
herself, the girl was taken to the
district hospital. She was then
shifted to a government-run
shelter. It was there that she re-
vealed the matter, police said.

Later, an FIR was lodged
against the three accused.

A medical examination of

GOVT AWAITS GOVERNOR’S NOD

In MP, politics over civic body polls

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 5

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment is waiting Governor Lalji
Tandon’s clearance to an ordi-
nance that will allow indirect
elections for the post of the
mayor and presidents of smaller
municipal bodies.

A top official confirmed that
the ordinance reached the Raj
Bhavan several days ago. “It’s un-
der the Governor’s considera-
tion,” he said. The MP cabinet
had cleared the ordinance on
September 25.

The Kamal Nath govern-
ment’s decision not to hold di-
rect elections has not gone down

RAJASTHAN
3 detained for

harassing minor
Dalit girl, cousin

Jaipur: Police have detained three

people after avideo,inwhich they
are seen harassingaminor girl and
her cousin, surfaced on social me-
dia in Rajasthan’s Karauli district
on Saturday.

In the video, the accused can
be seen forcibly trying to remove
the clothes of the girl and also
roughing up her companion, who
are said to be Dalits.

Police said the incident took
place around 10-15 days ago.
“After the video surfaced on social
media, we instructed the SHOs of
all police stations in the district to
identify the victims and the ac-
cused. We learnt that the girl and
the man are cousins,” said Karauli
SP Anil Kumar Beniwal. ENS

well with the BJP, which has al-
leged that the Congress is afraid
of losing.

In direct elections, citizens
choose the Mayor and other can-
didates, and not councillors.

All 16 municipal corpora-
tions in the state have BJP may-
ors. A delegation of office-bear-
ers of All India Council of Mayors
called on Tandon on Friday re-
questing him not to endorse the
Congress government's decision.

The council’s organisation
secretary and former BJP minis-
ter, Umashankar Gupta, told The
Sunday Express, “We requested him
to examine the proposal because
it’s not legally appropriate.”
Gupta, also a former mayor of
Bhopal, said the proposal is con-

the victim has been conducted
and reports are awaited.

On Friday, a two-member
team of the State Woman
Commission visited the orphan-
age and conducted an inspec-
tion. The team claimed that they
noted several anomalies during
the inspection.

“We found empty beer cans
and condoms on the premises.
There was no vistors’ register.
We will submit our report to the
District Magistrate, Agra, N G
Ravi Kumar, recommending ac-
tion against the authorities run-
ning the orphanage,” said com-
mission member Nirmala Dixit,
who was part of the team.

District Probation Officer,
Agra, Luvkush Bhargava, said,
“Among other documents re-
lated to the girl, police were also
carrying the victim’s previous
medical reports. One of the doc-
uments showed that she was re-
cently taken to a mental hospi-
tal for treatment, “ said Bhargava.

The sub-divisional magis-
trate said, “lam conducting a de-
tailed inquiry into the matter
and the orphanage. We will look
into the anomalies found by the
State Woman Commission
team.”

trary to the spirit of the 74th
Amendment to the Constitution
and it’s not proper to turn the
clock backwards.

The delegation, which also
comprised former and current
mayors, argued before the gov-
ernor that when councillors
choose the mayor, the latteris al-
ways under pressure to save his
chair.

Congress media in-charge
Shobha Oza responded saying
the BJP was misleading people.
When reminded that all 16 mu-
nicipal corporations have BJP
mayors, she said that was be-
cause the BJPwas in power then.

“Things have changed now
and they are scared of defeat,”
she said.

EXPRESS N

RUN-UP TOBYPOLLS IN KARNATAKA

Cong committee blames tie-up

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 5

A FACT-FINDING committee of
the Congress in Karnataka,
which explored the reasons for
the party’s poor showing in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, has
blamed the coalition forged with
the JD(S) as the main reason.
The committee, comprising
six party leaders, presented its
report to state Congress presi-
dent Dinesh Gundu Rao on
October 1. The committee ex-
pressed a point of view held by
several Congress leaders, includ-
ing former chief minister
Siddaramaiah, who were op-
posed to the alliance with the
JD(S) from the outset. The
Congress-JD(S) coalition govern-

Former CEO of

TV9 held for
‘fraudulent
withdrawal’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 5

HYDERABAD POLICE on
Saturday arrested former CEO
of TV9, Ravi Prakash, for alleged
fraudulent withdrawal of Rs 18
crore with two others from the
accounts of the Associated
Broadcasting Company Pvt Ltd,
the promoter of TV9.

The media organisation was
bought by Alanda Media Pvt
Ltd in August 2018 and Ravi
Prakash was ousted from the
CEQ’s position. On September
24, the new board of directors
lodged a complaint against Ravi
Prakash and former directors
MKVN Murthy and Clifford
Pereira, accusing them of with-
drawing over Rs 18 crore be-
tween September 2018 and
May 2019 as bonus or ex-gratia
to themselves.

“... 1t has come to light that
directors ... have fraudulently
drawn huge sums from the
bank accounts of the company
without substantiating any en-
titlement under law... causing
wrongful loss to the com-
pany...” the complaint said.

ment collapsed in July, two
months after the Lok Sabha
polls, with 17 legislators from
from both parties defecting to
the BJP.

The report comes at a time
when the Congress central lead-
ership is considering allying
with the JD(S) to contest the by-
polls for 17 Assembly seats in
December, which could deter-
mine the future of the present
BJP-run government.

“In the history of Lok Sabha
elections in Karnataka, the party
has not suffered such a big set-
back, the committee has ob-
served. This is a sad develop-
ment in terms of the state and
the party,” the committee stated
inits report.

“In the Lok Sabha elections,
at the booth level, blocklevel and

the district level, the coalition
with the JD(S) worked only in
Shivamogga, Hassan, three con-
stituencies of the Bengaluru
Urban district and the Bengaluru
Rural constituency. In the re-
maining 22 constituencies, the
coalition did not function at the
ground level,” the report said.

“The committee is of the
view that the constant infight-
ing between the Congress and
JD(S) in the coalition govern-
ment was not acceptable to the
people of the state.”

The Lok Sabha had thrown
up alandslide victory for the BJP,
with the saffron party winning
25 of the 28 Lok Sabha seats in
Karnataka, while the Congress
and JD (S) won one seat each.
The remaining seat was won by
anIndependent candidate, who

with JD(S) for Lok Sabhaloss

was backed by the BJP and
Congress rebels.

“Itis the opinion of all candi-
dates of the Congress party, of-
fice bearers and leaders at vari-
ous levels that the party must
not ally with the JD(S) to contest
future polls for local bodies, the
state Assembly and the
Parliament. Such alliances
should be considered only if itis
inevitable in order to keep our
main rival the BJP away from
power,” states the report.

“It is essential that the party
must be strengthened from the
grassroots and the party presi-
dent must take steps in this di-
rection. Giving tickets to family
members of party leaders and
ignoring long term workers is
detrimental to the morale in the
party,” the report says.

Govt plans month-long rafting,
kayaking expedition on Ganga

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER S

THE UNION government has
planned a month-long rafting
and kayaking expedition on the
Ganga starting October 10. The
move aims to spread awareness
about water conservation and
the National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) among Ganga
basin states.

Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said he has
reached out to more than 50
MPs across party lines whose
constituencies straddle the river.
Prominent Opposition leaders to

whom Shekhawat has written
include Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, Congress leaderin
the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury and TMC MP Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar.

The minister told The Sunday
Express that he also will join the
expedition, and is expected to
join a team between Devprayag
and Rishikesh.

NMCG DG Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra said, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave out a call for
water conservation as well as a
renewed focus Ganga rejuvena-
tion. As a part of NMCG’s ongo-
ing initiative to reach out to the
masses, we are organising a

month-long rafting and kayak-
ing expedition on the Ganga. It
will start from Devprayag,
Uttarakhand on October 10 and
conclude at Frazerganj in West
Bengal on November 12.”

Mishra said IAF Wing
Commander Paramvir Singh will
lead the expedition team of 16
members, which will have rep-
resentation from the Army and
Navy too. “The team also in-
cludes scientists from the CSIR-
Indian Institute of Toxicology
Research for water testing and
collection of samples, and mem-
bers from the Wildlife Institute
of India to record flaura and
fauna,” he added.

Meeting held for plan to increase
Ganges dolphin population by 2030

New Delhi: Aone-day workshop
was organised by the National
Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) in collaboration with
the Wildlife Institute of India
(WII) and WWEF-India on
Saturday for developing a char-
ter that aims to enhance the
population of the Ganges River
Dolphin by 2030. Today, the to-

tal population of the Gangetic
Dolphin stands between 2,500-
3,000, of which, more than 80%
inhabit the Ganga and its tribu-
taries. “NMCG has been relent-
lessly working for the conserva-
tion and protection of the
species... We will develop en-
abling policies for the integration
of Dolphin conservation at State

and national level,” said the
Director General of the NMCG.

Ravi Singh, SG & CEO, WWE-
Indiam, said, “We have lost the
Yangtze River Dolphin species
found in China and we should
focus on protecting our remain-
ing dolphin species including the
Ganga River Dolphins and Indus
River Dolphins in India.”

CTWORK |/

Goa CM Pramod Sawant

(Goans handing
over jobs to
temporary
migrants: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANJIM, OCTOBER 5

CHIEF MINISTER Pramod Sawant
on Saturday expressed concern
over the state’s dependence on
migrant workers and exhorted
Goans to“wake up” and start tak-
ing advantage of the opportuni-
ties in the state.

Sawant was speaking at an
event where loans were being
given out for setting up small and
medium enterprises in his home
constituency of Sanquelim.

“lam making a straight state-
ment. We hand over our jobs to
them (migrant workers). I feel
sorry to say this, nevertheless, |
will, take for example the
women’s tailors. All the stitching
forwomen'’s clothesis being done
by Bengalis today... the plumber,
electrician or any home service
we call for, who are they, where
do they come from? They are not
Goans,” Sawant said.

“Every day, our population is
shrinking and their population is
increasing. It's happening in huge
numbers. It’s time Goans woke
up. This will not change till Goans
start small businesses from their
home, from villages; it is not pos-
sibletill then,” he said. Heiterated
that he was not speaking about
those that settled in the state.

“The current condition in our
state is very bad. Let me tell you,
Iam saying this on purpose. Our
state has a small population of
just 15 lakh. But we get more
than sixty lakh tourists and sixty
lakh migrants... They become
Goans if they permanently set-
tle here. Please do not interpret
my views or comments in a dif-
ferent way. Many came here over
a decade or more ago and are
settled here... We need tempo-
rary labour, those who come
here for six months and then go
away.Roughly, it’s 60 lakh
tourists and 60 lakh labourers.
How are we taking advantage of
these numbers?” he asked the
crowd.
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I, Sarita Maharolia,D/o-Inder
Jeet Maharolia, Mother Sunita
Maharolia, R/0-H.No. 3735,
Daribapan,P.Ganj, N.Delhi-
110055, have changed my name
Sarita Jeet D/o-Inderjeet,
Mother-Sunita.

0040514880-3

I Preeti Arora d/o Suresh Arora
R/o H.no-35-L, new-colony,
Gurgaon have changed my
name to Preeti.

0040515163-9

I Pooja Rani W/0 Jeetesh Gera
R/0-RZ-71,Extension-
2,Subhash-Park,Uttam-
Nagar,West Delhi-110059-Have
Changed my Name to Pooja
Gera. 0040515136-2

I Paravinder Kaur W/0-Jasvir
Singh R/0 Village-Pheroke,
Firozpur,Punjab-142047-Have
Changed my Nameto
Parminder Kaur.

0040515136-8

1Juli/July/July Jha/Juli Jha W/o
Late Akhilesh Kumar R/o C-
206/a, Arjun Park, Gali No-1,
Nangli Dairy, Najafgarh, Delhi-
43 have changed my name to
RatnaJha forall purposes.

0040515174-5

IHitherto Know as Vakeela S/0
Netrapal R/0-J-21,T Camp.
Krishna Colony, Hastsal,Uttam-
Nagar,West Delhi-110059,have
Changed my Name and Shall
hereafter be known as Rohit.

0040515152-8

I,Surender Singh,S/o
Late.Darshan Singh R/0-G-
30/105, Sector-3, Delhi,inform
that my nameis wrongly-
written as Surinder Singh in my
daughter’s Srishty Singh
School-record.But my correct-
nameis Surender Singh,one
and same person.

0040515152-3

Itis general information that
I,Asha Rani,W/o Tara Chand
R/0-D-168, Police-station,New-
Seelampur,Delhi-
110053,inform that my name is
wrongly-writing as Ashain my
son Palaksh Aksoliya school-
records.That my actual-name
is Asha Rani which may be
amended accordingly.

0040515152-4

Itis general information that |
Asha Rani,W/o0 Tara Chand R/o-
D-168, Police-station,New-
Seelampur,Delhi-
110053,inform that my
daughter’ nameis wrongly-
writing as Ridima Aksoliya and
my name is wrongly-written as
Asha in my daughter’s Ridima
school records.That my
daughter actual nameis
Ridima and my actual-nameis
AshaRani which may be
amended accordingly.

0040515152-2

I,Shamsuddin S/o Abdul
Shakoor R/0-M-32/C/5,Abul
Fazal Enclave,Jamia
Nagar,South Delhi-25,have
changed my name
Shamsuddin Saifi to
Shamsuddin for all,purposesin
future. 0040515151-1

ILRam Khilwan,S/o-Late Karu
Mishtri,R/0-C-112,Karan-
Vihar,Part-3,Suleman-
Nagar,Delhi-86,Inform that
my,name in.Aadhar-card
is.Ram Khilwan &in bank
Record,my nameis.Ram
Khilwan Sharma, both, name
are one&belongto
same.Person 0040515174-6

I,Rajiv Bhasin,S/o Late Sh.Sunil
Bhasin previously R/o-D-37,
South-Extension Part-I, New-
Delhi-110049, presently,
Residing at C-41,0akwood-
Estate, DLF-Phase-2,Sector-
25,Gurgaon,Haryana-122002,
thatinadvertantly in the class-
10th and-12th School-records
my name has been wrongly-
written as Rajeev Bhasin and
alsoin my college-records my
name has been written as
Rajeevinstead of Rajiv Bhasin.

0040515152-1

I,Puneet Sachdeva S/o Kishor
Lal Sachdeva R/0.H.no.246-
247,3rd.floor, pocket-8,sector-
24,Rohini New.Delhi-
110085,have changed my Minor
Daughter’s name from Ananya
Sachdevato Ananyya
Sachdeva for all future
purposes. 0040515151-4

I,Mukesh Kumar,S/o
Late.Deendayal
Khandelwal,R/0.H.N0.92,
Gali.No.3 Jwala-Nagar
Shahdara,Delhi-110032,Also
at:-7/50-B, Amar-Ashram Gali
jwala-Nagar Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,hereby inform that
I,have changed my name,from
Mukesh Kumar to Mukesh
Khandelwal and my true &
correct date-of-birthis
03/10/1967,whichis wrongly-
mentioned in my-documents
as-02/10/1970.

0040515152-5

I,Kum Asha Kodumal Lulla,W/0O-
Ghaanshyam Das
Lalwani.,R/0-C-603
Mayurdhwaj-Apartment,
Plot.No-60, I.P.Extn,
Patparganj,Delhi-
110092.,Changed My Name To
AshaLalwani.

0040515145-10

I,Khalid Rashid Salmani S/o
Ahmed Nabi R/0-B-236,
Gali.No.-20,Subhash
Mohalla,North Gonda,Delhi-
110053,Have changed my name
to Khalid Rashid for all future
purposes.My actual &correct
date-of-Birth is-22/01/1979.

0040515151-5

I,LHardip Singh,S/0 sh.Rajinder
Singh R/0-8/D,Room.No.8,
Snoc’s Mess,Air-Force-
Station,Race-Course New-
Delhi-110003,Have Changed My
Name,From Hardip Singh To
Hardip Singh Kaler Vide-
Affidevit,Date-04-10-19.

0040515152-7

I, Yatin Midha S/o SH. Ashwani
Kumar R/o D-1203, The Golden
Plams, Sector-168 Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar U.P-
201301, Have Changed My
name Yatin to Yatin Midha for
all future purposes & hencei
will be known as Yatin Midha.

0040515108-1

I,Vishal,S/O-Devindera
Singh,R/0-A-492,Gharoli Dairy
Farm,MayurVihar- 3,Delhi-
96,has legally changed my
name to Vishal Singh.My 10th
and 12th-school rollno.are
8121021 and 9116410
respectively 0040515174-4

I, Ved Prakash S/O-Vidya Sagar
R/0O-FlatNo-103, Gaur-
Heights,Sector-4, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, U.P.Changed My
Name To Ved Prakash Sagar

0040515145-7

I, Vanita Hasija D/o Late Sh.Ram
Swaroop Hasija R/0oH.No.71,
Nandwani-Nagar Sonepat,
Haryana.Have changed my
name to Vinita Hasija.

0040515163-5

I, Sushil Kumar S/o Bhimsain
JunejaR/0-127A, LIG-flats,
Rajouri-Garden, Delhi-
110027,have changed my name
to Sushil Kumar Juneja.

0040515136-3

I, Sunil Kumar Garg,R/0-Rz-
614/B,Syndicate Market, Raj-
Nagar-1, Palam-Colony,New-
Delhi-110045, have changed,my
daughter’s name,from Ritika
Gargto Riya Garg for,all future
purposes. 0040515152-6

I, Surinder Kumar S/o Sumer
Singh R/0 RZA-6B, Mahvir
Vihar, Palam, New Delhi, have
changed my name to Surender
Kumar for future.

0040515163-4

I, Suneet Makhni Tiwary W/o
Lokesh Tiwary R/0-S-221, First-
Floor, Greater-Kailash-1l, New
Delhi-110048 have changed my
name to Suneet Makhni.

0040515136-9

I, Shivam Singh Gautam R/0
Room No. 103, Vivekanand
Hostel, KIET College, Nh-58,
Muradnagar, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, 201206 have changed
my name to Shivam Singh for
all purpose. 0070677538-1

I, Sumit Kumar S/o Ram Kumar
R/0 H.N0.503, Sunlight Colony-
2,New Delhi-110014, informs
that I have changed my name
from Sumit Kumar to Sumit for
all future purposes.

0040515089-1

I, Shaukat/Shoukat Ali S/O-
Kudret Tulla, R/0O-C-84, GaliNo-
4,C-Block, Welcome,
Seelampur, Phase-4, Kabooter-
Market, Delhi-110053.,Changed
My Name To Shaukat Ali.

0040515145-9

I, Satbhushan S/0O Sh.Puran
Chand Goyal R/0 D-7/52, Pkt-7,
D-Blk, Sector-15, Rohini, Delhi,
is Also Known As Satbhushan
Goyal. Satbhushan And
Satbhushan Goyal is One And
Same Person.

0040515174-2

I, Sanjeet Bairi S/o0 Shri Chandan
Bairi R/0 H.No TA 165/3, Gali
No-3, Tuglakabad Extention
New Delhi-19, hereby inform
that have changed my name
from Sanjeet Bairi to Sanjeet
Das for all future purposes.

0040515095-1

I, Sanjay Kumar Makhija S/o-
Kishan Lal Makhija R/0-13/229,
Block-No.13, Geeta-Colony,
Delhi-110031-have changed my
name to Sanjay Makhija.

0040515136-7

I, Samsher Singh S/O- Mouji
Ram R/0O- F-39 Extn 1-B Nangloi
Delhi 110041, Changed My
Name To Samsher Singh
Hooda. 0040515145-1

I, Saju Varkey Karuthedam S/0
Varkey Varkey R/O-Flat No-22-
E, Pocket-A-2, Mayur Vihar
Phase-3, Delhi-110096 Have
Changed My Name To Saju
Varghese Karuthedam.

0040515163-2

I, Razia Begum W/0 Shamsuddin
R/0-M-32/C/5,Abul Fazal
Enclave,Jamia Nagar,South
Delhi-25,have changed,my
name Razia Saifi to Razia
Begum for all,purposesin
future. 0040515151-2

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o Gur Dayal
Miglani residing 2J-8, NIT
Faridabad, Haryana, have
changed my name to Rakesh
Miglani for all purposes.

0040515117-1

I, Rajji Sangha D/O Karam Singh,
R/0-J-Ext, J3/65, KrishanKunj,
Laxmi-Nagar, Delhi-
110092,Changed My Name To
Rajji Kaur Dhesi.

0040515145-8

I, Bhishan DavR/0L1/1341/7,
Asthal Mandir, Sangam Vihar,
South Delhi, 110062 have
changed my name to Bhishan
Dev. 0070677539-1

I Rajdulari W/o Sh. Bhupinder
MehraR/o0 WZ-122, Khampur,
Mandir Wali Gali, West Patel
Nagar, New Delhi have
changed my name after
marriage from Rajdulari to
Anita Mehra for all purposes.

0040515087-2

2DS 8 TENDERS

I, Rahul Bafna S/0O-Mahendra
Shantichandra Bafna R/0-B
401, Ireo-Victory-Valley, Golf-
Course-Extension-Road,
Sector-67, Gurgaon-Haryana,-
Have Change My name to
Rahul Mahendra Bafna.

0040515136-5

I, Pawan Kumar Garg S/o Phool
Chand R/0 13 UGF Road No-7,
East Punjabi Bagh, Delhi, have
changed my name to Pawan
Gupta permanently.

0040515086-1

I, Pawan Garg S/o Phool Chand
R/0 13 UGF Road No-7, East
PunjabiBagh, Delhi, have
changed my name to Pawan
Gupta permanently.

0040515086-2

I, Oshin Sangole D/O-Mahendra
Sangole R/0-29, 3rd-Floor, Nri-
Colony, Mandakini, Gk-4 New-
Delhi-110019,Changed My
Name To Oshin Mahendra
Sangole. 0040515145-4

I, Murti W/0 Lal Mohd R/O H.No.
777,Holi Chowk, Kumaro Ki
Choppal, Village Bankner,
Delhi-40. Have Changed My
Name To Hameeda.

0040515163-8

I, MohitS/o Ashok Kumar
residing E-2/141, Street No. 3,
Shastri Nagar Delhi, have
changed my name to Mohit
Verma for all purposes.

0040515117-2

I, Micheal Prakash
R/0.House.No0.785 Village-
Sorkha,Sector-115, Noida-
201301,have changed my minor
Son name from CHARLES to
CHARLES PRAKASH.

0040515151-6

I, Meena W/O-Anil Kumar Singh
R/0- A-19 Gali No- 2 Khajuri
Khas Delhi 110094,Changed My
Name To Meena Verma.

0040515145-3

I, Mayank Goel S/o Ramesh
Babu R/0-RZ-170, 2nd-floor,
Street. No.4,Vaishali Colony
Delhi have changed my name
to Mayank Goyal

0040515174-3

I, Mamata Sharma W/o Ratish
SharmaR/0-R-248, Jalvayu
Vihar Sector-21,Noida-201301,
Gautam-Budh,Nagar,UP.
Changed my name to Mamta
Sharma for all future purposes.

0040515163-6

I, Mahendr Choudhary S/O-
Soharai Chaudhari H.No-103,
Jharera-Village, Delhi-Cantt,
New-Delhi-110010.,Changed
My Name To Mahendra
Chaudhari. 0040515145-6

I, Lilu Ram S/0O Rattan Khan R/O
H.No.777,Holi Chowk, Kumaro
Ki Choppal, Village Bankner,
Delhi-40 Have Changed My
Name To Lal Mohd.

0040515163-7

I, Laxmi Rani W/o Yeshvir Singh
R/0-266 D, 5/A, Ward-2,
Mehrauli, Delhi-110030, have
changed my name to Laxmi
Chaudhary. 0040515136-1

I, Krishana Devi W/o Sh. Tilak Raj
Sandhu D/o Late Sh. Samma
Ram R/o FD-31, Shivaji Enclave,
New Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Krishna
Deviforall purposes.

0040515087-1

I, Kishan Kumar / KishanLal S/O
Kesher Dass R/0-13, Rashid-
Market, GaliNo-2, Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051,Changed
My Name To Kishan Taneja.

0040515145-5

I, Karthik Rajagopal S/o Sh.
Achal Rajagopal, R/o Flat No.
135, Vasundhara Apartments
Sec-9, Rohini, New Delhi-
110085, informs that my name
insome documents is
mentioned as Karthik
Rajagopal & in other
documents (employment)itis
mentioned as Karthik Rajgopal.
Both Karthik Rajgopal and
Karthik Rajagopal are the same
person. 0040515135-1

I, Hemant Kawatra R/0-325(3rd-
Floor)Sant-Nagar, East-Of-
Kailash, Delhi-110065-Have
Changed My Daughter’s Name-
From Vanshika Kawatra To
Khanak Kawatra. 0040515136-4

I, Imran S/o Inayat AliR/o H-617
Shakurpur, Delhi, have
changed my name to Imran Ali
permanently. 0040515120-1

I, Nitika D/o Darshan Lal R/0 1508
Rani Bagh, Delhi, have changed
my name to Nitika Arora
permanently. 0040515086-3

I, Harbhajan Singh S/o Amarjit
Singh R/0 B-35, 4th Floor Kirti
Nagar, Delhi have changed my
name Harbhajan Singh Baweja
all purposes. 0040515091-1

I, Enayat Ali S/o Abdul Hameed
R/o H-617 Shakurpur, Delhi,
have changed my nameto
Inayat Ali permanently.

0040515120-2

I, Diwakar Kashyap S/o
Bhagwan Swaroop R/0.A-607,
Tower-7,Silver City-2,Greater
Noida,U.P.,have changed my
from Diwakar Swaroop to
Diwakar Kashyap for all future
purposes. 0040515151-3

I, Devendra Singh S/0O-Balbir
Singh R/0-11-B/9 Kishangarh
Vasant-Kunj New Delhi-
110070.,Have Changed My
Name To Davender Singh,
Permanently. 0040515163-1

I, Deepak Kumar S/0, Lal Babu
Shah R/oL-2/42, Third Floor,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi-52, have
changed my name to Deepak
Shah for all purposes.

0040515169-1

I, Biji Valamkottu Mathew W/0
Saju Varghese Karuthedam
R/O-Flat.No-22-E, Pocket-A-2,
Mayur-Vihar Phase-3, Delhi-
110096. Have Changed My
Name To Biji Saju.

0040515163-3

I, Balram S/o Pahali Biswal R/o
H.No. 1459, Maruti Vihar
Chakkarpur, Gurugram,
Haryana informs that | have
changed my Name from
Balram to Niranjan Biswal for
all purposes. 0040515137-1

I, Anmol s/o Dhoom Singh R/o-
village-Kalsia, post office-
Babail-buzurg, Saharanpur-
U.P., have changed my name to
Anmol Singh. 0040515163-10

I, Anil Kumar S/O- Lakhan Singh
R/0- A-19 Gali No-2 Khajuri
Khas Delhi-110094,Changed My
Name To Anil Kumar Singh.

0040515145-2

I, Angeeta Sharma W/O-Krishna
Kapoor Addres-G-34, Greater
Kailash-2. Masjid-Moth Pin-
110048 Changed My Name To
Anugeet Sharma.

0040515136-10

I, Achal Karthik S/o Sh. Achal
Rajagopal, R/o Flat No. 135,
Vasundhara Apartments Sec-9,
Rohini, New Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Karthik
Rajagopal for all purposes.

0040515134-1

IRani Devi alias Shakuntla Devi
W/0-Balwant Rai R/0.H.No.C-
290, Chinyot-Basti, Gali.no10,
Paharganj, N.D.-55-both names
are same person.

0040515136-6

IRajiv Kumar SharmaS/o
Krishan Lal Sharma R/0-A-201
Om-Vihar Phase-1A Uttam-
Nagar N.Delhi-110059 have
changed my name to Rajeev
Sharma. 0040515174-1

PROPERTY FORRENT

Edappally independent house 3
BHK with all amenities for rent
Ph 9744265543/9895299944

0050156177-2

BUSINESS OFFERS

CNC Machining Unit With
Confirmed Long Term Orders.
All Machines in good running
condition. Contact: Prem -
9971043148. 0040515174-10

MATRIMONIAL

GENERAL

BHANDARI, Beautiful, 28/5’-3",
B.E. (EXTC) + MMS (FIN), SRA In
Mumbai MNC, 10 Lakh.
Expectation- Post Graduate.
Contact- 9049005122/
9049005133. 0070677044-1

NRI/GREEN CARD

SMF Ramdasia Sikh Convent
educated BDS girl Canadian PR,
DOB: 1989, Ht.5’-7”, fair
complexion, parents Gazetted
Officers. Wanted Canadian PR
well settled handsome boy.
Please send recent
photographs and biodata on
Whatsapp Number: 88470-
43996. 0020394111-1

SCHEDULED CASTE

SM4 Beautiful Ad-Dharmi girl
B.Tech (CSE) 5’-5-1/2”/ 1986
presently pursuing Post
Graduate study in Australia.
Both elder brothers married
well settled in Australia boy
settled in Australia/
Newzealand preferred. Email:
sschauhanl9@gmail.com.
9988827720. 0020394113-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at
large that my client Smt. Suman
Lata W/o Shri Manoj Kumar
Shokeen R/o A-93, Meera Bagh,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-63, has
severed her all relations with her
son Mr. Gaurav Shokeen and his
wife Ms. Samridhi Rana and
disinherited them from all her
movable and immovable properties.
Any body dealing with them may do
so at his/her/their own risk and
responsibility. My client shall not be
responsible in any manner.
Manish Kumar Advocate
Bar Room No.2, P.P. Grover
Lawyers Block Civil Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given on behalf of Mr.
Ritesh Dua & Mr. Amit Dua to general
public that the Original Sale Deed
dated 29/08/1983 which was registered

vide Document No.2720, Book No.l,
Volume No.4240, on pages 114 to 117,
registered on 30/08/1983, related to the
“Portion bearing Pvt. No.1/185,
admeasuring 13 Sq. Yds., with its
roof/terrace rights, part of Property
No.1-74 to 77A (Old) and New
No.1/182to 185, Ward No.1, situated at
Punja Sharif, Kashmere Gate, Delhi-
110006", has been lost/ misplaced.
Public is being warned not to deal with
the documents. Any person dealing
with the aforesaid documents would do
so at their own risk and responsibility.
Owner shall not be liable in any manner
whatsoever for any loss incurred by
such persons. If anybody found these
documents OR notice any misuse of
these documents, Concerned Person
is required to communicate at the
address given below within 15 days of
publication of this Notice.

Juris NextGen LLP

E-56, LGF, Greater Kailash
Enclave Part-l, New Delhi-48
#011-42662177,78,79

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Parmod Kumar Garg S/o Sh. Ram
Bilas R/o H. No. 264, Pocket C-11,
Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
lost original Sale Deeds of
abovesaid property Registration No.
6668, Volume 264, Book No. 1,
Page 1-5 Dated 10.11.2005 in
favour of Veena Batra W/o Satish
Batra executed by Sudha Rani W/o
P.K. Mahindirata & Registration No.
12016, Book No. 1, Volume No.
6112, Pages 163-169 Dated
04.04.2005 in favour of Sudha Rani
W/o P.K. Mahindirata executed by
Promila Chauhan W/o K.C.
Chauhan. Finders may contact at
bove address.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Sh. Dharam Pal S/o Late Dev
Raj, and his wife Smt. Sushila, both R/o M-
27, Sriniwas Puri, New Delhi- 110065,
have debar their son namely Bharat
Bhushan and his wife Mrs. Dolly
Madaan and their children from their all
movable and immovable properties and
my clients and their elder son Pawan
Kumar & his wife Diksha have severed
their relations from the above named
Bharat Bhushan, his wife and their
children. Anybody dealing with them shall
be doing so at his/her/their own risks and
my clients shall not be responsible for their
acts/deeds / things with immediate effect.
Sd/-
JITENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Chamber No. 104, Lawyers Block,
Saket Court Complex,
New Delhi- 110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT SH.
KARAMCHAND AND SMT.
SANTOSH SAINI, R/O 1302,
SANCHAR VIHAR, PLOT NO.
15, SECTOR 4, DWARKA DO
HEREBY SEVERE ALL THEIR
RELATIONS WITH THEIR SON
RAHUL SAINIAND DAUGHTER
IN LAW VIBHA SAINI DUE TO
THEIR QUARRELSOME
BEHAVIOUR AND DEBAR
THEM OF ENTIRE MOVABLE
AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES. MY CLIENTS
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR ANY SORT OF DEALINGS
WITH THEIR SON AND
DAUGHTER IN LAW.
Sd/-
PUNIT KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Enl. No. D-3813/14

SI.8l:lo. Name of the
Branch Account

1. M/s Krishna Ply
Exhibition Proprietor-Sri
Road  Arvind Kumar
Branch Choubey Shop
Patna No.-03, Chandi
Vyapar Bhawan,
Exhibition Road,
Patna-800001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public at large that
my client Shri Ramesh Chandra
Sharma S/o Sh. Khajjo Ram and Smt
Rukmani Devi W/o Shri Ramesh
Chandra Sharma both Residents of E-
11, Jawahar Park, Devil Road,
Khanpur, New Delhi 110062, have,
due to the constant hostile attitude of
their younger son Shri Shiv Kumar
Sharma, severed all relations with him
and have also disowned/debarred/
disinherited him from all their movable
and immovable properties.
Henceforth, whosoever deals with him
in any manner whatsoever, shall be
doing so at their own risk and
responsibility.
Sd/-
Amresh Mathur Advocate
Chamber No. 397,
Block II, Delhi High Court,
New Delhi-110003 (M) 9810318149

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for information of general public that my
client Smt. Neela Shah & Sh. Rakesh Shah, who
are absolute owners in possession of the property
being R-128, Ground Floor, Greater Kailash,
Part-l, New Delhi- 110048, had not received the
Original Sale Deed dated 18.06.1986 executed by
Sardar Ranbir Singh in favour of Smt. Veena
Gugnani w/o Sh. Sh. K.L. Gugnani, at the time of
purchase of abovestated property as the said
document was stolen from custody of Sh. K.L.
Gugnani for which an FIR no. 240/95 was lodged
with Delhi Police on 20.07.1995 and subsequently
investigation was closed. If any person/s finds the
abovestated document, it is requested to
handover the same to the undersigned. And if any
person/s has any claim whatsoever with respect to
the abovestated property, he/she is required to
give notice of the same to the undersigned within
15 days from the date of publication hereof,
together with copies of documents forming basis
of such claim, failing which it shall be concluded
that there is no claim whatsoever against the
abovesaid property and my client can proceed
with his intended object pertaining to the
abovestated property.
Namrata Ranga (Advocate)
C-117B, Rama Park, Uttam Nagar
New Delhi-110059
09818947341

LOST & FOUND

Itis notified for the information
that my original qualifying
examination certificate of
main Secondary, Senior
Secondary Examination of
Year-2013, Roll N0.8118264 and
Year-2016, Rol1.9117228 issued
by CBSE has been actually lost.
Divyansh Gupta S/0 Anil
Kumar Gupta, 9711198745

0040515096-1

Lost my original 12th class
certificate Roll.N0-9640659
passing year-2012 issued by
CBSE,Candidate Name-Kirti
Sharma,D/0 Vijendra Kumar
R/0-J-440,Street no-12,1/2,
Kartar Nagar-3,Delhi-110053.

0040515174-9
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DIRECTORATE OF
SPORTS & YOUTH WELFARE

T.T. Nagar Stadium, Bhopal-462003
Phone : 0755-2773012, 2761448, 2778151
Fax : 0755-2775256
S.No. 6392/DSYW/Infra/2019 Bhopal, Dated : 05.10.2019

1. The Director, Directorate of Sports & Youth Welfare, M.P.
Bhopal invites bids from Firms/ organizations with relevant
background and experience for SUPPLY AND
INSTALLATION STADIUM SEATS at MP DSYW Shooting
academy in Bhopal.

. The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode
only. The details regarding participation in the e-tendering
process can be obtained on www.mptenders.gov.in.
If there any queries regarding participation through e-tender
process, interested bidder may contact on Toll Free
No. 18002588684.

3. The corrigendum and agendum issued (if any) related to

this bid will be published on e-tendering portal only.

M.P. Madhyam/95422/2019 DIRECTOR

N

Head Office: 2, Netaji Subhash Road, Kolkata-700001

E-AUCTION OF COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

E-auction of Commercial property on 16th day of November, 2019 on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS, AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” & "WHATEVER
THERE IS" on the platform https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net

E-auction sale notice for sale of Immovable Assets under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general
and in particular to the Borrower/s and guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor, the
Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Allahabad Bank Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As
is what is" and "whatever there is" basis as on 16th day of November 2019. The details of bank’s dues, Borrower & Guarantors, Reserve Price,
Earnest money & Description of immovable properties is given below:

Details of Inmovable Properties

All that part and parcel of Shop/Office
admeasuring an area of 362 Sq.Ft.,, Office
No.R5, on 5th Floor, Exhibition Road, Chandi
Vyapar Bhawan, Situated at Plot No.-827, Ward
No.-18(New)/02(0ld), Circle No.-6, Holding No.-
97, Sheet No.-30, Mauza-Moharrampur, P.S-
Gandhi Maidan, Dist.-Patna, Deed No0.11359
dated 31.03.2011. Bounded: North-Office
No.-Q-5, South-Office No.-S-5, East-Common
Gallery, West-Said back.

Name of the Amount of Reserve Earnest
Mortgagor(s)/ Secured Debt Price Money
Guarantor(s) (in Rs) Deposit
Mortgagor/ Outstanding dues 316,82,000/- %1,68,200/-
Guarantor: Sri of the bank (Rupees (Rupees
Arvind Kumar %35,11,355/- sixteen lac one lac
Choubey S/O Sri (Rupees  Thirty eighty two  sixty eight
Basistha Muni  five lac eleven thousand thousand
Choubey, Flat  thousand three only) two hundred
No.-H-02, Grand hundred fifty five only)

Pallavi Apartment,
J C Road,
Patna-800004

only) + interest,
cost & charges
w.e.f 27.02.2019

Last Date & time for Submission of Process compliance Form with EMD amount: 14th Day of November, 2019 at Allahabad Bank, Exhibition
Road Branch, at 1st Floor, Arunachal Bhawan, Exhibition Road, Patna-800001 Till 5.00 PM

Date & Time of e-auction: 16th day of November, 2019 from 12.30 PM to 2.30 PM at the platform of http://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net
For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Mr. Dhiraj Kumar (Mob-8828206020)

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.allahabadbank.in (ii) http://www.tenders.gov.in
(iii) https://allahabadbank.auctiontiger.net, https://ibapi.in

Date :04.10.2019
Place : Patna

Authorized Officer
Allahabad Bank
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Sanders had
heart attack,
released from
hospital, his
campaign says

Las Vegas: Democratic
presidential candidate
Bernie Sanders had a
heart attack, his cam-
paign confirmed Friday as
the Vermont senator was
released from a Nevada
hospital. The 78-year-old
was at a campaign event
Tuesday when he experi-
enced chest discomfort
and was taken to a hospi-
tal where he was diag-
nosed with a heart attack.
The senator was trans-
ferred to Desert Springs
Hospital Medical Center,
where doctors inserted
two stents to open up a
blocked artery in his
heart, according to a
statement from the Las
Vegas doctors.

THAILAND
Judge shoots

himself in court

Bangkok: AThai judge shot
himself in the chest in
front of a packed court af-
ter acquitting several mur-
der suspects and decrying
the kingdom’s judicial sys-
tem in an impassioned
speech broadcast on
Facebook Live. Kanakorn
Pianchana, a judge at Yala
courtinthe heartof thein-
surgency-battered Thai
south, was delivering the
verdict for five Muslim
suspects in a gun murder
case on Friday afternoon.
He acquitted the group,
delivered a courtroom
plea for a cleaner justice
system, before pulling out
a handgun and shooting
himself in the chest. He
was taken to hospital and
is out of danger, a govern-
ment spokesperson said.

PAKISTAN

Govt: UN envoy
replaced as she
finished tenure

Islamabad: Pakistan has
said Maleeha Lodhi was
not sacked and was re-
placed with Munir Akram
after the completion of her
tenure as the country’s
permanent representative
to the UN, according to a
report. Prime Minister
Imran Khan in a surprise
move thisweek appointed
Akram, known for his stri-
dent anti-India stand, as
Pakistan’s new permanent
representative to the UN.
The development came a
day after Khan returned
from New York, where he
raised the Kashmirissuein
his speech to the UN
General Assembly.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT PROBE

Investigators subpoena White
House, seek records from Pence

NICHOLAS FANDOS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 5

USHOUSE impeachment investi-
gators widened the reach of their
inquiry on Friday, subpoenaing
the White House for a vast trove
of documents and requesting
more from Vice President Mike
Pence in a bid to better under-
stand President Donald Trump’s
attempts to pressure Ukraine to
investigate his political rivals.
The subpoena, addressed to
Mick Mulvaney, the acting
White House chief of staff, calls
for documents and communica-
tions that are highly delicate and
would typically be subject in al-
most any White House to claims
of executive privilege. If handed
over by the Oct. 18 deadline, the
records could provide keys to
understanding what transpired
between the two countries and
what steps, if any, the White
House has taken to cover it up.
The request for records from
asitting vice president is unusual
in its own right, and Pence’s of-
fice quickly signaled he may not
comply. In a letter to Pence, the
chairmen of three House com-
mittees conducting the im-
peachment inquiry wrote that
they were interested in “any role

US President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence
atan event in the White House on Friday. AP

you may have played” in convey-
ing Trump’s views to Ukraine.
They asked for a lengthy list of
documents detailing the admin-
istration’s dealings with Ukraine,
to be produced by Oct. 15.

Katie Waldman, Pence’s press
secretary, promptly said that
“given the scope, itdoes notappear
tobeaserious requestbut justan-
other attempt by the ‘Do Nothing
Democrats’ to call attention to
their partisan impeachment.”

But that will not help Trump’s
case on Capitol Hill. Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and the chairmen
leading the inquiry have consis-
tently warned the White House

that noncompliance with theirre-
quests will be viewed as obstruc-
tion of Congress, a potentially im-
peachable offense.

In addition to the new sub-
poena and request, a significant
subpoena deadline for the State
Department to hand over simi-
lar material in its possession was
also scheduled to arrive by the
end of the day. The State
Department missed the dead-
line, a House official said late
Friday, but department officials
were in contact with the com-
mittees and lawmakers were
still hopeful they would cooper-
ate soon. NYT

Hong Kong goes quiet as trains,
shops shut after violent night

Masked anti-government protesters at a rally in Hong Kong on Saturday. Reuters

Govt says Friday violence justified use of emergency law

FELIXTAM &
GREG TORODE
HONG KONG,OCTOBER 5

HONG KONG fell eerily silent on
Saturday, with the subway and
most shopping malls closed in
an unprecedented shutdown of
one of the world’s biggest com-
mercial centres after the govern-
ment invoked emergency meas-
ures to curb months of unrest.
Hundreds of anti-govern-
ment protesters defied a ban on
face masks and took to the
streets across the Chinese-ruled
city earlier in the day. But by
evening they had largely dis-
persed in preparation for bigger
marches planned for Sunday.
Rail operator MTR Corp sus-
pended all services, paralysing
transport in the Asian financial
hub, while malls and shops

The extreme

violence clearly
illustrated that Hong
Kong’s public safety is
widely endangered.”

—CARRIE LAM
HONG KONG CHIEF EXECUTIVE

closed early after a night of chaos
in which police shot a teenage
boy and protesters torched busi-
nesses and metro stations.
Protests had erupted on
Friday across the former British
colony hours after its embattled
leader, Carrie Lam, invoked colo-
nial-era emergency powers for
the first time in more than 50
years to ban the use of face
masks demonstrators have been
using to hide their identities.
The night's “extreme vio-
lence” justified the use of the

emergency law, Beijing-backed
Lamsaid ina TV address Saturday.

“The extreme violence clearly
illustrated that Hong Kong’s pub-
lic safety is widely endangered.
That's the concrete reason that
we had to invoke emergency law
yesterday to introduce the anti-
mask law,” she said.

Undeterred by the ban and
transport shutdown, several hun-
dred pro-democracy protesters —
many wearing masks — marched
through the normally bustling
shopping district of Causeway
Bay on Saturday, but there was no
repeat of Friday’s violence.

Other groups gathered in
Sheung Shui close to the border
with mainland China and in the
busy shopping and tourist dis-
trict of Tsim Sha Tsui. “We felt we
had to get out and show our ba-
sic right to wear a mask,” said
Sue, a protester. REUTERS

BRITISH ROYAL SUES TwO TABLOIDS OVER ALLEGED PHONE-HACKING

Prince Harry goes to battle with tabloids, rupturing old relationship

BENJAMIN MUELLER
LONDON, OCTOBER 5

PRINCE HARRY has started legal
proceedings against the owners
of two British tabloids over ac-
cusations that they hacked his
phones, Buckingham Palace
confirmed Friday, opening a new
front in a remarkable crusade
against the British press.
Coming at the end of a 10-day
royal tour of southern Africa that
was lavishly covered by the British
news media, Harry’s broadsides
rankled some royal insiders and
stunned longtime palace ob-
servers. They amounted toanun-

usually public rupture in an old,
symbiotic relationship, one that
shatters alongtime royal mantra:
“Never complain, never explain.”

Thelegal claims address alle-
gations that the tabloids illegally
intercepted Harry’s voicemail
messages, perhaps as far back as
in the early 2000s, British news
reports suggested.

Those accusations could po-
tentially excavate a phone-hack-
ing scandal of that period that
touched avast number of victims,
eventually leading to the convic-
tion of a tabloid editor, the shut-
down of apopular newspaperand
sweeping changes to the rules gov-
erning news coverage in Britain.

Harry’s wife Meghan had sued a tabloid days earlier. AP

Harry’s claims were brought
last week against the owners of
The Sun and The Daily Mirror, ac-
cording to court filings. Reach PLC,

which owns The Mirror, declined
to comment Friday night. A mes-
sage left for Rupert Murdoch'’s
News Group Newspapers, which

NIGERIA
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‘AFRICA’S OLDEST” TORTOISE DIES

A tortoise whose royal owners claimed was 344 years old years old has died in the palace of
the traditional ruler of Ogbomosho, southwest Nigeria, a spokesman said Saturday.
Although animal experts doubt the tortoise could have attained such an advanced age, its
royal owners say Alagba, meaning Elder, had lived in the palace for centuries.

“2nd intel official weighs

complaint over Trump
dealings with Ukraine’

MICHAEL S SCHMIDT
& ADAM GOLDMAN
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 5

ASECOND US intelligence official
who was alarmed by President
Donald Trump’s dealings with
Ukraine is weighing whether to
file his own formal whistle-
blower complaint and testify to
Congress, according to two peo-
ple briefed on the matter.

The official has more directin-
formation about the events than
the first whistleblower, whose
complaint that Trump was trying
to get Ukraine to investigate his po-
litical rivals sparked an impeach-
ment inquiry. The second official
isamong those interviewed by the
intelligence community inspector
general to corroborate the allega-
tions of the original whistleblower,
one of the people said.

The inspector general,
Michael Atkinson, briefed law-
makers privately Friday about

AFGHAN PEACE TALKS

A new complaint, from
someone closer to the
events, would likely
add further credibility
to the account of the
first whistleblower

how he substantiated the
whistleblower’s account. It was
not clear whether he told law-
makers that the second official
is considering filing a complaint.

Anew complaint, particularly
from someone closer to the
events, would potentially add fur-
ther credibility to the account of
the first whistleblower, a CIA of-
ficer who was once detailed to the
National Security Council. He said
herelied on information from half
adozen US officials to compile his
allegations about Trump’s cam-
paign to solicit foreign electionin-
terference that could benefit him
politically. NYT

Trump set to block
immigrants unable
to pay for healthcare

MICHAEL D SHEAR
& MIRIAM JORDAN
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 5

THE TRUMP administration will
deny visas to immigrants who
cannot prove they will have
health insurance or the ability
to pay for medical costs once
they become permanent resi-
dents of the United States, the
White House announced Friday
in the latest move by President
Donald Trump to undermine le-
gal immigration.

Trumpissued a proclamation,
effective Nov 3, ordering consular
officers to bar immigrants seek-
ing to live in the US unless they
“will be covered by approved
health insurance” or can prove
that they have “the financial re-
sources to pay for reasonably
foreseeable medical costs.”

In the proclamation, Trump
justified the move by saying that
legal immigrants are far more
likely than US citizens to lack
health insurance, making them
a burden on hospitals and tax-
payers in the United States.

The surprise order is the lat-
est step in a long effort by
Stephen Miller, the President’s
top immigration adviser,
and others in the administra-
tion, to limit what they con-
sider the financial burdens of
allowing immigrants into the
United States.

Thousands of people annu-

Humanitarian,
legal & logistical
challenges ahead

THE BAN on giving visas to
immigrants who cannot
prove they'll get health insur-
ance within 30 days of enter-
ing the US does not apply to
those already in the US.
However, it is likely to affect
plans that US residents may
have to bring their parents,
spouses or other relatives
from outside the country un-
less they have insurance that
covers these family mem-
bers. The rule, whichis set to
come into force on Nov 3, is
almost certain to face legal
challenges. Implementing
the rule is also expected to be
alogistical challenge as thou-
sands of officials will have to
be taught in a short period of
time how to determine if an
immigrant has the capacity
to get health insurance.

ally would be denied green
cards if the executive order takes
effect, said Steve Yale-Loehr, an
immigration scholar at Cornell
Law School. NYT

Taliban meet US envoy for first time
since Trump declared peace deal dead

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL,OCTOBER 5

THE TALIBAN met US peace envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad in the Pakistan
capital for the first time since
President Donald Trump declared
aseemingly imminent peace deal
to end Afghanistan’s 18-year war
‘dead’ amonth ago, a Taliban offi-
cial said early Saturday.

He offered few details of
Friday’'s meeting between
Khalilzad and the Taliban delega-
tion led by Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar, a co-founder of the
movement that was ousted in
2001 by the US-led coalition. The
official spoke on condition of

US special envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad’s meeting with the
Taliban is not a resumption
of peace talks, officials said

anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak to the media.

US officials, however, have
been keen to say there is no re-

sumption of peace talks, at least
not now in Islamabad.

Still, the meeting is significant
as the United States seeks an exit
from Afghanistan’s 18-year war.

Khalilzad has been in
Islamabad for much of the week
meeting with senior government
officials in what the US State
Department described as follow-
up meetings he held in New York
during last month’s UN General
Assembly session. At the time he
met Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan, who hasbeen calling
for a resumption of peace talks.

The Taliban delegation led by
Mullah Baradar — one of its more
powerful members — arrived
separately in the Pakistani capital

Paralysed man walks again with
brain-controlled exoskeleton

KATEKELLAND
LONDON,OCTOBER 5

AMAN paralysed from the shoul-
ders down has been able to walk
using a pioneering four-limb ro-
botic system, or exoskeleton, that
iscommanded and controlled by
signals from his brain.

With a ceiling-mounted har-
ness for balance, the 28-year-old
tetraplegic patient used a system
of sensors implanted near his
brain to send messages to move
all four of his paralysed limbs af-
ter a two-year-long trial of the
whole-body exoskeleton.

The results, published in The
Lancet Neurology journal, bring
doctors a step closer to one day
being able to help paralysed pa-

owns The Sun and published the
News of the World, was notimme-
diately returned.

But the claims were only one
part of acombative campaign by
Harry and his wife, Meghan, the
Duchess of Sussex, to highlight
what Harry has described as the
“relentless propaganda” and
“continual misrepresentations”
of the tabloid press.

The newspapers,hewarnedin
anemotional 10-paragraph state-
ment earlier this week, threatened
torepeat the suffering inflicted by
the tabloids’ treatment of his
mother, Diana, Princess of Wales.

She was hounded by the pa-
parazzi for years, especially to-

A patient with tetraplegia
walks using an exoskeleton
in Grenoble, France. Reuters

tients drive computers using

brain signals alone, according to

researchers who led the work.
But for now, the exoskeleton

ward the end of her marriage,
and she died in 1997 in a car
crash in Paris, as her driver tried
to elude photographers.

“I've seen what happens
when someone I love is com-
moditised to the point that they
are no longer treated or seenas a
real person,” Harry wrote this
week. “Ilost my mother and now
[watch my wife falling victim to
the same powerful forces.”

Meghan, known as Meghan
Markle when she worked as an
actress, has faced an abundance
of unflattering coverage, and
Harry and others have accused
the news media of drawing on
racist attitudes about the relation-

is purely an experimental proto-
type and is “far from clinical ap-
plication”, they added.

“(This) is the first semi-inva-
sive wireless brain-computer sys-
temdesigned... to activate all four
limbs,” said Alim-Louis Benabid,
a neurosurgeon and professor at
the University of Grenoble, France,
who co-led the trial. He said pre-
vious brain-computer technolo-
gies have used invasive sensors
implanted in the brain, where
they can be more dangerous and
often stop working,

In this trial, two recording de-
vices were implanted, one either
side of the patient’s head between
the brain and the skin, spanning
the sensorimotor cortex region of
the brain that controls sensation
and motor function. REUTERS

ship. The couple has also report-
edly stewed over more straight-
forward criticism, like that for the
2.4 million pound, or $3 million,
price tag for taxpayer-funded ren-
ovations to their house.

Several days after Harry
filed his phone-hacking claims
last week, Meghan also issued
legal proceedings against a
tabloid, The Mail on Sunday.
She argued that the paper had
breached her privacy and in-
fringed on copyright by pub-
lishing a private letter.

English law dictates that the
author of a letter owns its con-
tent, giving the duchess a strong
case, legal experts said. NYT

for meetings with government
officials they said were being held
todiscuss a wide range of political
issues relating to the more than
1.5 million Afghans still living as
refugees in Pakistan.

Baradar was arrested in
Pakistan in 2010 in a joint
Pakistani-CIA operation after he
secretly opened peace talks with
the then-Afghan President Hamid
Karzai, attempting to sideline
Pakistan and against the US strat-
egy at the time, which did not sup-
port talks with the Taliban.

In 2018, Baradar was released
from jail to facilitate talks after
Khalilzad was appointed US peace
envoy as Washington sought to
end its longest war.

FIR registered
against Nepal’s
ex-Speaker over
rape allegations

SHIRISH BPRADHAN
KATHMANDU, OCTOBER 5

NEPAL POLICE on Saturday regis-
tered a case against the former
Parliament Speaker Krishna
Bahadur Mahara, who has been
accused of raping a member of
the parliamentary staff, accord-
ing to a media report.

Police lodged an FIR after re-
ceiving a formal complaint from
the woman, The Himalayan
Times reported.

Police said they have filed a
case of attempt to rape against
the former Speaker.

In avideo released by online
news portal Hamro Kura, the
woman said that she had known
Mahara for years and that he had
behaved indecently with her in
the past as well.

The woman said Mahara
visited her rented room on
September 23 while she was
alone.

She said she tried to stop
Mahara, who was in an inebri-
ated state, from entering her
home, but he did not listen.

She alleged that Mahara
forced himself on her, and
when she tried to stop him, he
abused her.

In the video, the woman dis-
played blue marks on her body,
saying they were a result of
Mahara striking her.

Mahararesigned from his post
of Speaker on October 1 after pres-
sure from the ruling Nepal
Communist Party over the allega-
tions. However, he continues to
hold his position as a member of
the House of Representative.

The police said it will carry
out further investigation. PTI
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JOY THOMAS WAS ARRESTED BY EOW ON FRIDAY FOLLOWING INTERROGATION

Ex-MD of PMC Bank remanded to
Mumbai Police custody for 2 weeks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 5

A MAGISTRATE court on
Saturday remanded Joy Thomas,
former managing director of
Punjab and Maharashtra
Cooperative (PMC) Bank to the
custody of Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Mumbai Police
for two weeks.

Thomas, who had been is-
sued summons by the investiga-
tive agency earlier, was arrested
on Friday evening following in-
terrogation.

The police told the court that
Thomas was one of those al-
legedly involved in the conspir-
acy thatled to the Rs4,355-crore
scam at the bank and they
needed his custody to interro-
gate him about other aspects of
the crime.

In the remand copy seeking
the custody of Thomas, the EOW
argued that the accused was a
key managerial person of PMC
Bank and played active role in
commission of offences.

BRIEFLY

EU tariffs: US
importers pile
up cheese stock

Washington: Importers in
the United States began or-
dering millions of dollars of
extra wheels of Parmigiano
Reggiano and other harder
cheeses after the US Trade
Representative’s office in
July added cheese to its list
of European Union products
potentially facing tariffs due
to the dispute over aircraft
subsidies. The Trump ad-
ministration Wednesday
slapped 25 per cent tariffson
cheese and other EU prod-
uctsranging from whisky to
woolens, inretaliation for EU
subsidies on large aircraft.
Bothsides say they are open
to negotiations, but trade ex-
perts see little chance of
averting the duties - at least
in the short run. REUTERS

Glenmark
Baddifacility
getsFDA letter

New Delhi: Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals Saturday
said it has received a warn-
ing letter from the United
States Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA) for
its Baddi facility in Himachal
Pradesh. The FDA had in-
spected the facility between
April 15 and 20 and earlier
classified the inspection as
an official action indicated,
Glenmark said in a filing to
the BSE. The warning letter
issuedis regarding the same
inspection, it added. “The
company is committed to
work along with the USFDA
to implement all the neces-
sary corrective actions re-
quired..” Glenmarksaid. PTI

Joy Thomas being produced
at Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Courtin Mumbai
on Saturday. Nirmal Harindran

Hence his custodial interro-
gation is necessary to find out
details of alleged disbursement
of loans to HDIL Group.

The EOW further argued that
PMC Bank had lent various credit
facilities to HDIL Group of com-
panies, most of which allegedly
were guided/committed by
Thomas.

Interrogation may
reveal details of
loans givento HDIL

ON FRIDAY, former MD of PMC Bank Joy Thomas had said
that the bank had extended loans amounting to Rs 2,500
crore — nearly 30 per cent of the lender’s total loan
portfolio — to HDIL over several years.

With the EOW of Mumbai Police getting the custody of
Thomas, aspects of the alleged Rs 4,335-crore scam that
are yet to be known to the public may be revealed soon.
The EOW has stated that Thomas’ interrogation is
necessary as he was a key managerial person and could
reveal details of the loans disbursed to the HDIL Group.

EOW argued funds availed by
HDIL from PMC have not been
utilised for designated purpose
of borrowings.

“Accused Mr Joy Thomas had
deliberately kept it undisclosed
for too long a duration of three
years which concludes to be a
deliberate act to benefit,” the
agency argued.

The police further submitted
that his custody was necessary
to find out the modus operandi
of the fraud with regards to false
records submitted to the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI).

Rakesh and  Sarang
Wadhawan, promoters of HDIL,
are currently in police custody.

On Monday, police had reg-

istered an FIR against Rakesh
Wadhawan, executive chairman
of HDIL; Sarang Wadhawan, vice
chairman and managing direc-
tor of HDIL; Joy Thomas, former
managing director of PMC
Bank; Waryam Singh, former
chairman of PMC Bank; and
unidentified employees of the
bank and HDIL.

On Saturday night, the EOW
arrested Singh in connection
with the alleged PMC Bank
scam, taking the total number of
persons arrested in the case so
far to four.

In the FIR, police said the ac-
tions of the accused allegedly led
to bank losses totalling Rs
4,355.46 crore.

Police had first registered an
offence on a complaint from the
Reserve Bank following the col-
lapse of PMC Bank.

The central regulator had
stepped in and placed restric-
tions on withdrawals after the
crisis at the bank came to light
last week owing mainly to mas-
sive non-performing assets
(NPA) that were under-reported.

‘Over 90% of promoter stake in Zee pledged’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 5

PUNIT GOENKA, CEO of Zee
Entertainment Enterprises (ZEEL),
said on Saturday that over 90 per
cent of the promoter holding in
the company has been pledged.
Goenka was addressing analysts
following a disclosure made by
VTBCapital on Friday “...inrespect
of creation of encumbrances over
the shares of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises, held by Essel Media
Ventures Limited.”

There is also a possibility that
the promoters of Zee
Entertainment may have to sell
their entire stake to repay debt.

Inabid tobringdown debt, the
promoter group is open to selling
a majority stake in the flagship
company. Goenka also said the

ZEEL CEO Punit Goenka on Saturday said the
management was doing everything to repay the
outstanding debt of Rs 7,000 crore

promoters’ stake in the company
stood at 22 per cent, and that the
management was doing every-
thing to repay the outstanding
debt of Rs 7,000 crore.

Goenka said, “Evenifleft with
single-digit holding, I will be will-
ing to work with the company if
due process allows it.” He did not
rule out the possibility of promot-
ers having to sell their entire stake
in Zee Entertainment if required
to pay lenders.

Shares of ZEEL have fallen by
nearly 50 per cent since January
this year,amid piling debt woes of
the Subhash Chandra-led Essel

Group. The current outstanding of
the Essel Groupis atRs 7,000 crore
(loan against shares) while the
value of the promoter group’s
stake is valued at Rs 5,000 crore.
When asked how the Essel Group
proposed to reduce the debt given
the challenging environment and
delay in the sale of non-media as-
sets, Goenka said, “We are looking
at all problems. Whatever stake
promoters are left with,lam com-
mitted to the company. If process
allows, I will continue to run the
company. We are looking to re-
solve this in three months.”
Goenka also expressed hope

that the lenders would continue
tosupportthe managementinthe
long-term interest of the firm.
While some lenders to Essel
Group in India may have agreed
to a standstill, it is not clear
whether VTB Capital has also
agreed to a similar arrangement
and norwas it clearif its covenants
had been breached too.
Commenting on the indirect
pledge that VIB Capital had onits
shares, Goenka said the pledging
was not a direct one. But with
Sebi’s new norms on such disclo-
sures, Goenka added that these
disclosures were made.
Interestingly, VTB Capital can in-
voke and sell shares in ZEEL like
some other lenders have done if
its covenants are breached, even
if maturity was ayearaway. He did
not confirm if the covenants had
been breached for VTB Capital. FE

‘Further policy easing expected in December’

Doors remain open in India for further policy easing in December and likelihood of more into 2020, possibility of
which was flagged recently, Singapore-based DBS Bank said on the Reserve Bank’s Friday rate cut

Factors that could ensure

effective rate transmission:

M Surplus liquidity
conditions

W Market-driven lending
rates

M Stable financial system to
allow all sectors to benefit
from lower borrowing costs

PSBs opt for repo rate: Most
public sector banks have
opted for RBI'sreporateasa
reference rate, plus a spread
fixed by each of themand a
mark-up for operational
costs

Fresh concerns likely on
the horizon:

M Fallout of rating
downgrades in stressed
sectors (real estate,

<

-I O 30 /0 Non-performing asset (NPA) ratio of

country’s banking sector in March 2019, as
against a peak of 11.2 per cent, after undergoinga
challenging period in last five years

construction and telecom,
among others)
M Manageable butrising

As Fed policymakers comb data,
few decisive signals on outlook

ANN SAPHIR &
LINDSAY DUNSMUIR
SAN FRANCISCO/
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 5

FEDERAL RESERVE policymak-
ers on Friday signaled they are
on high alert for signs that un-
certainty over trade policy and
slowing global growth are begin-
ning to hold back the broader
United States economy, but so far
they have flagged little in the
data that is pointing one way or
the other.

A report on Friday showed
jobs growth slowed down in
September and wage growth
stalled, even as unemployment
dropped to a 50-year low.

Surveys released earlier in
the week showed factory activity
is contracting and growth in the
services sector is stagnating,.

Each report sent traders

scrambling to bet on how the
Federal Reserve might react: on
Friday, they pared bets from only
days earlier that the Fed would
deliver two more rate cuts this
year, and they now expect it to
stop at just one.

But for their part US central
bankers, a few of whom opposed
the Fed’s two interest-rate cuts
so far this year and two of whom
wanted even bigger rate cuts,
generally stuck to their scripts,
some more literally than others.

“While not everyone fully
shares economic opportunities
and the economy faces some
risks, overall itis —asIlike to say
— in a good place,” Fed Chair
Jerome Powell said in brief re-
marks in Washington. “Our job
is to keep it there as long as pos-
sible.”

Powell and Fed Vice Chair
Richard Clarida have repeatedly
used “in a good place” to de-

scribe the economy, even as the
central bank delivered rate cuts
in both July and September de-
signed to keep growth on track.

As Fed policymakers sift
through the economic data
ahead of their next interest-rate
setting meeting on October 29-
30, they remain divided as they
assess the downside risks of the
trade dispute and of geopolitical
tensions to the economic out-
look.

September’s rate cut drew
three dissents out of 10 votes; at
least two non-voters have since
said they too disagreed with the
decision.

Policymakers are “wrestling
with” figuring out if the US econ-
omy is headed for a “soft land-
ing” or a “steep decline,” Atlanta
Fed President Raphael Bostic
said during a moderated discus-
sion at Tulane University in New
Orleans. REUTERS

exposure to non-bank
institutions
H Balance sheet troubles in

“The cut was as crucial
as the forward
guidance, both of
which reinforced the
MPC’s dovish stance,”

RADHIKA RAO,

SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT AND
ECONOMIST, DBS BANK

non-banks reflecting in credit
and equity markets

Slowdown in incremental
credit growth: With non-
banks preoccupied with
deleveraging and sorting out
their asset-liability
mismatch, incremental
credit growthis likely to slow

MARKET WATCH
FOREX RESERVES AT RECORD HIGH

Mumbai: The country’s foreign exchange reserves touched a record
high of $434.6 billion as on October 1. The reserves surged by
massive $5.022 billion to $433.594 billion for the week to
September 27. PTI
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INTERVIEW WITH LEAD, DRONES & TOMORROW'’S AIRSPACE, WEF

‘We should look at how to protect
society and what technology can
be used to protect ourselves’

ITIS the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to understand the tech-
nology before it is allowed to
proliferate, but once understood,
itis the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to move fastand let the
technology grow, HARRISON
WOLF, Lead—Drones &
Tomorrow’s Airspace, World
Economic Forum, told PRANAV
MUKUL in an interview.
Speaking about India’s drone
regulations, Wolf also said how
the first step in maintaining
safety, as far as drones are con-
cerned, should be distinguishing
between those following the
rules and those breaking them.
Edited excerpts:

India saw a bit of a caution as
far as the beyond visual line
of sight (BVLOS) drone
operations were concerned.
Do you think that
apprehension is justified and
when when do you think
could be the right time for a
country to accept BVLOS
operations?

Let me say at first, that I've
been inspired by whatI've heard
speaking with the Minister of
Civil Aviation as well as repre-
sentatives from the DGCA, who
are all very focused on opening
the skies for beyond visual line
of sight operations and more au-
tonomous operations in a way
that I believe will move beyond
what many countries are doing
internationally. In their discus-
sions around the civil aviation
regulation 2.0, they’ve recog-
nised the need to allow for more
advanced operations.

They recognised that you
have to be able to accomplish
BVLOS in order to realise the
benefit of operations like med-
ical delivery of blood or vaccines
or organs, and for more support
of the community you need to
be able to operationalise that.
Getting back to your first point
as to whether governments are
right to go very slowly at first: I
think that governments need to
protect their people first. They
have to understand the technol-
ogy before they can let it prolifer-
ate. They wouldn’t be doing their

MRPL
operations
back to
normalcy: MD

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MANGALURU,OCTOBER S

THE PROBLEMS faced by
Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL)
by way of ground soil erosion fol-
lowing heavy rains in August this
year have been resolved and all
operations were now smooth,
company managing director M
Venkatesh said on Saturday.

Addressing reporters here, he
said the MRPL refinery complex
had faced the soil erosion due to
the intense rainfall during the first
and second week of August, af-
fecting the foundation of one of
the pipe racks in phase 3.

Crude oil supplies to MRPL
were not affected due to recent at-
tack on Saudi oil facilities.

“...1think Indian
government is far
ahead of many
governments
because of their
requirement for
registration, and
the NPNT process”

HARRISON WOLF

jobs if they weren’t thinking
about the safety, security and
trust of the community. I think
as the technology matures, I be-
lieve the government now has
the responsibility to move fast.
What we heard is that the Indian
government has seen this as
well. And they’re really looking
at moving quickly, while still
maintaining safety and security
and a very proper balance.

But regulation is one thing
and it doesn’t guarantee that
the industry grows. So, what
are the challenges that the
government might need to
address to ensure the drone
industry in India grows?
[think that actually India has
begun to lead in this capacity
through their digital sky plat-
form by setting up early a digital
interface for the NPNT (no per-
mission, no take-off) policy. I
don’t believe that would work
anywhere else in the world
where this digital infrastructure
wasn’talso created concurrently.
That's been very inspiring to see.
When it comes to infrastruc-
ture, you have to ensure that you
have good connectivity that is
easily accessible to ensure that

you can maintain your flights
and your video. And so ensuring
that 4G or LTE connectivity ex-
ists, and then moving forward
five or 10 years from now, look-
ing at 5G technologies to ensure
you can establish fully au-
tonomous operations flown
froma hub at scale. So right now,
itreally is reliant on the wireless
infrastructure. And so where
wireless infrastructure is good,
flights are easier to monitor and
where it is less good, it will be
difficult.

There are also issues of
privacy and safety when it
comes to drones. To this
extent, what can be done?

That debate is ongoing right
now. I think when we develop
policy and governance frame-
work, we have to think not about
the malicious intent for regula-
tion. We should always look at
how to protect society and what
technology can be used to pro-
tect ourselves. But for the regula-
tory path, you have to establish
something that can maintain the
opportunity for security.

We look at things like
counter unmanned aircraft sys-
tem, or CUAS, but I think the
most effective is a base registra-
tion system or the need for re-
mote identification. Basically
what that is, is creating a digital
license plate for every drone.
And it allows us to recognise
every drone that is supposed to
be in the sky, or that has filed the
flight plan. The first step is dis-
cerning between somebody fol-
lowing the rules and somebody
not following the rules. And right
now, we don’t have that system
inplace. So, you have to have that
first element and the govern-
ment is working on that and I
think Indian government is far
ahead of many governments be-
cause of their requirement for
registration, and the NPNT
process.

The second step, beyond
identification, is the ability to
mitigate threats that are not al-
lowed to be there and those sys-
tems are in development right
now and being tested.

Deliberate on issues where
we must improve: President
tells company secretaries

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 5

PRESIDENT RAM Nath Kovind
on Saturday said company sec-
retaries must ensure that stake-
holders understand the differ-
ence between profit and
profiteering, while fostering re-
sponsible business and balance
economic objectives with larger
Socio-economic goals.
Addressing the  51st
Foundation Day of the Institute
of Company Secretaries of India
(ICSI), he said, “we have seen
how some business enterprises
have broken the trust of the peo-
ple. Companies have either fal-
tered or have come to a stand-
still. In the process, common
people have had to suffer.”
Kovind said company secre-

taries play the role of a gover-
nance professional and an inter-
nal business partner and they
must foster “responsible busi-
ness and balance economic ob-
jectives” with larger socio-eco-
nomic goals.

“And they must deliberate on
issues where we need to im-
prove, so that mistakes or limi-
tations of the past are adequately
addressed,” he said.

The President further said
that the concept of corporate
governance is complex, but the
principles on which it is based
are clear and well marked.
Transparency, accountability, in-
tegrity and fairness are its four
pillars.

He stressed that company
secretaries should responsibly
determine how these principles
are put into practice.

WITHDRAWING FROM LIBRA ASSOCIATION SO IT CAN Focus ON ITs EXISTING BUSINESSES

PayPal drops out of FB’s payments project Libra

KENSWEET
NEW YORK,OCTOBER 5

PAYPAL HAS pulled out of
Facebook’s digital currency proj-
ect, known as Libra, a blow to the
social media company that has
faced stronger-than-expected
scrutiny over its proposed cre-
ation of an alternative payments
system.

The digital payments com-
pany said Friday itis withdrawing
from the Libra Associationsoitcan
focus onits existing businesses.

“Facebook has been a long-
standing and valued strategic
partner to PayPal,and we will con-
tinue to partner with and support
Facebook in various capacities,”
PayPal said.

Facebook has presented Libra
as a currency that could be used
for digital payments, particularly

FIRST FIRM TO PUBLICLY END PARTNERSHIP

M PayPal Holdings Inc.,
which is based in San Jose,
California, is the first
company to publicly end its
partnership with Libra, but
other companies have been
reportedly having second
thoughts

B The Wall Street Journal
reported this week that
Mastercard and Visa, the

outside the USItwould be backed
by real currency, unlike other dig-
ital currencies like Bitcoin or
Etherium.

The Libra Association, based in
Switzerland, was supposed to give
the currency project a comfort-
able arm’s length distance from

world’s largest payment
providers, were considering
ending their relationships
with Libra, Facebook’s
upcoming digital currency

M Facebook has presented
Libra as a currency that
could be used for digital
payments, particularly
outside the US It would be
backed by real currency

Facebook, which wouldn’t own
Libra.

Despite Facebook's efforts, fi-
nancial regulators as well as
members of Congress have ques-
tioned the company’s motives for
creating a new digital currency,
particularly in light of criticisms

that Facebook’s business modelis
too invasive of its users’ privacy.

Representative = Maxine
Waters, the chairwoman of the
House Financial Services

Committee, has demanded
Facebook founder  Mark
Zuckerberg testify in front of her
committee before Libra is rolled
out. Along with privacy concerns,
Wiaters'’ has cited the potential for
Libra to be used in money laun-
dering and other financial crimes.

Republicans and Democrats
and even President Donald Trump
have called for in various degrees
for Facebook to be subject to US
banking laws _ an arduous, com-
plicated prospect _ if the social
media company does move for-
ward with the Libra project. Inre-
sponse, Facebook has reportedly
hired several prominent
Washington lobbyists to convince
politicians to give their approval

to Libra.

PayPal Holdings Inc., which is
based in San Jose, California, is the
first company to publicly end its
partnership with Libra, but other
companies have been reportedly
having second thoughts. The Wall
Street Journal reported this week
that Mastercard and Visa, the
world’s largest payment
providers, were considering end-
ing their Libra relationships.

The Libra Association said it
plans to continue to move forward
with the project without PayPal.

“Building (Libra) is a journey,
notadestination...each organiza-
tion that started this journey will
have to make its own assessment
of risks and rewards of being com-
mitted to seeing through the
change that Libra promises,” said
Dante Disparte, head of policy and
communications for the Libra
Association. AP
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BRIDGE

When you lead low from three or four smallin partner’s unsupported suit, play
the lowest remaining card the second time if you started with four and the

higher remaining card if you started with three (present count). QUICK CLUES
One way tokill a long side suit in dummy that has be set up with aruff, the only ACROSS . .
side suit entry being in the trump suit, is to force dummy to trump leaving one 1. Backtoit, for complete rethink
defender with more trump than dummy. (7,5)
Dir: South Vul: Both 10. Bestowed(7)
11. Couple(7)
NORTH (DUMMY) SOUTH 12. Tropical fibre (5)
13. Power of vision (8)
4108 463 15. Unqualified (10)
¥33 ®AKQ102 16. Eyeinflammation (4)
¢ AKJS2 4093 18. Labels (4)
(043 SAJ10 20. Sweetheart(10)
0 22. Bythe___:close tothe scene of
action,inaway ?(8)
SOUTH WEST NORTH  EAST 24, Cuban dance (5)
16 Pass 24 2% 26. Unflinchingly loyal? (7)
Pass Pass 4e Pass 27. Produce eggs(7)
DOWN

2. Nuclear power plant(7)
3. Without much difficulty or

OPENING LEAD: H4 efforts (4,4)
You win the opening lead with the queen, declarer playing the seven and 4. Focal point (4)
continue with the HA, declarer playing the jack and partner the six. Now 5. Ocean measurement (10)
what? 6. Minute particles(5)
THEWESTHAND: 4752 ® 654 4 876 #8762 7. Dryspell(7)
8. Farmer(13) .
THESOUTHHAND: ¢ AKJ94%J87 ¢ 104 K95 9. Tanned by the elements (7—6) 24. Fiendish fellow holds me back
Declarer is marked with the AKJ of spades and the CK for the opening bid, 14. Camaraderie (10) (5)
soyou need two club tricks, However, if declarer has a doubleton diamond 17. Aromantic quality "stud’s art” 26. Old-style Pacificisland group
he can setup the suit with aruff and using dummy’s third spade as the entry ' d finds Old Testament a hit.
to the established diamonds, However, you have a counter, Force dummy to anagram ?7(8) nclud (7) ’
trump so declarer cannot draw trump ending indummy, Lead a third heart. 19. EastIndianlanguage (7) conclude .
. 21. Fortification (7) 27. Atype of wrestling reversed,
By the way, declarer has another heart. If that jack were a true card, partner : . heldina ring is threatening (7)
would have started with the 8654 and should play the five the second time 23. Todowith sound (5) 2 i i
(presentcount). 25. Pear variety (4) 8. Sent 1:11 totalin EITI‘OI‘S,
Dl West Vil NS practically speaking
r: West Vul: N-
CRYPTIC CLUES (23.7)
ACROSS .
1. Startof play seen from first row DOWN: )
(75) 2. Turnup at some point to take a
NORTH (DUMMAY)  SOUTH (YOU) 10. Organised awildly enjoyable pike aFOTf‘eb“?dia“(? ]
aAT4 408 occasion that went out of 3. Lingerie fabricrepulsed an
1(3.4) enclosed crybaby (8)
¥63 ®AJT3 control (3, - 4. Notamakeshift defence
11. There’s no place for him (4,3) : i<ation (4
4093 473 12. Where there’s,learning of high org,anlsgtlon( )
&KQJ10 HA\873 quality ? (5) 5. He’sunlikely to be found abroad
13. Ajazzitem'’s sound may be hard (4-2-4) .
WEST NURTH E AST SOUTH ( 8) 6. Squandered asset which belong
. to the Orient (5)
15. Cal ft king b
Pass 1o Pass 14 1 O;i,?grilfls(slg) empermaking boy 7. Peeraccorded honour? It
Dbl 26 je Jo 16. Nothing for an hour when depends on the person (3-4)
Pass Pass Pass something starts (4) 8. The sudglenngss of rainfall (13)
18. Pays extra for bits of advice (4) 9. Very easﬂy sniffed out? (5,4.4)
20. Acamp-fire I ruined, at first 14. Rotten re}ll badly affected by so
Opening lead: HK sight (5,5) much rain (10) .
West continues with the H2 and you are on lead at trick three? What now? 22. Housing adult males in principle 17. gt:;rl:?; gé; cricketer, starting on
(8) '

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

are the key not to the past, but to the future. - Corrie ten Boom (8)

GMREE EMTYIS

IMNOR EMRUMM

woog U} ALLI0)) - "21nINj Y3 01 Inq Ised 31 01 10U AN] 23 18 SILIOWIIJ :1OMSUY
ATNINNIA ‘ATINALS “YONIN ‘ADYFIN-NOLLNTOS

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

03.10.2019
22.10.2019
44 of 2019-20 dated 01.10.2019

Date of Issue

Dead line of submission of Bids

Bid Identification No. e-NIT No. :
under endorsement No. PHEU/5841-69 dated 01.10.2019

The Employer [Executive Engineer, PHE Division, Udhampur] on behalf of Governor of Jammu &
Kashmir invites bids from bidders [Class-A & Special Class ] registered with the State Governments/
Central Government / MES / Railways for the construction of work as detailed in the table below.

SI. Items Details

No.

1. Name of Work Construction of Water Supply Scheme Thaplal under Languishing

Projects .

Scope of tender Construction of the following Civil works as per drawings
uploaded with the SBD including testing and commissioning
pf the work as per scope ;

i. Providing and laying of R/main, G/main and D/System of

Bid Identification No. (BIN)
Estimated Cost of Bid
Earnest Money (EMD)

5. Tender Fee

Bid Validity
Period of Completion

Availability of Bid Document
on e-Procurement Portal

9. Pre Bid meeting

10. Date and Time for
Submission of Bids online

11. Date and Time for Submission
of Hard copy of Bids.

12. Time and Date of Opening of
Bids

13. Place of Opening of Bids
14. Bid Inviting Officer (BIO)

WSS Thaplal

ii.  Construction of Inlet Tank at Sounfad

ii.  Construction of sedimentation tank at source Sounfad Nallah

iv.  Construction of 5000 GPH slow sand filtration plant at
Thaplal

v.  Construction of chain link fencing at Thaplal near GSR and
filtration plant site at Thaplal 2 Nos.

vi.  Construction of steel rope crossing at 07 nos different spots
(525 mtr length)

vii.  Construction of Anchor blocks 14 Nos. for steel rope crossing

ENIT NO :
Rs. 266.94 lacs

Rs. 533880.00 Earnest Money should be in the form of
CDR/FDR/BG pledge to Superintending Engineer Hydraulic
Circle Udhampur payable at Udhampur and valid for 06months
from the last date of submission of bid.

Rs. 5000/- (Non refundable)

Tender fee in shape of e-challan/Treasury Receipt to be deposit-
ed in MH: 0215-WSS (Revenue Head) or through RTGS in J&K
Bank Branch Udhampur bearing Bank Account No.
0028010200000047, IFSC code JAKAOUDMPUR in favour of
Executive Engineer PHE Division, Udhampur

60 days from the last date of submission of online Bid.
06 Months
From 03.10.2019 To 22.10.2019 upto 18.00 Hrs.

On 11.10.2019 at 12.30 P.M. in the Office of the Superintending
Engineer Hydraulic Circle, Udhampur

On or before Date 22.10.2019 upto 18.00 Hrs.

Hard copy shall have to be submitted by L1 within three days after
opening of Financial Bid.

Date 23.10.2019 Time 1100 Hrs.

Superintending Engineer Hydraulic Circle Udhampur.
Executive Engineer PHE Division Udhampur

1. The Bid documents consisting of instructions to Bidders (ITB), Bid Data Sheet (BDS),
Qualification Criteria and Documents to be furnished with the Bid, General & Special
Conditions of Contract, Contract Data, Drawings, Specifications, the schedule of quanti-
ties and set of terms and conditions of contract and other forms will be uploaded on the
website: www.jktenders.gov.in on or before [22.10.2019 upto 18.00Hrs.] The Bidders
can download the bid documents after the due date upto last date for submission of

online bid.
Position of T.S/ AAA : Accorded

Position of funds : Approved under Languishing Projects

Signed for and on behalf of the Governor of J&K State
Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIP/J-7202/19 PHE Division, Udhampur

SUDOKU 3991

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearineach of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
Ts=Veryeasy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

19.

21.

23.

25.

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2237

It hangs around, looking
decorative(7)

Fellow Frenchman gets job
delivering fertiliser (7)

Mother about to help make a
Londonvale (5)

Existing part of a verb or noun ?

(4)

QUICK CLUES Across: 1Limerick,5
Act for, 9 Viscount, 10 Gateau, 11
Bordeaux, 12 Dinesh, 14 Travelling, 18
Lieutenant, 22 Scream, 23 Neophyte,
24 Oceans, 25 Uprooted, 26 Fields, 27
Protocol. Down: 1Lavabo, 2 Mysore, 3
Rooted, 4 Concurring, 6 Clavicle, 7
Frenetic, 8 Roughage, 13 Even-temper,
15 Blastoff, 16 Retrieve, 17 Strained, 19
Sprout, 20 Mystic, 21 Feudal.
CRYPTICCLUES Across: 1 War-lords,
50Odious, 9 Nepotism, 10 Emoter, 11
Evermore, 12 Drawer, 14 Enoughsaid, 18
Heathcliff, 22 Troupe, 23 Free hand, 24
Euclid, 25 Goslings, 26 Sleigh, 27 Peter
Pan. Down: 1Winced, 2 Ripper,30n
time, 4 Disgruntle, 6 Demarche, 7
Outswear, 8 Surf-ride, 13 Buffer zone,
15 Shutters, 16 Barouche, 17 Chipping,
19 Mealie, 20 Catnap, 210dds on.

SOLUTION SUDOKU 3990

Ifit’s your

Birthday

Sunday October 6

There’s a sense of hope in the air. You
shouldn’t allow personal desires to
overshadow your professional or public
life - at least, no more than you want.

Monday October 7

You'll be busy over the next couple of
months, with a seemingly endless series of
routine chores and arrangements. You'll be
approaching a productive period

Tuesday October 8

You can take your pick. All the diverse parts
of your personality are playing different
tunes. Emotionally you're a little secretive
and sensitive but, elsewhere, you're totally
confident and on top of the world.

Wednesday October9

Life seems to be full of mystery. Your only
question is who, or what, is responsible for
making you feel that something strange and
inexplicable is about to happen, or is
responsible for a current dilemma?

Thursday October 10

As the days pass, passion will be replaced
by a laid-back feeling. You do take life too
seriously. You can now reap the rewards of
initiatives you started some time ago.

Friday October 11

You are into a period of harmonious
planetary aspects, so there’s no need to
complain. If anything goes wrong it's likely
to be aresult of your own lack of foresight!

Saturday October 12

Partners have to have their say - and there’s
noreal way you canstop them. It could be to
your advantageif partners are permitted to
express themselves asand when they wish.

CALENDAR 21

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The opposition to your
plans seems to have
passed, although you
may have had to bite
your tongue on more
than one occasion recently. You're
probably glad that there are
certain thoughts you kept to
yourself. From now on, the field is
yours once again. If you have your
wits about you, you will issue
important social invitations.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There’s always an
amusing side to life -
but don’tlaugh too
soon. While your stars

are highly auspicious when seen

from one perspective,

they’re less promising when viewed

from another. You may take

personal offers with a pinch of
salt, for someone is about to

make a promise that can never

be fulfilled.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Life is getting busier by
the day,and agood
thing too! Afterall, the
more active you are, the
happier you may be.
However free of commitments you
are at the beginning of the week, by
the end your responsibilities will be
mounting. Can you bear to say 'no’?
Your financial prospects will
improve but don’t take facts at
face value.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
As family and home
ties temporarily
weaken, you'll be free
toindulge the restless,
nomadic dimension of
your character, a side of your life
whichis all too often ignored.
Financially, you should be heading
for a profit, for which your own
good sense is largely responsible.
Luck only plays a small part, and
then because you have laid
careful plans.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The future is at last
becoming clearer and
itlooks certain that
those of you with the
most exciting lives will
be the ones planning drastic, and
quite possibly expensive, domestic
reforms. So, if you feel that you're
stuck in a rut, now is the time to
act. Only when financial matters
are settled will romantic matters
become clear.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
The long-term cycle
continues onits very
promising path. Short-
term monetary
ventures may now be
postponed or even cancelled,
perhaps because new information
is beginning to emerge from the
woodwork. Some of you will be
going away, but long journeys look
to be more likely for business than
pleasure. Expect professional
pressures to ease towards the end
of the week.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Aspecial time of year
is continuing and, by
the end of the week,
almost all of you will
have experienced
highly promising solar transits.
However, fate may take a back-seat
and it’s therefore up to you to think
fast and seize the opportunities
which float past, especially mid-
week. Your social and professional
stars look equally bright.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
After a period when
you've been happy to
keep yourselfto
yourself, you can stay
quiet no longer.
Challenging circumstances and
awkward customers will be
determined to test your mettle. And
after a brief interlude, you will revive
aromantic connection, this time on
amore friendly footing. You can rely
on others to cheer you up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
There’s no change in
the generally
ambitious disposition
of your stars, but stay-
at-home types may

miss out. You'll be entrusted with

secret information and may be
keeping a low profile. Professional

Sagittarians will discover a crock of

gold at the end of a very profitable

rainbow, but not for about another
three weeks.

CAPRICORN (Dec.23 - Jan. 20)
Worldly ambitions will
no longer seem to be
so important by the
end of the week.
Perhaps a friend or

relation who has been causing a

fuss will settle down and offer you

their support instead. It will be the
larger picture which grabs you,
together with the feeling that
friends you've ignored need a little
attention. Your timing will have to
be perfect.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- Feb.19)
In many ways your
stars are stunning, but
ifyou're passing
through a lazy phase
you'd better watch
out! Only those of you with one
hundred and one percent
determination and willpower will
win through. If you're lacking
experience, stay out of the
running. Oh, a generous gift should
help you get your way.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You have a great deal
going for you, not all of
itimmediately
apparent though. It'sin
the nature of the
planets, which are positioned in
firm and dedicated regions of your
chart, to keep their true purpose
hidden for a while. Only when you
are certain of your position is it safe
to make a special investment,
including by the way, ina
new relationship.

DIRECTORATE OF HORTICULTURE AND

FARM FORESTRY, CHHATTISGARH
HOD building, Indrawati Bhawan, IInd block, 4th Floor, Nava
Raipur, Atal Nagar

Ph.No. 0771-2433001 , Fax- 0771-2433002 , E-mail : dir.horti-cg@nic.in,

Web: https://agriportal.cg.nic.in/horticulture /HortiHi/

No ./Horti/Expo ./2019-20/ 4623

Naya Raipur,Atal Nagar, Dated -05/10/19

EOI invited for Design, Construction, PR& Sourcing of
Buyers for Chhattisgarh Pavilion at ""BIOFACH INDIA
2019" (BI1-2019) during 07-09 Novem ber 2019 at
Gr.Noida Expo Centre.

Department of Horticulture and Farm Forestry, Nava Raipur, Atal
Nagar, Chhattisgarh intends to participate in B1-2019 to be organized
at Greater Noida Expo Centre during 07-09 November, 2019 and
organize & set a Chhattisgarh Pavilion to promote Organic Agro
Products on a global platform. The 90 Sqm pavilion will include 30%
activity area and rest 70% area will cover for Agro Produce display
(stalls, etc.).

The details viz. technical and financial specification and terms &
conditions are available at our website, "https://agriportal.cg.n
ic.in/hO1ticulture/HortiHi/". Complete proposal with essential docu-
ments and EMO of Rs 1,00,000/- (in words rupees one lakh only) has
to be submitted in Technical bid in sealed

& signed " Cover-1"" while financial bid has to be submitted in sealed
& signed "Cover-II". Both Cover- 1 &Cover-II respectively should
be put up in a separate out cover superscribed "TECHNICAL AND
FINANCIAL BID FOR BI-2019" with complete details of the com-
pany of the tenderer on bottom left comer of the cover and addressed
to ""Directorate of Horticulture & Farm Forestry, HOD building,
2nd block, 4th floor, Indrawati bhawan, Nava Raipur, Atal
Nagar, dist-Raipur, Chhattisgarh".
® Last date of submission of EOI

® Opening of EOI

® Power Point Presentation

26:10:2019 , 03:00 pm

30:10:2019, 12:00 pm

30:10:2019, 12:30 pm
Sd-

73922 Director, Horticulture.
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22 SPORTSLINE

“Mitti ke bete hai. Mitti se jude rahenge, chahe

jawaan banke ya pehelwan (They’re sons of
the soil. They'll stay connected to the soil, be it
asasoldier or a wrestler.)

Sitting on a charpoy, Kartar Singh Dalal
talks in a low, but firm voice about Chhara’s
two biggest obsessions — military and mat
(orfor afew, even today, mitti). The second op-
tion, in fact, is the first choice for most. Dalal,
an octogenarian, says wrestling is the reason
why hundreds of village kids wake up every
morning,. “Army is abackup; either afteryour
career is done or if you don’t make it as a
wrestler.”

Driving through its narrow lanes, past the
identical-looking and slightly dilapidated
houses, there seems nothing extraordinary
about this modest farming village. It's only
when you reach the outskirts that the coun-
tryside reveals itself in all its glory: a small
pond surrounded by wheat and sorghum
fields on both sides of the road, stretching as
far as the eyes can see. And dotted at intervals
are wrestling akharas; four on a 2km stretch
from the bus depot to the police station.

It’s a site unique to this region that was
once a jungle. Two centuries ago, the story
goes, a powerful zamindar named Sahab
Singh hunted down and killed a man-eater.
The British rewarded him with 6,000 bigha
land and as his descendant, Dalal inherited a
portion. “Gradually, the forest made way for
farmlands,” Dalal, 80, says. Today, in middle
of these farms, on the land gifted by the British,
isanakharawhere hundreds of wrestlersare
cultivated every year.

It's tough to separate fact from fiction. But
Dalal argues with conviction. “You can ask
anyone... itis true. Ourvillage has historically
produced courageous men and women. First,
it was Sahab Singh'’s bravado. Then the free-
dom fighters. And now, the pehelwans.”

The last bit, at least, is undisputable. In
September, this nondescript village in eastern
Haryana pinned itself on the Olympics map.
Of the four wrestlers who qualified for the
Tokyo Games via the World Championships,
twobegan their journey in Chhara at the acad-
emy started by Dalal’s son Virender.

Bajrang Punia — the world number 2 in
65kg category and multiple Worlds medalist
— spent his formative years in Chhara. But he
isn’t spoken about as affectionately as the
other Punia, Deepak — the world number 1,
who has emerged as the latest sensation in
Indian wrestling, winning the junior World
Championship title in August and following
it up the next month with a silver in the sen-
ior worlds.

“Woh toh jawaan bhi hai aur pehelwan bhi
(He is both a soldier and a wrestler),” Dalal
says of Deepak, an Army Subedar. “Apni mitti
ka bana hai(He’s made of our soil).”

The lazy explanation for Haryana’s dom-
inance in wrestling is the passion they have
for the sport here. Wrestling is everywhere;
and the suffix ‘pehelwan’ signifies pride and
power. But if passion was the only driver,
Kerala and Bengal would've revolutionised
football in a similar manner or Punjab
would've ensured India remained a hockey
royalty.

Chhara serves as an ideal sample to un-

Where everyone wrestles

The land of Chharais credited to a mythical hunter, and its wrestling pedigree to fabled pehelwans. Fact remains that the output of grapplers is down to modern
academies and good old one-upmanship. MIHIR VASAVDA travels to the village whichs a feeder to Chhatrasal and responsible for shaping Deepak and Bajrang Punia.

derstand why Haryana is the heartbeat of
Indian wrestling. “A decade ago, wrestling
here was dead,” Subhash Punia, Deepak’s fa-
ther, says, referring to Olympic style wrestling,
Mitti dangals were still a popular fixture at vil-
lage fairs but the transition to mat did not take
place.

Virender, the coach, gotan Olympic-sized
matathis academy in 2004 but mat wrestling,
many villagers held, was a ‘sissy sport.” That
perception changed in 2008, when Sushil
Kumarwon the Beijing Olympics bronze and
everyone jumped on the bandwagon fuelled
by his success. “Everyone here thought, bahar
semedallaaya(he brought amedal fromover-
seas),” Subhash says, smoking beedi and sip-
ping chai.

Withinaweek of his medal, Virender says,
all akharas in Chhara and neighbouring
Mandothi village — another wrestling hub —
got mats. “We did not discontinue dangals.
You can’t give up your tradition just like that.
But there was an acceptance that we need to
adopt mat wrestling. And Sushil pehelwan s
single handedly responsible for changing the
mindset,” Virender says.

In a village that has population of a little
more than 15,000, there are five government
schools and as many akharas. Virender’s acad-
emy is said to be the biggest, with close to 150
trainees — most from Chhara and neighbour-
ing villages but some from as far as Jammu
and Maharashtra.

Virender hones young wrestlers,and once
they are ready, sends them to Delhi’s
Chhatrasal Stadium, Sushil’s alma mater.
Chhatrasal is to Indian wrestling what Surjit
Academy is to hockey and Bhiwani Boxing
Club once was to boxing. It’s the stepping
stone to national team.

“Sonipat, Rohtak and Jhajjar are the biggest
wrestling belts in the country. There are vil-
lages in these districts that produce steady
stream of wrestlers. Chhara is one of our
biggest catchment areas,” says Satpal Singh,
who runs the academy at Chhatrasal.

There have been so many wrestlers from
here who have dabbled at the national level
that they do not even bother to keep a count.
Roughly 40 have gone on to represent India
at various international tournaments across
age groups. Two will be Olympics bound next
year.

“Kaam chahejo karein, is gaav ka har aadmi
ek baar langot zaroor bandhta hai (No matter
whatjob they end up doing, every man of this
village wrestles once at least)”

Chhara’s sarpanch Jitender Singh repeats
the words that are oft-uttered here. Dalal in-
terjects to explain why, stirring the myth pot
again. “There used to be one Sujan pehelwan.
He could drink seven litres of milk in one go
and lift a 70kg man like this,” Dalal says, lift-
ing an imaginary barbell.

Another tale involves Sukhram pehelwan,
who ran in the fields with a man on each
shoulder. “People saw their strength and the
goodwill they earned because of it.
Consequently, they were lured to take up the
sport as well. Since then, the tradition has
continued,” Dalal says.

Subhash dismisses these theories.
According to him, the key reason why almost

Inscribed on the walls are names of World champion Khetik Tsabolov and Olympic champion Helen Maroulis. (above) In a village
that has a population of alittle more than 15,000, there are five government schools and as many akharas. Gajendra Yadav

every household here has a wrestler is
straightforward, and one that not many will
readily accept. “Ego,” the 49-year-old says.
“The thinking hereis, ‘it he candoit, why can’t
[?’ There’s this mentality to portray yourself
stronger than the other person. It’s a matter
of pride.”

That's one of the reasons why Deepak got
introduced to wrestling.

Punia Sr spentamajor part of the 30 years
tending to the family’s farming and dairy
business. Everyday till noon, he would take
care of the multiple crops they cultivated on
the 10 acre land. Post lunch, he would travel
almost 50km to deliver 300 litres of milk to
the residential areas in the outskirts of Delhi.
The round-the-clock working hours barely
gave Subhash time to pursue his passion:
wrestling. “Many kids from the village were
into the sport. I thought, ‘if they can, Deepak
cantoo’,” Subhash says.

Deepak was five when he joined
Virender’s akhara. For the next 10 years, he
lived ina 10 sq ft room at the academy. A pe-
riod when his coach spent every minute en-
suring he did not waver from the basic tenets
of brahmacharya; and his father making sure
he did not do anything utt pataang.

Bijender Singh has put both his sons,
Kartik (who trains in Chhara) and Yogesh
(graduated to Chhatrasal), into wrestling for
just one reason. “Izzat hi izzat.” If you were to
put up a shop and sell the sport around this
region, izzat hi izzat would've been an apt
name (for the uninitiated, the shop names
here are often too literal — a sweet shop will
simply be called mithai hi mithai, and so on).
But that would also have been an inaccurate
representation.

Bijender drives down his younger son,
Kartik, every day to Chhara from the neigh-
bouring Saampla village. And at least twice a
week, he makes travels to Delhi to meet his
elder son. Why? “Bhatak na jaaye (to make
sure they doesn’t go astray),” he replies.

Thatis the underlying fear of every parent
whose child is a wrestler. The fears aren’t un-

DEEPAK PUNIA (86KG)

Born and raised in Chhara, he joined
Virender Dalal's academy as a five-
year-old and stayed there for 10
years. Like Bajrang Punia, he went
on to join Chhatrasal. In August this
year, Deepak became the junior
world champion and followed it up
with asilver at senior worlds.

BAJRANG PUNIA (65KG)

Came to Virender's academy when
he was 9. Spent five years here,
before joining Delhi's Chhatrasal
academy and then going on to
become a multiple World
Championship medalist and Asian
Games champion.

M In September, two more wrestlers
from this academy went on to win
gold in U-23 nationals — Naveen
(70kg) and Sanjeet (86kg). Both have
been selected for U-23 Worlds in
Budapest later this month.

M Close to 40 wrestlers from
Chhara have represented India
across various age groups,
according to Satpal Singh, who
runs the Chhatrasal academy.
Numerous others have competed
at the national level.

founded. Considering that only a fraction of
akhara-going population actually go on to
make adecentliving fromit,and coupled with
the fact that there aren’'t many employment
opportunities, quite a few wrestlers do ‘go
astray.’

In Chhara, there have been numerous
cases where wrestlers have been often used
by mafiasinland grab activities, Subhash says.
“Five years ago, the sarpanch of the village,
who was also a wrestler, was shot dead be-
cause of a tussle over land,” he adds.

The situation here is slightly better off
than, say, Sonepat or neighbouring Mandothi,
once the sport’s hub, where police found a
patternin the crimes that were committedin
the region. “Those who wanted a particular
job done actively looked for wrestlers who
failed to make it big,” says an officer at the
Mandothi police station.

It has been reported that one of the men
whowere accused of shooting at Umar Khalid
outside Delhi’s Constitution Club two years
agowasawrestler fromMandothi. The officer
isn’t aware of the incident but it hardly sur-
prises him. “Hundreds aspire to be interna-
tional wrestlers but only a few make it. Apart
from farming, job opportunities are few soit’s
tempting to use their strength the wrong way
to make a quick buck,” he says.

You ask him what's the most common
crime in his village? “302 (murder),” he
replies. And the most accused? “Wrestlers,”
he says, without hesitating.

It's something that kept Deepak’s father
awake at nights. “I quit everything Iwas doing
and concentrated on giving him best quality
food and whatever else he needed,” Subhash
says. “It helped his wrestling, of course, but
thatwas also one way to ensure he did not go
off the rails. The technical bits were taken care
of by Virender coach and Mahabali Satpal.”

Virender’s coaching career was born out of
anathleticfailure. He spent his youth dream-
ing of an Olympic medal but faulty training
methods in his formative years meant he
never really developed body structure re-
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quired to thrive in international wrestling,

So, in his mid-20s, Virender took lessons
in ‘advanced coaching’ from independent
India’s first World Wrestling Championship
medalist (1961, bronze in 67kg), Udey Singh
andin 1995, started hisacademy. The placeis
builtlike a fort. Every roomis inter-linked, ex-
its are strategically planned and from his
roomina house adjacent to the wrestling hall,
Virender monitors every move via six CCTV
cameras.

“I'mnota control freak, butI need to keep
an eye on whatever’s happening here. The
first thing we do, and it is very important even
though it may sound strange, is to brainwash
children,” Virender, a physical education
teacher ata Delhi school, says. “Mat pe kushti
aur bhagwan ki bhakti (wrestling and pray-
ing), this should be the focus. That's what we
teach them. Why do you think I set up my
academy in ajungle? These are all fit men at
the prime of theiryouth. It’s easy for them to
get distracted.”

Virender wants every pehelwan to assert
complete celibacy and self-control. The phrase
they use at the akharais toalways keep a ‘tight
langot.Wrestler Pradeep, whois from Chhara
and represents Railways in domestic events,
admitsit’sarduous in the beginning. “Butonce
you get used to it, it is okay,” he says.
“Wrestling requires a lot of strength. If you
can’t control your mind, then you can’t control
about.”

Pictures of freedom fighters hang on the
walls of the giant, dingy wrestling hall. There’s
Lokmanya Tilak, there’s Bhagat Singh.
Opposite the hallisa cattle-shed where Dalal
takes care of the family’s eight desi cows.

Virender is peeved at the politicization of
cows. “Nooneis talking about its benefits,” he
says. “Cow’s milk gives you visfotak taaqat.
Explosive strength. That’s what makes a
wrestler. How do you think Deepak got so
good?” Certainly not only because of cow
milk? “Yes, but you can’t deny nutritious food
did not contribute!”

Back at Deepak’s house, Subhash and
Jitender, the sarpanch, are going over the
arrangements for the world number’s 1 wel-
come ceremony, planned for October 13.
Tractors, trucks and SUVs have been ‘arranged’
for the procession that'll last for half-a-day.
“We’ll pass through several villages. It'll in-
spire future generations,” Jitender says.

There’s no dearth of inspiration, actually.
Inthe farm-turned-akharas of Haryana, they
are already harnessing their Olympic ambi-
tions. The trainees at the only academy for
girlsin the village took up the sport because of
Sakshi Malik's medal in 2016.

But bronze they won't settle for. These
girls aren’t afraid of dreaming. Nor are they
afraid of talking about it. On the walls of the
academy, they have inscribed the names of
Olympic and World champions, a constant
reminder of what they’re set out to achieve.

“Helen. Khetik. Olympic,” it reads, refer-
ring to American Olympic champion Helen
Maroulis and Russia’s Khetik Tsabolov, a
world champion.

You wonder why Haryana is good at
wrestling? The writing, quite literally, is on
the wall.
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In Sharma’s shots, shades of Sachin

Rohit takes a leaf out of Tendulkar’s book, employs a variety of sweep shots en route to his second hundred in the opening Test against South Africa

SRIRAM VEERA
VISAKHAPATNAM, OCTOBER 5

OF LATE there has been a little bit of Sachin
Tendulkar about Rohit Sharma’s batting. Not
in the batting style but in the approach, even to
the extent of Rohit's shot selection. The slow
boil of a Test match allows one to watch and
savour that traita bit more. On Saturday, he be-
came the first Indian opener after Sunil
Gavaskarin 1978 to have scored two hundreds
in the same Test as he powered India to a po-
sition of strength.

With a target of 395 to defend on a fourth-
innings pitch, the Indian spinners went to work
infading daylight and Ravindra Jadeja trapped
last innings' centrurion Dean Elgar in front to
leave the visitors at 11/1 after nine overs at the
end of the fourth day's play.

Inthe last few years of Tendulkar’s Test ca-
reer, he had astaple diet of shots he would play,
especially against the spinners. The conven-
tional sweep used to throw the bowler off his
lengths. Rohit too employed it a lot in the sec-
ond innings. He swooped really low and like
Tendulkar, stretched to meet the ball well
ahead of him, sweeping it off the good-length
area. Some, like VVS Laxman, would use the
feetand some, like Rahul Dravid, would retreat
deeply off the back foot to create their own
lengths. Rohit chose the Tendulkar route of us-
ing sweeps to force the spinners to think about
theirlengths. Especially the South African left-
arm spinner, Keshav Maharaj.

Tendulkar’s another trick was the paddle-
shotagainst the offspinners, played with min-
imum of fuss to middle stump deliveries and
itwould successfully disarray the conventional
field set-ups. Rohit too kept plugging the pad-
dle shot to steal runs off Dane Peidt's bowling.

Near the end of his Test career, Tendulkar
made batting look almost risk-free with the
options he chose, especially in the subconti-
nent, and Rohit seems to be getting there. He
talked about it the other day, how he hasa clar-
ity about the shots he wants to play in Tests and
the evidence has been on offer over the two
knocks he has played in this match.

Herarely tried to work the ball across the
line against the newish ball, preferring to tap
the middle-stump deliveries to mid-on. He
was pretty tight and compact against the
seamers, careful in not letting his hands be-
tray him for the outside-off deliveries, but
we will have to wait for more seamer-
friendly conditions to see how good he has
become in that aspect.

More shades of Tendulkar were spotted in
his slog-sweeps to the spinners, the off-spinner
in particular. Probably because he was much
shorter, Tendulkar’s down-on-his-knee slog-
sweep seems far more compact than Rohit ver-
sion but the effect is the same: the ball invari-
ably sails over the midwicket boundary.

On day one, Mayank Agarwal shared a
chat he had with Rohit in the middle after re-
verse sweeping a ball for four. How Rohit was
talking about risk-free options to move the
score at a brisk pace, and it’s the sign of the
times that the reverse-sweep is one such op-
tion that opens up the field and upsets the
spinners. Risk-free is Rohit's theme these
days, like Tendulkar.

Down-the-track charge

Probably the only shot where he differs
from Tendulkar is the down-the-track
charge — a shot Rohit has started to deploy
a lot of late. Tendulkar went the other way,
using it alot in his earlier days and shelving
it for the security of the crease as he aged.
Rohit wasn’t that fluent with it in his earlier
days, often getting into problems, especially
against the turning ball. Like the moment he
was eventually dismissed by Maharaj, who
spun one further away to leave Rohit
stranded. But until then, he used the run-
down-the-pitch routine fairly frequently,
and especially after he was well-set. Until
then the sweeps did the trick for him (to up-
set lengths) and once he got his eye in, he
started the charge down the pitch.

The one area where he is likely to depart
from the near-the-end-of-career version of
Tendulkar is in the way he dominates once
on top. Tendulkar could go at a steady pace
throughout, never quite letting himself go,
but Rohit seems inclined to bat far more
freely and tries dominating, or as he says,
“taking the game forward”.

There were couple of lovely moments in
his partnership with Cheteshwar Pujara. The
first came in the post-lunch session when
Rohit thought there was a single on offer af-
ter the ball had squirted towards short point

Rohit Sharma plays a slog-sweep during his 127-run knock (149 balls, 7 sixes) against South Africa on Day Four of the first Test on Saturday. P11

Near the end of his Test career,
Tendulkar made batting look
almost risk-free with the
options he chose, especially in
the subcontinent. Rohit seems
to be getting there.

but when Pujara didn’t respond, he rushed
back to his crease and could be heard
through the stump mike: “Bhaag Be*****d!

Second came when he was in his 90s and
Vernon Philander had a delivery full and tail-
ing into his pads; Rohit went for the big
across-the-line heave and missed.
Immediately, Pujara walked across with a
smile and stressed the need to re-focus. Two
balls later, Pujara himself was trapped lbw
by a Philander legcutter and Rohit stood
mid-pitch head down for a while after the
DRS didn’t save Pujara, who had trudged half
way to the pavilion.

There was one other lighter moment,
this time offered by Virat Kohli, when the
replay confirmed that Senuran Muthusamy
had stepped on the long-on rope to reprieve
Rohit off Peidt. The television cameras were
focused on the players in the middle, but in
the pavilion, Kohli did a short little jig of joy.

And why not, India are in a good position
by the end of the fourth day, though South
Africa showed in the first innings that they
can resist valiantly. Some rain is also pre-
dicted on the final day and it can’t be said that
the pitch has disintegrated all that drastically.

Even though, they lost a big wicket a
skimmer that straightened on the leg-stump
line, South Africa would still remain hopeful
that they can get the job done. India would
hope that Jadeja could this time be the
wrecker-in-chief with his left-arm spin. All
inall, a good way to enter the last day of the
first Test: the game is still alive and kicking
and if South Africa shut India down, the se-
ries would look far more interesting. It also
makes one wonder whether the Pune pitch
will be scruffier and drier surface than this.

But first, in the here and now, the Vizag
Test awaits an Indian bowler or two to own it
and pushit towards a favourable denouement.

SCORECARD )
Indiavs South Africa

IstTest | Vizag| Toss: India

INDIA 502/7D
SA 431 1IN 131.2 OVS

(OVERNIGHT 385/8)
S Muthusamy not out 33(106b, 4x4)
KMaharaj c Agarwal b Ashwin 9(31b, 1x4)
K Rabada Ibw b Ashwin 15(17b,3x4)
M Extras:(b12,1b4,nb 5) 21

M FoW: 9-396 (Maharaj, 123.4 ov), 10-431
(Rabada, 131.2 ov)

B Bowling: | Sharma 16-2-54-1; Shami 18-4-
47-0; R Ashwin 46.2-11-145-7; R Jadeja 40-5-
124-2; H Vihari 9-1-38-0; R Sharma 2-1-7-0

IND 323/4DIN 67 OVS
M Agarwal c du Plessis b Maharaj 7
(31b, 1x4)

R Sharma st de Kock b Maharaj 127
(149, 10x4, 7x6)

CPujara Ibw b Philander 81
(148b, 13x4, 2x6)

R Jadeja b Rabada 40(32b, 3x6)
V Kohli not out 31(25b, 3x4, 1x6)
A Rahane not out 27 (17b,4x4, 1x6)
M Extras: (b 8,1b2) 10

B FoW: 1-21 (Mayank, 7.6 ov), 2-190 (Pujara,
50.6 ov),3-239(Sharma, 56.5 ov),4-286
(Jadeja, 62.5 0v)

B Bowling: V Philander 12-5-21-1; K Maharaj
22-0-129-2; KRabada 13-3-41-1; D Piedt 17-
3-102-0; S Muthusamy 3-0-20-0

SA 11/1IN 9 ovs (TGT: 395)
A Markram not out 3(18b)
D Elgarlbw b Jadeja 2(16b)
TB de Bruyn not out 5(20b, 1x4)

M Extras:(Ib1)1

M FoW: 1-4 (Dean Elgar, 3.3 ov)
M Bowling: R Ashwin 5-2-7-0; R Jadeja4-2-3-1

When Pujara improvised to outscore Rohit

SRIRAM VEERA
VISAKHAPATNAM, OCTOBER 5

ITWAS indeed a knock strewn with near-dis-
missals as Cheteshwar Pujara came close to
being out four times, three sharp catches and
one tough stumping miss, but it was a fasci-
nating knock nevertheless. Especially the
phase where he broke free from being stuck
on single-digits and almost caught up with
Rohit Sharma.

The fascination lay in the contrasting ap-
proaches between the two batsmen.

After a slow start, Pujara stagnated
against the spinners, not due to lack of effort,
though. It was just that his Plan A wasn’t
working. At that point, Rohit was using the
sweeps and paddle sweeps to effectively dis-
mantle the spinners and Pujara was trying
his usual stuff. He tried to punch off the back
foot or lean forward to nurdle but Keshav
Maharaj and Dane Peidt were in control then,
and didn’t give him pace or room to do it.
Pujaralargely played from the crease, tried to
wrist them away but no luck. He was on 8 for
awhile, on it for 20 balls, in which time Rohit
had reached 48.

It was then that Pujara stirred into Plan
B; not that it was drastically different, he had
tried to use his feet before but the intent was
vastly different. Also, for a while he was play-
ing from the crease as well.

Then, he changed his intent, though the
first attempt almost got him out. He went
down the track to off-spinner Piedt and tried
to whip it across the line but got an inside
edge. However, Quinton de Kock couldn’t ac-
count for the deflection, and that was that.

Pujara didn’t panic and change his ap-
proach though. He had tried batting from the
crease but that wasn’t working. During the
next six balls he faced, from Piedt and left-
arm spinner Maharaj, he collected three
fours with wristy flicks after stepping out.
Sensing he had arrived on a successful plan,
he began to deploy it with great relish.

He loves to use his feet to spinners and
many a time, he can use it even as a defensive

ploy, especially on turners. Here the ball was-
n’t spinning big and he was using it as an at-
tacking option. Time and again, he glided
down the track to whip them delectably
through the leg side.

Changing the ‘point of impact’

"I did not make a lot of changes, but once
[ knew the pace of the pitch I was finding it
easier to bat... It was difficult pitch to bat on.
[t was not easy to rotate the strike, it was not
easy to time the ball well and, especially
with my game and the kind of shots that I
play, I was finding it little difficult early on.
Once I found the right pace of the pitch —
because early on it was a two-paced pitch
— but once I knew that, I actually changed
my point of impact,” Pujara said. He ex-
plained what he meant by changing the
"point of impact".

"Early onIwas trying to hit too hard, try-
ing to play little late wasn’t helping me. Then
obviously I had to play a little bit upfront with

the bat. Because the pitch was quite slow
against the spinners so I had to generate
power. So I was playing in front with the bat,”
he elaboraed after the end of day's play.

In other words, rather than waiting and
trying to play them late, he started to meet
the ball in front the pads, with a more force-
ful intent and the shots started to come off.
Plan B worked as well as Rohit's sweeps and
paddles. The bowlers began to drag back the
length or switch the line to outside off and
Pujara began to cut and drive them. He
quickly jumped to 40s even as Rohit was in
his 50s. All of a sudden, because of Pujara’s
acceleration, India were clearly on the ascent
and any South African thoughts about
squeezing the runflow had been stubbed out.

Not that Faf du Plessis just sat there with-
out reacting. He brought on Rabada, who
now had a ball in a decent shape: one side
shiny. He started to harass Pujara with his
skill, getting the ball to dink in and out at will.
And late at that.

Soon, Pujara had fallen into an uncertain
state of mind. One full delivery had him grop-
ing forward, unsure of whether it was tail-
ing in or shaping away, and he edged it be-
tween de Kock and du Plessis at wide first
slip. The next ball came in and Pujara pushed
it out to backward point. The next one was
the away-leaver, this time from a good
length, and Pujara yet again pushed his
hands out uncertainly. Another edge that
plummeted through the same gap in the
field. Now they had two slip fielders but
Rabada was tiring and he was replaced after
two more overs with Philander.

Pujara looked more secure against
Philander but then came one delivery that
cut away, opening him up, and trapping the
back leg in front of the off stump. He hoped
DRS would save him but it didn’t and by then,
through contrasting approaches, Pujara and
Rohit Sharma had firmly pushed India to the
top, allowing them to go out on all-out at-
tack on the final day.

Cheteshwar Pujara plays a cover drive during hi s 81-run knock on Day 4 in Vizag on Saturday. AP

In final NBA exhibition game, fans raise decibel levels

Pacers beats Kings 130-106 in Mumbai
on Saturday. Express photo

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 5

DEWAYNE DEDMON found a chair for himself
on the edge of the basketball court ahead of
the second NBA pre-season exhibition game
between Sacramento Kings and Indiana Pacers
in Mumbai on Saturday. The seven-footer
Kings center sat down in chair and began his
ball handling warm-up drill. When a fan ap-
proached him for a selfie, he obliged, still sit-
ting, still bouncing the ball.

Soon the NSCl arena at Worli was buzzing
with fans. Unlike on Friday, when over 3000
schoolkids came dressed in 'Jr NBA'T-shirts for
the first game and gave the stands a monoto-
nous look, on Saturday, proper basketball afi-
cionados showed up, having shelled outa con-
siderable fortune for the tickets. And they wore
replica jerseys - LeBron James, Michael Jordan,
Kobe Bryant, Russell Westbrook, James
Harden, Chris Bosh, Stephen Curry, et al.

And you could tell in the way they would
cheer during play that this was a knowledge-
able crowd -- there was silence during drib-
bles, a few ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’ for a regulation

layup, some louder cheer when there was a
slam dunk, and a thundering applause to com-
mend a mesmerizing move.

Also in the stands were numerous
Bollywood A-listers. Actor Priyanka Chopra
Jonaswas there along with her cousin Parineeti
Chopra. So was actor-director Farhan Akhtar.
Indo-Canadian comedian Russell Peters was
in attendance too, as was tennis ace Leander
Paes. But none -- including those on the Kings
and Pacers’ rosters - commanded as much
cheer and respect as Larry Bird.

Chants of ‘Larry, Larry...’ rang out in the sta-
dium when the American basketball great was
shown on the big screen. So much so that the
62-year-old,awinner of three NBA titles, three
MVP awards,and two Finals MVP awards, who
is otherwise known for his stoic demeanour
and deadpan expressions, rose and waved at
the crowd. “It was definitely louder last night
than today with all the adults (in the stands),”
Pacers’ coach Nate McMiillan observed.

On the court, the Pacers registered their
second win on the trot against the Kings this
pre-season, winning 130-106. Both teams
though will return home to the United States
with a greater knowledge of where their re-

Chants of ‘Larry, Larry...’ rang
out in the stadium when the
American basketball great was
shown on the big screen. The 62-
year-old, a winner of three NBA
titles who is otherwise known
for his stoic demeanour
expressions, rose and waved at
the crowd.

spective new squads stand ahead of the 2019-
20season. The regular season starts in just over
afortnight.

Come Sunday, the Kings and Pacers will be
back in the United States, and all signs of the
two-matches at the NSCI Stadium will be gone
too: the stands, withits the specially designed
basketball court and the posters. All that will
remain is the memory that two teams from
the world’s most recognizable sportingleague
had come to this part of the world and enter-
tained for two nights.

Tendulkar, Gavaskar don’t apply
for players’ body membership

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 5

THREE FORMER India captains — Sunil
Gavaskar, Sachin Tendulkar and Dilip
Vengsarkar — were the notable exceptions
when it came to applying for membership
of the Indian Cricketers' Association (ICA).
Rahul Dravid, VVS Laxman, Virender
Sehwag and Anil Kumble have sought-
membership. Among others, Gautam
Gambbhir, a member of parliament, too has-
n'tapplied.

Former India cricketer Ashok Malhotrais
the sole candidate for the post of president
of the ICA. Former wicket-keeper batsman
Surendra Khannais all set be included in IPL
governing council as the ICA representative.
Khanna is the sole candidate for the post.

The ICA had called for nominations for
various posts. The objection against any can-
didate and withdrawal of any application can
be done by October 9.

Meanwhile, four applications have been
received in the men’s and women'’s cate-
gories for ICA representatives in the BCCI
Apex Council. Anshuman Gaekwad, Dodda
Ganesh, Kirti Azad and Rakesh Dhruve have
submitted their nomination whereas, in the
women’s category, Amrita Shinde, CTM
Suguna, Mana Dabhi, Shantha Ranagswamy
have thrown their hats in the ring.

Notice to state units

Four state associations of the BCCI —
Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Maharashtra and
Bengal — have been served notices by the
Committee of Administrators (COA) as their
respective constitutions were deemed non-
compliant as per the Lodha Committee rec-
ommendations. The COA has given time till
October 7 for these associations to reply to
the notice.

Meanwhile, Cricket Association of Bengal
was served a notice for nominating players
from its Apex Council to its players' repre-
sentative body.



24 SPORT

His highness Barshim

Home boy defends title in an exciting high jump competition which enthralled even the country’s Emir

ROBHARRIS
DOHA,OCTOBER 5

EVEN WHEN it all seemed to finally go right
for the Qataris and their hometown hero,
there was still a hitch. High jumper Mutaz
EssaBarshim — The Qatari Falcon' — had the
hopes of a nation and a screaming, standing-
room-only crowd in Khalifa Stadium behind
him Friday night. The fans gasped at every
jump and roared each time he cleared the
bar. After delivering a gold medal — to go
along with his 2017 world championship and
his silver from the Rio Olympics — Barshim
stood in silence on the podium, waiting to
hear his name and the Qatari anthem.

But the sound system broke down just
when it was needed most. There was a smat-
tering of confused applause as Barshim and
his fellow medalists departed without their
medals. They will be back for another try at
the medal ceremony Saturday. A perfect in-
centive for the crowds to return, especially if
free tickets are being handed out again.

“They came because they believed,”
Barshim said. “I am happy about that be-
cause tomorrow is better because Il am tired
and I need everyone there to sing the na-
tional anthem.”

The nation's emir — the spectator who
ultimately bankrolled this first track and field
world championships in the Middle East —
was there to savor Barshim's crowning mo-
ment. Since winning a disputed bid for the
2022 World Cup nine years ago, Qatar has
taken criticism for luring sports events to this
desert nation despite the difficulty of attract-
ing fans, the oppressive heat and the need to
build new stadiums with air-conditioning,.
Sports is a key part of the image-building
movement to bolster the tiny nation's repu-
tation as something more than a gas pro-
ducer and an importer of foreign labor.

Barshim's gold medal was one of the rare
celebrations of a home-grown athlete on the
world stage. Qatari 400-meter hurdles
bronze medalist Abderrahman Samba was
born in Saudi Arabia, and many other na-
tional athletes have moved to Qatar. But
Barshim was born here.

Every jump was cheered uproariously,
none more so than clearing 2.37 meters for a
world-leading height this year that sealed
gold. Russians Mikhail Akimenko and Ilya
Ivanyuk both failed all three attempts at that
height. “There was a lot of pressure, but I
need pressure to jump,” Barshim said, “to
push myself to the maximum. I am really
happy [ got to do it at home.”

Barshim quit after the Russians failed.
This was a night for defending a world title
not for chasing the world record of 2.45.
There were celebrations, particularly with
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

“I felt the love from the crowd, from the
emir himself to everyone,” Barshim said. “He
was really happy and proud.”

After a week of global headlines about
poor attendances, fans filling the seats should
be a tonic for the nation.

BRIEFLY

Saweety advances
in boxing Worlds

Former silver-medallist Saweety Boora
(75kg) advanced to the pre-quarters
with a facile win but Neeraj Phogat
(57kg) bowed out after a contentious
loss on a mixed day for India at the
World Women's Boxing Championship
here on Saturday. Boora, defeated
Mongolia's Myagmarjargal Munkhbat
5-0in the opening round to set up a
clash with second-seeded
Welshwoman Lauren Price. However,
Phogat gaveitherallin the clash against
China's Qiao Jierubut didn't find favour
with the judges who ruled against her
ina 2-3 split decision.

Niki, Bavisetti win
national titles

Niki Poonacha and Sowjanya Bavisetti
lived up to their top billing as the duo
were crowned champions in the
men's and women's singles events re-
spectively in the Fenesta Open
National Tennis Championship. Niki,
who trains at the Rohan Bopanna
Tennis Academy in Bengaluru, played
smart tennis with great control to
beat Aryan Goveas 6-2, 7-6 in the
men's singles final.  The top seeded
Niki showed flair and finesse and
looked eager to capitalise on the big
chance which came his way.

Liverpool 8-ptsclear,
Tottenham falter

James Milner scored a stoppage-
time winner as Liverpool moved
eight points clear at the top of the
Premier League with a thrilling 2-1
victory over Leicester, while
Mauricio Pochettino's problems
mounted after Tottenham's 3-0 loss
at Brighton on Saturday. Liverpool
won for the 17th consecutive league
game thanks to Milner's dramatic
contribution to a thrilling clash at
Anfield.

High jumper Mutaz Essa Barshim celebrates after clearing 2.37 metres to win gold in the high jump final. Reuters

FINAL THREE HEIGHTS — MEN'S HIGH JUMP FINAL

MUTAZ ESSA BARSHIM
QATAR

2.37mo
2.35mo
2.33mxxo

MIKHAIL AKIMENKO ITYAIVANYUK
ANA* ANA*

2.37m xxx 2.37m xxx
2.35mo 2.35mo
2.33mo 2.33mxxo

*Russians competing as authorised neutral athletes because of the doping scandal. (Legend — o: clear jump, x: failed jump)

Hurdler Dalilah Muhammad
shatters world record

“They are the champions tonight,”
Barshim said. “Not me.”

Spectators from Qatar's migrant worker
population told The Associated Press they
were given free tickets to fill the venue, which
still had one upper tier of seats covered. But
some struggled to get into their sections. The
tickets were for Category A areas and had the
price of 0 Qatari riyal on them.

Electrician Leonard Agbottah said he reg-
istered for free tickets two days ago and
picked them up at the stadium Friday.

The local organizing committee did not
respond to questions about tickets being
handed out for free, only saying “every effort
to accommodate both existing — and new —
athletics fans.”

Any fans here Saturday will be hoping to
hear the stadium announcements and an-
thems. “The in-stadium system that is re-
sponsible for the distribution of the audio
signal to the speakers failed and the backup
did not kick in as it should have,” the IAAF
told the AP. “They are calling in the techni-
cians to check it over before tomorrow.” AP

DALILAH MUHAMMAD had no idea
whether she had even won when she
crossed the finish line on Friday night at
Khalifa International Stadium. She had to
look at the scoreboard to learn the results,
she said, and it was only then that she real-
ized what she had accomplished.
Muhammad, 29, had not only won the
women’s 400-meter hurdles title at the
track and field world championships — she
had broken her own world record, too.

“It feels good to have it come together
when it matters most,” she said.

Muhammad held off Sydney
McLaughlin, her young American chal-
lenger, in the final meters to winin 52.16 sec-
onds, four hundredths of a second better
than the world record she had set in July at
the United States championships.

Rise of a Wallaby

After spending a year in frustration because of
injuries Petaia,19, made his mark at the World Cup

JORDAN PETAIA is 19 years and 205 days old.
And the teenaged Wallaby impressed the
rugby world when he became the youngest
Australian to score a try at the Rugby World
Cup with asmart finish in the 24th minute on
his debut against Uruguay in Oita. Australia
won 45-10 with a bonus point and Petaia
scored one and set up another with his trade-
mark low feint pass to start out sensationally
in his first Test.

Petaia (pronounced Petai-yah), whois the
youngest rugger at the World Cupin Japanalso
became the second youngest player to scorea
try, behind only Welsh star George Northwho
was 19 years 166 days at the 2011 World Cup.
The left wing played only the first40 minutes,
and got his first proper look at the ball only af-
ter the 20th minute. But Australia might well
be beginning to celebrate amagical career of a
prodigy who was every bit worth the hype.

Firstlook, second touch

With close to a quarter of the match gone,
Petaia, playing left wing, had barely got a
touch with the ball not traveling far wide. He
would dodge three Los Teros defenders par-
rying contact, and chomp up good metres
cutting in. Fullback Beale would pop a pass
from the midfield as the left wing would
pounce on the flicked right ball and in a seri-
ous slow-mo worthy Matrix like moving
swivel over Uruguayan No 11, rolling off his
curved back, land to score his first ever try in
his highly anticipated debut.

The tall lad from Queensland - born to
Aussie and Samoan parents - had looked anx-
ious initially as Australia led 7-3.

After hitting just one ruck, Petaia would
sparkle from only his second touch of the
match - when he would dive right next to
the uprights, after driving inside from the
flanks. Later he would set up Tevita Kuridrani
for his try.

Delayed but not to be denied

Petaia played on his Schools XV not long
back. But his fast-tracking to the Wallabies
squad - though always imminent owing to his
immense talent - faced a couple of false starts
before finding the rugby world at his feet. He
has beenripped already to become one of the

Petaia (pronounced Petai-yah) is the
youngest rugger at the Cup. Reuters

great Wallabies, but spent the last one year
frustrated with injuries. Last year his first Test
cap was taken away from him because of a
training injury ahead of an Italy game. Playing
for Reds in Brisbane, his Super Rugby season
wasruined by a Lisfrancfoot injury and he then
suffered another hamstring setback during the
Wallabies’ pre-World Cup camp in Noumea,
according to FOX.

Born & Raised in Summer Haze

Petaia owes his rugby union career to
teammate Will Genoa, whose blitzing cross
field run and try he saw as a 11-year-old in-
spired him to switch from 13-man rugby
league. In 2011, Petaia watched Genia in the
Super Rugby final Between Queensland and
the Crusaders. Attending with his cousins -all
Kiwi fans - he was wearing the NZ' Crusaders
jersey even when he watched Genia scoreand
win - something he called a surreal moment.
It made him play union, and transition from
schoolboy - at grade 12 of Brisbane Boys High
School, studying for exams and playing dom-
ineeringly for Australian Schoolboys in 2017 -
to Wallaby wing.

Blessed with an attacking instinct and raw
speed plus the 100 plus kg frame, Petaia spe-
cialises in the lightening and nuanced offloads
that are as much a treat as his first try was for
itsdancing sizzle.

He grew up watching and loving the
Wallabies. On Saturday, he started for them,
and the world watched. And kept looking as
he became the first person born in new mil-
lennium to wear Wallabies kit.

McLaughlin, 20, was runner-up in 52.23,
which was a personal best and the third-
fastest time ever.

“She’s amazing,” McLaughlin said of
Muhammad, who grew up in Queens. “She’s
been doing this a long time, and I'm just con-
stantly trying to learn from her.”

It has been an eventful couple of months
for Muhammad, the reigning Olympic
champion. A few weeks after her record run
in July, she was soundly defeated by
McLaughlin in Zurich. Muhammad returned
to California, where she lives and trains, and
acknowledged that she was struggling with
her mental approach ahead of the world
championships. The world record had been
on her mind for so long, she said, and she
was wondering what she could find to mo-
tivate herself moving forward. NYT
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Record-breaking Sable
books berth for Tokyo

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER S

FOR A MAJOR duration of the television cov-
erage of the men’s 3000m steeplechase final
at the Doha World Championships, India’s
Avinash Sable remained out of the frame and
it was hard to even catch a glimpse of him un-
til the race came to an end. He eventually fin-
ished a lowly 13th with 8:21.37s on the clock,
about 20 seconds behind gold medallist
Conseslus Kipruto.

On the global stage, the 25-year-old’s per-
formance has little significance but at a per-
sonal level it was a commendable feat as he
not only broke his national record for the sec-
ond time in a span of four days but also made
the cut for the Tokyo Olympics by breaching
the 8:22.00s qualifying mark.

His effort of 8:25.23s in the heats was also
animprovement on his own previous national
mark. The road to Games qualification wasn’t
one biteasy for the Sable. During the heats, the
Maharashtra runner was obstructed by other
runners and lost crucial seconds, but fortu-
nately for him, an appeal by the Athletics
Federation of India earned hima spotin the fi-
nal. “If there were no obstructions Iwould have
qualified for the Olympics in the heats itself
and in the finals I would have run with lesser
pressure. We have been planning for this race
since more than a year and my goal of making
it to the Olympics has been achieved,” Sable
told The Sunday Express.

Sable first entered the record books when
he rewrote Gopal Saini’s 37-year-old record at
the 2018 Open National Athletics
Championship in Bhubaneswar, clocking
8:29.80s.He improved his national mark again
at the Federation Cup held in March this year
with 8:28.94. In all, he has rewritten the na-
tional mark an astonishing four times and has
shaved off more than 8 seconds since
September last year.

Sable never aspired to be an athlete in the
first place. After serving in the “general duty” in
the Indian army for three years, including a
posting at Siachen, he decided to participate in
a cross country competition organised by his
employees. Although he finished fifth, his tech-
nique caught the eye of army coach Amrish
Kumar. To convince Sable to take up athletics
full-time wasn'’t that tough for Kumar.

“I saw this young boy run and was im-
pressed by his long strides and muscle group-
ing.I knew he had something special sol went
up and asked him if he had any desire to
achieve something significantin life. He said, ‘[
want to win a medal by knocking down a ter-
rorist at the border’. I told him there’s a way of
winning a medal without picking up the gun.
He was ready to commit from there on,” coach
Amrish told The Sunday Express.

Amrish had modified Sable’s training to en-
sure he performed at his optimal level in the
Doha heat. The army man was made to train
under the noon suninBengaluru to get used to
running in heat. Intense training was shifted
to Tuesdays and Fridays, the days at which the
heats and finals were held in Doha.

“We trained according to the competition
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Avinash Sable rewrote his national
mark twice in four days. AFl

He has rewritten the national
mark an astonishing 4 times and
has shaved off more than 8
seconds since 2018 September.

schedule. His body got used to the two-day a
week intense training and that's why he wasin
agood shape on both of the days. The heat also
didn’t get to him. [ am proud of what he’s
achieved now the focus would be todowellin
the Olympics,” said Amrish.

4x400m relay teams, Shivpal fail
to qualify for final

PTI ADDS: The Indian men'sand women's
4x400m relay teams produced disappointing
performances while javelin thrower Shivpal
Singh came a cropper as they crashed out of
the World Championships here on Saturday:.

The women's quartet of Jisna Mathew, M
R Poovamma, V K Vismaya and Venkatesan
Subha clocked 3 minutes 29.42 seconds to fin-
ishsixthin the heat number one and 11th over-
all in the first round heats to fail to qualify for
the finals. Later, the men's team of Amoj Jacob,
Muhammed Anas, K Suresh Jeevan and Noah
Nirmal Tom ran 3:03.09 to finish seventh in
heatnumber 2 and 13th overall out of 16 coun-
tries to crash out of the championships.

The top three in each of the two heats and
the next two fastest teams qualify for the finals.

The women's quartet, however, bettered
the earlier season's best of 3:31.93 clocked dur-
ing the IAAF World Relays in Yokohama, Japan,
in May. Earlier, Shivpal Singh also failed to
qualify for the finals of the men's javelin throw
event as he finished 24th overall in the quali-
ficationround. Shivpal produced a best throw
of 78.97m from his three attempts to finish
10th in the Group A qualification round.

SUNEETA REDDY
Managing director
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His highness Barshim

Home boy defends title in an exciting high jump competition which enthralled even the country’s Emir

ROBHARRIS
DOHA,OCTOBER 5

EVEN WHEN it all seemed to finally go right
for the Qataris and their hometown hero,
there was still a hitch. High jumper Mutaz
EssaBarshim — The Qatari Falcon' — had the
hopes of a nation and a screaming, standing-
room-only crowd in Khalifa Stadium behind
him Friday night. The fans gasped at every
jump and roared each time he cleared the
bar. After delivering a gold medal — to go
along with his 2017 world championship and
his silver from the Rio Olympics — Barshim
stood in silence on the podium, waiting to
hear his name and the Qatari anthem.

But the sound system broke down just
when it was needed most. There was a smat-
tering of confused applause as Barshim and
his fellow medalists departed without their
medals. They will be back for another try at
the medal ceremony Saturday. A perfect in-
centive for the crowds to return, especially if
free tickets are being handed out again.

“They came because they believed,”
Barshim said. “I am happy about that be-
cause tomorrow is better because Il am tired
and I need everyone there to sing the na-
tional anthem.”

The nation's emir — the spectator who
ultimately bankrolled this first track and field
world championships in the Middle East —
was there to savor Barshim's crowning mo-
ment. Since winning a disputed bid for the
2022 World Cup nine years ago, Qatar has
taken criticism for luring sports events to this
desert nation despite the difficulty of attract-
ing fans, the oppressive heat and the need to
build new stadiums with air-conditioning,.
Sports is a key part of the image-building
movement to bolster the tiny nation's repu-
tation as something more than a gas pro-
ducer and an importer of foreign labor.

Barshim's gold medal was one of the rare
celebrations of a home-grown athlete on the
world stage. Qatari 400-meter hurdles
bronze medalist Abderrahman Samba was
born in Saudi Arabia, and many other na-
tional athletes have moved to Qatar. But
Barshim was born here.

Every jump was cheered uproariously,
none more so than clearing 2.37 meters for a
world-leading height this year that sealed
gold. Russians Mikhail Akimenko and Ilya
Ivanyuk both failed all three attempts at that
height. “There was a lot of pressure, but I
need pressure to jump,” Barshim said, “to
push myself to the maximum. I am really
happy [ got to do it at home.”

Barshim quit after the Russians failed.
This was a night for defending a world title
not for chasing the world record of 2.45.
There were celebrations, particularly with
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

“I felt the love from the crowd, from the
emir himself to everyone,” Barshim said. “He
was really happy and proud.”

After a week of global headlines about
poor attendances, fans filling the seats should
be a tonic for the nation.

BRIEFLY

Saweety advances
in boxing Worlds

Former silver-medallist Saweety Boora
(75kg) advanced to the pre-quarters
with a facile win but Neeraj Phogat
(57kg) bowed out after a contentious
loss on a mixed day for India at the
World Women's Boxing Championship
here on Saturday. Boora, defeated
Mongolia's Myagmarjargal Munkhbat
5-0in the opening round to set up a
clash with second-seeded
Welshwoman Lauren Price. However,
Phogat gaveitherallin the clash against
China's Qiao Jierubut didn't find favour
with the judges who ruled against her
ina 2-3 split decision.

Niki, Bavisetti win
national titles

Niki Poonacha and Sowjanya Bavisetti
lived up to their top billing as the duo
were crowned champions in the
men's and women's singles events re-
spectively in the Fenesta Open
National Tennis Championship. Niki,
who trains at the Rohan Bopanna
Tennis Academy in Bengaluru, played
smart tennis with great control to
beat Aryan Goveas 6-2, 7-6 in the
men's singles final.  The top seeded
Niki showed flair and finesse and
looked eager to capitalise on the big
chance which came his way.

Liverpool 8-ptsclear,
Tottenham falter

James Milner scored a stoppage-
time winner as Liverpool moved
eight points clear at the top of the
Premier League with a thrilling 2-1
victory over Leicester, while
Mauricio Pochettino's problems
mounted after Tottenham's 3-0 loss
at Brighton on Saturday. Liverpool
won for the 17th consecutive league
game thanks to Milner's dramatic
contribution to a thrilling clash at
Anfield.

High jumper Mutaz Essa Barshim celebrates after clearing 2.37 metres to win gold in the high jump final. Reuters

FINAL THREE HEIGHTS — MEN'S HIGH JUMP FINAL

MUTAZ ESSA BARSHIM
QATAR
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MIKHAIL AKIMENKO ITYAIVANYUK
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*Russians competing as authorised neutral athletes because of the doping scandal. (Legend — o: clear jump, x: failed jump)

Hurdler Dalilah Muhammad
shatters world record

“They are the champions tonight,”
Barshim said. “Not me.”

Spectators from Qatar's migrant worker
population told The Associated Press they
were given free tickets to fill the venue, which
still had one upper tier of seats covered. But
some struggled to get into their sections. The
tickets were for Category A areas and had the
price of 0 Qatari riyal on them.

Electrician Leonard Agbottah said he reg-
istered for free tickets two days ago and
picked them up at the stadium Friday.

The local organizing committee did not
respond to questions about tickets being
handed out for free, only saying “every effort
to accommodate both existing — and new —
athletics fans.”

Any fans here Saturday will be hoping to
hear the stadium announcements and an-
thems. “The in-stadium system that is re-
sponsible for the distribution of the audio
signal to the speakers failed and the backup
did not kick in as it should have,” the IAAF
told the AP. “They are calling in the techni-
cians to check it over before tomorrow.” AP

DALILAH MUHAMMAD had no idea
whether she had even won when she
crossed the finish line on Friday night at
Khalifa International Stadium. She had to
look at the scoreboard to learn the results,
she said, and it was only then that she real-
ized what she had accomplished.
Muhammad, 29, had not only won the
women’s 400-meter hurdles title at the
track and field world championships — she
had broken her own world record, too.

“It feels good to have it come together
when it matters most,” she said.

Muhammad held off Sydney
McLaughlin, her young American chal-
lenger, in the final meters to winin 52.16 sec-
onds, four hundredths of a second better
than the world record she had set in July at
the United States championships.

Rise of a Wallaby

After spending a year in frustration because of
injuries Petaia,19, made his mark at the World Cup

JORDAN PETAIA is 19 years and 205 days old.
And the teenaged Wallaby impressed the
rugby world when he became the youngest
Australian to score a try at the Rugby World
Cup with asmart finish in the 24th minute on
his debut against Uruguay in Oita. Australia
won 45-10 with a bonus point and Petaia
scored one and set up another with his trade-
mark low feint pass to start out sensationally
in his first Test.

Petaia (pronounced Petai-yah), whois the
youngest rugger at the World Cupin Japanalso
became the second youngest player to scorea
try, behind only Welsh star George Northwho
was 19 years 166 days at the 2011 World Cup.
The left wing played only the first40 minutes,
and got his first proper look at the ball only af-
ter the 20th minute. But Australia might well
be beginning to celebrate amagical career of a
prodigy who was every bit worth the hype.

Firstlook, second touch

With close to a quarter of the match gone,
Petaia, playing left wing, had barely got a
touch with the ball not traveling far wide. He
would dodge three Los Teros defenders par-
rying contact, and chomp up good metres
cutting in. Fullback Beale would pop a pass
from the midfield as the left wing would
pounce on the flicked right ball and in a seri-
ous slow-mo worthy Matrix like moving
swivel over Uruguayan No 11, rolling off his
curved back, land to score his first ever try in
his highly anticipated debut.

The tall lad from Queensland - born to
Aussie and Samoan parents - had looked anx-
ious initially as Australia led 7-3.

After hitting just one ruck, Petaia would
sparkle from only his second touch of the
match - when he would dive right next to
the uprights, after driving inside from the
flanks. Later he would set up Tevita Kuridrani
for his try.

Delayed but not to be denied

Petaia played on his Schools XV not long
back. But his fast-tracking to the Wallabies
squad - though always imminent owing to his
immense talent - faced a couple of false starts
before finding the rugby world at his feet. He
has beenripped already to become one of the

Petaia (pronounced Petai-yah) is the
youngest rugger at the Cup. Reuters

great Wallabies, but spent the last one year
frustrated with injuries. Last year his first Test
cap was taken away from him because of a
training injury ahead of an Italy game. Playing
for Reds in Brisbane, his Super Rugby season
wasruined by a Lisfrancfoot injury and he then
suffered another hamstring setback during the
Wallabies’ pre-World Cup camp in Noumea,
according to FOX.

Born & Raised in Summer Haze

Petaia owes his rugby union career to
teammate Will Genoa, whose blitzing cross
field run and try he saw as a 11-year-old in-
spired him to switch from 13-man rugby
league. In 2011, Petaia watched Genia in the
Super Rugby final Between Queensland and
the Crusaders. Attending with his cousins -all
Kiwi fans - he was wearing the NZ' Crusaders
jersey even when he watched Genia scoreand
win - something he called a surreal moment.
It made him play union, and transition from
schoolboy - at grade 12 of Brisbane Boys High
School, studying for exams and playing dom-
ineeringly for Australian Schoolboys in 2017 -
to Wallaby wing.

Blessed with an attacking instinct and raw
speed plus the 100 plus kg frame, Petaia spe-
cialises in the lightening and nuanced offloads
that are as much a treat as his first try was for
itsdancing sizzle.

He grew up watching and loving the
Wallabies. On Saturday, he started for them,
and the world watched. And kept looking as
he became the first person born in new mil-
lennium to wear Wallabies kit.

McLaughlin, 20, was runner-up in 52.23,
which was a personal best and the third-
fastest time ever.

“She’s amazing,” McLaughlin said of
Muhammad, who grew up in Queens. “She’s
been doing this a long time, and I'm just con-
stantly trying to learn from her.”

It has been an eventful couple of months
for Muhammad, the reigning Olympic
champion. A few weeks after her record run
in July, she was soundly defeated by
McLaughlin in Zurich. Muhammad returned
to California, where she lives and trains, and
acknowledged that she was struggling with
her mental approach ahead of the world
championships. The world record had been
on her mind for so long, she said, and she
was wondering what she could find to mo-
tivate herself moving forward. NYT
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Record-breaking Sable
books berth for Tokyo

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER S

FOR A MAJOR duration of the television cov-
erage of the men’s 3000m steeplechase final
at the Doha World Championships, India’s
Avinash Sable remained out of the frame and
it was hard to even catch a glimpse of him un-
til the race came to an end. He eventually fin-
ished a lowly 13th with 8:21.37s on the clock,
about 20 seconds behind gold medallist
Conseslus Kipruto.

On the global stage, the 25-year-old’s per-
formance has little significance but at a per-
sonal level it was a commendable feat as he
not only broke his national record for the sec-
ond time in a span of four days but also made
the cut for the Tokyo Olympics by breaching
the 8:22.00s qualifying mark.

His effort of 8:25.23s in the heats was also
animprovement on his own previous national
mark. The road to Games qualification wasn’t
one biteasy for the Sable. During the heats, the
Maharashtra runner was obstructed by other
runners and lost crucial seconds, but fortu-
nately for him, an appeal by the Athletics
Federation of India earned hima spotin the fi-
nal. “If there were no obstructions Iwould have
qualified for the Olympics in the heats itself
and in the finals I would have run with lesser
pressure. We have been planning for this race
since more than a year and my goal of making
it to the Olympics has been achieved,” Sable
told The Sunday Express.

Sable first entered the record books when
he rewrote Gopal Saini’s 37-year-old record at
the 2018 Open National Athletics
Championship in Bhubaneswar, clocking
8:29.80s.He improved his national mark again
at the Federation Cup held in March this year
with 8:28.94. In all, he has rewritten the na-
tional mark an astonishing four times and has
shaved off more than 8 seconds since
September last year.

Sable never aspired to be an athlete in the
first place. After serving in the “general duty” in
the Indian army for three years, including a
posting at Siachen, he decided to participate in
a cross country competition organised by his
employees. Although he finished fifth, his tech-
nique caught the eye of army coach Amrish
Kumar. To convince Sable to take up athletics
full-time wasn'’t that tough for Kumar.

“I saw this young boy run and was im-
pressed by his long strides and muscle group-
ing.I knew he had something special sol went
up and asked him if he had any desire to
achieve something significantin life. He said, ‘[
want to win a medal by knocking down a ter-
rorist at the border’. I told him there’s a way of
winning a medal without picking up the gun.
He was ready to commit from there on,” coach
Amrish told The Sunday Express.

Amrish had modified Sable’s training to en-
sure he performed at his optimal level in the
Doha heat. The army man was made to train
under the noon suninBengaluru to get used to
running in heat. Intense training was shifted
to Tuesdays and Fridays, the days at which the
heats and finals were held in Doha.

“We trained according to the competition
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Avinash Sable rewrote his national
mark twice in four days. AFl

He has rewritten the national
mark an astonishing 4 times and
has shaved off more than 8
seconds since 2018 September.

schedule. His body got used to the two-day a
week intense training and that's why he wasin
agood shape on both of the days. The heat also
didn’t get to him. [ am proud of what he’s
achieved now the focus would be todowellin
the Olympics,” said Amrish.

4x400m relay teams, Shivpal fail
to qualify for final

PTI ADDS: The Indian men'sand women's
4x400m relay teams produced disappointing
performances while javelin thrower Shivpal
Singh came a cropper as they crashed out of
the World Championships here on Saturday:.

The women's quartet of Jisna Mathew, M
R Poovamma, V K Vismaya and Venkatesan
Subha clocked 3 minutes 29.42 seconds to fin-
ishsixthin the heat number one and 11th over-
all in the first round heats to fail to qualify for
the finals. Later, the men's team of Amoj Jacob,
Muhammed Anas, K Suresh Jeevan and Noah
Nirmal Tom ran 3:03.09 to finish seventh in
heatnumber 2 and 13th overall out of 16 coun-
tries to crash out of the championships.

The top three in each of the two heats and
the next two fastest teams qualify for the finals.

The women's quartet, however, bettered
the earlier season's best of 3:31.93 clocked dur-
ing the IAAF World Relays in Yokohama, Japan,
in May. Earlier, Shivpal Singh also failed to
qualify for the finals of the men's javelin throw
event as he finished 24th overall in the quali-
ficationround. Shivpal produced a best throw
of 78.97m from his three attempts to finish
10th in the Group A qualification round.
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