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AUS federal judge in New
York on Monday dismissed

President Donald Trump’s
efforts to block access to years
of his personal and corporate
tax returns, saying sitting pres-
idents are not immune from
criminal investigations.

In a 75-page ruling, Judge
Victor Marrero rejected
Trump’s argument, saying such
vast immunity would “operate
to frustrate the administration
of justice” by putting the pres-
ident’s personal and profes-
sional affairs off-limits.

“This court cannot endorse
such a categorical and limitless
assertion of presidential immu-
nity from judicial process,”

Marrero wrote.
Trump had filed suit

against Manhattan District
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr, who
had subpoenaed the account-
ing firm Mazars USA, seeking
access to the president’s tax
returns dating back to 2011.

Vance is investigating pay-
ments made by Michael Cohen,
Trump’s former personal attor-
ney, to Stormy Daniels, who
claimed to have had an affair
with Trump before he ran for
president.
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Hong Kong: Riot police fanned
out across Hong Kong on
Monday night as groups of
hard-line protesters took to
the streets in continued vio-
lence since the government
banned face masks at rallies,
pushing the semi-autonomous
Chinese territory into deeper
crisis.

The scenes in at least six
locations across the city have
almost become the norm, with
groups of black-clad youths set-
ting up road barriers to block
traffic, smashing traffic lights
and shops linked to China, and
breaking into and vandalizing
shuttered subway stations.

Riot police fired tear gas,
charged at crowds and took
position on streets. A number
of protesters were detained.
The night violence broke the
day’s relative calm, when hun-
dreds of people gathered in sev-
eral malls to sing protest songs
and chant slogans.

The mask ban, which took
effect Saturday under an emer-
gency law, has led to more
anger instead of deterring the
anti-government demonstra-
tions that have rocked the
international financial hub for
four months.

“Wearing a mask is not a
crime!” has become a new bat-
tle cry at daily rallies that have

degenerated into skirmishes
between police and hard-core
protesters.

Earlier Monday, an 18-
year-old student and a 38-
year-old woman became the
first to be prosecuted under the
mask ban, which is punishable
by up to a year in prison and a
fine.

Detained early Saturday
shortly after the ban took effect,
the two were also charged with
taking part in an unlawful
assembly, which carries a heav-
ier penalty of up to five years
in jail. They were both released
on bail pending trial.

“I am wearing a mask to
come here today ... This is a
form of silent protest,” said 16-
year-old student Bao Yeung,
who was among a large group
of supporters outside the court.

The protests were sparked
by a now-shelved bill that
would have allowed some
criminal suspects to be sent to
mainland China for trial but
have since morphed into a
larger anti-government move-
ment. Protesters are upset at
what they say is Beijing’s
increasing influence over the
former British colony, which
was promised a high level of
autonomy when it returned to
Chinese rule in 1997.

AP
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Rome: The Italian coastguard
said on Monday it had recov-
ered the bodies of 13 women,
some of them pregnant, after a
small boat carrying around 50
migrants capsized off
Lampedusa.

Around a dozen people,
reportedly including eight chil-
dren and other pregnant
women, are still missing after
the overloaded boat sank off
the coast of the southern Italian
island, the coastguard said.

The coastguard and a cus-
toms vessel on Monday saved
22 of the people who fell in the
water as the rescue ships
approached around six nauti-
cal miles (around 11 kilome-
tres) from Lampedusa.

They had rushed to the aid
of an “overloaded and already
listing boat” shortly after mid-
night on Monday, a statement
said. AFP
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President Donald Trump on
Monday justified his deci-

sion to withdraw US troops
from Turkey’s border with Syria,
saying the region would have to
“figure the situation out” and
that America needed to get out
of “ridiculous Endless Wars.”

The US withdrawal from
key positions along Syria’s
northern border, announced
late Sunday, marks a major pol-
icy shift and effectively aban-
dons the Kurds, who were
Washington’s main ally in the
years-old battle against the so-
called Islamic State group.

“Turkey, Europe, Syria,
Iran, Iraq, Russia and the Kurds
will now have to figure the sit-
uation out, and what they want
to do with the captured ISIS
fighters in their ‘neighbour-
hood,’” Trump tweeted.
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Edinburgh: Anti-Brexit cam-
paigners on Monday failed to
secure a court ruling forcing
Prime Minister Boris Johnson to
seek an extension if no deal is
reached about Britain’s departure
from the European Union. 
The case was brought to try to
compel Johnson to comply with
legislation requiring him to ask
Brussels for more time if no
agreement was reached before
the end-of-month Brexit dead-
line.

But judge Lord Pentland
told Scotland’s highest civil court,
the Court of Session in
Edinburgh, the government had
already made “unequivocal
assurances” it would abide by the
law. There was “no doubt”
Johnson and the government
accepted the need to comply and
they intended to do so, the
judge said in his ruling. AFP

Stockholm: US researchers
William Kaelin and Gregg
Semenza and Britain’s Peter
Ratcliffe on Monday shared
the Nobel Medicine Prize for
discoveries on how cells sense
and adapt to oxygen 
avai labi l ity,  the Nobel
Assembly said.

“They established the
basis for our understanding of
how oxygen levels affect cel-
lular metabolism and physio-
logical function,” the jury
said. Their research has
“paved the way for promising
new strategies to fight anemia,
cancer and many other dis-
eases.” AFP
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