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ANTONIO GUTERRES

UN Secretary General

UNITED NATIONS
UN may run out
of money by end
of the month,

says Guterres

United Nations: The United
Nationsis running a deficit
of $230 million, Secretary
General Antonio Guterres
has said, and may run out
of money by the end of
October. In a letter in-
tended for the 37,000 em-
ployees at the UN secre-
tariat, Guterres said on
Monday that unspecified
“additional  stop-gap
measures” would have to
be taken to ensure salaries
and entitlements are paid.
“Member States have paid
only 70 per cent of the to-
talamount needed for our
regular budget operations
in 2019... We run the risk
of depleting our backup
liquidity reserves by the
end of the month,” he
wrote in the letter.

AFGHANISTAN
Bomb goes off
in classroom,

wounds 19

Kabul: An Afghan official
said a bomb has gone off
inside a classroom in
eastern Ghazni province,
wounding at least 19 uni-
versity students. Arif
Noori, spokesman for the
provincial governor, said
12 of the wounded are fe-
male students of Ghazni
University, located on the
outskirts of the provincial
capital, the city of Ghazni.
Noori added that two of
the wounded are in criti-
cal condition. No one im-
mediately claimed
responsibility for
Tuesday’s attack.

THAILAND

More dead wild
elephants found

atwaterfall: toll 11

Bangkok: Wildlife officials
in Thailand say they have
discovered the carcasses
of five more wild ele-
phants downstream from
awaterfall where the bod-
ies of six other elephants
were found last weekend.
National Parks spokesman
Sompote Maneerat says
the carcasses were discov-
ered by adrone being used
toinvestigate how the first
six elephants plunged to
their deaths at the Haew
Narok waterfall in Khao
Yai National Parkin north-
eastern Thailand. Park of-
ficials say the first group of
elephants evidently died
when trying to reach a
dead calf.

MEANWHILE

Britain says Brexit deal essentially

impossible, EU slams blame game

German Chancellor made unacceptable demands in phone call with UK PM: Downing Street official

GUY FAULCONBRIDGE,
ELIZABETH PIPER &
MARINE STRAUSS

LONDON, BRUSSELS,0OCTOBER 8

THE EUROPEAN Union accused
Britain of playing a “stupid
blame game” over Brexit on
Tuesday after a Downing Street
source said a deal was essentially
impossible because German
Chancellor Angela Merkel had
made unacceptable demands.

With just 23 days before the
United Kingdom is due to leave
the bloc, the future of Brexit re-
mains deeply uncertain and
both London and Brussels are
positioning themselves to avoid
blame for a delay or a disorderly
no-deal Brexit.

In a sign that Johnson’s last-
ditch proposals to bridge the im-
passe have failed, a Downing
Street source said Merkel and
Johnson spoke on Tuesday morn-
ingand she made clear thatadeal
was “overwhelmingly unlikely”.

The Downing Street source
said that if Merkel’s position on
Northern Ireland remaining in
the EU’s customs union was the
bloc’s position, then a deal was
impossible.

“If thisrepresents a new estab-
lished position then it means a
deal is essentially impossible not

Merkel made clear to Johnson that a deal was ‘overwhelmingly
unlikely’,a Downing Street official said. Reuters

Boris Johnson,
what’s at stake is
not winning some stupid
blame game. At stake is
the future of Europe and
the UK as well as the
security and interests of
our people.”

—DONALD TUSK
EUROPEAN COUNCIL PRESIDENT

just now but ever,” the Downing
Street source said. A spokesman
for the German chancellor con-
firmed the call had taken place but
declined to comment further.

The EU was scathing.

“Boris Johnson, what's at stake
is not winning some stupid blame
game,” European Council
President Donald Tusk said on
Twitter. “At stake is the future of
Europe and the UK as well as the
security and interests of our peo-
ple. You don’t want a deal, you
don’t want an extension, you
don’t want torevoke, quo vadis?”

Turkey says ready for
Syria offensive, Kurds
signal Damascus talks

Trump invites Erdogan to White House

DARENBUTLER
ISTANBUL, OCTOBER 8

THE TURKISH military carried
out strikes targeting the Syrian-
Iragi border overnight to prevent
Kurdish forces using the route to
reinforce northeast Syria, as
Ankara prepares to launch an of-
fensive there, two Turkish offi-
cials told Reuters on Tuesday.

Turkey says it has finalised
preparations for a military push
into northeast Syria, after the
United States began pulling back
troops from the Turkey-Syria
frontier area in a move widely
criticised in Washington as a be-
trayal of America’s allies.

The US move will leave
Kurdish-led forces long allied to
Washington vulnerable to attack
by the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK),
which brands them terrorists be-
cause of their links to Kurdish mil-
itants who have waged a long in-
surgency in Turkey.

Giving details of the
overnight strike, a security offi-
cial said one of the main goals
was to cut off the transit route
between Iraq and Syria “before
the operation in Syria”.

“In this way, the group’s tran-
sit to Syria and support lines, in-
cluding ammunition, are shut
off,” the official said

US President Donald Trump
meanwhile denied the Kurds had
been abandoned by the US pull-
back, praising Turkey as a trade

Awoman holds a portrait of
a Kurdish fighter who was
killed while fighting IS
militants, during a protest in
Qamishli, Syria. AP

partner and NATOally ina soften-
ing of his tone hours after threat-
ening Ankara’seconomy ifitacted
“offlimits” in Syria. “So many peo-
ple conveniently forget that
Turkey is a big trading partner of
the United States... They have been
good to deal with,” he tweeted.

Trump has alsoinvited Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
the White House. A White House
spokesperson said Erdogan would
visit the US on November 13.

Signalling a further potential
shiftin the region’s power balance,
the Kurdish-led forces said they
might start talks with Damascus
and Russia tofill a security vacuum
inthe event of a full US withdrawal
from the Turkish border area.

US forces evacuated two ob-
servation posts at Tel Abyad and
Ras al Ain on Monday. REUTERS

Such abrupt remarks indicate
the Brexit blame game has be-
gun in earnest, and that now
both London and European cap-
itals are preparing for an acrimo-
nious and potentially chaotic
Brexit for which neither side
wants to be held responsible.

A disorderly Brexit could rip
apart the United Kingdom, hurt
global growth and shape the fu-
ture of the European Union
which was built on the World
War Two ruins of Europe.

Merkel said that for a deal,
Northern Ireland would have to

stay in the EU’s customs unionand
full alignment with the EU forever,
the Downing Street source said.

The leader of the small
Northern Irish party that sup-
ports Johnson’s government ac-
cused the EU and Ireland of try-
ing to trap the British territory in
a permanent customs union.

The opposition said Johnson
was trying to apportion blame
for the failure of the negotiating
process.

“This is yet another cynical
attempt by Number 10 to sabo-
tage the negotiations,” said Keir

Starmer, Brexit spokesman for
the Labour Party, adding that the
British Parliament needed to
unite to stop him.

“Boris Johnson will never
take responsibility for his own
failure to put forward a credible
deal. His strategy from day one
has been for a no-deal Brexit.”

A separate Downing Street
source told Reuters that unless
the European Union compro-
mises and does a Brexit deal
shortly, then the United Kingdom
will leave without a deal.

“If the EU doesn’t do a deal
shortly, then we leave without a
deal,” the source said. “We are
leaving the European Union.”

Johnson has consistently
said the United Kingdom will
leave the EU on Oct. 31 with or
without a deal, though a law
passed by parliament demands
he write a letter to the EU ask-
ing for a delay if he cannot strike
an exit deal by Oct. 19. He has
said he would abide by the law but
Britain would leave the EU by the
end of the month, without ex-
plaining that contradiction.

The Spectator magazine
quoted a source in Downing
Street as saying Britain would
take an aggressive stance towards
the EU if Brexit talks break down,
possibly even by withholding se-
curity cooperation. REUTERS
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) BANK OF CHINA

A worker cleans graffiti from a Bank of China branch that had been previously boarded up to
prevent damages during protests in Hong Kong. Reuters

Hong Kong leader says not ruling

out Benjing

CLARE JIM&NOAHSIN
HONG KONG,OCTOBER 8

HONG KONG'S embattled leader
Carrie Lam on Tuesday did not
rule out asking Beijing for help, as
the Asian financial hub struggles
to deal with months of often vio-
lent anti-government protests
that are damaging its economy.
Lam said Beijing wanted Hong
Kong to solve its own problems,
but under its mini-constitution,
known as the Basic Law, Hong
Kong could ask Beijing for help.
“If the situation becomes so
bad, then no options could be
ruled out, if we want Hong Kong

Carrie Lam said Beijing
wanted Hong Kong to solve
its own problems. Reuters

”

toatleast have another chance,
Lam said at weekly news confer-
ence after along weekend of vi-
olence crippled the city.

help as economy suffers

“Butat thismoment,[and my
team, we are still very committed
in making sure we can use our
own instruments ... to try and re-
store calm and order in Hong
Kong,” she said, adding there were
no plans to expand emergency
laws introduced on Friday.

“But I would appeal (to)
everyone in society to join hands
to achieve this objective.”

The protests, which show no
sign of abating, pose the biggest
popular challenge to Chinese
President Xi Jinping since he
came to power in 2012 and are
Hong Kong’s thorniest political
crisis since Britain returned it to
China in 1997. REUTERS
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WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RussiA HONOURS US ASTRONAUT

Russia has decorated NASA astronaut Nick Hague with one of its highest honours, the
Order of Courage, a Kremlin decree said on Tuesday. Hague, along with Russian cosmo-
naut Aleksey Ovchinin, had a dlose brush with death when their Soyuz rocket failed

minutes after blast-off from Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan in October last year.

Trump with Gordon Sondland, the US ambassador to the
European Union, in Brussels last year. Sondland has become
enmeshed in the burgeoning scandal into how the President
sought to push the Ukrainians to investigate political rivals. AP

Trump orders top
diplomat not to speak
to House investigators

MICHAEL S SCHMIDT
& NICHOLAS FANDOS
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 8

THE TRUMP administration di-
rected a top US diplomat involved
in its pressure campaign on
Ukraine not to appear Tuesday
morning for a scheduled deposi-
tion with House Democrats con-
ductinganimpeachment inquiry,
according to two people briefed
on the matter.

The decision to block Gordon
Sondland, the US ambassador to
the European Union, from speak-
ing with investigatorsis certain to
provoke an immediate conflict
with potentially profound conse-
quences for the White House and
President Donald Trump.

But in making the decision
Tuesday, hours before he was
scheduled tosit foradepositionin
the basement of the Capitol, the
Trump administration appears to
be making the calculation that it
is better off risking the House's ire
than letting Sondland show up
and set a precedent for coopera-
tion with an inquiry they have
strenuously arguedisillegitimate.

Sondland has become en-
meshed in the burgeoning
scandal into how the President
sought to push the Ukrainians
to investigate his political rivals.
Although Ukraine is not in the
union, Trump instructed
Sondland — a wealthy hotelier

EXPLAINED

i
Dems eye another
charge: obstruction

WITH AMBASSADOR Gordon
Sondland ordered not to ap-
pear before a scheduled depo-
sition with House investiga-
tors, Democrats are eyeing
multiple plans of action. They
are first likely to subpoena the
diplomat, but Sondland will
be forced to not comply with
it due to the State Department
order. He can then be held in
contempt of the House, but
Democrats are more likely to
use the instance as evidence
of obstruction of justice by the
Trump administration, which
they see as an impeachable of-
fence. Sondland’s lawyer has
made it clear that his client
was eager to testify, but was
“disappointed” he was
ordered not todo so.

and campaign contributor — to
take alead in relations between
the Trump administration and
the country. Democrats con-
sider him a key witness to what
transpired between the two
countries. NYT

Senate panel chairman says
to probe Giuliani allegations

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 8

THE REPUBLICAN chairman of
the US Senate Judiciary
Committee on Tuesday opened
the door to a Senate investiga-
tion into unproven allegations
regarding Ukraine raised by
President Donald Trump’s per-
sonal lawyer Rudy Giuliani, invit-
ing the attorney to testify.

“Itis time for the Senate toin-
quire about corruption and other
improprieties involving Ukraine,”
Senator Lindsey Grahamssaidina
series of tweets, mentioning
specifically the firing of Ukraine’s
former prosecutor Viktor Shokin.

Giuliani and his allegations are
central to the Democratic im-
peachment inquiry in the House
of Representatives, which fol-
lowed aJuly 25 phone callinwhich
President Donald Trump pressed
Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy to investigate 2020
Democratic presidential candidate

‘WE WELCOME THE CHINESE CENSORS INTO OUR HOMES AND INTO OUR HEARTS,” SHOW’S CREATORS SAY IN MOCK RESPONSE

South Park is pulled in China after eplsode mocking govt censors

DANIELVICTOR
HONG KONG,OCTOBER 8

SOUTH PARK, the long-running
Comedy Central cartoon whose
mockery has spared few touchy
topics, was erased from major
platforms in China after an
episode last week taunted
Chinese censors and the far-
reaching effect they often have
on American entertainment.
The government’s censors,
who routinely quash news and
commentary deemed undesir-
able by the ruling Communist
Party, wiped out video clips and
discussions of the show, which
premiered in 1997 and has lasted
23 seasons. Once known mostly

for the raunchy humour coming
from the mouths of its elemen-
tary-school-age main characters,
the show has in recent seasons
focused on political and cultural
satire, without abandoning its
boundary-pushing ways.

Last week’s episode, called
“Band in China”, appeared to
cross a new line for the Chinese
authorities. On Baidu Tieba, a
popular discussion platform,
searches for South Park on
Tuesday returned the following
message: “According to the rele-
vant law and regulation, this sec-
tion is temporarily not open.”

Searches for the show were
also fruitless on Youku, a video
hosting service, which similarly
cited “the relevant law and reg-

Epaper..nelss. com

ulation”. On Weibo, the coun-
try’s most popular social net-
work, posts mentioning the
show could not be found.

The censorship occurred as
the NBA was unintentionally
demonstrating how protecting
business interests in China can
chill speech back in the United
States. The basketball league has
scrambled to contain a backlash
in China since Daryl Morey, the
general manager of the Houston
Rockets, tweeted support last
week for the Hong Kong
protests, which are reviled by the
Chinese government.

Though the league has sup-
ported political expression by its
players, it was less supportive of
Morey, prompting accusations

South Park, which has lasted 23 seasons, has in recent years
focused on political and cultural satire.

that it valued its business in
China more than free speech.
Whereas the NBA has strug-

gled torespond to the geopolitical
fracas, the creators of South Park
appeared to relish the fight. The

show’s creators, Trey Parker and
Matt Stone, put out a fake apol-
ogy on Monday, poking fun at the
NBA while insulting Xi Jinping,
China’s President.

“Like the NBA, we welcome
the Chinese censors into our
homes and into our hearts,” the
tongue-in-cheek statement
read. “We too love money more
than freedom and democracy.
Xidoesn't look just like Winnie
the Pooh at all.”

That last part makes more
sense in the context of the
episode, which had two plotlines
related to China. Spoilers ahead.

In one, the character Randy
Marsh flies to China hoping to
expand his marijuana business
there, only to be arrested at the

airport. In a work camp, he
meets Winnie the Pooh, who,
the show explains, was banned
after Chinese social media
users pointed out his resem-
blance to Xi.

Meanwhile in Colorado, the
South Park children form a
band, and a manager wants to
make a biopic about them — but
insists that their life story be
told in a way that will be accept-
able to Chinese censors, so they
don’t lose access to the market.
He instructs the boys to cut ref-
erences to the Dalai Lama (seen
by the Chinese government as
a separatist), organ transplants
(China has been accused of har-
vesting prisoners’ organs) and
homosexuality (nothing is

Senator Lindsey Graham is a
Trump ally and heads the
Senate Judiciary Committee

Joe Biden and his son, Hunter.

Senate Democrats welcomed
the chance to question Giuliani un-
der oath about his role in pressing
Ukraine to investigate the Bidens.

The House Intelligence
Committee had subpoenaed
Giuliani to provide documents
on Sept 30. He and others have
made claims that when Joe
Biden was vice president, he
had a prosecutor fired to halt an
investigation into a Ukrainian
gas company that Hunter Biden
was involved in between 2014
and 2018.

wrong with that subject “unless
you want to make money in
China,” he says).

Eventually, the boys tire of
the ordeal. “I want to be proud of
who we are, guys, and anyone
who would betray their ideals
just to make money in China is-
n't worth a lick of spit,” says one
of them, Stan.

The NBA is hardly the first in-
ternational business to make con-
cessions to China’s political sensi-
tivities as it seeks access to its
lucrative market, or to forcefully
apologise after running afoul of
them. Movie studios, especially,
have worked to ensure that their
scripts aren’t at odds with state
censors, lest they lose billions in
potential business. NYT



