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Air quality likely to be
'severe plus’ today

NEW DELHI

The city's air quality
nosedived to 'severe'
category on Tuesday and may
further deteriorate to 'severe
plus' on Wednesday. A
respite from the extreme air
pollution is not likely for the
next two days and a “slight
improvement" is expected
only by Friday, according to
SAFAR.
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Maharashtra placed under President’s Rule

In his report to President Ram Nath Kovind, Governor Koshyari says it is impossible to constitute a stable government

After being denied more

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI
President Ram Nath Kovind
on Tuesday approved a pro-
clamation imposing Presi-
dent’s Rule in Maharashtra,
following a recommendation
from Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari.

The Assembly will be kept
under suspended animation.

Mr. Koshyari’s decision
comes a day after he invited
the third largest party in the
Assembly, the NCP, to ex-
plore the possibility of form-
ing a government in the
State.

Cabinet meets

Soon after the Governor’s re-
port was sent, the Union Ca-
binet, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, met and ap-
proved a recommendation to
the President to issue a pro-
clamation under Article 356
(1) of the Constitution, a se-

In a huddle: NCP leaders, led by party chief Sharad Pawar, centre, holding a meeting with
Congress leaders Mallikarjun Kharge and Ahmed Patel in Mumbai on Tuesday. =pmi

nior Home Ministry official
said.

The Cabinet assembled at
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence minutes before he was
to fly to Brazil to attend the
BRICS summit.

In his report to the Presi-

dent, Mr. Koshyari said a sit-
uation had arisen in which it
was impossible to constitute
or form a stable government
in the State, and the govern-
ment could not be carried on
in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Constitution.
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Celebrating divine light: Devotees gathering on the banks of the Ganga in Patna on Tuesday to take a bath on the occasion
of 'Kartik Purnima’, which is celebrated on the full moon day of Kartik (November-December). =RranJEET KUMAR

Delhi’s odd-even scheme
makes inroads in Haryana

Rohtak implements scheme, Gurugram evinces interest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The Delhi government’s
odd-even scheme to curb air
pollution has found new tak-
ers in the National Capital
Region. The Rohtak adminis-
tration  replicated the
scheme for autorickshaws
last week after pollution le-
vels in the city increased ma-
nifold to reach the ‘severe’
category. And now, even the
Gurugram administration is
willing to consider the idea.
Gurugram Deputy Com-
missioner Amit Khatri told
The Hindu that the scheme

Alphonsos from Malawi, for Mumbai

could be implemented in the
Millennium City as well in
future with an improved pu-
blic transport system in

place.
The Air Quality Index in
neighbouring Rohtak

breached the 400 mark in
the first week of November,
forcing the district adminis-
tration to shut schools for
two days. “It was then decid-
ed at a high-level meeting to
implement the odd-even for-
mula at least for autorick-
shaws,” said DSP, Rohtak
Traffic, Mahesh Kumar. Sub-
sequently, the scheme was

implemented on November

7 and 8.

Divided opinions

The district administration :

and the autorickshaws’ un-

ion, however, differed on the

usefulness of the scheme.
While Mr. Kumar claimed

that it brought down the pol-

lution levels considerably,
Haryana Pradesh Autorick-

shaw Kalyan Sangh’s Rohtak

president Vicky Pehalwan

said there was hardly any
impact and the plan needed :
to be extended to all vehicles :

for any plausible result.

There was no mention of :

horse-trading or unfair prac-
tices in the report.
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KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

The Shiv Sena on Tuesday
: moved a petition in the Su-
: preme Court challenging Go-
¢ vernor Bhagat Singh Koshya-
© ri’s decision on November 11
© to deny its request for three
. days to prove its majority.

:  Sena lawyers said the
: court Registry informed
: them that it was not possible
i to constitute a Bench on
© Tuesday itself. They were
: asked to mention the peti-
¢ tion on Wednesday for ur-
© gent listing. A second peti-
¢ tion against the
¢ proclamation of President’s
© Rule is being readied, and a
: decision on its filing would
i be taken soon.

time, Sena moves court

The petition said the Go-
vernor acted in “hot haste”
and gave the Sena, which
won 56 seats, just 24 hours to
prove its majority. On the
other hand, he gave the BJP,
which secured 105 seats, a
whole two days.

Government formation in
a democracy is not a “race”.
The Governor had recom-
mended President’s Rule,
and the Union Cabinet met
on Tuesday. This was when
the NCP, with 54 seats, and
the Congress, with 44, were
“principally” willing to sup-
port the Sena, and advanced
talks were on with them, the
petition said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

Rajoana gets
reprieve from
death penalty

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) has sent a letter
to the Punjab government
to commute the death sen-
tence of Balwant Singh Ra-
joana, convicted for the as-
sassination of former Chief
Minister Beant Singh.

The MHA took an “in
principle” decision on Sep-
tember 30 to commute the
sentence as a “humanitar-
ian gesture” ahead of the
550th birth anniversary ce-
lebrations of Guru Nanak,
the founder of Sikhism.

R. Venkat Ratnam, Prin-
cipal Secretary (Jails), Pun-
jab, told The Hindu that
they had received the com-
munication from the MHA
and forwarded it to the Un-
ion Territory of Chandi-
garh.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

India’s cancer care facilities ‘highly inadequate’

Systematic failure to address needs results in 20% higher mortality, says panel

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI

India’s cancer care infras-
tructure is “highly inadeq-
uate” and forces a majority
of patients to travel “thou-
sands of kilometres” for
treatment.

The “systematic failure”
to address the needs of pa-
tients contributes to a 20%
higher mortality among In-
dian cancer patients than in
countries with a “high” Hu-
man Development Index,
said a report by a Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Science, Technology and En-
vironment.

The committee was con-
stituted to examine an ex-
panded role for the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy,
through the Tata Memorial
Centre (TMC), to address In-

Evo Morales flees Bolivia
following deadly clashes

He has been granted asylum by Mexico

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LA PAZ

Bolivia faced its worst un-
rest in decades amid a polit-
ical vacuum on Tuesday,
while Evo Morales, who
transformed the Andean na-
tion as its first indigenous
President, fled the country
following weeks of violent
protests.

Mr. Morales flew out on a
Mexican government plane
late on Monday, hours after
being granted asylum, as his
supporters and foes fought
in the capital, while an Op-
position leader laid out a
path toward new elections.

Mr. Morales stepped

Evo Morales

down on Sunday, following
weeks of widespread prot-
ests fed by allegations of
fraud in the October 20 pre-
sidential election that he
claimed to have won.

CRISIS DEEPENS » PAGE 14
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A small venture to graft the special variety on a 26-hectare farm in Africa now exports 700 boxes a day

RAINA ASSAINAR
MUMBAI

It is not summer, but there
are almost-fresh alphonso
mangoes in Mumbai’s retail
shops. They smell and taste
almost like the Devgad
alphonso, but come from
distant Africa. Mangoes
from Malawi have hit the
market in Maharashtra’s
capital.

The alphonso trees in
Malawi took root in a farm
some nine years back, when
mango sticks from Ratnagiri
were grafted and a new
venture was launched. The
farm is now spread across

CM
K

600 hectares, and began
exporting the produce to
India last year. “In 2018, the
import of mangoes was
small, since it was the first
time. This time, around 700
boxes a day are expected to
arrive, starting Tuesday. All
big retailers are purchasing
them, as they liked the
quality last year,” Sanjay
Pansare, a trader in the
APMC fruit market, said.

Different seasons

The mangoes from the
African nation have a ready
reception here as both India
and Malawi have different

= :
Tasting success: African
alphonsos in Navi Mumbai
on Tuesday. =YOGESH MHATRE

harvest windows. “Indian
mangoes are not available
during October-December,
but mangoes are harvested

in Malawi during that
period. Indian alphonsos
arrive from January through
August from various parts of
the southern and Konkan
areas of Maharashtra,” Mr.
Pansare said.

“The African venture,
Malawi Mangoes Operations,
was started by British,
German and African
promoters. They planted the
mango sticks by grafting
them on 26 hectares first,
and it has grown into a
600-hectare farm,” Niranjan
Sharma, who handles the
firm’s operation from Pune,
said.

The organisation has
around 800 employees.
Each imported box has 3 kg
of mangoes, priced between
31,400 and ¥2,000.

Absence of direct flights
from Malawi has an impact:
a kilo incurs around %200 in
freight. The import duty is
about 38%, adding to the
cost. “Qualitywise, they
meet European norms as
they go through hot water
treatment. The sand and
weather in Malawi are
similar to what we have in
Maharashtra, making the
fruit taste almost like Indian
ones,” Mr. Pansare said.

Increasing burden: India's cancer burden is likely to increase
from 13 lakh cases in 2018 to 17 lakh in 2035.

dia’s rising cancer burden.
The committee, led by form-
er Union Environment Mi-
nister Jairam Ramesh, sub-
mitted its report to Rajya
Sabha Chairman Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday.

The incidence, or the
number of newly diagnosed
cases of cancer annually, is

about 16 lakh. The disease
kills 8 lakh people annually.
Among these are 1,40,000
fresh cases of breast cancer,
1,00,000 cervical cancer
cases, and 45,000 cases of
oral cancer among women.
Among men, the top three
cancers with the highest in-
cidence are those in the oral

cavity (1,38,000 cases), can-
cer of the pharynx (90,000)
and those of the gastrointes-
tinal tract (2,00,000).

“The Committee would
like to lay emphasis on the
fact that mortality to inci-
dence ratio of 0.68 in India is
higher than that in the very
high human development in-
dex (HDI) countries (0.38)
and the high HDI countries
(0.57),” it noted in the report
viewed by The Hindu.

The International Agency
for Research on Cancer ex-
pects India’s cancer burden
to increase from an estimat-
ed 13 lakh cases in 2018 to
about 17 lakh in 2035, and
cancer deaths are expected
to rise from 8.8 lakh in 2018
to 13 lakh in 2035.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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AAP govt. to bear cost of
Kartarpur pilgrimage: CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

On the occasion of the
550th Guru Parv, Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal reit-
erated the Delhi govern-
ment’s promise of including
Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib
under the ongoing Mukhya-
mantri Teerth Yatra Yojana,
which will enable the city’s
senior citizens to visit the
sacred site free of cost.

He had said last Friday
that the decision had re-
ceived an in-principle nod
from the Delhi Cabinet.

After offering prayers at
Rakabganj Gurdwara, Mr.
Kejriwal said: “Guru Nanak
Dev showed the path for-
ward for humanity as a

whole. Whether they were
Hindu or Muslim, he never
differentiated between
anyone from any religion or
caste... he always taught his
followers to follow the path
of truth and help the poor...
We have to try out best to
move forward on the path
shown by him.”

‘We can all go to pray’
“The good news is that the
Kartarpur corridor is now
open. We can all go there to
pray... we [the Delhi govern-
ment] are offering the ser-
vice of visiting the sacred
site free of cost to all senior
citizens who wish to under-
take this pilgrimage,” he
added.

PM’s willpower opened
Kartarpur corridor: BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la and senior Delhi BJP lead-
ers attended Kirtan Durbar
and Vishal Langar at Gurd-
wara Rakab Ganj on the oc-
casion of the 550th Guru
Parv on Tuesday.

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Ti-
wari, who accompanied Mr.
Birla, said: “The work of
opening Kartarpur Sahib
Corridor become possible
due to the strong willpower
of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. Now the Sikh com-
munity can easily visit the
place associated with the
last years of the life of their
first Guru.”

Mr. Tiwari also spoke
about the significance of the
Sikh community for the BJP.
“The Sikh community has
benefited from the impor-
tant decisions taken by the
Centre. From Guru Nanak
Dev to Guru Govind, many
Gurus have sacrificed them-
selves for the unity and se-
curity of India,” he said.

JNU Executive Committee to
“discuss hostel fee hike today

Students plan to protest outside convention centre; demand rollback of hike

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A day after thousands of stu-
dents agitated outside the Ja-
waharlal Nehru University
(JNU) convocation ceremony
against a hike in hostel fee,
all eyes are now on the Exec-
utive Committee (EC) meet-
ing scheduled to be held on
Wednesday.

The protesting students
had been assured by Union
Minister for Human Re-
source Development Ra-
mesh Pokhriyal that he
would look into their
demands.

The EC is the highest deci-
sion-making body of the un-
iversity and sources said that
the draft hostel manual,
which was passed in the In-
ter Hall Administration meet-
ing on October 28, would be
on the agenda.

The JNU Students’ Union
(JNUSU) has called for a
strike outside the Conven-
tion Centre, where the meet-
ing will be held.

The union said it would
not allow the meeting to take
place without the rollback of
the fee hike. The students are
also running a social media
campaign to raise awareness
about why the hike is an im-
portant issue. “An estimated
40% of students studying at
JNU come from families that

o
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Members of the All Ind|a Democratlc Students' Organlsatlon protesting against “police
brutality” on JNU students, at Jantar Mantar on Tuesday. =sHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

have an annual income of
less than 1.44 lakh, as per
annual reports of JNU. With
the fee hike, these students
will not be able to continue
their studies at the universi-
ty,” the JNUSU said.

The students have also
called for November 14 to be
observed as National Protest
Day, to protest against rising
costs of higher education
and the New Education Poli-
cy. The ABVP has also called
for a protest on Wednesday
at the UGC to ask for a roll-
back of the fee hike and to re-

Street vendors demand stay on evictions

Vendors ask for halt on action against them till survey is over; to go on strike today

SIDHARTH RAVI
NEW DELHI

Representatives of street
vendors who faced eviction
this year have appealed for a
stay on such action until a
survey of survey of hawkers
is done by the Delhi govern-
ment, bids for which will
open on Wednesday.

On October 31, the Delhi
government invited bids for
carrying out a demand sur-
vey of vendors in the city.

Under the Street Vendors
Act, 2014, a photo census of
vendors along with GIS map-
ping and other aspects are to
be surveyed before issuing
identification cards. In Sep-
tember, the Delhi govern-
ment had announced that it
would be the first State to im-
plement the Act.

Conducting survey
Arbind Singh, coordinator of
the National Street Vendors’
Association of India (NSVAI),
argued that letting private
parties conduct the survey
could lead to corruption,
political manipulation, and
the process being stalled.

Mr. Singh said that the sur-
vey should be carried out by
an independent authority or
by the existing 28 Town
Vending Committees (TVCs)
and vendors’ organisations,
so that the survey is “authen-
tic and credible”.

The TVCs, comprising
elected vendors, area repre-
sentatives, and others, is
chaired by the municipal de-

CM
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On October 31, the Delhi government invited bids for carrying

out a demand survey of vendors.

puty commissioner of the
respective zone.

Abdul Ajeez, representa-
tive of the Jama Masjid Patri
Association and a member of
the area TVC, complained
that vendors in the area had
been evicted despite having
received a stay from the High
Court in 2015.

“This year, without any di-
rections, authorities lifted
our goods,” claimed Ajeez.

“They say it is the Su-
preme Court’s directions,
but no where in that order
does it talk about street ven-
dors. What about properties
of rich people that are built
without authorisation? We
are treated as pest because
we are easy to deal with.
They will not do anything to
the rich people,” he said.

Mr. Singh further argued
that vendors should not be
removed till the survey is

=FILE PHOTO

completed. “Who will you
survey if the vendors are re-
moved?” he asked. Adding to
the argument, Mr. Ajeez said
that the survey was of the pe-
ople and their biometrics
have to be carried out, “not
of the land after all”.

‘We bear the brunt’
Sunil Mishra of the Karol
Bagh Raidi Patri Association
and a vendor from the area
complained that they had
been chucked out in the
name of pedestrianisation
and beautification of the
area. “But most of the en-
croachments in the area
were by shopkeepers who ex-
tended their stores onto the
footpaths, Mr. Mishra said.
“We bear the brunt of this.
Any direction for removal of
encroachments from any
court, falls directly upon
vendors,” he said, adding

that UTTIPEC guidelines for
creating alternative “hawk-
ers zone” were not being fol-
lowed in the area.

Kanchan Devi from Saroji-
ni Market accused the New
Delhi Municipal Council of
behaving “irresponsibly”, ar-
guing that goods seized by
authorities were released at
high costs and often got lost.

Vendors also alleged that
they were being pushed
around from one authority
to another when they raised
their concerns. “When we go
to the Chief Minister, we are
told to take our concerns to
the TVC, but the TVC meet-
ings are not taking place,”
said a vendors’ representa-
tive from Shastri Nagar.

Vendors also attacked the
Delhi government for not im-
plementing provisions of the
Street Vendors Act, 2014.
“Only with the elections
around the corner, did the
government bring in the not-
ification,” said Mr. Singh.

They also attacked the BJP,
which is in power in all three
municipal corporations of
Delhi. The deputy commis-
sioners of the civic bodies are
chairpersons of the TVCs.

The NVASI has said that
vendors would go on an in-
definite strike at the Civic
Centre on Wednesday. Their
demands include a stop to
evictions until the survey is
completed, restoring of re-
cently evicted vendors and
an adherence to the TVCs for
vendor-related issues.

ject the draft hostel manual.

On Tuesday, the protes-
ters received support from
students of other universities
as well as JNU alumni.

Swaraj India president Yo-
gendra Yadav, tweeted his
support for JNU students: “I
could study at JNU (1981-83)
because my NTS scholarship
of ¥250 per month covered
all expenses (university fee,
hostel fee, mess charges). If
the hostel fee was not subsi-
dised, my parents may have
found it difficult to afford my
education. Affordable hos-

tels must be part of Right To
Education.”

AAP MP Sanjay Singh also
lent his support: “The unex-
pected increase in JNU hostel
fee is a gross injustice. Mr.
Pokhriyal and the JNU V-C
must meet the demands of
the students and withdraw
the hike.”

The All India Democratic
Students’ Organisation prot-
ested at Jantar Mantar
against the Delhi Police for
using water cannons against
JNU students during their
protest on Monday.

Left condemns police
action against students

‘Hike will destroy JNU’s character’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) has con-
demned the use of water
cannon by police against JNU
students who were protest-
ing against recently an-
nounced hike in hostel fee.

Thousands of JNU stu-
dents had protested against
the hike outside the AICTE
auditorium on Monday.

“This hike will ensure that
JNU will become an elitist
university as against its cur-
rent character that promotes
students from diverse back-
grounds to afford higher
education,” the CPI(M) said
in a statement here.

“INU has produced gener-
ations of socially conscious
citizens and nation builders
due to this character of pro-

viding affordable education,
drawing in students from
backward regions and margi-
nalised sections. This blos-
soming of talent at afforda-
ble cost is what is being
attacked,” the Polit Bureau
said. The CPI (M) blamed
JNU Vice-Chancellor Jag-
deesh Kumar for his “obdu-
racy” for this situation.

JNU students are not agi-
tating for the sake of agita-
tion, Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) General Secretary
D. Raja said.

“It is a very genuine issue.
The way the JNU authorities
have dealt with the students
is atrocious. They should
have first called them for a
conversation. JNU is being
targeted and attacked by
forces known to every one,”
Mr. Raja added.

o e

Protestlng JNU students clashed W|th police outside the
AICTE auditorium on Monday. =sHIv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Bill for ownership rights to be tabled
in upcoming Parliament session

Residents of over 1,700 unauthorised colonies set to benefit

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Centre’s plan to grant
ownership rights for proper-
ties in 1,731 unauthorised co-
lonies of Delhi is moving a
step colser to reality with the
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry prepared to
introduce a Bill to facilitate it
in the upcoming Parliament
session, said officials.

The Bill would provide for
an exemption from a 2011 Su-
preme Court judgment that
held sales on general power
of attorney illegal and said
immovable property could
only be sold or transferred
through registered deeds,
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry secretary Durga
Shanker Mishra said.

Since these colonies had
been developed without go-
vernment sanction, the resi-
dents did not have registered
deeds and would require an
exemption.

Last transaction
Mr. Mishra said the Bill
would also recognise the last
transaction alone and not all
past transactions for calcu-
lating stamp duty.

He added that the Income
Tax Department would be al-
so be issuing a notification to
give the applicants relief
from income tax liability.
The Bill, he said, was likely to
be introduced in the Parlia-

The Delhl Development Auhtority Wlll identify the colonles

eligible by October 29, 2021.

ment session scheduled to
start on November 18.

A long-pending demand
of residents of unauthorised
colonies, the grant of owner-
ship and mortgage rights was
approved by the Union Cabi-
net on October 23. Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister of
State (independent charge)
Hardeep Singh Puri had said
while announcing the Cabi-
net’s decision that day that
the Delhi Development Auth-
ority would be out with an
online application portal
within three months.

On October 29, the Minis-
try published the National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Recognition of Property
Rights of Residents in Un-
authorised Colonies) Regula-
tions, 2019, which set guide-
lines for the process,

=FILE PHOTO

including the charges to be
paid by the applicants.

The notification also stat-
ed that the DDA would iden-
tify more unauthorised colo-
nies that are eligible for the
grant of ownership.

In 2008, the government
had identified 1,797 such co-
lonies, including 66 “af-
fluent” ones that have been
left out for the grant of ow-
nership rights at this time.

The Narendra Modi go-
vernment had in 2015 in-
creased the cut-off dates for
colonies from 2008 to those
in existence as on June 1,
2014 and with 50% occupan-
cy on January 1, 2015.

The DDA would identify
the colonies eligible under
the extended cut-off in two
years from the notification,
that is by October 29, 2021.

High-rise near
 DU: students’
strike enters
fourth day

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The ‘indefinite strike’ by
Delhi University students
against the proposed con-
struction of a 39-storey
building near North cam-
pus entered its fourth day
on Tuesday.

One student has been
sitting on a hunger strike
for the past three days.

The proposed construc-
tion of a private residential
apartment complex has
been opposed by multiple
university stakeholders,
including the administra-
tion. The protesters say
the building is coming up
near women’s hostels and
will impinge on their
privacy.

After a  ‘solidarity
through food’ campaign, a
poetry exposition, and ral-
lies, the students on Tues-
day organised a ‘solidarity
through music’ campaign
to drum up support for
their cause.

Protesters demanded
that Lieutenant-Governor
Anil Baijal put a stay on the
construction, and that the
land, which they claimed
was meant for public pur-
pose, be given to Delhi Un-
iversity. The Delhi Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association
and the Delhi University
Students’ Union have also
opposed the construction.

A ND-NDE
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5,000 litres of smuggled
liquor seized; driver held
GREATER NOIDA

Over 5,000 litres of liquor
worth around %25 lakh has
been seized from a truck in
Greater Noida, the police said
on Tuesday. The driver,
Vishnu Ram from Punjab has
been arrested, the police
said, adding his truck has
been impounded."The truck
was intercepted for checking
and 610 cartons of liquor
were found hidden under
boxes of kinnow fruit," an
officer said. A case has been
registered under relevant
sections, the police added.

DELHI TODAY

Talk: India-Japan Dialogue, organ-
ised by India-Japan Friendship
Forum will feature lectures and
presentation by various speakers at
Lecture Room - Il, Basement Annexe,
India International Centre (IIC), 3
p.m. onwards.

Exhibition: “Memories of Change -
A Historical Exhibition on the
Pamphleteer Campus and Indian
Politics”, a group exhibition of
archival, oral, video and print works
by various artists. Presented by the
Centre de Sciences Humaines (CSH),
Fonds d’Alembert at Open Palm
Court Gallery, India Habitat Centre
(IHC), 11a.m. -7 p.m.

Exhibition: “Soliloquy”, an exhibi-
tion of drawings and paintings by
Bijoy Kumar Basak at Triveni Gallery,
Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen
Marg, 11a.m. -8 p.m.

Exhibition: A group show of paint-
ings, drawings, graphics, sculptures,
digital art and photography by artists
members of AIFACS at All India Fine
Arts & Crafts Society, 1 Rafi Marg, 11
a.m.-7p.m.

Exhibition: ‘Shrinathji
Swaroopam’, a solo exhibition of
contemporary pichwais on silk and
paper by Delhi based artist Jai
Khanna at Art Centrix Space, Jain
Farm, Behind Sector D2, Vasant
Kunj, 11a.m.-7 p.m.

(Mail your listings for this column at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

Women happy with free bus
rides; fear it will be scrapped

Many apprehensive that govt. will discontinue scheme after the Delhi elections

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two weeks after the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment made rides on Delhi
Transport Corporation buses
free for women, most of the
beneficiaries The Hindu
spoke to said the scheme was
extremely useful but would
not last long.

The scheme for women
came into effect from Octob-
er 29 when the city was cele-
brating Bhai Dooj.

The government had said
the initiative would ensure
women’s safety and increase
their role in the Capital’s
economy.

Holding her pink ticket for
route number 405, 45-year-
old Shammo, a resident of
Pul Prahaladpur, said she
lost her husband 11 years ago
after which she put her two
children in an orphanage
near Daryaganj. Whenever
she would go to work at
houses, the children would
not go to school and it had
become difficult for her to
manage funds which led her
to make a difficult decision.
“Earlier, it cost me around
100 to reach Daryaganj on
buses or the metro. There
were times when I would
skip coming to meet my chil-
dren on Sundays worrying
about travel expenses. But

i

A woman bus passenger receives a pink ticket on Tuesday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

that is not a problem any-
more,” she said.

For Nandi Devi, who
changes buses from Farida-
bad to reach Pragati Maidan
every day for work, the
scheme has helped her save
1,000 a month. “It is a very
good move for working wo-
men like us but I do not know
how long we can avail this
privilege,” she said.

Freelance handicraft de-
signer Poonam Singh, who
works at Kashmere Gate and
travels from Kalkaji every
day, echoed similar

Hi-tech features to boost
security at new PHQ

Plan to strengthen access control system in the building

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police is planning
hi-tech security measures at
its new headquarters on Jai
Singh Marg in Lutyens’ area.
Key features include RFID
(radio-frequency identifica-
tion) tags for staff, visitors
and vehicles, intelligent dis-
play system and anti-terror
bollards.

“We are strengthening ac-
cess control system in the
new building. A committee
on security surveyed the
building and recommended
the security features to be
embedded in the system. We
have issued a tender and in-
vited bidders to apply for it
at the earliest,” said a senior
police officer.

Enhanced security
As part of the enhanced se-
curity measures, RFID tags
will be distributed to staff
members, visitors and vehi-
cles in order to restrict entry
of unauthorised persons and
vehicles. Visitors and staff
members will not be allowed
entry to certain high-securi-
ty areas in the building. Such
areas will be accessed only
by authorised personnel.
Around 5,000 RFID tags will
be ordered for staff and visi-
tors and 2,000 for vehicles.
“We are also installing an-
ti-terror bollards at the main

A Delhi police constabe takes

ceremony of the new Police Headquarters at Jai Singh Road.

= FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

A fortress

Security features at the new
Delhi Police HQ

= Under Vehicle Scanner
System (with number plate
reader)

= Bollards

= Flap barrier (RFID
operated)

= Intelligent Display System

= RFID tags for vehicles

= Restricted access RFID
tags for visitors/staff

= Magnetic locks

Source: Delhi Police

gates. It is specially designed
with high security features
and tested against shocks. A
truck moving at the speed of
80 km per hour won’t be
able to cross these bollards,”
said the officer.

The security features will

Ex-Army man's death: kin
allege negligence in jail

Tihar authorities deny any such charge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Days after a former Army
Captain, arrested on charg-
es of stealing books, died af-
ter allegedly jumping off a
building in Tihar jail, his fa-
mily claimed that there was
negligence on the part of
prison authorities.

Books on China

The victim who was dis-
charged from service in
1983, was arrested on No-
vember 2 after being ac-
cused of stealing some
books on China from the
Delhi Cantonment library.
The jail officials said he died
after falling off from the first
floor of a building on No-
vember 7 but the family
claimed that he had fallen
off the stairs and was not

CM
K

provided immediate medi-
cal aid. They also alleged
that he had been wrongfully
accused of having links with
China and was being inter-
rogated for it. According to
the FIR registered against
him on November 1, he had
entered the Centre for Land
Welfare Studies, situated at
Parade Ground in Delhi Can-
tonment area, and left the
premises after 30 to 40 mi-
nutes. Later, the librarian
found some books missing
and while checking the
CCTV footage, it was found
that he had stolen them by
carrying them inside a new-
spaper, the police added.
Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, Telephone:
011-4076 9002, Monday-Sa-
turday, 10 a.m. -7.30 p.m.

also include under vehicle
scanning system, to enable
inspection of any vehicle’s
underside through a static
composite image of the vehi-
cle. “We will instal an intelli-
gent display system that will
modernise the entire securi-
ty mechanism. It will be one
of the most upgraded securi-
ty systems installed at any
government building,” said
the officer.

In the old police head-
quarters located at ITO, most
of the security features were
manually operated.

The new police headquar-
ters on Jai Singh Road has
been built at a cost of 3286
crore under public-private
partnership. The state-of-
the-art complex is spread ov-
er an area of about eight
acres and the building has 17
floors. It was inaugurated by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on October 31.

thoughts. “This is just an eye-
wash. This scheme will be
discontinued right after the
elections in Delhi, irrespec-
tive of who comes to power.
And if it continues, they will
take money from us in some
form or the other. They
might increase a certain tax.
Also, it would have been nice
if they actually spent money
on the maintenance of the
buses,” she said.

Jaya Chathli (70), who was
on the way to her residence
in Ambedkar Nagar, said that
she is extremely happy that

the scheme has been intro-
duced. “It helps women who
do not get money from
home, but people think it
will be discontinued after the
elections and that will just
prove that the government
cheated us,” she said.

Delhi University student
Pooja (20), who stays in Fari-
dabad, does not care about
what happens in the future
and she is “at peace” about
“feeling safe in police pre-
sence”, referring to the mar-
shals (Civil Defence officials)
deployed on the buses.

Taekwondo player shot
dead by friend in Haryana

She had turned down marriage proposal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

A 25-year-old taekwondo
player was shot dead inside
her house in Bilaspur on
Tuesday morning allegedly
by her wrestler friend after
she turned down his mar-
riage proposal, the police
said.

The accused, Sombeer,
was out on bail in a case to
harass her. The two were en-
gaged five years ago but the
engagement was called off
for personal reasons. The
victim’s mother Savitri said
Sombeer, who belongs to
Jhajjar, had come to their
house in Bhora Khurd village
at 4 am. and asked her
daughter Sarita to marry him
at gunpoint.

When the woman refused,
he allegedly shot her in the
chest and fled the spot. The
woman’s family took her to
Rockland Hospital in Mane-
sar where the doctors de-

clared her brought dead.

Ms. Savitri said her
daughter was a taekwondo
player and would often visit
different places to participate
in competitions. It was dur-
ing her visits that she had
met the accused and be-
friended her. He had been
pushing her to marry him for
long. When she refused, he
began to threaten her with
dire consequences.

The family had lodged a
complaint to the police in
this connection earlier this
year and Sombeer was ar-
rested. The police said the
two came in contact in 2013
and were engaged a year la-
ter. The two had together ta-
ken coaching at Rohtak as
well.

Sarita was presently pur-
suing diploma in physical
education from Jaipur. Sever-
al teams have been formed to
arrest the accused, the police
added.

Navy officer’s wife found dead

Family does not suspect any foul play; no note recovered

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

A 28-year-old woman, the
wife of a serving Lieutenant
Commander in the Navy,
was found dead at their resi-
dence in south-west Delhi’s
Vasant Kunj.

The police said no note
has been recovered. A senior
officer said a PCR call was
made at 6.30 a.m. on No-
vember 8 regarding a wo-
man found dead in Tarapore
Enclave, a residential area
for defence department
officers.

When the police entered
the fourth-floor residence of
the couple, the door to the
woman’s room was found
locked from the inside.
When they broke open the
door, the body was found in-

Partner kills woman
in hotel room; held

side. She had no clothes on.
“No note was found. There
were several cigarette butts
in an ashtray nearby,” the of-
ficer said.

Sources said the woman’s
husband was not at home
during the night and when
he returned, he knocked on
her door. When she did not
open, he peeped through
the kitchen window which
opened into the room and
spotted her body.

He then called a doctor
from a private hospital and
also informed the police.

The doctor reached the
residence and declared her
dead.

The woman’s family does
not suspect any foul play.
The police said that the cou-
ple had been married for

They were celebrating his birthday

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 33-year-old woman was
killed allegedly by her boy-
friend in a hotel room in
Outer North Delhi’s Alipur,
the police said on Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer North) Gaurav
Sharma said the 21-year-old
accused, Vikki Mann, from
Alipur has been arrested.

The police said they re-
ceived a PCR call at 10.30
a.m. regarding a woman
found in an unconscious
state in an OYO flagship ho-
tel. On reaching the spot,
the officers took her to a hos-
pital where she was declared
brought dead.

During investigation, it
was found that the victim
from Khera Kalan had
checked into the hotel on
Monday with Mann. The
room was booked in her
name. “The duo had gone to
the hotel to celebrate Mann’s
birthday. During the cele-
bration, the couple was
drinking and a quarrel broke
out between them after
which Mann hit her and she
lost consciousness,” the of-
ficer said. The accused then
fled the spot. With the help
of technical surveillance, the
police traced Mann. He told
them the sequence of
events. The couple was in a

During the
birthday
celebration, the
couple was
drinking and a
quarrel broke out
between them
after which Mann
hit her and she lost
consciousness

GAURAV SHARMA
DCP (Outer North)

C

relationship for one year,
the accused said. A case on
charges of murder has been
registered and further inves-
tigation is under way.

0YO responds
Responding to the incident,
an OYO spokesperson said:
“We are extremely sad-
dened by the incident and
offer our deepest condo-
lences to the bereaved fami-
ly. The safety and security of
our guests are of paramount
importance to us.” OYO fol-
lows all protocols during
check-in of guests, including
identity proofs and entries
in arrival and departure in a
register.

The representative said
relevant documents as re-
quired by the enforcement
authorities have already
been handed over to the
authorities concerned.

less than seven years and a
magisterial enquiry has
been initiated, sources said.

Initial probe has revealed
that the couple got married
three years ago.

The husband allegedly
told the police that his wife
used to remain upset with
him over personal issues,
which led to frequent argu-
ments. “The husband re-
turned to Delhi around 10
days ago and they used to of-
ten stay in separate rooms.
They have been living in the
residential complex for the
last one year,” the officer
said.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, Telephone:
011-4076 9002, Monday-Sa-
turday, 10 a.m. -7.30 p.m.

IIT-Delhi
student
found dead

STAFF REPORTER
mELHI

An 18-year-old student of
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Delhi, died after
falling from the fifth floor
of her hostel building, the
police said on Tuesday.

The family said she was
upset because of her stu-
dies. Deputy Commission-
er of Police (South-West)
Devender Arya said on
November 8 at 6 p.m.,
they received a call from
AIIMS trauma centre stat-
ing that a girl, who was ad-
mitted there, died during
treatment.

Mr. Arya said the vic-
tim’s mother told the pol-
ice that she got a call from
her daughter on Friday af-
ter which she visited her
on the campus and was
with her till afternoon. In
the evening, a security
guard found the girl lying
on the ground after which
she was rushed to the hos-
pital. The family has not
alleged any foul play and
inquest proceedings have
been initiated. The body
was handed over to the fa-
mily after post-mortem,
the police said.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, Telephone:
011-4076 9002, Monday-
Saturday, 10 a.m. -7.30

p-m.




More FIRS
lodged against
polluters

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Up to 10 FIRs were filed by
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC)
against violators of anti-
pollution guidelines on
Tuesday, the civic body
said.

The SDMC has been is-
suing fines for ongoing
construction activities,
which have been ordered
to be halted keeping in
mind rising air pollution.
The SDMC also recently
started filing first informa-
tion reports against viola-
tors who have failed to de-
posit the penalty amount.

In all its four zones, the
civic body said it has is-
sued 197 challans worth
%15.6 lakh on Tuesday.

BJP demands
White Paper on
effectiveness
of odd-even

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

BJP MP Vijay Goel on
Tuesday demanded that
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government re-
lease a White Paper on
the effectiveness of the
ongoing odd-even
scheme in reducing pollu-
tion in the Capital.

Mr. Goel alleged that
the city continued to re-
main “a gas chamber”
despite the implementa-
tion of the road-rationing
scheme.

“On whom will [Chief
Minister] Arvind Kejriwal
shift the blame now?
Even he knows that odd-
even does not have any
impact on pollution le-
vels. The Delhi govern-
ment is not worried about
pollution levels despite
the air quality being ha-
zardous,” Mr. Goel said.

“Air quality likely to be ‘severe plus’ today

No respite from the extreme air pollution is likely for the next two days, says monitoring agency

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The air quality of Delhi nose-
dived to ‘severe’ category on
Tuesday and may further de-
teriorate to ‘severe+” on Wed-
nesday.

Arespite from the extreme
air pollution is not likely for
the next two days and a
“slight improvement” is ex-
pected only by Friday, said
government-run monitoring
agency System of Air Quality
and Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR).

‘Severe’ air quality can
cause respiratory problems
in healthy people and has se-
rious health impact on peo-
ple with lung or heart diseas-
es. People are advised to
avoid outdoor physical activi-
ties, skip morning walks and
close room windows. “Stop
any activity if you experience
any unusual coughing, chest
discomfort, wheezing,
breathing difficulty or fatigue
and consult a doctor,” read
an advisory by SAFAR.

The average level of PM2.5
on Tuesday was six times
(366.8 ug/m3) the safe limit
(60 ug/m3) in Delhi-NCR at 7
p.m., as per the Central Pol-
lution Control Board.

Causes for spike
The contribution of stubble
burning in neighbouring
States to Delhi’s pollution
was 25% on Tuesday, up from
18% on Monday. The contri-
bution was as high as 44%
earlier this season.

The air quality has dete-

A hazy view ofa traln crossing a brldge over the Yamuna on Tuesday = SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

riorated due to low wind
speed, cloudy conditions,
low mixing height and an in-
crease stubble burning, said
authorities.

Mixing height is the height
of the atmosphere in which
pollutants are spread out.
Lesser mixing height leads to
higher pollution.

“The sky is likely to be
partly cloudy for the next
two days under the influence
of an approaching western
disturbance, but no precipi-
tation is expected,” said SA-
FAR. Cloudy conditions lead
to lesser hours of sunlight,
which increases pollution.

“Sunlight heats up the sur-
face and the air near it. Due
to this, the air rises, along
with water vapour and pollu-

Upward trend

PM2.5 peak levels in Delhi over the past few days

* All figures in microgram per cubic metre (ug/m3)

NOV 3 PEnl
NOV 4 FEElws

NOV5 280.6
NOV 6 181.4
NOV 8 = 201.9
NOV 9 160.2
NOV 11  253.8
NOV.12 366.8 (AT 7 P.M.)

tants, thus decreasing pollu-
tion. So, less sunlight can
lead to higher pollution,”
said Kuldeep Srivastava,

Safe limit:

60

ug/m3

Source: Central
Pollution Control
Board

head of the regional weather
forecasting centre of the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment. The wind speed,

Air quality of Delhi-NCR

Delhi Gurugram
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AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB

which is currently around 2
kmy/hr, is expected to be over
20 km/hr on Friday and may
help in dispersing pollutants.

Air pollution has been
linked to multiple diseases.
In 2017, 1.24 million people
died in India due to air pollu-
tion, as per a study funded by
the Indian government and
the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation.

Centre to re]uvenate 11 waterbodies connected to Yamuna: Tiwari

r I

Manoj Tiwari

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Centre will rejuvenate
around a dozen small wa-
terbodies connected to the
Yamuna at a cost of I9
crore, said Delhi BJP chief
Manoj Tiwari on Tuesday.
“The BJP Centre views as
a serious concern the issue

of rejuvenating the Yamu-
na as well as its banks. The
Delhi Development Auth-
ority has begun work in
this regard already,” Mr. Ti-
wari said.

“The work of awarding
tender for the rejuvenation
of 11 water bodies and
banks between G.T. Road

and Signature Bridge is un-
der way,” he said, adding
that the project will be
completed within a month
of being started.
Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition in the Delhi As-
sembly Vijender Gupta
said that while the Delhi
government had not been

able to fix the boundary of

“even a single unauthor-
ised colony in the last five
years”, the DDA did it for
“400 colonies within 10
days of the resolution
passed by the Centre — to
give ownership rights to 40
lakh people living in these
colonies”.
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Court acquits man of
“sexually assaulting son

Minor’s mother turned hostile during trial

NIRNIMESH KUMAR
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has acquitted
a man of the charge of sex-
ually assaulting his minor
son.

Additional Sessions Judge
A.K. Sarpal acquitted the ac-
cused as the complainant,
victim’s mother, turned hos-
tile in the trial and said she
had lodged an FIR against
her husband “in anger be-
cause he was not living with
her”.

She alleged that her hus-
band had assaulted his son.
In her statement before a
Magistrate under Section
164 of Cr.P.C., the complai-
nant reiterated the charges.

Victim had injuries
Though she admitted that
the victim had sustained in-
juries and the doctors who
examined him said he was
sexually assaulted but she
gave a clean chit to her hus-
band saying that she had im-
plicated him in the case as
he had abandoned her.
“Admittedly, the complai-

nant is not the eyewitness of
the incident and she also
stated that she has no suspi-
cion on anyone but due to
anger, she made the ac-
cused confined in the jail.
She also said in the state-
ment given to the Magistrate
that she had mentioned the
name of the accused due to
anger,” the Judge said.
“Thus, the complainant
has totally exonerated the
accused and accepted that
whatever she told to anyone
about the incident was told
at the instance of the police
as well as due to her own an-
ger,” the judge further said.
Mr. Sarpal said that the
complainant had commit-
ted perjury by implicating
her husband but he let her
off saying that the couple is
now living together happily.
“However, the complai-
nant is only cautioned to be
careful in the future and this
time she is spared simply by
giving warning. The accused
is hereby acquitted of all the
charges which are not
proved,” the judge added.

Two men arrested for
smuggling weapons

Four countrymade pistols seized

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Two men were arrested for
allegedly smuggling arms in
the national capital and its
peripherals, the police said
on Tuesday.

Four countrymade pis-
tols, 10 live cartridges and a
scooter used in delivering
the weapons were reco-
vered from the possession
of the duo, they said. The
accused were identified as
Sunil (35) from Mehrauli
and Ankit Saini (28) from Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Aligarh.

They used to buy wea-
pons from Aligarh at cheap
prices and sell them in Del-
hi-National Capital Region at
higher prices, the police
said. On Monday, the police
received a tip-off that an
arms smuggler would come
near Chirag Delhi flyover,
Masjid Mod to deliver arms
and ammunition. A trap was
laid and they were nabbed,
a senior officer said.

Saini used to buy the pis-
tols from Aligarh and Sunil
used to find prospective
buyers, the police added.

+
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Amarinder for open access to
more gurdwaras across border

Punjab Chief Minister thanks Prime Ministers for the Kartarpur corridor

VIKAS VASUDEVA
SULTANPUR LODHI

Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh on Tuesday
said he would take up with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi the issue of persuading
Pakistan to grant Indian de-
votees open access to more
historic gurdwaras across
the border.

Expressing his gratitude
to Mr. Modi and Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
for helping realise the Sikh
community’s dream of visit-
ing the Kartarpur Gurdwara,
Capt. Amarinder hoped this

Devotees at Gurdwara Ber Sahib in Sultanpur Lodhi on
Tuesday on the occasion of the 550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev. =arp

for the first time, said that he
was peeved at the two stag-
es.

“They [SGPC and the
State government] should
have joined hands and set
up only one stage. Guru Na-
nak Dev Ji’s idea and mes-
sage of ‘oneness’ has been
disregarded by them,” he
said.

“T’ll pay obeisance at the
gurdwara and return. I'll not
go any of these stages,” he
added.

A group of youngsters
from Jalalabad in Fazilka ex-
pressed similar sentiments.

Farmers ‘gherao’ Agriculture

Department of

Small, marginal farmers are being harassed, alleges BKU(U)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

A four-member team of
Punjab’s Agriculture De-
partment, which has been
tasked with taking action
against stubble burning in-
cidents, was allegedly ‘ghe-
raoed’ by angry farmers in
Sangrur district, even as of-
ficials refused to comment
on the issue.

Farmers under the ban-
ner of Bharatiya Kisan Un-
ion (Ugrahan) held a protest

Paddy stubble being burnt in fields at Mehal Kalan in
Barnala district of Punjab. =riLe pHOTO

DELHI Timings
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 13
RISE 06:42 SET 17:29
) ° ° ° RISE 18:15 SET 07:08
lClalS ln Punjab THURSDAY, NOV. 14
RISE 06:42 SET 17:29
RISE 18:59 SET 08:06
FRIDAY, NOV. 15
RISE 06:43 SET 17:28
RISE 19:48 SET 09:05
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 29 13
Safdarjang 29 13
Palam 27 14

Delhi Palam Today

28°C Shallow fog/mist during
cool morning is likely. Day will
be slightly warm with sunny
sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

28°C Dry weather with shallow
fog/mist would persist during
morning. Day will be slightly
warm. A mainly clear sky.

on Monday evening after
they came to know that the
officials were going to take
action against a farmer for

ginal farmers were being
harassed by the govern-
ment officials.

They lamented at being

tricts, they added.

In the corresponding pe-
riod last year, the State had
witnessed 42,112 incidents

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
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would be followed by more “How will they [political par- violating the ban on stubble  forced to buy expensive of stubble burning. .
such gurdwaras in Pakistan, ~ Sikh guru. for the celebrations. Later, ties] preach the message of burning in Gharachon farm equipment for the On Monday, a total of 794 UP pOllce on
such as Panja Sahib and President Ram Nath Ko- he went to the other stage the Guru, when they seem village. management of paddy incidents of farm fires were
Nankana Sahib, being vind, who attended the cele- set up by the Shiromani tobe involved in their adver- straw. reported from Sangrur, C()nstant alert,
opened to Indian devotees. ~ brations, said Guru Nanak Gurdwara Prabandhak tising through there stages Given assurances When contacted, the Mansa and Bathinda dis-
He said he would perso- Dev tried to free people Committee. and events?” said 32-year- “We staged a protest Agriculture Department of- tricts witnessing 178, 162 Says DGP
nally take up the matter with ~ from caste and creed and ri- old Daljeet Singh. against the officials,” BKU ficials refusedto comment and 158 cases respectively,
Mr. Modi and urge him to tualism by teaching them Two stages Seventy-five-year-old Dar- leader Manjit said, adding on the issue. an official of the Punjab Re- © = @ INDIA

raise the issue with Mr.
Khan.

Capt. Amarinder acknow-
ledged the support given by
the Union government in
making the historic celebra-

tions a success and ex- gence and honesty,” hesaid. unheeded by political site message has been cial of the rank of Chief burning between Septem- rections for the govern- ?OHS sto cial nllledla plat-
pressed happiness at the Mr. Kovind paid obeisanceat parties. conveyed.” Agriculture officer, the BKU  ber 23 and November 11, of- ment to pay 100 per orén? ) o que rur.nolllis
participation of people from  Gurdwara Ber Sahib and Forty-five-year old Baljin- Guru Nanak Dev had leader claimed. ficials said. Sangrur and quintal to those farmers and 1axe messages In the

different political parties, as
a befitting tribute to the first

lessons of equality, brother-
hood, kindness and morali-
ty. “True followers of Guru
Nanak Dev Ji work for the
welfare of all, live in harmo-
ny and do their job with dili-

then went to the stage set up
by the Punjab government

However, the setting up of
separate stages for the cele-
brations didn’t go down well
with the pilgrims, many of
whom felt that the Guru’s
message of ‘oneness’ was

der Singh from Patiala, who
had come to the holy town

shan Singh from Amritsar
said: “Such division is not
good for humanity. The
message of unification and
integration should have
been sent, instead an oppo-

spent 14 years of his early life
in Sultanpur Lodhi.

that they were allowed to go
after assurances were given
that farmers will not be ha-
rassed again.

Among those who were
gheraoed included an offi-

The protesting farmers
alleged that small and mar-

48,155 incidents

Meanwhile, farmers in Pun-
jab continued to defy the
ban as the State reported
48,155 incidents of stubble

Bathinda districts continue
to be the worst-affected dis-

mote Sensing Centre said.

SC orders

Paddy growers continue to
set paddy straw afire des-
pite the Supreme Court di-

who do not burn crop resi-
due.

Teen mauled to death

NEW DELHI

The Uttar Pradesh police
are on constant alert mode
“as long as required” and
also keeping an eye on va-

wake of the Supreme Court
verdict in the Ayodhya
case, DGP O.P. Singh said

on Tuesday.

He added that 70 people
have been arrested for ru-

Aakrosh March' against Centre, State today: RLSP

mour-mongering in the

Leaders from all five coalition partners of the Grand Alliance will participate, says Upendra Kushwaha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA
The five-member Grand Al-
liance along with the Left
parties will take out a march
across Bihar on Wednesday
to protest against the “anti-
people” policies of both the
Central and the State govern-
ments, Rashtriya Lok Samta
Party chief Upendra Kushwa-
ha said on Tuesday.

Mr. Kushwaha, former Un-

ion Minister, also rubbished
rumours that some of the Al-
liance leaders may not parti-
cipate in the protest and said
leaders and workers of all
the five coalition partners
will join the ‘Aakrosh March’
aimed to give voice to the pe-
ople’s concern, issues and
problems gripping them.
“All preparations have
been made for tomorrow’s
programme which will be

held at all the district head-
quarters. There should be no
confusion over participation
of the Grand Alliance lead-
ers. Leaders from the al-
liance will be present there
tomorrow,” Mr. Kushwaha
said.

Begins at 11 a.m.

The march will begin at 11
a.m. in the State capital from
Gandhi Statue at Gandhi Mai-

dan and culminate at the Col-
lectorate, which will be at-
tended by leaders of alliance
and Left parties, he added.
All alliance partners have
come out with official state-
ment that they would partici-
pate in the march, he said.
Education, law and order,
healthcare facilities, wo-
men’s security have turned
from bad to worse because
of the faulty policies of both

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU

the Central and the State go-
vernments, Mr. Kushwaha
said.

“People are fed up with
both the governments and
want that opposition must
give voice to their problems,”
he said.

The Grand Alliance in Bi-

An 18-year-old boy was
mauled to death by a leo-
pard in Kathua district of
Jammu and Kashmir, police
said on Tuesday.
Paroshotam Kumar was
killed by the wild animal

by leopard in Jammu

State and more than 270
social media accounts re-
ported for further action.
Mr. Singh said despite the
verdict coming out last
week, every district is on a
“high state of prepared-
ness” and no untoward in-
cident has been reported
so far.

He said a special team
has been tasked to check
messages and contents be-

body was recovered from
the bushes and handed over
to his family.

The incident has caused
panic among residents who
took to the streets on Tues-
day morning along with the
victim’s body. Senior police
and civil officers rushed to

har comprises RJD, Con-
gress, RLSP, HAM(S) and VIP,
while the Left parties include
CPI(ML), CPI and CPM.

while returning to his resi-
dence in Ramkote area late
on Monday, a police officer
said. He said the mutilated

the area and persuaded the
protesters to disperse, as-
suring necessary measures,
the officer said.

ing published on various
social media platforms in
order to quell rumours and
counter them with facts.

Medium-intensity quake .

jolts parts of Uttarakhand

& HINDU

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DEHRADUN
A medium-intensity earth-
quake shook parts of Utta-
rakhand on Tuesday morn-
ing, the State Emergency
Operation Centre here said.
The quake measuring 4.5
jolted Pithoragarh, Almora,
Champawat and Bageshwar
districts at 7.30 a.m. Its epi-
centre was near Raura-
Nachni in Pithoragarh dis-

trict and was at a depth of
10 km, the SEOC said. Tre-
mors were felt in Munsyari,
Pangal, Thal, Nachni, Askot
and Dharchula in Pithoro-
garh district and also parts
of Almora, Champawat, and
Bageshwar district.

However, there was no
report of any damage to life
and property, the SEOC said
quoting Pithoragarh DM
V.K. Jogdande.

16 killed as SUV
falls into gorge
in Jammu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU

Sixteen people, including
five women and three chil-
dren, were Kkilled on Tues-
day when a passenger veh-
icle skidded off the road
and fell into a deep gorge in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Do-
da district, police said.

Doda Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Mumtaz Ah-
mad said one more person
was rescued from the acci-
dent site near Marmat area
in a critical condition and
admitted to hospital.
Twelve people were killed
on the spot and four more
succumbed to injuries
while undergoing treat-
ment, the SSP said.

Officials said the SUV
was headed for Gowa vil-
lage of Marmat from Kleeni
when its driver lost control
while negotiating a blind
curve and the vehicle fell
into the 700-metre-deep
gorge around 3.25 p.m.

The condition of the on-
ly survivor is critical, they
said.

Meanwhile, a minor boy
was crushed to death by a
speeding truck near Miran
Sahib at the outskirts of
Jammu on Tuesday. Sumit
Kumar was crossing a road
outside when he was hit by
the truck, police said.

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice

The Divisional Railway Manager
(Engg)/E.C.Railway/Samastipur for
and on behalf of the President of
India invites Open Tender from
experienced and financially
capable tenderers for the following
works in E-Tendering mode of
IREPS web portal of Indian
Railways: SI.No. 1. Tender Notice
No.: TC-224-SPJ-2019 Name of
work: Samastipur - Darbhanga -
TTR (CS+CMSC)-21 Sets (1in 12=
14 sets and 1 in 8.5= 7 sets).
Tender Value. (In Rs.):
51,93,318.24/- Earnest Money (In
Rs.): 1,03,900/- Cost of Tender
document (In Rs.): 5,000/-
Completion period of the work:
09 Months.  SL.No. 2. Tender
Notice No.: TC-225-SPJ-2019
Name of work: Provision of 3.0m
wide FOB at IMLI Station. Tender
Value. (In Rs.): 1,64,10,119.60/-
Earnest Money (In Rs.):
2,32,100/- Cost of Tender
document (In Rs.): 5,000/-
Completion period of the work:
06 Months. SLNo. 3. Tender
Notice No.: TC-226-SPJ-2019
Name of work: At Saharsa:-
Provision of Office for ADME/SHC
alongwith ADME's Chamber,
attached toilet & washroom
facilities. Tender Value. (In Rs.):
8,06,413.82/- Earnest Money (In
Rs.): 16,100/~ Cost of Tender
document (In Rs.): 2,000/-
Completion period of the work:
04 Months. 1. Last Date & time for
receiving of Tender in E-Tender
mode on IREPS web portal: -
02/12/2019 upto 12.00 hours. 2.
Opening Date & time for E-
Tender: 02/12/2019 after 12.00
hours. 3. Website particulars
where complete details of tender
& tender document can be seen
on Website: www.ireps.gov.in 4.
Amendments /modifications if
any shall not be published in the
newspapers but the same shall
be uploaded in the website:
www.ireps.gov.in.
Sr. Divisional Engineer/Co-ord
E.C. Rly./ Samastipur

PR/1618/SPJ/IENGG/T/19-20/68

OPPORTUNITIES

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

JOBS ¢ TECHNOLOGY

Ly KERALA VETERINARY AND ANIMAL SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

Pookode, Lakkidi P.O., Wayanad- 673576, Kerala.
Ph: 04936 209223, Fax: 04936 256650 Email: registrar@kvasu.ac.in

atwww.kvasu.ac.in.

Place: Pookode
Date: 04.11.2019

| NOTIFICATION |

Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences University invites
application for appointment to the post of Registrar in the
prescribed form downloadable from the University website along
with a DD for Rs. 2500/- (Rs.1000/- for SC/ST candidates) towards
application fee. Last date for receipt of filled in application is
06.12.2019, 5.00 PM. Notification and further details are available

By the order of the Board of Management

Sd/-
Registrar

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Tiruchirappalli - 620015, Tamil Nadu
NOTIFICATION FOR FACULTY RECRUITMENT
Date 1011172019
Online applicabions are mvited from Indian Nationals and OCls, with excellent academic
background and commitment to quality teaching and research, for the past of
Assistant Professor Grade - Il (Level 10, VII CPC) in varmsdqmrhﬂenls of the Instifute.

[ Advt. No. Department Post ]

NITT/R/F/2018/03 [All Departments except Architecture | Assistant Professor
Grade- Il

[NITT/RIF/2018/04 Architecture | {Level 10, VIl CPC)

For Esential quaificaions, General information and Instractons, wsil instiure websie www.nitt edu

Opening date of Online portal 10-11-2018
Last Diate for Submission of online application - 08-12-2019, 6.00 PM

Last Date for Submission of hardeopy 16-12-2019, B.OOPM pjrector

MADRAS FERTILIZERS LIMITED
(A Government of India Undertaking)

Manali, Chennai-600068
Phone No. (044) 25945225 | 25945214 / 25945210

www.madrasfert.co.in

INVITES APPLICATIONS
FOR THE FOLLOWING POST

Welfare Officer - E2

For further information, please visit our website:

GENERAL MANAGER - P&A

g wifesw fafics
A ﬁgﬁ HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS LIMITED

PROPEL YOUR DREAMS WITH HAL (Advt. No.HAL/HR/36(89)/2019/3)
HAL Corporate Office, 15/1, Cubbon Road, Bengaluru - 560001

HAL, aNavratna Central Public Sector Undertaking and a premier Aeronautical Industry of South EastAsia, with
20 Production / Overhaul Divisions, 11 co-located R&D Centres & 1 Facility Management Division spread
across the Country, invites applications for the following Posts for its various Divisions / R&D Centres / Offices:

SI.No. | Post Name Grade | No. of Post/s
a Deputy Manager (Security) / Manager (Security) v 1
b Deputy Manager (Civil) 1} 1
c Engineer (Civil) ] 2
d Human Resource Officer Il 4
e Fire Officer Il 1
f Legal Officer Il 2
g Security Officer Il 6
h Assistant Fire Officer | 1

Detailed Advertisement will be available on the HAL Website www.hal-india.co.in on 18.11.19. Interested
candidates may visit the website for details w.r.t. eligibility criteria, relaxation & concessions, application fee,
selection procedure, remuneration etc. Applications should be submitted strictly through online mode on
HAL website between 18.11.19 and 13.12.19. Applications will not be accepted through any other mode.
Corrigendum/Addendum, if any, will be hosted on the HAL Website only

P AT Y I Pifvgis
;-.p. =% INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT KOZHIKODE

1IM Kozhikode Campus, P.0.Kozhikode- 673 570
Tel: 0495 2809160/234/125

Appllcatlons are invited from eligible and interested candidates
for the following positions.
Advertisement No. R-02/2019
Senior Manager (Engineering Operations)
Notification No. C-38/2019-1IMK. HR

1.  Assistant Manager (Contract)

2. Academic Support Executive (Contract)

For detailed notification and for submitting applications online,

kindly visit our website https://www.iimk.ac.in/

Lt. Col. M Julius George
Chief Administrative

iimk-41

Retd.)
fficer

\ Date: 11-11-2019

ENGG./PRODN./TECH.

Defence Electronics and beyond

4

ST SAFCNTFE
BHARAT ELECTRONICS
QUALITY. TECHNOLOGY. INNOVATION.
BHARAT ELECTRONICS LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Enterprise under the Ministry of Defence)
(CIN: L32309KA1954G01000787)

Bharat Electronics Limited, a Navaratna Company and India’s premier
professional Electronics Company requires candidates for the post of DY.
ENGINEER ON FIXED TENURE BASIS,and DY. ENGINEER ARCHITECT ON
PERMANENT BASIS with the qualification of:
BE / B.TECH IN CIVIL, ELECTRICAL and MECHANICAL DISCIPLINES
ARCHITECTURE in B.ARCH

for its Engineering Services Division, Bangalore Unit. Candidates with
relevant experience may apply for the post in E-Il grade in the payscale of
40000-3%-140000. For details please visit our website www.bel-india.sin

Manager (HR) ES&SW

Faculty for Adama Sci & Tech
University (ASsTU); Ethiopia

A premier government university, with a main focus on Research is looking for faculty in:
Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Maths, Geology, Engineering (Civil,
Architecture, Mechanical, Electrical, Electronics & Communication)
Interviews by the University delegates: Chennai on 26" & 27"
and Hyderabad 30" November, & 1" December, 2019.

Refer our website: globalplacements.ind.in for specialization,
qualifications, experience, etc. Salary: Rs.1,10,760/- to
3,23,050/- p.m. plus free air tickets, etc. Send your C.V. in
4 daysto: faculty@globalplacements.ind.in.

218, Amrutha Ville, Raj Bhavan Rd., HYD-82. Ph: 9121355502, GLOBAL
9121220666. Website: www.globalplacements.ind.in PLACEMENTS
Licence/Regn No.B-0538/AP/PER/300 +/5/3580/1993. Valid till 01-12-2023

FINANCE/ACCOUNTS

=
|

taW/
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Paragon, India’s largest footwear manufacturer
with a turnover of 31700 Crores, requires personnel
for the following positions:

CFO cum Company Secretary
Location : Bengaluru / Kottayam (Code : CFO & CS)
Chartered Accountant with additional Company Secretary
qualification from ICSI having 15 years experience. Should
have handled Secretarial & Company matters of a medium
sized company. Will be responsible for handling
multi locational manufacturing units.

Chief Financial Officer
Location : Bengaluru / Kottayam (Code : CFO)
Chartered Accountant with 20+years experience

preferably in manufacturing sector. Will be responsible for
Financial Planning/Strategic Inputs/Statutory Compliance.

Company Secretary
Location : Bengaluru / Kottayam (Code : CS)
Company Secretary from ICSI with minimum 5 years

post-qualification experience.
Internal Auditor

Location : Bengaluru / Kottayam (Code : |

A)

CA Intermediate with articleship experience or
B.Com/M.Com with experience under practicing CAs.

Interested candiates can send their resume along with
recent passport size photograph, superscribing on the
envelope, the code and the place applied for:

Paragon Polymer Products (P) Ltd.

P. B. No 5801, 45-A, 2nd Phase, Peenya Industrial Area,
Bengaluru - 560 058, India. Ph: 080 - 4261 1111
www.paragonfootwear.com | jobs@paragonfootwear.com

Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).
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For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
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TMC MP Mahua Moitra

violated model code: BJP

False, misleading complaint, says Trinamool in letter to CEO

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The West Bengal unit of the
BJP has alleged violation of
the model code of conduct
by Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra, who, it
claimed, was being accompa-
nied by a police officer while
campaigning for the Karim-
pur Assembly bypoll sche-
duled for November 25.

In a complaint filed on
Monday with the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO),
West Bengal, it said, “Officer-
in-charge of Thanapara Pol-
ice Station, Nadia District,
Sumit Kumar Ghosh has
been seen regularly going for

Krishnanagar MP Mahua
Moitra. =FiLE PHOTO

door-to-door campaigning
with the MP [Mahua Moitra].
This is a blatant violation of
the model code of conduct
which is in force in the entire
district.” The party has at-
tached a photograph to sup-

port its charge and demand-
ed action against the officer.

In response, the Trina-
mool Congress leadership
wrote to the State CEO on
Tuesday claiming it to be a
“false, misleading complaint
based on a classic case of fake
news, which is a criminal of-
fence under the IT Act”. The
party claimed that the photo
dated back to August 18,
2019, [well before the model
code came into effect] and
was uploaded on the MP’s of-
ficial Facebook page that day.

Ms Moitra was an MLA
from Karimpur before being
elected to the Krishnanagar
Lok Sabha seat.

e THE HINDU
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Odisha announces award in name
of youth whose organs saved 6 lives

CM allots land, house, 35 lakh relief to Suraj Sethi’s parents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR
To encourage organ dona-
tion, Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik has an-
nounced that an annual
award will be instituted in
the name of a youth from
Ganjam district whose or-
gans were transplanted in
six persons following his
death in a road accident.
Mr. Patnaik made the an-
nouncement after parents
of Suraj Sethi, father Babuli
Sethi and mother Gitanjali,
met him at the Lok Seva
Bhavan here on Monday.
Suraj, a bachelor who was
working in Surat, met with
an accident on October 29.

After struggling for about
five to six days in hospital,
he was declared brain dead
on November 2.

Six organs transplanted
The parents of Suraj were
contacted by a Surat-based
non-government organisa-
tion. They decided to do-
nate their son’s organs to
save the lives of others. Ac-
cordingly, his heart, liver,
two kidneys and both eyes
were transplanted in six dif-
ferent persons.

While his heart was car-
ried by plane to Fortis Hos-
pital in Mumbai and tran-
splanted into the body of a
woman, his kidneys and liv-

er were transplanted into
three persons in Ahmeda-
bad, and the two eyes given
to two persons in Surat.

Appreciating the noble
act of Suraj’s parents, the
Chief Minister announced
allotment of a homestead
land and a house under the
Biju Pucca Ghar scheme for
them. He also announced an
assistance of ¥5 lakh from
the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund as recognition for
their inspiring act.

The award to be institut-
ed by the Odisha govern-
ment will be given to per-
sons and organisations
working for promotion of
organ donation in the State.
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Sena to work out common minimum

programme with Congress, NCP

We had asked for 48 hours, Governor has now given us six months, says Uddhav Thackeray

TANVI DESHPANDE

MUMBAI

Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray on Tuesday clari-
fied that the party will work
out a common minimum
program with the Congress
and NCP. He said he would
also study unusual alliances
in the country for informa-
tion. He maintained that Se-
na’s claim to form a govern-
ment still stays and that it is
the BJP that caused their al-
liance to fall apart.

After Shiv Sena MLAs
started celebrations at their
Madh island resort on Mon-
day in anticipation of their
party forming the govern-
ment, legislators and karya-
kartas were in a state of con-
fusion on Tuesday.

Several Shiv Sainiks ex-
pressed fears about allying
with Congress-NCP, especial-
ly after speculations of a CM
from the NCP started doing
the rounds.

“We are all eagerly await-
ing some news from our par-
ty. News channels are show-
ing that there might be an
NCP CM in the State, there is
nothing concrete from Con-
gress either. Our minister in
the Union government has
already resigned. We are just
waiting for some news,” said
a Sena MLA on condition of
anonymity on Tuesday
morning.

As news of President’s
Rule being imposed in the
State came in the evening,
Mr. Thackeray, along with
son Aaditya and other senior
Sena leaders, went to the re-
sort for a meeting with party
MLAs. Before the meeting,
he excused himself “to make
two-three calls”.

After the meeting, there
was speculation of Mr.
Thackeray having told legis-
lators that BJP is trying to get
in touch with Shiv Sena.

A Shiv Sena MLA on con-
dition of anonymity said,
“Uddhaviji has told us in the
meeting that BJP is also get-
ting back in touch. If they
agree to share CM post and
equal sharing of power, we
might go with them. It now
depends on who reaches out
to us first. In case both reach
out to us, we will go with BJP
as that will be our first prefe-
rence. Uddhavji told us to
stay calm and keep patience.
He also told us that even in

FIR against
makers of
national
award film

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AHMEDABAD

Makers of the Gujarati film
Hellaro, which bagged the
National Award for Best
Feature Film at the 66th
National Film Awards,
were booked for the al-
leged use of a “derogatory
term” in a dialogue to refer
to a Scheduled Caste cha-
racter, the police said on
Tuesday.

Hellaro (The Outburst)
was released in theatres on
November 8.

“An FIR was registered
against the director, pro-
ducers and dialogue writer
of Hellaro over the utte-
rance of word ‘Harijan’ by
one of its characters, consi-
dered derogatory by mem-
bers of Scheduled Caste to
which it referred,” an offi-
cial of Kagdapith police sta-
tion here said.

The FIR was registered
on Monday evening after a
complaint was filed by
Congress corporator Jam-
naben Vegda, who claimed
she was agitated after hear-
ing the word uttered by
one of the characters in the
film a few minutes
post-interval.

Director Abhishek Shah,
and producers Ashish Pa-
tel, Aayush Patel, Mit Jani,
Pratik Gupta, and dialogue
writer Saumya Joshi have
been booked under Sec-
tions 3 (1) and 5, among
others, of the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, the police official said.
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Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thacke

LR

ray, son Aaditya and other leaders at a press conference

after a meeting with party MLAs at a resort in Madh Island on Tuesday. =vijav BaTe

President’s Rule, we can
form government. We all
want Uddhaviji as our CM.”

However, Mr Thackeray
soon held a press conference
wherein he clarified that it is
BJP who has closed doors on
the alliance option.

He said, “They have fin-
ished that option, not me.
They approached me before
Lok Sabha elections this year
for an alliance. Whatever
was decided, I simply want-
ed it’s implementation. BJP
trying to prove me a liar is
angering. Chandrakant Patil
said BJP does not want to
form government and has gi-
ven us best wishes to go with
Congress-NCP. We still con-
sider BJP a friend. How can
we not take the path they
have shown us (to go with

Congress-NCP)? Hindutva is
our ideology. Not fulfilling
promises is not Hindutva.
Politics might be going in a
new direction now. Let us
wait.”

Mr. Thackeray also used a
point from the Congress-NCP
press conference to prove
that he had only gotten in
touch with the two parties
on Monday.

“BJP had said that Shiv Se-
na was talking to Congress-
NCP thrice a day since elec-
tions but today, in the joint
press conference, it is clear
that Sena contacted Con-
gress-NCP for first time only
yesterday. On some issues,
like Congress-NCP, Shiv Sena
also wants clarity. That is
why we had asked for 48
hours time. But instead, Go-

vernor gave us six months.
Now, Sena, Congress-NCP
will sit together and work on
a common  minimum
program.”

He further said, “I am
looking at alliances such as
PDP-BJP and others and
compiling that information.
BJP had also allied with
Chandrababu Naidu, Nitish
Kumar, Ramvilas Paswan.
Based on this information,
we will decide how parties
with different ideologies will
come together.”

Mr. Thackeray said, “Our
claim to form government,
that we presented before Go-
vernor, still stays the same.”
He also thanked party MP Ar-
vind Sawant, who resigned
from his post of Union Minis-
ter of Heavy Industries.

Patil, Shelar visit Raut in hospital

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

Senior BJP leaders Harsh-
vardhan Patil and Ashish
Shelar visited Shiv Sena lead-
er Sanjay Raut, admitted to
Lilavati Hospital, on Tues-
day. Mr. Raut had tweeted a
couplet earlier in the morn-
ing about keeping up the
fight and a picture released
on social media shows him
sitting up and writing from
his hospital bed.

In the middle of hectic
political activities on Mon-
day, Mr. Raut was taken to
the hospital as he com-
plained of chest pain. He la-
ter underwent an angioplas-

ty.

Mr. Raut spent the night in
Intensive Care Unit and was
shifted to the ward at 7 a.m.
on Tuesday. “He is stable and
has been meeting people,
watching the news on the te-
levision and carrying out a
lot of paperwork,” said a doc-
tor adding that they have ad-
vised him to go easy. “He is
most likely to be discharged
on Wednesday,” he said. Mr.
Raut was detected with two
severe heart blockages and
he was implanted with three
stents on Monday evening.
The procedure was carried
out by interventional cardiol-
ogist Dr. Ajit Menon.

On Tuesday morning, Mr.
Raut tweeted a couplet by

Harivanshrai Bachchan
about continuing effort and
said, “We will succeed, defi-
nitely”. Pictures also did
rounds on social media
where Mr. Raut is seen sitting
up on his hospital bed and
writing on a piece of paper,
possibly the editorial for Se-
na mouthpiece Saamana.

Sena chief Uddhav Thack-
eray told reporters later in
the day that Mr. Raut is re-
cuperating.

The visit by Mr. Patil and
Mr. Shelar triggered some
speculation about Sena, BJP
alliance, but Mr. Shelar
called it a courtesy visit and
said there was no political
angle to it.

Fadnavis
ceases to be
caretaker CM

SHARAD VYAS
MUMBAI

With the imposition of
President’s Rule on Tues-
day, Devendra Fadnavis
ceases to be caretaker
Chief Minister and the de
facto administrative con-
trol of the government
passes into the hands of
Chief Secretary Ajoy Meh-
ta. The Governor would
soon get an advisor to as-
sist him in day-to-day ac-
tivities of the government.
The advisor could be any-
body including a bureau-
crat or even a person with
political affiliations, offi-
cials said.

Senior officials in the
state Law and Judiciary de-
partment said no major
policy decisions could be
taken during the time.
Provisions for any natural
calamity would come
from the consolidated
funds. If the rule stretches
till the Budget is due, the
Parliament could pass an
appropriation Bill, also
known as supply Bill or
spending Bill, as the law
authorises the expendi-
ture of government funds
in the State.

“The Bill brings with it
approval of the legislature
necessary for the govern-
ment to spend money. It
has happened in the past
in Maharashtra and can be
done again if necessary,”
said a senior official.

Sources said the minis-
ters also get 15 days to va-
cate their official bunga-
lows including the Chief
Minister.

Pune court rejects Gautam
Navlakha’s anticipatory bail plea

Also denies application seeking three-day extension from arrest

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

A special UAPA court in
Pune on Tuesday rejected
the anticipatory bail plea of
Delhi-based journalist, auth-
or and civil rights activist
Gautam Navlakha, an ac-
cused in the Elgaar Parishad
case as well as for alleged
links with the outlawed
Communist Party of India
(Maoist).

It is expected that Mr.
Navlakha will be soon taken
in custody by the Pune pol-
ice as the extension of his in-
terim relief period granted
by the Supreme Court in Oc-
tober expired on Tuesday.

Additional Sessions Judge
S.R. Navandar passed the or-
der on Mr. Navlakha’s plea,
while also rejecting an appli-
cation filed by defence coun-
sel Ragini Ahuja seeking a
three-day extension of his in-
terim protection to enable
him to move the Bombay
High Court.

In his order, Judge Navan-
dar observed that it was
clear that there is prima fa-
cie sufficient material to
show that the applicant is
not only a member of
banned organisation (CPI-
Maoist) but an active leader
(of the outlawed outfit).

Pune city police authori-
ties, meanwhile, refused to
comment on whether the
process to take Mr. Navlakha
in custody had been set in
motion.

“I cannot comment
anything on when he [Mr.
Navlakha] will be arrested.
We will inform in due course
of time,” said Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Suhas
Bavache.

The Pune police is prob-
ing Mr. Navlakha, along with
21 other prominent lawyers,
academics, Dalit and human
rights activists, in this case
in which so far nine persons
have been booked under re-
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levant provisions of the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) and the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

“Prima facie, it can be
noted that organisation of
Elgaar Parishad at Pune was
a part of a larger conspiracy
of the banned organization
[CPI (Maoist)] and Bhima Ko-
regaon episode is one of the
instance of execution of the
said conspiracy. Therefore,
the question of jurisdiction
either of Pune police or of
this Court [as challenged by
the defence] cannot be said
to have merits, at least at this
stage,” read Judge Navan-
dar’s order.

It further noted that the
investigating machinery had
been making efforts to arrest
the applicant for custodial
interrogation since August
2018.

“However, the applicant
was getting protection from
higher courts either in the
matter of quashing for FIR
or in the matter of challeng-
ing the legality of his pre-
vious arrest,” read the judg-
e’s order, which observed
that as a result, the investi-
gating machinery had not
been able to interrogate Mr.
Navlakha effectively till this
day.

“From the above facts,
what is transpired is that un-
less the applicant [Mr. Nav-
lakha] is taken in custody
and interrogated thorough-
ly, it is not possible to go to

Gautam Navlakha being arrested in Delhi last year. =riLe
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the root of the case and to
trace out the different links
which have been traced in
the letter communication of
the members of the banned
organization [CPI (Maoist)],”
said Judge Navandar in his
order.

Earlier, the Bombay High
Court had directed Mr. Nav-
lakha to approach the Pune
sessions court for anticipato-
ry bail.

The Delhi-based activist
had accordingly withdrawn
his anticipatory bail plea in
the Bombay High Court and
filed a plea the next day.

In September this year,
the Bombay High Court had
refused to quash the Pune
police’s case against Mr. Nav-
lakha. The case was regis-
tered under Sections of the
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA) and various
sections of the IPC, which in-
cluded charging the activist
with sedition.

However, the high court
had extended his interim re-
lief from arrest by three
weeks, allowing him to ap-
peal in the Supreme Court.

On October 4, the apex
court had extended him pro-
tection from arrest till Oc-
tober 15. This was extended
by a further four weeks and
is due to expire today.

Last week, the Pune court
had heard the arguments of
both the prosecution and
the defence on Mr. Navlak-
ha’s plea.




IN BRIEF

Congress leader

K.J. George on ED's radar
BENGALURU

Congress leader K.J. George
is being investigated by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here for probable
violation of provisions of the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act. The agency
has started a probe into the
offshore investments made
by the former Minister.

Probe death of Maoists,
says Kerala HC

KOCHI

The Kerala High Court
ordered to probe the
circumstances under which
the death of Maoists Karthik
and Manivasakam had
occurred. . It also ordered to
find if the police officers, who
had participated in the
encounter, committed any
offence in relation to the
death of the duo.

Mother of Walayar
victims moves HC

KOCHI

The mother of the Walayar
girls, who were found dead
after being sexually assaulted
at Walayar in Palakad in 2017,
has approached the Kerala
High Court to reverse the trial
court judgement acquitting
two accused in the case.

Judgment day for
disqualified legislators
BENGALURU

The political uncertainty
around disqualification of
rebel Congress and Janata Dal
(Secular) legislators is
expected to see a closure on
Wednesday with the Supreme
Court listing the case for
order in the morning.

TTD plans to introduce
barcoded laddu tokens
TIRUMALA

To check the black marketing
of laddus, the TTD has
resolved to introduce barcode
system in the issuance of
laddu tokens. The main
intention behind the move is
to ensure that the laddus
reach genuine pilgrims.

Andhra Pradesh shelves
Amaravati start-up project

Government had forged a collaboration in 2017 with a Singapore consortium

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA
The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to refrain
from proceeding further in
the Start-up Area Develop-
ment Project of 6.84 sq. km
and to wind up the Amarava-
ti Development Partners Pvt.
Ltd. (ADP) by voluntary li-
quidation on a mutual con-
sent basis.

A GO said the decision
was arrived at after careful
examination of the project.

‘No longer feasible’

The Singapore government
acknowledged on Tuesday
the termination of the pro-
ject in Amaravati awarded to
a consortium of its compa-
nies by the then Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu.
The government in 2017 had
forged a collaboration to de-
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Massive structure: The 125 feet tall Dhyana Buddha statue in

Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh. =fiLe pHOTO

velop the project, with the
consortium holding the ma-
jority stake.

The project envisaged de-
velopment and marketing of
the available land in the
start-up area for offices and
other commercial activities
to companies and institu-

tions across the globe.

A statement issued by the
Singapore Amaravati Invest-
ment Holdings (SAIH) said
following a change in the
scenario, it was no longer
feasible to develop the pro-
posed project as originally
planned and therefore it was

mutually agreed to termi-
nate it.

Opportunities in A.P.
Singapore Minister in-charge
of Trade Relations S. Iswa-
ran, in a separate press state-
ment, said: “We note that
the newly elected govern-
ment of A.P. has decided not
to proceed with the start-up
area given its other priorities
for the State.”

Mr. Iswaran, however,
said that Singapore compa-
nies remained interested in
opportunities in Andhra Pra-
desh and other Indian States
because of the size and po-
tential of the market.

He said the project had
cost the Singapore compa-
nies a few million dollars and
that its closure would not im-
pact their investment plans
in India.
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Human error suspected in
Hyderabad train collision

Loco pilot critical; booked for endangering public safety

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD

The train collision that left 17
people injured here on Mon-
day occurred due to “human
error” on the part of a loco
pilot, now in a critical condi-
tion, and he has been
booked on charges including
endangering public safety,
railway and police officials
said on Tuesday.

A day after the accident
involving two slow-moving
trains at the Kacheguda rail-
way station, an official said
according to the preliminary
information, suspected hu-
man error appeared to be
the cause as the MMTS train
had overshot the signal.

The Commissioner of
Railway Safety will dig deep
and inspect all the available
records and evidence, the
official said.

In every inquiry there

Armless hero conquers Kerala Chief Minister’s heart

He hands over
funds collected
through foot
pamtlngs

ABDUL LATHEEF NAHA
PALAKKAD

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan shared a fasci-
nating Facebook post on
Tuesday, leaving an interest-
ing note along with half a do-
zen pictures with a different-
ly abled youngster from
Alathur, near here.

For people who did not
know Pranav M.B., the arm-
less B.Com undergraduate
from Government College,
Chittur, it was an amazing
post by the Chief Minister
which would move any hu-
man heart.

But those who know the

Rare post: Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in a Facebook post
shared a photo of Pranav M.B. taking a selfie with him.

youth say he is a hero.

Mr. Pranav met Mr. Vi-
jayan in Thiruvananthapu-
ram along with his parents
on his birthday and handed
over the funds he collected
through the foot paintings he
did in reality shows to the

Chief Minister’s Distress Re-
lief Fund.

The Chief Minister was
touched by the cheque Mr.
Pranav ‘handed over’ to him
with his right foot.

“It is an invaluable contri-
bution,” Mr. Vijayan wrote in

Enhancing productivity

Workers loading power tiller machines, manufactured by the Kerala Agro Machinery Corporation Ltd, into a goods wagon at

Palakkad Junction on Tuesday. The product will help small farmers in Assam in mechanised farming

K.K. MUSTAFAH

Sabarimala all set for
2019-20 season

Elaborate facilities for devotees

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Elaborate  arrangements
have been made at the San-
nidhanam, Pampa, Nilackal
and at the key transit points
of Ettumanur, Erumely,
Chengannur and Pandalam
for Ayyappa devotees pro-
ceeding to Sabarimala dur-
ing the ensuing Mandalam-
Makaravilakku season.
Replying to a submission
by O. Rajgopal (BJP) in the
Kerala Assembly on Tues-
day, Minister for Devaswom
Kadakampally Surendran
said the Travancore Devas-
wom Board and various go-
vernment departments had
made elaborate arrange-
ments for the 2019-20 sea-
son beginning November 17.

CcM
K

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan had made a final re-
view of the arrangements on
November 9.

The repair and mainte-
nance of 17 roads leading to
Pampa will be completed by
the Public Works Depart-
ment before November 15.
The restrictions on heavy
vehicles in the Nilackal-
Pampa corridor and the ban
on parking of vehicles in
Pampa are on the basis of an
High Court order. Light veh-
icles will be allowed on the
stretch and they will have to
return to Nilackal after
dropping the pilgrims.

The Kerala State Road
Transport Corporation will
operate chain services on
the stretch.

his FB post. The post has
gone viral on social media
with people eulogizing the
Chief Minister for sparing
time to meet Mr. Pranav.

Two pictures stood out,
though. One showing Mr. Vi-
jayan ‘shaking legs’ with Mr.
Pranav by extending a hand
to touch the youth’s toes and
the other portraying the
armless man taking a selfie
with the smiling Chief
Minister.

None else would have a ta-
ken a selfie with a foot along
with the Chief Minister.

Mr. Vijayan has gleefully
mentioned the selfie in his
post. Mr. Pranav told the
Chief Minister that his father
Balasubramaniam and moth-
er Swarnakumari were his
arms in life.

The Chief Minister’s post

quoted Mr. Pranav as repos-
ing confidence in the govern-
ment.

Youth icon

Mr. Pranav was in the news
when he polled his maiden
vote using the second toe of
his right foot in the Lok Sab-
ha elections held on April 23
this year. The social media
had called him a hero then.

The district administra-
tion had roped him in as the
youth icon representing the
differently abled for the Sys-
tematic Voter Education and
Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme con-
ducted by the Election
Commission.

He had also contributed to
the CMDRF the funds he col-
lected through foot paintings
soon after the floods in 2018.

Back on track: Workers restoring the power lines at the
Kacheguda station in Hyderabad on Tuesday. =«k.v.s.GlIrI

were different angles. The
Commissioner would hold
the statutory inquiry on
Wednesday and public can
give evidence, the official
said adding notices in this
regard had been put up at
the Secunderabad and the
Kacheguda railway stations.

The loco pilot was being
treated for multiple pro-
blems and had been put on
ventilator at a private hospi-
tal, a doctor told reporters
here.

He has suffered multiple
injuries, including rib frac-
tures.

Maradu flats; HC recalls

interim bail

MOHAMED IMRANULLAH S.
CHENNAI
The Madras High Court on
Tuesday recalled an interim
inter-State anticipatory bail
granted by it on October 18
to Sandeep Mehta, Manag-
ing Director of Jain Housing
and Constructions Limited,
in the Maradu illegal apart-
ments construction case.
His multi-storey building
Jain Coral Cove is one of the
four to be demolished in Ja-
nuary in compliance with
Supreme Court orders for
violation of Coastal Regula-
tory Zone (CRZ) norms.
Justice C.V. Karthikeyan
recalled his order after State
Public Prosecutor (SPP) A.
Natarajan accused the peti-
tioner of having suppressed

[ndia-US. disaster relief
exercise from today

Interoperability for conducting operations is the aim

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM

In tune with the growing
partnership between India
and the U.S., the maiden In-
dia-U.S. joint tri-services Hu-
manitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) Exer-
cise named “Tiger Triumph”
is scheduled on the Eastern
seaboard from November 13
to 21.

Naval ships Jalashwa, Ai-
ravat and Sandhayak, troops
from 19 Madras and 7
Guards, MI-17 helicopters
and Rapid Action Medical
Team (RAMT) would be par-
ticipating in the exercise.
The U.S. would be represent-
ed by US Navy Ship German-
town with troops from US
Third Marine Division.

The exercise is aimed at
developing interoperability
for  conducting HADR
operations.
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Joint exercise: Landing craft sailing to the shore with USS

Germantown in the background.

The harbour phase is
scheduled in Visakhapat-
nam from November 13 to
16.

The opening ceremony
along with a joint flag parade
and media interaction will
be held on board INS Jalash-
wa on November 14.

Personnel from both na-
vies would also participate
in training, visits, subject

matter exchange, sports and
social interaction.

On completion of the har-
bour phase, the ships, with
troops embarked, would sail
for the sea phase and under-
take maritime, amphibious
and HADR operations. On
reaching the HADR area at
Kakinada, the landing of re-
lief forces would be underta-
ken to the exercise scenario.

Western Ghats still home to a rich stock of butterflies

Three-day survey finds 191 species, 12 of which are endemic to the biodiversity-rich region

E.M. MANOJ
KALPETTA

The Western Ghats is still
home to a rich stock of but-
terflies, a survey that ended
in the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary (WWS) on Mon-
day has found.

There were sightings of
191 species of butterflies, 12
of which are endemic to the
biodiversity-rich region. The
first-time sighting of Silver
forget me not, Common
three ring, and Brown onyx
was also recorded. The sight-
ing of Silver forget me not
was reported only from
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary
in Idukki district of Kerala.

The three-day survey was
done jointly by the Forest
and Wildlife Department in
association with Ferns Na-
ture Conservation Society
(FNCS).
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Brown onyx, Common three ring, Peacock royal, and Tamil lacewing sighted at the Wayanad Wildlife

Sanctuary during a butterfly survey that concluded on Monday.

The survey was conduct-
ed in all the four forest rang-
es under the sanctuary, in-
cluding Muthanga,
Tholpetty, Kurichyad and
Sulthan Bathery forest rang-
es, simultaneously.

The survey was aimed at
assessing the butterfly diver-
sity in the region, which is
vulnerable to climatic chang-
es. It was also to assess the
availability of nectar plant
and larval host plant, essen-

tial for the survival of butter-
flies. As many as 18 camps
were set up in the way of the
annual migration of butter-
flies. Four researchers, V.C.
Balakrishnan of Society for
Environment  Education,
Payyannur; Balakrishnan Va-
lappil and V.K. Chandrash-
ekharan of Malabar Natural
History Society; and C. Sush-
anth of Warblers and Wad-
ers, a Thiruvananthapuram-
based Nature lovers forum,;

as well as 70 butterfly enthu-
siasts, including students,
took part in the survey.

Low diversity

“The diversity of butterflies
was very low in the forest
areas where the alien inva-
sive plant like Senna specta-
bilis invades other endemic
plants, whereas the diversity
was very rich in areas where
plants like Mikania micran-
tha and Lantana camera re-

mained dominant, the re-
searchers said. The team
reported 60 species of Nym-
phalidae; 49 Lycanidae; 45
Hesperidae; 21 Pieridae; 14
Papplionedae and 2 species
of Riodinidae, P.A. Vinayan,
president, FNCS, said.

“The sighting of 191 spe-
cies of butterflies is an evi-
dence of a healthy butterfly
habitat in the region, but the
degradation of riparian for-
est in many parts of the re-
gion may adversely affect the
habitat in the near future,”
said Mr. Vinayan, who coor-
dinated the survey.

Warden P.K. Asif super-
vised the programme. The
survey would help the Forest
department to prepare for-
est management plan in the
region,” Assistant Conserva-
tor of Forests Ajith K Raman
said.

of realtor

certain crucial facts before
the court while obtaining
the interim anticipatory bail
for a period of four weeks.

The SPP claimed that the
petitioner ought to have ap-
proached the High Court of
Kerala seeking a regular an-
ticipatory bail since he had a
branch office over there and
had been frequenting the
place for business purposes.
The petitioner was not entit-
led to seek inter-State inte-
rim advance bail from the
Madras High Court, he said.

The realtor’s counsel did
not dispute that his client’s
firm had a branch office in
Kerala but asserted that the
petitioner did not have any
permanent residence in Ker-
ala.

~ ‘AkshayaPatra

~ took govt. nod
to keep off
onions in meal’

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

While the new midday
meal menu stipulated by
the Department of Public
Instruction specifies that
onion should be included,
the Karnataka government
has given an exemption to
the Akshaya Patra Founda-
tion. The non-governmen-
tal organisation, which
provides midday meals to
lakhs of students, does not
use either garlic or onion in
its food preparations.

At a press conference on
Tuesday, K.G. Jagadeesha,
Commissioner for Public
Instruction, said one of the
clauses in the order states
that if NGOs wish to make
any changes to the menu,
they need to approach the
government.

“The foundation has al-
ready taken permission
from the government for
their menu,” he said, ad-
ding that the National Insti-
tute of Nutrition has stated
that the food the founda-
tion provides is in com-
pliance with the nutritional
guidelines mandated by
the Ministry of Human Re-

source Development
(MHRD).
According to MHRD

norms, each serving sup-
plied to lower primary stu-
dents should have 450 kcal
energy and 12 gm protein.
For upper primary classes
it should be 700 kcal with
20 gm protein per serving.
Mr. Jagadeesha added that
the menu was revised only
to break the monotony for
students.

The controversy over
the inclusion of onion and
garlic had reared its head
in November 2018, after
the department had issued
a notice urging the founda-
tion to include both items
in its midday meals.

Although the Karnataka
government had initially
refused to sign a contract
with it, it later relented.

A ND-NDE
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Pneumonia, diarrhoea still a big threat

Progress short on ensuring children have access to prevention and treatment services, finds global study

Delhi High Court judge
appointed CCl member
NEW DELHI

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet has
approved the proposal for
the appointment of Delhi
High Court judge Sangita
Dhingra Sehgal as a member
of the Competition
Commission of India (CCl).
Justice Sehgal will serve as a
member of the CCl for a
period of five years from the
date of assumption of charge
or till attaining the age of 65
years. She joined the Delhi
High Court as an additional
judge on December 15, 2014,
and became a permanent
judge on June 2, 2016.

ED opens probe into U.P.
mining lease renewal case
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has opened a money
laundering probe into the
alleged illegal renewal of 13
sand-mining leases at
Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh.
The case involves two IAS
officers posted as District
Magistrates then. The CBI had
registered an FIR against 12
persons, including Ajay Kumar
Singh, a 1998-batch officer,
and Pawan Kumar, a 2008-
batch officer. The others were
the alleged beneficiaries.

Abir Lavasa, linked firm
under ED scanner

NEW DELHI

Election Commissioner Ashok
Lavasa's son Abir and a firm
linked to him have come
under the radar of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
for alleged violations of forex
regulations, officials said on
Tuesday. They said the agency
had filed a case under the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA) to
probe Abir Lavasa and about
¥7.25 crore funds raised early
this year by a firm — Nourish
Organic Foods Pvt Ltd —
linked to him. pmi

C-295 transport plane clears cost negotiations

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The 10th pneumonia and
diarrhoea progress report
card has found that health
systems are falling short of
ensuring the world’s most
vulnerable children access to
prevention and treatment
services in the 23 countries
that together account for
75% of global pneumonia
and diarrhoea deaths in chil-
dren under five.

India, which is home to a
large population of under-
five children, accounts for a
major portion of these
deaths, notes the report.

“Rollout of rotavirus vac-
cines, beginning in 2016, and
the pneumococcal conjugate
vaccine, beginning in 2017,
helped India’s scores im-
prove. India’s exclusive
breastfeeding rate, at 55%, is
among the highest of the 23
countries. However, the pro-
portion of children receiving
important treatments, as

= Pneumonia
killed more than

1,27,000
children under five in
2018 - more than 14
children every hour

Fighting for breath

A look at how pneumonia has affected children under five in India

53%
caused
by child
wasting

with many other countries,
remains below targets. Half
of the children with diar-
rhoea receive ORS (oral rehy-
dration solution) and 20%
receive zinc supplementa-
tion — to help protect
against, prevent and treat
pneumonia and diarrhoea,”
notes the report.

This report analyses how
effectively countries are deli-

due to pneumonia in

2017. It was the

second biggest killer
of children under five

Highest risk factors for child pneumonia deaths in India were:

22%
caused by
indoor air
pollution

‘I 4_0/0 of deaths were = 7% average annual rate of reduction
in pneumonia mortality between 2000-2018

= At the same rate, India is expected to reach
the 2025 Global Action Plan for Pneumonia and
Diarrhoea target in 2026

SOURCE: SAVE THE CHILDREN, UNICEF AND EVERY BREATH COUNTS COALITION

vering 10 key interventions,
including breastfeeding, vac-
cination, access to care, use
of antibiotics, ORS, and zinc
supplementation.
Additional reports from
organisations like Save the
Children and UNICEF have
noted that, in 2017, the high-
est risk factors for child
pneumonia death in India
were: 53% caused by child

Centre likely to release data on

drinking water, sanitation soon

It will give an idea of the performance of Swachh Bharat

SUVOJIT BAGCHI
KOLKATA

By the end of November, the
Centre is expected to release
the data on drinking water,
sanitation, hygiene and
housing conditions, which
will provide a comprehen-
sive idea about the on
ground success or failure of
the Swachh Bharat cam-
paign, Pravin Srivastava,
Chief Statistician of India,
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), said on Tuesday at
the sidelines of a two-day

conference of Central and
State statistical organisa-
tions here.

The 76th round of the
countrywide survey of the
National Sample Survey Of-
fice (NSSO) under the MoSPI
was conducted between July
2018 and December 2018.
“We are looking at the re-
sults and hopefully, I think,
within this month it should
get out,” Mr. Srivastava said.

The survey will formally
indicate how the Swachh
Bharat campaign performed
over the last half a decade.

So far, private agencies have
done such surveys and ack-
nowledged the achieve-
ments of the campaign.
“Achievements of the
campaign are not only in
completion of toilet con-
struction. The campaign will
be considered successful
when it would be able to in-
fluence other indicators like
outbreak of disease or ac-
cess to clean water. This
round of survey is important
as it would provide informa-
tion on those indicators,”
said a public health expert.

Tata-Airbus aircraft will replace the Air Force’s ageing fleet of Avros

N e A
Afile photo of the C
transport aircraft.

-295

tions with Tata and Airbus

bus C-295 transport air-

Air Force (IAF).

the C-295 deal have been

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministry has
concluded cost negotia-

for the purchase of the Air-
craft as part of the long-de-
layed Avro replacement
programme of the Indian

“Cost negotiations for

completed. It is now being
processed to put it up for
clearance from the Cabinet
Committee on Security
(CCS). It is expected to be
signed in the next few
months,” a senior Defence
official said.

Initially, after the com-
pletion of cost negotia-
tions, it was felt that a
waiver from the Defence
Acquisition Council would

be needed on some techni-
cal issues.
sources said the issue “has
now been resolved.”

The IAF has 56 Avro
transport aircraft which
are in urgent need of re-
placement. A further six
aircraft for a maritime mis-
sion role for the Indian
Coast Guard have been ad-
ded taking the total num-
ber required to 62, esti-

But Defence

YMCA in TN. barred from receiving foreign funds

FCRA registration of over 1,800 NGOs, educational instititutes has been cancelled

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

More than 1,800 NGOs and
academic institutes found to
be violating laws pertaining
to foreign funding have been
banned by the government
from receiving overseas
funds this year, officials said
on Tuesday.

Among those whose regis-
tration under the Foreign
Contribution  (Regulation)
Act has been banned include
the University of Rajasthan,

Allahabad Agricultural Insti-
tute, Young Men’s Christian
Association, Tamil Nadu,
and Swami Vivekananda
Educational Society, Karna-
taka.

“With the cancellation of
the FCRA registration, all
NGOs and academic institu-
tions were prohibited from
accepting foreign contribu-
tion,” a Home Ministry offi-
cial said. The FCRA registra-
tion of these organisations
was cancelled mostly due to

their failure to submit an-
nual income and expendi-
ture statement on foreign
funding for up to six years
despite repeated reminders.

As per FCRA guidelines,
registered associations are
required to submit electroni-
cally an annual report with
scanned copies of income
and expenditure statement,
receipts and payment ac-
count, and balance sheet
within nine months of the
closure of the financial year.

Proposed relocation of ‘killer’
jumbo leads to protest in Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Shutdowns and protests are
dime a dozen in Assam. The
latest is over the reported re-
location of a “killer” ele-
phant from a jungle in west-
ern Assam to another in the
central part of the State, 300
km away.

A large number of people
in central Assam’s Lumding
took to the streets on Tues-
day to protest against the
State Forest Department’s
alleged move to relocate the
elephant that was captured
on Monday.

Padma Hazarika, a BJP le-
gislator, whose family has a
history of taming wild ele-
phants and keeping them as
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The rogue which was
captured in western Assam's
Goalpara district.

pets, had helped a team
tranquillise the rogue from
the Rangjuli area of western
Assam’s Goalpara district.
“What does the govern-

ment want by sending a kill-
er elephant to our part of the
State? Are we expendable?”
asked P. Dutta, a Lumding
resident among the
protestors.

Wildlife officials said no
decision had been taken to
send the elephant to the
Lumding Reserve Forest, as
rumoured.

“The elephant bears inju-
ry marks and needs treat-
ment. We are not thinking of
relocating it now, as the
priority is on providing
treatment,” Chief Conserva-
tor of Forest Akashdeep Ba-
ruah, who headed the com-
mittee to catch the elephant
said to have killed five peo-
ple, told The Hindu.

Associations which do not
receive foreign contribution
during a particular year are
also required to furnish a
‘NIL return.

Other associations whose
FCRA registration has been
cancelled include Institute of
Pulmocare and Research,
West Bengal, National Geo-
physical Research Institute,
Telangana, National Institute
of Virology, Maharashtra,
and Baptist Christian Asso-
ciation, Maharashtra.

mated to cost upwards of
$3 billion. While sources
expressed optimism that
the deal would be signed
in this financial year, it is
contingent on the availa-
bility of funds. The IAF has
a situation where commit-
ted liabilities for this year
are more than the capital
allocation in the budget
and few big ticket deals are
on the agenda.

wasting, 27% by outdoor air
pollution, and 22% caused
by indoor air pollution from
solid fuels.

Pulmonologit Prashant
Saxena from Max Hospital,
Saket noted that children are
the worst hit by sustained
high levels of air pollution.

The report card concludes
that the global community
must increase investment

and support countries in de-
veloping smart, sustainable
strategies that close gaps and
accelerate progress. Global-
ly, pneumonia and diarrhoea
led to nearly one of every
four deaths in children un-
der five years of age in 2017.

Released ahead of World
Pneumonia Day, on Novem-
ber 12, the 2019 Pneumonia
and Diarrhoea Progress Re-
port Card, by the Interna-
tional Vaccine Access Center
(IVAC) at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public
Health, describes progress in
fighting pneumonia and
diarrhoea in countries with
the highest absolute number
of deaths, and for the first
time in countries with the
highest rates of deaths from
these illnesses.

Bill Moss, Professor in the
Department of International
Health, noted that newer
vaccines were not yet reach-
ing most children in these 23
countries.

Chhattisgarh moots law
to protect journalists

SIDHARTH YADAV

BHOPAL
A committee headed by
former Supreme Court

judge Aftab Alam has sought
public comments on a draft
Bill to safeguard mediaper-
sons in Chhattisgarh from
harassment, intimidation
and violence.

“Justice Alam will visit
Raipur, Ambikapur and Bas-
tar from November 16 to 18
to take suggestions from lo-
cal journalists, media
groups and the general pu-
blic,” Ruchir Garg, a mem-
ber of the committee and
the Chief Minister’s media
adviser, told The Hindu.
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel was committed to in-
troducing a pro-journalist
law, Mr. Garg added.

The committee was set
up in March to draft a law to
foster an atmosphere whe-
rein journalists could per-
form their work fearlessly,
the State government said in
a statement. The draft
Chhattisgarh Protection of
Mediapersons Act proposes
that within 30 days of enact-
ment of the law “the govern-
ment shall constitute a Com-
mittee for the Protection of
Mediapersons to deal with
complaints of harassment,
intimidation or violence, or
unfair prosecution and ar-
rests of media persons”.

. WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

L

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Wednesday: No weather warning issued by IMD

Cary RAIN MAX  MIN aTy RAIN MAX MIN :
¢ Agartala............. 0.6....29.1....20.8  Kozhikode.................... —....33.0....25.0 :

Kurnool .. ...32.4...22.7

Lucknow. .29.4....14.7
¢ Allahabad.. Madurai.. 32.7..243
: Bengaluru . Mangaluru . .30.9....23.5 ¢
: Bhopal.......... Mumbai.. .343...22.8
: Bhubaneswar. Mysuru... .28.2...21.0
¢ Chandigarh New Delh .28.0....11.7 :
: Chennai ........ Patna ..... ..29.6....17.0 :
: Coimbatore.... Port Blair .31.1...24.4
¢ Dehradun.. Puducherry .32.6....22.8 :
¢ Gangtok Pune....... .30.7....17.4 ¢
: Goa....... Raipur .29.5....18.7 :
: Guwahati .. Ranchi.... .27.2....14.0 :
¢ Hubballi.... Shillong.. .20.5....11.0 :
: Hyderabad Shimla.... .20.6....10.4 :
: Imphal...... SHNAGAr....ceiivieeciecce e = — s 0.6 :
: Jaipur ... Thiruvananthapuram... .32.9...24.2
¢ Kochi.... ...12.3...31.0....24.4 Tiruchi........... .32.8....24.0 :
: Kohima. ...13.8....24.2....10.5 Vijayawada .... 324,235 ¢
© Kolkata........c........ —....30.1....22.5 Visakhapatnam .............—.... 31.7...25.7 :

© (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

: Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES S0 NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Ahmedabad..... .. - 294 33 .227 175 ..A In observation made at 4
Bengalqru ....... 12 .- 96 ... - .102 ... p.m., Panipat, Haryana,

: Chennai. .. 10 .18 07 ...62 ..81 ..M  recorded an overall air

: Delhi..... . 22 .78 75 ..462 .428 ..M  quality index (AQI) score of

: Hyderabad..... 06 .56 35 ..141 .118 ... s 'oﬂfdll;’-;ltlm?oﬁ severe
 Kollata.......... 09 59 38 .224 .166 ..M 8 PR O N, :
¢ Lucknow . 04 .25 39 ..386 ... — ..M recorded a healthy AQI score
Mumbai . . .— .41 35 171 .131 ... of 42 :
: Pune.. . 78 .11 64 ..133 .102 ...

¢ Visakhapatnam 04 .46 34 ...57 .91 ..M

© Air Quality Code: Ml Poor

: §02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
: and monuments.

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

© NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
: critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
. dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :
: death in people with heart or lung disease :
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Betrayal of the mandate

The Sena overplayed its hand in Maharashtra,
and a fresh poll seems the best course now

he political drama in Maharashtra that continued
Tunabated since the Assembly election results on
October 24 has been brought to an end, albeit
temporarily, by the imposition of President’s rule. The
Maharashtra verdict was unambiguous and in favour of
the BJP-Shiv Sena pre-poll alliance, but the partners
could not agree on the terms of power sharing, leading
to prolonged haggling between them. The Sena’s claim
for the Chief Minister’s post initially appeared to be
brinkmanship to extract a hard bargain with the BJP but
it tripped over its greed and intrigues. The Sena is the
BJP’s oldest ally and both are bound by a competitive
adherence to Hindutva. The Sena’s claim was also not
justified by the verdict — it got 56 seats of the 288, while
the BJP won nearly double that figure. The BJP, en-
sconced at the Centre and ever willing to use power to
constrain its adversaries, did not relent. The Sena over-
played its hand by parting with the BJP and quitting the
Union government. It miscalculated the alternative sce-
nario of leading a State government with the support of
the Congress and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP).
The idea of a Congress-NCP-Sena coalition govern-

The problem with re-basing GDP estimates

Introducing a new series without any changes will only entrench methodological problems and affect data credibility

L’

R. NAGARAJ &
RAJESWARI SENGUPTA

tral Statistics Office (CSO) pro-

poses to replace the gross dom-
estic product (GDP) series of
2011-12 base year with a new set of
National Accounts using 2017-18 as
the base-year. According to the
chief statistician, this will be done
as soon as the new consumer ex-
penditure survey and the Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) results
become available. Normally, re-
basing is a routine administrative
decision of any national statistics
office.

In the next few months, the Cen-

Background to the dispute

But these are not normal times in
India for users and producers of
the national accounts. For the past
four years there has been a raging
controversy over the current GDP
figures on account of questionable

ries of GDP with 2011-12 as base-
year, replacing the earlier series
with the base-year 2004-05. Pe-
riodic rebasing of GDP series every
seven to 10 years is carried out to
account for the changing econom-
ic structure and relative prices.
Such re-basing usually led to a
marginal rise in the absolute GDP
size on account of better capturing
of domestic production using im-
proved methods and new databas-
es. However, the underlying
growth rates seldom change,
meaning that the rebasing does
not alter the underlying pace of
economic expansion.

The 2011-12 base year revision
was different, however. The abso-
lute GDP size in the new base year
2011-12 contracted by 2.3% (com-
pared to the old series), and the
annual GDP growth rate went up
sharply from 4.8% in the old series
to 6.2% in 2013-14. Similarly, the
manufacturing sector growth rate
for 2013-14, swung from (-) 0.7% in
the old series to (+) 5.3% in the
2011-12 series. Such large varia-
tions in growth rates for the same
year may be justified if the mate-
rial conditions of production war-
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based on actual corporate tax re-
turns. It shows that the fixed in-
vestment to GDP ratio in the priv-
ate corporate sector fell sharply
from 7.5% in 2015-16 to 2.8% in
2016-17 (suspected to be on ac-
count of demonetisation). Howev-
er, surprisingly, the ratio in the na-
tional accounts went up from
11.7% in 2015-16 to 12% in 2016-17.
Similarly, chief economist of the
International Monetary Fund, Gita
Gopinath’s academic research
paper (co-authored) published by
the highly regarded National Bu-
reau of Economic Research in the
U.S. in May 2019 showed an ad-
verse effect of demonetisation on
growth rate. Yet, the official GDP
for the year 2016-17 grew at 8.2%,

manufacturing. The database of
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
has been criticised by many as un-
reliable; hence it is possible that
the private corporate sector out-
put has been overestimated. For
example, the Ministry’s database
on “active” companies — that is
companies claiming to have sub-
mitted audited financial results
regularly for three years — seems
to contain many companies that
are actually inactive (not produc-
ing output on a regular basis). Last
year when the National Sample
Survey Office (the government’s
premier, independent, data-gath-
ering agency), used the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs list of active
companies to canvass a sample of
companies in the services sector, it
found that up to 42% of the sample
companies were not traceable,
had failed to provide the informa-
tion for the survey, or had failed to
provide audited accounts.

For estimating GDP of the priv-
ate corporate sector, questionable
methods are also used for blowing-
up unverified “sample” estimates
for the unknown and varying un-
iverse of “working” or active com-

The CSO has denied the claim
that the underlying methodology
is flawed and that there are serious
problems with the new database
being used. The official response
throughout the debate has been
that the 2011-12 GDP series follows
global best practices (meaning,
following the latest United Nations
System of National Accounts gui-
delines) and applies better meth-
ods using much larger datasets;
hence the official estimates are
blemish-less. This ignores the fact
that India has always followed UN
guidelines, and that larger data
sets are not necessarily better.

Need for a review

The proposed change over to a
new base-year of 2017-18, is, in
principle, a welcome decision. Ho-
wever, considering the methodo-
logical disputes and data related
questions relating to the current
national accounts series, as illus-
trated above, what would the re-
basing potentially accomplish?
Doubts will persist so long as the
underlying methodological appa-
ratus remains the same; feeding it
with up-to-date data is unlikely to

ment is toxic. The NCP and Congress fought in alliance methodologies and databases ranted. But the higher growth esti- the highest in a decade. panies. improve its quality.
and as Sharad Pawar said. got a mandate to sit in thé used. According to official data, mates recorded by the new series State domestic product (SDP) In view of the problems with
'8 the annual economic growth rate  did not square with related eco- The root of the problem estimation uses many of the same the current series, a chorus of aca-

Opposition. Post-poll coalitions are a legitimate route to
government formation when the legislature is hung but
the situation in Maharashtra is far from it. There were
two pre-poll alliances, one got a clear majority and the
other clearly lost. If the Congress and NCP want to keep
the BJP out of power for ideological reasons, handing
over power to a more virulent strain of Hindutva would
be disingenuous. The formation of an NCP-Congress-Se-
na government, whatever may be its facade, will not on-
ly be a betrayal of the mandate but also be indefensible
in ideological terms besides being suicidal tactically.
Such an alliance, if at all formed, would not be stable or
sustainable. All these parties will be rightly blamed for
being opportunistic and devoid of political convictions.
The BJP will be the sole beneficiary of such a thorough
delegitimisation of the entire Opposition spectrum in
Maharashtra. In the inevitable mid-term election that
will happen sooner rather than later, opportunists will
pay a price. The Congress and the NCP would be better
off losing this opportunity and leave the birds of the
same feather to potentially flock together again. That
said, it was inexcusable of the Governor to not give the
Sena or the NCP adequate time to explore the possibil-
ity of an alternative government. While a government
without the BJP might lack moral or political legitimacy,
the Governor should have exhausted all avenues before

has sharply decelerated to about
5% in the latest quarter, from over
8% a few years ago. The reality
may, however, be far worse. Inde-
pendent studies using multiple
statistical methods to validate the
official GDP estimates by the form-
er Chief Economic Adviser, Arvind
Subramanian, and Sebastian Mor-
ris of the Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Ahmedabad, have sug-
gested that the annual GDP growth
rates during the last few years may
have been overestimated by 0.36
to 2.5 percentage points.

Why is there such distrust in the
official GDP figures? To under-
stand the origins of the dispute,
one has to go back to early 2015
when the CSO released a new se-

nomic indicators such as bank cre-
dit growth, industrial capacity util-
isation or fixed investment
growth. Thus began the question-
ing of the new GDP series.

Demonetisation as shock

The suspicion of official output es-
timates became particularly in-
tense after the demonetisation of
high valued currency notes in No-
vember 2016. By most analyses,
the economic shock severely hurt
output and employment. For ex-
ample, the Ministry of Finance’s
Report on Income Tax Reforms for
Building New India (September
2018; convenor: Arbind Modi),
provided data on fixed investment
in the private corporate sector

The source of the problem, ac-
cording to many economists, is the
underlying methodologies for cal-
culating GDP (in the 2011-12 series)
which they claim are deeply
flawed, as well as the new dataset
used in estimating the private cor-
porate sector’s contribution.
Some of the recent, prominent
criticisms are as follows.

In a first, the CSO estimated va-
lue addition in the private corpo-
rate sector using the statutory fil-
ing of financial results with the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs. The
private corporate sector accounts
for about a third of GDP, and spans
all production sectors, and rough-
ly about half of the private corpo-
rate sector output originates in

databases and methodologies
used in all-India GDP estimation.
The methodological changes
made in the 2011-12 base-year revi-
sion have adversely impacted the
quality of SDP estimates on two
counts. First, the Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs data does not have
factory identifiers (that is, location
of production units, but only has
the location of the company head
office); it has distorted distribution
of the SDP estimates across States.
Second, for estimating value-ad-
ded in the informal or unorgan-
ised sector, State-specific labour
productivity estimates are unavail-
able in the 2011-12 series. Hence
the method used distorts output
estimation.

demic and public voices has pro-
posed setting up an independent
commission of national and inter-
national experts to review the GDP
methodology. The ideal time to do
this would be now so that solu-
tions could be found and incorpo-
rated into the new GDP series.
Conversely, if a new rebased series
is introduced without any changes
it will only entrench the existing
methodological problems, and en-
suring that the debate will conti-
nue for the next half decade. And
as the debate continues, so will the
loss of credibility.

R. Nagaraj and Rajeswari Sengupta are
with the Indira Gandhi Institute of
Development Research, Mumbai

A partnership for stability, security and growth

Russia backs the core point that BRICS, as a pillar of a fairer polycentric world order, has the same approach to key issues
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step. Structural imbalances in the
world economy are yet to be over-
come. A serious threat to global

accounts for almost a third of glo-
bal GDP at purchasing power pari-
ty. Last year, BRICS even outper-

the systematically increased densi-
ty of humanitarian exchanges —
cooperation in the areas of cul-

recommending President’s rule. The BJP must be hop- = N~ A economic growth is posed by such formed the G7 on this indicator. ture, education, sport and youth
ing to pressure the Sena back into the alliance, but the !’ t ":I "‘% J _ unfair competition practices as BRICS is becoming a magnet for  policy is gaining momentum and
best course now seems a fresh election. Sl-SRGEYII;AVR(I)V ] unilateral economic sanctions, many emerging economies. They  people-to-people contacts are

Anarchy in Bolivia
Both Morales and his opponents failed

to ensure a peaceful, orderly transition

he forced resignation of Bolivian President Evo
TMorales has thrown the poorest country in South
America into its biggest political crisis in 13 years.
As Bolivia’s first indigenous President, who rose to the
top office through left-wing unionism, he presided over
one of the most stable governments. But cracks began
to appear in his Movement for Socialism party when he
sought a fourth consecutive term earlier this year. He
was declared winner of the October 20 election. But the
Opposition contested the results and launched wides-
pread protests, demanding a fresh election. After the
Organization of American States alleged widespread
poll fraud in an audit report, the military forced Mr. Mo-
rales and his allies to resign. In asylum in Mexico, he
has vowed to fight the “coup”. According to the Bolivian
Constitution, if the President steps down, the Vice-Pre-
sident should take over. The heads of the Senate and
chamber of deputies are the other leaders in the hierar-
chy who could assume acting presidency. But in this
case, all four officials, all Socialists, have resigned. And
it has left a vacuum, which the military could exploit.
Mr. Morales came to power, in 2006, riding South
America’s so-called “pink tide”, and promising eco-
nomic development and equitable wealth distribution.
Under his fairly good track record, Bolivia has seen a
drop in extreme poverty, from 33% of the population in
2006 to 15% last year. His government also stepped up
public investments, opened more schools and health
clinics. The economy has also seen a steady growth
rate. Mr. Morales made some major political mistakes
as well. Primarily, he failed to bring up a second-rung
leadership in the Movement for Socialism to whom he
could pass the baton of his “2lst century socialist revo-

n November 13-14, 2019,
OBrasilia will host the 1ith

BRICS Summit. In the run-
up to this key event of the year for
our group, I would like to share
Russia’s vision of the BRICS stra-
tegic partnership.

The current Brazilian BRICS
Chairmanship managed to achieve
serious progress in all main pillars
of cooperation — political, eco-
nomic and humanitarian. Russia
supports its Brazilian friends in
their efforts to improve the practi-
cal impact of our multifaceted in-
teraction on the prosperity of our
states and people.

Aligning to global changes

We welcome the statement made
by Brazilian President Jair Bolso-
naro in Osaka about the impor-
tance of strengthening the dia-
logue within BRICS, which will
enable the BRICS countries to
make the best use of ongoing glo-
bal changes.

Today, alignment of efforts of
our countries is particularly im-
portant. Global politics continues
to reel. Various regions of the pla-
net still retain significant conflict
potential. The arms control archi-
tecture is deliberately under-
mined — the U.S.’s unilateral with-
drawal from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forc-
es Treaty was a rather dangerous
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trade wars and flagrant abuse of
the U.S. dollar status as the world
reserve currency. The internation-
al community is yet to find effec-
tive responses to a whole number
of critical challenges of our time —
from terrorism to climate change.
It got to the situation when
there are attempts to replace the
international legal system, esta-
blished after the Second World
War with the UN Charter remain-
ing as its main source, with the so-
called “rules-based order”, where
“rules” were being invented in se-
cret, in “small groups”, and then,
depending upon a political situa-
tion, imposed on the whole world.
Multipolarity is not a recipe for
competition and chaos in interna-
tional relations, as some of our
critics say. On the contrary, this is
the only order attuned to present-
day realities, which should pro-
mote the comprehensive develop-
ment of all states — both big and
small — and enhanced mutually
beneficial cooperation among us
on the basis of shared interests.

Common goals

Russia, as other BRICS countries,
rejects diktat and pressure, black-
mail and threats, let alone the use
of force without the UNSC’s deci-
sion. In contrast, it proposes to fol-
low the path of a mutually respect-
ful dialogue aimed to reach the
consensus that takes into account
the interests of all actors in inter-
state relations. We are convinced
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that any agreements on most im-
portant issues on the global agen-
da should be reached with the
widest and equal participation of
all stakeholders and be based on
universally  recognised legal
norms. The BRICS countries are
firmly committed to democratisa-
tion of international life and its de-
velopment under the principles
enshrined in the UN Charter, the
principles of respect for cultural
and civilisational diversity of the
world, and the right of peoples to
forge their destiny themselves.

It is of fundamental importance
that our approaches to key global
and regional issues are the same
or rather similar. We have consis-
tently called for a peaceful and
politico-diplomatic settlement of
crises and conflicts in various re-
gions of the world. We continue to
be engaged in a comprehensive
dialogue in such fields as counter-
terrorism, international informa-
tion security and the fight against
organised crime and corruption.

We can state with confidence
that having entered the second de-
cade of its activity, BRICS, being
one of the pillars of the emerging
fairer polycentric world order,
plays an important stabilising role
in global affairs, for which it has all
the necessary capacity. The group

are looking at us because the
group protects values of multilat-
eralism, supports transparent,
non-discriminatory, open, free
and inclusive international trade,
and rejects unilateral economic
restrictions and protectionist mea-
sures in developing international
economic ties. In their statement
following the meeting on the mar-
gins of the G20 Summit in Osaka
last June, the BRICS leaders expli-
citly indicated their willingness to
protect the pillars of the equitable
multilateral trading system and
the role of the World Trade Organ-
ization as its centre, and to advo-
cate International Monetary Fund
reform.

The New Development Bank
(NDB) created by the BRICS coun-
tries — one of the promising multi-
lateral development institutions —
works successfully. Only this year,
the NDB Board of Directors has ap-
proved 12 new investment projects
in the BRICS countries. And since
the start of its operation in 2015,
42 investment projects worth over
$11 billion have been approved.

The work to strengthen the
BRICS Contingent Reserve Arran-
gement (CRA) is ongoing. Its total
capital of $100 billion is to be a
guarantor of the BRICS financial
stability in case of crisis.

We appreciate the efforts of the
Brazilian chairmanship to imple-
ment five-party initiatives in eco-
nomy, science, innovations and
health. We take a positive note of

developing.

Russia’s turn next

In 2020, Russia will take the helm
of BRICS. We intend to ensure con-
tinuity and harmonious transition
from the Brazil chairmanship to
the Russian one. We will continue
the policy of progressive and com-
prehensive enhancement of the
strategic partnership of the BRICS
countries. Certainly, we are inter-
ested in increasing financial and
economic cooperation among the
participating countries, effective
industrial interaction and practi-
cal cooperation in developing and
implementing new joint energy,
telecommunications and high-
tech projects. Our priorities in-
clude enhanced foreign policy
coordination within leading multi-
lateral fora, primarily in the UN,
which will turn 75 next year.

Iam confident that in the storm-
ing ocean of world politics, the
BRICS ‘ship” will steer a steady
course and further contribute sig-
nificantly to maintaining interna-
tional stability and ensuring global
economic growth. The Brasilia
Summit is aimed to be another im-
portant milestone in pentalateral
cooperation and on its way to new
prospects.

In conclusion, I would like to
wish peace, health, well-being and
all the best to readers and to all na-
tionals of the BRICS countries.

Sergey Lavrov is Russia’s Foreign Minister
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term limits, allowing the President to seek re-election.
This had galvanised the Opposition, which claimed that
the President’s electoral participation itself was uncon-

disputed land, the judiciary
has, in its Ayodhya verdict,
given the impression that it

indicators of the district is
an eye-opener. The verdict
should be the first step

the benefit of possession.
One hopes the ruling does
not result in further disputes.

completes construction in
record time, probably
diverting all resources at its

alive with their articles.
K.V. SEETHARAMAIAH,

who want to keep the issue

country, and importantly our
politicians, what the post of
CEC means. He had a great

stitutional. This was followed by allegations of electoral is also amenable to political ~ towards the equitable AV. KRISHNA MURTHY, command. Hassan, Karnataka sense of humour too. Once a

fraud, which further weakened him. Facing protests, factors. The triumph of development of the district ~ Bengaluru D. SETHURAMAN, reporter asked him whether

Mr. Morales had offered another election. That should majoritarian politics is and the region. Chennai T.N. Seshan he would accept the post of
. . antithetical to the NAYAKARA VEERESHA, m Even before the dust has T.N. Seshan once said his Governor. His reply: “I don’t

.have been the way fomarq. .A free 'and falr. election be- principles of constitutional ~ Bengaluru settled after the verdict = The five-judge Bench has native Palakkad is known for ~ want my wife to be called as

ing held under the supervision of international electo- liberalism and democracy. comes news that the Ministry ~ unanimously delivered a ‘Cooks, Crooks and Civil Governess.”

ral monitors would have allowed the Bolivians to As a country, we need to m The judgment is strange. It  of Home Affairs has begun judgment and has solved a Servants’. But as the Chief V. NARAYANAPPA,

choose their legitimate leader. But the violent protes- move ahead of the leaves us wondering whether ~ forming a trust for the vexed issue. The Central Election Commissioner of Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh

ters who insisted on Mr. Morales’s resignation, the pol-
ice forces who rebelled against the government, and fi-
nally the generals who forced the President to go all
destroyed the possibility of a peaceful transition. They
threw Bolivia into anarchy and chaos. And more vio-
lence could be awaiting the country.

judgment, which can be
done best by investing our
energies on substantive
national issues such as
poverty, hunger,
malnutrition,
unemployment and climate
change. This is even more

the verdict would have been
different had the Babri
mosque not been
demolished. It is
inconceivable that the court
would have given possession
of the mosque to ‘Hindu
parties’, for construction of

temple’s construction (Inside
pages, November 12). While
it is not a surprise for those
who have followed the
statements of the present
government, one wonders
whether people’s issues have
ever been attended to with

government deserves praise
for its steps to prevent any
bid to trigger violence,
almost like the steps that
have been taken after the
dilution of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir. The
court has assuaged the

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

A report headlined “Finance Secretary, CEA admit to slow-
down” (Nov. 9, 2019) had erroneously referred to Hasmukh Adhia
as the Revenue Secretary and Ajay Narayan Jha as the Expenditure
Secretary. The current Revenue Secretary is Ajay Bhushan Pandey
and the post of Expenditure Secretary is vacant.
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