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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy rain/snow very likely at isolated
places over Jammu & Kashmir, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and hail very
likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir, west Rajasthan,
Kerala and Mahe.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala........... 00.0....19.0....30.0 Kozhikode...................... ....34.0....25.0

Ahmedabad...........—....33.0....21.0 Kurnool .......................—....32.0....21.0

Aizawl...................—....26.0....14.0 Lucknow......................—....30.0....16.0

Allahabad..............—....30.0....15.0 Madurai .......................—....32.0....24.0

Bengaluru .............—....29.0....18.0 Mangaluru ...................—....35.0....24.0

Bhopal ..................—....30.0....19.0 Mumbai .......................—....34.0....24.0

Bhubaneswar.........—....31.0....18.0 Mysuru ........................—....28.0....19.0

Chandigarh ...........—....26.0....14.0 New Delhi ...................—....28.0....13.0

Chennai ................—....32.0....26.0 Patna ..........................—....31.0....15.0

Coimbatore ...........—....31.0....22.0 Port Blair.....................—....31.0....24.0

Dehradun ..............—....29.0....12.0 Puducherry ..................—....33.0....22.0

Gangtok................—....19.0....13.0 Pune............................—....30.0....18.0

Goa.......................—....33.0....23.0 Raipur .........................—....29.0....18.0

Guwahati ..............—....30.0....19.0 Ranchi .........................—....27.0....13.0

Hubballi ................—....28.0....20.0 Shillong.......................—....21.0....12.0

Hyderabad ............—....31.0....18.0 Shimla.........................—....18.0......8.0

Imphal ..................—....28.0....15.0 Srinagar.......................—......6.0......0.0

Jaipur ...................—....30.0....21.0 Thiruvananthapuram...... 2.9....34.0....24.0

Kochi ....................—....31.0....24.0 Tiruchi.........................—....31.0....24.0

Kohima .................—....22.0....11.0 Vijayawada ..................—....32.0....23.0

Kolkata .................—....30.0....20.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....31.0....25.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Hisar, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
476 indicating a severe level
of pollution. In contrast,
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 42.

Ahmedabad..... ..— 249 62 ..175 .160 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 13 .65 87 ..... — .132 ....*

Chennai .......... ..9 .13 12 ....66 .103 ....*

Delhi .............. ..8 .54 82 ..493 .462 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 12 .40 28 ..167 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... 11 .78 42 ..280 .220 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..9 .25 65 ..422 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 22 .70 18 ..177 .140 ....*

Pune............... 78 .11 62 ..137 .104 ....*

Visakhapatnam ..7 .31 44 ....66 ...73 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

On November 9, 2019, when
the very severe cyclone Bul
bul made landfall at Sagar is
land  in  the  Indian  Sunder
bans,  a  group  of  tourists
found  themselves  stranded
near the Kalash island in the
violently inclement weather.
They  got  out  of  their  boat
and took shelter in mangrove
creeks, and escaped unhurt.
The cyclone was so powerful
that  it  overturned  a  large
fi��shing  trawler  near  Sagar;
people in that vessel are still
missing.

From  environmental  ex
perts to the State’s Chief Mi
nister, everyone has said that

the mangroves had saved the
Sunderbans  from  the  gusty
winds  blowing  at  between
110  kmph  to  135  kmph.  “It
would have been a disaster if
the mangroves had not been
there,”  said  Kalyan  Rudra,
chairperson of the West Ben
gal  Pollution  Control  Board
and  a  river  expert.  In  fact,
CM Mamata Banerjee, while
touring the aff��ected regions,
noted  that  the  State  will
plant more mangroves.

Inhabited areas at risk
Despite  this,  scientists,  wil
dlife experts and local NGOs
have  been  highlighting  the
constant degradation of  the
mangrove forest in the Sun

derbans,  particularly  in
areas that are inhabited. The
Indian  Sunderbans,  consi
dered to be an area south of
the Dampier Hodges line, is
spread over 9,630 sq. km., of
which the mangrove  forests
are spread over 4,263 sq. km.

The  latest  example  of  an

assault on mangrove forests
came to light in an order of
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT)  dated  September  23,
when it directed a committee
to  inspect  allegations  le
velled by environmental acti
vist  Subhas  Datta  that  the
State  had  allocated  houses

under  the  ‘Banglar  Abas’
scheme by clearing acres of
mangrove forest on Sagar is
land. 

“The  committee  inspect
ed and found the allegations
to  be  true.  For  years,  the
State  government  has  been
felling mangrove trees in the

name  of  development,”  Mr.
Datta said, highlighting how
Ms.  Banerjee  invited  indus
trialists to the Sunderbans a
few  years  ago  and  urged
them  to  invest  in
ecotourism.

Rapid destruction
When  Mr.  Datta  moved  the
NGT in 2014, a satellite image
from  the  Indian  Space  Re
search Organisation pointed
to  a  loss  of  3.71%  mangrove
and  nonmangrove  forest
cover  along  with  massive
erosion  of  the  archipelago’s
landmass.  The  analysis,
based on satellite data of Fe
bruary  2003  and  February
2014,  shows  that  while  a
9,990hectare landmass has
been eroded, there has been
an  accretion  of  216hectare
landmass in the Sunderbans

during the period.
Tuhin  Ghosh,  Professor,

School  of  Oceanographic
Studies, Jadavpur University,
said  that  mangroves  have
been cut not only  for aqua
culture, but also for building
embankments  and  for  hu
man  settlements.  He  ex
plained that due to dense fo
liage and the close proximity
of trees, the mangrove roots
hold soil and the vegetation
becomes a shield to protect
from cyclones.

Pranabesh  Maity,  a  resi
dent  of  Sagar  who  planted
over  30,000  mangrove  sa
plings  this  year,  said  that
there  have  been  numerous
instances  in  which  man
groves  have  been  cut  for
making  roads,  building  em
bankments,  and  for
fi��sheries.

Environmental experts point at
constant degradation of forests

Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata

They save people from cyclones, but who is saving the Sunderbans mangroves? 

Fast disappearing: Mangroves have been cut not only for aquaculture, but also for building
embankments and for human settlements. * AP

More than 15,000 personnel
of the Indo Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) force deployed
along the China border are
set to benefi��t from a policy
decision on altitude specifi��
cations  that  makes  them
eligible  to  get  special  cold
climate clothing.

Earlier,  only  those  ITBP
men deployed at an altitude
of upto 12,000 feet from the
sea  level  were  entitled  for
special  protective  clothing.
However, last year, the gui
delines  were  revised  and
personnel  deployed  at
9,000 feet also became elig
ible to get the special cloth
ing, a senior government of
fi��cial said.

Diffi��cult terrain
The ITBP is deployed along
the  Line  of  Actual  Control
with China, spanning 3,488
km of diffi��cult terrain up to
at an altitude of 18,900 feet. 

There  are  fi��ve  pockets
which  are  not  defi��ned  and

their territories are claimed
by both the countries. Three
are in Ladakh and one each
in Uttarakhand and Aruna
chal Pradesh. 

The ITBP force comprises
60,000 personnel now.

Of  this,  around  12,000
personnel  deployed  in  La
dakh were entitled to snow
clothing.

“The new policy ensures
that even those deployed at
an  altitude  of  9,000  feet,
that  includes  the  States  of
Himachal Pradesh and Utta
rakhand, would benefi��t. As
many as 15,000 jawans will
get the protective gear,” the
offi��cial said.

The personnel have also
been  provided  with  high
grade  mountaineering
equipment.

An offi��cial said that in the
past fi��ve years, the ITBP had
procured around 600 ‘Made
in India’ Ghatak 7.62 assault
rifl��es, 55 highpowered vehi
cles  and  126  SUVs  for
smooth travel in the rugged
terrain in the Ladakh sector.

15,000 more jawans now eligible

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

Altitude no bar for
ITBP winter suits

Lata Mangeshkar’s
health improving
MUMBAI

Legendary singer Lata

Mangeshkar, who was

admitted to the ICU of a

hospital earlier this week, is

still on ventilator and is

“critical but improving”, said

hospital sources. PTI

IN BRIEF

Man who slapped Sharad
Pawar in 2011 arrested 
NEW DELHI

Arvinder Singh, the 36-year-

old man who had allegedly

slapped Nationalist Congress

Party chief Sharad Pawar at a

public function in 2011 and

disappeared during the

course of the trial has been

arrested again, officials said

on Wednesday. PTI

CBI gets 2 more weeks to
respond to Michel’s plea
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on

Wednesday granted the CBI

two weeks’ time till

November 29 to submit its

response to the bail plea of

alleged middleman Christian

Michel James, an accused in

the AgustaWestland VVIP

chopper scam case.

Karabi Gogoi appointed
Moscow defence attache 
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant Commander

Karabi Gogoi, a naval

engineer, will become the

first woman officer from the

Navy to be posted as a

defence attache at an Indian

mission abroad. She has been

posted as the assistant Naval

attache at the Indian embassy

in Moscow and is likely to

take up the post in December. 

Govt. allows migrants to
change Aadhaar address
NEW DELHI

The government has allowed

migrants to change their

address on Aadhaar by giving

self-declaration — a move

aimed at helping them open

bank accounts and promoting

their financial inclusion. The

changes were made by

amending the Prevention of

Money-laundering

(Maintenance of Records)

Rules. PTI

The Chennai police on Wed
nesday arrested the contrac
tor who had engaged labour
ers,  including  26yearold
Arul who asphyxiated while
cleaning the sewage channel
in  the  basement  of  the  Ex
press Avenue Mall in the ci
ty’s Royapettah region, dur
ing  the  early  hours  of
Tuesday.

Supreme Court’s order
Meanwhile,  the  Chennai
Corporation issued an order
to the mall management, di
recting  them to pay a com
pensation of ₹��10 lakh to the
victim’s  family,  as  per  a  re
cent  order  of  the  Supreme
Court. 

Arul,  of  Namachivayapu
ram  near  Ice  House,  died
when he entered a channel
to  rescue  his  brother  Ran
jith, who was complaining of
uneasiness  while  cleaning
sewage  at  the  mall’s
basement.

The  contractor  Dhanda
pani, 52, of Arokkonam area
,had  frequently  engaged
Arul and four others for the
work.

Based  on  a  complaint
from  Murthy,  the  victim’s
father, the Anna Salai police
fi��led a First Information Re
port, naming the contractor
and the management of the
mall as accused. 

The case was booked un
der Section 3(ii) of the Sche
duled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atroci
ties)  Act,  Section  9  of  the
Prohibition of Employment
As  Manual  Scavengers  and
Their  Rehabilitation  Act,
2013  (which  stipulates  pe
nalty)  and  Section  304  II
(culpable  homicide  not
amounting to murder) of the
IPC.

Private employees
On Wednesday, following in
terrogation,  the  police  pro
duced Dhandapani before a
metropolitan  magistrate
court and remanded him in
judicial custody. 

On  information  from the
police,  the  corporation’s
health offi��cials inspected the

mall.  According  to  a  notice
served by the Corporation’s
Nungambakkam zonal offi��c
er to the mall management,
they found that the manage
ment  had  engaged  a  few
private employees for clean
ing a waste water tank, at B3
fl��oor  basement,  during  the
early hours of Tuesday.

No safety gears
As safety gears were not pro
vided and safety norms were
not  followed,  a  person,
namely Arul, has died of suf
focation with foul gas inside
your premises, the Corpora
tion’s notice stated.

As  engaging  manual  sca
vengers  without  protective
gear  is  an  off��ence  under
5(1)b  of  the  Prohibition  of
Employment as Manual Sca
vengers and Their Rehabili
tation  Act,  2013,  the  notice
by  the  Corporation  offi��cial
said:  “You  are  directed  to
show cause why legal action
should not be taken against
your establishment.” 

The Chennai Corporation
also directed the mall man
agement to give a compensa
tion of ₹��10 lakh to the legal
heirs of the victim, as per a
judgement  of  the  Supreme
court,  within  three  days  of
receipt of the notice. 

Failing this, further action
would  be  initiated  against
the  mall  authorities  as  per
rules in force. 

Death in sewer: Chennai
mall to pay ₹��10 lakh fi��ne
Contractor held; management served show cause notice

R. Sivaraman

CHENNAI

Arul 

The  Punjab  government
has decided to pay ₹��2,500
per  acre  as  compensation
to small and marginal farm
ers  who  have  not  burnt
their paddy straw.

State  Agriculture  Secre
tary Kahan Singh Pannu on
Wednesday said that farm
ers cultivating nonbasmati
paddy and owning land up
to  fi��ve  acres,  would  get
₹��2,500 per acre compensa
tion for not burning the re
sidue. 

“Firstly,  the  benefi��ciary
of  this  compensation
should  be  a  farmer  who
owns  up  to  fi��ve  acres  of
land  in his name, his wife
and children under 18 years
of age. Secondly, the afore
said  farmer  should  cultiv
ate  nonbasmati  paddy  in
the above mentioned area
and  should  also  not  have
burnt paddy residue in any
part of his fi��eld,” he said.

While  explaining  the
procedure for seeking com
pensation, Mr. Pannu said
those farmers who fulfi��lled
the  above  stated  condi
tions, would have to submit
the selfdeclaration perfor
ma with the panchayat con
cerned by November 30.

Punjab to
compensate
farmers 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

An unusual bustle takes ov
er  Hiralal  Solanki’s  boxy
shelter  every  morning.  He
has  two  assets  that  are
scarce at the relief camp: a
gas  cylinder  and  a  stove.
With  food  supply  cut,  the
Sardar  Sarovar  projectaf
fected  families  fall back on
munifi��cent  neighbours  to
help  them  tide  over  the
shortage. The other option
is to stock fi��rewood and sur
vive on PDS (public distribu
tion system) rice cooked on
earthern stoves. 

‘Matter of survival’
“If we don’t help our broth
ers  during  times  like  this,
when else will we? It’s a mat
ter  of  survival.  Supporting
each other is the need of the
hour,” said Mr. Solanki, 23,
who lives with two younger
brothers and a sisterinlaw
in a tin shed in Nisarpur in
the  Dhar  district.  At  Kotda
village, now under water, he
left behind two shops and a
hut.

With  the  cessation  of
food supply at 26 camps set
up in Dhar, Barwani and Ali
rajpur  districts  on  October
31,  around  3,000  families,
awaiting  rehabilitation  or
settlement  of  claims,  have
been  left  to  fend  for  them
selves.  As  the  Sardar  Saro
var Dam in Gujarat fi��lled ov
er  months  to  its  brim  of
138.68 metres on September
17,  the  swelling  backwaters

of the Narmada submerged
178  villages  in  Madhya
Pradesh.

“According  to  the  work
plan,  the provision of  food
was  only  until  October  31.
Oustees  are  now  going
about  their work and mak
ing their own food arrange
ments,”  said  Pawan  Kumar
Sharma, Commissioner, the
Narmada  Valley  Develop
ment  Authority  (NVDA).
“For now, there is no plan to
extend the contract for the
provision of food.”

However, he added, pro
vision  of  medical  facilities,
electricity and water would
continue at the camps.

‘No evictions’
Dispelling  fear  among  the
families of eviction from the
camps, set up in 2017 after a
Supreme Court order, with a
possible  expiry  of  its  con
tract  too, Mr. Sharma said,
“The camps are the proper
ty of the NVDA, so there is
no  question  of  a  contract
with a third party.”

Moreover,  the  camps
were  temporary  in  nature
and meant to facilitate only
“transition” for the aff��ected
families’ rehabilitation. 

“We want to settle claims
of  each  eligible  family  as
early  as  possible.  We  have
undertaken a survey of rive
rine patches cutoff�� from the
mainland to assess the feasi
bility  of  sustaining  settle
ments there versus resettle
ment,” he said.

Sardar Sarovar-hit
families battle food crisis
‘No plan to extend contract for food’

Sidharth Yadav

Bhopal

Punjab Rural Development
Minister  Tript  Rajinder
Singh Bajwa on Wednesday
ordered immediate dismis
sal of fi��ve offi��cials for their
alleged  role  in  the  ₹��2.59
crore  MGNREGA  embez
zlement  case  besides  di
recting  the police  to fi��le a
case  against  another
employee.

Five Punjab
govt. offi��cials
dismissed 
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