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EUROPE

UK willbecome
‘secondrate’ after
Brexit: EU’s Tusk

Brussels: Britain will lose in-
fluence in international af-
fairsand become a “second-
rate player” afteritleaves the
European Union, European
Council President Donald
Tusk said on Wednesday.
Backers of Britain’s 2016
vote to exit the EU, the
world’s largest trading bloc,
say that the country will
achieve a new global status
unshackled from EU rules
and closer to the United
States. Tusk said only a
united Europe could con-
frontanassertive Chinaand
play an effective global role.
“I have heard repeatedly
from Brexiteers that they
wanted to leave the
European Union to make
the United Kingdom global
again, believing that only
alone, itcan trulybe great...,”
Tusk said in a speech.

USA

Fourinjured

in California
school shooting

Los Angeles: At least four
people were injured in a
shooting at a high school
north of Los Angeles
Thursday, triggering a po-
lice hunt for the suspect
who was later taken into
custody. Police and ambu-
lances swarmed the area
around Saugus High School
in Santa Clarita, 65 kilome-
tres north of Los Angeles,
after the early morning
shooting sent panicked
children running from the
area. The suspect was de-
scribed as a male Asian.
Local media reports said he
was 15 years old. Hospital
officials said three of the
fourinjured were in critical
condition.

FRANCE
Tempersflare
over rebuilding of
Notre-Dame spire

Paris: The French general
charged with overseeing the
rebuilding of Paris’ fire-man-
gled Notre-Dame publicly
told the cathedral’s chief ar-
chitect to “shut his mouth”
in a sign of tension over the
monument’s future look.
General Jean-Louis
Georgelin and chief architect
Philippe Villeneuve are at
odds over whether to re-
place the cathedral’s spire
withanexactreplica,oradd
a modern twist. President
Emmanuel Macron, who
appointed Georgelin to head
the project, said he is in
favour of adding a “contem-
porary” touch. But Villen-
euve insists it must be re-
done exactly asit was before.

MEANWHILE

CHINA TESTS MARS LANDER

China successfully tested its Mars lander (pictured) on Thursday. The demonstration of hover-

ing, obstacle avoidance and deceleration capabilities was conducted at a site outside Beijing simu-
lating conditions on the Red Planet, where the pull of gravity is about one-third that of Earth.
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China plans to launch a lander and rover to Mars next year to explore parts of the planet in detail.

and arrows for battle with police

Violence, disruption for 4th straight day; colleges cancel classes as police, protesters clash in campuses

MIKEIVES & KATHERINE LI
HONG KONG,NOVEMBER 14

PROTESTERS ARMED on Thursday
with firebombs and bows and ar-
rows reinforced the fortifications
they had built on Hong Kong uni-
versity campuses in anticipation
of clashes with the police, as
demonstrations disrupted Hong
Kong’s morning commute for a
fourth straight weekday.

At the Chinese University of
Hong Kong, the site of battle
scenes earlier in the week that
evoked citadels under siege,
young protesters built brick
walls outside the campus en-
trances. On the fringes of other
school campuses, students built
elaborate roadblocks that some
in the movement call
“Stonehenges.”

The protests started in June
over an extradition bill that has
since been withdrawn, and have
morphed into broader demands
for democracy and police ac-
countability. In recent days, the
locus of tension between pro-
testers and the police has moved

Protesters during a standoff with riot police at the Chinese

University of Hong Kong. Reuters

EXPLAINED

As clashes move to
campuses, students
lose their sanctuary

THE PRO-DEMOCRACY protests in Hong Kong have, from the be-
ginning, seen a large presence of university students. Protest
strategies and ideas were discussed and formulated in cam-
puses, which also served as peaceful sanctuaries when clashes
between police and protesters raged in the streets. However, this
has now changed with police entering universities and clashing
with students. With campuses increasingly becoming sites of vi-
olence, many students from mainland China and foreign coun-
tries have already left Hong Kong and classes have been sus-
pended. This is likely the result of authorities deciding to stop the
student protest leaders even before they hit the streets.

from the streets to university
campuses.

The police kicked off the
workday on Thursday by spray-
ing teargas at an entrance of
Hong Kong Polytechnic
University. Around the same
time, the university sent an
email to the staff urging them to
leave the campus “in view of the
escalating danger and a high risk

Trails of smoke from rockets seen from Gaza Thursday. Reuters

Tenuous truce holds in
Gaza after heavy fighting

REUTERS
GAZA,NOVEMBER 14

PALESTINIAN MILITANT group
Islamic Jihad and Israel declared
ahalt to hostilities across the Gaza
Strip border on Thursday but a
lasting ceasefire appeared tenu-
ous as they differed on terms.

Islamic Jihad said an Egyptian-
mediated truce went into effect at
0330 GMT, about 48 hours after
Israel triggered the exchange of
fire by killing the Iranian-backed
faction’s top Gaza commanderin
an air strike, deeming him anim-
minent threat.

A few hours’ calm ensued.

Then witnesses in Gaza saw five
rockets being launched, and
sirens sounded in Israeli border
towns. There was no word of ca-
sualties. Israel’s military said two
rockets were shot down by its
Iron Dome air defence system.
Gaza medical officials have
put the total death toll from the
two days of fighting at 34
Palestinians, almost half of them
civilians and including eight chil-
dren and three women.
Hundreds of rocket launches
by militants had paralysed much
of southernIsrael and reached as
far north as Tel Aviv, sending
thousands of people to shelters.
Dozens of Israelis were hurt.

Kuwait govt resigns after
erilling on infrastructure

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KUWAIT CITY,NOVEMBER 14

KUWAIT’S CABINET submitted
itsresignation on Thursday, days
after the country’s minister of
public works announced she
would step down after being
grilled by parliament.

Some elected lawmakers had
accused Jenan Ramadan, whois
also minister of state for hous-
ing, of failing to fix infrastructure
and roads that were damaged in
massive floods in 2018.

Ten lawmakers had filed a
no-confidence motion against

her, according to local media.

Ramadan had claimed, how-
ever, that the problems plaguing
her ministry are long-running
and argued she should not be
held responsible for issues that
precede her time as minister.

There was also reportedly an
effortunderway among lawmak-
ers torequest to grill the country’s
powerful Deputy Prime Minister
and Interior Minister Shiekh
Khaled Al Jarrah Al Sabah.

The government in Kuwait has
resigned in the past, particularly
when faced with no-confidence
votes and requests to grill mem-
bers of the ruling Al Sabah family.

of bodily injury.”

Tensions were also running
high on other campuses. At
least two other universities —
CUHK and Hong Kong Baptist
University — have already can-
celled on-campus lectures
for the remainder of the fall
semester.

AtCUHK onThursday, protest-
ers were seen building brick walls

around the campus entrances. “All
day all night,” read a slogan some-
one spray-painted on one of the
walls, “We are gonna fight.”

Across town at the University
of Hong Kong, protesters used
bricks and bamboo poles to erect
elaborate roadblocks.

In a Facebook post on
Wednesday night, the university’s
president urged members of the

campus not to “create any situa-
tion which will lead to police en-
tering the campus to search, toin-
vestigate or to make arrests.”

The disruptions this week are
notable because they have
strained the city’s infrastructure
for four straight workdays, forcing
commuters to choose whether to
go outside and risk being caught
upinclashes and teargas. NYT

Flood, fire and plague:
Climate change in focus
as world battles disasters

All In One Week

‘Apocalyptic’ floods in Venice, persistent bushfires

in Australia and a rare plague reported in China —

all of this happened within this week. Authorities
have blamed these disasters on climate change.

ROBERT BIRSEL
SINGAPORE,NOVEMBER 14

EXTREME FLOODS in Venice,
fires in Australia and even an
outbreak of plague in China
have been attributed to climate
change this week, while re-
searchers have warned that
global warming could saddle
future generations with life-
long illness.

Venice declared a state of
emergency on Wednesday after
“apocalyptic” floods swept
through the lagoon city, flood-
ing its historic basilica and inun-
dating squares and centuries-
old buildings.

“This is the result of climate
change,” city mayor Luigi
Brugnaro said on Twitter.

City thoroughfares were
turned into raging torrents,
stone balustrades were shat-
tered, boats tossed ashore and
gondolas smashed against their
moorings as the lagoon tide
peaked at 187 cm (6ft 2ins).

It was the highest since the
record 194 cm set in 1966, but
rising water levels are becom-
ing a regular threat to the
tourist jewel.

On the other side of the
world, parts of Australia have
been ravaged by wild bushfires
this week, with four people
killed and communities forced
to flee the flames.

Since 2016, parts of northern
and inland New South Wales,
along with southern
Queensland, have been in
drought that the Bureau of
Meteorology says is being
driven, in part, by warmer sea-
surface temperatures affecting
rainfall patterns.

Globally, concern about ef-
fective action has surged since
US President Donald Trump
abandoned the international

VENICE FLOODS

The thoroughfares of Venice
were turned into raging
torrents, stone balustrades
were shattered, boats tossed
ashore and gondolas
smashed against their
moorings as the lagoon tide
peaked at 187 cm. It was the
highest since the record 194
cmsetin 1966. “This is the
result of climate change,” city
mayor Luigi Brugnaro said.

PLAGUE IN BEIJING

In China, health officials
have reported arare
outbreak of pneumonic
plague after two cases were

confirmed this week in
Beijing. The two were
infected in the province of
Inner Mongolia, where
rodent populations have
expanded dramatically after
persistent droughts,
worsened by climate
change, state media said.

FIRES IN AUSTRALIA
Parts of Australia have been
ravaged by bushfires this
week, with four people
killed and communities
forced to flee the flames. The
warming air temperatures
over the past century have
increased the ferocity of
droughts and fires.

Paris Accord on climate change
and took steps to dismantle en-
vironmental protections.

Scientists say climate change
has made such storms more in-
tense, fuelling even worse con-
ditions when they make landfall
thanin the past. But they also are
discovering other ways in which
rising temperatures contribute
to making peoplell.

In China, health officials have
reported a rare outbreak of
pneumonic plague after two
cases were confirmed this week
in Beijing. The two were infected

in the province of Inner Mongolia,
where rodent populations have
expanded dramatically after per-
sistent droughts, worsened by cli-
mate change, state media said.

An area the size of the
Netherlands was hit by a “rat
plague” last summer.

The wider implications for
health are sobering. The Lancet
medical journal published a study
this week saying climate change
was already harming people’s
health by increasing the number
of extrerne weather eventsand ex-
acerbating air pollution. REUTERS

JAPAN’S NARUHITO SET FOR RITUAL THAT HAS PROMPTED LAWSUITS OVER ITS SYMBOLISM AND COST

Japan emperor begins last accession rite: Spending the night with a goddess

ELAINELIES
TOKYO,NOVEMBER 14

JAPANESE EMPEROR Naruhito,
dressed in pure white robes, was
ushered into a dark wooden hall
by torchlight on Thursday night
to start his last major accession
rite after becoming emperor this
spring: spending the night with
agoddess.

The “Daijosai” rite centres on
Amaterasu Omikami, the sun
goddess from whom conserva-
tives believe the emperor is de-
scended. It is the most overtly re-
ligious of the series of rituals

marking Naruhito’s taking over af-
ter his father Akihito’s abdication.
Therite, which lasts until early
Friday morning, has prompted
lawsuits from critics ranging from
Communists to Christians, who
say it smacks of the militaristic past
and violates the constitutional sep-
aration of church and state since
the government pays the 2.7 bil-
lionyen ($25 million) cost.
Legend hasit that theemperor
has conjugal relations with the
goddess, a view put forth in pre-
World War Two textbooks, an era
when the emperor was consid-
ered divine. Naruhito’s grandfa-
ther Hirohito, in whose name
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Japan fought the war, was stripped
of his divinity after Japan lost.

Today, scholars and the gov-
ernment say the rite involves
sharing a meal of dishes from
across Japan to seal the em-
peror’s new status.

“This ritual is basically a feast
involving the sun goddess and the
emperor,” said John Breen, profes-
sor at the International Research
centre for Japanese Studies, Kyoto,
who notes that most coronations
have mystical elements.

“The emperor is transformed
by partaking of this feast.”

Preparations began months
ago, with the construction of a

Naruhito on his way to attend ‘Daijosai’, the most overtly
religious ceremony of the emperor’s accession rituals, at the
Imperial Palace in Tokyo on Thursday. Reuters

special shrine compound within
the palace grounds and, later, the
harvest of rice from two fields
chosen by heating a turtle shell
and reading the pattern of cracks.

As an unseasonably warm
night fell over Tokyo courtiersin
traditional robes began to gather
and dignitaries, including Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, gathered at
an outdoor pavilion.

Soon after, in scenes broad-
cast live by most television sta-
tions, the emperor, shielded by a
ceremonial umbrella and pre-
ceded by courtiers holding
torches, was ushered through
dark wooden corridors. He was

Basil Rajapaksa: We
stand for everyone,
not just the majority

EXPRESS INCOLOMBO

ARUN JANARDHANAN
NOVEMBER 14

WHILE THE 2015 presidential
election that saw Mahinda
Rajapaksa lose power was mired
in controversy for India’s alleged
role in helping Maithripala
Sirisena win, Basil Rajapaksa — the
youngest of the three politically
active Rajapaksa brothers — has
said that no international actor
will interfere in the Sri Lankan
election this time.

On Thursday, in an interview
with The Indian Express at his office
in Colombo, Basil was going
through ared-coloured map on his
table that showed the 160 electoral
constituencies in the country.
“Gotabaya Rajapaksa managed to
visit 150 of them,” he said, point-
ing out the 10 empty pockets that
Gotabaya, his elder brotherand the
presidential candidate of the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
party, had missed.

Known as the chief strategist
of Mahinda Rajapaksa’s political
victories and elections, Basil sits
at his control room, a huge man-
sion in Colombo city with more
than 100 staff who execute his
strategies. “This is the main office,
there are six other offices opened
ahead of elections,” he said.

For him, Mahinda Rajapaksa,
his elder brother, is the “political
leader”. By the time Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s candidacy was an-
nounced, Basil had little time to
finalise his strategy. “Limited time
was the major challenge. If it was
Mahinda, he is familiar to every-
one. But we wanted Gotabaya to
visitevery nook and corner of the
country as he was being intro-
duced into active politics for the
first time, even though he is
known to everyone in Sri Lanka
as a (former) defence secretary
and administrator,” he said.

Basil laughed when asked
about the challenges in handling
both India and China if his party
is elected to power. “Actually, we
understand both countries, but
they lack understanding about
us. India and China are equally
important for us, and India is
more closer to us,” he said.

Although several civil rights

Basil Rajapaksa at his office
in Colombo. Arun Janardhanan

and minority groups have ex-
pressed strong reservations
against the Rajapaksa family for
their seemingly majoritarian
stance, Basil said the party stood
for everyone, not just for the ma-
jority. “Building the strong val-
ues of multiculturalism is our
aim. We do not even want to use
the word ‘minority’, but they are
our brothers,” he said.

Asked whether allegations of
massive rights abuses during the
previous Mahinda regime could
still hurt them, he conceded that
there may be grievances. “We
can’tignore their grievances. They
wanted a change in 2015 as they
were not satisfied. But now they
have realised that what they
wanted was real change, develop-
ment and a better life. They will
bring us back to power as they
know that Gotabaya will doit.”

Did the wounds left by the
war heal? Basil said wounds are
to be healed. “Successful recon-
ciliation measures taken by the
Mahinda government were dis-
continued after Sirisena came to
power. After our victory, we will
take the reconciliation process
to the next level, besides bring-
ing development and jobs for
Tamils in the north,” he said.

Asked about the unity of the
three brothers, which is unlike
some Asian family dynasties that
have been mired in disputes, Basil
cited the example of an old tricy-
cle. “Have you seen the old tricy-
cle? One huge wheel in the front
and two smaller ones behind it.
That'show we are. Mahindais the
huge wheel while both me and
Gotabaya are smaller ones behind
it. We follow that principle, keep-
ing in mind the words of Buddha
that one person cannot be good at
everything,” he said.
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Afghan prisoner swap
did not occur: Diplomat

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 14

THE PLANNED exchange of two
senior Taliban commandersanda
leader of the Hagqani militant
group for an American and an
Australian  kidnapped in
Afghanistanin 2016 has not taken
place, a diplomat and a former
Afghan official said on Wednesday.

Thediplomat, who spoke tore-
porters on condition of anonymity;,
declined to provide any details
about why the planned exchange,
which Afghan President Ashraf
Ghaniannounced on Tuesday, did
notoccur.

The US State Department did
notimmediately respond to are-

followed by Empress Masako, in
12-layered white robes.

After disappearing behind
white curtains into a dimly-lit
room, kneeling by the side of piled
straw mats draped in white, the
emperor — accompanied only by
two shrine maidens — began ar-
ranging offerings on 32 plates
made of oak leaves for the sun
goddess before bowing and pray-
ing for the peace of Japan.

He and the goddess were set
to symbolically share rice, millet
and rice wine before the roughly
two-and-a-half hour ritual ends.
Itwill then be repeated in a differ-
ent shrine building, with every-

quest for comment, nor did the
Afghan embassy in Washington.

“We hope the Taliban imme-
diately releases the hostages,” a
spokesman for the Australian
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade said.

He said Australia appreciated
Ghani’s concern for the hostages
— Australian citizen Timothy
Weeks and US citizen Kevin
King, professors kidnapped by
the Taliban in August 2016 from
the American University of
Afghanistan in Kabul.

The Afghan government’s de-
cision to free Anas Haggani and
two other Taliban commanders,
Haji Mali Khan and Hafiz Rashid,
was takenin the hope of securing
direct talks with the Taliban.

thing finishing by 3 am on Friday.
Critics note that while a
Daijosai existed more than 1,000
years ago, the current ritual
largely took its form in the late
1800s, as Japan sought to unite
the nation around the emperor.
Koichi Shin, 60 and head of a
group suing to ban the ritual, said
the rite’s nationalistic underpin-
nings are one reason for their op-
position. Another is using public
funds to stage it — a complaint
echoed by the emperor’s younger
brother, Crown Prince Akishino,
who said the imperial family’s pri-
vate funds should be used, man-
dating a smaller rite. REUTERS



