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The Sharing Boom

Amid all the economic gloom, the sharing and renting economy appears to be
steadily growing among millennials averse to acquiring assets

:: Shelley Singh
n uncertain times, sharing rather than owning
makes for a compelling proposition. Why buy a
house or a car, or furniture or home appliances,
or even classy clothes when you can rent them?
The idea also fits into a millennial’s way of life
- spend more on experiences, like travel, rather
than be tied down with mounting debt one has to
repay.

Rajat Arora, 23, whoisrelocating from the US
to the India office of his financial services com-
pany, plansto go lite —much like hisnew office at
a coworking facility in Pune. “I don’t
want to buyanything, but rent it — fur-
niture, apartment, car and even an um-
brella when it rains.” The reason for
renting stuff is that he is not sure how
long he willbe with the current employ-
er. He is also not too optimistic about
the overall job market.

Even small companies, it appears,
are not ready to sink in money, given
that even startups are into sharing

“We are

helping  hrough business-to-business
people  arrangements.

share — and NestAway, aresidence rent-
use their al company, frequently part-
underused neli-s wil_:hother stall'tul:ls such
as furniture rental ventures
assets for Furlenco and City Furnish to
monetan,f equip apartments for sharing
8Ains”  with sofas, beds, almirahs,
iances and so on.
Amanpreet apglms win-win situ-
Bajaj, country ation, where
Manager,  there isreadyand
Airbnb India  growing demand,
has attracted a host
of companies whose
business modelis to rent rath-
er than sell. And this business
is explodingamid aneconomic
gloom. Consultancy EY sees the
size of the Indian sharing economy to
becoming nearly $20 billion in five years.
Sharing Scales Up

Stage3, a fashionwear rentier fundedby Blume Ven-
tures, claims to have seen asix-fold increase in user
base between October 2018 and 2019. The startup
lets yourent dothes or wedding outfits by designers
such as Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Rina Dhaka, Anju
Modi or Manish Malhotraat one-tenth of the MRP.

Getting Bigger

Projected size of the sharing economy In the next 5 years

e D275 b1

19.25bn

Source: EY Indla
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(o)
51%
of contribution
to the shared
economy comes
from those aged
below 30
Source: Industry

NestAway too says it has 75,000 tenants in
35,000 homes. The startup has so far raised $125
million from multiple investors, including Flip-
kart, Tiger Global, Ratan Tataand Goldman Sachs.

“This generation is consuming more and owning
less,” says Karan Jain, cofounder of Revv, a car
rental platform.

While Uber and Ola cater to point-to-point com-
mute, startups like Revv see an opportunity in a
longer engagement. There are around 4,000 cars
on its platform and these are rented out — for
hours, days, weeks, months or even years.

“There are people who want new car models
every two years without the hassle of paperwork or
owning an asset. We help them,” says Anupam
Agarwal, the other Revv cofounder.

Neetish Sarda, founder of SmartWorks, says 25-
30% of the office space in India is under the cow-
orking model or is shared.

He sees office space under coworkingseale from
20 million square feet as of today to 100 million
square feet in the next five years. About five years
back, co-working space was just under 10 million
sq feet in India.

“Drivers for growth of coworking include low
costs, plug-and-play environment and hassle-free
operations,” says Sarda.

Nothing Permanent
In some ways, sharing is not
new — paying guest accommoda-
tions or PGs havebeen around for
much longer. Yet PGs could never
scale beyond local areas, usually

around campuses.
What changed the sharing busi-
nesswere mobile apps that made as-
sets more accessible and some
clever innovation to solve real
problems.

The trend started with cabs and
has expanded to renting different kinds
of assets, including home appliances, bikes
and dresses. Andnow the businessesarescaling.

Karam Jain & Anupam Agrawal,
cofounaers, Revy

“This generation | =

is consuming
more and
owning less”

Karan Jain,
cofounder, Revv

s




10 DEMOCRACY AT WORK

Naidu’s change of tone

Political antennae have gone up after former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu told reporters in Chittoor he felt Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
ambitious plan to make India a $5 trillion economy by 2024 should be supported
and was do-able. “This is possible and very much (sic) achievable. I am sure the
Prime Minister will have his goal of taking the country’s GDP to $ 5trillion in the next
five years. I am going to come up with a document explaining how this is achievable
and can be achieved,” said Naidu after a party meeting. Not so long ago, Naidu was
part of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and it seems he is setting the stage
to return there. In his state, he is being buffeted by hostility and is being hounded by
the YSR Congress in power and is intent on extracting revenge from the previous
regime. Of course, we don’t know what the local unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) thinks. It is possible that sometime in the future, Naidu might seek a meeting
with Modi to hand over his document to make the PM’s dream come true.

CHATTERBOX

Differentinstinct

Interesting, the race to be visible on Twitter, and even more, what you do with the
media. On the day the Haryana and Maharashtra election results came out, it was
Priyanka Gandhi who came out with the first reaction from the Congress, not Rahul
Gandhi. On the day of the Ayodhya verdict, it was Priuyanka again. Rahul’s first tweet
of the day was not to issue a political comment on the judgment but to thank his SPG
(which was withdrawn around the same time). Interesting, the difference in instinct.

“‘We want to have the chief minister"s post for the
next 25 years. The Shiv Sena will provide leadership
to the state no matter who tries best to stop it.”
Shiv Sena Spokesman Sanjay Raut on whether the Sena will
share the CM's post on a rotational basis in the next
dispensation, November 15
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CHECKLIST
THE JHARKHAND CHESSBOARD

u|n a state where the current government
led by Bharatiya Janata Party leader
Raghubar Das is the first since the formation
of the state in 2000 to complete a full term in
office, floor crossings and defections have
reached new heights.

mAfter the 2014 Assembly polls, six JVM-P MLAs
had defected and joined the BJP. This had
helped Chief Minister Raghubar Das to form a
stable government.

® | ast month, four sitting MLAs quit their
parties and joined the BJP ahead of the
Assembly polls that begin November 30.
mSukhdeo Bhagat and Manoj Yadav of the

Congress crossed the floor first. While Bhagat, a

formerJharkhand Pradesh Congress
Committee president, represents the
Lohardaga constituency, Yadav elected from
the Darkatha seat, has represented the

constituency sixtimes and has a huge
following. Both leaders had managed to retain
theirseatsin 2014, at the height of a BJP sweep
following the Lok Sabha elections.

mThe BJP will have to explain to its candidates
who were defeated by these two, why they are
not being fielded again — because, obviously,
being renominated by a different party is part
of the deal for defectors crossing over.

® Kunal Sarangi of the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, also a sitting MLA, left his party and
jumped ship. Sarangi had won from
Baharagora constituency and his father
Dinesh was a minister in the erstwhile

BJP-led NDA governments of Babulal Marandi
and Arjun Munda.

®mAn independent, Bhanu Pratap Sahi, a
two-term MLA from Bhawanathpur seat,

has joined the BJP as well.
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Need for greater
realismin policy

S o what does the past teach us? Seven decades of foreign

OPINION

S JAISHANKAR

policy certainly offer a lot of lessons, especially if we con-

template a challenging road ahead. They span a broad
spectrum, both in time and in outcomes. A dispassionate assess-
ment of our performance would note that while we ourselves
have done well in many respects, many competitors have done
much better. Overcoming many challenges, India consolidated
its national unity and integrity. That was not a given, noting
that some other diverse societies like USSR and Yugoslavia did
not make it in the same period. A modern economy with indus-
trial capacities was developed over time, even as our reliance on
nature was mitigated in agriculture. Defence preparedness was
improved and one of the key accomplishments of diplomacy
was to enable access to multiple sources of equipment and tech-
nology. However, the fact remains that even after seven decades
of independence, many of our borders remain unsettled. In the
economic sphere, we may look good when benchmarked against
our own past. It seems a little different when compared to China
or South East Asia. So what really matters is to develop a sharp
awareness about our own performance. And the lessons of that
exercise can be captured in five baskets of issues.

The first relates to the need for greater realism in policy.
Swami Vivekananda perceptively described the world as a gym-
nasium where nations come to make themselves strong.
Particularly in the phase of optimistic non-alignment, perhaps
even later, our focus on diplomatic visibility sometimes led to
overlooking the harsher realities of hard security. The early mis-
reading of Pakistan’s intentions can perhaps be explained away
by lack of experience. But the reluctance to attach overriding
priority to securing borders even a decade later is much more
difficult tojustify. It was not just that the challenges 0f 1962 were
unanticipated. It was more that a diplomacy focused on world
politics did not give it the primacy it deserved. Somewhere, there
was an implicit but deeply entrenched belief that India’s high
standing in world affairs was protection enough against global
turbulence and competitive politics. It was, therefore, at some
cost that we discovered that outcomes can be decided as much
on the field as at conferences. This is a relevant takeaway even
now, despite having entered a more constrained world.
Interestingly, it is not that India always shrank from the appli-
cations of force when required. But having so strongly built up
an image of a reluctant power, we also ended up influenced by
our own narrative.

Due to that, we rarely prepared for security situations with
the sense of mission that many of our competitors displayed.
Discomfort with hard power was reflected in lack of adequate
consultation with the military, most notably during the 1962
conflict. The creation of the post of Chief of Defence Staff half-
a-century later shows a very different mindset. Judgments of
the past that overlooked security implications are also worth
studying. An overemphasis on diplomacy also led to a lack of
understanding of the behaviour of other polities. The Cold War
was seen more as an argumentation, when the reality was a
ruthless exercise of power. There was also little awareness in
the 1950s that we were dealing with a battle-hardened neighbor
to the North. Or indeed of the strategic significance of Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir. This approach to world affairs continued
even thereafter. Thus, in 1972 at Simla, India chose to bet on an
optimistic outlook on Pakistan. At the end of the day;, it resulted
in both a revanchist Pakistan and a continuing problem in
Jammu & Kashmir. That it has taken us so long to link talks
with Pakistan to cessation of terrorism speaks for itself.

The economic counterpart of these concerns constitute a
second basket. If one considers all the major growth stories
since 1945, a common feature was the extraordinary focus that
they put on leveraging the global environment. China did that
with great effect, initially with the USSR and then with the US
and the West. The Asian ‘tiger economies’ practiced it as well,
using Japan, the US and now China successively to build them-
selves. That is how India too approached its various relation-
ships over the last seven decades, but not always with the same
single-mindedness. Nevertheless, much of India’s industrial-
ization and capacities in other domains were direct achieve-
ments of collaborations enabled by diplomacy. Steel, nuclear
industry, higher education and computing are some examples.
This held true even more for the post-1991 reform period and
the shift eastwards of India’s economic centre of gravity. The
interconnection between diplomacy, strategy and economic
capabilities is, however, not self-evident. As in security, it is
important to distinguish between cause and effect. The econo-
my drives diplomacy; not the other way around. Few would
argue that the reforms of the 1990s and greater openness have
served us well. But as we then extrapolated it onto free trade
agreements with South-East and East Asia, the proposition has
become more challengeable. Blame it on structural rigidities,
limited competitiveness, inadequate exploitation of opportu-
nities or just plain unfair practices: the growing deficit numbers
are a stark reality. More importantly, their negative impact on
industry at home is impossible to deny. And China, of course,
poses a special trade challenge even without an FTA.

In this background, the recent debate about the RCEP offers
lessons in foreign policy as much as in the trade domain. On the
one hand, we should not go back to the old dogmas of economic
autarky and import substitution. But at the same time, embracing
the new dogma of globalization without a cost-benefit analysis is
equally dangerous. What we saw in Bangkok recently was a clear-
eyed calculation of the gains and costs of entering a new arrange-
ment. We negotiated till the very end, as indeed we should. Then,
knowing what was on offer, we took a call. And that call was that
no agreement at this time was better than a bad agreement. It is
also important to recognize what the RCEP is not. It is not about
stepping back from the Act East policy. Even in trade, India already
has FTAs with 12 out of the 15 RCEP partners. Nor is there really a
connection with our Indo-Pacific approach, as that goes well
beyond the RCEP membership. There can be a legitimate debate
on the merits of joining RCEP or any other FTA for that matter.
Just don’t confuse it for grand strategy.

Edited excerpt from the Ramnath Goenka memorial lecture by Minister
of External Affairs, S Jaishankar on November 14 at New Delhi

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

Sanjay Singh, who is in charge of organising Assembly elections for the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
says the party will benefit because the Delhi government, led by Arvind Kejriwal, has delivered.
Edited excerpts from the interview with Nitin Kumar:

‘We will repeat our
massive victory'

Inthe Delhi Assembly election in 2015, AAP
won 67 of the 70 seats. You had then
showcased 49 days of your government’s
work in its earlier stint in 2013-14. But this
time you are contesting after five years of
being in government. How much of a
challenge is arepeat of the same victory?
The people gave us a massive mandate in
2015 because in just 49 days (before that) we
had kept our promises about water, electric-
ity, and corruption, which we had said in our
manifesto. And, this time we are going to the
people with our five-year report card — 200
units of electricity free, 20,000 litres of free
water, and free medicine, checkups and
treatment in hospitals.

Today, the Delhi government bears the
health expenses of victims of road accidents.
We have provided free bus rides for women
in Delhi and installed 300,000 cameras for
their security. Apart from that, the Delhi gov-

ernment is giving the highest compensation
to farmers for their land — at 350,000 per
hectare (one hectare = 110,000 square feet).
For martyrs’ families, we gave %1 crore. We
have doubled the salaries of anganwadi
workers and guest teachers. These are our
achievements, on which the people will vote
for us. We will surely repeat our massive vic-
tory in the coming election.

AAP says it has fulfilled all the promises it
made in 2015, but free wi-fi across Delhi is
still adream.
We have done more than we promised in our
manifesto. Our priority is education — 26
per cent of our Budget expenditure, the high-
est in the country, goes to education. The
Delhi government is spending 13 per cent of
the Budget on health. Our Budget is the only
deficit-free one in the country.

Today, the country’s GDP is going down

but Delhi’s GDP is increasing. And we will
complete the small works that are pending
in the coming months.

AAP came to power riding on the
corruption-free Delhi wave. What is the
party’s main agenda for the upcoming
election?

This time our only agenda will be our report
card, which will tell the people of our
achievements. People will judge us on our
promises and delivery. We will start our elec-
tion campaign with a positive message. We
have kept negative messaging for the BJP,
which it is good at.

Just three months before the election the
central government approved the norms to
grant ownership in Delhi’s
1,797 unauthorised colonies,
with nearly 4 million
residents. These colonies are
considered an AAP vote bank.
Do you think that this move
will help the BJP to lure your
voters?

SANJAY SINGH

burning. People in Delhi are watching all of
this. They know that the BJP is against all
the work done for Delhi’s welfare.

When we started odd-even, it protested
against that too. Today, anybody can make
out the difference in air quality — after
odd-even implementation, pollution has
been curbed. This difference has not been
seen in Lucknow, Varanasi, Kanpur, or any
other place.

Funnily, the BJP wants odd-even in UP.
What does this mean? It is against everything
the Kejriwal government does.

AAP has accused the Central government of
doing nothing to prevent pollution in Delhi.
Any comment?

The Central government has not complied
with any recommendation of
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) and the Supreme Court
to prevent stubble burning in
Haryana, Punjab, and UP. All
stakeholders need to work
together to make a compre-
hensive plan to deal with this

What did the Central govern-
ment do to approve these
colonies? The Delhi govern-
ment on November 12, 2015,
sent an application to the cen-
tral government to seek
approval. For four years, we fought the battle
to get them approved. AAP took the initia-
tive, and this Bill will be passed in Parliament
in the coming session.

AAP, not the BJP, will benefit from this
move because we did the work to get these
colonies approved. The Central government
only delayed the approval. The Delhi gov-
ernment has spent 6,000 crore on develop-
ment work in these colonies.

Pollution has taken centre stage this time.
Willit be a political issue during the
Assembly election? And what has the Delhi
government done in the past five years to
curb the pollution generated from the
exhaust of diesel generators, garbage
burning, the dust of construction sites, and
illegal industrial activity?
The government, with the support of the
people, has reduced pollution by 25 per cent.
This data has been provided by agencies
working on environmental matters.

We started a drive to plant trees in Delhi.
It was our initiative to supply 24-hour elec-
tricity so that people could reduce the use of
generators. With the ban on construction
and excavation in Delhi, we were able to con-
trol pollution generated through the dust.
With the successful experiment of odd-even,
we were able to curb pollution in Delhi.

Because of our innovative idea of laser
Diwali celebration, people were motivated
not to use crackers and thousands of them
participated in our initiative. But what did
the BJP do? BJP workers were bursting crack-
ers, and sharing photos of their garbage

Rajya Sabha MP and
in charge of Assembly
election, AAP

issue. But our Union environ-
ment minister, Prakash
Javadekar, gave a statement
that the Kejriwal government
should give 1,500 crore to the
Haryana and Punjab govern-
ments to prevent pollution in Delhi. They
should have asked the state governments to
supply a sufficient number of seeders and
threshers, so that the farmers could stop
stubble burning. Have they done that?

The environment minister has postponed
three meetings with state environment
ministers, which shows either he has no
time for them or does not consider treating
the national capital’s poor air quality
on priority.

But recently newspapers have given three
different values of PM2.5 ratings and have
charged AAP with giving false numbers...
We are not the ones to give those pollution
reports. Several environmental agencies did
their research and drew the conclusion that
pollution in Delhi has reduced by 25 per cent.
Questioning them on the basis of newspaper
reports would be wrong.

Delhi has a water challenge for decades.
And a Lok Sabha Secretariat reportin

2018 stated Delhi’s water quality is
alarming. What did the Delhi government
do about this?

The Kejriwal government is the only one that
has supplied drinking water through
pipelines to homes. The menace of the mafia,
which I heard for the first time in Delhi, has
been removed by our government.

And to improve the water level in Delhi,
we have launched a project to create natural
reservoirs to conserve rainwater in the
Yamuna floodplains. This will end the water
crisis in the capital.

Theoctogenarians who willnotgiveup

From collecting money to build toilets for primary
studentsin government schools to saving a lake from
land sharks, Padmanabha and Rao are the dynamic
duo of civicactivism, writes Aditi Phadnis

admanabha Arkalgudand and
P S Venkata Subba Rao aged 83 years and

81 respectively, are the best of pals —
they have been, for over 60 years since their
days in law college. Padmanabha retired as a
senior vice-president from ITC Ltd and Rao
retired as general manager from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), Bengaluru more than 20
years ago. Since then, Rao has saved a lake
from the clutches of the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (DRT) and freely admits
his contribution to the ¥8 lakh crore
NPAs owed to public sector banks.
The two friends have raised money
and personally supervised the
building of toilets in at least three
government primary schools that
together account for more than
1000 pupils — small boys and girls.
They have many other projects on
their mind. This is Padmanabha
and Rao’s story and all the usual
clichés apply: They're neither tired
nor retired; and ultimately, age is
just a number.

The story of civic activism begins in the
1970s when Rao first built his house on the
banks of the 14-odd acre Byresandra lake. “It
was a full-fledged lake then, with boats and
fishing. In 1985, the Laxmanrao committee
appointed by the Karnataka government to
revive lakes suggested ways in which the
Byresandra lake could be protected and
turned into a tourist spot,” Rao said. But
around 1992, the lake began drying up — it
was probably drained of water deliberately.
The lake bed was visible and residents in the
area began noticing hundreds of lorries that

[
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would thunder in late at night or early morn-
ing piled with construction debris. The cen-
tral government-run National Institute of
Mental Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS) campus was nearby and a lot of
the land had been encroached by slums. “The
plan probably was to shift the slums to the
Byresandra lake bed,” Rao said.

The residents led by Rao filed a suit in the
Karnataka High Court and the case dragged
on and on. In 2005, “I went for a
walk and found a notice pasted on
the watchman’s cabin. It had been
issued by the Debt Recovery
Tribunal and said the lake was
being sold by public auction, so
anyone who was interested could
buy it.” Upon enquiring with the
DRT, Rao found that the entire lake
had been pledged as collateral with
the Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) by
a builder, who had then fallen on
hard times, was unable to repay his
loan and the collateral was in the
process of being auctioned by the bank. The
lake was valued at 5 crore and the builder
owed the bank (with interest and penalties)
around 36 crore. Rao rushed to the High Court
to seek a stay. The then Chief Justice said:
“Today a lake is being sold. Tomorrow it will
be the Vidhana Soudha. No stay.” Within days,
the lake was sold at a cost of ¥7.60 crore, with
the buyers paying 25 per cent immediately
and getting a month to pay the rest.

Rao’s advocate returned to the court to tell
the Chief Justice that the lake had been sold.
A stay was granted. The bank, anxious to
recover its money, appealed in the Supreme

Court. “Being a bank officer, I knew there
would be an appeal,” Rao said and immedi-
ately filed a caveat. The bank’s appeal was dis-
missed. By now, it was 2011 and Justice J S
Khehar had been appointed Chief Justice of
the Karnataka High Court. He not only ruled
that the auction was void but also decreed
that the lake be developed by the Bangalore
Municipality. The lake is now a limpid pool
of tranquillity in South Bangalore. No one
knows what happened to the bad loan.

This had been a good fight and the two
friends were ready for more. One day, out on
their morning walk, they found a terrible
stench and discovered it was from a public
toilet in Byresandra. The toilet was opposite
a primary school with 150 students which had
no toilet of its own. It had no doors, and the
inside was filthy.

The two decided to renovate the toilet and
sent messages and emails to friends to raise
funds. The contractors they approached

s

wanted between I3 and 4 lakh to renovate
it. The friends decided to give out a labour
contract and supervise the renovations
themselves. They managed to do it for 31.60
lakh. They had, in the meantime, raised
almost 3 lakh. They sought the advice of the
donors who said they should continue to ren-
ovate school toilets. So they went from school
to school. “In one school we found some kind
donor had built a toilet for boys but there was
none for the girls. So the girls were asked to
use the boys’ toilet and the boys were asked
to use a designated spot in the open. We
organised separate toilets for the girls and
boys...” Rao chuckled. Their third school
toilet project will become functional from
this weekend.

The two friends have a lot of fun together.
They are quite content filling the breach
where the government can’t reach until it is
shamed into acting. And they are both neither
tired nor retired.
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eports that Google intends to

enter the consumer banking space

through a partnership with

Citibank did not cause any sur-
prise, because many tech firms are looking
at the consumer finance market. However,
there are genuine concerns about the impli-
cations for data security and data sover-
eignty if this happens. The search engine
giant would gain access to vast, new, high-
ly sensitive datasets if it became a banking
service provider. It is unclear what it intends
to do with that data. Recent revelations that
Google had discreetly gained access to the
health data of at least 50 million Americans
have added to the apprehensions.

Banking with Google

Regulators need to be watchful about sensitive financial data

Consumer finance is a new focus area
for tech majors. Apple has launched credit
cards in partnership with Goldman Sachs.
Facebook is trying to create a cryptocurrency
with its Libra initiative. Facebook’s sub-
sidiaries, WhatsApp and Instagram, are set-
ting up payment systems within the respec-
tive apps. Amazon is said to be seeking a
partnership to provide banking services.
Google Pay is already a very successful pay-
ment app. It has around 67 million users in
India, and it is said to be generating over 50
per cent of all Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) transactions and also doing well else-
where around the world.

The Citibank-Google partnership would

provide checking accounts tied to Google
Pay accounts, with backup support from a
credit-rating agency. This initiative could be
launched in 2020. Citi’s checking accounts
are typically fee-based, with charges payable
for overdrafts, and for withdrawals from
non-Citi ATMs. Google may opt that model.
On Citi's part, gaining access to Google’s
massive user-base makes the partnership
an attractive proposition.

However, even if the bank accounts are
fee-based, Google is unlikely to be interested
in just generating some revenue from con-
sumers. This would be small change for the
company, which had over $136 billion in glob-
al revenues in 2018. The real area of interest
would be the new data generated in a bank-
ing operation. When consumers are paid,
how much they spend on discretionary pur-
chases, where they spend it, and so on - these
are the sorts of information Google would
become privy to as a banking service

provider. It could potentially tie the new
information fields to data it already possess-
es about the search practices of users, their
video-watching habits, reading and musical
tastes, e-mail usage, video-calling patterns,
and the ads they watch.

This would enable the creation of a
formidably complete profile of users, which
could enable the company to micro-target
consumers in multiple ways. Would Google
share that data with other companies?
Would it use that data to drive some new
initiatives of its own? Obviously, these
things are unclear. But consumers and the
regulatory authorities could justifiably be
apprehensive about one private company
gaining access to so much information
about so many individuals. Questions may
also arise about the storage and security of
any such data, and the privacy laws that
would be applicable. This is over and above
regulators wanting compliance with local

KYC and regulations.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), for
instance, wants financial service providers
to store data pertaining to Indian citizens
on servers located within the country. The
EU has also started thinking about data
localisation. Google Pay has agreed in prin-
ciple to comply with the RBI’s data locali-
sation rules but it has not done so yet, even
though the rules were announced about a
year ago. All this means that there is a trust
deficit where many consumers are con-
cerned. There are over 5.5 billion searches
on Google every day, and 1.4 billion Gmail
accounts in operation. Indeed, there are
over 100 million users of Google Pay across
the world. But many of those users may
not be comfortable with Google having
access to sensitive financial data as well.
And regulators certainly need to review
Google’s plans carefully, given the chance
that something could go very wrong.

India and its Brics dilemmas

The five-country group faces challenges arising from bilateral differences and diverse political systems

Prime Minister Narendra Modi (second from right) with, from left to right, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa at the 11th BRICS emerging economies summit in Brasilia, Brazil

HARSH V PANT & RAJ KUMAR SHARMA

Friday with customary calls for strengthening

multilateralism and reforming global institu-
tions such as the UN Security Council (UNSC), World
Trade Organisation, World Bank (WB) and
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Initially, BRICS
mainly had an economic agenda but gradually, the
scope has widened to include security, health, science
and technology, culture and civil society. Under the
chairmanship of Brazil, more than a hundred meet-
ings relating to BRICS were held in 2019.

From an Indian perspective, two major develop-
ments happened at the summit. One, the grouping
decided to open a regional office of the New
Development Bank (NDB) in India. This hopefully
will give impetus to financing of projects in India’s
priority areas. Second, terrorism was one of the pri-
ority areas for BRICS 2019, set by Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro. The BRICS joint working group on
counter-terrorism decided to constitute five sub
working groups — one each focusing on terrorist
financing, use of the internet for terrorist purposes,
countering radicalisation, the issue of foreign ter-
rorist fighters, and capacity-building.

In 2012, India, as the chair of BRICS, introduced
security on the agenda, as the theme of the New
Delhi summit was “BRICS Partnership for Global
Stability, Security and Prosperity”. Terrorism is now
a key concern of all member states, and India made
good use of this opportunity as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi highlighted the fact that the world
loses $1 trillion due to terrorism each year. India has
been facing state-sponsored cross-border terrorism
from Pakistan for decades now but in BRICS, China
has been shielding Pakistan and has been uneasy
discussing the issue of terrorism on this platform.
India hopes to continue to work with other BRICS
countries to reach an understanding with China on
the issue of cross-border terrorism.

Overall, while the BRICS grouping may have
completed a decade, it continues to face the chal-
lenges of the lack of a binding ideology, bilateral
differences, diversity in terms of socio-cultural
and political systems, and China’s overwhelming

The 11th BRICS summit concluded in Brazil on

presence, which reduces the space for other coun-
tries in the grouping. Given these challenges, New
Delhi’s continuing engagement with BRICS has
generated mixed responses.

As China rises and positions itself as the sole
challenger to American hegemony, there is a grow-
ing discussion about the possible Kindleberger Trap,
a situation where China may fail to provide global
public goods like a clean environment and financial
stability, despite being a superpower. Small countries
have little incentive to contribute to global public
goods and it is generally the responsibility of great
powers to provide global governance. The idea of
the Kindleberger Trap is also applicable to rising
powers like India, which have global ambitions.

A close examination of India’s record in BRICS

reveals that New Delhi has used

BRICS allows its membership to make a sub-
India to send stantial contribution to the
out messages international financial architec-
about its ture, while also making efforts

foreign policy
priorities,

to address glaring gaps in areas
such as counter-terrorism, the

underscoring fight against climate change and
its desire to UNSC reform. India is not a free-
be part of rider in a system of global gover-
issue-based nance dominated by the West,
coalitions and continues to provide a

vision of global governance.

India was the main BRICS country behind the
establishment of the NDB and proposed the idea at
the fourth BRICS summit in New Delhi. The NDB was
established in 2014 with all five BRICS members
contributing equal amounts of economic capital and
having equal voting rights, with no provision of veto
power. The NDB also intends to provide non-condi-
tional financing, unlike the WB and IMF. This reflects
true equality in a global financial institution, and the
NDB attempts to rectify the North-South divide that
exists in the governance of the WB and IMF to make
it more inclusive.

While it might be tempting to position the NDB as
a challenge to the West, New Delhi seeks reforms in
global governance through BRICS and does not have
an anti-West agenda. As External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar recently suggested, India could be viewed

as a south-western power, a blend of the West and the
developing world. Through BRICS, India seems to be
mediating between the two identities.

India’s efforts to seek changes in international
financial governance through BRICS have been suc-
cessful, as China also shares this objective with India.
The story has been one of missed opportunity in areas
like UNSC reform, counter-terrorism and the fight
against climate change. BRICS may have raised the
issue of UNSC reform but this is more declaratory in
nature than a serious attempt to overhaul the UNSC.
This reflects that BRICS is interested in selective
reform of the system, as its members have developed
vested interests in the existing system. That is why the
grouping seeks to reform global financial governance
but is divided over UNSC reform. On the issue of ter-
rorism, India has tried to project its unique approach,
in which New Delhi is not selective and does not dif-
ferentiate between good terrorists and bad terrorists,
since they all pose a threat to humanity.

Climate governance too has been highlighted as
an area where BRICS members have a lot of potential
to contribute, but so far, that has not happened.
Russia has been ambivalent towards climate change
and has recently joined the Paris Agreement. India
has taken initiatives outside the grouping to project
itself as a leader in the fight against climate change,
such as the launch of the International Solar Alliance
in 2015 with France. Apart from the global agenda,
BRICS allows New Delhi to send out messages about
its foreign policy priorities, underscoring its desire to
be part of issue-based coalitions.

At a different level, BRICS membership elevates
India’s global profile. China may still not be interest-
ed in de-hyphenating India and Pakistan, but India’s
BRICS membership automatically de-hyphenates
India and Pakistan, while it casts India and China as
equals. So, even as challenges abound in the BRICS
trajectory, the grouping will continue to be of some
instrumental value to India in the years ahead.

Harsh V Pant is director research at Observer Research
Foundation, New Delhi, and professor of International
Relations, King’s College London.

Raj Kumar Sharma is a consultant at Faculty of Political
Science, IGNOU, New Delhi
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How secure are social
media messaging apps?

ATANU BISWAS

id we think that our social media mes-
Dsaging devices are so safe that they

cannot be hacked or snooped? If so,
then we were silly. We now know that abugin
WhatsApp’s audio call feature allowed hackers
toinstall acommercial spyware of Israeli com-
pany NSO Group on Android and iOS phones
just by calling the target.

No doubt, most messaging apps are not
easy to crack. In an opinion piece in The
Daily Telegraph in July 2017, the then UK
Home Secretary Amber Rudd opined that
“real people” are not really interested in secu-
rity features that stop the government and
criminals from reading their messages. Her
claim has been called “dangerous and mis-
leading” by many critics. However, the idea
somehow persists.

This October, US Attorney General William
Barr, acting US Homeland Security Secretary
Kevin McAleenan, UK Home Secretary Priti
Patel and Australia’s minister for home affairs,
Peter Dutton, co-signed an open letter to
Facebook, urging it to halt its plan to roll out
end-to-end encryption across its suite of mes-
saging products. Such demands, however,
completely ignore the choices of billions of
“real people” who are present and future users
of such messaging apps. And, the
recent outrage following the
episode involving the spyware
Pegasus shows that real people
do care about their security.

In April 2016, the Facebook-

become a

owned messaging service, emphasise
WhatsApp, rolled out end-to-  security of
end encryption across all messaging
devices supporting the plat- and attract
forms: “WhatsApp’send-to-end  more users

encryption ensures only you

and the person you’re communicating with
can read what is sent, and nobody in
between, not even WhatsApp.” This is
because all messages are secured with a lock,
and only the recipient and sender have the
special key needed to unlock and read them.
But, that security is certainly not absolute.
And Pegasus has also exposed WhatApp’s
limitations around its end-to-end encryp-
tion. If the spyware is installed, it can access
the targeted users’ private data, including
passwords, contact lists, calendar events, text
messages, and live voice calls from popular
mobile messaging apps.

Interestingly, “end-to-end” encryption has
become a buzzword which is now widely used
toemphasise the security of any such product,
mostly to make it more attractive to users — so
much so that common people tend to believe
that the encryption between the two “ends” is
simply unbreakable. Is end-to-end encryp-
tion a magic bullet for security?

Certainly, some messaging apps encrypt
messages between the user and them.
However, aren’t most encryptions end-to-end?
Still, they are always vulnerable at the two
ends, as is clear from the Pegasus episode. In
addition, who says that they’re 100 per cent
secured in-between? We know the encrypted
message is scrambled. But, is it impossible for
an interceptor to decode it? Do we think that
cryptography systems are based on mathe-

‘Encryption’ has

buzzword that is
widely used to

matical problems so complex that they cannot
be solved without a key? Certainly not. A clas-
sic example was British mathematician Alan
Turing’s cracking, during the Second World
War, of Enigma, an enciphering machine used
by the German armed forces to send messages
securely, by changing the cipher system daily.

The security of the encrypted message no
doubt depends on the strength of the encryp-
tion, and the computing power and efficiency
of the interceptor. With more and more pow-
erful computers, and quantum computers
around the corner, encrypted messages using
standard encryption methods are bound to
become increasingly vulnerable. Also, one
must keep in mind that the proof of security of
the encryption algorithms is often based on
several “assumptions”, whose validity is nev-
er tested. Overall, an end-to-end encryption
maybe sufficiently secured, but its not a
panacea. All digital messages in social media
can be hacked, even if they are deleted. Almost
everything connected to the internet is at risk
of cyberattacks.

There are other vulnerabilities; for exam-
ple, WhatsApp offers the option to back up
chats to Google Drive or iCloud, but those
back-up copies are not protected by end-to-
end encryption.

WhatsApp, with over 1.5 billion users
worldwide, including 400 mil-
lion in India, might be most vul-
nerable due to its large user
base. What about other messag-
ing apps such as Signal,
iMessage, GroupMe, Viber,
the LINE and Telegram? Most of
them are also encrypted end-to-
end, but complete security is
possibly a hypothetical and non-
existent state in cryptology.
LINE is incredibly popular in
East Asia. This writer has seen a 2018 article
by two Japanese researchers on breaking the
message integrity of an end-to-end encryp-
tion scheme of LINE.

Telegram has been widely used by the
Hong Kong protestors to organise protests
while hiding their identities. A few months
ago, a group of Hong Kong engineers observed
that a feature in Telegram’s design might have
allowed mainland Chinese or Hong Kong
authorities to learn the real identities of users.
Telegram tried to fix this bug to allow users to
disable identity matching by phone number.

Cyber-security is often a game of cat and
mouse. In fact, two major directions of
research in cryptology are breaking the avail-
able security, and devising more efficient
security. If “non-breakable” security can at
all be devised, that will be the end of cryp-
tology, indeed!

However, security is just a belief. It is bet-
ter to understand this, and act accordingly.
One of my cryptologist friends believes that
an app or an encryption is safe as long as it is
not hacked or snooped. I disagree. I think
that safety is ensured until we know that it has
been hacked or snooped.

The quest for devising more secure encryp-
tion and stronger security, however, continues.

apps

Thewriteris professor of statistics, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata
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RBI must address slowdown,

even as inflation rises

SCruling on RTl is welcome

Media has right to criticise

Paves way for greater transparency

Criticism and defamation are different

It should frontload rate cuts in its
December monetary policy review

The Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank of India
is scheduled to meet in the first week of December. With var-
ious economic indicators indicating that growth has slowed
down considerably over the past few months, the consensus so
far has been that the MPC will cut the benchmark repo rate for
the sixth straight time in December, bringing it below 5 per
cent. But the sharper than expected spike in headline retail
inflation in October has complicated the policy choices before
the MPC. Data from the National Statistics Office shows that
headline retail inflation edged up to 4.62 per cent in October,
up from 3.99 per cent in September, largely on the back of
higher food inflation. Core inflation, which is essentially infla-
tion excluding food and fuel, has moderated further, howev-
er, signaling continued weakness in demand.

Inits last policy review, the RBI had lowered its estimate for
growth this year to 6.1 per cent, down from its earlier assess-
ment of 6.9 per cent. But there is little possibility of the RBI's
projections materialising, as various high frequency indicators
suggest that growth is likely to fall below 5 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter. So, while the MPC should carefully assess the
trajectory of food inflation, its primary concern should be to

arrest the slowdown. It should frontload the rate cuts in its
December policy, though the magnitude of the cut will depend
on the extent to which growth deviates from the RBI's own pro-
jection.

The Indian Express, November 15

The welcome ruling by a five-
member Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court that the
office of the Chief Justice of
India is a “public authority”
under the RTI Act, as much
as the apex court itself, now
enables the disclosure of
information such as the
judges’ personal assets. The
judgment’s majority opinion,
written by Justice Sanjiv
Khanna, emphasised the
need for transparency and
accountability and that “dis-
closure is a facet of public
interest”. The Bench unani-
mously argued that the right
to know under the RTI Act
was not absolute and this had
to be balanced with the right
of privacy of judges.

The RTI Act is a strong
weapon that enhances
accountability, citizen

activism and, consequently,
participative = democracy,
even if its implementation
has come under strain in
recent years due mainly to
the Central government’s
apathy and disregard for the
nuts and bolts of the Act. Yet,
despite this, the Supreme
Court judgment paves the
way for greater transparency
and could now impinge upon
issues such as disclosure,
under the RTI Act, by other
institutions such as registered
political parties. This is vital
as political party financing is
a murky area today, marked
by opacity and exacerbated
by the issue of electoral
bonds, precluding citizens
from being fully informed on
sources of party incomes.

The Hindu, November 15

Freedom of the press — the
Tebbit test of a democracy —
had not been specifically men-
tioned in Section 19(1) of the
Constitution but that may only
be because BR Ambedkar, one
of the architects of the
Constitution, believed that the
media’s right to air their opin-
ion is concomitant with the
right of the citizens to express
themselves freely and fear-
lessly. The minders of New
India have let Ambedkar down
in this respect as well. Andhra
Pradesh, which has elected YS
Jaganmohan Reddy's YSR
Congress to power, has given
its nod to an earlier provision
that empowers secretaries of
government departments to
file complaints against the
media for publishing defama-
tory news. Ambiguities exist
in the interpretation of

defamation: Thin-skinned
governments are ever willing
to blur the line between legiti-
mate criticism and defama-
tion in a bid to stifle dissent.
The media’s right to be critical
of a government or a specific
department should be
absolute in a democratic sys-
tem of governance. Moreover,
statutes exist to restrain the
press from indulging in
vendetta.

The media as an institution
has also been complicit in its
own undoing. One of the rea-
sons being attributed to Mr
Reddy’s excess is that the
media in Andhra Pradesh has,
for long, been divided on the
basis of political allegiances.
Fairness must be integral to
the media’s conduct.

The Telegraph, November 15
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(zame of thrones, engaging and no less worrying

VOTED for Aaditya Thackeray in the
recent election to the Maharshtra
Assembly knowing that he and the
Shiv Sena would be the buffer between
the public and one-party rule. Little did I
imagine that the situation would go com-
pletely out of control because of the firm
stand taken by Aaditya’s father, Uddhav
Thackeray, who succeeded his own father,
Balasaheb, as the Shiv Sena Pramukh.

working, personally honest and very quick ~ Ayodhya closure, finally
in giving decisions. The speed with which  The Ayodhya judgment was keenly await-
he undertook the infrastructure building ed. Like cricket lovers glued to the big
in the city was extremely commendable.I  screen during international matches, peo-
doubt if anyone I know in the Shiv Sena, ple in my city waited to hear the ruling on
barring Aaditya, would be able to match TV last Saturday. The vast majority of peo-
his achievements. But Aaditya hasstillto  ple I spoke to and interacted with were
be tested. happy that peace could now be on the hori-
Politics is a very curious game. Andwhen  zon. Most of the Muslims of the less afflu-
it is played between deft practitioners like ent variety were not satisfied. They

A blg state bOﬁSﬂHg Uddhav insists that Amit Shah had Sharad Pawar and Amit Shah, it becomes thought that injustice had been done to
, promised him a 50:50 share in power shar- even more interesting. The only viewItake  the community. Hindus of the same eco-

Ofthe COUHUYS ing and that included equal time as Chief ' ' on the present scenariois that ajuggernaut nomic bracket felt exactly the opposite,
. . Minister. That meant that the BJP Chief that was rolling and rolling has now been  but thankfully their reactions were muted.
CommerCIal Capltals Minister would be replaced by the Sena’s slowed down and that is not a bad thing. As Personally, I thought that the learned

Lord Acton had so famously remarked, men who constituted the Bench had the
“Power corrupts and absolute power cor- nation’s well-being in mind. Contradic-
rupts absolutely.” Before absolute power tions in their reasoning are apparent but I
was achieved by the rolling juggernaut, it  have no doubt at all that they were aiming

Wthh was COHSidQTQd nominee after two-and-a-half years. I am
inclined to believe Uddhav, though the

by everyone tobein BJP has stoutly denied making any such
the BJPS pOCket has promise. Amit Shah did not visit Mumbai

during the entire impasse, which lends was propitious that the wheels of the char-  for closure, which meant that legal niceties Y/ _
now broken ﬁﬂee. credence to Uddhav’s claim. In the past, il N 4 O 1ot were halted in their tracks. It wasleftto ~ would need some circumvention. As one : =3
. Amit Shah has always come in at a crucial : \ s I/% \ g4 Maharashtra and the Shiv Sena and of who hasworked for communal harmony in Dy L i Lol
P OhthS may take dln point in the negotiations and has always B o LT j s course to Sharad Pawar, who had played my city for the past 25 years, I welcomed A b
NCP, Congress backing Shiv Sena to keep the

managed to coax Uddhav to relent. his own part in the drama, to contributeto  the judgment. I felt like Lt Gen Zameer Thelearned men who constituted the SC

CVEI MOIE CULous As I said earlier, I never thought that gov- BIP outis possible, but is cause for worry. pri the BJP’s setback. A big state boasting of ~ Uddin Shah that the Muslims would have ~ Bench had the nation’s well-being in mind. pTi
turn and we have to ernment formation in my home state would the country’s commercial capital, which  come off very positively in the common
: come to this sorry pass. The electionresults  Sena in order to keep the BJP out. Thisis  was considered by everyone (includingme) man’s eye if they had themselves offered  scientific inquiry. This country has more
wait and WatCh were declared on October 24, there is no  possible but to ordinary mortals like us, it  to be in their pocket, has now broken free.  to surrender their claim to the geographical  that 80 per cent Hindus and their feelings
government in Maharashtra till date! The  will be a cause for worry. To begin with, the Of course I agree that politics may take location where common Hindus, notinim-  need to be respected. In our neighbouring
rumour is that the NCP of Sharad Pawar outgoing Chief Minister Devendra Fad- aneven more curious turn with this devel- ical to other faiths, believe that Lord Rama  country, belief would certainly prevail over
and the Congress will both support the Shiv  navis was acceptable to all. He was hard- opment and we have to wait and watch. was born. It is a matter of faith and not of  science if religion was involved!

was taking place, we thought. However, the
next day, my senior JCO conveyed a
request from the Pakistani soldiers — stop
the training!

Apparently, at night, a Pakistani sentry
had yelled across in Punjabi: “Oye band
karo eh...” Loosely translated, his message
was: “You guys have no work? Ever since

Re-examining modern India  Without crossing line

fully recovered from the communal
hatred and bloody violence that marked
our Independence.

Just as Gandhi had to painfully admit
that our communal harmony was so frag-
ile that it was destroyed in a matter of
days, we should also admit that our

HE rapid development of politi-
cal events in the last fortnight
may persuade even sceptics and
rationalists to ask whether astro-
logical changes in the celestial world
have prompted the resolution of prob-
lems pending for decades. Who would

s

A
i o

DUCHST |""' have believed that it would take 72 years democracy is so fragile that it will need BRIG SANDEEP THAPAR (RETD) you have started this, even our chaps have
IRA PANDE to open the borders (even if just a frac- more than lip service to preserve it. We got enthused. So our training is also on. Tell
tion) to allow Sikhs to walk into Pakistan may boast of our great secular tradition HE word LC or LoC (ceasefire line) your company commander to stop it!”
IH dl an un d erstan dlﬂ g to worship at a revered gurdwara, almost and the co-existence of all religions and T invariably evokes thoughts of firing, A few days later, the situation deteriorated
next to the border? And who would have faiths to other countries, but we must also shelling, infiltration attempts and vio- due to a stray incident and firing com-
Of the Rule Of [.awis believed that the Supreme Court would - ask ourselves truthfully, how deeply do lence, especially in times when relations menced. It carried on for days. Now most
. . finally decide to allow Hindus to build a / : we Indians believe in its essential values? between India and Pakistan get strained  Pakistani officers don’t stay at posts which
d thStEd Version Of temple at what they believe to be the # \ Just recall the disgusting spectacle of (Which is pretty often). Undoubtedlyitisthe are commanded by JCOs; officers come
iun l e 1aW Wh ere birthplace of Lord Ram? Asif all this was- < ' 4 ‘. \ lawyers and police clashing recently largest eyeball-to-eyeball deployment of only if the situation becomes tense. One
J g n’t enough to take in together, the two  AfterIindependence, Gandhifelt he had inside a court of law. Will we be able to forces along the (de facto) borders between  fine day, a JCO commanding a small out-
mlght 1S ﬂght and events took place on a day that marked becomeanawkward burdenonthe Congress. ook at both these custodians of law with two nations, who have fought fourwars. But  post said he knew for certain a Pakistani
C e 1. . the 30th anniversary of the opening of any degree of trust after that? it is not always that the response is violent;  officer was now at the post opposite his.
d lethargICJUChClal another border that had divided one party. Attenborough’s memorable film Gandhi said mournfully in July 1947, “I there are umpteen occasions when diverse “How do you know that for certain?” I
svstem that iV@S no country into two: the Berlin Wall was dis-  had shown us Gandhiji’s heroic efforts can see what passed for ahimsa for all informal interaction also takes place. asked. “A young-looking man in a track
y g mantled on a November 9, too. The coin-  to stop the bloody riotsin Bengalandthe  these years was not ahimsa, rather it was The Pakistani army is Punjabi-dominated  suit is roaming all over their post. This
ﬁnahty or C]OSUI’G to cidence was just too bizarre. fast unto death he later undertook to passive resistance... employed by one and the areas where the bulk of our forces morning he was peeking at our post
.. . More importantly, like the lancing ofa  ensure that Pakistan was given its fair  without a weapon. We were non-violent are deployed opposite them, also haveafair  through binos. I called out to him to say
vexed htlgathH- suppurating wound that had poisoned share of the sovereign fund. This ulti- on account of our helplessness, but our share of Punjabis. The reactions are, there- let’s not fire at each other since both would
Perhap q lt iS tlme to the body politic of the two nations carved = mately incited Godse to assassinate him  hearts were filled with violence. Now fore, very similar to how most North Indi-  suffer losses.”
out of a single country, the palpablewave  but, as Sudhir Chandra suggests, it was  when the British are withdrawing, we are ans would react to a situation. “So how does that make him an officer?”
re—l()()k at the Very oflove on both sides of theborderandthe a death that Gandhi welcomed and expending that violence by fighting In Op Brasstacks, we were deployed in I asked. “Saab, he said ‘shut up’ and
: stirring speeches given on both sides by  awaited. Ever since Independence, the = amongst one another.” Bhimber Gali (Rajouri). The battalion had walked away — he is definitely an officer!”
nature, fOUHd&thH politicians give one hope that perhapsthe = Mahatma strongly felt that he had Our understanding of secularism, a typical LC deployment — at some places In Op Parakram, my battalion was
Of the India we have wounds of Partition may have healed. become an awkward burden onthe Con- democracy and the Rule of Law is as Pakistanis looked into our posts, at others  deployed on the IB near Kathua (J&K).
Can faith solve problems created by poli-  gress. Moreover, his dream of afreeIndia  flawed today as it was then. In the 70- odd we dominated them. Both had steadfastly  There was a stalemate in the situation. That
Created and then tics? If only we had left it to non-state  that would be composed of village years since Independence, we have occupied these positions since 1971 despite  year (2002) the Natwest Tri-series (England,
d . d h h actors and the ordinary citizens of both  republics and his ideas of economic reduced democracy to monarchicrule by the tactical unsuitability of somelocations.  Sri Lanka and India) was conducted in
eclde whether to our countries, could this have been possi-  development were increasingly becom-  another name, for where we had kings Our battalion had moved in from western  England. India reached the finals and it
Caﬂ OUI"SG]VGS modem ble even earlier? Who can say, but it is ing out of step with the Soviet-style and princes we now have political UP I was at a post called Big Tree, which  was an epic match with England where we
equally true that it needed a sufficient industrialisation championed by the dynasts, and what we call secularism is a was heavily dominated by a Pakistani post.  chased down 325 runs, from a pretty impos-
distance from 1947 and its bloody history = core of the Congress elite, who were hideous travesty of the separation of tem- I found there was little daily activity with  sible situation (thanks to Kaif and Yuvraj).
for the message of love preached by Guru  eager to create a strong centralised state-  poral and religious power. The Indian the post being small in size. The situation = One company commander decided to share
Nanak to permeate the toughened hearts  directed development model. According  understanding of the Rule of Law is a along the LCwas also quiet. SoIdecidedto  this celebration with the Pakistanis. He
of our political leaders. to Chandra, for Gandhi, the last straw twisted version of jungle law where organise some training. The next day, instructed his sentry to fire a small LMG
Itis appropriate at this pointtoremem-  was the admission of his failureasapaci- mightisright and a lethargicjudicial sys- troops formed squads and started training  burst across, at no target in particular. So
ber another apostle of peace and therole  fist whoneverwavered on hisdoctrineof tem that gives no finality or closure to on 84 mm RL (rocket launcher). Some part  far neither side had fired at each other after
he played in opposing the partition of non-violence no matter what the provo-  vexed litigation. of the area where they were training could the initial deployment eight months ago. I
Punjab. In a thought-provoking book on  cation. After witnessing the horrific vio- Perhaps it is time to re-examine the be seen from the Pakistani post. Soon we let this act pass off as a one-time euphoric
the 169 days that separated the Partition lence between Hindus and Muslims—a  very nature and foundation of the India found curious Pakistani troops peeking to  outburst after a win (and some drinks).
and the assassination of Mahatma Gand-  shock from which he never truly recov- we have created and then decide see what we were doing. This continued The Pakistanis did not respond then.
hi, Sudhir Chandra, in a book titled An  ered — he saw the central core of the whether to call ourselves modern. We the next day too. Now most would know Three weeks later, the same company com-
Impossible Possibility, has meticulously = Swara) movement cast aside brutally may discover in this process that that Pakistani soldiers generally wear mander reported a burst aimed at an isolat-
tracked the deepening gloom in Gandhi-  after it had served its political purpose. instead of moving forward to a bright civvies while at posts (to pass off as civil- ed location. I was going through the papers
jI’s life and his conscious withdrawal And if we are honest, we will have to new world, we are sliding dangerously ians). So it surprised us to see them in uni- and read that the Pakistani hockey team
from national politics and the Congress  admit that independent India has never  to our dark middle ages. form on the third day. Maybe some visit had won an Asian tournament!
Are there no takers for Lutyens and Baker’
N arecent Salman Rushdie novel, Two al bank, and you won’t be short-changed. mandarins? The previous Speaker of the = who is going to get the contract. It will be
IYears, Eight Months and Twenty Eight  The area around Kashi Vishwanath tem- Lok Sabha wanted more space. In the a drain on the exchequer. And there had
Nights, a character called Airagaira, ple is being cleared. There is a consider- House of Commons, there is no room for  better be some clarity about the plans,

who works on a plant, makes bold to ask  able reason to clear it. If you take half-a-
the plant manager, who is called the day to get darshan of Mahadev on a
Orderer, ‘What does the machine of the  Shivratri day, the administration had bet-

% - 3 4 future produce?’ ‘What does it make?’ ter do something. But modernising one of
TIETTES A D] MIN]'RY  the Orderer screamed. ‘It makes glory! the oldest cities in the world takes some
KEKI DARUWALLA Glory is the product. Glory, honour and doing. London, if you remember your his-
pride. Glory is the future, but you have tory, was luckier. The plague (1665) and
shown that there is no place in that future  the fire (1666) flattened the city and a new

everyone to sit when the House is full. which buildings will be axed and which
Some MPs have to stand and debate. The turned into museums. The delimitation
precincts look old and shabby, but much  exercise, now limited to the Union Terri-
respect is attached to that shabbiness. The  tories of J&K, will get going all over the
hall was built in two years from 1097 to  country. An increase in MPs (mostly
1099 under William 11, known as William  stemming from UP and Bihar, which are
Rufus because of his red hair. It was bursting at the seams with people), will
demolished in 1834 because of fire and spell considerable trouble because politi-

HOW come De]hl, for you. Take this terrorist away. I willnot  one came up. So did Goering’s Luftwaffe Renovation of Parliament will be a huge drain  rebuilt in 1840-1876. The Capitol Building cal equations will be turned askew. I
allow him to infect this sector...’ flatten London during the blitzkrieg.  onourexchequer. in Washington was built in 1800. The White = remember that once the empty canopy at

107 year S Old, HeedS dil That almost sounds like someone high-  Varanasi, rather our beloved Benares, has House is true to its 1792 conception, and India Gate was touted to be filled with a
overhaul? The BﬁtS had up we know. We are now told that the Cen-  not been solucky! As the 4-foot wide lanes  Party leads a demonstration against some  has absorbed all the additions. Why arewe  statue of Mahatma Gandhi and there was
) tral Vista of New Delhi is being altered, coil and uncoil around the temple, and a  chimera, or when lawyers decide to thrash  in a hurry to revamp our capital? an outcry. How would the Mahatma fit

done a marveﬂous JOb North and South Blocks turned intomuse-  lakh of people gather for an entry intothe  some policemen. How come this city, 107 The hurry was evident with the Public  into that imperial passage? Now the ball
: . : ums, some streets bludgeoned, a corner sanctum sanctorum, matters can become years old, needs an overhaul? The Brits Works Department floating tenders for is in Modi’s court. Many of us will hope

N elther secular 18t Iﬂdla being scraped off, a new Parliament build-  tricky. Six hundred crores were set apart had done a marvellous job. Neither secu- the project. There have been already, for no dramatic changes.
nor Hmdutva Hlﬂd has ing, a new Prime Minister’s house! Guys, for clearing 45,000 square metres. As larist India nor Hindutva Hind has any- according to press reports, four corrigen- To conclude, a word about the great Fire
. thisis gonnabe amajor overhaul. Notonly  three-storeyed buildings are being thing comparable to show. Chandigarh dums and one addendum to the tender of London. Charles II was himself throw-
anythmg Comparable will the engine be changed, but even the brought down and joint families split, looks like a grey, characterless city, badly and only the architects who have ‘execut- ing buckets of water at the advancing fire.

1 h Wh arth chasis! Rab da na lau. resentment is smouldering. in need of a myth to attract attention. ed single building projects of 250 croresor And the Lord Mayor of London, Sir
O SNOW.. }’ one But let us start at the beginning— But New Delhi has all the space it wants Why on earth do we need a new Parlia- more for state or Centre’ have beenasked = Thomas Bloodworth, when he was pulled
dO we need anNew Varanasi, especially the land between and no particular temple has the sanctity ment? (A wag may say that we need new to apply. Hope these specifications don’t out of bed and saw the flames, was not

) rivers Varuna and Aasi, where if you die, of Kashi Vishwanath to back it up. Crowds and better parliamentarians). Have they rule out reputed architectural firms. The impressed,and remarked, ‘Pish. Awoman
P arhament? moksha is guaranteed by a divine spiritu-  gather here only when the Aam Aadmi gone crazy, the Urban Affairs ministry way tenders are worded, people can guess  may piss it out’!
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LOVE IS the wildest human emotion
granted to the oppressed as aliberating tool.
However, a dejected society wants to con-
trol the staple flow of love-energy that is
light as airand heavy as a drowsing thought.
We've made love a conservative adaptation.
Ever since childhood, love isamong the first
things parents and others in the family and
society constantly reinforce to a child.
However, that love is not the one that can
confidently declare its sumptuous abilities
to live the fairy tale dream delivered in the
utopia of children stories.

Each child has her world and prefers liv-
ing in it. She constructs identities, names,
architectures, human relations, and tries to
navigate the tenderness of one’s emotions
inthat civilisation. In that childhood utopia,
we find the highest achievable standards of
life, mental and physical health and love as
aprocess of human-photosynthesis. There
we consume and exhale love. This world is
so beautiful that one who is privileged to
have such childhood often wants to live in
it. The child wants to freeze the time zone of
that journey. However, as soon as it notices
the child living in her wildestimagination of
possibilities, society seizes this from her.

Mad, insane, senile are some of the oft-

The slow muffling of love by society

repeated vocabularies inserted into chil-
dren’s mental dictionaries as they attempt
to grow. Why is it that society wants one to
regulate one’s actions to a fixed discipline
of life? We are capable of living the way we
want to. After all, independence and auton-
omy are what we constantly seek.

The men in India need to be mothered,
whichis to be loved properly. This mother-
ing requires mothers to affectionately in-
doctrinate their feminine love and fathers
to withdraw their patriarchal decree. In
whole, men need to be feminised in their
love. The femininity of love has no gender,
neither sexual orientation. It simply talks
about the other in tender, calm and respon-
sible way. The entire Indian-man make-up
is to thwart motherly affections and instead
gangsterise one’s posture to present phallic
manliness. Polygamy as a ritual of celebrat-
ing one’s manhood is now part of cultural
hooliganism. Patriarchy sucks up every-
thing human values endear and instead bol-
sters one’s flail terrors. A man is not taught
about woman sexuality and her needs. In
the absence of such education, the love that
child was taught turns out to be a lust paci-
fying anger. To mistreat a woman and de-
nounce her sexual autonomy thenbecomes

areason forone tobe aman. Due to thelack
of sexual dialogue in our society, many hus-
bands and wives have difficulty encounter-
ing their suppressed needs and desires.

FORGIVING LOVE

After repeated assaults and attacks, so-
ciety asks the victim to be forgiving. How
can one muster courage to deny the pos-
sibility of hatred and revenge, by matter of
mere confession on the part of the con-
vict? Love then becomes a cheap ticket
sold in the market of bodies. It doesn’t
bring the awesomeness of its full poten-
tial. Love is not a practice, it is an ethic. One
lives by it. Why love the one who is hell-
bent on destroying you and ensuring that
your credibility is devastated? People
from mountain tops will sermon like the
pontiff about the beauty of love until the
assault reaches their shores. Therein they
start finding self-preservation. Then one
questions the credibility of love retailers
who preach love as didactic. Estimating
love through religion becomes smuggling
of stolen human emotions.

This irreligious and badly made defi-
nition of love is only there for preaching

but not practice. Once in a while perhaps
there is an occasion to celebrate the mo-
ments of love. How do you teach thisto a
child who has been robbed of his/her in-
nocence, when 40-odd million child
labourers toil in the field, on the road, at
construction sites, begging outside tem-
ples, streets, foraging in the junkyard?

We continue to witness such specta-
cle and have charitable, momentary pity.
Even we might think of doing something
but we want to activate our most power-
ful brain cell — forgetfulness. We would
like to forget and move on. Offer justifica-
tion — we cannot do any thing, or worse,
‘they are in this condition because they
deserved it’ is our blunt reaction. We all
have done something of this sort once in
our lifetime. Redemption for ourselves is
only what we seek. We have categorised
human emotions and our response to a
calamity based on one’s last name.

In this practice, women and men take
active part. In a society bound by the reli-
gion of endogamy, loving is a treacherous
act. Love is pure and impure. Loving is poi-
sonous vitriol. Only mad people chose to
love and test the audacity of its limits. Any
sane person would follow the ritual of

Indian life. Birth — teenage — grow casteist
— youth — become an agent of caste —
heterosexual marriage — transform into
mature casteist — to children transport
casteism — old age — despise everyone —
death — die a casteist.

InIndialoveis not free.Itis strictly putin
chains, bound for generations. If one dares
to participate in love, the love giver and re-
ceiver face unmeasurable wrath. Parents
and society who teach us so much about
love do not demonstrate how to love. They
become hypocrite agents of such troubled
narration. They inject conditioned love that
is impossible elsewhere but possible in
caste conditions patrolled by strict rules.

The child upon witnessing such a story
goes back to the doors of his/her imagina-
tion thatis infused with carefree possibil-
ities. That state of free mind is incumbent
to breaking barriers and halts on enjoy-
ment of freedoms.

Suraj Yengde, author of bestseller

Caste Matters, is a postdoctoral fellow at

Harvard Kennedy School and
arecipient of the Rohith Vemula
Memorial Scholar Award.

He curates the fortnightly
‘Dalitality’ column

In the shadow of Ayodhya
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THE FIRST depiction of Ayodhya’s social life
is in the ‘Uttar-Kand’ of Tulsidas’s epic
Kavitawali. The poet says: “Dhoot kaho
Awdhoot kaho, Rajpoot kaho, Julha kaho koi/
Tulsi sarnaam ghulam hai Ram ko, jako
ruchey so kahey kachhu oyu/ Maang key
khebo, Mseet ko soyibo, Lebo ko ek na Debey
koi doi(Call me a cunning person or a saint,
an upper caste Thakur or an outcast
weaver/ One can give me any sobriquet but
I regale in Ram’s servitude/ I ask for alms
and sleep in the mosque, I neither take any-
thing from anybody nor doI give).”
Ayodhya was always a religious cen-
tre, but after Nawab Sadat Ali Khan laid
the foundation of the Awadh dynasty in
1722, his courtin Faizabad became a cen-
tre of cultural mingling. People started cel-
ebrating the festivals of all religions.
Nawab Naseeruddin Haider appointed
Lala Ram Prashad and Maharaja
Mewaram as his ministers because they
were from Ayodhya. An Urdu poet de-
scribes the beauty of Ayodhya: “Hazaaron
deviyon ko yahan ki paryon ney pachhada
hai/ Nahin Ajodhya, ye Raja Inder ka akhada
hai (Thousands of women of virtue have
made the fairies bite dust here, it’s not just
Ayodhya it's Raja Indra’s assembly).”
Altaf Husain Haali, a close associate and
biographer of Ghalib, has described Ram
endearingly as “Hubb-e Watan”. “Paoon
uthta thaus ka ban ki taraf/ Aur khinchta tha
dil watan ki taraf/ Guzrey ghurbat mein is
qadar mah-o-saal/ Par na bhoola Ayodhya
ka khayal/ Teer ik dil mein aa key lagta tha/
Aati thi jab Ayodhya ki hawa (Though he
was heading to the woods, his heart was
in his homeland. He spent many years in
alien lands but couldn’t forget Ayodhya,
whenever he sensed the aroma of
Ayodhya’s zephyr, it pierced his heart).”
Kumar Pashi’s Ayodhya Main Aa Raha
Hoon (Ayodhya, I am approaching you) is
known for personifying the town.
Pashi shares his longing for the city, which
seems to share the poet’s torment.
“Ayodhya aa raha hoon main/ Main teri
kokh sey janmajteri godi ka pala hoon/ Teri
sadyon purani sanwali mitti sey khela hoon/
Mujhey maloom hai tu mujh sey roothi hai/
Magar ab door tujhsey reh nahi sakta/
Paraye desh mein guzri haijo mujh par/ Zara
sar to utha aur dekh/ Ke kitni door sey tujh ko
mananey aaraha hoon main/ Tujhey terey hi
kuchch qgissey sunaney aa raha hoon main/
Wo khud sey bhi kabhi main keh nahi sakta
(Ayodhya, I am approaching you, I have

taken birth from your womb, played in the
lap of your centuries-old soil, I know you
have grown despondent, be surelcan’t be
away from you. I can’t even recall what I
have endured in the strange land. Look
here, | am coming to tell you your own sto-
ries, which I can’t tell to even myself).”

Interestingly, this poem was com-
posed decades before Ayodhya was em-
broiled in controversy.

Kaifi Azmi’s Doosra Banbas may not
have the lyrical charm of Pashi’s poem.
But it does convey the message of exile.

“Ram banbas sey jab laut key ghar mein
aaye/ Yaad jungal bahut aaya jo nagar mein
aaye/ Raqs e deewangi aangan mein jo dekha
hoga/ Chhey December ko Shri Ram ney
socha hoga/ Itney deewaney kahan sey mere
gharmein aaye(WhenRam returned from
exile, he would have missed the woods
very much. Seeing the dreadfully violent
dance at his home, he would have thought
on December 6, where did so many insane
people come from to my home)?”

“Ram yeh kehtey huey apney dwarey
sey uthhey/ Rajdhani ki faza raas nahi aayi
mujhey/ Chhey December ko mila doosra
banbas mujhey (Ram got up from his
pedestal and said that Ayodhya’s milieu
didn’t suit him. On December 6, he said,
he had been exiled a second time).”

In Aaliya’s Ayodhya kho Gaya, the pro-
tagonist has a picture of Ayodhya on his
wall. One day he finds that Ayodhya has
disappeared from the picture and an un-
ruly crowd with weapons has taken its
place. The protagonist, a saint, cries and
thinks that the God is angry at him.
Suddenly, Ram appears and tells the saint
that he was not angry with him but sad at
the disappearance of Ayodhya. Both then
go in search of Ayodhya.

Qurratulain Hyder's Aag Ka Darya has
several references to Ayodhya as well as
to Kapilvastu, Prayaag and Gaya. Even the
minor characters tell the story of Ayodhya
and Raja Dasharath. Beneath thick layers
of philosophy lies Hyder's thesis that reli-
gionis influenced by its milieu. She cites a
piece of Islamic poetry which talks of Sita
as the ideal woman, also mentions Ram
and a sacred place called Ayodhya. Anim-
portant character, Champa, who appears
several times in the novel, mentions the
tragedy of Hanumangarhi, where Wajid
Ali Shah ordered that Muslim clerics be
fired upon in order to save a temple.

Intezar Hussain is famous for citing
Jatakas and Hindu mythology in his sto-
ries. He does not refer much to Ayodhya
but describes Ramayana as the real story
of Hindus. The novella Sita-haran has one
of the few references to Ayodhya.
“Ayodhya is more dearer to me than
Baikunth,” Ram says in the novella.

Kunwar Narain’s Ayodhya 1992
captures the despondency of the times.
“Is sey bada kya ho sakta hai/ Hey Ram, ji-
wan ek katu yatarth hai/ Aur tum ek
Mahakavya (What can be bigger than
this? Oh Ram, life is a bitter truth, and you
justanepic).”

Khalid Alviis an Urdu writer
and a literary historian
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TEN YEARS ago, when I was getting into
politics, [ was advised that as a woman, I
can’'t have animpactful political career un-
less I came from a politically connected
family or I was a well-established celebrity
or someone with lots of money. But for
me, politics was an opportunity to be the
change I was seeking. [ wanted to break
the overwhelmingly negative narratives
for women who sought to be equal part-
ners in policy making. So that is how my
journey began — I put on hold my entre-
preneurial venture and made my family
second priority since it was about chang-
ing the way women themselves perceive
their space in politics and limit their par-
ticipation in it.

This in no way implies that have been
the only one attempting this, but it is the
story of plenty of women who continue
to struggle in their individual spaces in
politics and have been unable to leverage
this space to make their voices heard as a
critical and collective mass/effort. I say this
at the cost of being criticised — it is be-
cause we women in political spaces aren’t
a collective voice that we have been con-
tinuously denied reservations or kept
away from specific policies that encour-
age us rather than confine us to merely
being voters, not leaders.

When the Constituent Assembly
framed our Constitution, participation of
women in politics was perceived as a nat-
ural outcome as it gave the country and
every citizen the right to vote and partic-
ipate in the political sphere. However,
with every passing

decade of the Republic, Iknew whatIsigned up
womenkeptgettingside-  for — the uncertainties,

lined and relegated to the

fringe. 1 am happy that POWeT games, internal
many regional partiesare ~ fight for survival, the

external persona, the
cluding mine, have personalbecoming
started to address this is- pubhc and vice-versa.
Nothing comes easy
people who do not know these days except for
enough of the Shiv Sena CrltICISm, memes and
sick, judgmental jokes

willing to change the sta-
tus quo and many, in-

sue in earnest.
It surprises me when

rush tolabel it as a misog-
ynist party. The truth is
far from that. Of its 91
corporators in Mumbai, 50 are women.
Many women were given tickets in the
open category seats, the ones not reserved
for women. Through its Pratham Ti
(Woman First) initiative, the party is not
justgrooming young women leaders, but
giving them equal organisational respon-
sibility along with important tasks. The
party’s election manifesto had several
women leaders taking the lead in draft-
ing it. Pratham Ti teams, who were also at
the forefront of the election campaign,
have now been entrusted to reach out to
farmers and help address their problems.

While the sad reality is that not many
women choose politics as a career choice,

itis the responsibility of political parties to
chart out a roadmap for those who do.

Itis not surprising thatitis the woman
who is under constant pressure to prove
her worth and capability at every rung of
her political growth story.
She is judged on various
parameters, not just in-
ternally in her political
organisation, but also by
political opponents out-
side of her own party. A
woman choosing to fight
this head on and move
forward in her political
roleis always assessed as
someone who got things
too soon, with animplied
connection to some god-
father or some compro-
mise. Itis indeed strange
to see two sets of reaction
for those who climb the success ladder —
one for the man and the other for the
woman. For the man, it’s ‘commitment’
that ensures success, but for the woman, it
is ‘compromise’!

There are several examples of women
politicians being publicly shamed with in-
sinuations on their character — Jaya Prada,
Privanka Gandhi Vadra, Mayawati,
Sushma Swaraj, Hema Malini,
Vasundhara Raje, ] Jayalalithaa, Sonia
Gandhi, have all been subjected to this.
Powerful women all. Now imagine
women who are struggling in their own
political spaces.

My political journey has been wit-

[llustration:Suvajit Dey

nessed by many and spoken about by
many, especially on social media plat-
forms, but it is a journey I have traversed
onmy own terms. [ regret not one bit of it.
[ knew what I signed up for when I chose
to undertake this journey — the uncer-
tainties, the ups and downs, the power
games, the internal fight for survival, the
external persona, the personal becoming
public and vice-versa, yes, everything.
Nothing comes easy these days except for
criticism, memes and sick and judgmen-
tal jokes cracked at someone’s expense.

Since I have been the media face, it is
natural that many people across the nation
were invested in me and I do respect that.
have always maintained that while  have
been overwhelmed with the love I have got
over the years, | have been equally appalled
but not deterred when I have seen people
crack cheap jokes just to hit back at me.

[ have always wondered if those in-
dulging in personal slander and vulgar
memes or jokes about me have paused to
think that my 16-year-old tech-savvy son
could be seeing those messages or if my
12-year-old daughter could be impacted?
Of course my children aren’t the nation’s
responsibility, but do pause and think be-
fore making that joke on anyone in public
life — are you attacking the individual or
her idea or her identity or her decisions?

The writer is a senior Shiv Sena leader
National Editor Shalini Langer curates the

fortnightly ‘She Said’ column
shalini.langer@expressindia.com
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ITIS easy for the winner to say there is no
winner and no loser. The loser is the one
who has to be truly magnanimous, swal-
low the humiliation of the loss and not ask
for areview of the verdict. It was said im-
mediately after the Supreme Court ver-
dict on the Ram Janmabhoomi case on
November 9 that this will provide a clo-
sure. Maybe, as to legal proceedings, it
might. But will the wounds heal?

That depends on the winners show-
ing true magnanimity. So far there has
been no sign. What would truly rever-
berate is for the VHP to say sorry for the
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Now, RSS turn to show magnanimity

destruction of the Babri Mosque. It did
serve their purpose after all. They broke
the law and won the site. Instead we
learn that they demand of the govern-
ment that the guilty karsevaks have their
cases withdrawn. If the government
complies, that would be an open invita-
tion to them to start on Mathura and
Kashi regardless of the Supreme Court
citation of the Places of Worship Act,
1991. Having broken the law once and se-
cured their aim, what would stop any-
one from repeating the same? It would
have to be for the BJP/RSS to lay down the
law and stop any such possibility. In
1992, the Parivar was harbouring a sense
of deprivation and exclusion. Now being

in power, it should accept responsibility.

Legal judgments are binding pro tem.
They are based on the legal myth that the
rival parties stand on an equal footing. But
they rarely do. This is why legal judgments
never settle troublesome issues which
arise from inequalities of power. How
many decisions of the colonial courts are
accepted by any of us?

The Supreme Court Bench was aware
of the political minefield it was treading.
Hence, the unanimity as well as the
anonymity, both devices preserving the
names of individual justices from appear-
ing in public. But there have been at-
tempts already to breach the defences.
There is talk of different fonts having been

used in different parts of the thousand-
page judgment as a clue to who wrote
what. Let us hope the secret is preserved.

Reading the many subsequent articles
in half-a-dozen newspapers over the days
since the judgement, it would appear that
as each day passes, there are more con-
flicting opinions. Yet, they are not divided
by obvious Hindu/Muslim binary. On both
sides of the issue, members of both com-
munities appear. That is a sign that gives
one hope.

Imagine the alternative. The Supreme
Court, the temple of Justice as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi reminded us,
could have pronounced that the destruc-
tion of the mosque — not to say the instal-

lation of the Ram Lalla in 1949, Rajiv
Gandhi’s unlocking of the doors and his
permission of Shilanyas — being illegal,
the government should establish a trust
to rebuild the mosque. And that Ram Lalla
Virajaman should get 5 acres in the neigh-
bourhood to build the temple.

Could that judgment have been wel-
come with similar enthusiasm, not to say
asense of relief? Very unlikely. The beauty
of the present judgment is that it accom-
modates the realities of power with re-
quirements of legality in a way which be-
queaths a legitimacy which is conducive
to public peace if not harmony.

Let us face it. We may not be always
so lucky.

New Delhi
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beyond
Rafale

RAHUL GANDHI finds his way into this
column after along absence for two
reasons. The first because the Supreme
Court’s ruling on the Rafale deal last
week brought back memories of his
childish campaign filled with reckless
accusations. The second reason is that I
have it on good authority that Rahul will
return soon as president of our oldest
political party.I hear that when he is
done with his spiritual holidays and
whenever he thinks that his batteries
are fully charged, he will return. Sadly,
nothing else will change. The people
who advised him to attack Narendra
Modi where he was least vulnerable
continue to surround him. And, the heir
to the mighty Dynasty continues to
flaunt his political heritage in that same
entitled way.

Inrecent days, he has been relatively
silentin public. But, the task of
reminding India of the political birthright
the Gandhi siblings believe they
inherited, appears to have been taken
over by his sister. On Jawaharlal Nehru’s
birth anniversary, she tweeted, “My
favourite story about my great-
grandfather is the one about when as PM],
he returned from work at 3 am to find his
bodyguard exhausted and asleep on his
bed. He covered him with a blanket and
slept on an adjacent chair.” Were there
no other beds in Teen Murti House?
When are Nehru's heirs going to realise
that instead of silly anecdotes they need
to remind young Indians of Nehru’s
enormous political contribution? He
managed to keep liberal democracy alive
inIndiain a time when despots and
military dictators ruled everywhere in
our neighbourhood.

Nehru’s economic policies may have
taken us down the wrong road but it says
something for him that not even ‘rightist’
Mr Modi has been able to step away from
the socialist road. What he has stepped
away fromis Nehru'’s political legacy,
which was his deep commitment to the
fundamental principles of democracy.
Modi, as I have discovered the hard way,
despises dissidence and, without it,
democracy immediately becomes an
illiberal thing. This has become
frighteningly evident since he won re-
election. As has an arrogant
triumphalism.

While the Prime Minister was away
in Brazil, it was left to his ministers to
comment on the Supreme Court’s
judgment on Rafale. And, they came
across as bullies competing for Modi’s
attention. The worst performance came
from Ravi Shankar Prasad, a man I have
always thought of as decent and humble.
He appeared on national television to
demand in menacing tones that Rahul
‘must apologise to the people of India.’
The same words could have been said
without menace and would have
sounded fine. But, he chose to sound like
a bully reminding ordinary Indians that
the man who called himself the ‘pradhan
sevak (first servant)’ could be turning into
ademagogue. There are those who have
said in recent days that he was always a
demagogue and I was the one who did
not see this. But, I continue to believe that
Modi won a second term because
ordinary Indians did not see himasa
demagogue either.

He won a second term for other
reasons as well, of which, in my view, an
important one was the immature and
very shrill campaign that his main
opponent ran. On the day that the
Supreme Court declared that they saw
no hanky-panky in the Rafale deal,
some news channels ran old clips of
Rahul’s election speeches. These
included the one in which he declared
that even the Supreme Court had
accepted that the country’s ‘chowkidar’
was a thief. He has apologised for this lie
and so has been let off with a warning,
but it was a stupid lie that worked
against him and not Modi. On top of
this, he reduced political discourse to
endlessly chanting ‘chowkidar chor hat’
and endlessly repeating that the Prime
Minister had ‘stolen’ Rs 30,000 crore
from this deal and ‘put it in Anil
Ambani’s pocket’. Not evenilliterate
voters believed that more than half of
the contract’s money could have been
‘stolen’. Nor did they believe that Modi
was personally corrupt.

Itis since he became prime minister
a second time that weaknesses have
begun to show from behind the bluster
and braggadocio, and if the Congress
wants to become a credible opposition
party, it needs to focus on these. The
biggest chink in Modi’s invincibility is
his failure to revive economic growth.
This has begun to manifest itself on the
ground in the failure to create jobs. The
other weakness evident even to
observers who watch India from
distant lands is his paranoia about
dissidence. India is beginning to be
seen as an ‘illiberal’ democracy. So the
best way for the Congress party to
revive its fortunes will be to stand up
for Nehru's real political legacy: liberal
democracy. This is more important
now than ever before.
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SHAUL BASSI

N WEDNESDAY NIGHT,

Venice suffered the

worst flooding in halfa

century. Most of the

time,‘Acqua Alta’comes
across aslocal folklore: the piazza filled
with water, the gleefully splashing kids
and the amused tourists. You put on
your rubber boots and go about your
life. But recently there have been more
and more soaring floods. At dinner-
time, we received the text messages and
heard the sirens with the four distinct
tones announcing the highest-possible
water levels.

And then the sirens sounded again
— the last tone eerily prolonged — and
we knew that something terrible was
about to happen. Two violent winds —
the warm southern sirocco and the cold
northern bora — started howling
together, and with the full moon, the
rising tide and the torrential rain, the
perfect storm was engulfing Venice.

The sirens start when the waterrises
to 110 centimetres (3 feet 6 inches)
above sea level. Up to 140 centimetres
(4 feet 5 inches) is considered manage-
able; shopkeepers know they have to
elevate their merchandise and electri-
cal appliances. Our social media was
bursting with alarming reports: Water
hadrisen toacalamitous 160 centime-
tres (5 feet 2 inches) above sea level.
Then it rose to 170 centimetres (5 feet
5 inches) and then to 180 centimetres
(5 feet 9 inches). Safe on a high second
floor, we saw the plants in our inner
courtyard floating on water. From our
windows, hit hard by the wind, we
observed the boundary between street
and canal dissolve. Our anxiety was
tempered only by the fact that our
small son had already fallen asleep. We
had one fateful measure in mind: the
record-breaking 194 centimetres (6
feet 3 inches) that wreaked havoc on
the city in 1966, causing the
irreversible exodus of tens of thou-
sands of people.

We called family and friends, shared
information online and tried to sepa-
rate the genuine accounts from the
inescapable fake news. Water eventu-
ally stopped rising at 187 centimetres
(6 feet 1 inch). We saw clips of streets
turned into torrents; the sturdy ferries
rocking like paper boats; ‘vaporettos’
(waterbuses) sunk and vaporettos
tossed on land; gondolas stacked on
one another like a game of pickup
sticks; the narrow street I walk every
morning invaded by a water taxi; outer
walls collapsed; trees uprooted.

In the morning, Venice came
together to help friends and neigh-
bours: the newspaper selleryou pass by
every morning whose booth has been
washed away and everything lost; the
father of five who works hard at his
restaurant to provide the best therapies
to his autistic son; the students living
in the most vulnerable housing; the
books turned into pulp at your

favourite bookstores; and your
beloved museums penetrated by the
muddy liquids.

The St Mark’s Basilica, a millenary
religious and civic symbol,isinundated,
and a 60-year-old board member asked
if he could weep in public. A person has
died in Pellestrina, one of the islands
dividing the lagoon from the sea.
Schools and universities are closed,and
sanitation workers work night and day.

Fresh floods
close over Venice

Rapacious investment in tourism will destroy the fabled city. Can
the Mose project or an alternative technology solve the situation?

Water fills the interior of the Venetian renowned bookstore 'Acqua Alta’' after flooding in Venice, Italy. Exceptionally hig_H
tidal waters returned to Venice, prompting the mayor to close the iconic St Mark's Square AP

The ultimate irony is that of
Bangladeshi migrants, many of them
climate refugees,who mop the floors of
their shops and sell disposable boots to
theill-equipped passers-by.

We drew comfort from the countless
people taking to the streets to help pick
up the debris and succour the needy. I
told my 75-year-old mother to stay
home, but she ignored me and went to
clean up our public clinic.

There is also rage and resentment.
Everybody is talking about Mose, a pro-
ject to build a barrier at sea to defend
Venice from the relentless threat of
high tides. The estimated $6.1 billion
project, whose construction started in
2003, remains unfinished and marred
by corruption and cost overruns.

But we are not innocent victims of
the elemental gods or the conniving
politicians. Many fellow Venetians are
perfectly happy to profit from the
mindless economy that is making
tourism the only game in town,
despoiling Venice of its residents and
students, and losing all the care and

Capital hazard

Delhi’s noxious smog casts a pall on
the Panasonic Open in Gurugram

OVERTHE

TOP

Meraj Shah

I HAVEN'T GONE to watch the Panasonic
Open that, hopefully,will wrap up today.
The Asian Tour event has already been
truncated to 54 holes on account of play
being curtailed due to bad visibility.Just
in case, players can’t finish up their final
rounds today, then the organisers
should probably just declare a winner
based on count-back: I'd go as faras say-
ing that playerswouldn’t mind drawing
lots as long as it gets them off the
course; most of the overseas players
can’t pack their bags quickly enough.
And really, who can blame them: at
the time this column was written, the
pollutionindex in Gurugram on Thurs-
dayand Friday had breached the ‘severe’
mark.Your columnist decided to eschew
the opportunity of catching some
action, not only out of concern for the
possible adverse effects on his own
health, but, also from a practical stand-
point.I mean thewhole idea is watching

these players hit the ball. And consider-
ing I can’t see the other side of the road
from my house, there seems to be no
real point in watching shots disappear
into the smog. It’s really quite a tragic
situation: for the players, for the Asian
Tour, most of all for Panasonic, that gal-
lantly continues to support Indian golf.
I thought long and hard about some
positives to write about, but unfortu-
nately, there are none. Walking outdoors
in Delhi on days like these poses a
significant health risk; playing golf is
just ridiculous.

More than missing the event per se,
what I’m most unhappy about is miss-
ing an opportunity to catch the original
trio—Jeev Milka Singh, Jyoti Randhawa,
and Arjun Atwal—in action. Younger
players have no idea what watching
these three trailblazers make a name
for themselves on the world stage when
playing pro golf foraliving was consid-
ered a pipe-dream, meant for us.Appro-
priately, it’s one of the rising stars on
the scene—Khalin Joshi—who is
defending his title at the Panasonic
Open this year. “The win is still very
fresh on my mind. I putted and drove
the ball really well that week. There are
positive signs now as I’'m getting those

expertise needed to preserve this frag-
ile and wonderful place.

The flooding is all but a natural cat-
astrophe, caused by the indiscriminate
tampering with an ecosystem nurtured
by Venice for centuries, the impact of
the cruise ships, threatening new intru-
sive excavations of the lagoon and the
rapacious investment in tourism. The
politicians are immediately making
passionate pleas, invoking funds, tax
cuts and the completion of the Mose,
which might work but may end up sav-
ing onlya simulacrum.We need to look
beyond the logic of emergency and
simple technical solutions.The cultural
historian Salvatore Settis has called
Venice “a thinking machine that allows
us to ponder the very idea of the city,”a
place where people have a unique way
of interacting to produce unparalleled
beautyin a sustainable way. We tend to
forget that Venice has been for cen-
turies an exceptional technological and
ecological achievement. To live up
to that tradition, we need a new
political vision.

I feel that two cities coexist here: A
national Venice and an international
Venice. They mostly lead parallel lives,
occasionally crossing paths at ribbon-
cutting ceremonies. Local politicians
seek local solutions by appealing to
national policies. International institu-
tions have made Venice a world capital
of artand culture but take its social fab-
ric for granted. The public representa-
tives of Venice need to partnerwith the
international organisations that con-
sider the city world heritage to address
the key problems of over-tourism, pol-
lution and gentrification.

To make Venice a safer city with the
Mose project oran alternative technol-
ogywould solve only the short-term sit-
uation. Venice could become an inter-
national laboratory, under the aegis of
major transnational organisations and
research institutes, where leading sci-
entists, scholars and artists tackle the
environmental crisis and formulate
solutions that apply to all coastal cities
in the world.

—NYT

Players don masks at the Panasonic Open that has been truncated to 54 holes
on account of play being curtailed due to bad visibility

similar feelings like last year. I just got
tojustblock out unnecessary thoughts
like I’'m the defending champion and
just play my own game,” Khalin mused

on the eve of the event.

As things stand now, the second
round is underway on Saturday; Thai
golfer Itthipat Buranatanyarat who
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Now, RSS turn to
show magnanimity

IT IS EASY for the winner to say
there is no winner and no loser.
The loser is the one who has to be
truly magnanimous, swallow the
humiliation of the loss and not
ask for a review of the verdict. It
was said immediately after the
Supreme Court verdict on the
Ram Janmabhoomi case on
November 9 that this will provide
a closure. Maybe, as to legal pro-
ceedings, it might. But will the
wounds heal?

That depends on the winners
showing true magnanimity. So
far there has been no sign. What
would truly reverberate is for the
VHP to say sorry for the destruc-
tion of the Babri Mosque. It did
serve their purpose afterall. They
broke the law and won the site.
Instead we learn that they
demand of the government that
the guilty karsevaks have their
cases withdrawn. If the govern-
ment complies, that would be an
open invitation to them to start
on Mathura and Kashi regardless
of the Supreme Court citation of
the Places of Worship Act, 1991.
Having broken the law once and
secured their aim, what would
stop anyone from repeating the
same? It would have to be for the
BJP/RSS to lay down the law and
stop any such possibility.In 1992,
the Parivar was harbouring a
sense of deprivation and exclu-
sion. Now being in power, it
should accept responsibility.

Legal judgments are binding
pro tem. They are based on the
legal myth that the rival parties
stand on an equal footing. But
they rarely do. This is why legal
judgments never settle trouble-
some issues which arise from
inequalities of power. How many
decisions of the colonial courts
are accepted by any of us?

The Supreme Court bench was

aware of the political minefield it
was treading. Hence, the unanim-
ity aswell as the anonymity, both
devices preserving the names of
individual justices from appear-
ing in public.But there have been
attempts already to breach the
defences.Thereis talk of different
fonts having been used in differ-
ent parts of the thousand-page
judgment as a clue to who wrote
what. Let us hope the secret
is preserved.

Reading the manysubsequent
articles in half-a-dozen newspa-
pers over the days since the
judgement, it would appear that
as each day passes, there are more
conflicting opinions.Yet, theyare
not divided by obvious Hindu/
Muslim binary. On both sides of
the issue, members of both com-
munities appear. That is a sign
that gives one hope.

Imagine the alternative. The
Supreme Court, the temple of
Justice as Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modireminded us, could have
pronounced that the destruction
of the mosque — not to say the
installation of the Ram Lalla in
1949, Rajiv Gandhi’s unlocking
of the doors and his permission of
Shilanyas — beingillegal, the gov-
ernment should establish a trust
to rebuild the mosque. And that
Ram LallaVirajaman should get 5
acres in the neighbourhood to
build the temple.

Could that judgment have
been welcome with similar
enthusiasm, not to say a sense of
relief? Very unlikely. The beauty
of the present judgment is that it
accommodates the realities of
power with requirements of
legality in away which bequeaths
a legitimacy which is conducive
to public peace if not harmony.

Let us face it. We may not be
always so lucky.

Visitors look at stone slabs carved out for the construction of Ram

Temple, at Ayodhya

PTI

phenomenal eight-under-64 is the
leader. Amongst the Indian squad,
hopesare pinned on veteran ShivKapur
who’s currently lying three shots adrift
after shooting a five-under 67. Kapur
had a resurgence last week and very
nearly won the Thailand Open, eventu-
allylosingin a playoff.Also in the mix is
India’s highest-ranked golfer, Shub-
hankar Sharma who’s been quietly get-
ting it back together: Sharma got his
best finish on the European Tour this
season,a tied-seventh place at the Turk-
ish Open, earlier this month.

The Classic Golf & Country Club is
hosting the Panasonic Open for the first
time after the event was moved from
the Delhi Golf Club—the venue for last
eight editions. The layout is the centre-
piece for golf in national capital region
that has a preponderance of courses—
more than anyother cityin the country.
It’s unfortunate that the occasion
should be blighted by the smog condi-
tionswhich have consistently stolen the
headlines this year. The layout typifies
why people like your columnist choose
to live here: to be able to play different
world-class courses. This will sound
inscrutable to non-golfers but that’s
howimportant golfis to those who play
the game; it plays a central role in how
we judge the quality of our lives.

This year I’ve turned into a cynic
when it comes to golf in Delhi. All we
had was the winter months that pro-
vided awelcome respite from the debil -

itating summer heat; in those months
it would be hard to get a tee-off time
without an inordinate wait at the first
tee,because everyone wanted to get out
and play. Because the crisp breeze min-
gled with the winter sun, and felt so
good that it didn’t matter if your game
was going to pieces.These were the days
golfers in the citylived for.

If this soundslike a eulogy, then per-
haps it is. Writing about it, clarifies to
me,in my own mind, just how miserable
I feel about how things have come to
such a pass.If we can’t breathe in a city,
then how can we play golf here? On a
side note,it’s the first time I've realised
that there are degrees of crazy when it
comes to golfers. Sample this note I
received from someone I playwith every
now and then, who I'll refrain from
naming here. “Bud, you’re not going to
believe how empty the course is! On a
weekend that too! I’'m going to play 36
holes. Join me in the afternoon?” The
note was accompanied by an image of
him, masketal,standing on araised tee,
that for someone who doesn’t know the
course, appears to be the brink of a
foggy precipice.

That’s too close to the edge bud. I
think I'll just take a flight to Bengaluru
and play at KGA this week. Maybe rent a
place while I’'m there. Actually, I think
I’ll just stay there all winter. See you
nextyear.

A golfer, Meraj Shah also
writes about the game
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What does the Places of Worship Act protect?

Why was it enacted in 19917 What
was the cut-off date? Why was the
Ayodhya site left out of its ambit?

ﬁ After independence, we have
set about healing the wounds

of the past and endeavoured
to restore our traditions of
communal amity and goodwill
to their past glory. By and large,
we have succeeded, although
there have been, it
must be admitted,
some unfortunate

setbacks
S.B. CHAVAN
Home Minister of the day,
in Lok Sabha in Sept. 1991

Shared spaces

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad and other Hindu groups have in the past laid
claim to Shahi Idgah, located adjacent to Krishna Janmabhoomi Temple in
Mathura, and Gyanvapi Mosque, next to Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi

K. VENKATARAMANAN

The story so far: When the Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi dispute was at its height, in the early
1990s, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and other Hindu
organisations also laid claim to two other mosques — the
Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi and the Shahi Idgah in
Mathura. Although the radicals in the Hindu camp often
spoke of reclaiming 3,000 mosques across the country,
they threatened to start agitations only in respect to these
two places of worship. In this backdrop, the P.V.
Narasimha Rao government enacted, in September 1991,
a special law to freeze the status of places of worship as
they were on August 15, 1947. The law kept the disputed
structure at Ayodhya out of its purview, mainly because it
was the subject of prolonged litigation. It was also aimed
at providing scope for a possible negotiated settlement.

Krishna
Temple, left,
and Shahi
Idgah,right,
exist side
by side.
Security
camps were
added fol-
hc’e‘?l’q'ro'ﬂttigﬁ (’ In providing a guarantee

¥ of Babri for the preservation of the
religious character of places of
public worship as they existed on
15 August, 1947, and against the
conversion of places of public
worship, Parliament determined
that independence from colonial
rule furnishes a constitutional basis
for healing the injustices of the
past by providing the confidence
to every religious community

that their places of

worship will be
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Fixing a minimum wage

Why is it necessary? How will the
provisions of the Code on Wages,
2019, be implemented?

Vishwanath
Temple, left,
and Gyanvapi
Mosque, right,
taken in 2012.
Last October,
. part of the
wall separating

What is the objective of the Act?

The aim of the Act was to freeze the status of any place of
worship as it existed on August 15, 1947. It was also to
provide for the maintenance of the religious character of
such a place of worship as on that day. It was intended to
pre-empt new claims by any group about the past status

SURESH SESHADRI

The story so far: On August 8, the President gave his
assent to the Code on Wages, 2019, that had earlier been

approved by Parliament. The Code, which replaces four
laws — the Payment of Wages Act, 1936; the Minimum
Wages Act, 1948; the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965; and
the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 — seeks to regulate
wages and bonuses for all workers employed by any
industry, trade, business or manufacturer. While the
Code is now law, the Ministry of Labour and
Employment on November 1 published the draft rules for
implementing the provisions and sought comments from
stakeholders until December 1. Following the
consultation, the Centre will notify the rules that will
create the mechanisms to fix a floor wage that would
then undergird the minimum wages for different
categories of workers — unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled
and highly skilled — that the States and Central
government would have to set and enforce.

Why is the Code significant?

Minimum wages are accepted globally to be a vital means
to both combating poverty and, equally crucially,
ensuring the vibrancy of any economy. In the aftermath
of the 2008 global financial crisis and the erosion of
purchasing power worldwide, the International Labour
Conference’s Global Jobs Pact of 2009 identified “the
regular adjustment of wages, in consultation with the
social partners” as a means of reducing inequality,
increasing demand and contributing to economic
stability.

The Code acknowledges that the aim in setting the
floor wage is to ensure “minimum living standards” for
workers and the draft rules incorporate criteria declared
in a landmark judgment of the Supreme Court in 1992 as
well as recommendations of the 15th Indian Labour
Conference. These include the net calorific needs for a
working class family
(defined as the earning
worker, spouse and two
children or the equivalent
of three adult
consumption units) set at
2,700 calories per day per
consumption unit, their
annual clothing

An expert committee
constituted by the
Labour Ministry has
recommended that a
‘need based national
minimum wage for
India’ ought to be

fixed at ¥375 per day requirements at 66 metres
(39,750 per month) per family, house rent

i P expenses assumed at 10%
|

of food and clothing
expenditure, as well as
expenses on children’s education, medical needs,
recreation and contingencies.

The rules, similarly, cover almost the entire gamut of
wage-related norms including the number of hours of
work that would constitute a normal working day (set at
nine hours), time interval for revision of dearness
allowance, night shifts and overtime and criteria for
making deductions. A separate chapter of the draft rules
also deals with the payment of bonus while another lays
down the guidelines for the formation of the Central
Advisory Board as well as its functioning.

How will it impact the economy?

A lot will depend on the final floor wage or wages (there
could be different floor wages for different geographical
areas) that the Centre will choose to set based on its
consultations with the Board as well as any State
governments it opts to consult with. While a national
minimum wage of 176 per day had been recommended
in 2017, an expert committee constituted by the Labour
Ministry had in February this year recommended that a
“need based national minimum wage for India” ought to
be fixed at ¥375 per day (39,750 per month). Additionally,
the committee had mooted payment of a city
compensatory allowance averaging up to 355 per day for
urban workers. Earlier, in 2015, the Seventh Central Pay
Commission had recommended setting the minimum
pay for government employees at 318,000 per month.
And just last month, the Delhi government set a
minimum wage of ¥14,842 per month for unskilled
workers after the Supreme Court ruled in favour of the
local government, brushing aside the objections raised
by a plethora of employers’ associations.

The Finance Ministry’s Economic Survey, in July, had
in a chapter titled ‘Redesigning a Minimum Wage System
in India for Inclusive Growth’ stressed the importance of
establishing an effective minimum wage system. Such a
statutory national minimum wage would have multiple
impacts including helping lift wage levels and reducing
wage inequality, thus furthering inclusive growth,
according to the survey. For India to reap the much
touted ‘demographic dividend’, robust wage expansion
would ultimately be essential to help buoy consumption-
led economic growth.

What lies ahead?

Trade unions, including the RSS-affiliated Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) and the All India Trade Union
Congress (AITUC), have voiced their reservations with
multiple aspects of the Code and plan to submit detailed
feedback. The points of contention include the nine-hour
working day definition, a lack of clarity in the rules on
scope for upgradation of workers’ skill category and the
lack of representation for trade unions in the wage
fixation committee. The ultimate success of the Code will
be determined by the extent to which the minimum
wage set is both fair and actually implemented so as to
benefit the millions of workers in the unorganised
sectors of the economy.

CM
K

of any place of worship and attempts to reclaim the
structures or the land on which they stood. It was hoped
that the legislation would help the preservation of
communal harmony in the long run.

“We see this Bill as a measure to provide and develop
our glorious traditions of love, peace and harmony,” the
then-Home Minister, S.B. Chavan, said in the Lok Sabha
on September 10, 1991. “The country’s tradition of amity
and harmony came under severe strain during the pre-
Independence period. After Independence, we have set
about healing the wounds of the past and endeavoured to
restore our traditions of communal amity and goodwill to
their past glory,” he said. The Congress had promised
such legislation in its manifesto for the 1991 Lok Sabha
election. The President’s address to Parliament also
contained a reference to it.

What are its main features?

The Act declares that the religious character of a place of
worship shall continue to be the same as it was on August
15, 1947. It says no person shall convert any place of
worship of any religious denomination into one of a
different denomination or section. It declares that all
suits, appeals or any other proceedings regarding
converting the character of a place of worship, which are
pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947,
will abate as soon as the law comes into force. No further
legal proceedings can be instituted.

However, there is an exception to the bar on instituting
fresh proceedings with regard to suits that related to
conversion of status that happened after August 15, 1947.
This saves legal proceedings, suits and appeals regarding
change of status that took place after the cut-off date.
These provisions will not apply to ancient and historical
monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are
covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act, 1958; a suit that has been finally
settled or disposed of; and any dispute that has been
settled by the parties or conversion of any place that took
place by acquiescence before the Act commenced. The
Act does not apply to the place of worship commonly
referred to as Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid in
Ayodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any
other law in force, it said.

Is there any penal provision in the Act?
Anyone who defies the bar on conversion of the status of

a place of worship is liable to be prosecuted. The Act
provides for imprisonment up to three years and a fine
for anyone contravening the prohibition. Those abetting
or participating in a criminal conspiracy to commit this
offence will also be punished to the same extent, even if
the offence is not committed in consequence of such
abetment or as part of the conspiracy.

How did the Opposition react to the law then?

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) registered its strong
opposition to the enactment. The BJP leadership
denounced the Bill as another example of the “pseudo-
secularism” being
practised in the country.
It saw in it an intention to
appease the minorities.
In Parliament, the BJP
also questioned
Parliament’s legislative
competence to enact the
law as it pertained to
places of pilgrimages or
burial grounds, which
were under the State List.
However, the Union
government said it could make use of its residuary power
under Entry 97 of the Union List to enact this law.

The objective of the
Act was to freeze the
status of any place of
worship as it existed on
August 15,1947, and
maintain its character
as on that day.
I

Did the Supreme Court refer to this Act in its
Ayodhya judgment?

In its verdict, the Supreme Court commended the
enactment as one that preserved the constitutional value
of secularism by not permitting the status of a place of
worship to be changed. The state has, by enacting the
law, enforced a constitutional commitment and
operationalised its constitutional obligations to uphold
the equality of all religions and secularism, which is a
part of the basic features of the Constitution. It said the
Places of Worship Act “imposes a non-derogable
obligation towards enforcing our commitment to
secularism.” The court observed that “non-retrogression

4| the two was
demolished by
" agovernment
L contractor

preserved and that
their character will
not be altered
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

is a foundational feature of the fundamental
constitutional principles, of which secularism is a core
component.”

It took note of attempts to change the character of
places of worship by people taking law into their own
hands, citing historical events. “Historical wrongs cannot
be remedied by the people taking the law in their own
hands. In preserving the character of places of public
worship, Parliament has mandated in no uncertain terms
that history and its wrongs shall not be used as
instruments to oppress the present and the future,” it
observed.

Was there a reference to this Act in the Allahabad
High Court judgment on Ayodhya in 2010?

Justice Dharam Veer Sharma, one of the three judges on
the Bench that decided the Ayodhya case in the High
Court, referred to it with the following observation: “The
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 does not
debar those cases where declaration is sought for a
period prior to the Act came into force or for
enforcement of right which was recognized before
coming into force of the Act.”

However, the Supreme Court criticised this view,
saying it was contrary to the scheme of the law. The
conclusion of Justice Sharma is directly contrary to
Section 4(2) of the Act, it noted, and rejected it as
“erroneous.”

What is the present status of Gyanvapi and Idgah?
A district court in Varanasi had entertained a civil suit by
a temple trust claiming the site of the Gyanvapi Mosque
in the holy city, but the order has been challenged in the
Allahabad High Court, citing the statutory bar on such
suits that seek to alter the places of worship. The matter
is still pending.

The Shahi Idgah in proximity to the Krishna temple in
Mathura is the subject of an agreement between the
Krishna Janmabhumi Sanstha and the Idgah Committee,
under which the land belongs to the former and the
management is with the latter.

What are the surveillance laws in India?

After the WhatsApp breach, what should the way forward be and why is a data protection law not in place?

JAYANT SRIRAM

The story so far: On October 30, many publications
reported that phones of several dozen Indian journalists,
lawyers and human rights activists had been
compromised using an invasive Israeli-developed
malware called Pegasus. Messaging platform WhatsApp,
through which the malware was disseminated, has
reported that 121 individuals were targeted in India alone.
A lawsuit was filed against Israeli cyberintelligence firm
NSO by WhatsApp and its parent company Facebook in a
U.S. court in California on October 29, accusing it of using
their messaging platform to despatch Pegasus for
surveillance to approximately 1,400 mobile phones and
devices worldwide. The NSO claims that it only sells the
software to governments but the Indian government has
denied purchasing it and has asked WhatsApp to explain
the security breach.

Is surveillance of this kind illegal in India?

Yes. First, it’s important to explain that there are legal
routes to surveillance that can be conducted by the
government. The laws governing this are the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885, which deals with interception of
calls, and the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000,
which deals with interception of data. Under both laws,
only the government, under certain circumstances, is
permitted to conduct surveillance, and not private actors.
Moreover, hacking is expressly prohibited under the IT
Act. Section 43 and Section 66 of the IT Act cover the civil
and criminal offences of data theft and hacking
respectively. Section 66B covers punishment for
dishonestly receiving stolen computer resource or
communication. The punishment includes imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three years.

How broad are the laws regarding legal
surveillance?

The framework for understanding the checks and
balances built into these laws dates back to 1996. In 1996,
the Supreme Court noted that there was a lack of
procedural safeguards in the Indian Telegraph Act. It laid
down some guidelines that were later codified into rules
in 2007. This included a specific rule that orders on
interceptions of communication should only be issued by
the Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs.

These rules were partly reflected in the IT (Procedures
and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and
Decryption of Information) Rules framed in 2009 under
the IT Act. The rules state that only the competent
authority can issue an order for the interception,
monitoring or decryption of any information generated,

= GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

transmitted, received or stored in any computer resource
(mobile phones would count). The competent authority is
once again the Union Home Secretary or State Secretaries
in charge of the Home Departments.

In December 2018, the Central government created a
furore when it authorised 10 Central agencies to conduct
surveillance — the Intelligence Bureau, the Central Bureau
of Investigation, the National Investigation Agency, the
Research & Analysis Wing, the Directorate of Signal
Intelligence, the Narcotics Control Bureau, the
Enforcement Directorate, the Central Board of Direct
Taxes, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence and the
Delhi Police Commissioner. In the face of criticism that it
was building a ‘surveillance state’, the government
countered that it was building upon the rules laid down in
2009 and the agencies would still need approval from a
competent authority, usually the Union Home Secretary.
The 2018 action of the Union government has been
challenged in the Supreme Court.

What about the Supreme Court verdict on privacy?
The Supreme Court in a landmark decision in August,
2017 (Justice K. S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. vs Union
Of India And Others) unanimously upheld right to
privacy as a fundamental right under Articles 14, 19 and 21
of the Constitution. It is a building block and an
important component of the legal battles that are to come
over the state’s ability to conduct surveillance. But as yet
a grey area remains between privacy and the state’s
requirements for security.

In the same year, the government also constituted a
Data Protection Committee under retired Justice B.N.
Srikrishna. It held public hearings across India and

submitted a draft data protection law in 2018 which
Parliament is yet to enact. Experts have pointed out,
however, that the draft law does not deal adequately with
surveillance reform.

Do other countries have stricter laws against
surveillance?

This continues to be a grey area around the world. Take
the U.S. for example.
Electronic surveillance is
considered a search under
the Fourth Amendment
which protects individuals
from unreasonable search
and seizure. Thus the
government has to obtain a
warrant from a court in
each case and crucially,
establish probable cause to
believe a search is justified.
It also has to provide a
specific time period under
which the surveillance is to
be conducted and to
describe in particularity the conversation that is to be
intercepted. There are very few exceptions, or exigent
circumstances under which the government may proceed
without a warrant.

After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, the USA PATRIOT
(Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing
Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct
Terrorism) Act was passed. Under certain provisions in
this Act, the U.S. government used phone companies to
collect information on millions of citizens and these were
part of revelations made by the whistleblower Edward
Snowden in 2013. Many aspects of the PATRIOT Act,
particularly those involving surveillance, were to lapse
after a certain time period but they were re-authorised by
Congress. It’s an issue the U.S. still struggles with and
several rights groups argue that the Act violates the
Constitution.

In October 2019, the U.K.-based security firm
Comparitech did a survey of 47 countries to see where
governments are failing to protect privacy or are creating
surveillance states. They found that only five countries
had “adequate safeguards” and most are actively
conducting surveillance on citizens and sharing
information about them. China and Russia featured as the
top two worst offenders on the list. Number three on the
list? India, primarily the report says, because its data
protection Bill is yet to take effect and there isn’t a data
protection authority in place.

According to a UK-
based security firm,
China and Russia
feature as the top two
worst offenders on
the list for
surveillance on
citizens. India is
number three on
the list
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Unlocking plant growth
Researchers have unveiled the
structure of one of the key
components of
photosynthesis. This is
cytochrome b6f, a protein
complex that significantly
influences plant growth by
means of photosynthesis. With
this understanding and further
research, larger plants that
yield more food can be
developed. The study was
published in Nature.

T e R ]
Ritual secrets from DNA

There are doubt as to whether
ancient Egyptians, for ritual
use, domesticated the Sacred
Ibis. A study published in PLOS
argues that the genetic
diversity of DNA from
mummified specimens is
similar to that from modern
Sacred Ibises. If they had been
tamed, there would be less
diversity. Thus, the birds were
caught just for mummification.

Monkey embryo cultured
A study published in Science
reports that cynomolgus
monkey embryos were
cultured in the lab and studied
up to 19 days post-
fertilisation. This is a feat as
mammalian embryos attach
themselves to the uterine wall
and develop there. Along with
ethical issues, this makes it
difficult to grow them outside.
The study may guide ones on
human embryos.

Carbon capture ways

A study published in Nature
investigates the potential
scale and cost of 10 different
ways of capturing and reusing
carbon dioxide, such as in
fuels, chemicals, plastics and
building material. On average,
0.5 gigatonnes of carbon that
may escape into the
atmosphere could be used by
each pathway.
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Ghost imaging

A paper in Optics Letters
describes how a moving object
may be imaged using
unconventional techniques
known as ghost imaging.
Moving objects appear blurry
when imaged. The researchers
combined the data on the
position of the moving object
with the blurry images to
produce a clear picture. -

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

The Sun is one of the most
familiar celestial objects - it
is on the sky everyday. Yet, it
harbours many a puzzle for
the solar physicist. One of
the puzzles concerns its sur-
face and atmospheric tem-
perature. An international
team of researchers includ-
ing one at Indian Institute of
Astrophysics,  Bengaluru,
has had a go at this question.
These observations may
have unravelled why the
Sun’s atmosphere is hotter
than its surface.

The temperature at the
core of the Sun is nearly 15
million degrees Celsius,
while that at its surface layer,
known as the photosphere,
is merely 5,700 degrees C.
The natural thing to expect
is that still further outwards,
in its atmosphere, known as
the corona, the tempera-
tures would be comparable
to that at the surface (pho-
tosphere). However, the tem-
perature of the corona is
much higher. It starts in-
creasing outside the pho-
tosphere, reaching a value of
about one million degrees or
more in the corona.

Coronal heating puzzle

One would expect that as
there are no extra sources of
heat, when you move away
from a hot object, the tem-
perature steadily decreases.
However, with respect to the
Sun, after dropping to a low,
the temperature again rises
to one million degrees in the
corona which stretches over
several million kilometres
from the surface of the Sun.
This implies there should be
a source heating the corona.

Geyser-like jets: The solar spicules emanate from the
interface of the corona and the photosphere. =Tanmoy samanTa

The puzzle of coronal heat-
ing has been tackled by ma-
ny theories. Now, in a paper
published in Science, the
team of solar physicists has
made observations and
matched it with an analysis
that explains this conun-
drum.

Spicules in the Sun

The key to the puzzle lies in
geyser-like jets known as so-
lar spicules that emanate
from the interface of the co-
rona and the photosphere.
While in a photograph these
look like tiny hairlike projec-
tions, they are in fact 200-
500 kilometres wide and
shoot up to heights of about
5,000 km above the solar
surface.

It has been suspected that
these spicules act as con-
duits through which mass
and energy from the lower
atmosphere bypass the pho-
tosphere and reach the coro-
na. The present study, led by

Collapse of ancient civilisation
linked to megadrought

A series of natural events weakened
agriculture, amplified conflict

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

The Neo-Assyrian Empire —
that thrived between 800
and 600 BCE centred in
northern Iraq, extending to
Egypt — may have collapsed
due to a 60-year, climate re-
lated megadrought, accord-
ing to a study.

The researchers, includ-
ing Indian-origin scientist
Ashish Sinha at California
State University in the U.S.,
said the Neo-Assyrian Em-
pire was by far the largest
empire in the region up to
that time, controlling much
of the territory from the Per-
sian Gulf to modern day
Cyprus.

The study, published in
Science Advances, noted
that climate-related factors
contributed to political in-
stability, civil wars, and in-
vasion by outside armies,
that ultimately led to the ci-
vilisation’s collapse.

The researchers said the
Neo-Assyrian Empire expe-
rienced a series of mega-
droughts that probably trig-
gered its collapse by
weakening agriculture and

amplifying conflict.

They analysed fossilised
drip water in the Kuna Ba
Cave in northern Iraq and
assessed the quantities of ra-
dioactive isotopes, or var-
iants, of oxygen and carbon
atoms present across diffe-
rent layers of the cave for-
mations to infer historical
time based on changes in
precipitation.

“Because the isotope re-
cord went all the way up to
2007 CE, we were able to
correlate the stable carbon
and oxygen isotope ratios
with modern instrumental
climate information from
the region. This has enabled
us to compare the modern
isotope data with ancient
layers,” Adam W. Schneider,
study co-author from Un-
iversity of Colorada, Boul-
der, explained.

The researchers found
that the megadroughts that
affected the empire started
decades earlier than pre-
viously thought,

Climate-related factors
have contributed to the col-
lapse of several empires in
history.

Tanmoy Samanta and Hui
Tian of Peking University,
China, has deciphered how
these spicules form and also
shows that they act as con-
duits through which hot
plasma is carried into the co-
rona region.

“Our observations show
that these spicules heat up
while propagating upward,
reaching the coronal tem-
perature. They are made of
plasma - a mixture of posi-
tive ions and negatively
charged electrons,” says Dr
Samanta. Objects at different
temperatures emit light of
different wavelengths. “The
coronal plasma emits light in
extreme ultraviolet. We find
an increase in coronal inten-
sity (emission) as spicules
propagate upwards,” he ex-
plains.

The team did their obser-
vations using the 1.6-metre
Goode Solar Telescope at the
Big Bear Solar Observatory
(BBSO), the world’s largest

solar telescope, with the NI-
RIS instrument. “This is a
high-precision instrument
and can measure magnetic
fields with high sensitivity,”
says Dipankar Banerjee,
from Indian Institute of As-
trophysics and one of the
authors of the paper. The re-
searchers also matched
these observations with si-
multaneous  observations
form the Atmospheric Imag-
ing Assembly in NASA’s Solar
Dynamic Observatory space-
craft.

Frequent images

The research involved taking
many high-spatial-resolution
images of the same region of
the Sun within a short time.
This is known as high-ca-
dence. “Since spicules have
a very short lifetime - from
10 to 100 seconds - to under-
stand their dynamics, we
need a higher cadence. This
is also a limiting factor of ma-
ny solar telescopes,” says Dr
Samanta.

The key findings are that
bursts of spicules originate
from the boundaries of web
like networks of magnetic
structures in the surface.
Near their footpoints, there
emerge magnetic elements
that have opposite polarity
to the existing magnetic net-
work. When the structures
with opposing polarity run
into each other, they cancel
out. This was seen at the
footpoints of some spicules.
“Exactly at the time of can-
cellation, we found the pre-
sence of spicules, which are
also responsible for heating
the upper atmosphere,” says
Dr Samanta, explaining how
the spicules originate as per
their observations.

Accounting for over a mil-
lion deaths in 2018, tuber-
culosis (TB) remains a ma-
jor healthcare burden for
most developing countries,
and India still leads the list
with the largest number of
cases. “The World Health
Organization has aimed at
eliminating TB by 2035, and
the Indian government has
vouched to do this by 2025.
If this ambitious plan has to
succeed, we should be con-
centrating on not missing
out on any case,” says Dr.
Sayed E. Hasnain from Ja-
mia Hamdard University in
New Delhi.

With this aim in mind, he
and his collaborators have
developed a small device
that can be attached to a
simple optical microscope
to convert it into a fluores-
cence microscope, thus
enabling better TB diagno-
sis at the point-of-care.

Battery-operated device
Named SeeTB, the device is
battery operated and allows
quick identification of the
bacteria. The team has also
developed a clearing rea-
gent called CLR which
helps in thinning the col-
lected sputum thus enhanc-
ing the bacteria detection.
A patent has been filed for
both the reagent and the
device.

“CLR-SeeTB is a highly
economical platform and is
most suited for a country
like India which has a high
TB burden,” adds Dr. Nas-
reen Z Ehtesham, Director-
in-Charge at the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search-National Institute of
Pathology and one of the
authors of the paper pu-

) detecting tuberculosis
__ 3 the Sun S atm()sphere SOlved Device shows better sensitivity than existing methods
HAAEGT The study used high-resolution and high cadence images ASWATHI PACHA

Handy and fast: The device is battery operated and allows
for quick identification of the bacteria.

CLR-SeeTB
[combination] is a
highly economical
platform and is
most suited for a
country like India
which has a high TB
burden.

NASREEN Z EHTESHAM
National Institute of Pathology

C

blished in Scientific Re-
ports.

“Also, the currently used
fluorescence microscopy
requires infrastructure, an
air-conditioned room,
trained professionals and is
functional only in tertiary
health care centers. SeeTB
can be used at the primary
health care centres in the
villages, and once diag-
nosed, the treatment can
be started.”

The device was used to
test more than 300 suspect-
ed pulmonary patients. The
results showed that com-
pared to fluorescence mi-
croscopy, the CLR-SeeTB
system had higher sensitivi-

ty.

Relative performance

Against bacterial culture
studies, fluorescence mi-
croscopy showed 63.38%

sensitivity while SeeTB sys-
tem showed improved sen-
sitivity of 76.05%.

When the performance
was compared against Ge-
neXpert, another diagnosis
tool that looks for DNA
markers of TB bacteria,
SeeTB showed improved
sensitivity. Also, while Ge-
neXpert method takes
about two hours, SeeTB can
help find the bacteria in
about 30 minutes.

3D printing

Dr. Ravikrishnan Elangovan
from Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi and one
of the team members ex-
plains: “We used 3D print-
ing to rapidly prototype this
compact optical platform,
and now we are using injec-
tion moulding to produce
these components in large
scale. This can help drasti-
cally bring down the cost,
thus making it feasible for
large scale distributions
across the country.”

The Indian Council of
Medical Research has
planned to start large scale
validation of the CLR-SeeTB
in its primary health re-
search units at different lo-
cations in the country.

Understanding upside-down landings of flies

Turning around and settling on the ceiling involves four steps

ASWATHI PACHA

“When I was a student, Late
Prof. K. S. Krishnan who
was on the interview panel
asked me, ‘how do flies
land on the ceiling?’ Alth-
ough seemingly an innocu-
ous question, it turns out to
be a really complex pheno-
menon,” says Prof Sanjay
Sane from the National
Centre for  Biological
Sciences, Bengaluru. Now,
after several years of re-
search using the modern
state of the art tools and
months of video recordings
his team has answered the
question. The paper recent-
ly published in Science Ad-
vances notes that the invert-
ed landing “involves a serial
sequence of well-coordinat-
ed behavioural modules.”

Four steps

The international team lists
out four steps that take
place in the complex pro-
cess which includes up-
ward acceleration towards
the ceiling and then based
on visual inputs it begins to
rotate - pitch and roll. It

Complex task: The data indicates that ceiling landings may
be more 'difficult’ for a fly. =ceTTvImMAGES

then flings all six legs and
prepares to land, and in the
final stage does a leg-assist-
ed body swing and lands
firmly.

Precision landing

The question is how is it
possible to do all the four
steps so precisely. It in-
volves visual, neurobiologi-
cal and gyroscopic inputs.
The team used video re-
cordings of how blue bottle
flies land and by plotting
the distance at which land-
ing is initiated and speed at

that point, they concluded
that they have to initiate de-
celeration at 40 microse-
conds speed. For easy com-
parison, we blink our eyes
at about 150 to 200 micro-
seconds. If the fly missed
initiating the landing res-
ponse within this window,
it ended up colliding with
the substrate.

The team from NCBS had
previously compared how
houseflies land on the
straight wall and inverted
ceiling. The results pu-
blished earlier this year in

PLOS ONE noted that in
both cases, the fly uses the
same landing manoeuvres
but there are also notable
differences in both types of
landing.

Difficult task

“To orient itself in an in-
verted position, a fly can
either perform a roll rota-
tion or a pitch rotation or a
combination of both,” ex-
plains Sujay Acharya, the
first author of the paper
from NCBS in an email to
The Hindu.

“Vertical landings on the
other hand are highly stere-
otyped. As the fly ap-
proaches the wall, it pitches
up before contact. Our data
also indicates that ceiling
landings may be more ‘diffi-
cult’ for a fly. We observed
that in close to half the cas-
es, a fly landing on a ceiling
bumped into it. Whereas,
we did not observe such
collisions  for  vertical
landings.”

Prof. Sane adds that,
“This study will help us
gain insights into how the
nervous system acquires

and integrates inputs from
multiple sensory modalities
to execute a fast but precise
behaviour.” He also explains
that these flies belong to the
Dipteran order  which
means they have only one
pair of wings and their hind
wings are modified into spe-
cial structures called hal-
teres, which helps in body
orientation and alerts them
when they are involuntarily
pitching or rolling.

Inspired by nature

“We look at nature for inspi-
ration. This helps drive the
fundamental science of en-
gineering, to understand
how flies are able to solve
these problems so we can
apply them to future tech-
nologies,” explains Prof.
Jean-Michel Mongeau, one
of the authors from Pennsyl-
vania State University in a
release. “This work reiter-
ates how fast these [ma-
noeuvres] are executed
within an extremely small
nervous system. This data
can lead to new hypotheses
for understanding how
brains function.”

Weeding out black hole mimickers by looking at gravitational waves

The universe contains not just black holes but many exotic objects, such as gravastars and boson stars

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

In September 2015, the LIGO
detectors in the US made his-
tory by directly detecting for
the first time the merging of
two black holes. Since then,
LIGO, joined by other detec-
tors around the world, has
gone on to detect eleven
events of which one is the
merger of two neutron stars
and the remaining ten, of
pairs of black holes (binary
black holes).

As they spiralled in to-
wards each other and
merged, the binary black
holes let off characteristic
gravitational wave signals.
The properties of the merg-
ing black holes, namely the

CcM
K

Remote objects: The properties of merging black holes can be
calculated from the initial part of the signal waveform. =Lico

masses and spins could be
arrived at by looking at the
initial part of the signal wave-
form. Similarly, by carefully

looking at the tail end - also
known as the ring down part
of the signal, the mass and
spin of the final merged state

(9 There are not many

ways to look for
exotic objects, and
gravitational waves
could be one...

K.G. ARUN
CMI, Chennai

(black hole) can be inferred.
The question emerges -
whether other exotic objects
exist that may act as black
hole mimickers and give off
similar signals. And if so,
how is one to distinguish bet-
ween such spinning black
holes and exotic objects?
Theoretically, there are
possibilities such as the so-
called gravastars and boson
stars which are black hole
mimickers. For instance, a

gravastar is a strange object
that would have a core of ex-
otic matter resembling dark
energy with an external shell
of normal star-like matter.
“There are no observational
evidences for their existence
till date, but then, there were
not too many ways in which
one could look for them.
Gravitational waves could be
one...” says K. G. Arun, Chen-
nai Mathematical Institute,
Chennai, who led the study.

Gravastars spinning

The spinning of the compact
object has a different effect
on it whether it is a black
hole or, for instance, a gra-
vastar. Since the gravastar is
filled with dark energy, it ex-

erts a negative pressure on
the outside. So when it spins
it behaves differently from
normal stars and black holes.
When a normal star spins
about an axis, it tends to
bulge about the equator and
get compressed at the poles.
However, for a gravastar this
effect is just reversed - It gets
compressed near the equa-
tor and bulges out at the
poles. Thus their shapes
change differently when
spinning.

“Any compact object, in
general, can undergo defor-
mations due to its spinning
motion and these deforma-
tions are expressed in terms
of what is called spin-in-
duced multipole moments,”

says M. Saleem an author of
the paper published in Phys-
ical Review D, who is a post-
doctoral fellow at CMI.

“For black holes, due to
the existence of event hori-
Zon, any property we mea-
sure from outside will de-
pend on only its mass and
spin, unlike other compact
objects. This is the fact which
we make use in our proposed
test,” he explains.

One property that can dis-
tinguish between a black
hole and exotic object is
known as spin-induced qua-
drupole moment. This pa-
rameter takes the value 1 for
ablack hole. “For other com-
pact objects, the value ... of
this parameter is different

from 1 and will vary depend-
ing on the internal struc-
ture,” says N. V. Krishnendu,
the first author, formerly a
PhD student at CMI, and now
a post-doctoral researcher at
Albert Einstein University,
Hannover.

The researchers, includ-
ing C.K. Mishra of IIT Ma-
dras, tested out their ideas
on the events detected so far
and found that the events of
2015, December and 2017,
June were indeed just binary
black hole mergers. These
were the “low-mass” events
for which their method is ap-
plicable. Further develop-
ment of the idea can be used
as a tool to discover exotic
objects.
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Fight for the future of Bolivia

Evo Morales’s resignation saw fierce protests by
grass-roots organisations supporting him

LA PAZ

On November 10,
“ the day Bolivian
President Evo Mo-
rales resigned
amid pressure from the armed forc-
es and street violence, Luis Fernan-
do Camacho, leader of the civic
group Comité Pro-Santa Cruz, en-
tered Palacio Quemado in La Paz,
the official residence of the Presi-
dent. Flanked by armed forces and
with an evangelical ally clutching a
Bible, Mr. Camacho, a staunch critic
of the former President, said: “Pa-
chamama will never return to the pa-
lace,” referring to the Andean Moth-
er Earth. “Bolivia belongs to Christ.”

Mr. Camacho, along with other
anti-Morales leaders, played a key
role in the ouster of the President.
The immediate cause of the current

turmoil was the elections on October
20, in which Mr. Morales appeared
to secure victory in the first round
but the Opposition accused him of
fraud. This led to mass protests and
counter-protests on the streets of ci-
ties across Bolivia.

To quell the unrest, Mr. Morales
invited the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) to audit the elec-
tion. On November 10, the OAS re-
leased its report which found that
there had been ‘manipulation’ in
some of the electoral data. Mr. Mo-
rales immediately pledged to hold
fresh elections, but the head of the
Bolivian armed forces suggested that
he resign, following a mutiny of pol-
ice personnel across the country. Af-
ter his resignation, Mr. Morales’s
house was ransacked, the ex-presi-
dent of the electoral authority arrest-
ed, and groups of anti-government
protesters took to the streets to burn

the wiphala, the flag representing in-
digenous peoples in the Andes.

Mr. Morales denounced the new
government as “illegal and unconsti-
tutional” and on Wednesday called
for international bodies, including
the Catholic Church, to facilitate a
dialogue to restore peace in Bolivia.
He left for Mexico after the Mexican
government offered him political
asylum. Opposition candidate Carlos
Mesa from the Comunidad Ciudada-
na party described the develop-
ments as a “legitimate and massive
citizen mobilisation, a genuine Boli-
vian democratic spring”.

Future uncertain
Much of the popular opposition to-
wards Mr. Morales stems from his de-
cision to defy a 2016 referendum in
which the people voted against him
running for a fourth term. In addi-
tion, this summer, he faced criticism
for his handling of the catastrophic
fires which swept the dry forests of
Chiquitania.

Mr. Morales, the first indigenous

Shifting sands in the Kingdom

Social and economic reforms in Saudi Arabia are
opening up new avenues for its women

RIYADH

On board the na-
tional carrier of
Saudia, the inflight
magazine Leaders
with its cover story on ‘Breaking Bar-
riers’ displayed the photograph of a
smiling Kariman Abuljadayel. The
first Saudi woman athlete to take
part in the Olympics 100 m sprint,
Ms. Abuljadayel is now preparing for
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in rowing.
In 2012, when the ban on Saudi wo-
men from competing in Olympics
was lifted, her mother called her to
the living room to watch the news
being announced on television, ac-
cording to the magazine. “Come On!
It’s your turn next,” Ms. Abulja-
dayel’s mother told her.

We were flying to Riyadh as part of
a global media delegation to attend

the ‘Davos In the Desert’, or third
edition of the Future Investment In-
itiative in Saudi Arabia. Riyadh hard-
ly wears the festive look one finds in
neighbouring Dubai. Shopping malls
with fancy global luxury brands are
lit up but not buzzing with custom-
ers. High-end SUVs zip past multi-
lane streets which seem to have no
concept of a pedestrian crossing. On
one evening, to our question as to
how to cross the street, a Saudi wo-
man engaged in a phone conversa-
tion outside a mall quipped: “With
Limousines!”

A skywalk designed like an air-
lines lounge was discovered at much
distance, but clearly its existence
was inconsequential to the locals gi-
ven its dirty condition.

Riyadh is promising change. And a
welcome sight signifying this are wo-
men driving fancy cars down the
streets of the capital. The grant of

freedom to Saudi women to drive
alone by the de facto ruler and
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, popularly known as MBS, fol-
lowing prolonged protests by acti-

vists that made international
headlines last year. In the ancient

President of Bolivia, was elected in
2005 with his social movement
backed party, the Movimiento al So-
cialismo (MAS). Under his tenure,
Bolivia slashed poverty rates, re-
duced inequality, nationalised key
industries and saw economic growth

Salwa Palace of Al Diriyah, some 35
out of 53 tourist guides are women,
who work in shifts.

Many of them have started driving
their own cars. Nora, a young guide,
says her family is supportive of the
decision. “It is easier transportation
for us to move from place to place. I
used to take a taxi earlier.”

‘Come and see the change’
“There are more women starting to
work. And thousands of girls are
learning to drive now in schools. Pe-
ople have a wrong idea. Come to our
Kingdom and see and I suppose they
will change their mind,” she adds.
Madi, another young tourist guide, is
gearing up for licence exams and
hopes she can drive to India one day.
Nidhi Sultan, a 21-year old student
has travelled extensively to the U.S.,
Canada and Switzerland, and has a
liberal worldview. The change in the
Kingdom that has her most excited is
about movie screenings in theatres
now. With a giggle, she adds that it is
her uncle who was double checking

Releasing a terrorist for foreign hostages

The decision to free Anas Haqqgani in exchange
for two teachers has been widely criticised

KABUL
] After days of spec-
@ ulation,  Afghan
President Ashraf
Ghani confirmed

that the government has decided to
free convicted terrorist Anas Haqga-
ni in exchange for two foreign na-
tionals, who were abducted in 2016.

In a statement, Mr. Ghani an-
nounced that the Afghan govern-
ment would conditionally release
three key members of the Hagqani
network, an insurgent group with
close ties to the Taliban, including
Anas Haqgani, son of the group’s
founder. While it is not clear, when
the exchange will take place, the
deal will facilitate the freeing of U.S.
national Kevin King and Australian
citizen Timothy Weeks, both profes-
sors at the American University of Af-

ghanistan in Kabul who were taken
just weeks ahead of a major attack
on the Kabul campus in August 2016.
It is believed that they are currently
held by the Haqgani Network in
Pakistan.

‘Nothing in it for Afghans’

While the upcoming release of the
long-time captive teachers was wel-
comed by Afghans, many also ex-
pressed deep concerns over the re-
lease of Haqgani, who is responsible
for many attacks across Afghanistan.
“Anas Haqqani is a criminal of the Af-
ghan people and he should have
been punished for the crimes he
committed. This exchange is a deal
between the U.S. and Pakistan, and
results in two foreign citizens, one of
whom is American [being freed].
What do we Afghans get in return?”
questioned Idrees Stanikzai, a politi-
cal activist and leader of the Youth

Trend Movement, a grass-roots polit-
ical organisation. Mr. Stanikzai, who
is an Afghan government loyalist and
an otherwise strong supporter of Mr.
Ghani’s re-election bid, said he was
disappointed with the news of Hag-
gani’s release. “This is an achieve-
ment for President Trump ahead of
their 2020 election. Not for Af-
ghans,” he pointed out.

The National Directorate of Secur-
ity, the Afghan intelligence agency,
has accused the Haggani Network of
many major attacks, including the
May 2017 truck bomb in the heart of
the city that claimed over 150 lives.
Just last month, a government spo-
kesperson had declared the release
of Anas Haqgani as a “red line” for
the Afghan government. The recent
deal has also raised questions from
observers like Mr. Stanikzai on how
rigid these ‘red lines’ are. “Deals
such as these affect the trust people
have in the government and the jud-
iciary. How can people have faith
that the other ‘red lines’ drawn by
the Afghan government, such as

freedom of speech and women’s
rights, will be upheld?” he said.

However, some Afghan analysts
see this deal as a strategic move on
part of the Afghan President to reass-
ert his position as the representative
of the Afghans. “There are three
messages to this: one, to the Taliban;
second, to the Pakistanis; and third,
to the West, particularly to the U.S.
And to all of them [President Ghani]
wants to convey that he is ready for a
deal with them,” said Omar Sadr, Af-
ghan analyst. “He is telling the Tali-
ban that I can sit with you and even
give you such concessions from my
part. Similarly, to the Pakistanis and
to the West, the message seeks diffe-
rent consequences; like from the
U.S., he might expect support over
the election outcome [due in the
coming weeks]. But also, to seek in-
clusion of his government in the on-
going talks,” he explained.

Mr. Sadr, like many Afghan aca-
demics, also hoped that there is
more to the deal than has been
shared publicly. “Haqgani was an im-

China powers Africa’s digital dreams

In many African countries, the e-commerce
ecosystem is beginning to take root

BEUJING

* From Kenya on the
east coast to Ugan-
da and landlocked
Rwanda a digital
revolution, inspired by Chinese
icons such as ecommerce giant Ali-
baba, is in the works. In Kenya’s cap-
ital Nairobi, the e-commerce ecosys-
tem, powered by the Internet is
beginning to take root. The Global
Times, a tabloid from the stable of
People’s Daily — the flagship of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) —
reported success stories from Kenya,
where Alibaba’s former head, Jack
Ma, has played his hand.

The report pointed to Sarai
Afrique Fashion House, an online
platform, from where buyers can
pick women’s clothes bearing the la-
bel of a leading global brand.

The successful ecommerce plat-
form owes much of its achievement
to the two-week “eFounders Fellow-
ship” programme offered at Aliba-
ba’s headquarters in Hangzhou, Chi-
na. In June 2018, Caroline Kuria, the
founder and CEO of Sarai Afrique,
participated in the course, which
was co-sponsored by the Alibaba
Group and the United Nations Confe-
rence on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD).

Training entrepreneurs

The aim of the initiative was to help
fulfill Mr. Jack Ma’s dream — to incu-
bate 1,000 entrepreneurs in deve-
loping countries in the next five
years. One-fifth of these would come
from Africa alone.

Ms. Kuria’s success did not come
without hitting speed bumps on the
way, despite the valuable experience
that she had gained at Hangzhou.

“There are many concerns from
customers in Kenya. They cannot ea-
sily trust e-commerce websites. But
if there is a physical store, you can-
not disappear the next day. Alibaba
also has offline stores. That’s exactly
what I learned from Alibaba,” she

said. But the Sarai Afrique online
brand has now taken off. In turn,
ecommerce companies in Kenya are
also spinning jobs in the courier in-
dustry. Mobile payments are also
helping African companies ride the
digital wave. There are 280 million
mobile money accounts in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa, exceeding the number of
bank accounts in the region, said
Global Times.

The miracle of the digital econo-
my is also permeating into neigh-
bouring Uganda. Akello Banker has
emerged as a Ugandan fintech com-
pany, which is geared to provide
loans to poor farmers. Many farmers
are now able to buy tractors, better
quality seeds and medical services
through loans offered by Akello
Banker, which combines user data
and technology to make its deci-
sions. “The course during the eFoun-
ders Fellowship made me more
aware of the mission of our compa-
ny. Alibaba has so many different
products and services, but almost
every product or service has risen to

while rejecting IMF debt bondage.
Yet, the immediate political future of
the country is now uncertain. The in-
terim President, Jeanine Anez, un-
ilaterally assumed power on Tues-
day at odds with Bolivian
constitutional process.

Lawmakers lacked the quorum to
formally approve Mr. Morales’s resig-
nation because too few MAS repre-
sentatives were present. Numerous
MAS officials resigned or were forced
out of office, including the heads of
both chambers of Congress. Many
are currently in the Mexican Embas-
sy in La Paz.

“God bless you and allow us to be
free and to hold transparent elec-
tions soon,” Ms. Anez said on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, pro-Morales forces
promised not to end their protests.
Marches by residents from El Alto, a
satellite city next to La Paz, took
place. The main peasants union, the
CSUTCB, declared that it does not ac-
cept Mr. Morales’s resignation and
that it “reserve[d] the right to use all

to ensure that she applied for a driv-
er’s licence.

In many glitzy shopping malls,
Saudi women clad from head to toe
far outnumber the male employees
even in evening shifts. Ninan, a sales
executive, argued that the hijab is, in
her opinion, a choice and reflects
her culture. Another woman em-
ployee, though, was not sure if the
‘choice’ would be different were the
Kingdom to make the Abaya, the
loose over-garment, non-mandatory.
Incidentally, there are restrictions
for single Saudi men also in several
public spaces marked as ‘Family’.
But unrelated men and women
working as colleagues walking to-
gether on the streets and chatting in
some public areas are not a rare sight
contrary to popular perceptions.

“Allowing men and women to
share space in salons and gyms will
be hard. But restaurants are mixing
singles with families. We are improv-
ing. I am really happy with what is
happening right now,” says Shahad
Alobaid, a news producer. Rakan

portant leverage that the govern-
ment had, and such leverages are ve-
ry limited. To what extent the
government used this in an efficient
manner to get maximum gains in ex-
change needs to be seen,” he added.

The Afghan government hasn’t re-

the challenge, rather than being
emotionally driven,” Jean Anthony
Onyait, founder of Akello Banker has
been quoted as saying. Mr. Onayait’s
enterprise is especially relevant as
more than 80% of Ugandans rely on
agriculture for their living. But less
than 10% of them can benefit from
bank credit.

In neighbouring Rwanda, Nkurun-
ziza Mufuth, founder and CEO of
Guez Show, was another beneficiary
of the eFounders Fellowship. He es-
tablished Guez Show, a 3D animation
and graphics company. The entre-
preneur also wants to pioneer train-
ing for the gaming industry in his
country.

Mr. Mufuth dreams of expanding
the Guez Group by adding two subsi-
diary businesses to it. He hopes that
Guez Show and Guez Agent will pro-
vide B2C and B2B services in the not
so distant future.

“Africa today has tremendous op-
portunities. Africa, like China 19
years ago, has no good infrastruc-
ture, but with the opportunity of dig-

democratic means of resistance”.
The largest trade union, the Central
Obrera Boliviana (COB), also de-
clared a state of emergency. Juan
Carlos Huarachi, executive secretary
of the COB, said, “The COB calls for
an expanded emergency nation-
wide... to discuss and take action in
defence of democracy,” he said. “It
was hard for us to recover democra-
cy and we are going to defend it.”

Fears of violence by MAS suppor-
ters were encouraged by Opposition
leaders, with Mr. Camacho on Twit-
ter calling on the armed forces to
“save the people...”

Schools in La Paz and El Alto were
shut in the interests of security and
the teleférico, (cable cars) were sus-
pended. “The Opposition has consis-
tently avoided dialogue, avoided en-
gagement, rejected the voice of
international organisations...,” Kath-
ryn Ledebur, director of the Andean
Information Network, told The Real
News Network. “[They] have reject-
ed and violated Bolivia’s Constitu-
tion and laws.”

Abdullah, a journalist and an aspir-
ing actor, argues that it is a miscon-
ception that Saudi Arabia has started
empowering women only in the past
year. “Believe it or not, it was the
case before. Now, it is more exposed.
In Saudi Arabia, like in India or Leba-
non, there are people who are con-
servative as well as open-minded.
And we respect all.”

MBS is widely seen as the man be-
hind the changes. But he’s not free of
criticism. The murder of dissident
journalist Jamal Khashoggi last year
is a blot on MBS’s projected image as
a reformer. He’s also accused of re-
pressing voices of dissent at home.
But slow but significant progress is
palpable for the Kingdom’s women
citizens, who still have to deal with
the repressive guardianship laws. In
2014, Somayya Jabarti became the
Kingdom’s first ever woman editor
when she joined Saudi Gazette. As
we departed Riyadh, Ms. Jabarti was
appointed as assistant Editor-In-
Chief of Arab News. Clearly, the des-
ert sands are shifting.

vealed the entire nature of the deal,
nor have the American and Austra-
lian governments shared any further
details. However, a government spo-
kesperson did clarify to the local me-
dia in Kabul that they have sought as-
surances to ensure that the released
terrorists do not return or harm Af-
ghan interest. “International partn-
ers have assured us that Anas Haqqa-
ni, Haji Mali Khan and Hafiz Rashid
will not return to the battlefield and
will go to Qatar and remain there,”
Firoz Bashar, head of the Govern-
ment Media and Information Center
in Kabul, said on Wednesday.

Mr. Stanikzai also urged the U.S.
government to crack down on insur-
gent forces in Pakistan, where the
hostages are believed to be held cur-
rently. “Instead of pushing the Af-
ghan government, they could have
pressured the Pakistani government,
where the Haggani network is ac-
tually based. The Americans are
pouring millions of dollars into Pa-
kistan even when these terrorists are
being sheltered there,” he accused.

italisation, Africa will be the most
profitable land around the world,”
said Mr. Jack Ma.

The green shoots of an economic
turnaround with roots in China can
be traced to Beijing’s special focus
on Africa. Last year, China pledged a
$60 billion fund to bolster industry
in Africa, counter hunger, and en-
hance security in the continent.

In his omnibus inaugural address
at the Forum on China-Africa Coop-
eration (FOCAC), Chinese President
Xi Jinping was emphatic in declaring
that Beijing had become the locomo-
tive of Africa’s all-round progress. He
listed eight focal areas of funding.
Mr. Xi stressed that out of the $60 bil-
lion that were on offer, $15 billion
would be disbursed as aid, interest-
free loans and concessional loans. A
$20 billion credit line would be esta-
blished, while another $10 billion
would be channelled into a special
fund for China-Africa development.
Another $5 billion would be ear-
marked as special fund only for Afri-
can imports.
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