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‘PM SAID THINGS AGAINST NITISH... | WAS CALLED
MONKEY. THESE ARE POLITICAL STATEMENTS...

DUSHYANT CHAUTALA, Deputy CM, Haryana

Sena to skip meeting of
NDA allies today, Pawar
and Sonia to meet soon

Have not been
invited, RS seating
arrangement
changed: Sena MP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 16

THE SHIV Sena said on Saturday
that it would not attend a meet-
ing of NDA allies in New Delhi on
Sunday, on the eve of the Winter
Session of Parliament, as it had
not been invited. Meanwhile, the
talks on government formation
in Maharashtra are set to move
to Delhi, with NCP chief Sharad
Pawar likely to meet Congress
president Sonia Gandhi in the
coming week.

The NCP leadership is
expected to meet in Pune on
Sunday to discuss the recom-
mendations made in the
Common Minimum Programme
(CMP), discussed at its first joint
meeting with the Congress and
Sena on Thursday.

“It is not a question of boy-
cotting the (NDA) meeting. We
have not been invited for the
meeting and hence we are not go-
ing. As to whether we are still a
constituent of the NDA, that is for
the BJP todecide. Our party chief,
Uddhav Thackeray, has not made
any statement saying that we are
not partof the NDA,” said Vinayak
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla chairs an all-party meeting in

New Delhi on Saturday. Amit Mehra
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Action
moves to

Delhi
L]

WITH THE Congress,
NCP and Shiv Sena hav-
ing decided on the first
draft of the CMP, the ac-
tion has moved to Delhi
from Mumbai, where
Sharad Pawar and Sonia
Gandhi will meet in the
coming week. Given the
differences between the
Congress-NCP and Sena,
the parties would like to
take all precautions that
they can anticipate.
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Raut, Sena MP in the Lok Sabha.
“I have come to know that
the seating arrangement of our
Rajya Sabha MPs in the House
has been altered. The BJP has
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Waiting in
the wings

conspired to keep the Sena away
from the NDA,” he said.

The Shiv Sena’s lone minister
in the Union Cabinet, Arvind
Sawant, quit the Narendra Modi
Cabinet on November 11.

Shiv Sena MP and executive
editor of party mouthpiece
Saamana, Sanjay Raut, said the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Winter is coming

Kashmir’s unusually early winter, with snow flattening trees
and power lines, has added to the problems of the region
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Two days after Supreme Court review order, priests open the sanctum sanctorum of
Sabarimala Temple on Saturday. ANI

As Sabarimala temple opens,
Kerala police stop 10 women

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 16

AS THE Sabarimala temple
opened for the two-month-long
annual pilgrimage season amid
tight security on Saturday, police
stopped at least 10 young
women from trekking to the hill
shrine.

Police sources said the 10
women of menstruating age
were part of a group of about 50
people from Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh. “They were on a tour of
temples in the region, and their
itinerary included Sabarimala.
Our personnel deployed at the
Pamba base station politely
dissuaded them from going to

'Dalit labourer who was beaten

up, ‘forced to drink urine’ dies

RAAKHIJAGGA &
SAURABHPRASHAR
LUDHIANA, CHANDIGARH,
NOVEMBER 16

NINE DAYS after he was
allegedly beaten up and forced
to drink urine, Jagmale Singh
(37),aDalitlabourer of Changali
Wala village in Sangrur district
of Punjab, succumbed to his
injuries on Saturday.

All the four accused —
Amarjeet Singh, his son Rinku,
and the latter’s friends, Lucky
and Binder — have been
arrested. The four, all residents
of the same village, had report-
edly targeted Jagmale following
an altercation on October 21. All
of them belong to the Jat Sikh
community.

“We arrested Amarjeet,
Rinku and Lucky on November
14, while Binder was arrested on
November 15. On questioning,
they claimed that the victim had
abused them,” said Sangrur SSP
Sandeep Garg. The four accused
have been booked for murder
and under the SC/ ST Act.

According to Jagmale’s state-
ment to the police, as quoted in
the FIR, he was taken to Rinku’s
house and beaten up on
November 7. “Iwas tied to a pole
for two-three hours. Beeta alias

Binder had a stick in his hand,
Rinku was holding my arms,
while his father Amarjeet was
carrying a small rod. They beat
me up mercilessly... When |
asked Rinku to give me water, he
went to the bathroom, urinated,
and made me drink his urine,”
Jagmale said in his statement.

According to the FIR, the
medical report noted that the
injuries were caused by a blunt
weapon.

“On October 21, my husband

.

Jagmale (left) was attacked
on November 7; (above) his
wife Manjeet. Kamleshwar Singh

had an altercation with Rinku,
Binder and his friends. However,
the matter was resolved. But on
November 7, Rinku, Binder and
Lucky took my husband to
Amarjeet’s house and beat him
up,” Jagmale’s wife, Manjeet
Kaur (32), told The Sunday
Express. The couple have three
children — a 15-year-old son and
two daughters aged 9 and 6
years.

“He was tied to a pole and
beaten up. His legs were broken
after being hit with rods and
sticks, and injuries were inflicted
with a screwdriver. Acid was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

the shrine. They agreed to stay
back at Pamba, while the others
in the group went up to the tem-
ple,” said a senior police officer.

To stop young women from
going to the shrine, police have
decided to check all vehicles at
Nilakkal — the first base station
from where pilgrims are allowed
to proceed to Pamba. Women
police constables have been
deployed in the area.

The latest stand is in stark
contrast to the CPM-led govern-
ment’s position last year when
the Supreme Court had lifted the
traditional bar on women of
menstruating age from entering
the temple. This is the second
pilgrim season after the
Supreme Court’s ruling in
September 2018.

Yogi summons
minister after
she ‘threatens’

police officer
for Ansal FIR

AVANEESH MISHRA
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 16

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath summoned
minister Swati Singh on
Saturday, a day after the record-
ing of a purported phone call
emerged in which Singh
allegedly threatens a police offi-
cer for registering an FIR against
real estate giant Ansal.

Adityanath has also asked
DGP Om Prakash Singh to sub-
mit a detailed report on the mat-
ter within 24 hours.

In the recording, Swati Singh,
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Women'’s Welfare,
Child Development & Nutrition,
purportedly questions DSPBeenu
Singh, posted as circle officer (CO)
of Lucknow’s Cantonment area,
for lodging an FIR against Ansal
Developers, and allegedly says
that there are orders “fromabove”
that no FIR be registered against
them, and that this was in “the
CM’s knowledge”.

“Aapne Ansal ka koi FIR likha
hai? Kyun likha aapne? Aapko

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Last year, the government
had pushed firmly to implement
the court order, while equating
the entry of young women to the
Left's commitment to ensuring
gender justice and protecting the
renaissance traditions of the
state. However, this move led to
largescale  protests that
contributed to the Left alliance
ending up with just one seat out
of 20 in the Lok Sabha polls.

On Friday, a day after the
Supreme Court referred review
petitions on the entry of women
of all ages in Sabarimala to a
larger bench, the Kerala govern-
ment pointed to “grey areas” in
the judgment and indicated that
it is “not going to take young
women to the temple”.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

STATUS OF RELEASE OF loE GRANT (inRsCRoRE)

Released ; Budget . Released . Unspent; Yettobe
FY18-19 | allocation. FY19-20 : balance*! released
i FY19-20 ! FY19-20
IIT Delhi 4296 : 400 50 7354 | 85.04
I |
lISc Bengaluru 4297 | 35 56.53 | 100.03
IIT Bombay 4297 ! - : 4297 | 135.03
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From the time when rugby was a white man’s
game to a black man captaining the Springboks
to a World Cup win, South Africa has come a
long way. How does an Indian-origin woman’s
life intersect with this moment in history?

‘NON-BAILABLE OFFENCEFE’

Ganga pollution:
 Govt plans 5-yr
jal| Rs 30 crfine

National Ganga Bill to be introduced
in Winter Session of Parliament

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

POLLUTING OR “obstructing the
flow” of Ganga may attract a
penalty of up to five years
imprisonment and a fine as high
as Rs 50 crore under the pro-
posed “The National River Ganga
(Rejuvenation, Protection and
Management) Bill, 2019”, which
the government plans to intro-
duce and pass during the Winter
Session of Parliament beginning
Monday.

“Offences under this Act to be
cognizable and non-bailable for
causing pollution in river
Ganga,” states the draft Bill
circulated by the Ministry of Jal
Shakti for Cabinet approval.

According to sources, the
draft Bill, which comprises 13
chapters and three schedules,
lists graded penalties, depend-
ing on the severity of the offence,
under a dozen sections. These
include activities like illegal
construction of ports or jetties;
storage or diversion of water by
any means causing obstruction
to the flow of water; mining,
stone quarrying or extracting

*As of Sept 30,2019

3 institutes of eminence
flag slow funding, govt
points to unspent funds

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

THE INDIAN Institutes of
Technology (IITs) in Mumbai and
Delhi and the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc) in Bengaluru have
flagged concerns over the pace
of funding by the HRD Ministry
under the ‘Institution of
Eminence’ (IoE) scheme.

Raising this issue in their
presentation to the Empowered
Expert Committee (EEC) on
September 26, the three govern-
ment institutes, which were
awarded the ‘eminence’ tag in
July last year, flagged challenges
in implementing their IoE plans
on the grounds of inadequate
and delayed funding by the gov-
ernment.

The HRD Ministry is sup-
posed to give Rs 1,000 crore, over

five years, to each of the public
educational institutes declared
as ‘eminent’.

Since July 2018, IIT-Delhi has
received about Rs 93 crore,
against its demand for roughly
Rs 200 crore; IISc has received
about Rs 78 crore against its
projected requirement of Rs 167
crore in the first year; and IIT-
Bombay has got Rs 43 crore —
although it submitted its request
for more funds in May this year,
ithasn’t received any.

When  contacted, N
Gopalaswami, former Chief
Election Commissioner who now
heads the EEC, said, “Whatever
you have been told is not the
complete truth. Please ask themif
they have been able to spend the
money already given to them.”

The EEC is tasked with rec-
ommending names for the IoE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Maximum fine for
obstructing the flow of the
river. Express Archive

ground water; and spoiling or
defacing the ghats of the Ganga
and its tributaries.

A maximum fine of Rs 50
crore has been proposed for
causing obstruction to the flow
of the Ganga without prior
permission, said sources.

Similarly, the maximum
imprisonment of up to five years
has been proposed for construc-
tion of permanent residential or
commercial structures in the
active floodplains of Ganga and
its tributaries, said sources.

According to sources, a pro-
vision has been made for regu-
lating activities like mining,
stone quarrying or extracting
ground water, which may attract

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SUBODH GUPTA CASE
Outing details
of account will

violate privacy,
FB tells HC

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

FACEBOOK INC. has moved an
application in Delhi High Court
to say that revealing details of the
person behind the anonymous
‘@herdsceneand’ Instagram
account, which had posted alle-
gations of sexual harassment
against artist Subodh Gupta,
“would risk violating the right to
privacy”, and adversely impact
“potential victims of sexual
harassment who share their ex-
periences” through the account.
“Indeed, nations throughout
the world have recognized that
the right to communicate
anonymously is anintegral facet
of a person’s fundamental
rights,” Facebook said in its
application filed with the High
Court registry on November 13.
“Such a direction”, it said,
“would chill lawful speech and
expression, dissuading not only
sexual harassment victims from
sharing their experiences in the
future, but also whistleblowers
from reporting such unlawful
acts”.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Drones and an MLA’s expertise in 10- day quest to capture ‘killer’ elephant

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 16

IT WAS around 4 pm on
November 1. A group of forest
officials and wildlife experts
were huddled around a screen,
looking intently at feed from a
camera mounted on a drone
hovering above the Satabari re-
serve forestin Assam’s Goalpara
district. The camera was search-
ing for alone rogue elephant that
had killed five people in the area
three days previously.

A speck of grey appeared

amid the lush green of the forest.
And Sunny Deo Singh, divisional
forest officer of Cachar forest
division who was operating the
drone, zoomed inonit.

“As the drone dropped to a
height of 30 metres from the
ground, the grey spot turned out
to be the elephant — a 9-foot,
8-inch-tall male weighing
around 4 tonnes that had gone
on the rampage in the area,”
Akash Deep Baruah, chief con-
servator of forests, Lower Assam
Zone, told The Sunday Express.

“By corroborating the ac-
counts by eyewitnesses and our

@papar n.ﬁa.-' S5, Com

field staff, and mapping the
location of the elephant, it was
found close to where it had killed
the fifth person — we confirmed
that this was indeed the
elephant in question.”

Baruah had arrived in the
area on October 30 to head an
eight-member team of forest of-
ficials, elephant experts, and vet-
erinarians that was put together
to track down the elephant. Two
days of search operations on the
ground using domesticated and
trained elephants that are locally
known as kumkis, had not pro-
duced results.

Forest officials operating the
drone, (right) what camera
caught. Assam Forest Department

Time was running out — the
elephant needed to be tracked
quickly to avoid potential further
damage to life and property.

Villagersin the area were panick-
ing — the memory of another
lone elephant that had killed
scores of people and caused sig-

nificant damage to crops in the
area last year fresh in their minds.
That earlier elephant, called
“Laden” by terror-struck local

New Delhi

people, had died of natural causes
last year, forest officials said.

On October 29 evening, Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
had held a meeting with the
deputy commissioner and su-
perintendent of police of
Goalpara, and directed the Forest
Department to rush a special
team to “capture the rogue ele-
phant if required”.

However, to capture the ele-
phant, it needed to be first iden-
tified and tracked. This was diffi-
cult — the elephant tended to
remain deep inside the forest
during the day, and come out to

open patches only after dark.

“It was the first time in the
state that drones were used in
such a situation. After having
identified and tracked the ele-
phant, the next step was to tran-
quilise and translocate it,”
Parimal Suklabaidya, the state
environment and forest minis-
ter, told The Sunday Express.

So, later on November 4, atan
urgent meeting chaired by
Suklabaidya and attended by top
government officials and mem-
bers of the committee headed by
Baruah, a decision was taken to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Dalit labourer
who was beaten

up, ‘forced to
drink urine’ dies
poured on his injuries. When he
asked for water, he was forced to
drink urine,” alleged Jagmale’s
nephew, Gurdeep Thandiwal.

After being beaten up, Jagmale
was reportedly left ona street near
his house. He remained at his
house for three days. On
November 10, as his condition de-
teriorated, he was taken to a
nearby hospital. “Police came to
know about the incident on
November 10, when Jagmale was
taken to hospital,” said SSP Garg.

Jagmale gave his statement to
the police on November 13,and a
case was filed.

Jagmale, meanwhile, was first
shifted to Rajindra Medical

College, Patiala, and later to
PGIMER, Chandigarh, where his
legs were amputated on Friday.
“The victim came to PGI on
November 13.The doctorsampu-
tated both hislegs as the infection
had spread... Subsequently, his vi-
tal organs also got infected,” said
an official at PGIMER.

“A couple of years ago, Rinku
had beaten me up as well... Both
my arms were broken... | am still
not able to work properly,” said
Jagmale’s brother, Gurtej Singh.

“Police are taking action
against the culprits. The
Department of Welfare of SCsand
BCs gives Rs 8.25 lakh as compen-
sation in such cases,” said DC
Ghanshyam Thori.

The Zamin Prapati Sangrash
Committee, an organisation
which fights for the rights of Dalits,
has demanded Rs 25 lakh as com-
pensation to Jagmale’s family and
a government job for his wife.

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SIGNIFICANCE OF WHOLESALE AND RETAIL INFLATION RATES DIVERGING

The WPIinflation for October has touched a 40-month low. But retail inflation in the country for the same month
— datareleased on Wednesday — has touched a 16-month high. This essentially means that while prices are
falling or growing at a marginal rate at the wholesale level, the trend reverses at the retail consumer level.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

TRIPUAA'S JUICY ORANG 351

“Atrocities against Dalits are con-
tinuing, as the upper caste people
are not punished... We will block
the Jakhal-Sangrur highway on
Sunday if the government is not
ready to give in to our demands,”
Mukesh Malaud, president of the
organisation, said.

“We are shocked to hear about
the incident... we recommend fi-
nancial help to the family,”
Tejinder Kaur, chairperson of the
Punjab SC/ST Commission said.

As Sabarimala
temple opens,
Kerala police
stop 10 women

With the government chang-
ing its stand, the base stations of
Erumeli, Nilakkal and Pamba re-
mained calm on Saturday.

However, the Sabarimala

TRIPURA'S 'JAMPUI
KAMOLAS'

Are they a thing of
the past?

Action Council and various Hindu
organisations have still deployed
squads to check the entry of
young women. “At present, we
have deployed 300 people at the
base stations, trekking route and
the temple itself. The numbers
willincrease in the coming days,”
said a leader of the council.
Meanwhile, CPM state secre-
tary and politburo member
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan sought to
justify the government’s rethink
on theissue. “A government has
to act as per the prevailing rules
and court verdicts. When there
was a verdict on women’s entry,
the government discharged its
constitutional obligation by im-
plementing the court order.
Now, the government wants to
implement the latest order also.
However, there is a lot of confu-
sion regarding the latest order
and the government wants to get
a clear picture before going
ahead withit,” he saidina
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Facebook post.

“The change in the gov-
ernment’s stand is a setback
for the renaissance move-
ment and progressive face
of the government. Last
year’s order on entry of
women has not been stayed
by the court,” said Punnala
Sreekumar, general secre-
tary of the Renaissance
Protection Committee, set
up by the state government
last year in the wake of the
apex court’s order.

While scores of young
women, including activists,
attempted to visit the tem-
ple last year, only two are
known to have officially en-
tered the shrine with police
protection.

On Thursday, the
Supreme Court concluded
thatits September 28, 2018
Jjudgment lifting age restric-
tions on the entry of
women may impinge on
the affairs of other religions
too and will require a more
detailed examination. In a
3-2decision, the apex court
decided that petitions seek-
ingreview of the verdict will
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be kept pending till a larger
bench of seven judges takes
acall on the matter.

Sena to skip
meeting of

NDA allies
today

Sena’s split from the NDA
was now only a formality.
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“Noone has an exclusive
claim over the NDA. The
Shiv Sena, along with the
Akali Dal, are the founding
members of the NDA.
People who are in charge
now were not even present
onthe scene when the NDA
was constituted. We have
been forced to drift away
from the NDA because of
the present political situa-
tion in Maharashtra. We
have moved apart toensure
that the honour of
Maharashtra is not af-
fected,” he said.

He also said the delay in
government formation was
because the Sena, Congress
and NCP wanted to ensure
thatits governmentlastsits
full term. “You will soon see
a Shiv Sainik in the CM'’s
post in Maharashtra,” he
said.

Meanwhile, state NCP
president Jayant Patil said
Pawar and Sonia were set to
meet in Delhi soon. “There
is no need for meetings to
be held in Maharashtra
now. We have decided on
the CMP and have for-
warded it to our party chiefs.
Our chief, Sharad Pawar, and
Sonia Gandhi will be meet-
ing in Delhi in the coming
days, and a decision will be
taken by them on the way
forward,” he said.

FULL COVERAGE

While there were reports that
Pawar and Sonia would meet on
Sunday, a senior Congress leader
in Delhi said the meeting had
been postponed. The NCPleader-
ship is set to meet in Pune on
Sunday. “The meeting has not
been cancelled. It has been post-
poned. They will meet soon,” the
Congress leader said.

Patil, however, declined to set
atime frame on whenafinal deci-
sion would be taken. “If we hurry
now, it may create problemsin the
long run. We are trying to discuss
governance issues that we may
face while running the govern-
ment. There are various aspects,
like local body elections and other
issues, which need to be sorted
out as three different parties are
coming together. We are taking
time to ensure that we areinapo-
sition to provide a stable govern-
ment,” he said.

With the Congress-NCP hav-
ing diametrically opposite views
on several issues as compared to
the Sena, the two parties put the
CMP as a pre-condition for join-
ing hands with the Sena.

The three parties held their
first joint meeting to evolve a CMP
on Thursday. As reported by The
Indian Express, the Congress and
NCP have reportedly obtained an
assurance from the Sena that it
was not opposed in principle to 5
per cent reservation for Muslims
ineducation. The scheme was ini-
tiated by the Congress-NCP dur-
ing its previous government but
was notimplemented by the BJP-
Sena regime that came later.

Some of the key poll promises
made by the two sides in their re-
spective manifestos — blanket
farmloan waiver, Rs 10-meal out-
lets, monthly allowance for un-
employed youth, and a job quota
for locals in new industries — are
also likely to be part of the CMP.

The pre-poll alliance between
the BJP and the Sena had secured
an absolute majority in the
Assembly polls, but their post-
election power tussle saw the
state slipinto President’s Rule this
week.

—WITHENS,NEW DELHI

Outing details of
account will
violate privacy:
FB tells HC

After Gupta moved the High
Court against the alleged defama-
tory content on the Internet and
sought their removal, the High
Court, in separate orders passed
onSeptember 18 and 30, directed
Facebook, which owns Instagram,
to furnish in a sealed envelope
particulars of the individual be-
hind ‘@herdsceneand'’.

Seeking modification of the
High Court’s orders, Facebook has
argued that providing this infor-
mation would violate the funda-
mental right to privacy of the indi-
vidual holding the account —
which includes the right to com-
municate anonymously on the
Internet, particularly on matters
of “public importance” such as
disclosing sexual harassment.

Facebook has said that the di-
rection is based on the assump-
tion that the alleged defamatory
content was being disseminated
with an intent to cause mischief.

“Facebook respectfully sub-
mits that it is not appropriate to
prejudge the Contested Content
(defamatory content)as mischie-
vous at this stage in the proceed-
ings, particularly since the
Contested Content concerns mat-
ters of great public importance,
i.e., disclosing acts of sexual ha-
rassment.

“Indeed, based on the biogra-
phy of Defendant No.l’s
(Herdsceneand) account, the ac-
count appears to be aimed at pro-
viding an avenue for victims of
sexual harassment to share their
experiences, and Defendant No.1
has deliberately chose to anony-
mous,” Facebook has said initsap-
plication.

The application also refers to

SABARIMALATEMPLE
OPENS

10 women sent back by
police

the Supreme Court’s 2017 verdict
delaring the right to privacy is a
fundamental right under Articles
14,19, and 21 of the Constitution.

Facebook has said thatitis not
the author or publisher of any
third-party content, including the
alleged defamatory content
against Gupta.

“However, recognizing theim-
portance of increasing awareness
about the abuse that countless
persons face, Facebook has at-
tempted to ensure that the
Instagram Service is a safe space
for users who wish to share their
experiences, particularly if they
are victims of sexual harassment
orabuse.

“Users can thus exercise their
right to freedom of speech and ex-
pression on the Instagram Service
to share their experiences, includ-
ing, as here, on matters of great
importance,” the application says.

Earlier on October 14, Google
Inc. had moved the Delhi High
Court asking it to vacate an order
directing it to take down anony-
mous posts containing sexual ha-
rassment accusations against
Gupta that had emerged during
last year’s #MeToo movement.
Doing so would have a “chilling
effect on freedom of speech and
expression and be against public
interest”, Google had told the
court.

The High Court had restrained
‘@herdsceneand’ from posting on
its account any content pertain-
ing to Gupta, and had directed
‘@herdsceneand’, Instagram LLC,
Facebook Inc, Facebook Ireland
Limited, Google Inc and Google
India Pvt Ltd to “forthwith” take
down the alleged defamatory
posts/ articles/all content pertain-
ing to Gupta, and block some 18
URLs.

The High Court is sheduled to
hear the matter on Monday.

Drones and an
MILA'’s expertise
in 10-day quest to
capture ‘killer’
elephant

move the elephant “to a suitable
location in order to prevent fur-
ther occurrence of loss of human
lives”. Baruah began arrange-
ments — ropes, trucks and a crane
were commissioned.

Meanwhile, Padma Hazarika,
the BJP legislator from Sootea, of-
fered to help with the operation.
Hazarika’s family has long had
several elephants,and the MLA s
popular in Assam for his knowl-
edge and experience in catching
rogue elephants.

“I told the CM that if given a
chance,Iwould goandjoin the ef-
forts at Goalpara. The CM agreed,
and [ went ahead. Use of a drone
(totrackthe elephant)is one thing,
but you have to ultimately go in-
side the jungle and tranquilise it,”
Hazarika said.

Hazarika, however, wanted
one of his own elephants and its
mahout to enter the forest — and
it was only on November 9, after
this elephant had completed the
400-km journey from Sootea to
Goalpara by truck, that Hazarika
was ready.

Under his supervision, his ele-
phant and its mahout, and three
kumkis of the Forest Department,
began the search for the rogue ele-
phant. When they found it, the
rogue charged at the party, giving
Hazarika anidea of its coordinates
and behaviour. “On Sunday
(November 10), there was a final
meeting, and on Monday
(November 11) we went into the
jungle to tranquilise the elephant,”
Hazarika said.

Asked why the elephant had
killed five people in one day, but
had not shown similar tendencies
thereafter, Baruah said that in all
probability the elephant was frus-
trated at not being able to get a
mate due to the presence of other
powerful males in his herd.

“As a loner, it kept moving
around the herd. During one such
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In the latest episode of the Sandip Roy
Show podcast, Bharati Chaturvedi talks
about the myriad ways in which plastic
affects our lives and how we can

realistically fight it.

movement, probably it came into
human contact, and ended up
causing their deaths. You have to
note that it did not trample any-
one, as so-called ‘killer’ elephants
usually do,” Baruah said.

A combination of ketamine
and xylazine was used to immo-
bilise the elephant, Baruah said.
“Through the kumkis, it was tried
tonudge the drowsy elephant to-
wards a clear patch — but it fell
and remained knocked out
through the night. It could be
loaded onto a truck for transloca-
tion only the following morning
(November 12),” he said.

In a statement on November
11,Sonowal praised Hazarika as “a
true public representative” who
had offered his help “to provide
succour to the people who were
living under constant fear of at-
tack by the wild tusker”.
Suklabaidya thanked “everyone
involved in the long process”.

The story though, is not over
yet.
Baruah told The Sunday
Express that the elephant had
been taken to the Orang National
Park, but had been kept captive.
Efforts would be made to tame it,
he said. Suklabaidya said he had
been told that once an elephant
left its herd, it was seldom taken
back or accepted in a new herd.

Baruah, however, said it is of-
tendifficult to tame an adult wild
elephant. “There are some train-
ers in South India who are adept
at training grown-up elephants.
We are in talks with them,” he
said.

Elephant expert Kaushik
Barua, who was part of the com-
mittee formed to track the ele-
phant, said the capture had solved
only the problem at hand. “If the
administration does not proac-
tively address the larger issues,
such problems will keep recur-
ring. A first step can be a basic
awareness programme based on
solutions to current-day prob-
lems, and not some outdated con-
cepts. Take protection and guard,
but you have to learn to live with
the elephant,” Barua said.

Hazarika has named the ele-
phant ‘Krishna’, a departure from
the practice of naming any wild
elephant that killed people
“Laden”. He told this newspaper
on Thursday evening that he had
gone to Orang National Park to
check on Krishna. “He is doing
very well. I am sure he will be
tamed, and will become an asset
for the Department. We have to
be friends with elephants and not
treat them like enemies; only then
can man-elephant conflict end,”
Hazarika said.

(Ganga pollution:
Govt plans 5-yr
jail, Rs 50 cr fine

imprisonment of up to two years
and/ or fine of up to Rs 10 lakh.

Spoiling or defacing the ghats
of the Ganga or its tributaries will
be punished with imprisonment
of up to one year and/ or fine up
to Rs 10,000 or cost incurred for
restoration (whichever is
higher).

According to sources, the pro-
posed Act also has a provision for
setting up a Ganga Protection
Corps, which will have the power
to arrest any person found violat-
ing the provisions of the Act and
produce the person before the lo-
cal police station.

“The central government will
constitute an armed force called
the Ganga Protection Corps. The
Ganga Protection Corps is to be
provided by the Ministry of Home
Affairs,” said sources.

Theaimof the Billis to prevent
and control pollution of the Ganga
and ensure continuous flow of
water soas torejuvenate the river
to its natural and pristine condi-
tion.

The proposed Bill also pro-
vides for constitution of a National
Ganga Council, under the chair-
manship of the Prime Minister,
which will include the chief min-
isters of Uttarakhand, Uttar

Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal along with central
ministers.

Adityanath
SUMMmons
minister after she
‘threatens’ police
officer

patanahi hai ke upar se aadesh hai
ke koi FIR abhi likha nahi jayega?
(Have you registered any FIR
against Ansal? Why did you reg-
isterit? Don’tyou know that there
isanorder fromabove thatno FIR
will be registered at this point?)”
the minister purportedly says in
the audio recording,

After the DSP responds that
the FIRwasregistered after anin-
vestigation, Swati Singh allegedly
responds, “Kaun si jaanch ho gayi
bhai? Itna high-profile case hai.
Pura jaanch chal raha hai. CM sa-
hab tak ke sangyan me ye cheezen
hain. Aap kaun sijaanch kar rahin
hain char din aaye hue hua aapko
(What investigation took place?
This is such a high-profile case.
There is investigation going on
and even the chief minister
knows about all this. What inves-
tigation did you do, someone
who has come here only four
days ago?)”

The chief minister’s media
advisor Mrityunjay Kumar said:
“Today, the minister was asked
by the chief minister to come
and meet him. Chief Minister
talked on the matter of the viral
audio and showed his anger on
the issue. The meeting started
around 10.30 am and went on
for around 15 minutes. It can be
said that the minister was exclu-
sively inquired over this partic-
ular matter though there was no
one else present in the room.
Meanwhile, CM has also asked
the state DGP to submit a de-
tailed report on the matter
within 24 hours.”

Government sources have
said that Adityanath was not
happy over his name being men-
tioned by the minister, and that
the matter has adversely affected
his government’s reputation. They
said that during their meeting,
Adityanath told Swati Singh that
she was in public life, and there-
fore, needed to be aware of what
and where she is speaking.

An Ansal spokesperson in
Delhi said: “We are not aware of
the matter and in any case since
we are not involved in this, we
can’t say anything.”

The Sunday Express attempted
to contact Swati Singh and DSP
Singh, but neither responded to
phone calls.

After the audio recording
emerged on social media,
Opposition parties attacked the
Adityanath government.

“An Uttar Pradesh minister is
threatening CO Cantonment in
defending the corrupt Ansal
builders. The minister is saying
that the matter is in the knowl-
edge of the CM and that there is
an order from above against any
FIR registered on this. Look at the
influence of the corrupt in the BJP
regime — that a minister is
threatening the protectors of
law,” UP PCC chief Ajay Kumar
Lallu said in a statement. He also
said that if Swati Singh is not re-
moved from the state cabinet, the
state Congress committee would
begin a protest against her.

Meanwhile, the official
Twitter account of the Samajwadi
Party posted in Hindji, “..Is this the
zero tolerance for corruption
which the chief minister is not
tired of speaking about? Shame!”

In September, Ansal API vice
chairman Pranav Ansal was ar-
rested by Lucknow Police in Delhi
following allegations of fraud and
diversion of money. In a state-
ment, police said chairman Sushil
Ansal and Pranav Ansal, along
with their associates, were cheat-
ing customers and used to misbe-
have and threaten them at their
office.
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Man Kkills self,
abetment case
filed against
ex-girlfriend,
two others

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

DAYS AFTER a 30-year-old man
allegedly committed suicide,
police have filed an FIR of abet-
ment of suicide against his ex-
girlfriend and her two friends.
No arrest has been made so far,
an officer said.

Police said the man,
Harpreet Singh, allegedly com-
mitted suicide on November 12.

Police said they found a
video in Singh’s phone, along
with a letter, wherein he al-
legedly blamed his ex-girlfriend
and her two friends for prompt-
ing him to take the extreme
step.

Additional DCP (Outer)
Rajender Singh Sagar said, “In
the letter, Singh claimed that his
former partner refused to re-
turn the money he had lent her.
He also claimed that he was be-
ing threatened with false FIRs
by the former partner and her
friends. We are investigating the
matter. No arrests have been
made so far.”

Singh’s brother Jaspreet (25)
said that the two met one-and-
a-half years ago and broke up
three months ago.

“She started avoiding him
and would keep blocking his
number. Our family visited her
family a day before Diwali to talk
about marriage but she re-
fused,” he claimed.

In the letter and the video,
Singh alleged that the woman
threatened to file a false rape
case against him. Police said that
the allegation is under investi-
gation.

In the purported suicide let-
ter, addressed to his family,
Singh wrote, “I tried to forget the
pain and betrayal but couldn't...
please update the news of my
death on Facebook.”
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ACCUSED WERE HIS AIDES, ON THE RUN: POLICE

Out on bail, gangster Ashok Rathi
shot dead by 3 meninside home

SOMYA LAKHANI
GURGAON,NOVEMBER 16

GANGSTER ASHOK Rathi (44),
who had multiple cases of mur-
der, extortion and dacoity
against him, was shot dead in-
side his house in Sohna’s Alipur
village Saturday morning.
According to Gurgaon Police PRO
Subhash Boken, Rathi was cur-
rently out on bail.

“He was shot dead by three
men who were known to him,
around 8 am Saturday. The ac-
cused have been identified and
are absconding,” said Boken.

ACP (Crime) Preetpal
Sangwan said the three accused
— Narendra, Rohit Dagar and
Salim — were Rathi’s aides. “The
three were a part of Rathi’s gang
and worked closely with him.
Narendra and Dagar are from the
same village as Rathi, while
Salim hails from a neighbouring

i i~ A

Ashok Rathi had multiple cases of murder and extortion
against him and was out on bail. Archive

village. They met daily, including
on Saturday,” he said.

Rathi’s brother Mahesh (41)
said, “Ashok’s three friends came
home to meet him in the morn-
ing. The four of them were talk-
ing for 10-15 minutes and then
the three took out their weapons

and shot Ashok. It happened in
front of me.”

As per the FIR, filed at
Bhondsi police station, Salim
shot Rathi in the chest, Narendra
shot him in the ear and hand,
and Dagar shot him in the waist.
The FIR, filed based on Mahesh’s

complaint, read: “Ashok fell on
the floor while the three ran
away. We rushed Ashok to a pri-
vate hospital and later to
Medanta Hospital.” Police said
that Rathi died at Medanta hos-
pital around 3 pm during treat-
ment, and was unable to record
a statement.

Rathi’s brother Mahesh lev-
elled allegations against gang-
ster Leelu Dagar in the FIR, and
alleged that the murder was
planned. “We are yet to ascertain
the reason behind the murder.
Leelu Dagar’s name has cropped
up and it’s being investigated,
among other angles,” said
Sangwan.

In 1999, Rathi, who was then
23, entered the world of crime
with three FIRs registered
against him. By 2001, he had es-
tablished himself as a known
criminal in the area.

In 2014, Rathi was convicted
of killing his mother-in-law and
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brother-in-law, allegedly over
property. Two years later, he
killed his wife Sushma while she
was returning home after drop-
ping off their daughter to the
school bus stop. Police said that
Rathi was convinced that she
was having an affair, and that in
2015 she had filed at FIR at
Bhondsi police station alleging
Rathi had called her from prison
and threatened to kill her.
Sangwan said that Rathi had!
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been out on bail since July this
year.

“We have formed five teams
tolook for the three accused, and
are looking for CCTV footage
from the area,” said police.

Sangwan said there were 46
cases against Rathi, of which at
least 30 were still being investi-
gated or were at the trial stage.
He had been convicted in four
cases, including the murder of
his mother-in-law and brother-
in-law.

New BJP poll slogan for city: Ek vote, teen sarkar

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

DELHI BJP chief Manoj Tiwari
said the party will head into the
Delhi Assembly polls with the
slogan ‘ek vote, teen sarkar’ — to
convey to people that if they vote
for BJP in Delhi, it will help
strengthen the municipal corpo-
rations and the Centre.

“This will also ensure the
buck is not passed; if work is
done smoothly, we will get the
credit,and ifitisn’t done, people
will know exactly who to
blame,” he said.

“For the people of Delhi, this

election is not just about choos-
ing a BJP government in Delhi,
but to also ensure that the
Centre’s welfare schemes like
Ayushman Bharat and Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, which are
being halted by the Delhi gov-
ernment, finally get imple-
mented.

“Several people come to my
office to get registered under
PMAY.I have begun noting down
theirnames so that we get those
eligible enrolled in the scheme
as soon as we form the govern-
ment in Delhi,” he said.

Tiwari also said a BJP govern-
ment in Delhi will mean the
three MCDs, currently ruled by

At a protest by Delhi BJP near the AAP office. Praveen Khanna

the BJP, get the money “that is
due to them”.
Senior leaders, as well as

booth- and mandal-level work-
ers are expected to take this
message to people in the days

ahead.

The other major poll plank
will be the regularisation of
unauthorised colonies, in the
wake of the Centre’s announce-
ment in this regard.

The Delhi BJP Saturday also
protested near the Aam Aadmi
Party office against “baseless al-
legations” levelled by the party
against the Modi government
over the Rafale deal.

Led by Tiwari, party workers
demanded an apology from
AAP for “trying to malign” the
PM’simage. On Friday, the party
had protested near the
Congress headquarters over the
same issue.

DDA kicks off process
to upload maps of
unauthorised colonies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

THE DELHI Development
Authority (DDA) has kicked off
the process of uploading maps
of unauthorised colonies on its
website. As part of the first
phase, maps of 20 such colonies
were uploaded Saturday.

To map the boundaries of
1,728 unauthorised colonies in
the capital, which received the
Centre’s approval for regulari-
sation last month, the DDA has
sourced satellite images from
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).

The key responsibility of im-
plementing the Centre’s deci-
sion lies with the DDA, the city’s
land-owning agency, which has
setitself an ambitious deadline
of three months to execute the
project.

A senior official said that
maps of colonies such as Vasu
Vihar and Phool Bagh have been

uploaded, and around 500 such
maps have been prepared.

Officials at the DDA, Survey
of India and Department of
Revenue of the Government of
India have delineated the
boundaries of more than 500
unauthorised colonies, a senior
official said.

The resident welfare associ-
ations (RWAs) have been re-
quested to give their sugges-
tions and comments on the
delineated boundaries within
15 days of uploading them, the
official added.

He said that the RWAs can
also point out any discrepancy
which can be rectified, along
with reasons and supporting
documents on the DDA portal,
which will be launched soon.

At a press conference
Thursday, Delhi BJP chief Manoj
Tiwari had said registration of
properties in the 1,731 unautho-
rised colonies in the capital will
begin in the last week of
November.
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Transfer case to another
court, says mother of

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

THE MOTHER of the December
16,2012 gangrape-murder victim
has moved an application before
a Delhi court seeking transfer of
her daughter’s case fromavacant
fast track court to a competent
court, so that the sentence
awarded to four convicts can be
carried out promptly.

The application was moved
by her counsel, Jitender Kumar
Jhaand Seema Kushwaha, before
District and Sessions Judge
Yashwant Kumar.

The victim’s mother, in her ap-
plication, highlighted that the
Supreme Court had dismissed
the pleas of three convicts seek-
ing review of its 2017 judgment
upholding capital punishment
given to them by the Delhi High
Court and the trial court. She fur-
ther stated that she had “deep be-
lief in the judicial system and
thought that after the dismissal
of the review petition by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court, the sen-
tence awarded by the convicts

will be executed; but despite con-
tinous follow-ups by petitioners,
the state machineries kept sleep-
ing as if they are totally unaware
of further proceedings".

“Fast track court of Additional
Sessions Judge PK Jain has been
vacant and she has waited for a
successor judge to occupy the
Chair... convicts have not pre-
ferred any remedy available in
law and the sessions court is au-
thorised toissue appropriate war-
rants so that the sentence
awarded to the convicts may be
carried out as early as possible, so
that the society shall get the ap-
propriate message,” her applica-
tion states.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
she said: “Two months have
passed (since the previous judge
vacated the court) and no new
judge has come. [ want this case
to move forward.”

Advocate Jitender Kumar Jha
said, “The court has asked central
jail authorities to file a reply on
November 19. The next date of
hearing will be November 25.”

Tihar Jail authorities had on
October 29 informed the four

convicts on death row that they
had “exhausted” all legal reme-
dies, “except the provision of fil-
ing of mercy petition” before the
President of India. And if they do
not file a mercy petition within
seven days, the “jail administra-
tion will initiate further necessary
legal proceedings as per law”.

The notice to the four convicts
— Mukesh (31), Pawan Gupta
(24), Vinay Sharma (25) and
Akshay Kumar Singh (33) — was
signed by the Superintendent,
Central Jail No. 2, Tihar Jail.

Advocate A P Singh, counsel
for Pawan, Vinay and Akshay, told
The Sunday Express that he has
filed his reply to the notice. “I have
informed the jail authorities that
arobbery case against the four
convicts is pending before the
Delhi High Court. There is a mat-
ter pending before the High Court
on theissue of Pawan Gupta’s ju-
venility. Akshay Kumar Singh’s
curative petitionisalso to be filed
before the Supreme Court.”

Advocate M L Sharma, coun-
sel for convict Mukesh, said, “T'will
file a petition before the Supreme
Court very soon.”

Statue defacement: Police register FIR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

“AROUND 10 students” have
been named in an FIR registered
by the Delhi Police, after
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Saturday filed a complaint at
Vasant Kunj North police station
against the “vandalism” and “de-
facement” of the Vivekananda
statue on campus.

“The FIR has been registered
under Section 3 of the Delhi
Prevention of Defacement of
Property Act,” an officer said.

The statue is yet to be
unveiled. Amit Mehra

The complaint filed by
Buddha Singh, chairperson of
Swami Vivekananda statue in-
stallation committee and addi-

tional dean of students, states:
“Itis requested to register a com-
plaint... and take strict punitive
action against the miscreants.”
“On November 14, at 6:30
am, | received information that
the statue has been vandalised
by some students. I reached and
saw the base of the statue has
been vandalised with objection-
able messages and the cloth cov-
ering it has been partially torn
off..These messages are directed
towards a political party and a
group of people donning saffron
coloured clothes. They are ob-
scene in nature,” he wrote.
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55 FAMILIES MOVE TO EWS HOUSING COMPLEX IN DWARKA

Slum families in Delhi find new
December 16 rape victim  home — with power and water

55 families have been shifted from a slum to an EWS housing complex. Gajendra Yadav

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

UNTIL MID-SEPTEMBER, Ram
Kripal Yadav counted ministers,
government officials, and judges
among his neighbours in New
Delhi’s Sunehri Bagh. India Gate,
a 10-minute-walk away, was
more of a colony park for him.

Two months ago, Yadav, along
with 55 other families, were
moved to Dwarka, a subcity on
Delhi’s southwestern fringe,
some 30 km away from the high-
security VIP zone. But they are not
complaining.

“Yahaan bijli kameterlag gaya
hai. Paani kamotor chaalu hai, aur
gas line lagaa diya gaya hai. Saaf
safai achchhi hai. Koi dikkat nahi
haiyahaan.(Electricity meter has
beeninstalled, there is a motor for
water, and piped gas. The sur-
roundings are clean. There are no
issues),” Yadav said.

The families of Yadav and the
others now live in the EWS hous-
ing complex built by the Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) under the Delhi
government’s Mukhya Mantri
Awas Yojana. Until September 16,
they were residents of JJ Basti
Dhobi Ghat, a slum comprising
rows of fragile brick walls covered
by tin sheets, standing around
open gutters. This patch of urban
squalor, home to 87 families, with
no steady supplies of water and
electricity, had stood in the mid-
dle of Lutyens’ Bungalow Zone for
over four decades, next towhatis
now the official residence of for-
mer union minister Rajyavardhan
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Singh Rathore.

The scheme under which the
families were relocated was no-
tified in December 2017. Its ben-
eficiaries told The Sunday Express
that despite having to travel
longer distances to work, they
were happy with their signifi-
cantly more dignified existence.

“The relocation has had a
transformative impact on our
lives. But the only problem s the
travel expenditure. Why do you
think we stayed in such condi-
tions in that slum for so many
years?,” Yadav, who works as a
labourer with a contractor at the
Air Force headquarters, said.

Yadav and his wife Mithiliesh
have a son, Rohit, who studies in
Class IX. Yadav said he spends
around Rs 30 per day commuting
to work and back. “Rohit goes to
an NDMC school in Aurangzeb
Lane, but he has a student pass.
Authorities had promised to as-
sistusin getting admissions inlo-
cal schools, but that can happen
only next year,” Yadav said.

The Delhi government’s pol-
icy emphasises onin-situ rehabil-
itation, and allows relocation
withinaradius of 5 km. However,
in “exceptional circumstances”, it
allows for relocation farther away
with prior approval of the DUSIB

Board. The Sunehri Bagh reloca-
tion was cleared by the DUSIB
Board on December 5, 2018.

Most of the Sunehri Bagh
families paid Rs 1.12 lakh to get
possession of the flats, along with
a five-year maintenance charge
of Rs 30,000. Those belonging to
the Scheduled Castes paid around
Rs 31,000 each.

On the day of the relocation,
The Sunday Express had found the
beneficiaries excited and anxious
in equal parts about the move.
Mithilesh had said she was happy
about moving, but was sad, too. “I
moved here after [ got married 15
years ago. My son and two
daughters were born here. You
may see filth here, but there are
memories,” she said.

Most of the families hail from
Bihar's Sitamarhi district,and are
employed as labourers, painters,
and carpenters by contractors
who work in government offices
and ministerial bungalows in the
Lutyens’ Bungalow Zone. A fewin
the younger generation have
managed to get jobs that are more
managerial in nature. Hemant
Kumar (22) is a personal aide to
Rajya Sabha MP (nominated)
Swapan Dasgupta, for example.

“lam happy that my family is
moving to a better place. But to-
dayIcan’t help butrecall the days
of my childhood. Bungalow num-
ber 12 came up only seven-eight
years ago. Earlier we used to play
there. Itna safe area kahaan mi-
lega? Saare VIPs ke beech,” Kumar
had said then.

Not all the families in the slum
have been able to move, though.
On the day of the relocation, those

who had been found ineligible
stood helpless as workers de-
ployed by DUSIB moved in with
demolition equipment. The fam-
ilies were given a couple of days
to vacate the area.

Among those left out was the
family of Kudus (38). The certifi-
cate issued by the DUSIB to him
said that the ration card he had
produced to establish his eligibil-
ity had been found “cancelled”.
Abdul Rageeur, whose 12-year-
old son M Dilwar Alam has a
physical handicap, was also
among those left out; so was
Dasharath Rai.

They all stood clutching
Aadhaar cardsand voter IDs. Some
had grievance letters carrying the
stamp of the offices of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who is
alsothelocal MLA, and New Delhi
MP Meenakshi Lekhi of the BJP.

According to a senior DUSIB
official, the beneficiaries of the
scheme have all cleared three
conditions each.

“Firstly, a person’s name has
to be there in the survey we car-
ried out in this slum in 2016.
Secondly, his or her name should
be there in the voter lists of the
years between 2012 and 2016.
Thirdly, they have to possess any
one of the 12 IDs mandated un-
der the scheme. Voter IDs and
Aadhaar cards, which were pro-
duced by most of those who were
found ineligible, are not a part of
that list,” the official said.

The new complex that luckier
families have moved tois a cluster
of 736 1-BHK EWS flats in
Dwarka’s Sector 16 B, which came
upin 2011 under the JNNURM.
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Letter No. 6874

o CORPORATION LIMITED

(A GOVT. OF ODISHA UNDERTAKING)

PANTHANIVAS (OLD BLOCK): LEWIS
RAOD: BHUBANESWAR-14
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

Y

Date: 15.11.2019

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
Office of the Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP,
Div. No.06, Challakee-577522, Chitradurga District
Phone No: 08195-250307 email ID:ubpee06@gmail.com

No:EE/VINL/UBP/Division No.6/Challakere/AE-2/Tender/

2019-20/551

Dated:14.11.2019
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Critical dates changed as follows:

This is regarding Tender Call Notice NO. BP -1/16/2019-20 dt. 06.11.2019 published
in "New Indian Express", "Indian Express" (All edition) and "Dhantri" on 08.11.19.
Bid documents such as DTCN/BOQ etc. can be seen / downloaded from the Govt.
WebSite i.e. www.tenderodisha.gov.in during the period dt. 19.11.2019 to 17.00
hours of dt. 03.12.2019.

Tender Notice No. PI(EP)/19-20/09 Phone No. 0172-2756469 . . . : . . .
Sealed Tenders are invited from the Manufacturers or their Sole Authorized Distributors/ Agents on the Prescribed Form for Purchase of var- .(r?r:]“ne t::ds slhz!ldbe rlﬁcbelved tll 1d7.001 ?%lgShOf dt'0332'§211% 2019 in the office of Bid Meeting was Scheduled on 18.11.2019. Due to technical COllege of Commerce,
ious items against Tender No. 1-45 The Manufacturers and their Authorized Dealers / Distributors can offer their minimum rates as per terms e technical bids will be opened at 11.30 hours of dt. 04.12. in the office o he Pre-Bid-M ; D Tend losi D d Kirori Mal College and
m rende : . : : reasons the Pre-Bi eeting Date, Tender closing Date an
& conditions contained in the Tender Form:- the Superintending Engineer, OTDC Ltd Bhubaneswar. . . . . . Indraprastha College —
St Equipment/ltem Name Quantity EMD Opening Deptt. Name All other terms & conditions remain unchanged. Technical Bid Openmg date will be mtlm.ated Ia.ter' : p : g
No. I l Date ' Sd/- RO.N0.636: DIPR/CTA/ Sd/- Executive Engineer, VINL, paI‘tICIpated'II.I the debat-
~ | Non Pre Bid Cases N | Superintending Engineer MCA/2019-20 UBP Division No. 6, Challakere. ing competition held at
T Radiorstopes S per Teonmical Specificaions | 3408007 | 16.12.2019 | Nudlear Medicne 37002/11/0018/1920 O.T.D.C. Ltd., BBSR India Habitat Centre. ENS
2. | Paediatric Rigid Bronchoscopy Set 0TNGS 60,0007 | ~go- Pacd.SUrgery
3. | Basic & General Spine Instruments T ~AS per technical specifications | 22,000/ I ~do- Ortho Odisha Skill Deve|opment Autho”ty (OSDA) I T . 't
illi | 1 = “do- l i . . . . <
#_|Fling Instruments _ | 200 Sets | L R ot | |£%%:  Niyojan Bhawan, Sriya Square, Unit-3, Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Lid. WO SISters
5. | Portable colour Doppler Ultrasound Unit 01 No’s 40,000/~ | -do- Gastroenterology r, . . . .
i R i s s - Bhubaneswar-751001 Odisha India An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi. held for
7| 'Stand Alone High Frequency Oscillator Ventilator 01T No's 60,0007 |. 17122019 | Paediatrics KK-81 Tel: +91674 2391320 ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006
8. 4 Balance System . 01 No's + 360007 6= Phy SOy | NOTICE INVITING TENDER robbenes
9. | Radioistopes and Pharmaceutical kits "As per Technical Specifications | 92,260/~ | -do- Nuclear Medicine | Website: www.empmissionodisha.gov.in The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC
10. | Surgical Instruments ""As per Technical Specifications | 40,000/~ -do- CTVS 1 . . B Ltd for the following work throuagh e procurement solution only. ;. :
rr-{ Cystourethroseope o 0T No'S 00007 |l o TSR email: osdpadbosda@gmail.com 1 NIT No. ’ 7 297201920 ’ Ifigvr\;lDl\il:é'h?;v%s;zteesrﬁ
12" Rapid Tnfuser System | 01 No's | So000- a5} Neurosugery ) Corrigendum / Extension of Last date for Submission of Tender Tender ID No. : 2019_DTIDC_183738_1 were arrested Saturda
13. | Surgical Instruments Sets 20 No’s | 20,000/ [ 18.12.2019 OHSC i ) ) ; Name of work - Construction of Admin Block, - y
14| Plating Set 02 NG'S 30,0007 | do- Ortho In reference to Odisha Skill Development Authority, Notice Guard room, boundary wall waiting for allegedly stealing
15. | CO2 Incubator 02 No's 28,000/~ |  -do- Biochemistry Inviting Tender Loan 3539-IND: Odisha Skill Development shed & other Misc work at Driving Rs 1 lakh in two separate
:3 mmro Vas-lc_;:lar Set As per Techr(w)::;l Specifications 22828; | -go- G::eralt:urgery Project (OSDP) dated 4th Oct 2019, it is notified that the Test Project of Transport incidents in South Delhi,
3 agneto Therapy | 0s | 5 - -do- ysiotherapy . . . _ 1 1 1
15 Too Fiaking Maohine SRS 500007 : 19722079 T Biochemisty last date for submission of the tender for Packages in B:ﬁ]?rtment Dwarka Sector-21 gcé)ll;rcl? riialc(li?;lt\?v(ezrse) aanrc_l
19~ Erdoscope Tor ATC OT 01Nos T0-0007- 30" NGUTGSTTgeTy National Competitive Bidding is extended upto 3:00 PM Estimated Cost e s s Damini (22) were ar-
20. [ SAST, IFE 40 1400 Tests | 20,0007 do-— | Tmmunopathology || | 3rd Dec 2019 and for International Competitive Bidding Earnest Money ' Rs. 4.79.774)- d f P ;
21. | PET Radiopharmaceuticals As per Technical Specifications | 3,00,000/- | ~do- Nuclear Medicine (ICB) UptO 3:00 pm 24th Dec 2019. Time Allowed 12(‘) [Sa :S SC&II]I:IE CCrv ootage o
22. | Radiation Protection Gears 01No’s 20,000/~ | -do- Gastroenterology Last date of ibt of Tend 28/11/2)(;1 9 the sites of the two rob-
23 [ Foot & AnKle Tnstruments As per Techmical specticaions | 22,0007 5o- Ot For information on corrigendum/addendum/changes in bid ast date of recelpt ot fencers - , , beries.
s e : . . . . The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
24. | Orthognathic Surgery Instruments 01No’s | 20,000/ 20.12.2019 OHSC d | foll b .
| ocument please visit ollowing website: . :
25, | Autoclave Machine 0TNG’s 120,000~ 1 do- Obst.&G i https./govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/
: andall = oynae www.empmissionodisha.gov.in or
26. | Gel Patient Supporting System As per Technical Specifications | 1,60,0007- | ~do- General Surgery —— = = = = . . Sd/- Woman from
2/7. | Integrated Non-Invasive Hemodynamic 03No's I 1,68,000/- -do- Heptology WWW.SkI"OdISha.gOV.In or WWW'OdISha'QOV'In Executive Engineer
(Hemosphere) for Liver ICU . . . DTIDC Ltd. ISBT N Z I d
28 Porteéble Colour Doppler Ultrasound Unit for APC X- | 01No’s i' 80,000/~ | -do- Radiodiagnosis | Chief Executive Officer Kashmere Gate - Delhil ew ea an
Ray Section (on buy back basis) Od . . y
: isha Skill Development Authority (OSDA f d d d
Pre Bid Cases . P y( ) DIP/Shabdarth/1008/19-20 ounddea
29. | Biplane DSA System with Portable Vascular 01No’s 130,00,000/- -do- Radiodiagnosis 14027/11/0007/1920 -
Ultrasound Unit N .
] | ew Delhi: A49-year-old
30. | MINI PACS 01No’s 28,00,000/- | -do- Radiodiagnosis woman fromy New
31. | 256 Slice CT Scanner on buy back basis including 01No’s 28,00,000/-| 23.12.2019 Radiodiagnosis
Anaesglessia Equ(i)pment and Repogtisng Workstation c OFFICE Og'or\l-llERSNul\lnaEEl\;-:-NgrENO[?lll\?gAENG|NEER Zealand, who had come
for APC Section(On TURNKEY BASIS) I 4 . .
32. | Portable Colour Doppler Ultrasound Unit for ATC X- 02No’s 171,60,000/- -do- Radiodiagnosis .. . toIndiato gEt marrlgd to
Ray Section(On buy back basis) | | O oo RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH her Australian bOYfI'lel'ld,
33. | High E”,d Color. Doppler UItrasour)d Unit(Qne for 02No’s | 4,00,000/- | -do- Radiodiagnosis E-Procurement Notice,_OnIine - PMGYS/RWSESNG - 04 of 2019-20 Ltr No. 7436/Dtd. 13.11.2019 was found dead ata ho_
Interventional Suite and one for Radiology Clinic) | 1 _ _ E-mail address- serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com . -
34. | Biplane,Flat Panel Cardiac Digital Fluroscopy-01 No. 01No's |2o,oo,000/-| -do- Cardiology 1o et th;‘g:cr';ages : 0010mrug'gzcir;céewsle?gﬁgzgf:ggfFF:autflTS::ed; under PMGSY Programme 'IEDEIhIIl C?gtfal dDel”I[ILS
on buyback basis of Existing Cath Lab. { ! o ) : aharganj Saturday. Ihe
1 3.  Estimated cost : Rs.439.29 Lakhs .
2: Electrocarticography with Icortlcal stlm.ulertor g;mo’s . 15(3)00(())(())(/)/ | - 12-28;9 Ne;r:l?lljogy | ;1 glearissdocf)fcggrtr:?)fetg:) ) ‘é\l’e?;sz ;;ﬁzzcr:i:/:'oﬁtlazs ViCtim, Tuialli POlly Anne’
3l RSSO an(.:l AL (.capaCIty.192bags) | oS JI e S | 6. Cost of tender paper : Rs.10,000/- per set (Non-refundable) only in shape of D.D. in favour of OSRRA payable at Bhubaneswar. was a patient of hyper—
37. | Vo2 Max Analyzer With Treadmill 01No’s 60,000/~ | -do- Physiotherapy 7.  EMD Required 2% of estimated cost of the package in form of Fixed Deposit receipt of a Scheduled Commercial Bank issued in favour of Executive Engineer of the concerned R.W. Division. . . .
W C-Arm Image Intensifier for main OT 01No’s : 50.000/- | “do- T Neurosurgery 8. APS . Additional Performance Security shall be obtained from the Bidder when the bid amount is less than estimated cost put to tender. In such an event, only the successful bidder who tenSIOH, pOllCG Sald-
- — - —n - o k 1 has quoted less bid price/rates than the estimated cost put to tender shall have to furnish the exact amount of differential cost i.e. estimated cost put to tender minus the quoted
39. | C-Arm Image Intensifier for Skill Lab 01No’s 80,000/- | -do- Neurosurgery amount as Additional Performance Security (APS) in shape of Term Deposit Receipt pledged in favour of Division Officer / Bank Guarantee in favour of the Divisional Officer from
40. | MRI Compatible Transport Ventilator 01No’s 60,000/ 1 ~do- Paediatrics any Nationalized / Scheduled Bank in India counter guaranteed by its local branch at Bhubaneswar within seven days of issue of Letter of Acceptance (LoA) by the Divisional Officer
- - - 4 “ (by e-mail) to the successful bidder otherwise the bid of the successful bidder shall be cancelled and the Earnest Money Deposit / Bid Security shall be forfeited. Further, proceeding M a n hEId for
41. | Arthroscopy Optical Instruments Set 03No’s 2,00,000/- | 31.12.2019 Ortho for blacklisting shall be initiated against the bidder".
42. | ICU Ventilators i 05NoO’s 1 4,00,000/- -do- CTVS 9. GST . Rate quoted by the Contractor shall be excluding GST. The GST as applicable for the work contract shall be payable to the contractor on each bill amount on production of tax d . I
s : 1 invoice.
43_- Nasal Endoscope 20No’s 60,000/ -do- ENT The prevailing rate of GST on the gross amount of bill will be deducted from the contractor bill as tax deduction at source (TDS) as per rule. u pl ng peop e
44. | Open care system for Neonates T 28No’s 1 2,24,000/- |' -do- Paediatrics l 1? (F;e:eiv(;ng F?f original documents ~ EMD, Paper Cost, original affidavit of authenticity) upto 5.00 P.M on dtd. 10.12.2019. NeW Delhl A4O ear Old
A 3 . ther details: " - -
i_ Storage Cabinet for Endoscopes _ e | B | AR L eI L Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. Availability of Tender On-line for bidding Last Date & Time of Seeking Technical Bid Opening Financial Bid Opening man was al‘l‘estse,d from
Tender List can also be downloaded from website: www.pgimer.edu.in and ltem wise Tender Form with specifications can be downloaded From T To Tender Clarification .
from website: www.eprocure.gov.in. Cost of Tender is Rs.200/- (Non-refundable) which can deposited in the shape of Demand Draft in | 1 > 3 2 5 T 5 T 7 West Delhi for allegedly
favour of Director, PGIMEB, Chandigarh. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) must be in the form of FDR /TDR valid for a period of one year ;S e AT TS TRSESNE TS NI RIS TS - BT - = cheatin eople on the
from any Scheduled Bank in the name of the Director, PGIMER, Chandigarh. EMD in any other form will not be accepted. Tender can be uperintending Engineer, “04°0 20.11.2019 2. 5.12. 2. lIbesintimated-separately: g peop
dropped in the Tender Box placed in the Procurement Branch (Import) manually by 02:30 PM. on or before the date mentioned against Rural Works Circle, qo19-20 11:00 AM 8:00 PM 3:00 PM 3:00AM retext of providin
- - : : Sundargarh p X p Vidl g
respective item. The Tenders shall be Opened on the same date at 03:00 P.M. in the presence of the Authorized Intending Tenders. Tenders |
not submitted on the prescribed form, not accompanied with valid Earnest Money and Tender Cost shall be summarily rejected straightway. . , ] them cars at rates
The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the Tenders received without assigning any reason thereof. “PRE-BID CON- Further details can be seen from the website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in cheaper than the market
FERENCE” WITH INTENDING BIDDERS FOR ITEM Sr. No. 29 to 45 shall be held on 29.11.2019 from 02:30 P.M. ONWARDS IN THE ) p . N
PI(EP), OFFICE, PGIMER, CHANDIGARH For more details contact: 0172-2756469 at Procurement Branch (Import). Sd/ price, pollce said
NOTE: If any of the Tender Opening Dates happens to be a holiday in PGIMER, Chandigarh, then the same shall be Opened on next full Superintending Engineer Saturd PTI
working day. Professor In-Charge (EP) 25133/11/0019/1920 Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh dturday.
epaper g o s <o EE B EE B EE B

Corrigendum-3 Tender Notification
:- 1. Tender Notitication No:462, Dated:15.
2. Corrigendum-1 No :518, Date:02.11.2019
3. Corrigendum-2 No :527, Date:06.11.2019
With reference to the subject & reference cited above, the pre-

At DU event,
women call
out sexism in
quizzing

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

“WHEN I joined the quzzing soci-
ety as a fresher, I felt very unwel-
come and ignored,” said Shanya
Sinha (19), a quizzer from Delhi
University’s Sri Venkateswara
College. “Senior quizzers would
approach and interact with only
male freshers,” she she.

Sinha was among the
quizzers from DU who called
out the “sexist and exclusion-
ary” behaviour experienced by
women in the capital’s quizzing
community, at an event called
‘Sexism and Harassment in the
Quizzing Circuit’ held at Ramjas
College Friday.

Excluding women entrants,
choosing men over women ir-
respective of the experience
and knowledge, and doubting
the credibility of women were
among the issues raised at the
event.

“Such exclusionary acts are
like warnings to aspiring fresh-
ers, who are discouraged from
entering the circuit,” said Sinha.

“Women are systematically
excluded from educational
spaces such as debating or
quizzing. As a result, they drop
out of such activities,” said
Ayushi Aishwarya (20), presi-
dent of the Ramjas College de-
bating society.

Kanika Yadav (21), former
president of the Miranda House
quizzing society, said, “Men
quizzers normally ignore
women, but in the absence of
women in teams, they take one
girlin.”

The Ramjas quizzing society
will introduce an equity policy
to address the issue, said Sarkar.

“It is all about making a
space pleasant for women so
that they are encouraged to en-
ter the quizzing circuit,” Yadav
added.

— BRIEFLY

Hindu college
wins debating
competition

New  Delhi:  Delhi
University’s Hindu
College won ‘The Clash of
the Titans Invitational
Debate’ for the third year
in a row Saturday. The
Old Students’ Association
of Hindu College organ-
ises the event ever year.
Alumni of six colleges of
DU — Hindu College,
Miranda House, Lady
Shri Ram College, SriRam
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FOUR-DAY SPELL OF SEVERE POLLUTION ENDS —FORNOW

A ‘very poor’ sigh of relief for capital
!

Javadekar takes
aim at Kejriwal
over Rafale, CM
says let’s focus on
clean air instead

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

RELIEF CAME in the form of
winds on Saturday, as the air
quality index value in Delhi fell
101 points — from 458 (severe)
on Friday to 357 (very poor).

The city had been reeling un-
der a four-day spell of severely
polluted air since Tuesday,
which forced schools to shut on
Thursday and Friday.

Officials at the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said the main reason be-
hind the improvement was a
change in wind direction and
speed.

“Windsin the range of 10 km
per hour were seen Saturday,
which helped flush out pollu-
tants. Also, the prevalent wind
direction means the effects of
crop residue burning are not be-
ing felt as strongly as before,”
said a senior IMD official.

On Monday, the AQI is ex-
pected to be in the ‘poor’ cate-
gory.

The relief, however, is short-
lived and air quality is expected
todip again starting Wednesday.
“Till Tuesday, wind direction is
expected to be favourable but a
switch to northwesterly winds
is expected again. Pollution will
startrising then,” an IMD official
said.

SAFAR officials said the con-
tribution of crop residue burn-
ing in Delhi’s pollution was 5%
Saturday, down from 10% Friday.
It is expected to drop to 2%
Sunday.

“Under the influence of
Western Disturbance, strong
boundary layer and surface
winds, accumulated pollutants
are being flushed out... high sur-
face winds are forecast to con-

Change in wind direction and speed caused an improvement in air quality Saturday.
However, it is expected to see a dip again on Wednesday, an IMD official said. Amit Mehra

tinue for the next two days,” an
official said.

According to sources in the
Delhi government, the odd-even
scheme, implemented in the city
from November 4-15, is not ex-
pected to make a quick return.

For the past week, air pollu-
tion has been at the centre of the
city’s politics, with Aam Aadmi
Party leaders Friday attacking
East Delhi MP Gautam Gambhir
for skipping a parliamentary
panel meeting to discuss Delhi’s
air crisis.

On Saturday, Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar, who is also BJP’s in-
charge for Assembly elections in
Delhi, tagged Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in a tweet, say-
ing those who supported the
slogan ‘Chowkidar Chor Hai’
should apologise after the
Supreme Court’s order on the
Rafale deal.

Kejriwal struck a non-com-
bative note in his response: “Sir,
this is not the time to indulge in
politics but to fight pollution to-
gether. All the governments
should work together to give
people relief from pollution.
Delhi government and Delhiites
are doing all they can. We need
your support, sir.”

Jal Board sets up pilot
plant to treat 4 gallons
of sewage water a day

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

A ‘DRAIN’ water harvesting
plant, capable of treating around
4 million gallons of sewage wa-
ter per day, has been con-
structed as a pilot project near
the Akshardham temple by
technicians associated with the
Delhi Jal Board (D]B).

The plant was set up in collab-
oration with water treatment
supplier Alcantarilla Limpiar
Equipo Private Ltd a month ago.
“Delhi Development Authority
(DDA)officials visited this plant...
DJB officials are enthused about
it. Ifimplemented across Delhi, it
can treat 700 million gallons of
water per day,” said Abhisek
Bhattacharya, a Delhi Legislative
fellow working with DJBand part
of the project.

As part of the process, the

Air improves,
some bans
lifted in city

New Delhi: The ban on the opera-
tion of coal-based units in the
NCR and industries in Delhi that
do not use piped natural gas
(PNG)waslifted asair quality im-
proved Saturday and is expected
to get better in the next two days.

At a review meeting of the
CPCB-led task force Saturday, it
was also decided that hot mix
plants and stone crushers would
remain closed in the NCR.

At the meeting, V K Soni of
the India Meteorological
Department said the favourable
weather would likely stay till
Monday, following which the
AQI might enter the higher end
of the ‘poor’ category or lower
end of the ‘very poor’ category.

The Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority had announced the ban
on such units in view of the ex-
treme pollution levels that trig-
gered a public healthemergency.

The task force had directed
industries to take adequate pol-
lution control measures and
comply with the prescribed en-
vironmental norms. PTI

drain water is made to go through
an electrocoagulation reactor,
which removes iron sludge from
the water. A chemical coagulant
is added to it, which makes the
solid pollutants settle at the bot-
tom. The cleaner water from the
surface is then skimmed and al-
lowed to sit in a tank where oxy-
gen supply is reduced to kill
harmful bacteria. The water is
then passed through activated
carbon and multi-grade filters.
Treating it with UV rays and re-
verse osmosis makes it fit for
ground-water recharge and
drinking purposes respectively.
“It takes Rs 45-50 to treat a
litre of water with this plant...the
process is cheaper by 50 per cent
than that done through conven-
tional treatment plants. The total
dissolved solids (TDS) in drain
water is more than 400... With
this process, we have brought it
downto 10..,” said Bhattacharya.

For a few hours, Delhi
is world’s most polluted

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

ON FRIDAY evening and
Saturday morning, Delhi
emerged as the most polluted
city inthe world, as per two sep-
arate private AQI monitoring re-
sources.

Air Visual AQI monitors and
Skymet both said Delhi was the
most polluted city in the world
Friday with an AQI of 527. On
Saturday morning, the AQI was
also close to 500.

AQI is based on the concen-
tration of pollutants in the air.
In Delhi, the primary pollutant
is usually Particulate Matter and
for the past week, it has been
PM 2.5. India’s national anti-
pollution agency, CPCB, also has
an AQI monitor of its own. This
however, calculates AQI only till
500.

While Saturday started out as
a severely polluted day, high
wind speed helped improve the

THEFORECAST

Pollution levels are set to

decrease further Sunday
but will rise again on
Monday
SATURDAY
PM 2.5 204 (ugm-3)
PM 10 325 (ugm-3)
SUNDAY
PM 2.5 160 (ugm-3)
PM 10 255 (ugm-3)
MONDAY
PM 2.5 224 (1gm-3)
PM 10 358 (ugm-3)

other cities such as Tashkent,
Lahore, Hangzhou (China) and
Chongging (China) overtaking
Delhi on the world’s polluted city
index.

During late evening, as tem-
peratures dipped, the AQI in-
creased and Delhi(198)reached
the third spot, behind Lahore

situation by the afternoon, with ~ (208) and Tashkent (262).

60% jump in farm
fires between 2002

and 2016:

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

BETWEEN 2002 and 2016, the
fire count in Punjab’s fields in-
creased by 60%, a study that has
drawn a link between rising
paddy productivity and stubble
burning in the state suggests.

According to the study,
‘Connecting Crop Productivity,
Residue Fires,and Air Quality over
Northern India’, published in the
journal Nature, rice productionin
Punjabincreased by 25% and veg-
etation index by 21% between
2002 and 2016.Cropresidueis es-
timated tobe 1.5 t0 2.25 times the
quantity of the crop.

The rise in fire counts led to
anincrease in aerosol loading by
nearly 43%, which are fine parti-
cles suspended in the air that
cause air quality to deteriorate
and aid formation of haze and
smog, over not just Delhi but the
Indo-Gangetic plain, the study
said. It also noted a 60% spike in
the concentration of ground-
level particulate matter of 2.5
micrometres over Delhi post-
monsoon.

Since the first week of
November, the combined impact
of achange in wind direction, dip
in temperature and crop residue
burning has plunged Delhi’s air
quality to the ‘severe’ and ‘very
poor’ categories. The Delhi gov-
ernment has blamed the practice
of crop residue burning, while
experts pointed out that Delhi’s
high basal pollution level is also
part of the problem.

“A robust relationship be-
tween vegetation index, which
is a proxy for crop productivity,
and post-harvest accumulated
fire activity, a precursor of poor
air quality, allows the prediction

Rice production in Punjab
rose by 25% from 2002 to
2016

of intensity of crop fire season
and the resulting degradation of
air quality inadvance,” the study
stated.

The study has been carried
out by researchers from US-
based institutes including
Universities Space Research
Association, NASA Goddard
Space Flight Centre, Columbia
University, Environmental
Defence Fund and Science
Systems and Applications.

As per sources in the Punjab
Pollution Control Board, a change
in the pattern of sowing paddy is
also why the effects of farm fires
are felt more now than before
2009. “In 2009, the Punjab
Preservation of Subsoil Water Act
was passed, which mandated
that paddy be sown only after
May 15 to save groundwater.
Sowing would earlier happen in
April. Now, stubble burning coin-
cides with the change in wind di-
rection to northwesterly, and the
smoke is carried towards Delhi,”
said an official who did not want
to be named.

The study also noted that be-
tween 7,000 and 16,000 prema-
ture deaths and 6 million asthma
attacks per year have been at-
tributed to the observed PM 2.5
levels in Delhi, which on an av-
erage ranges between 87 and
123.The standard is 60 pg/m3.

Children play on ‘old-fashioned’ swings at a park in Delhi.
The new parks will come up in four localities — Kalkaji, New
Friends Colony, Dwarka Sector 19 and Janakpuri. Archive

Four new parks to
focus only on kids,
entry fee Rs 20

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

SOUTH DELHI will soon get four
new parks, aimed at children
aged up to 12-14 years, com-
plete with tree decks, multi-
play equipment and innovative
swings, a senior official of the

South  Delhi  Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) said
Saturday.

Entry of parents will be al-
lowed only if they are accompa-
nying their children, he said.

The parks will be built in
Kalkaji, New Friends Colony,
Dwarka Sector 19 and
Janakpuri.

The park at Dwarka Sector
19 is half-complete and will
likely be inaugurated in a cou-
ple of months, while the other
parks will be completed in ten
months, he said.

These parks will be ticketed
and people will have to pay
around Rs 20 for entry. The park
at Kalkaji will be built atop the
multi-level underground park-
ing while the final spots for the
other parks are still being de-
cided, the official said.

The SDMC already has a
children’s park in Greater
Kailash Il named Nadan Van,
where Rs 20 is charged to keep

For adults, gazebos,
benches, walkways and
rubberised pathways
will be included

the loiterers away.

“These parks receive a big
footfall, so we have to keep a
nominal entry charge. We want
that our children not be con-
fined to their TVs, video games
and mobile phones,” he said.

For adults visiting the parks
with their children, features
such as benches, gazebos, walk-
ways, rubberised pathways for
exercise will also be included.

The lack of open spaces to
play has always been a major is-
sue in the capital.

Civic agencies received flak
from the Delhi High Court in
2014 for poor upkeep of play-
fields, and in 2015, the court
passed an order upholding the
right of children to play in parks.

Italso asked civic agencies to
make playgrounds in every
neighbourhood.

The court authorised the
Delhi Commission  for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) to intervene and sug-
gest measures to maintain
parks in the capital.
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Telephame ;| 05947-220051 Principal
Notification
_VACANCY TO BE FILLED BY DEPUTATION
BASIS

South Zone Cultural Centre
(Ministry of Culture, Government of India)
Dakshini, Medical College Road
Thanjavur - 613 004. Tamil Nadu
Invites application for the following posts:
1. Deputy Director (Programme)
2. Deputy Director (Admin & Accounts)
3. Assistant Director(Programme)
4. Administrative cum Accounts Officer
5. Stenographer Grade-|
Eligibility criteria & application form can be downloaded from
the website : szccindia.org Applications through proper
channel along with copies of last five years ACRs may be sent
to the Director at above address. Last date for receipt of
application is 30 days from date of publication.

Sd/-

Director

South Zone Cultural Centre,
Thanjavur

davp 09132/11/0004/1920
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All are Welcome

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
cordially invites yvou to a Public Lecture

“Kashmir: A Forgotten History”™

Dr. Shonaleeka Kaul

Centre for Histoncal Studies, School of Social Sciences
Jawaharlal Nehru Umiversity, New Delln

Monday, 18 November 2019 at 3.00pm
Venue: Seminar Room, Library Building
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Teen Murti House, New Delhi-110011

For More info, please visit: Website: http://nehrumemaonal.nic.in or
Cantact us on: cos2nmmli@gmail .com
For live webcast, please visit; www facebook comMehru MemoralLibray/;
wiww yautube comfuser/nehrumemariallibrary
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DELHI POLICE

EHAMTI SEWA KYRYS
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Trying To Save Minutes
Can Cost Precious Lives

Always In Hurry?

Follow us on: [ J https://www.facebook.com/diptraffic

@~ Avoid wrong side driving.
@ Red light jumping can cause serious accident.
@ Zig Zag driving is Dangerous for you and others.

- hitps:/twitler.com/dtpliraffic
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E-mall to CP, Delhl at: cp.amulyapainaikiidelhipolice.gov.in
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Cong to focus on slowdown, farm

At all-party meeting,
Speaker Birla calls for
smooth winter session

3-hr special joint session on Nov 26 to mark Constitution Day

PRADEEP KAUSHAL &
ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

THE THREE-HOUR joint special
session of Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha on November 26 for
Constitution Day will be ad-
dressed by President Ram Nath
Kovind, Vice President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Speaker Om
Birla informed Lok Sabha floor
leaders in a meeting on Saturday.

Modi did not speak during
the meeting and interacted in-
formally with the leaders over
tea.

Chairing the meeting, Birlais
learnt to have reminded the
floors leaders about their coop-
eration in sitting long hours for
conducting legislative and other
business in last session.

“lappealed to floor leaders of
all parties for their cooperation
in smooth functioning of the
House. As the House is answer-
able to the people and I hope
parties will raise issues of public
interest. There should be debate
in the House, and for that it
should function,” Birla said.

He said, “All parties have as-
sured me that the session will be
smooth and as fruitful as the first
session of the 17th Lok Sabha.”

Two potentially stormy Bills
are in the pipeline this time —
the Citizenship Amendment Bill,
which the government has al-
ready listed on its agenda, and
the Ayodhya Act — but neither
issue seems to have been raised
during Saturday’s meeting.

Beginning November 18, the
winter session concludes on
December 13.

The customary meeting
was intended to get an idea of
issues the Opposition wants to
raise, and ensure a smooth
functioning of the House dur-

Lyonpo Tandi Dorji

Bhutan foreign
minister to begin
week-long India
visit today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

BHUTANESE FOREIGN Minister
Lyonpo Tandi Dorji will be on a
week-long visit to India from
Sunday, during which he would
hold bilateral discussions with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and review the “en-
tire gamut” of relations between
the two countries, an official
statement said.

“The Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Bhutan Lyonpo Tandi
Dorji will be paying a visit to India
from 17-23 November 2019,” the
Ministry of External Affairs state-
ment said on Saturday.

“During the visit, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Bhutan will
hold bilateral discussions with
his counterpart External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and review
the entire gamut of India-Bhutan
relations,” it added.

Dorji will also pay a visit to
Bodh Gaya and Rajgir in Bihar on
November 19-20, and Kolkataon
November 21-22.

“India and Bhutan share a
unique and time-tested bilateral
relationship, characterized by
mutual trust, goodwill and un-
derstanding,” the MEA said.

“During the visit, the two sides
will hold discussions on various
aspects of bilateral relations, in-
cluding economic cooperation,
development partnership and
hydro-power cooperation,” it
said. “Lyonpo Tandi Dorji’s visit is
in keeping with the tradition of
regular visits and exchange of
views at the highest level be-
tween the two countries.”

EXPLAINED

Somestorm
expected during
session

ment on the mat.

ing the session.

Sources present in the meet-
ing suggested that the issue of
economic slowdown and unem-
ployment, along with the situa-
tion in Kashmir and Delhi pollu-
tion, emerged as some themes
common to issues flagged by
floor leaders during the meeting.

Trinamool Congress leader
Sudip Bandyopadhyay sought a
discussion in Lok Sabha on the
role of state Governors. He
claimed that West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhanker is
running a “parallel administra-
tion” and making trips without
the state government’s knowl-
edge, whichis giving rise to seri-
Ous governance issues.

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury urged Birla
to refer all Bills to standing com-
mittees after they are introduced
in the House, which had not hap-
pened in the last session. The
Speaker had earlier pointed out
that this was not possible in the
last session because standing
committees were still to be con-
stituted, but the committees
have come into being since.

FOR THE government, the first session of 17th Lok Sabha
was very productive, as it managed contentious legislation
related to triple talag, Kashmir Reorganisation Bill, amend-
ments in UAPA, and Article 370 through both Houses. The
winter session assembles in the backdrop of less-than-ex-
pected electoral performance of the ruling party in
Maharashtra and Haryana Assembly elections, and also
shadowed by the economic slowdown.

Although the government has an ambitious business
list, the Opposition has several issues — Kashmir, economic
slowdown and pollution, among others, to put the govern-

Chowdhury also raised the
issue of the situation in J&K,
poverty, unemployment, farm
distress, etc.

National Conference MP
Hasnain Masoodi said his party’s
leader Farooq Abdullah needs to
be released to enable him to par-
ticipate in House proceedings.
Abdullah has been under deten-
tion since August, after special
status to J&K was scrapped.

Danish Ali of BSP was critical
of the fact that the Opposition
could not raise issues for discus-
sions under Rule 193. The ses-
sion, he told the meeting, should
not confine itself to just govern-
ment business, as was the case
during the last session.

Asaduddin Owaisi of AIMIM
asked for children to be invited on
Constitution Day to witness the
proceedings. He also called for
proceedings of Parliamentary
committees to be televised but
was told these are confidential
matters and thus cannot be aired
on either Lok SabhaTVorRSTV.

Biju Janata Dal’s Pinaki
Mishra raised the issue of pollu-
tion in Delhi.

Cong slams Odisha govt
over booklet terming
Gandhi death ‘accidental’

SAMPADPATNAIK
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER 16

AMID RISING criticism across
party lines over booklets terming
Mahatma Gandhi’s death as an
“accidental sequence of events”,
Odisha Minister for School and
Mass Education Samir Ranjan
Dash on Saturday told the state
Assembly that it was an “unin-
tentional mistake” that has led
to action against department
officials.

The booklets, titled Ama
Bapuiji: EkaJhalak (Our Bapuji: A
Glimpse), were distributed
among government school stu-
dents of Classes 4 to 8 on the oc-
casion of Gandhi’s 150th birth
anniversary. The booklets stated
that on January 30, 1948, Gandhi
died of “akasmika
ghatanakramey dehabsana (an
accidental sequence of events)”.

“Two officials (in the school
and mass education depart-
ment) have been issued a
showcause notice,” Dash told
journalists.

‘WANTED EMPLOYMENT, NOT ALMS’

“In a month’s time, we will
distribute new booklets with the
correct version.”

However, the Congress de-
manded that Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik either
resign or apologise, depending
on his role in the incident, in-
stead of “scapegoating” officials.

Following the education
minister’s remarks in the House,
veteran Congress leader
Narasingh Mishra said, “There is
acommittee by the state govern-
ment on the 150th anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi and it is
chaired by the CM. Without per-
mission from the chairman,
nothing can happen. Therefore
the CM is answerable to the
House.”

“We do not know if the CM
has approved (the booklet) in-
tentionally or unintentionally. If
itis the former, he should resign,
but if unintentional then he
should apologise. Scapegoating
lower officials, peons and clerks,
by issuing showcause notice
does not restore respect for the
Mahatma,” he said.

distress to corner govt in House

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

WITH THE winter session of
Parliament starting on Monday,
main opposition Congress on
Saturday signaled that it will
work with like-minded parties to
corner the BJP-led government
over its management of the
economy, farm distress and ris-
ing unemployment.

The party has also decided to
hold arally in the national capital
on November 30.

Top Congress leaders met in
Delhi to chalk out ways to take
forward its agitation programme.
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his Chhattisgarh
counterpart Bhupesh Baghel at-
tended the meeting along with
AICC treasurer Ahmed Patel,
AICC general secretary in charge
of organisation K C Venugopal
and many senior leaders, includ-
ing party’s deputy leaderin Rajya
Sabha Anand Sharma.

Several state Congress presi-
dents, Congress Legislature Party

Ashok Gehlot and Bhupesh Baghel arrive for the Congress
meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

(CLP) leaders, AICC general sec-
retaries and in-charges of states
and heads of the party’s various
departments were in attendance.
Gehlot, sources said, did some
plain-speaking. He is learnt to
have said that the rally the party
plans to hold in Delhi should not
merely be a symbolic exercise. He
said the party should put its heart
into such efforts to take on the
Narendra Modi government.
Herecalled that the party had
faced difficulties even during
Indira Gandhi’s time, but it had
bounced back after the defeat in
1977.He said while most leaders

are sincere and believe in the
party’s ideology, there may be
some who are waiting for an op-
portunity to jump ship and
pointed out that some MLAs had
left the party before the
Maharashtra Assembly polls.

He said results of
Maharashtra and Haryana elec-
tions show that people are disen-
chanted with the BJP and are
waiting for an opportunity.

While Punjab Congress chief
Sunil Jakhar and former Haryana
CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda
urged the leadership to resched-
ule the November 30 rally, say-

ing that the ongoing sowing sea-
son could affect big mobilisation
in both states.

Jakhar, in fact, suggested that
the rally be held in Mumbai in-
stead, as farm distress is the
severest in Maharashtra and the
impact of economic slowdown s
also felt the most in the state.

Briefing reporters, Venugopal
said they discussed about the
NSO reports on consumer spend-
ing and argued there is a percep-
tion that the government is push-
ing the country to a
starvation-like situation with bad
policies. AICC communication
department head Randeep
Surjewala took on Union minis-
ter Suresh Angadi, who had on
Friday dismissed the
Opposition’s criticism over the
state of economy and main-
tained that “airports and trains
are full and people are getting
married”, which indicates the
economy is doing “fine”.

“This reflects arrogance of
power of a government drunk
with authority that is now dra-
conian,” Surjewala said.

BJP workers protest in Lucknow on Saturday against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s remarks on the Rafale issue. Vishal Srivastav

GWALIOR

FIR against Mahasabha
after prayers to Godse

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 16

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment on Saturday decided to act
against members of the Hindu
Mahasabha, a day after the out-
fit offered prayers to Nathuram
Godse in Gwalior and demanded
that his court deposition be in-
cluded in school syllabus.

An FIR was registered against
Hindu Mahasabha spokesper-
son Naresh Batham for allegedly
distributing leaftlets that deni-
grated Mahatma Gandhi by
holding him responsible for
Partition while glorifying Godse
asamartyr.

Chief Minister Kamal Nath or-
dered the Gwalior police to act
tough. “I won't tolerate that the
killer of Gandhi is worshipped in
my government. There have been
attempts in the BJP government
toinstall Godse’s bust, butIwon’t
brook any such act,” he said.

Hindu Mahasabha offered
prayers to Godse and co-conspir-
ator Narayan Apte on Friday at its
office in Daulatganj locality, the

His fight began with Bhopal gas

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, NOVEMBER 16

IN THE aftermath of the 1984
gas disaster that killed thou-
sands of people and left lakhs af-
fected, the government had
started distributing free ration
in Bhopal and people had to
wait in long queues for their
turn.

But Abdul Jabbar found the
manner in which the largesse
was distributed unbearable.
“We didn’t want alms, we
wanted employment,” he re-
called his feelings on the 25th
anniversary of the worst indus-
trial disaster. It was this spirit

gpaper ‘.ﬂ&‘ 5%, COm

that led to the formation of
Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Udyog
Sangathan, an organisation that
not only mobilised women but
also provided them vocational
training.

More than half of those
women were Muslims. The
sight of burga-clad women par-
ticipating in street protests had
become a sensitive issue, forc-
ing him to approach the clergy,
who endorsed the view that any
opposition to what was a fight
for justice was not proper.

“His fight began from the
very next day of the tragedy and
continued till he breathed his
last. It’s to his credit that the
apex court changed its earlier

decision to free the Union
Carbide India officials of crimi-
nal responsibility. It was a big
achievement to involve burga-
clad women in street protests,”
veteran activist L S Hardenia
said.

Known to most as Jabbar
Bhai, he was in his late 20s and
drilled borewells for a living be-
fore the gas disaster, but the
scale of the tragedy made him
an activist with an indomitable
spirit, despite losing 50 per cent
of his vision and suffering from
pulmonary fibrosis due to the
industrial accident.

Jabbar, who was undergoing
treatment for the past few
months, died at a private hospi-

same premises where it had in-
stalled a bust of Godse two years
ago. The administration, then
under the BJP government,
seized it after deploying a large
police force.

The FIR was registered on a
complaint from Congress activist
Ravindra Chouhan, who de-
scribed himself as a Gandhian
and nationalist. He said he was
handed aleaflet on Thursday that
used objectionable language for
Gandhi. He said his feelings and
those of others who follow
Gandhi’s ideals had been hurt.

Additional DG Rajababu Singh
said teams have been dispatched
to arrest Batham and his associ-
ates,and no one would be spared.

Gwalior-based national vice-
president of Hindu Mahasabha
Jaiveer Bharadwaj claimed the po-
lice action was murder of democ-
racy. “We have every right to cel-
ebrate birth anniversaries or
observe martyrdom of people
who made sacrifices for the coun-
try. We have observed martyr-
dom of Godse for 70 years and will
continue to do so in our homes
and private places,” he said.

Abdul Jabbar. Prakash Hatvalne

tal in Bhopal on Thursday. He
was referred to the hospital af-
ter medical institutes meant for
survivors and other hospitals
failed to provide relief to him.
It was ironical that he could

Former BJP
MLA’s son
arrested in PMC
Bank scam case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 16

THE ECONOMIC Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Mumbai Police on
Saturday arrested Rajneet Singh,
the son of former BJP MLA Sardar
Tara Singh, in connection with
the Rs 4,355-crore PMC Bank
scam case. Rajneet was on the
board of directors of the bank
and also a part of its loan recov-
ery committee.

Thisis the ninth arrestin the
case. Eight persons, including
the former MD and chairman of
the bank, as well as HDIL pro-
moters Rakesh and Sarang
Wadhawan, have already been
arrested in the case. The bank al-
legedly violated RBI norms by
extending loans to HDIL beyond
permissible limits.

“We have arrested Rajneet as
he was part of the loan recovery
committee. However, he could
not recover the loans given to
HDIL. We are also investigating
if he had any links to HDIL,” DCP
(EOW) Shrikant Paropkari said.

not get proper treatment at the
Bhopal Memorial Hospital and
Research Centre (BMHRC),
which was meant to be a super-
specialist hospital for the treat-
ment of survivors — BMHRC and
many other hospitals for sur-
vivors had come up due to re-
lentless legal battles fought by
him and others.

The activist paid a heavy per-
sonal cost for the three-and-a-
half decade struggle. He had se-
vere health issues, a broken
marriage and little money. His
friends began a campaign to
raise funds to support his sec-
ond wife and three children.

At the 25th anniversary of
the disaster in 2009, Jabbar re-

New Delhi
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Maharashtra
Governor
announces
assistance for
rain-hit farmers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 16

MAHARASHTRA GOVERNOR
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on
Saturday announced financial
assistance to farmers reeling
under massive crop loss due to
unseasonal rainfall in the state in
October and November and or-
dered its immediate disbursal.

A statement issued by Raj
Bhawan said, “A relief of Rs 8,000
per hectare up to two hectares
for agricultural Kharif crop and
Rs 18,000 per hectare up to two
hectares for horticulture/peren-
nial crop would be sanctioned to
farmers.”

“The Governor has also an-
nounced exemptions of land
revenue to the affected area and
examination fee of school and
colleges to the wards of affected
farmers,” it said. The governor di-
rected the state administration
to disburse the relief immedi-
ately, it added.

With unseasonal rain leaving
a trail of destruction across
Maharashtra, the state adminis-
tration Friday pegged the dam-
age to standing crop on 93.89
lakh hectares of farmland across
the state. Around 1.04 crore
farmers have suffered losses.

On November 2, the
Devendra Fadnavis-led govern-
ment had approved Rs 10,000
crore as special assistance for af-
fected farmers. Officials, how-
ever, said panchnamas being
conducted to assess the extent
of crop damage were slow amid
the continuing uncertainty over
government formation. Mahara-
shtra has been under President’s
Rule since November 12.

The quantum of compensa-
tion was criticised by the
Congress and the Shiv Sena.

“We are going to request the
Governor to raise this amount
because it is not sufficient,”
state Congress president
Balasaheb Thorat said. The Shiv
Sena said it would hold a
demonstration to ensure better
relief for farmers.

PDP LEADER ON LT GOVERNOR’S REMARKS
‘How can J&K elections

be held when political
leaders detained in hordes’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 16

A PDP leader has strongly ob-
jected to J&K Lieutenant
Governor G C Murmu’s remarks
that the process for Assembly
elections could begin soonin the
Union Territory. “How can elec-
tions be held in a situation when
leaders of major political groups
have been detained in hordes,”
PDP leader Parvez Wafa asked.

Terming the proposition to
conduct elections in the state
“unjustified, ironic and uncalled
for,” Wafa said that since the
leadership of major political par-
ties and important office leaders
are under detention, “the idea of
holding polls itself loses rele-
vance and is contrary to demo-
craticideas”.

“Since in ademocratic setup,
polls are a part of mechanism
which delegates power to the
people to choose their represen-
tatives, it is the duty of the state
to ensure free and fair elections,”

called that he had participated
in 500 protests in Delhi and
5,000 in Bhopal. He was ar-
rested nearly 200 times, filed in-
numerable PILs and other peti-
tions — a petition seeking more
compensation and a criminal re-
vision plea demanding more
punishment for the accused are
still pending.

Unassuming and sporting
thick glasses, Jabbar would raise
his voice only occasionally dur-
ing meetings he had with sur-
vivors at Yadgar-e-Shahjahani
Park in the old city to draw at-
tention to his point. The meet-
ings were used to be held twice
a week but over the years they
had become a weekly affair with

Wafa said.

Urging authorities to release
the detained leaders “at the earli-
est”, the PDPleader said thereisa
rhetoric focussed on Kashmir
since August 5, when the Centre
decided to revoke special status of
Jammu and Kashmir under
Article 370,and said it isironic that
nobody is talking about Jammu.

Murmu had on Thursday
said the Assembly election
process would begin soon in the
newly-created Union Territory.

Addressing police personnel
at the passing out parade of new
recruits at the Police Training
Centre in Talwara near Reasi,
Murmu had said, “Elections will
also begin in the Union Territory.
Thisis a centrally-ruled place, but
ithas alegislature as well. Do not
think that it will continue asit is.
An exercise to hold elections at
the earliest will be held soonand
you people will have arole init.”

Murmu'’s remarks were his
first at a public event since as-
suming charge as Lt Governor of
the Union Territory of J&K.

leak, lasted till death despite personal cost

a thin turnout.

Saturday was perhaps the
only time the meeting was not
held because many survivors
were with Jabbar’s family for the
three-day mourning period. “He
would never lose hope. He
would tell us that it’s a fight for
justice and should continue
even after he is notaround,” said
Shanti Devi, a survivor and a
member of Jabbar’s organisa-
tion.

Hamida Bi, another survivor,
said Jabbar struggled for victims
of the gas tragedy all his life and
suffered a great deal in the end.
She said he received support
from both Hindu and Muslim
communities.
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New India's,

New Uttar Pradesh

( A visible transformation in Governance and Development in the last 2.5 years)

An initiative by GGG
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Single window
system creates

ease of doing
business

In congruence with Digital India
vision, the state government has
macks quintum leaps i the areas of
governance and service delivery
with the introduction of single
window for all the citizen centrig
government services under e-
Lhstrict

A single window clearance
mechanism has been put in place at
Udvog Bandho under ease of doing
business reforms. Further, a
dedicated policy implementation
it has been established at UP
Electronics Corporation Limited for
curling and faciliteling investors,
enfreprendurs and start-ups under [T
& Start-up policy. The country's
Megest incubator is envisionead 1o be
established n Ustar Pradesh to
galvanise start=up revolution in
India

These policy measures provided the
tmech needed fitlip o the investors
sentiments, The Chiel Minister
prowdly appnsed the general public
andl investors' communily of having
created 16 sector specific policics to
Facihitate different imdusiries.
CM Yogi Aditvanath has given
wssurance that soon his adminis-
tratton will formulate and
implement policies with recand to
sectors such as clectric mobelity,
data centre investment and retail
traie.

Incentives for
Investors

The povernment has offered
mcentives for setling up private
inchustnal parkss estates of more than
100 acres in Bundelkhand and
Poorvanchal;, L50 acres in
Madhvanchal and Paschimanchal;
and more than 50 acres in cuse of
Agro Parks in UP developed by
Py ale sector.

There 15 a proviston of interest
subsidy in the form ofreimbursement
of imterest of up to 50% of annual
imterest on the loan taken 1o bay Land,
for 7 vears subpect 10 a imaxumum
ceiling of Ra 50 lakh per annum per
inchestnal estatesapro park. Besedes,
micrest subsidy 15 also admessible n
the form of resmbursement of miterest
of up to &% of annual interest for 7
yeatrs on the doan teken lor butlding
infrastructure subject 10 R 10 ¢rore
per vear with an overall celling of
Ks 50 crore per mmdustrial estates

agropark,

Come and Experience the

advantages of Uttar Pradesh

he swmte of Uttar Pradesh s

embedded in the heartol Tndia. [t

15 endowed with o pancrmma of
peographical diversity, nch n natural
resources and skilled manperacer which
makes it oan wleal destination [or
evestment. In UP, the mult-hued
Indian Culiure hias hlossomed sinee
time imnemdatial, The state is blessed
witha variety of geographical Fand and
rnumerable cultural diversities. The
rich and trungul mendows, perennial
rivers, dense lorests and fertile soil of
Littar Pradesh have scripted many
eolden chapters in the annals of Idizn
history, Dotted with various hely
shnines and plices of mlgrimes
mterests, it plays a vital rele o the
pohitees, edocation, culture, industry,
agriculture and tourism of India.

L.ocatien benefils

LI has got distinet location advantare.
[he geopraphy of the stale pives i
strategic aceess to market and resource
depth of eastern India and has
proximty 1o National Capital Region
on the VWest, Located on Chendnlneral
with excellent mad network, Uwe state
of UP 1s linked with over 230 milhion
[1&.5% of Indias population) residents.
hMajor national and mtermational
dirports enbance s air conmectivity
with the Middle East and South East
Asian countnes, Noalzo has the
distinction of having the langest ralway
network i the naten makme freiche
Mevement casier.

Power siluation

Energy 15 an important input for
economic development and
poswer scctor is an indispensable
infrastructure in modem  cconomy.
Providing  adequate - and  afTordable
electrieny 18 essential lor human
welfare and achieving better standards
of Iving. The avalability of rehable
and unintermupted  quality power at
competitive rates to the industry is vital
for its day to day operations. The siate
poverniment 100k series of measures 1o
remove bettlenecks in the power
mirastructure o achieve s goal of
power for all. The state government
officials have made amangements for
24 hours power supply to all distroict
headquarters, 20 houwrs o0 Tehsil
headguaniers and 18 hours 10 villages,
beswdes ensuring 24X7T reliable
electricity to mdustries and provision
for ppoen access.

Land availabibity

Land resource s amportamt because

hurmins ot only hve but alsa perform
all economic activities on land.
Bestdes, land also supports wild life,
natural vegetation, and wansport and
communication activities. Most of our
Eeasae needs and reguirements like food,
clothing and shelter are obtamed from
L. [ s considersd the primary factor
of production. Land 15 required to
construct factonies and indusines o
carry-oatt the production process. In anmy
kind of production process, an
schvidual has o star with land, For
example, in ndustries 11 helps 1o
provide raw materigls, and 1n
agrculture, crops are produced on land
Manulacturing industnes get diverse
ovpe of raw materials from Fand,
namely, raw colton, sugarcing, raw
e, coal, minerals and metals, etc
Abundant land parcels al competitive
prices makes UP an ideal investment
destinption

Abundant availability of water

Besudes beange vital for human survival,
water plavs a crucial role o
commercial operations and inindustry.

‘A

Commuercral operattons are thess tha
renerally do nol manufacture a
prociuct, but provide a serviee, such as
hospitals, restaurants, and schools.
Manufacturing and eaher industrics use
wrler during the production process [or
either creating their products of 1o cool
equiprments used m the manufiweture of
roods. Industrial water s used for
tabricating, processing, washing,
dilwting, etc. It is also cntical in
industries producing petroleum
products, food, paper and chemicals,
Therefore, ovadlabality of water across
the state 15 vital to keep the wheels of
industrics runming uninterruptedly,

Skilled manpower

Skilled monpower 15 essentl to Gy
oul several development activities,
Their stgmificance can be understood
From the fact that skilled human ¢apatal
helps in systomatic utilisation
of natural resources. Modern
industialised economy needs skilled
workforee o mcrense the pace of
development and higher cconomic
growih. S6% of UMs 230 mllon

POWERING
NEW INDIA

population 15 m the workene aee sroup.
LIP 1= the lirst state m the nation o
implement Skifl development scheme
10 lakh youth were registercd ancl 848
lakh vouth have been trained under this
stheme. So G, 3 lakh vouth were
placed, As many as 53 Universites,
4345 collezes, 188 polviechmes alonge
with several resecarch institutes,
Centres of Excellence and other
vocational institutes, industry focused
skill development programme, cic
bave created a vast hwnan capital
resource for manufacturmg and
SETVICCE SECTOr.

Proactivegovernaneein UP

A few days back, while maugurating
the police hendguarters in Lucknow,
Chiel Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yo
Adityanath smd that improvement m
e Bow ] order situation attracted
investars 1o the state, "Law and order
wins the biggeststumbling block when |
started looking for mnvestments, But
aller hard work of my government and
police, the mvestment finallv has
started to come to the state”, suid Yo

Attractive policies,
simplified
procedures and
speedy time bound
approvals and
strong industrial
security, etc
contributed In
building trust in
the investors'

community
[

Aditvanath. Auractive policies,
simplified procedures and speedy tine
boamnd appeovals and strong industrial
securily, e contributed in building
trust in the investors commanity
vl Pradesh puaranteed security Lo
mvestorsand now industnalists want to
mvest here. Companies from Indne and
abroad are confident to invest in the
state. The resull 15 that investment has
ingrgased,” the chief minister farther
said

such proactive measures enhanced the
image of the siate:as it became o
preferred destination to invest larpe
amumiof capatal to eet rood retumes.

Hich mineral wealth

Modern wurbanmisation, indu-
strialisation, transportation and
communication systems are the
achievements ol worldwide
sitstainable mincral resource
development and their proper
utrhization 1o vartous seclors
Sustinmable mmeml resources  have
played, and are still plaving. a vital role
in shaping the modemn civilized
indusirial world. This means that the
susiainahle socio-gconomic
ifrastructre of any. region 15 an
mdhcaton of 12 richnes: mn natural
resources. UP 13 endowed with
ahundant mmeral wealth. Minerals hike
Hmestone i Mirzapur and Sonbhadea,
plazs-sand in Prayagraj district, bauxite
in Rajhgewan in Banda distnct ete ane
foand in abundant quantity in the state.

Investment friendly policies to spur growth

The core intentions of the policies are to create a framework for industrial growth that empowers people and create jobs

ttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Yogi Adityvanath has

implemented various
mvestment-frendly policies in the
stute o spur economic growth and
generate employment. The state
administration is working diligently
to make UP a trillion daollar
gconoemy, Cheel Minister Yo
Adityanath has announced the plaa
to organise the Global Investors:
Summit next year. One can rest
pssured thar the Global Investors:
dMeel would help pushing  Ultar
Pradesh towards its goal of
becoming one-trillion economy,
Investors have also been invited to
join the government in making
potable piped water avairlable to
each and every house besides
fields of solid and liquid wasie
management, publi¢ transport,
electricity ele.

Industrial Investment &
Emplovment Promotion Policy

The Industrial Investment &
Emplovment Promotion Policy,
2017 of Uttar Pradesh strives 1o
leverage the inherent strengths of
the state while developing new ones,
The policy sims Lo create @
framework (o stabilise and
make existing industiries more
competitive as well as attract and
realise new international and
aational investments in the
industnal sector

The core intentions of the policy are
to creale a ramework for industnal
growlh that ecmpowers people and
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create jobs, thus leading o o npple
effect in the economy, plan a
roadmap i the state for improving
its ability to attract and facilitate
business, provide o reference point
for intra-governmental and public-
private coordination of policies,
laws and principles of cconomic
development, stimulate institutional
learning that comprises siate-
indusiry imteractions

As a key pillar of s industrial
provwth strategy, availability of land
I8 a primary requistie for sustainable
industrial development. The state
has substantial availahility of both

povernmenl and prvate land parcels
for industrind development

This policy seeks o develop new
industrial parks and upgrade the
existing ones with an aim to attract
new tidustries and provide qualay
factlities to the existing indusiries
The state 1= focussed on developing
Food Park, IT Park, Textile Park and
Pharma Parck, Industrial parks
A0 mEjor expressways, national
highways and siate highways
will be established. The state
administration will also promote
coumtry-specific industrial parks to
attroel Foreign Direct Investment

= UP Electric Vehicle Manufacturing

policy
» UP Electronics Manufacturing

policy
» UP Solar Energy poficy
= Handioom Poweroom Silk

Texdile Garmenting policy

s LIP MSME Expart Promaotion
policy

« UP Warehousing Logistics

policy
= UP Food Processing policy

= Bio-Energy policy
» UP Tounsm pdlicy

ITa&Start=-Up poliey to promang
IT incdustry and entrepreneurship

Indiars phenomenal success n
the arca of Information and
Technolagy {(IT) and related
services has been acknowledged
globally. India has become the
third largest start-up hub in the
world, with more than 4750 start-
upi. Lttar Pradesh povernment s
consistently focusing on
development of infrastructure,
human capital and implementing
elfective policies wmake conducive
ivestment ¢limale o develop Ultar
Pradeshasaleading 1T/ TeS hub.

UP has developed twin citics of
moida and Greater Nonda as leading
sofltware and start-up hubs.
slate-ol-the-art IT City is being
established on public-private
partnership (PPP) model in
Lucknow. In addition to thas, IT
pierks are beimg et up i the ciliez of
Agra, Meenut, Kanpur, Gorakhpur,
Yaranasi, Bareilly, etc. They
contribute towards significantly
hoasting the 1T exports of the state,
A KBs 1000 crore Uttar Pradesh Stan-
up Fund is being created 1o provide
access 10 finance, exclusively wo UP
hased Start-ups

Aviation policy te hoost air
connectivity of UP

The passenger air fraflic in Uttar
Pradesh had grown in the year
2016-17 by 30% 10 6.1 million
PASSENEErs 011 4 vear on year basis,
To facilitate the mclusive growlh
in this sector, Governmentof India
had launched National Civil
Aviation Pohey 2018 and Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) with a
vision to connect the underserved as
well as unserved airports through
mcentives from central and state
governments. Such locations are
murked as BCS airports,

Uttar Pradesh government
understoed the need to develop state
eivil aviation policy to atiract the
mirlinessair operators in UP 1
cover underserved and unserved
atrstrips and cities during second
round of RCS bidding. Civil
Aviation Promotion Poliey of Ultar

¥ nuﬂl FEAL. ENGEEE. DELNER. ] IS THE MARKETING BOLUTHING TESK OF THE INLHAN EXFRESS GRS

New Delhi

Pradesh 2017 intends to provide the
necessary dircetion for the growth of
this sector in the state.

The policy 15 aimed 1o hoos
connectivity, facihitate trade,
promote tpurisme and generate
employment. The efforts are being
made 10 support the development
of mir cargo hubs and fulfillment
cenires o supporl manufacturing
god e-commetce business in UP as
well as to provide [fillip to agro-
exports and other perishahle
coummodities.

In 2017, there were only 4 sirports
lincluding only 2 International
pirports)  and a total of 25
estinations were connected Lo ar
services while currently, 8 arports
have become operational,
providimg air services Lo a tolal of
28 destmations. The development
of 11 aiports is underway, Sile
clearance has already been received
from Government of India to
developone of the largest arports in
north India, The stite govermment
15 speedily developing a Greenfield
imernational airport at Jewar in
district Gautam Buddha Nagar on
public: private panticipation {(PPF
made.

The state has come out with
policies in other sectors as well -
glectrical vehicle manufacturing,
elecironics, solar gnergy,
bio energy, lextile, food processing
and tourism. The details
can casily he accessed from
www. ndvoebandhu.com.
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Muzaffarnagar: A30-year-old
Dalit woman was allegedly
gangraped and beaten up by
four men in Uttar Pradesh’s
Shamli district, police said on
Saturday. The incident took
place on Thursday when the
woman had gone to the fields
to relieve herself. The men
dragged her to a sugarcane
field and took turns to rape
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NORTH
Dalit woman gangraped,

thrashed in UP’s Shamli

The debris of the Navy MiG trainer aircraft at Dabolim,
Goa, on Saturday. PTI
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her, they said, adding that the
victim was also beaten up
when she tried to resist.
Three of the accused have
been identified, police said,
adding that all four are ab-
sconding. A case has been
registered under relevant
statutory sections following
a complaint by the victim's
husband, police said. PTI

Panaji: A Navy MiG-29K air-
craft crashed soon after taking
off from the INS Hansa during
a training mission on Friday:.
Both pilots ejected safely. Ade-
fence release said, “At about
noon, a MIG-29K twin-seater
aircraft, on a routine training
sortie, encountered a flock of
birds after take-off from the
INS Hansa airbase at Dabolim
in Goa... The pilot observed

WEST
Navy MiG trainer aircraft

crashes, both pilots safe

thattheleftengine had flamed
out and the right engine had
caught fire.... The pilot, show-
ing the presence of mind,
pointed the aircraft away from
populated areas and both pi-
lots ejected safely. An enquiry
has been instituted by the
Navy. Both the pilots are safe.
There has been no loss of life
or damage to property on
ground.” ENS

Medininagar (Jharkhand): An
elephant has trampled two
elderly persons to death in
separate incidents in
Jharkhand's Palamau district,
forest officials said on
Saturday. The pachyderm
killed a 65-year-old manina
village under Bishrampur po-
lice station limits on Thursday,
Regional Chief Conservator of
Forest (Palamau region),

Tiruchirapalli (Tamil Nadu): A
girl student of a government
university here attempted
suicide by as she was report-
edly upset for being “humili-
ated” by her faculty over her
academic performance, po-
lice said on Saturday. The stu-
dent, who is pursuing MSc
Geology at Bharatidasan
University, was found uncon-
scious in her hostel room

EAST
Elephant tramplestwoto

deathin Jharkhand

SOUTH
Student alleges harassment

by teacher, attempts suicide

Mohan Lal, said. “The same
elephant entered a house at
Arapur village under Nava
Bazaar police station limitson
the intervening night of Friday
and Saturday to eat stored
paddy and killed a 70-year-
old-woman who was sleep-
inginside," Lal said. The forest
department has given Rs 1
lakh each to the kin of the de-
ceased, he said. PTI

Friday night by her room-
mates and rushed to the gov-
ernment hospital, where her
condition was said to be sta-
ble, they said. The teacher had
frequently “harassed” the girl
over her performanceinclass,
following which 30 students
protested against the faculty.
The teacher has been called
in for questioning, police
added. PTI
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No ‘one nation, one poll’ soon,

parties must sit and decide: CEC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 16

CHIEF ELECTION Commissioner
Sunil Arora on Saturday said that
simultaneous election to Lok
Sabha and state legislatures is
“not happening very shortly” un-
less “political parties sit together
and evolve some consensus.”

CEC Arora was speaking at
the Institute of Law at Nirma
University here. “Till 1967, we
had both the Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabha elections at the
same time. Only after 1967, the
cyclicimbalances came,” he said
during an interaction with stu-
dents of the university.

“Yes, we would also prefer it
(simultaneous polls). And this is
not a bureaucratic statement,
justsaying we agree in principle,
etc.,” Arora said. “However, it is
for the political parties to sit to-
gether and evolve some consen-
sus. Do the requisite amend-
ments in law, so that (poll) cycle

Over 10,000

birds dead
in Rajasthan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 16

THE NUMBER of dead birds
buried by various agencies at
Rajasthan’s Sambhar Lake
crossed the 10,000 mark on
Saturday;, officials said.

As per the Forest
Department, a total of 10,760
birds have been buried since
November 11, a day after dead
avians were spotted by visitors
at India’s largest inland salt wa-
ter lake, nearly 80 km southwest
of Jaipur.

Of these, 8,021 birds have
been buried in Jaipur while 2,739
have been buried in Nagaur. On
Saturday, 1,303 birds were
buried in Nagaur while 1,393
were buried in Jaipur. Officials
said that combing operations in
Jaipur will continue on Sunday,
while nearly a 12-km stretch re-

mains in Nagaur.
As many as 360 birds have
also been rescued since

November 11, of which only 264
are alive. On Saturday, 117 birds
were rescued from Jaipurand 30
from Nagaur.

Meanwhile, the report by
Apex Centre for Animal Disease
Investigation, Monitoring and
Surveillance, under the Bikaner-
based Rajasthan University of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(RAJUVAS), has officially sug-
gested avian botulism — a para-
lytic and often fatal disease
caused by ingestion of toxins —
as a possible cause.

“On the basis of history, epi-
demiological observations, clas-
sical clinical symptoms and
post-mortem findings, the most
probable diagnosis is avian bot-
ulism,” the Centre said in a report
after studying samples. “The
clinical signs exhibited by af-
fected birds included dullness,
depression, anorexia, flaccid
paralysis in legs and wings, and
neck touching the ground. The
birds were unable to walk, swim,
or take flight. There was norise of
body temperature, no nasal dis-
charge, norespiratory distress or
any other sign,” the report said.

Till 1967, we had Lok Sabha
and Vidhan Sabha polls at
the same time: CEC Arora

canbe brought together. Unless,
this is done, it is a good thing to
talk at seminars, but it is not hap-
pening very shortly.”

The CEC also said that the
Election Commission needs to
“devise a mechanism” to facili-
tate Indians living overseas to
participate in the electoral
process. “We have a large num-
ber of overseas population and
we need to devise a mechanism
to facilitate their participationin
the electoral process,” Arora was

quoted as saying in a state gov-
ernment release.

During his visit to the Institute
of Law at the Nirma University ear-
lierin the day, the CECannounced
thatinmemory of former CECTN
Seshan, the Election Commission
would establish and fund a visit-
ing chair on Interdisciplinary
Approach to Electoral Studies at
the Centre for Curriculum
Development, India International
Institute of Democracy and
Election Management (IIIDEM),
New Delhi.

In his address to the students,
Arora defended electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMSs) and voter
verified paper audit trail ma-
chines (VVPATSs), pointing out
that elections held since the
2014 Lok Sabha polls have pro-
duced different results in various
states. “Do we say that VVPATs
are okif it gives you ‘X' result,and
ifit gives a ‘Y’ result you can crit-
icise it...  would like to say in
front of all of you responsibly as
the CEC of the country that EVMs

cannot be tampered with. They
can malfunction, just like your
pen, car or two-wheeler, but
they cannot be tampered with,”
the CEC remarked.

Mentioning eminent scien-
tists who monitor the EVMs and
VVPATs for the Election
Commission on an honorary ba-
sis, Arora said, “At times, they also
feel very unhappy and deeply an-
guished that after all this work,
the integrity of VVPATs and EVMs
gets doubted.”

Speaking about the varying
voter turnout between urban
and rural areas, Arora said,
“Despite the fact that voting is
not compulsory, more than 67
per cent of people (in 2019 Lok
Sabha polls) come out to vote, es-
pecially women, senior citizens
and persons with disability. The
figure was 66.44 per cent in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections. “The
voting percentage of the com-
mon man or the economically
weaker section of the society is
much higher,” he pointed out.

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu and Union I&B Minister Prakash Javadekar present the
National Award for Excellence in Journalism (Financial Reporting category) to Sandeep
Singh and Krishn Kaushik of The Indian Express, at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. Amit Mehra

‘Journalism should be fair...
cuard against fake news’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

HIGHLIGHTING THE perils of
fake news, Vice-President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Saturday
urged the media to always main-
tain objectivity, fairness and ac-
curacy.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Press Council of India
to observe National Press Day and
confer National Awards for
Excellence in Journalism, Naidu
said, “The cardinal principle of
journalism is to present fair, ob-
jective, accurate and balanced in-
formation to the reader and
viewer without journalists as-
suming the role of the gatekeep-
ers. With the electronic and social
media providing news by the
minute with alertsand flashes on
smartphones, journalists will have
to exercise greater caution and
guard against ‘fake news’, disin-
formation and misinformation.”

Union Minister  for
Information and Broadcasting
Prakash Javadekar, who also at-
tended the event, said that fake
news is a bigger crisis than paid
news.

Naidu awarded the winners
of the National Awards for
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Anuradha Mascarenhas of The Indian Express won the
award in the Gender-Based Reporting category.

Excellence in Journalism 2019.
Three journalists from The
Indian Express —- Associate
Editor Sandeep Singh, Special
Correspondent Krishn Kaushik
and Senior Editor Anuradha
Mascarenhas —- were honoured
for their outstanding work.
Sandeep Singh and Krishn
Kaushik won the award in the
Financial Reporting category for
their series of investigative re-
ports on the conflict of interest
in the business dealings of then
ICICI Bank Managing Director
and CEO Chanda Kochhar’s fam-

16 STATE GOVT DEPARTMENTS WILL MAKE ALLOCATION FOR CHILDREN UNDER PLAN

After Kerala & Assam, Bihar to start special ‘child budget’

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 16

THE BIHAR government, which
faces criticism for malnutrition
among children, also highlighted
in the recent social audit of Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES )-af-
fected children, has now pre-
pared a standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) for child budgeting,
with special allocation of funds
for schemes related to children.

Kerala and Assam are the
only other states to have done a
similar budgeting.

With 16 state government
departments, in place of the pre-
vious eight, making allocation
for children, there would be de-
voted schemes, once the guide-

lines are implemented, for chil-
dren facing difficult circum-
stances such as child labour, dis-
abilities, those affected by
calamities and conflict, children
of sex workers, street children,
child trafficking, and child delin-
quents.

The child budgeting, being
prepared since 2013-14, has
guidelines ready for 2020-21
Budget, with 16 departments
now making allocation for
schemes for children. The
Budget will be made for child
survival, their health and nutri-
tion, education and develop-
ment, protection, and child par-
ticipation.

Under child protection,
there would be schemes for
children facing “difficult cir-
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EXPLAINED

Help for nearly half
state’s population

AS PER 2011 Census, 39 per cent of Bihar's population is
between the age group of 10 and 18, categorised as chil-
dren, and the population between age group of 0 and 18
years is 48 per cent. The state has 4.98 crore children,
which is 11 per cent of India’s total child population.

cumstances such as child
labour, children with disabili-
ties, children affected by
calamities and conflict, child
prostitutes, children of prosti-
tutes, street children, child traf-
ficking and child delinquents”,
according to the document on

SOP for child budgeting.

Under the head “child partic-
ipation” there will be schemes at
elementary and secondary
school levels on sports, debates
and seminars and other ex-
tracurricular activities.

Child budgeting would in-

clude state schemes, Centrally
sponsored schemes, Central sec-
tor schemes and established and
committed expenditure. Earlier,
eight departments — Art, Culture
and Youth, Backward Classes
and Extremely Backward Classes
Welfare, Education, Social
Welfare, Labour Resources,
Health, SC/ST Welfare and
Minority Welfare - made alloca-
tions for children welfare. Now,
another eight departments —
Rural Development, Public
Health Engineering, Disaster
Management, Panchayati Raj,
Planning and Development,
Environment, Forest And
Climate Change, Home and
Finance - will make allocation
under child budgeting, prepared
by state government, UNICEF

ily members with companies to
which ICICI Bank had loaned
hundreds of crores of rupees.
The three-part series was pub-
lished in March-April 2018.

Anuradha Mascarenhas won
the award in the Gender-Based
Reporting category for her report
on how locals in Araku Valley in
Andhra Pradesh were reaching
out to tribal women to ensure
zero maternal deaths. It was
published in July 2018.
Mascarenhas is sharing the
award with Ruby Sarkar of
Deshbandhu.

and the Asian Development
Research Institute.

Bihar Deputy CM and state
Finance Minister Sushil Kumar
Modi said: “The SOP will
strengthen planning and coordi-
nation process and clarify stake-
holders’ role and serve as a uni-
versal guidelines for all key
departments.... Between 2013-
14 and 2017-18, the state had
spent Rs 67,101.02 crore for those
between 0 and 18 years with an-
nual allocation increasing at
18.01 per cent and spending at
26.1 per cent”.

UNICEF’s Bihar chief Asadur
Rahman said, “The SOP contains
guidelines on inputs, expands
the horizon of contributing de-
partments and streamlines the
process.”

New Delhi
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Indian philosophy of
reincarnation takes us
to idea of basic morality,
says Justice Nariman

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

THE INDIAN philosophy of
reincarnation “takes us towards
the idea of basic morality” and
explains that one should be
compassionate to every living
being, Supreme Court judge
Rohinton Fali Nariman said on
Saturday.

Delivering a lecture on com-
parative religious perspectives on
reincarnation, Justice Nariman
said that out of six great philoso-
phers — Pythagoras, Plato,
Buddha, Mahavir, Confucius and
Lao Tzu — four “gave the
world the first theories of
reincarnation.”

Justice Nariman was speak-
ing as chief guest at the seventh
Dr LM Singhvi memorial lecture.
Former West Bengal Governor
and diplomat Gopal Krishna
Gandhi and L M Singhvi’s son,
senior advocate and Rajya Sabha
member Abhishek Singhvi, were
also present at the event, where
a coffee table book on the life of
Singhvi senior,  jurist,
Parliamentarian, scholar, writer
and diplomat, was released.

Displaying his eidetic mem-
ory, Justice Nariman quoted ef-
fortlessly from the Rig Veda, the
Old Testament and the Avesta.
He spoke on the idea of reincar-
nation in all religions.

Justice Nariman, ordained as
a Parsi priest from Bandra Agiary
in Mumbai, is an expert on com-
parative religions. “Speaking for
myself, Iwould prefer tobe born
as a dog in a dog lover’s house
than as a human being who has
to endure the suffering,” he said,

Justice RF Nariman

tying the karma theory with the
idea of reincarnation.

“One of the pitfalls of the the-
ory is that it does not take into
account the situations one is
placed in. It considers human
birth as the greatest. But being a
dogin a dog lover’s house and a
police dog that is chained and
perhaps beaten routinely are dif-
ferent situations,” he said.

Gopal Krishna Gandhi, who
chaired the panel, praised Justice
Nariman for his ability to speak
on the complex idea of reincar-
nation with ease, and “without
carrying even a shred of paper”
while doing so.

“I was told of great Justices
who could complicate a simple
thing so convincingly that we
would agree with them but to-
day we have seen a great judge
who could simplify a compli-
cated issue and have us agree
with him,” Gandhi said.

Gandhi concluded the dis-
cussion commenting upon the
“reincarnation of ideas,” on the
150th birth anniversary year of
Mahatma Gandhi. “Ideas are also
passed on from one generation
to another, and they do not die
with the person who created
them,” he said.

Cops: Woman found dead in
Punjab hotel was accused by
husband of abetting suicide

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MOHALI,NOVEMBER 16

THE WOMAN who allegedly
committed suicide on Friday in
a hotel room in Zirakpur, near
Chandigarh, was on Saturday
identified as Priyanka. The po-
lice said she was accused of
abetment to suicide by her late
husband, former Bihar DGP Ajit
Dutt’s son Neeraj, who had
committed suicide in his flat in
Gurgaon on October 9.

In his suicide note, Neeraj
had stated that Priyanka and her
friend, one Rajan Bhardwaj,
were “responsible” for his death.

Neeraj, 38, a businessman,
and Priyanka got married in

2017, the police said, adding
that she and Rajan were on the
run since Neeraj’s suicide.

According to police,
Priyanka and Rajan together
booked the room in Zirakpur
hotel a few days ago, and Rajan
left the hotel on Thursday, al-
legedly on work in Delhi. On
Friday, Rajan reportedly in-
formed the hotel staff that
Priyanka was not taking calls.
After failing to get a response,
the staff called the police, who
broke open the door and found
her hanging from the ceiling fan
in the room.

Priyanka’s family did not
lodge any complaint. The police
have initiated inquest proceed-
ings under Section 174 of CrPC.

Kerala schools ring
the bell to remind
students to drink water

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 16

SOME SCHOOLS in Kerala have
started ringing the bell not just
at the beginning and end of
classes but also to remind stu-
dents to drink water.

Director of Public Instruction
KJeevan Babu said, “We have re-
ceived information that some
schools have come up with the
idea of a water bell to remind
children to drink water. But so
far, the Education Department
has not decided on whether to
direct all schools to follow this.
The issue has two sides — one
side argues for drinking more
water and another says one
needs to drink water only when
thirsty. We have to analyse the
scenario before taking a
decision.”

St Joseph’s Upper Primary
School at Chelakkara in Thrissur
district has started ringing “wa-
ter bells” twice a day.

Headmistress Sheeba P D
said, “Students bring water from
home and it is also available in
school, but they are reluctant to
drink water. Health problems
such as urinary infection have
been reported among students
in the past and hence we started
telling them to drink more wa-
ter. We have noticed girls not
drinking enough water so that

“Health problems such as
urinary infection have
been reported among
students in the past and
hence we started telling
them to drink more water.
We have noticed girls not
drinking enough water so
that they don’t need togo
to the toilet.”

SHEEBAPD
HEADMISTRESS OF ST JOSEPH'S
UPPER PRIMARY SCHOOL

they don’t need to go to the
toilet.”

Physical Education teacher
and former national-level hand-
ball player Jenil John said they
came up with the idea of “water
bell” to ensure that children
drink an adequate quantity of
water. “The water bell rings
twice,at 11.15amand at 2.45 am.
Students have to compulsorily
drink water either from their
bottles or from the taps outside
classrooms. When a bell re-
minds them, they drink water,”
he said.

Jenil has submitted a pro-
posal in this regard to state
Education Minister Prof C
Raveendranath. “This idea was
debated in training sessions of
school teachers. This year, sev-
eral schools have implemented
water bells,” he said.
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PASWAN RELEASES REPORT ON 21 CITIES

Mumbai’s tap water best among
major cities, Delhi’s worst: BIS report

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

MUMBAI'S TAP water is the best
and Delhi’s worst among all
metros and major state capitals
in the country, according to a re-
port prepared by Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) that was
released on Saturday by Union
Minister of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
Ram Vilas Paswan.

Presenting the findings of the
report, BIS officials said that none
of the 11 water samples collected
from Delhi complied with the
bureau’s standards for drinking
water, dragging the national cap-
ital to the bottom of the list of 21
Indian cities surveyed. Delhi’s
water samples failed on 19 pa-
rameters, including odour, TDS,
PH, turbidity, colour, nitrate, am-
monia, chloride and aluminium.

The samples were taken
from 11 localities, including
Paswan’s official residence at 12
Janpath and Krishi Bhawan in
Lutyens’ Delhi, and areas such as
Nandnagari, Sonia Vihar,
Pitampura, Ashok Nagar and
Burari.

Addressing the media,
Paswan said, “All should get
clean drinking water and that is
the objective of this activity. The

R %
Ram Vilas Paswan at a press
conference in New Delhi. P11

objective is not to demotivate
anyone, rather to encourage
state governments to ensure
quality potable tap water to all
citizens,” he said.

Paswan also said that the
Union Government wants to
make BIS standards mandatory
for tap water so as to ensure
quality drinking water for all.
“Stringent action cannot be
taken as the quality standards for
piped water at present are not
mandatory. Once it becomes
(mandatory), we can take ac-
tion,” the minister said.

According to the report, all 10
samples drawn from Mumbai

BJP, Cong in war of
words over tribunal
order on Young Indian

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

A DAY after the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal upheld the
withdrawal of income tax ex-
emption granted to Young
Indian, an entity controlled by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and her family, Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on
Saturday said that after the
"Vadra model of development”,
the Young Indian organisation
was a "family model of develop-
ment".

He was reacting to the tri-
bunal's rejection of former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi's application to make
Young Indian a charitable trust.

Congress leader Randeep
Surjewala meanwhile said,
"What is subjudice need not be
commented upon. It may look
like a setback for certain news
channels, to certain news chan-
nels, but, I can assure you, the
majesty of law will prevail and
the truth out in the open is that
Young Indian is a not-for-profit
company and neither Mr Modi
nor his cronies can change this
inalienable truth.”

The tribunal said inits order,

KERALA

"No genuine activities have
been carried out by the assessee
either in furtherance of its ob-
jects or otherwise, which can be
held to be for charitable pur-
pose because one of the so-
called purpose of acquiring
Associated Journals Ltd [AJL]
was not carried out at all.”

"For the Congress, family
and commerce run hand in
hand, are integrally linked and
given a political colour. In 2010,
Young Indian Ltd was formed
and was exempted from in-
come tax. Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Suman Dubey and Sam
Pitroda were part of this com-
pany. ] L Nehru had started the
National Herald newspaper,
which stopped in 2008. Even af-
ter that, Rs 90 crore was given
to the paper, and government
property worth Rs 2,000 crore
was handed to it," Prasad said,
addressing the media.

The senior BJP leader added,
"We have no hesitation in hold-
ing that the entire transaction
of transferring the shares of AJL
to Young Indian was nothing
but, as held by the learned
court, a clandestine and surrep-
titious transfer of lucrative in-
terests in the premises to Young
Indian."

Event put off in view of
Hindu marriage, village to
mark Milad-un-Nabi today

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 16

MUSLIMS OF avillage in Kerala's
Kozhikode district will celebrate
Milad-un-Nabi, the birth an-
niversary of Prophet Muham-
mad, a week later, on Sunday, af-
ter having postponed the event
on its original date, November
10, as a friendly gesture to ac-
commodate and help smooth
conduct of aHinduwedding ata
house opposite the local
mosque.

The Jama Masjid at Edivetti
village, under Changaroth pan-
chayat of Kozhikode, sits right
across the house of Indira
Nambiar, whose daughter
Prathyusha, a post-graduate
student, got married last
Sunday.

Mahallu committee (local
committee) secretary N C
Abdurahiman said, RThe
Hindu family had already fixed
the wedding for November 10.
They did not realise it was
Milad-un-Nabi. Functions take
place through the day during a
marriage, and we would have
also conducted many cultural
events (on Milad-un-Nabi). We
decided to postpone the func-
tions at the mosque to avoid dis-
turbing the marriage function.”

Epapar H.ﬂ-&'ﬂ& Com

Indira Nambiar said they did
not imagine that the mosque
would postpone its functions for
her daughter's wedding. XThe
mahallu committee told us that
they were postponing their
event to November 17 to help us.
We did not make any such re-
quest. Many members of the
masjid came to our house to
bless my daughter that day,” she
said.

Abdurahiman said the
masjid has 120 Muslim families
under it and everyone in the
mahallu agreed to the friendly
gesture. "At a time when people
are clashing over religion, we
wanted to demonstrate our con-
cern for the
brethren in

TAKING STOCK

State capital No. of No. of Parametersin

samples| parameters| which the samples

failing | inwhich were failing

failing
Mumbai o0 |0 |-
Hyderabad 1/10 1 Phenolic Compounds
Raipur 5/10 3 |~ Aluminium, Total Alkalinity, Total Hardness
Thiruvanthapuram | 10/100 3 | Turbidity, Aluminium, Coliform
Delhi 1/ 19 | Odour, TDS, PH, Turbidity, Colour,
Total Hardness, Total Alkanity, Aluminium,

Source: BIS Manganese, Iron, Calcium, among others

were found to comply with the
standards. However, one or more

Lucknow, Jammu, Jaipur,
Dehradun, Chennai, Kolkata —

for testing as per Indian

Standard

10500:2012

Goa DGP Pranab
Nanda dies at 57

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 16

GOA DGP Pranab Nanda died of
a massive cardiac arrest late
Friday night. The 1988-batch IPS
officer was 57.

According to Goa Police DIG

Jaspal Singh, DGP Nanda was on

avisit to Delhi when he suffered
the cardiac arrest and died.
Earlier in the day, Nanda at-
tended a meeting with the chief
secretary and chaired another
meeting on meritorious medals
to be given to officers of the state
cadre. After reaching Delhi, he
had called the officers at 9.30 pm
to take stock of the day.

The state police were officially
informed at 1 am by the DGP’s
wife Sundari Nanda. “It’s too
shocking. Madam called us toin-
form of the news. It’s something
we are all still to understand. We
have lost our chief,” Singh said.

samples did not comply with the
requirements in six state capitals
— Hyderabad, Bhubaneshwar,
Ranchi, Raipur, Amaravati and
Shimla.

The sample in Hyderabad
failed in one parameter ‘pheno-
lic compounds’ and
Bhubaneswar in ‘Chloramines’,
while Chandigarh in two param-
eters — ‘Aluminium and
Coliform’.

Moreover, none of the sam-
ples drawn from 13 state capitals
— Chandigarh, Thiruvanantha-
puram, Patna, Bhopal, Guwahati,

complied with the BIS standards.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, BIS decided
to undertake a study of the qual-
ity of piped drinking water be-
ing supplied in the country in
view of the objectives of the
Prime Minister’s Jal Jeevan
Mission.

“In the first phase, samples
of drinking water were drawn
from various locations across
Delhi, and in the second phase,
samples were drawn from 20

(Specification for Drinking
Water)”, it stated.

“In the third phase, samples
from Capital cities of
Northeastern states and Smart
Cities identified by the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
have been drawn and are under
tests. The results of these are ex-
pected by January 15, 2020. In
the fourth phase, it is proposed
to test samples drawn from all
the district headquarters of the
country and their testing is
planned to be completed by
August 15, 2020,” the ministry

Bengaluru, Gandhinagar, other state capitals, and sent

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY, UTTARAKHAND

Temporary Campus- Govt. I.T.l., Srinagar Garhwal
Contact: 01346-257404, 257422 (O), 01346-251095 (Tele Fax)
Website: www.nituk.ac.in, e-mail:nituttarakhand @ gmail.com

Advt. No.—12/Ph.D./2019
National Instituie of Technology, Uffarakhand is an|
autonomous Institute under the Ministry of HRD,
Government of India. The Institute invites applications for
the Ph. D. Programme in various Departments and under
“Visvesvaraya PhD scheme” for Even Semester-2020.
Application form and supplementary information can be
downloaded from the Institute website www.nituk.ac.in.
Last date for submission of completed application form to
the Institute is 09th Dec. 2019 by 5:00 PM.

Date: 17.11.2019

Registrar

REAL ESTATE REGULATORY

AUTHORITY FOR NCT OF DELHI
VACANCY NOTICE

The Real Estate Regulatory Autharity for NCT of
Delhi intends to engage the services of one

Adjudicating Officer on Short Term Contract (STC)
basis, The terms and conditions of appointmeant
and procedure for submitting application may
be seen at https:/irera.delhi.gov.in/careers. The

last date for receipt of application is 13.12.2019
(23.59pm).

e TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
i':ﬁﬁ OFFICE OF THE TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER,
s HARYANA

30 Bays Building, 2nd Floor, Sector-17,
Chandigarh-160017
E-mail: stcharyana@hry.nic.in, Web: www.haryanatransport.gov.in

Ph. 0172-2784359, Fax: 0172-2700510
PUBLIC NOTICE

All concerned are informed that as per Rule 104 of
CMVR, 1989 the eligibility criteria for the fitment of retro
reflective tapes, rear marking plates and circular reflectors to
the Transport Vehicles in the State is available on the website
of the Department (www.haryanatransport.gov.in).

All the manufacturers and their subsidiaries as well as
Authorised Distributors/ Dealers of retro reflective tapes, rear
marking plates and circular reflectors having the type
approval certificate from authorized testing agencies
approved by the Government of India will submit the follow-
ing details to the Transport Commissioner for communication
of the same to all the Registering Authorities in the State:-

a. Name of the Manufacturers and their subsidiaries/
Authorised Distributors/ Dealers.

b. Name of the authorized testing agency.

c. Type Approval Certificate with number and date along
with its date of validity.

d. Maximum rates per meter including fitment charges.

These manufacturer(s) and their subsidiaries as well as
Authorised Distributors/ Dealers having type approval certifi-
cate will affix the retro reflective tapes, rear marking plates
and circular reflectors as per prescribed specifications and
issue a fitment certificate thereof mentioning therein the
Vehicle Registration Number, Name of the Manufacturers
and their Subsidiaries/ Authorised Distributors/ Dealers, Type
approval certificate number along with name of the Testing
Agency and number and date of the receipt for fee charged.

Sd/- Transport Commissioner,
Haryana.

79203/HRY

another com-
munity. We
could have
conducted the
cultural

evening last
Sunday to
mark Milad-
un-Nabi, but
that would
have caused 1
nuisance for
the mar-
riage...as the
house is just

in front of the
mosque," he
said.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY,

GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH,
Room No. 104, Bapu Bhawan, Vidhan Shabha Marg,

Department of Energy, Government of Uttar Pradesh
invites application for the following post:-

Director (Technical)

Details can be seen and downloaded from www.uppcl.org

U@ 372— .9, /9MEhRIA./2019-10-S1.9./96

Lucknow (UP) 226001, India

Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Ltd. Varanasi

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY (ENERGY),
GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH.

“He was a very welfare-ori-
ented officer. Soon after he took
over, most of the important
meetings were towards that di-
rection. He was also pursuing
files on promotions of the cadre

" g
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and administration.
It’s very rare to have an officer
who is task-oriented and wel-
fare-oriented,” added Singh.
Nanda came to Goa in
February as the new DGP. He
previously held positions in the
MHA and was known to be ady-
namic leader. In Goa he was
known as a “tough task master”.
Chief Minister Pramod Saw-
ant tweeted, “Shocked and sad-
dened by the untimely demise of
ShriPranab Nanda (IPS), DGP, Goa.
My deepest sympathies to his
family members. May God com-
fort them in this hour of grief.”
Additional PRO of Delhi
Police, Anil Mittal, said, “Nanda
served as DCP (New Delhi) and
DCP Security (PM) in Delhi. The
lastrites will be held at 10.30 am
Sunday at the Lodhi Road elec-
tric crematorium.”

Pranab
Nanda

J&K Police
arrests five
in Baramulla

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 16

JAMMU AND Kashmir Police on
Saturday said that they have ar-
rested five persons in two sepa-
rate incidents in Kashmir's
Baramulla district.

A police spokesperson said
that police in Baramulla's Sopore
arrested three persons "involved
in threatening and intimidating
of locals in the area". The three
have been identified as Hilal
Ahmad, Sahil Nazir both and
Peerzada Mohammad, all resi-
dents of Sopore.

"Incriminating materials in-
cluding threatening posters were
recovered from their possession.
Initial investigation into the mat-
ter reveals that these individuals
were involved in publishing and
circulation of threatening posters
of proscribed terror outfit LeT in
Sopore area,” the police said.

Ina separate incident, officers
at a checkpoint established at
Kupwara bypass crossing inter-
cepted arrested two militant "as-
sociates"”, identified as Ulfat
Bashir Mir and Aijaz Ahmad Bhat.

50 students ill after midday meal in Odisha

Jajpur: As many as 50 students of
two government schools in
Odisha's Jajpur were takenill af-
ter consuming mid-day meal on
Saturday;, officials said.

The firstincident occurred at

under Haridaspur panchayat of
Dharmasala block, they said.
About 40 students were vomit-
ing and complaining of stomach
pain after consuming the meal,
an official said. In another inci-

Mangarajpur Nodal School were
rushed to the CHC with similar
complaints, the official said. All
the students were discharged af-
ter preliminary treatment, Dha-
rmasala block education officer

stated. Sibantpur Upper Primary School ~ dent, 10 students of Bamphu  Prafulla Kumar Behera said. PTI
e st I 13 Circle Office: Biharsharif, Nalanda, Bihar- 803101
punjab national bank JEEEEEH IR QIR @l ToETI R (o o144
: Ban a e Punja 5 € oecuriisation and Reconstruction of Financia
Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 read with the Security Interes
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/q
to repay the amount as mentioned against each account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of the said notice(s)
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken Symbolic possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of Section

13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 21st day of August of the year 2019.

The borrower’s /guarantor’s /mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect of timg
available to redeem the secured assets

The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with thg
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

SI.] Name of the Name of the |Name ofthegl Description of the property mortgaged Date of AmtOls as Name

No. Branch account Borrower Demand on the date of the

(Owner notice/ of demand | Authorised
of the Possession notice Officer
property) | Notice r

T.| MAHAPUR |MIsBharat | SrniJagdish| 1. Hypothecation of 1iX & furniture, prant & 25.00.2019/ 3 S ANUD |
entudyog Yadav machinery, stocks and entire asset lying atunit] 11.11.2019 | 2069706.82 Kumar
Proprietor: Aryan 2.EM of property covered under sale deed no as on Saha
Raj 9795 dated 31.07.2009, Khata No.-23,Survey 12.03.2019
S/o- Kapil plot no.-872-873, Thana No.-434, Area -23 + intt. From
DevPrasad decimal located at Mauja — kharatdist-nawada 01.10.2018 &
Vill-Bhauliyatand, in the name of JagdishYadav S/O-Lats other charges
Po-Purainee, SukarYadav. Boundary: N-Dindayal Yadav if any
Dist- Nawada S-Dashrath  Manjhi/road, E-Umrawyadav,

| W-Saiyad Anwar Mahrum. !

2. SHAHPUR | M/s- Aditya osmt Manita] 1.Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant 30.07.2019/ < SriAnup '
food and agro Priya machinery, stocks and entire asset lying at unit} 11.11.2019 ] 21,86,966.68 Kumar
industries 2.EM of land and building in the name o as on Saha
Proprietor- Smt Manita Priya W/o-Rajeev Kumar having 31.12.2018
SmtManitaPriya Area-3.0 Decimal. Mauza-Koachgaon, Thang + intt. From
W/o-Rajeev Kumar no.-484, Khata no-562, Khesra no.-4079 01.01.2019 &
Vill-Koachgawn, plot no-872, Tauzi no.-5369. Dist.- Nawadah other charges
Po — Koachgawn Boundary: N- Bhole Singh, S-Rasta, E-Umesh if any
Dist—-Nawada Singh, W-Naresh Singh.

805108
3.] CHANDINU- | M/s- Yashpal Rice] Sri Jagdish | 1.Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant & 16.07.2019/ 3 Sri Anup
WAN Mill Singh & | machinery, stocks and entire asset lying at unit} 11.11.2019 | 27,96,544.28 Kumar
Proprietor - Ramashish | 2.EM of land and building in the name of Sr| as on Saha
Yashpal Sharma Singh Jagdish Singh &Ramashish Singh S/o-Balded 12.07.2019
S/o-Jagdish Singh Singh having Area-6.0 Decimal. Mauza; + intt. From
Vill-Chandinuwan, Chandinuwan, Thana no.-519, khata no-108 29.05.2019 &
Po — Kashichak plot no-1801. Dist. - Nawadah. Boundary: N- other charges
Dist -Nawada Ramanand Singh, S-Gali Then Naval Singh if any
E-Mukesh Singh, W-P.C.C road.

4.} BIHARSHARIF} M/s Rajnish Sri 1.Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant & 04.12.2018/ 3 Sri Ratnakag
family hotel Vishnudeo | machinery, stocks and entire asset lying at unit] 13.11.2019| 35,37,191.00 Jha
Proprietor: Sri Prasad |2.EM of property covered under sale deed as on
Rajnish Kumar no. 7671 dated 19.06.2010, Khata No. 30.11.2018
S/o- Vishnudeo 238, Khesra No0.1498, Thana No.-10, Ared + intt. From
Prasad -10.93decimal located at Mauja — Rampug 01.01.2016 &

Mohalla- Baignabad Ps-biharsharif. Boundary: N-12 other charges
Gaurgarh,Near wide road, S-Thakurimahto, E-Suresh prasad if any
NCC office, W-Bulbul singh.

Biharsharif

Dist- Nalanda

803101 |

5. CHANDI Smt. Pinki Devi Smt Pinki | EM of land and building sale deed no.-5063 dt] 30.07.2019/ 3 Sri Ratnaka
W/o- Nunu Prasad Devi 06.07.2016 in the name of SmtPinki Devi W/o4 13.11.2019| 2734879.76 Jha
Vill: - Madhopur Sri Nunnu Prasad having Area-3.125 Decimal as on
Garh, P.o- Mauza-Madhopur, Thana no.-234, khata no:; 30.06.2019
Madhopur 281,plot no-3674, Dist. - Nalanda.Boundary + intt. From
Dist.:-Nalanda N- Late Dasrath Pd. Singh, S-Haja Rast3 01.06.2019 &

803108 14feet, E-Haja Neez Vikreta, W-Pand Bandhy other charges
| Gramin Sadak. if any

6. ] KHIRUBIGHA | M/s Rashmi Sri Shiv | 1. Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant & 20.08.2019/ 3 Sri Ratnaka
Electricals Narayan | machinery, stocks and entire asset lying atunit} 13.11.2019| 08,18,975.78 Jha
Proprietor: Singh 2. EM of property covered under deed no.1133 as on
Devendra Prasad dated 09.03.2005, plot no.2415,2417,2418 20.08.2019
Singh, S/o-Shiv khata no 582, thana number-177,area-3.67 + intt. From
Narayan Singh decimal located at Mohalla-Telitola, Warg 01.05.2019 &
Mohalla-Telitola, no 08, P.o-Hilsa, P.s-Hilsa, Dist-Nalanda in other charges
ward no-08 name of Sri Shiv Narayan Singh S/o- Sri Lats if any
P.o -Hilsa, Jamuna Singh. Boundary: N- mahabir Saw
Distt-Nalanda S-Chandeshwar Saw, E-Sita Ram Yadav,

W-10ft lane.
7. | BHAGALPUR | M/s Rajhans Smt 1. Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant & 20.08.2019/ 3 Sri Ashwini

CITY Medical Hall Poonam | machinery, stocks and entire asset lying at unit} 14.11.2019| 17,74,788.26 Kumar
Proprietor: Rajhans || 2.EM of property covered under deed no.10287 as on Sharma
Poonam Rajhans dated 01.10.2015, Holding no-38(part), khatg 20.08.2019
W/o-Mukesh no 708, khesra no-574 &576(part), area: + intt. From
Rajhans 1.65 decimal located at Mauza-Kaushik nath 01.04.2019 &
Vill-Abirmishra Jha lane, Ward no 06, P.s-Nathnagar, Dist; other charges
lane, PS- Bhagalpur in name of SmtPoonam raj hansh if any
Champanagar W/o- Mukesh Raj hansh. Boundary: N- 10}
Dist- Bhagalpur- wide road S- late Satyanarayan Mishra §
812004 | other, E-mauzilal Jha college, W-Dilipjha.

8. PIPARIYA | M/s Ons Cattle Smt 1. Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant & 03.08.2019/ 3 Sri Ashwini
Food Industries Kanchan | machinery, stocks and entire asset lying at unit} 15.11.2019 | 14,65,609.40 Kumar
Proprietor: Smt Kumari | 2.EM of property covered under sale deed as on Sharma
Kanchan Kumari no.2299 dt. 28.06.2017 in the name o 31.12.2018
W/o- Krishna KanchanKumari having area-3.625 decimel + intt. From
Kumar, At- Walipur, located at Mauza :-garhibishanpur, Khatg 01.01.2019 &

P.o-Walipur, No.-310, Khasra No.-60, Thana No.-14 other charges
P.s- Piparia, Dist.— Tauzi no-5920. Dist-lakhisarai. Boundary if any
Lakhisarai 811311 N-Hall purchaser smtNutan Devi, S-Nijj

| E-Laxmikantjha, W-Road and school boundary, i

9. BIND M/s Lavkush Smt Sunokal 1. Hypothecation of fix & furniture, plant & 28.01.2019/| 3 Sri Ratnakay
Khad Bhandar Devi machinery, stocks and entire asset lying at unit} 15.11.2019| 10,47,503.50 Jha
Proprietor: 2.EM of property covered under sale deed no as on
Vijendra yadav 5195 , Khata No.-10,35, Khasra No.314,315 30.06.2016
S/o- Sita ram Thana No.-203, Area -4.68 decimal located a + intt. From
yadav, Mauja —Madanchak in the name of sunokadevi 01.07.2016 &
Vill-Madanchak, Boundary: N-Bindeshwar Yadav and Ramotag other charges
Po-Sakhsohra, Yadav, S-Nageshwar Yadav, E-Chalitar Yadav if any
Ps- Bind, Dist- W-Anandi Yadav & Nageshwar Yadav
Nalanda

Place : Biharsharif Authorised Officer

Date : 16.11.2019 For Punjab National Bank, Circle Office, Biharsharif

New Delhi
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WHY DUSHYANT CHAUTALA

We have huge job
opportunities, and if we

get /5% share... Have you
seen Haryana state taxis?

The drivers are not from
Haryana. Why can't we
train children to become

drivers? Where will Uber

and Ola go then?”

MANRA] GREWALSHARMA: The 10
seats that you won in the Haryana
Assembly elections were ona
mandate against the BJP. By allying
with the party, haven’t you betrayed
those who voted for you?

The mandate was not only against the
BJP but the Congress too. Going with the
Congress or the BJP... It was the same call
for us. Our agenda was to establish a sta-
ble government in the state. With the
Congress, we could not have made a sta-
ble government because they did not have
the numbers. We would have been short
by five (MLAs).

We have agreed on a Common
Minimum Programme with the BJP, and a
committee with two MLAs, one fromeach
party, has been set up forit... Our priority is
75 per cent reservation in private jobs. A
Bill shall be introduced in the next Vidhan
Sabha session. Before that, my target is to
get it passed through the Cabinet as an or-
dinance so that we can have 75 per cent
employment in every corner of the state.

MANRA] GREWALSHARMA: Thereisa
lot of anger amongst youngsters
about the lack of jobs.

Apart from Tripura, which is a very
small state, we (Haryana) have the largest
number of unemployed (people). I have
mooted 75 per cent quota forlocals in jobs
inthe state. Unemploymentis also impact-
ing the Goods and Services Tax returns.
Nobody has ever reported a story on rev-
enue losses due to the GST. It is because the
GST is collected at the base where (the
product)is consumed and not at the place
where it is produced. Today, most of the
GST collection is from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra, but the net losers are
Haryana, Punjab and states such as Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand, which are
producing more than they are consuming,
If we do not create employment within the
state, consumption will not be much. If
someone from outside finds employment
inHaryana, they take revenue back to their
state, and the consumption will happen
there. Itis thisloss (of revenue) that we are
facing. Our state is facing a crisis of more
thanRs 1,500 crore perannum — these are
my own figures and not the government’s.
Recovery will happen when we begin
to employ people of our own state in pri-
vate companies.

VARINDER BHATIA: Can you elaborate
on the Common Minimum
Programme agreed upon between the
Jannayak Janata Party and the BJP?

[ have analysed the BJP’s manifesto,
and about 60 per cent of the points are
common with our manifesto. We will
have people from the manifesto commit-
tee and bureaucracy implement the poli-
cies as soon as possible. We have to
analyse and get the best results out of both
manifestos. There are things in the BJP
manifesto which can be worked out with
the JJP manifesto. One of their pointsis to
increase (old-age) pension. We want it to
be Rs 5,100. So we have to come to a mu-
tual conclusion over the amount.

WhenIanalysed the (plan to)increase
salaries of sarpanch and zila parishad
members, from Rs 3,000 toRs 8,000, and
Rs 1,600 to Rs 4,000, respectively, it
showed a budget increase of Rs 70 crore
per annum and that is not a big number
for the government. The government can
spend the amount to streamline the pan-
chayati raj system. A sarpanch spends
Rs 3,000 on one day’s travel to
Chandigarh, because there are four tolls
on the way. There is expenditure on fuel
and food. How can he travel twice or
thrice a month to Chandigarh on a salary
of Rs 3,0007? A policy change is needed.
We have to work on the idea.

VARINDER BHATIA: How will you
generate funds for providing pension
of Rs 5,100 per month?

We have to see... If we ensure 75 per
cent reservation in employment for our
own people, our consumption will in-
crease, and our budget will also increase
by approximately Rs 9,000 crore through
GST collection. Taking some Rs 800 (crore)
out of the Rs 9,000 crore is what? It’s not
even 10 per cent. Can’t we invest that 10
per cent into development of people who
require help, especially people who arein
their old age.

CHAHAT RANA: In the Common
Minimum Programme, what do you
have for women of the state?

Our agenda is to provide support for
mothers and their children. If you
streamline the system and deposit an X
amount into the account of mothers, I
think it will become much easier for
them to pay for the education of their
children and other facilities, instead of
running around departments (to get the
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The 31-year-old Dushyant
Chautala led the 11-month-
old Jannayak Janata Party to
victory in 10 seats in the
Haryana Assembly elections
recently, and showed political
astuteness by allying with the
BJP and securing the post of
Deputy Chief Minister for
himself. With his win from
Hisar Lok Sabha seat last
time, he had become the

‘PM said things against Nitish... I was called monkey.
These are political statements... not a commitment’

Deputy CM Dushyant Chautala talks about allying with BJP “for a stable govt”, asserts BJP-]JP will “work together strongly” till next polls,
dismisses fears of BJP finishing smaller parties like his, and says reserving 75% jobs for Haryana’s youth is way to boost state’s economy

youngest MP ever. Last year,
the Uchana Kalan MLA split
from his family-run Indian
National Lok Dal and formed
the JJP. Recently, Chautala
told the Assembly that the
state government would
bring a Bill in the next session
of the House to provide 75%
reservation for Haryana
residents — one of the JJP’s
main poll promises

“Yes, paddy husk is
burnt... We haven'’t taken
steps to reuse the waste.
(Waste to energy) power
plants have been set up in
Punjab, Rajasthan. We
need it in Haryana. There

has to be a policy change

Haryana Deputy CM Dushyant Chautala with Resident Editor (Punjab, Haryana & Himachal Pradesh) Manraj Grewal Sharma in The Indian Express newsroom in Chandigarh. jaipal Singh

money). As an MP, | have seen mothers
seek funds for treatment of their chil-
dren, or for their admissions, and com-
plain about running between depart-
ments. Streamlining the system will help
everybody. The biggest issue for a
mother, till her children are 15 years of
age, is to find ways to support them. And,
if itis a single mother, the burden on her
isdouble.

KANCHAN VASDEV: You sought votes
promising to bring about change.
What is that change in Haryana now?

[ am in power as the Deputy Chief
Minister of Haryana. Isn’t that a change?

SOFI AHSAN: But you proposed a new
system and joined the old one...

[ will continue to fight against issues
such as the medical scam (alleged wrong-
doings in the purchase of medicines,
equipment etc). People voted for us,
against the Congress and BJP. There has
been corruptionin the past five years.Ican
assure you that there will be action taken
against those involved in the SC/ST schol-
arship scam, mining scam, the medical
scam... There has to be change in the way
things are run... We will work together.

MANRA] GREWALSHARMA: In
Haryana, whenever a coalition
government has been in power, the
bigger party eats into the smaller
party. Do you fear that?

If you see what happened earlier,
when Bansi Lalji (of the Haryana Vikas
Party) and the BJP were in alliance or
when (Om Prakash) Chautalaji and the
BJP were in alliance... the BJP, which was
a minor partner in the alliance with the
INLD and Bansi Lalji, is a major partner to-
day. They came to power with full major-
ity in 2014.

It has been a challenge for us because
we had to create the party in December
2018, get it registered in April and then we
had to face three elections, including the
bypolls. But see the increase in the peo-
ple’s support. In the Lok Sabha elections,
we got about 6 per cent of the votes and
today we are at15 per cent. We had eight
lakh votes and now we have 18 lakh.
People have supported us to bring change
and development in the state. Who knows
whatwill happenin 2024 but I assure you
that we (the BJP and JJP) will work to-
gether strongly till the next elections. We
will focus on generating more employ-
ment; more industries have to come in...
The number of mobile companies in India
has increased from four to 260, but how
much of this has come to Haryana? Zero.
We need to get Apple, Samsung and other

such firms. They can ensure large-scale
employment.

VARINDER BHATIA: You said that
action will be taken against the
corrupt, but your own family
members have been convicted in
corruption cases.

You need to define what corruptionis.
The case against my father... according to
the High Court judgment... it is very clear
that zero money was involved and no rel-
ative or party worker was given employ-
ment. Where is the corruption? There
were two lists and nobody can prove
which was original and which was not.
The 3,206 JBT (Junior Basic Training)
teachers were employed in 2000 and to-
day itis 2019. They have done 19 years of
government service and are still there.
How canyou call it corruption? It's not like
Bihar or Uttar Pradesh where people went
out of jobs and were thrown behind bars.
There was a huge chunk of money in-
volved. In the case of my father, | can make
itvery clear that he was not even a part of
the state government. He was put behind
bars because of aword that was putin the
chargesheet — ‘Bhai Sahab’.

VANDANA SHARMA: What is your
stand on the cases registered against
Jats for violence during the 2016
quota agitation?

There was a statement issued by the
BJP government that those cases will be
taken back. We will work onitand I guar-
antee that some steps will be taken. But I
think the matter is sub-judice and in the
high court for now. It is too early to pre-
dict what will happen.

VARINDER BHATIA: During the
campaign, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah called the Hooda and Chautala

families ‘termites of democracy’.
After the alliance, you went and
presented him a bouquet.

Political statements were also made by
the Prime Minister against Nitish Kumar...
Iwas also called amonkey during the cam-
paign. These are just political statements.

MAN AMAN SINGH CHINNA: So all
such statements should be taken with
apinch of salt in the future?

Itis nota political commitment...it'sa
political statement. If I start picking state-
ments made by people in the Congress, or
people who are supporting the Congress...
or anti-BJP statements made by people
who are now in the BJP and were earlier in
the Congress... You can’t do politics like
that. You need to have a large heart and
forgive and forget in order to move for-
ward for the development of people. That
is the main idea.

SOFI AHSAN: Stubble burning in
Haryana and Punjab has been blamed
for the pollution in Delhi. How do you
plan to tackle this?

The cases (in Haryana) have not been
registered by officers, but through satel-
lite mapping — as per my information.
Yes, paddy husk is burnt... In the last
decade we haven’t taken steps to reuse
the waste. There have been power plants
made in Punjab and Rajasthan. There is
one power plant right next to my village,
Chautala, which is in Rajasthan. It has a
capacity of 3 MW and produces power
out of agricultural waste — paddy, wheat
or of any other crop. We need to set up
the same in Haryana. The government
has already approved one such plant in
Panipat. But that is not enough. We need
to expedite the process, there hastobe a
policy change. We need to build more
waste-to-energy plants.

“Economic slowdown
needs drastic steps. The
Centre has taken one or
two steps but they need
to do more. We need
foreign investment... We
have a young economy...
we can fill the gap China
and US have failed to

Decomposer is another thing. There is
technology being created in HAU
(Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University)...I have asked for
a full report. They have built a dome
where agricultural waste is put...and the
fuel produced canreplace LPG, and can be
supplied to one full village with a popu-
lation of 5,000 people. If we can do that at
acostof Rs 15 lakh per village, people can
convert waste to energy in their own vil-
lage. This harks back to Gandhiji’s idea of
a nation of self-sufficient villages.

NITIN SHARMA: In its previous tenure,
the BJP government faced flak for pro-
posing a tax on the income of profes-
sional players.

[ will not dwell on what happened in
the past. [ know that we (Haryana) ensure
one-third of the country’s medals. The
2020 Olympicsis round the corner, ouridea
is to provide the best facilities at any ex-
pense to all those who are participating.
We have wrestlers who have already qual-
ified. We have a boxer also. We need facil-
ities and we need international-level train-
ing. We were never in competitionin table
tennis... We never won any medal in the
Asian Games (in the sport). But now we
have won three medals in the Asian
Games... Winning three medals in the
Asian Games is equivalent to winning three
medals in the Olympics because most of
the countries participating in table tennis at
the Olympics are Asian anyway. We don’t
have facilities for fencing in Haryana.l went
for the Run for Unity at the Tau Devi Lal
Stadium in Gurgaon and a group of five girls
came up to me for a selfie. They informed
me that they do gymnastics and that they
don’t have indoor facilities. This needs to
be developed in the next five years. We
have the capability but we also need to pro-
vide adequate facilities.

During the elections, I got worried
when I noticed that most of the counting
booths were on sports grounds, which
had been closed for six months — from
the Lok Sabha to the Vidhan Sabha elec-
tions. We need to make sure that at least
athletes get to access these stadiums.

HINA ROHTAKI: According to you,
which area needs immediate
attention in the state?

It's unemployment. That will be my
prime focus. I will work 24/7 on this. We
have huge employment opportunities in
the state, and if we get 75 per cent share in
that... So I shall work towards that. Have
you seen the Haryana government taxis
in the state? The drivers are not from
Haryana. Why don’'t we employ
Haryanvis? Why can’t we give our chil-
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dren training to become professional driv-
ers? Where will Uber and Ola go then?
They will have to hire our own people.

JAGDEEP SINGH: What do you think is
the reason for the economic
slowdown?

[ have witnessed economic slow-
down for the second time in my life. The
first time was when I was in college in
the US... have seen my batchmates, who
drove Hummers, switch to cycles in a pe-
riod of nine months. That kind of slow-
down needs drastic steps. The Central
government has taken one or two steps
but they need to do more. We need for-
eign investment. We have a young econ-
omy... We can fill the gap that China and
US have failed to fill because they have
an ageing population.

SAURABH PRASHAR: The quality of
education in the state is also not very
good. Do you plan to focus on that?

[ promise you that in the next Budget
the GDP share for education will be brought
up to the level of BRICS countries such as
Brazil. We have invested only 1.4 per cent
of our GDPin education. Brazil invests about
4.8 per cent and China 6 per cent.

We also need to focus onresearch. Not
one university (in Haryana) has a patent.
was talking to the CM the other day... Why
do the IITs and IIMs survive? Their research
brings in funds. We invest so much into
our universities but what do we get back?
There is one university, HAU, which used to
give something back because it had dairy,
horticulture and agriculture... But Mr (for-
mer CM Bhupinder) Hooda took out vet-
erinary section from agriculture... When
the BJP came to power at the Centre, they
announced a horticulture university.
However, instead of inaugurating another
university, they just separated the horti-
culture department of HAU to make anin-
dependent university. Now only agricul-
ture is left with HAU, which too is only
limited to paddy and rice... We have to take
steps to merge these universities and make
research the prime focus. I will work with
the CM for that. We don’t have to pay two
vice-chancellors to run one institution.

MANRA] GREWAL SHARMA: What is
your vision for the farmer?

We need to change the crop cycle and
work with Israel on vertical farming. | went
to Singapore as part of a government del-
egation and saw it has tomatoes growing
at 20 feet through the year. I have tried it at
my house where we have grown tomatoes
under solar panels. We need to educate
farmers instead of just providing subsidies
and saying that we have done our duty.
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N OCTOBER 29, at the annual
pre-Diwali bash at his sprawl-
ing official residence Varshain
Mumbai’s Malabar Hill,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis exuded confidence in the
BJP-Shiv Sena combine returning to power. The
BJP had notdone as well asithad hoped to, in-
creasing its dependence on the Sena. Still,
Fadnavis appeared confident that he would be
the Chief Minister again, for the full five years.
There were questions, but he brushed them
aside, saying the BJP had made no commit-
ment on sharing the top post with the Sena.

Sixteen kilometres away, at the two-
storey Thackeray headquarters of Matoshree,
the statement triggered alarm bells. Going
by the Sena’s side of the story, it was at this
very bungalow, on February 18, that BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah had acceded to the demand
of sharing the CM'’s post with the Sena, in the
push for a saffron alliance ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections.

The seam held fast for two elections —
Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha — over eight
months. Till came that blunt denial by
Fadnavis, dealing a blow to the delicately
poised Mahayuti (Grand Alliance).

“lam saddened that, for the first time ever,
someone has accused me, a Thackeray, of
being a liar,” Sena ‘Pramukh’ Uddhav, a nor-
mally circumspect man, shot backinan emo-
tional outburst. Soon, the Sena had opened
channels with traditional political opponents
Congress and Nationalist Congress Party.

The happiest perhaps were Shiv Sena
cadres. While the BJP and Sena had fought
polls as allies, on the ground the tussle had
been bitter, with rejected aspirants from both
sides contesting as Independents and cadres
refusing to canvass for each other. The BJP
had also done little to dash persistent ru-
mours that it was pushing for full majority
on its own — buoyed by the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, giving it 23 seats out of 48.

In the 30-year history of the two parties,
the BJP had already stolen a march in the con-
test for space of the senior partner, getting
this time 164 seats of the 288 as its share, to
the Sena’s 124. The “50:50” power-sharing
deal had hence been the sweetener.

At first, Uddhav's statement that the Sena
was now keeping all its options open was
thought to be posturing by the party, for bet-
ter ministerial portfolios. With 105 MLAs, the
BJP fell short of the half-way mark by 40. “We
believed that the Sena insistence on the CM’s
postwas just a tactic to have greater say in gov-
ernment functioning,” a senior BJPleader says.

However, within the Sena, Fadnavis’s uni-
lateral declaration hit an already throbbing
nerve. The party that was born of a nativist
agenda had initially yoked itself to the BJP’s
Hindutva politics to spread its influence
beyond then Bombay. Over the years though,
it is the BJP that gained more, successfully
mixing religion with nationalism after the
initial support from the Sena.

This realisation within the Sena has coin-
cided recently with the emergence of 29-year-
old Aaditya as the party’s face. The poetry-
writing young Sainik has sought to project
himself as a woke leader, championing so-
cially progressive issues. His pet projects, such
as improving the night life of Mumbai and
promoting fitness, would have once been seen
as alien to the Sena’s ethos. The 2018 plastic
ban in the state was his brainchild, as well as
the Sena decision to end its virulent opposi-
tion to Valentine’s Day. Aaditya also took the
lead in the recent protests over tree-felling for
the Metro project in Aarey area of Mumbai,
ignoring the BJP’s complaints.

Within the party, the 29-year-old has
faced little resistance. This is despite being
seen as only a pale imitation of his grandfa-
ther, with a social circle that comprises
mostly non-Marathi speakers. In January
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Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray with son and MLA Aaditya at the music launch of the film Thackeray in Mumbai. Pradip Das

Waiting in the wings

Ties with BJP have been strained. But is that what explains the Shiv Sena going for broke in Maharashtra?
Oris it part of the churning within the party, seeking to expand its base and in midst of a generation
change, seven years after Bal Thackeray’s death? VISHWAS WAGHMODE, SHUBHANGI KHAPRE &
ZEESHAN SHAIKH report on a new Maharashtra power balance

BJP, SENA: CHANGING EQUATIONS

2014, one of the Sena’s most senior leaders
and a former MP, Chandrkant Khaire, was
clicked in public touching Aaditya’s feet.

In the 2012 Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls, Aaditya was the
Sena’s star campaigner.In 2014, he satinas fa-
ther Uddhav held coalition talks with the BJP
for the Lok Sabha polls, ignoring sarcastic
voices about him not being old enough to even
contest for Parliament yet. In the 2019
Assembly elections, Aaditya went one step fur-
ther and took the electoral plunge. Aaditya thus
became the first Thackeray to contest any elec-
tion, sealing the fact that this was a new Sena.

The grooming of the young Thackeray fits
in with the strong self-preservation streak of
the family. The Thackerays have had bitter ex-
perience with conceding power to others
within the Sena, including Manohar Joshi who
became the party’s first CM, only to be uncer-
emoniously replaced with Narayan Rane. The
ambitious Rane, in turn, broke away from the
Sena following differences with Uddhav.
Given the BJP’s record of subsuming regional
parties, Uddhav perhaps felt this was his best
shot at securing his son’s future.

The BJP first realised matters were slip-
ping out of its hands when Uddhav stopped
speaking with Fadnavis. Through the five
previous rollercoaster years, the two had
developed a close relationship, and their
“personal equation” was seen as the silver
bullet for any problems in the alliance.

“I phoned him a number of times but he
refused to take my calls,” Fadnavis said. The
Sena chief also declined to meet Hindutva
leader Sambhaji Bhide when he went to
Matoshree as an emissary. “I do not talk to
liars,” Uddhav said, shutting the door on fur-
ther communication till the BJP conceded its
demand of sharing the CM’s post.

Says senior BJP leader Sudhir Mun-
gantiwar, “The Sena’s stand is inexplicable.
We have been alliance partners for three
decades. Even if they had some issues, it
could have been sorted across the table.”

With the state under President’s Rule,
anything is still possible. But, for now, the
break with the BJP appears complete. The
Congress, NCP and Sena have made progress
On a common minimum programme
towards forming a government.

And if the Congress appears to have got
over the hump of a pas de deux with the “com-
munal” Sena, the burden of ideology does not
hang heavy on the latter. In 1971, the Sena had
allied with K Kamaraj's Congress (O) for the
Lok Sabha polls; in 1978 and 1980 it had tied
up with the Congress (1), first for the Assembly
polls and then the Lok Sabha.

However, ideology may only be one prob-
lem for the Sena in this gamble. In hitching its
fortunes to the NCP, many fear the
Thackerays could end up playing straight into
the hands of wily old warhorse Sharad Pawar.

It was Pawar’s decision to break away
from the Progressive Democratic Front in
1987 and merge his Congress (S) with the
Indian National Congress that had paved the
way for the Sena’s expansion as a regional
force in Maharashtra. Now, it is 78-year-old
Pawar’s relentless shepherding of the NCP
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campaign that is believed to have stopped
the BJP and Sena short of power in the state.

Thackeray seems to have been pushed
into the NCP corner by Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut, who enjoys a good rapport with Pawar.
“When in Delhi, Raut spends the bulk of his
time in the NCP supremo’s company. Itis no
surprise that he has been the most vocal pro-
ponent of this Sena-NCP alliance,” a senior
BJP leader says.

Soon after the Assembly election results,
Pawar is said to have spoken to Uddhav and
told him that continuing the alliance with
the BJP could be harmful for it in the long run,
tapping into the Sena leader’s sentiments.

Shiv Sainiks point out that the changes
within the Sena have left it more open to new
friends. “Uddhavji has always taken an inclu-
sive approach when it comes to expanding
the party,” a former Sena state minister says.
“We were deemed to be anti-Dalit but he
was instrumental in forging Dalit-Shiv Sena
unity. We were deemed to be regional in out-
look but Uddhavsaheb came up with ‘Mi
Mumbaikar’ idea, in which all those who re-
side in Mumbai irrespective of their back-
grounds are deemed locals.”

The Congress has changed too,donning a
shade of saffron which both it and the Sena
could live with. “Though the BJP and Sena are
ideologically Hindutva parties, the BJP’s
Hindutvais cultural while the Sena’s is polit-
ical. A section of the Congress is also practis-
ing soft Hindutva these days, be it Rahul
Gandhi’s frequent temple visits or the party
welcoming the Ayodhya verdict. With a com-
mon minimum programme, an alliance with
the NCP and Congress may work and the Sena
may not lose much,” says Deepak Pawar,

EXPLAINED

assistant professor, Mumbai University’s
Department of Civics and Politics.

Both the Congress and NCP point to the
fact that they will hold the Sena toacommon
minimum programme. Pawar has said, “We
are not against any religion, but we certainly
insist on secularism.” Says Congress leader
Sushil Kumar Shinde, “The party had ideo-
logical differences with the Sena in the past.
There is smoothness in the relationship now.”

An alliance for
survival

THE ALLIANCE between the NCP-
Congress and Shiv Sena is a strategic
grouping leading to the formation
of a new political culture in
Maharashtra with Sharad Pawar’s
NCP at the helm. The 78-year-old
Pawar has been the driving force
behind this new political alliance.
However, with an ambitious Ajit
Pawar waiting in the wings, it needs
to be seen for how long the party is
willing to play second fiddle to the
Sena over claims on the CM’s chair.

As for any reconciliation with the BJP, the
Sena will need intervention at a level higher
than Fadnavis’s. For, it is not just the Sena that
has changed over the years, it is also the BJP.

When the Sena first sprang onto the scene
in Congress-held Maharashtra in 1966, quite
like the snarling tiger of its emblem, it was not
aHindutva party. It was a ‘son of the soil’ proj-
ect that sought to ensure reservations for the
Marathi manoos. Its language chauvinism was
apart of this, and the first target of its muscle-
man politics were Tamil and other South
Indian migrants settled in then Bombay.

It jumped onto the Hindutva bandwagon
in 1989, amidst the BJP’s rise on the strength
of its temple movement. It was a mutually
beneficial agreement, as the BJP sought to
expand its footprint, and the Sena to grow
beyond Mumbai and to get a seat on the
national stage. The maths was straightfor-
ward: the Sena would fight more seats than
the BJP in the Assembly elections, while it
would be the reverse for the Lok Sabha.

Then, in the 2009 Assembly elections, the
BJP with 46 seats won two more than the Sena
and wrested the leader of the opposition post.
Other signs of the shift in balance of power fol-
lowed. Bal Thackeray’s towering presence as
well as the more conciliatory BJP leadership
in the form of Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
L K Advani had all along allowed the Sena to
get away with its demands, with central BJP
leaders often dropping in at Matoshree in a
time-tested propitiatory gesture. Bal Thacke-
ray’s deathin 2012 followed by the passing of
BJP reins to Narendra Modi disrupted that
equation, even as Uddhav struggled to find his
feet amid cousin Raj Thackeray’s rebellion.

“We were used to being treated as equals
during the Vajpayee-Advani era. Under the
Modi-Amit Shah duo, our leadership was
treated like just any other regional party,” a
Senaleader who was a senior minister in the
outgoing government says.

On September 29, 2014, with weeks to go
for the Assembly elections, senior BJP leader
Eknath Khadse rang up Uddhav to drop a
bombshell: the BJP had decided to contest by
itself. That slap in the face still rankles. Says a
Senaleader, “The BJP always muscles outits al-
lies when they show any sign of weakness.
WhenUddhav took over, the BJP felt he was no
Bal Thackeray and they could call the shots.”

But the BJP won just 122 seats, and need-
ing 22 more, turned to the Sena again. With
63 MLAs, the Sena was the second-largest
party. In a month, the alliance was on again.

Sources say the push came from the
Sena’s old guard, who were desperate to taste
power having been in the wildnerness since
1999, when the Sena-BJP had lost out to the
Congress-NCP.

However, the cracks that had set in never
did disappear. Sena ministers say Fadnavis’s
handpicked bureaucrats ran circles around its
men in the Cabinet, with the CM appointing
OSDs to keep a watch over portfolios handled
by them. “Our experience was similar to a bird
being freed from a cage only to find its wings
clipped,” says the former Sena minister.

Senior BJP leader Gopinath Munde, who
belonged to Maharashtra, once acted as the
go-between. But his death in June 2014, soon
after Modi took over as Prime Minister the first
time, snapped another channel of communi-
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cation. Others also see in the chasm that tradi-
tional Marathi-Gujarati rivalry, with the hold of
Gujarat-origin Modiand Shah on the B]P total.

The BJP, on top of it, kept needling Sena,
including fighting against it in elections to
municipal corporations. Finally, it set its eyes
on the cash-rich BMC, an old Sena citadel. In
the 2017 elections that the two fought sepa-
rately, the BJP won 82 seats in Mumbai, just
two less than the Sena’s 84.

During the run-up to the BMC elections,
another Rubicon in the ties between the par-
ties was crossed when BJP leaders like MP
Kirit Somaiya were allowed to personally at-
tack Uddhav and raise questions about
his finances.

Shah’s visit to Matoshree ahead of the
2019 Lok Sabha elections was, therefore, a
significant gesture. Modi, incidentally, has
not called here since he became PM.

So, was there a 50:50 deal agreement bet-
ween the BJP and Sena at that Matoshree
meeting, as Uddhav claims, or none, as Shah
and Fadnavis insist?

Fadnavis had announced at the time that
there would be “equal power-sharing”.
“When we return to power, we will maintain
equality in post and responsibilities,” he said.

While he did not mention anything about
the CM'’s post, in a publicised interaction with
the Shiv Sainiks a day after the alliance was
sealed, Uddhav said there would be a Sena
CM for two-and-a-half years if the alliance
came to power. In July, Aaditya told The Indian
Express, “Of course, the Sena will have a chief
minister. And this has been decided between
BJP president Amit Shahji and Shiv Sena
president Uddhav Thackerayji. There were
four people in the room, including me.”

This apparent loss-in-translation was glar-
ing, but both sides preferred toletit pass than
bring the matter to a head before the polls.

With the Sena not budging after the re-
sults, Shah last week said in an interview to
ANI, “Why did the Sena not contradict us
when we proclaimed Fadnavis as chief min-
ister?” The Sena pointed out, “We have been
saying too that there will be a Sena chief mi-
nister, and the BJP did not object.”

At a press conference on November 8,
Uddhav went on to recount, step by step,
how the February 2019 alliance was sealed,
and how he had told Shah to convey all the
details of the agreement to Fadnavis. He
claimed he didn’t publicly mention the
agreement to share the CM post on
Fadnavis's own request. “That’s why that sen-
tence in the agreement — ‘equal sharing of
power and responsibilities’,” he argued.

Raut suggested later that the reason the
BJPis now denying the agreement is that Shah
may have kept Modi in the dark on it. The BJP
has said this shows Raut has no idea how it
functions. “Sanjay Raut will need several life-
times to understand this,” Maharashtra BJP
leader and MLA Ashish Shelar said.

One of the biggest challenges for the Sena
now will be to ensure that the NCP (54 seats,
just a whisker short of the Sena) and
Congress (44 MLAs) do not pull the rug out
from under its feet.

But the Sena is determined to make itwork.
“The BJPdid all it could to harm our prospects.
How long could we stick to an ally who wants
to finish us off? For our survival we must ex-
pand our base and go beyond the issues of
Marathi and Hindutva,” a party leader says.

Adds another, “You can’t prosper under
someone else’s shadow. The 2019 Assembly
results are there for everyone to see. We need
to come out of this shadow to grow our base.”

There is that other shadow though — in
case of awaiting game, the Sena and other par-
ties will be apprehensive of the BJP’s power to
lure their leaders over.
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12 BIG PICTURE

WINTER IS
COMING

As Kashmir witnesses an unusually early winter, with snow flattening
trees and power lines, BASHAARAT MASOOD on how the chill has
added to the problems of a region now under 100 days of lockdown —
from farmers counting their losses to the soldier who is still to get his
kerosene stove, his source of warmth in this distant land
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NNOVEMBER 5, the Met office in

Srinagar issued a warning: “An

active western disturbance and

its interaction with cyclone

MAHA is mostly likely to cause
widespread moderate to heavy snowfall and
(rainin plains of Jammu, Kashmir) in Ladakh dur-
ing 6th to 8th November... Low temperatures and
heavy snowfall submitted for the information of
general public.”

Butwith the Valley yet to recover from the lock-
down that came with the August 5 revocation of
special status to Jammu and Kashmir, with pre-
paid phones and Internet connection still to be re-
stored, the warning went largely unnoticed.

On the morning of November 7, Srinagar and
the rest of Kashmir woke up to a blanket of snow
thatbrought the day’s temperature toa maximum
of 6 degrees Celsius. Trees, which had given way
under the weight of the snow on their canopies,
lay uprooted across the Valley, power lines caved
inand air transport was halted for two days. While
electricity in Srinagar was restored after five days,
large parts of the Valley continue to be plunged in
darkness, nine days after the season’s first snow.

On November 16, the J&K administration
moved former chief minister Mehbooba Mufti
from a Chashmi Shahi hut, where she has been
under arrest since August 4-5, to a government
quarter in Srinagar. Her daughter Iltija Mufti said
she had been moved out because the hut where
she was kept “was not fully equipped for
Kashmir winters”.

With the Valley still snowed under, the new
Union Territory administration, having moved

to Jammu in the last week of October as part of
the annual Darbar Move, was largely missing in
action. The annual pruning of tree branches was
mostly not done and the snow machines were
missing from the roads.

Despite repeated calls, Divisional Commis-
sioner Basheer iKhan was unavailable for comment.

A senior government official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, however, said the snow-
fall was unusually heavy this time and that the
administration did its best to ensure the advisory
reached people. He also said the government
acted swiftly to ensure the roads were cleared
after the snowfall.

Every year, taking its cue from the apple har-
vest season, Kashmir begins to prepare for the
four-month-long winter — stocking up essen-
tials, pruning trees, preparing charcoal and cov-
ering water pipes with foam and clothes to pre-
vent them from freezing. But this year, even
before the chinar trees had started to shed their
ripe, golden leaves, the lowlands of the Valley had
witnessed the first snowfall of the season, sudden
and heavy. From around two-and-a-half feet of
snow in south Kashmir’s Shopian to around 10
inches in most parts of north Kashmir on
November 7, this was among the Valley's heavi-
est snowfall spells for the month.

The unexpected winter took everyone by
surprise: from the homemaker who hadn’t
brought out her kangri (the fire-pot tucked un-
der pherans whose glowing charcoal embers
keep Kashmiris warm during its bitingly cold
winters), to the apple farmer who hadn’t pruned
his trees.
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A CRPFjawan in Bandipora. The government has arranged for jackets, sleeping bags and blankets for the troops

335 PER CENT
OF APPLE TREES INVALLEY
DAMAGED DUETO SNOW

THE APPLE FARMERS,
BARAMULLA

“IF IT snows again, I will be finished,” says
Irshad Ahmad Bhat, shifting his gaze bet-
ween the apple trees in his two-and-a-half-
acre orchard and the skies. It is cloudy and
the J&K Met office has predicted another
spell of snow — the second in the first fort-
night of November.

Under the heavy snowfall this year,
most of the apple trees in Bhat's orchard,
at Goshabugh village in Baramulla, have
been damaged — some of them have been
uprooted, some split down the middle,
some have had their branches ripped off.

“It took us more than 30 years to raise
this orchard. See what one spell of snowfall
has done,” he says, standing beside a tree
whose trunk stands cleaved. “The soil is
moist, the trees are weak and the leaves are
still on the branches. These trees won't
stand any more snowfall,” he adds.

Kashmir's apple industry, a major con-
tributor to the region’s economy, is the
biggest casualty of this year’s untimely
snowfall. The snow, which came on the
back of a dismal season marked by militant
threats, government intervention and low
market prices, has dealt the industry an-
other blow. Official figures reveal that more
than a third of the Valley's fruit trees have
been damaged in the snowfall.

The Valley accounts for around 75 per
cent of India’s total apple production, mak-

produces more than 18 lakh metric tonnes
of apples, grown across 3.62 lakh acres and
supporting a population of more than
40 lakh people.

“According to our preliminary loss as-
sessment, 35 per cent of orchards have
been damaged due to the unseasonal
snow,” says Horticulture Director Ajaz
Ahmad Bhat. The damage has been parti-
cularly severe in Kupwara, Baramulla and
Kulgam districts.

Every year after the harvest season, fruit
growers prune tree branches to reduce the
surface area of the tree so that it doesn't give
way under the weight of snow. But this year,
with farmers delaying the harvest after
militants warned them against plucking the
fruits, the trees were not pruned. Pruning,
which usually lasts until the end of
December, is a specialised skill, with labour-
ers in high demand immediately after the
harvest season.

With Internet still down, Bhat says he
missed the J-K Met department’s snowfall
advisory. Evenif he had, he says, he proba-
bly wouldn't have been able to save his trees
since they weren’t pruned. Blaming the
government for the loss, he says, “They
didn’t do enough to make sure the weather
advisory reached people.”

Other orchardists such as Shahnawaz
Ahmad, who owns three acres of an apple
orchard in Shopian, says he acted fast to
limit the damage from the sudden snow.
“As the snow started to accumulate, we
went into the orchard and shook the tree
branches to remove the snow. That helped
save many of my trees,” he says.

Recently, the Horticulture Department
released ads on radio, informing growers
on how to hasten the shedding of tree
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the ads came too late: the snow had already
damaged most of the trees.

TWO-HOUR

NIGHT SHIFT IN OUTPOSTS,
DOWN FROM EIGHT HOURS, DUE
TOTHECOLD

SOLDIERS AT CRPF CAMP IN
SUMBHAL, BANDIPORA

“EVERYONE SAYS Kashmir is heaven...,”
says AKRoy, an Assistant Commandant of
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) at
a camp of the 45 Battalion in Sumbhal,
Bandipora. Around him lie heaps of snow
speckled with dirt, and a steady drizzle
picks pace. “Of course, it is heaven,” he
continues, “but only from April to October.
After October, it is hell.” Roy is originally
from Bihar and this is his second posting in
the Valley.

To outsiders in the Valley, especially
security personnel posted for the first
time, Kashmir's long winter months can
be harsh. Having brought in additional
troops this summer, the government has
made elaborate arrangements for them,
including arranging one lakh thermal in-
ner wear, more than 60,000 jackets, sleep-
ing bags and blankets. The government
has also constructed 70 insulated prefab
barracks and issued 1,500 kerosene
heaters to the troops.

But nothing prepared a young person-
nel from Manipur to the sight he woke up
to one night. “It was around 3 am. It was
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snowing. [ was ecstatic. I had never seen
snow before in my life,” says the soldier,
who came to Kashmir four months ago. “It
was a bit cold and [ wore my gamcha
(scarf)and went out to see the snow. But as
the morning drew closer, I started to trem-
ble. The joy of seeing snow for the first
time was over. There was no electricity at
the camp and there was no way to escape
the cold —only a kerosene stove,” he adds.

The kerosene stove is what sees para-
military personnel through the Valley’s
winter months. More than a hundred
kerosene stoves have been issued to the
Sumbal camp, that has anywhere between
200 and 250 CRPF men. But the personnel
say the stoves, though essential, are not
enough when temperatures drop to sub-
zero levels.

As the Valley's farmers prepare for
their harvest, it is the first sign for the
CRPF to begin their winter preparations,
starting with servicing and repairing of
the kerosene stoves.

“We start preparing for winter in the
last week of September. We get all the
heaters from the store, get them serviced
and repaired, if needed. We also make an
assessment of how many new ones we
need and purchase them,” says Assistant
Commandant Kailash Chandra, a resi-
dent of Rajasthan who looks after the ad-
ministration at the camp. An icy cold
draft blows through his room, small and
dark and without electricity for the last
eight days.

The CRPF stores are well stocked with
winter essentials such as snow boots, win-
ter uniform and thermal wear, but the camp
commander has little say in deciding when
torequisition them. “That decision is taken
atthe top, by senior officials in the Valley. A
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(Clockwise from left) At Chinar Bagh in Srinagar. The snow, which covered Srinagar and the rest of the Valley in a blanket of white, brought down several trees; apple farmers in Hajin village of Bandipora say their unpruned trees could not
withstand the sudden snow; fisherwomen on the Dal lake. The early onset of winter has brought down the temperature in the Valley and caught most people unawares; kangri sellers in Srinagar

Children play in Goshbugh, Baramulla. On November 7, most parts of north Kashmir recorded around 10 inches of snow

cold assessment is done and they decide
when to provide what to the personnel,”
says Chandra. “We get regular instructions.
The snow boots, thermals etc are issued al-
most simultaneously throughout the Valley.
Similarly, we also get specific instructions
on when to issue the heaters and the
stoves,” he adds.

The stove has its limitations, though —
they are not allowed inside the mobile ve-
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hicle bunkers and they are almost useless
in the camp outposts or the sand bunkers
in the open. “We are not allowed kerosene
heaters inside the bunker vehicles because
there is the risk of suffocation. But some-
times we manage to sneak one inside, and
ensure there is some ventilation. How else
can we survive this cold?” says a CRPF
personnel from Odisha recently posted
in Srinagar.

142 HOURS

OF POWER BLACKOUT
INNORTH KASHMIR

THEBASHIRS, SOPORE,
BARAMULLA

ON THE night of November 6, Madeeha
Bashir, 18, was preparing for her Biology
exam when the lights went out. A routine
disruption, she thought, and switched on the
power back-up at herhome in Chinkiporain
Sopore, south Kashmir. By morning, the
power back-up packed up too. On November
9, the district administrationannounced that
itwould take five more days to restore lines.

So for the next few days until her Biology
exam on November 14, Madeeha studied by
the candlelight. “I also had to cut down on
study hours.Tusually study for more than 14
hours during exam season. But I could barely
study for six hours,” she says.

“In north Kashmir, we had a problem
because transmission towers fell at five or
six places. It takes around a month and a
half to erect a new tower,” says Chief
Engineer, Power Development Depart-
ment, Qazi Hashmat. “But we have tem-
porarily restored power by criss-crossing
the lines onto other towers. It is a tempo-
rary arrangement. The permanent arrange-
ment will take some time.”

Every year, the change of season brings
with it a quintessentially Kashmiri ritual —
families start to store essentials such asrice,
pulses, dried vegetables, wood, gas cylinders
and kerosene, besides getting the kangrisand
charcoal ready to tackle the freezing cold.
This squirrelling away is essential as supplies
to the Valley are often halted by landslides
on the Srinagar-Jammu national highway.

While Srinagar sources a lot of its sup-
plies from Jammu and other parts of the
country — fuel, gas cylinders, vegetables,
rice and fruits — rural areas, which are
largely self-sufficient, have an even elabo-
rate winter preparedness plan.

In July, when the vegetable output is in
surplus, villagers sun-dry tomatoes, gourds,

brinjals etc to store for the winter months.

By the beginning of November, trees are
pruned and the twigs are half-burnt into
charcoal, a winter essential. Families also
stock up on wood.

Over the years, while Kashmir’s tradi-
tional mud houses, with their small win-
dows, made way for concrete homes, many
of the new homes retain the ‘hamam’, a
room with floor made of a locally sourced
stone. Every morning, wood is burnt be-
low this stone flooring, helping the room
stay warm.

The Bashirs don’t have a hamam, but
they have their own ways to beat the cold.
This time though the family was caught un-
awares. “We usually start preparing for win-
ter after November 15. We didn’t expect so
much of snow so early,” says Zainab Bashir,
Madeeha'’s mother.

30-35 PER CENT

OF SAFFRON CROP DAMAGED
SAFFRON FARMERS, PAMPORE

THE SUDDEN drizzle on the evening of
November 6 left Ghulam Mohammad
Pampori with a knot in his stomach. He was
planning to harvest his saffron crop the fol-
lowing morning — the third and final major
picking of the golden spice — and he was
hoping to finish the job before any show-
ers, which usually end up tearing the deli-
cate stamens of the saffron flowers.

As he woke up in the morning, his worst
fears had come true: a thick blanket of snow
covered his two-and-a-half-acre saffron
field, burying the small flowers and with it
the hopes of saffron growers.

Over the last around two decades, the
saffron fields of Pampore have rarely had
reasons to cheer —incessantrain or long dry
spells have reduced saffron production,
from around 30,000 kg in the 1990s to a
meagre 6,000 kg last year. This year, going
by the first two phases of harvest, farmers
had hoped for a turnaround. But thatended
with the sudden snowfall of November 7.

“We have never seen so much snow this
early in the season,” says the 70-year-old
Pampori. “There have been instances of
early snowfall before, but the snow was
never more than two to three inches. This
time, there was at least 16 inches of snow
inmy field.”

The harvest season for saffron usually
lasts a month — from mid-October to mid-
November — and the harvest is done in
phases. Spread across 8,000 acres, the saf-
fron fields of Pampore produce on an avera-
gemore than 3,000 kg of saffron every year.

Pampore’s saffron farmers say that this
season, in the absence of the Internet, the
government's snow alert never reached
them. “But even if we had got the alerts, |
don’t think we could have done anything,”
says Adil Majeed, who grows saffron on
his one-and-a-half-acre farm. “That's
because you need to wait for the flowers
to bloom properly before the stamens are
plucked. And the flowers were not in full
bloom,” he adds.

The snow is only the latest adversity to
hit the saffron growers, who are already dis-
tressed over the import of Iranian saffron.
“Jammu and Kashmir produces only 8,000
kg a year while Iranian saffron is imported
in tonnes. How can we compete with that
even though their quality is no match?”
says Pampori. “We were already broken, the
snow has now covered us like a shroud.”

INTERVIEW: MUKHTAR AHMAD,
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT, SRINAGAR

‘There is no link between early
snowfall and what is in store
for us this coming winter’

Is it unusual for the Valley to be
witnessing such heavy snowfallin
the beginning of November?

No. Last year, we had snowfall in
the plains on November 3. But the
snow was concentrated in north and
central Kashmir. There was very low
snowfall, for example, in Sonamarg,
which usually witnesses heavy
snowfall. The snowfall was also less in
south Kashmir.

What explains the widespread
damage and destruction caused
this year?

As far as the Met department is
concerned, we think in terms of pre-
cipitation and not losses or damage
caused by it.

for this time of the year?

Yes, it is relatively colder. In
November, the temperature usually
hovers around 18-20 degrees Celsius.
This time when it snowed, the tem-
perature dipped to 6 degrees Celsius,
a huge departure of 12 to 14 degrees.
There is also the psychological impact.
Since there was not much of sun
this last week, people are naturally
feeling cold.

Given the early snowfall, is the
winter expected to be harsher
this time?

There is no link between early
snowfalland whatis in store for us this
coming winter. Last year, we had early
snowfall and then there wasalong, dry
spell. We again had snow, in abun-

How would you explain the early
snowfall this year?

Initially, it was a normal western
disturbance. It was a moderate sys-
tem and we didn’t expect much snow.
But then because of the recent cy-
clone MAHA, it got moisture incur-
sion and the system intensified.

dance, in January and February. So it is
too early to say how the winter will be
in terms of precipitation (snow and
rainfall) and temperature. As far as tem-
perature is concerned, it dips up to-10
degrees Celsius during the night. We
don’texpect much departure from the
normal in the coming months. The
departure is likely to stay between 2

Are the low temperaturesunusual  and 4 degrees Celsius.
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ESHAROY

IGHTY KILOMETRES to the north
of Imphal city, atop a hill, lies
Ukhrul. An uneasy calmis palpa-
ble in the town, the headquar-
ters of one of Manipur’s five Naga
districts. At the heart of it, next to a new
statue of Mahatma Gandhi — the old one was
vandalised ahead of the 2014 general elec-
tions — a banner announces a candle-light
vigil “for an inclusive, honourable solution...
for lasting peace in our Naga Homeland”.

The other signs of the long-lasting de-
mand for Greater Nagaland, going back to the
early 20th century, have gone “under-
ground”. They include cadres of the main
NSCN (I-M) camp in Hebron, Nagaland, as
well as other camps in the state and Manipur,
who have “gone to the jungles” in prepara-
tion for what might happen now that the
October 31 deadline for the final Naga peace
accord has lapsed. Around 300 are estimated
to have crossed over into Myanmar. The
Indian government too has rushed in forces,
apprehensive of what may follow.

The fulcrum of much of the developments
is the Ukhrul home of NSCN (I-M) supremo
Thuingaleng Muivah, one of the tallest lead-
ers of the Naga movement and the chief ne-
gotiator in the talks with the government. For
six decades, Naga leaders such as Muivah, late
comrade Issak Chisi Swu and ex-ally S S
Khaplang, have held off the might of the
Indian State — while supporting almost all
the armed rebellions in the Northeast.

The ceasefire, signed between the [ K
Gujral-led government and NSCN (I-M) in
1997, marked a pause in an armed conflict
that had claimed hundreds of lives by then.
In 2015, amidst much fanfare, the Narendra
Modi-led NDA-I government announced
that the two sides had reached a ‘framework
agreement’, without revealing the contours
of it. Five years later, there is no clarity still,
with the ceasefire now hanging by a thread.

Says Standhope Varah, an Ukhrul-based
member of the [-M’s Ceasefire Monitoring
committee, “Uncle Muivah is old now, but the
Indian government should know thatifhe was
to go, there would be 10 Muivahs in his place.”

Pointing out that even prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru failed to quell Naga insur-
gency, Varah adds, “You think we will get
scared if you have choppers overhead? Nehru
had threatened he would deploy one soldier
for every tree in Naga areas and wipe us out
inaweek. We are still here... The government
should not mistake this for Kashmir.”

And yet, the fear is that the fate of that
state’s special status is precisely what awaits
the Northeast. The BJPis now in government
in all the Northeast states, either alone or
through the North-East Democratic Alliance.
Speaking in Assam last week, the Centre’s in-
terlocutor with the Nagas and now Nagaland
Governor, R N Ravi, called the abrogation of
Article 370 in J&K “the correction of a sin”
and said there was no question of acceding
the demand for a separate Naga flag and con-
stitution, or a separate autonomous territory
integrating Naga-inhabited areas — across
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and
Nagaland — into a ‘Greater Nagaland’ or
Nagalim, all part of NSCN (I-M) demands.

“The Indian Constitution will prevail,”
Ravi said.

With nearly 80% of its area under tribal
land (including Nagas and Kukis) and 24% of
its population Naga, Manipur is on tenter-
hooks. For nearly a month now, protests have
been held every day in the state, with the
Opposition asking the BJP-led government
to come clean over its position on Nagalim.

In neighbouring Nagaland, the question
uppermost in cities, towns and villages is if
they are in for a lockdown similar to Kash-
mir’s. Capital city Kohima resembles a garri-
son, with paramilitary forces posted every 5
metres and convoys patrolling the streets.

Mere 20 km away lies Khonoma village,
the birth place of Naga movement founder Dr
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‘Govt should not mistake
us Nagas for Kashmir’

With talks getting extension, immediate fear of violence has passed. But as confusion over Naga demands
persists, and voices emerge of their ‘impracticality’, Art 370 abrogation is making Northeast uneasy

AZPhizo. It was the last Naga village to fall to
the British — in 1880, after the Manipur king
lent the British support. An obelisk outside
Khonoma declares, “Nagas are not Indians”.

Village council chairman Nisamezo Pier,
61, says they are apprehensive the Naga
movement is too divided now for peace. “lam
afraid of violence after the final settlement.”

In Dimapur, Imnayangla Jamir (25), who
has just completed her postgraduation, says
she stocked up onrations before the October
31 deadline, like her friends and relatives. “We
bought enough to last a month,” she says,
adding she just wants to get on with her life
and has no interest in the Naga movement.

Khonomaitselfis now a tourist attraction,
drawing even foreigners to its natural beauty.
Home stays have sprung up while hectic
preparations are underway these days for the
Hornbill Festival starting December 1.

Keja Roko, 37, runs Alder Tours, which
arranges trips across the Northeast, including
to Khonoma. “Some Indian tourists ask us
why the Nagas want a separate country and
how would we survive. I tell them to leave
our troubles to us, India need not worry,” says
Roko, adding he wouldn’t settle for “anything
less than complete independence”.

Says Kolezo Chase, the spokesperson of
the Naga National Council (NNC), Dr Phizo’s
party which later split and gave rise to the NPF
(anally of the BJP), “Since the ceasefire agree-
ment, there have been two independent na-
tions — India and Nagaland... Anything less
than complete sovereignty is unacceptable.”

I-M sources say that among the propos-
als on the table in the talks is the outfit tak-
ing over the state, till elections are conducted.

Two sides of fear

As ‘illegal’ immigrants leave Bengaluru amidst a government crackdown,
Thubarahalli, a colony of Bengali-speaking migrants in the city, has also
drawn the line — “That is where the Bangladeshis live. Go harass them”

AMRITADUTTA

A ROTTING plank flung across a gushing
black sewer is called, sardonically, the
Howrah Bridge. Beyond it, another undulat-
ing dirt road leads to the Kali Khata — an
open field in east Bengaluru where mounds
of waste stand as tall as tin huts. “That’s
where the Bangladeshislive, that's the other
side,” says Bilap Dafadar, 30, who runs a
small shop on this last stretch of a slum that
stretches atleast 3 km. “We are Indians, from
West Bengal.”

The other side is a wasteland like this one.
Dirt roads wind through similar tarpaulin-
topped shanties made of tin, everywhere is
the detritus from the city beyond — plastic
bottles to shoe soles to beer cans. But here,
thereis also the flurry of panic. “We are leav-
ing,” says a young woman, Laiju, a child cra-
dled in her arms. “We are going back to
Khulna, Bangladesh. They don’t want us
here,” she says, before rushing out.

People watch guardedly from their huts;
many are reluctant to talk or give their
names. “Do you know about the great floods
0f2001 in Bangladesh? We lost everything in
it, our land, our homes. I am from Khulna.
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Since then, we have been on the move,” says
Suman, amanin his thirties, whois less reti-
cent. He came to Bengaluru two years ago.
Here, he did “kooda kabadir kaam (waste
work) for Rs 5,000-Rs 4,000 a month”, he
says, pointing to the BBMP dumpers which
stand in the distance. “I have sent my wife
and daughter away. [ don’t have money to
pay for a train ticket. Otherwise, | would have
gone too,” he says.

Surrounded by high rises, apartments,
and a few kilometres from gleaming tech
parks, this stretch in east Bengaluru’s
Thubarahalli is a purgatory for the tonnes of
dry waste the city spits out — from where it
is segregated and sold, or sent to landfills.
Among those contracted by the BBMP and
private organisations to do this degrading
work by hand, without any safety gear, are
mostly Bengali-speaking migrants, many of
them allegedly Bangladeshis.

“Most of the waste workers for BBMP are
Bangladeshis. Bengalis like us do not get work
from them. That’s because they ask few ques-
tions, and are ready to be paid almost noth-
ing,” says Shariful, who also picks and segre-
gates waste for a living.

On October 25, the Bengaluru police de-
tained 60 alleged Bangladeshi illegal mi-

(Top) A view of Kohima; in run-up to Naga peace accord deadline, Centre
rushed in forces, and the capital now resembles a garrison town. Tashi Tobgyal

However, others talk of growing support
for integration with the rest of the country.
Lanuakum Aier (29), who works with the re-
search body Kohima Institute, says, “We have
been dependent on the Indian government
for so many years. I have studied in Pune, lived
in Mumbai, been to Goa and Kolkata... | am
Indian. Yes, | have been discriminated against
abit, butldidn’t mind,” Aier says, adding that
most Naga youth think like him and it’s the
elders who hope for a separate nation.

The 29-year-old adds that peace might
end the clout of underground groups, hence
ushering in prosperity. “People will no longer
be made to pay taxes for everything. In Naga-
land, you cannot even start a business with-
out the backing of one group or the other.”

grants, including 16 children. “There is fear.
Several people are packing up and moving
away. Some are headed to Bangladesh, some
said they might go to Delhi. Some have pack-
ed off children and women to other cities.
Many children are being pulled out of school,”
says anactivist withan NGO that works with
migrant children. A few days later, the police
commissioner’s warning against sheltering
Bangladeshi immigrants led some apartment
complexes in this stretch of the city to infor-
mally “ban” Bengali-speaking migrants.

It’s a suspicion that has repercussions on
the other side too. The Thubarahalli settle-
ment, which came up around 2010, is home
to around 5,000 Bengali Muslims, many of
whom are routinely mistaken for Banglades-
his. “Yesterday, whenIwent to an apartment
forasofa cleaning service, the customer asked
me: are you Bangladeshi? Some of the apart-
ments have said they won'’t let Bengalis
work,” says Jabbar Mondal, 38, who works
for an urban solutions service.

Last December, protests by civil society
organisations had stalled the municipal au-
thority’s attempts to evict them from the
land. On this day too, residents were seen try-
ing to convince two policemen from the
nearby Marathahalli police station. “They say,

Khriekethozo Dzuvithu (23), a Master’s
from Nagaland University, also refers to that.
While he likes the idea of an independent
Naga nation, he adds, “it is impractical”.
“What would we do for our economy? And
what if neighbouring countries attack us?...
When people say these are peace talks, I find
it stupid. We are already in peace with the
Indian government. The talks are just a way
for the groups to make money, wrest power.”

The ‘tax’ charged by the I-M is one reason
for the resentment against the outfit, includ-
ing in Manipur. In Ukhrul, the outfit began by
taking a direct cut of 5 per cent for any work
allotted in the area, and soon started execut-
ing contracts itself, giving these to relatives
or subletting. The most lucrative projects con-

cern building of roads, particularly after the
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana push.

Government sources say they keep the
estimated cost of a project deliberately in-
flated, to factor in the “cut”.

The first documented expression of Naga
nationalism goes as back as 1918, when
tribes met in Kohima to discuss their place
in an independent India. In 1929, a memo-
randum was submitted to the visiting Simon
Commission, requesting that the Nagas be
left out of an Indian Union. An Act passed in
1935 by the British designated the Naga re-
gion “excluded area”. Around a decade later,
ahead of Independence, the Indian govern-
ment and NNC signed an agreement for “ex-
perimental coexistence with India for a pe-
riod of 10 years”, to be followed by a review.

Naga historians point out that in the
plebiscite conducted by the NNCin 1951, the
Nagas opted overwhelmingly for a separate
nation, but this was ignored by the Indian gov-
ernment. Thus began the Naga movement.

The Constitution allows Nagaland special
provisions under Article 371 (A), protecting
its customary laws and procedures. After
Article 370 was abrogated, the government
clarified that this provision, like those for
other Northeast states, would not be touched.

T R Zeliang, former Nagaland chief min-
ister and NPF president, says, “No other in-
terlocutor or PM has been able to achieve
what the present government has — push
talks and ensure that all the nine [-M factions
as well as civil society groups are on board.”

Much of the camp is a wasteland, marked by dirt roads and tin shanties. Amrita Dutta

don’t you speak Bengali? We told them you
can check our papers. We also told them to go
and harass the Bangladeshis on that side,”
says aresident. While they all speak Bengali,
even if different dialects, a wall of animosity
runs between the two communities.
Mondal is amigrant from Balipur village,
Murshidabad, who moved herein 2001. Like
most other migrants from Uttar Dinajpur,
Bardhaman, Nadia, Howrah, Hooghly dis-
tricts, they are landless farmers, or have little
landholdings back home. “We are not Ban-
gladeshis, we are Bengalis. You can go back to
our villages and see. We have been living
there since before 1947, and we have proof.
Why do BJP leaders call us that? Don’t they
know that thereis a state in India called West
Bengal? Then how did they get 18 MPs in
Bengal?” says Monirul Haque, who is from

Debagram, Nadia. “If they ask us to move,
then we will say they should send all those
people living in the apartments, too. They are
outsiders, too,” says Dafadar.

There are few places in Bengaluru as
wretched as these settlements. Here, people
live without water or sanitary connections,
amid the waste that they collect and segre-
gate.On the wall of a tin shackis scrawled in
Bengali daktarkhana, but no doctor visits.
Instead, shacks sell medicines for fever, indi-
gestion, and the ubiquitous Bengali malady
of “gas”. “Everyone here has dengue or
malaria all year around,” says Jamal Sheikh,
37,whoruns a teashop.

"While most of the pourakarmika (mu-
nicipal workers) are Telugu-speaking, the
waste collection and segregation are done by
Bengali-speakers,” says N S Ramakanth, of

New Delhi
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100 YEARS ON...

1918: Naga tribes meet; British
urged to not include Nagas in
independent Indian Union

1946: First Naga political outfit,
Naga National Council, formed

JULY 19, 1947: AZ Phizo meets
Gandhi; Nagas to mark freedom
day ahead of India, on August 14

1951: NNC holds plebiscite, says
99% back sovereign nation

1952: First polls in Nagaland

DEC 1, 1963: Nagaland declared
a state, enjoys special provisions

NOV 1975: NNC moderates sign
accord with government

JAN 31, 1980: NSCN formed;
eight years later, splits

JUNE 15, 1995: PM Narasimha
Rao meets Swu, Muivah in Paris

AUG 1997: NSCN (I-M) signs
ceasefire agreement with Centre

2014: PM Modi seeks a solution,
RN Ravi appointed interlocutor

AUG 2015: I-M, government sign
a ‘framework agreement’

2019: Deadline of Oct 31 lapses,
talks continue

Countering this, Nagaland Congress
president Kewekhape Therie says, “Ravi said
all stakeholders would be consulted before
the final agreement, but no one has come to
us yet. I fear it will be like 2015 — just a piece
of paper and not an actual agreement.”

The ambiguity around the 2015 agree-
ment, in fact, remains a major irritant. It in-
cluded terms like “shared sovereignty”, “two
entities”, “competency clause” and a sepa-
rate constitution and mini-parliament for
Nagas. “We expect a special development
package. And if the final agreement is in
keeping with the framework agreement, the
Nagas will enjoy autonomy within the Indian
nation. A special Manipur territorial council
cannot be ruled out either,” says a source.

Evenifits territorial integrity is retained,
the fear in Manipur is that its government
would be undermined by an autonomous
Naga body. An umbrella group of all civil or-
ganisations, COCOMI, says, “Jurisdiction of
most of our areas might be torn asunder...
We will be reduced to a UT or a city state.”

On Friday, Ravi met the United Naga
Council of Manipur, and expressed concern
over “deterioration” of relations between the
hill (tribal) and valley people in the state.

For now, Ukhrul is a far cry from the time
NSCN (I-M) camps dotted the area and Naga
army moved around freely. Among the few I-
M men who remain in the town these days
are Ranyo Hunglen (49) and William Haorne
(51),both Lt Colonels in the ‘Naga Army’, who
have been with the outfit for over 30 years.

While the ceasefire required the NSCN (I-
M) to stop recruiting, Haorne admits that five
years ago, their ‘battalion’ got 20 new recruits.
In case the ceasefire falls through, the I-M
could carry on low-intensity guerrilla war for
years —which might prove a headache as the
government pushes an Act East policy.

Hunglen is in charge of the I-M’s Ukhrul
town ‘battalion’ — one of the outfit’s 16. The
father of a four-month-old, he says, “We all
hope for an honourable solution, butif it does-
n’t happen, we are ready to continue fighting.”

Haorne, his deputy, joined the I-M at the
age of 18 with three friends, all now killed in
combat. “God sent us a message then to free
ourselves from enslavement,” he says. “The
outcome, we believe, willdepend on God. He
will send us a message on what to do next.”

the Solid Waste Management Round Table.

In Thubarahalli, children hang around
through the day, running in and out of piles
of waste. They do not go to schools, where
Kannada is the medium of instruction.

“People here do the most essential work
in the city, from labour in the apartments to
waste segregation, but they don’t get even
basic amenities where they live. They don’t
even have BPL cards,” says Khaleemullah, an
activist who works with Bengali Muslims.

For 10 years, Jahangir Sheikh, 42, from a
village in Nadia, worked as a garbage collec-
tor, picking up waste from three neighbour-
hoods for a BBMP contractor. Today, he calls
himself a broken man. “I wasn’t paid any-
thing for that work. The contractors ate up
all our money, the money they get from
BBMP to pay us wages. How did we survive?
By selling the plastic and other waste,” he
says. Two years ago, when he had had
enough, he filed a case against the corpora-
tion. “Since then, they have blacklisted me. I
can find no work,” he says.

Many waste workers have moved to
working with private collection agencies, in-
stead of the BBMP. “They also underpay us,
but at least we get something,” says Shariful.

Pushed as they are to the bottom of the
chain, the Bengali Muslims consider them-
selves more fortunate than the Bangladeshis,
but there is also fear. “Can they do this to us
too? We sometimes wonder,” says Mondal.

Why do they come so far; risking so much,
only to earn Rs 5,000? At Kali Khata, Suman
from Khulna says with emphasis. “Madam,
you have no idea. There is no work in our
country. But we will leave. We won’t come
back again. Ei desher bhaath aar chai na (The
rice of this country is not for us),” he says.
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LOVE IS the wildest human emotion
granted to the oppressed as aliberating tool.
However, a dejected society wants to con-
trol the staple flow of love-energy that is
light as airand heavy as a drowsing thought.
We've made love a conservative adaptation.
Ever since childhood, love is among the first
things parents and others in the family and
society constantly reinforce to a child.
However, that love is not the one that can
confidently declare its sumptuous abilities
to live the fairy tale dream delivered in the
utopia of children stories.

Each child has her world and prefers liv-
ing in it. She constructs identities, names,
architectures, human relations, and tries to
navigate the tenderness of one’s emotions
inthat civilisation. In that childhood utopia,
we find the highest achievable standards of
life, mental and physical health and love as
a process of human-photosynthesis. There
we consume and exhale love. This world is
so beautiful that one who is privileged to
have such childhood often wants to live in
it. The child wants to freeze the time zone of
that journey. However, as soon as it notices
the child living in her wildest imagination of
possibilities, society seizes this from her.

Mad, insane, senile are some of the oft-
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The slow muffling of love by society

repeated vocabularies inserted into chil-
dren’s mental dictionaries as they attempt
to grow. Why is it that society wants one to
regulate one’s actions to a fixed discipline
of life? We are capable of living the way we
want to. After all, independence and auton-
omy are what we constantly seek.

The men in India need to be mothered,
whichis to be loved properly. This mother-
ing requires mothers to affectionately in-
doctrinate their feminine love and fathers
to withdraw their patriarchal decree. In
whole, men need to be feminised in their
love. The femininity of love has no gender,
neither sexual orientation. It simply talks
about the other in tender, calm and respon-
sible way. The entire Indian-man make-up
is to thwart motherly affections and instead
gangsterise one’s posture to present phallic
manliness. Polygamy as a ritual of celebrat-
ing one’s manhood is now part of cultural
hooliganism. Patriarchy sucks up every-
thing human values endear and instead bol-
sters one’s flail terrors. A man is not taught
about woman sexuality and her needs. In
the absence of such education, the love that
child was taught turns out to be a lust paci-
fying anger. To mistreat a woman and de-
nounce her sexual autonomy thenbecomes

In the shadow of Ayodhya

(GAINED IN
TRANSLATION

A

THE FIRST depiction of Ayodhya’s social life
is in the ‘Uttar-Kand’ of Tulsidas’s epic
Kavitawali. The poet says: “Dhoot kaho
Awdhoot kaho, Rajpoot kaho, Julha kaho koi/
Tulsi sarnaam ghulam hai Ram ko, jako
ruchey so kahey kachhu oyu/ Maang key
khebo, Mseet ko soyibo, Lebo ko ek na Debey
koi doi(Call me a cunning person or a saint,
an upper caste Thakur or an outcast
weaver/ One can give me any sobriquet but
I regale in Ram’s servitude/ I ask for alms
and sleep in the mosque, I neither take any-
thing from anybody nor doI give).”
Ayodhya was always a religious cen-
tre, but after Nawab Sadat Ali Khan laid
the foundation of the Awadh dynasty in
1722, his court in Faizabad became a cen-
tre of cultural mingling. People started cel-
ebrating the festivals of all religions.
Nawab Naseeruddin Haider appointed
Lala Ram Prashad and Maharaja
Mewaram as his ministers because they
were from Ayodhya. An Urdu poet de-
scribes the beauty of Ayodhya: “Hazaaron
deviyon ko yahan ki paryon ney pachhada
hai/ Nahin Ajodhya, ye Raja Inder ka akhada
hai (Thousands of women of virtue have
made the fairies bite dust here, it’s not just
Ayodhya it's Raja Indra’s assembly).”
Altaf Husain Haali, a close associate and
biographer of Ghalib, has described Ram
endearingly as “Hubb-e Watan”. “Paoon
uthta thaus ka ban ki taraf/ Aur khinchta tha
dil watan ki taraf/ Guzrey ghurbat mein is
qadar mah-o-saal/ Par na bhoola Ayodhya
ka khayal/ Teer ik dil mein aa key lagta tha/
Aati thi jab Ayodhya ki hawa (Though he
was heading to the woods, his heart was
in his homeland. He spent many years in
alien lands but couldn’t forget Ayodhya,
whenever he sensed the aroma of
Ayodhya’s zephyr, it pierced his heart).”
Kumar Pashi’s Ayodhya Main Aa Raha
Hoon (Ayodhya, I am approaching you) is
known for personifying the town.
Pashi shares his longing for the city, which
seems to share the poet’s torment.
“Ayodhya aa raha hoon main/ Main teri
kokh sey janmajteri godi ka pala hoon/ Teri
sadyon purani sanwali mitti sey khela hoon/
Mujhey maloom hai tu mujh sey roothi hai/
Magar ab door tujhsey reh nahi sakta/
Paraye desh mein guzri haijo mujh par/ Zara
sar toutha aur dekh/ Ke kitni door sey tujh ko
mananey aaraha hoon main/ Tujhey terey hi
kuchch qgissey sunaney aa raha hoon main/
Wo khud sey bhi kabhi main keh nahi sakta
(Ayodhya, I am approaching you, I have

KHALI

taken birth from your womb, played in the
lap of your centuries-old soil, I know you
have grown despondent, be surelcan’t be
away from you. I can’t even recall what I
have endured in the strange land. Look
here, | am coming to tell you your own sto-
ries, which I can’t tell to even myself).”

Interestingly, this poem was com-
posed decades before Ayodhya was em-
broiled in controversy.

Kaifi Azmi’s Doosra Banbas may not
have the lyrical charm of Pashi’s poem.
But it does convey the message of exile.

“Ram banbas sey jab laut key ghar mein
aaye/ Yaad jungal bahut aaya jo nagar mein
aaye/ Rags e deewangi aangan mein jo dekha
hoga/ Chhey December ko Shri Ram ney
socha hoga/ Itney deewaney kahan sey mere
gharmein aaye(When Ram returned from
exile, he would have missed the woods
very much. Seeing the dreadfully violent
dance at his home, he would have thought
on December 6, where did so many insane
people come from to my home)?”

“Ram yeh kehtey huey apney dwarey
sey uthhey/ Rajdhani ki faza raas nahi aayi
mujhey/ Chhey December ko mila doosra
banbas mujhey (Ram got up from his
pedestal and said that Ayodhya’s milieu
didn’t suit him. On December 6, he said,
he had been exiled a second time).”

In Aaliya’s Ayodhya kho Gaya, the pro-
tagonist has a picture of Ayodhya on his
wall. One day he finds that Ayodhya has
disappeared from the picture and an un-
ruly crowd with weapons has taken its
place. The protagonist, a saint, cries and
thinks that the God is angry at him.
Suddenly, Ram appears and tells the saint
that he was not angry with him but sad at
the disappearance of Ayodhya. Both then
go in search of Ayodhya.

Qurratulain Hyder's Aag Ka Darya has
several references to Ayodhya as well as
to Kapilvastu, Prayaag and Gaya. Even the
minor characters tell the story of Ayodhya
and Raja Dasharath. Beneath thick layers
of philosophy lies Hyder's thesis that reli-
gionis influenced by its milieu. She cites a
piece of Islamic poetry which talks of Sita
as the ideal woman, also mentions Ram
and a sacred place called Ayodhya. Anim-
portant character, Champa, who appears
several times in the novel, mentions the
tragedy of Hanumangarhi, where Wajid
Ali Shah ordered that Muslim clerics be
fired upon in order to save a temple.

Intezar Hussain is famous for citing
Jatakas and Hindu mythology in his sto-
ries. He does not refer much to Ayodhya
but describes Ramayana as the real story
of Hindus. The novella Sita-haran has one
of the few references to Ayodhya.
“Ayodhya is more dearer to me than
Baikunth,” Ram says in the novella.

Kunwar Narain’s Ayodhya 1992
captures the despondency of the times.
“Is sey bada kya ho sakta hai/ Hey Ram, ji-
wan ek katu yatarth hai/ Aur tum ek
Mahakavya (What can be bigger than
this? Oh Ram, life is a bitter truth, and you
justanepic).”

Khalid Alviis an Urdu writer
and a literary historian

areason forone tobe aman. Due to thelack
of sexual dialogue in our society, many hus-
bands and wives have difficulty encounter-
ing their suppressed needs and desires.

FORGIVING LOVE

After repeated assaults and attacks, so-
ciety asks the victim to be forgiving. How
can one muster courage to deny the pos-
sibility of hatred and revenge, by matter of
mere confession on the part of the con-
vict? Love then becomes a cheap ticket
sold in the market of bodies. It doesn’t
bring the awesomeness of its full poten-
tial. Love is not a practice, it is an ethic. One
lives by it. Why love the one who is hell-
bent on destroying you and ensuring that
your credibility is devastated? People
from mountain tops will sermon like the
pontiff about the beauty of love until the
assault reaches their shores. Therein they
start finding self-preservation. Then one
questions the credibility of love retailers
who preach love as didactic. Estimating
love through religion becomes smuggling
of stolen human emotions.

This irreligious and badly made defi-
nition of love is only there for preaching

She

SAID

PRIYANKA
CHATURVEDI

Twitter @priyankac19

TEN YEARS ago, when I was getting into
politics, [ was advised that as a woman, I
can’'t have an impactful political career un-
less I came from a politically connected
family or I was a well-established celebrity
or someone with lots of money. But for
me, politics was an opportunity to be the
change I was seeking. [ wanted to break
the overwhelmingly negative narratives
for women who sought to be equal part-
ners in policy making. So that is how my
journey began — I put on hold my entre-
preneurial venture and made my family
second priority since it was about chang-
ing the way women themselves perceive
their space in politics and limit their par-
ticipation in it.

This in no way implies that I have been
the only one attempting this, but it is the
story of plenty of women who continue
to struggle in their individual spaces in
politics and have been unable to leverage
this space to make their voices heard as a
critical and collective mass/effort. I say this
at the cost of being criticised — it is be-
cause we women in political spaces aren’t
a collective voice that we have been con-
tinuously denied reservations or kept
away from specific policies that encour-
age us rather than confine us to merely
being voters, not leaders.

When the Constituent Assembly
framed our Constitution, participation of
women in politics was perceived as a nat-
ural outcome as it gave the country and
every citizen the right to vote and partic-
ipate in the political sphere. However,

but not practice. Once in a while perhaps
there is an occasion to celebrate the mo-
ments of love. How do you teach thisto a
child who has been robbed of his/her in-
nocence, when 40-odd million child
labourers toil in the field, on the road, at
construction sites, begging outside tem-
ples, streets, foraging in the junkyard?

We continue to witness such specta-
cle and have charitable, momentary pity.
Even we might think of doing something
but we want to activate our most power-
ful brain cell — forgetfulness. We would
like to forget and move on. Offer justifica-
tion — we cannot do any thing, or worse,
‘they are in this condition because they
deserved it’ is our blunt reaction. We all
have done something of this sort once in
our lifetime. Redemption for ourselves is
only what we seek. We have categorised
human emotions and our response to a
calamity based on one’s last name.

In this practice, women and men take
active part. In a society bound by the reli-
gion of endogamy, loving is a treacherous
act. Love is pure and impure. Loving is poi-
sonous vitriol. Only mad people chose to
love and test the audacity of its limits. Any
sane person would follow the ritual of

Indian life. Birth — teenage — grow casteist
— youth — become an agent of caste —
heterosexual marriage — transform into
mature casteist — to children transport
casteism — old age — despise everyone —
death — die a casteist.

InIndialoveis not free.Itis strictly putin
chains, bound for generations. If one dares
to participate in love, the love giver and re-
ceiver face unmeasurable wrath. Parents
and society who teach us so much about
love do not demonstrate how to love. They
become hypocrite agents of such troubled
narration. They inject conditioned love that
is impossible elsewhere but possible in
caste conditions patrolled by strict rules.

The child upon witnessing such a story
goes back to the doors of his/her imagina-
tion thatis infused with carefree possibil-
ities. That state of free mind is incumbent
to breaking barriers and halts on enjoy-
ment of freedoms.

Suraj Yengde, author of bestseller

Caste Matters, is a postdoctoral fellow at

Harvard Kennedy School and
arecipient of the Rohith Vemula
Memorial Scholar Award.

He curates the fortnightly
‘Dalitality’ column

My space, my politics

itis the responsibility of political parties to
chart out a roadmap for those who do.

Itis not surprising thatitis the woman
who is under constant pressure to prove
her worth and capability at every rung of

with every passing . her political growth story.
decade of the Republic, Iknew whatIsignedup  Sheisjudged on various
womenkeptgettingside-  for — the uncertainties. Parameters, not just in-

lined and relegated to the
fringe. I am happy that
many regional parties are

power games, internal
fight for survival, the

ternally in her political
organisation, but also by
political opponents out-

hus Qo and many, m. CXternal persona, the  FEE0 FOCl R
cluding mine, have per sonal becoming this head on and move
starFed to address this is- public and vice-versa. folrvx_/ar? in her politilcal
sue in earnest. . roleis always assessed as

It surprises me when NOthlng COmES easy someone V\SI/hO got things
peoplewhodonotknow these days except for too soon, with animplied
en%utgt; CI)Jf tlhte Shiv Sena criticism, memes and gotlllnection to some god-
rushtolabelitasamisog- . . . ather or some compro-
ynist party. The trpth is sick, Judgmental ]Okes mise. Itisindeed strange
far from that. Of its 91 to see two sets of reaction

corporators in Mumbai, 50 are women.
Many women were given tickets in the
open category seats, the ones not reserved
for women. Through its Pratham Ti
(Woman First) initiative, the party is not
justgrooming young women leaders, but
giving them equal organisational respon-
sibility along with important tasks. The
party’s election manifesto had several
women leaders taking the lead in draft-
ing it. Pratham Ti teams, who were also at
the forefront of the election campaign,
have now been entrusted to reach out to
farmers and help address their problems.

While the sad reality is that not many
women choose politics as a career choice,

for those who climb the success ladder —
one for the man and the other for the
woman. For the man, it’s ‘commitment’
thatensures success, but for the woman, it
is ‘compromise’!

There are several examples of women
politicians being publicly shamed with in-
sinuations on their character — Jaya Prada,
Privanka Gandhi Vadra, Mayawati,
Sushma Swaraj, Hema Malini,
Vasundhara Raje, ] Jayalalithaa, Sonia
Gandhi, have all been subjected to this.
Powerful women all. Now imagine
women who are struggling in their own
political spaces.

My political journey has been wit-

[llustration:Suvajit Dey

nessed by many and spoken about by
many, especially on social media plat-
forms, but it is a journey I have traversed
onmy own terms. I regret not one bit of it.
[ knew what I signed up for when I chose
to undertake this journey — the uncer-
tainties, the ups and downs, the power
games, the internal fight for survival, the
external persona, the personal becoming
public and vice-versa, yes, everything.
Nothing comes easy these days except for
criticism, memes and sick and judgmen-
tal jokes cracked at someone’s expense.

Since I have been the media face, it is
natural that many people across the nation
were invested in me and I do respect that.
Ihave always maintained that while  have
been overwhelmed with the love I have got
over the years, | have been equally appalled
but not deterred when I have seen people
crack cheap jokes just to hit back at me.

[ have always wondered if those in-
dulging in personal slander and vulgar
memes or jokes about me have paused to
think that my 16-year-old tech-savvy son
could be seeing those messages or if my
12-year-old daughter could be impacted?
Of course my children aren’t the nation’s
responsibility, but do pause and think be-
fore making that joke on anyone in public
life — are you attacking the individual or
her idea or her identity or her decisions?

The writer is a senior Shiv Sena leader
National Editor Shalini Langer curates the

fortnightly ‘She Said’ column
shalini.langer@expressindia.com

Outof
MYMIND
MEGHNAD DESAI

ITIS easy for the winner to say there is no
winner and no loser. The loser is the one
who has to be truly magnanimous, swal-
low the humiliation of the loss and not ask
for areview of the verdict. It was said im-
mediately after the Supreme Court ver-
dict on the Ram Janmabhoomi case on
November 9 that this will provide a clo-
sure. Maybe, as to legal proceedings, it
might. But will the wounds heal?

That depends on the winners show-
ing true magnanimity. So far there has
been no sign. What would truly rever-
berate is for the VHP to say sorry for the
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Now, RSS turn to show magnanimity

destruction of the Babri Mosque. It did
serve their purpose after all. They broke
the law and won the site. Instead we
learn that they demand of the govern-
ment that the guilty karsevaks have their
cases withdrawn. If the government
complies, that would be an open invita-
tion to them to start on Mathura and
Kashi regardless of the Supreme Court
citation of the Places of Worship Act,
1991. Having broken the law once and se-
cured their aim, what would stop any-
one from repeating the same? It would
have to be for the BJP/RSS to lay down the
law and stop any such possibility. In
1992, the Parivar was harbouring a sense
of deprivation and exclusion. Now being

-
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in power, it should accept responsibility.

Legal judgments are binding pro tem.
They are based on the legal myth that the
rival parties stand on an equal footing. But
they rarely do. This is why legal judgments
never settle troublesome issues which
arise from inequalities of power. How
many decisions of the colonial courts are
accepted by any of us?

The Supreme Court Bench was aware
of the political minefield it was treading.
Hence, the unanimity as well as the
anonymity, both devices preserving the
names of individual justices from appear-
ing in public. But there have been at-
tempts already to breach the defences.
There is talk of different fonts having been

used in different parts of the thousand-
page judgment as a clue to who wrote
what. Let us hope the secret is preserved.

Reading the many subsequent articles
in half-a-dozen newspapers over the days
since the judgement, it would appear that
as each day passes, there are more con-
flicting opinions. Yet, they are not divided
by obvious Hindu/Muslim binary. On both
sides of the issue, members of both com-
munities appear. That is a sign that gives
one hope.

Imagine the alternative. The Supreme
Court, the temple of Justice as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi reminded us,
could have pronounced that the destruc-
tion of the mosque — not to say the instal-

lation of the Ram Lalla in 1949, Rajiv
Gandhi’s unlocking of the doors and his
permission of Shilanyas — being illegal,
the government should establish a trust
to rebuild the mosque. And that Ram Lalla
Virajaman should get 5 acres in the neigh-
bourhood to build the temple.

Could that judgment have been wel-
come with similar enthusiasm, not to say
asense of relief? Very unlikely. The beauty
of the present judgment is that it accom-
modates the realities of power with re-
quirements of legality in a way which be-
queaths a legitimacy which is conducive
to public peace if not harmony.

Let us face it. We may not be always
so lucky.

New Delhi

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGF

Twitter@tavleen_singh

RAHUL GANDHI finds his way into this
column after along absence for two
reasons. The first because the Supreme
Court’s ruling on the Rafale deal last
week brought back memories of his
childish campaign filled with reckless
accusations. The second reason is that 1
have it on good authority that Rahul will
return soon as president of our oldest
political party. I hear that when he is
done with his spiritual holidays and
whenever he thinks that his batteries
are fully charged, he will return. Sadly,
nothing else will change. The people
who advised him to attack Narendra
Modi where he was least vulnerable
continue to surround him. And, the heir
to the mighty Dynasty continues to
flaunt his political heritage in that same
entitled way.

Inrecent days, he has been relatively
silentin public. But, the task of
reminding India of the political birthright
the Gandhi siblings believe they
inherited, appears to have been taken
over by his sister. On Jawaharlal Nehru’s
birth anniversary, she tweeted, “My
favourite story about my great-
grandfather is the one about when as PM,,
he returned from work at 3 am to find his
bodyguard exhausted and asleep on his
bed. He covered him with a blanket and
slept on an adjacent chair.” Were there
no other beds in Teen Murti House?
When are Nehru's heirs going to realise
that instead of silly anecdotes they need
toremind young Indians of Nehru'’s
enormous political contribution? He
managed to keep liberal democracy alive
inIndiain a time when despots and
military dictators ruled everywhere in
our neighbourhood.

Nehru’s economic policies may have
taken us down the wrong road but it says
something for him that not even ‘rightist’
Mr Modi has been able to step away from
the socialist road. What he has stepped
away fromis Nehru'’s political legacy,
which was his deep commitment to the
fundamental principles of democracy.
Modi, as I have discovered the hard way,
despises dissidence and, without it,
democracy immediately becomes an
illiberal thing. This has become
frighteningly evident since he won re-
election. As has an arrogant
triumphalism.

While the Prime Minister was away
in Brazil, it was left to his ministers to
comment on the Supreme Court’s
judgment on Rafale. And, they came
across as bullies competing for Modi’s
attention. The worst performance came
from Ravi Shankar Prasad, a man I have
always thought of as decent and humble.
He appeared on national television to
demand in menacing tones that Rahul
‘must apologise to the people of India.’
The same words could have been said
without menace and would have
sounded fine. But, he chose to sound like
a bully reminding ordinary Indians that
the man who called himself the ‘pradhan
sevak (first servant)’ could be turning into
ademagogue. There are those who have
said in recent days that he was always a
demagogue and I was the one who did
not see this. But, I continue to believe that
Modi won a second term because
ordinary Indians did not see himasa
demagogue either.

He won a second term for other
reasons as well, of which, in my view, an
important one was the immature and
very shrill campaign that his main
opponent ran. On the day that the
Supreme Court declared that they saw
no hanky-panky in the Rafale deal,
some news channels ran old clips of
Rahul’s election speeches. These
included the one in which he declared
that even the Supreme Court had
accepted that the country’s ‘chowkidar’
was a thief. He has apologised for this lie
and so has been let off with a warning,
but it was a stupid lie that worked
against him and not Modi. On top of
this, he reduced political discourse to
endlessly chanting ‘chowkidar chor hat’
and endlessly repeating that the Prime
Minister had ‘stolen’ Rs 30,000 crore
from this deal and ‘put itin Anil
Ambani’s pocket’. Not evenilliterate
voters believed that more than half of
the contract’s money could have been
‘stolen’. Nor did they believe that Modi
was personally corrupt.

Itis since he became prime minister
a second time that weaknesses have
begun to show from behind the bluster
and braggadocio, and if the Congress
wants to become a credible opposition
party, it needs to focus on these. The
biggest chink in Modi’s invincibility is
his failure to revive economic growth.
This has begun to manifest itself on the
ground in the failure to create jobs. The
other weakness evident even to
observers who watch India from
distant lands is his paranoia about
dissidence. India is beginning to be
seen as an ‘illiberal’ democracy. So the
best way for the Congress party to
revive its fortunes will be to stand up
for Nehru's real political legacy: liberal
democracy. This is more important
now than ever before.




THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, NOVEMBER 17,2019

16 BOOKS

ExPrESS EDITORS
RECOMMEND

SAHITYA AKADEMI award-win-
ning writer Nabaneeta Dev Sen
passed away last week, leaving be-
hind alegacy that is rich and varied.
Poetry, short stories, novels, trave-
logues and essays — she delved into
different literary forms and ensured
that through it all, her unique voice
and sharp wit always stood out.
Contemporary social issues, narra-
tives that explored gender identities,
immigration and exile — Sen was a
deft artist with words and a deeply
empathetic author. Here is a selec-
tion to familiarise readers with the
range of Sen’s literary arc:

TRUCKBAHONE MCMAHONE
Originally published in Bengali in
1984, Sen presents a humorous trav-
elogue in this book. It is an account
of the author’s
journey across
northeast India
on a truck, upto
the border be-
tween India
and China
called the
McMahon Line.
Afirst-person
narrative span-
ning over fifty
chapters, the book traces the au-
thor’s travels from Assam to
Arunachal. The writer’s encounters
with locals along the way, arguably
at a time people were less familiar
with a middle-aged woman on a
solo road trip, make for an engaging
read. The English version is a trans-
lation by Arunava Sinha.
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SITA THEKE SHURU

An anthology featuring short stories
with women as central protagonists
in all the narratives. It is divided into
three parts broadly. Mythological
retellings, a collection of sketches
called
Matriarchy and
contemporary
short stories.
Much before
epics as a liter-
ary genre be-
came trendy;,
Sen offered us
alternative
feminist per-
spectives on
the Ramayana. The second part of
the book showcases the lives of
three generations of women, pre-
senting the domesticity of daily ex-
istence for those who live it. The
third section of the book offers short
stories that were in sync with the
times then, and which remain rele-
vant in contemporary times today.
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BHALOBASHA KARE KAY

A collection of
short sketches
written in first-
person that ex-
plore with a
keen eye the
themes of love,
relationship,
longing, iden-
tity and the
shifting senti-
ment of the idea of home.

I, ANUPAM (AMI ANUPAM)

The first novel where the Naxal
movement in
West Bengal
became the
central context.
Against the
contours of a
turbulent pe-
riod, this book
depictsa
deeply per-
sonal story of
the protagonist who suffered be-
trayal at the hands of the political
leaders of the times. A translation
was released early this year.

Looxout NOTICE

PANJAB: JOURNEYS THROUGH
FAULT LINES
Journalist and novelist Amandeep
Sandhu’s is a nuanced, extensive
account of Punjab’s history. Sandhu
spent three years travelling across
the state researching for this book
and it comes
% | throughinthe
insightful,
r'l"'i detailed narra-
tives he has to
offer. From the
crisis within
Sikhism, farm-
ers’ unrest over
crop failures,
the effects of
the Green Revolution, to the lasting
effects of militancy in the state —
Sandhu covers good ground here.
This book is mandatory reading for
anyone looking to get an idea of
Punjab’s intricate socio-political
landscape.

PAMNIAB
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RANJITLAL

ONORMAL person can be left

untouched or unmoved by

mountains. And whenyou're

fortunate enough to be born

and raised amongst the
greatest, grandest mountains in the world,
the mighty Himalaya, it’s pretty much given
that they’re going to rule your life. They can
impart fear and sorrow as well as sublime joy,
and more riches than all the gold in the world.
Stephen Alter, a “naturalized” American born
and raised in Landour, Mussoorie, was one
such lucky person — and he has given back
to these mountains as much as they have
given him in his lifetime, by writing an im-
mense biography of this 2500 km long, 9 km
high, shining mountain range.

Wild Himalaya is a well-organised book,
with different sections dealing with differ-
ent aspects of the mountain range.
Naturally, we start at the beginning: how
these monumental mountains rose up from
the floor of the seabed due to continental
drift — when the Indian subcontinent
crashed into the rest of Asia millions of
years ago. Alter delves into geology and ge-
ography, picking up ancient fossils as he
treks. He moves smoothly into the next sec-
tion dealing with the geography, the great
physical attributes of the mountains: the
mighty (and now threatened) glaciers, the
rivers that are born here and become life-
lines for the entire subcontinent, the cli-
mate (and how it’s being disastrously af-
fected by global warming), the fetid
wetlands, and the forests.

Sections on flora and fauna follow, de-
tailing birds, insects (both of which make
monumental migratory journeys) and

WILD HIMALAYA
STEPHEN ALTER
Aleph Book Company
440 pages

899

Bridgital Dreams

A timely account of the ways in which harnessing
technology can help the disempowered citizenry

JANMEJAYA SINHA

CHANDRASEKARAN, CHAIRMAN of Tata
Sons, and Purushothaman, chief economist
of Tata Group, have written an important
book on how low-skilled people enabled by
technology can solve the biggest problems
facing India today. They identify access and
jobs as the two biggest problems facing
India. Access to basic services in healthcare
and education (especially to women)and a
lack of productive jobs for young Indians en-
tering the job market, prevent India from
reaching its full potential. Importantly, they
also rue the decline of women’s participa-
tion in the workforce and the significant
benefits foregone by the nation as a result.
These issues are not new, so why is this
book important? In the year that Abhijit
Banerjee and Esther Duflo get the Nobel Prize
ineconomics for their work on poverty alle-
viation using a methodology of randomised
trials and field experiments to suggest the
best interventions, it is appropriate that
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Bridigital Nation is written. The book is sim-
ilarly grounded and shows, in an accessible
and poignant manner, how serious the prob-
lems of the poor are, and how relatively un-
qualified people too, enabled by technology,
can help address them. In contemporary jar-
gon, the authors illustrate some key “people
journeys” in trying to access basic services
of healthcare, education and finance. They
explore these journeys like ethnographers,
rather than by administering a typical cus-
tomer survey. They talk about real people
and how they try and navigate what should,
in fact, be basic services. They capture the
pain points and show the debilitating costs
that are imposed on the poor in getting
served. They write with empathy, observing
behaviour, understanding its logic and then
crafting real solutions combining technol-
ogy, people and reimagined processes. As we
read, the obvious solutions possible today
cry out to us. You can sense the opportunity
and see that the solutions are within reach.

The book begins with Nikhil Burman, a
driver in Silchar with no medical training,

CHAPTER 1, LINE 1
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Looking back to all that has occurred to me since that eventful day, I

am scarcely able to believe in the reality of my adventures. They were
truly so wonderful that even now I am bewildered when I think of them
— A Journey to the Centre of the Earth, Jules Verne

In High Places

Stephen Alter’s exhaustive biography of the Himalayas is an exceptional tribute to the world’s mightiest mountains

(Below) Stephen Alter; Mount Everest as seen from an aircraft in Bhutan. Wikimedia Commons

mammals which have adjusted their
lifestyles to suit the often hostile, severe
conditions, be they snow leopards, red pan-
das, blue sheep or bears. In the section
‘Ancestral Journeys’, he outlines the stories
of people who moved into these Himalayan
landscapes and settled there, or just went
up and down the mountains according to
the seasons. There were also the pioneer-
ing explorers — brave, great, even venal and
selfish —who mapped these mighty moun-
tains west to east and north to south, sur-
veying their heights and valleys and plot-
ting the courses of their glaciers and rivers.
No Himalayan story could be complete
without its army of mountaineers, that of-
ten grim bunch of men and women who
were determined to get to the top, some-
times at any (occasionally selfish) cost. The
peaks took their blood money too, as many
perished on the slopes. Alter tells us of the
strange psychology at work here: a climber
is never happier than while climbing, though
he or she may be in pain, exhausted and just
driven upwards by grim determination and
willpower. The relief when he or she is back
safely down is enormous, but staying at
home causes depression and they can’t wait
to get up again. But as one famous moun-
taineer is credited with saying, it's worth re-
membering that “you do not conquer
Everest, Everest allows you to climb her.”
The final section deals with mythology,
Himalayan art and legends — including of
course the ever-elusive yeti. Asmuch asitis
about the Himalaya, this book is about the
people who went there and lived there,
whether as explorers, mountaineers,
trekkers, surveyors, botanists, birdwatchers,

navigating the quagmire of
Indian healthcare services
for the poor. Parking his
truck on the kerb of
National Highway 37, with

aphone, he obtains doctors’ pr e dvacsiidy

appointments, fixes afford-
able lodgings, provides hon-
est expectations around
cures, costs and timelines. .
He is an empathetic mid- —— %
dleman who charges mod-
est sums for invaluable

BRIDGITAL NATION:

biologists, geologists, farmers, shepherds,
yogis and people mostly like you or me, who
must get their dose of the mountains at least
once a year. Alter has trekked north and
south and east and west, meeting such peo-
ple, observing festivals and listening to leg-
ends. Any mountain range as monumental
will have attracted its share of superstitious
and religious fervour — with the Himalayas
it's mainly Hinduism and Buddhism.

The problems associated with people and
the mountains are also examined through-
out the text: the effects of global warming
(causing flash floods), our reckless meddling
with the rivers, rampant damming (which
could cause earthquakes), mountaineers and
tourists littering everywhere, and (often
hideous) infrastructure — like hotels spring-
ing up like warts on the slopes. In addition,
the Forest Department (beginning with colo-

routine tasks are delegated

] . Tﬂ" to others. This releases
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4,000 extra doctor hours.

AP o Locally-recruited ASHAs

| equipped with iPads make
home visits, record symp-
toms, give advice and make

ot patient records and store

them in the cloud. The

' nerve centre acts also as a

local health call centre for
both outreach and to an-
swer routine queries, con-

services. Thelinesof people  SOLVING necting people to doctors
waiting tosee himhighlight TECHNOLOGY'S remotely and dealing with
how the poorvaluehisserv-  PEOQPLE PROBLEM simple requests like setting
ices. But all he does could be N CHANDRASEKARAN up hospital appointments.
done so much better, faster ’ In a short period, the pri-
and cheaperif he was aided ROOPA mary health centres in Kolar
by changed processesusing PURUSHOTHAMAN have been reinvigorated,
technology. Chandraand  Penguin/ Allen Lane meaningful jobs for semi-
Roopa illustrate this by de- 344 pages skilled people have been
scribing two current TCSex- X799 created, precious doctor

periments — one in the All

time has beenreleased, and

India Institute of Medical

Sciences and the other in Kolar district. In
the Kolar experiment, a sanatorium at one
edge of town provided by the state, is con-
verted into a Digital Nerve Centre by TCS.
The objective is to redefine certain roles and
create a new set of technology-enabled
semi-qualified health workers. The respon-
sibilities of doctors are recrafted and many
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health care services have
become easier and more convenient to nav-
igate for the people. The book tells other sto-
ries of how one single action has often
changed the fortunes of the family — like
that of Jasleen, whose family’s support al-
lowed her to study and join the police.
All the stories highlight the essence of
bridgital, the combination of bridgital
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nial times) ravaged the forests and grew what
could produce a quick and hefty return onin-
vestment — often not the right choice, botan-
ically and biologically speaking. As always,
the driving force is getting obnoxiously rich
very, very quickly and at any cost.

I would (if [ could!) make this book
mandatory reading for anyone planning to
visit the Himalaya. (There are stupendous
pictures too!) Hopefully, it will help you
stop demanding wifi and cable TV from
your hotel and make you go out to the win-
dow, and stand and stare. You can be sure,
that as they have been doing for millennia,
the mountains will reach out to you, and
gently deflate your overblown ego in the
best way possible.

Ranjit Lal is an author, environmentalist
and bird watcher

processes (processes reimagined with tech-
nology), bridgital technology (the need for
an integrated physical digital perspective)
and bridgital workers (increasing the reach
and spread of technology through trained,
semi-skilled workers). The potential that
this combination has for addressing many
critical problems of Indians is enormous,
and spans sectors such as education, skilling,
agriculture and access to other basic serv-
ices. One wishes they had explored these
options more extensively.

Thisis asimple book, butit is not simplis-
tic. It urges us to solve big problems using the
resources that India has, supported by the
power of technology. A technology thatis em-
powered because processes have been recre-
ated, and, reach and spread have been im-
proved by training and empowering
unskilled Indians. Chandra and
Purushothaman want to reduce the pain of
the underprivileged in navigating life in India.
They try to illustrate problems by showing
us, through real experiments, what is possi-
ble today. They give us hope and show us that
the Prime Minister’s vision of sabka saath,
sabkavikas, with sabkavishwas, is truly within
our reach. They have written an important
book that should be read by bureaucrats and
politicians alike. As a nation, we need to act
bridgitally!

Janmejaya Sinha is chairman, BCG India
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I, Sunil Kumar S/o Subhash
Chander R/o-House No.56,
Ground Floor, Pocket-10,
Sector-22, Rohini, Delhi-110086,
have changed the name of my
minor Daughter from Nehal to
Nehal Agarwal for all purposes.

0040520713-1

I-SurderSgTS7oIodrSimgt
R/0 WZ-34/1, GaliNo.22, Sant

Garh, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
from Surinder Singh to
Surinder Singh Kuchhar, for all
legal purposes. 0040520717-1

I,SanjayKumarGuptas/o
Anand Kumar Gupta R/0O-C-
383, Defence Colony, 3rd-Floor,
N.Delhi-110024 Changed My
Name To Sanjay Gupta.

0040520779-6

I, Sandeep S/0 JivaRam Dahiya,
resident: C-69, New Multan
Nagar, Delhi-110056, have
changed my name to Sandeep
Dahiya. 0040520737-2

I, Sahreem Khan D/0 Basim
Irfani R/0 1-35 Abul Fazal
Enclave Jamia Nagar Okhla
N.Delhi-25, inform that my
name has been wrongly
mentioned in my 10th & 12th
Marksheet as Sahareem Khan.
My correct nameis Sahreem
Khan. 0040520690-1

avi KantS/0 Ramesh Sethi
r/0-654, Arya samaj wali Gali,
Tohana, Haryana, changed my
name to Ravi Sethi.

0040520806-1

I, Rajesh S/o Dhannai R/0 1/281,
Flat No.S-2, Vasundhra,
Ghaziabad, UP-201012, have
changed my name to Rajesh
Sharma for all purposes.

0040520697-1

I, Rajendr Singh S/o0 Sh.Baljeet
Singh R/0F-21, Gali No:-6 West
Jyoti Nagar, Shahdara Delhi-94,
have changed my name
Rajendr Singh to Rajendra
Singh for all future purposes.

0040520722-1

I,Rajender Singh S/o0 Gopal
Singh R/0-B-46 Subhash-Park
Extn Uttam-Nagar, New Delhi-
110059. Have changed the
name of my minor son Shasank
Rawat aged 15-years and he
shall hereafter be known as
Shashank Rawat,for all
purposes. 0040520806-3

I, Rajender Kumar s/o Trilok
Nath R/0-1/6331, GaliNo-5, East
Rohtas-Nagar, Shahdara Delhi-
110032, have changed my name
to Rajender Kumar Bhasin
Permanently.

0040520765-4

I, R.Kalaivani W/O No JC 312907Y
Nb Sub Raju.K R/O
Sandhaithanmpatti,
Andikarai-(Post), Mettur (TK),
Salem-(Dist), Tamilnadu-
636404, that my Date of birth
was Wrongly writtenin my
husband Army Service Record
is-11/12/1983. But my Correct
Date of birth is-13/5/1998.
Which may be amended
accordingly. Vide Affidavit
Date-16/11/2019 Sworn before
Notary Delhi.

0040520765-10

I, Paramjeet Singh ChalotraS/o
Daleep Singh R/0 655 Rishi
Nagar Shakur Basti, Delhi, have
changed my nameto
Paramjeet Singh permanently.

0040520735-1

I, Nishkala Arora W/o Amit Arora
R/o0 D-74 Sector-52 Noida-
201301 U.P. have changed my
name to Nishkal Arora.

0040520699-1

I, Naresh Kumar Beniwal S/0
Randhir Singh R/0 90, Sector-6,
Bahadurgarh District-Jhajjar,
Haryana, have changed my
name to Naresh Kumar
permanently. 0040520735-3

I, Naaz Farha W/o Nadeem
Ahmed, resident: V-182, Gali
No.23, Vijay Park, Maujpur,
Delhi-110053, have changed my
name to Farha Naaz.

0040520737-1

I, Mohd Shahid R/O B-23, Street
No-4, Brahmpuri, Delhi-110053.
Changed My Minor Son’s
Name Mohd Ashmeer To
Mohammad Abdullah.

0040520779-4

I, Mohd Jahangir S/0-Mohd
Haseeb R/0-J-3/50, Khirki-
Extention, Malviya-Nagar,
New-Delhi-17.have changed
my name to Jahangeer, for all
future purposes. 0040520779-3

I, Md Manzarul Islam Siddiqui
S/0 Mohammad Saiful Islam
Siddiqui R/0-C-212, F/F,
Shaheen-Bagh, Thokar No-8,
ND-25, have changed my name
from Manzarul Islam
Siddiqui@Mohd Manzarul
Islam Hami to Md Manzarul
Islam Siddiqui, for all
purposes. 0040520779-2

I, Savita W/o Rajesh Sharma R/o
1/281,Flat No.S-2, Vasundhra,
Ghaziabad, UP-201012, have
changed my name to Savita
Sharmafor all purposes.

0040520697-2

I, MAHAVIR Prasad-S/o Bihari lal
R/0-h.n0-1/4362 St. no-7 Ram-
Nagar mandoli-road shahdara-
Delhi-32, inform that name of
my has been wrongly-
mentioned as Mahavir Prashad
inmy MTNL service-record the
correct name is Mahavir
Prasad, for all future purposes.

0040520779-1

I, Lata w/0 ShriSubhash
ChaudhariR/0 G-223A Sector-
22 Noida district-Gautambudh
Nagar UP have changed my
name to Pinki permanently.

0040520778-1

I, Lallta Chalotra W/o Paramjeet
Singh R/o0 655 Rishi Nagar
Shakur Basti, Delhi, have
changed my name to Lalita
Rani permanently.

0040520735-2

Y Vi uamar i amar
R/o Flat No.-60, Pushpanjali
Apartment, Plot No.-10, Sector-
4,Dwarka, Delhi-110078, have
changed my name to Vikas
Vashist. 0040520736-1

T hitherto Inder Preetsingh
Kukreja alias Inder Preet Singh
S/0 Sh. Arvinder Pal Singh R/o0
CA-95-C DDA Flats Hari Nagar
ND-64 Have Changed My Name
And Shall Hereafter be Known
as Inder Preet Singh.

0040520779-7

I,PrasannaBera,s/0J.K-Bera
R/0.C-1003,Design Arch,
Surajpur Site-C Greater, Noida,
U.P.,have changed my name
from Prasanna Kumar Bera to
PrasannaBera for all purposes.

0040520751-3

LL,Vinod Kumar Jha,R/0.B-
02,Harmukh Apartment,Alpha-
1,Greater Noida,U.P.,declare
thatinthe documents of my
daughter Ananya my name s
wrongly written as Vinod Jha,
whereas my correct nameis
Vinod kumar Jha. Infuture,l
shall be known as Vinod Kumar
Jhaforall purposes.

0040520751-2

I, Km.SeemaDeviW/O Rajendra
Singh R/0O Flat No-230, Veer
Awas Apartments, Sector-18a,
Dwarka, New Delhi-
110075.,changed My Name To
Seema. 0040520779-5

I, Jyoti Bamola W/o Kuldeep R/0
G-29, GaliNo-1,Som Bazar
Road, Raja Puri, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059, have
changed my name to Jyoti
Pokhriyal for all purposes.

0040519773-1

Ahmed R/0 2747, Mohalla
Nihariyan, Behind G.B Road,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name to Hina Begum.

0040520765-5

I, Harpreet Kaur W/o Sunpreet
Singh Anand R/0 A-8/43,Rana
Pratap Bagh, Delhi, have
changed my name to Harpreet
Kaur Anand permanently.

0040520735-4

y i 3 W,
Esogipeta Madhusudhan R/o
flat.No-203 Tower-CS-5
Supertech Capetown sector-74
Noida GautambudhNagar UP
have change my nameto
ESOGIPETA Narmada.

0040520778-2

1, Emetia Chaakma D/0 Basanta
Chakma R/o D-342, First Floor,
Street No.12, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi-110092, have changed my
name to Lisa Chakma forall
future purposes. 0040520696-1

MATRIMONIAL

L. I, Sunil Kumar Gupta S/0 Late
Shri Rajeshwar Pershad Gupta
have changed my name from
Sunil Kumar to Sunil Kumar
Gupta adding my surname
Gupta. Hence, I shall be known
as Sunil Kumar Gupta for all
purposes. 2. Change of address
I have also shifted from Delhi to
Noida Old address is 2532-A,
Churiwalan, Sadak Prem
Narayan, Delhi 110006. New
address Noida dueto
permanently shifted at my new
residence Addressis: B 0402,
Boronia, Tower E, Victory Cross
Road, Sector143B, FNG Road,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Noida-
201304 Uttar Pradesh my new
address will be applicable for
all purposes as my
correspondence and
permanent address.

0070683996-1

I Mast. Devanshu S/o Sanjeev
Goel R/0-B-92,F-2 Ramprastha
Colony Chander Nagar
Ghaziabad UP-201011 have
changed my nameto
Deepanshu Goel.

0040520765-6

IMukesh S/o Chandeshwer
Singh R/0 1252 Block-32 Sector-
56-A Ballabgarh Faridabad
have changed my name to
Mukesh Kumar  0040520692-2

IRachana S/O Mustar R/O-H.No-
1883 Gali Wazir Beg Turkman
Gate Delhi-110006. Have
Change My Name To Abdul
Rehman. 0040520765-8

IRakesh Kumar Sharawat S/o
Daljeet Singh R/0 57, Sahipur
Village, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-
110088, have changed my name
to Rakesh Kumar. for all
purposes. 0040520765-9

TTirpurari Kumar S/o Anirudh
Prasad Srivastav, H.N0.-907/29
2nd-Floor Mahatma Gandhi-
Marg RajNagar-2 Palam-
Colony Bagdola Delhi-77 have
changed my name to Tripurari
Kumar. 0040520765-7

I hitherto known as SHASHI
SHARMA w/0 ANAND SHARMA
residing at 297, C8, Sector8,
Rohini, Delhi85, have changed
my name & shall hereafter be
known as SHWETA SHARMA

0050158536-1

I, Amim Ahmed S/0 Shabbir
Ahmed R/0 2762 Street Chandi
Wali, Pahari Bhojla Turkman
Gate, Delhi-6 have changed my
name to Syed Ameed Ahmed
forall purposes. 0040520731-1

I, Ankush Saini S/o Sh.Harkesh
R/0-H.No-13, Kartare Wali Gali,
Kushak-Hiranki, Delhi-
110036,My Name has been
Wrongly Written as Ankush in
My Aadhar-Card and Pan-Card,
the Actual Name of Mineis
Ankush Saini, Ankush Saini and
Ankush Same and one Person

0040520692-1

I, Charanjit Kaur W/o Hardeep
Singh Babra R/0 106 Kohat
Enclave Pitampura Delhi-
110034 changed my name to
Charanjit Kaur Babra.

0040520765-2

I, Charu Kumar W/o Harpreet
Singh R/0-402, Street No.23,
Chattarpur Hills,New Delhi-
110074, have changed my name
to Charu permanently.

0040520751-1

I, Kamia Sharma W/o-Sh.Sachin
Kumar R/0-53A, DDA-Flats,
Pink-Apartments,Site-2,
Pocket-6,Nasirpur,
Dwarka,South/West Delhi-
110045,have changed my name
to Kamia Kumari after-
marriage. 0040520806-2

I, Hardeep Singh S/0 Dalbir
Singh R/0 106 Kohat Enclave
Pitampura Delhi-110034
changed my name to Hardeep
Singh Babra. 0040520765-1

I, Hardeep Singh Babra R/0 106
Kohat Enclave Pitampura
Delhi-110034 changed my
minor daughter’s name
Tismehar Kaur to Tismehar
Kaur Babra. 0040520765-3
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| BRAHMIN I
Match for Brahmin Boy 5’9”,

26.09.87, B. Tech Working MNC
Pune, 16 LPA Pure Veg.
Dehradun Settled, Service
Bride Pref. Tel. +919837106737
email: cmissar@gmail.com

0040519926-1

| CASTENOBAR I

Hindu, Doctor, BHMS, 44, 5’8",
well- established seeks
unmarried bride within 30,
Religion no bar, Contact
9423216852. 0090265253-1

| TAMILIAN I

Wanted bride any marital
status for Divorcee Tamil
brahmin 49yrs MA employed
Bangalore MNC 85000 P.M.
Ct:9591904754 0050157281-1

Tamil Mudliar 88 December
born, graduate, tall, smart, well
employed boy expects Tamil
tall educated beautiful girl.
Phone 9022206292.

0090265374-2

BENGALI I

WANTED a suitable Medico
(MD/ MS/ DM) match probashi
Bengali Bramhin, servicingin
DelhiorinNorth Indiaforavery
good looking fair complexion
girl,5-7”,28 years MBBS/ MD
(Anaes) from Govt. Medical
Collage, Punjab, currently
doing SR (2nd year) in AIIMS.
Contact-9417474790.

0070683014-1

HINDU I

Saraswat brahmin Beautiful
girl,20.11.88,4: 02 am,
5'7”,working as HR. Preferred
Govt. Job. Contact 98154-50240

0050158347-1

| RAMGARHIA I

Professionally qualified well
settled match for Ramgarhia
smartgirl, M.Tech Asstt. Prof,
90 born, 5’-3” Reputed well
educated family. Ludhiana
preferred. Send Biodata.
9988032710, 9876736710,
9876175000 0020396553-1

| SIKH/PUNJABI I

Punjabi MDS (Dentist) 90 Born
educated family Mumbai girl
expects Doctor or Professional
smart well settled family boy
Phone.9920030951.

0090265374-1

Professionally qualified
turbaned handsome Officer or
well settled business man
match for Ludhiana based
beautiful, fair sikh tonk
kashatrya girl B Tech working
as Business Analyst at Mohali
5’4" July 90 father senior officer
09478900059 0050158430-1
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Sd/-

B.K. YADAV (Advocate)
Delhi High Court

Ch, No. 576, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court,
Delhi-110054
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my Client Sheela Devi W/O Shri Rajende
Kumar and her husband Shri Rajende
Kumar both R/O 387-A, Ambedkar Marg
Mandawali, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092, hav
debarred, disown and break down all th
relationship from their son namel
Kuldeep @ Anil & his wife Anita, from their al
moveable and Immoveable properties eithe
self acquired or ancestral situated all ovel
India due to their misconduct, disobedienc:
and misbehavior attitude. My client will no
be responsible in future for their acts which
was done by them.
Sd/
KAUSHAL KUMAR SING
Advocat
Ch.No. 317, Patiala House Courts
New Delhi-110001
M.No.: 9871210847

— PUBLICNOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Shri Aji
Singh Gandhi S/o late Sh. Sant Ram
Gandhi R/o Plot No. 5, Site 11, 2nd
Floor, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi
110060 do hereby severe all kind o
relationship from his son namelyf
Pawanijit Singh Gandhi residing at Plo
No. 5, Site 11, 3rd Floor, West Pate
Nagar, New Delhi- 110060 and
disinherits him from all his movable and
immovable properties on account of hi:
misconduct towards my client. Any on
dealing with him shall be doing so a
one’s own risks & peril.
Sd/
SANJAY VERMA (Advocate
Ch. No. 409, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-51

This Is for information to the public at large thal
my clients Sh. Harvinder Singh Paul S/O late S|
Harbans Singh and his wife Smt. Sharan Pau

both R/o 11/176, New Moti Nagar, New Delhi also}
at M-533, Ground Floor, Guru Harkrishan Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi have severed all thei
relations with their younger daughter Shyna Paul,
and have debarred/disowned her from all thei
moveable and immovable properties and assets

as she at her own has left house of my client in
the year 2011-12 and has not provided her details
and is also out of their control. Anybody dealin
with her in any manner, shall do so at his/her/theq
own risk and responsibility and my clients shal
not be held responsible for any of her act, deeds
or misdeeds in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/A
SARVAGYA SHARM
(Advocates
Ch.No. 735-B, W. Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-5

It Ts~for-Gererat-informatiorrtrat
HARINDER KAUR W/o Sh
Jitendra Pal Singh Kocher residin
at MIG Flat No. B-66, First Floor.
Sheetal Co-Op. G.H.S. Ltd Plo
No. 12, Sector-14, Rohini, Delhi
110085, declare that name of min
has been wrongly written a
HARVINDER KAUR in m
Property Documents Conveyanc
Deed, G.P.A, Agreement to Sell
Deed of Will, Receipt, Affidavit
Possession Letter, etc. The actua
name of mine HARINDER KAU
respectively which may b
amended accordingly.

i FUBLIC MOTICE

My Clenl A&, Arsd Singh Slo
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My client Mohd. Arif S/o Late Mohd.
Ismail R/o H.N0.159, 1st Floor, Gali
No.18, Vijay Park, Mauzpur, Delhi-
53 has disowned & disinherited his
both sons Mohd. Abid and Mohd.
Zahid Both R/o H.N0.159, First and
Second Floor, Gali No.18, Vijay
Park, Mauzpur, Delhi-53 from his
entire property movable and
immovable including Shop No.695
Hamilton Road, Kashmiri Gate,
Delhi-6 under his tenacy from Delhi
wakf Board & also severed his all
relations with them. Henceforth
they shall have no right, title or
interest in my above said
properties. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so at his/her
own peril.

R.K. BINDAL ADVOCATE
Ch. No.121, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari, Delhi-110054

It is hereby informed by this notice to aII|

public at large that my client Sh. Kuldeep
Singh S/o Sadhu Singh R/o 18-A, Block-B|
Chander Vihar, Nilothi Extn, New Delhi with
his own will and having well healthy sound
mind, without pressure of any type from
anywhere have to declare that his son
namely Manpreet Singh aged 32 years and
his wife have no relation with my client from,
today. My client has declared himself|
entirely separate from him, his family & his
any act. My client hereby shall not be held
responsible for any kind of his acts, from his
certain misdeeds causing a lot of problems,
defame, humiliation, insecurity, danger to
life for them and other family members.
Hereinafter any person/persons dealing

with his son along with his wife and family,
shall deal at his/her own cost and
responsibility as my client has cut all the
relations with him and my client is not
accountable for any type of transation, deal,
act, etc’s of his said son Manpreet Singh.

Sd/-
DALJIT SINGH (Advocate)
Membership No.- 898/2000
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Be it=kmowm=to=tire—generat—public=that m
clients Shri Rama Shankar, S/o. Shr
Jamunadeen Prasad AND Smt. Vidya Devi
wife of Shri Rama Shankar, both residents o
H.No. 3339, B- Block, Street No. 87, San
Nagar, Burari, Delhi-110084 have severed aII
their relations with their son Shri Sumi

Nishad, S/o. Shri Rama Shankar , daughter i
law Ms. Arti Devi, W/o. Shri Sumit Nishad ana
their children all residents of H.No. 694, 4t
Floor, Street No. 24 Sant Nagar, Burari, Delhi
110084 for all intents and purposes from the
date of publication. My aforesaid clients alsg
debar their above son and daughter in la

from movable and immovable properties as
they are out of control of my clients and thei
behaviour and attitude towards my clients i:
very much rude, unwanted and cruel. A

such, my clients are not interested to have
any relations with their above son and
daughter in law. Whoever deals with them
shall be doing so at his/her/ their own risk
costs and consequences and my aforesaid
clients shall not be responsible in any manne
whatsoever.

Krishan Kumar (Advocate
Ch. No.-157, Block-I
Delhi High Court, N. Delhi-0:
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2, Netaji Subhash Road, Kolkata-700001

Ple ICE
published on 10.11.2019 of Indiar]

Express. Reserve Price & Earnes
Money Deposit was not print b
mistake for Property No.2 in Sr
No.3 (M/s Raj Kumar & Brother
& Vegetables and Fruits Pvt Ltd)
which will be as follows: Reserv
Price- 21,58,000/- & Earnes
Money Deposit- ¥2,15,800. Rest o
the contents in the advertisemen
regarding this will remai

unchanged. Authorized Officer
Allahabad Bank

5. E. RAILWAY TENDER

e-Tencker Molice is irated by Chisf
Engiraied {Cany SR, T Tosdor wll
b Cosed af 1200 M=, on dus dabe
g-Tomdor Nolicy Wo,: SERCOMN-
GRC-CE-C-80.B1-1%, Due Dale:
10.92.2218; Briet Descrption of
Werd  Danedinde ol ROR &l B
SR 23 hetsren Hordamurda &
Bigra in e ol LG, Mo, 207 (Rukycs
Gala an Rosirkelp=Bisra Hoad]
tdpprox. Cosd: ¥ 1243 Crov, EMD :
THT AN & Completicn Pariad |
12 Monlhs|. Inkrasted Tandarams may
viail webarie waw reps.goyin for lull
et ledifaas plaininpechabon of e
temdera ared sunmie their bids anbne
M ; “Poragrecties Baklers oy regubaty
YbiE wveaineps govin 1o paric pane
in at cthar erders * [d'_u-wl;l.u

e-Tandar Natlca Ma,; E-D-FH-EH-E

- Trrhers fe brerlad by I:I-'.'I ﬂ::-lnu:.'
Minnager (Enpg. K5 E. Ry 'A&dra 1av
and an beshall of The Prasidend of
Idia do THR, CTH, TER, TSR, TTH,
Blo=Tolled, Composite Plant & Othor
WiEsallain cais works &8 v fokGwing
detxts, 5 Mo esTendar Hotkce Mos.
& Date: Description of Works &
Tendaer ¥alue: [1) E-DRM-Enrgy-
ADHA-ZAG-10. Dd. 13.91.2018;
i Marderaras ol Bridga Dy Prosiding
Hadias! Fatainng wol, nmpeschon seps
B gl inire gepar woied in Sdra-
Barkura & Admehasnsdl Saclon urser
fhe jur=diclion of ADENIE &l b
il Repaling af Endge by providing
Beaflas]| Retaryng wal, mespecion seps
& oInr mingr foooi wieks In A

iChamndd Sectom wds the jun=sdichon
af SEEMNSwrn; T 230,16, 308,97
{2} E-DRM-Engp-aADR&-24718, Ditcl.
13412010 Comearalan of axahing
canverdlonal balksl o0 Eco Berdly
aarobic B Toikal at Adva, Phingfes,
farkra and Vehrupor Radsay Station
wihdar EFWY (Erwiranmersy! FBelaled
Works; € 2 90 55 290 05, (3] E-DRM-
Engg-anDRA-248-18, Did. 159128189
{1} Replie2iervi el el dase, iniadeoncs, WS
el of by S, ot Bokam Socd Cily
Tampla colony Raibesy aaliismank
1} Fomowatian of Babway etiule ot
Bt Sieel| Gty () Prosvimsnn of vefies
sonnklors ab ooods shed Bardoi,
Byncickh, Dok Sl City, BREC &
alkarn (W] Convarsion of exisfng
convenbonnl baikst in Eco Frnendly
aarpbic Bio Tollal al Bokara Sisal
Ciby Haiteay Station under ERWY;
T 29777128 50 (4} E-DRM-Engij-
A0HA&-Z489-189, Did. 13F.11.20495;
Proveban of B (Sie) Mos, Composle
Plant ot fdna, Bosaro and Bankura
Getllgmant In Adra Delvigian;
£ 1,741 8155 (5} E-DRM-Engg-
ADRG-250-18, Dad. 15.11.301%; CT

(PRG3R0 K, TRR (P47 355 K, TR,
15550913 Km and CTR (41 F24 #m
i Ackia Ddalang 34500371 .45
1064 E-ﬂRH-En-gq-AUHﬁ.-E!'I-i!. Dbl
13.90.2008: () Elrninalon of diamand
croseing al Was! ond fowards
Joychand pakar under the |unsdielion
o ADENERjuil (0] THR (E)-13.316
Em 0 Adra Divizmon; T 1.35.18, 106,52
{7} E-DRM-Engy-ADRA-252-18, Did,
T18.2018; Provipen ol gued Jomi &t
Bhrisgs Jamadcha, Malkson, Loyabel,
Tt Soun and Santhaidih siallans n
coresctpn with manctir=d EF work=:
P &2 50,744.70. (3] E-DRM-Engyg-
ADRA-ZTI-10 Dd. 13.91.2098;
i Cionaructicn of Clusartsrs for Talghria-
Bokaro ard Pundia-HKalskils doubling
(i} Conpliwdion. af fhaartars. for
Damador-Mahishila, Makishila-
Eeaipaha doubling G Cordiru e
of Rest House, Transil Howss dor
TegorisBokaio aml Punda-Eiolzhita
Donbdingg; ¥ 5,58, 10 745 B2, ¢9) E4DAN-
Engg-aDRa-294-10, Did. 13115819
THR-1X1 EOT =m0 aed THRTH-S B
in fcea Dviglar; T 534857, 855 86,
{10} E-DRM-Engg-ADRA-255-10, Dael
13112019 i} Through Sieopor
Rerewal (P far 33,8 Km in Adra
Diwision ) TTR-CKHME-21 KNos.
CHCMS-178 Nos, DS-4 Mos &
CE-2 Moz  in adra Diwiskon;
FAFFAF FITER (11) E-DFW-Engg-
ADRA-2568-189, Did. 12X.41.3016;
{iy Corstruchon of new booving @em
wailing Fuall and offiar ancilary wodk
al Hamzagaor., (0} Consirucion of rew
Booking Ohice, duevelppment o
circufnting aren ad South side,
o vermenl of phatiarm edifece @
addilional plattorm at Blshnupar
atmion. (] Corsiraction of additional
Faatierm shad and Impeess oot o
platorm surlacs o Barkura stsfion.
Hv] Prosise of Fodl Chisr Bradce Dy
repacing edskng ot and non slandard
Fizal O Bradga ab Chonddakord
Hioad |v] Froviglon of addibonal
Faol OJvor BEridga al Honkera;
P 74908 353 891, [12) E-DRM-Engg-
ADAA-2ST-10, Dbd, 13912018, Q.1
for Miss PYWay Sonal worke [of e
poriod Eom 01 H0.2018 40 5308 302
whder juicklictiaon of S, Seclion
Enginoor [P.¥ayliSonamuekhl]
¢ A0 0000, The Cloaéng Dals
and Time of o-Tenders ae on
G012 2010 sk 15050 s, Deledin of abaoss
S-TnO's. may phoa i B seon Al wekaia
W ire pe go in [PR-TO10%

1. Tendar Ma.
2. Marme of work

3. Estimated cast

5. TenderFea

Iﬂ-.mlunmpﬂniuuuﬁundﬁr
For alighility crfersa and full

lime ol submission & the bender

4% ®p B SITEE 15192048

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

UJVN LIMITED

| Pt 0 e b e el Erdarpatind
B Ry " i A CELL B Eal TR
Ve B ETRHE £ 0 ETFRI0, wed g He - e b L 2om

TENDER NOTICE

Foar amnd an bahalf of O L,
LIV Lid |, Kashipur invites sealed tenders fmom interested bidders,
Brial SLIMME I:lrtl'."l"II:ll:'.'i'El5||'.IEI'l bedoy-
Q3 EE|QBCGFP YR B-20
- Hiring Two (2) nosa Vahicles along with Daiver for
Dy Genaral Manager (BBCGPP) & Exacubve
Enginear (BEBCGPP), LLVNL, Kashipur

(T AT G0 Exchading of GST & Fuel)
4. Earnest money deposit : ¥ 18 000.00 only
7. 590.00 only  {Indd, of GET)

B. Last date of downloading oftender - 1172 20719 [upta 18.00 hrs)
7. Last date of subvmission of tender

Exacitive Enginesr [HBCGFP),

AUNZ 201 B [upba AT.00 Birs)

and further dedads ondly visit our
I\'l'E‘L'-E.-HE-. Tha lenders cen be downloaded from cur webslta |e.
(walw_littarakhandjalvidyut.com and landar oost shall De pad at T

ey bl DR e 0 adoE TP BRI

12122018 1a1 15.30 s, )

Executive Enginaar

STCURTEA-THteer et fr=fafaa wrll/emfd & fau sgwe, favae=
Td e SHaRl ¥ Gevas TenT-ter g & anit # emdfa ® S
et 10.12.2019 =T 12:00 SIS Tk TH okl SIAAT 3R I f& 14:00 51
ArESeh ®9 9 Wiell st | ffaer & 9o vm oot g/ 89 e aen
ffaer oo ©d R I w® g v wEfe™ k@ |
MR A SN.TE. /A UH. . & HIEAH A ST hqE S o Seh # 51 o1
e 9,3 3R, WA/ A-37- T ot ki 9fd Fer a6t et | e om ¥
TIgd wT B | fAfaer germ ot fafsr W staeRr g9 @ <N | e Mo
SRIGIAR W *d feas § @ielt SNt | TEgeery i 3ol Jfeqef

areran g fAfaed R e @ ifieR guia: gRfdE R sTredeRTel -
fafaar do 34/2019-20 faga famor wve-fada, smHa & Iq@ve f&dm
Wehel TS ok FAG A AT 04 0 33/11 hell foRld 3Tk R oA

red AfYERT & deq &g 9 fafe vd wie ¥ wEta el & t@-
TG T FraR 3T I kT I | Tedehla=-fHfaaT Ho 35 /2019-20

forga faavor wve-fgdi, smMa & IuEve =gef kel AH o =<id 37

et 07 50 33 /11 hell fogd IUh=1 W G e AIHR & e =g @
fafeln we wiex & wwaf-ua el & W@-T@d 8 Frier Sucisd] I 6
R | STeahTei- sl |, 36/2019-20 forya foawor wue-fad, smma &
A 239 Wehel B THOI0/TAOSN0 TSl B ol AS-TTel THOZI0 Uledi bl

faga Qe ot g | A9 Td I 1 HR BT ST | IR -
faferer 9. 37/2019-20 forera faavor @ve fadt, arTaa < SR § Tegof s
ST o =T Tiehd Uehell & [a%g 3iEfies 9 ot Waier! &1 ffa

TET 1800-180-3002 (TR3),
AR 16/11/19

FH 8g TAO0/TAON0 TMEA R HR BT ST | TThTei- (AT .
38/2019-20 fored foreRr @ve fgdtar amTad & 3t=iid 31 aTel 33/11 H0H0
fIgd Sk WS UTHIY T A=A & i SIH-T=3TE i <2 e, e
9 YdlE 9 Ah-TETE 1 T HIAT ST | eqhlei-—Hiaal €60 39/2019-20
forga faawor @ve f5di™ amTad & ST=id 3T arct 33/11 o0 faga Sush=<
Yehel TRA W A=A 01 & JH-WFE &l 2 Fe, TME 9 g6
G-I T h1A FIT ST | THE Tedeh FHferarsii st wRie Wi 2000.00
i e ges TR 500+18 Hfawrd Sfogwodio swfded died Td elieT
T3 THOZ0UHOZI0/3MROLIOSTIOTHO o HIETH W USiel A seh, WhHST o
WAl W0- 6444005700000019 AEOTHOH0 hIg HOFOTAOS0-0644400 H
STHT ShTRT Sk STHT T T8 M1 FsI0 JOAN0NR0 Her U-3+ R =t
AUl ST 3TevTeh Yusi o W AT 10.12.2019 T 12.00 &1 T UH
for <1 werd ¥ 1 = e g ot e g & Wi S €1 faga
a1 T @ Website: www.pvvnl.org T @ ST Hekatt € | fo=a e
1800-180-8752 (&) e fea d
forsteft sramd | g&ar. /- stfromt st e 2311/fa o @, -fg. = /fa=mom

—E-TENDER———

PRESS NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-XIll, 1&FG
Department Govt. of Delhi, on behalf of the
President of India, invites Online Percentage rate
tender from tho approved and eligible
contractors registered with IRRIGATION AND
FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT. The
contractors who are registered with otherf
department and now got their registrations
verified from I&FC Deptt. are eligible ta
participate in Tender process for tho work:-
1. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/70(2nd call
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183785_1) Major Head o
Account 4403-(Veterinary Services and Contro
of Contagious Diseases in Hospital and
Dispensaries Capital Plan) Namo of Work
Construction of boundary wall at Kh. No. 157 In
village Issapur In N.G. Block (Deposit work or
behalf of Animal Husbandry Deptt. Estimated
Cost (in Rs.) 14,45,811/- Earnest Money (in Rs.
28,916/- Time allowed 90 Days. Last date & time
of receiving & opening of tender through E
Procuromont System 22-11-2019 on 15.00 Hrs &{
15.05 Hrs respectively.
2. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/99(3rd call
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183774_1) Major Head o
Account 8443-(Deposit Works of DCHFC) Name
of Work: Providing and fixing of fire safetyf
equipments at Deihl Co-operative Housing
Finance Corporation Ltd. (DCHFC). Estimated
Cost (in Rs.) 9,74,853/- Earnest Money (in Rs.
19,497/- Timo allowed 60 Days. Last date & time
of receiving & opening of tender through E
Procurement System 22-11-2019 on 15.00 Hrs &j
15.05 Hrs respectively.
3. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/84(3rd call
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183787_1) Major Head o
Account 2711 (Revenue) Name of Work
Removal or obstruction from bed at Mungeshpurf
drain from RD 150m to RD 2740m. Estimated
Cost (in Rs.) 88,62,223/- Earnest Money (in Rs.
1,77,244/- Time allowed 120 Days. Last date ]
E

time of receiving & opening of tender through

Procurement System 22-11-2019 on 15.00 Hrs

15.05 Hrs respectively.

4. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/123 (ID No

2019_IFC_183804_1) Major Head of Accoun

4702- Rejuvenation & Preservation of wate

bodies Name of Work: Development of watel

body In Kh. No. 188 at village Mitraon in N.G

Block. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 5,86,42,351/

Earnest Money (in Rs.) 11,72,847/- Time allowed

2185 Days. Last date & time of receiving &|

opening of tender through E-Procuremen

System 22-11-2019 on 15.00 Hrs & 15.05 Hrs

respectively.

5. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/124 (ID No

2019_IFC_183813_1) Major Head of Accoun

4217-(Plan)-Development of Unauthorized

Colony) Name of Work: Improvement of Interna

streets and drains in Niranjanpark, Najafgarh

road in AC-34 (Matiala) (Reg. No. 1268)

Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 8,80,428/- Earnes

Money (in Rs.) 17,609/- Time allowed 30 Days

Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender|

through E-Procurement System 22-11-2019 o

15.00 Hrs & 15.05 Hrs respectively.

6. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/12 (3rd Call

(ID No. 2019_IFC_183819_1) Major Head o

Account 2711 (Revenue) Name of Work

Removal or obstruction from bed of Mungeshpur|

drain from RD. Om to RD. 1800m. Estimated

Cost (in Rs.) 36,95,423/- Earnest Money (in Rs.

73,908/- Time allowed 60 Days. Last date & time

of receiving & opening of tender through E

Procurement System 22-11-2019 on 15.00 Hrs &j

15.05 Hrs respectively.

7. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2019-20/101(2nd

Call) (ID No. 2019_IFC_183828_1) Major Head

of Account 2711-(Revenue) Name of Work

Providing and fixing of Solar Light at Kakrolg

Nursery. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 11,86,834/

Earnest Money (in Rs.) 23,737/- Time allowed 90

Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening o

tender through E-Procurement System 22-11

2019 on 15.00 Hrs & 15.05 Hrs respectively.

Note:-

1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibilityj
criteria can be seen and downloaded from the
web site https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s)/ corrigendum i
any, will be available at website only.

3) EMD in the form of Bankers Cheque/DD
Fixed Deposit receipt in F/o EE/ CD-XIII, I&FC
Deptt Shall be scanned and uploaded to the e
tender website within the period of bid
submission. The original EMD should be
deposited in the office of EE/CD-XIII, 1&FQC
Deptt within the period of bid submission.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XIII
DIP/Shabdarth/1016/1920

Fax: 01332763508

UJJVN LIMITED

Tendar h'-lll.:llu:ln Boticn

Office ol the Execulive Engneer, Ciwl-Il {SHE), UIVHL, Guplknshl, (Rudrapraag b Inntes sealed $erces from |
inbarasbod partiag. Bl surenasy of veark nd detads of londer sro gai hbidaow - !

H.C, "._.‘jjw.'ll' Maharani Bagh, GMS Read, Dehradun-24&8006, Telaphones:- 0115-2T63808,
. CIN Mo, U4 URII1 SEC02588E

Tendor Hotice nd.
2019-20

S EE {CiviHIIHPMMPT 0S'EE|Civil- B SHP/MMPT

1 2015-20

DEEELCivil-IIUSHPMMP]
201 8-

Mama of Wark SConalriclen IJTP..Jr.III.'I-w.i'l Consbrucl I g el "Conslruclion ol Foalpalh |
path Frosn Maln road b | catchenant Dradn in Pall | Adil 3 b adit 2 & Adied warks |
Fali willage [or piroject| villape for project effeciad ([ o i Fraojecli}
elfected Feoples allpeoples g 0 Madhyaimabeshrwar (3x5]
Madhyamabesnwar (335 | Maghyamaheahwer (3x5 MW)] SHP in District-|
MW SHP in Digtrict-| MW SHP in digtficl- | Biedrapravag”
Rudraprawan” Rudraprayag” |

Apparoximate Rs 7,35 lac (saciuding Rs. 647 lac {euciucing Rs. 838 lac (pxciuding

value of Tender =5T) GST] ST

Earmest Maney Ra_ 18 D00.00 onty R= 18,000.00 by s 21, 00000 anly

Cost of Tender Fe. 52000 {inchuding Fs. 59000 (includng e 5000 {inciuding
dacumeit GoT) G3T] ai)

Last date for T8 152075 wup b 100 Ars T8, 128 20058 up 30 100 s | TEYE #0118 up b TR 1TH firs
suhim isgion of Tender

Time & date for 20122019 i 11.00hrs. | 2000220149 & 1100 brs 20012.2019 a1 11.00 hrs.
Spdrg i Tencans S| F "— S

g 6. 649/ 1Z9ie: 15910018

The tender documenls of e pbowve works can be downlsded I:Ilr-El.JJJ-' Iram the Migams web sile

www_uitiarakhand] alvidyut.com and the cosl of terder docament should ba paid o the Bme of submission of
tender i the manner as descriied in he de
pre avaiable on the de e ed tender nolice enciased with [he ender document

taded lender notice. The eligibdi

Execullvn Emn

by eriteria e Tall & barlber details

ginger, Civill (SHP), Guptkashi|
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THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, NOVEMBER 17,2019

Kushinagar mosque
blast case: 1 more held

Lucknow: The Special Task Force (STF), in-
vestigating the Kushinagar mosque blast
case, arrested another accused from
Turkpatti police station area of the district
late on Friday night.

This arrest has taken the total number of
accused held to seven. ENS
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QUESTIONING THE model of sustainable
development in India, Supreme Court
judge, Justice Deepak Gupta Saturday
said that bad environment can never be
good economics.

“Bad environment can never be good
economics. Itis only in a healthy environ-
ment that there can be a good economy.
More damage has been done in the name
of sustainable development than benefit.
Sustainable development meant that you
will bring in such industry and develop-
ment that does not cause harm to the en-
vironment or where it can be re-compen-
sated inreal terms,” Justice Gupta said.

He was addressing the inaugural
function of Global Law Conference in
Chandigarh University here.

Directly addressing Union Minister for
Railways, Industries and Commerce,
Piyush Goyal, who was also present,
Justice Gupta also delved into the issue of
compensatory afforestation and added
that money can be no compensation for
the environment. “Yes, we need indus-
tries and mines, since growth of the coun-
tryisalsolinked toit, but at the same time,
our plans for compulsory afforestation
have been ridiculously low. The figures
would be less than 10 per cent of the ac-
tual proposed afforestation,” he said.
“When there is development, there is al-
ways going to be a conflict. But if two
views are possible, then the view in
favour of environment must prevail.”

Addressing the audience, he said
when the health of the common man is
affected “because of the smog and all
this”, the government has to put in more
money into the healthcare. “It impacts
the economy,” he said, adding that he
sometimes wonders why the judiciary
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At the Global Law Conference in Chandigarh University on Saturday. Express

should get involved in the matter.

“Itis not our job. But then, when Ilook
back, had there been no TN Godavarman
case, there would have been no forests
in this country. Had there been no M C
Mehta case, the air pollution would (have
created) a disaster,” he added.

Referring to the air pollution in the
National Capital, Justice Gupta said that
anapplication on his phone informs him
that heis “smoking 16 cigarettesadayin
Delhi” while the number is “three ciga-
rettes a day in Chandigarh”.

“We have become so immune to the
damage caused to the environment that
an AQI of 200 seems really good. Itis only
when it crosses 400 or 500 mark that we
start getting worried,” he said, adding
that were were yet to realise how the cli-
mate change will affect us. “To the de-
niers of climate change, all I can say is that
you are denying what is in front of you.”

Adding an environmental aspect to the
issue of the National Register of Citizens
(NRC), Justice Gupta said the temperature
rise will also lead to more immigration
from countries such as Bangladesh. He
added that the biggest sufferers are not
going to be the US or Europe, but the Sub-

Saharan region and South East Asia.

“lam not going into the political aspect
or judicial aspect of the NRC but we are
worried about immigration from other
countries. If the temperature worldwide
rises by more than 2 degrees, our coastal
areas will be inundated. There will be a
huge inundationin Bangladesh and those
people will have no other option but to
again move towards India for sustenance.
When damage occurs to the environment,
it hits the poorest first,” he said.

Stressing on the need for sensitiza-
tion, Justice Gupta said it has to be done
by all concerned - from the government
and judiciary, to academicians, students,
and anybody who is involved with con-
servation and preservation of the envi-
ronment. “We have enough laws in
country, our problem is the lack of en-
forcement and regulation.” he added.

Later, Justice Siddharth Mridul of
Delhi High Court, addressing a technical
session on climate change said he will
not talk about PM 2.5 or PM 10 and the
AQI “which was hovering in the vicinity
of 500”. He, however, added that the pol-
lution was so thick that the one “can cut
it with a knife”.

Tournalist’ held for ‘hurtful’
tweets on Ayodhya verdict

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16
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UTTAR PRADESH Police arrested a 35-year-
old man from Delhi on Saturday for alleged
“hurtful” tweets on the Ayodhya verdict. He
has been identified as Ali Sohrab, who
claims to be ajournalist in his Twitter biog-
raphy and has over a lakh followers on the
social media platform.

Another complaint was filed against him
foranalleged “hurtful” tweet related to the
murder of former Akhil Bharat Hindu
Mahasabha president Kamlesh Tiwari last
month.
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Sohrab was picked up from his relatives’
house at Nand Nagri in Delhi. His brother
Sabre Alam told The Sunday Express that he
had come to visit them. “Today (Saturday),
some policemen in civil clothes came to our
house and started asking about him. There
were around seven UP policemen and they

arrested him, besides seizing his two lap-
tops and a phone,” said Alam.

Alam said the police said that an FIR was
filed against him in Lucknow’s Hazratganj
police station and that he was being taken
there. “They just said that the FIR was re-
lated to his tweets.”

According to Lucknow police, earlier an-
other complaint was filed on October 20
against Sohrab by Sub-inspector Shrikant
Mishra at Lucknow Cyber Crime police sta-
tion. The complaint stated that “@al-
isohrab007 is knowingly posting tweets, in
which a particular religion is being disre-
spected, causing enmity between different
religious groups.”

“The arrest was made by the Lucknow po-
lice team with help from their Ghaziabad
counterparts. The team included an inspec-
tor, a sub-inspector and other constables. The
accused was taken to Lucknow where further
proceedings would take place,” said Prakash
Kumar, Additional SP, Crime, Ghaziabad.
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Bad environment cannot be good
economics: Supreme Court judge

 Goyal stresses on
balance between
environmental
concerns, needs
of population

CHAHAT RANA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 16

STRESSING ON the need to put
development goals at par with
environmental conservation,
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
Saturday said “good economics
can make for a good environ-
ment” and added that India will
lead the world in combating the
challenges of poverty, terrorism
and climate change in the 21st
century.

“One needs to have a very
delicate balance between con-
cerns for the environment and
the needs of the society and
progress, especially poverty al-
leviation. When we are at the
cusp of development, it is impor-
tant to balance our environmen-
tal concerns with the growing
needs of the population of 130
crore people,” said Goyal.

“India will lead the world in
the 21st century when it comes
to combating the challenges of
poverty, terrorism and climate
change. Against all these three,
India is in the vanguard of the
fight,” he said, adding that envi-
ronment conservation and eco-
friendly practices were part of
Indian tradition and heritage.

TSRTC union
leader begins
indefinite fast

Hyderabad: Stepping up their
stir, the striking employees of
Telangana State Road Transport
Corporation (TSRTC) organised
a ‘bus roko’ at various places in
the state on Saturday and a
union leader began an indefinite
fastin support of their demands.

The employees, who began
their strike on October 5,
stopped buses from plying as
part of the bus roko protest. The
leader of the striking employees’
unions, Aswathama Reddy,
claimed he was not allowed to
undertake his fast at the union’s
office in the city and that he was
confined to home by the police.

Reddy said he began an in-
definite fast at his home.

The bus roko was peaceful
and no major issue cropped any-
where, a senior police official
said. PTI

There was controversy after maneater tigress T1 was killed
by a sharpshooter last year. File

NTCA bars killing of
tigers by private shooters,
Wildlife Act still allows it

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,NOVEMBER 16

THE National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) has barred all
state forest departments fromen-
gaging a private shooter to kill a
tiger for which shoot orders have
beenissued. Thereis, however, no
clarity if the new guideline is
strictly enforceable since the
Wildlife Protection Act still con-
tains the provision to engage such
persons.

The NTCA has also dropped
the use of the word 'man-eater’
for the animal for which shoot-
ing orders have been issued. It
will henceforth be described as
“dangerous to human life”. The
NTCA has also removed the re-
striction on the bore size of the
gun —‘not below .375 magnum’
— to be used to kill the animal.

The changes were conveyed
to the officials concerned of var-
ious states in a letter dated
November 11, days after wildlife
activists held candlelight
marches at many places to ob-
serve the first death anniversary
of Pandharkawda tigress T1,
popularly called Awani, on
November 2. The NTCA's deci-
sions, however, were taken in a
meeting on October 13.

Earlier, the text of the stan-
dard operating procedure (SOP)
dealing with the procedure to
shoot the animal read, "After de-
claring the man-eater, its elimi-
nation should be done by a de-
partmental personnel having
the desired proficiency while
providing the firearm with the
appropriate bore size not below
.375 magnum. In case, such ex-
pertise is not available within the
department, an expert may be
co-opted from the other state
governments or outside with
due authorisation.”

Therevised text reads: "After
declaring the animal as danger-
ous to human life, its elimination
should be done by departmen-
tal personnel having the desired
proficiency while providing the
firearm with the appropriate
bore size. In case such expertise

is not available within the de-
partment, an expert may be co-
opted from the other competent
government department.”

A controversy had arisen last
year after private shooter
Shafath Ali Khan was tasked to
kill T1, with activists and tiger
lovers opposing his appoint-
ment. The controversy had
deepened after Khan's son
Asghar shot dead the tigress on
November 2 “after failed at-
tempt to tranquilise her, and in
self-defence, when the tigress al-
legedly charged at the tracking
team”. Two inquiries, one by the
state government and the other
by NTCA, had pointed out viola-
tions of SOP in the manner in
which T1 was killed.

Khan and his team have been
tasked with capturing or shoot-
ing problem animals, including
tigers and leopards in various
states, for many years.

On condition of anonymity;,
an official said, "Section 11 of the
Wild life Protection Act clearly
empowers the chief wildlife
wardens for all states to hire any
person they deem fit for the job
and there is norestriction on hir-
ing a private shooter. But NTCA
has powers toissue guidelines to
states Under Section 38 of the
same Act. Clearly, Section 11 can
be interpreted as having over-
riding effect, unless a suitable
change is also made in that sec-
tion."

"Section 11 doesn't use the
word man-eater. It uses 'animals
dangerous to human life'. The
NTCA has only changed its own
earlier SOP text, were it had used
the word man-eater, to get in
tune with the original terminol-
ogy of the Act," said the official.

A senior lawyer, who has
handled wildlife cases for years,
said no such SOP or guideline
can hold aslongas Section 11 al-
lows engaging any person to
shoot the animal. "But since
wildlife is a subject on the
Concurrent List, the state gov-
ernment can effect any desired
change by passage of amend-
ments in the state legislature,”
he said.

First night trial of Agni-II
missile conducted successfully

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BALASORE (ODISHA),
NOVEMBER 16

INDIA ON Saturday successfully
conducted the first night trial of
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‘Agni-IT’, its versatile sur-
face-to-surface medium
range nuclear capable
missile from Dr Abdul
Kalam Island off the
Odisha coast, defence
sources said.

The missile has a
strike range of 2000 km,
the sources said soon af-
ter it blasted off from a
mobile launcher at the
No.l [ LaunchComplex-4ofthe

therefore intending tenderer may inspect the website regularly.

Sd/-

Integrated Test Range (ITR).

‘Agni-II’, an intermediate
range ballistic missile (IRBM)
has already been inducted into
the armed forces. A defence of-
ficial said this was the first time
that the sophisticated missile
was testfired at night. The en-
tire trajectory of the trial was
tracked by a battery of sophis-
ticated radars, telemetry obser-
vation stations, electro-optic
instruments and two naval
ships located near the impact
point in the down range area of
Bay of Bengal, DRDO sources
said.

The 20-metre two stage bal-
listic missile has alaunch weight
of 17 tonnes and can carry a pay-

load of 1000 kg over a distance of
2000 km, the sources said. The
two-stage missile, equipped with
advanced high accuracy naviga-
tion system, was guided by a
novel state-of-the-art command
and control system and pro-
pelled by solid rocket propellant
system, the defence official said.

Saturday’s test was carried
out by the specially formed
Strategic Forces Command (SFC)
of the Army with logistic support
from the DRDO.

‘Agni-II’ was developed by
Advanced Systems Laboratory
along with other DRDO labora-
tories and integrated by the
Bharat Dynamics Limited,
Hyderabad, the sources said.
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proach to release and utilisation,” said an of-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER / C-6 (DUSIB)
DIP/Shabdarth/1011/19-20

BEEALA STATE ROAD TRASSFLNNT & (RIS THENS

L-T ener 153

IREUT WUE, IAYT h A=A 132 kel
3Yehs, faarqR W Afdaid Ren gg
HHRT R IMYfT T AT T R | BRI
TR %, 4500/, Tferer gust k1 Sfowed
dfed goa % 590/, 14- 3-Taferar
HEAT-208 /38R, 2019-20 forqa
IRE TUS TR h T 132 ohell
IUh, A W A= IuEIl
e @1 S| s AR B 6000/-,
fafeer g 1 Siewel dfed qea .
1180/-, “Weg fea ¥ faoren «=md”
T/~ 3veiteror ifva forgla amewor
WUSA-UIN  IYULSIHLA.  JUerae
TAAieh: 2692/fd.91. 4.9, /8-fer=1/2019-20
fg. 15-11-2019

@ TELANG

2nd Floor, DM & HS Campus, Sultan Bazar, Koli. Myderabad - 500 055
FihMe, C0RMESGESS, Faa+01-40-M 145510
Tender Notics No, STSMEIDC M 19-M),
Tenders e imsilad t"ll'l“:-uﬁrl B-orasuremen Frillrl':-l'l" for e D."-'EJ;'I & |
Sncaban gl Madusr Operaton Theabes al [Cehos) AR Cancar Hasoilal,
Landicapocl, Hyderabad af ECV from R 1200 00 Lokig, Remigt of bids las
dade & bme 056,12 2013 & 2 00PM. The ather delsls can be seen al websha |
hitps:itender lelanganagovin and hitp:\wwe Isrsddc telanganagov.in

Sdi- (151119

R.0. Ho. - 3E-FPCL-AGERCYIADYTA2015-21 MANAGING DIRECTOR |

[p—— R ——

1""II:.1!

BN KENTLC ATideT §

'S

- amdlar Mston

Ll LE R TERITTE SR TRTTTLLEN e T

LT

L F T =T
| Plalsa deTE:RAT IR0 Eaie BN
_.|: I._-il-.l.l. W i g Thary i’

AMA STATE MEDHCAL SERVICES & WFRASTRUCTURE

DEVELOPMENT CORFORATION

10 Bl . Epetsensal

Fomall cor
Dabesd 1501 2018

Speaking to The Sunday Express, a senior
official of the HRD Ministry,
when asked about the funding
issues raised by the publicIoEs,

e . _"_""":" pointed to unspent funds with
| A CORT AN RS o SARLin the institutes. “There is a proto-
VOL YD SCANLY o P L col for release of funds. The un-

used balance with the institute
has to be reduced to 20% for fur-
ther (fund) release,” said the
official.

According to a statement of
funding reviewed by The
Sunday Express, [IT-Delhi has
Rs 73.54 crore, IT-Bombay has
Rs 42.97 crore, and IISc has Rs
56.53 as unspent balance as on
September 30.

“What we are requesting
the government is more flexi-
bility. Funding (for IoEs) should
be looked at (by the ministry)
as a broad enabler for achiev-

ilp!plf“.ﬂ-&). 5%, Com

New Delhi

ficial of one of the three IoEs, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity.

“We cannot start a big project or activ-
ity if funds are released in piecemeal (man-
ner). It'll be much easier if funding is linked
to an activity (or project) and not to fixed
conventional heads under which the gov-
ernment usually releases funds,” said the
official.

The three IoEs are learnt to have also raised
the issue of the government asking for
progress reports within short intervals of
time.

TheIoE scheme is aimed at creating an en-
abling architecture for 10 public and 10 pri-
vate institutions to emerge as world-class in-
stitutions. They are proposed to have greater
autonomy, including on deciding their fees,
course duration and structure. Their academic
collaborations with foreign institutions will
also be exempt from approvals.

The 10 private IoEs are not entitled to any
government funds.
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Prince Andrew

UK

No recollection
of Epsteinsex
accuser: Andrew

London: Britain's Prince
Andrew has said he does
not remember meeting
Virginia Roberts, one of
US financier Jeffrey
Epstein's alleged victims,
who claims she was
forced to have sex with
the royal. But Andrew
said in an interview with
the BBC due to be broad-
cast on Saturday that his
decision to remain
friends with Epstein after
he was convicted of solic-
iting prostitution from a
minor was a serious error
of judgement. “I have no
recollection of ever meet-
ing this lady, none what-
soever," Andrew said.

BOLIVIA

Fivekilledin
clashas protests
turndeadly

Sacaba: Bolivia's political
crisis turned deadly after
security forces opened fire
on supporters of Evo
Morales ina central town,
killing at least five people,
injuring dozens and
threatening the interim
government's efforts tore-
store stability following
the resignation of the for-
mer president in an elec-
tion dispute. Most of the
dead and injured Friday in
Sacaba near the city of
Cochabamba suffered bul-
let wounds, Guadalberto
Lara, director of the town's
Mexico Hospital, told The
Associated Press. He called
it the worst violence he's
seen in his 30-year career.

SUDAN

Six troops killed
inattack by
Yemenirebels

Cairo: OfficialsinSudan are
saying anattackby Yemeni
rebels has killed six mem-
bers of a Sudanese para-
military force that's been
fighting in Yemen. The of-
ficials said Saturday that
the attack earlier this week
targeted a position on the
Saudi-Yemen border held
by Sudan's paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces.
Sudanese troops have been
deployed in Yemen for
years as part of the Saudi-
led military coalition's war
against Houthi rebels.
Emirati and Sudanese
troops were pulling out of
Yemen in recent months.

Us

California high
school shooter
dies of injuries

Los Angeles: The teenager
who gunned down class-
mates at a California high
school before shooting
himself died Friday, leav-
ing detectives baffled
over the motive of a Boy
Scout with no obvious
alarm bells in his back-
ground. Nathaniel
Berhow died in a hospi-
tal one day after shooting
himself in the head at the
end of a 16th birthday
rampage that left two
fellow students dead.
Berhow had been in crit-
ical condition since po-
lice officers storming the
campus found him lying
among the wounded.
The sheriff's department
confirmed Berhow’s
death on Friday.

president amid stray\ violence
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EXPRESS INCOLOMBO

ARUN JANARDHANAN
COLOMBO,NOVEMBER 16

SRI LANKANS cast their vote on
Saturday to choose the succes-
sor of President Maithripali
Sirisena, in a day that saw stray
poll-related incidents including
an attack on minority voters.
Polling booths closed with an
overall turnout of about 80 per
cent, with southern Sri Lanka
recording the most votes, while
the northern and eastern
provinces that have a significant
number of Tamil and minority
voters recorded a lower turnout.

As many as 12,845 polling
stations were set up across the
country for 15.9 million voters.
Polls opened at 7 am local time
and concluded at 5 pm with
overall voter turnout at almost
80 per cent, the National
Elections Commission said.

The ruling United National
Party (UNP) has fielded its can-
didate, Sajith Premadasa, against
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the former
defence secretary during the war
and the younger brother of for-
mer President Mahinda

19 killed by
car bomb

in northern
Syria: Monitor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEIRUT,NOVEMBER 16

A CARbomb killed 19 people, 13
of them civilians, in the Turkish-
controlled town of Al-Bab in
northern Syria on Saturday, a
war monitor said.

The bomb, which struck a
bus and taxi station in the town,
also wounded 33 people, some
of them seriously, the Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights reported. Turkey
and its Syrian proxies control
several pockets of territory on
the Syrian side of the borderasa
result of successive incursions in
2016-17,2018 and 2019.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
bombing but the Observatory
said there had been persistent
security incidents in the town
since its capture by Turkish
troops from the Islamic State
group in February 2017.

The town, some 30 kilome-
tres (20 miles) northeast of
Syria’s second city Aleppo, was
one of the westernmost strong-
holds of the jihadists’ self-styled
“caliphate” which was finally
eradicated by US-backed Kurdish
forces in eastern Syria in March.

Turkey blamed the car
bombing on the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG) against
whom it launched a new inva-
sion further east last month.

Kurdish fighters “continue to
target innocent civilians using
the same methods as Daesh,” the
defence ministry said onits offi-
cial Twitter account using an-
other acronym for IS.
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At a polling centre in Sri Lanka on Saturday. Express

Rajapaksa. The current presi-
dent, Sirisena, who defeated
Rajapaksa in the 2015 election,
did not contest this time.

The two frontrunners,
Premadasa and Rajapaksa, voted
in their respective home dis-
tricts, Hambantota in the Deep
South and near capital Colombo.
Sirisena, who is supporting nei-
ther, voted in his home district
Polonnaruwa. The ballot allows
voters to choose their three top
candidates in order of prefer-
ence, which will determine the
winner if no candidate secures
over half the first place votes.

About 400,000 election offi-
cials have been placed on duty
and over 60,000 police person-
neland over 8,000 Civil Defence
Force (CDF) personnel were de-
ployed to maintain law and or-

der. While isolated incidents
were reported, predictions of
widespread violence were not
realised. A senior Sri Lanka Police
officer said there were several
Army roadblocks at Palali and
surrounding areas in the Tamil-
populated northern province.
While it was alleged that some
roadblocks were an attempt to
discourage Tamil voters from go-
ing to polling booths, the officer
said the blocks were removed af-
ter the police reported them to
the Election Commission.

The firing incident was re-
ported early on Saturday near
Anuradhapura against a convoy of
buses. An official who monitored
the developments said the buses
were carrying mostly Muslim vot-
ers from Puttalam to Mannar,
where they had registered to vote.

“Attack was to prevent a large
number of Muslims going to
polling booths. Unidentified gangs
tried to create roadblocks against
a convoy of buses arranged by a
Muslim politician who supports
ruling party candidate Sajith
Premadasa. After police forces in-
tervened and removed the blocks,
some buses were fired upon from
a distance. At least three buses
were damaged but no injuries
were reported,” the official said.

Police spokesman Ruwan
Gunasekera said 26 people were
arrested for law violations, in-
cluding clicking photos inside
polling stations. The Colombo-
based Centre for Monitoring
Election Violence (CMEV) re-
ported 69 incidents till 10 am.

Tamil areas that witnessed
unusually busy polling in the
2015 election saw a lower
turnout due to factors including
a heavy downpour in Jaffna in
the afternoon and an indiffer-
ence to Premadasa and
Gotabaya, said sources.

Kusal Perera, a political com-
mentator based in Colombo, said
the reduced voter percentage in
the north and east are signifi-
cant. “Unlike in 2015, people in
the north and east had no reason
torush to the polling booths this
time. While Gotabaya continues
to be unpopular among Tamil
and Muslim minority voters,
Sajith’s UNP has failed to keep
promises they made after their
2015 victory,” he said. WITHPTI

(GENEVA
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CLIMATE PROTESTERS BLOCK PVvT JET TERMINAL

Dozens of climate activists blocked access to the private jet terminal at Geneva airport
Saturday, demanding a halt to the "absurd" mode of luxury transportation. Around 100
people took part, organised by pressure group Extinction Rebellion, large groups sitting in
front of three entrances to block access to the building for several hours

SriLankans cast vote fornew Leaked files expose how

China organised mass
detentions of Muslims

AUSTIN RAMZY &
CHRIS BUCKLEY
HONG KONG,NOVEMBER 16

THE STUDENTS booked their
tickets home at the end of the se-
mester, hoping for a relaxing
break after exams and a summer
of happy reunions with family in
China's far west.

Instead, they would soon be
told that their parents were gone,
relatives had vanished and
neighbors were missing - all of
them locked up in an expanding
network of detention camps built
to hold Muslim ethnic minorities.

The authorities in the
Xinjiang region worried the sit-
uation was a powder keg. And so
they prepared.

The leadership distributed a
classified directive advising local
officials to corner returning stu-
dents as soon as they arrived and
keep them quiet. Itincluded a chill-
ingly bureaucratic guide for how
to handle their anguished ques-
tions, beginning with the most ob-
vious: Where is my family?

The directive was among 403
pages of internal documents that
have been shared with The New
York Times in one of the most sig-
nificant leaks of government pa-
pers from inside China's ruling
Communist Party in decades.
They provide an unprecedented
inside view of the continuing
clampdown in Xinjiang, in

IRAN PROTESTS OVER PETROL PRICE HIKE
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People protest against the increased petrol price in Tehran on Saturday. Reuters

M One civilian was killed and
other people injured in Iran's
Sirjan, the semi-official news
agency ISNA said Saturday, a
day after protests in the central
city over a petrol price hike

M ‘Unfortunately someone
was killed,’ Sirjan's acting
governor Mohammad
Mahmoudabadi said in the
report, adding the cause of the
death and whether ‘the
individual was shot or not’
was still unclear

B Mahmoudabadi said that
‘security forces did not have
permission to shoot and were
only allowed to fire warning
shots... which they did’. He said
itwas a ‘calm gathering’ that
was exploited by some who
‘destroyed public property,
damaged fuel stations..”  PTI

AFTER FIVE MONTHS OF UNREST

For first time since protests began, China
deploys PLA troops in Hong Kong

KJMVARMA
BEIJING/HONG KONG,
NOVEMBER 16

CHINA ON Saturday deployed its
troops in Hong Kong for the first
time since the unprecedented
pro-democracy protests began
more than five months ago, with
soldiers in plain clothes clearing
the roadblocks.

The Hong Kong administra-
tion, however, has distanced itself
from the troop deployment, say-
ing Beijing has sent the soldiers

on its own without any request.

Soldiers from the Hong Kong
Garrison of People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) — the world’s largest
military — have been deployed
for the first time in more than
five months of civil unrest in
Hong Kong, as dozens marched
from their Kowloon garrison to
help clear roadblocks, Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported.

It was also the first time in
over ayear that the PLA local gar-
rison has been involved in the
public community work.

EXPLAINED

Conditions, precedent of
PLA troop deployment

AS PER Hong Kong law, the People’s Liberation Army can-
not interfere in local affairs, but can be deployed if the lo-
cal government requests it. One exception is that the gar-
rison can act in matters of relief efforts, such as during
clean-up after a typhoon in 2018. China has downplayed
the incident, with officials saying the soldiers were not in
uniform and had volunteered during their break. Activists
have, nevertheless, voiced concerns that the incident could

set a “grave precedent”.

which the authorities have cor-
ralled as many as a million ethnic
Uighurs, Kazakhs and others into
internment camps and prisons
over the past three years.

The party has rejected inter-
national criticism of the camps
and described them as job-train-
ing centers that use mild meth-
ods to fight Islamic extremism.
But the documents confirm the
coercive nature of the crack-
downin the words and orders of
the officials who conceived it.

Even as the government pre-
sented its efforts in Xinjiang to
the public as benevolent and un-
exceptional, it discussed and or-
ganized a ruthless and extraor-
dinary campaign in these
internal communications. Senior
party leaders are recorded order-
ing drastic and urgent action
against extremist violence, in-
cluding the mass detentions, and
discussing the consequences
with cool detachment.

Children saw their parents
taken away, students wondered
who would pay their tuition and
crops could not be planted or
harvested for lack of manpower,
the reports noted. Yet officials
were directed to tell people who
complained to be grateful for the
Communist Party's help and stay
quiet. The key disclosures in the
documents include:

M President Xi Jinping, the party
chief, laid the groundwork for
the crackdown in a series of

speeches delivered in private to
officials during and after a visit
to Xinjiang in April 2014, just
weeks after Uighur militants
stabbed more than 150 people at
atrain station, killing 31. Xi called
for an all-out "struggle against
terrorism, infiltration and sepa-
ratism" using the "organs of dic-
tatorship,” and showing "ab-
solutely no mercy."

M Terrorist attacks abroad and
the drawdown of American
troops in Afghanistan height-
ened the leadership's fears and
helped shape the crackdown.
Officials argued that attacks in
Britain resulted from policies
that put "human rights above se-
curity,” and Mr. Xi urged the
party to emulate aspects of
America's "war on terror” after
the Sept. 11 attacks.

M The internment camps in
Xinjiang expanded rapidly after
the appointment in August 2016
of Chen Quanguo, a zealous new
party boss for the region. He dis-
tributed Mr. Xi's speeches to jus-
tify the campaign.

M The crackdown encountered
doubts and resistance fromlocal
officials who feared it would ex-
acerbate ethnic tensions and sti-
fle economic growth. Chen re-
sponded by purging officials
suspected of standing in his way,
including one county leader
who was jailed after quietly re-
leasing thousands of inmates
from the camps. NYT

IMPEACHMENT HEARING

Trump asked
about Ukraine
probe: US official

NICHOLAS FANDOS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 16

AN OFFICIAL from the US
Embassy in Kyiv confirmed to
House impeachment investiga-
tors Friday that he had overheard
acall between President Donald
Trump and a top US diplomat in
July inwhich the president asked
whether Ukraine was going to
move forward with an investiga-
tion he wanted.

The official, David Holmes,
testified privately that he was at
a restaurant in Kyiv when he
overheard Trump ona cellphone
call loudly asking Gordon
Sondland, the US ambassador to
the European Union, if Ukraine’s
president had agreed to conduct
an investigation into one of his
leading political rivals. Sondland,
who had just come from a meet-
ing with top Ukrainian officials
and the country’s president,
replied in the affirmative.

“So, he’s going to do the inves-
tigation?” Trump asked, accord-
ing to a copy of Holmes’ opening
statement posted by CNN and
confirmed by The New York Times.

Sondland, a wealthy hotelier
and political donor turned am-
bassador, told Trump that
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
of Ukraine “loves your a**” and
would conduct the investigation
and do “anything you ask himto,”
according to Holmes’ statement.

Holmes asked if it was true
that Trump did not care about

THE RING MAY NOT HAVE BEEN FOUND IF NOT FOR ‘THE BIGGEST BURGLARY IN ENGLISH LEGAL HISTORY’

Oscar Wilde’s stolen golden ring recovered by ‘art detective’

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
AMSTERDAM,NOVEMBER 16

A GOLDEN ring once given as a
present by the famed Irish writer
Oscar Wilde has been recovered
by a Dutch “art detective” nearly
20 years after it was stolen from
Britain’s Oxford University.

The friendship ring, a joint
gift from Wilde to a fellow stu-
dentin 1876, was taken during a
burglary in 2002 at Magdalen
College, where the legendary
dandy studied. At the time it was
valued at 35,000 pounds (40,650
euros, $45,000).

The trinket’s whereabouts re-
mained a mystery for years and
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A painting of Oscar Wilde at a former UK jail. Reuters/file

there were fears that the ring —
shaped like a belt and buckle and
made from 18-carat gold — had

even been melted down.
But Arthur Brand, a Dutchman
dubbed the “Indiana Jones of the

Art World” for recovering a series
of high-profile stolen artworks,
used his underworld connections
to finally find it.

Mark Blandford-Baker, home
bursar of Magdalen College, said
they were “very pleased to have
back a stolen item that forms
part of a collection relating to
one of our more famous alumni.”
“We had given up hope of seeing
itagain,” he told AFP.

The ring was a present from
Wilde and fellow student
Reginald Harding to their friend
William Ward in 1876 while the
Irishman was a student at
Magdalen, one of the three
dozen colleges that make up
Oxford University.

The ring bears the inscription
in Greek that says “Gift of love, to
one who wisheslove.” It also has
the initials of: “OF OF WW +RRH
to WWW” on the inside.

Disaster struck in 2002
when a former college cleaner
named Eamonn Andrews
broke into Magdalen, got drunk
on whisky from the college bar,
then stole the ring and two un-
related medals. The college at
the time offered a 3,500
pounds reward for the ring’s
safe return — but after he was
caught, the burglar told a court
that he had sold the golden
band to a scrap dealer.

“Rumours started in 2015 in
the art underworld that a

New Delhi

Victorian ring has surfaced ‘with
some Russian writing on it’,”
Brand told an AFP correspon-
dent, who saw the ring at an
apartment in Amsterdam.

Together withaLondon-based
antiques dealer named William
Veres, their enquiries eventually
led them to George Crump,aman
whom Brand described as a “de-
cent man with knowledge of the
London criminal underworld be-
cause of his late uncle, a well-
known casino owner.”

Through Crump, Brand and
Veres managed to track down
and negotiate the safe return of
the stolen ring. The story of his
latest find may have a final twist
worthy of one of Wilde’s tales.

FRANCETO HOST
PUTIN, ZELENSKY IN
BID TO END CONFLICT

Paris: Russian President
Vladimir Putin will meet
his Ukranian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelensky in
Paris on December 9 for
their first face-to-face en-
counter, seeking to end the
half-decade conflict in
Ukraine, the French presi-
dency said Friday.

The leaders will join
French President Emmanuel
Macron and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
for the four-way summit
aimed at resolving the con-
flict in the east of Ukraine,
where pro-Moscow sepa-
ratists have declared break-
away regions, the Elysee
Palace said. PTI

Ukraine. Sondland, he testified,
agreed. As per Holmes’ account,
the ambassador said Trump cared
only about the “big stuff.” Holmes
noted Ukraine had “big stuff”’ go-
ing on, like a war with Russia.

But Sondland had something
else in mind. He told Holmes he
meant “big stuff’ that benefits the
president,” like the “Biden inves-
tigation” that his lawyer Rudy
Giuliani was pushing for, because
it affected him personally. NYT

Wilde’s ring may have never
been discovered were it not for
another heist, when a gang of
elderly criminals raided a vault
in London’s jewellery district in
2015 in what was described as
the “biggest burglary in English
legal history.”

“There are very strong indi-
cations that the appearance of
the ring is linked to the 2015
burglary at Hatton Garden Safe
Deposit. Rumours that the ring
has reappeared first started a
few weeks after the burglary,”
said Brand. “And I was given
the ring right in front of the
Hatton Garden Safe Deposit...
which I thought was a bit of
English humour.”
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SOME SUGGESTIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED, SAYS REVENUE SECRETARY

FM holds meeting on GST simplification;
similar talks across country onDec 7

Discussions with chartered accountants, tax practitioners, traders and various other stakeholders

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

IN ORDER to understand the var-
iousissues being faced by Goods
and Services Tax (GST) taxpay-
ers while filing their tax returns,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday held a
meeting with chartered ac-
countants, tax practitioners,
traders and other stakeholders.
Taxpayers are finding mak-
ing amendments to their GST re-
turns as the most challenging
task, Revenue Secretary Ajay
Bhushan Pandey said after the
meeting, adding that a similar
exercise would be undertaken
by indirect tax commissioners at
the circle level on December 7.
Each group of tax practition-
ers and other stakeholders filed
different returns (GSTR 3B, 1 and
9 among others) to demonstrate
the shortcomings before the
Finance Minister on a real-time
basis. “By and large, straightfor-
ward return-filing was smooth

— BRIEFLY

‘Govtworking
onpolicytopush
MSME exports’

New Delhi: The government
is working on two policies to
increase MSME exportsand
bring down imports by en-
couraging local production,
Union MSME and Road
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Saturday.

LICHousing
eyestodisburse
t0oKcrinFY20

New Delhi: LIC Housing
Finance Ltd has set a target
of disbursing Rs 55,000
crore worthloans during the
current financial year, LIC
Housing Finance Managing
Director  and CEO
Siddhartha Mohanty said.

SC’'s Essar
ordertobring
certainty: Ficci

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court’s judgement in the
Essar Steel case would bring
certainty to the resolution
process in India at par with
the global practices, indus-
try body Ficci said on
Saturday. PTI

EU2020
Budget talks
stuck

Brussels: Talks setting the
EU’s budget for next year
are going down to the wire
because of disagreement
between member states
and European Parliament,
officials said Saturday. Both
sides held negotiations into
late Friday but “suspended
the talks without agree-
ment,” the parliament said
ina statement. AFP

EXPLAINED

Will helpin smooth
roll-out of new
returns system

AFTER THE recent extension given for filling GST annual
returns for 2017-18 and 2018-19, the Finance Ministry
reached out to stakeholders to understand and resolve the
pending issues being faced in filing the returns.

Technical glitches were one of the main issues faced by
taxpayers when the new indirect tax regime was rolled out
inJuly 2017. With the new GST returns proposed to be rolled
out from April 1 next year, hearing out and resolving
taxpayers’ issues and a constant exchange between the CBIC
and the GSTN will help in improving compliance and
preparing for a smoother roll-out of the new returns system.

and the problem areas pertained
to making changes and amend-
ments to the returns filed earlier
and issue of credit/debit notes,”
Pandey said. He added that some
suggestions on introducing new
functionalities would be consid-
ered.

Indirect tax commissioners
have been asked to conduct sim-
ilar exercise at the circle level
next month, Pandey said. “They
will invite assessees along with
their accountants and file re-
turns, both old and proposed, be-
fore the official. Any issues that

arise can be dealt with at the
spot,” he said.

The new simplified return
formats will be implemented
from April 1 next year. The tax-
payers can upload their invoices
while the system prepares a re-
turn for them under the new
system. New GST return is avail-
able on the portal for trial and
consultations will be held all
across the country on December
7 to get feedback on the new sys-
tem, he said, adding about
85,000 returns on voluntary ba-
sis have been filed so far al-
though the new form becomes
mandatory from April 1,2020.

Further, Pandey said that it
was also decided that the indi-
rect tax department and GST
Network will meet regularly to
thrash outissues. “The system is
by and large robust as over 70
lakh people are filing returns
every month. However, various
previously unseen scenarios do
occur when 1.2 crore taxpayers
file returns,” Pandey said.

He added that some of the is-

sues are related to taxpayers not
knowing the existence of a func-
tionality in the system, while
some other problems occur be-
cause of manual errors. Some of
the suggestions were with re-
gard to change oramendment to
entries in the filing, credit and
debit note, he said. “This meet-
ing was fruitful. In some cases
they were not aware of the exist-
ing instructions, in some cases
they pointed out to confusion
and some suggestions with re-
gard to further easing were
made,” he said, adding that some
clarificatory circular would be is-
sued wherever required and
other suggestions would be im-
plemented.

Earlier this week, the govern-
ment had to extend the deadline
for filing annual returns for GST
for both FY18 and FY19 as vari-
ous representations were re-
ceived regarding challenges
faced by taxpayers in filing of
GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C. The FY18
annual returns had already seen
atleast four previous extensions.

HALF THE 1.6 TN of dollar
bank notes in circulation
were outside the US as per a
Fed paper this year

EFFORTS TO REDUCE
DEPENDENCE:

Dollar domination: Why
global markets depend
on the US currency

From the dominant reserve currency for central
banks to the main conduit for global trade and
borrowing, US dollars are the lifeblood for banks
and markets around the world

CENTRAL BANK RESERVE
HOLDINGS

BMReserves of different
currencies are held by central
banks to settle international
claims, intervene in foreign
exchange markets or as rainy-

of all dollars
7 0 o/ 0 are held
outside the United States

and 60 per cent of all $100
bills circulated overseas, as

COMMODITY PRICING

B Commodities such as oil
and gold are typically
denominated in US dollars

B Gulf oil producers peg their
currencies to the dollar to
avoid risk from fluctuations

Governments and central day funds per a Fed research paper when invoicing their sales.
banks have tried to reduce BTheeuroisthesecondmost from 2017
their dollar-dependency, popular reserve currency INVESTMENTS AND
with Bank of England BORROWING
Governor Mark Carney INTERNATIONAL from non-members were MUS dollar lending to non-
describingits role in the PAYMENTS invoiced in US dollars, bank borrowers outside the
world economy as MThe dollar is dominant for  Eurostat data shows US stood at $11.9 trillion at
“destabilising” transactions betweennon-US B Companies operating in the end of June 2019, the
exporters and importers global markets, suchasthe Bank for International
HERE ARE SOME WAYS HIn 2018, over half of all airplane-maker Airbus,often  Settlements (BIS) data shows
THE DOLLARIS USED: goods imported into the EU list their prices in dollars Compiled by Reuters
[ J [ J [ ] o ° ° °
Distress in China could spill ~ Boeing: Timing
US, elobal markets: Fed S
[ J
over to US, global markets: Fed return in hands
“Because of the size of the Chinese economy, Of reglllat()rs
LALITKJHA significant distress in China could spill over to the US
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 16 and global markets through a retrenchment of risk REUTERS

THEUS Federal Reserve on Friday
said a prolonged, rapid credit ex-
pansionin China has rendered its
corporate sector highly vulnera-
ble to a sharp downturn and
warned that adverse develop-
ments in Beijing also could spill
over to the United States and other
global markets.

“Because of the size of the
Chinese economy, significant dis-
tress in China could spill over to
the US and global markets
through a retrenchment of risk
appetite, US dollar appreciation,
and declines in trade and com-
modity prices,” said US Federal
Reserve in its latest edition of the
Financial Stability Report.

“A prolonged period of rapid
credit expansionin China hasren-

‘Focus on level playing field
in trade talks with Britain’

REUTERS
DUBLIN,NOVEMBER 16

THE EUROPEAN Union’s focus in
trade talks with Britain will be on
level-playing-field provisions and
the defence of the single market,
the incoming head of the
European Council Charles Michel
said on Friday.

“We are ready to cooperate
with the UK, but we are also ready
to promote and to defend the level
playing field and an important
point for the future: to protect the
integrity of the single market,”
Michel told journalists in Dublin
following a meeting with Irish
Prime Minister Leo Varadkar.

Asked if he thought it was re-
alistic to conclude a new trade

FOCAL POINTS

B The EU's focusin trade
talks with Britain will be
on level-playing-field
provisions and the
defence of the single
market,incoming head
of the European Council
Charles Michel said

M He added the EU was
ready to cooperate with
the UK

agreement with London by the
end of next year, Michel, who is
due to take over from Donald
Tusk on December 1, said “we
will see.”
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appetite, dollar appreciation, and decline in trade”

US FEDERAL RESERVE INTHE

FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT

dered its nonfinancial corporate
sector highly vulnerable toasharp
downturn in addition to poor as-
set quality and notable intercon-
nections between banks,” the
Federal Reserve said, adding de-
velopments in domestic and in-
ternational markets could pose a
number of near-term risks to the
financial system.

According to the Federal
Reserve, trade frictions — centered
on the US-China dispute — re-
mained the most widely cited po-
tential near-term shock.

“Respondents generally ex-

pected higher tariffs on Chinese
imports to persist well into next
year and noted that the tariffshad
started to affect US economic ac-
tivity,” it said, referring to a survey
it did as part of the report.

Some contacts worried about
a deterioration in broader
US-China relations, rooted in
technology and national security
issues, said the reportadding they
were also concerned about the re-
gional geopolitical risks in Hong
Kong, Taiwan and North Korea
that may amplify bilateral ten-
sions. PTI

‘Overcome 1ssues to

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
SINGAPORE,NOVEMBER 16

ASENIOR Singapore minister has
expressed hope that outstanding
issues with India canbe overcome
by other countries to get the large
South Asian market into the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP).

“We hope that India and the
other 15 countries can overcome
the outstanding issues so that
India can come on board eventu-
ally. We look forward to the re-
gion, including India, moving
ahead together as one/”
Singapore’s Senior Minister and
Coordinating Minister for
National Security, Teo Chee Hean,
said on Saturday.

During the recent ASEAN
meeting in Bangkok, India did not

India remains
concerned that the
China-dominated RCEP
would be
disadvantageous to its
farmers and MSMEs

reach an agreement on negotia-
tions to sign the multi-lateral free
trade agreement RCEP, while 15
countries — China, Japan, South
Korea, New Zealand, Australiaand
ASEAN members — agreed toink
the pact.

India remains concerned that
the China-dominated RCEP
would be disadvantageous to its
farmers and MSMEs.

Addressing the fourth edition
of the South Asian Diaspora

DUBAI,NOVEMBER 16

BOEING MOVED on Saturday to
ease tensions with regulators over
the return to service of its 737
MAX, saying it was up to the US
Federal Aviation Administration
and its global counterparts to ap-
prove changes to the jet in the
wake of two accidents.

The FAA told its staff this week
to take whatever time was
needed to review the grounded
plane after Boeing said it expected
the FAA to certify the 737 MAXin
mid-December.

“We put some targets out that
still line up to December ... type
certification,” Stan Deal, chief ex-
ecutive of Boeing Commercial
Airplanes, told reporters.

CrubpE WATCH
OI1L GAINS 2% DESPITE RISING SUPPLIES

New York: Oil futures gained nearly 2 per cent, as comments from a
top US official raised optimism for a US-China trade deal, but
worries about increasing crude supplies capped prices. Brent crude
gained $1.02, or 1.6 per cent, to settle at $63.30 a barrel. REUTERS
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Anil Ambani, 4 others quit board
of Reliance Communications

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 16

ANIL AMBANI has resigned as
director of Reliance
Communications (RCom),
which is currently going
through the insolvency process.
The company, on Friday, an-
nounced aloss of Rs 30,142 crore
for the September quarter of fi-
nancial year 2019-20.

According to a stock ex-
change filing, Ambani, along
with Chhaya Virani, Ryna
Karani, Manjari Kacker and
Suresh Rangachar, has resigned
as a director of RCom.

“Your good office may also
note that Manikantan V has also
tendered his resignation as a
Director and Chief Financial
Officer of the company earlier.
The resignations shall be put up
to the committee of creditors of
the Company for their consider-
ation,” the filing said.

In May 2019, following a
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) directive, RCom in-
formed the stock exchanges that
the administration of the com-
pany would be taken over by the
interim resolution professional
(RP) and the corporate insol-
vency resolution process (CIRP)

FIRMIS UNDER THE INSOLVENCY PROCESS

M Chhaya Virani, Ryna
Karani, Manjari Kacker and
Suresh Rangachar have also
resigned as directors

M In May 2019, following a
NCLT directive, RCom
informed the stock
exchanges that the
administration of the

would resume. “The powers of
the board of directors or the
partners of the corporate debtor,
as the case may be, shall stand
suspended and be exercised by
the interim resolution profes-
sional,” the company had said in
the filing.

On Friday, RCom posted a
loss of Rs 30,142 crore for the
September quarter of fiscal
2019-20 due to provisioning for
liabilities after the Supreme
Court ruling on statutory dues.

The company had reported
Rs 338 crore inlosses for the June
quarter (Q1), and a profit of Rs
1,295 crore in Q2 last year. It re-
ported Rs 305 crore in revenue,
down from Rs 866 crore in Q1.

On Thursday, Vodafone Idea
and Bharti Airtel had reported a

Q2 GDP growth to
fall to 4.9%: NCAER

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER16

THE COUNTRY’S GDP growth is
likely to decline to 4.9 per centin
the second quarter of this fiscal
year due to sustained slowdown
in virtually all the sectors, eco-
nomic think-tank National
Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) said Saturday.

India’s economy grew at 5 per
centin the first quarter of 2019-20
— the slowest pace in over six
years. For the full fiscal 2019-20,
the NCAER has pegged GDP
growth at 4.9 per cent as against
6.8 per centin 2018-19.

The NCAER said the monetary
policy measures are unlikely to re-
vive growth at this juncture and
suggested providing fiscal stimu-
lus, which, too, can be challenging
unless it can be financed through
better revenue generation.

“Whether the growth decel-

eration may be bottoming out or
not, we will know in next two
weeks based on the Q2 growth
figures of the government.
However, the current poor growth
is mainly due to a demand prob-
lem. It can be addressed through
fiscal measures,” NCAER
Distinguished Fellow Sudipto
Mundle said.

Emphasising that the focus
should be on fiscal measures,
Mundle said there is a need to
pump up expenditure without
pushing up the fiscal deficit.

There are ways of doing it, he
said, adding, “We have a bold
leader. Thereis a huge fiscal space
which has not been used. It is
myth that some say thereis nofis-
cal space.” Mundle said that rev-
enue foregoneis 5 per cent of GDP
and about 1.5 per cent of GDP is
locked up as excess appropriation
of the budget which has not been
spent. Even the governmentis not
paying the bills, he said.

company would be taken
over by the resolution
professional and corporate
insolvency resolution
process would resume

M It has provided for
estimated liability
aggregating to Rs 25,588
crore up to September 30

combined loss of Rs 74,000
crore for the September quarter.
RCom has provided for esti-
mated liability aggregating to
Rs 25,588 crore up to
September 30, 2019, of Rs
21,420 crore towards license fee
(Rs 3,892 crore, Rs 4,967 crore
and Rs 12,561 crore towards
principal, penalty, and interest
on principal and penalty re-
spectively) and Rs 4,168 crore
towards Spectrum Usage
Charges (Rs 936 crore, Rs 355
crore and Rs 2,877 crore to-
wards principal, penalty and
interest on principal and
penalty respectively) as excep-
tional items that may undergo
revision based on demands
from DoT and/or any develop-
ments in this matter, it said.

US judge
reduces J&J’s
opioid payout
to $465 million

REUTERS
NEW YORK,NOVEMBER16

AN OKLAHOMA judge on Friday
said Johnson & Johnson must pay
that state $465 million for fueling
the opioid epidemic through the
deceptive = marketing  of
painkillers, down from his origi-
nal award of $572 million.

The decision by Cleveland
County District Judge Thad
Balkman in Norman, Oklahoma,
camein the first case to go to trial
out of 2,700 nationally by states,
counties and cities seeking to
hold drug companies responsible
for the deadly epidemic.

Balkman reduced the amount
he had awarded in August by
$107 million after agreeing with
New Brunswick, New Jersey-
based ]J&] that he had made a
math error.

Alphabet features self-driving
garbage cans, noise monitors

REUTERS
TORONTO,NOVEMBER 16

ALPHABET'S SIDEWALK Labs has
provided more details on the tech-
nology itintends to use to develop
a futuristic smart city in Toronto,
which includes self-driving
garbage cans and infra-red sen-
sors to track foot trafficin stores, a
document released by the com-
pany on Friday said.

Sidewalk, owned by the par-
ent company of Google, released a
483-page document in response
to criticism from an arm of the
government-mandated body de-
veloping the project that called
the initial proposal “frustratingly
abstract.”

Waterfront Toronto, the
agency in charge of developing
the waterfront area of Canada’s
biggest city, gave a tentative ap-

get India into RCEP’

Convention, Teo elaborated on
India and ASEAN trade pacts,
pointing out, “We already have
the ASEAN-India Free Trade Area
(AIFTA), which came into effectin
2010.But there is more potential.”

Teoadded India and Singapore
are also exploring linking “our na-
tional single window platforms to
facilitate cross-border exchange
of trade information digitally”.

He cited the example of India’s
RuPay and Singapore’s NETS, a tie-
up launched last year to facilitate
cross-border payments.

Among other cooperation be-
tween the two countries, Teo
noted Singapore’s Sembcorp
Marine Rigs and Floaters having
recently collaborated with
Shapoorji Pallonji of India and
Malaysia’s Bumi Armada to con-
vert a very large crude carrier
(VLCC)into a floating production,

storage and offloading (FPSO) unit.

To be deployed on the east
coastof India, the project will pro-
duce up 090,000 barrels of oil per
day and help meet India’s signifi-
cant energy needs.

While these examples were
listed for furthering South Asian-
Singapore ties, Teo called for fur-
ther strengthening of connectiv-
ity. One key area s infrastructure,
which provides the sinews for de-
velopment and growth — power,
water, sanitation, telecommuni-
cations, roads, railways, ports and
airports, he said.

“Given the high cost of infra-
structure projects, it is often not
possible for South Asian govern-
ments to finance these projectson
their own. Governments could ac-
cess capital from the private sector
and multilateral institutions to
plug the gap.”

New Delhi

Sidewalk, owned by

the parent company

of Google, released a
document in response
to criticism from
anarm of the
government-mandated
body developing

the project in Toronto

proval to the project two weeks
ago after Sidewalk agreed to walk
back many of its original propos-
als, including putting all data col-
lected into an Urban Data Trust,
which critics said would not be
subject to adequate oversight.
The 12-acre project, close to
Toronto’s central business district,
would feature adaptive street de-

sign and responsive sounds to
help blind people find their way
around, the document showed.

Sidewalk would implementa
pay-as-you-throw system of
garbage deposition, with volume
sensorsinstalled oneachbintoin-
dicate whenit should empty itself,
and optical sensors that would al-
low each self-driving bin to navi-
gate through the public realm.

It said the majority of the serv-
ices it is proposing have already
been partially or fully imple-
mented in an existing project in
various cities around the world.

Sidewalk said the objective of
this list is to “not only describe
the ‘what’ and the ‘why, but also
the ‘how’ and ‘who’ for each serv-
ice. “It also can help provide a
clear, single source for what data
collection activities are proposed
— and importantly, what activi-
ties are not.”

China central bank to stick
to prudent monetary policy

REUTERS
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 16

CHINA'’S CENTRAL bank said on
Saturday it will maintain prudent
monetary policy to prevent infla-
tion from spreading.

In its third quarter monetary
policy report, the People’s Bank of
China (PBOC) also said it was
studying plans to switch the
benchmark rate for existingloans
to the new loan prime rate (LPR).

China’s economic growth for
the third quarter tumbled to its
slowest pace in nearly three
decades, under pressure from
slowing global demand and the
ongoing trade war between China
and the United States.

Atthe same time, China’s con-
sumer inflation has quickened to

a near eight-year high of 3.8 per
cent, driven in part by soaring
pork prices as a result of an out-
break of African Swine Feverinthe
country, posing adilemma for the
central bank.

“The PBOCisincreasingly con-
cerned about rising CPI inflation
and inflation expectations,” econ-
omists at Nomurasaid inanoteon
Friday, saying those risks may in-
cline policymakers to lower pro-
file easing measures in the near
term. The PBOChad unexpectedly
made a 200 billion yuan liquidity
injection earlier in the day.

Despite the higher inflation
rates the central bank s expected
tolower the LPR next Wednesday,
for the third time since it was in-
troduced in August. LPRisalend-
ing benchmark for bank loans to
households and businesses.
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Ifit’s your

The defender who can “see” what the winning defense is, QUICKCLUES
takes charge. The best play with this heart combination for A
one loser is to take two finesses. CROSS ) J I 1 4 ! n F '
1. Office or school boy’sitem (6,9) |
Dlr: North 9.  Sparsupporting sail (4-3)
Vul: EEW 10.  Pertaining to melanism (7) = <
11.  Nymph of paradise (5)
NORTH (Dummy) EAST 12. Italian appetizer (9) . . . .
13. Martial art(9)
a4 47963 15. Indifferent gesture (5) ' .
¥ 375 VK06 16. Abody embalmed for burial (5) -
¢A Q 108 ¢? 18. Incandescentlamp (9)
(9 $A8/654 20. Maltreat(9) - ' "
23. Notonland -and confused ! (2,3)
WEST  NORTH  EAST  SOUTH 24. Unimportant(7) il
IK 2 Pass TP Pass 25. Chemical agent that oxidizes (7) i i T T
yx '} Pass Lep Pass 26. Winter garment(8,7)
Pass
p DOWN p | al e -
855 1. Hallucinatory (15)
i . .
OPENING LEAD: SK Plan your defense.
y 3. Grandly or grandiosely ? (2,1,3,3) . .
Your partner greets your opening lead with the 10 so you 4.  Where PagoPagois(5)
continue with the ace and both f;)llow - It’s still your turn 5. Firstman to set foot on moon (9) - . . .
- What do you lead at trick three? 6. Individual coral (5) g
WESTHAND: 4KQ1082 ® 2498743 #]3 7. "Sonsure" to change for one who I
do not consume ? (3-4)
SOUTHHAND: #75®A108434¢K]5%A102 8. Mediterranean landmark (4,2,9) S ——
Take Cf_large ! Ove¢aI<e partner's opening lead and.switch to 14. Where AlexanFlrla is(3) 23. Attends gathering of male 19. Inactive state is resistant to
your singleton diamond. Assuming dummy wins and a 15. Puts by, keepsin abeyance (4,5) journalists (5) change (7)
heart is led, split your 17.  Filthier (7) ; i
24. Bluntand futile! (2,5) 21.  Peril of aregular traveller ? (5)
honors. Then you get in with your other heart honor lead a 19, Parvenu(7) 25. Chuckle first heard from Lewis 22. Crane damaged by Pearl’s mother,
spade to partner’s queen and get your diamond ruff. 21. Legaldefence(5) Carroll(7) say(5)
DIr- South 22. Islets-"yesto" change?(5) 26. Tidy wearer of the triple chevron
: 2(78)
Vul: Both CRYPTIC CLUES olutions to 224
ACROSS DOWN: . QUICK CLUES Across: Dynamics, 5
NORTH EAST 1. Smart Alec having fifty per cent, 1. Resenthavingtoaccept second Redgum, 10 Modicum, 11 Netball, 12
&76 excess capacity ? (3,6,2,4) said thing that doesn’t follow Boffo, 13 Imitation, 14 Nomenclature, 18
& AKJ854 9.  Saynothing about why Dad generalrule (4,9,2) Incompatible, 21 Mussolini, 23 Quirk, 24
¥ AK§S?2 ¥/ works? (4,3) 2. Outdooroperainreview (4,3) Erosion, 25 Amateur, 26 System, 27
4054 ¢3? 10.  She came round when Alanand 3. Apolitician with nothing on (9) ;“j“’e’e'y- D°“'1"g: De’_“°b5t!_2 N°g‘|’5f)'(fi3 ,
. . ICrocosm, mmiserations, ra,
L IV 10864 gotup (7_) 4. F‘Ye to forget.to take. itallout?(5) Gracious, 8 Malinger, 9 Indiscriminate, 15
11.  Muse with awayward tear over 5. Hideous victim of disease sent Allsquare, 16 Firmness, 17 Scissors, 19
love (5) backfast(9) Bireme, 20 Skerry, 22 Olive. CRYPTIC
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 12. Send amessage that mightbea 6. Yougetthe horse aftera CLUES Across: 1Malemute, 5 Scoffs, 10
K} Pass L4 IE) great help (9) departure of not soold ? (5) Malaria, 11 Hostage, 12 Liana, 13
13. Iseethe old hagleft with th 7. Maid with a serious complaint? Kennelled, 14 Escape notice, 18
e Pass Jé Pass nsee\flsp;;) or (ga;g ewi € (7) P Intermission, 21 Hoi polloi, 23 Ewell, 24
Pass 15. Re-ignited when put up by 8. Make a good thing out of zt:ﬂt);:y ,\:3:1“3"3,226 Eﬁ:;ng 27 Print-
Pass tradesman (5) moulting E.‘lt home? (_7’4'4)_ _ Merganser, 4 Thanks amillion, 6 Caste, 7
16.  Appeal for quiet conduct (5) 14.  Mercy! this concoction stinks in Fraulein, 8 Steadies, 9 Channel swimmer,
LEAD: 18. Badly presented next trio on stage school (9) 150none’sown, 16 Withhold, 17 Staithes,
OPENING : SQPlan your defense. will demand payment (9) 15. Apiece of light music? (5,4) 19 Denier, 20 Plugin, 22 Orlon.
20. Nice work - point out the 17.  Eluded Sullivan around South

Blrthday

Sunday November 17

Look to the future with hope in your heart.
You are set for a share of emotional warmth

and domestic contentment.

Monday November 18

Start preparing for next week’s planetary
angles. See to it that relationships with
close partners are harmonious and that
you and they are getting what you want,
especially in terms of work.

Tuesday November 19

In matters of the heart you need a little

variety and interest. There is every reason
to hope that you will do well in

competitive activities.

Wednesday November 20

It's the big picture which counts, and your
major ambitions could be thrown into
reverse gear, or abandoned. Your greatest
pleasure will come from a loved one,
perhaps a child who makes you proud.

Thursday November 21
Youreally do seem to be facing chances to
make a completely fresh start. There is an
outside possibility of an unusual offer, but
in truth the responsibility may lie with you
to take the initiative.

Friday November 22

There’s a fair amount of excitement
around. If you do lay yourself on the line
now then you might just reap the rewards
very soon.

Saturday November 23

You may feel as if all the good things lie in
the past. If so, you're mistaken. There is
plenty still to come, as you'll be finding out
over the coming few weeks.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Nooneelse canrepresentyour___.-Native American Proverb (10)
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Difficulty Level 1s

Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, B T 1
every digit from1to 9 g .
must appear in each of the

nine vertical columns, in 3 '-:-;

0

K

each of the nine horizontal 5
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

on

kS O

Difficulty Level 2
1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; s |
5s=VeryHard; 6s = A E,
Genius ——r—ril—
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

This may be a Those who have
profoundly restless planned holidays or
week, one which time off are well
lays the ground for a placed. Those who

have not, will be champing at
the bit, eager for a spot of
adventure. You should seize
this opportunity to resolve
any questions with legal
overtones. And don’t bend

series of deep changes in the
most intimate realms of your
life. By the month’s end you
will be on a new emotional
course. When partners realise
what’s going on, they’ll see

you in an entirely new light. the rules.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
In spite of what You will begin
close companions to feel much
may believe, you happier about the
must realise that state of play in your
business considerations are associations with friends and
highly relevant to your lovers. Venus’ passionate

relationship with Pluto
brings matters to a head one
way or the other, and you will
decide to stick with your
current situation.

romantic life. The confidence
bred by success will encourage
you to expect more of other
people socially, no longer
settling for second best.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

You must make a choice SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
affecting a person If you learn how to
who touches you on handle opposition
your deepest from partners and
emotional levels. rivalry from

You know now that an colleagues, you will gain in

unsatisfactory situation can experience to the point

where you’ll be in anideal
position to handle the next
phase of growth. All you

carry on no longer and that it
is up to you to call a halt. You
also know in your heart that

once you have made a cando is offer suggestions,
decision the storm clouds provide advice and assistance
will disappear. and generally play second
fiddle at the moment.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
A powerful CAPRICORN (Deg 23 -Jan 20)
consortium of You will be called to
planets is urging account for your
you to play it safe f1nanc1al_ goals.Itis
not possible to say

and tuck yourself away in your
shell for a while. What this
means is that you must choose
very carefully how and when
you act, particularly if other

for sure whether the outcome
will be favourable or not,
although I would guess that it
will be. What is certain is that
there will be a flurry of activity

Eggfg;aggr‘t“g ;’tl‘t’ﬁg'wh ole which will drive other, more
world is bound to move personal concerns .
your way. underground for a while.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The source of any Mercury, god of
trouble will be communication,
people who don’t will gdlvefyo.u Elhe
speed of mind to
ST Whylélrilgx%,l%llljlvde ga:iz:ll' overcome any difficulties. If
Y : partners give in to the
Zgglll gyé?lsrtlljfllfglsa:rslgmptlons demands of unreason and
‘ I anger, you can do no worse
intentions is not cl.ear, but may ¢y present them with
be due to your typical Leonine
p the facts.
refusal to explain yourself.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Fe?hzo - Mar 20)
e pressure to
You have been fafced implement further
@ ;/Ilelgz)?tIéllﬁinber 0 changes will reach a
eak and from
decisions, as is right b

there on will begin to die
down, finally fading out at the
end of July. This period will be
ideal for reaching agreements
whether property transactions
are underway, or if the

matters bothering you are
intensely personal.

and proper for any wise and
thoughtful person, which have
brought in their train a degree
of self-criticism and self-
doubt. Now, though, is the
time for a determined boost in
your confidence.

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF COAL MANAGEMENT

Kanke, Ranchi-834006, Jharkhand. India

Webalte : www.ilcmoac.in

Ref. Ko.: BCSChilTendor Publicaton/CMPDILMS-20024T Date: 15.11.2019
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Followsng Tenders are invited on<ine on the website https:iy
coalindiatenders.nic.in frarm the ehgible bedders
Hamea of Work : Repairing of RCC Structures &t ICM, Ranchy,
NIT No.: [ICMICHETRCC Repasr9-20/238 dated 051120135,
Estimated Cost | R 65 56 948 57, Availlability of Tender
Document: 1811 20191004 1220148,

Note: Detailed Tender MNolice & Temder Doouments
including terms and conditiona of works shall be available
an e-tendering portal https:/icoalindiatenders.nle.n and
Tendar Motice shall be available al websites www.licm.ac.in
and hitp:/l =procure. gav.inie : : ]
sl 8 ik Chief Manager (Civil}

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

'.j';":.-"il' DEFARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERG u

t'_': DIRECTORATE OF PURGHASE AND Tl.'."FIE-a

- HEAVY WATER PLANT, TALCHER
CORRIGENDUM

With referenca 1o ourMIT No, DPSHWPRTALDISPOSALIMPIZIA40
(e-Tender ID ; 46741} for Dismanting and Dispasal

incorporalad in the tender wat Consorfivm, Debvery Schedule
Materal Inspection, Dua Date & Time etc. Tenders ame 1o be
eiibratied orlinge only, The Last Date of Submission = exended up to
00.12.2019 (02:30 PM). For further ditails, please v 1he website al
hitps-/ietenders. dpsdae. gov.in,

=% TAMILNADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATIONLTD.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

SI. No| Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total|

1 | SE/M-I/NCTPS-2 111 (Due date Extension) | 1 |

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening,
viewing and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites:
www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/

of Heawy Water |
IMam Flant at HWP Talcher, Odisha, cerain amendments have bean |

nicgep/app DIPR/4367/TENDER/2019

Assiiant Shores Offcar |

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES,
SOURA, SRINAGAR KASHMIR

Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
E-mail:- ammoim orts@sklms ac.in, Fax: 0194-2403404

EXTENSION

Subject:- First Extension to the eNIT No. SIMS-324-NIT 16 (Imports) of
2019 dated 03.10.2019 (Tender -ID 2019_SKIMS_83006_1 to
Tender -ID 2019_SKIMS_83006_7) regarding Supply/
Installation, Testing & Commissioning of various Bio-
Medical Equipments for Cardiology, SKIMS.
The NIT is hereby extended as per following schedule:-

Last Date for Submission of Online Bids | 26.11.2019
upto 04.00 P.M.

| 30.11.2019 |

' Date of Opening of Technical Bids
at 12.30 P.M.

Besides the specifications for the item have been
revised & same are available on SKIMS website as well
as on www.jktender.gov.in.

Sd/- Asstt. Materials Management Officer,

SKIMS.

No.:- SIMS-324-eNIT 16 (Imports) 2019-4551-57-3801-04
Dated: 11.11.2019

Office of The Authorised Officer & Assistant
Conservator Of Forest, Panvel
Takka Forest Colony Tal. Panvel Dist. Raigad (Maharashtra) Pin Code 410206.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under Indian Forest Act, 1927 section 61B
Particularly :-
NOTICE is hereby given to above mention persons/firms and to public at large
that Range Forest Officer, Karjat (west) and Neral Police seized property along
with notified Forest Produce (Red Sanders) more particularly describe in the
schedule hereunder written and booked an offence and submitted their report u/s
52(2) of Indian Forest Act, 1927 along with property to this office for taking
decision of the said property.
I am authorised under section 61A of Indian Forest Act, 1927 to take legal
decision on said seized property.
All persons having or claiming any right, claim interest of the said seized
property or to any thereof by way of ownership, possession, sale, exchange,
mortgage, lease, license, gift, inheritance, bequest possession, encumbrance of
whatsoever nature or otherwise are hereby requested to attend before me
personally to the undersigned at the address mention above of any such claim
accompanied with all necessary and supporting documents within 14(Fourteen)
days from the date of publication hereof failing which it shall be presumed that
there are no claims and that claims, if any have been waived off and the
undersigned shall proceed to take action of the said seized property u/s61A of the
Indian Forest Act, 1927.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

|'Sr. FLR.No/Date | Vehicle | Chassis No Engine' Seized Forest
No. No No Produce
1 Neral Police Station| GJ-05/JK-| MALBM5IR - | Red Sanders
FIR No. 89/2015 | 0870 | LEM019526 Log No. Cmt.
Sd/-
(N. N. Kupte)
Authorised Officer &

Assistant Conservator of Forest
Panvel. Dist. Raigad (M.S.)

DGIPR 2019/2020/3662

or appointment of operator for operating Electric Buses for
on Gross Cost Contract Model under FAME India Scheme Phase-II.

As per tender specification, pre-qualification criteria and conditions
mentioned in respective RFP. Please visit the website mentioned below
for the details regarding submission of tender documents through
online e-tender process https://gem.gov.in
For further details please contact on Phone No. 079-22801236 (in office hours)

email at: cmegsric@yahoo.co.in

CME, GSRTC Ahmedabad

19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.

CIN U74999TN1971SGC005967
ender Notice NIT No.26/CW/DO/T.No.37 & 38/2019-20, Dt. 14.11.2019

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited, sealed
tenders are invited under “Two Cover System” for the following work from Civil / Electrical
Class-I State level Civil / Electrical Contractors registered in State / Central or Quasi Government]
Organisations having experience in similar nature of works. Tenders will be received upto
3.00 P.M. on 19.12.2019 and the same will be opened on the same day at 3.30 P.M.

Name of Work Approx. EMD
value of work

1) Improvement of roads and other works in SIPCO

Industrial Complex / Growth Centre / Parks at Pillaipakkam Rs.802.94 Rs.4,12,000/-
Hosur, Bargur, Cheyyar, Pudukottai, Nilakottai, Manamadurai Lakhs e
Perundurai and Oragadam.
I 2) Formation of Roads, Improvement and strengthening

of roads, street lights and other works in SIPCOT Industrial Rs.853.00 Rs.4,36,500/-
Complexes / Growth Centre, Parks at Thervoykandigai Lakhs T
Gummidipoondi, Cuddalore and Gurubarapalli.

EMD in the form of DD in favour of SIPCOT LTD., payable at Chennai.

The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website
WWW. tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in .

D|PR/4369/Tender/2019 Supermtendmg Engineer, SIPCOT, Chennai-8

=] NORTH DELH HUNICIPAL CORPORATION

DFFICE OF THE EX. ENGINEER (M) NARELA |
ZONAL OFFICE, NARELA, DELMI-110040 |

Mo 1 EETA-LTamnla201 52030017 Darte: 15.11.2019;
SHORT NOTICE |
Farl Date of Sak Dosnicad of Tender Document © 15.11.2019 17.30 Hme. |
Last Dale of Tender Doosmerdt onime submisson 0 23.11.2019 upio
1200 Hrs
25.11.2019 ks
1230 Hes
R anfing endennd e able gleass feler hitpaimedbenders.com |
sestiud porcoriage Rate tandars ane invilad lor oeocution al B leliowing |
warke by tha Noith DME St ekgile regiciaied oontrachar |"-|.=l'--l'l-5:|I
expenensen the simithr filed and will be received a3 per time ble and w-:li
Ba opanad a5 =5, 01,0010, on 1230 on waibsha iitpudmedhandars. com |
by MCD- E-Terddering in the allice of EE(k-)yNara Zonnl, Buldng |
Marata Sarse Dhall 110340, Tha aligible contractar has 1o oot thalr mlas |
gldnecl o the Sondions thel Bhey ae neilher bilack ied nol debared al |
the tme of submis=ion al their lenders throuch e-endenng process.

Dpenry of Firarcal B

i ) R PROMOTI0

U.A K A A 2J\

ORPORATION OF TA AL )
ROAD OR Al - 600 008
/1000 Q) .. ()

TENDER NOTICE NIT.No.27/CW/DO/T.No.39 & 40/2019-20, Dt.14.11.2019

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited
sealed tenders are invited under “Two Cover System” for the following work from Civil
Electrical Class-1 State level Civil/ Electrical Contractors registered in State/Central or Quas
Government Organisations having experience in similar nature of works. Tenders will bg
received upto 3.00 PM on 19.12.2019 and the same will be opened on the same day a
3.30 PM.

Name of Work Approx. valuel EMD
of work
1) Renovation of Street light arrangements in SIPCOT|  Rs.398.50 | Rs.2,10,000/-
Industrial Complex/ Growth Centre/ Parks at Nilakottai lakhs
Pudukottai, Manamadurai, Oragadam and Sriperumbudur.
2) Providing Highmast lights and street light arrangementy  Rs.572.61 Rs.2,97,000/-
in SIPCOT Industrial Complexes / Growth Centre, Parks at lakhs
Pillaipakkam, Thervoykandigai, Cuddalore, Irungattukottai
Cheyyar and Sriperumbudur.

EMD in the form of DD in favour of SIPCOT Ltd., payable at Chennai.

The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in

DIPR/4368/TENDER/2019  SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, SIPCOT, Chennai-8

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

i

Maj
Upreti, SM)

(Nk Kishore
Dung Dung)

Ajay (Lt Amit Kumar
Beniwal)

(Nk Bhukhan
Oraon)

ﬂ 4 &
L]

(Nk Amrit Lal #Saia (Sep Chandan

Horo) Baskey) Kumar Jha)

Today, we pay homage to the Veer Biharis of 8 BIHAR
who laid down their lives on 17 Nov 2008, while carrying
out search and rescue operations in the hazardous,
snow covered peaks of Gurez Sector in J&K. Their self-
less actions were in the highest traditions of the Indian
Army. We, the fraternity of the Veer Biharis, salute
them.

The Bihar Regiment Association

| Tenders are invited online from reputed manufacturers/authorized

_ www.statetenders.com and this office notice board.

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
Directorate of Forensic Science
Sector-18 A, Near Police Bhavan, Gujarat State, Gandhinagar - 382 007
Phone & Fax - 079-232 56276, 232 56393

e-TENDER NOTICE: DFS/ET-32/2019-20

representatives/dealers appointed by manufacturer for the purpose of
equipments/accessories costing approx Rs. 1044.60 Lacs. Interested
bidders are requested to submit offers through e-tender process. For
downloading the tender documents & other details please visit
www.dfs.nprocure.com / www.guijaratindia.com/www.cspoguijarat.gov.in /

Duration of Downloading & submission of Tender (online):
18/11/2019 to 09/12/2019 upto 18.00 hrs.

Last date for physical submission: 11/12/2019 upto 18.00 hrs.

§. | Tender| Mame | Tender | E.M. Time Validity| Tender
Ma. | Ha | of work| amoum in of af
1

Gkl
Inil E:lilrl'llﬂl!lll-l'.'ln rales

1. EE/M-Y Nareia/T E.-E‘IIH';- KIFMH 7.1 Il|1|.l el g D-E"-'l.-"l'.l.'l"l 1] L.{
fahd o Do b Shore B Gopl Rl n'll'.'l"l-E:,' FuEs 1o 'r'%lﬂ'r.-ﬁ
Dhasamshals and Marnesh 1o Blm ouee in HaiBast Maela in wand H:-1I".L
Mlarsba in Mareks Zoew H0 - XLTRS [d)

(Er e kR s L2 R K & bt Ehonths 15007 |

2. EEMA-IMansla MO0 8- 20200 7 2, Imprciem et of anss Dy I.HI'.'I-.'I'J-"II;I!
OO paseihior in Udyan Pana in veard Mo (Haeds] in Kansts Zona =H I
larva trom Ramphal o Mahendor house, Amboy o Kanshicam house, |
Rajerder fa Devender house, Dhammshala o Bhagat Sngh Pork, New)|
Hapgry Schoal 1o Ambadhar park and sides mng, Rnjesh o Lovely hausa, |
Surender o Limed houss, Chamngt o Maman house HRG- 3L Vill-IF|
105825049 211300 8 Monihs Shlantha 1600
3. EEMLL Nancla TS/ 2018-20201 7.3, Imp of Bankar Barsana moad I:-',.'E
pog GG pavement and RCC dain from Shiv serice slakon o pan COFT |
inwand NoSH (Bankner) in Meesla foma Hoa:- XLYIN-S (00
13822844 252500 B Monthg 5 Kontne 15005

4. EE/N-N Narola TC20149-20201 7.4, Improwement of lanes by |:-|1:||.'|:I.r||:|
GC pavernent in ward Mo 1 (Narel) in Narela Zone SH;- from Dhammbir I'n
Kumar Elgctrarscs 6o Saibir 1 Raway mad in ingm Grioey fom Mano |
Kiryana 1o Sunil &nd uplo radway road in Viay MNegar from Salish to Gowt |
Schog, Hajersder 15 Saibhash and Dinesd 1o Moban i Shneap NE'-Q". Ircaima |
Sadaram Gugla w0 Gosl Rouss CRnabre Misas i Fecnay Shoo, |'."-‘F||'IE"'IIZ:I'.'II'I
[T u Peaem aned Soshisrs e B Birand rricee HOGA - XLE -2

1185REgs 240000 B Months 5§ Monmths 15000 |
Bidding documeni can be downloaded [rem {he websile)
http:fwwwtenderwizand. com

O Nao, 150 0PYNarth/2019-20 Ex. Enfginesr (W} Narela

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division No. I,
Irrigation & Flood Control Department, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi, I&FC Wing, Vikas Bhawan-II, Civil Lines, Delhi-
110054. invites on behalf of the President of India,
online tender from approved and eligible contractor
registered with authorized department/Ministry, Govt. of
NCT of Delhi/Govt.of India for the following works:
N.O.W:- R & M of Delhi Govt. Consumer Petrol Pump at
Mall Road and Shanti Van under Petrol Supply Scheme
for the year 2019-20.

S.W :- Providing of Security Guards for Watch and|
Ward round the clock duty at Delhi Govt. Consumer
Petrol Pumps Mall Road Mughal Bund (Shanti Van)
Delhi for 12 month.

(H.O.A:- MH 2075 Petrol Supply Scheme) Revenue
Estimated Cost: Rs. 16,38,528/-

Earnest Money: Rs. 32,771/-

Period of completion: (365) Days, Last date & time of
submission of tender: upto 3:00 p.m on 25/11/2019.
(Tender 1.D 2019_IFC_183681_1)

Note

1) The Tender forms and other details can be obtained
from the website http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Opening date of Technical Bid (online): 13/12/2019, 11.00 hrs.

j (INF/1526/19-20) ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR
: GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
ol ¥ “e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
) = WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail : ceroads.bbsr@gmail.com|
Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-16/2019-20

1. The Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha on behalf of
Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bids in double
cover system in ONLINE MODE form eligible contractors for
Road/ Bridge works as mentioned below :

2. Nature of work : Road and Bridge works
3. No. of work : 02 Nos.

4. Tender Paper cost : Rs. 10,000.00

5.

Class of Contractor : ‘A" Class/ Special Class/ Super

Class as noted against each work
From 10.00 A.M. of 14.11.2019 to
5.00 PM of 03.12.2019

6. Available of bid :
document in the
website

7. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 04.12.2019 at 11.30 AM

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further,
details can be seen from the website:
https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum /
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha|

34117/11/0046/1920

epaper -.ma:' S5, Com

DIP/Shabdarth/1006/1920
il B

New Delhi
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THE MONK WHO

SOLD HIS DUCATI

Taking a set off Roger Federer at US Open might have been the
highlight of Sumit Nagal’s year. But what defines 2019 for the
young Indian tennis talent is the new-found maturity and poise
in his game, as he remains grateful for staying injury-free and
forging ahead with his furious forehand, finds SHAHID JUDGE

8

Nagal has made it
to semi-final or
better of eight
ATP Challengers
this year, going
through to the
final twice and
winning the title
in Buenos Aires

127

After a strong
year, Nagal has
moved up to his
career-best rank.
Atlastyear’s
Pune Open, his
rank of 340 was
not good enough
foraspotevenin
in the qualifiers.

2020

Nagal aims to
make the cut for
the Tokyo
Olympics. “I
think the cut-off
for the Olympics
comesin July.So
I've got six-seven
months to get as
many points as
possible.”

BOY, notyet 10, takes his place
ina queue at the baseline of a
tennis court in a government
school in New Delhi, awaiting
his turn at the top of the line.
He doesn’t know much about this game, but
finds a similarity with his favoured sport
cricket — hit ball with racquet. But when his
turn comes, he misses. The ball he’s played
his cricket with, at home, or in the neigh-
bourhood streets of Jhajjar in Haryana, was a
rubber ball that was heavy and didn’t bounce
much. This yellow furry tennis ball though
jumps, and bounces well over his head.

No matter. He walks back to the back of
the queue and awaits his turn again. The ex-
ercise goes on for a while, and he estimates
that he hit perhaps just one or two shots in
around 30 attempts.

A few years later, the boy, Sumit Nagal,
now 13,is on a court in Canada and coming
to the end of a practice session. But there’s
one more drill his coach Bobby Mahal has for
him. It’s an exercise that the youngster would
be forced to do at the end of every practice
session for the next four years.

“(Mahal) would feed 30-40 balls to my
forehand and said hit it as hard as possible,”
Nagal recalls. “Flat and hard, use the legs, full
racquet-head speed, full body power. No
drop shots allowed, nothing cute or fancy, no
fooling around. Just full-blooded shots. He
said he wanted me to develop a forehand be-
cause a big forehand is going to take a lot of
time to learn.”

In August 2019, Nagal walks onto another
court, the fabled Arthur Ashe Stadium — the
world’s largest tennis arena — set to take on
a certain Roger Federer. It is a match he could
never have hoped to win, but by no means
would he bow out without putting up afight.
His game is all about grinding, and he
brought that to court against the 20-time
Grand Slam champion, along with the fore-
hand that is arguably the biggest among
Indian players. Federer was impressed.

“He actually does a really good job, es-
pecially on the inside-out, how he gets
around. That was impressive,” the former
world no 1 would say after winning the
match in four sets.

As the year nears conclusion, so does
Nagal'’s first full season in the four years he’s
been playing on the professional circuit. The
22-year-old has exceeded all expectations,
as herose from the threat of becoming anin-
jury-ravaged tennis nomad to being the most
talked about Indian singles player this year.
He started the year grimacing from a shoul-
der problem and a low world rank that made
it a struggle to gain entry into tournaments.
But now he’s reached a career-high 127 and
is closing in on breaking the top 100.

The promenade that overlooks the outer
courts of the Balewadi Tennis Stadium in
Pune has become longer now for Nagal. A
walk across the length of it takes more time
for him, as he’s stopped for photographs and
autographs. He laps it up, smiling politely in
every selfie, and courteously signing caps,
notebooks, racquets alike. He’s here for the
KPIT Pune Challenger, his last event of the
season, and he’s enjoying all the fandom he’s
been getting in his first tournament in India
since his rise up the ranking ladder.

This reception though is a far cry from
what transpired when he was last at the very
same venue, at the Tata Open Maharashtra
backin January.

“I came here but didn’t get in,” he says,
sitting in the room now marked ‘VIP lounge’
that was meant only for competing players
during India’s only ATP 250.

He had come at the time, with his kitbag
close at hand, hoping for a wild-card entry
into the same tournament that saw him, in
2018, make his tour level main draw debut.
But his rank of 340 was not good enough for
a spot even in in the qualifiers. A week later
he’d drop down to 361 and the struggle to
get into tournaments anywhere in the world
became all the more brutal. And expensive.

“(There were) financial problems because
if [ was getting entry on Friday for tourna-
ments that start on Monday, then the last
minute tickets were getting expensive,” he
says. “The first five tournaments I played this
year, every ticket I bought was over $1,000
one-way which would normally be at least
half the price.”

But Nagal was desperate to play. The

IP!FEF'.H*‘:I 55, COM

promise of better days ahead outweighed
the high costs of travelling. He was struggling
to get into tournaments, but he had started
preparing himself for the grind in the right
way, with a coach and trainer. Once he
started getting into tournaments in the first
few months, wherever it was in the world
(Vietnam, Germany, Canada, Chile, Italy, the
United States...) Nagal knew things would
only improve.

In early 2017, two years after he won the
junior Wimbledon double’s title, Nagal was
reeling with a shoulder strain. Surgery was
an option, a rather risky one, but instead he
opted for a longer recovery. The pain did go
away, but he needed almost two years to get
fit. And by the time he started the 2019 sea-
son, a few niggles were there, but more
daunting was the mental fear of the shoul-
der flaring up again.

“Earlier when I had this problem I would
always think twice before hitting a ball. There
was always a thought that ‘what if I do this
and it starts to hurt?’” Nagal says. “I don’t
have that thought now so I can play more
freely. I can serve more freely. I can hit more
freely and that’s definitely one of the good
things.”

A part of the freedom comes from him
having the confidence in his own body. The
other part comes from having a calm and
clear mind. He realised that he needed to
take the mental aspect of the game as seri-
ously as the physicality. And so in April, he
started working with a psychologist to help
him channel his on-court aggression.

“It's just more about knowing myself, re-
alising, and analysing the mistakes,” he says.
“People say to stay in the moment, butIdon’t
think that’s possible. How can you forget it
when it just happened seconds ago?

“So now what I do with the (psycholo-
gist)is try to find the reason for why I miss a
ball. Just analysing. It's about watching videos
and realising what I was feeling like, how my
mind was during the match and what I feel
like now seeing it again. It’s realising that, ‘oh,
why did I get mad if I hit a cross court and the
ball came back and I had no option. Why am
[ getting mad?’

“And also working on the nervousness.
Everyone gets nervous, it's normal. But now
I've learnt to channel it elsewhere. Maybe I'd
run more, use my legs more, focus on put-
ting some more height on the ball. Basically
put that nervousness somewhere else except
the outcome.”

Channelling that nervousness elsewhere
made room for the remarkable composure
Nagal put on display when playing Federer,
in front of 21,000 odd fans, in the world’s
largest tennis stadium, and then winning the
first set against the Swiss maestro, that too
in his first ever Grand Slam main draw
match. Again, Federer was impressed.

“I guess maybe how he handled the mo-
ment. Never easy to come out and play your
best. Even though it’s kind of what you live
for, you dream about, playing on the big
stage. So I think he did that very well,”
Federer said about Nagal’'s mentality.

Working with a psychologist is one thing,
amajor upswing in Nagal's season came with
his working with coach Sascha Nensel —who
has worked with former world no 4 Nicolas
Kiefer and former WTA world no 9 Julia
Goerges — and trainer Milos Galecic, who has
previously worked with former India no 1
Somdev Devvarman.

“Working with Sascha and Milos, it’s the
environment they bring,” Nagal states. “All
three of us have areally good, fun relation-
ship. Sascha is always in a good mood, we
joke around and the body language is al-
ways happy. If 'm happy, I always look for-
ward to go on court or do the fitness, and
you always want to work harder. That is
very important to me.”

Nagal has been staying ‘happy’ for quite
a while this year, and as a result, he’s spent
a good amount of time on court going deep
into tournaments. He’s made it to semi-fi-
nal or better of eight ATP Challengers this
year, going through to the final twice and
winning the title in Buenos Aires. Along the
way, he’s beaten former world no 17 Albert
Ramos-Vinolas and former world no 24
Martin Klizan, along with making it to the
main draw of an ATP 500 (Hamburg) for the
first time in his career. Then in August, he
played seven sets in the US Open qualifiers
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to set up that memorable clash against
Federer.

He remembers getting a lot of messages
from friends and family after that match. The
ones that sticks out though were those from
his old friends in the junior academy group
who have all turned professional now.

“‘Hey, good job,” Nagal recites, “‘you're
finally coming back. We can feel it.”

Nagal remembers talking to his father
only a day after the Federer match. Amidst
the wave of emotion, he recalls his father
saying the words: “Today, you have made
us very proud.”

It was only then that the youngster re-
members his own mood lightening up. He
owes his tennis career to his father, Suresh
Nagal, even if he didn’t know what he was
doing when he first started playing the sport.

“When I was young, [ was always out of
the house playing something or the other,

The fitness was in place, but
Nagal still wasn’t the brightest
junior coming up when Mahesh
Bhupathi came to Delhi to hold
trials for the Apollo Academy in
2007.Nagal wasn’t keen to go
though, especially when his
father fell sick on the morning of
the trials. But he still travelled
the 20-odd kilometres to Delhi
with his mother, impressed the
12-time Grand Slam champion
and earned a spot.

either tag, or hide-and-seek, or cricket.
Anything,” says the Jhajjar-native. “Dad
started to think that 'm wasting my time
because, well, you can’t do much being
good at hide-and-seek when you grow up.
And he wasn’t even interested in cricket. It
had to be tennis.”

There was no word of protest from Nagal
as his father, a teacher at a government school,
signed him up for the academy in New Delhi.
After the initial struggle with judging the
bounce of a tennis ball, Nagal started show-
ing some promise in the game. And once he
started hitting with confidence, Suresh de-
cided it was time to work on fitness.

“Somehow, and I don’t know till date who
told him this, Dad always thought fitness was
important. He didn’t have the knowledge
and fitness work meant just running, doing
lots of sprints and movement. But he made
sure [ did it,” Nagal says. “He’d come home
in the evening and I'd be ready. So from
around six in the evening to 9:30 at night, we
were out doing fitness for at least two years.
Who would have thought then that my game
would be shaped around it?”

The fitness was in place, but Nagal still
wasn’t the brightest junior coming up when
Mahesh Bhupathi came to Delhi to hold tri-
als for the Apollo Academy in 2007. Nagal
wasn't keen to go though, especially when
his father fell sick on the morning of the tri-
als. But he still travelled the 20-odd kilome-
tres to Delhi with his mother, impressed the
12-time Grand Slam champion and earned
a spot in the academy.

But when the academy shut down, the fi-
nancial strain prompted the youngster to quit
the game. Until two months later, he got a
call from Bhupathi.

“He asked me if I'd play if he were to
sponsor me. Of course, I said ‘yes.”

Under Bhupathi’s guidance, Nagal trav-
elled to Canada and later on to Germany, on
the way to becoming a talented counter-

New Delhi

puncher with a killer forehand. And Nagal
would have it no other way, for it’s the
slugfests that he enjoys the most.

“When you win comfortably, you can’t
take much from it because maybe you
played too well and the opponent couldn’t
do much. You don’t get those often,” he
says. “But when you win the ugly ones, the
dogfights, you know that you were men-
tally there and you really feel good. Those
are the biggest wins, and I feel very confi-
dent in those, the dogfights.”

In Pune, Nagal's run ends in the quarter-
final after a straight-sets loss to compatriot
Ramkumar Ramanathan. But the responsi-
bility on his shoulders is bound to increase
in the coming season. He’s made his mark
this year, in the first season of his four-year
career that hasn’t been cut-short by injury.
The biggest challenge for next year though
will be to prove that he can maintain the
ranking points he earned in 2019, and go
even further.

In the next few weeks, he will return to
the Davis Cup fold to spearhead the Indian
team, as the team prepares to compete for a
World Group Playoff spot against Pakistan.

At the same time, he’s set his own targets
for the next year.

“The first target is to break into the top-
100. And after that it is to make the cut for
the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics,” he says.
“I'll be chasing that. I think the cut-off for the
Olympics comesin July. So I've got six-seven
months to get as many points as possible.”

Over the last year, Nagal has changed
from the short-tempered, injury-prone
promising youngster he was when he first
came out onto the tour. He’s matured, both
on and off the court.

When he was 16, he had asked his father
to buy him a Ducati, a powerful and expen-
sive motorcycle, for his 18th birthday. He re-
members his father saving up for around two
years to get him the gift. But the rigours and
constant travel on tour did not allow the
youngster much time to spend on his treas-
ured vehicle. Soon enough, he saw it practi-
cal to sell it.

“It was just standing there. Then it did-
n't make sense. At the end I probably asked
for it because I was young blood, hot blood,
you know. You just want to drive fast, ride
fast,” he says. “And I'm so happy that, even
though I enjoy riding and driving, I'm out
of that zone where I want to driver faster.
Now I'min the slow lane, chilling, listening
to music, enjoying the car, enjoying the en-
vironment.”

The struggles with injury have brought
about a greater appreciation for the time he
spends on court. And that is the most impor-
tant thing to him. But he’s still working his
way up, and he’s doing it the way he loves to.

Running hard, hitting hard, playing with

a free mind.

Sumit Nagal
started the year

grimacing froma

shoulder
problem and a
low world rank
thatmadeita
struggle to gain
entry into
tournaments.
Now he’s closing
in on breaking
the top 100.
Ashish Kale
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Takeaway from home delivery

India’s latest innings victory demonstrates they're making the rest of the Test cricket world play catch-up with them at home

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
INDORE,NOVEMBER 16

THE MOST intense contest on Saturday at the
Holkar Stadium was the thrilling chase be-
tween a bunch of hefty security men and a
bald-headed semi-streaker. It was the slow
reaction time of the men in uniform that saw
the fence-jumping, shirtless fan just about
win the race to sneak into the Indian huddle
and touch Virat Kohli's feet.

Meanwhile, as for the feature event, the
India-Bangladesh Test, it was more of a one-
sided exhibition tie that toggled seamlessly
between India's overwhelming superiority
and Bangladesh's inferiority. The Saturday
crowd 16,000 raised the proverbial roof
when wickets fell and mocked the visitors
when they looked technically inept to play
the longest, and the most difficult, format of
the game.

Virat Kohli & Co.'s 130 run-win — their
third straight innings victory and a record
sixth consecutive Test match triumph at
home — was further evidence that the
cricket-watching experience of fans during
home Tests has well and truly been changed.
These days there's no tumult, no anxiety, no
anguish, or even euphoria over the fall of the
final wicket.

For those following the World No.1 Test
side at home, it's just a wait for the eventual-
ity when Kohli takes the victory lap. This
change is a tribute to the team that has kept
complacency far from the dressing room. As
the team’s batting coach Vikram Rathour
said after the win: “It's the team culture, it's
not about batting or bowling. The team
wants to be the No.1 teamin the world. That's
why you see the hunger.”

The fatlady no longer bothers to turn up
at stadiums for India games. She stays put at
home, mourning her irrelevance. At Indore,
all the singing was done by the fans for Kohli
and his fast bowlers. The wait didn't last long.
Onasporting pitch, Kohli’s team finished the
Test in three days.

First, a few numbers to highlight the dis-
parity between the two teams. The grand to-
tal of Bangladesh's first-innings score and
runs scored by their top order in the second
— 150 and 72/5 — happens to be less than
Mayank Agarwal's 243. Four of their bowlers
bowled 89 overs between them for just 2
wickets. In their first innings, four
Bangladesh bowlers — Ebadat Hossain, Abu
Jayed, Taijul Islam and Mehidy Hasan Miraz
— went for over 100 runs each. For India on
Day 1, the three quicks — Ishant Sharma,
Umesh Yadav, Mohammad Shami — con-
ceded only 94 runs between them.

Beyond these depressing numbers there
was more darkness looming on Bangladesh's
Test horizon. The visiting openers couldn't
play the moving the ball, their middle-order
didn't have the patience to grind out and at
least one tailender backed off towards the
square-leg umpire when facing the quicks.

Openers Shadman Islam and Imrul Kayes
weren't equipped to deal with the new red
ball, and inspired little confidence as to how
they would fare against the pink ball in less
than a week's time. They didn't quite cover
the line and try to read the swing or seam
movement. Ishant's consistent off-stump line
and the away movement was way too much
to handle for the men more used to playing in
coloured clothing and facing the white ball.

M-barrassment

The three Ms — Mominul Haque,
Mushfiqur Rahim and Mahmudullah — did
show shades of Test match temperament,
but they don't have it in them to be the team's
mainstay. In the absence of the main batting
stars — Tamim and Shakib — they were
pushed into the limelight, but they were
found wanting. Mushfiqur's 150-ball 64 in
the second innings can qualify to be called
good only when there's no Shakib hundred
in the scoreboard. In Indore, all that the
diminutive batsmen, who famously squan-
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(ONLY ONE TEAM IS PLAYING

Opener Imrul Keyes has his stump uprooted by an Umesh Yadav delivery on Day 3 in Indore on Saturday. India won the first Test with over two days to spare. BCCI

It was just the third time in the
e history of the game that a team

has won three successive Tests by
an innings and 100-plus-run margin.

Australia achieved it in 1931. Pakistan
accomplished the featin 2001.

It was India’s 6th successive Test

win. It’s the country's longest

winning streak and managed
just once before, under MS Dhoni. Kohli
also became the joint-fifth successful Test
captain (tied with Allan Border).

Kohli also eclipsed his
@ predecessor MS Dhoni as the

Indian skipper with the most
innings wins under his belt. India have
inflicted four innings defeats in 10
meetings against Bangladesh.

71.3 isRavindra Jadeja's batting

@ average this year—in nine
innings, he has collected 428

runs including five half-centiries. Four of
those innings and 156 runs were scored
outside Asia.

Rather than us (support staff)
pushing them, they push us.
Somebody like Mayank, after
scoring so many runs, is still
coming and asking what better he
cando, what are the areas he can
improve upon. That's agreat
character to have. And that's not
one guy, everyone in the teamis
like that.”

VIKRAMRATHOUR
INDIA'S BATTING COACH

dered a famous T20 chase against India three
years ago, got was sympathy.

The worst advertisement of Bangladesh
cricket was the sight of the tailenders at the
crease. In an era when teams bat deep, the
visiting bowlers were backing off towards
the square leg umpire when facing Umesh
Yadav and Mohammed Shami. Aware of
Umesh's consistency with his toe-crushers,
they hopped around on the crease even be-
fore the ball was released.

It was the kind of humiliating loss that
can trigger several drastic thoughts in the los-
ing side’s dressing room. Seniors start think-
ing about retirement and juniors get riddled
with self-doubts. With an easier and shorter
format as a very viable option, these Test mis-
fits might be tempted to embrace the high-
paying T20 franchise model.

Bangladesh's new coach Russell

Domingo has a task at hand. He needs to mo-
tivate his defeated side. He has spoken about
phasing out the seniors and also following
the Indian model. "Bangladesh needs to do
so by trying to develop fast bowlers, prepare
wickets that help fast bowlers. India no
longer rely on spinners. They will prepare
good wickets and back their fast bowlers to
do the business,” Domingo said.

Bangladesh'’s falling Test standard isn’t
just a problem for coach Domingo or the
Bangladesh cricket officials who are still reel-
ing after the latest corruption scandal involv-
ing their biggest star. Even for the
International Cricket Council (ICC), which is
banking on the ongoing World Test
Championship to monetise Test cricket, the
three-day India-Bangladesh finish could be
acause of concern. India with 300 points, and
6 wins from as many games, is at the top of
the table while Bangladesh is yet to open its
account. New Zealand is in the second spot,
trailing by 240 points.

The Test Championship has certainly
given context to Test cricket. But one-sided
three-day games are a spoiler. Indore filled
the stadium on Saturday and cheered India
all day long. On Sunday, they would have
turned up again, but Bangladesh’s Test match
incompetence killed the contest.

Minus the magical intensity, edge-of-the-
seat drama, riveting suspense that even
makes the neutrals excited, sport loses its
essence. India can’t be blamed for it, the
world needs to raise the bar.

Focus is on lifting the standard
in each game: India captain

INDIATHRASHED Bangladesh inside three days
in the opening test to inch closer to their 12th
successive home series victory but skipper Virat
Kohli is only interested in maintaining high
standards and not in flattering numbers.
Table-topping India have now won all six
tests since the World Test Championship
kicked in, including a 3-0 whitewash against
South Africa last month to record their 11th
consecutive test series victory at home. India
hardly broke a sweat as they triumphed by
an innings and 130 runs to go 1-0 up in the
two-test series which culminated with a day-
night test in Kolkata from Nov. 22.
Saturday's win was also the 10th innings
victory under Kohli, the most by any Indian
captain. Asked if his team could dominate the
game like Australia did in recent past, Kohli
said: “The numbers and the records are there
for everyone to see, that remains in the books.
We haven't really focused on it. Our focus has
been on taking Indian cricket higher and
higher, to keep the standards up and motivate
the nextlot of players to come and do the same.
The motivation has been right, the intent has
been right, we just have to push in that direc-
tion. We don't care about numbers at all”
Kohli was visibly encouraging his team-
mates on Friday. Dismissed for a second-ball

duck, the home captain was seen gesturing
from the dressing room to opener Mayank
Agarwal to first push for a double century
and then a triple hundred. “I know how
much time it took me to get those big hun-
dreds. I know the importance of getting big
runs,” said the batting stalwart. “It's impor-
tant as a senior batter to let them know that
'you need to focus, they need to keep going'.
I'want the guys to not make the mistakes that
I made as a youngster, and learn quickly so
they can be a world-class player very soon.”

Mominul Haque began his tenure as
Bangladesh test captain with a resounding
defeat and the task would only get tougherin
the pink-ball test in Kolkata.

Apart from winning the toss, hardly any-
thing went right for Bangladesh, who could
not bowl out India in their only innings and
managed totals of 150 and 213 at the Holkar
Cricket Stadium.

The 28-year-old found positives in Abu
Jayed's lion-hearted bowling effort and
Mushfigur Rahim's fighting knocks in both
innings. “We take quite a few positives, es-
pecially the bowling of Abu Jayed who picked
four wickets. In batting, Mushfiqur was su-
perb with the bat in both innings. Liton Das
did well too,” he said. REUTERS

SCORECARD )
IndvsBan

IstTest | Indore | Toss:B’desh

B'DESH 1ST H\KG 150 w583 ov
IND IsTINNG 493/6D 1N 114 OV

M Agarwal c Jayed b Miraz 243
(330D, 28x4, 8x6)
RSharma c {Liton b Jayed 6(14b, 1x4)

CPujaracsub(Saif)bJayed 54(72b,9x4)
V Kohli Ibw b Jayed 0(2b)
ARahanecTIslambJayed 86(172b,9x4)

R Jadeja not out 60 (76D, 6x4, 2x6)
W Sahab Ebadat 12(11b,2x4)
U Yadav not out 25(10b, 1x4,3x6)

M Extras: (Ib 1,nb3,w3) 7
M Fall of wickets: 1-14 (Rohit, 7.2 ov), 2-105
(Pujara, 29.5 ov), 3-119 (Kohli, 31.5 ov), 4-309
(Rahane, 85.4 ov), 5-432 (Agarwal, 107.3 ov), 6-
454 (Saha, 110.50v)

M Bowling:

Ebadat Hossain 31-5-115-1
Abu Jayed 25-3-108-4
Taijul Islam 28-4-120-0
Mehidy Hasan Miraz 27-0-125-1
Mahmudullah 3-0-24-0

B'DESH 2ND INNG 213 IN58.3 ov

SIslambISharma 6(24b, 0x4)
I Kayes b Yadav 6(13b, 1x4)
M Haque Ibw b Shami 7 (20b, 6x4)
Mohd Mithun c Agarwal b Shami 18
(26b, 4x4)

M Rahim c Pujara b Ashwin 64
(150b, 7x4)

Mahmudullah c R Sharma b Shami 15
(35b,2x4)

LDas c &b Ashwin 35(39b,6x4)
MH Miraz b Yadav 38(55b, 5x4, 1x6)
TIslam c {Saha b Shami 6(43b, 1x4)
A Jayed not out 4(9b, 1x4)
E Hossain c Yadav b Ashwin 1(3)
M Extras: (b2,1b9,nb1,w1) 13

M Fall of wickets:; 1-10 (Imrul Kayes, 5.1 ov), 2-
16 (Shadman Islam, 6.6 ov), 3-37 (Mominul
Haque, 12.5 ov), 4-44 (Mohammad Mithun,
14.1 ov), 5-72 (Mahmudullah, 26.3 ov), 6-135
(Liton Das, 39.2 ov), 7-194 (Mehidy Hasan, 54.5
ov), 8-208 (Taijul Islam, 66.3 ov), 9-208
(Mushfiqur Rahim, 67.5 ov), 10-213 (Ebadot
Hossain, 69.2 ov)

M Bowling:

Ishant Sharma 11-3-31-1
Umesh Yadav 14-1-51-2
Mohd Shami 16-7-31-4
Ravindra Jadeja 14-2-47-0
Ravichandran Ashwin 14.2-6-42-2

A spectator intruded the pitch on Day 3
and hugged Virat Kohli.

Kohli’s dream pace pack keeps getting wilier and craftier

SRIRAMVEERA
INDORE, NOVEMBER 16

VIRAT KOHLI ran out from the slip cordon
to Ishant Sharma with a suggestion. Until
then, Ishant was providing the person en-
trusted with highlights package with eye-
popping visuals of balls curving away sen-
sationally from the stumps, away from the
left-handed openers. Aesthetically appeal-
ing stuff from round the stumps but the
wickets column wasn’t populated. Kohli
gestured him to bowl straighter at the
stumps, and even signalled for the ball com-
ing in with the angle and mimicked a left-
hander’s prod. Until then, the curlers
weren't forcing the batsmen to play; bereft
of the surprise nip-backer, they were letting
everything go. The occasional ones that
landed on the middle and off were still
curving away and were pushed out to the
off-side without much fuss.

The ball that comes in from around the
stumps—with the angle that triggers some
doubts in batsmen about not just that par-
ticular delivery but the subsequent away-
benders— wasn’t a left-of-the-field sugges-
tion but it was something Ishant wasn’t
comfortable doing. Ishant nodded at Kohli
and walked back briskly - a trait he picked
in the county last year where his team'’s
coach Jason Gillespie felt Ishant’s slow
trudge was stalling the game and hurting
his momentum.

It turns out that Ishant had been work-
ing on that in-with-the-angle delivery
with bowling coach Bharat Arun on Friday.
“It's something he started to do yesterday,”

spaper Ol o <o

Arun would say later. But probably the
confidence to try out in the middle wasn’t
there or perhaps he wanted to wait a little
longer—whatever may have been the rea-
son, he course-corrected after the chat
with Kohli.

The result came not too far after that. A
surprised Shadman Islam, unsure of its des-
tination, stabbed hurriedly at a delivery that
tilted into thread the bat-pad gap and clat-
ter the stumps. “I'm 31, bowling is taking a
toll on my body but I am enjoying trying out
different variations,” Ishant said later.

Ever-evolving attack

It's in these little things that this Indian
attack continues to evolve. Take Umesh
Yadav for example. Last year, when he was
out of the Test team and mopping around in
domestic cricket, he was a bit down.
Understandably so, of course. The fastest
Indian bowler reduced to a home-conditions
bowler. He has reverse swing and the pace
to hurry the batsmen in slower spin-friendly
Indian tracks but abroad the more skilful
seamers were ahead.

Sowhat does he do? He gets more control
over the outswinging curler and makes it
more venomous. It’s a perfect gut-buster for
the left-handed batsmen, who now can’t
push their front foot too far across to tackle
the away-slanting deliveries that Umesh
bowls a lot to them. Harried by a packed slip
cordon, Imrul Keyes was worried by the ones
that shaped away with the angle and wanted
to get closer to the ball. Mistake. The moment
he chose to press his front foot across was
also the moment that Umesh chose to rip out
the incoming curler. Boom. It crashed

Mohammed Shami took seven wickets in the match.

through the defences to leave a red stain on
the stumps. No wonder it was Umesh’s
“character” that stood out for Arun in this lat-
est comeback.

Mohammed Shami has to be the most
improved fast bowler in the world in the
last couple of years. Barring Zaheer Khan,
and probably Ishant Sharma to an extent,
India's pace bowlers have tended to wither
as years rolled on. Shami, however, has

gone to a different zone. Fitter and hence
pacier through the day, he has developed
immense control over his art. In Arun’s es-
timation, “Shami has the best seam pres-
entation in world cricket these days". And
who can argue with that?

How many other pacers can skid the ball
and also produce the ‘heavy ball’ that kicks
up from back-of-length and hits the bat
rather than the other way around? Skidder

and hustler — double jeopardy that batsmen
have struggled to handle. He skidded one
from around the stumps to trap the
Bangladesh captain Mominul Haque, easily
the batsman who looked most compact and
aware of his off-stump. So after testing out
his GPS reading of the off-stump and find-
ing it pretty good, Shami switched tracks,
went round the stumps and skidded one in
to trap his man.

Shami then produced the heavy ball and
Mohammad Mithun, who was in an aggres-
sive mood, having hit 4 fours, went for the
pull but found the ball had not only climbed
more than he thought but had arrived much
quicker than he anticipated. The ball lobbed
up to short midwicket where Mayank
Agarwal pouched it. It was a good surprise
option considering that until then Shami
was trying to nail him Ibw with the skid-
ders like he had done him in the first in-
nings. When that didn’t work, he effort-
lessly changed his options. “The more we
get tired, the better fun we have, we push
each other, and enjoy each other’s success,”
Shami said about his pace colleagues.

No Bumrah, no matter

Such has been the searing bowling at-
tack that India have achieved a hat-trick of
innings wins without the help of Jasprit
Bumrah and Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

“Itlooks like a different pitch when they
(Indian fast bowlers) bowl. Right now
Jasprit is not a part of the attack, when he
comes back, it will be one heck of an attack
to counter, a dream bowling combination
for any skipper,” Kohli said.

So much so that a question was shot at

New Delhi

Mohammed Shami has to be the
most improved fast bowler in the
world in the last couple of years.
Barring Zaheer Khan, and
probably Ishant Sharmatoan
extent, India's pace bowlers have
tended to wither as yearsrolled
on. Shami, however, has gone
into a different zone.

the press conference at Arun: “Is there a
chance that someday India might go with
all-out pace attack in Indian conditions?”
There was no jest in the question and there
were some smiles in the press room and
even as Arun said something about the con-
ditions helping the spinners a bit, the ques-
tion swirled in the mind. For the first time
ever in the history of Indian cricket, such a
thought can even be allowed to escape the
head. Rather, such a thought can even real-
istically pop in the first place.

Four men hurtling in, five men crouch-
ing in the slip cordon, the crowd scream-
ing ‘India India’. Who would have thought
of such a scenario even a couple of years
ago? The land of Mankad, Bedi,
Chandrasekhar, Prasanna, Kumble and you
can go on and on, the place where under-
paid curators would rake up the pitches to
support the tweakers, is now contemplat-
ing an all-out pace attack. The world has
gone deliriously mad - and as that line
goes, what a time to be alive!
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Finnish at the starting line

Finland qualify for Euro 2020 to end 80-year long wait; Nordic neighbour Sweden book berth too

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
NOVEMBER 16

AFTER MORE than 80 years of trying, Finland
has finally made it to a major soccer tourna-
ment. Its neighbor, Sweden, will be at next
year's European Championship, too.

It was a great night for the Nordic nations
on Friday as they took the number of teams
to seal places in the first ever Europe-wide
championship to 12. The celebrations were
most wild in Finland, which ended a run of
32 failed qualifying campaigns for either the
World Cup or European Championship
stretching back to 1938.

“Oh Finland is, oh Finland is, oh Finland
is finally in the men's soccer championship!"
Finland's Prime Minister, Antti Rinne,
tweeted after the “Huuhkajat” — as the na-
tional team is known at home — beat
Liechtenstein 3-0 to guarantee second place
behind Italy in Group J with a game to spare.

The top two qualify from each of the 10
groups, with four more teams advancing via
the playoffs in March.

Sweden booked its place at Euro 2020 a
few hours later by winning at Romania 2-0 to
ensure qualification from Group F along with
Spain. It'll be a sixth straight appearance at
the Euros for the Swedes, who were quarter-
finalists at last year's World Cup in Russia.

Denmark, another Nordic country, will
have to wait to seal qualification, however,
despite beating Gibraltar 6-0 to go top of
Group D. With Switzerland winning 1-0 at
home to Georgia to move into second place,
the group will go down to the final round of
matches. Ireland, in third place, is three points
behind Denmark heading into their meeting
in Dublin on Monday and would qualify with
awin. Switzerland is sure to progress by beat-
ing Gibraltar away on the same night.

#PukkiParty

If there was going to be a party in Finland
on Friday night, it was inevitable that Pukki
would be leading the celebrations.

The hashtag “PukkiParty" has been a pop-
ular one over the past few months, with the
striker scoring freely for his national team
and his Norwich club in the English Premier
League.

After scoring the goals that clinched
Finland's spot at Euro 2020, Pukki sprayed
champagne and led the chants in the locker
room after the game against Liechtenstein.

BRIEFLY

Tsitsipas beats
Federer to enter final

London: Stefanos Tsitsipas shocked
Roger Federer 6-3, 6-4 to reach the fi-
nal of the ATP
Finals in his tour-
nament debut on
Saturday. The
Greek sixth seed,
17 years younger
than his 38-year-
old opponent, beat
the Swiss at the Australian Open but
had fallen to him twice since then.
Federer was unrecognisable from the
player who dominated Novak Djokovic
in his final round-robin match, strug-
gling on serve and hitting a total of 26
unforced errors compared with just
five against the Serbian. But Tsitsipas
belied his years with a performance
full of confidence and grit, saving 11
out of 12 break points. AFP

Shiv Kapur takes
share of lead

Gurugram: Golfer Shiv Kapur carded a
second straight five-under 67 to graba
share of the three-way lead at the
Panasonic Open which saw four Indians
feature in the top 10 on Saturday.Giving
Kapur company in top-10 were Rashid
Khan (67-70), S Chikkarangappa (69-
68) and Vikrant Chopra (67-70) at
seven-under and tied-sixth place.
Though play began on the at 7 am for
the first time this week, the tournament
has beenreduced to 54 holes due to se-
vere smog earlier this week. The third
and final round will be played from two
tees. The cut fell at one-under with 67
players making it, of them as many as
30 were Indians. Kapur at 10-under
shared the lead with Australians, Adam
Blyth (71-63) and the seasoned Terry
Pilkadaris (68-66). PTI

Janat’s five-for helps
Afghans level series

New Delhi: Medium pacer Karim Janat
returned excellent figures of 5/11 and
powered Afghanistan to a series-lev-
elling 41-run victory over West Indies
in the second T20 International in
Lucknow on Saturday. Batting first af-
ter winning the toss, Afghanistan man-
aged 147 for even in the stipulated 20
overs, and then, stopped West Indies
at 106 for eight at the Bharat Ratna Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket
Stadium. The 21-year-old Janat was the
day's top performer, picking the wick-
ets of Evin Lewis, Shimron Hetmyer,
Sherfane Rutherford, Kieron Pollard
and Keemo Paul.

T -

Teemu Pukki, the team's most celebrated player, added two goals after halftime in front of Finland's jubilant fans.

Norwich was hosting an official “Pukki Party"
in a night club in Helsinki later in the night
and it's hard to imagine the celebrations end-
ing anytime soon.

“We have dreamt of THIS since we first
attended the 1938 WC Qualifiers,” the
Twitter feed of the Finland team posted.
“THE DREAM OF GENERATIONS has come
true and next summer the whole Finland will
party like NEVER before.”

Pukki took his tally of goals in qualifying
to nine in nine games with his double against
Liechtenstein, after Jasse Tuominen opened
the scoring at Telia 5G-areena.

The team is coached by Markku Kanerva,
a former primary school teacher who inher-
ited a side that had gone all of 2016 without
a competitive win, and he was drenched in
champagne by his players after the match.

Perfect Italy

Italy made it nine wins from nine quali-

fiers by beating Bosnia-Herzegovina 3-0
away, setting a national record in the process
with its 10th successive victory. Francesco
Acerbi, Lorenzo Insigne and Andrea Belotti
were the scorers for the Azzurri, who can
complete a perfect qualification witha home
win over Armenia on Monday. The 10
straight wins eclipsed Italy's s record of nine
in 1938-39 under Vittorio Pozzo.

No Zlatan, no problem

Swedenis doing just fine without Zlatan
Ibrahimovic. Since the striker retired from
the national team after Euro 2016, Sweden
has reached the World Cup in 2018 — getting
to the last eight for the first time since 1994
— and has cruised into Euro 2020 with just
one loss in nine qualifiers, and that was away
to Spain.

The first goal against Romania was scored
by Ibrahimovic's replacement as sole striker:
Marcus Berg headed in a left-wing cross by

DDCA prez Sharma
resigns, blames people
with ‘vested interests’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

RAJAT SHARMA, the Delhi and District
Cricket Association (DDCA) president,
stepped down on Friday along with the two
members of the Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC) and the state unit's CEO. After putting
in his papers, Sharma was scathing in his crit-
icism of people with 'vested interest’ in the
DDCA who he alleged did not care about the
sport.

“Cricket administration here is full of pulls
and pressures all the time. I feel that vested
interests are always actively working against
the interest of cricket. It seems that it may
not be possible to carry on in DDCA with my
principles of integrity, honesty and trans-
parency, which I am not willing to compro-
mise at any cost. That's why I have decided
to call it a day and hereby tender my resig-
nation to the Apex Council from the post of
President, DDCA with immediate effect,”
Sharma, a veteran journalist who runs India
TV news channel, said in a statement.

On the day Sharma resigned, CEO
Ravikant Chopra also put in his papers and
so did former cricketers Sunil Valson and
Yashpal Sharma — members of the CAC.
Sharma and the DDCA secretary, Vinod
Tihara, have been at loggerheads over ad-
ministrative powers. Tihara had been sus-
pended by the DDCA executive committee
last year.

However, the events of the past 24 hours
turned the tide in favour of the suspended
secretary. DDCA director (cricket) Sanjay
Bhardwaj confirmed that a resolution by cir-
culation, signed by nine members of the
Apex Council, was issued to reinstate Tihara
as secretary on Friday.

“Nine of the 16 members of the Apex
Council agreed to withdraw the power of the
president to run day-to-day affairs of the
DDCA. It was also decided that secretary
Tihara would be re-instated and he would
have full powers as per articles of association
of the DDCA,” Bhardwaj said.

DDCA's representative at the BCCI AGM
on December 1 could well be Tihara.

“I'would like to be the DDCA representa-
tive at the BCCI AGM. However, the decision
as to who will represent DDCA will be taken
by the Apex Council,” Tihara said.

Sharma alleged corruption in the DDCA
when it came to tenders and team selection
and hoped his resignation would result in
the Supreme Court and the Board of Control
for Cricket in India taking a closer look at
what was happenning in the state unit.

“I'wanted to expose the real face of DDCA
through this resignation. Even today, there
are people who are in the DDCA for their

“My resignation
should set the alarm
bells ringing and all
stakeholders
including the
Supreme Court, i
cricketers and BCCI should come
to know that such vested interests
are stillvery much at playin the
DDCA and it is for them to decide
the future course of action.”

RAJAT SHARMA

“Rajat Sharmawasrunninga
one-man show in the DDCA. He had
all the decision-making powers
and he is responsible for the
current state of affairs. Hecan't
now turn around and blame vested
interests.”

VINOD TIHARA,
DDCA TREASURER

vested interests, getting contracts and ten-
ders besides interfering in selection matters,”
Sharma said at amedia interaction. “My res-
ignation should set the alarm bells ringing
and all stakeholders including the Supreme
Court, cricketers and BCCI should come to
know that such vested interests are still very
much at play in the DDCA and it is for them
to decide the future course of action. I could
have easily stayed on for another two years
of my tenure. But I thought if [ don't resign
today, it would be unfair to the members,"
he said.

However, Tihara countered thisargument.
“Rajat Sharma was running a one-man show
in the DDCA. He had all the decision-making
powers and he is responsible for the current
state of affairs. He can't now turn around and
blame 'vested interests',” Tihara said.

Though he has resigned, Sharma said that
he would continue to fight people with vested
interest in the DDCA. “Iwill continue my fight
against the system and vested interests in my
capacity as DDCA's member. My resignation
as president gives me the freedom to work
even more diligently towards my vision for
Delhi cricket,” Sharma added.

CEO Choprasaid he had put in his papers
because of the various roadblocks he faced.
“There were several impediments from var-
ious vested interests within. Left to them-
selves, they would not have allowed us to fol-
low the laid down rules and regulations,”
Choprasaid in a statement.

Following Sharma's resignation, vice
president Rakesh Bansal has taken over as
DDCA acting president.

Emil Forsberg in the 18th. Berg then laid the
ball off for Robin Quaison to prod home a sec-
ond goal in the 34th.

Stroll for Spain

Spain sealed first place in Group F after a
7-0 home win over Malta, with Alvaro
Morata and Santi Cazorla — with his first in-
ternational goal in four years — scoring in the
first half and further strikes by Pau Torres,
Pablo Sarabia, Dani Olmo, Gerard Moreno
and Jesus Navas.

Like Italy, the Spanish are unbeaten but
have drawn two of their games. Spain qual-
ified in October so the match against lowly
Malta was a chance for coach Roberto
Moreno to give some young players an op-
portunity.

Torres and Olmo scored moments after
going on as second-half substitutes for their
debuts, while Sarabia and Moreno also
recorded their first international goals.

Ritu earns dominant
win in MMA debut

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

IN THE build-up to her MMA debut, Ritu
Phogat often appeared more anxious than ex-
cited, acknowledging the nerves ahead of the
high-profile One Championship bout in
Beijing. It only added to the intrigue. Her
wrestling pedigree was unquestioned, but
what happens when Ritu gets punched in the
face? After all, the fights start standing up.

On Saturday, the 25-year-old answered
all questions, in a debut that was as good as
it gets. Sure, a 10-second knockout would
have been more hysterical. But Ritu's
3minute40second-dismantling of South
Korea's Nam Hee Kim ticked all the boxes.
Puzzling everyone who expected her to start
shooting for takedowns from the get go, Ritu
began jabbing away, establishing distance
and tempting counter. Then when she got
the chance, Ritu entered for a double leg
takedown, leg-tripped Kim and muscled her
down. Inexplicably, she conceded the top po-
sition and let her opponent stand, only to
take her down more emphatically a minute
later.

She also got caught. Punches from better
opponents will be cleaner and stronger, and
that Ritu started flinching thereafter shows
there remain holes in her stand-up game. But
as long as she gets hold of fighters, Ritu will

-G::._

put them down. She tried letting her oppo-
nent stand for a second time, waited, and
then jumped on top her her.

Also missing is the killer instinct, which
will only come with more time in the cage
(or a kickboxing ring, in this case). On top of
Kim for more than a minute, Ritu worked to
amounted crucifix position, leaving her op-
ponent defenseless. She then rained down a
flurry of punches on Kim's face, which was
more agitating than damaging. Experienced
fighter would have used their elbows to
deadly effect; her corner had to scream to
prompt the Indian to do so. Eventually the
'ground-and-pound’ was sustained enough
for the referee to stop the fight.

Most importantly though, Ritu looked
composed, both in the ring and while jog-
ging down the ramp to ARRahman's 'Vande
Mataram.'

"I have only one goal and that's to win the
ONE Atomweight World Championship for
my country.” she said afterwards. "That's
why I chose 'Vande Mataram' as my walkout
song, listening to it fills me with enthusiasm
and makes me want to do something for
India. For me it's all about becoming the first
Indian world champion in MMA.

"I want to thank my sisters and my fam-
ily, they believed in me and motivated me...
I want thank everyone for their support, I
promise I'll always give my one hundred per-
cent."

Ritu Phogat beat South Korea’s Nam Hee Kim. One Championship

11th anniversary of
the 26/11 attacks, for a

special memorial
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