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72% turnout in Rajasthan
urban local body polls
JAIPUR

Nearly 72% voters exercised
their franchise in the
elections to 49 municipal
bodies in Rajasthan on
Saturday, with a maximum of
91.67% turnout in Nasirabad
municipality of Ajmer district.
Polling took place peacefully,
barring stray incidents of
violence which left a few
persons injured.
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‘High turnout signals close Sri Lankan race

Preliminary estimates record close to 80% polling; minority Tamil, Muslim regions see over 70% voting

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO
Saturday’s presidential elec-
tion in Sri Lanka may be
headed for a tight race bet-
ween hopefuls Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa and Sajith Premada-
sa, following a high voter
turnout, including in the
north and east, home to a
large population of minority
Tamils and Muslims.

According to preliminary
estimates provided by the
Election Commission, about
80% of the eligible citizens
cast their votes, comparable
to the 81.52% recorded in the
2015 election.

Initial trends are likely to
emerge by Sunday after-
noon, while official results

Congress to hold ‘Bharat
Bachao' rally on Nov. 30

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Congress announced on
Saturday that it would hold a
mega rally at the Ramlila
Maidan on November 30 as a
culmination of its State-level
agitation against the policies
of the Narendra Modi-led go-
vernment at the Centre.
Earlier, the party had an-
nounced protests across all
districts between November
5 and 15 against the Centre’s

Sena confident
of CM post, will
skip NDA meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The stalemate in Maharash-
tra politics continued on Sa-
turday, with the nascent al-
liance of Shiv Sena,
Congress and Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) call-
ing off a meeting with Go-
vernor Bhagat Singh Kosh-
yari at the last minute,
ostensibly due to other
commitments.

However, talks between
the three parties over go-
vernment formation conti-
nued. Sources said the three
parties had formalised the
common minimum pro-
gramme, which has been
forwarded to the respective
central leaderships for final
approvals. After approvals,
it would be released to the
general public for feedback.

Sena leader Sanjay Raut
said the party remains con-
fident of installing someone
to the top post.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 10

‘Why summons not served on Dow Chemicals?”

economic policies.

However, following the
Ayodha verdict and the im-
position of Section 144 of the
IPC in some districts, the
party had suspended a few
programmes in some States.

“The agitations will be
completed before November
25,7 said Congress general
secretary in charge of organ-
isations K.C. Venugopal.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 10

will be declared on Monday.

Election Commission
Chairman Mahinda Desha-
priva said Saturday’s poll
was the “most peaceful” pre-
sidential election in his expe-
rience, barring an incident
in which gunmen fired at
buses transporting Muslims
to polling stations in what
some feared was an intimida-
tion tactic. However, no inju-
ries were reported and the

passengers reached the
booths on time, he told me-
diapersons.

Most districts in the north
and east polled over 70%,
and the final figure could be
marginally higher than the
turnout recorded in the re-
gions in 2015, local officials
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Awaiting their turn: Voters at a polling station on the premises
of a Buddhist temple in Colombo on Saturday. =arp

told The Hindu.

Though lower than the na-
tional average, the votes
polled in the north, the east

and the central hill country —
where most Malayaha Tamils
live — could swing the final
result in the event of a near-

equal divide in the southern
votes.

Mr. Rajapaksa, a former
Defence Secretary and
brother of former President
Mahinda  Rajapaksa, is
known to have considerable
support in the southern, Sin-
hala-majority districts. The
brothers are widely regarded
as “heroes” who “saved” the
country by ending the war
with the Tamil Tigers a de-
cade ago.

Mr. Premadasa, Housing
Minister, too, campaigned
hard in the south, hoping to
draw support from the rural
vote base, despite the anger
with his government.

RIVALS HAPPY » PAGE 12

Police advise women against visiting Sabarimala

Action at Pampa base camp indicates govt. decision not to escort pilgrims

the Ayyappa temple on

Saturday as it opened amid tight security. =H.visHu

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Kerala police on Satur-
day advised at least two wo-
men under the age of 50
against trekking up to the Sa-
barimala Ayyappa temple
from the Pampa base camp.
The police response to the
arrival of the women pil-
grims at Pampa was widely
perceived as a clear indica-
tion of the Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government’s
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Cry for relief: Narmada Bachao Andolan leader Medha Patkar leads a rally of displaced people from the Narmada valley,
demanding proper rehabilitation and compensation for them, in Bhopal on Saturday. =a.m.FARUQUI (REPORT ON PAGE 9)

Rajat Sharma quits as Delhi cricket chief

Senior journalist says he will continue fighting ‘vested interests’ as DDCA member

Court pulls up MHA for company’s failure to appear in Bhopal gas tragedy hearing

SIDHARTH YADAV
BHOPAL

A Bhopal court has asked the
Union Home Ministry to ex-
plain why it has repeatedly
been unable to summon the
Dow Chemical Company to
appear before it in a case re-
lating to the Bhopal gas
tragedy.

The U.S.-based firm failed
to appear before the court of
the Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Bhopal, on No-
vember 13 despite being is-
sued a show-cause notice in
May. For the sixth time since
2014, the court’s notices had
gone unheeded.

“We issue a show-cause
notice on the Under Secre-
tary, IS-1I division, the Union
Home Ministry, to appear
before us on January 20 to
explain why it had been un-
able to serve summons on
the firm,” said Prakash Da-

CcM
K

mor, Additional Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate.

The direction came in res-
ponse to an application
moved by the Bhopal Group
for Information and Action,
a rights group working for
the survivors, providing le-
gal assistance to the Central
Bureau of Investigation in
the CBI versus Warren An-
derson and others case.

Repeated reminders
In the application, Rachna
Dhingra, a member, claimed
that the U.S. government
had “wilfully ignored or ob-
structed all notices sent by
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs” to make the firm ap-
pear in the court. This was
despite reminders sent to it
by the Ministry in Septem-
ber and October.

Anderson was the chair-
man of the Union Carbide

Corporation in 1984, when a
methyl isocyanate leak from
its pesticide plant here killed
thousands and caused dis-
eases in lakhs. After it was
acquired by the Dow Chemi-
cal Company as a wholly
owned subsidiary in 2001,
the firm’s assets and liabili-
ties (civil as well as criminal)
were deemed to be trans-
ferred as well.

Stating that India and the
U.S. were in a Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty since
2001, M.K. Chahar, Under
Secretary at the Centre,
wrote to the group in Sep-
tember that “prompt actions
are taken by the legal cell of
the Ministry on each request
of the service of summons”.

The request for summons
was sent to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice (DoJ) on May
30, the day it was received
by the Ministry from the CBI,

wrote Mr. Chahar. In July,
the U.S. government con-
firmed its receipt adding it
was “under review” by Lin-
da McKinney, trial attorney.

The CBI, in a submission
before the court on Novem-
ber 12, claimed the Ministry
had sent reminders to the
DoJ requesting “expeditious
steps for the service of sum-
mons”. However, it said, the
service report, which details
the progress of the service of
summons, was still awaited.

“Mr. Anderson died a free
man as the Centre was un-
able to get him extradited
from the U.S. Now, it’s the
same situation all over
again,” said Ms. Dhingra. Al-
leging that the U.S. had been
violating the treaty, she said
the Centre had not found the
courage to call them out for
the “fear of losing out on fo-
reign investment”.

VIJAY LOKAPALLY
NEW DELHI

Senior journalist Rajat Shar-
ma’s 17-month tenure as the
president of the Delhi and
District Cricket Association
(DDCA) came to an end on
Saturday when he relin-
quished the post following
differences with some key
members of the Apex
Council.

Lending support to Mr.
Sharma, the Cricket Adviso-
ry Committee of Yashpal
Sharma and Sunil Valson,
members of the 1983 World
Cup-winning team, and CEO
Ravikant Chopra also re-
signed from their positions.

Mr. Sharma had run into
frequent  confrontations
with some of his colleagues
who, in his opinion, were
not “interested” in the wel-
fare of Delhi cricket.

“My best resources, ef-

modified stance that the law
enforcement  authorities
were under no legal compul-
sion to escort women to wor-
ship at the Ayyappa temple.

The women were part of a
15-member group of pilgrims
from Kakinada in Andhra
Pradesh.
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Delhi has the most
unsafe tap water

Only Mumbai meets BIS standards

Pollution capital

Water in Delhi ranked the most unsafe in India as the
samples failed in 19 out of the 28 parameters. Samples
from Mumbai were found to meet all parameters

Delhi
Kolkata
Chennai
Jaipur
Dehradun
Ranchi
Raipur
Hyderabad [l
Bhubaneswar [
Mumbai |0

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

If it wasn’t enough that Del-
hi air is among the world’s
most polluted, a new study
has now shown that the ci-
ty’s tap water is the most un-
safe among 21 State capitals.

The national capital is at
the very bottom of the list,
in a ranking based on tap
water quality released by
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) on Tuesday.

It is among 13 cities where
all tested samples failed to
meet the BIS norms for
piped drinking water, in-
cluding Kolkata, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Jaipur and
Lucknow.

In fact, Mumbiai is the on-
ly city where all samples of
tap water met all the tested

Il NO.OF PARAMETERS IN
WHICH SAMPLES ARE FAILING

parameters under the In-
dian Standard 10500:2012
(specification for drinking
water) so far.

Under its flagship Jal Jee-
van Mission, the Centre
aims to provide safe piped
water to all households by
2024, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi promising to
spend over 3.5 lakh crore
on the scheme in his last In-
dependence Day speech.

However, the study, con-
ducted by the BIS for the
Union Food and Consumer
Affairs Ministry, showed
that even in urban areas,
which are connected to the
piped water network, there
is no guarantee that the wa-
ter is safe for consumption.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

“Severe’ air pollution in

Capital gone with the wind

AQI still ‘'very poor’; Delhiites to breathe better till Nov. 19

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The air quality of the Capital
improved to the ‘very poor’
category on Saturday, chiefly
owing to faster winds, after
four days of ‘severe’ pollu-
tion.

The air quality is expected
to improve further till No-
vember 19 and then deterio-
rate again from the next day,
said government-run moni-
toring agency System of Air
Quality and Weather Fore-
casting and Research (SA-
FAR).

Delhi’s AQI was 357 (very
poor) on Saturday, down
from 458 (severe) on Friday,
according to the 4 p.m. bul-
letin by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB),
which is the average of the
past 24 hours. The suburbs
of Ghaziabad (347), Greater
Noida (309), Gurugram

Rajat Sharma. sriLe pHOTO

forts and energy were con-
stantly consumed by the
urge to improve Delhi crick-
et, help cricketers at all le-
vels and ensure that the cap-
ital city had Dbetter
infrastructure and facilities.
It was frustrating that a lot of
Apex Council members, in-
cluding the office-bearers,
couldn’t agree with me on
this basic requirement and

(360), Faridabad (358) and
Noida (338) also recorded a
dip in pollution levels.

Ban lifted

The ban on the operation of
coal-based units in the Na-
tional Capital Region and in-
dustries in Delhi that do not
use piped natural gas was
lifted as the air quality im-
proved on Saturday. At a re-
view meeting of the CPCB-
led task force on Saturday;, it
was also decided that hot-
mix plants and stone-crush-
ers would remain closed in
the NCR.

SAFAR said strong boun-
dary-layer and surface winds
were flushing out the accum-
ulated pollutants in the city.
However, the average level of
PM 2.5 — deadly respirable
particles — was still three
times (181.2 ug/m3) the safe
limit (60ug/m3) as per In-

preferred to dwell on their
own vested interests,” he
said in a statement.

‘A loud alarm bell’
Promoted by the late Arun
Jaitley, whom he called a
“friend and guide”, Mr.
Sharma said he had the op-
tion of serving out the re-
maining two years of his te-
nure as DDCA president
amicably but decided
against it. “I would have let
down my members and hurt
my self pride if I didn’t bring
forth the real picture within
the DDCA,” he said.

Mr. Sharma drew the at-
tention of Delhi’s cricket fra-
ternity by adding, “My resig-
nation is a loud alarm bell
that will remind the mem-
bers, BCCI, present and
former cricketers, media,
that the deep-rooted ma-
laise of getting tenders, con-

dian standards, in Delhi and
NCR at 6 p.m. on Saturday,
according to the CPCB. The
safe limit set by the World
Health Organization is (25
ug/m3).

The contribution of stub-
ble burning in neighbouring
States to Delhi’s pollution
was 5% on Saturday, down
from 10% on Friday and 25%
earlier this week. It is very
less compared to the the
high of 44% recorded earlier
this season, as per SAFAR.

“The AQI is expected to
improve to the lower end of
‘very poor’ by tomorrow
[November 17] and ‘poor’ ca-
tegory by November 18. The
SAFAR extended range fore-
cast indicates that increasing
trend [higher levels of pollu-
tion] will start again from
November 20,” SAFAR said.

(With inputs from PTI)
BURNING FIELDS » PAGE 4

tracts and selection discre-
pancies  for  personal
benefits is still very much ac-
tive and working.”

CAC lends support

Mr. Yashpal Sharma and Mr.
Valson drove home the
point that they had accepted
the offer to be part of the
CAC with the sole aim of
bringing in transparency in
selection matters. “The CAC
spent its entire energy in try-
ing to safeguard the DDCA
from vested interests, va-
rious pulls and pressures
but it was becoming a te-
dious process,” said Mr.
Yashpal Sharma. “We want-
ed to back cricketers to the
hilt and decide on policies
which keep them as priority.
Most importantly, we want-
ed to ensure that merit alone
earned a player his place in
the team,” said Mr. Valson.

A ND-NDE
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Honda workers’ strike
heralds emergence of
collective leadership

The automotive belt is no stranger to protests by workers,
but this is arguably the first time that contractual employees
are taking the lead and unions are backing them

DELHI
SUNDAY, NOV. 17
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11:00

17:27
11:52

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 29 15
Safdarjang 29 15
Palam 29 16

Delhi Palam Today

29°C Dry weather will prevail.
Night will be cool. Pollution
level is likely to decrease.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
28°C Shallow fog and mist will
prevail during morning hours.
Day will be comfortable with a
few clouds.
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Congress
blames BJP
for slowdown

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on Sa-
turday organised a ‘Halla
Bol’ rally to protest against
the BJP for “economic
slowdown” and “large-
scale unemployment” in
the country.

Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee (DPCC) chief
Subhash Chopra said,
“The country is facing its
worst economic  crisis
since Independence due
to the anti-people policies
of the Narendra Modi go-
vernment. Educated
young people have no jobs
and 74% of people in the
18-23 age group are unable
to join colleges.”

DPCC  spokesperson
Mukesh Sharma said,
“The Halla Bol agitation
will be intensified in the
coming days and will con-
tinue till November 25.”

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

“The production in entire
Manesar will come to a halt if
your demands are not met.
Be firm. If the Honda man-
agement stops supplying
food to the striking workers
inside, we will make alterna-
tive arrangements. Let’s take
this fight to a logical end,” a
stout middle-aged union
leader from Napino Auto and
Electronics Limited address-
es the striking workers of
Honda Motorcycles and
Scooters India Private Limit-
ed (HMSI) on a service road
outside Gate No.1 of the com-
pany’s plant in Manesar Sec-
tor 3 on Thursday afternoon.

While most of the workers
squat in a semi-circle facing
him, the rest stand behind
him listening attentively and
occasionally bursting into
loud sloganeering, hailing
the workers’ unity and de-
nouncing Honda manage-
ment. A few others hover
around the food and juice
vendors, and a jalebiwala,
just a stone’s throw away,
least bothered about the now
“routine” rhetoric by union
leaders for the past over one
week. A lone water tanker
parked at a distance also at-
tracts a good number of
workers.

It is the twelfth day of the
contractual workers’ strike
in the country’s prominent
two-wheeler company on Sa-
turday, but none of sides are
ready to blink first, leading to
an impasse. And what had

begun as a mark of resis-
tance by a handful of con-
tractual workers against the
management’s diktat, asking
them to proceed on a three-
month-long leave on Novem-
ber 5 citing slowdown, has
now gradually snowballed
into a full-fledged “workers’
movement” in this automo-
tive belt — with a real threat
of a spillover.

The plant has been shut
indefinitely and around
2,500 contractual workers,
including 1,800-odd workers
inside the plant, are holding
a round-the-clock sit-in.

The trade and workers’
unions have also jumped in-
to the fray, handing over
memorandums to the dis-
trict administration and ex-
pressing solidarity with the
striking workers.

“The company has re-
trenched around a 1,000
contractual workers over the
past few months citing slow-
down, with the assurance to
take them back after three
months, but it did not hap-
pen. The contractual work-
ers held a hunger strike be-
fore Diwali on this issue and
the management assured
that they would formulate a
policy on the matter. But
again 200 workers were told
to go on leave on November
4. The workers decided to
stand their ground suspect-
ing that they might never be
called back to work,” said a
permanent worker, who has
come to the spot to express
solidarity with the striking

workers.

The permanent workers
joined ranks with the con-
tractual employees after the
plant was shut “till further
intimation” on November 11.
The workers’ Charter of De-
mands is also pending with
the company for around 18
months now, adding to the
unrest among them.

“Our demand is simple.
Regularise all those who
have been working for more
than 10 years and duly com-
pensate the retrenched
workers. The company has
opened three new plants ov-
er the past 15 years, it is all
our hard work,” said a con-
tractual worker.

A new trend

Though the automobile in-
dustrial belt — spread till
Neemrana in Rajasthan
along the National High-
way-48 — is no stranger to
strikes, protests and dhar-
nas, Inglabi Mazdoor Kendra
central committee member
Shyambir Shukla, a labour
rights activist, sees the emer-
gence of a new trend with
the contractual workers tak-
ing the lead and the unions
backing them up.

“Never before has a work-
ers’ movement has been led
by contractual workers. It
was always the permanent
workers and the unions tak-
ing the lead and the contrac-
tual workforce supporting
them. But the trend has re-
versed with this movement.
It marks the beginning of the
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The contractual workers of Honda Motorcycles and Scooters India Private Ltd. have been on strike since November 5. = asHok kumar

end of individual leadership
and heralds the rise of collec-
tive leadership,” he said.

One of the reasons for the
reversal of roles for the per-
manent and contractual
workers is the growing num-
ber and prominence of the
latter in production, and the
failure of the unions to speak
for them.

“While the salaries of per-
manent Honda workers have
increased from 3,000 to
370,000 since 2005, the con-
tractual workers are still paid
15,000 per month. The un-
ions in the automobile sector
have mostly been acting in
collusion with the manage-
ment to contain the anger of
the contractual workers, but
failed to work for their wel-
fare,” said Mr. Shukla.

Besides, the unions too
have weakened over the
years because of dwindling
numbers and role of perma-
nent workers. In several
companies, the permanent
workers comprise only 15%-
20% of the workforce.

In fact, around 15 compa-
nies, mostly with active
workers’ unions, have been
shut down in the region over
the past one year rendering
thousands jobless, but no

voices were raised.

On the flip side, the con-
tractual workers lack the le-
gal immunity unlike the per-
manent workers.

Economic slowdown
Bellsonica Auto Component
India Employees’ Union vice-
president Ajit Singh said the
Honda workers strike was al-
so the first instance where
the protest had stemmed
from the economic slow-
down and not aimed directly
at the company’s manage-
ment.

“While all other move-
ments in the region earlier,
including the Maruti hunger
strike in 2011, were directed
against the company with
the demand to form a union
or seek implementation of
the Charter of Demands, the
present crisis has its roots in
the economic slowdown. It
has more political hues to it,”
said Mr. Singh.

Use of social media

The striking Honda workers
using social media platforms
to spread word about the
protest is another highlight.
Former BBC journalist San-
deep Rauzi has been running
the protest-related news on

his year-old YouTube chan-
nel and Facebook page
“Workers Unity”, helped by
a team of over a dozen form-
er journalists.

He said their efforts had
helped in lending voice to
the striking workers, espe-
cially when the mainstream
media had chosen to stay
away from it. He laments that
none of the major Hindi
news channels had carried
the news about the protest.

“Our social media cam-
paign is not just putting pres-
sure on the mainstream me-
dia to give space to this
protest, but has also been
successful in creating pres-
sure on Honda, adversely af-
fecting its brand value world-
wide. No doubt, the voice of
the workers is now reaching
the common man directly.
The six videos and live cover-
ages of the protest over these
days have garnered several
lakh views on different plat-
forms and reached around
50 lakh people, which is a
huge number,” said Mr.
Rauzi.

He added that the workers
also trolled actor Akshay Ku-
mar, Honda’s brand ambas-
sador, on Twitter.

Former Haryana CPM

State Secretary Inderjit Singh
said that the current stale-
mate at Honda is essentially
an equation of no-holds-
barred privileged position
enjoyed by the management
and the army of desperate
job-seekers at the receiving
end.

“Apart from this unequal
equation, the power of the
State is also at the beck and
call of the company, a fact
endorsed by the massive pol-
ice force ready to act inside
the Honda premises where
the retrenched workers con-
tinue to hold a sit-in. It is pa-
radoxical that the BJP- JJP rul-
ing alliance has proclaimed
the formation of the Com-
mon Minimum Programme,
purportedly honouring the
election promises made by
both the allies, including 75%
jobs for the youth from Ha-
ryana, but is keeping a tacit
silence when the youths are
being thrown out of jobs in
flagrant violation of laws of
natural justice and basic te-
nets of human rights,” said
Mr. Singh.

No response

HMSI declined to comment
on the queries sent to it re-
garding the strike.
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One held for robbing
man at knifepoint

NEW DELHI

A 30-year-old man, identified
as Jawed alias Sunny, has
been arrested for allegedly
robbing a man of 12 lakh at
knifepoint in north Delhi's
Kotwali area. The police said
that the victim, Irshad
Ahmad, was on Geeta Colony
flyover when he was robbed
by two men.

Foreign
national found
dead at hotel

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 43-year-old foreign na-
tional was found dead in a
hotel room in central Del-
hi’s Paharganj on Saturday
morning. Police said that
she suffered a cardiac
arrest.

A senior police officer
said that the deceased has
been identified as Polly
Anne Tuialii of New Zea-
land. She had come to India
with her partner John Fer-
guson, an Australian nation-
al, on Friday. “We have
been told that they had
checked into the hotel on
Friday and were here to get
married,” the officer said.

A hotel staff said that the
woman was found uncon-
scious around 7.30 a.m.
“The man came and told us
that the woman is in the
washroom and he wants to
use another washroom. We
provided him with the
same. When he went back
to the room, he saw her in
an unconscious state and in-
formed us. We went and
checked after which we in-
formed the police,” said a
hotel staff.

The woman was taken to
the hospital where she was
declared brought dead.

“She is suspected to have
collapsed due to cardiac ar-
rest. Embassy has been in-
formed and a post-mortem
will be conducted,” the of-
ficer said.

BJP to play PM Modi card to woo

voters in Delhi Assembly polls

‘Ek vote, teen sarkar’ will be party’s slogan, pledging benefits at city, civic, central level

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

‘Ek Vote, Teen Sarkar’ (One
Vote, Three Governments)
will be the BJP’s slogan for
the upcoming Delhi Assemb-
ly polls. The party is seeking
to garner the electorate’s
support yet again in the
name of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s ability for go-
vernance to return to power
in the Capital after a gap of
close to three decades.

At public meetings, the
party has already begun pro-
pagating the benefits of wel-
fare schemes that the citi-
zens are likely to get — in a
comparatively shorter pe-
riod of time — if the same
party is in power at the
Centre, the State and muni-
cipal levels of governance
and in-charge of administra-
tion, according to insiders.

With efforts in this regard
scheduled to be stepped up

Manoj Tiwari

over the coming days, the
slogan, according to a party
source, also aims at raking
up the issue of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s “politics of
confrontation” which, party
insiders said it believed, had
paid political dividends to
the Opposition party both
during the civic elections in
2017 and the Lok Sabha elec-
tions earlier this year.

“We are going to tell the

Sisters arrested for theft

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Two sisters have been arrest-
ed for their alleged involve-
ment in cases of theft in
south Delhi, the police said
on Saturday.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said that the women
— Lalita (25) and her younger
sister Damini (22) are from
Madhya Pradesh.

The police said that the
first case was registered on
November 5 at Kotla Muba-
rakpur police station in
which the complainant re-
ported a theft of 50,000 in-
side a bank. The second case
was reported from a temple
in Chhatarpur the same day
in which the complainant
stated that he withdrew
%50,000 after which he went

to the temple and while re-
turning, he found the money
missing. A case was regis-
tered at Mehrauli police
station.

CCTV footage was scruti-
nised and two women were
found moving in a suspicious
manner. The suspects were
identified and surveillance
was mounted. “A tip-off was
received that the women
were in Pushp Vihar after
which a trap was laid and
they were apprehended,”
Mr. Thakur said, adding that
the stolen money was reco-
vered from them.

During  interrogation,
they allegedly told the police
that they visited cities during
festival and marriage sea-
sons and targeted people in
crowded places.

people of the Capital that
how the push of a single but-
ton in favour of the BJP can
ensure that not just one but
three separate governments
working exclusively for their
benefit can stand by their
side,” Delhi BJP chief Manoj
Tiwari said.

Hits out at CM
“Not only are the benefits of
all the welfare schemes in-
itiated by the BJP-led Centre
being prevented from trick-
ling down by the power-hun-
gry Chief Minister of Delhi,
but also the good work and
policies of the BJP-ruled civic
bodies are also being ren-
dered ineffective by the
same individual. The push of
one button can change all
that for the better,” Mr. Tiwa-
ri added.

The north east Delhi MP
said, in its second term the
Modi government had pro-

vided toilets to 13 crore hous-
es and distributed 10 crore
free gas connections even as
Mr. Kejriwal had “deliberate-
ly obstructed” the Ayush-
man Bharat health scheme
and the PMAY housing
scheme in Delhi because Mr.
Kejriwal, “neither works nor
allows others to work.”

He alleged that civic bo-
dies, for instance, had pur-
chased water sprinklers at a
cost of 130 crore to control
pollution in a move, which
should have been the prero-
gative of the Delhi
government.

“But the Delhi govern-
ment did not release funds
due to the corporations. The
Central government gave
%120 crore to the corpora-
tions to purchase machines
to do away with the garbage
mountains,which will be
done away with shortly,” he
added.

Airline fined 1.3 lakh
over missing luggage

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Forum here
has directed Indigo Airlines
to compensate a complai-
nant by paying over 31.31
lakh after the passenger’s
luggage went missing dur-
ing a flight from Dubai to
Delhi.

The consumer panel also
directed compensation of
an additional amount of
320,000 towards the harass-
ment caused to the complai-
nant apart from the com-
pensation towards the lost
baggage.

The directions came
when the consumer panel

was hearing a plea moved
by Dubai resident Smita
Renwal, who contended
that after reaching Delhi
from Dubai, only one of her
two luggage arrived.

“On reaching the Delhi
Airport she found that one
baggage was untraceable
which she handed over to
the Indigo executives at the
time of check-in. On advice
of the [airline] executives, a
written complaint was given
by the complainant. It is
stated that she visited India
to attend the last rites of her
grandfather,” the consumer
panel observed while noting
the allegations made by the
complainant.

Rickshaw puller murdered
following argument, 1 held

Accused stabbed victim multiple times for using abusive words

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 40-year-old rickshaw pull-
er was allegedly stabbed to
death during an argument in
outer Delhi’s Nangloi area on
Friday night. The accused
has been arrested, the police
said.

DCP (Outer) A. Koan said
that the victim Kanhaiya, a
rickshaw puller hailing from
Rajasthan, was murdered by
Neeraj alias Guthli (22).

The police said

that

around 10.50 p.m., a PCR call
was received at Nangloi pol-
ice station informing that a
person was lying injured and
unconscious in Swarna Park.
The police rushed to the spot
but by then the man was
shifted to Sanjay Gandhi Hos-
pital where he was declared
brought dead.

The police said that a case
under Section 302 (Punish-
ment for murder) of the In-
dian Penal Code was regis-
tered and an investigation

FIR filed in JNU vandalism case

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police on Saturday
registered an FIR in connec-
tion with the defacement of
the pedestal of Swami Vive-
kananda statue located on Ja-
waharlal Nehru University
campus. A senior police of-

ficer said that a case has
been registered under Sec-
tion 3 of the Delhi Preven-
tion of Defacement of Pro-
perty Act. The case has been
lodged two days after the
JNU administration filed a
complaint seeking action
against the accused.

was taken up.

During investigation, it
was revealed that Kanhaiya
was stabbed by Neeraj after
the two had an argument.
“Teams were formed to nab
him and he was arrested. He
is a resident of Swarna Park
area,” the officer said.

During interrogation, Nee-
raj allegedly told the police
that he stabbed the victim
multiple times following an
argument over the victim us-
ing abusive words.
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BIP is fooling residents
of illegal colonies: AAP

Party observes Dhoka Diwas

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Saturday held
‘Dhoka Diwas’ across the
city, protesting against al-
leged frauds done by the
BJP in “fooling” residents
of unauthorised colonies
in the name of registration.

AAP held protests, ral-
lies and jan sabhas across
different parts of the city
and party leaders, includ-
ing Cabinet Ministers, MPs,
MLAs, councillors and vo-
lunteers took part in the
agitation against the BJP,
the party said.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia led the
‘Dhokha Diwas’ protest at
Sangam Vihar, Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh led the
protest at Burari and Cabi-
net Minister Gopal Rai at
Bawana.

“The BJP is following the
footsteps of the Congress
party. Earlier the Congress
cheated the residents of
unauthorised colonies by
distributing  provisional
certificate in the name of

DELHI TODAY

Talk: An evening of Bengali humorous
short stories written by Shibram
Chakraborty, Sanjib Chattopadhyay,
Baidyanath Mukhopadhyay, will be
presented by Sampa Das, Sukhanshu
Chatterjee and Ashim Ranjan Chakra-
barty at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat
Centre (IHC), 7 p.m.

Dance: Bharatnatyam Arengetram of
Anoushka Chowdhry and Jeetu, both
disciples of Guru Rashmi Khanna at
Triveni Kala Sangam, 205 Tansen
Marg, 6.30 p.m.

Music: IHC Morning Ragas will fea-
ture a sarangi concert by Ustad Moi-

registration. Now, the BJP
is doing the same kind of
fraud by initiating an on-
line registration process. If
the BJP is really willing to
regularise the unauthor-
ised colonies in the Capital
then they should imme-
diately start proper regis-
tration process and stop
this gimmick of online re-
gistration,” said Mr. Rai.

“Today, in this Dhokha
Diwas, we are reaching out
to the people of unauthor-
ised colonies and exposing
the lies of the BJP. We do
not want the residents of
unauthorised colonies to
be cheated again by the
BJP,” said Mr. Sisodia.

“The Aam Aadmi Party
is working for the develop-
ment of the residents of
unauthorised colonies
from the time it came to
power. Projects worth
nearly 36,000 crore, which
include laying water pipe-
lines, sewage lines, build-
ing of roads, and other de-
velopment works are going
on at the colonies,” he ad-
ded.

nuddin Khan from the Jaipur Gharana.
Accompanied by Momin Khan on the
sarangi and Ustad Amram Khan on the
tabla at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat
Centre (IHC), 10.30 a.m.

Music: Carnatic Music - Vocal and in-
strumental by various young talents at
C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, India In-
ternational Centre (11C), 10 a.m.
Screening:  “Enchanted Mamal-
lapuram”, an English documentary
film will be screened at Gulmohar Hall,
India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m.
(Mail your listings for this column at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

‘Burning fields: farmers say they are helpless

Despite a Supreme Court order against stubble burning, paddy growers are continuing with the practice in Punjab.
They say they are aware of the consequences but do not have any other viable option

NIKHIL M BABU
BARNALA (PUNJAB)

On a November morning,
Charanjeet Singh, a 64-year-
old farmer in Pakhoke village
in Punjab’s Barnala district,
was sitting outside his house
reading a Punjabi newspaper
when he noticed something
startling: his name had ap-
peared in an article along
with three other villagers in a
list of FIRs filed by the police
for a “crime” that has be-
come rampant across Punjab
at this time of the year —
stubble burning.

Behind the house, wheat
had already been sown in
parts of the 24 acres of his
charred field.

“Nahi jalana chahiye, par
kya karen, aur koi hal Nahi
hai. Majboori hai (The stub-
ble should not be burnt, but
what else can we do, there is
no other solution. I am help-
less),” the sexagenarian said
sitting on a cot. Mr. Charan-
jeet is a fourth-generation
farmer growing paddy in his
fields.

And he is not alone.

Across Barnala, more than
two dozen farmers whom
The Hindu met gave the
same reason why they burn
paddy stubble: “Majboori”.
Any other method to dispose
of the crop residue would
cost the farmers thousands
of rupees per acre in the
form of labour, rent and ma-
chines and transport cost. A
1 matchbox is the most eco-
nomical solution for them to
prepare their field for the
next crop.

At least 10 million metric
tons of the 20 million metric
tons of paddy stubble gener-
ated in Punjab every year is
burnt by farmers, according
to the State government.

Wind movement
The north-westerly wind car-
ries the smoke from the stub-
ble burnt in Punjab and Ha-
ryana to Delhi, contributing
to the city’s air pollution in a
range between 0% and 53%
(in the last two years), as per
the central government-run
monitoring agency SAFAR
(System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research).

The issue has become pol-

Pollution check:
Vice-Chairman
of DDA inspects
projects

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

In a bid to curb pollution
levels in the Capital, Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) Vice-Chairman Ta-
run Kapoor on Saturday
inspected DDA projects
and other infrastructure
in Dwarka.

“During the visit, the
officials were directed to
take steps, including
clearing debris lying on
the streets, clearing con-
struction and demolition
waste and prevention of
dust generation,” read a
statement issued by the
Delhi Development
Authority.

Officials were also di-
rected to ensure that un-
derconstruction sites
were covered and water
sprinklers were used to
prevent spread of dust.

Govt. harassing people
through odd-even: BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Saturday
accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government of
subjecting the Capital’s citi-
zens to harassment through
the enforcement of the odd-
even scheme.

BJP Rajya Sabha MP Vijay
Goel has announced that he
will stage a sit-in against the
extension of the scheme, at
Jantar Mantar on Sunday.
He said that Delhiites were
badly suffering due to in-
creasing in pollution, which
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-

 gr———

Up in smoke: A farmer burns paddy stubble in Barnala district, Punjab. =sHiv kumAR PUSHPAKAR

itical over the years with the
AAP government in Delhi
blaming the Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh govern-
ments for the pollution the
city faces and the central go-
vernment also getting in-
volved in the blame game.

The number of stubble
fires in Punjab fields bet-
ween September 23 and Oc-
tober 13 has grown from
44,845 in 2018 to 48,689 this
year — arise 8.5%, according
to the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board. On the other
hand, the number of fire
counts in Haryana in the
same period has reduced by
about 20%.

Most farmers said they
came to know from televi-
sion and newspapers reports
that stubble burning contri-
buted to pollution in Delhi,
but they did not have any
other option.

Attempts to stop burning
Punjab was traditionally not
a rice-growing State. Earlier,
it used to grow maize and
cotton among other crops in
May-June and wheat in Oc-
tober-November.

“In the 1960s, the govern-
ment pushed the farmers to
grow rice as India had to feed
millions of people,” said De-
vinder Sharma, an agricultu-
ral expert.

Unlike in south India, the
farmers in Punjab do not
prefer to give paddy stubble

as fodder to cattle (they feed
them wheat stubble) and
thus disposing of the residue
becomes a problem, said ex-
perts.

In the 1980s, the farmers
started using combine har-
vesters to cut paddy and it
left longer stubble, about 50-
60 cm long, in the fields,
compared to cutting by
hand, which left behind 5-10
cm long residue. The longer
stubble led to increase in
burning of stubble.

The government has start-
ed providing different ma-
chines to treat the stubble at
50% subsidy to individual
farmers and 80% subsidy to
farmers’ groups.

The Supreme Court on
November 4 termed the air
pollution in Delhi-NCR
“worse than Emergency”
and directed the govern-
ments of Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh to imme-
diately stop the farmers from
burning the stubble.

However, a week later,
The Hindu spotted dozens of
burning fields in Barnala,
Punjab. Following the Su-
preme Court order, the Pun-
jab government has decided
to pay 32,500 per acre to all
small and marginal farmers
who did not burn their stub-
ble. But the process will take
time. Two other Supreme
Court directives to the go-
vernments — to collect stub-
ble and give machines free of

cost to small and marginal
farmers — are yet to kick off.

On November 13, as Mr.
Charanjeet talked outside his
house in Punjab, the air pol-
lution levels breached the
‘severe’ category in Delhi,
forcing the authorities to
shut all schools in the city for
the next two days.

‘Unhappy’ seeder

Mr. Charanjeet said that he
has been burning the stubble
for the last 35 years, except
for 2018 when bought a
‘Happy Seeder’ at a subsi-
dised rate of 1.6 lakh.

The Happy Seeder is one
of the machines the govern-
ment has been pushing as a
solution to stubble burning.
It can be attached to a tractor
and can sow the wheat seed
with the paddy stubble still
standing in the field.

Last year, after harvesting,
Mr. Charanjeet used another
machine, ‘straw chopper’, to
cut the standing stubble into
small pieces and evenly dis-
tribute it on the field. He
then sowed the wheat using
‘Happy Seeder’.

“The crop germination
did not happen properly and
the layer of stubble caused
pest infection. I suffered a
loss of about 2 lakh last
year,” Mr. Charanjeet said,
adding, “so, I set the field on
fire this year”. On November
14 afternoon, on a side of
Barnala Road, Gurcharan

Not the time to do politics, must
work together to tackle pollution’

Kejriwal replies to Javadekar’s tweet demanding apology

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal took to Twitter on Satur-
day to appeal to Union Envi-
ronment Minister Prakash
Javadekar to work together
to find a solution to the pro-
blem of air pollution.

Responding to one of the
Union Minister’s tweets de-
manding an apology from
Mr. Kejriwal for supporting
the ‘chowkidaar chor hat’
slogan against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during
the Lok Sabha elections, the
Delhi Chief Minister said it
was not the time to indulge
in politicking but to tackle
pollution.

Mr. Javadekar’s tweet
came in the wake of the Su-
preme Court rejecting peti-
tions seeking a review of its
judgment on the Rafale

wal had “completely failed”
to control.

He added that even the
Supreme Court had termed
the scheme “a flop.”

Expressing concern over
increasing pollution in the
city, Mr. Goel claimed that
the Supreme Court had “re-
primanded” the Kejriwal-
led government and pointed
out that the odd-even
scheme was “not a proper
solution for controlling
pollution”.

The third edition of the
scheme was in place from
November 4 to 15.

Air quality of Delhi-NCR
Delhi Gurugram
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fighter aircraft deal. “@Ar-
vindKejriwal those who sup-
ported the slogan ‘chowki-
dar chor hai’ should also
apologise,” Mr. Javadekar
tweeted.

Responding to the Union
Environment Minister, Mr.
Kejriwal, in Hindi, tweeted,
“Sir, this is not the time to do
politics but to curb pollution
together. All governments
should work together to pro-
vide relief to the people. The
Delhi government and the

people of Delhi are doing
everything they can do to
curb pollution. We need
your support, sir.”

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP
chief Manoj Tiwari led a de-
monstration against the “ob-
jectionable comments and
propaganda” by Mr. Kejriwal
against Mr. Modi at the Hindi
Bhawan.

“The decision of the Su-
preme Court has proved that
Rahul Gandhi and Kejriwal
indulged in propaganda
against our Prime Minister
and due to this every citizen
of Delhi feels insulted. In or-
der to cover up his failures,
the Chief Minister has used
objectionable words again
and again against the Prime
Minister and hence he must
apologise to the people of
the country and Delhi,” Mr.
Tiwari alleged.

Singh, 43, and his two sons
were setting fire to paddy
stubble in parts of their 50-
acre field. He said he too had
tried Happy Seeder, but
wasn’t happy with the ma-
chine at all.

“We have another 30-acre
field where we sowed wheat
using Happy Seeder amid the
paddy straws which were
about 50-cm-long. The pro-
duce was less by about two
quintal per acre,” he said.
“Also, I couldn’t use the stub-
ble from wheat for cattle as
the paddy straw got mixed
with it,” he added.

While many of the bigger
farmers, who used the ma-
chines, faced problems,
smaller famers said they
could not afford the ma-
chines and their running
cost.

Solutions at hand

In Mehal Kalan village, the
farmers said that the govern-
ment’s decision to give
32,500 for not burning stub-
ble was announced through
loudspeakers at the local
gurdwara.

Pointing to a field that was
on fire, Avtar Singh, 55, who
owns a one-acre land, said:
“The decision [incentive]
came very late. Almost 90%
of the farmers have already
burnt the stubble in their
fields.” “Since everyone else
has burnt the stubble, the
few who are left are not go-
ing to take care of the residue
by spending their own mo-
ney,” he added.

Barnala District Commis-
sioner Tej Partap Singh
Phoolka admitted that stub-
ble burning was happening
in the district but said it was
less than last year as many
farmers had adopted diffe-
rent techniques.

“We have filed 73 FIRs and
have issued 539 challans, but
the farmers’ associations are
really strong here and they
have announced a dharna
here tomorrow [November
15],” he said.

He said the 32,500 incen-
tive announced by the go-
vernment will go a long way
in stopping stubble burning.
“Next year, I feel, the burn-
ing of stubble will come
down by about 80%,” he

said.

“The farmer will have to
fill up a form after harvest,
declaring that he has not
burnt the stubble. Then
there will be an inspection
by the Revenue Department.
After that the form will go to
the registrar of cooperative
society and the money will
be deposited in the farmer’s
bank account,” he said.

“The farmers can get the
money immediately or it
may take up to two months,”
Mr. Phoolka said.

Monetary incentive

“We have been requesting
the Central government for
the last five years to provide
100 per quintal [of rice] to
all farmers, small and big, if
they do not burn the stubble.
But they have not accepted
it. We are also asking them to
take the burden of rice from
Punjab and procure maize
instead at a fixed price,” Pun-
jab Agriculture Secretary Ka-
han Singh Pannu told The
Hindu.

“A combination of these
two is the only solution to
prevent stubble burning.
How many people can we
put behind the bars,” he
asked.

The farmers said that they
can treat the stubble in situ
by using a combination of
different machines if they get
the incentive from the go-
vernment. “We have the idea
[how to treat stubble in situ],
but we do not have the mo-
ney,” said Mr. Charanjeet.

Asked if he is convinced
that the government would
pay the farmers, he shook
his head and said: “Kuch Na-
hi hoga. Sarkar kuch Nahi
karegi (Nothing will happen.
The government is not going
to do anything).”

Most farmers across Bar-
nala said they were not sure
if the government would ac-
tually pay the money.

Mr. Avtar Singh of Mehal
Kalan said that if the govern-
ment goes back on its pro-
mise, it will only worsen the
situation. “Now that the go-
vernment has made the pro-
mise, if it and does not pay
the farmers, they will never
believe the government and
the burning will go on.”

Work on at BJP HQ
despite ban, says AAP

“This shows party’s concern for pollution’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Saturday criticised the BJP
over “ongoing construction”
at its headquarters in Delhi
despite a Supreme Court ban
on all such projects due to
high level of air pollution.

“BJP headquarters con-
struction on full swing in the
heart of Delhi while SC has
banned all construction ac-
tivity across NCR till further
orders. Hippocrates!! [sic.]”
AAP chief spokesperson Sau-
rabh Bharawaj tweeted.

AAP Minister Imran Hus-
sain also attacked the BJP ov-
er the issue.

“Construction is the fifth
largest source of air pollution
in Delhi. The BJP displays its
efforts and concerns for air
pollution in Delhi yet again.
Construction of BJP HQ in

O BJP headquarters

construction on full
swing in the heart of
Delhi while SC has
banned all
construction
activity across NCR
till further orders.
Hippocrates!! [sic.]

SAURABH BHARAWAJ
AAP chief spokesperson

full swing despite SC’s ban,”
Mr. Hussain said.

AAP MP Sanjay Singh
questioned whether the BJP
was “above the Supreme
Court”. “If the SC has taken
the problem of pollution se-
riously and stopped all con-
struction work, then how is
construction work going on
in the BJP office? Has the BJP
pledged to increase pollution
in Delhi?” asked Mr. Singh.

NGT warns of action against chiefs of pollution boards

Green panel pulls up authorities for not curbing pollution in industrial clusters

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has pulled up
authorities for not comply-
ing with directions to curb
pollution in industrial clus-
ters, and warned of action
against senior officials of
respective State Pollution
Control Boards.

Taking note of a report
furnished by the Central
Pollution Control Board, the
Bench said: “The status re-
port does not refer to com-
pliance of directions for en-
forcement of [relevant
environmental norms] by

prohibiting operation of
polluting activities and as-
sessing and recovering com-
pensation on “polluter
pays” principle, including
interim compensation.”
While observing that in-
action on the part of author-
ities is “at the cost of Rule of
Law”, the Bench added that
accountability for com-
pliance of orders needs to
be fixed. “On default, the
Tribunal will have no option
except to proceed against
the chairmen and member
secretaries of the State Pol-
lution Control Boards and
pollution control commit-

tees, by way of coercive ac-
tion. Such action may in-
clude replacement of
persons heading such PCBs/
PCCs or directions for stop-
ping their salaries till mea-
ningful action for com-
pliance of order of this
tribunal,” the Bench said.

Consolidated report
The green panel has also di-
rected the apex pollution
control body to furnish a
consolidated report on the
action taken reports provid-
ed by all the States.

“The CPCB may also re-
vise its mechanism for ex-

pansion and new activities
by red and orange category
of industries in critically or
severely polluted areas con-
sistent with the spirit of the
earlier orders of this tribu-
nal and principles of envi-
ronmental law to bring
down the pollution load and
ensure that activities do not
further add to such load,”
the Bench said.

The directions came
when the green panel was
hearing a matter pertaining
to remedial action to be ta-
ken for curbing pollution in
already identified polluted
industrial clusters.

A ND-NDE
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Rajasthan urban local body
polls peaceful, 72% turnout

Stray incidents of violence reported from Bharatpur, Banswara, Bhiwadi, Beawar

Three killed as
boiler explodes
in Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MOTIHARI (BIHAR)

Three persons were killed
and as many injured after
the boiler of a plant ex-
ploded in Bihar’s East
Champaran district on Sa-
turday, police said.

The incident took place
when the boiler of the
plant of an NGO at Bangra
Nagar panchayat area ex-
ploded while workers were
preparing mid-day meal to
be supplied to schools, Su-
gauli Police Station SHO
Rohit Kumar said.

Sugauli Circle Officer
Gyan Prakash said the NGO
was engaged in supplying
mid-day meal in govern-
ment schools, after prepar-
ing the food at its central-
ised plant. The injured
have been admitted to the
local primary health
centre, Mr. Prakash said,
adding one of them was la-
ter referred to Patna Medi-
cal College and Hospital.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Nearly 72% voters exercised
their franchise in the elec-
tions to 49 municipal bodies
in Rajasthan on Saturday,
with a maximum of 91.67%
turnout in Nasirabad munici-
pality of Ajmer district.

Polling took place peace-
fully, barring stray incidents
of violence which left a few
persons injured.

An inebriated person
damaged an EVM in Churu,
after which the apparatus
was replaced.

The voter turnout touched
80% at some places in 24 dis-
tricts where the polling was
held. A total of 7,944 candi-
dates were in the fray for
election of 2,100 ward coun-
cillors. Over 33 lakh voters
were eligible for exercising
their franchise, for which

Physically challenged persons show their voter ID cards at a
polling station in Pushkar on Saturday. =1

3,479 polling booths were set
up across the State.

The results will be de-
clared after counting of votes
on November 19, while the
election for chairpersons
and deputy chairpersons of
the urban local bodies will be
held on November 26 and 27,

respectively.

Chief Electoral Officer
Shyam Singh Rajpurohit said
the supervisors were given
the responsibility to look af-
ter the law and order at their
allotted centres. However,
the Congress and the BJP
workers clashed with each
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Stranded truck drivers cooking meals along the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, which remained closed due to landslides, in

Ramban on Saturday. =e1i

BJP, AJSU candidates pitted
against each other in Jharkhand

Of the 19 AJSU Party picks, 15 will be clashing with BJP leaders

Farmers
clash with
U.P. police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNNAO (U.P.)

Farmers, demanding bet-
ter compensation for their
land acquired for a resi-
dential project here,
clashed with the police on
Saturday when govern-
ment officials visited the
site to clear
encroachment.

Several injured

Several farmers were in-
jured as police lathi-
charged the protesters,
used tear gas and water
cannons. Many police-
men, including the Addi-
tional SP, were also injured
as the protesters threw
stones at them, District
Magistrate Devendra Ku-
mar Pandey said.

The farmers are de-
manding better compensa-
tion for their land acquired
for the Trans-Ganga City
project, an upcoming
township near Kanpur.

Mr. Pandey, however,
said the farmers have been
adequately compensated.

“There is a faction of an-
ti-social elements who are
misleading the farmers
and others for their selfish
motives, despite the fact
that their grievances have
already been resolved,” he
said.

Two arrested
Those who threw stones
are mostly anti-social ele-
ments, Mr. Pandey said,
adding that two people
have been arrested in con-
nection with the incident.
Local BJP MLA Pankaj
Gupta, who went to the
spot on coming to know of
the clash, asked officials to
resolve the matter.

CcM
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI

After its NDA ally, the All

Jharkhand Students’ Union

or the AJSU Party an-
nounced its candidate
against BJP Minister Amar
Kumar Bauri from Chandan-
kiyari, the BJP on Saturday
hit back with its nominee on
a seat from where the AJSU
Party Minister is in the fray.

Fourth list

In its fourth list of three can-
didates announced on Satur-
day, a copy of which was re-
leased to the media, the BJP
nominated Mochiram Bauri
from Jugsalai (SC) seat
against AJSU leader Ram
Chandra Sahis, who is the
Water Resources Minister in
the State.

The other two names of
the BJP in the fourth list are
Sudhir Sundi (Jaganthapur-
ST) and Reeta Devi Munda
(Tamar-ST), taking the par-
ty’s total contestants to 72
for the five-phase polls to
the 81-member Jharkhand
Assembly.

The AJSU Party, headed
by Sudesh Mahto, has alrea-
dy announced 19 candi-
dates, 15 of whom will be
clashing with the BJP contes-
tants along with others.

The 15 constituencies
where the AJSU and the BJP
candidates will be pitted
against each other along
with rest of the nominees in-
clude Chandankiyari, where
Mr. Mahto’s party has field-
ed former Minister Uma
Kant Razzak against Mr.
Bauri.

The elections are sche-
duled between November
30 and December 20 in

Jharkhand and counting will

y

AJSU Party chief Sudesh Mahto with former Ranchi Congress

president Pradeep Balmuchuu in Ranchi. =fiLe pHoTO

JD(U) names 12 more candidates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI

The Janata Dal (United) on
Saturday announced its se-
cond list of 12 candidates in-
cluding the party’s Jhark-
hand unit president Salkhan
Murmu and a son of former
Congress leader Bagun
Sumbarui.

Mr. Murmu has been field-
ed from Majhgaon (ST) while
Vimal Kumar Sumbarui has
been nominated from Chai-
basa (ST). Mr. Sumbarui is a
son of former Bihar Minister
and Congress leader Bagun

take place on December 23.

Ruling NDA allies — BJP
and AJSU Party — who have
been part of all the govern-
ments of the coalition in
Jharkhand since it was
carved out of Bihar in 2000
have not achieved seat-shar-

Sumbarui, who died last
year.

The senior Sumbarui had
also been a member of the
Lok Sabha between 1977 and
1989 and 2004 and 2009. He
represented the Lower
House from Singhbhum (ST).

The other 10 candidates of
the JD(U) are new faces.

The JD(U) headed by Bi-
har Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, which is contesting the
Assembly elections on its
own, has so far announced
candidates for 25 of the total
81 seats.

ing agreement so far despite
several rounds of talks bet-
ween the leaders of the two
parties at different levels.
The BJP has named 72
candidates so far and only
nine seats are left out of the
total 81 Assembly segments.

other in Bharatpur, Banswa-
ra, Bhiwadi and Beawar.

Four injured

Four persons were injured in
the fight with lathi and
stones between two rival
groups of party workers in
Bharatpur. Tension prevailed
in Jhunjhunu after allega-
tions of bogus voting, while
the police dispersed two
groups hurling stones at each
other in Sikar.

Energy Minister B.D. Kalla
cast his vote in Bikaner,
while Tourism Minister Vish-
vendra Singh exercised his
franchise in Bharatpur and
Minister of State for Techni-
cal Education Subhash Garg
in Bharatpur. The Leader of
the Opposition in the State
Assembly, Gulab Chand Kata-
ria, cast his vote in Udaipur.

(With inputs from PTI)

AIMPLB meets
Muslim parties

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board on Satur-
day held a brainstorming
session here with diffe-
rent Muslim parties over
the Supreme Court ver-
dict in the Ayodhya case,
ahead of a crucial meeting
to decide whether to go
for a review of the top
court’s judgment.

The  parties met
AIMPLB general secretary
Maulana Wali Rahmani
and apprised him of the
Ayodhya issue, said Board
secretary Zafaryab Jilani.

They said that the Su-
preme Court decision is
“not  understandable”
and so there is a need to
go for a review, Mr. Jilani
said.

UP.CM seeks report on Minister
threatening police officer

Opposition parties attack Adityanath govt. over audio clip

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
¢ Yogi Adityanath on Saturday
. asked for an inquiry report

on a purported audio clip in

¢ which State Minister Swati

Singh allegedly threatened a

police officer here.

“A report in this connec-

¢ tion has been sought from
¢ the SSP, Lucknow, and will
¢ be submitted to the Chief Mi-
. nister at the earliest,” State

DGP O.P. Singh said.
In the audio clip that sur-

faced on social media, the

Minister can be heard ques-

tioning Lucknow Cantt. Cir-

cle Officer Binu Singh about
an FIR filed against Ansal De-
velopers and expressing dis-
pleasure over it.

Zero tolerance?

The Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Samajwadi Party
and the Congress, have at-
tacked the Adityanath go-
vernment over the clip,
questioning its claim of zero
tolerance on corruption.

In the audio clip, Ms.
Singh can be heard telling
the CO that a ‘fake case’ had
been filed and that there
were orders from the ‘high-
er-ups’ that no case will be

registered against the An-
sals. She is also apparently
saying that the case in ques-
tion is a high-profile one and
that the Chief Minister is
aware of it. She is heard ask-
ing the CO to ‘sit with her’
and resolve the matter if she
wanted to continue working.

The Samajwadi Party, in a
tweet, said: “The matter is
high profile and is under the
cognizance of the Chief Mi-
nister. What inquiry will you
do? ‘Come and sit down’ is
this the zero tolerance for
corruption which the Chief
Minister is not tired of speak-
ing about? Shame!.”
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860 SKODA in good running condi-
tion with complete accessories con-
tact 9952048853 / 9444028265

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that SUMAN
KAUR D/o KALYAN SINGH R/o S-1/138,
3RD FLOOR, OLD MAHAVIR NAGAR,
TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110018 OF
AFGHANISTAN is applying to the
Secretary to the Government of India in the
Ministry of Home Affairs for Naturalization
and that any person who knows any
reason why Naturalization should not be
granted should send a written signed
statement of the facts to the said Secretary.
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011- 27658013,

629, Ground Floor, Main Road,

BUSINESS OFFER

v/ MEDICAL DEVICE mfg.co. Requires
state/district head marketing coor-
dinators/freelancers/stockist on
Business Model Basis at pan India
for its unique product "ERECTOR".
CONTACT:8700989936, careerector@
gmail.com, www.erectorcare.com

FINANCE

MULTIPURPOSE LOAN available Above
10 Cr @ 4.5% to 7% P.a. No Prepay-
ment Email: amrinventures @
gmail.com Contact: 89251 40795

FINANCE AGAINST  Properties,
Cheques & abroad projects. Ph-
09840024113

Big loan for NPA properties project
Agent welcome 8882591494

R
A AN
GENERAL

Simce 1964

IS
PUSHPAM
GROUP
Manufactures of Ponvandu / 707 Brands
Requires for the Soaps &
Detergent Factory

Lahoratory Chemists QC/R&D-4 Nos

M.Sc Chem Exp 5 to 7yrs in Soaps &
Detergents. Location: Chennai & Pondy
Sales Co-Ordinator
B.Sc., B.Com & BBA with Tally -
Exp: 4-5yrs. Location: Chennai
Supervisors - 6 Nos
Production / Packing / Stores
B.Sc & B.Com with Tally-Exp: 4-5yrs
Location: Pondy
Send CV to:
career.pushpam@gmail.com
Mob:+91-93802-46477

OVERSEAS

SINGAPORE BASED Co in CHINA wanted
QC / CNC Machinist / Refrigeration
Technician / Accountant Send CV to
rameshprm@gmail.com 9840242929

PERSONAL

LOST & FOUND

| (INDIRA) have lost my 10th CBSE
Marksheet of the year 2012, Roll
No: 8727006.if found please con-
tact: 8076235251.

Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09

7042772062/63

REUNION IAS
IAS V.K.TRIPATHI Pcs

NOV.
2019
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POLITY (PT)

B-11,1st FLOOR, IN FRONT OF MEERUT SWEETS, MUKHERJEE NAGAR DELHI-9

11:3100 AM
2:00 PIM

99994216959-58

NEXT IAS

BIG LEARNINGS MADE EASY

AN INITIATIVE OF MADE ERSY GROUP

MATHEMATICS

OPTIONAL FOUNDATION FOR CSE 2020

4s Maneesh Sir
Batches from 18" Nov’19 | 30

PHILOSOPHY

OPTIONAL FOUNDATION FOR CSE 2020

4y Dharmendra Sir
Batches from 20" Nov’19 | %30

NEXT IAS : Ground Floor 6, Old Rajinder Nagar
(Near Salwan School Gate No. 2) New Delhi - 60

8800338066, 011-49858612 |

www.nextias.com

ATTENTION DOCTORS-1 Day ECHO/ABD
USG Course.Chennai-08610347884
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IAS 53T
SPECIAL BATCH
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|
18 nov. 10 am

(™ > ASHIRWAD SIR

ONLINE

CURRENT AFFAIRS
=)
- ASHIRWAD SIR

‘A-4041, 302 TOP FLOOR. ANSAL BUILDING, DR. MUKHERJEE NAGAR. DELHI-09

ENQUIRY : 011-41060374 9871210825

VACANCIES

Required Faculty in a Civil Service
Coaching Institute based in Guwahati.
Sub - Political Science and Econo-
mics. Salary - 20-25K+ Accomodation.
Contact Number - 8638933939

CM
K

f

GENERAL

PRIME OOTY Land (1acre) for Sale
Contact- 7708061665.

JOINT DEVELOPMENT

JV OR Partner invited for 1 acre
close to GST Tamabaram under
convertion.Open to as is sale.
Balavr@gmail.com 1-203-526-1033
whatsapp

SELLING
GENERAL

SALE FULL / Part 3 Acres land with 9
New cottages Opp waterfalls nr Coo-
noor. Suits for Resort, Corporate Holi-
day Home, Ayurveda Spa, Club.
9844064147

RESIDENTIAL HOUSE

INDEPENDENT OLD House 8400 sft for
sale Pallavaram Chennai 3 gr excl
passage 9Cr neg 9940080662

RENTAL
COMMERCIAL

45000 SQFT School Building For
Rent In  Kelambakam, Chennai
967707868. Unique Realty

MATRIMONIAL
BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

INDEX OF

MATRIMONIAL

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED
BRIDES WANTED
BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED

Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

CASTE NO BAR Hindu 29 169cms li-
ves in Delhi LLB LLM Asst Professor
father IAS officer looking for well edu-
cated match mimal7 @yahoo.co.in

CSI NADAR Very Fair Slim 38/150,
Asst Prof (Permanent UGC) rep col-
lege affluent family under preven-
tive epileptic  medication  seeks
well educated well settled groom
from  similar  background.  Ph:
6382899907 Email 1970nmr@ gmail.com

271159, SLIM, fair, good looking girl
(Viswakarma GS), Bharani, born and
brought up in Dubai, working in Dubai,
educated in UK, inviting professionally
qualified UK or US educated boys on-
ly. Caste no bar. NRI preferred. Conta-
ct: 8943432057

TAMIL HINDU Girl 32/153 Employed
leading Delhi Law firm handsome sala-
ry seeks only Delhi Mumbai based

gqually placed OBC Groom from any
tate.

Thirty Year Old Brahmin Doctor Di-
vorcee after unconsummated marriage
seeks suitable Groom of any Brahmin
subcaste. Contact 9600736579

1.R.S OFFICER 30/163 Hindu Mudaliar
Asst. Commr (Customs & CE) Chennai
1Lpm seeks similar Employed Groom.
CNB.9840136141/dskflats @gmail.com

PARENTS OF Hindu Ganiga Girl
MBBS, MS (Bharani 29/158), seeks al-
liance from Professionally qlfd & well
settled groom. Ct: 9845216199

CHENNAI SETTLED 23/165 Makayiram
B.E SW Engineer F-Thiyya M-Nair,

Parents  Govt.  employed.  Ct:
9444219914 after 6.30pm/
anand_9896 @yahoo.com

VISWAKARMA MOOLAM 26/160cm Fair
BDS, Working, Good family, CNB .
Seeks  Sutable  Groom.  Ct:
9840513502

US CITIZEN Nair girl 45 Pooyam
Asst.Professor Chicago, seeks alliance
from US settled boys caste, language
nobar. Ct: 9895824803.

EZHAVA,30, ASWATHY Nakshatra,MBA,
Settled  Palakkad-Kerala,wrking in
Bangalore,Look'n  Malayali ~ Groom
wrking/settled at Bangalore.
8547519633

GROOM WANTED

Hindu SC Girl 31/156, Rohini,
Kerala Doctor, Dermatologist
MBBS, MD, DVL, DNB seeks
suitable alliance from well
qualified and highly placed
bridegrooms. Caste no bar.

9446760737
aqua3862002@gmail.com

ODIYA 36 fair slim gilM.A.
English M.A.MassComm MBA,Senior Ed-
itor in an MNC,(from a reputed

Odiya family,looking for a well ed- 9

ucated and established boy prefer-
ably settled in Blr. Ct:9741027755

B’FUL FAIR, 31/151 graduate NIFT
Blre, with  hospitality  degree
from aust. working as a chef.
09443143470 geetanarula12@gmail.com

CSI PROTESTENT 25/165/ BE/ MNC
60000/ Chennai/ Very fair/ Slim,
seeks well qualified boy. Ct:
6379397599

BORNAGAIN CSI Christian Never Mar-
ried 49, P.G, Dip.N&D, Seek Groom.
mail: fisharmy @ gmail.com /
9486947792

1986 born rich and affluent lyer girl,
US Educated employed in Microsoft
Minneapolis seeks suitable lyer/ lyen-
gar. with similar background, age
difference 1 to 2 years only. Others
excuse. Contact: 94430 58074
vsmk50 @gmail.com

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT working as Fi-
nancial Manager in Chennai/ 25yrs/
Vellore ~ Mudaliar/  161cm/Miru-
gashirisham/Mithuna ~ Rasi.  Seeks
Professionals below 30 yrs from
Same Community/ Subsection no bar.
Ct: 9500075415

HINDU SAIVAPILLAI Age 27 BE 157cm
Fair Employed Chennai MNC Seeking
groom from decent PureVeg Employed-
Chennai Resident. Age within 30yrs
pazhamalai57 @gmail.com 7358374699

33 /158CM Divorcee Veg Hindu Ra-
jput Hastam MBA Self Emp No Issues
Seeks Well Emp Groom CNB
Ct:9443521762

HINDU SC-AD 32/157 Barani,Mesham
BE,Sr.SWE,Tcs,85000/pm seek Same
Caste Educated Groom. 99521 47216

Mudaliar Ag, Revathi 06.05.86/ACS,
M.Com/CA Final,WorkingCh,SubCaOk
9940354248/ vijayakptm @ gmail.com

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Govt Doctor,working Govt Hospi-
tal seeks suitable Groom. 9443680973

VANNIAR, 35 B.E, M.Tech, SWE seeks
a suitable good family groom.
9003110229 / 9789992524

HINDU NADAR Poosam Kadagam 22/
158, Fair, B.Tech seeks Well Educated
Employd/BusinessGroom.9840942228

HINDU MARAVER 27 B.com 15,000 Thu-
lam Chithirai,Seeks Suitable
Groom. 8104659140 / 9841274275 /
9443507834

THEVAR 22/167 BA B.Ed Hastham
Wheatish seeks well educated empld
groom. caste Religion no bar.
9941301230

HINDU NADAR B.E / 155cm/ Age 29/
HR / 55,000 - 60,000 P/m / KA.
Raman Nadar what's App 9380791999

NAIDU 34 Pooradam divorcee gradua-
te unemployed seek alliance cell:
9751915023 email:
sundarsti1955@yahoo.co.in

YADAV BRIDE 39 B.Sc Smart Kilpauk
chennai, 1st marriage seeking suit-
ble groom. 7338964190

Kettai Viruchigam 31/160 M.D.Sidda
Divorcee F-SC Adidravidar M-Brahmin
seeks Groom below 35. 9176141189

SAIVA VELALA Pillai Vegeterian 38/
162 BE Divorcee seeks Any Degree
Well Employed Groom below 43yrs
Contact: 94444 73129 /044- 25507181
Email: muthuvel4354 @ gmail.com

HINDU  /VAITHIYAR  /Maruthuvar
Anusham 29yr 160cm Fair CA MNC
Rs.13 LPA CNB Contact: 7358225830

HINDU SC(AD) Girl 32, 5Ft B.
Com,MBA. Middle Class. Problem in
Conceiving Child. Broad Minded/Pro-
ressive Thinking Bridegroom. Ct:
9003207421

DKV SC, Pallan, 33/165, M.D.Doctor
Divorcee seeks professionally qualified
Groom. Ct: 9943469215/ 9943730849

HINDU NADAR, Educated Affluent
family, Chithirai 25/153, Fair, BE
(SSN) Software Engineering, Tuticorin
District, Drives Car.Ct:9442279995

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

community. Contact: 9380019628

Contact: 7871502020

Contact: 9360204567

9381823520

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 35, 173 cms, Businessman, BE, Masters in
Industrial Management. Lives in Chennai. Father is a
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking for
a likeminded and well educated match from the same

BRAHMIN, 35, 180 cms, Researcher, Ph.D. Lives in
Netherlands. Father is a Professional. Family is
financially well off. Looking for a likeminded and well
educated match from any community in India/Abroad.

BRAHMIN, 31, 175 cms, Management Professional,
B.Tech, MBA. Lives in Mumbai. Father is a Professional.
Family is financially well off. Looking for a likeminded
and well educated match from the same community.

INTER CASTE/CASTE NO BAR, 27, 188 cms,
Consultant, MBA from LSE. Lives in Chennai. Father is
a Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking
for a likeminded match from any mother tongue and
any community. Contact: 9381823520

NAIDU, 29, 173 cms, BE, Operation Engineer, MBA.
Lives in Chennai. Father is a Businessman. Family is
financially well off. Looking for a likeminded and well
settled match from any community. Contact:

From BharatMatrimony

9360204567

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 26, 173 cms, Doctor, MBBS, MD. Lives in
Chennai. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially
well off. Looking for a likeminded and well edcuated
match from any Brahmin community. Contact:

BRAHMIN, 24, 165 cms, Practising Law at London.
Family Lives in Chennai. Parents are professionals.
Family is financially well off. Looking for a likeminded
and well educated match from the same community.
Contact: 9360655558

CHETTIAR, 26,
Chennai. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially
well off. Looking for a likeminded and well educated
match from any community. Contact: 9360204567

SENGUNTHA MUDALIYAR, 24, 168 cms, Software
Professional, BE. Lives in Vellore. Father is a
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking for
a likeminded and well educated Businessman match
fromthe same community. Contact: 7871502020

CHRISTIAN - ROMAN CATHOLIC, 27, 157 cms,
Doctor, MBBS, MS. Lives in Chennai. Father is a
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking for
a likeminded and well settled Doctor match from any
Christian community. Contact: 9360655558

165 cms, Doctor, MD. Lives in

Call for Free Consultation at your Home @) 99629 76000
www.elitematrimony.com

CHRISTIAN SC 31 Dr.Anjal MDS 9Lac
PA//seeks any professional in Chen-
nai/ Rajan.Ct: 7397776597

DKV HINDU PALLAN 27/158 MD Pedia-
trician  seeks M room
Ct:9446069421 /8075228968

HINDU DOCTOR girl 31/160 MBBS MRCP
UK seeks alliance from profession-
aly qualified groom  preferably
from Doctors in UK. ct 9483098037

BEAUTIFUL FAIR Doctor girl, 30,
165 doing MD in Chennai. Father
Doctor Kerala Nair Hindu, Mother
Tamil CSI. Doctor grooms with MD/
MS preferred. Ct: 9840050381/
9840985383

HINDU SC/AD Magam 28/155 MBBS,
DCH, TN GOVT, seeks Doctor Groom.
Cont:9443634719 / 8428110673

KARKATHA VELLALAR fair Girl, 29yrs
Hastham 150cm M.B.B.S, M.S(OBG)
Working in Balaji Medical College
Chennai Seeks PG Docotor Vegetari-
an Good family Background Ct:
9080296807

Doctor 28/165 cm Hindu Nadar,
Kadagam, Poosam, MBBS (MMC,
Chennai), Now MD Il Year (Anaesthe-
sia) KMC Manipal. Ct: 99420 85205

GROOM WANTED

Parents of Nair girl
(23yrs,5'7", very fair US
Citizen, MD Student in
USA) invite proposals
from MBBS Graduates
preparing for
USMLE/Resident
Physicians or MD
Students in USA.
Please contact:

mnairfamily@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN RC 25/ 155 Convent edu-
cated PG MNC Chennai fair beauti-
ful seeks educated well settled
groom in Chennai below 27yrs. Ct:
9840345969

CSI NADAR 38/160 Fair Ph.D SET
Asst.Professor Chennai seek un-
maried groom 9840310521
sjames_1950@yahoo.in

Nadar CSI very well to do Industrialist
in Chennai looking for a Bride Groom;
well educated very well to do for their
daughter, 29 years MBA fair, beautiful,
God fearing.Send your Bio data to
95000 27027

RC Christian 29/162 BE workg Corpa-
te Co RC/CSI Engr Graduate Emplyd
settled @Ch caste no bar.9884825317

DOCTOR MD Pentecost AD 165/26
fair, Central Govt seeks professional
Groom 9444815821, 09449500580

US BASED Christian Girl MS, MBA
57" 1985 Born Banking Profession-
al from well known Chennai based
affluent family seeks US /Canada /
UK based well settled grooms. Mail
: usgroom1985@gmail.com or Call /
Whatsapp- 9444084152

WANTED BRIDEGROOM for R.C Na-
dar Doctor (D.M.R.D., D.N.B.) 35, di-
vorcee with 8 year old child. Caste no
bar. Contact: 83003 12792.

SC/AD 31/165 B.Tech. MBA seeks
suitable  Christian  Parents  Rtd,
well Settled. Ct: 9840097224 /
9952011937

ANY CHRISTIAN -Nadar Girl Fair.
32,Btech, MBA 12 Lac PA/
Chennai.BLR Groom .Rajan Nadar -
9629576767

CHRISTIAN /CSI/ 33/ 160cm/ Fair/M.
Sc/Lecturer/Widow /Seeks Groom in
Chennai/Good Qualification/
9600011412

Mudaliar, 32 Years, MSc., Microbiolo-
gy, Sadayam, Father Doctor, Contact:
044-48600640

ALIENCE INVITED for a Girl of 30
Years Lawyer Looking for an Arya
Vyshya Groom 31-33 Years Well Edu-
cated Strictly Above Middle-Class
Vegetarian Family. Contact
(9441274711)

ALLIANCE FOR young businesswomen
M.S, [UK] based in Chennai, 27,
54 ht, fair, Beautiful, clean
habits. Inter-caste, F-SC[AD] M-
Vellalar, Family worth - 100 Cr.
Suitable alliance age below 31
with clean habits preferred. |AS,
IPS, IRS, IIT, IAM, CA preferred.
Caste no bar. Email: mgnath77@
yahoo.com/ 98410 67393.

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil , working as
Assistant Professor in a Reputed
Women’s College, Mount Road, Chen-
nai. Both Parents Doctors (Private)
, Suitable Alliance, Employed /
Settled in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

CHRISTIAN NADAR Educated Cultured
Affluent Parents Well Settled in
Chennai solicit Alliance for Daugh-
ter Pious Intelligent with Merito-
rious Career 29/165 M.E. Engineer
ISRO  Trivandrum from Qualified
Well  Placed Engineer Christian
Nadar Groom by Parents Alone. Con-
tact 9840718865

CHRISTIAN RC, DKV, 32, B.E., MBA,
Govt Bank Officer 40k Seeks Suit-
able Groom. Caste no Bar.
Ct:9884467912

SC/AD HINDU/ MSC, D/B/1983 158cm
Visaham, Dhulam Seek Suitable qual-

ified employed 9444866276,
9445755194

MUDALIAR 26, BE, divorcee from
well settled family seeks well

qualified, rich divorcee groom up-
to 33 yrs from any BC. Send BHP to
9344332934

YADHAVA 25 GraphicDesigner known
fmly Ch.seeks wellqualified Yadha-
va Groom India/Abroad
Geetham9884858014

VANNIAR AVITTAM 25/160 MS,
Working in USA, Seeks Equally Quali-
fied groom below 29yrs. Caste No Bar.
Cont: 9442344779

CHENNAI GIRL-TEACHER Msc,B.Ed

M.Phil, Yadava(Caste NoBar),
16.12.82,  Dhanusu,Moolam,  3rd
Padam 9080988170

MUDALIAR 24 BE Rich Chennai Seeks
Er/Dr/CA/Busi Affl Fmly Groom Chen-
nai Geetham9884858014

Hindu Nadar 34, accomplished, good
family seeks same caste clean habits
well  settled  Groom.  Contact:
7598344708

MUDALIAR, 27YRS BE, MBA 164cm em-
ployed in MNC Bank seeks Profes-
sionally  Qualified Groom India/
Abroad.subsect nobar Ct.
9444901994, 9444906157

SAIVA PILLAI (Kaar Kaarthar), 29/165
cm, M.Sc Computerscience, Divorcee,
earn Rs.50,000 p.m from fixed assets
seeks suitable Groom with clean hab-
its. Contact: 9659808418

HINDU SC 28 Degree : BBA- Working.
Wanted Rahu-Kedhu Groom.Chennai On-
ly. Ct: 6369770853

HINDU Adidravidar (Kongu Parayar)
28, BE, M.Tech, Ph.D, Seeks eductd
prfnl groom. 7598988370, 8973345370

AGAMUDAYAR (RAJAKULA), 23/
158cm, Uthiratathi-2, Meenam, CA
from Madurai seeks CA/ Teacher/
Proffessors/ Govt. Service Grooms be-
low 30yrs. Ct: 9443148392

HINDU DKV, 24/163 cm, B.E., Swathi-
Thulam, Madurai seeks Professional/
Employed Groom.Ct: 9445109281

Hindu 32/152 B.E, M.S, Upper Middle
Class, Divorcee, Seeks suitable groom
India / Abroad. Caste No Bar. Contact
: 94896 95984.

THEVAR AGAMUDAIYAR, 28yrs /
165cms, B.E - CSE, Anusham, Viru-
chigam seeks suitable Groom. Whats-
app: 94893 78378

WANTED A suitable Groom working/
settled in Chennai, for a Girl of
25years, Wheatish Complexioned &
Height ~ 165cm,  Working.  Ct:
9150585554

HINDU NADAR MBBS, MD (2nd year)
27yrs/170cm Pooram, Chennai seeks
Medical/Non  medical  Professional
from same community Ct:9003071949

HINDU NADAR 38years Bride ME Assis-
tant Professor Engg College Seeks
Suitable  Groom ~ Same  Caste
9380281840

WANTED VANNIYAR Boy; Well educat-
ed, Handsome & Caring. 27-29Yrs.
Please send your details:
9715206071(WA)

HINDU SC AD 35/169 M.Com, MPhil,
NET MBA,Asst Prof seeks pref.Engr/
govt/pvt employee with PG samecaste/
ST Groom.9710318832/044-26341902

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

Tamil Muslim
Parents for their only
Daughter,

Age 40/161 B.com.,
Very Fair, Beautiful,
Innocent Divorcee,
No issues Seeking
Bridegroom, Good
Family, Age Below
45 Years
Residing in Chennai.

044-42144676 / 7299780379
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CHRISTIAN SC Maadhiga 42/167 Unmar-
ried - Chennai, Seeking suitable
groom Ph: 09390845532

HINDU SC Maadhiga 28/163 B.Tech
(IT)seeks Groom Govt/Reputd SW Co.
Send Full Details.Contact:7397314810
Mail:chandrasekaran1111@gmail.com

NAIDU 300 Cr, 26yrs, B.E, Father
Industrialist, Elite  Family, Only
daughter - 7305810258

Balija Naidu Kettai 29 M.Tech, SWE,
MNC,Chen seeks suitable Groom, Sub
sect NoBar. 9444835593 /9498020187

BALIJA NAIDU, January 1976, Miru-
gasirisham, Midunam MCA, CTS Chen-
nai First Marriage, any Naidu
Groom. Ct: 9444823815, snsukumar13@
gmail.com

BRIDE GROOM WANTEL
AFFLUENT OWN HOUSE
CHENNAI SETTLED
HIGHLY QUALIFIED
HANDSOME IYER BOY
BELOW 29 FORA
TALL SLIM FAIR
PRETTY BRAHMIN IYER
DOCTOR GIRL 23.
Dr. MD or MS Preferred.

94443 34399

WANTED
BRIDEGROOM
for
unmarried
March 1984 born
lyengar Girl from a
Very Affluent Family.
Contact:
vasanthiiyengar1961@
gmail.com

Pillai Ayilyam 30/162 ME,divorcee,No
Issue,Asst.Professor,Engg College, Ch
seek wellQualified,Divorcee/Unmarried
Groom.Caste No Bar. Ct: 9444342166

HINDU NADAR 29/154 BE,MBA, Sr.
Consultant/ SWE/ Bengalore,
Pooram, 16L/PA Seeks Suitable
Groom. 9442126376

HINDU SC AD, V Fair star: Uthradam-
Part 1,Rasi: Dhanusu 27 Years, BE
(CS) 50K pm MNC Chennai Well edu-
cated, rich family. Seeks well edu-
cated affluent groom below 32
years earning above 10 LPA ph
9176723648

VANNIYAR GIRL 27/153 BE SWE MNC/
B'lore Thiruvonam, sks good family
groom Chennai / B'lore. 9445284099.

BALIJA NAIDU Visagam 25/170 PG
France Emp Chennai Good Looking
Seeks Suitable Groom  Contact:
9176430985

MUDALIAR 33/164/B.E/  Divorcee
(with in a Month) seeks suitable
Profesnlyqualified ~groom.Caste no
bar. 9600050102 / gangashiva100@
gmail.com

Hindu Mudaliar 27/155 Kettai B.Tech,
working MNC seeks wellsettled groom
Professional Govt/Pvt Sector,CasteNo-
Bar.Contact:9940009576/ 9551913101
(whatsapp)/ vivaham2018 @ gmail.com

HINDU NADAR 40/153cm, Ph.D,
PDF, working in Pvt University in TN,
seeks Groom vegetarian, Teatotaller,
Ph.D Teaching / Research, Medical
Doctor. Ct: rajasundarib56 @gmail.com

BRIDEGROOM

WANTED
A Well Established
“ NADAR ” Family
Inviting Proposal for
Beautiful Cute
Dr.Bride 23, Seeks
a B.E Handsome boy
from well Settled family

9840849152 B

TAMIL BRAHMIN 27 BCom MBA (US)
employed HSBC Qatar & 27 BCom CA
(UK) employed KPMG Qatar, Twins
seeking Abroad employed Groom only.
Ct:8137815505, 0097466343519 (WA)

Andhra NRI B.Tech, SWE, H1B Visa
33/165 slim fair Kamma Naidu, need
equivalent Groom, Caste No bar.
Call:8008913979,

Mail : Madhukar.raob @ gmail.com

SC/ Adidravidar 25/152 MBBS doing
MD Bharani 12Chevvai seeks only Ta-
milNadu suitable groom. 9344609846.

GAVARA NAIDU, 27/170, Kettai, Fair
Good Looking, MBBS, 2nd yr MS
(GS). Seeks PG Medical Clinical stu-
dying / professional Grooms. Ct :
94875 12709 / 94425 02709

SATHATHA SRIVAISHNAVA Telugu
Speaking 29/152 ME Good looking do-
mestically trained seeks suitable
groom subcaste nobar ct: 9442833261

GAVARA/BALIJA 28/160- BDS, MPH, do-
ing Ph.D at Canada - Kirthigai, Me-
sham seeks any Professional Groom
- Ct:9380542399/9381006406

Intercaste Parents Hindu,Telugu,F-
SC,M-Brahmin, 26/163, ME, Working
Asst. Prof. Pvt. Engg College,Chennai
seeks Educated Employed Groom
Caste/Language NoBar. 9380969751

KAMMA NAIDU 29/168 MDS Periodon-
tics Divorcee Maham seeks suitable
groom from same caste. Ct:
9940253521

REDDY GRADUATE 1984 born Avitam
fair Bank employee (Dy.Manager) on-
ly child with city property seeks
suitable  groom.  044-26152470/
9003139460

KAMMA NAIDU, 24/168, Beautiful,
B.E, SWE, AMAZON, 35000PM, Well to
do family, 8056174102, 044-43483333

BALIJA NAIDU, 25/165, Fair, B.
Tech, MBA, Sr.SWE, ACCENTURE,
40000PM ,Well to do, 9677086774,
044-43483333

REDDY, 24/170, Fair, B.E, MS, AMA-
ZON, 85000$PA, Well Settled, Seeks
any profl, 044-43483333, 8056174102

NAIDU,PG DOCTOR,29,AFFLUENT family,
looking for equal Groom Telugu
speaking pref  Broker  Excuse
9499027719

SMU 30 /BDS Slim Emp.Well settled
3yr Son Khula seek, BDS/BE Chennai
Groom Watsapp 9841388975,9841384247

SMU/35/ M.SC Religious Family Home-
ly Girl (Mutually Seprated) No Is-
sue Seeks Religious Professionally
Qualified & Well Settled Groom.
Dargha Visitors Please Excuse).
Call; 98841 16604/ 99623 03929

¢/ SMU SYED parents seeks suitable
professional  well settled groom
with good family values preferably
settled in  abroad for  their
younger daughter 24/160, born &
studied in middle east, B.E, work-
ing in Bengaluru MNC. Contact
9790024655/gulshan.sssk @ gmail.com

MUSLIM PG Doctor, MBBS DNB, 28
fair, slim, Pious, good looking Educa-
ted family, Senior Resident Doctor,
Short Period KHULA. seeks Un Mar-
ried Groom, Medical /Dental/ Class |
Officer. Tamil / Urdu, Ct:94435 68046

LOOKING FOR Bridegroom who is
working in US, for my daughter - 35 Y,
Sunni Muslim. Send your photo to
Whatsapp 9494210887.

HINDU PILLAI BBM (IB)-MBA 24 Yrs/
160 cm. Pooram-Simam. Well Settled -
Having our own industry and business
in Coimbatore. Expecting well educa-
ted and handsome groom. Interested
in CA Grooms. Caste No Bar. Contact:
anbuchelvi.bal@gmail.com

SENGUNDA MUDALIAR, 26/168, B.Ful,
B.E, Design Engg, MNC, 30000PM,
Well to do, 8056091059, 044-
43483333

SAIVA PILLAI, 25/167, B.Tech, SWE,
CTS, 40000PM, Well to do, Seeks
any profnl,8056272922, 044-43483333

CHETTIAR, 24/158, Fair, B.E, MBA,
ISRO, 30000PM, Well Settled, Seeks
any prof, 9677086774, 044-43483333

ADIDRAVIDAR, 25/152, Fair, B.E,
SWE, HCL, 45000PM, Well to do,
Seeks any prof, 044-43483333,
8056174102

GRAMANI,27, MBA,AFFLUENT family is
looking for Groom from equal back-
ground CNB Broker Exc 9499027719

HINDU NADAR(Tamil settled in Kera-
la), Issueless Divorcee 38/160, BE/
MBA, working in USA, seeks suitable
Hindu (CNB) groom from USA. 9500
143185 / r.groomsearch @gmail.com

IYER VADAMA Koushika Anusham

1994,B.Com ,CAMNC Chennai seeks
well  qualified IYER  Groom.
Ct:9444121558

VADAKALAI BOY Nov 1982 Srivatsam
innocent divorcee M.S working in
U.S seeks alliance from Brahmins.
Mobile:9791069460

ARCHITECT Bride 27/165 Father
Tamil Yadava reputed flat
promoter in Chennai, Mother
Telugu Padmasali, seeks alliance
from professionally qualified
well settled groom. Caste no bar.

Contact: 98410 19010
email: dpsarathy2019@gmail.com

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

Christian unmarried girl age 37
years, Physiotherapy B.P.T., M.Sc
(UK) looking for Graduate in Hotel
Management, Engineering or
Paramedical, Age between 37 to
40 years. Bridegroom Genuine
reason, if wife expired, No
Children, Second marriage
Welcome. Working Abroad
country is preparable than India.
Family settlement in Abroad

country Expensesours.
Reply to Mail ID :
bluemountain1946@gmail.com

Cell : 91504 82818

BRIDES WANTED

KSHATRIYA HINDI 34/172 BCA SW
Business 2L pm Handsome Well
setttled in Pondy,Father Doctor, Status
family, seeks educated Preferably doc-
tor bride in Pondy/Chennai. Caste/Lan-
guage no bar. WhatsApp: 9629012248

EDUCATED LOVABLE fair girl busi-
ness family for MS (Engg) 27 /5.6
Executive 9444444884

ENGINEER 63 Divorcee seeks caring
affectionate pleasant looking lady. On-
ly genuine persons. Ct: 8618808814

RETD MIL Officer, N Indian 58,176
seeks suitable person. Age, Caste,
Religion no bar. Pension 10 Lac PA.
Contact : 9591090253.

BTECH 37/6'/BRAHMIN, sr financial
services professional, ex-Army fm-
ly, seeks an alliance with unmar-
ried, well educated, career-orient-
ed, cosmopolitan lady, 29 to 34,
to settle in Sydney. Send bio with
pic WhatsApp +61430009723 E:
prajyoshney @gmail.com.

ALLIANCE INVITED for Viswakarma
(GS) handsome boy, 31/172, Poorurut-
tathi, fair, working in UK as Doctor,
from good looking professionally quali-
fied girls with good family background.
Caste no bar. NRI preferred. Contact:
8943432057

NAIR BOY 29 yrs, Atham, B.Tech.,
Engineer Merchant Navy, applied for
PR to Canada, seeks well educated
bride. 9446432025

IYENGAR TAMIL Divorcee Groom,
Haritham, Avitam, Kumbam, 45/173,
Sr. Mgr IT MNC Bangalore, Daughter
Stays Away, Seeks lIssueless Veg
Bride 9738003276

SM4 HINDU Pb Khatri Iless div
1984/5'11 wkg Finance Manager on
PR Canada 80,000 PA. Parents Delhi
whatsapp 9982236639

IYER DIVORCEE Boy, Vadoolam, Thiru-
vonam, 45/168, Director IT MNC
Seeks lyer Graduated Divorcee
Bride without Issues. 9841942915.

Medical or Non Medical Bride for 28
years old Nanchil Vellalar Doctor, do-
ing PG in Pulmonology at Delhi. Father
Orthopaedic surgeon at Nagercoil, aff-
luent with high family values. Brides
from Vellalar or similar caste can apply
email:director @kkoh.in/ 9443131342

ASHTASAHASTAM, KOUSIGA, swatji,
28,54 MNC, Chennai, seeks suit-
able bride. Ph. 9790464640

VELLALAR, 29, Anusham, Engineer in
PSU Hyderabad, seeks bride profes-
sionally  qualified/employed  from
good  family. 9447051557  /
skr_ramachandran @yahoo.com.

SEEKING HEALTHY, intelligent, com-
passionate and caring single women/
Ex. Convent/ Widows. Around 60
years without encumbrance for a seni-
or citizen, Professional planter, ke-
eping sound health, clean habits. Well
settled Widower ~ Kerala.
6282428237 after 9 pm. Email: spark-
preman @gmail.com

VISWAKARMA Maham 27/154 Phd
Research Asst Newyork USA, seeks
working USA or Indian Doctors, IIT wil-
ling to relocate USA. Ct:7200771188.

UNMARRIED LAWYER 44/180 LL.B, MBA
Kerala stld. (F-Ezhava , M-Nair)
Excellent back ground. 6235566099
kerala123@yahoo.com

NAIR BOY 36/179 Bharani, Audiolo-
gist & Speech Pathologist, PG, well
settled, seeks alliance from well edu-
cated brides. 9745145156

RICH VISWAKARMA lawyer. 53. ker-
ala.  divorced.  seeks  bride.
6238878578. lawker28 @gmail.com

Never married, 45yrs, Hindu, Malaya-
li, Ezhuttachhan, graduate, teetotaller
working in Pvt. Co. at Ahmedabad,
own house, father (late) retd. from
PSU, mother home maker, sister mar-
ried, looking for an educated Hindu bri-
de, Phone. 079-27435943, Email id :
Ritika.iyer99 @ gmail.com

PROPOSAL INVITED for Roman
Catholic Angloindian Simple gentle-
man-Groom-39/5'10, Govt employed
in Qatar seeking immediate mar-
riage from Simple RC Graduate
brides wiling to relocate. Pls
contact-+974-55577065.

CSI-NADAR / 29yrs/176cm/BE/ Busi-
ness/ Wheatish/ Rich/Seeks Bride/
Age 21-28/ Nadar / Fair / Not Wrkg
s gouthside only / Ct: 7401095056.

RC GROOM 34yrs Bank Manager- Chen-
nai, Divorcee seeks any Chennai em-
ployed girl. t:7550105368/
8681871171

TAMIL MUSLIM Divorcee 33/175 Hand-
some Engineer 14 Lacs per year
Chennai Well-Settled Well-Educated
family seeks professionally quali-
fied  unmarried/divorced  without
child.WhatsApp 7550260032 Email
rahbas72 @ gmail.com

MUSLIM TAMIL 37 Innocent Divorcee
Asst.Professor Working Abroad seeks
preferedUnmarried Bride.9840808469

TAMIL MUSLIM MS Engineer 41 em-
ployed, educated family seeks al-
liance  from  beautiful  engineer
girls watsup biodata and photo to
9842151247

HINDU DKYV Pallan, M.E. Branch Man-
ager Nationalised Bank 37 / 167cm
| seeks employed / teaching (PG) /
Gov't Servant. Ct: 9965211259
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"How will supply help when there is no demand?”

Former Bengal Finance Minister suggests measures for combating slowdown

BISHWANATH GHOSH
KOLKATA

Veteran CPI(M) leader Asim
Dasgupta, who served as
West Bengal’s Finance Mi-
nister for nearly quarter of a
century, has said that the
Centre should work together
with the States in combating
the economic slowdown.
“The current economic
slowdown has resulted from
the fall in the purchasing
power of the common peo-
ple,” said Mr. Dasgupta, who
served as the State’s Finance
Minister from 1987 to 2011.

Arunachal
Cabinet meet
on Monday to
discuss CAB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NAMSAI (ARUNACHAL PRADESH)
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu on
Saturday said the State go-
vernment will hold a Cabi-
net meeting on November
18 to discuss the contro-
versial Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill (CAB),
which is likely to be tabled
in the Winter Session of
Parliament.

Mr. Khandu, participat-
ing in the National Press
Day celebrations here,
said the special Cabinet
meeting will deliberate on
the recommendations of
the Consultative Commit-
tee on CAB set up by the
State government.

“The committee had
convened a number of
meetings with political
parties, students’ bodies
and community-based or-
ganisations to seek their
opinion on CAB, and pre-
pare a comprehensive re-
port on the issue. The re-
port has been finalised,
which will be discussed in
the Cabinet meeting, and
the stand of the govern-
ment will be communicat-
ed to the Centre,” he said.

Mr. Khandu said the
Arunachal Pradesh go-
vernment will never work
against the interests of the
indigenous people of the
State, and ensure that
their rights are protected.

“The Centre has made
its stand clear on the Bill
that it will not affect the
tribal States,” he said.

“What the government
needs to work on is improv-
ing the demand and not sup-
ply. The measures taken by
it in the recent times, such
as announcing a corporate
tax relief of ¥1.45 lakh crore,
are aimed at improving sup-
ply. How will more supply
help when there is no de-
mand?” he said.

Mr. Dasgupta, who was
instrumental in initiating
land reforms in Bengal, sug-
gested a series of measures
the Centre could undertake
to increase demand. One of
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them is land reforms (fixing
a ceiling on the amount of
land that can be held by an
individual and distributing
the excess land to the land-
less) because smaller lands,
according to him, are better
utilised. He also called for a
hike in the fair price charged
by farmers.

Irrigation sector

Among the things that are
immediately “doable”, he
said, is an allocation of an
additional 310,000 crore to
the irrigation sector (to the

current 39,900 crore); a10%
hike on the food subsidy of
1.7 lakh crore; pumping in
another 340,000 crore to
MNREGA (current budget
%60,000 crore), and spend-
ing 15,000 crore on an
MNREGA-type programme
for the urban population.

“These measures, if you
do the maths, will cost about
1 lakh crore. Where will this
money come from? It can
come from the %1.45 lakh
crore that has been set aside
as corporate tax relief,” Mr.
Dasgupta said.

New Assam NRC Coordinator goes on leave

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The new State Coordinator
for the exercise to update
the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in Assam has

gone on leave a week after
his appointment.

Hitesh Dev Sarma, who
was appointed on Novem-
ber 9 as the replacement for
Prateek Hajela, went on a

month’s leave from Friday,
two days before the retire-
ment of Chief Justice of In-
dia Ranjan Gogoi.

The Supreme Court un-
der Mr Gogoi has been

monitoring the NRC exer-
cise since Prateek Hajela, an
IAS officer of the Assam-
Meghalaya cadre, was ap-
pointed its Coordinator in
October 2013.




Chief Justice of India
visits Tirumala

TIRUMALA

Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi arrived here on
Saturday as part of his two-
day visit to the famous
shrine. He was accompanied
by wife Rupanjali Gogoi.
Justice Gogoi's visit to the
temple town comes a day
ahead of his demitting office.
Justice Gogoi also offered
prayers at the temple of
goddess Padmavati. On his
arrival, TTD Additional
Executive Officer A.V.
Dharma Reddy accorded him
a warm reception.

Injured loco pilot dies

of cardiac arrest

HYDERABAD

Loco pilot L. Chandrasekhar,
36, who was rescued from the
mangled coach of the
Multi-Modal Transport
System train, which rammed
another train outside the
Kacheguda railway station in
Hyderabad on Monday, died
after he suffered cardiac
arrest and sepsis on Saturday.
His condition was critical right
from the point he was rushed
to CARE Hospitals. Doctors
said he had suffered multiple
injuries in the accident, which
left 17 passengers injured.

Two wild elephants
captured in Mandya
MANDYA

In an operation that lasted
nearly four hours, Forest
Department officials on
Saturday tranquillised and
captured two wild male
elephants near Kalenahalli in
Pandavapura taluk of
Karnataka's Mandya district.
The pachyderms had been
raiding crops in the vicinity of
Kadaba and Kalenahalli
villages in Pandavapura as
well as some villages in K.R.
Pet taluk since three days,
said Forest Department
officials. Five trained
elephants from the Dubare
elephant camp were also
used in the operation.

While Pulayar
Maha Sabha slams
government,
SNDP supports it

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) government’s stance
that it is under no legal obli-
gation to escort women of
menstruating age to Sabari-
mala appears to have
opened a rift in the Kerala-
sponsored Navodhana Sam-
rakshana Samiti (Renais-
sance Protection Commit-
tee).

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan formed the Samiti in
the run-up to the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, purportedly
to counter what the govern-
ment perceived as a danger-
ous right-wing drift in socie-
ty.

Samiti general secretary
and Kerala Pulayar Maha
Sabha (KPMS) president
Punnala Sreekumar took
strong exception to the go-
vernment’s “modified” posi-
tion.

The Supreme Court, he
said, had not set aside its
September 28, 2018, verdict
upholding the right of wo-
men of all age groups to wor-
ship at the Ayyappa temple.
By backing off from its legal
obligations, the LDF govern-
ment had handed its critics a
victory, he said.

Mr. Sreekumar said the
V.S. Achuthanandan govern-
ment in 2007 and later the
Pinarayi Vijayan government
in 2016 had filed affidavits in
the Supreme Court stating
that age or gender should be
no bar for women to worship
at Sabarimala.

The government’s
changed position gravely un-
dermines the renaissance
ideal of gender equality that
led to the formation of the
Samiti against the backdrop

Excise CI booked for
assaulting woman

Argument with shopkeeper turns ugly

STAFF REPORTER
CHITTOOR

The A.P. police on Saturday
registered a case against a
Circle Inspector (Excise and
Prohibition) for allegedly as-
saulting a woman at the Va-
damalapeta mandal head-
quarters on Thursday last.

According to informa-
tion, CI (Puttur) Mohan was
cautioning roadside shops
adjacent to a wine shop not
to sell water and soda bot-
tles. An argument ensued
between him and a woman
shopkeeper. Soon, the inci-
dent took an ugly turn, lead-
ing to the CI allegedly as-
saulting the woman in
public view.

The woman reportedly
took the matter to the notice
of Nagari MLA R.K. Roja,
who informed Chittoor SP
Senthil Kumar about it.
Soon after, the police regis-
tered a case.

Police sources confirmed
the incident, saying a case
had been booked under Sec-
tion 509 of the IPC (intend-
ing to insult the modesty of
a woman).

The episode turned into a
hot topic among the police
and excise personnel in
Chittoor district.

Deputy Commissioner
(Excise and Prohibition) Na-
galakshmi told The Hindu
that the issue would be
looked into by the Excise Su-
perintendent of Tirupati
and the Nodal Deputy Com-
missioner in Kurnool.

Shopkeepers along the
roadside in Vadamalapeta
and Puttur alleged that on
the pretext of raids, Excise
personnel routinely ha-
rassed them and forced
them not to sell water and
soda bottles though their
shops were located at a dis-
tance from the wine shops.

45,

TN

T ST i i ¥

S I . X

et

oy

Kerala's renaissance panel split
over changed Sabarimala policy

The big moment: Devotees in the queue with their offerings, waiting to worship Lord Ayyappa
at Sabarimala on Saturday. =H.vigHu

State police to pursue all cases
booked during protest last year

M.P. PRAVEEN
KOCHI
The Kerala government’s
decision not to allow entry
of women of menstruating
age into the Ayyappa temple
at Sabarimala till the
Supreme Court takes a final
call on a batch of review
petitions may have little
bearing on the thousands of
cases registered in
connection with the violent
protests that took place
across the State during the
last pilgrim season.

During the period from
October 17, 2018, to January
4, 2019, the Kerala police

registered 2,012 cases
spread over multiple
stations as violent mobs
engaged in protests against
the State government’s
decision to implement the
Supreme Court verdict to
throw open the temple to
women of menstruating
age. “We will pursue all
those cases to their logical
conclusion,” a police officer
said.

Altogether 67,094
persons were arraigned as
accused, out of which the
police identified 10,561
accused.

Among the accused,

nearly 63% were Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) activists,
while the Sabarimala Karma
Samithi and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and
other right wing-affiliated
organisations accounted for
nearly 14% each.
Notwithstanding the
State government’s decision
to wait for the decision of
the seven-member Bench,
the police remain sceptical
of what lies in store for the
coming pilgrimage season
as the verdict allowing the
entry of women of
menstrual age has not
technically been stayed.

of the mustering of reaction-
ary forces to thwart the go-
vernment’s implementation
of the court’s decision, he
said.

In stark contrast, Sree Na-
rayana Dharma Paripalana
(SNDP) Yogam general secre-
tary and Samiti chairman

Vellappally Natesan backed
the government’s latest view.
Mr. Natesan interpreted the
Supreme Court’s latest rul-
ing to refer a slew of legal
questions regarding the case
to a seven-member constitu-
tional Bench as a “stay” on
the 2018 order.

Devaswom Board Minister
Kadakampally  Surendran
stated on Thursday that it
was not contingent on the
administration to allow wo-
men activists at Sabarimala
unless they arrived with a
warrant from the Supreme
Court for State assistance.
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Turf Club officials inspect
track with jockeys, trainers

Members accuse managing committee of criminal neglect

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The Bangalore Turf Club Ma-
naging Committee held a
joint inspection of the race
track with senior jockeys,
trainers and stewards on Sa-
turday, a day after a horse
fell down leading to vandal-
ism by punters. The report is
expected on Monday.

The fact that the jockeys
had raised concerns about
the track not being in its best
condition following a mock
race on November 9 has
now turned into a controver-
sy, with senior members ac-
cusing the committee of cri-
minal neglect.

“When the jockeys had
flagged the issue, the manag-
ing committee should have
rescheduled the race till the
issue was satisfactorily fixed.
Their negligence has led to a
horse being put to sleep and
the lives of jockeys being at
risk,” said a former govern-

—

Cause for concern: A file photo of the Bangalore Turf Club
race course. On Friday, a horse fell, leading to vandalism.

ment representative at the
BTC.

A steward told The Hindu
that the recent spells of rain
had softened the track at
certain spots and the com-
mittee had instructed the
team maintaining the track
to fix it. “Probably, the team
had not done a thorough
job,” he said, adding that

heavy rain three days before
the race probably affected
the track further. The jock-
eys, in their letter to the ma-
naging mommittee, sought
another mock race after No-
vember 9 but it was not
held. “In hindsight, we must
have held that. We will take
this as a learning expe-
rience,” he said.

After 10 days, lorry cleaner held on
charge of killing 5-year-old in A.P.

STAFF REPORTER
CHITTOOR

Ten days after the alleged
murder of a five-year-old girl
near Madanapalle in Andhra
Pradesh, a special party
formed by Superintendent
of Police S. Senthil Kumar on
Saturday nabbed a 25-year-
old youth on the outskirts of
Madanapalle in connection
with the case.

The body of the girl, who
came to attend a wedding
with her parents at Angallu
village of Kurabalakota man-
dal on November 7, was
found behind the function
hall the next morning.

With the help of CCTV

Emergency procedure: In an attempt to set a world record, as many as 35,000 students were given training in Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR) in Kochi on Saturday. =THULASI KAKKAT

Kerala on track to eliminate TB by 2025

It will now have to focus on strengthening diagnostic services, say monitors

C. MAYA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The sixth Joint Monitoring
Mission (JMM 2019) of the
Union government and the
World Health Organization
on the Revised National Tu-
berculosis Control Pro-
gramme (RNTCP) has lauded
Kerala for being right on
track to achieve TB elimina-
tion by 2025.

However, the last mile is
the toughest and as Kerala
moves on to TB elimination,
the State will now have to fo-
cus better on strengthening
its diagnostic services and
the training component so
that every case in the com-
munity is picked up. Hence,
more molecular diagnostic
services (CBNAAT /Genexp-
ert machines) are needed,
the JMM team, which met
the Health Minister and the

CcM
K

Kerala lauded for

Integration of RNTCP
into health system

Patient-centric programme,
involvement of community

_ Areas for
improvement

Involvement of leadership
of local bodies

Partnership with
private sector

* Strengthen molecular diagnostic services
by adding more CBNAAT machines

» Upgrade of IRL BSL 3 lab is a pre-requisite for TB elimination

Principal Secretary here on
Saturday, suggests.

The last time a JMM visit-
ed Kerala was in 2002. The
sixth JMM, comprising 24
members, is visiting Kerala
as part of the mid-year as-
sessment of India’s National

* Training and capacity
building in clinical,
managerial and
epidemiological skills

* Interventions

for management
of latent TB and
preventive therapy

AMY PIATEK, JOINT MONITORING MISSION TEAM LEADER

Strategic Plan for TB Elimi-
nation, 2017-25.

“The seamless integration
of the RNTCP with the State’s
health system and the man-
ner in which every health
worker is owning the pro-
gramme is something that I

have not witnessed elsewh-
ere,” Amy Piatek, Senior TB
Technical Adviser, US Agen-
cy for International Develop-
ment (USAID), and JMM
team leader, told The Hindu.

“True commitment -—
from programme implemen-
ters as well as administration
— is what we witnessed in
Kerala. There are challenges
ahead because the last cases
are the hardest to find. What
you need to do is continue to
look at the data on hand crit-
ically and focus on epide-
miology,” Ms. Piatek added.

The JMM team felt that the
State has allowed its Inter-
mediate Reference Labora-
tory (IRL) in the capital
(where advanced tests are
done) to languish and that
very little has been done to
improve the technical capac-
ity or human resource.

footage, a blurry image of
the accused was released to
the media.

The police picked up
about half a dozen suspects,
with features similar to the
image of the suspect.

When the police tried to
reach one of the suspects,
identified as Patan Moham-
mad Rafi alias Rafi alias Gid-
du, 25, he was found
missing.

It was found that Rafi was
an accused in two criminal
cases, which included an at-
tempt to rape a five-year-old
girl in 2009 and an attempt
to molest a 12-year-old girl.
With suspicion growing

against Rafi, the police inten-
sified the probe against him.

A lorry cleaner by profes-
sion, Rafi reportedly es-
caped to a remote location
in Chhattisgarh on the pre-
text of carrying a tomato
load. The police took the
help of the lorry owner in
persuading Rafi, who was
wary of returning, to come
to Madanapalle.

After he was convinced
that he would be safe from
the police, Rafi arrived on
the outskirts of Madanapalle
on Saturday, only to be
nabbed by the special police
party. He reportedly con-
fessed to killing the girl.

Striking RTC staff made
decision difficult: MD

‘Workers’ strike destabilised the State’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Two days after striking Te-
langana State Road Tran-
sport Corporation (TSRTC)
workers expressed readi-
ness for negotiations, the
corporation said even if they
resumed duties voluntarily,
it would be difficult to take a
decision on their conti-
nuance.

In an affidavit submitted
to the Telangana High
Court, TSRTC’s MD in-
charge Sunil Sharma stated
that the workers had desta-
bilised the State with their
strike for over 40 days and
created problems for them-
selves. Asserting that going
on strike even on ‘flimsy
grounds’ had become a
trend with workers, the MD
said statistics established
that TSRTC workers went on
strike more frequently than
employees of any other cor-
poration or those of the go-

vernment.

The corporation would
be sending wrong signals if
the doors were opened to
TSRTC employees to join at
their will and wish even af-
ter they had gone on strike
at their whims and fancies,
Mr. Sharma submitted.
“This will affect overall dis-
cipline in the industry and
also provoke and incite em-
ployees in other sectors as
well,” he said.

Claiming that the strike
was being used as a tool for
the benefit of a few union
leaders, Mr. Sharma said the
stir was not in the interest of
the workers. “The unions
through their leaders and
leaders of the rival political
parties are threatening, inti-
midating and trying to ter-
rorise the authority,” Mr.
Sharma asserted. The strike
had created an atmosphere
of general indiscipline and
insubordination, he added.

Market on a roll as chilli scales new heights

Analysts attribute price rise in A.P. to spurt in demand from overseas buyers

P. SAMUEL JONATHAN

GUNTUR

The upswing in the price of
famed Guntur red chilli
(Gunturu ‘sannalu’) has
come as a pleasant surprise
to the stakeholders.

‘Teja,’a special variety, is
being sold for 320,000 a
quintal, even in the August-
December low season when
chillies are stored in about
100 cold storages in adjoin-
ing villages. The high season
is between February and
May, when the lanes of Asia’s
largest market yard in the ci-
ty are crammed with trucks
and autorickshaws laden
with chillies from all over

Andhra Pradesh.
During the low season,
the premium varieties

stacked in cold storages
command a high price and
those who wait for longer pe-

2 . f

Bumper harvest: Andhra Pradesh accounts for more than 65%

of chilli production in the country.

riods are rewarded. All pre-
mium varieties, including
‘Teja, ‘334, and Badiga, now
command an average price
in excess of 170 a kg.

Trade analysts feel that
the soaring demand for Gun-
tur chilli is due to a range of

factors, including a spurt in
demand from China, Bangla-
desh, Thailand and Sri Lan-
ka, who prefer it for its pun-
gent character.

“After many years, Guntur
chilli is getting a record re-
munerative price. During

2014-2018, the price was low
as there was excess produc-
tion in other countries. But
this time, they are unable to
meet the demand,” said

Kothuri  Sudhakar, an
exporter.
A.P. on top

The soaring prices are at-
tracting farmers from neigh-
bouring districts and expor-
ters too have been evincing
interest in buying chilli from
Guntur. The arrivals have
been in the region of 65 lakh
quintals till date in this sea-
son, compared to 60 lakh
quintals in 2018-19.

India is among the world’s
leading producers of chilli,
along with China, Pakistan
and Bangladesh. Andhra
Pradesh accounts for more
than 65 % of the production
in the country.
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THE HINDU ceim

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019

Pak. air traffic controller
saves Jaipur-Muscat plane

ISLAMABAD

An air traffic controller from
Pakistan saved a plane with
150 people flying from Jaipur
to Muscat. After facing
abnormal weather conditions
in Sindh area, the controller
directed the flight through
the remaining journey in
Pakistani airspace. p1i

NGT for more assistance
for mining victims' kin
GUWAHATI

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) is expected to
recommend more
compensation to the kin of
the 15 miners who were killed
in a flooded rat-hole coal
mine in Meghalaya's East
Jaintia Hills district in 2018.
The families were given 3
lakh each - 2 lakh from the
PM's Relief Fund and 1 lakh
from the State government.

Siblings killed as father
tries to avoid pothole
COIMBATORE

Two girls were fatally run
over by a lorry after they fell
from the motorcycle their
father was riding on Saturday
morning. R. Venkatesh, their
father, was trying to avoid a
pothole in Coimbatore's
Rathinapuri when the kids
fell from the bike. The
deceased have been
identified as V. Gayathri, 9,
and V. Keerthana, 7. While
Keerthana died on the spot,
Gayathri succumbed to her
injuries at the hospital.

Thieves strike at judge’s
house, steal trees

REWA

A gang of five thieves struck
at the residence of Arun
Kumar Singh, a district court
judge and chopped off four
sandalwood trees from the
premises, before decamping
with the logs, police said on
Saturday. Police said Justice
Singh and his family members
were asleep when the
incident took place, adding
that the thieves cut the trees
after threatening the judge's
police guard at gunpoint. et

Dam victims seek rehabilitation

Fishermen hit by
rise in water level
of the Narmada

STAFF REPORTER
BHOPAL

Hundreds of farmers, pot-
ters and fishermen from 178
villages that were sub-
merged by the backwaters of
the Narmada, marched to
the office of the Narmada
Valley Development Authori-
ty in Bhopal demanding reh-
abilitation and alternative
employment on Saturday.

Ever since the Sardar Sa-
rovar dam downstream was
filled to the brim, the Narma-
da has developed an erratic
current and an unstable
course, posing a challenge to
fishermen in Madhya Pra-
desh.

“When the backwaters
swelled, the catch dwindled
dramatically. And now, sev-
eral species have become ex-
tinct in the river,” says Man-
sarovar Verma, 53, a
fisherman of Chikhalda vil-

taking out a rally in Bhopal on Saturday. =a.m.FarRuQul

lage in Barwani district.

“We don’t want contrac-
tors from outside to take ov-
er water bodies. Local fisher-
men have a traditional right
to them,” said Medha Patkar,
of the Narmada Bachao An-
dolan, who led the rally and
then staged a dharna with
the protesters.

Fall in catch

“Water has entered forests,
and dead leaves are detri-
mental to fish. Furthermore,

garbage from submerged vil-
lages has caused a large-
scale pollution of the river,”
said Mr. Verma.

He now catches 2-4 kg of
fish a day, earning only up to
%400 a day. Three months
ago, he netted 8-10 kg, bring-
ing home 31,000 a day.

“We want compensation
or land for the loss incurred.
We don’t want to work for a
fishing contractor, who’ll set
terms for us,” he said.

Earlier, a drop in the wa-

Navy MiG-29K crashes in
Goa, pilots eject safely

The engines failed
after suffering a
bird-strike

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Navy MiG-29K fighter jet
on a routine mission crashed
after an engine failure due to
a bird-strike in Goa on Satur-
day morning. The two pi-
lots, Capt. M. Sheokhand
and Lt. Cdr. Deepak Yadav,
ejected safely.

Around noon, the aircraft
encountered a flock of birds
after take-off from the naval
air base at Dabolim, the Na-
vy said in a statement.

“The pilot observed that

i e e

Close shave: The left engine of the aircraft had flamed out
and the right engine caught fire. =AtisH POMBURFEKAR

the left engine had flamed
out and the right one had
caught fire. Attempts to re-
cover the aircraft by follow-
ing the standard operating
procedures were unsuccess-
ful due to the nature of
emergency,” the statement
said.

The pilot pointed the air-
craft away from populated
areas and both the pilots
ejected safely, the statement
said. There was no loss of life
or property.

A Court of Inquiry has
been instituted to investigate
the cause of the accident.

Govardhan Mutt out of Odisha govt.s purview

Of the four mutts set up by Adi Shankara, it is the only one governed by a State Act

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

The Govardhan Mutt of Puri,
one of the four key mutts es-
tablished by Adi Shankara,
the prominent Hindu saint,
is all set to be kept out of the
Odisha government’s admi-
nistrative purview.

The Govardhan mutt is
the only such mutt currently
controlled by a State Act.
The three others — Sharada
Mutt at Sringeri in Karnata-
ka, Dwarka Mutt in Gujarat
and Jyotir Mutt at Joshimath
in Uttarakhand — function
autonomously.

The Odisha Hindu Reli-
gious Endowment (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2019 tabled by
the Naveen Patnaik govern-
ment in the ongoing winter
session of the State Assemb-
ly was passed on Saturday.

Several requests

“There has been a request
from different sources, in-
cluding the Govardhan Mutt,
to exclude the mutt from the
purview of the Odisha Hindu
Religious Endowment Act,
1951. It is stated that three
mutts — Jyotir Mutt, Dwarka
Mutt and Sharada Mutt —

Inspector threatens
student for tweet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

A police inspector in Bareil-
ly district of Uttar Pradesh
threatened a law student
with the National Security
Act and the Gangsters Act
for tweeting against stubble
burning.

In a telephonic conversa-
tion that went viral on Fri-
day, Surendra Singh Pa-
chauri, SHO, Sheeshgarh,
could be heard asking Ishaq
Khan how he dared tweet
about stubble burning with-

U.P. fines farmers for
stubble burning

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

Facing criticism by the Supreme Court, dis-
trict officials in western Uttar Pradesh are
cracking down on farmers indulging in
stubble burning and factories causing pol-

lution.

On Friday, the Mathura administration
fined 288 farmers for Z12.42 lakhs. The Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar administration in Greater
Noida booked 12 farmers in Dadri, just four
days after 10 farmers were booked and
fined 35,000 in the district. In Buland-
shahr, three factories were sealed for burn-

ing tyres for generating oil.

CM
K

out his permission.

“Come to the police sta-
tion immediately, else the
NSA and Gangsters Act will
be invoked against you,” Mr.
Pauchauri was heard saying.

When Mr. Khan pleaded
that he only pointed out
about pollution in his neigh-
bourhood and that he was a
differently-abled  person,
Mr. Pachauri said he would
“correct his disability.”

SP (Rural) Sansar Singh
said action will be taken
against the police official.

have been kept out of their
respective State Endowment
Acts and the management of
the said mutts has been vest-
ed with the respective Shan-
karacharyas,” said Pratap Je-
na, State Law Minster, while
tabling the bill.

Mr. Jena said that it was
expedient to amend clause
xiii of Section 3 of the Odisha
Hindu Religious Endow-
ments Act, 1951 (OHRE) to
exclude Govardhan Mutt
and endowments attached
from the definition of reli-
gious institutions.

There are more than

18,000 Hindu public reli-
gious institutions in Odisha
which are governed by the
provisions of the OHRE Act.

The Govardhan Mutt is
one of the oldest mutts of Pu-
ri.

According to the govern-
ment, the position of the
Sankaracharya of the Go-
bardhan Mutt is important
because of his involvement
with the affairs of the Shree
Jagannath Temple.

The Sankaracharya heads
the Mukti Mandap Pandit
Sabha, which renders advic-
es on religious affairs.
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On the edge: Farmers, potters and fishermen displaced by the Sardar Sarovar Dam project

ter level after the monsoon
gave them an opportunity to
cultivate muskmelon and
watermelon on the river
banks around the month of
January. After the water level
rose, this too became impos-
sible.

The government has
opened 32 societies for fish-
ermen in Dhar, Barwani and
Khargone districts, which
share the river’s banks, to
dispel the fears about con-
tractors taking over fishing.

Odisha locals
protest against
steel plant

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Several villagers in Odish-
a’s Jagatsinghpur district
on Saturday demanded
scrapping of an integrated
steel, cement and captive
power plant proposed by
Sajjan Jindal-led JSW Utkal
Steel Limited.

The project is proposed
to come up on land which
was previously acquired
for the steel project of
South Korean steel major
POSCO. After the South Ko-
rean company shelved its
project, the State govern-
ment brought the entire
land parcel under its land
bank scheme.

“This is illegal. The State
government should have
returned the land to peo-
ple as no project could be
set up within five years of
its acquisition. The new
project will jeopardise live-
lihood of locals,” said Man-
orama Khatua, a villager.

Dalit man who was
forced to drink urine dies

Police have arrested four people

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The 37-year-old Dalit man
who was allegedly beaten
and forced to drink urine
succumbed to his injuries
on Saturday, nine days after
the incident in Punjab’s San-
grur district.

Jagmael Singh was under-
going treatment at the Post-
graduate Institute of Medi-
cal Education and Research
in Chandigarh. He is sur-
vived by his wife, two
daughters and a minor son.

Singh is said to have had
an altercation with Rinku
and a few other persons last
month. The victim, in his
complaint, alleged that one
of the accused invited him

to his house, where he was
thrashed by him and three
others on November 7.
When he asked for water, he
was forced to drink urine,
he had said.

The police arrested all
the four accused — Rinku,
Amarjeet Singh, Lucky and
Bita— all hailing from Chan-
galiwala village after the
incident.

Earlier, a case of wrongful
confinement and attempt to
commit culpable homicide
had been registered against
the accused. After Singh’s
death, Section 302 (murder)
of the Indian Penal Code has
been added to the FIR, said
Sangrur’s Senior SP San-
deep Garg.

. WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
© Forecast for Sunday: Moderate to dense fog likely in isolated :
pockets over Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, east Ar-
¢ unachal Pradesh, south Assam and Meghalaya. :

Lty MAX  MIN :

RAIN  MAX  MIN cTy

©Agartala.....eveeee—ee Kozhikode 33.0....25.0 :
: Ahmedabad... ; Kurnool..... ...31.0....23.0 :
¢ Aizawl....... Lucknow... ....29.0....15.0 :
¢ Allahabad.. Madurai.... 0.5...33.0....25.0 :
: Bengaluru . Mangaluru ....37.0....24.0
: Bhopal........... Mumbai.... .33.0....23.0
: Bhubaneswar. Mysuru..... .29.0....21.0
¢ Chandigarh ... New Delhi .29.0....15.0
: Chennai Patna ....... 31.0....17.0
: Coimbatore... Port Blair.. 31.0....25.0
¢ Dehradun.. Puducherry ... 10.2....32.0....23.0
: Gangtok.... Pune..... 31.0....18.0
R CTo - FU Raipur .. 30.0....18.0
: Guwahati .. Ranchi.. 27.0....13.0
¢ Hubballi.... Shillong 22.0....11.0
: Hyderabad Shimla.. 18.0......9.0
: Imphal...... SHNAGAr....eeieeeeie s e =

Jaipur Thiruvananthapuram..
: Kochi Tiruchi..........
: Kohima. . Vijayawada. ...
¢ Kolkata ..o -....31.0....21.0 Visakhapatnam

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

© CITIES S0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
Ahmedabad..... 124 154 46 .118 .116 ...
i Bengaluru...... 13 .79 96 ... — .8 ..m In observation made at
: A _ 4.00 p.m., Kanpur, Uttar :
: Cheqnal. . ..8 1333 .74 ... L desh recorded an overall
Delhi . .20 112 46 .401 . M air quality index (AQl) :
: Hyder: .3 .60 42 .164 . . score of 418 indicating a
: Kolkata.. .9 .66 40 .241 . ... severe level of pollution. In
" Lucknow........ .10 .43 35 .365 ...— ..H  contrast, Eloor, Kerala
| Mumbai.... 11 119 34 181 153 ..M  Loveer gyt AL
D Pune.....ooos .75 .12 57 .139 .110
Visakhapatnam ..9 .48 37 .111 .110

: Air Quality Code: M Poor M Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

¢ and monuments.

NO:2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
¢ reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: €O: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
: critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
. dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced :
¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :
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Delhi has the most
unsafe tap water

Unsate

to drink

Samples from Delhi failed in
19 out of 28 parameters, the
highest among major State
capitals, followed by Kolkata
and Chennai. Parameters in
which the three cities failed
were:

Delhi: Aluminium, Ammonia,
Anionic detergent, Calcium,
Chloride, Coliform, colour,

While it is mandatory for
bottled water manufactur-
ers to meet quality stan-
dards, the BIS standard is
voluntary for the public
agencies which supply and
distribute piped water.

The Ministry is writing to
all State governments to de-
velop a consensus on mak-
ing the standard mandatory.

The BIS standard involves
48 different parameters.
Samples are being tested
under 28 parameters so far,
leaving out parameters re-
lated to radioactive sub-
stances and free residual
chlorine.

Samples are undergoing
physical and organoleptic

E. Coli, Iron, Manga-
nese, Nitrate, Odour,
PH, Phenolic compunds,
Sulphide, TDS, total
alkanity, total hardness,
turbidity

Kolkata: Aluminium,
Barium, Coliform, colour,
E. Coli, Magnesium, TDS,
total alkalinity, total
hardness, turbidity

Chennai:

Ammonia, Boron, Chlo-
ride, Coliform, Flouride,
odour, TDS, total hard-
ness, turbidity

tests (which identify odour,
turbidity and pH levels), as
well as chemical tests and
virological, bacteriological
and biological tests (which
identify harmful organisms
and disease carriers).

So far, only Delhi samples
have been tested under the
final category and have
come out clean in that area.
The capital’s samples also
conformed with parameters
for toxic substances and
pesticide residue. However,
coliform and E.Coli samples
were found in all Delhi sam-
ples, along with excess me-
tals such as aluminium,
manganese, magnesium,
ammonia and iron.

Police advise women
against visiting Sabarimala

Women police officers at
Pampa had, as part of esta-
blished security protocol,
verified the identity proof
submitted by the group.
They found two women
were under the age of 50.
The police apprised them of
the dispute over the matter.

The police later claimed
that the women had “of
their own volition” aban-
doned their plan to trek to

the Sannidhanam, and
there was no compulsion on
the part of the force.

Devaswom Minister Ka-
dakampally Surendran had
on Thursday said it was not
contingent on the govern-
ment to escort women acti-
vists to the Ayyappa temple
unless they arrived with a
warrant for the State’s assis-
tance from the Supreme
Court.

Vallabh to take
on Jharkhand
Chief Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress late on Satur-
day announced spokesper-
son Gourav Vallabh as the
party candidate from Jam-
shedpur East constituency
in the upcoming Jharkhand
Assembly polls.

BJP leader and incum-
bent Chief Minister Raghu-
bar Das has been the sitting
member from Jamshedpur
East, a constituency he has
represented five times.

Mr. Vallabh, who taught
at a prestigious manage-
ment institute in Jamshed-
pur, recently shot to fame
after he challenged BJP
spokesperson, Sambit Pa-
tra, to give the number of
zeros in a trillion.

The TV debate showing
the verbal duel between
the two spokespersons
went viral on social media.

In the Jharkhand As-
sembly polls, the Congress
has tied up with the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
as partner.

The elections to the 81
Assembly seats in the State
will begin on November 30
and voting will take place
in five phases, with the last
phase scheduled for De-
cember 20.

CcM
K

The government had re-
ceived the legal opinion that
the State was under no ju-
ridical requirement to pro-
actively ensure that women
between the age of 10 and
50 worshipped at Sabarima-
la in the wake of the Su-
preme Court’s decision to
form a seven-member con-
stitutional Bench to look in-
to the case further.

State Police Chief Lok-
nath Behera told reporters
that he would seek further
legal clarification from Ad-
vocate General C.P. Sudha-
kar Prasad on the issue.

Meanwhile, the State pol-
ice said they were tracking
the travel plans of women
activists, including that of
Trupti Desai who on Satur-
day reiterated her decision
to pray at Sabarimala on
Sunday.

Talks continue
on Maharashtra
govt. formation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
The stalemate in Maharash-
tra politics continued on Sa-
turday, with the nascent al-
liance of Shiv Sena, Congress
and Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) calling off a
meeting with Governor Bha-
gat Singh Koshyari at the last
minute, ostensibly due to
other commitments.
However, talks between
the three parties over go-
vernment formation conti-
nued. Sources said the three
parties had formalised the
common minimum pro-
gramme, which has been for-
warded to the respective
central leaderships for final
approvals. After approvals, it
would be released to the gen-
eral public for feedback.
Reiterating the party’s de-
mand for the chief ministe-
rial post, Sena leader Sanjay

on Saturday. =ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

Raut said the party remains
confident of installing some-
one to the top post. “Un-
doubtedly, the government
that we are going to form in
Maharashtra will be under
the leadership of a Chief Mi-
nister of Shiv Sena,” he said.

Seating in Parliament

Earlier in the day, the Shiv
Sena was informed that its
MPs — Mr. Raut and Anil De-

Congress to hold mega
rally in Delhi on Nov. 30

Farm distress, unemployment in focus

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress announced
on Saturday that it would
hold a mega rally at the
Ramlila Maidan on Novem-
ber 30 as a culmination of its
State-level agitation against
the policies of the Narendra
Modi-led government at the
Centre.

Earlier, the party had an-
nounced protests across all
districts between November
5 and 15 against the Centre’s
economic policies.

However, following the
Ayodha verdict and the im-
position of Section 144 of
the IPC in some districts,
the party had suspended a
few programmes in some
States.

“Today, we decided that
the agitations at the district
and State levels will be com-
pleted before November
25,7 said Congress general
secretary in charge of organ-
isations K.C. Venugopal.

Culmination of effort
“We have decided to hold a
massive culminating rally
against the anti-people poli-
cies of the Central govern-
ment on November 30 in
Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan. The
meeting has decided to
name it as “Bharat Bachao”
[Save India] rally because
people are suffering very
much,” he said.

The Congress held a
meeting of its general secre-
taries, chiefs of frontal or-

EC to set up TN. Seshan
chair at its institute

Former CEC’s integrity remembered

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In honour of the former
Chief Election Commission-
er T.N. Seshan, who passed
away on November 10, the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) will establish and
fund a chair at the India In-
ternational Institute of De-
mocracy and Election Man-

agement (IIIDEM), CEC
Sunil Arora said on Satur-
day.

Making the announce-
ment during his address at
Ahmedabad’s NIRMA Un-
iversity, Mr. Arora said:
“Shri T.N. Seshan’s endur-
ing contribution to the
cause of probity, transpa-
rency and integrity in va-
rious aspects of the electoral
process in India has made
his name synonymous with
electoral best practices
worldwide. In his memory,
thus, the ECI would esta-
blish the chair.”

The visiting chair on in-
terdisciplinary approach to
electoral studies at the
Centre for Curriculum Deve-
lopment, IIIDEM, from
2020-2025, will be men-
tored by former CEC N. Go-
palaswami, Mr. Arora said.

The programme is target-

T.N. Seshan

ed at young academics with
arecord in electoral studies
and related fields, he said.
The chair will be expected
to curate a national-level se-
minar on aspects of electo-
ral studies and supervise the
design and development of
interdisciplinary modules
for training at IIIDEM. Mr.
Arora said the ECI’'s aim
would be to make the pro-
gramme fully functional by
the next academic session.

Speaking about the ECI’s
efforts, Mr. Arora said the
concept of absentee voters
had recently been adopted
in the electoral process.
“We have a large number of
overseas population and we
need to devise a mechanism
to facilitate their participa-
tion in the electoral pro-
cess,” he said.

K.C. Venugopal

ganisations,  department
heads and State unit chiefs
on Saturday.

“The meeting was called
to discuss the agitation pro-
gramme... against the Cen-
tral government’s anti-peo-
ple policies, especially
economic slowdown, farm-
ers’ distress, huge unem-
ployment and other issues,”
he said.

The Congress leader also
said the party had also dis-
cussed the worrying finding
of the leaked report of the
National Sample Survey Or-
ganization (NSSO) that
pointed to lower consumer
expenditure even on food.

“Just like the unemploy-
ment data, the government
may not release it but the ex-
penditure on food going
down is really alarming,”
said Mr. Venugopal. Asked if
it would be a joint pro-
gramme with other Opposi-
tion parties, Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep Sur-
jewala said “it will be a Con-
gress programme”.

sai — would have to sit with
the oppposition in Parlia-
ment as the party has parted
ways with the ruling NDA
coalition.

Mr. Raut on being asked if
the Shiv Sena would attend
the NDA meeting in Delhi
ahead of the winter session
of Parliament, replied in the
negative. “We will not go,” he
said. “There is a lot of diffe-
rence between the old NDA

and today's NDA. Who is the
convener of NDA today? Ad-
vani ji who was one of its
founders has either left or is
inactive.”

NCP supremo Sharad Pa-
war has convened a meeting
of his party’s core committee
in Pune on Sunday. Mean-
while the BJP concluded a
three-day consultation meet-
ing with newly elected MLAs
at its party office in Dadar.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Nationalist
Congress Party leader
Sharad Pawar are likely to
meet in New Delhi on
Sunday to discuss an
alliance with the Shiv Sena
to form a government in
Maharashtra, sources said.
Sources said the draft
CMP and allocation of

BJP may do horse-trading: Sena

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The Shiv Sena alleged on
Saturday that the BJP now
exuding confidence of
forming government makes
its intention of horse-
trading under the guise of
President’s rule evident.

In its mouthpiece
Saamana, the Sena also hit
out at former Chief Minister

portfolios among the three
parties would be discussed
at the meeting. “Ms. Gandhi
and Mr. Pawar will meet on
Sunday evening to discuss
the issues of government
formation,” an NCP source
said. The NCP wants the
Congress to be part of the
government, rather than
extend support from
outside, to ensure stability,
the sources said.

Devendra Fadnavis over his
remark that the Shiv Sena-
NCP-Congress alliance
won’t last beyond six
months.

It also said that the new
political equation was
giving “stomach ache to
several people”. State BJP
chief Chandrakant Patil had
on Friday said they would
soon form government.

LS Speaker appeals to floor leaders
for smooth functioning of House

Opposition tells the Chair that session should not only be a forum to pass Bills

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the winter session
of Parliament, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla on Satur-
day met the floor leaders of
all the political parties and
asked them to cooperate in
ensuring that the Lower
House functions smoothly.

Leaders of the Opposition
parties said that while they
were ready to ensure smooth
functioning of the House,
the Chair should also make
sure that “the House doesn’t
become a forum only to pass
government Bills, and issues
affecting the common citi-
zens should be allowed to be
raised”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi joined the Speaker and
other Opposition leaders for
an informal interaction over
tea but didn’t attend the for-
mal meeting. Leader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
and DMK’s T.R. Baalu were
among the senior Oppostion
leaders who took part in the
meeting.

“As the House is answera-
ble to the people, I hope par-
ties will raise issues of public
interest. There should be de-
bate in the House, and for
that it should function,” Mr.
Birla told reporters. “All par-
ties have assured me that the
session will be smooth and
will be as fruitful as the first

e

Meet and greet: Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla and leaders of

various parties leaving Parliament House in New Delhi on Saturday. =sanpeep saxena

session of the 17th Lok Sab-
ha,” he added.

In the winter session,
there will be 20 sittings in
which the government plans
to move nearly 40 Bills, in-
cluding pending ones. Pro-
minent bills include the Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill
2019, Data Protection Bill
2019, a Bill to prohibit the
sale of e-cigarettes and the
Juvenile Justice Amendment
Bill.

Opposition leaders are ex-
pected to raise the ground
situation in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) in the three
months after the revoking of

Unrelated case finds mention
in HC order on Chidambaram

Entire paragraphs from a 2017 SC order reproduced

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The facts from an uncon-
nected money-laundering
case seem to have crept into
arecent Delhi High Court or-
der rejecting bail to former
Union Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram in the Enfor-
cement Directorate case re-
garding INX Media.

In three instances, High
Court judge, S.K. Kait repro-
duced paragraphs from a Su-
preme Court order of No-
vember 10, 2017. The
Supreme Court order con-
cerned the rejection of bail
to Delhi lawyer Rohit Tan-
don in a money laundering
case.

Tandon bail case
Entire paragraphs from the
Supreme Court order in the
Tandon bail case can be
found in Justice Kait’s No-
vember 15, 2019, order in the
Chidambaram bail ruling.
One of these instances is a
paragraph which says “it is
alleged that during the pe-
riod from 15.11.2016 to
19.11.2016, huge cash to the
tune of ¥31.75 crore was de-
posited in eight bank ac-
counts in Kotak Mahindra
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Legal tangle: Chidambaram is lii<ely to move the Supreme
Court in appeal against the Delhi HC order.

Bank in the accounts of the
‘Group of Companies’. It
gives details of Demand
Drafts  issued  during
15.11.2016 to 19.11.2016 from
eight bank accounts in the
name of Sunil Kumar, Di-
nesh Kumar, Abhilasha Du-
bey, Madan Kumar, Madan
Saini, Satya Narain Dagdi
and Seema Bai on various
dates. Most of the Demand
Drafts issued have since
been recovered”.

‘Fictitious names’

The seven names mentioned
in the paragraphs are alleg-
edly fictitious.

Mr. Chidambaram is ex-
pected to move the Supreme
Court shortly in appeal
against the Delhi High Court
order.

Tandon, a Delhi based la-
wyer, is accused of supply-
ing huge sums of money
through his associates into
various bank accounts in
Delhi. The conspiracy is al-
leged to have originated
post-demonetisation. Tan-
don was arrested in 2016.

The INX Media case con-
cerns the grant of FIPB ap-
proval in 2007-08 during Mr.
Chidambaram’s tenure as Fi-
nance Minister.

Article 370, the prevention
of MPs from visiting J&K
while allowing a delegation
of the European Union, the
economic slowdown and
price rise of food items.

Discussion needed
“We pointed out to the Chair
how there were no discus-
sions under rule 193 or call-
ing attention motion in the
last session,’said a senior
Opposition leader.
Trinamool leader Sudip
Bandyopadhyay told the
Speaker about the West Ben-
gal Governor running a ‘pa-
rallel administration’ and Ba-

hujan Samaj Party (BSP)
leader Danish Ali wanted Mr.
Birla to immediately allow a
discussion on pollution in
north India.

“We are ready to cooper-
ate in passing Bills but the
Chair should also allow is-
sues related to common citi-
zens to be raised by the Op-
position parties,” Mr. Ali told
The Hindu.

Responding to Opposition
demands, Mr. Birla said, “I
told them that after discuss-
ing these issues in the busi-
ness advisory committee, we
will try to take up as many as
possible.”

AJL-Young Indian share
transfer is corruption: BJP

Congress refrains from commenting

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A day after the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal upheld
the withdrawal of IT ex-
emption to Young Indian,
which has Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and lead-
er Rahul Gandhi as majority
shareholders, the BJP on Sa-
turday termed the transfer
of shares by Associated Jour-
nals Limited (AJL) to Young
Indian as “simply corrup-
tion”.

Addressing a press confe-
rence at the BJP headquar-
ters, Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said the tri-
bunal had held that Young
Indian was not eligible for
IT exemption granted to
charitable organisations.

Loans written off

Observing that the National
Herald newspaper, which
had been started by former
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, had ceased publica-
tion in 2008, Mr. Prasad said
its parent company, AJL,
had been loaned %90 crore
by the Congress. That loan
was written off for 350 lakh
when Young Indian took ov-
er AJL and the two Congress
leaders got majority shares

in Young Indian, Mr. Prasad
asserted.

“The BJP condemns this
palpable, dubious transac-
tion of undue enrichment. It
is simply corruption,” al-
leged Mr. Prasad.

‘Veil lifted’

“Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi should stop talking
about corruption. The veil
has been lifted by the
Court’s decision... I want to
ask both Rahul and Sonia
Gandbhi, will they tell the na-
tion the truth about this en-
tire engagement? Will they
answer the questions of the
people of the country?”
asked the BJP leader.

Reacting to the I-T tribu-
nal’s decision and the BJP’s
comments on it, Congress
spokesperson Randeep Sur-
jewala said: “What is sub
judice need not be com-
mented upon. It may look
like a setback to certain
news channels, but I can as-
sure you the majesty of law
will prevail.”

“The truth, out in the
open, is that Young Indian is
a not-for-profit company
and neither Mr. Modi nor his
cronies can change this in-
alienable truth,” he added.

A ND-NDE
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‘Wasteland conversion threatens livelihoods, ecological balance’

Environmentalists say the idea of a
wasteland is a political construct

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

India’s conversion of more
than 14,000 square km of
‘wasteland’” — mostly dense
scrub, glacial areas, sands or
marshland — into productive
use between 2008-09 and
2015-16, and the govern-
ment’s target to restore 26
million hectares of waste-
land and degraded land by
2030 risks affecting the liveli-
hoods of pastoralists, fisher-
men and nomadic farmers
who are often dependent on
these traditional “commons”
lands, caution environmen-
tal policy researchers and so-
cial activists. These ‘com-
mons’ also act as a buffer
against floods, droughts and
pollution for a wider popula-

tion, they point out.

The Wastelands Atlas, pre-
pared in collaboration with
the National Remote Sensing
Centre and released recently
by the Land Resources De-
partment uses satellite data
to measure the extent of 23
different types of wastelands
and tracks the impact of re-
clamation efforts. While
14,536 sq. km of wasteland
were converted to produc-
tive use, the country saw a
net conversion of 8,404 sq.
km. Over half that land lies in
Rajasthan, where a net
change of 4,803 sq. km was
seen, with large areas of
scrub and sands brought un-
der the plough and convert-
ed to cultivated cropland.
The State also has extensive

Land use

Out of all
wasteland
categories,
dense scrub-
lands and snow-
covered lands
have been most
converted for
productive use
between 2008-
09 and 2015-16

solar parks set up in its was-
telands, thus converting
them to industrial use in the
production of renewable
energy. Uttar Pradesh and Bi-
har also saw high levels of
net conversion.

The government has been
encouraging wasteland con-

Land with
dense scrub

Snow covered/

glacial area

Sands-Semi-stabilised
dunes - height 15-40 m

Under-utilised/
degraded forest

Shifting cultivation
- Current jhum
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version, pointing out that
while India has 18% of the
world’s population, it only
has 2.4% of the land area. “In
order to ensure food securi-
ty, there is an urgent need to
improve the productivity of
existing cultivated lands and
to bring additional land un-

4,000

in sq km

6,000 8,000

Source: Wastelands Atlas 2019

der plough. The wastelands
which are unutilised and
have potential to produce
food grain and provide vege-
tation cover may significant-
ly contribute in this endea-
vour,” the department said
in the Atlas.

In a foreword, Union Mi-

‘Washington is Concemed over J&K

Sustaining shared sense of democratic
values is crucial to India-USS. ties, says
former Deputy Secretary of State

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India must pay attention to
concerns being expressed in
Washington over Jammu and
Kashmir, says  William
Burns, former U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State and now
President of the Carnegie En-
dowment for International
Peace, who has recently
authored a book on Ameri-
can diplomacy.

You write in your book, The
Back Channel, in some detail
about the intense
engagement between India
and the U.S. over the civil
nuclear deal. How would
the relationship compare a
decade later?

M I think both of us — India
and the U.S. — sometimes
suffer from the tyranny of in-
flated expectations. Deals
like the one on civil nuclear
cooperation don’t happen
often, and one can’t get ac-
customed to that in any ma-
jor power relationship.
Those were tough negotia-
tions, but born of a recogni-

Prashant Kishor pulls up TMC
MLASs for not doing enough

He asks them to popularise Mamata’s schemes

tion on both sides, for the
first time, that we shared an
interest in each other’s
success.

Today, I think the chal-
lenge is the day in-day out
challenge of negotiating a
complicated  relationship
with a lot of promise, but its
share of irritants, over trade,
over American policy in Af-
ghanistan for example.

I use the analogy that ma-
naging important power re-
lationships are a lot like rid-
ing a bicycle — if you’re not
peddling forward, it tends to
fall over. I'm not suggesting
we are in danger of falling ov-
er, but we need to keep ped-
dling on both sides.

Does trade matter more
than other issues now? Is
the current impasse on
trade bleeding into other
parts of the relationship?

M [ think inevitably when
you irritate one another on
trade, it does bleed into oth-
er parts of the relationship,
even where we are doing
quite well, like on defence

William Burns

cooperation. It is possible to
manage the differences, and
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal has been in Washing-
ton to talk and I’'m certainly
hopeful we make progress.
Both sides will need to make
difficult choices, and we
each have our own domestic
political realities on dairy,
agriculture etc.

There are now political
issues over the U.S.’s stand
on Jammu and Kashmir.
There have been
statements, and two
Congressional hearings on
the situation there, and
several requests by the U.S.
embassy to travel to
Srinagar have been denied.
Has the mood in
Washington changed over

this issue?

M I think there are concerns
on the Hill (Congress) both
amongst Democrats and Re-
publicans with regard to
Jammu and Kashmir that fo-
cus on two categories.

One, the concerns over
the potential for collisions —
given the history between In-
dia and Pakistan — and se-
cond is a genuine concern
about human rights and civil
liberties issues, whether it is
the suspension of civil liber-
ties, the detention of politi-
cal figures, the information
blackout that existed.

This doesn’t represent
doubts about the larger part-
nership with India, but it
does involve anxieties about
the resilience of an impor-
tant part of that relationship,
which are shared democratic
values.

I'd be quick to add that the
U.S. lives in a glass house
these days, and we aren’t set-
ting a great example on tole-
rance and respect for diversi-
ty, but I do think that a
number of geopolitical is-
sues brought the U.S. and In-
dia together over the last two
decades, and that sense of
shared democratic values is
also important.

We are both societies that,

at our best, draw strengths
from the diversity of our so-
cieties, and we are each
struggling with that. And
that’s why you are hearing
those concerns on Capitol
Hill and it’s worth paying at-
tention to them.

President Trump has
offered not once, but several
times to mediate between
India and Pakistan — an
offer that was clearly
rebuffed in New Delhi. As a
diplomat who has worked
this relationship, what did
you think?

B I've learned over the
course of my work here that
any Indian administration
will contain its enthusiasm
over mediation, particularly
American mediation, and
our agency is limited.

So just throwing off that
idea almost impulsively can
set off all sorts of alarm bells
that don’t do American poli-
cy any good, and also don’t
help prospects for the rela-
tionship between India and
Pakistan.

There are things we can
do quietly in both capitals
that we should focus on. Pre-
sident Trump likes to throw
out ideas like that, but it is an
impractical one in this case.

nister of State in the PMO Ji-
tendra Singh suggested recla-
mation and afforestation
efforts, infrastructure and re-
newable energy projects as
ways to convert wasteland to
productive use, apart from
conversion to cropland.
Apart from government-dri-
ven efforts, simple encroach-
ment by local residents
could also result in conver-
sion of wastelands.
However, such conver-
sions could impact liveli-
hoods. Pastoral communities
depend on common grazing
land, gatherers and nomadic
farmers depend on scrub for-
est and open scrubland for
shifting cultivation, while
fishermen can make a living
off waterlogged and marshy
areas. These areas protect
unique biodiversity resourc-
es, which could be destroyed
when development occurs.

Relief sought
for J&K apple
growers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Hit by unseasonal heavy
snowfall in addition to dis-
ruptions caused by political
turmoil and the shutdown
since August 5, apple grow-
ers in Kashmir are facing a
crisis that must be declared
a national calamity, said a
delegation of farmers
groups that visited the Val-
ley last week. Growers
should be eligible for help
from the National Disaster
Relief Fund, All India Kisan
Sangharsh  Coordination
Committee leaders told re-
porters here on Saturday.
“Shutting down tran-
sportation and imposing
curfews at the apple har-
vesting season was disas-
trous,” said V.M. Singh,
AIKSCC convenor. Tran-
sport costs were almost
doubled and losses were
huge despite a bumper har-
vest. Other crops like pear,
cherry and grapes could
not be marketed either.

“The idea of a wasteland is
itself a political construct,”
said Kanchi Kohli, a senior
researcher at the Centre for
Policy Research. “Many of
these have been common
areas for centuries and to re-
gard them as unproductive is
a problem. When you classi-
fy shifting cultivation or com-
mon grazing lands as waste-
land and try to convert them
into crop land, plantations
or solar parks, it is endorsing
a hierarchical idea of liveli-
hoods. Why is the pastoralist
considered less productive
than the farmer?” she asked.

In southern India, these
areas have traditionally been
called ‘poromboke’ land
which is  communally
owned, cannot be bought,
sold or built on. In Karnata-
ka, the gomal lands are com-
mon grazing areas. In other
regions, village forests and

pastures, or gram panchayat
lands, have played a similar
role from medieval times.

“It was the East India com-
pany that first categorised
these areas as wasteland, as
they produce no tangible re-
venue,” said Nityanand Jaya-
raman, a Chennai-based so-
cial activist. He noted that
Tamil Nadu’s capital city
Chennai had paid a heavy
price for converting waste-
lands such as the Pallikara-
nai marsh or the Ennore
creek backwaters, into in-
dustrial, built-up areas. “The
flooding you have seen in re-
cent seasons happened be-
cause marshland was treated
as waste rather than a valua-
ble buffer. The backwaters
protect inland water resourc-
es from encroaching salinity
and seawater inundation, as
well as storing water for dry
seasons.”

Odisha withdraws
brochure on Gandhiji

His death was termed ‘accidental

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

In the wake of widespread
condemnation from politi-
cal parties, civil society or-
ganisations and intellec-
tuals, the Odisha
government on Saturday ad-
mitted to having committed
a mistake by describing Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s death as ‘ac-
cidental’ in a brochure and
withdrew it.

The two-page Aama Ba-
puji: Eka Jhalaka (‘Our Ba-
puji: A Glimpse’), brought
out by the government on
the occasion of the Mahat-
ma’s 150th birth anniver-
sary, says he died at the Birla
House in New Delhi on Janu-
ary 30, 1948 in ‘accidental
sequence of events’. It was
circulated in schools across
the State.

In a reply in the Legisla-
tive Assembly on Saturday,
School and Mass Education
Minister Sameer Dash said,
“the government had neith-

The brochure was circulated
in schools across Odisha.

er any intention to feed false
information to students nor
any plan to distort facts. The
mistake was unintentional.
We have already withdrawn
the brochure. The person
who had prepared the litera-
ture has been disengaged
from the service. Explana-
tion has been sought from
another two government of-
ficers”. A newly printed cor-
rected brochure would be
distributed among students
within a month and the pre- +
sent copies junked, he said.

BISHWANATH GHOSH

KOLKATA

On November 7, when MPs, MLAs
and functionaries of the Trina-
mool Congress were summoned to
the party headquarters in Kolkata,
they thought they would be at-
tending a routine meeting chaired
by their leader Mamata Banerjee,
the West Bengal Chief Minister.

Only on reaching the venue did
they realise that Prashant Kishor,
the high-profile strategist hired by
the party to boost its prospects in
the 2021 Assembly elections, was
waiting to hand them their report
cards and pull up those who had
been found wanting.

Two meetings were held on that
day. The first, of party leaders be-
longing to the Scheduled Castes
(SC) and Schedules Tribes (ST),
lasted about two hours and was
anchored solely by Mr. Kishor,
with Ms. Banerjee choosing to be a
spectator. The 294-seat West Ben-
gal Assembly has 68 seats reserved
for SCs and 16 for STs, and the par-
ty had fared poorly in these re-
gions in this year Lok Sabha elec-
tion. The second meeting, of the
party’s elected representatives
and office-bearers, lasted nearly
90 minutes and was chaired by
Ms. Banerjee, with Mr. Kishor by
her side.

‘Taken by surprise’
“The MLAs were taken aback that
Prashant Kishor knew exactly
what they had been up to. He
pulled up those who were taking
the directives of the Chief Minister
—such as spending nights in villag-
es — lightly. He also scolded those
who were engaged in self-propa-
ganda rather than promoting Ms.
Banerjee and her welfare
schemes,” a source who was pre-
sent at both the meetings said.
“This was probably the first
time an outsider addressed what
was meant to be a party meeting.

CcM
K

Trinamool Congress strategist
Prashant Kishor

[Mr. Kishor’s] team seemed to
have done their homework metic-
ulously because he had precise in-
formation about the activities of
the MLAs,” the source said, adding
that two Ministers hailing from
north Bengal were particularly
picked out for admonishment.

Mr. Kishor, according to the
source, asked the MLAs to give a
big push to the ‘Didi Ke Bolo
(Reach out to Didi)’ initiative,
which he felt was losing steam be-
cause of the lack of required inter-
est shown by them. He asked them
to popularise her schemes so that
people could distinguish between
the State and Central schemes.
The MLAs, the source said, were
asked to identify people who oth-
erwise worked for the Trinamool
Congress but voted for the BJP
during elections.

Ms. Banerjee, who has been
worried ever since the BJP staged
an impressive performance in the
State in the 2019 elections, also
asked the MLAs to pull up their
socks and warned some of them
that she was giving them one last
chance, the source said. She asked
them — according to the source —
to avoid attacks on individual BJP
leaders and focus on campaigning
against the BJP government’s poli-
cies, such as the proposal for a Na-
tional Register of Citizens in West
Bengal.
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Sri Lankan presidential rivals
welcome record turnout

Both Rajapaksa and Premadasa camps see the high numbers as good augury

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

As voting ended on Saturday,
the rival political camps of
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Sa-
jith Premadasa in Sri Lanka’s
presidential election ap-
peared confident that the
high turnout would push
their candidate past the re-
quired 50% mark. A second
round of counting will be un-
dertaken to tally preference
votes if neither contestant
secures over half the vote
share.

“Going by the high tur-
nout, it looks like there is a
very strong anti-incumbency
sentiment,” said Namal Raja-
paksa, legislator and ne-
phew of Mr. Gotabaya Raja-
paksa. “The fact that the
whole country, including the
north, has voted in large
numbers shows that they all

ELSEWHERE
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Don't recall meeting
Epstein victim: Andrew
NEW YORK

Britain's Prince Andrew has
said he does not remember
meeting Virginia Roberts, one
of disgraced U.S. financier
Jeffrey Epstein's alleged
victims, who claims she was
forced to have sex with the
royal. He has been heavily
criticised over his links to
Epstein. arp

German woman, who
joined IS, held on return
BERLIN

A German woman accused of
joining the Islamic State
group in Syria and marrying
an IS fighter has been
arrested on arrival in
Germany. The woman,
identified only as Nasim A.,
travelled to Syria in 2014 and
married an IS fighter. She was
detained by Kurdish forces
and held in Syria. arp

a1

Future sealed: Election officials brin-ging ballot boxes to the
counting centre in Colombo on Saturday. =reuters

want to be part of this demo-
cratic process. It is a very
healthy sign,” he told The
Hindu.

Cabinet Minister Mano
Ganesan said it was “very en-
couraging” to see the large
number of voters exercising
their franchise.

“Sajith Premadasa is quite
popular in the south and he

has proactively reached out
to the minorities across the
island in his campaign. We
are hopeful that he will win,”
he said.

Mr. Premadasa is banking
heavily on the minority vote,
which is widely expected to
go in his favour, since promi-
nent Tamil (northeast and
hill country) and Muslim

parties have backed him this
election. Moreover, many
Tamils and Muslims are still
fearful of Mr. Rajapaksa,
who is accused of war
crimes — he has denied them
— and is linked to reaction-
ary Sinhala Buddhist groups
that have stoked anti-Muslim
violence in the past.

Boycott call rejected

The high Tamil turnout in
the north and east is also
seen as a rejection of repeat-
ed calls for a boycott from
some political leaders.

“It [turnout] means that
the Tamil voter is very prag-
matic and knows what is
really good for the Tamil pe-
ople in the given context,”
said M.A. Sumanthiran, Jaff-
na district MP and spokes-
man of the Tamil National Al-
liance.

Chinese soldiers help clean

Hong Kong streets after protests

Their presence could stoke further controversy over city’s autonomous status

REUTERS
HONG KONG

China’s People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) soldiers in
shorts and t-shirts made a
surprising appearance in
some Hong Kong streets on
Saturday, briefly helping re-
sidents clean up debris after
anti-government  protests
blocked roads, witnesses
said.

The presence of PLA
troops on the streets, even to
help clean up roads near
their base, could stoke furth-
er controversy over the Chi-
nese-ruled territory’s auto-
nomous status. Saturday’s
clean-up followed some of
the worst violence seen this
year, after a police operation
against protesters at the Chi-
nese University of Hong
Kong on Tuesday.

On Saturday night, police

Face off: Security forces clashing with supporters of Bolivia's former President Evo Morales, who resigned and fled to Mexico, in

Sacaba on Saturday. Interim leader Jeanine Anez has said that Mr. Morales would have to*

"answer to justice" if he returns. =ap

A

Civic role: Personnel from the People's Liberation Army
cleaning up a street in Hong Kong on Saturday. =arp

fired tear gas while protes-
ters threw petrol bombs,
used slingshots, and fired ar-
rows in clashes on streets
outside the Polytechnic
University.

Hong Kong has been
rocked by more than five
months of demonstrations
by protesters angry at per-

ceived Communist Party
meddling in the former Brit-
ish colony, which was gua-
ranteed its freedoms when it
returned to Chinese rule in
1997.

Beijing denies interfering
and has blamed the unrest
on foreign influences.

Earlier, hundreds of pro-

China demonstrators gath-
ered by the city’s legislature
and police headquarters,
waving Chinese and Hong
Kong flags. Some held up
posters reading “Police we
stand with you”, while oth-
ers chanted “Support the
police”.

Pro-China protests have
so far attracted much small-
er numbers than those angry
at Beijing.

The authorities have since
largely stayed away from at
least five university campus-
es that had been barricaded
by thousands of students
and activists who stockpiled
petrol bombs, catapults,
bows and arrows and other
weapons. Many protesters
appeared to have left the
campuses by late Saturday,
though some remained be-
hind to man barricades.

Trump asked about Ukraine
investigations: Embassy staff

He allegedly pressed Sondland to seek Kiev's plan on Biden

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

AU.S. official testified on Fri-
day that he overheard Presi-
dent Donald Trump asking
about “investigations” he
had requested from Ukraine
into domestic political rivals
— placing the American pre-
sident at the centre of an al-
leged conspiracy to extort
Kiev.

David Holmes said he
heard a phone conversation
in a Kiev restaurant in which
Mr. Trump, on the other end
of the line, pressed Washing-
ton’s EU Ambassador Gor-
don Sondland for informa-
tion on Ukrainian plans to
probe former Vice-President
Joe Biden.

Details of the conversa-
tion were included in Mr.
Holmes’s opening statement
to impeachment investiga-

Protests erupt in Iran over petrol price hike, one dead

Demonstrations broke out after govt. announced increase in price by 50% for first 60 litres and 300% for anything above that

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN
One person was killed and
others injured in protests
that spread on Saturday
across Iran after a surprise
decision to impose petrol
price hikes and rationing in
the sanctions-hit country.
The death on Friday oc-
curred in the city of Sirjan,
where protesters tried to set
a fuel depot ablaze but were
thwarted by security forces,
the semi-official ISNA news
agency reported.

SUDOKU

Demonstrations broke out
hours after it was announced
on Friday that the price of
petrol would be increased by
50% for the first 60 litres and
300% for anything above
that each month. The coun-
try also imposed petrol ra-
tioning, saying the move was
aimed at helping needy citi-
zens. The measure was ex-
pected to generate 300 tril-
lion rials ($2.55 billion) per
annum, the authorities said.

“Unfortunately someone
was killed,” Sirjan’s acting
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Governor Mohammad Mah-
moudabadi said, adding it
was still unclear if the civilian
had been “shot or not”.

“Security forces did not
have permission to shoot
and were only allowed to fire
warning shots... which they
did,” he said.

It was a “calm gathering”
exploited by some who “des-
troyed public property, dam-
aged fuel stations and also
wanted to access the oil com-
pany’s main fuel depots and
set fire to them”, he added.

Fresh demonstrations
were held on Saturday.
“Some drivers protested by
turning off their cars and
creating traffic jams,” he
said. Under the scheme, driv-
ers with fuel cards would pay
15,000 rials (13 U.S. cents) a
litre for the first 60 litres of
petrol bought each month,
with each additional litre
costing 30,000 rials.

President Hassan Rouhani
said 75% of Iranians were
“under pressure” and are en-
titled to the extra revenue.

s

People protesting against petrol price hike on a highway in

Tehran, Iran, on Saturday. =RreuTeRrs

Donald Trump

tors, published by CNN.

The revelation casts
doubt on a major plank of
the Republican Party’s de-
fence against allegations that
Mr. Trump led a conspiracy
to seek foreign help in the
2020 U.S. election.

Republicans have stated
that the only direct evidence
is the summary of a single Ju-
ly 25 phone call between Mr.

Trump and his Ukrainian
counterpart Volodymyr Ze-
lensky — which they say ex-
onerates the U.S. leader.

Mr. Holmes, a career di-
plomat, said the Trump-Son-
dland call took place a day
later, suggesting that the
pressure  on  Ukraine
amounted to a concerted ef-
fort rather than just one call.

Mr. Sondland told Mr.
Trump that Ukranian Presi-
dent “loves your ass”, Mr.
Holmes is said to have testi-
fied. “I then heard President
Trump ask, ‘So, he’s gonna
do the investigation?”” Mr.
Holmes testified, adding that
Mr. Sondland replied that
Mr. Zelensky “will do ‘anyth-
ing you ask him to.””

Lawmakers who emerged
from the deposition de-
clined to provide further
details.

Car bomb kills 19 in
northern Syria: monitor

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIRUT
A car bomb killed 19 people,
13 of them civilians, in the
Turkish-controlled town of
Al-Bab in northern Syria on
Saturday, a war monitor
said.

The bomb, which struck
a bus and taxi station in the
town, also wounded 33 peo-
ple, some of them seriously,
the Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights

reported.
Turkey and its Syrian
proxies control several

pockets of territory on the
Syrian side of the border.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for
the bombing but the Obser-
vatory said there had been
persistent security incidents
in the town since its capture
by Turkish troops from the
Islamic State group in Fe-
bruary 2017. The town was
one of the westernmost
strongholds of the jihadists’
self-styled “caliphate”
which was finally eradicated
by US-backed Kurdish forces
in eastern Syria in March.

Obama warns Democratic contenders not to lean too far left

He implicitly targeted Sanders & Warren, who called for a ‘political revolution, saying their ideas may not resonate with voters

LISA LERER
WASHINGTON
Former President Barack
Obama offered an unusual
warning to the Democratic
primary field on Friday even-
ing, cautioning the candi-
dates not to move too far to
the left in their policy propo-
sals, even as he sought to
reassure a party establish-
ment worried about the elec-
toral strength of their histor-
ically large primary field.
Speaking before a room of
wealthy liberal donors, Mr.
Obama urged Democrats to
remember the long, comba-
tive slog of his primary cam-
paign against Hillary Clinton
in 2008, arguing that the 16-
month battle ultimately
made him a stronger general
election candidate.

‘I had a robust primary’

“For those who get stressed
about robust primaries, I just
have to remind you I had a
very robust primary,” he told
the group of donors and or-
ganisational leaders in Wash-

ington. “I'm confident that at
the end of the process we
will have a candidate that has
been tested.”

Yet, he also raised con-
cerns about some of the lib-
eral ideas being promoted by
some candidates, citing
health care and immigration
as issues where the propo-
sals may have gone further
than public opinion.

While Mr. Obama did not
single out any specific prim-
ary candidate or policy pro-
posal, he cautioned that the
universe of voters that could
support a Democratic candi-
date are not driven by the
same views reflected on “cer-
tain left-leaning Twitter
feeds” or “the activist wing
of our party”.

“Even as we push the en-
velope and we are bold in
our vision, we also have to be
rooted in reality,” Mr. Obama
said. “The average American
doesn’t think we have to
completely tear down the
system and remake it.”

The comments marked an

Reality check: Former U.S. President Barack Obama speaking
at the Obama Foundation Summit in Chicago. =arp/FiLE

extraordinary entrance into
the primary contest by the
former President, who has
been careful to avoid even
the appearance of influenc-
ing the direction of the race.

His remarks offered an im-
plicit critique of Senators
Bernie Sanders and Eliza-
beth Warren, who have
urged voters to embrace
“political revolution” and
“big, structural change,” as
well as proposals once wide-

ly considered to be left to the
liberal fringes of the party,
including court packing and
decriminalising illegal bor-
der crossings.

Even as Mr. Obama has at-
tempted to stay out of the
race, the primary candidates
have engaged in a heated dis-
cussion over his legacy, de-
bating whether to stick with
Mr. Obama’s architecture for
health care policy or to pur-
sue a single-payer system

and offering flashes of direct
criticism over his record on
immigration. At the same
time, former Vice-President
Joe Biden has made his
strong support for Mr. Oba-
ma and his accomplishments
a hallmark of his candidacy.

‘Don’t push too far’
Acknowledging that candi-
dates must “push past” his
achievements, Mr. Obama
urged his party’s candidates
not to push too far. “I don’t
think we should be deluded
into thinking that the resis-
tance to certain approaches
to things is simply because
voters haven’t heard a bold
enough proposal and if they
hear something as bold as
possible then immediately
that’s going to activate
them,” he said.

The fact that Mr. Obama
offered his reassurances at
the annual meeting of the
Democracy Alliance — a club
of wealthy liberals who do-
nate hundreds of thousands
of dollars a year to recom-

mended political organisa-
tions — only underscored the
intended audience of his
message. In recent weeks,
establishment-aligned De-
mocrats, top donors and
some strategists have ex-
pressed fears that the party
lacks a strong enough candi-
date to defeat President Do-
nald Trump.

Their concerns have
prompted the late emer-
gence of two experienced
candidates, Deval Patrick,
the former Governor of Mas-
sachusetts and a close friend
of Mr. Obama, and Michael
R. Bloomberg, both of whom
entered the field after nine
candidates had already
dropped out.

Those worries are not ne-
cessarily shared by voters in
early states.

“If you talk to the voters
they don’t feel the need for
another candidate,” said
Kathy Sullivan, the former
chairwoman of the Demo-
cratic Party in New Hamp-
shire. NY TIMES
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Governance key concern for PSBs: Das

Lack of corporate governance has led to high bad loans, capital shortfalls, frauds, says RBI Governor

T
FM holds meeting on
GST simplification
NEW DELHI
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday held
a meeting with chartered
accountants, traders and
other stakeholders as part of
efforts to further simplify
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
forms and make the filling
process more user friendly.
To highlight the problems
faced by GST filers, the
stakeholders attempted to
file specific returns on a
real-time basis in the meeting
and tried to show where they
were facing difficulties. p1i

Vodafone Idea plans to
monetise data centres
NEW DELHI

Vodafone Idea said it was
exploring the monetisation
of data centres as part of its
debt reduction plans. Apart
from data centres, Vodafone
Idea is planning to monetise
its 11.15% stake in Indus
Towers on completion of the
Indus Towers-Bharti Infratel
merger, and is also exploring
monetisation of nearly 1.6
lakh km of fibre. "We believe
this will provide us financial
flexibility," Vodafone Idea
MD & CEO Ravinder Takkar
said. pmi

SPIC net rises 9.86%
despite drop in revenue
CHENNAI

Southern Petrochemicals
Industries Corp. Ltd. (SPIC)
has posted a 9.86%
increase in standalone net
profit for the second quarter
ended September 2019 to
%12.70 crore. Revenue
dropped by 28.05% to
¥627.63 crore due to
sluggish market conditions.
"I am confident that our
performance will pick up
pace in the ensuing
quarters," said Ashwin
Muthiah, chairman, SPIC.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das
on Saturday said corporate
governance remained the
central concern of public
sector banks, the lack of
which was responsible for
problems such as high bad
loans, capital shortfalls and
frauds.

Speaking at the first An-
nual Economics Conference
of Amrut Mody School of
Management, Ahmedabad
University, Mr. Das termed
corporate governance in pu-
blic sector banks ‘the ele-
phant in the room’ and said,
“The role of independent
boards in fostering a com-
pliance culture by establish-
ing the proper systems of
control, audit and distinct re-
porting of business and risk

-
1 u 4

= Mergers of public
sector banks need to
be executed without
any disruption

= Gavernance
issues in private
lenders stem from
concerns mainly
related to incentive
structure of their
managements,
quality of audits,
compliance

management has been found
wanting in some PSBs, lead-
ing to build-up of NPAs.”

On the issue of merger of
PSBs, he cautioned that the
process needed to be execut-
ed without any disruption.

“I must, however, hasten
to add that the merger pro-
cess has to be executed with-
out creating any disruption

Godrej Locks eyes global

expansion, export growth

Digital locks share in product mix rises

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

Godrej Locks, a business un-
it of Godrej & Boyce Mfg. Co.
Ltd., is eyeing double-digit
growth this year and hopes
to continue the growth
momentum.

The company is also plan-
ning to sharply enhance its
exports business, a top ex-
ecutive said.

“We are driving interna-
tional business very muscu-
larly. We have a good foot-
print today with [presence]
in, in and around India, the
SAARC countries, the Mid-
dle East and the entire sub-
Saharan Africa. There are
plans to get into more and
more countries,” Shyam
Motwani, executive VP and
business head, Godrej

CESC calls off demerger
of power business

State regulator refuses nod for recast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

CESC Ltd., the flagship com-
pany of the RP-SG Group,
has called off its proposal on
the demerger of its power
business.

The group’s power busi-
ness comprises thermal
power plants in West Bengal
and Maharashtra, renewa-
ble power plants in Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh, and
power distribution franchi-
sees in Rajasthan and Maha-
rashtra. It will make “neces-
sary application to the
Kolkata Bench of the Nation-
al Company Law Tribunal in
this regard,” the company
said in a regulatory filing.

The demerger of the pow-
er business was part of a
composite scheme of arran-
gement among CESC and 9
other firms.

The scheme was made ef-
fective from October 2017,
barring the part on the de-
merger of the generation
undertaking into Haldia
Energy Ltd., a wholly
owned subsidiary.

The CESC board at its
meeting decided “it would
be prudent and in the best
interest of the company, its
shareholders and other sta-
keholders to no longer pur-
sue the said demerger,” the
company said. The Compo-
site Scheme of Arrangement
created new firms out of
CESC’s retail business, its
FMCG and ITES businesses.

Its generation and distri-
bution businesses were to
be segregated under the
CESC demerger scheme.
The West Bengal power reg-
ulator’s nod was not availa-
ble for this part of the recast
proposal.

Locks, said in an interview.

The firm now exports to
over 27 countries. “Current-
ly, 3-4% of the revenue
comes from exports and our
plan is to take it to 25% of
our revenues,” he said.

He said the company is
aiming to cater to the re-
quirements of the Indian
diaspora living all over the
world and who understand
and know the brand well.

“Over time, we will im-
prove the share of interna-
tional revenue and take it to
the desired aspiration of
25% of total revenue.”

The company is also rais-
ing the share of digital locks
in the product mix. From
FYI15 to FY19, its digital door
locks segment grew at a
CAGR of 13%.

in the normal functioning of
these banks,” he said.

The government had ear-
lier announced the merger
of 10 public sector banks into
four, and the process is ex-
pected to completed by
March 2020.

The RBI Governor said go-
vernance issues in private
sector banks originated from

an altogether different set of
concerns, which were main-
ly related to the incentive
structure of their manage-
ments, quality of audits and
compliance, and functioning
of audit and risk manage-
ment committees.

‘IBC a game changer’

On resolution of stressed as-
sets, Mr. Das said despite de-
lays in resolution in the
bankruptcy process, the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code, 2016 had been a game
changer.

“I am optimistic that these
are teething problems in a
new law. The real impact of
the IBC is to be seen in fresh
cases where I expect the law
to provide an efficient ave-
nue to effect a resolution.,”
he said. In this context, he
said various efforts towards

resolution of stressed assets
had resulted in non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs) of the bank-
ing system declining for the
first time in March 2019 after
a gap of seven years.

“Fresh slippages declined
and the system-level provi-
sion coverage ratio jumped
to 60.5% from 48.3% a year
ago,” he said, adding that the
capital adequacy ratio of the
banking system had in-
creased to 14.3%, much high-
er than the Basel norms,
which was also due to recap-
italisation of PSBs to the tune
of 2.9 lakh crore in the re-
cent period.

The RBI Governor also
highlighted the steps taken
over the years leading to the
digital payments-to-GDP ra-
tio rising to 8.6% at end-
March 2019, from 6.7% at
end-March 2016.

Anil Ambani exits RCom board

Four others too resign; firm records Q2 loss of 330,142 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Reliance Group chairman
Anil Ambani on Friday re-
signed as the director of the
bankrupt Reliance Commu-
nications (RCom). This fol-
lows the company's report-
ed consolidated loss of
330,142 crore, the second
highest in corporate India af-
ter Vodafone Idea, whose
quarterly financials came
out on Thursday.

Chhaya Virani, Ryna Kara-
ni, Manjari Kacker and Su-
resh Rangachar have also re-
signed as directors, the
company said in a filing with
the BSE on Saturday.

The company recorded a
humongous loss of 330,142
crore after provisioning for
statutory licence fee and
spectrum usage dues, fol-
lowing the recent Supreme

Hind Rectifiers to focus on
opportunities in metro rail

Bets on electric locomotives for IR

LALATENDU MISHRA

MUMBAI

Hind Rectifiers Ltd., which
manufactures a range of
products for the Indian Rail-
ways and for industrial ap-
plications, is gearing up to
develop new products and
tap opportunities in emerg-
ing areas of metro rail and
the overall mobility space,
its CEO Suramya Nevatia
said in an interview.

The company, which pro-
duces converters, control
electronics, transformers,
rectifiers, inverters and se-
mi conductor devices, has
lined up a new range of pro-
ducts through enhanced fo-
cus on Research & Develop-
ment (R&D).

“Our main focus is Indian
Railways. We want to deve-
lop technology which is
more efficient, low cost and
durable, which we can pro-

vide to Indian Railways.
Through emphasis on R&D
we want to be a technology
company that does manu-
facturing,” he said.

“Emerging areas for us is
electric locomotives; Indian
Railways is planning to in-
crease the number of units
from 650 to around 1,000
every year.” Apart from this,
they are planning to acquire
about 4,000 more passen-
ger coaches, which is a big
opportunity, he said.

Besides, the firm is look-
ing for large orders from the
upcoming metro rail pro-
jects in the country. “The
biggest opportunity for us is
the Mumbai Metro. Apart
from that, we are also look-
ing at EMUs and mono rail,”
Mr. Nevatia said. The com-
pany is also in the process of
designing chargers for elec-
tric vehicles.

Wildcraft to make rucksacks for Army

It will supply 1.8 lakh units of 90-litre bags that can carry supplies for 30 days

MINI TEJASWI
BENGALURU
For the first time in the his-
tory of the Indian Army, a
third-party firm will make
rucksacks for its jawans.
The private outdoor gear
firm Wildcraft India has
bagged an order from the
Ministry of Defence to de-
sign, develop and deliver
1.8 lakh units of 90-litre
rucksacks equipped to car-
ry supplies for 30 days.
“Our R&D has been ac-
credited by the Ministry of
Defence. All trials and final
sampling of the product are
over and the Ministry has
given the go-ahead for pro-
duction of rucksacks,” said
Gaurav Dublish, co-foun-
der of Wildcraft.
Production of the gadget
that comes with high tech-
nical specifications will be-

gin soon and delivery will
be completed in 12 months.
Siddharth Sood, also co-
founder of Wildcraft India,
said this work order came
through a commercial ten-
der and the company
would design the rucksack
as per the specifications gi-
ven by the Army and
the product will be
proprietary to the
Indian Army.
Wildcraft is ex-
pecting  more
such orders from
the Ministry on
behalf of the Ar-
my, which has
more than 1.4
million jawans.
This is a ‘hea-
vily-engineered’
accessory meant
for jawans, who are
exposed to extreme envi-

ronments and climatic con-
ditions. These high torso
bags will be made out of
high grade nylon and will
have high resistance to
abrasion. They come with a
lightweight alloy back

= This is the first time that

a third-party company

will make rucksacks
for jawans

= These bags are
made using high
grade nylon and
will be resistant
to abrasion

= They come with
a lightweight
alloy back frame
so that they
comfortably stay
on the back of
soldiers even after
they are mounted
with armament

frame so that they comfor-
tably stay on the back of
soldiers even after they are
mounted with armament.

The Indian Ordnance
Factories, an industrial or-
ganisation under the De-
partment of Defence, cur-
rently makes such bags for
the Army.

%1,000-cr in revenue
Wildcraft, which specialis-
es in outdoor gear, clothing
and footwear, said that in a
couple of years, it would be
a R1,000-crore revenue
firm, up from 630 crore
currently.

It had raised $11 million
from Sequoia Capital for a
20% stake in 2013. Myntra
and its parent firm Flipkart
have also taken minority
stake in Wildcraft for an un-
disclosed sum.

Anil Ambani

Court order favouring the
Telecom Department on cal-
culation of adjusted gross re-
venues. This compares with
a profit of 1,141 crore a year
earlier.

“The resignation of Mani-
kantan V. and appointment
of D. Vishwanath as execu-
tive director and chief finan-
cial officer have been put up
to the Committee of Credi-

tors [COC] for their appro-
val... Since the company is
under CIRP [Corporate In-
solvency Resolution Pro-
cess], the above resignations
are being put before the COC
members for their consider-
ation,” said the statement.

RCom had filed for insol-
vency and owes 347,000
crore to financial creditors.

Last month, the compa-
ny’s chief financial officer
Manikantan V. had tendered
his resignation.

RCom had provisioned
25,588 crore for liability on
account of licence and spec-
trum fee, leading to the mas-
sive loss. Industry biggie
Bharti Airtel also reported a
loss of over 323,000 crore
due to similar provisions.

RCom’s revenue from op-
erations in the second quar-
ter fell by 70% to X302 crore.

Onaroll

Source: BSE

While the Sensex has risen nearly 12% so far in 2019, stocks
of most listed insurance firms have outperformed the
benchmark by a wide margin and have zoomed 50-70%

hare price as on (in ¥)

S|
Name blEeEilol e Nov.15, 2019

h change

ICICI Prudential Life 323.90 522.00 61.16
ICICI Lombard GI 865.70 1,379.15 59.31
SBI Life Insurance 596.45 1,002.10 68.01
GIC 258.80 258.00 (0.31)
HDFC Life Insurance 387.55 577.65 49.05
Sensex (Points) 36,068.33 | 40,356.69 11.89

[nsurance stocks shine

in financial sector
SBI Life Insurance surges 68% in 2019

ASHISH RUKHAIYAR

MUMBAI

A strong growth in new busi-
ness, strong distribution
franchise and a sustained
shift towards high-margin
segments have made listed
insurance companies the
green shoots in the other-
wise battered financials
space, where banks and
non-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs) are witness-
ing extreme volatility with a
downward bias.

In 2019, while the Sensex
has risen nearly 12%, stocks
of most listed insurance
firms have outperformed
the benchmark by a wide
margin and have surged bet-
ween 50% and 70% .

SBI Life Insurance has
been the best performer
with its shares gaining 68%
in 2019 till date. The stock
surged from ¥596.45 in De-
cember 2018 to the current
market price of 1,002.10.

ICICI Prudential Life Insu-
rance has also gained more
than 60% in 2019.

Sharp re-rating

Morgan Stanley, in a report
released on Thursday, said
that stocks of insurance
players have re-rated sharp-
ly due to strong new busi-
ness growth and continued
diversification of earnings

towards protection and an-
nuity products. “Insurers’
increased focus on tradi-
tional non-par savings pro-
ducts (annuities/guaranteed
savings) along with protec-
tion has helped drive strong
value-of-new-business
(VNB) growth even as ULIP
(unit linked insurance plan)
premium growth moderat-
ed,” it said.

“We believe the mix shift
towards higher-margin seg-
ments is in early stages and
will continue to drive strong
VNB growth over the medi-
um term, even as lower in-
terest rates moderate the
pace of sales of annuities/
guaranteed interest rate
products,” it added.

The global financial ma-
jor believes that life insu-
rance players have “strong
distribution franchises,
good cost and persistency
metrics, and are well placed
to gain market share.”

Morgan Stanley, however,
added that the recent surge
in stock prices has stretched
the valuations “above mean
levels” that could imply “li-
mited upside” in the near
term. General Insurance
Corporation has been a lag-
gard among listed insurance
firms in 2019, though it
touched its 52-week high of
¥333.85 on October 31.
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What does the Places of Worship Act protect?

Why was it enacted in 19917 What
was the cut-off date? Why was the
Ayodhya site left out of its ambit?

ﬁ After independence, we have
set about healing the wounds

of the past and endeavoured
to restore our traditions of
communal amity and goodwill
to their past glory. By and large,
we have succeeded, although
there have been, it
must be admitted,
some unfortunate

setbacks
S.B. CHAVAN
Home Minister of the day,
in Lok Sabha in Sept. 1991

Shared spaces

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad and other Hindu groups have in the past laid
claim to Shahi Idgah, located adjacent to Krishna Janmabhoomi Temple in
Mathura, and Gyanvapi Mosque, next to Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi

K. VENKATARAMANAN

The story so far: When the Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi dispute was at its height, in the early
1990s, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and other Hindu
organisations also laid claim to two other mosques — the
Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi and the Shahi Idgah in
Mathura. Although the radicals in the Hindu camp often
spoke of reclaiming 3,000 mosques across the country,
they threatened to start agitations only in respect to these
two places of worship. In this backdrop, the P.V.
Narasimha Rao government enacted, in September 1991,
a special law to freeze the status of places of worship as
they were on August 15, 1947. The law kept the disputed
structure at Ayodhya out of its purview, mainly because it
was the subject of prolonged litigation. It was also aimed
at providing scope for a possible negotiated settlement.

Krishna
Temple, left,
and Shahi
Idgah,right,
exist side
by side.
Security
camps were
added fol-
hc’e‘?l’q'ro'ﬂttigﬁ (’ In providing a guarantee

¥ of Babri for the preservation of the
religious character of places of
public worship as they existed on
15 August, 1947, and against the
conversion of places of public
worship, Parliament determined
that independence from colonial
rule furnishes a constitutional basis
for healing the injustices of the
past by providing the confidence
to every religious community

that their places of

worship will be
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Fixing a minimum wage

Why is it necessary? How will the
provisions of the Code on Wages,
2019, be implemented?

Vishwanath
Temple, left,
and Gyanvapi
Mosque, right,
taken in 2012.
Last October,
. part of the
wall separating

What is the objective of the Act?

The aim of the Act was to freeze the status of any place of
worship as it existed on August 15, 1947. It was also to
provide for the maintenance of the religious character of
such a place of worship as on that day. It was intended to
pre-empt new claims by any group about the past status

SURESH SESHADRI

The story so far: On August 8, the President gave his
assent to the Code on Wages, 2019, that had earlier been

approved by Parliament. The Code, which replaces four
laws — the Payment of Wages Act, 1936; the Minimum
Wages Act, 1948; the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965; and
the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 — seeks to regulate
wages and bonuses for all workers employed by any
industry, trade, business or manufacturer. While the
Code is now law, the Ministry of Labour and
Employment on November 1 published the draft rules for
implementing the provisions and sought comments from
stakeholders until December 1. Following the
consultation, the Centre will notify the rules that will
create the mechanisms to fix a floor wage that would
then undergird the minimum wages for different
categories of workers — unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled
and highly skilled — that the States and Central
government would have to set and enforce.

Why is the Code significant?

Minimum wages are accepted globally to be a vital means
to both combating poverty and, equally crucially,
ensuring the vibrancy of any economy. In the aftermath
of the 2008 global financial crisis and the erosion of
purchasing power worldwide, the International Labour
Conference’s Global Jobs Pact of 2009 identified “the
regular adjustment of wages, in consultation with the
social partners” as a means of reducing inequality,
increasing demand and contributing to economic
stability.

The Code acknowledges that the aim in setting the
floor wage is to ensure “minimum living standards” for
workers and the draft rules incorporate criteria declared
in a landmark judgment of the Supreme Court in 1992 as
well as recommendations of the 15th Indian Labour
Conference. These include the net calorific needs for a
working class family
(defined as the earning
worker, spouse and two
children or the equivalent
of three adult
consumption units) set at
2,700 calories per day per
consumption unit, their
annual clothing

An expert committee
constituted by the
Labour Ministry has
recommended that a
‘need based national
minimum wage for
India’ ought to be

fixed at ¥375 per day requirements at 66 metres
(39,750 per month) per family, house rent

i P expenses assumed at 10%
|

of food and clothing
expenditure, as well as
expenses on children’s education, medical needs,
recreation and contingencies.

The rules, similarly, cover almost the entire gamut of
wage-related norms including the number of hours of
work that would constitute a normal working day (set at
nine hours), time interval for revision of dearness
allowance, night shifts and overtime and criteria for
making deductions. A separate chapter of the draft rules
also deals with the payment of bonus while another lays
down the guidelines for the formation of the Central
Advisory Board as well as its functioning.

How will it impact the economy?

A lot will depend on the final floor wage or wages (there
could be different floor wages for different geographical
areas) that the Centre will choose to set based on its
consultations with the Board as well as any State
governments it opts to consult with. While a national
minimum wage of 176 per day had been recommended
in 2017, an expert committee constituted by the Labour
Ministry had in February this year recommended that a
“need based national minimum wage for India” ought to
be fixed at ¥375 per day (39,750 per month). Additionally,
the committee had mooted payment of a city
compensatory allowance averaging up to 355 per day for
urban workers. Earlier, in 2015, the Seventh Central Pay
Commission had recommended setting the minimum
pay for government employees at 318,000 per month.
And just last month, the Delhi government set a
minimum wage of ¥14,842 per month for unskilled
workers after the Supreme Court ruled in favour of the
local government, brushing aside the objections raised
by a plethora of employers’ associations.

The Finance Ministry’s Economic Survey, in July, had
in a chapter titled ‘Redesigning a Minimum Wage System
in India for Inclusive Growth’ stressed the importance of
establishing an effective minimum wage system. Such a
statutory national minimum wage would have multiple
impacts including helping lift wage levels and reducing
wage inequality, thus furthering inclusive growth,
according to the survey. For India to reap the much
touted ‘demographic dividend’, robust wage expansion
would ultimately be essential to help buoy consumption-
led economic growth.

What lies ahead?

Trade unions, including the RSS-affiliated Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) and the All India Trade Union
Congress (AITUC), have voiced their reservations with
multiple aspects of the Code and plan to submit detailed
feedback. The points of contention include the nine-hour
working day definition, a lack of clarity in the rules on
scope for upgradation of workers’ skill category and the
lack of representation for trade unions in the wage
fixation committee. The ultimate success of the Code will
be determined by the extent to which the minimum
wage set is both fair and actually implemented so as to
benefit the millions of workers in the unorganised
sectors of the economy.

CM
K

of any place of worship and attempts to reclaim the
structures or the land on which they stood. It was hoped
that the legislation would help the preservation of
communal harmony in the long run.

“We see this Bill as a measure to provide and develop
our glorious traditions of love, peace and harmony,” the
then-Home Minister, S.B. Chavan, said in the Lok Sabha
on September 10, 1991. “The country’s tradition of amity
and harmony came under severe strain during the pre-
Independence period. After Independence, we have set
about healing the wounds of the past and endeavoured to
restore our traditions of communal amity and goodwill to
their past glory,” he said. The Congress had promised
such legislation in its manifesto for the 1991 Lok Sabha
election. The President’s address to Parliament also
contained a reference to it.

What are its main features?

The Act declares that the religious character of a place of
worship shall continue to be the same as it was on August
15, 1947. It says no person shall convert any place of
worship of any religious denomination into one of a
different denomination or section. It declares that all
suits, appeals or any other proceedings regarding
converting the character of a place of worship, which are
pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947,
will abate as soon as the law comes into force. No further
legal proceedings can be instituted.

However, there is an exception to the bar on instituting
fresh proceedings with regard to suits that related to
conversion of status that happened after August 15, 1947.
This saves legal proceedings, suits and appeals regarding
change of status that took place after the cut-off date.
These provisions will not apply to ancient and historical
monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are
covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act, 1958; a suit that has been finally
settled or disposed of; and any dispute that has been
settled by the parties or conversion of any place that took
place by acquiescence before the Act commenced. The
Act does not apply to the place of worship commonly
referred to as Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid in
Ayodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any
other law in force, it said.

Is there any penal provision in the Act?
Anyone who defies the bar on conversion of the status of

a place of worship is liable to be prosecuted. The Act
provides for imprisonment up to three years and a fine
for anyone contravening the prohibition. Those abetting
or participating in a criminal conspiracy to commit this
offence will also be punished to the same extent, even if
the offence is not committed in consequence of such
abetment or as part of the conspiracy.

How did the Opposition react to the law then?

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) registered its strong
opposition to the enactment. The BJP leadership
denounced the Bill as another example of the “pseudo-
secularism” being
practised in the country.
It saw in it an intention to
appease the minorities.
In Parliament, the BJP
also questioned
Parliament’s legislative
competence to enact the
law as it pertained to
places of pilgrimages or
burial grounds, which
were under the State List.
However, the Union
government said it could make use of its residuary power
under Entry 97 of the Union List to enact this law.

The objective of the
Act was to freeze the
status of any place of
worship as it existed on
August 15,1947, and
maintain its character
as on that day.
I

Did the Supreme Court refer to this Act in its
Ayodhya judgment?

In its verdict, the Supreme Court commended the
enactment as one that preserved the constitutional value
of secularism by not permitting the status of a place of
worship to be changed. The state has, by enacting the
law, enforced a constitutional commitment and
operationalised its constitutional obligations to uphold
the equality of all religions and secularism, which is a
part of the basic features of the Constitution. It said the
Places of Worship Act “imposes a non-derogable
obligation towards enforcing our commitment to
secularism.” The court observed that “non-retrogression

4| the two was
demolished by
" agovernment
L contractor

preserved and that
their character will
not be altered
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

is a foundational feature of the fundamental
constitutional principles, of which secularism is a core
component.”

It took note of attempts to change the character of
places of worship by people taking law into their own
hands, citing historical events. “Historical wrongs cannot
be remedied by the people taking the law in their own
hands. In preserving the character of places of public
worship, Parliament has mandated in no uncertain terms
that history and its wrongs shall not be used as
instruments to oppress the present and the future,” it
observed.

Was there a reference to this Act in the Allahabad
High Court judgment on Ayodhya in 2010?

Justice Dharam Veer Sharma, one of the three judges on
the Bench that decided the Ayodhya case in the High
Court, referred to it with the following observation: “The
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 does not
debar those cases where declaration is sought for a
period prior to the Act came into force or for
enforcement of right which was recognized before
coming into force of the Act.”

However, the Supreme Court criticised this view,
saying it was contrary to the scheme of the law. The
conclusion of Justice Sharma is directly contrary to
Section 4(2) of the Act, it noted, and rejected it as
“erroneous.”

What is the present status of Gyanvapi and Idgah?
A district court in Varanasi had entertained a civil suit by
a temple trust claiming the site of the Gyanvapi Mosque
in the holy city, but the order has been challenged in the
Allahabad High Court, citing the statutory bar on such
suits that seek to alter the places of worship. The matter
is still pending.

The Shahi Idgah in proximity to the Krishna temple in
Mathura is the subject of an agreement between the
Krishna Janmabhumi Sanstha and the Idgah Committee,
under which the land belongs to the former and the
management is with the latter.

What are the surveillance laws in India?

After the WhatsApp breach, what should the way forward be and why is a data protection law not in place?

JAYANT SRIRAM

The story so far: On October 30, many publications
reported that phones of several dozen Indian journalists,
lawyers and human rights activists had been
compromised using an invasive Israeli-developed
malware called Pegasus. Messaging platform WhatsApp,
through which the malware was disseminated, has
reported that 121 individuals were targeted in India alone.
A lawsuit was filed against Israeli cyberintelligence firm
NSO by WhatsApp and its parent company Facebook in a
U.S. court in California on October 29, accusing it of using
their messaging platform to despatch Pegasus for
surveillance to approximately 1,400 mobile phones and
devices worldwide. The NSO claims that it only sells the
software to governments but the Indian government has
denied purchasing it and has asked WhatsApp to explain
the security breach.

Is surveillance of this kind illegal in India?

Yes. First, it’s important to explain that there are legal
routes to surveillance that can be conducted by the
government. The laws governing this are the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885, which deals with interception of
calls, and the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000,
which deals with interception of data. Under both laws,
only the government, under certain circumstances, is
permitted to conduct surveillance, and not private actors.
Moreover, hacking is expressly prohibited under the IT
Act. Section 43 and Section 66 of the IT Act cover the civil
and criminal offences of data theft and hacking
respectively. Section 66B covers punishment for
dishonestly receiving stolen computer resource or
communication. The punishment includes imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three years.

How broad are the laws regarding legal
surveillance?

The framework for understanding the checks and
balances built into these laws dates back to 1996. In 1996,
the Supreme Court noted that there was a lack of
procedural safeguards in the Indian Telegraph Act. It laid
down some guidelines that were later codified into rules
in 2007. This included a specific rule that orders on
interceptions of communication should only be issued by
the Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs.

These rules were partly reflected in the IT (Procedures
and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and
Decryption of Information) Rules framed in 2009 under
the IT Act. The rules state that only the competent
authority can issue an order for the interception,
monitoring or decryption of any information generated,
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transmitted, received or stored in any computer resource
(mobile phones would count). The competent authority is
once again the Union Home Secretary or State Secretaries
in charge of the Home Departments.

In December 2018, the Central government created a
furore when it authorised 10 Central agencies to conduct
surveillance — the Intelligence Bureau, the Central Bureau
of Investigation, the National Investigation Agency, the
Research & Analysis Wing, the Directorate of Signal
Intelligence, the Narcotics Control Bureau, the
Enforcement Directorate, the Central Board of Direct
Taxes, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence and the
Delhi Police Commissioner. In the face of criticism that it
was building a ‘surveillance state’, the government
countered that it was building upon the rules laid down in
2009 and the agencies would still need approval from a
competent authority, usually the Union Home Secretary.
The 2018 action of the Union government has been
challenged in the Supreme Court.

What about the Supreme Court verdict on privacy?
The Supreme Court in a landmark decision in August,
2017 (Justice K. S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. vs Union
Of India And Others) unanimously upheld right to
privacy as a fundamental right under Articles 14, 19 and 21
of the Constitution. It is a building block and an
important component of the legal battles that are to come
over the state’s ability to conduct surveillance. But as yet
a grey area remains between privacy and the state’s
requirements for security.

In the same year, the government also constituted a
Data Protection Committee under retired Justice B.N.
Srikrishna. It held public hearings across India and

submitted a draft data protection law in 2018 which
Parliament is yet to enact. Experts have pointed out,
however, that the draft law does not deal adequately with
surveillance reform.

Do other countries have stricter laws against
surveillance?

This continues to be a grey area around the world. Take
the U.S. for example.
Electronic surveillance is
considered a search under
the Fourth Amendment
which protects individuals
from unreasonable search
and seizure. Thus the
government has to obtain a
warrant from a court in
each case and crucially,
establish probable cause to
believe a search is justified.
It also has to provide a
specific time period under
which the surveillance is to
be conducted and to
describe in particularity the conversation that is to be
intercepted. There are very few exceptions, or exigent
circumstances under which the government may proceed
without a warrant.

After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, the USA PATRIOT
(Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing
Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct
Terrorism) Act was passed. Under certain provisions in
this Act, the U.S. government used phone companies to
collect information on millions of citizens and these were
part of revelations made by the whistleblower Edward
Snowden in 2013. Many aspects of the PATRIOT Act,
particularly those involving surveillance, were to lapse
after a certain time period but they were re-authorised by
Congress. It’s an issue the U.S. still struggles with and
several rights groups argue that the Act violates the
Constitution.

In October 2019, the U.K.-based security firm
Comparitech did a survey of 47 countries to see where
governments are failing to protect privacy or are creating
surveillance states. They found that only five countries
had “adequate safeguards” and most are actively
conducting surveillance on citizens and sharing
information about them. China and Russia featured as the
top two worst offenders on the list. Number three on the
list? India, primarily the report says, because its data
protection Bill is yet to take effect and there isn’t a data
protection authority in place.

According to a UK-
based security firm,
China and Russia
feature as the top two
worst offenders on
the list for
surveillance on
citizens. India is
number three on
the list
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