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Pai Phyo Mm a
member of the satirical
poetry troupe,ina
police van. Reuters

MYANMAR
Satirists given
2nd jail term for

insulting military
Yangon: A group of
Myanmar satirists on
Monday racked up a sec-
ond prison sentence for a
performance that criticised
the military, a decision the
artists said showed the
judges were “puppets” of
the military. The group of
seven, known as the
Peacock Generation, were
arrested after performing
“Thangyat”,a Myanmar art
similar to slam poetry, in
April. Wearing military uni-
forms, they mocked the
army through their fusion
of poetry,comedy and mu-
sic. Already having been in
prison for months, six of the
seven were on Monday
jailed under a law against
causing officers to mutiny.

- SOUTH CHINA SEA
Chinaurges US
to ‘stopflexing

muscles’

Bangkok: Chinaon Monday
urged the US military to
“stop flexing muscles” in
the disputed South China
Sea, a point of persistent
friction in a relationship
both sides said was gener-
ally improving. A
spokesman for the Chinese
Ministry of Defence, Col.
Wau Qian, told reporters in
Bangkok that the South
China Sea was among nu-
merous issues discussed
earlier in the day when US
Defence Secretary Mark
Esper held his first face-to-
face meeting with the
Chinese defense minister,
Gen. Wei Fenghe. They met
for more than half an hour
on the margins of abroader
Asia defence officials’
conference.

NIGERIA
Camel-riding
gunmen kill six

Kano: Gunmen riding
camelsand horses killed six
peopleinavillagein north-
east Nigeria, a region beset
by Islamist attacks, police
said on Sunday. “Armed
bandits” launched a
predawn attack on
Thursday on Aljannaruy, a
village in Adamawa state,
before encounteringalocal
self-defence group, police
spokesman Suleiman
Nguroje said. They “clashed
with some hunters, which
led to the killing of six (peo-
ple)”, Nguroje said. Bandit
attacks in northern Nigeria
have risen in recent years,
targeting remote areas and
livestock.

Gotabaya swornin as Sri Lanka
President at Buddhist temple

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 19,2019
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Says did not receive minorities’ support, but will be President for everyone; vows focus on security

REUTERS, PTI
ANURADHAPURA,COLOMBGO,
NOVEMBER 18

THE WINNER of Sri Lanka’s pres-
idential election, Gotabaya
Rajapaksa made national secu-
rity his top priority after being
sworn in on Monday at an an-
cient temple in the north-central
city of Anuradhapura where he

received blessings from
Buddhist monks.
Nicknamed “The

Terminator” within his own
powerful political family, the
70-year-old former defence
chief had made security his top
campaign issue for a nation
traumatised by the Easter
bomb attacks by Islamist mili-
tants earlier this year.

Seen as a champion of the
Indian Ocean island’s Buddhist
Sinhalese majority, Rajapaksa
oversaw the military defeat of
Tamil separatists under his
brother and then president
Mahinda Rajapaksa 10 years ago.

“I consider the foremost re-
sponsibility of my government
is to ensure the national security
of my country,” Rajapaksa said
in a televised speech at his
swearing in ceremony attended

"

Gotabaya Rajapaksa after his swearing in ceremony in Anuradhapura on Tuesday. Reuters

by thousands of supporters.

“We will rebuild the state se-
curity machineries to secure the
country from terrorism, under-
world activities, robbers, extor-
tionists.”

He also thanked the Sinhala
community for electing him.

Pak successfully tests
nuke-capable missile

Surface-to-surface ballistic missile
can strike targets up to 650 km away

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 18

PAKISTAN ON Monday success-
fully test-fired a nuclear-capable
surface-to-surface ballistic mis-
sile which can strike targets up to
650 kilometres, bringing many
Indian cities under its range.

The test-firing of the
Shaheen-I missile by the
Pakistani military took place
amidst Indo-Pak tensions over
New Delhi revoking Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status.

According to a press release
issued by the media wing of the
Pakistani military, the launch of
Shaheen-I missile was held as
partof a training exercise “aimed
at testing the operational readi-
ness of Army Strategic Forces
Command”.

The Shaheen-1 missile is ca-
pable of delivering all types of
warheads up to range of 650 km,
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) tweeted.

“Thelaunch was aimed at test-
ing operational readiness of Army

Strategic Forces Command (ASFC)
ensuring Pakistan’s credible min-
imum deterrence,” it said.

The Director General Strategic
Plans Division, Commander Army
Strategic Forces Command, sen-
ior officers from Strategic Plans
Division, Army Strategic Forces
Command, scientists and engi-
neers witnessed the test launch,
according to media reports.

Pakistan had successfully test-
fired nuclear-capable surface-to-
surface ballistic missile ‘Ghaznavi’
with a range of up to 290 km on
August 29, days after India re-
voked Jammu and Kashmir’s spe-
cial status on August 5.

The Indian Air Force carried
out the successful firing of
BrahMos surface-to-surface
missiles from a mobile platform
in October to check the IAF's ca-
pability to hit targets with “pin-
point” accuracy at targets close
to 300 km. The Pakistani missile
test also came days after India
conducted the first night trial of
‘Agni-II', its versatile surface-to-
surface medium range nuclear-
capable missile.

“Iknew I would win the pres-
idency with support coming
only from the Sinhala majority. I
told the minorities to join me. I
did not receive their support. But
[ will make sure that I will be
President for everyone,” he said.

Rajapaksa also promised to

protect Sinhala culture and her-
itage and provide state sponsor-
ship to safeguard the morals, and
traditional ways.

Rajapaksa was declared win-
ner in the presidential polls on
Sunday after he defeated Sajith
Premadasa, a housing minister

| knew | would win
the presidency with
support coming only from
the Sinhala majority. | told
the minorities tojoinme. |
did not receive their
support. But | will make
sure that I willbe
President for everyone.”

—GOTABAYARAJAPAKSA
SRILANKA'S PRESIDENT

in the current government.

Millions voted to elect a new
president to lead the country out
of its deepest economic slumpin
over 15 years, dragged down by
its tourism sector following the
April attacks on hotels and
churches in which more than
250 people were killed. Islamic
State claimed responsibility.

The previous government
was heavily criticised over the
failure of its intelligence agencies
to act on information that at-
tacks were being planned.

Some 70 per cent of Sri
Lanka’s 22 million people are
Buddhist Sinhalese, 14 per cent
are Tamil Hindus, Muslims
make up 10 per cent, while
the rest are Catholics and other
religions.

Court reverses ban on masks
as Hong Kong police battle
protesters in university siege

KEN MORITSUGU
HONG KONG, NOVEMBER 18

AS NIGHT fell in Hong Kong, po-
lice tightened a siege Monday at
auniversity campus as hundreds
of anti-government protesters
trapped inside sought to escape.

Protesters advanced on the
police from outside the cordon,
while others emerged from the
campus, their trademark um-
brellas at the fore. Police in some
places swooped in to subdue
protesters and make arrests.

It wasn’t clear if any of those
inside Hong Kong Polytechnic
University escaped.

Meanwhile, Protesters won
on a legal front when the high
court struck down a mask ban
imposed by the government last
month. The court said it did not
consider anti-mask laws uncon-
stitutional in general, but in this
case, the law infringed on funda-
mental rights further than was
reasonably necessary.

Many protesters wear masks
to shield their identities from

Protesters are escorted by police out of the campus of Hong
Kong Polytechnic University during clashes with police. Reuters

surveillance cameras that could
be used to arrest and prosecute
them. The ban has been widely
ignored, and police have charged
protesters with wearing masks.

Hong Kong’s work week
started with multiple protests
that disrupted traffic, and
schools remained closed be-
cause of safety concerns. There
was a temporary lull in the
pitched battles for control of the
Polytechnic campus as the em-

phasis shifted from battering
the protesters with tear gas and
water cannons to waiting for
them to come out.

For days, protesters have
fortified the campus to keep
police from getting in.
Cornered by authorities, they
were trying to get out.

Officers repelled one attempt
Monday morning with teargas,
driving a few hundred protest-
ers back onto the campus. AP

Number of Indians studying in US crosses 2-lakh mark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 18

IN 2019, the number of Indians
studying in the United States
crossed the 2,00,000-mark for
the first time. With China in the
lead, India has the second highest
number of international students
in the US, followed by Korea.

The number of Indians study-
ingin the USincreased by 2.9 per
cent, from 1,96,271 students last
yearto 2,02,014, according to the

The number of Indian
students in the US has gone
up by 2.9% this year. Reuters file

2019 Open Doors Report on
International Educational
Exchange, released on Monday.

Of these students, 17.79 per
centareinthe age group of 15 to
24 years. New York, California,
Texas, Massachusetts and Illinois
are the top five states that receive
Indian students.

However, at the same time,
the number of US students
choosing India for ‘Study Abroad’
programmes has reduced from
4,704 in 2017 to 3,986 in 2018.

The online surveyis carried out

annually by the not-for-profit or-
ganisation,  Institute  of
International Education (IIE), in
collaboration with otherinstitutes.

“This marks the sixth consec-
utive year that the total number
of Indians pursuing higher edu-
cation in the US has grown,” read
a statement by the American
Consulate.

According to the report,
Indians make up over 18 per cent
of all international students in
the US. India provided the sec-
ond highest number of graduate

students (90,333) and jumped
up to third place in undergradu-
ates (24,813 students).
Speaking at the United States
India Educational Foundation
(USIEF), US Embassy’s Minister
Counselor for Consular Affairs
Charisse Phillips said, “Student ex-
changes between our two coun-
tries help strengthen the founda-
tion upon which our strategic
partnership is built. Indian stu-
dents are looking for a great edu-
cation and the US offers the best
return on this investment.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

NoOOYI IN SMITHSONIAN PORTRAIT GALLERY

Indian-American former PepsiCo head Indra Nooyi and Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos have been in-
ducted into the prestigious Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery in recognition of their accom-
plishments. “To be an immigrant, a South Asian immigrant of colour, a woman to be included in
the Portrait Gallery... it really says that we are the country where people look for the people who
make a positive impact and celebrate them,” Nooyi, 64, said.

IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY

Democrats invite
Trump to testify, he
says will consider

JILLCOLVIN
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 18

DEMOCRATIC HOUSE Speaker
Nancy Pelosi invited President
Donald Trump to testify in front
of investigators in the House im-
peachment inquiry ahead of a
week that will see several key
witnesses appear publicly.
Pushing back against accusa-
tions from the Republican
President that the process has
been stacked against him, Pelosi
said Trump is welcome to appear
or answer questions in writing, if
he chooses. “If he has information
thatis exculpatory..., then we look
forward toseeingit,” she saidinan
interview that aired Sunday on
CBS’s Face the Nation. Trump
“could come right before the com-
mittee and talk, speakall the truth
thathe wantsifhe wants”, she said.
On Monday, Trump tweeted
he might be willing to offer writ-
ten testimony: “She also said I
coulddoitinwriting. Even though
[did nothingwrong, and don’t like
giving credibility to this No Due
Process Hoax, I like the idea & will,
in order to get Congress focused
again, strongly consider it!”
Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer said Trump
“should come to the committee
and testify under oath. And he
should allow all those around him

Trump tweeted that he may
be willing to offer written
testimony

to come to the committee and tes-
tify under oath,” Schumer told re-
porters. He said the White House’s
insistence on blocking witnesses
from cooperating begs the ques-
tion: “What is he hiding?”

The comments come as the
House Intelligence Committee
prepares for a second week of
public hearings as part of its in-
quiry, including with the man
who is arguably the most impor-
tant witness. Gordon Sondland,
Trump’s ambassador to the
European Union, is among the
only people interviewed to date
who had direct conversations
with the President about the sit-
uation because the White House
has blocked others from cooper-
ating with what it dismisses as a
sham investigation. AP

GUN VIOLENCE CLAIMS MORE LIVES IN U.S.

4 dead in shooting at
a party in California

ASSOCIATED PRESS
FRESNO,NOVEMBER 18

FOUR PEOPLE were killed and six
more wounded when “un-
known suspects” sneaked into a
backyard filled with people at a
party in central California and
fired into the crowd, police said.
The shooting took place about
6 pm on the Fresno’s southeast
side, where people were gathered
to watch a football game, Fresno
Police Lt. Bill Dooley said.
Deputy Chief Michael Reid
told the Fresno Bee and the
KSEE/KGPETV stations thata total
of 10 people were shot, with three
found dead in the backyard. A
fourth person died at the hospital.
Six others are expected to survive
and are recovering at the hospital.

Police at the scene. A total of
10 people were shot. AP

All the victims were Asian
men ranging fromages 25 to 35,
Reid said. “What we do know is
that this was a gathering, a family
and friend gathering in the back-
yard,” Dooley said. “Everyone was
watching football this evening
when unknown suspects ap-
proached theresidence, snuckinto
the backyard and opened fire.”

3 dead in Oklahoma
Walmart shooting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 18

THREE PEOPLE were killed in a
shooting early Monday at a
Walmart store in Duncan,
Oklahoma, local media reported
citing the state’s highway patrol
and local police.

According to TNN television,
Duncan Police Chief Danny Ford
said the shooting took place in a
parkinglotin front of the storeand
the suspect is one of those killed.

Schools in the area had been
placed on lockdown temporar-
ily before being given an “all
clear” by local police, according
to a Facebook statement from
Duncan Public Schools.

The shooting took place

shortly before 10 am on
Monday, police said. They said
two men and a woman died in
the incident.

Agunmankilled 22 peoplein
a Walmart store in August in El
Paso, Texas, while another
Walmart store in Mississippi was
the scene of a shooting in July,
when a disgruntled employee
killed two co-workers and
wounded a police officer.

In the El Paso shooting, a 21-
year-old gunman said he had
launched the deadly attack inre-
sponse to what he called a
“Hispanic invasion” of Texas.

Walmart said in the wake of
the two shootings inside its
stores within a week of each
other that it would limit sales of
guns and ammunition.

Leaked Iranian intelligence cables show it developed vast influence in Iraq

TIM ARANGO, JAMES
RISEN, FARNAZ FASSIHI,
RONEN BERGMAN &
MURTAZA HUSSAIN
NOVEMBER 18

IN MID-OCTOBER, with unrest
swirling in Baghdad, a familiar
visitor slipped quietly into the
Iraqi capital. The city had been
under siege for weeks, as pro-
testers marched in the streets,
demanding an end to corruption
and calling for the ouster of the
Prime Minister, Adil Abdul
Mahdi. In particular, they de-
nounced the outsize influence of
their neighbour Iran in Iraqgi pol-
itics, burning Iranian flags and

attacking an Iranian consulate.

The visitor was there to re-
store order, but his presence high-
lighted the protesters’ biggest
grievance: he was Major General
Qassim Suleimani, head of Iran’s
powerful Quds Force, and he had
come to persuade an ally in the
Iraqi Parliament to help the Prime
Minister hold onto his job.

It was not the first time
General Suleimani had been dis-
patched to Baghdad to do dam-
age control. Tehran’s efforts to
prop up Mahdi are part of its
long campaign to maintain Iraq
as a pliable client state.

Now leaked Iranian docu-
ments offer a detailed portrait of
just how aggressively Tehran has
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worked to embed itself into Iraqi
affairs, and of the unique role of
General Suleimani. The docu-
ments are contained inanarchive
of secret Iranian intelligence ca-
bles obtained by The Intercept and
shared with The New York Times
for this article, whichis being pub-
lished simultaneously by both
news organisations.

The unprecedented leak ex-
poses Tehran’s vast influence in
Iraq, detailing years of painstak-
ing work by Iranian spies to co-opt
the country’s leaders, pay Iraqi
agents working for the Americans
toswitchsides and infiltrate every
aspect of Irag’s political, economic
and religious life.

Many of the cables describe

EXPLAINED

Regional stability,
US presence make
Iraq vital for Iran

ACCORDING TO the leaked cables, Iran sent some of its most
capable intelligence officials to Iraq soon after the US top-
pled the regime of Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein. With then
US president George W Bush naming Iran as part of an “axis
of evil”, Tehran was keen to keep an eye on what
Washington was doing in Iraq. Iranian officials have ac-
knowledged, according to reports, that keeping tabs on
American activities in Iraq is crucial for Iran’s national secu-
rity. Iran also considers it crucial to keep its war-torn neigh-
bour from falling apart and stop the emergence of Sunni
militias from springing up near Shia-majority Iran’s border.

real-life espionage capers that feel
torn from the pages of a spy
thriller. Meetings are arranged in
dark alleyways and shopping
malls or under the cover of ahunt-
ing excursion or a birthday party.
Informants lurk at the Baghdad
airport, snapping pictures of
American soldiers and keeping
tabs on coalition military flights.
Agents drive meandering routes
tomeetings to evade surveillance.
Sources are plied with gifts of pis-
tachios, cologne and saffron. Iraqi
officials, if necessary, are offered
bribes. The archive even contains
expense reports fromintelligence
ministry officers inIraq, including
one totaling 87.5 euros spent on
gifts for a Kurdish commander.

According to one of the
leaked Iranian intelligence ca-
bles, Mahdi, who in exile worked
closely with Iran while Saddam
Hussein was in power in Iraq,
had a “special relationship with
the IRI” — the Islamic Republic of
Iran — when he was Iraq’s oil
minister in 2014. The exact na-
ture of that relationship is not
detailed in the cable, and, as one
former senior US official cau-
tioned, a “special relationship
could mean a lot of things — it
doesn’t mean he is an agent of
the Iranian government.” But no
Iraqi politician can become PM
without Iran’s blessing, and
Mahdi, when he secured the
premiershipin 2018, was seen as

acompromise candidate accept-
able to both Iran and the US.

The trove of leaked Iranian in-
telligence reports largely con-
firms what was already known
aboutIran’s firm grip onlIragi pol-
itics. But the reports reveal far
more than was previously under-
stood about the extent to which
Iran and the United States have
used Iraq as a staging area for
their spy games. They also shed
new light on the complex inter-
nal politics of the Iranian govern-
ment, where competing factions
are grappling with many of the
same challenges faced by
American occupying forces as
they struggled to stabilise Iraq af-
ter the US invasion. NYT




