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CONSCIENTIOUS RAP WIKIPEDIA KID
Word  SPY

Rap music with lyrics that emphasise
responsibility and morality

A student who has poor research skills 
and lacks the ability to think critically

A
s the Hindutva
allies fell apart over
power sharing in
Maharashtra, the
obituary reference

to Arun Jaitley in the Rajya
Sabha on the opening day of
the Winter Session this week
showed the Shiv Sena’s bitter-
ness against the BJP’s top
brass. Paying glowing tributes
to Jaitley, Sena leader Sanjay
Raut recalled the departed
leader’s qualities of head and
heart, noting that Jaitley’s
death was a huge loss for the
Sena as “we have learnt from
him on how to maintain rela-
tions” (in politics).

He said whether in politics or
personal life, Jaitley never
spoke untruths. His remarks
were an oblique attack on BJP
president Amit Shah, whom
the Sena has accused of
“betrayal” on the chief minis-
tership issue.

Without doubt, the unthink-
able has happened in
Maharashtra. The BJP and the
Shiv Sena, which always pro-
claimed themselves as Ram
bhakts, have formally parted

ways over government forma-
tion in the state soon after the
Ayodhya verdict.

Shiv Sena MPs have been
granted seats on the Opposition
benches in the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha, a signal from
the BJP that the erstwhile ally
is “persona non grata” in the
NDA.  The BJP and the Shiv
Sena were once inseparable
twins in what was a Congress-
dominated state where the
grand old party held sway till
1995, when the first Sena-BJP
government was elected, and
the coalition era began in the
state. Not long ago, the BJP was
the laggard in the state and it
was known as “shetji-bhatji”
party (Bania-Brahmin outfit)
like its predecessor, the erst-
while Jan Sangh.

With Uddhav Thackeray’s
refusal to go along with the
BJP after the polls, the ruling
party at the Centre has been
given a sudden jolt. But for
those who follow the politics of
Maharashtra, the jolt was not
unexpected.

The BJP might deny it, but
signals were clear that it was

getting ready to dump the Sena
after the Assembly polls as it
was more than confident of
gaining a majority on its own
in the 288-member House or
making up the majority with a
few Independents. Such a situ-
ation would have left no room
for the Sena. Former chief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis’ fre-
quent boast that “I will be
back” had left no one in doubt
that the Sena was there to
either play second fiddle or to
be kicked out.

Now with the BJP’s calcula-
tions going awry, Mr
Thackeray has struck accusing
the BJP of betrayal on the issue
of granting chief ministership
to the Sena, a claim flatly
rejected by the BJP.
Maharashtra’s politics has
been thrown into a churn. The
parting of ways between the
saffron allies is set to have a
deep impact on Maharashtra’s
politics, where the BJP is the
elephant in the room since
Narendra Modi became Prime
Minister in May 2014. 

The BJP has suddenly
become the common enemy of
three key political outfits in
the state — the Shiv Sena, the
Sharad Pawar-led NCP and the
Congress. How the three par-
ties go about in their opposi-
tion to the BJP would decide
how politics take shape in the
months and years ahead. No
doubt Maharashtra has
entered into an uncertain polit-
ical phase with “big brother”

BJP watching silently for the
right opportunity to strike.
Amit Shah is not a man known
to take things lying down.

But the real question is —
why did the Sena revolt? Those
who follow the Maharashtra
political scene had been
observing the growing unease
in the Sena since it suddenly
became junior to the BJP in
state politics and losing its
“elder brother” status from the
start of the alliance that arose
from the need for a united fight
against the then dominant
Congress.

The BJP under Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah is a differ-
ent outfit for the Sena unlike
the BJP under Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Lal Krishna
Advani. Mr Modi, ably assisted
by Mr Shah, was the first BJP
leader to secure a majority for
the BJP in the Lok Sabha. The
Modi-Shah duo won the Lok
Sabha elections for the second
time with a spectacular 303 in

the 543-member House.
The best the BJP could get

was 182 in the Lok Sabha in the
Vajpayee-Advani era in 1999,
in the wake of the Kargil con-
flict. Whenever in Mumbai, Mr
Vajpayee and Mr Advani
would visit “Matoshree”, the
Thackeray residence in subur-
ban Bandra, to meet Bal
Thackeray. That stopped after
Mr Modi became Prime
Minister and in the early days,
the BJP made it a point to plant
stories in the media ahead of
the PM’s or the party chief’s
visits to Mumbai that they did
not intend to visit Matoshree.
It was to drive home the point
that the Sena was no longer a
vital ally for the BJP in the
changed circumstances.

The first major shock to the
Sena was the surprise
announcement by the BJP
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions in October 2014 that it
was going solo. The announce-
ment came in the midst of talks
on seat-sharing with the Sena
when Uddhav was not giving
the requisite number of seats
as sought by the BJP.

It was a bolt from the blue for
the Sena, while for the BJP it
was a well-crafted strategy to
leave its oldest ideological
partner high and dry in the
middle of the election season.
The resource-rich BJP made
most of the breakup with the
Sena by admitting several lead-
ers from the Congress and the
NCP to ensure that it hits the

bulls’ eye. The BJP got 122
seats in the 288-member House
to emerge as the single largest
party. The Sena, which fought
valiantly, won just 63 seats. 

Interestingly, Sharad
Pawar’s decision to support
the BJP from outside on the
plea of ensuing stability in
Maharashtra resulted in the
Sena’s bargaining power going
for a toss. For a brief time, the
Sena was in the Opposition
and its leader Eknath Shinde
also got Leader of the
Opposition status. With great
difficulty, the Sena managed to
get into the government but
failed to get good ministries. 

At the Centre too, the Sena
was given the heavy industries
portfolio, a “passenger” min-
istry with which it was not
comfortable. After the Lok
Sabha elections in May this
year, the Sena was again hand-
ed the same ministry despite
the fact that the party had
made it clear it did not want
that ministry. The BJP’s
unwritten message was “take
it or leave it”.

What made matters worse for
the Sena was the way the BJP
was making strides in local
elections at the cost of other
parties, including the Sena.
The Opposition leaders used to
allege at that time that the
“resource-rich” BJP was using
every trick in the trade to mar-
ginalise its rivals and Sena
leaders too used to privately
agree with such charges.

Since the BJP and the Sena
share the same political space
of Hindutva in Maharashtra, it
was clear the growth of one
would be at the cost of the
other. Some two years back, a
sulking Uddhav Thackeray
had lamented that the Sena’s 25
years in alliance with the BJP
were “wasted” years. At the
same time, the Sena passed a
resolution at its national con-
vention declaring that hence-
forth, it would fight all elec-
tions on its own.

Just before the Lok Sabha
polls, Amit Shah visited
Matoshree and had extended
the olive branch, apparently to
ensure there was no division of
the Hindutva vote in the polls,
including that of the Assembly.

Uddhav apparently sensed a
plot by the BJP, and drove a
hard bargain. When the BJP
campaign on Kashmir, Article
370 and triple talaq failed to
make any impact and local
issues, including agrarian dis-
tress, played a part, it threw up
a verdict that was unpalatable
to the BJP. Sulking for long
under the BJP’s “big brother”
attitude, the Sena chief sensed
that it was the time to strike,
and sought the chief minister-
ship as per the “50:50” power-
sharing deal arrived at with
the BJP. The BJP denied any
such agreement and the rest,
as they say, is history. 

The writer is a journalist
based in New Delhi

I
was chatting to a young
medical student, a very
bright chap from West
Africa, who was nonethe-
less perplexed by a certain

element of his course. The puz-
zle, for him, was the point of
offering cervical smear tests to
men who had transitioned to
become women. The course
module was very clear, he said,
that these people must not be left
out, despite not possessing a
cervix. I hope a later part of the
course teaches him how to
behave while carrying out a cer-
vical smear test on a non-exis-
tent cervix, so as not to cause
offence. Poke around a bit with
that spatula thing in whatever
has recently been excavated,
and perhaps comment admiring-
ly, along the lines of: “My good-
ness! What a splendid cervix. I
don’t think I have ever seen one
quite so robust or pristine. You
should, as a lady, be very
proud.” We should thank God
that at least the NHS has not
adopted this policy yet.

I tried to explain to the lad that
we are now living in a world
which could best be described as
“post-real”, where truth and fact
have no purchase and that, for
the sake of his career, he had
best go along with it all unless
he wanted to be outed as a fas-
cist bigot, or a bigoted fascist,

whatever. One day, not too far
down the line, he may be faced
with the problem of treating a
man who identifies as a unicorn
and presents with a complaint
relating to his fetlocks. The
temptation to nail some horse-
shoes to his feet may be close to
irresistible, but he should resist
nonetheless. Go along with the
game and offer reassurance.

All this occurred at a rather
uplifting meeting held in a
delightfully renovated former
w****house in central London,
organised by a group called
Turning Point UK. This lot are
the British wing of an American
organisation which is attempt-
ing, with some success, to turn
the tide of political idiocy on US
campuses, and I think they
deserve your support. Their MO
is to approach a university and
then organise a meeting at
which interested students —
usually 30 to 40 at a time — can
be reassured that it is not
always necessary to hate capi-
talism to complete a degree, and
that their opinions are valid
even if they do not find accord
with whatever deranged harri-
dan has recently been elected by
a minuscule percentage of the
student body as the local NUS
chief. Turning Point UK is
broadly conservative, although
not party political — which was

how I was able to be speaking
there, as a representative of the
Social Democratic Party.

Their chief problem at the
moment is getting access to uni-
versities — they are often no-
platformed, as occurred recently
at the ultra-woke University of
York. The authorities there
feared that Turning Point UK
might bring “reputational dam-
age” to the college as a conse-
quence of their links, in the US,
with the Republicans. It is a
mark of the totalitarianism of
our times that an organisation
can be blackballed because its
sister organisation contains
some people who quite like the
President of the US. But that is
where we are right now, sadly.

My job was to unveil the SDP’s
new Charter for Academic
Freedom, which my party will
be rolling out in universities
across the country, beginning
with a gig at the Buckingham
University Free Speech Society
in January. The charter will
enshrine a series of fundamen-
tal rights for both students and
lecturers which I think we
might all agree on:

The fundamental right to

express your own opinions with-
out being silenced by those who
disagree with you.

The fundamental right to be
grotesquely offended by what
other people might have to say,
and then quite quickly to get
over it.

The fundamental right to be
treated as equal, no matter your
colour, creed or gender. No pro-
tected characteristics.

The fundamental right —
indeed a duty — to challenge
established orthodoxies.

The fundamental right to an
education which is politically
broad and comes from a wide
variety of viewpoints.

The fundamental right, if you
are a female student, to enjoy
privacy from the other sex and
to compete in sports against
other people of your own gender.

The fundamental right to be
able to hear outside speakers at
your university who possess a
wide variety of views.

The fundamental right to be
judged by your lecturers purely
according to your academic abil-
ity, regardless of how greatly
your political views might differ

from theirs.
I might add to that: A freedom

to show appreciation by loudly
banging your hands together in
the traditional manner known
as “clapping”, or by waving
your hands in the air if that’s
what floats your boat.

The temptation is to give up on
the universities, with the
lament that they are always left-
wing and nothing really
changes. That would be a mis-
take, I think. It is true that uni-
versities in modern times have
always been somewhat to the
Left of the general political
mindset, and to be honest I have
no great problem with that. But
today they have become
metro–liberal echo chambers
where dissenting views are not
merely brushed aside, but those
who hold them are penalised
and vilified.

This charter enshrines what
would 20 years ago, I think, have
been unquestionable rights
which have since then been
eroded. And the students will
know that there will always be
one party, the SDP, supporting
them in their right to express
modern heresies, even if as a
party we might disagree with
some of those heresies.

But there is also this. Politics
devolves from culture. You can-
not change the politics unless
you first address the culture;
and at the moment this intoler-
ance of — particularly — social-
ly conservative views is present
in the media, the judiciary, our
schools, the House of Commons.
Here’s a way we might start to
change all that.

By arrangement with 
the Spectator

I
t is almost the end of
autumn here in Europe.
The trees have practical-
ly shed their leaves. It is

a wonderful scene. At times
one feels as if the forest is on
fire because the leaves slowly
turn from green to light red
and then fully yellow before
falling off the trees. Despite
Austria being a small coun-
try, its vast expanse is cov-
ered with lovely forests,
which many people use for
their long walks.

During one such walk,
observing the trees and
reflecting on God’s magnifi-
cent creation, a couplet from
Kabirdas learnt in school
flashed through my mind:
“Karta raha so kyo raha, ab
kari kyo pachhataye; Boye
beej babul ka, so amua kaha

se paaye”, meaning: “Why
were you doing what you
were doing, now what use is
it of regretting; if you sowed
an acacia seed, how do you
expect to get mangoes”? And
was Kabirdas not absolutely
right?

Much before Kabir though,
Jesus Christ, while warning
the people — beware of peo-
ple who make dishonest
promises — once said to his
listeners, “Beware of the
false prophets, who come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly are ravenous
wolves. You will know them
by their fruits. Grapes are
not gathered from thorn
bushes nor figs from thistles,
are they? So every good tree
bears good fruit, but the bad
tree bears bad fruit… So

then, you will know them by
their fruits”.

The trees in the forest stand
as God planned them and
each serves its own purpose.
They produce different fruits
according to their inbuilt
nature. Not all
fruits are good
for human con-
sumption. We
need to be
aware and cau-
tious of them.

S i m i l a r l y
God has creat-
ed us human
beings to wor-
ship Him, to
care for nature
and to live in peace with all
by cooperating with one
another. The Bible says,
“God created man in His own
image. Male and female. He
created them,” and “God is
Love”. One wonders then, as
to how evil came into this
world. 

Christian theology teaches
that God also gifted human
beings with absolute free-
dom. Humans, however, mis-
used that freedom and due to

selfishness went against
God’s plan. That brought evil
in the world and gave birth to
what Jesus describes as false
prophets. Jesus compares
them simply with bad trees
producing bad fruits. 

Though we
know and see
who those peo-
ple are who pro-
duce bad fruits,
what we need to
ask ourselves
really is, “What
kind of fruits do
I and my actions
produce? Are
they in keeping
with God’s

plan? Am I planting the right
trees that will bring forth
good fruits? Can I even wake
up now to recognise God’s
plan for my life? And finally,
am I living in peace with
nature, others and myself?”

Father Dominic
Emmanuel,

a founder-member of the 
Parliament of Religions, 

can be contacted at 
frdominic@gmail.com

A charter of fundamental rights
that is vital for univ campuses

‘What fruits do I and my actions produce?’

The long and short of Shiv Sena’s rebellion
The BJP and the Shiv
Sena were once insepa-
rable twins in what was
a Congress-dominated
state where the grand
old party held sway till
1995, when the first
Sena-BJP government
was elected, and the
coalition era began in
the state

It is true that 
universities in modern
times... have become
metro-liberal echo
chambers where 
dissenting views 
are not merely 
brushed aside, 
but those who 
hold them are penalised
and vilified

Dominic Emmanuel

Sunil Gatade

Rod Liddle

50 YEARS AGO IN

HOUSTON, Nov. 20.

THE Intrepid today linked up with
its mother-ship, Yankee Clipper, about
three-and-a-half hours after blasting
off from the moon with astronauts
Charles Conrad and Alan Bean
aboard.

Charles Conrad Jr. and Alan L. Bean
blasted off safely from the moon and
into lunar orbit today, beginning the
complex manoeuvres to catch and link
up with their mother-ship for the long
journey home.

A fiery burst from the engine at the
base of their cabin section vaulted the
astronauts off man’s second lunar out-
post in the Ocean of Storms.

Seven minutes later the upper half of
their landing ship Intrepid was in
orbit.

The lift-off climaxed a busy day on
the moon in which Conrad and Bean
trekked 1.6 kilometres across lunar
waste lands, and carefully collected a
treasure for science.

Astronauts take off
from moon
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Moral boost
Pope Francis is touring Thailand and Japan, to boost the morale of
the tiny minority Catholic communities and speak about issues of
concern including human trafficking and peacemaking

We have pushed back
the enemy in the 

military arena and
enemy in the 
political war

— Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
Iranian leader

IN BRIEF
Johnson, Corbyn

spar in TV debate

AMA for ban on
vaping products

Washington: The American
Medical Association called

for an immediate ban on all
electronic cigarettes and

vaping devices. The group
adopted the sweeping

stance at a policy-making
meeting in San Diego. It

aims to lobby for state and
federal laws, regulations or

legal action to achieve a ban,
but the industry is sure to

fight back. The AMA cited a
surge in underage teen use
of e-cigarettes, which typi-

cally heat a solution that
contains nicotine. “It’s sim-
ple, we must keep nicotine

products out of the hands of
young people.” Dr. Patrice

Harris, AMA’s president said.
A separate health issue also

prompted its action — the
recent US outbreak of lung

illnesses linked to vaping. 

London: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and

opposition leader Jeremy
Corbyn attacked each

other’s policies on Brexit,
health care and the economy

in a televised election
debate that likely failed to
answer the question trou-

bling many voters: Why
should we trust you?

The two politicians ham-
mered away at their rival’s

weaknesses and sidestepped
tricky questions about their

own policies in the 
TV debate. It was a chance

for Corbyn to make up
ground in opinion polls that
show his Labour Party trail-

ing Johnson’s Conservatives
ahead of the Dec. 12 elec-

tion. 

At least 106 dead
in Iran protests

Dubai: Days of protests over
rising fuel prices and a sub-
sequent government crack-

down have killed at least 106
people across Iran, Amnesty

International said, adding
that the real figure may be
much higher. Iran’s govern-

ment has not released a toll
of those arrested, injured or

killed in the protests that has
spread quickly across at

least 100 cities and towns.
But it disputed Amnesty’s

report through its mission to
the United Nations, calling it

‘baseless allegations and
fabricated figures’. 

However, a UN agency earli-
er said it feared the unrest

may have killed ‘a significant
number of people’. 

Amnesty cited ‘credible
reports’ for its tally and said

it ‘believes that the real
death toll may be much

higher, with some reports
suggesting as many as 200

have been killed’. 
Iranian authorities shut down

internet access to the out-
side world

It was no secret: Sondland
Washington, Nov. 20:
Amb-assador Gordon
Sondland told House
impeachment investiga-
tors on Wedne-sday that
Rudy Giuliani was push-
ing a quid pro quo with
Ukraine that he had to go
along with it because it’s
what President Donald
Trump wanted. “Mr.
Giuliani was expressing
the desires of the presi-
dent of the United States,
and we knew that these
investigations were
important to the presi-
dent,” he testified.

“I know that members of
this committee have fre-
quently framed these com-
plicated issues in the form
of a simple question: Was
there a ‘quid pro quo?’ As I
testified previously, with
regard to the requested
White House call and
White House meeting, the
answer is yes.”

“We did not want to work
with Mr. Giuliani,” the
ambassador said. But he
said Trump told him and
other diplomats working
on Ukraine issues “talk
with Rudy” on those mat-
ters. “So we followed the
president’s orders.”

Sondland also confirmed
that he spoke with Trump
on a cellphone from a busy
Kyiv restaurant the day
after the president prod-

ded Ukraine’s leader to
investigate political rival
Joe Biden. Sondland said
he kept Mike Pompeo and
top administration offi-
cials in the loop. He said
he specifically told vice-
president Mike Pence he
“had concerns” that US
military aid to Ukraine
‘had become tied’ to the
investigations.

“Everyone was in the
loop,” Sondland testified
in opening remarks. “It
was no secret.”

Sondland has told law-
makers the White House
has records of the July 26
call, despite the fact that
Trump has said he doesn’t
recall the conversation.
Trump’s pressure on
Ukraine to investigate
Democrats as he was with-
holding military aid is at
the center of the impeach-
ment probe that imperils
his presidency. — AP

US Prez slams ‘sick’
media over rumours
Washington, Nov. 20: US
President Donald Trump
slammed the mainstream
media for spreading
rumour about his health
and called them sick.
Trump visited a military
hospital which many news
channels reported was a
sign he is not well. Some
reports speculated that he
had heart ailments.

“These people are sick.
They are sick. We don’t
have the freedom of the
press in this country. We
have the opposite. We have
a very corrupt media, and
I hope they can get their
act straight,” Trump, 73,
told reporters. “I went for
a physical on Saturday,”
he said. Noting that he

was at the Walter Reed
Military Hospital in
Bethesda, Maryland only
for a short time and for a
very routine physical, the
president said that the
rest of the physical will
take place in January.
When he got back to the
White House, Trump told
his Cabinet colleagues
that he “was greeted with
the news, ‘We understand
you had a heart attack’.”

A presidential physician
said Trump had no chest
pain nor was he evaluated
for any acute issues.
“Despite some of the spec-
ulation the President has
not had any chest pain,
nor was he evaluated for
any acute issues.”  — PTI

Migrants found
alive in container
The Hague, Nov. 20: A
ferry crew found 25
migrants in a refrigerated
container on a boat sail-
ing from the Netherlands
to Britain, emergency
services said.

The cargo vessel bound
for Felixstowe returned to
the Dutch port of Vlaa-
rdingen, near Rotterdam,
as soon as the stowaways
were found, they said in a
statement. The people
found in the container
received medical atten-
tion at the port and two
were taken to hospital for
further treatment for pos-
sible hypothermia.

The discovery comes a
month after 39 Vietn-
amese people were found
dead in a refrigerated
truck in Britain, again
laying bare the risks of
illegal migrant routes to
Europe. “On board a ship
it turned out that several
people were found in a
cooling container. The
ship returned to the har-
bour,” said the Rotterdam
region emergency servic-
es on Twitter.

“The 25 people were
taken off the ship and
given the medical care
they need. Earlier the
message came from the
ship that no people died.
“Two people were trans-

ported to hospital for
extra medical care.
Twenty-three people were
transferred to a police
location after a medical
check-up.”

DFDS Seaways, which
operates the cargo ferry,
said that the migrants
had come on board on a
lorry trailer. The driver of
the truck had been arrest-
ed, it added.

A bus took away the
mainly male group, some
of whom were wrapped in
silver thermal blankets.
Their nationalities were
not immediately known.

The mayor of Vlaar-din-
gen, Annemiek Jetten,
said ‘more and more’ peo-
ple were trying to cross
the Channel and had not
been put off by the deaths
of the Vietnamese
migrants. “I think people
are so desperate they
keep trying, despite the
tragic events in the UK,”
Jetten said. — AFP

Last campus protesters hold
out as HK schools reopen
Hong Kong, Nov. 20: Hong
Kong schools reopened on
Wednesday after a six-day
shutdown but students and
commuters faced transit dis-
ruptions as the last protest-
ers remained holed up on a
university campus.

City officials tried to restore
a sense of normalcy as pri-
mary and secondary classes
resumed. Workers began
clea-ning up debris blocking
a major road tunnel, but it
was unclear how soon it
could be reopened. A small
group of protesters refused to
leave Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, the remnants of
hundreds who took over the
campus for several days.
They won’t leave because
they would face arrest. Police
have set up a cordon around
the area to prevent anyone
from escaping.

The occupation of

Polytechnic capped more
than a week of intense
protests, the latest flareup in
the often violent unrest that
has gripped the semi-auto-
nomous Chinese city for
more than five months.

Since a police siege of the
campus began, more than
1,000 people have been arrest-
ed and hundreds of injured
treated at hospitals, authori-
ties said. It was unclear how
many protesters remained,
but they appeared to number
less than 100. About two

dozen scrounged through
supplies in the cafeteria look-
ing for food in the morning.

Trash litters public areas,
and a stench permeates the
campus. One adamant pro-
tester said, “I think if you go
out and surrender, it just
shows you agree with what
the police and that govern-
ment are doing or have given
up the fight.” 

There were scattered inci-
dents of protesters stopping
trains by opening emergency
doors and blocking traffic on
Wednesday but on a much
smaller scale than last week.

Long lines at stations were
witnessed because of train
delays while a few stations
remained shut. Even as the
latest violence wound down,
a fundamental divide sug-
gests the protests in the for-
mer British colony are far
from over. — AP

SRIDHAR KKUMARASWAMI ||
DC 
COLOMBO/ISLAMABAD, NOV. 20

In what is being perceived as a
setback to India, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, seen as very
close to India, resigned on
Wedn-esday, following which
new Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa rep-orted-
ly named his elder brother and
former president Mahinda
Rajapaksa as the new prime
minister.

This means that the
Rajapaksa brothers will occu-
py the post of both President
and Prime Minister in the
island nation and have once
again become all-powerful, a
factor that may worry India,
given the earlier proximity of
the two brothers towards
China.

International news agencies
reported that Mahinda

Rajapaksa will assume duties
as the new Prime Minister
soon after Mr. Wickremesinghe
steps down formally on
Thursday. New Delhi is hoping
to stave off any renewed pro-
nounced pro-China tilt now by
Colombo through a policy of
active engagement with Sri
Lanka.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa will visit
India on November 29, with
New Delhi having swiftly
extended an invitation to him
on Tuesday in person through
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar in Colombo. The
EAM had conveyed to the Sri
Lankan President Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
“message of a partnership for
shared peace, progress, pros-
perity and security” while
expressing confidence that
under Mr. Rajapaksa’s leader-
ship, Indo-Sri Lankan relations
would reach ‘greater heights’.

Imran govt’s days are
numbered, says cleric
Karachi, Nov. 20: Firebrand
cleric-cum-politician Maulana
Fazlur Rehman has fired a
fresh salvo at Prime Minister
Imran Khan, saying the
‘Gorbachev of Pakistan’ was
heading a government that has
its days numbered.

Speaking at a sit-in in Bannu
city in southern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the hard-line
cleric and leader of the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl hit out at
the prime minister for calling
opposition leaders ‘thieves’,
alleging that the ‘selected’ gov-
ernment has offered National
Reconciliation Ordinance to
Khan’s sister.

Rehman claimed the time for
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf gov-
ernment led by Khan was run-

ning out. “The roots of this
government have been cut.
They have only a number of
days left,” Rehman warned in
response to Khan’s tirade
where he labelled Rehman’s
protest a ‘circus’ — PTI

Arab League plan
meet on US shift
Cairo, Nov. 20: The Arab
League said it is to hold
an urgent meeting on
Monday on the US
announcement that it no
longer considers Israeli
settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank illegal.

Hossam Zaki, the pan-
Arab body’s deputy secre-
tary general, said several
members had backed a
Palestinian authority call
for a ministerial meeting.

The PA’s permanent rep-
resentative to the Arab
League has condemned
Washington’s change of
position — announced by
US secretary of state
Mike Pompeo — as ‘ille-
gal’.

Pompeo said on Tuesday
that after legal consulta-
tions, the US had conclud-
ed the establishment of
settlements was “not, per
se, inconsistent with
international law”. The
Cairo-based Arab League
has said the US shift was
an “extremely adverse
development.”

Meanwhile, two civil-
ians were killed and a
number of people were
injured in an Israeli
attack on the Syrian capi-
tal of Damascus, Syrian
state media said on
Wednesday.

Israel attacked Iranian
and Syrian military tar-
gets in Syria on
Wednesday in what it said
was retaliation for rock-
ets fired toward Israel the
day before, military
spokesman Lieutenant-
Colonel Avichay Adraee
said.

Syria’s air defences
were able to destroy most
of the missiles fired by
Israeli jets over the capi-
tal Damascus before they
reached their targets,
Syria’s state news agency
SANA said, quoting a mil-

itary source. Israel’s mili-
tary said its missile
defense system shot down
four rockets fired from
Syria toward Israel on
Tuesday.

“Warplanes raided
dozens of military targets
belonging to the Iranian
Quds Force and the
Syrian Army inside
Syrian territory, includ-
ing surface-to-air mis-
siles, headquarters,
weapons depots and mili-
tary bases, in response to
Tuesday’s rocket fire
from Syria towards
Israel,” Adraee said on
Twitter.

The elite Quds Force is
the overseas arm of
Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards (IRGC).

Israel says it has carried
out hundreds of strikes in
Syria against Iranian tar-
gets trying to establish a
permanent military pres-
ence there and against
advanced weapon ship-
ments to Tehran-backed
Lebanese militia
Hezbollah.

“Tuesday’s Iranian
attack on Israeli territory
by firing missiles, is the
best proof of Iran’s real
cause in Syria. The
Iranian position poses a
threat to Israel’s security,
stability in the region,
and the Syrian regime,”
Adraee said. — Agencies

Human rights abuse

Riot police chases demonstrators during a protest against the government in Santiago on Wednesday. President Sebastian Pinera vowed no
impunity for police abuses in dealing with protesters.  The violent unrest that has rocked Chile has left 22 people dead and more than 2,000
injured. — AFP

Maulana Fazlur Rehman

Gordon Sondland

Ambassador says he pressured Ukraine to appease President Trump

■ ■ THE discovery
comes a month after
39 Vietnamese people
were found dead in a
refrigerated truck in
Britain, laying bare the
risks of illegal migrant
routes to Europe

A small group of
protesters refused to
leave Hong Kong
Polytechnic University,
the remnants of
hundreds who took over
the campus for several
days. They fear arrests.

Wickremesinghe
quits, Mahinda PM

ISRAEL SETTLEMENTS

After legal
consultations, the US
had concluded the
establishment of
settlements was not,
per se, inconsistent
with international law.
The Arab League has
said the US shift was
an 'extremely adverse
development'.
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Indian shores
In its bid to strengthen its position,
Amazon said it will bring in ‘Echo
Flex’ to India next month 

SHORT TAKES

GOOGLE ENTERS
GAMING BIZ

WITH STADIA
Los Angeles, Nov. 20: Google
on Tuesday launched Stadia, a
cloud-based service that
allows users to stream games
including “Assassin’s Creed
Odyssey” and “NBA 2K20” on
Chrome web browser.

The service will start with a
slate of 22 games and stream
4K videos at 60 frames per sec-
ond, which can also be
accessed through Google’s
Chromecast and Pixel devices.

Google is offering the 4K ver-
sion as part of its premium
service, Stadia Pro, priced at
$9.99 per month. The free high-
definition version is expected
to roll out next year.

“We have over 450 games in
development right now that
will be coming out in 2020 and
beyond,” Google Vice
President and General
Manager Phil Harrison told
Reuters.

Stadia will need at least
10Mbps internet speed for the
base 720p resolution and
35Mbps to stream games in 4K.
Early reviews of Stadia have
complained of latency, the
time delay between pressing a
button and getting the reac-
tion on screen. 

The success of cloud gaming
depends heavily on the under-
lying network and how much
controlled-latency traffic it
can support during periods of
peak demand, said Steve
Alexander, chief technology
officer at Ciena, a telecom
equipment maker.

Analysts are also pinning the
success of Stadia on the con-
tent it offers as most of the
games on the platform are
already available on consoles.

“Stadia will live or die by its
content,” said George
Jijiashvili, senior analyst at
Ovum, a brokerage firm,
adding that underwhelming
number of launch titles was
making it difficult to generate
real excitement.

Stadia will compete with
Microsoft’s Project xCloud,
which is likely to be launched
next year, and Nvidia’s
GeForce Now that is out on
public beta. Sony also offers a
game streaming platform
PlayStation Now at $9.99 per
month that includes over 800
games across its console titles.

Google is billing Stadia for
non-gamers, but it will need to
work out some kinks to make
it more attractive than a con-
sole or a personal computer,
Chaim Seigel, an analyst with
Elazar Advisors, said.

— Reuters

W a s h i n g t o n / S a n
Francisco, Nov. 20: Four
top US tech companies,
Google, Facebook, Amazon
and Apple, responded to
questions from a congres-
sional committee by
defending their practices
and declining to answer
some questions.

The House of Representa-
tives Judiciary Committee,
which released the answers
Tuesday, had sent the
queries as part of its
antitrust probe of the four
giants, which face a long
list of other antitrust
probes. The companies,
long a symbol of the
dynamism of the US econo-
my, have seen their reputa-
tions tarnished by privacy
lapses and allegations they
abused their perch on top of
the market to hurt small
and nascent rivals.

Facebook and Apple
declined comment for this
story while Amazon and
Google had no immediate
comment.

In its responses, Google,
which owns YouTube,
denied favouring its own
services over those of
competitors in search,

video and internet
browsers.

It said “the vast majori-
ty” of clicks following a
Google search go to non-
Google websites, that
results from its YouTube
offering are not given
greater weight than
rivals’, and that its word

processing and analytics
tools are designed to work
well with all browsers, not
just its Chrome.

Google also said its “ver-
tical integration” of adver-
tising tools benefits adver-
tisers in part through bet-
ter consumer targeting,
but that the ability of

rivals to compete is not
“meaningfully affected”
because it takes steps to
level the playing field.

Despite its huge collec-
tion of data on search
queries and clicks, Google
said it could not provide
much of the data sought by
the committee. For exam-

ple, asked whether it could
share how many searches
display location informa-
tion about a business,
Google said, “We do not
have a standard definition
for what searches are con-
sidered ‘location searches’
and thus, cannot provide
the specific information

requested.” For its part,
Facebook acknowledged
cutting off certain third-
party apps from its develop-
er platform for replicating
core functionalities, such
as Twitter’s now-shuttered
Vine, which it said replicat-
ed a Facebook product.

But it provided limited

answers to other questions
on the company’s handling
of prospective competi-
tors. For example, asked
for the timing and “exact
circumstances” that led it
to remove apps Photo,
MessageMe, Voxer and
Stackla, Facebook replied
that it “will restrict apps
that violate its policies,”
without disclosing details.

On a related note,
Senators Josh Hawley, a
Missouri Republican, and
Chris Coons, a Delaware
Democrat, wrote to
Facebook Tuesday to ask
how the social media giant
acquires users’ locations,
why locations are collect-
ed and if collection occurs
when users have asked
that it not be.

Apple answered ques-
tions about its browser and
commissions it pays in its
App Store, and addressed
other issues, most of which
are generally known. It
said exactly two employees
had sought to take disputes
to arbitration. But asked
how much it had spent on
its map app that competes
with Google, it said only
“billions.” — Reuters

Tech cos offer defence in antitrust probe
Cos have seen their reputations tarnished by privacy lapses and allegations of abuse of dominance

Bengaluru, Nov. 20:
Tata Consultancy
Services on Wednesday
announced the launch in
Hyderabad of an innova-
tion hub which will be
used — with support
from Qualcomm
Technologies — to build
domain-specific solu-
tions that utilise the com-
binatorial power of AI,
IoT and 5G technologies.

The hub will utilise
TCS’ expertise in digital
technologies, along with
Qualcomm Technologies'
depth in 5G, edge AI and
edge devices to build
solutions to entirely new
use-cases, TCS said in a
statement.

It will explore the possi-
bilities opened up by 5G
in different industries
such as healthcare, auto-
motive, manufacturing,
retail and utilities.
“Solutions developed at
the hub will help cus-
tomers embrace new
business models, offer
differentiated products
and value-added services,
deliver sophisticated cus-
tomer experiences, and
generate new revenue
streams,” the statement
said. “The convergence of
5G, AI and edge comput-
ing will open unprece-
dented opportunities for
value creation in indus-
trial automation, autono-
mous vehicles and other
industries,” said V.
Rajanna, Global Head,
Technology Business
Unit, TCS.

“The new Innovation
Hub brings together TCS'
and Qualcomm' world-
class technology expert-
ise to unlock the poten-
tial of transformational
solutions in this emerg-
ing space to help global
enterprises explore the
art of the possible and
accelerate their Business
4.0 journeys,” he said.

— PTI 

TCS, QUALCOMM
JOIN HANDS TO
SET UP AI HUB

Tokyo, Nov. 20: Few aspects
of life escape the touch of high
tech in cutting-edge Japan,
including an official song writ-
ten to welcome Pope Francis
when he visits Japan from
Saturday. 

Written by Jun Inoue, the
song, “Protect all Life - The
Signs of the Times”, is based
on the theme of the pope’s
Japan visit and was partly
composed using an artificial
intelligence (AI)-powered pro-
gramme Inoue created that
can write a piece of music in a
few seconds.

Inoue, a producer and com-
poser who has written for top
bands such as Arashi, and is
Catholic, said he agonised
over using the AI programme
but finally decided to include
it because the history of music
and technology were inter-
twined. “I thought I should
give everything I had to the
song, so I decided to put in all
the cutting-edge technology I
had,” he told Reuters. He
shares composing credit with
“Amadeus Code AI”. 

The song, which was written

at the behest of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Japan,
will be played at masses in the
city of Nagasaki as well as
Tokyo and comes in several
versions, including instru-
mental and karaoke.

There are also dance steps
and stylised hand gestures
that are the Japanese sign lan-
guage version of the lyrics,
with a teaching video posted
on the official website for the
pope’s visit. Inoue hopes wor-
shippers at the public masses,
to be held at stadiums, will
sing and dance along with the
song. — Reuters

HIGH-TECH JAPAN USES AI 
IN SONG TO WELCOME POPE

Bengaluru, Nov. 20:
Technology giant IBM
on Wednesday launched
‘Cloud Pak for Security’,
featuring innovations to
connect with any securi-
ty tool, cloud or on-
premise system, without
moving data from its
original source.

The platform includes
open-source technology
for hunting threats,
automation capabilities
to help speed response to
cyberattacks, and the
ability to run in any
environment, the com-
pany said in a statement.

It is the first platform to
leverage new open-
source technology pio-
neered by IBM, which
can search and translate
security data from a vari-
ety of sources, bringing
together critical security
insights from across a
company's multicloud IT
environment, the compa-
ny claimed.

The platform is extensi-
ble, so that additional
tools and applications
can be added over time,
the statement said. 

As businesses move fur-
ther into cloud maturity,
applications and data are
frequently spread across
multiple private and pub-
lic clouds and on-premise
resources, IBM noted.

Attempts to protect this
fragmented IT environ-
ment often require secu-
rity teams to undertake
complex integrations
and continuously switch
between different
screens and point prod-
ucts. General Manager,
IBM Security, Mary
O'Brien was quoted as
saying, “With Cloud Pak
for Security, we're help-
ing to lay the foundation
for a more connected
security ecosystem
designed for the hybrid,
multicloud world.”

— PTI

IBM LAUNCHES
NEW TOOL FOR
CYBER RESPONSE

Tokyo, Nov. 20: Cooking
robots and tastier recipes:
Japanese electronics
giant Sony on Wednesday
launched a new artificial
intelligence unit they
hope will change the way
we cook and eat.

The new research arm,
Sony AI, will operate in
Japan, Europe and the
United States and also
focus on the traditional
areas of gaming, imaging
and sensor equipment, as

well as “gastronomy”.
The firm that produced

the PlayStation franchise
and the “Spider-man”
movie series is the latest
multinational tech com-
pany wanting a piece of
the pie in the food busi-
ness, where data are
increasingly driving new
dishes to pique the palate.

“AI and robotics will not
replace chefs. We are aim-
ing to offer new tools to
expand their creativity

with AI and robotics,”
Sony spokesman Shinichi
Tobe told AFP.

“The field of food
requires a study of molec-
ular structures. By using
AI and its analytical
capacity, we can create
new things,” Tobe said.

“It involves taste, but
also aroma. Through
sensing technologies, we
can perhaps create new
dishes that will please the
human sense of taste,” he

said.
The Tokyo-based gadget-

and-entertainment con-
glomerate is not the only
tech company tapping
into this seam.

IBM earlier this year
teamed up with seasoning
maker McCormick to use
artificial intelligence in
flavour and food product
development.

In the future, Sony fore-
sees the creation of a
robotic kitchen to help

elderly people make meals
at home, but without use
of open flames.

It may also result in the
creation of a restaurant
where robots cook in front
of guests.

“There might be ways of
cooking that can only be
done by robotics. It might
be about temperature con-
trol. Maybe about precise
timings of when or where
to apply heat,” Tobe said. 

— AFP

Sony cooks up AI unit for food revolution

San Francisco, Nov. 20:
Amazon has considered
adding facial recognition
technology to its Ring
doorbell cameras, accord-
ing to a letter to a US sen-
ator defending its video-
sharing partnerships
with police.

The company told Sen.
Ed Markey that facial
recognition is a “contem-
plated, but unreleased fea-
ture” of its home security
cameras but that there are
no plans to coordinate that
feature with its law
enforcement partnerships.

Markey wrote to
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos
in September raising pri-
vacy and civil liberty con-
cerns about Ring's video-
sharing agreements with
police departments across
the country. The company
encourages police to tap
into Ring’s Neighbors app,
a forum for residents to
share videos of suspicious
activity captured by their

home security cameras.
The Massachusetts

Democrat also expressed
alarm that Ring may be
pursuing face-scanning
technology after a patent
application showed the
company is exploring a
system that could flag cer-
tain people as suspicious
and automatically alert
police. Markey released
Amazon’s responses on
Tuesday.

Amazon’s initial
response to Markey said
Ring doesn’t currently
offer facial recognition.
Then Markey sent anoth-
er letter to Bezos asking
why it’s mentioned in
Ring’s privacy policy. In a
November 1 follow-up,
Amazon's vice president
of public policy, Brian
Huseman, said that the
company frequently inno-
vates based on customer
demand and that facial
recognition is an increas-
ingly common feature in

cameras made by com-
petitors such as Google’s
Nest division.

“If our customers want
these features in Ring
security cameras, we will
only release these fea-
tures with thoughtful
design including privacy,
security, and user con-
trol,” Huseman wrote.

Markey’s questions
about facial recognition
were part of broader con-
cerns that some lawmak-
ers and civil liberties advo-
cates have about Ring and

its police partnerships. 
Amazon sought to

address those concerns in
its letters to Markey,
emphasizing that camera
owners have a choice
about whether to share
videos. 

The company noted that
police aren't allowed to
seek recordings that are
longer than 12 hours in
duration or that cover a
geographical area that is
too specific or broad.

But Amazon also said it
doesn’t require law en-

forcement to delete a user’s
video footage after a cer-
tain period. Nor would it
entertain Markey’s
request that it commit to
never selling users’ bio-
metric information, saying
only that it doesn’t do so
now.

Markey said Tuesday
that Amazon is not doing
enough to ensure that its
products don’t run afoul
of civil liberties.

“Connected doorbells
are well on their way to
becoming a mainstay of
American households,
and the lack of privacy
and civil rights protec-
tions for innocent resi-
dents is nothing short of
chilling,” he said in a
statement.

“If you’re an adult walk-
ing your dog or a child
playing on the sidewalk,
you shouldn’t have to
worry that Ring’s products
are amassing footage of
you and that law enforce-

ment may hold that footage
indefinitely or share that
footage with any third par-
ties,” he added.

More than 600 police
departments have signed
up to Ring’s network since
last year and many say it is
becoming a useful crime-
fighting tool. 

Among them is the police
chief of Markey’s home-
town of Malden,
Massachusetts. Chief
Kevin Molis said he is
Markey’s neighbor and
has known him since the
1970s but disagrees with
him about Ring.

“We consider it a valu-
able tool for public safety,”
Molis said in an interview. 
“Is it a bad thing that pri-
vate citizens, in order to
make their streets safer,
are investing their own
money in a product that's
allowing crimes to be
solved and crimes to be
prevented?”

— AP

Amazon considered face scanning to doorbells

■ THE SSERVICE is currently
available in 14 countries,
including the United
Kingdom, the United States,
Canada, Norway, France
and Germany. 

■ WHILE AANALYSTS are
also pinning the success of
Stadia, early reviews sug-
gest that the service has yet
to launch most of its 
much-hyped features 
and games.

Amazon uses aggregated seller data to help
Washington, Nov. 20:
Amazon uses “aggregated
data” from sellers in its
third-party marketplace
to improve its overall
business, the online retail-
er said in response to a
congressional antitrust
probe that could raise con-
cerns with such sellers. 

Such data, also culled
from public sources and
Amazon’s first-party
sales, is available to the
company’s retail and pri-
vate brand teams, it said
in an October 11 docu-
ment released by the US
House of Representatives
Judiciary Committee on

Tuesday. The panel,
which is investigating
potential breaches of
antitrust law by big tech-
nology companies, also
made public the respons-
es from Facebook, Google
and Apple.

Data on individual sell-
ers is not used to improve
Amazon’s business, the
company said, and its
teams do not use seller
data to launch, source or
price private label prod-
ucts, which number about
1,58,000. 

Amazon’s response
offers a glimpse into how
data from sellers, who

compete with Amazon’s
retail business, informs
the Seattle-based compa-
ny’s decisions. Merchants
on Amazon’s platform
have long worried that the
world’s largest online
retailer would use infor-
mation at its disposal to
undercut them.

Amazon did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
seeking comment. 

In the congressional
response, it said use of
public and aggregated
sales data to spot in-
demand products is stan-
dard practice in retailing,
one of Amazon’s many

businesses.
In October, the commit-

tee said it expected a final
report on its probe by the
“first part” of next year.

Amazon also said it may
ask third-party merchants
to lower prices on
Amazon.com when it finds
the sellers asking for less
on a competing website. 

Asked how it ranks shop-
ping results on its website,
Amazon said its algorithm
does not consider factors
such as whether it has a
competing private label
brand, if a competing
third-party seller has pur-
chased ads, or if the seller

is enrolled in Amazon’s
logistics program. 

It instead considers a
product’s availability,
price and how frequently
it was purchased.

Amazon did not offer
details on several items
requested by the subcom-
mittee. These include how
many of its private label
products are sold at cost
or below cost, how much
revenue and profit
Amazon makes from sell-
ing private brands, and its
pricing rationale for
third-party marketplace
services. 

— Reuters

■ THE FFIRST ever suspended animation
trial could lead to a turnaround on the
future of emergency room 
surgeries.

■ SCIENTISTS SSAY the trial is being
performed on patients who have a
survival rate of less than 5%

■ DURING TTHE trial, the patients
are cooled rapidly by replacing
their blood with ice-cold saline.
As a result, the heart stops beat-
ing and brain activity almost 
completely stops.

■ AT NNORMAL body temperatures,
cells need a constant supply of
oxygen to remain alive, but
the cold temperature 
slows or stops the
chemical reactions
in cells, which
need less
oxygen as a
result.

■ THE HHUMAN brain can survive for around
five minutes without oxygen before 

damage occurs, but through EPR a 
surgical team has two hours to work
on the patient’s injuries before
they’re warmed up and their heart 
is restarted.

■ FULL RRESULTS of the trial are 
expected to be announced by the
end of 2020.

■ TISHERMAN, SSCIENTIST at the 
university, raised an interest in 

trauma research after coming across
an incident in which a young man was

stabbed in the heart.

■ ANIMAL SSTUDIES showed
that pigs with acute 

trauma could be 
cooled for 3 hours, 

stitched up and 
resuscitated.

Police aren’t allowed to seek recordings that are longer than 12 hours in duration: Amazon

Once we can prove it works with humans, we can expand 
the utility of this technique to help patients survive that 
otherwise would not
—  SSAMUEL TTISHERMAN, Team member, Baltimore facility

HUMAN PATIENT PUT IN SUSPENDED ANIMATION FOR FIRST TIME

■ THE MMAN was healthy until 
minutes before he died and it could have been 

averted if we had enough time — a duration long
enough to conduct medical procedure. This idea led to

research in the direction of suspended animation.

After ddecades oof ddebate oover ssuspended aanimation, oofficially ccalled tthe eemergency ppreservation aand rresuscita-
tion ((EPR), sscientists aat tthe UUniversity oof MMaryland SSchool oof MMedicine hhave ffor tthe ffirst ttime pput tthe ttechnique

into ppractice. SSuspended aanimation iinvolves pputting tthe ffunctions oof tthe hhuman bbody oon aa mmedical ‘‘pause’ wwhile
performing ccritical ssurgical pprocedures tto aavert oor ddelay ddeath ddue tto ttraumatic cconditions llike ccardiac aarrests.
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■ Stake in 4 other PSUs  to be sold as well

New Delhi, Nov. 20: In
the biggest privatisation
drive ever, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday
approved sale of govern-
ment’s stake in blue-chip
oil firm BPCL, shipping
firm SCI and onland cargo
mover Concor as well as
decided to cut sharehold-
ing in select public sector
firms below 51 per cent to
boost revenue collections
that have been hit by slow-
ing economy.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) approved sale of
government’s entire 53.29
per cent stake along with
transfer of management
control in the country's
second-biggest state-
owned refiner Bharat
Petroleum (BPCL) after
taking out Numaligarh
refinery from its fold,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told reporters
here.

It also approved the sale
of an entire 63.75 per cent
government holding in
Shipping Corp of India
(SCI) and a 30.8 per cent
stake in Container Corp of
India (Concor).

The government cur-
rently holds 54.80 per cent
in Concor and will retain
24 per cent stake post sell-
off but without any veto
powers or management

say, Disinvestment
Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey said.

Besides, the government
will sell its entire holding
in THDC India and North
Eastern Electric Power
Corp Ltd (NEEPCO) to
state power generator
NTPC Ltd, the Finance
Minister said.

The government holds
74.23 per cent in THDCIL
and 100 per cent NEEPCO.

She, however, evaded a
direct reply to the time-
frame for the disinvest-
ments and if the stake
sale will happen during
the current fiscal year
ending March 31, 2020.

Pandey said the due
process will be followed in
privatisation and time-

frame will depend on mar-
ket interest.

Parallelly, the Cabinet
has also approved reduc-
ing government stake in
select PSUs such as Indian
Oil Corp (IOC) to below 51
per cent while continuing
to retain management
control.

The management con-
trol will continue to be
retained with the govern-
ment after considering
equity held by other state-
owned companies in the
divested firm.

The government, cur-
rently, holds 51.5 per cent
in IOC and another 25.9
per cent through state-
owned Life Insurance
Corp of India (LIC), and
explorers Oil & Natural
Gas Corp (ONGC) and Oil
India Ltd (OIL), and the
government can potential-
ly sell 26.4 per cent for
about Rs 33,000 crore.

A similar formula can
also apply to ONGC and
gas utility GAIL India Ltd.

The stake sales are criti-
cal for the government to
meet its disinvestment
target of Rs 1.05 lakh
crore set for the current
fiscal year. The govern-
ment's 53.29 per cent stake
in BPCL is worth about Rs
63,000 crore going by its
closing price of Rs 544.65
on the BSE. — PTI

SHRUTI SSRIVASTAVA
NOV. 20

India is planning to offer
324 companies, including
Tesla Inc. and
GlaxoSmithKline Plc,
incentives to set up facto-
ries in the South Asian
nation in a bid to capitalise
from the trade war
between China and the
United States, according to
a document seen by
Bloomberg.

The government propos-
es to provide the manufac-
turers land to set up a fac-
tory along with power,
water and road access,
according to draft of the
document prepared by the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade and Invest India.
Other companies that offi-
cials will reach out to
include Eli Lilly & Co.,
South Korea’s Hanwha
Chemical Corp., and
Taiwan’s Hon Hai
Precision Industry Co.

While the trade war has
benefitted countries such
as Vietnam and Malaysia,
rigid land acquisition
rules and labor laws have
prompted investors to
largely ignore India when
looking for alternatives to
China. 

The latest proposal may
reduce red tape, and set the
nation, which expanded at
the slowest pace in six
years last quarter, on a
path to double its gross
domestic product to $5 tril-
lion by 2025—a goal set

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

“While in the initial leg
of relocation we have seen
companies moving to
Vietnam, I don’t think it is
too late for India to start
making an effort,” said
Sonal Varma, Chief
Economist for India and
Asia-ex Japan at Nomura
Holdings Inc. in Singapore.
“India offers a unique
advantage of being a huge
domestic market too, so it
is definitely an opportuni-
ty for the government to
attract investment.”

Under the plan, the gov-
ernment will create a land
bank for ready-to-move-in
industrial clusters, offer
investment and location-
based incentives and ratio-
nalise anti-dumping
duties. The proposal
includes incentives for
plug-in and hybrid vehi-
cles, fuel efficiency and
carbon taxation. For the
electronics and telecom
sector, flexible employ-
ment, manufacturing-
related incentives linked to
investments and value
addition have been sought.

The country has made
progress, rising 37 spots
since 2017 in the World
Bank’s ranking for ease of
doing business, but it still
comes in at 63rd, trailing
not only China, but also
Rwanda and Kosovo. At
present, investors keen on
setting up a factory need to
acquire land on their own
which, in some cases,
involves a time consuming
process of negotiating
with small plot owners to
part with their holding.

The Prime Minister’s
Office is considering the
proposal and a decision is
expected soon. An email
sent to the spokeswoman at
the commerce and indus-
try ministry wasn’t imme-
diately answered.

Getting investment
inflows and boosting
exports is high on econom-
ic agenda of the govern-
ment. It has already
slashed corporate tax rate,
making it competitive with
rest of Asia, and has
relaxed foreign investment
rules to attract fund
inflows in the country.

— Bloomberg

Finance
panel may
reject $12 bn
package
to utilities

Chinese bike-maker
CFMoto enters India

BPCL privatisation
gets Cabinet’s nod

◗ Last year, the
government had
sold its stake in
HPCL to ONGC for
`36,915 crore.
◗ BPCL will give
buyers ready
access to 14% of
India's oil refining
capacity and about
one-fourth of the
fuel marketing
infrastructure.

ASHWIN JJ PPUNNEN
with aagency iinputs
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

Markets watchdog Sebi on
Wednesday approved
stricter disclosure norms
for listed companies on
loan defaults and set
revised regulations for
portfolio managers and for
rights issues.

The changes will be effec-
tive from January 1, 2020.

The regulator made it
mandatory for listed com-
panies to disclose default
in repayment of principle
or interest on loans beyond
30 days within 24 hours.

It has also decided to
amend the norms for port-
folio managers by raising
net worth and minimum
investment requirements.

Speaking to reporters
after its board meeting
here, Sebi Chairman Ajay

Tyagi said the objective
behind the new default dis-
closure requirements is to
“get more openness to help
investors”.

There have been several
instances of huge loan
defaults by corporates and
in most cases, the disclo-
sure about loan default
had come very late.

Sending out a stern mes-

sage, Tyagi also said that
action will be taken
against companies that do
not disclose about whistle-
blower complaints in the
garb of finding them as
“not material”. “If compa-
nies are 'fooling' by disclos-
ing information to boost
sentiment, action will be
taken,” Tyagi said. It may
be noted that Sebi is prob-
ing the issue of whistle-
blower complaints against
Infosys.

With a view to keep retail
investors away from port-
folio management
schemes (PMS), Sebi
decided to raise the mini-
mum investment amount
of clients for such schemes
to Rs 50 lakh from the ear-
lier Rs 25 lakh.

Besides, it has decided to
increase the networth
requirement of portfolio
managers to Rs 5 crore

from 2 crore. It further said
the existing portfolio man-
agers will have to meet the
enhanced requirement
within 36 months.

“Hiking the investment
limit for PMS from Rs 25
lakhs to Rs 50 lakhs is a bit
restrictive. Many potential
investors are likely to be
denied the benefits of
PMS,” said V. K.
Vijaykumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services.

The markets regulator
also decided to reduce the
overall time taken for
rights issue to 31 days
from the current 55, a
move aimed at making the
process more efficient.

Besides, the regulator
has made ASBA facility as
a mandatory mode of pay-
ment for all investors
applying to shares on
rights basis.

Sebi tightens default disclosure norms

FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Wednesday
superseded the board of
debt-laden Dewan
Housing Finance
Corporation Limited
(DHFL) owing to gover-
nance concerns and
defaults in meeting vari-
ous payment obligations
by the mortgage lender.
The central bank also said
it would shortly initiate
the process of resolution
of the company under the
insolvency and bankrupt-
cy rules.

R Subramaniakumar,
former Managing
Director and Chief
Executive Officer of the
Indian Overseas Bank,
has been appointed as the
company’s administrator.

However, corporate
watchers said the RBI
superseding the DHFL
board is an action that
has come too late, as
DHFL is now left with
assets that its manage-
ment could not sell and
the mortgage lender has
lost franchise value.

J.N. Gupta, Former
Executive Director of
Sebi, told Financial
Chronicle: “DHFL is a bad
case and action could
have been initiated earli-
er. But our legal and
financial system is such
that action are mostly
taken very late. I will reit-
erate that the RBI has to
look at its backyard and
introspect as to how
things have been allowed
to come to this pass
because the signals (of a
crisis) were there in infra-

structure, real estate and
NBFCs for long. Unless
RBI finds a solution to the
asset liability mismatch,
it will not be wrong to say
that DHFL will not be an
isolated case.”

DHFL will be the first
financier to land up in
bankruptcy court after
the Corporate Affairs
Ministry a few days back
allowed the RBI to refer
NBFCs, including hous-
ing finance companies
with asset size of more
than Rs 500 crore, for reso-
lution under the
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC).
DHFL’s total debt is
around Rs 85,000 crore
while exposure of banks
stands at Rs 38,000 crore.

Talking to reporters in
Mumbai post-the Sebi
board meeting, Sebi
Chairman Ajay Tyagi
said mutual funds, which
have lent substantial
sums of money to DHFL,
will join the resolution
process of DHFL.

“Under the IBC, mutual
funds are also considered
as lenders and they will
follow that rule,” Tyagi
said.

RBI supersedes
DHFL board

Mumbai, Nov. 20: Federal Bank
is transforming its traditional
HR practices by shifting almost
the entire hiring process to a
tool driven on artificial intelli-
gence-arguably a first in the
domestic banking space.

FedRecruit, the new HR tool of
the Kochi-based private sector
lender, employs technology to
drive the HR function to the
fullest, under which the only
human intervention of its multi-
stage hiring process is the final
round where top HR executives

meet up with the new recruits.
Federal Bank is arguably the

first in the domestic banking
space to almost fully switch to
technology for hiring as its large
peers like HDFC Bank, which
uses a lot of tech for banking,
employs AI only at the primary
screening level. 

FedRecruit relies on a series of
connected events or data points
and goes beyond the convention-
al one-sided resume to construct
a 360-degree narrative of the
candidate. These data points are

gathered through multiple
stages—robotic interviews, psy-
chometric and game-based
assessments processes etc.,
Federal Bank HR chief Ajith
Kumar KK told PTI.

The robotic interview process
scans the candidates' personali-
ty traits, uses integrated videos
for virtual face- to-face inter-
views and also employ live
videos for real-time engagement
and notification for better candi-
date management.

To begin with the AI-enabled

chatbot screens, updates on a
real-time basis and takes the
applicant through a slew of
steps before the final hiring. The
chatbot's role ends with an SMS
to the parents of the selected
person.

Even the offer letter is sent out
by the chatbot, Assistant Vice-
President for HR Raj Gopal
chips in, adding the bank has
already hired 350 probationary
officers from campuses since
October and 350 more will be
hired through December to com-

plete the annual target of 700 for
FY20. Of the 350 hired, 150 were
selected in the first month
itself—at the pilot stage.

Enthused by the success of its
pilot experiment, Kumar says
the bank will extend technology
for lateral hiring as well as to
take in non-core staff as well.

Globally organisations are
using advanced technologies for
recruitments and onboarding
whereby they create seamless
candidate experiences, he said.

—PTI

Only machines do the talking in Federal Bank hiring

New Delhi, Nov. 20:
Industry body COAI,
whose members include
Bharti Airtel, Vodafone
Idea and Reliance Jio, on
Wednesday said various
steps including a two-year
moratorium for spectrum
dues to telcos will provide
a relief to the debt-laden
sector.

Cellular Operators
Association of India
(COAI) DG Rajan Mathews
said that proposed tariff
hikes in mobile call and
data rates will partially
help in reducing the stress.
“The combination of three
things — 2-year moratori-
um for spectrum pay-

ments, proposal to
increase in tariff and mod-
ifying adjusted gross rev-
enue will help resurrect
the telecom sector,”
Mathews said.

The cabinet has
approved a two-year
moratorium for spectrum
payment. However, the
deferred payment will be
adjusted in balance annu-
al instalments to be paid
by the service providers
for spectrum they pur-
chased through auctions.

Telecom players includ-
ing Airtel and Vodafone
Idea had sought some
relief from the telecom
sector.

This includes request to
not press for the AGR lia-
bility payment and grant
waivers, not levying spec-
trum usage charges (SUC)
on non-licenced revenue,
reduction of licence fee
and SUC rates and use of
GST credit for payment of
government levies.

Last week, India’s two
leading telecom operators
Vodafone Idea and Bharti
Airtel reported a com-
bined loss of Rs 74,000
crore for the second quar-
ter ended September 2019,
mainly on account of
statutory dues arising
from the recent Supreme
Court order on AGR.

The apex court has
upheld the government’s
position on including rev-
enue from non-telecommu-
nication businesses in cal-
culating the annual AGR
of telecom companies, a
share of which has to be
paid as licence and spec-
trum fee to the exchequer.
The ruling over statutory
liabilities has triggered a
rush for provisioning by
telecom companies. While
Vodafone Idea posted a
loss of Rs 50,921 crore —
the highest-ever quarterly
loss by any corporate in
India — Airtel reported a
loss of Rs 23,045 crore.

— PTI

Govt plans incentives for
324 foreign manufacturers 

2-year moratorium a relief: COAI
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INDICATORS %
Sensex 40,651.64 +0.45
Nifty 50 11,999.10 +0.49
S&P 500 3,114.60 -0.18
Dollar (`) 71.86 0.15
Pound Sterling (`) 92.75 -0.11
Euro (`) 79.39 0.01
Gold (10gm)* (`) 38,127▼78 -0.20
Brent crude ($/bbl)* $62.64 +1.73
IN 10-Yr bond yield +6.458 -0.015
US 10-Yr T-bill yield +1.753 -0.001

* As of 9:30 pm IST

Promoters to
divest 16.5%
more in ZEEL
Essel Group said it is planning
to sell a 16.5 percent stake in its
flagship ZEE Entertainment
Enterprises to financial creditors
to meet its loan repayment obli-
gations. Of this 16.5 per cent,
2.3 per cent stake will be sold
to OFI Global China Fund/ its
affiliates. After these transac-
tions, the group’s overall hold-
ings in ZEEL will come down to
5 per cent, the firm said. 

BSNL-MTNL
merger may be
done in 2 years

The government said the merg-
er of BSNL and MTNL is likely
to be completed in 18-24
months. "The process of merg-
er is likely to be completed in
18-24 months," Telecom
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
said in a written reply in the
Lok Sabha. The Centre has ear-
lier said that till the completion
of the merger, MTNL will oper-
ate as a subsidiary of BSNL. 

Women allowed to
work in night
shifts in Karnataka
The Karnataka government
issued a notification allowing
women to work in night shifts
(7 pm to 6 am) in all factories
registered under the Factories
Act. The state government has
in the notification cited Madras
High Court judgement striking
down Section 66(1)(b) of the
Factories Act, 1948, which pro-
hibited employment of women
to work in night shifts. 

Citi India’s 
ex-head Pramit
Jhaveri quits
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Facing page

Pramit Jhaveri, the former
country head of Citi India, has
quit for unspecified reasons,
sources said. The 56-year-old
Jhaveri had joined Citigroup in
1987 and had a steady rise to
become Vice-Chairman of
banking, capital markets and
advisory for Asia Pacific earlier
this year, after heading the
India operations for almost a
decade between 2010 and
2019. 

Five developing economes with 
manufacturing potential
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New Delhi, Nov. 20:
The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) has allowed
Reliance Industries to
delist textile manufac-
turer Alok Industries,
which it has acquired
through the insolvency
process.

A two-member
NCLAT bench headed
by Chairperson Justice
S J Mukhopadhaya has
modified the order
passed by the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT), Ahemdabad,
which denied such per-
mission.

While approving the
Rs 5,052-crore bid of
RIL for Alok Industries
on March 8, 2019, the
NCLT did not give its
approval to RIL's plea
for granting exemp-
tions for delisting of
Alok Industries' shares
from the bourses. Later,
RIL again sought per-
mission, but was denied
on July 26, 2019.

“The Appellant (RIL)
is directed to comply
with the plan forth-
with,” said the NCLAT.

The appellate tribunal
observed that Sebi in its
affidavit had also said
there is no requirement
for permission of the
markets regulator for
such delisting. —PTI

NCLAT
approves

delisting of
Alok Inds

RITWIK MMUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, NOV. 20

It’s catch ‘em
young, grow
them old for
Boost, the
health food
drinks brand
from the GSK
stable. Boost
has roped in Jonty
Rhodes, acclaimed as
one of the greatest field-
ers, to train sports
enthusiasts on its
online platform–Boost-
camp. Through this
platform, cricketing
heroes will train aspi-
rants about various
facets of sports.

“Boost has a strong
association with stami-
na, energy and winning
spirit. We are delighted
to bring on board one of
the greatest cricket leg-
ends to our Boost fami-
ly, who perfectly repre-
sents the brand’s per-
sona…We look forward
to provide every kid
with access to learn
from one of the best
sportsmen in the
world,” said Vikram
Bahl, Area Marketing
Lead, Nutrition & Dige-
stive Health, GSKCH
Indian subcontinent.

On the Boostcamp,
Rhodes will be sharing
his experience through
training videos on
‘Fielding’, an integral
feature of modern-day
cricket. The videos that
will be rolled out on the
online platform will
include modules on
catching, fielding
inside/outside the cir-
cle and running out.

Boostcamp was
launched with the aim
of inspiring young
sports enthusiasts to
play a bigger game and
take on bigger and
tougher opponents.
Through this initiative,
young talent are given
tips and tricks on how
to improve skills, build
stamina, handle tough
situations and take the
right nutrition by Virat
Kohli, MS Dhoni,
Rishabh Pant and
Shreyas Iyer.

Rhodes to
field for

Boost, train
young Indians

Jonty
Rhodes

◗ Listed companies
have to disclose
default in repayment
of principle or inter-
est beyond 30 days
within 24 hours
◗ Overall time taken
for rights issue will
be cut to 31 days
from 55

SEEKING SPEED

The ‘Next China’ contenders
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SUDARSHAN VVARADHAN
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20

India’s Finance Commi-
ssion has told the power
ministry that its proposal to
award utilities Rs 83,500
crore ($11.6 billion) in incen-
tives to install equipment to
curb emissions is “unvi-
able,” a senior official at the
ministry told Reuters on
Tuesday.

The ministry submitted its
proposal to the Finance
Commission, which reviews
government spending, in
February.

The proposal was intended
to help plants comply with
new sulphur dioxide emis-
sions standards originally
set by the environment min-
istry in 2015.

The standards mandate
installation of pollution cut-
ting equipment. Some
plants must comply by the
end of this year, while oth-
ers have up to the end of
2022 to do so.

More than half of India’s
coal-fired power plant units
ordered to retrofit equip-
ment to curb air pollution
are already set to miss the
deadline, Reuters reported
on Friday.

The Finance Commission
was likely to reject the
power ministry’s spending

proposal, according to the
ministry official, who is not
authorised to speak to
media and so did not wish to
be identified.

A spokeswoman for the
Commission said the gov-
ernment body has not
finalised its recommenda-
tions, but declined to com-
ment further. If the Finance
Commission rejects the pro-
posal, the plans are unlikely
to be approved by the gov-
ernment.

A power ministry spokes-
man declined to comment.

Emissions from power
plants are one of the biggest

causes of the chronic smog
now seen in New Delhi and
some other Indian cities.

The Association of Power
Producers (APP), a lobby
group for private utilities
in India, estimates it will
cost private companies
roughly $38 billion to ret-
frofit their plants to cut
emissions.

It contends that debt-laden
power producers, which are
still owed over $11 billion in
dues by government-owned
distribution companies,
cannot afford to invest such
vast sums at this time.

India has identified 34 eco-

nomically stressed power
plants with a combined
capacity of 40 gigawatt
(GW). They are owned by
companies, including Adani
Power, Essar Power, the
GMR group, the Lanco
Group and Jaiprakash
Power Ventures Ltd.

The Ministry of Power
wants to extend deadlines
for some economically
stressed power plants that
have been ordered to retrofit
equipment to curb air pollu-
tion, the official and two
other power ministry offi-
cials familiar with the mat-
ter said.

Among the 34 plants, the
debt of 28 plants are in var-
ious stages of resolution
and some of those plants
may be able to meet the
emission deadlines, one of
the officials said. The min-
istry wants to grant an
extension for the other six
plants, the official said, but
did not name the plants.

The Supreme Court,
which is hearing a petition
on air pollution, will make
the final call on the issue.

“We will finalise a list of
plants which need exten-
sion and then submit to the
Supreme Court, which will
take a call,” the official
said.

— Reuters
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PROJECTION FOR TODAY
BELL

The market continued its
positive momentum for
second consecutive day
with the Sensex touching
all time high, while the
Nifty crossed 12k mark
during the day. 

The BSE Sensex
gained182 points to close
just shy of its lifetime
high on Wednesday, pro-
pelled by index heavy-
weight Reliance
Industries, Sun Pharma
and IndusInd Bank.

After scaling a new
intra-day record of
40,816.38, the 30-share
index ended 181.94
points, or 0.45 per cent,
higher at 40,651.64. It is
just 2 points shy of its all-
time closing high, hit on
November 7, 2019.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty closed just
below the crucial 12,000-
mark, advancing 59
points, or 0.49 per cent, to
end at 11,999.10.

Post the Q2 results sea-
son, the focus has now
shifted toward govern-
ment policy action as
well as global develop-
ments. Market interest
in select PSUs increased
post-talks of divestment
in Union cabinet meet-
ing. Going forward,
while the Nifty upside
remains limited due to
fair valuations, stock
specific action is likely to
continue. 

Technical view

“Technically, Nifty
formed a Doji Candle on
daily scale which indi-
cates indecisiveness at
higher levels. But it
managed to hold above
previous day’s high
throughout the session
and formed higher
highs-higher lows on
second consecutive ses-
sion. The support for
Nifty is now inching
higher towards 11900
and then 11850 levels;
while immediate hurdle
remains intact at 12100 –
12150 zones,” Siddhartha
Khemka, Hea - Retail
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services
Private Ltd.
“Markets usually run
ahead of macros and
price future growth.
There are three positive
indicators for growth --
reduction in corporate
tax rate, proposed divest-
ment of large public sec-
tor units, and a possible
resolution of the US-
China trade impasse.
Therefore we see growth
coming back in 2020,”
said Sanjiv Bhasin,
Director, IIFL Securities.

Market view

“Second Quarter
Earnings were rescued
by corporate tax cuts
and with Fund Houses
piling on to large cap
index components we
have seen record highs
today led by RIL which
is rapidly gaining mar-
ket share in its Telecom
vertical,” S
Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP
Securities.

Nifty upside
capped due
to fair 
valuations

Finance panel may reject
$12 bn package to utilities

■ Sops were proposed to help power firms cut emissions

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, NOV. 20

National Highway toll
plazas will issue FASTags
on the spot for vehicles
entering dedicated lanes
from December 1. They
may be charged a double
penal fee for entering dedi-
cated lanes without
FASTags.

The National Highway
Authority of India has ini-
tiated daily trial runs for
the implementation of
National Electronic Toll
Collection (FASTag) mech-
anism at National Highway
toll plazas across the coun-
try from the December 1,
this year.  

While reviewing the
progress of the project,
Union Minister for Road
Transport & Highways and
MSME Nitin Gadkari was
told that a provision for
issuing on-the-spot FAST-
ags is being implemented.
The minister wanted that
on-the-spot mechanism for
issuing FASTags for the
vehicles entering dedicated
FASTag lane should also be
put in place so that the
road users have a choice of
either obtaining the
FASTag or paying the dou-
ble penal fee for using
FASTag lane, a govern-
ment release said.

NHAI also has identified
dedicated FASTag lanes
and are being enforced dur-
ing the daily trial runs.
The minister asked all
efforts to be made on war
footing to address any
issue arising at the daily
trial run initiated by
NHAI.

He directed the ministry
officials that regular
review at the highest level
in NHAI may be undertak-
en for ensuring smooth
rollout of the scheme. 

NH toll plazas
to issue
FASTags 
on the spot

RANJEETHA PPAKIAM
NOV. 20

Asia’s food and agricultural indus-
try will need additional investments
of $800 billion over the next decade
to grow to a sustainable size and
reach a point where it can feed itself,
according to a report released on
Wednesday.

Population growth, changing con-
sumer needs and climate change are
among the challenges. The region is
urbanizing rapidly, and by 2030 will
be home to 250 million more people,
equivalent to another Indonesia,
with a growing appetite for healthy
food sustainably and ethically
sourced, according to PwC,
Rabobank and Temasek Holdings
Pte, Singapore’s state investment
company.

Most of the investment, or about

$550 billion, will fund core needs
revolving around sustainability,
safety, health and convenience,
while the other $250 billion is to pro-
vide increased amounts of food for
the growing population.

Asia is unable to feed itself, relying
on imports flowing through long
supply chains from the Americas,
Europe and Africa, and it’s expected
to more than double its spend on
food over the next decade, according
to the report. As the population
booms, issues of food security, sup-
ply, depleting natural resources, and
availability of arable land and water
are set to become more important.

“A fundamental change is required
across the entire food supply chain
in Asia to enable and sustain the
region’s food security,” Anuj
Maheshwari, Managing Director of
Agribusiness at Temasek, said in a

statement on Wednesday. “We see
immense opportunities for start-
ups, businesses and governments to
work together in creating innova-
tive solutions.”

Singapore, Tokyo, Beijing and
Mumbai are among some Asian
cities with the potential to become

“agri-food tech hubs,” according to
the report. In addition to other ini-
tiatives, Singapore will set up a new
research institute in the first half of
2020, covering food, nutrition, public
health, biotechnology and food safe-
ty, among other topics, according to
Koh Poh Koon, senior minister of
state at the Ministry of Trade and
Industry.

According to the report, Asia is
urbanising faster than any other
region, and will house all of the
world’s expected three 30 million+
cities and 65 per cent of the world’s
middle-class by 2030. The region’s
food spend will rise to more than $8
trillion by 2030 from $4 trillion this
year. Net imports of food have
tripled since the turn of the century,
and now stand at around 220 million
tons a year, it said, citing the FAO.

— Bloomberg

Asia needs $800 bn over a decade to feed itself

MICHAEL GGONSALVES
PUNE, NOV. 20

CFMoto, the Chinese motor-
cycle manufacturer, is the
latest to enter the lucrative
21.18 million Indian motor-
cycles market by opening its
first showroom in India at
Thane, near Mumbai on
Wednesday and it intro-
duced four motorcycle mod-
els to lure buyers.

The Chinese firm has part-
nered with the Indian
Anvita Autotech Works
company to form a joint
venture to sell the Chinese
motorcycles. At present
CFMoto sells a range of its
bikes in about 100 countries.

India is the world’s largest
motorcycles market where
over 14 international and
Indian bike brands such as
American Harley-Davidson,
Japanese Kawasaki, Italian
Ducati, British Triumph
Motorcycles, American
Indian, Italian Benelli,
Japanese Honda, Italian

MV Augusta, Japanese
Yamaha and Suzuki, among
others, compete for market
share.

CFMoto, which has tied up
with the Indian auto firm
AMW which later changed
its name to Anvita Autotech
Works, has introduced four
bikes called 300NK, 650NK,
650MT and 650GT priced at
Rs 2.29 lakh, Rs 3.99 lakh, Rs
4.99 lakh and Rs 5.49 lakh
respectively at pan India
showroom.

Some of these bikes are
cheaper by 12,000 to Rs 1.7
lakh compared with rivals
such as Kawasaki, BMW
and Honda bikes, officials
disclosed.

“We as an Indian partner
have invested Rs 80 crore in
setting up an assembly
plant near Bangalore and
marketing the range of
bikes in India,” Vamsi
Krishna Jagini, CEO at

Anvita AutoTech Works
told Financial Chronicle.

He said the present
four new models called

300NK, 650NK,
650MT and 650GT

would be upgrad-
ed to BS-VI norm

compliant and
start selling
them in the
Indian mar-
ket from
April 2020.

Chinese bike
maker CFMoto
enters India

ANDY MMUKHERJEE

Interest rates could surge,
exchange rates may col-
lapse, the sun might stop
shining brightly.

Every conceivable danger
an investor needs to be
aware of in an initial public
offering is discussed in the
August prospectus of
Sterling and Wilson Solar
Ltd., among the world’s
biggest engineering con-
tractors to solar farms. And
yet, the risk that struck hap-
less shareholders was
buried under related-party
transactions on Page 37:
that the Indian company’s
storied founders won’t keep
their promise.

The 42 per cent carnage in
Sterling and Wilson shares
over three trading sessions
in Mumbai is the story of

this broken pledge.
Controlling shareholders
had promised to return
with interest what they owe
the business — but are now
dragging their feet. That’s
shabby treatment of minor-
ity investors, and that, too,
within just three months of
the firm being floated to the
public. It’s also a cautionary
tale about India’s belea-
guered real estate industry
and its inability to raise
cash.

A debt-saddled India Inc.
has bungled its cash-flow
forecasts, triggering a $200-
billion-plus bad loan prob-
lem. The stress in the bank-
ing system has filtered into
the balance sheets of shad-
ow financiers who provide
the lifeblood of financing to
the property industry. Their
own funding under strain,

these lenders have started
mistrusting borrowers that
not long ago were ranked
among the bluest of chips.

The 154-year-old
Shapoorji Pallonji Group,
which constructed the
Reserve Bank of India’s
Mumbai headquarters as
well as the Sultan of
Oman’s palace, had given

its word to IPO investors. In
90 days after the listing of
Sterling and Wilson Solar,
the founders — Shapoorji
Pallonji and Company Pvt
and partner Khurshed
Daruvala — would return
the loan of 23 billion rupees
($325 million) they had
taken from the firm.

“What’s $325 million to
these rich backers?”
investors must have
thought, as they wrote
their IPO subscription
checks. Pallonji Mistry, the
90-year-old patriarch of the
group, now run by son
Shapoor, is worth more
than $20 billion, according
to Bloomberg data. The pri-
vately held construction
unit garners $1.75 billion in
annual operating income,
according to a rating
agency estimate. 

The solar company’s pub-
lic issue went through,
though it didn’t pull in as
much money for the
founders as the Mistry fam-
ily had hoped for. Still, the
group’s struggle to keep its
IPO commit-
ment became
clear only late
last week. Four
days before the
Nov. 18 payment deadline,
the founders wrote to the
company’s board, asking
for a more lenient payment
schedule and a reduction in
the principal amount, cit-
ing “significant and rapid
deterioration in the credit
markets.” Shares in
Sterling and Wilson Solar, a
profitable business with a
global order book, tanked.  

More crucially, the
Shapoorji Pallonji Group’s

money problems gave
Mumbai’s already-jittery
financial community anoth-
er reason to feel nervous.
Several of India’s current
and former billionaires are
in trouble. But this isn’t just

any tycoon. The
Mistry family
owns an 18.4 per
cent  stake in
India’s salt-to-

software conglomerate Tata
Group.

That shareholding is
worth $14 billion. Or that’s
what Pallonji Mistry’s
younger son, Cyrus,
claimed in a legal appeal
after he was ousted as Tata
Group chairman in a 2016
boardroom coup. It used to
be child’s play to raise
money against those shares.
But as the fight rolled on,
Tata Group amended its

charter and became a pri-
vate limited firm. That has
presumably limited the liq-
uidity of the Mistry fami-
ly’s shareholding, even
though rating firms don’t
acknowledge any such loss
of flexibility.

Then came the sudden col-
lapse in September 2018 of
highly rated infrastructure
financier IL&FS Group.
Funding for shadow banks
froze up, forcing them to
raise borrowing costs —
particularly for real-estate
players who were juggling
long-term assets by rolling
over short-term loans. Icra
Ltd, an affiliate of Moody’s
Investors Service, said the
Shapoorji Pallonji Group’s
flagship construction firm
was “exposed to refinancing
risk.” 

— Bloomberg

The Sun stops shining for property mogul Pallonji Mistry

New Delhi, Nov 20:
India's sugar production
declined 64 per cent to 4.85
lakh tonnes till November
15 in the current marketing
year that started last
month, as mills in
Maharashtra have not yet
begun their operations,
industry body Isma said on
Wednesday.

The sugar marketing year
runs from October to
September. "As on
November 15, 2019, 100
sugar mills were crushing
sugarcane, as compared to
310 sugar mills last year on
November 15, 2018. During
the current 2019-20 sugar
season, sugar production
as on November 15, was
4.85 lakh tonnes as com-
pared to 13.38 lakh tonnes
produced as on November
15, 2018, in 2018-19 sugar
season," the Indian Sugar
Mills Association (Isma)
said in a statement. It
attributed the reason for
fall in production to sugar
mills in Maharashtra not

yet starting their sugar-
cane crushing operation
this season. The state had
produced 6.31 lakh tonnes
till November 15, 2018.
Production in Uttar Pra-
desh, however, increased to
2.93 lakh tonnes from 1.76
lakh tonnes. Sugar output
in Karnataka has fallen to
1.43 lakh tonnes from 3.60
lakh tonnes during the
period under review as less-
er number of mills have
started operations so far.

"Maharashtra and Karna-
taka faced drought last
year, because of which the
area planted under sugar-
cane therein has dropped
by about 30 per cent as com-
pared to last season,” Isma
said. —PTI

Sugar output falls
64% till Nov. 15 

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, NOV. 20

The real estate sector has
filed 115 insolvency cases till
September and $1 billion
has already been transacted
under stressed asset deals in
2019.

Corporates saddled with
huge debt have been
increasingly liquidating
real estate assets and
investors are evaluating
options including acquiring
non-performing assets, dis-
tress sale and entity level
stake. Around $1 billion has
already been transacted in
the current year, as per the
data from JLL India.

Some of the recent
stressed asset deals include
sale of an IT park in
Bengaluru by Café Coffee
Day Enterprise for $385 mil-
lion to reduce its debt.
Blackstone and Salarpuria
Sattva Developers have
acquired the 90-acre, IT-
focussed Global Village
Tech Park. Similarly in hos-

pitality sector, Brookfield
has received approvals to
acquire assets of Hotel
Leela Venture comprising
key hotel properties in
Delhi, Bangalore, Udaipur
and Chennai for $564 mil-
lion.

As per the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India,
a total 115 insolvency cases
have been filed as of
September 2019 under real
estate category. Of these 87
cases are under process
while 28 are closed.

Residential real estate seg-
ment presents the maxi-
mum number of stressed

assets. India’s residential
sector has been reeling
under the pressure of
delayed/stalled projects
with 4.54 lakh units running
behind their completion
dates. Some of them are
already under bankruptcy
proceedings. The value of
these projects is estimated
to be $66 billlion, according
to JLL.

“The capital commitment
by institutional investors
gives comfort to the lenders
leading to faster resolution
in these deals. Such deals
also provide opportunity for
investors to optimise their
returns in line with under-
lying risks,’ said Ramesh
Nair, CEO and country
head, India, JLL.

Though government has
announced a special fund to
infuse liquidity into the sec-
tor, it will fall short of meet-
ing the entire requirement.
So, several projects will
move into insolvency
process, providing an oppor-
tunity for investors.

Realty sees 115 insolvency
cases, $1 bn stressed deals
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—ASHWIN JJ PPUNNEN

SCOTT MMURDOCH,
JULIE ZZHU
HONG KONG, NOV. 20

Chinese e-commerce
giant Alibaba Group
raised up to $12.9 billion
in a landmark listing in
Hong Kong, the largest
share sale in the city in
nine years and a world
record for a cross-border
secondary share sale.

The deal will be seen
as a boost to Hong Kong
following more than five
months of anti-govern-
ment protests and its
recent slide into its first
recession in a decade.

Alibaba said in a state-
ment it had priced the
shares at HK$176
($22.49) each, a discount
of 2.9 per cent to its New
York closing price.

The price means
Alibaba will raise at
least HK$88 billion ($11.3
billion) — a symbolic
total because the num-
ber 8 is associated with
prosperity and good for-
tune in Chinese culture.

Alibaba has also cho-
sen the stock code 9988
for its listing, which for
Chinese speakers com-
bines two of the luckiest
numbers, together sym-
bolizing long-lasting
prosperity. —Reuters

Alibaba raises 
$12.9 billion
in HK listing 

MICHAEL GGONSALVES
PUNE, NOV. 20

Maruti Suzuki's new
entry level car S-Presso
has become one of the 10
best-selling cars within
a month of its launch.

The company said in
an exchange filing that
it sold 10,634 units of the
mini-SUV in October,
bagging 8th rank.

Priced from Rs 3.69
lakh upto Rs 4.91 lakh,
S-Presso was launched
on September 30. It
competes primarily
against Renault Kwid
which was a runaway
success since its launch
in 2015.

Maruti Suzuki has
long been a dominant
figure in the top 10
monthly sales charts.

The top 10 models in
October, according to
Siam, are Maruti Suzuki
Dzire selling 19,569
units, Maruti Swift
19,401 units, Maruti Alto
17,903 units, Maruti
Baleno 16,237 units,
Hyundai Elite i20 14,683
units, Maruti WagonR
14,359 units, Kia Seltos
12,854 units, Maruti S-
Press 10,634 units,
Maruti Vitara Brezza
10,227 units and Maruti
EECO 10,011 units.

New Maruti
S-Presso
enters top 10

New York, Nov 20:
Microsoft's India-born
Chief Executive Officer
Satya Nadella has occu-
pied the top spot in
Fortune's Business-
person of the Year 2019
list, an annual compila-
tion that also includes
Mastercard CEO Ajay
Banga and Arista head
Jayshree Ullal. 

Fortune's annual
Businessperson of the
Year list features 20 busi-
ness leaders "who tack-
led audacious goals,
overcame impossible
odds, found creative solu-
tions".

The list is topped by
Nadella, who has been at
the helm of the technolo-
gy giant since 2014.

"In a year dominated by
political chaos and blus-
ter, it was a rare brand of
steady — even quiet —
leadership that won the
day in the business
world. And no one epito-
mises that brand of
obsessively results-driv-
en, team-based leader-
ship more than our new
No. 1 Businessperson of
the Year," Fortune said.

Banga is ranked 8th,
while Ullal comes in at
the 18th spot in the list
for which Fortune looked
at 10 financial factors .

— PTI

Nadella is top
business
person of Year

Column

Old money
Shapoorji Pallonji Group patriarch and former
chairman Pallonji Mistry’s net worth was 
estimated at $20 billion at the end of last year
■ Pallonji Mistry net worth 20
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Longer haul
Defender Leonardo Bonucci renews his con-
tract with Juventus by one year, will remain
with the Italian champions until 2024

Paris, Nov. 20: Aaron
Ramsey sent Wales to
Euro 2020 with a brace to
give them a 2-0 win over
Hungary and a spot in
next summer’s finals,
while Belgium completed
their perfect qualifying
campaign with a mauling
of Cyprus.

Ramsey hit his decisive
double either side of half-
time at the Cardiff City
Stadium to ensure that
Ryan Giggs’s side
leapfrogged Tuesday’s
opponents into second
place in Group ‘E’ to
snatch a spot at the multi-
host tournament.

Wales also held off
Slovakia, who beat
Azerbaijan 2-0 but finished
a point behind in third
thanks to their defeat at
group winners Croatia in
the previous round of
matches.

Ramsey’s match-winning
display came in his first
start of qualifying and
capped a superb perform-
ance that belied a charac-
teristically injury-dogged
season in Serie ‘A’.

The 28-year-old made an
immediate impact by
charging into the box to
meet Gareth Bale’s inch-
perfect cross to settle the
home side’s nerves on 15
minutes.

There was no way back
for the visitors once
Ramsey controlled Kieffer
Moore’s knockdown to
smash home from close
range two minutes into the
second half.

BELGIUM BLAST SIX 
PAST CYPRUS

One of the favourites for
the tournament which
kicks off in Rome on June
12, Belgium, made it a per-
fect 10 wins from 10 with a
6-1 thrashing of Cyprus
that saw Christian
Benteke score twice.

The Crystal Palace for-
ward is yet to score in the
Premier League but
opened Belgium’s account

in the 16th minute with a
tap-in two minutes after
Nicholas Ioannou stunned
the Group ‘I’ winners with
a superb run and shot.

He rounded off the scor-
ing in the 68th minute
when he collected a neat
through ball from Kevin
De Bruyne and slotted past
Neofytos Michael.

Russia, who finished two
points behind Belgium,
thumped San Marino 5-0
in one of a host of dead
rubbers.
FREE-SCORING GERMANY
NAIL NORTHERN IRELAND

Germany and the
Netherlands thumped
Northern Ireland and
Belarus to close their cam-
paigns in style.

Serge Gnabry said
Germany were heading to
the Euros in a positive
mood after hitting a hat-
trick that sank the
Northern Irish 6-1 and
gave them top spot in
Group ‘C’.

WIJNALDUM NETS 
HAT-TRICK FOR DUTCH

Georginio Wijnaldum
meanwhile made another
stand against racism as he
also scored three times in
the Netherlands’ 5-0 crush-
ing of Belarus.

Liverpool midfielder
Wijnaldum was angered at
Excelsior striker Ahmad
Mendes Moreira being
subjected to racist chanti-
ng by FC Den Bosch fans
during a Dutch second
division match.

And after opening the
scoring in the sixth
minute he and Frenkie de
Jong joined on the side-
lines to bring their arms
together to draw attention
to their different skin
colour. Myron Boadu made
it a night to remember by
scoring on his internation-
al debut to make it five
three minutes from the
end, collecting Kevin
Strootman’s pass before
slotting home. — AFP

Gareth Bale (second from right) is seen sharing a light moment with his teammates
after their Euro Group ‘E’ win over Hungary.

Aaron Ramsey (left), Gareth Bale (second from left) and Ethan Ampadu (right) celebrate their 2-0 win over Hungary during their UEFA Euro 2020 Group ‘E’ qualifying match at
the Cardiff City Stadium, in Cardiff, Wales, on Tuesday. — AP

SHORT TAKES

I haven’t played that
much but I took

time off to get ready
for this event.

— Nick Kyrgios, post his 6-4, 6-4
win over Colombia’s Alejandro

Gonzalez in their Davis Cup match

Maradona steps
down at Gimnasia
Buenos Aires: Diego Maradona

has quit as coach of Argentinian
Superliga side Gimnasia, less

than three months after taking
over, the club announced on

Tuesday.
“Maradona is no longer the

Gimnasia coach. He said he was
here to add to things, not to

divide,” club president Gabriel
Pellegrino said on Argentina’s

Radio La Red said on
Maradona’s decision to leave. 

Reports in Argentina suggest-
ed Maradona’s departure was

linked to an imminent manage-
ment shake-up at the club in La

Plata, 50 kilometres from
Buenos Aires.

Maradona was no longer keen
on remaining at the club after

Pellegrino, the man who
brought him back to Argentine
football, pulled out of running

for re-election as the side’s
president next Saturday.
Before his last match in

charge, he tied his future to
Pellegrino’s: “I talked to the

president and told him that I
would continue if he continues.”

— AFP

Mourinho takes
over Spurs reins
London: Jose Mourinho was on

Wednesday appointed
Tottenham’s new manager to
replace the sacked Mauricio

Pochettino, with the club lan-
guishing 14th in the Premier

League.
The Portuguese former

Chelsea, Real Madrid and
Manchester United manager

signed a contract until the end
of the 2022/23 season, the
north London club said in a

statement.
Pochettino, 47, transformed

Spurs’ fortunes after arriving
from Southampton in 2014 and
although he failed to win a tro-

phy he took the club to the
Champions League final for the
first time in their history just six

months ago.
But the Argentine was sacked

on Tuesday, with Tottenham
struggling in the league after

picking up just three wins from
their opening 12 games.

This season they were
knocked out of the League Cup
by fourth-tier Colchester United
and suffered an embarrassing 7-

2 defeat at home to Bayern
Munich in the Champions

League. — AFP

ROCKY NAMES
30 PLAYERS

FOR CAMP

MANU, RAHI MISS
SHOOTING WORLD
CUP TARGET

New Delhi: The Indian women’s
football team coach Maymol

Rocky on Wednesday named
30 members for a preparatory

camp ahead of the South Asian
Games (SAG) starting in

Kathmandu on December 1.
The squad will head for a 10-
day camp starting in Kolkata

from Wednesday with Maymol
at the helm.

Making their return to the
national team fold are the likes

of Dalima Chhibber and
Sandhiya Ranganathan, who

were part of the team that won
the SAFF Women’s

Championship earlier this year
— the last time this side played

in Nepal. “It is good to have
them (Dalima and Sandhiya)

back. Certainly, with the other
new players coming in as well,

the senior players will be on
their toes and there will be a

heathy competition within the
squad,” Maymol said.

Talking about the camp,
Maymol stated that there is

“increased confidence” in the
team after the result against

Vietnam and these 10 days will
offer her a great opportunity to

assess the fresh faces.
THE SQUAD: Goalkeepers: Aditi

Chauhan, M. Linthoingambi Devi, E.
Panthoi Chanu, Esther H. Defenders:

Ashalata Devi, Sweety Devi, Jabamani
Tudu, Ranjana Chanu, W.

Linthoingambi Devi, Ritu Rani, Michel
Castanha, Dalima Chhibber, Anline

Fernandes. Midfielders: Sangita
Basfore, Sanju, Manisha, Ratanbala
Devi, Grace Lalrampari, Roja Devi,

Sumithra Kamraj, Karthika Angamuthu,
Soni Behera. Forwards: Anju Tamang,

Sandhiya R, Bala Devi, Dangmei Grace,
Daya Devi, Renu, Sharda Kumari,

Karishma Shirvoikar — PTI

Bale’s celebration after
win triggers Real row
Cardiff, Nov. 20: Gareth
Bale laughed and danced
with his Welsh interna-
tional teammates behind a
flag that had the message:
‘Wales. Golf. Madrid. In
That Order.’

The forward can look for-
ward to playing in another
major tournament with
Wales after helping the
national team secure a
place in next year’s
European Championship
on Tuesday.

Given the way he cele-
brated qualification,
Bale’s future with Real
Madrid might not be so
rosy.

Much will hinge on the

fitness of Bale and
Ramsey, who are both
injury prone. This was the
first time they started
together for Wales since a
Nations League qualifier
against Denmark last
November.

“This is where we want

to be. We will go there and
have some fun again,”
Bale said about Wales
reaching a major tourna-
ment for only the third
time. He looked like he
was having fun after the
match as he danced on the
field behind a flag whose
message was seemingly
linked to recent comments
made by former Real
Madrid player Predrag
Mijatovic when discussing
Bale’s current priorities at
Madrid. Bale, who is big
golf fan, has rarely
appeared for Madrid in
recent weeks because of
injury but was able to play
for Wales. — AP

Pakistan serve up teens for Indian tie
New Delhi, Nov. 20:
Pakistan has been forced
to pick two rookie 17-year-
olds for their Davis Cup
encounter against a full-
strength Indian squad,
after senior players
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi and
Aqeel Khan pulled out
protesting against the tie
being shifted to a neutral
venue.

The International Tennis
Federation (ITF) has shift-
ed the November 29-30 tie
from Islamabad to
Kazakhstan capital Nur-
Sultan.

The Pakistan Tennis
Federation named
teenagers Huzaifa Abdul
Rehman and Shoaib Khan,
both of whom are ranked
as lowly as 446 and 1004
respectively in the junior
ITF ranking list.

Yousuf Khan and Ahmad

Kamil, also teenagers,
along with Amjad com-
plete the squad.

With Pakistan’s top play-
ers Aisam and Aqeel
pulling out of the tie in
protest against shifting
out of matches to a neutral
venue, the PTF was left
with no option but to pick
junior players.

“It could have been a
good tie but for India. We

are sending junior players.
Our senior Davis Cup
team is not coming. We are
sending our junior Davis
Cup team. They are all 16-
17 years old and will gain
some experience,” PTF
President Salim Saifullah
Khan said.

“India wanted to win this
tie, so now they can win
this tie easily. Everyday
hundreds of Indians are

coming to Pakistan. Our
hotels in Islamabad are
full of Indians but the six
Indian players can’t come.
It’s a shame,” Khan added.

In the last tie, Pakistan
hosted against Uzbekistan
in April 2018, apart from
Aqeel and Aisam,
Muzammil Murtaza,
Heera Ashiq and Shahzad
Khan were part of the
squad, which had lost 0-4.
In the same year, Pakistan
had beaten Korea 4-0 at
home.

NADAL PRAISES HOME
CROWD POST WIN 

Meanwhile in Madrid,
Rafael Nadal instigated a
Spanish comeback against
Russia in the Davis Cup on
Tuesday by capitalising on
a raucous home crowd to
beat Karen Khachanov in
straight sets.

Nadal, who will finish
the year as world number
one, came through a sec-
ond-set tie-break to defeat
Khachanov 6-3, 7-6 (9/7)
and level the Group ‘B’
match.

Marcel Granollers and
Feliciano Lopez then won
the deciding doubles rub-
ber 6-4, 7-6 (7/5) against
Khachanov and Andrey
Rublev, who had earlier
given Russia the lead with
a 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/0) win over
Roberto Bautista Agut.

A new format this year
means the Davis Cup takes
place in one venue, across
a single week, with organ-
isers — among them
Barcelona footballer
Gerard Pique — hoping a
tighter schedule will revi-
talise the prestigious tro-
phy.

The three stadiums at

the Caja Magica were all
far from full for Tuesday’s
early matches but Nadal
enjoyed a bumper crowd of
local fans for his hard-
fought contest in the
evening.

“The atmosphere was
amazing,” said Nadal.

Asked about the success
of the competition so far,
he added: “It is difficult to
answer today. Let me wait
until the tournament is
over to have a clear and
better opinion.”

The last doubles match
finished at just before 2:00
am, with Spain due to be
back in action against
Croatia on Wednesday
afternoon. “The only nega-
tive in my opinion is we
are just starting the last
match and it’s 12.45am,”
Nadal said ahead of the
doubles. — Agencies

Srikanth,
Sameer in
2nd round
Gwangju (Korea), Nov.
20: India made a promis-
ing start at the Korea
Masters with shuttlers
Kidambi Srikanth and
Sameer Verma advancing
to the second round of the
men’s singles competition
here on Wednesday.

The sixth seed Srikanth
defeated Hong Kong’s
Wong Wing Ki Vincent 21-
18, 21-17 in match that
lasted 37 minutes.

The former World No.1
Srikanth now enjoys a
dominant 11-3 head-to-
head record over the Hong
Kong shuttler. He will face
Kanta Tsuneyama of
Japan in the second
round.

Sameer Verma also
reached the second round
after his opponent Japan’s
Kazumasa Sakai retired
midway with the score
reading 11-8 in favour of
the Indian.

However, it was end of
the road for Sourabh
Verma, who went down
after winning the first
game to local favourite
Kim Donghun 21-13, 12-21
13-21.

Sameer will take on
Donghun in the second
round. — PTI

Blame it on
scheduling,
quips Gopi
Kolkata, Nov. 20: India’s
chief badminton coach
Pullela Gopichand on
Wednesday attributed P.
V. Sindhu’s lean run since
her World Championship
triumph to hectic sched-
uling.

Sindhu has fallen in the
early stages at all tourna-
ments except the French
Open since winning her
maiden World
Championship title in
August.

“Sindhu has had tough
times in the last few
matches, but I am sure
she’ll bounce back. I
think she’s had a tough
schedule after the World
Championships.

“Doing intercontinental
with matches from China,
Korea. Then she went to
Denmark, France and
then she comes back to
play China, Hong Kong
again... So I think it’s
been a tough last two
months for her,”
Gopichand said.

“A lot of players in the
world are finding it diffi-
cult. I think she is some-
body who's a contender
any day and I am sure
she’ll bounce
back,”Gopichand added.

— PTI

Putian (China), Nov. 20:
Manu Bhaker missed out
on the finals by a point as
India drew a blank on the
second competition day of
the World Cup Finals for
rifle and pistol shooters
here on Wednesday.

Bhaker shot 583 in quali-
fication, the same score as
two other competitors,
one of whom made the
finals with the Indian los-
ing out on lesser number
of inner 10s.

Among other Indians,
Rahi Sarnobat shot 569 for
an 18th-place finish in the
women’s 25m pistol, while
Anish Bhanwala shot 578
in the men’s 25m rapid
fire pistol to end in 10th
position. The top six went
through to the finals in
the men’s event.

— PTI 

Aaron scores two goals as Wales qualify for 2020 Euros

Hungary? Ramseys yes
● Sixth seeded
Kidambi Srikanth
defeated Hong
Kong’s Wong Wing
Ki Vincent 21-18,
21-17 in a 37
minutes match.

● Sameer Verma
also reached the
second round after
Japan’s Kazumasa
Sakai retired with
the score reading
11-8 in favour of
the Indian.

● After the win
Gareth Bale was
seen dancing and
laughing behind a
flag with a message
that read: Wales.
Golf. Madrid. In
That Order.

● After senior players Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi and Aqeel Khan pulled out of their
Davis Cup tie against India, Pakistan
named two 17-year-olds in their squad.

● The Pakistan Tennis Federation picked
teenagers Huzaifa Abdul Rehman and
Shoaib Khan, both of whom are ranked as
lowly as 446 and 1004 respectively in the
junior ITF ranking list.

KOREAN | MASTERS

RESULTS

The Netherlands 5
(Georginio Wijnaldum 6,
66, 79, Nathan Ake 19,
Myron Boadu 87)
Estonia 0

Germany 6 
(Serge Gnabry 19, 47, 60,
Leon Goretzka 43, 73,
Julian Brandt 90+1)
Northern Ireland 1 
(Michael Smith 7)

Wales 2 
(Aaron Ramsey 15, 47)
Hungary 0

Slovakia 2 
(Robert Bozenik 19,
Marek Hamsik 86)
Azerrbaijan 0

Poland 3 
(Sebastian Szymanski 3,
Robert Lewandowski 54
Jacek Goralski 81)
Slovenia 2 
(Tim Matavz 14, Josip
Ilicic 61)

Latvia 1 
(Marcis Oss 65)
Austria 0

North Macedonia 1
(Boban Nikolov 45+2)
Israel 0

Belgium 6 
(Christian Benteke 16,
68, Kevin De Bruyne 36,
42, Ferreira Carrasco 44,
Kypros Christoforou 51-
og)
Cyprrus 1 
(Nicolas Loannou 14)

San Marino 0
Russia 5 
(Daler Kuzyaev 3, Sergei
Petrov 19, Aleksey
Miranchuk 49, Lonov 56,
Komlichenko 78)

Scotland 3 
(McGinn 48, 90+1,
Naismith 64)
Kazakhstan 1
(Zainutdinov 34)



Ashwin says
Day/Night game

marks new
start for

Test
cricket

New Delhi, Nov. 20:
Spin great Harbhajan
Singh feels
Ravichandran Ashwin
deserves a comeback in
India’s limited overs
set-up as a reward for
his recent exploits with
the red ball. 

With the management
and selectors exploring
options ahead of the
T20 World Cup next
year, opportunities
have been given to the
likes of W. Sundar and
Rahul Chahar. 

As the selectors meet
to pick the ODI and T20
squads for the West
Indies series next
month, Harbhajan said
Ashwin should get
another chance in the
shorter versions of
the game. 

“This is what I feel,
if you are looking to
bowl a spinner

upfront (which Sundar
has been doing in
T20s), you rather have
a wicket-taker which
Ashwin is. Why not
(give him a chance)?
He has also done a
good job with the red
ball recently,”
Harbhajan said on
Tuesday. 

“Ashwin spins the
ball, he has got more

variations. Someone
like a Sundar needs to
learn. I want him to do
well. I am all for blood-
ing in youngsters but
they must learn else
they will be replaced,
considering the stiff
competition,” said the
39-year-old. 

Ashwin last played a
limited overs game for
India in July 2017, fol-
lowing which he and
Ravindra Jadeja were
overlooked for the
shorter formats with
w r i s t - s p i n n e r s
Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep.

Jadeja was able to
make a comeback but
Ashwin hasn’t. The
selectors are trying out
various combinations
for the T20 World Cup
in Australia. 

Kuldeep has not been
part of the last three
T20 series while Chahal
made a successful
comeback against
Bangladesh. — PTI

SHORT TAKES
India lose to Pak,

out of ACC Cup

Malinga may play
for 2 more years

Dhaka: India crashed out of the
Asian Cricket Council Emerging
Teams Cup after losing by three

runs to arch-rivals Pakistan in
the first semifinal here on

Wednesday. Pakistan dished
out a strong top-order display
to put up 267 for seven on the

board after opting to bat.
Openers Omair Yousuf (66 off

97 balls) and Haider Ali (43 off
60) put on a 90-run opening

stand to lay a solid foundation. 
Thereafter, Said Badar (47 not

out off 48), skipper Rohail
Nazir (35) and Imran Rafiq (28)
made useful contributions with

the bat to take Pakistan to a
defendable score. Pacer Shivam
Mavi (2/53), off-spinner Hrithik

Shokeen (2/59) and Saurabh
Dubey (2/60) shared six wick-

ets between them. Chasing,
skipper Belur Ravi Sharath (47

off 43 balls) and Aryan Juyal
(17 off 17) made a bright start,

stitching 43 runs off just 38
balls for the opening wicket.
After the dismissal of Juyal,

Sharath held fort in the compa-
ny of top-scorer Sanvir Singh

(76 off 90) with a fifty-plus
stand, but India’s chase hit a
roadblock once the duo got

out. India were dealt a severe
blow when Armaan Jaffer (46

off 53) and Yash Rathod (13)
were dismissed in quick succes-

sion, reducing the team to 211
for five in 38.1 overs.  — PTI

Colombo: Sri Lanka captain and
veteran pacer Lasith Malinga

has had a rethink on his deci-
sion to retire after next year’s

Twenty20 World Cup, saying he
can carry on for another two
years. Malinga, in March, had

stated that he wanted to retire
after the Twenty20 World Cup

scheduled in October-
November in Australia next

year. But the 36-year-old, who
captains Sri Lanka in the short-

est format, now says he can
play on beyond that. 

“T20 is four overs and I feel
with my skill, I can manage T20

as a bowler. As a captain,
because I’ve played so many
T20s around the world that I

feel I can manage that period
for maybe another two years,”

Malinga told ‘ESPNCricinfo’. 
The veteran said he is waiting
to hear from Sri Lanka Cricket
on whether he would be lead-

ing the side in the Twenty20
showpiece. — PTI

A pink-ball Test is
like officiating five

back to back
ODIs. More or less

same timing.
— S. Ravi, ICC Elite Panel

umpire
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CricketRuled out
Bangladesh’s reserve opener Saif Hassan was
on Wednesday ruled out of the Day/Night
Test against India owing to a finger injury

DECCAN CHRONICLE

Surat: The spotlight would
firmly be on the likes of Shikhar

Dhawan and young Prithvi
Shaw when the Super League
stage of the Syed Mushtaq Ali

Trophy T20 tournament begins
here on Thursday. The focus will

be on out-of-form opener
Dhawan, who has not had a

great run in recent times as well
as Shaw, who recently returned

to competitive cricket after
serving an eight month retro-

spective ban for a doping viola-
tion. Dhawan is currently going

through a rough patch. The
Delhi left-handed batsman had
scores of 0 (9) against J&K, 9
(6) against Jharkhand, 19 (18)

against Sikkim and 35 (33)
against Odisha in the league

stage of the national T20 cham-
pionship and he would be more

than keen to turn things
around. Another promising
opener who would want to

make most of the opportunity
is Shaw, who returned with a

bang from a doping ban, slam-
ming a half-century against

Assam in the last game of the
league stage for Mumbai. Shaw
will have to make optimum use
of the Super League stage if he

has to impress the national
selectors and make a comeback

to the national team. In all
probability, Shaw will open for
Mumbai, replacing an in-form

Jay Bista, with senior pro
Aditya Tare. His teammates and

three India players — Shreyas
Iyer, Shivam Dube and Shardul

Thakur — also have an opportu-
nity to cement their places in
the Indian T20 squad for the
West Indies series with good

outings.  — PTI

FOCUS ON SHAW,
DHAWAN IN SUPER

LEAGUE STAGE

Kolkata, Nov. 20: India’s
finest cricketers including
Sachin Tendulkar, Sunil
Gavaskar and Kapil Dev
will assemble during the
country’s first-ever day-
night Test against
Bangladesh, starting here
on Friday.

The iconic Eden Gardens
is all set to witness a musi-
cal extravaganza in the
presence of former crick-
eters, celebrities and politi-
cians during India and
Bangladesh’s first-ever
pink ball Test. 

According to BCCI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly, the
second Test of the two-
match series will be one to
remember. “Sachin
(Tendulkar), (Sunil)
Gavaskar, Kapil (Dev),
Rahul (Dravid), Anil
(Kumble) everyone will be
there. In tea time, there
will be carts going around
the stadium with former
captains in them,”
Ganguly said.

“There is a musical per-
formance at tea time and at
the end of the day there is
a felicitation. Both the
teams, former captains,
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Chief Minister
will be there. 

“Runa Laila will be per-
forming, Jeet Ganguly will
be performing. I am very
excited. Just see the excite-
ment, four days are already
sold out in a Test match,”
he added. 

Asked whether after the
Eden Test, India will play a
day-night Test in its
upcoming tour to Australia
in January next year,
Ganguly replied: “We will
see.” 

The Cricket Association
of Bengal (CAB) and BCCI
have put in place several
plans to mark India’s maid-
en pink ball Test.
Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is
expected to ring the ‘Eden
Bell’ along with West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on the
first day of the match. 

Besides, a host of sport-
ing starts, including star
shuttler P V Sindhu, chess
ace Viswanathan Anand
and tennis sensation Sania
Mirza are expected to
grace the occasion. 

As per plans, paratroop-
ers are expected to fly into
Eden to hand a pink ball
each to captains Virat
Kohli and Mominul Haque
just before the toss. — PTI

Kolkata, Nov. 20:
Bangladesh’s spin
bowling consultant
Daniel Vettori is
done dwelling on the
“negatives” and
wants his team to feel
excited about com-
peting in its maiden
Day/Night Test even
though it happens to
be against a incompa-
rably formidable-at-
home India. 

India and
Bangladesh will
square off in their
maiden Day/Night
Test starting here on
Friday and the talk
has been all about the
challenges of coping
with the pink ball
under floodlights. 

“We are excited to
play rather than
think about the nega-
tives,” Vettori told
reporters ahead of
the Test. 

“Visibility is fine,
but the only anecdot-
al conversation I
have heard is around
being a little bit hard
to pick up from point
and square-leg. It will
be interesting to find

out if slips, gully and
umpire is picking it
up well. They say
there’s a small halo
effect,” he pointed
out. 

While a handful of
players from India
have played a
pink-ball game in
domestic cricket,
Bangladesh’s only
experience with that
was a one-off
Day/Night four-day
match in 2013 but
none of the current
team players were a
part of that fixture. 

— PTI

Bengaluru, Nov. 20: A spe-
cial investigation team has
been formed to go deeper
into the match-fixing scan-
dal that has rocked the
Karnataka Premier League
(KPL), Bengaluru Police
Commissioner Bhaskar Rao
said on Wednesday.

The SIT has been formed
within the Central Crime
Branch (CCB) that is investi-
gating the KPL fixing scam,
he said adding means like
blackmailing of players
through honey-trapping had
been used. “... on the basis of
information that we have
got we have arrested seven
persons so far. I have direct-
ed our Joint Commissioner
of Police Sandeep Patil to
collect information about all
KPL teams,” Rao said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said innocent people go to

watch matches, but the
matches would have been
decided already — who
should score how much runs
and who should win or lose.

“Today there are many
non-playing cricketers
involved than those playing
on the field, and it has
become a business for them
as they travel to Dubai, West
Indies and other foreign
countries and stay at five-
star hotels. They have also
indulged in blackmailing of
players through honey
trap,” he added.

He said regulatory bodies
of the game like BCCI and
KSCA have remained “mute
spectators” despite knowing
everything, Rao said it is
very much in their domain,
they should take action.

“We have issued notices to
all teams asking for videos,

scoresheet, details of the
managers and others. I have
formed a small SIT (Special
Investigation Team) within
the CCB,” Rao added.

Several senior players
have expressed the need to
cleanse cricket and that the
guilty should be booked, he
said adding action should
also be taken against those
who remain silent despite
knowing things. The CCB
had recently issued a Look
Out Circular (LOC) against
the Bellary Tuskers team
owner Arvind Venkatesh
Reddy in connection with
the case while Belagavi
Panthers owner Asfak Ali
Thara had been arrested.
Two cricket players C. M.
Gautam and Abrar Kazi
were also recently arrested
in connection with the scan-
dal. — PTI

Party in pink at Gardens
New Delhi, Nov. 20:

Senior Indian off-spin-
ner Ravichandran
Ashwin feels
Day/Night Tests will
mark a new beginning
for the traditional for-
mat in the country as
the spectator count
will improve drastical-
ly owing to the match
timings.

India will play their
maiden Day/Night
Test starting Friday,
against Bangladesh in
Kolkata. The daily
proceedings in the
match will start at
1pm and wind up
by 8pm. 

“I just hope
this marks
the begin-
ning of
where we get
huge crowds com-
ing into the stadium
and test cricket gets its
credit and obviously
with the change in tim-
ings people can afford
to finish their work
and come into the
game, watch it and
enjoy it,” Ashwin said. 

His teammate Mohd.
Shami is focussed on
the challenges that
await him in the game.
“The middle session
should be the main
focus for batsman
while using the pink
ball unlike the morn-
ing session that is usu-
ally considered the
most important in a
test match as it will
have more of a swing
in Eden Gardens,” he
said. 

Shami said the
bowlers will have to
work very hard to
extract any assistance
from the pink ball.
“...the pink ball is only
useful when there a
hard and grassy wick-
et because the ball goes
straight. 

“Pink ball is a very
different ball and does-
n’t work like the white
or red ball at all so
there is a very low pos-
sibility that in the last
session we get a swing
or reverse so we will
have to work very

hard,” he said. 

Shami can be
deadly: Saha

India wicketkeeper
Wriddhiman Saha on
Wednesday brushed
aside concerns
about pink ball
being a chal-
lenge for
b o w l e r s
l i k e

Mohammed Shami
who, according to him,
can be trusted to come
good irrespective of
the ball’s colour or the
nature of the surface. I

Shami had a match-
haul of seven wickets
among the Indian pace
attack’s collective haul
of 14 scalps in the
home team’s innings
and 130-run victory
over Bangladesh in the
first Test in Indore.
“With the form they
(Shami, Ishant
Sharma and Umesh
Yadav) are in, the pink
ball is not a factor.
E s p e c i a l l y
(Mohammed) Shami,
he can be deadly on
any wicket. He has
pace and is able to
extract reverse
swing,” Saha said
when asked whether
colour of the ball
will make more dif-
ference. Saha said
that they haven’t yet
checked how much
movement is on offer
as far as pink ball is
concerned. “We are
yet to see the move-
ment of the pink ball.
But the colour of the
ball won’t matter with
the current form of
our pacers,” Saha
added.                — PTI

Bhajji wants
Ash back in
ODI squad

Yesteryear stars to
descend on Kolkata

Honey trap, blackmailing used
to fix KPL matches: Top cop

Coach Vettori wants
Bangla to be excited 

BCCI president Sourav Ganguly inspects the pitch at the
Eden Gardens on Wednesday. — AFP

R. Ashwin during a training session ahead of
India’s first D/N Test against Bangladesh

at the Eden Gardens on Wednesday. — AP

New Delhi, Nov. 20:
“There’s no shame in
showing your tears,” said
Sachin Tendulkar on
Wednesday, recalling a
time when he believed that
crying makes a man weak,
a belief he wants none to
have now.

In an open letter to fellow
men in the ongoing
International Men’s Week,
the cricket icon said his
tribe should never pretend
to be tough when things
are falling apart. 

“There’s no shame in
showing your tears. So
why hide a part of you that
actually makes you

stronger? Why hide your
tears?” he asked in an emo-
tional note. 

“Because that’s what we

are brought up to believe
— that men are not sup-
posed to cry. That crying
makes a man weak. 

“I grew up believing this.
And the reason I’m writing
to you today, is because I
realised that I was wrong.
My struggles and my pain
made me who I am, shap-
ing me into a better man,”
he added. 

The 46-year-old, arguably
the greatest batsman to
have played cricket, said
crying does not mean
weakness. 

“It takes a lot of courage
to show your pain and
your vulnerability. But just
as sure as the morning,
you’ll emerge from it
tougher and better. So I
encourage you to move

past these stereotypes and
notions of what men can
or cannot do. Whoever you
are, wherever you are, I
wish you this courage,” he
said. 

Tendulkar said his tribe
will face “fear, doubts and
experience great tribula-
tions” and it is fine if some
of it leads to a breakdown. 

“Undoubtedly, there will
be times when you fail, and
you will feel like crying
and letting it all out. But
sure enough, you’ll hold
back the tears and pretend
to be tough. Because that’s
what men do,” he wrote. 

— PTI

No shame in showing tears, it’s ok for men to cry: Sachin
There’s no
shame in
showing your

tears. So why hide a
part of you that
actually makes you
stronger? Why hide
your  tears? 

— SACHIN
TENDULKAR

A file photo of Australia’s Steve Smith who had broken
down while apologising for the ball tampering incident. 

Daniel VVettori
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SHORT TAKES
Abhishek, Ayman

top performers
Hyderabad: Murugan Abhishek
of Hyderabad put up a brilliant
performance as he snared five
Goa wickets to lead his side to
victory in the Vijay Hazare tro-
phy and qualify for the knock-

out round.
Hyderabad posted 461 for 5

and bowled Goa for 195 and 83
for an innings and 183-run win.

Meanwhile in a Hyderabad
one-day league match, Ayman
hit an unbeaten 107 to set up

Time CC’s win over Satya.
Brief Scores:

VIJAY MERCHANT TROPHY
■ Hyderabad 461/5 decl. in 101
overs bt Goa 195 and 83 in 50.1
overs (Murugan Abhishek 5/29

— 8.1-2-29-55), Nitin Sai Yadav
2/8, Aswad Rajiv 2/17). Points:

Hyderabad 6, Goa 0.
ONE-DAY LEAGUE

■ Time CC 295 in 45 overs (69,
Ayman 107 n.o., Karan 4/54) bt

Satya CC 95 in 20.4 overs
(Karan 50, Afroz 4/24).

Andrews boys,
girls are in lead

Hyderabad coach
Nayeem no more

Boxing trials for
OU women’s side

City girls in India
tennis squad

Hyderabad: Delhi Public School
are in joint lead with hosts St
Andrews with 6 points in the

boys category at the 16th Rev.
Fr. Devasia Inter School Chess

Tournament. In the girls section,
St Andrews took sole lead with

a tally of 6 points after the
third round.
THE RESULTS

■ Boys third round: Chirec
International School (4) lost to Delhi

Public School (6); St Andrews School
(Team A) (6) bt St Andrews School

(Team C) (3); St Andrews School
(Team B) (4) bt Bhavans School (3);
Hindu Public School (2) lost to Little

Flower School (4); Meridian School (1)
lost to Johnson Grammar School (4);

St Andrews School (Keesara) (1) lost to
Pallavi Model School (3);

Secunderabad Public School (2) bt
Samaritan Public School (1).

■ Girls third round: Meridian School (3)
lost to St Andrews School (Team A)

(6); Little Flower School (5) bt Chirec
International School (3); Samaritan

Public School (2) lost to St Andrews
School (Team B) (5); Hindu Public

School (4) bt Johnson Grammar
School (1); St Andrews (Keesara) (1)

lost to Bhavans School (3).

We’ve been talking
about improving

our defense
everytime. Tonight

we showed it.
— Draymond Green, Golden

State Warriors player

New manager
Former Hamburg manager Hannes Wolf
was named as the new coach of struggling
Genk, the Belgian champions announced

Games
Fans turn backs
on China anthem 
Dubai, Nov. 20: Hong
Kong fans turned their
backs to the Chinese
national anthem once
again but supported their
team and were rewarded
with a first win in Asian
qualifying, 2-0, over
Cambodia, on Tuesday.

Before the match, home
fans jeered and turned
their backs to the pitch as
the Chinese national
anthem played.

FIFA fined the Hong Kong
Football Association 15,000
Swiss francs (13,700 euros
or HKD 117,944) following a
similar incident before the
September 10 match
against Iran.

On Tuesday, James Ha
put the hosts ahead with a
close-range half-volley in
the 21st minute.

Cambodia, under pres-
sure for most of the match,
were reduced to 10 men in
the 78th minute when
Soeuy Visal was sent off
after flicking the ball out of
the goalkeeper’s hands to
collect a second yellow
card.

Despite the disparity in
numbers, the hard-work-
ing Roberto Affonso Junior
was still surrounded by
four Cambodian defenders
when he spun on the edge
of the box five minutes
later and curled the ball

into the net.
Hong Kong have five

points in Group ‘C’, while
Cambodia stayed bottom
with one. Iraq, playing
against Bahrain at the
Amman International
Stadium in Jordan,
remained on top of Group
‘C’ with 11 points despite
being held to a draw.

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
POSTPONED

Next week’s Hong Kong
Open, one of the biggest
golf tournaments in Asia,
was postponed on
Wednesday following
months of anti-govern-
ment protests in the city.

European Tour chief
executive Keith Pelley said
he hoped the event, whose
winners include Rory
McIlroy, and Colin
Montgomerie could be
rescheduled for early next
year. — AFP

Los Angeles, Nov. 20:
LeBron James became the
first player in NBA histo-
ry to record a triple-dou-
ble against every team in
the league on Tuesday as
the Los Angeles Lakers
powered to victory over
the Oklahoma City
Thunder.

James finished with 25
points, 11 rebounds and 10
assists in a hardfought
112-107 win over the
Thunder at the Staples
Centre.

Anthony Davis led the
Lakers scoring with 34
points, while adding seven
rebounds and four assists.

The win saw the Lakers
improve to 12-2 to remain
on top of the Western
Conference.

But it was James’ 86th
career triple-double that
grabbed the headlines, the
Lakers star sealing the
milestone with an assist to
Davis with just over four
minutes remaining in the
fourth quarter.

James said the record
would not have been possi-
ble without the support of
coaches and team-mates
over the years.

“I really don’t know
what to think about it to
be honest,” James told
reporters when asked
about the feat.

“I’ve had some great
team-mates and great
coaches who’ve put me in
position to facilitate. My
teammates have made
shots for me throughout
my career, coaches have
put me in position to be
successful.

“Hopefully in all those
triple-doubles I’ve got a
winning record because
that’s what’s most impor-
tant. But it’s a pretty cool
stat and I’m glad it hap-
pened,” he added.

Houston’s Russell
Westbrook is hard on
James’ heels with triple-
doubles against 29 of the
league’s 30 teams.

Westbrook would com-
plete his set with a triple-
double against his former
team Oklahoma City, who
he left this year.

In New Orleans,
Carmelo Anthony made

an unsuccessful return to
the NBA after more than a
year out of the game as
the Portland Trail Blazers
slumped to a 104-115 loss
to the Pelicans.

Anthony, whose move to
Portland was confirmed
by the team earlier
Tuesday, finished with

just 10 points after 23 min-
utes on court after shoot-
ing just 4-of-14 from the
field.

It was a largely frustrat-
ing night for the 35-year-
old 10-time All-Star, with
Portland giving up 17
turnovers as the Pelicans
dominated a shaky

Blazers defense.
Anthony however was

simply happy to have
made his return to the
league, just over a year
after he was released from
the Houston Rockets.

“My body felt good, bet-
ter than what I expected,”
Anthony said. 

“It was cool. I just
enjoyed being back out
there, getting into the flow
of things, the routines,
putting the uniform on
and getting up and down
the court,” he added.

Jrue Holiday led the
scoring for the Pelicans
with 22 points while
Brandon Ingram had 21
points off the bench.

WARRIORS SNAP 7-GAME
LOSING STREAK

In Memphis, the crisis-hit
Golden State Warriors
ended a seven-game losing
streak with a comfortable
road victory over the
Grizzlies, winning 114-95.

Although the Warriors
continue to prop up the
Western Conference
standings with three wins
against 12 defeats, the
Dubs’ injury-ravaged line-
up drew confidence from a
deserved win.

Alec Burks finished with
29 points while Glenn
Robinson III had 20 points
as the Warriors scored a
morale-boosting victory.

“We came in fighting,”
Warriors veteran
Draymond Green said. 

“We’ve been talking
about improving our
defense each and every
time we step on this court.
Tonight we showed it,” he
added.

Warriors coach Steve
Kerr, who has seen his ros-
ter decimated by injuries,
hailed what he called a
“great win.” 

”I’m just happy for the
guys. They’ve been play-
ing hard and working
hard. It’s good to see them
rewarded. Losing losing
seven in a row is miser-
able,” Kerr said. 

Elsewhere Bogdan
Bogdanovic had 31 points
from the bench as the
Sacramento Kings
downed the Phoenix Suns
120-116. Bogdanovic led
the Sacramento scorers
with Richuan Holmes
adding 20 points and
Nemanja Bjelica 17.

Devin Booker led the
Phoenix scoring with 30
points while Kelly Oubre
Jr and Mikal Bridges had
20 points apiece. — AFP

Hyderabad: Md Nayeem Khan,
president and chief coach of

the Emerging Cricketers
Development Group (ECDG)

Hyderabad passed away in the
early hours of Wednesday. He
was 58 and is survived by his
wife. His funeral was held on

Wednesday at Mallepally.

Hyderabad: Osmania
University is conducting selec-

tion trials for women boxers on
Friday at 3.30 pm at Lal

Bahadur Stadium to select the
side for the All India

Universities Women Boxing
Championship to be held in

Meerut in December.
Participants should carry eligi-
bility forms signed by respec-

tive physical directors and prin-
cipals along with their bonafide

certificates and report to
Venkat, physical director of

Villa Marie College.

Hyderabad: Bhuvana Kalva,
Sowjanya Bavisetti, Sama
Satvika, Prerna Bhambri,

Prarthna Thombre and Sravya
Shivani will represent the Indian

women’s tennis team at the
13th edition of the South Asian

Games to be held from
December 1 10 at Kathmandu-

Pokhara, Nepal. India,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives,

Nepa, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
are the seven countries partici-

pating in the event.

LeBron James of the Los Angeles Lakers in action against the Oklahoma City Thunder
during their NBA game at the Staples Centre on Tuesday. Lakers won 112-107. — AFP

HISTORY MAKER HONG KONG | PROTESTS

Triple-double again for James as Lakers roll Thunder

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 20

Former Test cricketer, BCCI in-charge president and
Hyderabad Cricket Association (HCA) secretary N.
Shivlal Yadav on Wednesday exhorted the HCA to
spare a thought for the family of Marredpally Sporting
player Virendra Naik, who died while playing HCA’s A-
3 Division one-day league match at the Marredpally
Playground in Secunderabad on Sunday.

“One of our cricketers has died on the field. The HCA
should announce adequate monetary relief for his
homemaker wife, son (8) and daughter (5) as a benefi-
cial gesture. I suggest a sum of `5 lakh at least, which
should not pinch the HCA in anyway,” Shivlal told this
newspaper on Wednesday.

The HCA is yet to release a statement of condolence
following Virendra Naik’s death though.

However, Sporting’s current and former players are
planning to pool in contributions and deposit the fund
in the names of Viren’s children.

GRANT RELIEF TO FALLEN
PLAYER’S KIN: SHIVLAL

● Before the Fifa
World Cup Asian
football qualifier
against Cambodia,
home fans jeered
and turned their
backs to the pitch as
the Chinese national
anthem was played.
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