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WEEKS AFTER SC SNUB OVER SAMPLE RE-VERIFICATION

Assamrejects NRC, Shah says
will do it afresh across nation

Wrongful exclusions and inclusions,
need one cut-off for country: Himanta

ABHISHEK SAHA

& ABANTIKA GHOSH
GUWAHATI, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 20

WEEKS AFTER the Supreme
Court rejected the Centre and
Assam government’s pleas for
re-verification of a sample of
names included in the draft
National Register of Citizens and
the final list excluded over 19
lakh people, much to the dismay
of the BJP given that many were

Assam
Minister
Himanta
Biswa Sarma
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Hindus, the state government
Wednesday said it “cannot
accept this NRC”.

Effectively burying the state
NRC, Assam minister and BJP
leader Himanta Biswa Sarma

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Govt In RS: 5,161 preventive
arrests in Valley after Aug 4

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs
(MHA) told Parliament on
Wednesday that 5,161 preven-
tive arrests were made in the
Valley after August 4, a day be-
fore the government announced
its decision to scrap Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status under
Article 370 and bifurcate the
state into two Union Territories.
“With aview to prevent com-
mission of offences involving
breach of peace and activities
prejudicial to the security of the
state and maintenance of the
public order, 5,161 preventive
arrests, including stone pelters,
miscreants, OGWSs, separatists
and political workers, were made
since 4th of August, 2019, in
Kashmir Valley, and, out of these,
609 persons are presently under
detention, out of which approx-
imately 218 are stone-pelters,”
Minister of State (Home)
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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At Lal Chowk in Srinagar on Wednesday. Shuaib Masoodi

Told couple of days, kept
for 3 months: RTT activist

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

WHEN THE area SHO knocked
on the door of Raja Muzaffar
Bhat at 3 am on August 5 and
told him that he had orders to
detain him for “a couple of days”
at the local Chadoora police sta-
tion in Budgam, the RTI activist

WhatsApp: Govt admits
to breach alert, House
panel votes for scrutiny

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
& LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

ON A day the government
admitted in Parliament that
WhatsApp had notified itin May
and September of a breach in
some accounts in India via spy-
ware Pegasus, sharp differences
emerged at a meeting of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Technology on discussing the
issue of “citizens’ data security
and privacy”.

With the BJP members
objecting and citing jurisdiction
issues, the committee is learnt to
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The Indian Express report on
October 31
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have been split down the middle,
with 12 members for a discus-
sion, and 12 against. Finally,
Shashi Tharoor, who heads the
panel, cast his tie-breaker vote,
supporting the demand for a
discussion.
Agroup of 17 activists, whose
WhatsApp inmobile devices was
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Finally, ISRO makes
it official: Vikram
made a hard-landing

PAGE 1
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AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, NOVEMBER 20

TWO-AND-A-HALF months
later, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has finally
admitted publicly that the
Vikram lander on Chandrayaan-
2 mission made a “hard-landing”
on the moon.

Inawritten answer to a ques-
tion posed to the Department of
Space in Lok Sabha, Minister of
State in the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) Jitendra Singh said

Chandrayaan-2 was
launched on July 22

the “reduction in velocity” of the
Vikram lander during the final
phase of its descent on the
moon’s surface “was more than
the designed value”. As a result,
Vikram “hard-landed” on the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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told his wife and parents to tell
his two children that he had
gone on a trek and would be
back soon.

It would be nearly three
months before he returned from
the “trek”. Bhat was released on
October 28 from detention at the
Sher-e-Kashmir International
Convention Centre (SKICC) in
Srinagar.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bengal to Kerala, faultlines
deepen: Mamata says never,
Opp slams pan-India NRC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

WITHIN HOURS of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s statement
in Parliament Wednesday that
the NRC for Assam will be re-
peated whenever the exercise is
conducted nationwide,
Opposition-ruled states and
parties spoke out against any

pan-India NRC move.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, who has been
taking on the BJP-led central
government over the Citizenship
Amendment Bill, said her gov-
ernment will not allow the NRC
to be implemented in the state.

Addressing a public meeting
at Sagardighi in Murshidabad
district, Banerjee said nobody

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

NCP chief Sharad Pawar in Parliament, Wednesday. Anil Sharma

Pawar meets PM, his

party and Congress
say stable govt soon

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

ON Aday when NCP chief Sharad
Pawar injected an element of
intrigue into the fluid political
situation in Maharashtra when
he met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the latter’s chamber in
Parliament, top leaders of both
the Congress and NCP on
Wednesday expressed confi-
dence that they would form a
“stable” governmentin the state
SOON.

Speaking to reporters after a
marathon meeting of Congress
and NCP leaders at Pawar’s resi-
dence here, NCP leader Nawab
Malik said: “A stable govern-
ment cannot be formed in
Maharashtra without the NCP,
Congress and Shiv Sena coming
together. We will form the gov-
ernment soon. We discussed all
those aspects.”

Former Chief Minister and
senior Congress leader Prithviraj
Chavan said “some aspects of the
alliance are still to be discussed.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Divestment kicks in;
Stake sale in major

PSUs announced

BPCL, Concor, SCIL to be privatised,
nod to paring govt stake in select PSUs

SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THE NDA  government
Wednesday decided to privatise
three big PSUs — downstream oil
major BPCL (excluding Assam-
based Numaligarh Refinery Ltd),
cargo mover Container
Corporation of India Ltd and
shipping company Shipping
Corporation of India Ltd —
through strategic sale and trans-
fer of management control.

It will also offload its entire
stake in power companies THDC
India Ltd (74.23 per cent) and
NEEPCO (100 per cent) and
transfer management control to
state-owned power producer
NTPC Ltd.

Briefing mediapersons after
a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the CCEA also
gave in-principle approval to
pare down government state in
select Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) to below 51
per cent while retaining man-
agement control.

In her Budget for the current
year, Sitharaman set a disinvest-
ment receipt target of Rs 1,05,000

Numaligarh to be moved
out of BPCL: Sitharaman. P11

crore compared with Rs 80,000
crore in 2018-19. Market analysts
said it will be a challenge for the
government to complete the
strategic sale of the three compa-
nies before the financial year
ends on March 31,2020.

In BPCL, the government will
sell its 53.29 per cent holding,
and in Shipping Corporation of
India the stake sale will be 63.75
per cent. In CONCOR, the govern-
ment will sell 30.8 per cent out
of its total stake of 54.8 per cent.
Sources said the Centre wants to
retain 24 per cent stake in CON-
COR given its importance in the
railway sector, but will transfer
entire management control to a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

DHFL board
superseded,
RBI initiates
bankruptcy
process

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

THE RESERVE Bank of India

Wednesday superseded the
board of directors of crisis-
ridden Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd (DHFL), which
has liabilities of close to
Rs 84,000 crore, and initiated the
bankruptcy proceedings “owing
to governance concerns and
defaults by DHFL in meeting
various payment obligations”.

The RBI, which stepped in
after the banks and DHFL failed to
agree onaresolution plan to bring
the firm back on the rails, has
appointed R Subramaniakumar,
former MD and CEO of Indian
Overseas Bank, as the
Administrator to run the affairs of
the company. The immediate fall-
out of the move is that banks will
have to declare DHFL loans as
non-performing assets (NPAs),
adding to the bad loan worries of
the banking system.

The RBI announcement
came after market hours. The
DHFL stock which closed at
Rs 20.15 Wednesday had
touched a 52-week high of
Rs252.20 on December 31, 2018.

The central bank said it
would take the company to the
National Company Law Tribunal

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

First fixed income ETF of bluechip
PSUs may be launched next month

SUNNY VERMA
& SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE GOVERNMENT is expected
to launch India’s first fixed in-
come Exchange Traded Fund
(ETF) comprising debt securities
of about a dozen state-owned
companies by mid-December
2019.The ETFis expected to have
a size of Rs 15,000 crore to
Rs 20,000 crore.

Government sources said
roadshows are currently on for
the Fund, which could be
launched as early as December,

and that there is significant in-
terest in the market. The fund
will comprise only AAA-rated
papers of the PSU companies.
The debt ETF provides a new
option to conservative investors
to own securities of govern-
ment-owned companies along
with the facility of overnight lig-
uidity as ETF units will be listed
on exchanges. Compared with
bank fixed deposits that gener-
ate a post-tax return of around
5.5 per cent, this product could
generate a return of over 7 per
cent for the investors.
The debt ETF can comprise
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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INDIA’S FIRST fixed

income ETF will provide
a safe investment option,
alongside high liquidity.
Apart from deepening the
corporate bond market,
such ETFs will allow PSUs
to borrow from the
market. Investors can
expect higher yield than
on fixed deposits.
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Valley arrests

G Kishan Reddy said in a written
reply in Rajya Sabha.

He was responding to a ques-
tion asked by DMK MP Tiruchi
Sivaon the detentions in Kashmir.

Sources said the data cited is
only of preventive arrests,and the
total arrests made would be much
more.

Replying to a separate ques-
tion in RS on Wednesday, Reddy
said 586 incidents of terrorism
had been reported in Kashmir
from January 1 to November 10,
in which 36 civilians were killed
and 183 injured.

The government, however,
maintained silence on whether
statehood would be restored in
J&K. Responding to a question by
AAP MP Sushil Gupta on
“whether the government s pre-
pared to give back statehood sta-
tus to J&K as early as possible”,
Reddy said: “As per Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act,2019
which was notified on 09.08.2019,
the erstwhile State of Jammu and
Kashmir has been reorganised
into the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir with Legislature,
and Union Territory of Ladakh
without Legislature.”

Vikram landing

moon “within 500 metres of the
designated landing site”, he said.

The fact that Vikram, which
was supposed to touch down on
the moon’s surface in the early
hours of September 7, had crash-
landed was no secret. That was
the only fate possible after it was
seen to be unable to slow down
its velocity at the required rate
whenitwas barely 2 km fromthe
moon’s surface.

ISRO, however, had so far
avoided any comment on the fate
of the Vikramlander. It had main-
tained that communication with
the lander was lost when it was
355 metres above the moon, and
efforts were being made to restore
contact. Three days after the inci-
dent, ISRO had said the Orbiter
module of Chandrayaan-2, which
is functioning normally and cir-
cling the moon, had spotted
Vikram and taken thermal im-
ages, but did not say anything
about the condition of the lander.
At that time too, it had said that it
was trying to re-establish com-
munication signal.

“The first phase of descent
was performed nominally from
an altitude of 30 km to 7.4 km
above the moon surface. The ve-
locity was reduced from 1,683
my/sto 146 m/s. During the second
phase of descent, the reductionin
velocity was more than the de-
signed value. Due to this devia-
tion, the initial conditions at the
start of the fine braking phase (fi-
nal phase below 7.4 km altitude)
were beyond the designed pa-
rameters. As a result, Vikram
hard-landed within 500 m of the
designated landingsite,” the min-
ister said in a written answer in
the Lok Sabha.

DHFL board

to chalk out a rescue package or
liquidation for DHFL which de-
faulted on repayments to banks,
mutual funds and retail investors.
“The Reserve Bankalsointends to
shortly initiate the process of res-
olution of the company under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
(Insolvency and Liquidation
Proceedings of Financial Service
Providers and Application to
Adjudicating Authority) Rules,
2019 and would also apply to the
NCLT for appointing the
Administrator as the Insolvency
Resolution Professional,” the RBI
said.

DHFLowesRs 26,324 crore to
banks as term loans, Rs 1,203
crore as short-term loans and Rs
10,815 crore as non-convertible
debentures (NCDs). It also owes
Rs 2,747 crore as ECBs, Rs 2,350
crore to National Housing Bank,
Rs 6,188 crore as public deposits
andRs 2,267 crore as subordinate
debt, among others, as of July
2019. The total liabilities were

around Rs 84,000 crore.

Audit firm KPMG, which car-
ried out the forensic audit of
DHFL, has reportedly found in-
stances of fund diversion. The re-
portislearnt to have detected di-
version of over Rs 19,000 crore of
bank loans to DHFL'’s related en-
tities, sources said.

The board of DHFL includes
Kapil Wadhawan, Chairman &
MD, Dheeraj Wadhawan, Non-
Executive Director, Alok Kumar
Misra, Srinath Sridharan, Sunjoy
Joshi and Deepali Pant Joshi.
Mishra was the former MD of
Bank of India and Deepali Pant
Joshiwas an ED in RBL

Banks which were trying to
resolve the DHFL crisis were un-
able to formulate a suitable plan
as mutual funds were not willing
togo by it. “Rating agencies down-
graded the company to the de-
fault statusin June this year. Since
then, lenders were trying to sal-
vage their loans extended to the
company. We are not sure how
much money can be recovered
from the company through the
NCLT route,” said an official of
State Bank of India.

The bankruptcy proceedings
in DHFLis expected to exacerbate
the already parlous liquidity situ-
ation in the non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFC) sector.
Defaults by IL&FS group last
September had rocked the finan-
cial sector, leading to a liquidity
crunch.

The RBI will take DHFL to the
bankruptcy court as per the new
rules laid down by the govern-
ment for finance companies. The
government had last week insti-
tuted an interim resolution mech-
anism for systemically important
financial service providers (FSPs)
other than banks, pending the
Financial Resolution and Deposit
Insurance (FRDI)Bill. According to
the relevant rules issued and put
into effect by the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, the RBl or other
financial-sector regulators as the
case may be, caninitiate the insol-
vency process for such FSPs un-
der the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC). This con-
siderably consolidates the process
in the hands of the regulator.

RTT activist

Speaking to The Indian Express
earlier this week, Bhat provided
the first detailed account of the
convention centre-turned sub-
jail, where politicians, arrested fol-
lowing the government’s decision
to revoke the special status of
Jammu & Kashmir under Article
370, were lodged.

The SHO who detained him
was carrying a satellite phone,
said Bhat. He showed no written
orders. “He kept saying uper se or-
ders hain”.

Bhat was shifted to SKICC af-
ter four days at the Chadoora po-
lice station. “It was packed with
lots of young boys who had also
been picked up on August 4, and
the number of CRPF personnelin
that police station was amazing.
They kept me and the Budgam
district Congress president
Mohamed Magboolina separate
room,” Bhat recalled.

As he and Maqgbool were be-
ing shifted to SKICC, Bhat said, the
police convoy was attacked by
stone-pelters on the mainroad to
Srinagar. “There was so much
stone-pelting, we were inside a
bulletproof vehicle, butit was still
terrifying,” he said.

When he reached SKICC, there
were already over two dozen po-
litical detainees there. “Hakeem
Yaseen (ex- PDP minister),
Waheed Para (youth president
and spokesperson, PDP), Sajad
Lone (president, People’s
Conference), Imran Raza Ansari
(former minister), Ali Mohamed
Sagar, Mubarak Gul (ex-MLAs,
National Conference)...a couple of
days later, Naeem Akhtar (former
minister) came, then they
brought Shah Fesal (former IAS
officer and leader of J&K People’s
Movement),” Bhat said.

His first sight was of them
having dinner together in a hall.
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WHY BJP IS UNHAPPY WITH ASSAM NRC, AND WANTS CITIZENSHIP BILL FIRST

On Wednesday, Assam minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the current final National Register of Citizens
(NRC) of Assam should be rejected and a fresh pan-India NRC should be prepared, with a single cut-off date.
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Discussion on 3-party
coalition barring BJP
is underway

Snubbed by SC, Assam govt hits back

said a fresh exercise should be
conducted in Assam along with
the rest of the country. The cur-
rent NRC, he said, cannot be ac-
cepted by the state government
because it is “erroneous” with
“wrongful exclusions and inclu-
sions”.

Sarma made the announce-
ment at a press conference in
Guwahati soon after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah told
Rajya Sabha that whenever the
NRC exercise is extended to the
whole country,itwill have tobe
repeated in Assam.

“The NRCexercise in Assam
was undertaken as per an order
of the Supreme Court and as per
a separate Act. When the NRC
exercise isreplicated across the
country, it will naturally have to
be repeated in Assam.Iwant to
make it clear again that people,
whichever religion they belong
to, should not feel scared.
Everybody will be included in
NRC. As for the gazette notifica-
tion that the member referred
to, it is applicable across the
country,” Shah said.

The gazette notification
mentioned was from
September 7, 2015 which dealt
with Passport (Entry into India)
AmendmentRules,2015and re-
ferred to “persons belonging to
minority communities in
Bangladesh and Pakistan,
namely, Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians who were compelled
toseek shelter in India due tore-
ligious persecution or fear of re-
ligious persecution and entered
into India on or before the 31st
December, 2014”.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary question by nominated
member Swapan Dasgupta dur-
ing Question Hour, Shah alsore-
iterated the government’s com-
mitment to the Citizenship
Amendment Bill, saying it is of

the firm belief that Hindu,
Buddhist, Parsi, Sikh and
Christian refugees from neigh-
bouring countries like Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan de-
serve to get Indian citizenship.
“That is why CAB was brought
toensure suchreligious refugees
from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan, who have been
persecuted for their religion, can
become citizens,” he said.

Incidentally, last December,
the Union Home Ministry, re-
plying to a question in Lok
Sabha, had said: “The exercise
to update NRC 1951 is being
conducted under the special
provisions in respect of State of
Assam under the Citizenship
Act, 1955 and the Citizenship
Rules, 2003. At present there is
no proposal to extend the
National register of Citizens to
states other than Assam.” This
was the Ministry’s reply to un-
starred question number 1235
that came up in Lok Sabha on
December 18, 2018.

To Congress member Ripun
Bora’s question about when
would tribunals — where peo-
plewho have been left out of the
NRC can go for redressal — be-
come functionalin Assam, Shah
said tribunals will be formed in
every tehsil and the lawyers’ ex-
penses for those left out will be
borne by the Assam govern-
ment.

Clarifying that the CAB — it
proposes to give citizenship to
refugees of all religions except
Islam — has got nothing to do
with NRC, Shah countered
Opposition criticism of the Bill
being discriminatory.
“Chairman Sir, the Bill was
passed by Lok Sabha, scrutinised
by a joint Select Committee
which had people fromall polit-
ical parties. Whatever it says
about religion is there with the
consent of all parties. This nota

new thing,” he said.

In Guwahati, Sarma said:
“State government cannot ac-
cept this NRC. People who
should not have been included
in the NRC have been included.
And those who should have
been included have been ex-
cluded.”

Welcoming the Home
Minister’s statement about an
NRC for the country, Sarma said
Shah'’s statement comes in the
backdrop of similar requests to
him by Assam and the state BJP
atmultiple meetings — first, the
“current NRC in Assam should
be rejected”; second, there
“should be a national NRC, with
Assam taking part in it”; and,
third, “if possible, cut-off date for
the pan-India NRC can be the
same across the country”.

Sarma said: “Cut-off for en-
tire country should be same.
There should not be two cut-off
dates.If 1971 is the cut-off, then
it should be the same for the
country,” he said, adding that
Assam should not have a differ-
ent cut-off date. “Assam NRC
should be rejected and Assam
should be allowed to be part of
national NRC,” he said.

The NRC, first prepared in
Assam in 1951, was updated to
include names of persons (or
their descendants) who ap-
peared in the 1951 NRC or in
any of the electoral rolls or in
any one of the other admissible
documents issued up to mid-
night of March 24, 1971, the
cut-off for detection of “illegal”
migrants in Assam. The cut-off
was based on the Assam
Accord of 1985.

Sarma did not specify what
should be the cut-off of a pan-
India NRC, but insisted that
whatever the year, it should be
the same across the country.

He said that in the absence
of a pan-India NRC, a suspected

illegal foreigner excluded from
the NRCin Assam could move to
another state and start living as
anIndian citizen. “If we remove
an individual from Assam
through NRC as a ‘foreigner’, he
might go and get his name in-
cluded in Kolkata’s voter list. He
will become an Indian citizen.
We are saying all ‘foreigners’
should be sent out from India,
not only Assam,” he said.

The final NRC published on
August 31 excluded over 191akh
applicants and they will get a
chance to appeal against before
Foreigners' Tribunals in the state.
The first step towards contest-
ing the NRC rejection is obtain-
ing a rejection order from the
NRCauthorities, but that has not
beenissued yet.

In July, the Assam govern-
ment and the Centre had peti-
tioned the Supreme Court for re-
verification of a sample of
namesincluded in the draft NRC
— 20% in border districts and
10% elsewhere — but this was
dismissed by the bench of then
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi after Prateek Hajela, the
state NRC coordinator, said that
re-verification of 27% names had
been already done.

Hajela invited flak from the
state government and the BJP.
In a statement on July 24, the
state BJP said, Hajela was work-
ing under the direction of “cer-
tain forces” to “publish a faulty
NRC with names of illegal for-
eignersinit”.

On August 1, the state gov-
ernmentreleased the exclusion
dataof the draft NRCto question
the accuracy of the process and
criticised Hajela. In its reply on
the floor of the Assembly, the
state government said that
Hajela’s reasoning was wrong.
On October 18, the Supreme
Court ordered Hajela’s transfer
out of Assam.

West Bengal to Kerala, faultlines deepen

can take away any person’s Citi-
zenship and make him or her a
refugee. Stating that the NRCin
Assam was part of the Assam
Accord signed during the tenure
of then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, she said the exercise can
never be implemented across
India.

Without taking names,
Banerjee, who heads the
Trinamool Congress, said: “A
few people are trying to foment
trouble in the state by saying
that the NRCexercise will be car-
ried out in Bengal. I would like
tomake it very clear that we will
never allow the NRC exercise in
Bengal. We won'’t allow any-
body todivide people on the ba-
sis of religion.”

Kerala Minister for Welfare
of Minorities and Higher
Education KT Jaleel said Shah’s
announcement about an NRC
exercise across the country is

alarming. “When there is a de-
mand for withdrawing the NCR
process carried out in Assam,
how can the minister go for such
a nationwide rollout of the
process? I understand he also
stated that all non-Muslims,
who have come from other
countries, will be given citizen-
ship. It is difficult to grasp that
approach to exclude Muslims,
which is not suitable for a secu-
lar nation like India.”

He said migrants from
Bangladesh should be accepted
as their movement to India
shows that they had given im-
portance to cultural identity
rather than religious identity.
“We have toencourageit. If they
had given importance for reli-
gious identity, they would not
have come to India. They, who
had longed for plurality in life,
abandoned their religious iden-
tity. Hence, they should be kept

close to our heart,” he said.

Madhya Pradesh minister
Arif Aqueel said “the sole inten-
tionis to harass minorities, noth-
ingelse”.

Assam Congress president
and MP Ripun Bora said: “The
Congress party does not support
the statement of Amit Shah that
NRC will be done again in
Assam. He has talked about NRC
across India. That is a separate
topic. But in Assam, it is differ-
ent. It was prepared under spe-
cial circumstances. The govern-
ment’s duty now is to make the
Foreigners’ Tribunals functional
immediately so that genuine cit-
izens left out of the NRC can ap-
peal. But they are saying instead
NRC will be prepared again in
Assam. That will cause turmoil
inAssam.”

The Congress, on its part,
said presentlaws donotallowa
nationwide NRC which, it said,

will have to flow out of the
Citizenship Amendment Bill.

“The Citizenship Bill is not
the same as was examined by
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee. It will definitely
need an examination by astand-
ing committee or a select com-
mittee so that the law thatisen-
acted is not flawed or in conflict
with the Constitution of India.
NRC will have to flow out of the
Citizenship Amendment Bill.
The present law does not allow
that. In case of Assam, it was spe-
cificto the state as per the Assam
Accord and monitored by the
Supreme Court,” senior
Congressleader Anand Sharma
said.

The CAB, he said, “must pass
the muster whenitcomes tothe
litmus test of constitutionality.”
And the Constitution of India, he
said, does not allow discrimina-
tiononreligious considerations.

“They told me that was the first
time they had been allowed toeat
together. Before that, they were
being served meals in their
rooms,” Bhat said.

The detainees were lodged in
rooms on the first and second
floors. “We were barred from go-
ing to the ground floor. There was
a bridge connecting the two
buildings. Many of us would walk
on this bridge, or just stand there
to soakin some sun,” he said.

The detainees were put up
two to a room. Bhat was with
PDP’s Basheer Ahmed Peer atfirst,
and later with former PDP minis-
ter Mukhtar Ahmed Bandh. By
the time Bhat was released, the
meals had become entirely vege-
tarian. “There was non-vegetar-
ianfood at first,and even the veg-
etarian was good food, but I think

they may have been worried
about cost,” Bhat said.

The 42-year-old activist had
studied to be a dentist, but gave
up his practice due to his involve-
ment in J&K’s RTI movement, in
which Shah Fesal was also active
before he joined the IAS. J&K got
its first RTI Act in 2004, a year be-
fore the central legislation. Bhat,
Fesal and others campaigned to
have the J&K legislationamended
toreflect the provisions in the cen-
tral Act.In the event, the 2009 J&K
RTIActwas even stronger thanits
central counterpart, asitincluded
provisions for time bound dis-
posal of appeals.

One of Bhat's earliest RTI suc-
cesses was to get judges of the J&K
high court to declare their assets.
Through RTI, he also managed to
get a 45-year-old widow a tin

shed under the then Indira Awas
Yojana in Hanjura village, got 20
water pipelines extended to an-
other village in Budgam. Most re-
cently, he had been in along bat-
tle with J&K Bank to get it to
declare its NPAs, huge loans to
business houses and manage-
ment of other assets after the
bank was brought under the am-
bit of the RTI Act.

Bhat, who briefly flirted witha
political career with an unsuc-
cessful attempt at the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections as an AAP candi-
date, said he was the “odd one
out” at SKICC.

“Iwas the only non-politician
in that group. As an RTI activist, [
have raised some political and so-
cialissues. As a columnist, [wrote
a couple of pieces against scrap-
ping Articles 370 and 35-A. But

much as [ could not understand
why | had been detained, I felt
more sorry for my fellow prison-
ers. They were the ones who had
raised the Indian flag in Kashmir,
risked their lives by being on
Delhi’s side, and yet this was their
situation,” Bhat said.

The detainees had no access
to national newspapers. “When
the local newspapers resumed
publication, we used to get them
irregularly, but in any case there
was no news, no views in them
about what was happening. We
had TV, so we could watch the
news,” he said. The employees at
SKICC, which is run by Air India’s
Centaur Hotel, would relay what-
ever information they had. “From
their body language, we could see
they were helpless too,” Bhat said.

Shah Fesal and Sajad Lone had
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got books through their families.
“We shared the books. Apart from
watching TV, we played cards
sometimes,” Bhat said.

After a month, families were
allowed to visit on one day of the
week. “We heard that Sajjad
Lone’s sister had protested out-
side SKICC, and after that, one
family member was allowed to
visit. Firstit was ona Sunday, then
that was shifted to Saturday, and
later Wednesday,” Bhat said.

At first, some detainees
thought they would approach the
court to quash their detention, or
apply for bail, or put in a habeas
corpus petition. “But after what
happened to Farooq Abdullah,
everyone got scared that if they
applied for bail, the government
would slap the Public Safety Act
on them. That means no bail for
six months,” Bhat said.

A couple of days before his
ownrelease, former PDP minister
Imran Ansari, former PDP MLA
representing Batmaloo in
Srinagar, Noor Mohammed
Sheikh, NC member and chair-
man of the Anantnag Municipal
Council Hilal Ahmed Shah, and
NC leader Mohammed Saeed
Aakhoon were released. Bhat said
he did not have to sign off on any
conditions before his release, ex-
cept for presenting himself before
amagistrate on November 10.

Last week, the remaining de-
tainees were shifted from SKICC
to the MLAS’ hostel in Srinagar.

Bluechip PSUs

corporate debt securities in the
form of bonds, credit linked note,
debentures, promissory notes as
underlying instruments. Large
central public sector enterprises
are expected to participate in the
maiden debt ETF. “We already
held some roadshows and hope
that the debt ETF will be launched
by December,” a government
source confirmed.

The government expects the
debt ETF to improve liquidity in
the corporate bond market, en-
hance investor base and
smoothen borrowing plans of the
participating state-owned com-
panies. The Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) has ap-
pointed Edelweiss Asset
Management as the asset man-
ager for the proposed debt ETF.
Tax treatment of the debt ETF will
be same as that of debt mutual
funds.

Pawar meets PM

Saying that the two parties have
“gone into various aspects of for-
mation of an alliance”, he said, “I
am sure we will be able to give a
very stable government to
Maharashtra very soon.”

While the Congress-NCP
meeting — to work out the
modalities for extending support
to the Shiv Sena and forming the
government in Maharashtra —
could not give a final shape to the
three-party alliance, sources in
the two partiesindicated that the
three parties were close to an
agreement on both power-shar-
ing and a common minimum
programme (CMP).

Agovernmentwillbein place
within the next fortnight, they
said. These sources, however, in-
dicated that theissue of giving the
chief minister’s post to the Sena
for a full five-year-term could
emerge as a sticking point. The
NCP, which hasjust two MLAs less
than the Sena, is said to be in
favour of rotational chief minis-
tership. Sources said the Congress
is also keen that the word “secu-
lar” finds a mention in the CMP.

Hours before the Congress-
NCP meeting, Pawar met Modiin
the latter's chamber in
Parliament. He said he discussed
issues related to farmers in
Maharashtra and sought the
Prime Minister’s urgent interven-
tion. The meeting between Pawar
and Modi lasted for over 30 min-
utes. As soon as Pawar left, Home
Minister and BJP president Amit
Shah walked into Modi's

Parliament chamber,

The meeting surprised NCP
ally Congress,and atleast one sen-
ior leader questioned the timing.

The NCP supremo tweeted a
copy of the memorandum detail-
ing the “havoc” caused by unsea-
sonal rains in Nashik and Nagpur
districts and urging the Prime
Minister to “initiate massive relief
measures and ameliorate the
miseries of distressed farmers.”

WhatsApp

targeted, had demanded a detailed
probe by the parliamentary panel.
But the BJP members are learnt to
have pointed out that none of the
activists had filed an FIR or ap-
proached cyber security cells.

Objecting to the committee’s
move to take up the matter suo
motu, the members said
WhatsApp had not given infor-
mation on the names of the per-
sons whose accounts were
breached.

Earlier in the day, the govern-
ment’s admission to the breach
alertcameinareply in Parliament
to questions from AIMIM MPs
Asaduddin Owaisi and Syed
Imtiaz Jaleel asking for the gov-
ernment’s reaction to “reports of
alleged use and purchase of the
Pegasus spyware by government
agencies”,

In his reply, Union IT Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad said: “The
Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In) pub-
lished avulnerability note on May
17,2019 advising counter meas-
ures to usersregarding a vulnera-
bility in WhatsApp. Subsequently,
on May 20, 2019 WhatsApp re-
ported anincident to the CERT-In
stating that WhatsApp had iden-
tified and promptly fixed a vul-
nerability that could enable anat-
tacker to insert and execute code
on mobile devices and that the
vulnerability can nolonger be ex-
ploited to carry out attacks.”

“On September 5, 2019
WhatsApp wrote to CERT-In
mentioning an update to the se-
curity incident reported in May
2019, that while the full extent of
this attack may never be known,
WhatsApp continued to review
the available information. It also
mentioned that WhatsApp be-
lievesitislikely that devices of ap-
proximately 121 users in India
may have been attempted to be
reached.”

PSUs

private player sinceits remaining
stake will be below the critical
threshold of 26 per cent.

Even as the government will
sellits stake in BPCL, the latter’s 61
per cent stake in Numaligarh
Refinery in Assam will be trans-
ferred toanother government en-
tity. “A carve-out plan has been
made for Numaligarh Refinery. It
will be moved out of BPCL and
transferred to a government com-
pany,” Sitharaman said.

Alongside this decision, in a
major relief to telecom service
providers facing financial stress,
the government deferred receipt
of spectrum charges but compa-
nies will have to make these pay-
ments along with interest as spec-
ified during the spectrum auction.
Following the Supreme Court or-
deronadjusted grossrevenue-re-
lated payments, the Cabinet has
not provided any relief so far as it
is beinglooked into by the admin-
istrative ministry.

Telecom companies opting for
deferment of spectrum payments
will have to submit a bank guar-
antee for the revised amount
payable to the government. The
Cabinet has approved a two-year
moratorium on spectrumauction
instalment dues. The deferred
amounts can be spread equally on
the remaining instalments, to be
paid by the telecom companies
without increase in the overall
time period.

Sources said through these
stake sales, the government may
raise a total of around Rs 1 lakh
crore.
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Hostel fee hike means EWS students
pay Rs 12,000 more per year in JNU

JNU FEE HIKE
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Centre sits across the
table with students

RITIKACHOPRA ° °
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20 71% Of ]NU Students avall d SChOlar ShlP SCheme

union and hostel presidents,
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an extra Rs 12,000 annually for | . . . ~ ignation of Kumar and Dean o
hostel fee, even after concessions Research Associate ICMR 47000 2 THE CENTRAL government’s Students Umesh Kadam, which
offered by the university admin- Senior Research UGG, CSIR, For PhD students who have 335,000 446 high-powered committee, after they referred to as “a must for
istration, shows an analysis by Fellow (SRF) ICMR,DBT | had]RF for two years its first meeting with Jawaharlal restoring normalcy in the uni-
The Indian Express. Junior Research UGCICMR, | ForPhD students selected 331,000 226 Nehru University students versity”.

This also means that the Fellowship (JRF) DBT through written exams Wednesday, has decided to hold JNUSU president Aishe
merit-cum-means (MCM) Tokyo 397000 g the second round of dialogue on Ghosh said that the constitution
scholarship offered by JNU — for Foundation ’ campus. of the committee itself reflects a
students whose parent’s income “We gave them (officers- breakdown in the internal
does not exceed Rs 20,833 per SKREF I055K 15,000 28 elect of JNUSU and hostel pres- ~ The students have sought processes of the university. She
month —would now only cover JRF ICSSR 316,000 140 idents) a patient hearing. We  the V-C's resignation and added that the union did not
roughly half of a stuglgnt’s an- Special Fellowships for JNU For students from deprived sections “%12,000 16 have qsked them to come back rollback of the fee hike. meef the c_orr.lmigtee' to enter
nual hostel and tuition feg. SC/ST & physically who have completed two years of to us in two days with Whgt Praveen Khanna mtc‘)‘ negotiations Wlth them.
coveredaimost 5% NUisyetro | Challensed PhD orare on the verge of completion the meeting of the university process within the univerety.
define who all are eligbile for Non-NET Fellowship uGc M.Phil & PhD students not availing 35,000t0 3,080 hostel committee (on October  the university administration ~Any communication with the
concession on hostel fee. For this assistance from any other source 38,000 28), had they been allowed to  represented by 13 deans. JNU  V-Cis through Twitter or videos
analysis, The Indian Express has Escort Allowance JNU Physically, visually challenged who hire 33,500 30 participate,” saida panelmem- Vice-Chancellor M Jagadesh  shared on e-mail... The high-
assumed that all MCM students writers for exam or research thesis ber. The committee metwith36  Kumar Tuesday skipped this power committee should not
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cessgon. 0 18% of the 7500 writers for exam or research thesis ;)ln Weldnesglcei\y mo'rmr;lg anfd 17 Teachers ha%/re1 begn invited for Ello r-1e‘got1at1ct)1ns¥1 If tlllerg 1; any
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per month as MCM scholarship. for Political Stud1e§ ba§ ed on their Committee members VS mittee appealed to the students  through a fresh IHA meeting,in
According to JNU’s November 13 interests and deprivation Chauhan, AICTE chairman to  “restore normalcy”. accordance with university
statement, these students are Merit-cum-Means JNU For students whose parent's/guardian’s 2,000 1,356 Vinay SahasrabuddheandUGC Members of the students’ statutes,” she said.
among those eligible for 50% scholarship monthly income doesn’t exceed 320,833 secretary Rajnish Jain willhold  union, however, said protests As reported by The Indian
concession on room rent, utility J1A TOLARSH the nextround withstudentsin ~ would continue till the hostel  Express Tuesday, Home Minister
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Under the revised fee struc-
ture approved by the JNU
Executive Council on November
13, an EWS student covered un-
der MCM and living in a double
seater room will have to pay Rs
2,200 establishment charges, Rs
300 for crockery, utensils and
newspaper, Rs 1,800 for room
rent, Rs 10,200 towards service

charges and approximately Rs
30,000 as mess bill annually.
Along with annual tuition fee
and other charges of Rs 400, the
total expenditure comes to
about Rs 44,900 per year. This
doesn’t include utility charges
for water and power, to be
charged as per consumption.

Disabled students

head to PHQ over
batchmate’s assault

Under the old structure, a
poor student living in double-
seater room paid Rs 2,200 as es-
tablishment charges, Rs 300 for
crockery, utensils and newspa-
per,Rs 120 as room rent and ap-
proximately Rs 30,000 as mess
bill annually.

After accounting for annual

L £

tuition fee and other charges of
Rs 400, the total expenditure of
an EWS student covered under
MCM would come to Rs 33,020
peryear —oraboutRs 12,000 less
than under the new structure.
About 5,600 of 7,500 JNU stu-
dents live in hostels. Of the total
student strength, 5,371, or 71%,
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are beneficiaries of at least one
scholarship (see box).

JNU students have been
protesting against the first hike
in the university’s hostel fee in
four decades. The protest has fo-
cused onintroduction of service
charges for maintenance, mess
workers, cook and sanitation.
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Ministry confirmed.

The high-powered commit-
tee was set up by the HRD
Ministry late Sunday to “recom-
mend ways to restore normal
functioning in JNU”.

On Tuesday, the panel met

The student representatives
placed three demands before
the committee members. First,
they want the new inter-hall
administration (IHA) manual
revoked. Second, another I[HA
meeting involving the students’

standoff by HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal on Monday.
Shah called a second meeting
with Pokhriyal on Tuesday in
which he is learned to have ex-
pressed concerns over the steep
hike in fees.
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At the protest outside police HQ Wednesday. Praveen Khanna

student at the Centre of Indian
Languages.

Chauhan pointed out that
disabled persons had chosen
to be a part of the ongoing
protest at JNU because of the
way in which the fee hike
would affect them. “We will
actually be the worst affected...
It is such a challenge for dis-
abled persons to make their
way to higher education.
Raising fees will close off JNU
as an option to many,” he said.

Several students also said
that there should be a conver-
sation on fee concession for
Persons with Disabilities
(PWD) students. As of now,
the Executive Council has ||
stated that there will be a 50% |
concession for an undefined

For More info, please visit; Website; hitp:fmehrumemorial nic.in or
Contact us on: ccsZnmmi@gmail.com

For live webcast, please visit: www lacebook com/Mehru MemarialLibray/;
www. Youtube . comiuser’inehrumemoriallibrary

All are Welcome

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

DEMANDING AN inquiry into
the incident of lathicharge
against a visually impaired stu-
dent during the protest against
fee hike Monday and sensiti-
sation of the police force on
disability, a delegation of dif-
ferently abled Jawaharlal
Nehru University students met
with DCP (Central) Mandeep
Singh Randhawa Wednesday.

Around 40 students, part of
the JNU Visually Challenged
Students’ Forum, arrived at the
police headquarters at ITO
around 12:45 pm. The group
had left the university shortly
with an initial plan to protest
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in the country and is driven to build a $100 Billion
bioeconomy by 2025.
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five students met DCP
Randhawa. They claimed that
the DCP agreed on three of
their primary demands — is-
sue acircular to sensitise Delhi
Police personnel with regard
to dealing with students with
disabilities; an inquiry into the
incident of lathicharge; and ar-
ranging a meeting with the

stead of at the police head-
quarters. We told them that
our grievances are not against
them, but against some inci-
dents during the protest on
Monday, which should be ad-
dressed at a city-wide level.
They then agreed to setup a
meeting with the commis-
sioner,” said Manish Chauhan,
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Attendance
scam: Five

Home Guard
officers held

Noida: Five Home Guard
officers were arrested in
connection with the ‘fake
attendance scam’
Wednesday. Police said a
Platoon Commander ap-
proached the SSP in July,
claiming some Home
Guard officers allegedly
sent requests for salary
based on inflated atten-
dance figures. The arrests
came a day after atten-
dance rolls of two-three
years were found burnt,
allegedlyin an attemptto
destroy evidence.

Two held for
smuggling
gold

New Delhi: Two men
were arrested at the IGI
airport for allegedly try-
ing to smuggle gold items
worth around Rs 22 lakh,
upon their arrival from
Dubai.

Minoramong
2 heldinroad

rage case

New Delhi: A 19-year-old
man was arrested and a
minor apprehended by
police for allegedly stab-
bing a man during a road
rage incident in North
East Delhi’s Seelampur.

Man held for

raping niece

New Delhi: A 49-year-old
man was arrested from
North East Delhi for al-
legedly raping his niece.
Police said the woman al-
leged her uncle raped her
on multiple occasions in
the last five years. A case
hasbeen filed against the

man, said police. ENS
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Kejriwal says Paswan misleading
public on water, Vardhan hits back

CM raises question on BIS report authenticity; health minister claims water-borne diseases going up

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Wednesday accused
Union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan of lying and deceiving
people over the issue of water
quality in the capital. The latest
attack escalates the war of words
over quality of water provided by
the Delhi Jal Board, a department
headed by Kejriwal, which broke
out after a Bureau of Indian
Standards report stated that
Delhi's water quality was the
worstamong 20 states. Earlierin
the day, Paswan got the report
hand-delivered to Kejriwal’s
house, after the CM said he had
not seen a copy of it.

As per the report, shared by
Paswan, 11 samples were picked
up from different parts of the city
and they failed on all 19 parame-
ters, including taste, colour,
odour and suspended solids.

However, Kejriwal sought to
highlight that one of the men
from whose house the sample
was apparently picked up has
told reporters that he was satis-
fied with the quality of water at
his Burari home.

The man, Deepak Kumar Roy,
told reporters Wednesday that
no one had picked up a sample
from his house, and he had never
complained of poor water qual-
ity. When The Indian Express had
contacted Roy Tuesday, he had
said he was not interested in be-
coming part of any controversy,
refusing to say anything more.

On Wednesday, Kejriwal
raised questions about the au-
thenticity of the report and
tweeted to Paswan: “Sir, you are
saying a sample was picked up
from this man's house and it
failed to clear the water quality
test but he says that no sample
was picked up from his house. He
also said he is satisfied with the
quality of water. Why did you lie?

EXPLAINED

5
Method
questioned

AS PER Delhi Jal Board
officials, the method of
collecting samples
adopted by BIS needs to
be examined, since they
were collected from
people who already had
complaints. “If you pick
a sample from there, it is
obvious it will fail tests.
For a true picture, tests
need to be randomised,”
an official said.

Why are you deceiving people
despite being a union minister.”

- = A

The CM alleged a sample for
the survey was picked from
a house after members of
Paswan’s party intervened

Kejriwal also alleged that in
Nand Nagri, a sample was picked
up froma household after the in-
tervention of members of the
Paswan-led Lok Janshakti Party.

Meanwhile, Union Health
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
claimed the number of children
suffering from water-borne dis-
eases and being admitted to
Delhi hospitals has gone up over
the past few days. He also ac-
cused Kejriwal of playing politics
over theissue,and said: “BISisan

autonomous body which main-
tains international standards.
They have tested the samplesim-
partially. Instead of maligning the
report, Arvind Kejriwal should
have taken immediate action but
they only understand the politics
of lies,” Dr Vardhan tweeted.
The CM has already an-
nounced that 32 official have
been appointed to pick samples
from all over the city. On
Wednesday, he said the Delhi
government had nominated DJB
V-C Dinesh Mohaniya and D]B
member (water) Shalabh Kumar
forajoint inspection with officials
of BIS. Paswan, however, wrote
back to Kejriwal and requested
that Mohaniya be replaced by a
government official as Mohaniya
was a political leader and MLA.
On Tuesday, The Indian
Express had spoken to four peo-
ple from whose houses samples
were picked up. Three said they
had complained about quality
before samples were picked up.

Apart from VIP treatment on flights, man who
posed as pilot wanted to impress women: Police

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

A CRISP pilot uniform got 48-
year-old Rajan Mahbubani up-
graded seats on flights, while avi-
ation jargon and anecdotes got
him entry into cockpits. On
November 18, dressed as a pilot,
he was about to board his 16th
flight as a passenger from IGI air-
port, when Mahbubani was ar-
rested for allegedly impersonat-
ing a pilot.

“He shuttled between Delhi
and Kolkata and got the pilot’s
uniform stitched from Kolkata
over a year ago. He also got an
Armyman’s uniform stitched and

claimed to be a colonel. Both
claims are false,” said DCP
(Airport) Sanjay Bhatia.

An officer said that during
questioning, Mahbubani told po-
lice he was “charmed by uniforms
and the stereotypes that followed
a uniformed man.”

“He said the uniform helped
him impress women on
Facebook and TikTok and in per-
son,” said the officer.

On Monday, Mahbubani at-
tempted to board an AirAsia flight
dressed as a Lufthansa airlines pi-
lot, and was spotted by a
Lufthansa staff member. “He was
questioned and even though an
ID was found on him, he was not
registered with the airline. The ID

Rajan Mahbubani was
arrested from the IGI airport
on November 18

was found to be fake,” said Bhatia.
A case of cheating was registered
against Mahbubani and he was
arrested. Bhatia said that in the
past, the accused had posed asan
AirAsia pilot. “He managed to get
inthe pilot’s lane atentry and exit
points of airports because of the
ID,” said a police officer.

“He had been doing this for
over a year. Whenever he was
on board a flight, he would re-
quest the pilot to let him see the
cockpit... the uniform often got
him free upgrades and special
treatment on-board,” the officer
said.

Bhatia said that Mahbubani,
who is based in Kolkata, was in
Delhi for three-four days for a

work meeting and was staying
withafriend in Vasant Kunj, who
too was under the impression
that he was a pilot with Lufthansa.
“He runs a consultancy firm
and would often come to Delhi
for meetings,” said Bhatia. A po-
lice officer said “popular telecom
brands invited him to do manage-
ment training, and he shared
photos on social media”. Bhatia
said that “the accused told one
client that he was a retired army
officer, and lied to another about
his educational qualifications”.
Police said photos of him
wearing the two uniforms and
posing, as well as TikTok videos of
him singing in the uniform have
been recovered from his phone.

The DMRC'’s feeder fleet currently has 174 non-AC MIDI
buses and around 1,000 e-rickshaws . Archive

Metro wants 15,000
e-autos for last-mile,
has approached SC

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THE DELHI Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) approached
the Supreme Court, seeking a re-
laxation of the cap on the num-
ber of three-wheeler permits in
the capital, as the Metro plans to
inductatleast 15,000 electric au-
torickshaws in its feeder fleet to
boost last-mile connectivity.

The Metro’s first-of-its-kind
plan to induct battery-operated
three-wheelers on a large scale
has come against the backdrop of
its decision to scrap five tenders,
floated to procure 422 low-floor
MIDIbuses for its feeder bus fleet.

Currently, the feeder fleet
comprises 174 non-AC MIDI
buses and around 1,000 e-rick-
shaws, which serve Metro com-
muters coming out of around 11
stations across Delhi-NCR. Metro
has also tied up with cab aggre-
gators Olaand Uber, under which
kiosks have come up at certain
stations for assisting passengers
in booking cabs and autos.

“We are planning to scale up
the number of e-rickshaws to
5,000. But we are also looking at
e-autos. There is a qualitative dif-
ference between the two. Autos
provide more comfort. But there
isacapon the number of autosin
Delhi. We have moved the
Supreme Court for allowing
15,000 autos,” DMRC Managing
Director Mangu Singh told The
Indian Express.

In 1997, the SC fixed a 1 lakh
cap onautos as these were mostly
powered by two-stroke petrol or

diesel engines, which caused
heavy pollution. Subsequently,
the auto fleet largely shifted to
CNG.

Singh said Metro will not pro-
cure e-autos directly, but rope in
aggregators by inviting open pro-
posals with lenient stipulations,
as the sector is still developing.

The proposal to induct MIDI
electric buses was scrapped due
to factors such as high cost, lack
of availability, and a potentially
large subsidy requirement from
the Delhi government.

“We realised that procuring
these buses would be a costly af-
fair. By floating tenders, we were
testing the market. The quotes we
received were very high, mostly
because the segment has no com-
petition. The subsidy burden or
the viability gap would have been
very high as well. Even the Delhi
government said the segment of
buses we were exploring was not
proper. Sowhen the FAME (Faster
Adoption and Manufacturing of
Electric vehicles) scheme was
launched, we applied and got ap-
proval for 100 buses,” Singh said.

On October 9, the DMRC
floated two tenders — for 50 e-
buses each for the corporation’s
East and North clusters, pegging
the estimated costatRs 362 crore.
The buses, being procured under
the FAME II scheme, will be in-
ducted under the cluster model
inwhich private players will pro-
cure, operate and maintain them.

But Singh said DMRC has re-
alised the feeder buses would not
ensure last-mile connectivity, as
they would be unable to match
the frequency of Metro trains.

DELHI TOURISM

(A Govt. Undertaking)

TRAFFIC ADVISORY
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—  PARTIALLY CLOSURE OF SIGMATURE BRIDGE
{ PO 11:-46PH TOIT00AN |

s ——  CLOSURE OF SIGNATURE ERIDGE

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES NOT ALLOWED

TRAFFIC_ADVISORY

DUE TO CLOSURE OF SIGNATURE BRIDGE

FOR DISMANTLING THE °

RANE FROM P

As requested by Delhi
Tourism and Transport
Development Corporation
Ltd, Signature Bridge
carriageway from Khajuri to
Timarpur will be completely
closed from 215t November
2019 mid night to 11th
December 2019 mid night till
12:00 AM and carriageway
Timarpur to Khajuri will be
closed only from 11 PM night
to 07 AM moming for the
removal of temporary
platforms and tower crane.
Due to this old Wazirabad
Bridge, Khajuri Chowk and
Mainu Ka Tila will be highly
congested.

General Public/Road Users
who want to go to trans
Yamuna are hereby advised
{o use alternate routes viz -
Yamuna Bridge, Kashmere
Gate, Iron Bridge (Loha Pul),
| Geeta Colony flyover, Vikas
Marg, MH-24 to reach their
destination. It is also strongly
advised to avoid old
Wazirabad Pul, Majnu Ka Tila
and Khajuri Chowk, route for
the above period.

Delhi Traffic Police

As per permission
Accorded by

spaper iniano s coo
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Mitkan, life aage badhaein
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Far and on hehalf of the Board of Directors

Gali-
Ashish Kumar Srivastava
Managing Dvivector & CED
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Unauthorised
colonies: Bill

winter session

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE GOVERNMENT will intro-
duce a Bill during the ongoing
Winter Session of Parliament to
allow registration of properties
and provide relief to residents in
unauthorised colonies from reg-
istration charges and stamp duty.

The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Tuesday approved the
proposal to introduce the
National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Recognition of Property
Rights of Residents in
Unauthorised Colonies) Bill,
2019 during the Winter Session.

In a briefing about the cabi-
net decisions, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said that
the cabinet has approved a pro-
posal by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs to give relief to
residents of unauthorised
colonies in the capital.

Gurgaon doc ‘kills herself’,
in Parliament F1R names hlleaIld his kin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,NOVEMBER 20

A29-YEAR-OLD doctor allegedly
committed suicide at her
Gurgaon residence Monday, fol-
lowing which a case of abetment
of suicide has been registered
against her husband, who is a
doctor at AIIMS.

Sonam Motis, an anaesthetist
at Fortis hospital in Gurgaon, was
found lying on the floor of her
room, Gurgaon Police PRO
Subhash Boken said, adding that
police are probing the contents
of pill bottles found nearby.

Her father, Onkar Lal Motis
(64), alleged that Sonam’s hus-
band, aresident doctor at AIIMS,
was responsible for her death.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, he claimed: “The couple
often fought over his lifestyle
choices.” The husband’s phone
remained switched off on
Wednesday.

The two met at AIIMSin 2017
and got married in May 2018.“In

Sonam Motis worked at
Fortis hospital

January 2018, Sonam told me
about him and we approved of
the relationship. Since it was a
love marriage, we believed they
wouldn’t have too many prob-
lems,” said Onkar, a Kota resident
and a retired BSNL official.

Police confirmed that the FIR
names both Sonam’s husband
and his family.

Onkar said that on the day of
the incident, he called his daugh-
ter around noon. When she did-
n’t take his calls, he called police

Told to get bag checked at court,
man attacks advocate, flees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

AN ADVOCATE has claimed that
he was attacked by a man after
an argument over security
checking inside Saket district
court premises Wednesday.

The advocate, identified as
Dilshad Ahmad Saifi, was
treated at a local hospital in
South Delhi, following which he
forwarded his complaint to the
local police.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said, “Action will be
taken as and when we receive
the complaint.”

Saifi sustained injuries to his
head and left hand index finger.
The man fled the court premises
after the incident, Saifi claimed.

The incident took place
Wednesday afternoon, when
Saifi, who was attending a mat-

Dilshad Saifi
sustained
injuries to
his head and
hand. The
accusedis
absconding

ter at the family court, left to es-
cort his client to the main gate.
He returned to find the accused
arguing with a security officer
outside the entrance for advo-
cates.

“A litigant was arguing with
asecurity officer. The officer kept
telling the man that if he was a
government servant, he could
show the card and enter. He de-
clined and even refused to allow
the security officer to check his
bag before barging inside,” Saifi
told The Indian Express.

The man moved towards
court room number 2, where he
was stopped by Saifi.

“I told him he must get his
bag checked, but he took out
something from the bag and hit
me on the head and hand. Heran
away from the court premises
before anyone could catch him,”
Saifi said.

The advocate has demanded
that the police ramp up the se-
curity at the court premises.

The Saket district Bar
Association president Karnail
Singh said that he will write to
senior police officers and other
officials regarding security
arrangements at the court.

“Some police officers have
started coming back to Saket
district court. The Naib courts
are also present for duty. The in-
jured lawyer’s complaint will be
handed over to the police,”
Singh said.

and the watchman. “We speak
over the phone every day; she
would tell me about how she
was depressed... On Monday,
when called her, she didn’t pick
up. I called the watchman, who
then told me that Sonam hadn’t
come out of her house since
morning and wasn’t opening the
door. I called police, and was
eventually informed that she
was dead.”

Police said her body has
been sent for a post-mortem to
ascertain the exact cause of the
death. “We are checking
whether there was forced entry
inside the house. No suicide
note was found from the spot. A
case has been registered against
her husband and his family and
we are probing the matter,” said
PRO Boken.

Onkar said that of late,
Sonam had been living alone ata
rented apartment in Gurgaon’s
Sector 43, while her husband
had left his house in South
Extension and shifted to a hostel
near AIIMS.

FROM 33% TO 44°% OF TOTAL RIDERSHIP ON DTC BUSES

Rides made free, jumpin

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THE NUMBER of women taking
public buses in Delhi has seen a
sizeable jump — from adaily av-
erage of 33% of the total ridership
to 44% — after the implementa-
tion of the free rides scheme, ac-
cording to official data.

The share of women com-
muters in the total ridership fig-
ures has remained consistently
above 40% since November 5, af-
ter the scheme that allows
women to travel free on DTCand
cluster buses was implemented.
In fact, since November 11, there
have been six occasions when
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) registered a 44% women
ridership.

The Delhi government has
been emphasising that apart

Delhi defends health
scheme in High Court

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE DELHI government de-
fended its health scheme, the
Delhi Arogya Kosh (DAK), at the
Delhi High Court Wednesday,
saying it is not turning people
away or denying treatment to
anyone on the basis of residence.

“Several policy initiatives in-
troduced by the Delhi govern-
ment cater to several categories
of persons, irrespective of their
domicile status,” abench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice CHari
Shankar was told via an affidavit.

To cater to the needs of the mi-
grant population, the bench was
told the Delhi government hasin-
troduced mohalla clinics, polyclin-
icsand schemes that facilitate the
treatment for victims of road ac-
cident/acid attacks/burninjuries.

Delhi government’s additional

standing counsel Sanjoy Ghose,
who filed the affidavit, said,
“Delhi’s residents are not provided
the benefits of Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojna...” like other states and UTs.

The government placed its af-
fidavit on a PIL by Abhijit Mishra,
a financial economist, alleging
that DAK, was “discriminatory” as
itrequires citizens to be residents
of the capital in order to access it.

Ghose apprised the court that
“Delhi is reportedly the fifth most
populous city in the world... the
burgeoning population has
placed...strain on available re-
sources, despite which the respon-
dent (Delhi government’s health
department) has been doing its
best to...improve quality of life...”

DAK is a registered society
which provides financial assis-
tance up toRs 5 lakh to needy pa-
tients for treatment of any illness
in a government hospital.

Delhi govt’s free bus rides
scheme was rolled out on
October 29

from ensuring safety, the
scheme will help bring more
women into the labour force,
which stands at around 11% at
the moment.

On October 30, 35% of the to-
tal DTC ridership was made up
of women, while the share was
27% in the case of cluster buses.
Delhi has 3,781 DTC and 1,900

cluster buses.

On November 19, the share of
female ridership in DTC buses was
44%, while that in cluster buses
was 38%. A transport department
official said that women ridership
in cluster buses may not have
crossed 40% yet, but the substan-
tial increase seen in case of DTC
buses “was a positive”.

“DTC buses cover more areas
than the ones under the cluster
scheme. These buses connect
the urban and rural areas of
Delhi. So the DTC ridership is
more representative when it
comes drawing a conclusive pic-
ture,” the official said.

The figures crossed 40% at a
time when odd-even car restric-
tions were in force. However,
there has been no dip in the
share since November 15, when
the restrictions were lifted.

Meanwhile, in a setback, the

number of women taking bus

Delhi Transport department’s
tender to procure 385 electric
buses, which were to be in-
ducted in the cluster fleet, has
failed as the bidders did not meet
the required “technical qualifi-
cations”, another official said.

The tender, which was
floated in March, had received
bids from around three private
players. “Initially, not much hap-
pened due to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The evaluation of the bids
started in August. It is definitely
a setback,” the official said.

The plan to get 1,000 low-
floor AC buses, for which three
separate tenders were floated,
will also see a delay. While the
tender for 400 AC buses has
gone through and their delivery
will begin next month, two sep-
arate tenders for 350 and 250
buses each of this category have
failed.

From today, fine on vacant plots
with construction waste, garbage

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

STARTING THURSDAY, a penalty
would be imposed on officials of
land-owning agencies which
have vacant plots with either con-
struction and demolition waste
or garbage dumped in them, of-
ficials said Wednesday. The deci-
sion was taken atameeting of the
heads of various Delhi govern-
ment departments and munici-
pal bodies and was chaired by
Chief Secretary Vijay Kumar Dev.
Officials said MCD deputy
commissioners from all zones
would lead teams toidentify such
vacant plots. “The officer con-
cerned of the agency, in whose
area the vacant plot exists, will be
penalised based on the scale of
the damage caused,” a senior
Delhi government official said.
Authorities said they are plan-

AQIMAY TOUCH
"SEVERE’ FRIDAY

New Delhi: Air quality in
Delhi-NCR deteriorated
Wednesday and may
further worsen with a
possibility of reaching
dangerous levelsin
some areas on Friday.
Delhirecorded an AQI
of 301, in the ‘very poor’
category, up from 242
the previous day. Air
quality is expected to
improve by Saturday,
with a passing Western
disturbance increasing
wind speed. ENS

ning to start penalising “visibly
polluting vehicles” from Thursday.
“All vehicles, including two-,

three- and four-wheelers, which
are seen to be visibly polluting,
will be fined,” the official added.

Officials said action is being
taken after a recent Supreme
Court order directed authorities
to step up pollution control meas-
ures. An action plan to control
high concentration of pollutants
in the air during winter months
would also be finalised in the next
few days, officials added.

The SC had directed the
Delhi  Pollution Control
Committee  (DPCC) on
November 15 to conduct check-
ing of three-wheeler vehicles as
well as those used by corpora-
tions to find out the kind of fuel
being used, after a complaint al-
leged use of kerosene.

The DPCC had sent samples
for checking from 209 vehicles.
The results of 20 were received
recently, and as per the official, all
20 vehicles passed the test.

Mo - 11432/05HB
File No - EB-1/144/2019

ODISHA STATE HOUSING BOARD

Bid Invitation Notice

Bid Identification Number/01(A)/CE/OSHB/2018-20

Date - 19.11.2018

The Project

Selection Process

representatives,

Contact Persons
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Odisha State Housing Board Invites Developers for Development of an Integrated
Residential cum Commercial Complex over an area of 6.589 Acre of land at Patrapada
Bhubaneswar, Odisha thmugh e- aucﬂnn prntes.s. in Public Private Partnership mode.

Odisha State Housing Board (O5HB), proposes lo develop an integrated residential cum commercial com-
plax in Bhubaneswar. O5HB plans to develop the projects on Public Private Partnership mode and intends
lo select a Developer through e-auction of the land who shall be responsible for infrastructure developmant,
markeling, operation and maintenance ol tha projects. The Davelopaer shall have o develop a minimum of
2/37 of the total built up area for residential use and maximum of 1/37 of the total built up area for commer-
cial use, OSHBE has identified a strategically locatad piece of land spread over an arsa of around 6.589 Acre
in Mouza Patrapada, under Bhubaneswar Tahasil, Khurda, Onssa for the Project.

Reserve price of the land is fixed at Rs. B7.00 crores, (Rupees Eighty Seven Crores)

The Developer would be selected through an open compealitive (e-auction) double slage bidding process.
Intending Bidders'Developers are hereby invited 1o submit their Bids for the development of the projects.

The detall eligibility criteria are provided in the Request for Proposal document.
Issue of Request for Proposal (RFP) Document

RFF document, detailing the project information and reguirements can be obtained from OSHB office from
22.11.2018 onwards il 3.00 PM on 21.12.2019 on payment of & non-refundable cost of As. 53,100.00
{Rupees Fifty three thousand one hundred) only, inclusive of GST & 18%. It can also be downloaded from
www.oshb.org. In this casa, a non-refundable demand draft of Hs. 53,100.00 (Rupees Fifty three thousand
one hundred) anly in favour of "Onssa Housing Board Funds™ payable al Bhubaneswar shall be submitied
along with the Bid towards cost of the HEP document.

The completed BFP along with required documents should reach OSHB office on or belore 21.12.2019 at
15:00 hrs by registered post [ speed post / courier only, No drop box facility s available and hand dellvery
15 nol allowed, OSHEB will not be responsible for any postal [ couner dalay. The technical bids will be opened
an 23.12.2019 at 11.00 hours in fhe OSHE conférence hall in the presence of bidders or their autharised

OSHB reserves the right, without any obligation or liability, to accept or reject any or all the RFPs at any
stage of the process, 1o cancel or madify the process or any part thereof or to vary any or all the terms and
conditions at any time, without assigning any reason whatsoaver,

Any moedification / amendmean / corrigendum, if any, to the RFP document, shall not be advertised in the
newspapers but shall be posted in the weabsita only,

Kir. Simanchal Panda, Executive Engineer (PFPP), OSHB, pel@oshb.org, +591 8249177105
Completed RFP may be sent to

The Housing Commissioner-cum-Secratary
Crissa Stale Housing Board (OSHB), AG2, Unit 11, Sachivalaya Marg
Bhubaneswar - 751 001, Cissa, India
Tel No: 0674 - 23533524, 2393277, 2393525 | Fax No: 0674-2393952 i
Housing Commissioner cum Secretary
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Bank of Indla invibes Hegues] s Froposal (SFP ] Tor Procuramanl ol Dolobass

Aty Mankoring (DAM) Solution

Lag] date for subimission of Hogues! for Progosal: 1812 2018 by 3.00 pm.

Full details are avalablz on the Bank's Coporats Wensite
wisw. ban kofired @, co. i urickesr “Tenckss ™ Se-clon Insen 211120119,

Amendments,! Comgendum, if any, wil be sepd an our sebs e onby

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

GUNNER KAWARE
BABA SAHEB

(01 Jun1976 to 21 Nov
2000)

GUNNER ARJINDER
SINGH (15 Aug 1979
to 21 Nov 2000

SOUTH DELHI MUNIGIPAL GCORPORATION

i OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER {STORE}
Gard i Soone Hewida, Cpoosie Bind Schidl @ Biock Faghuor Magas, My Disie E300E T
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
MIT NocEE (ETORE-DEWVS)AW2A2019-202 Oaled ; 2011 2008
Souih D-ﬁl'u Mineips] Corporaton [SOC] rvias Open Tanism aeded
Tesd Bid I‘.'-:|IE|.I3-"II O Ram rale BEsE an s E'{-:’ll'l-ﬂ'ﬂlir'll: paral fom -I:I-l-lji'.'ll-l'.'
appicantzregsledd municipal comracions who fullll gualilication dGriténa
af NIT, for the work "Supply of Wheel Barrows of 140 Litre capacily af
Central Share, SOMEG having Estimated Cost: RS 45,00 Lacs, Eanast
mongy. Rz, 90,0004, Tmeof Complation -3 Months & HAc-G=110=1182.
The Eligibility cordifions and other detailsiender documents may be
downtaaced from SDOMC  website www.modanling.gov.in and
http:/fwww.tenderwlzard. com/SOUTHOMECETENDER upto
05122019 (upio 2:00P M)
HLOL Mo, 110 DEY S 2015-20

Executive Enginesr (Stare-DEMS) )

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
EXECUITIVE ENGINEER,
PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, BEED

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.BEED/ 15 OF 20 19-20

E-Tenders for (02) Works in B-l form is invited by the
Executive Engineer, Public Works Division, Beed
(Phone No. 02442-222474) from the registered
Contractors in appropriate class of Public Works
Department of Govt. of Maharashtra for the improve-
ment roads/repair of buildings/construction of new build-
ings in Tal. Beed/Georai/Wadwani Dist. Beed.

The details can be viewed and downloaded from follow-
ing website.

www.mahapwd.com

https://mahatenders.gov.in

sd/-
Executive Engineer, Public

Works Division, Beec‘

Office of Satna Smart City

Development LIMITED (SSCDL)

dgipr 2019-2020/3737
&f‘.l I\
Municipal Corporation Satna (MP}-485001
E-TENDER NOTICE

NIT Na, S5COLR 0T HTender/540 Satna, Dated:19.11.2019
Tervder ID ; 2072 UAD E4466 1

Cinline tandar through e-tendenng s invitad by Satna Smart
City Development Limited (55C0L), Salna, M.P. for Request
for Proposal (AFP) notice for "Sedection of Agaency to Prepare
Property Tax Registar based on GIS & Mull-Purpese Household
Survey wilh Technical Handhaolding Suppoil in Salna City™. The
brief datails of the project an s bakow!
(1) Decurnent DownlosdSale Start Date: 20.11.2019, 1730 Hrs
(i) Bid Submission Star Date: 200112019, 17,30 Hrs
(i) Brd Submission Closing Date: 18,12 2019, 17: 30 Hrs
(v} Pre-Bid meetng Cale: 29.11.2018, 11:00 Hrs at SSCOL

altice

For algibility Sstails, EMD and terms & condition of the Yendar
plaase visi htipsYmptenders.govin &

Executlve Engineer
Satna Smari City Development Limiled

ipgpqr-.ﬂ{:)' 55. COM

Satna (M.P)
Pl B

Eighteen years ago you made the supreme sacrifice for
the honour of the Regt and Country while combating
insurgents in South Assam. Your heroic deeds epito-
mized valour and self sacrifice that acts as a source of
inspiration & strength to us.

Co and All Ranks 17 Para Fd Regt (8 RAJPUT)

@ EAST DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
Offica of the Exsoutive Enginoer (PRI |

Shandara Squth Zone, School Biock, Shakarpur, Dalhi=110052
MNOTICE INVITING TENDER

HIT : EDMCIEE [Pr.-i'Shah. | SYTCARH19- 207 Dt : 18.19.2079 |
The Execitere Engenesr (Fri-H Shahdara South on behalf of Commisscner,
EDEC inviieg anding item rade tendas an bwd bid systom & peroantage rate
tender for iha workinlhe iender documents, fufilbng the eighbility criena:-
Lzl Dete of Download of ¢ Q2122009 ak 3.00 P
Tender Dios ot
Last Date of Bld Preparntion
and Mash Submission
Lasl Dhale of Closs for Bid
Last Crate of Re-encryplion
of Qplimg Bid
Lasl Date for Submisslan of
Technical Bid [For Resn Na,
01 & 02 & Finmancial Bie
iFor ttam Mo, 03 ta 04)
Opening al Technical Bid (For
Fem Mo, 01 & 02h & Financial
Bid [For em No. 03 1o 04)
Opening of Financial Bid : Wil be cpened alter
(For lbam Mo, 01 & 03] aypligiion ol Tegdhmical bid
Pre-bad meetng far ltiemno 07 & 02 will be beld on 26112019 et 11,00 am |
im e Oflice of EE-PR-II-Shahdara South, School Black, Shakarpur, |
Drebhi-110052,
S, Mo 1, Name of Waork | Prowiding & hixngof lostbai .!usrru-ru.ur.'!i.l;lmm
I:hi:l-l."l-r:‘.;s inchading chain inewira mash in Trlpkpurt Sports Comgilax in [
Ehakedara (Soulh] Zare. Head of Account @ XL-Y-4 Tender Amouwnd : -
[Fam Fata: Epmest HI:II'H]I' : Bs. 11510 Time ol Eﬂrl"lp-l-l!l]l!lri ol 14} |
Morths: Rates Hold good for @ 08 Months, Tender Cost © Fa. 20005
Tarsder Ma, 317453, 5, Na, 2, Nasmsa ol Wark | Pooeckns & g Tilnees |
equipment In folowing aparmentsSosaty Gyandeap Society, Akash
darshan, Arand Lok, Blay Bharat, Manue, Maadla, Deihi Police Apgl, [FS |
Appl, Suprime, Fine home, Bhagwen, Amar Jyall, Parvara, Manash, |
Vigan Lok, Magamina. AlMS, Elabhad. Indian Express Seciely in ward |
Mo 1FEAL-57, 5572, Head of Accound | XL-VII-5- (MLALAD); Tender |
aAamount e RAale Earmest Money @ A 2504000 Time
of Compietion ; 03 Months; Rales Hold good for | 86 Months; Tender |
Cost: Az 15005 Tender Mo, ; 317470, 5, No. 13, Name of Work : imp
Dew ol Passage of back lanes and Sde barms in pkl. ©, Mayur Vilear |
Fhase-l in ward B 11 EACST Shafdars Saulh Jerwe. Haadd o Acsoumnl
XLV (MSPY): Tender Amourt @ Ra. 4583 775 Eamest |
Meney ; Fs, 51, 700-; Time of Complation : 3 Months, Rates Hold good |
tor - 05 Months; Tender Cost - Ha, 5000 Tender Na, (317271, 5. Na, 1 4, |
Mamae of Work : Imp, Dsv af Passage of back lancs in P8, Mayur Vibar |
Phase-li by pdg. RME fram in wasd na. 1TERC-5T Shahdara Emith Zone |
irs BEayur Wikar Phage- 11 Haad o Aseount : XL-VH-S5-1E MSPY): Tender |
dmdiand @ Fe, 18834 408 Earmes] Money 2 Fs 3367000 Time ﬁr:
Complation ;04 MoniE e Rates Hold gocd Tor | 06 Worihe, Tender Coat |
: Be, 1.5007-; Tender Mo, 317472,
Mote : Torelors af S Mo, | & 2aro of Cpen Calegary. |
The damranid draf loe endars &0l & eamast monay il Dedeposited In he |
oflicn ot BE [Project)-Shah. Sputh, 3rd Fioor, Zonal Office Buslding.
Korkardooma, Dethk110092, Dataled MNIT can be seen from- the |
fobiraing welbsie higpulengneering modelenders.com, (WAP & SMS |
anabladisnders pactal) of tnam the offiss of ehe ﬂr'l'JErEigl'II!'-ﬂ. Bodh afidans |
cosd wnd Eamest money can o depostad i the lorm of bBank dea¥ of g |
EchadiLEa] Bank in wourcd Lommissaoner, ELINE
RO g, S4DPPEast3118-20  Execitive Engineer {Pri-il Shahdara Scuth Zone |

EDMC's Cltizens Helpline Ma. @ 155303

y 02122013 an 3,50 PM
! 02122019 at 3.30 PM o 8.00 P
P 0212209 A 5.03 PM o
Q. 1222019 af 3.00 Fi
1 04122049 at 3.00 PM

20 122009 A 3210 P
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I IN PARLIAMENT T s

Govt defers
surrogacy Bill in
RS after members
OppOSe Provisions

FroM THE GALLERY

FROM THE CHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

“Yes. All citizens are
equal. That need not be
stressed. All citizens are
equal irrespective of
caste, creed, sex,
religion and region.
India is one.
Appeasement of none
and justice for all.”

M VENKAIAH NAIDU, Chairman,
during Question Hour when questions
were being asked about the Citizenship
Amendment Billand NRC.

LOK SABHA

“There is no discussion
after a ruling is given.”

OM BIRLA, Speaker, to DMK member
Dayanidhi Maran after he continued to
press a notice for a breach of privilege of
the House.

QUOTEOF THE DAY

“The MLAs are having
office buildings in the
constituency, but there
is no office space for
MPs. So I request the
government to please
allow Rs 50 lakh out of
the MPLAD Fund to
construct an MP office
in the headquarters of
the parliamentary
constituency.”

S THIRUNAVUKKARASAR,
Congress MP in Lok Sabha.

S5 QUESTIONS

CONGRESS DEPUTY LEADER IN THE
RAJYA SABHA ANAND SHARMA RAISED
THEISSUE OF WITHDRAWAL OF SPG
COVERTO FORMER PM MANMOHAN
SINGH, CONGRESS PRESIDENT SONIA
GANDHI, RAHUL GANDHI AND PRIYANKA
GANDHI. HE SPOKE TO ABANTIKA
GHOSH.

What was your Zero Hour
submission?

Iraised the issue of the decision of
this government to withdraw SPG
cover to former PM Manmohan
Singh, Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, former president Rahul
Gandhi and general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi. This is unjustified
and unwarranted. It exposes them
to security risks and threats...

The government’s contention is
that the threat perception is lower
now.

This is alame excuse. It is the duty
of the state to protect senior
leaders. There is no room here for
any partisan political
considerations. It is an obligation of
the government. Yes, an evaluation
can be done but remember this is
the family that has lost two prime
ministers to acts of terror. This is
not a special favour.

Dr Subramanian Swamy said that
there is no threat because there is
no LTTE any longer.

I do not want to respond to what he
said. His animosity to the Gandhi
family is well known.

Eligibility for SPG security is laid
down in the SPG Act.

Exactly. It is for ex-prime
ministers, their families, those
who face grave threat. That is why
the Congress government never
withdrew or even diluted the SPG
cover for former PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee even though he was no
longer politically active. That
continued till his death in August
2018. Dr Manmohan Singh has
been the PM for 10 years, he is still
a Member of Parliament, active
politically.

Wasit extended to former PM
Vajpayee because there was a threat
perception or as a matter of
courtesy?

It was done because it is mandated
by the law. It is the duty of the
government and the UPA
government fulfilled it.

@papar n.ﬁva)' 55. COMm

Union Home Minister Amit Shah in the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. P11

J&K completely normal, no
Sec 144 during day: Shah

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

MAINTAINING THAT the situation is “com-
pletely normal” in the Valley, Home Minister
Amit Shah on Wednesday told the Rajya
Sabha that prohibitory orders under Section
144 are not imposed in any of the 195 police
stations of Jammu and Kashmir, except be-
tween 8 pmand 6 am.

He also said that school attendance
stands at 98 per cent, and that a call would
be taken on resuming internet services based
on inputs from the J&K administration.

Shah said that not one death has been re-
ported in police firing in Kashmir since August
5, when the Union government decided to
scrap special status to the state and bifurcate
itinto two union territories. He said all “predic-
tions of rivers of blood flowing after abroga-
tion of Article 370" have come wrong.

Inreply to a question, Minister of State for
Home Affairs G Kishen Reddy admitted that
the advisory board for looking into allegations
against people detained under the Public
Safety Act (PSA)is yet to be constituted.

Amid cries of protest from Opposition
leaders, especially Leader of Oppositionin the
Upper House Ghulam Nabi Azad, whois from
J&K and is a former chief minister, the govern-
ment also refused to talk about the detention
of former CM and Lok Sabha MP Farooq
Abdullah under PSA. Reddy maintained that
“various people have been incarcerated at var-
ious times” for “national security”.

Replying to NCP member Majeed
Memon, who asked when normalcy will be
restored in the Valley, Shah said: “The situa-
tion in Kashmir is completely normal. There
are some misconceptions that are being
spread, so I want to give the people, through
this House, some details of the extent of nor-
malcy there. Section 144 is lifted in all 195

police stations; incidents of stone-pelting
have come down... 544 (stone-pelting inci-
dents) this year against 802 last year; all
20,411 schools are open and examinations
have been conducted; of 50,537 students in
Class XI,50,272 — thatis 99.48 per cent — sat
for their exams, as did 99.7 per cent students
of classes X and XIL.”

He said, “All hospitals and health centres in
the Valley are open. Sales of petrol, diesel, LPG,
rice, etc, have gone up by 8-16 per cent over
the same period last year. The Valley’s apples
are being procured, (and) the expected out-
putis about 22.58 lakh metric tonnes.”

Anirate Azad said he could contradictevery
answer, at which Shah retorted that it is not
good to be stuck only with one’sownideas. He
dared Azad to prove the figures wrong.

Rajya Sabha Chairman Venkaiah Naiduin-
tervened and said he has already had a word
with the Home Minister and the House would
soon discuss the Kashmir situation in detail.

Shah went on to say that all media outlets
are fully functional in J&K, as are government
offices and banks. Inall, 36,192 new cases have
come to J&IK High Court and more than 52,000
were disposed of, he said. “There was 98.3 per
cent voting in 307 of 316 Block Development
Council elections in October,” he said.

He also told the House that all 93,247
landlines and 59 lakh mobile phones are cur-
rently functional in J&K.

Azad said health and education are most
affected because of suspension of internet
services.

But Shah said, “There is absolutely no
shortage of medicines anywhere. We have
also started mobile medicine vans; drug
stores inside hospitals are well-stocked... to-
tal number of OPD patients in Srinagar alone
was 6,06,700. In October, 791 lakh people at-
tended OPDs in Srinagar...in such a small city.
There is no dearth of health facilities any-
where...”

‘MEPS’ visit private,
a familiarisation
exercise; Indian MPs
not allowed due to
security concerns’

New Delhi: Replying to multiple queries dur-
ing Question Hour in the Rajya Sabha, the
government Wednesday defended facilita-
tion of the visit of 27 Members of European
Parliament (MEPs) to Kashmir last month,
saying it was a private visit organised by a
think tank on the request of the MEPs to un-
derstand the impact of terrorism in the
Valley. The government said the visit would
improve people-to-people contact and
Indian MPs were not allowed to visit Kashmir
because of “security concerns”.

G Kishan Reddy, Minister of State for
Home Affairs, skirted pinpoint questions on
the government’s association with the NGO
which had organised the visit. The questions
were asked by MPs Jose K Mani (Kerala
Congress-M), Javed Ali Khan (SP) and
Sukhram Singh Yadav (SP).

“The Government of Jammu and Kashmir
has reported that a group of 27 Members of
European Parliament (MEPs), who belonged
to different political parties, including ruling
and opposition parties, paid a private visit to
India from 28th October, 2019 to 1st
November, 2019 at the invitation of
International Institute for Nonaligned Studies,
a Delhi-based think tank,” Reddy said.

The government insisted that the visit of
the MEPs was a “familiarisation” exercise and
that they got a sense of the threat that ter-
rorism poses to Kashmir.
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THE RAJYA Sabha on Wednesday deferred
passage of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill af-
ter several members opposed certain provi-
sions in the legislation and demanded that
the Bill be modified.

The members sought changes in provi-
sions that only a close relative can be a surro-
gate mother, as well as the clause that surro-
gacy is permitted for couples after at least
five years of marriage.

The Bill, which seeks to ban commercial
surrogacy, was passed by Lok Sabha in
Monsoon Session and was taken up for dis-
cussion in Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

OnTuesday, several members had argued
that the government has not taken into con-
sideration recommendations made by the
Parliamentary standing committee which
scrutinised the Bill. Samajwadi Party’s Ram
Gopal Yadav, who headed the committee,
said the government did not accept 13 major
recommendations.

Many members spoke on similar lines on
Wednesday as well.

Given the sentiment, the government is
learnt to have decided not to rush with the
Bill and instead examine various amend-
ments suggested by the members and have
are-look at the standing committee’s report
to see whether it can incorporate any of the
suggestions.

Accordingly, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi proposed that the
House discuss the Bill up to 4 pm and there-
after take up another Bill. The surrogacy Bill
“may be continued tomorrow (Thursday)”,
he said.

Sources said Congress’s M V Rajeev
Gowda had given many amendments to the
Bill.

On Tuesday, Gowda had said the Bill in
its present form would not serve the pur-
pose for which it was intended. He said the
Bill should be aligned to the 21st century,
not the “Victorian Era”. It has some “unjust
provisions” and impracticalities,
he said.

On Wednesday, Congress’s Jairam
Ramesh said the Bill in its present form will
in effect drive surrogacy out of the market.
He said: “Itis mind-boggling that we are go-
ing to be passing a Bill which is going to make
only a close relative a surrogate mother. This
flies in the face of our understanding of
Indian families, of Indian society, and I am
absolutely surprised that a Bill can come in
this fashion that (says) surrogacy will be re-
stricted to a close relative.”

“If we recognise that infertility is a prob-
lem, if we recognise that infertility is on the
rise, if we recognise that people want surro-
gacy...then this Bill is the wrong Bill. This Bill
will put an end to any form of surrogacy be-
cause we can’t expect that only the sisters or

Lok Sabha nod to leglslatlon to regulate chit funds

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THE LOK Sabha on Wednesday passed The
Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill, 2019, aimed
at facilitating orderly growth of the chit fund
sector and enabling greater financial access
to people.

The Bill proposes to raise the limits of the
chit fund operated by individuals from Rs 1
lakh to Rs 3 lakh and for firms from Rs 6 lakh
toRs 18 lakh — these limits were last revised
in2001. The Bill also proposes to increase the
ceiling of foreman’s commission from 5 per
cent to 7 per cent of the chit fund amount.

Replying to debate on the Bill, Minister of
State for Finance Anurag Thakur said the gov-

Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury supported the BJP on
raising the issue of Ponzi schemes. P11

ernment will change the law as required to
ensure that the money of the poor is not
looted. He appealed to the members of the

‘NO PLAN FORONE CARD FOR ALL UTILITIES’

No proposal to make Hindi main language: Govt

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THERE IS neither any proposal to promote
Hindi as the country’s main language nor any
plans to usher in one card for all utilities, the
government told Parliament on Wednesday.

Home Minister Amit Shah has made a
mention of the two in his earlier speeches.
However, his ministry told the Rajya Sabha
during Question Hour that there were no
such proposals.

To a question asked by Tamil Nadu MP
Vaiko (MDMK) on whether “the minister
has announced one nation one language
for India and Hindi will be the single lan-
guage”, MoS (Home) G Kishen Reddy said,
“There is no proposal for one nation one
language.”

“The Constitution accords equal impor-
tance to all the languages of the country.
Language matters are in the Concurrent List
of the Constitution of India and are within

Vaiko had asked whether Hindi will be
the single language

the executive spheres of the Central govern-
ment and the respective state governments,”
Reddy said.

To another question on whether govern-
ment was considering bringing one card for
all utilities, Reddy replied, “At present there
is no proposal for one card for all utilities.”

In September, while speaking at a

House to rise above party lines and support
the legislation.

Earlier, several Opposition members de-
manded that chit funds be exempted from
GST and sought reduction of the proposed
commission for foreman from 7 per cent to
6 per cent.

Congress MP from Khadoor Sahib, Jasbir
Singh Gill, said imposing 12 per cent GST on chit
fundsisdetrimental and urged the government
to exempt it. Thakur said the issue of exemp-
tion can be considered in the GST council.

During the discussion, several members
cited Saradha and Rose Valley scams.
However, Thakur said members should not
mix up the issue of unregulated deposit
schemes with chit funds.

During the debate, members from the

Registrar General of India event, Shah had
proposed the idea of a multipurpose card for
citizens with all utilities such as Aadhaar,
passport, ration card, driving licence, and
others. “We can have just one card for all util-
ities like Aadhaar, passport, bank account,
driving licence, voter card. This is a poten-
tial,” he had said.

Shah had in the same month pushed for
the idea of ‘One Nation, One Language’ with
Hindi as the choice. After attending an event
organised to commemorate Hindi Diwas by
the Department of Languages of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, Shah tweeted, “India is a
country of different languages. Every language
has its own importance. But is absolutely es-
sential that the entire country has one lan-
guage that becomes the identity of the nation
in the world. If there is any language that can
tie the whole country in one thread, it is the
most spoken language of Hindi.”

Even though Shah qualified his statement
that promotion of Hindi would not be at the
cost of other local languages, his statements

treasury benches and Opposition echoed
similar views on more than one occasion. For
instance, when BJP MP from West Tripura
Pratima Bhaumik raised the issue of Ponzi
schemes and their link to West Bengal,
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said lakhs of people have been looted in the
state and that the BJP has raised the
correctissue.

Three members from the Opposition, N K
Premachandran of RSP, Sougata Ray of TMC
and K Suresh of Congress moved amendments
which were rejected by the House. Later, the
House passed the Bill with a voice vote.

This Bill seeks to amend the Chit Funds
Act, 1982 and is aimed at protecting the inter-
ests of the poor who use chit funds to save
money.

drew sharp reactions from opposition par-
ties, particularly those from south India.
While CPM called it an attack on the core
principles of India’s diversity, Karnataka
Congress leader Rajeev Gowda reminded the
BJP that Article 29 of the Constitution hon-
oured multiple languages.

Promotion of Hindi as India’s national
language is an old ideological project of the
Sangh Parivar and the BJP. Staunch loyalty to
this ideological position has even proved to
be a roadblock for the BJP in expanding its
influence in southern states that have strong
local language roots and sentiments.

The MHA’s latest assertion also comes in
the backdrop of repeated praise by PM
Narendra Modi of various languages, in par-
ticular, Tamil. In several of his recent
speeches, Modi has made a conscious effort
to speak Tamil and reinforce cultural motifs
from the region.

The symbolism of it all has been inter-
preted in the context of the BJP’s push to
make inroads into Tamil Nadu.
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Jairam Ramesh: This Bill will putan
end to any form of surrogacy because
we can’t expect close relatives to come
forward.

RS members
seek review of
transgender Bill

New Delhi: Several members in Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday sought review
of a Bill on protection of rights of
transgenders and demanded that it
be referred to a select parliamentary
committee. The Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019, which
seeks to provide a mechanism for so-
cial, economic and educational em-
powerment of transgenders, was
moved for consideration and passage
in Rajya Sabha by Social Justice
Minister Thaawar Chand Gehlot.
The Bill was passed by Lok Sabha
in August.
PTI

sister-in-law or some close relative is going to
come forward... this is going to create more
emotional problems, more psychological
problems than we can never imagine.... So
this close relative thing is a very dangerous
element in the Bill,” he said.

He said the Bill also is silent on the ques-
tion of prior informed consent.

The DMK also said it is opposed to the Bill
inits present form.

Pointing out the Bill's shortcomings, CPI's
Binoy Viswam said, “Why is a single woman
not allowed to have a child through surro-
gacy? The Bill is silent on that. There are
many other social issues and sections, for ex-
ample, transgenders... Surrogacy is meant for
people of all sects, all human beings and all
social gatherings. But eliminating certain sec-
tions from the purview of the Bill cannot be
appreciated.”

Raut writes to Naidu
on seat change: Bid to
humiliate, Sena not
formally out of NDA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

HIS SEAT moved from the third row to the
fifth in the Upper House, Shiv Sena’s
Parliamentary party leader Sanjay Raut has
written a strongly worded letter to Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu to
protest against the move.

Calling the move an “attempt to humili-
ate” him, Raut demanded that he be seated
in the first three rows, keeping in view his
seniority and status as the leader of his party.

The latest controversy comes in the after-
math of the BJP-Sena break-up over govern-
ment formation in Maharashtra. The Senais
currently engaged in an effort to forge a gov-
ernment in alliance with the NCP and the
Congress.

In his letter, Raut wrote, “I think that this
decision was taken by someone deliberately
to hurt the sentiments of Shiv Sena and to
suppress our voice.... | may remind you that
even when NDA was in Opposition, I was al-
lotted a third row seat in the House in view
of my seniority in Rajya Sabha. But now, what
[ feel..my seat has been allotted in the fifth
row intentionally to humiliate me and my
party’s status in the House.”

Raut said he fails to understand the rea-
son behind this “unwarranted step of re-al-
location of seats since there is no formal an-
nouncement about the (Sena’s) removal
from NDA”. This move, according to him, has
hurt the dignity of Parliament.

The Sena leader wrote, “I strongly feel
that the Chairperson is above party affilia-
tions and should take decisions in a non-par-
tisan manner.” However, a message seems
to have been sent that “it is correlated with
the tussle for government formation in
Maharashtra”.
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Abe may visit Indiain Dec
for bilateral meet with Modi

problem of pollution.

PRESIDENT’S APPEAL

EVER SINCE Pranab Mukherjee was president, Rashtrapati
Bhawan has been holding Visitor’s conference with central
universities, IITs, NITs and [ISERs. On Monday, the conference
for IITs, NITs and IISERs was held. Usually, quality of educa-
tion and international ranking of institutions are the topics
discussed at this conference every year. However, on Monday,
the President had an interesting appeal for those in atten-
dance. He requested them to work on solutions to fight the

ministry.

TRANSFER BUZZ

THE SUDDEN transfer of 11 officers, mostly of the joint secre-
tary level, from Railway ministry to zones on Monday night
has created a buzz. The bureaucracy is of the view that the
pattern of transfers is such that offices of Railway Board
Members will be weakened, affecting its functioning and de-
cision-making. A part of so-called ‘right-sizing’ of the min-
istry, the logic behind the exercise is not clear to officers. This
comes after the ministry recently dissolved the
Transformation Cell by surrendering/transferring the posts.
Now there is a buzz that a third of even Railway Board
Secretariat Service officials may soon be posted outside the

HOUSE QUERY

FOLLOWING SUBMISSIONS by Trinamool Congress MPs
Nadimul Hag and Manas Ranjan Bhunia during the Zero Hour
on Wednesday about the devastation caused by the cyclone
Bulbul in West Bengal, Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu asked, “What is Bulbul?”. Bhunia then explained,
“Bulbul is the name given to a cyclonic storm”. The cyclone
had recently hit West Bengal and Odisha.

Meet may be held in mid-December; Guwahati, Konark among venue choices

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

JAPAN'S PRIME Minister Shinzo
Abe s likely to visit India in mid-
December and New Delhi and
Tokyo are working out the dates
between December 13 and 17
for his annual summit with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

As for the venue of the bilat-
eral talks, the Indian side is
scouting for locations and is con-
sidering Odisha and Assam as
possible places for the meeting.

While Assam’s Guwabhati is
the first choice for the bilateral
meeting, Odisha’s Bhubaneshwar
has emerged as a top contender
owing toitsinfrastructure and lo-
cal administration.

It is learnt that the pictur-
esque Sun temple in Konark in

Japan PM Shinzo Abe

Odisha could provide a backdrop
for the summit meeting be-
tween Modi and Abe. Such a pic-
turesque backdrop will be com-
parable to the summit between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Modi in Mahabalipuram in
October.

In September 2017, when
Abe last came to India for the bi-
lateral summit, he visited
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Govt to import 1.2 lakh tonnes of
onions to combat rising prices

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

TO CONTROL the rising prices of
onions, the government has de-
cided to import 1.2 lakh tonnes
of onions. The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took a decision

KARNATAKA

in this regard on Wednesday.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the
Cabinet’s decision.which comes
days after Union Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food & PD,
Ram Vilas Paswan, announced
that the government would im-
port onions to improve domestic
availability of the key staple.

Congress, JD(S) vow
to ensure defeat of
rebels in bypolls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 20

DESPITE THE lack of any overt
understanding, the opposition
Congress and JD(S)in Karnataka,
who were partners in a coalition
government till July, have an-
nounced a common goal of en-
suring the defeat of 15 disquali-
fied MLAs in the bypolls to be
held on December 5.1t is the exit
of these rebel MLAs from the two
parties that led to the collapse of
the coalition government.

Though the Congress and
JD(S) have fielded or backed can-
didates in all 15 constituencies
for a three-way fight with the
ruling BJP, which has fielded de-
fectors in 13 of the 15 seats, the
opposition parties have stated
that their intent is to defeat all
the defectors.

“Our main aim is to ensure
the defeat of the defectors be-
cause they pulled down the
coalition government. We also
want to send out a message that
people do not support the poli-
tics of defection,” leader of the
Congress in Karnataka legisla-
ture Siddaramaiah said on
Wednesday.

“We want all the disqualified
MLAs to lose. The battle between
me and Congress leader
Siddaramaiahis a separate mat-
ter,” former CM and JDS leader H
D Kumaraswamy said this week.

The BJP, meanwhile, is leav-
ing no stone unturned to ensure
that the rebels are elected to the
Assembly to ensure the survival
of the B S Yediyurappa govern-
ment which has a thin majority.

The results for the December
5 bypolls will be announced on

December 9. The BJP needs to
win at least eight seats to reach
the majority mark of 113 seatsin
the 224-member Assembly. The
party currently has 105 MLAs
and is supported by an
Independent legislator. The
Congress has 66 MLAs, the JD(S)
34 and the BSP one. There are
currently 17 vacancies in the
House.

The BJPis facing infighting in
several constituencies going to
polls with party leaders oppos-
ing the choice of rebel MLAs as
candidates. Among these seats
are Gokak, Kagwad, Hoskote,
Vijaynagara and Rannebennur.
The BJP has tried to pacify local
leaders by appointing several of
them to government boards and
corporations.

In Gokak, brothers Ramesh
Jharkiholi and Lakhan are con-
tesing against each other on BJP
and Congress tickets, respectively.
Local BJP Lingayat leader Ashok
Poojary, who lost the 2018 polls
toRamesh Jharkiholi, has entered
the fray onaJD(S) ticket. The con-
stituency has traditionally beena
Jharkiholi family stronghold with
party rivalries playing no great
role in poll outcomes.

In Kagwad, BJP rebel Raju
Kage has been given the
Congress ticket. He is up against
Congress rebel Shrimanth Patil.

In Hoskote, Congress rebel M
TBNagaraj is contesting on a BJP
ticket against Padmavathi
Suresh, the wife of Byrathi
Suresh, a Congress leader close
to Siddaramaiah and areal estate
businessman. BJP rebel Sharath
Bache Gowda, son of BJP MP
from the region B N Bache
Gowda, is contesting as a JD(S)-
backed Independent.
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Ahmedabad and a roadshow
was organised to welcome him.
In 2018, when Modi visited
Japan, he was hosted by Abe ata
private dinner at his ancestral
home in Yamanashi, the first
such reception to be extended to
a foreign leader.

Before Abe comes to India,
the two sides are expected to
hold the first 2+2 ministerial
meeting — between the Foreign
ministers and Defence ministers
—onNovember 30, sources said.
This will lay the groundwork for
the visit by the Japanese Prime
Minister in December.

Sources said the
Northeastern states were iden-
tified as the first choice for the
venue since Japan is involved in
some projects in the region as
part of India’s Act East policy.
These projects are governed by

ERATIONS

Congress and NCP leaders at a meeting in NCP Chief Sharad Pawar’s residence in New Delhi

on Wednesday. ANI

FREE SPEECH OF CONSTITUTIONAL FUNCTIONARIES

Claiming damages remedy to
fight malicious propaganda: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

A CONSTITUTION bench of the
Supreme Court, which is exam-
ining whether there can be lim-
its on the right to free speech of
Constitutional functionaries, ob-
served on Wednesday that
claiming damages under the law
of torts is the “remedy” to fight
motivated and malicious prop-
aganda and attempts to tarnish
reputations.

“The legal community is also
at fault. We never developed the
law of torts....to claim dam-
ages...That’s the remedy,” ob-
served Justice S Ravindra Bhat,
who was part of the bench
headed by Justice Arun Mishra.

The comments came as
Senior Advocate Harish Salve,
who is assisting the court as
Amicus Curiae, highlighted the
nuisance of false reports target-
ing people holding high offices,
only to be withdrawn or proved

wrong subsequently.

“Just because you are in an
important office doesn’t mean
that you are open to any non-
sense,” Salve told the bench, also
comprising Justices Indira
Banerjee, Vineet Saran and M R
Shah, and adding, “The govern-
ment has a duty to do something
about this.”

“Reputations are tarnished
with complete impunity,” he
said. Democracy, said Salve, was
based on the people’s faithin the
system. He added that the power
of courts comes from the faith of
the public in the institution and
that cannot be allowed to be un-
dermined. He said people don’t
take to streets because they be-
lieve there is a state machinery
which will protect them. “If that
faith is undermined, you are de-
stroying the edifice of democ-
racy..If people loose faith, demo-
carcy will collapse,” he said.

Salve opined that “if a public
functionary undermines it
through statements, surely that

ROW OVER TEACHER’S RELIGION

As Muslim Sanskrit professor leaves for
home, BHU students come out in his support

AVANEESH MISHRA
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 20

AFTER BEING appointed as assis-
tant professor at Banaras Hindu
University’s Sanskrit Vidya
Dharam Vigyan (SVDV) two
weeks ago, Firoze Khan, a doctor-
atein Sanskrit,on Wednesday left
for his native place in Jaipuras stu-
dents of his department contin-
ued with their protest opposing
his appointment as he is a
Muslim.

Meanwhile, a section of stu-
dents of the university came out
insupport of Khan, who could not

Firoze Khan

attend the university since his
joining on November 7.
“DrFiroze Khan had gone into
hiding after joining at the registrar
office. No one knew where he was
staying as he did not come to the
university. However, today his
Head of Department (HoD) told
me that Firoze has left for Jaipur.
There are some reports doing the

is actionable”.

Pointing out that judges ex-
ercise restraint while carrying
out their responsibilities, he said
constitutional functionaries are
also under an oath. “If there is a
duty on the government, there
isa duty on every member of the
government,” he said.

Justice Mishra asked if the
collective responsibility rule can
be invoked in such cases.

“That is why they have to be
careful about what they
say...They cannot say I'm not
Home Minister...They cannot es-
cape liability by saying they are
not in charge of the depart-
ment,” Salve said.

The question of whether
there can be limits to free speech
by ministers and those holding
high offices had arisen in the
context of controversial com-
ments by former Uttar Pradesh
minister and Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan following the
2016 Bulandshahr gangrape
case.

rounds that he has resigned. This
is not true. Firoze Khan has told
the HoD that he was going to his
hometown,” Vindheshwari
Mishra, Dean, SVDV, said

Two days ago, a distraught
Khan had expressed hope that the
students will come around. “All
my life, Ilearnt Sanskrit and I was
never made to realise | am a
Muslim, but now when I am try-
ing to teach, suddenly it has be-
come the only subject,” Khan had
told The Indian Express.

Meanwhile, a section of stu-
dents came out openly in support
of Khan for the first time. Holding
banners with ‘We are with you Dr

the North East Forum, presided
over by the Japanese ambassa-
dor to India and the Foreign
Secretary, said the sources.
Among the projects, nine are on-
going and three are new. They
include road connectivity proj-
ects in Assam, Meghalaya and
Mizoram, forest management
projects in Sikkim, Tripura and
Nagaland and water supply and
sewage projects in Assam.

This will be Abe’s first visit to
India since Modi was re-elected
in May.

The two leaders, however,
have met four times since Modi’s
re-election — at the G20 Summit
in Osaka in June, th G7 Summit
in Biarritz in August, the Eastern
Economic Forum meet in
Vladivostok in September and
ASEAN & East Asia summits in
Bangkok in November.

MHA rejects
TRS MLA’s
appeal against
citizenship
cancellation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 20

THE UNION
Ministry  of
Home Affairs
(MHA) has re-
jected the ap-
peal of
Telangana
Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) legislator
Chennamaneni
Ramesh against
cancellation of his citizenship,
bringing into question his status
asalegislator.

In September, the MHA had
cancelled Ramesh’s citizenship
since he had earlier opted for
German citizenship.

Ramesh, @ MLA from
Vemulawada in north Telangana,
had appealed to the ministry
against the order. Sources said the
ministry was not convinced and
rejected his appeal.

Ramesh had told The Indian
Express in September, “There are
certain technical grounds on
which the citizenship has been
cancelled but I will give all infor-
mation and appeal for review. For
instance, the rule that a person
has to live continuously for 365
days to be eligible for Indian citi-
zenship came only after [ was
granted it (German citizenship).
[t now cannot be the basis for
cancelling my citizenship. I have
already given up my German cit-
izenship. I have 30 days before
being barred as an MLA.”

Ramesh had migrated to
Germany in 1993. He married a
German national and after getting
German citizenship had re-
nounced his Indian citizenship.
The TRS leader maintains that he
returned toIndiain 2009 and had
applied for Indian citizenship,
which was granted on February 3,
2009. He contested 2009 elec-
tions of unified Andhra Pradesh
on a TDP ticket and won, but re-
signed in favour of Telangana
statehood and joined the TRS. He
won the by-election in July 2010.

In August last year, the
Supreme Court had asked MHA
tolook into theissue.

CRamesh

Firoze Khan’' written onit, the stu-
dents marched from the univer-
sity’s Lanka Gate to Ravidas Gate.
The “peace march” was carried
out under the banner of ‘Joint
Action Committee’ of outfits like
the NSUI, Youth for Swaraj and
AISA. The students said if the is-
sue is not resolved, they will start
aprotestatabiggerscale, starting
Thursday.

Earlier in the day, they met
Vice-Chancellor Rakesh
Bhatnagar and sought the univer-
sity’s stand on the issue. According
to sources, the administration told
said there was nothing wrong
with the Khan’s appointment.
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Ayodhya verdict:
Sunni board split
on SC review plea

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 20

DAYS AFTER the All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB)decided to file areview
petition challenging the
Supreme Court verdict in the
Ayodhya case, members of the
UP Sunni Central Wagf Board are
divided on the question of re-
view petition.

Of the Sunni Board’s eight
members, including chairman
Zufar Faruqui, two on
Wednesday said areview should
be filed, while some were against
it. There seemed unanimity over
objecting to the court’s offer of 5
acres to build a mosque.

The Board is scheduled to
meet in Lucknow on November
26 to discuss the issue.

Imran Mabood Khan,
Allahabad High Court lawyer
and Board member since 2001,
alleged that Faruqui is under
“pressure” due to cases filed
against him, a charge Faruqui
dismissed.

He told The Indian Express,
“He (Faruqui) will not let the
Board file a review petition be-
cause he fears a backlash from
the government due to corrup-
tion... he transferred Wagf prop-
erties illegally.”

Denying any wrongdoing and
being under pressure, Faruqui
said, “So many people are saying
a review petition should not be
filed. Are they all under pressure?
The recent cases against me are
political (in nature) and have
nothing to do with this case. If I
was under pressure, | would have
filed withdrawal application
(earlier).”

About the court’s offer to give
the Muslim side 5 acres to build
a mosque, Mabood said, “It is
merely a distraction. This will set
a bad precedent. The Muslim
side should reject the offer.”

About the review, he said, “If
AIMPLB has said a review peti-
tion will be filed, the Sunni Wagf
Board should support it. The re-
view petition may not stand in
court, but must be filed.”

Abdul Razzaque Khan, a

Casesagainst
Board
@ chairman

EXPLAINED

SUNNIWAQF Board chair-
man Zufar Faruqui has
been named in two cases,
lodged in August and
September this year in
Rampur,along with others.
The first FIR on August 19,
lodged at Azim Nagar po-
lice station, is regarding al-
leged usurping of around
86 bighas classified as
Enemy Property. The FIR
names nine people in all.
The second FIR, at Kotwali
police  station on
September 12, names
Faruqui and others for al-
legedly assaulting com-
plainant Naseema
Khatoon’s husband and
forcibly evicting them from
their house in Rampur.

lawyer at Lucknow bench of
Allahabad HC and Board mem-
ber since 2003, reiterated
Mabood’s stance on the verdict.
On review petition, he said,
“Since the verdict is not fair, a re-
view should be filed. It is part of
the legal process. It is the only
way to tell the world that what
happened was not fair.”

About the offer of land, he
said, “Land for amosque can’t be
traded. The offer should be re-
jected.” He said he will attend
the November 26 meeting and
express his views.

Abrar Ahmed, Samajwadi
Party MLA and Board member,
said he will attend the meeting,.
“We respect the court’s decision,
but I feel it was unfair,” he said.
Onthe offer of 5 acres, he said, “A
mosque can’t be built on do-
nated land. The offer should be
rejected.”

Ahmed refused to comment
the question of review plea.

Another Board member, who
did not want to be named, said
the verdict should be accepted
and areview petition should not
be filed.

Govt must disclose electoral
bonds details in House: Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

ALLEGING THAT electoral bonds
have turned out to be a black
money recycling and political
bribery scheme, the Congress on
Wednesday demanded that the
government disclose the iden-
tity of all donors and reveal in
Parliament information regard-
ing donations received by all po-
litical parties.

The Congress claimed that
RTI replies have shown that
Prime Minister’s Office inter-
vened to open special windows
for political donations through
electoral bonds before the
Karnataka Assembly elections
last year.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Leader of the Oppositionin
Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
said RTIreplies have shown that

rules regarding the scheme were
flouted at the PMO's instance.

“It was not a scheme for
transparency in political fund-
ing, it was a scheme which was
deliberately created to extort
money and to force corporates
or accept donations without dis-
closing identity of obliging cor-
porate for government patron-
age and consideration,” senior
Congress leader Anand Sharma
said.

“The government must dis-
close all information and place it
in both Houses of Parliament, of
electoral bearer bonds issued
and which political party got
how much... Only when the
identity is revealed of those who
have donated hundreds of
crores... the nation will come to
know which decisions of the
government, which policies of
the Modi government benefited
those corporates...” Sharma said.

WRITEBAK

RESPONDING TO areportin The
Indian Express titled ‘3 institutes
of eminence flag slow funding,
govt points to unspent funds’
(November 17), Subrat Pradhan,
deputy secretary, Department of
Higher Education hasissued the
following statement:

“There is no delay from the
ministry in releasing funds to
these three public institutions
under the IoE (Institution of
Eminence) scheme. As per the
provision under the IoE
Guidelines, 2017, the release of
funds to the public institutions
under the scheme would de-
pend upon the capacity of the in-
stitutions to absorb the funds
and their achievement of the fi-
nancial and physical outcomes
laid down in their implementa-
tion plan.

The ministry had released Rs
43 Crore (approx.) to each of
these institutes in 2018-19.
Further, Rs 50 Crore and Rs 35
Crore have been released to IIT,
Delhi and IISC, Bangalore in

2019-20, respectively. However,
these institutes have not been
able to spend the IoE funds given
to them as of now. While IIT Delhi
has stillan unspent balance of Rs
73.54 crore, IISC, Bangalore and
[IT, Bombay have unspent bal-
ance of Rs 56.53 crore and 42.97
crore, respectively.

Inview of the above, all these
three public institutions have
been asked to utilise the unspent
balance with them and inform
the ministry as soon as possible
for further release of IoE grants
in this financial year 2019-20.”
Ritika Chopra replies: The re-
portis based on the presentation
made by IIT-Delhi, [IT-Bombay
and Indian Institute of Science
before the Empowered Expert
Committee on September 26. As
for the unspent balance with the
three IoEs, the report carries the
ministry’s version as well a de-
tailed break-up of funds lying
unused with each institution.
The Indian Express stands by its
report.
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Meerut: A 24-year-old
woman was strangulated, al-
legedly by her husband, after
her father could not meet the
dowry demands of her in-
laws. The incident took place
in Bijnor’s Shergarh village on
Tuesday night. The woman,
Monica, married Anchal
Kumar (26)last year. “The fa-
ther of the victim said in the
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NORTH
Woman killed over dowry

demand in Bijnor, three held

FIR that his daughter was
killed by her husband and in-
laws and that they were me-
ntally and physically torme-
nting her. The three persons
named in the FIR have been
detained. We are probing the
charges. The postmortem re-
port is awaited,” said Ashu-
tosh Kumar, in-charge of Afz-
algarh police station. ENS

An official from Kerala State Literacy Mission
felicitates Bhageerathi Amma in Kerala’s Kollam
district on Tuesday. The 105-year-old woman
appeared for the Class IV ‘equivalency exam’. P11

Kolkata: There was a shower
of crisp currency notes from
the sixth floor of a building in
Kolkata’s central business
district on Wednesday when
DRl officials were conducting
asearchina private office on
that floor. Bundles of Rs 2000,
Rs 500 and Rs 100 notes were
seen being pushed out of a
window with the help of a
broom. DRI sources said its

EAsST
Currency shower from Kolkata

officeas DRI conducts search

personnel had gone to the of-
fice of a private company en-
gaged in export-import ac-
tivities to conduct search for
alleged evasion of duty.
However, it cannot be defi-
nitely said there was a rela-
tion between the search op-
erations and the shower of
notes on the street, sources
said. Police said probe into
the incident is on. PTI

Aurangabad: The owner of a
small metal polishing unit at
Waluj Industrial area in
Aurangabad committed sui-
cide after he failed to pay
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), police said on
Wednesday. Vishnu Ram-
bhau Kalavane (53) hanged
himself at his home in
Pandharpur area on Tuesday,
an officer said. In a suicide

WEST
Businessman kills self over

failure topay GST: Police

note, Kalavane stated that the
failure to pay GST forced him
to take the extreme step, the
officer added. “The deceased
cited failure to pay GST and
his inability to get an exten-
sion to pay as reasons,” in-
spector Anil Gayakwad of
Waluj MIDC police station
said, adding that a case of
sudden death has been regis-
tered in this connection. PTI

Hyderabad: A 24-year-old
woman working as a junior
software developer at an IT
firm here hanged herself to
death, apparently because
she feared she will lose her
job, police said on
Wednesday. Her body was
found hanging from the ceil-
ing fan in her hostel room,
they said. A police officer said
she committed suicide on

SOUTH
Fearing job loss, woman

techie commits suicide

Tuesday night, apparently af-
ter the IT firm she was work-
ing at issued a notice to her
and some other employees,
informing them that it will
start job cuts from December.
The woman, hailing from
Mahabubnagar district of
Telangana, was working with
the company for the past
two-and-a-half years, the of-
ficer said. PTI

For political detainees in Srinagar:

‘Shredded matting, blocked windows™

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 20

ASINGLE bed, windows blocked
by plyboard sheets, shredded
matting on the floor and a single
rod heater subject to availability
of electricity — this is how polit-
ical detainees at Srinagar’s MLA
Hostel described the premises at
which they are now being held.

The hostel was declared a
sub-jail on November 13. On
Sunday, 34 political detainees,
who were in custody at Sher-e-
Kashmir Conference Centre
(SKICC)in Srinagar since the rev-
ocation of special status to
Jammu and Kashmir on August
5, were moved there in cars with
tinted windows.

They are being held in the old
part of the hostel, which is “di-
lapidated, unclean and has
barely any heating arrange-
ment” even as temperatures are
in single degrees, sources said.
The lawns of the hostel, too, have
been barricaded by tin sheets.

The new building of the hos-
telis being used to house corpo-
rators of the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation and panchs and
sarpanchs elected last year.

Sources told The Indian
Express that lack of proper heat-

Shehryar Khanum, daughter of former minister and PDP leader Naeem Akhtar, after
meeting him at the MLA Hostel in Srinagar on Wednesday. Shuaib Masoodi

ing, a bill of over Rs 3 crore for
keeping the detainees at SKICC,
and security concerns were the
key reasons for moving them out
after over 100 days.

“Adifferent hotel was recom-
mended first, but the police es-
tablishment raised security-re-
lated objections. So, the
prisoners were moved to the

MAN ALLEGES ABDUCTION OF 2 DAUGHTERS

HC notice to police, Nithyananda

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 20

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Wednesday issued notices to
senior police officers, self-styled
godman Nithyananda and the
chief coordinator of his ashram
in Ahmedabad in connection
with a habeas corpus petitionin
which aman has alleged that his
two daughters have been ab-
ducted and illegally confined by
the ashram authorities.

The petition states that the
48-year-old man enrolled his
four children with Nithyananda
Dhyanpeetham in Bengaluru in
2013, “expecting that the chil-
dren will have better and spiri-
tual upliftment”. But the chil-
dren were shifted to
Ahmedabad and he and his wife
were not allowed to meet them,
the plea alleges. Subsequently,

———— - —

Self-styled
godman
Nithyananda

the man filed a complaint on
November 1. “The local police
station in-charge then visited
the premises, handed over their
two minor kids to the petitioner
and his wife and said the peti-
tioner that other two major-aged
daughters don’t want to meet
and talk to them,” the petition
states, claiming that his daugh-
ters are still at the ashram in
Ahmedabad. The FIR was filed
on November 17.

The division bench headed
by Justice SR Brahmbhatt asked
the petitioner’s counsel, “Who
are you to ask for the girls’ cus-
tody?” The question came up as

CASE AGAINST AMU PROF, HUSBAND

SSP asks officer how FIR was lodged

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 20

ALIGARH SENIOR
Superintendent of Police Akash
Kulhary has asked the Station
Officer how an FIR was regis-
tered against an assistant profes-
sor of Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) and her husband on
charges of promoting enmity for
their Facebook posts.

The FIR was registered
against Huma Parveen, an assis-
tant professor in AMU, and her
husband Naeem Showkat, who
belongs to Baramulla in Kashmir,
at Gandhi Park police station in
Aligarh on Tuesday on a com-
plaint filed by Akhil Bharat

‘Non-payment’ of royalty: EOW
seeks papers from Yash Raj Films

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 20

THE ECONOMIC Offences Wing
(EOW) of Mumbai police has
sought documents related to
earnings of Yash Raj Films (YRF)
Private Limited from royalty for
the songs in their movies. This
comes after an FIR was lodged
on the basis of a complaint that
the company had not paid 50 per
cent royalty to singers, lyricists
and music composers who per-
formed in their films since 2012.
The police will be checking
documentation between the
production house, artistes asso-
ciated with their films and the
royalty collection body Indian
Performing Rights Society (IPRS)
to verify the allegations.
Asenior officer said, “We will

need to check records of the roy-
alty earned by YRF from these
songs and how much money
they paid as royalty.”

The officer said that as per the
amendment to the Copyright Act
in 2012, the production house
should have paid the artistes 50
per cent of the royalty they
earned every time a song was
used by a streaming deviceorata
function. “We will also be record-
ing statements of the artistes as-
sociated with them...” he said.

A senior member of IPRS
said they first wrote to YRF last
year, asking them to pay the roy-
alty due. “After we started writ-
ing to them, artistes were paid
small amounts. However, they
were not paid the 50 per cent
that they should have been
paid,” he alleged.

After negotiations between

ilp!plf".ﬂ-&). 5%, Com

YRF and IPRS did not lead to any
resolution, IPRS lodged a written
complaint with Amboli police
two months ago. Since the esti-
mated amount involved was Rs
100 crore as per the complaint, the
matter was transferred to EOW.
An officer said they will first
have to establish the royalty YRF
earned from these songs and the
amount paid to the artistes.
The police last week regis-
tered an FIR against YRF on the
charge of criminal breach of trust
along with relevant sections of
the Copyright Act. YRF did not
respond to the FIR till late on
Wednesday evening,.

EXPLAINED

WHAT IS IPRS?
PAGE 13

Hindu Mahasabha leader Ashok
Pandey. The complaint accused
the couple of uploading “several
objectionable posts” related to
Kashmir and mocking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The FIR was lodged under IPC
sections 153-A (promoting en-
mity between different groups
on grounds of religion, race, place
of birth, residence, language, etc.,
and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony) and
505 (2) (statements creating or
promoting enmity, hatred or ill-
will between classes).

“I have asked on what basis
the FIR was lodged... | have spo-
ken to the Station Officer and he
told me he had received a com-
plaint of around 22 pages of the

MLA Hostel. Additionally, since
SKICCis surrounded by water on
three sides, sabotage could not
be ruled out,” said a source, who
did not wish to be identified.
Another source claimed that
the detainees were “frisked re-
peatedly despite being moved
from one prison to another”.
Earlier, former Chief Minister

the two daughters have been
listed as adults in the petition.
The counsel contended that
ashram authorities have “ab-
ducted the petitioner’s children
from the place (ashram) and
shifted them to a private
place...and illegally confined
them there for more than 2
weeks...”.

The court thenissued a notice
to all the respondents, including
the DGP of Gujarat, SP, Ahmed-
abad Rural, and the in-charge of
the police station where the FIR
waslodged, Nithyananda and the
chief coordinator of the Ahmed-
abad ashram. The respondents
have been asked to reply to the
notice by November 26, when the
court will hear the matter next.

The petitioner has sought a
writ of habeas corpus, directing
the respondents to produce his
daughters and sought their
custody.

Facebook posts of the assistant
professor and her husband. I
have also asked the Circle
Officer on what basis the FIR
was lodged when it did not
come to me or any senior offi-
cer..” SSP Kulhary told The
Indian Express.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Huma Parveen, who has
been teaching in the university
since 2013, said, “The com-
plainant has most probably mis-
understood my posts. I have
never posted anything on social
media that may hurt the senti-
ments of any person or incite any
person or group. Most of my
posts are shared by me and not
written by me, but none of them
is hurtful to anyone.”

INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA

Mahadayi protests cast shadow on film
festival inauguration, Javadekar heckled

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, NOVEMBER 20

UNION Minister Prakash
Javadekar was on Wednesday
heckled by protesters during his
address at the inaugural session
of the 50th edition of the
International Film Festival of India
(IFFI) on Wednesday at the Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee indoor
stadium near Panaji.

Agitating against Javadekar-
led Ministry of Environment,
Forestand Climate Change giving
a go-ahead to Karnataka for the
Kalasa Banduri project, three pro-
testers shouted “Aamka Mhadhei
Aamka Zai (We want our
Mhadhei)” as the minister rose to
speak. Mhadei is used to refer to

Prakash Javadekar

the Mahadayiriver and the Kalasa
Banduri project aims to provide
drinking water to three north
Karnataka districts by diverting
water from the Mahadayi.
Protests were also held at the
screening venues of IFFI, with pa-
rty workers of Congress and Goa
Forward staging demonstrations.
The delegates who walked in to

Mehbooba Mufti was moved to
a government-owned bungalow
in central Srinagar from the
tourist hut at Chashme Shahi, on
November 16. Former Chief
minister Omar Abdullah contin-
ues to be held at Hari Niwas on
Gupkar Road and his father and
Srinagar MP Farooq Abdullah re-
mains detained in his house.

Farooq has been charged under
the Public Safety Act.

Shehryar Khanum, daughter
of Naeem Akhtar, the 67-year-
old senior PDP leader and for-
mer minister in the Mehbooba
Mufti government, told The
Indian Express that knowing the
conditions of the hostel, she
went to the venue to bring a
change of clothes, an electric
blanket and a flask to her father.

“Everyone knows the dilapi-
dated nature of these buildings.
No MLA has lived there in sev-
eral years and only some staff
used to be accommodated in
that space. The electricity is er-
ratic and we need at least the
bare minimum to deal with the
extreme cold Kashmir weather,”
Khanum said.

Kashmir witnessed early
snowfall this year and the
harshest period of the long win-
ter — the 40-day long “chillai
kalan” — is yet to begin.
Emphasising that there are
many detainees whose families
may not even know what is
needed for those held in the old
part of the hostel, she said:
“They would presume that at
least heating arrangement
would be made, given that the
establishment cited weather as
the reason to move them.”

After three months,
Pakistan partially
restores postal
exchange with India

DIVYAGOYAL
LUDHIANA,NOVEMBER 20

NEARLY THREE months after
Pakistan unilaterally stopped
postal exchange with India fol-
lowing the revocation of Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status, the
Director General of Pakistan Post
has issued orders to restore the
service, but only “to the extent of
letter mail and Express Mail
Service (EMS)documents”. India
Post, however, says it is yet to be
apprised of any such decision.

The development days after
India wrote to Universal Postal Un-
ion(UPU),aUN agency thatregu-
lates postal exchange across the
globe, apprising them of the “uni-
lateral” decision taken by Pakistan
“without serving any prior notice”
and “defying UPU norms”.

On August 23, the customs
and postal departments of
Pakistanissued ‘internal’ orders
stopping postal exchange with
India. It was the first time postal
mail exchange was stopped be-
tween the two neighbours.

On Wednesday, a senior offi-
cial from Pakistan postal depart-
ment told The Indian Express,
“The postal service with India
has beenrestored but only to the
extent to letter mail and Express
Mail Service exchange. Post of-
fices have been directed to start
bookings for India-bound letters
and documents.”

Confirming that the orders
had been received, Agleem
Hussain, chief postmaster, Rawa-
Ipindi post office, said, “We have
received the orders and book-

watch the opening film at the Inox
Multiplex complex in Panaji were
greeted with placards saying, “Go
Back Javadekar”. The protests
come at a time when prohibitory
orders under Section 144 of the
CrPCareinplacein Goainview of
the Supreme Court verdict in the
Ayodhya case.

An inter-state water disputes
tribunal has allotted 13.42 thou-
sand million cubic feet of water
(TMC)toKarnatakaand 1.33TMC
to Maharashtra. Both Karnataka
and Goa have contested the order
and the matter is now pendingin
apex court.

The three men whoraised slo-
gans were taken into custody.

BJPleaderstried to play down
the episode. “The leader among
the three is a Dubai-based man

EXPLAINED

Not business
as usual

PAKISTAN HAS restored
‘EMS services’ only for
documents and letters.
Before Pakistan stopped
postal exchange, both
countries were allowing
maximum of 30 kg of
shipments to be ex-
changed via EMS, as per
details on India Post web-
site. But now only docu-
ments will be allowed.

ings for India-bound letters and
documents are now open.”

Tanweer Qamar Moham-
mad, Deputy Director General
(DDG), International Relations
and Global Business, India Post,
told The Indian Express that
they were yet to receive any of-
ficial communication from
Pakistan in this regard and that
any further decision will be
taken only after directions
from Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).

“We haven’t received any of-
ficial communication from
Pakistan on restoring postal
services. Any further decision in
this regard will be taken after di-
rections and in consultation with
the MEA.”

who has just returned. He works
for the Congress and his brother
works for BJP. We are told that the
brothers have afeud. Thisis noth-
ing but a publicity stunt,” said a
senior BJP leader.

Chief Minister Pramod Saw-
ant said, “I could not hear them
clearly and could not understand
what they were trying to say...
Maybe they were raising personal
grievances.”

“Action will be taken against
them. They walked in with passes
and thendisturbed a public gath-
ering,” said IGP Jaspal Singh.

“Javadekar has betrayed Goa
and has caused great injustice to
its people by giving a nod to the
Kalasa-Banduri project illegally,”
state Congress president Girish
Chodankar told the media.
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Donald Trump

Trump admin
approves sale of
naval guns worth
$1 billion to India

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 20

THE TRUMP Administration has
notified to the US Congress its
determination to sell $1 billion
worth of naval guns to India for
use against warships, anti-air-
craft and shore bombardment,
in a move that would enhance
the capabilities of the Indian
Navy.

The proposed foreign mili-
tary sale of up to 13 MK-45
5inch/62 caliber (MOD 4) naval
guns and related equipmentis at
an estimated cost of $1.0210 bil-
lion, the Defense Security
Cooperation Agency said in its
notification to the Congress on
Tuesday.

To be manufactured by the
BAE Systems Land and
Armaments, the proposed sale
will improve India’s capability to
meet current and future threats
from enemy weapon systems,
the notification said.

“The MK-45 Gun System will
provide the capability to conduct
anti-surface warfare and anti-air
defence missions while enhanc-
ing interoperability with US and
other allied forces,” the
notification said.

India will use the enhanced
capability as a deterrent to re-
gional threats and to strengthen
itshomeland defence, it said. The
proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the ba-
sic military balance in the region,
it said.

According to the notification,
this notice of a potential sale is
required by law and does not
mean the sale has been
concluded.

With this, India has become
one of the few countries to which
the US decided to sell the latest
version (Mod 4)of its naval guns.

The other countries to have
bought MOD 4 naval guns so far
are Australia, Japan and South
Korea. The one given to Thailand
is an upgraded MOD 4 version.
The US has also determined to
sell these to a few other allies and
friends, including Britain and
Canada.

Pragya Thakur

Pragya Thakur
nominated to
Parliamentary
panel on defence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

BJP Lok Sabha member Pragya
Singh Thakur has been nomi-
nated to the Parliamentary
Consultative Committee of the
Ministry of Defence.

The Bhopal MP, whois an ac-
cused in the Malegaon blasts
case, defeated former chief
minister of Madhya Pradesh
and Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh in the Lok Sabha polls ear-
lier this year.

She was granted bail by the
Bombay High Court on health
grounds in April 2017 after
charges against her under the
Maharashtra  Control of
Organised Crime Act were
dropped by the National
Investigation Agency. She is cur-
rently under trial for multiple
charges under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

The 21-member parliamen-
tary consultative committee is
headed by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.
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1. Technical Su port Unit (TSU) to work with Project Co- ordination Cell (PCC) for
World Bank Anahra Pradesh Health Systems Stren themng Project. 2. Request for
Proposal for Selection of Service Provider for provi mF; mergency Response Ser-
vices (108) across A.P 3. Request for Proposal for Selection of Service Provider for
104 Mobile Medical Unit Services in A.P 4. Request for Proposal for Selection of
Agency to establish and operate Emergency Response Center (ERC) in A.P.

For detailed notification and further details please visit the website
http://msidc.ap.nic.in & www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in.

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tenders at any time without assigning any reasons.

| General public is hereby
informed that an unmidentified
dead body of male Age: 55
yvears, Complexion: Dark,
Height: 5'5", was wearing White
colour Shirt & Blue colour Fant,
was found dead on Footpath

— OFFICE OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER &
DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, GURUGRAM

Notice

LIST OF AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR SENDING
PEOPLE ABROAD IN HARYANA

Annexure-A List of Authorized agents for sending people
in abroad for the state of Haryana.

List of illegal agents/agencies for sending
people in abroad and action taken against
them in Haryana.

List of recruiting agents for the State of
Haryana uploaded from the website:
emigrate.gov.in of protector General of
Emigrants st f& fen 1&am =t WebSite:-
www.gurugram.gov.in = Upload %1

Issued on 18.11.2019 with my signature & Stamp of office.
Sd/-

Deputy Commissioner,
Gurugram

Annexure-B

Annexure-C

79267/HRY
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UJIJVIN LTD.
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.lhﬂullll AT SRR K Fix- 31 35270 150T
CHH Mo AR B NS 1 SGCA 1T RS ‘Wb | winvda ur.-.'.H-Iurd A iy L

Addendum-01 Date: 20-11-2019
e-Tender No, 11/SPH/20198-20
fdendum s heneby mmade |0 the aicr nhder as foliows;

In Sacian W, 8, echvecel spaafcalon”, uidsr gub hied F h?:nhnﬁ-dau:-!i:m

g O weork -

Inspection, Testing & replacemeetl installation of shal seal of unit 1,2 B ¥ a8

charda Power Howse Lohlahaad Khatima as per defads g iven balow:-

I wpaction of shaft seal thickness & its replecermenti Instalattion. (Shaft
wedd will be prorviciesd by LWNLY

iIl. Checiing guide baaring coupling $tuds bargua,

il Checiang he clearance betwoen shaf and s2al.

hv. Chpcuing alignmestandfatrass of seal,

¥, Checling torgue lightening of sealing ring,

Al ol (B and condiliona of B lender ahal remain onchanoed. The vaious

daies hafl b raad a5 bakow

For dowrigading tendor documenss and othor dotaits, Kindly visil epracureman

porial“hipe-uklenders gou Executive Enginear [Maintinance)

Sharda Powerhouse, UJVH Liméted

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS
E-Tendsr Haotics Mo © 33 of 207858 Oated 1511, 57858
ihmala

Coak (T}
01| DORM-AD: | Mew acres sl 3l cnloery e T
MT-201%20 | repairs up 4o Bs 5 lakbs o AL
SJONE Mo 18 of 200820000 s Fram Petan (eec] ) o Bridi el L wrdesr &S sneioer
Socton Brgineer | Works | Patan's Linit ADENMahasana's Jurisdclon.
oz DRM-AD- | Dl doufcing al Lrack| - e |
118301920 | maintanancs aclivilles o
bstremar Paipn-fhid) sscion undsr jursdeson of S Sscion Engnese (0 ay)-
Eatin (For bwd peprs]

RO Mo GB4UJVNL

E' p=Tendar Mo Heme ol work IIH-I.

o EMD )

70, 20000

248 BCOCD

ery| ORM-ADI- | Paioec g nowermem of Stabon | o em pg e i | 2 .
118201820 | huilding and  Passangne 250 G0 | 2 B0

St ak Al

| DRM-ADL |Reconditioning of CMS So T
130-2018-38 S4HTGLA AN 3 000 0

mrmsieg in Sl by FRE-E
Vrareda stk Fabgle ar S vwasliling lchrogy on Ehadpar-Pasn per sestion
w1 {5 i ek o Diovideoreal Erpprasar (hicris ) & hradasus]

5|  ORM-AD-

Kalgsam Fooad. Providing

181 | 31 {
128201929 | CPWTG ofcw In Sou of ard | 0 o | 1S540
BB g il
5| ORM-ADL. | Repar= do sanded desd end | s 47 768 84 ol K
122301820 | indar judiadiction all i

B, D nisdl E radian b S0 aEs O hemradd o . [RA3-Hrmeinady

For abouwe sl Bereders: Cloaing date & fine ol s-tender:  Clowry dats & lms Tor
l=raier b 150 Hes oo daes 1512 2000, Odfice Address: 5 Dosmond Engnes
(Coo i mabon | b abhaad, DRMOcer, B Chamcn dn Bndge. O pn Py Samds s
KMl MWasadse Rosd  Sedigera OBredelad- 302385 Wabsile sdidresa Toe
rip i1 BdEndar: weans e p i TED

Ling us 0% B3 fare book comiWestomBiy « Follow o on 2] tavther coss'\WosisrnRly

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking) E
{1’]--“ Regd. Office: Block No. 14/1 Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, ';._'."'
Sector-10, Gandhinagar. '
Ph: 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257696
E-TENDER NOTICE: 08/2019-20
Tenders are invited online for following items (through internet) on Annual Rate
Contract basis from reputed manufacturers (Only SSI Unit of Gujarat State).
Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender through e-tender
process. All tender documents can be downloaded free from website
http://gmscl.nprocure.com between 20/11/2019 to 10/12/2019 upto 15.55 Hrs.
Detail Tender Notice is available on website: https://gmscl.nprocure.com /
http://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in and this office notice board. Relaxation to be given
to Startup (Micro & Small Industries) as per Prevailing Purchase Policy of
Government of Gujarat State.

Sr.No. | Name of [tem
1 | Surgical Rubber Gloves with 151 Mark 4146-1989
(Non Sterile) - Reserved for only SSI unit of Gujarat State

2 | Disposable Surgical Rubber Gloves with ISI Mark 13422-1992
(Sterile) Reserved for only SSI Unit of Gujarat State.

Duration of Downloading Tender (Online):
20/11/2019 to 10/12/2019 upto 15.55 hrs.

Last date for submission (online) : 10/12/2019 upto 16.00 hrs.
Last date for Physical Submission on : 11/12/2019 upto 12.00 hrs.
Due date of opening of Technical Bid (online) : 12/12/2019 on 12.30 hrs.

INF/1567/19-20 MANAGING DIRECTOR

’
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Ip!pir'ﬁ. ‘m-:.es& Com

near Socorghat, Timarpur, Delhi.
In this regard a DD No. 10-A, dated 09.10.2019,

has been lodged at P.5. Timarpur, Delhi.
Any persan having any information or clue about

the deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned

on lhe following address or telephone nos,
SHO
P.5. Timarpur, Delhi

DP/B3A/N/MG Ph.: 011-23812734, 23814421

NDIAN N
An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of HRD., Govt. of India

Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune - 411 008 | www.iiserpune.ac.in

LN =i

NSER Pune iwites bids threwgh e-Procuremenl system of
Central Public Procwremeant {CPP) porlal Tor the fodlowing:
Setting up of Transmission Electron Microscopy facility at
HSER Puna.

Tender document will be pubbshad on hHps.Teprocure govind
eprocuralapp and hitg fesvwisenpune.ss. indinkedaendar-nabices-
and-soi

Acvt, Nao: ISERSEPDEI10 Dated 20011720149

Corector

Rly panel chief objects to ‘obscene’
Khushwant Singh book at stall

Bhopal: The chairman of a Railway
committee on Wednesday directed a

SC: Victim’s lawyer
can’t question
witnesses directly

book vendor at the city’s railway sta-
tion to stop selling Khushwant Singh’s
novel Women, Sex, Love and Lust, ask-
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v Teie ANDHAA PRADESH TECHNOLOGY SERVICES LTD
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NORTHERN RAILWAY
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

CPEW E-TENDER NOTICE
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Oated: 30,110,209, Y7368
BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUN I

FARLIARERT STREET, NEW DELHI - 11001

I Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions|
Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules)1993).
In the Matter of OA. 318/2019 DRT-III

CORPORATION BANK Vs SH. SAHIL DHAWAN & ORS.
Applicant Defendants

. To, D-3 M/S UNNATI FOTUNE HONDINGS LTD. (UNNATI FORTUNE), Through Its Director
Regd. Office At:- B-117, Sector-67, Noida, UP-201301.

I Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it has been
shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way.
Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance in this Tribunal
16.12.2019 At10.30A.M.

Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this Tribunal,
the case will be heard and decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 28th day of October 2019.

|5 By Order of the Tribuna
| Assistant Registrar, DRT-IIl, New Delh
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NORTH WESTERM RAILWAY

OFEN TENDER NOTICE
(Throwgh Manual Tendar)
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 ——————————————————————————————————————————————
.. SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY|
. Follow us on @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
v S.C.Railway can be seen on our
website: www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

e-procurement Tender
Notice No. 162
(Through e-procurement)

The following tenders have been floateg
through  e-procurement.  Supplierg
are requested to visit Indian Railway
Website www.ireps.gov.in in which the
tenders pertaining to Track Machines ol
this Railway are published and tende
documents are available. Tenderers arg
requested to submit their offers onling
through IREPS website only.

PUR/1370/19

1000 /— + 12 ufawg shgad g

| Seaed Saacaed with Pra-Qealifgation sysmiem duly sesirsizod on fa oreeng sl azma of work, ssleonog Mo, dae

§ DRG0

ing officials to ensure “such obscene
things” are not sold at book stalls at
Bhopal station. Ramesh Chandra Ratn
is chairman of Railways’ Passenger
Services Committee. PTI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

LAWYER ENGAGED by the victim in a criminal trial may
route questions he or she may have for witnesses through
the public prosecutor or the judge, but cannot ask such
questions to the witnesses directly, the Supreme Court
ruled on Wednesday.

Abench of Justices M M Shantanagoudar and Deepak
Gupta said this would ensure primacy of the public prose-
cutor inatrial and also avoid inconsistencies in the case ad-
vanced by the public prosecutor and the victim’s counsel.

“If the victim’s counsel feels a certain aspect has gone
unaddressed in the examination of witnesses or argu-
ments advanced by the public prosecutor, he may route
any questions or points through the public prosecutor
himself,” the bench said.

It said, “even if there is a situation where the public
prosecutor fails to highlight some issue of importance de-
spite it having been suggested by the victim’s counsel, the
victim’s counsel may still not be given the unbridled man-

("% Nigam Limited (PuvVVNL

" (A subsidiary of U
Power Corporation limited
Purvanchal Vidyut Bhavan

Vidyut Nagar, P.O. - D.L.W.
Varanasi -221004 Website:
http://www.etender.up. nic.i
Tender Date Extension Th
date of submission & opening o
e-tender no. EAV-29, 33

36/19-20 is hereby extended u
to 06.12.19 (15:00 PM)

07.12.19 (15:00 PM tle of making oral arguments or examining witnesses”,
: - as he or she “still has arecourse by channelling...questions

respectively. Further details cg or arguments through the judge..”

be seen at websit The bench upheld an order of Calcutta High Court,

which had agreed with a trial court’s decision to dismiss
an application filed by the wife of a man who was al-
legedly murdered. The woman had sought permission

www.etender.up.nic.in. Othe
'terms and conditions shal

remain same. Sd/- (Rajes for her counsel to cross-question witnesses after the pub-

Kumar) Superintendin lic prosecutor had examined them.

Engineer (MN-I) “SAVE Allowing a vi.ctim'_s counse‘l‘ to make oral arguments
and cross-examine witnesses “goes beyond mere assis-

ELECTRICITY IN THE

tiverole”, the bench ruled. It said “permitting such a free
hand would go against the scheme envisaged under
CrPC”, which accords primacy to the public prosecutorin
conducting a trial.
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TAMIL NADU HOUSING BOARD - CHENNAI I:II’IGI.E
433, Anna Salal, Mandansm, Chennal-X5 . Phone No S4d-23 207
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o] TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE EOARD
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DAPHY 343% (TERD ESL013

GUVERHMENT GF TAMILNADU

; DEPARTMENT OF HANDLOOMS AND TEXTILES
TENDER NOTICE FOR PROCESSING OF UNIFORM CLOTH

Sodled tenders in he progcobad foemed 3 ndliad @nly from B inierestad sligible parlios e
Frroies sl i of U fonm Cloeh unador Fras Suppdy ol Lind Foemm: Saoteiem Tor thd Aoad el Yoar 2020-2031 .

JENDER FOR PROCESSING OF UNIFORMCLOTH |

'5_!-._" | LA vy Shane P i Chsin®hy B Bl Srdimaieissd on Sah ik Fial
L i 5 5H
1 | Foaiycol Tril aardal o I
Tolal H4 50
£,mar 17 7H
2 | Pobyoot Comamont Lipmdnl Lis ¥7
Tl ar.50
3 |Falvcod Chockad Shirtirg | Chackai Shirmimng 201 83
| Tortal 01 83
| [ Grand Total 363 80 ;
FAAD [ Rs. 10 00 D0

Thie brnd er sched e can e B dosnicaded o fnee ol coss from
Sovanmrrsnl fedke wabisibe wees Seadai b gavin and Laed o
Dddrg (o) Fs G700 flnclusiea of 125 GET by DOUSETES 1o
O3 el TorrecHor Soh et ik by post

Coat of Tenoar Sobuls

Sala Poriod 21112019 be 23.12.2010 upla 10,30 am

L2 doie ad lime o |FI:|:4-:IFIE1..H I5.92.0010 upta 1100 am.

Uate and fime af cpening of iender | 23.12.3019 &t 12,00 Noan,

Eupply Pk 270 days

SI.No:1 Tender No. & Description:
TMC2019009 Hydraulic Squeezing
Closing cylinders for the use of Tracki
machines. Quantity: As per tender
schedule. Date of Tender Opening:
18.12.2019

Reeiivan oo gafirat o amiirs—sniis sSndesm

ermail id: procurement jwds @ gmail. comyads jharEgmailaom
Goverament af Tharkhard
Departrment of Waomen, Child Dewelopment ard Social Security
FHAREHAMD WOKEM DEVELOFRIENT SCCIETY
1" Flaos Englneess Rostel- |, Secor-il Bheoas, Ranch — B0
| Mo 8315 Date 20" Maowvamber, 2019
2" Extension Notice for submission of Eol Propasal
Reference: PR Mo, T1B651 & 221541

Hiring of Vocational Skills Training Sernmce Prowvider (VTSP) for

delivery of pob-oriented Yooational Skills Training [V5T) services to

Adclescent Girls and Young Waemen in Tharkhand under Tejaswini

Praject in 16 different sectors,

1. It i i reference ta the Beguests for Expressian of Intene st
\REals), dated &l " Octoher H010 vids PA Aeference ho. 218651,
aublished on (47 October, 2019  and further extension natice
dated 05" Wowvember, 2019 wvide PH Reference MNo. FPFISE1,
published on 06" Nowember, 2019 on vanous newspapers by
Iharkhaind Women Dewslopiment Socsly uider Departinenl ol
Women, Chad Develapment and Social Secunity, Government of
Iharkhand for Hinng of Vocational Skills Trainmg Senice Provider
\WT5P) far delreery of job-orented Vacational Skills Training {VST)
sernces 1o Adolescent Girls and Yeung Women in Iharkhand
under Tejaswinl Project In 16 different sectors,

F § The timeline to submit the proposal in reference 1o the
said AEols is being extended. The propasal, comglete in all
racpact, rmust now b suebemitbed &t the addredss specitied in (he
Afol, dated 01" October 2019, by 1600 hrs. (IST) on 05"
December, 2019,

3, Any proposal recetsed by IWDS after the designated

fime 2nd dake sha¥l not e consdered at all Edll'l‘

Senior Administrative Officer,

ILf«m.ll.rlrl-] Project
F'R 222058 EL-:I.. 'i".IL'{I'.:lr-:' Wiaman and Chikl Desaloprmenli 15 Eﬂ:ll}

SI.No:2 Tender No. & Description:
TMC2019010 Tamping arm small/big
pin assembly, Tool Tilting Cylinder Pin
Assemblies, etc., for the use of Track]
Machines. Quantity: As per the tender
schedule. Date of Tender Opening:
18.12.2019

SI.No:3 Tender No. & Description:
TMC2019013 Spacer Rings, PB|
Spacers, Set of Spacer Rings, Cover,
etc., for the use of Track Machines.
Quantity: As per the tender schedule.
Date of Tender Opening: 18.12.2019

Sl.No:4 Tender No. & Description':J
TMC2019016 Fly Wheels & Fly wheel
Guards of motor side & non- Motor
side, Oil Reservoir for the use of Track
Machines. Quantity: As per tendern
schedule. Date of Tender Opening:
20.12.2019

SI.No:5 Tender No. & Description:]
TMC2019022 Vibration Shaft Bearings|

F'r-:'IJ:-:I'IILuI.IrI'i 02.12.3019 ot 11.30 a.m

_Ehgibdirty of the Tondarer and nl:l'-er n:lnl:lrl:l-:m- are stipalated m mr Tandsr Sohaduln

:l:I'ITI.i"l:I Cua® or RTGS ramizanoo chalan from S8 Yam ComenBioe Tor FR5 2014 F'-Iu'ﬂtlli.
SWE bramgh, Hortn Liesan Acad. T Hager Chinna -1 T # Ehennal Alg, B, 3 DR A0S

Tra nder schedie can =0 be fosmioacsd al free of cosl from Gossrsmon] ferader wabslia
ey, Dol e B0 g o by girel urisel Cid g, Il fusind Ipndersrs f'a egoadied sl D 1o ncss
sthadelo duly fkud in seraraio Covers and e shousd o senl 0o eealed anva opa suparscribisg “Tandai
far Processing of Uniferm Gleth™ choukd bo pddressed 1o 2oimt EHresfar {Untferme |IMTemsder Inwtting
Butharily”, Ve the Dirgclor of Hendlooma and Tectiles, Foepiogor, [ F i Chisfhrs - 500 108
Comtact; Joint Direckor [Unitarms] Talephone | 0ed - 75331539
Miobilo ; 9443742935 gmail 10; fenderwing2i SEgmall.com

for the use of Track Machines.
Quantity: As per tender schedule. Date;
of Tender Opening: 20.12.2019

.No:6 Tender No. escription:
TMC2019024 Procurement of Hydraulic
Motors, Hydraulic Relief / Check Valves|
and Hydraulic Double / Triple Pumps,
etc. for the use of Track Machines.
Quantity: As per tender schedule. Date;
of Tender Opening: 20.12.2019

Dy. Chief Engineer/TM/HQ
Secunderabad

A1894

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,
please visit website at
wWww.ireps.gov.in
http://www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

GOVERBMENT OF TaMLNADOU

E@ DEPARTMENT OF
HANDLOOMS AND TEXTILES

TENDER NOTICE FOR PURCHASE OF POLYESTER STAPLE FIBRE
Sealed tenders under two cover system In the prescribed format
are invited from manufacturers or dealers for the Purchase of 1

Denier x 32 mm Polyester Staple fibre for Cooperative Spinning Mills
Under Free Supply of Uniforms to the School Children

Required | Earmost money Last date and | Date ang time |
Quantity deposit Sale period  |fime for recelpt| of opening
in MT in [Rs.] of Lender ol Tendar
21.11.2019 to | 28.11.2019 | 28.11.2019
1850 M.T. | Rs 3,00,000/- 93-?‘:}-%19 | upto at
upto 10.302.M 44 60 a.m | 12.00 Noon |

Ekigibility of the Tenderer and Other conditions are stipulated in the
Tander Schedule which can bé downloaded al free of cost from
Government lender website www.tenders.tn.gov.in or by post on
request with a Demand Draft Rs.5700/- in favour of "Tender
Commitiee for Modernisation of Cooperative Spinning Mills™
payable at Chennai City {inclusive of 12% G3T), Other details may be
obtained in the tender schedule,
Contact : Joint Director (Textiles)
Telephone | 044-25331538
email |ID : jointdirector.textiles@gmail.com

JOINT DIRECTOR (TEXTILES)/

CAPRCATETENDERIS

TENDER INVITING AUTHORITY |
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Dabholkar
murder: CBI
supplementary
chargesheet
against lawyer,
Sanatan aide

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE,NOVEMBER 20

THE CBI, which is probing the
murder of Dr Narendra
Dabholkar, filed a supplemen-
tary chargesheet on Wednesday
against two of the accused — ad-
vocate Sanjeev Punalekar and his
aide Vikram Bhave — who were
arrested in May for allegedly be-
ing part of the conspiracy to kill
the 67-year-old anti-superstition
activist in Pune.

Punalekar (53) was granted
bail in July while Bhave (34) is
still in judicial custody in
Yerawada central jail.

Punalekar is known to be an
office-bearer of a lawyers’ body
named Hindu Vidhidnya
Parishad. In its chargesheet, the
CBI has said that Punalekar is
also an active member of the
Sanatan Sanstha, a radical outfit
which all the other accused in
the case are a part of.

Bhave is alsoamember of the
Sanatan Sanstha and a convictin
the 2008 Thane bomb blasts
case. He was later granted bail in
the blasts case by the Bombay
High Court.

Besides allegedly being part
of the overall conspiracy to mur-
der Dabholkar, Punalekar has
been accused by the CBI of advis-
ing Sharad Kalaskar, one of the
two alleged shooters, on how to
dismantle the firearm used in
the murder. The CBI has claimed
that Bhave played a key role in
the conspiracy by helping in the
reconnaissance of the murder
site and other spots, and plan-
ning the escape route.

Supreme Court directs Kerala: HRD Ministry asks

Frame separate Sabarimala law lIMs toim

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

CONVEYING ITS displeasure to
the Kerala government for not
framing a law exclusively for the
management of the Sabarimala
hill shrine despite an undertak-
ing earlier, the Supreme Court
Wednesday directed the state to
come up with such a legislation
by the third week of January.

The direction comes six days
after a Constitution Bench, in a
3-2 decision, turned to a larger
bench, saying the September 28,
2018 judgment lifting age re-
strictions on the entry of women
into the hill shrine may impinge
on affairs of other religions too
and will require a more detailed
examination. Petitions seeking
review of the verdict have been
kept pending till a bench of
seven judges takes a call on the
matter.

On Wednesday,a bench of
Justices NV Ramana, R Subhash
Reddy and B R Gavai said the
State of Kerala had said in August
that it will make a new law “but
as on today, no further progress
has been made”. It asked the
state to take into consideration
the report of the Justice
Chandrasekhara Menon
Commission while framing the
law. The commission, which was
constituted in the aftermath of
the January 1999 stampede
which killed 52 pilgrims, had
mooted an independent admin-
istrative body for the hill shrine.

“Two-three months not suf-
ficient for you,” Justice Ramana
asked senior advocate Jaideep
Gupta who appeared for the
state government.

The bench said that an
amendment Bill — The

Daily restrained from
using Indian Express
Group founder’s name

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

IN AN interim order, the Bombay
High Court on Wednesday re-
strained publisher Prashant
Goenka and others from using
the name and image of Indian
Express Group founder Ramnath
Goenka in his newspaper Sajaga
Samachar Parivartan Ka.

Justice SCGupte alsodirected
the defendants (Prashant Goenka
and others) to not use Ramnath
Goenka’s name and image on
their websites and social media
platforms until further orders.

The court was hearing an in-
fringement suit filed by The Indian
Express P Ltd. It said Prashant
Goenka was claiming to be late
Ramnath Goenka’s grandson and
passing off his newspaper as part
of the Indian Express Group. The
group sought an order from the
courtrestraining Prashant Goenka
fromusing the name and image of
itsfounder in his Hindi newspaper,
whichis circulated in Bengaluru.

Justice Gupte, after hearing
briefarguments fromboth parties,
noted that the plaintiff (The Indian
Express P Ltd) has prima facie
made out a case for interim relief.
“The question before the court is
should the defendant be allowed

to trade with the name and image
of Ramnath Goenkain view of the
newspaper and to collect funds
and other concerns,” the court said.

“Prima facie, at this stage, it
seems the answer is negative. The
plaintiff has clearly made a case
for ad-interim injunction in suit
for perpetual injunction,” itadded.
The court directed the defendants
tofile affidavits responding to the
suitand posted the matter for final
hearing after four weeks.

Indian Express counsel Dinyar
Madon argued that Prashant
Goenka was seeking to ride on
the reputation of the Express
Group and its founder. He in-
formed the court that Prashant
Goenka had in fact organised
award ceremonies — Ramnath
Goenka Peace Awards and
Ramnath Goenka Journalism
Awards — on the same lines as
that of the Indian Express
Excellence in Journalism Awards.

Prashant Goenka’s advocates
contended that their client had
applied for the awards’ title and
hence, it did not amount to in-
fringement. According to Prashant
Goenka’s lawyers, their clientis a
grandson of Ramnath Goenka’s
brother. Justice Gupte said it is not
just a question of use of name by
relatives, but of the incorrect use
of Ramnath Goenka’s name.

ny
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Devotees stand in queue to offer prayers at Lord Ayyappa temple in Sabarimala, Tuesday. P11

Travancore-Cochin  Hindu
Religious Institutions
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 — had
been submitted to it which pro-
posed acommon law for admin-
istration of Sabarimala and other
temples currently falling under
the Travancore Devasom Board.
It said Sabarimala, where lakhs
of pilgrims visit every year, has
to be kept separate.

“You have proposed one ad-
ministration for thousand tem-
ples...It'sunmanageable,” Justice
Ramana told the state counsel.

Stating he did not know the
contours of the Bill, Gupta said
the state will follow the court’s
orders.

The bench pointed out that
there were already many work-
ing models like the one for ad-
ministration of Tirupati,

Guruvayur and Sidhi Vinayak,
and that Sabarimala too will
need something on those lines.

The bench also questioned
the state on the amendment Bill
proposing that one-third of the
members of the temple advisory
board will be women and won-
dered what would happen to it
if the larger bench, which will
lookinto issues suggested by the
Constitution Bench, takes a stand
different from what was decided
in 2018.

Guptareplied thatinsuchan
event, the proposed members
would be women above the age
of 50.

Justice Gavai also referred to
the 2018 judgment which had
lifted the age restrictions. The
state’s lawyers replied thatit was
a topic of discussion outside the

court too.

Gupta said that even in the
case related to the administra-
tion of the Padmanabhaswamy
temple, the state had said that it
will follow the model currently
in operation at Guruvayur.

Justice Reddy sought to know
if the proposed commissioner
was an IAS officer, and added
that a senior officer canbe putin
charge.

The bench was hearing a plea
by Revathi Nal P Ramavarma
Raja of the Pandalam royal fam-
ily, represented by senior advo-
cate K Radhakrishnan, seeking
constitution of a separate com-
mittee for the administration of
the temple. He first moved the
Kerala High Court and its order
was challenged in the Supreme
Court in 2011

Hired drivers steer TSRTC
buses, strike set to end soon

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 20

WHILE THE protesting Telangana
State Road Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) employees unions on
Wednesday indicated that they
are ready to end the nearly six-
week strike and resume duty, the
Telangana government, which
has called the strike “illegal”,
seems to have outfoxed them,
hiring drivers and conductors on
contract torunnearly 70 per cent
of the buses.

The JACis likely to call off the
strike soon.

The government, which has
threatened to privatise all TSRTC
bus routes unless the unions
called off the strike, has steadily
managed to increase the num-
ber of buses operating on differ-
ent routes across the state. On
Wednesday, the government op-
erated 6,199 buses out of the
9,900-strong fleet with drivers
and conductors recruited on
contract, and paid them a rea-
sonably high daily wage.

On Wednesday evening, fol-
lowing a meeting of TSRTC Joint
Action Committee (JAC), em-
ployees’ leaders said since the
Telangana High Court has asked
the Labour Commissioner to de-
cide whether to approach the

With buses off road, autorickshaws and minivans have
pitched in to take people across Hyderabad and outside. Express

labour court to ascertain legality
of the strike, they have decided
to urge the government to move
the labour court.

The JAC, headed by
Ashwathama Reddy, said TSRTC
employees are ready to resume
duty, provided the government
does not cause any trouble to the
employees and creates the right
environment for them to rejoin
work.

On Monday, adivision bench
of Telangana High Court headed
by Chief Justice RS Chauhan had
asked the Labour Commissioner
to decide whether to move the
labour court, and observed that
the HC cannot decide if the strike
isillegal but the labour court has
the power to do so.

On the move to hire private
hands to put state buses back on
road, TSRTC Chief Traffic Manager
Muni Shekhar said the govern-
ment, over the last two weeks,
has hired 4,380 new drivers and
as many conductors on contract.

“On Wednesday, we oper-
ated 6,199 buses. Of these, 1,819
are private buses on contract
with TSRTC,” Shekhar said.

He said the drivers on contract
are paid Rs 1,500 per day and the
conductors Rs 1,000. “In
Hyderabad, driversare paid 1,750
per day. Eighty-five per cent buses
are running in the districts while
in Hyderabad, we are able to run
60 per cent of the buses,” Shekhar
added. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

After cases, threats, interfaith couple finally reunited

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER 20

MORE THAN a year-and-a-half
after she married Ibrahim Arya
and drew the ire of her family,
community and right-wing or-
ganisations, 23-year-old Anjali
Jain on Wednesday left the
Chhattisgarh Women and Child
Development department’s

Govt considers generic scheduling of
drugs to curb abuse of synthetic drugs

stances which have been taken note of.
In ameeting of the apex government
body dealing with drug abuse on
November 19, officials decided on a host
of measures to curtail such abuse in the
country, according to Home Ministry
sources. The meeting was held under the
aegis of the Narco Coordination Centre,
led by Narcotics Control Bureau chief

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

TO DEAL with the problem of abuse of
synthetic drugs and ‘New Psychotropic
Substances’ (NPS), the government is
considering generic scheduling of drugs
to replace the practice of substance-by-

substance scheduling.

New psychoactive substances (NPS)
are a range of drugs designed to mimic
established illicit drugs such as cannabis,
cocaine, ecstasy and LSD. According to
the United Nations Office of Drugs and
Crime, there are close to 650 such sub-

Sakhi centre in Raipur to be re-
united with her husband.

Jain emerged from the Sakhi
centre around noon and left with
Ibrahim amid tight security. She
said she was still under threat
and appealed to her family to ac-
cept her decision.

According to Ibrahim and
Anjali, both from Dhamtari dis-
trictin Chhattisgarh, they married
secretly last year as they antici-

Rakesh Asthana.

ip!ptr'ﬁ. ‘m-:.es& Com

“The meeting considered out-of-the-
box solutions to address the NPS problem
by way of analogue/generic scheduling of
drugs, instead of substance-by-substance
scheduling. It was also decided to acceler-
ate the progress towards extracting opi-

pated opposition from their fam-
ilies. Ibrahim had said that he did
not want Anjali to change her re-
ligion and, therefore, he did so
and took the name Ibrahim Arya.

Months after their marriage,
Arya approached the High Court,
alleging that Jain’s parents were
keeping her hostage and giving
her medicines to claim she was
not mentally stable.

Jain’s family told the courts

ate alkaloids through the concentrate of
poppy straw to avoid the opium route,
whichis prone todiversion and abuse. The
threeillicit opium poppy cultivating states
of Rajasthan, MP and UP were asked to en-
sure the complete plough back of lanced
poppy straw after extraction of opium,” an
MHA statement said.

“Inparticular, the issues related tolarge-
scale heroin trafficking from neighbouring
countries, the diversion and abuse of phar-
maceutical preparations containing nar-
cotic drugs and psychotropic substances,
emergence of syntheticdrugs and NPS,and
issues related to poppy cultivation in the
country were discussed,” the MHA said.

that Ibrahim misled their daugh-
ter and that he had married ear-
lier too. After the matter reached
the Supreme Court, Anjali told
the court last year that she
wanted to go with her parents.
In February, she urged the DGP
to rescue her, saying that she
wanted to live with Ibrahim.
Since then, she has been at
the Sakhi centre. On November
17, the Chhattisgarh HC ordered

her release. On November 18,
Anjali was released briefly, but
taken back into the Sakhi centre
as police cited a condition in the
court order that she must be re-
leased after both Ibrahim and her
father Ashok Jain were informed.
Jain, police said, had switched his
phone off and was not at home.
Anjali then began a hunger strike,
demanding that she be allowed
to go with Ibrahim.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE HUMAN  Resource
Development (HRD) Ministry
ordered all Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) on
Wednesday to reserve faculty
positions for candidates from
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker
Sections in the general category.

Reservation in [IM appoint-
ments has been a contentious is-
sue for years. Currently, the 20
premier business schools do not
reserve 15 per cent of the teach-
ing posts for candidates from
Scheduled Castes, 7.5 per cent for
candidates from Scheduled
Tribes, 27 per cent for candidates
from Other Backward Classes
and 10 per cent for candidates
from Economically Weaker
Sections in the general category.

The institutes have been cit-
ing a letter of the Department of
Personnel and Training from the
1970s that states that scientific
and technical posts are exempt
from the reservation. [IMs claim
their teaching posts are techni-
cal and hence exempt. However,
the latest order issued on

SC,ST,0BC FACULTY IN IIMs

IIM AHMEDABAD 104 0 0 0
IIM BANGALORE 104 2 | 1 0
IIM CALCUTTA 86 0 0 0
IIM KOZHIKODE 22 2 | 1 0
IIMINDORE 104 0 0 0
IIM LUCKNOW 84 2 | 1 0
IIM SHILLONG 20 0 0 0

Wednesday clearly states that it
“supersedes” all previous “or-
ders/notifications/communica-
tion” sent by the HRD Ministry
in case of faculty reservation.

The latest order also states
that the IIIMs now have to prepare
reservation rosters and all future
recruitment of teachers will have
to be done as per the roster.

The government has, in the
past, advised the IIMs to adopt
reservation in faculty posts. But
never before has it issued a di-
rective in this regard.

While the IIMs, to date, were
not providing reservation, they
claimed to make positive discrim-
ination for candidates from so-
cially and backward sections. As
per data maintained by the HRD

plement
quotain faculty posts

Ministry, over 90 per cent of the
current faculty members across 20
[IMs are from the general category.

The ministry’s directive
comes in the wake of the parlia-
mentary committee on the wel-
fare of OBCs cornering the gov-
ernment over the continued
evasion of OBCreservationined-
ucational institutions, especially
the Kendriya Vidyalayas,
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
and the [IMs.

On Tuesday, the parliamen-
tary committee met officials
from the ministry and ques-
tioned them on the govern-
ment’s commitment to ensure
reservation for OBC students in
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas.

MU’s Kalina campus likely
to see commercial activities

NEERAJTIWARI
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

TO RAISE resources for the
much-touted revamp of
Mumbai University’s (MU)
Kalina campus in the suburbs,
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority
(MMRDA) is planning commer-
cial use of a portion of the land.
Spread over 243 acres, the
Kalina campus was originally
tagged as a no-development
zone, which had imposed re-
strictions on construction activ-
ities on campus. Last September,
in a bid to push the modernisa-
tion plan, then Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis had modified
the land-use pattern of the cam-
pus, reserving it for a university.
Mumbai’s new development
plan, which is now in force, per-
mits a high floor space index (FSI)
for institutional buildings. FSI is
a development tool that defines

On Chidambaram
plea, SCissues
notice to ED

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued notice to the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)on
a petition by former Union minis-
ter P Chidambaram challenging
the Delhi High Court order dis-
missing his bail plea in the INX
Media money laundering case.

A bench headed by Justice R
Banumathiissued the notice and
fixed November 26 to hear the
matter next.

In his petition, Chidambaram
stated that the HC order said that
he was neither a flight risk nor
was there any chance of him
tampering with evidence. He
said the only other co-accused to
be arrested in the money laun-
dering case, S Bhaskararaman,
has already been granted bail.

Chidambaram said hisED cus-
tody was over on October 30, af-
ter which he has been in judicial
custody and that he was never
questioned during this period.

ENS

the extent of construction per-
missible ona plot. Itis the ratio of
built-up-area to the plot area.
But the MMRDA, which was
in March appointed as the cam-
pus’ special planning authority,
has now proposed further dilu-
tion of the land-use. The state-
run agency has sought permis-
sion to allow mixed land-use,
including commercial activity.
Confirming this, Dilip
Kavathkar, joint project director of
MMRDA, said: “We have sent a
proposal to the state government
to allow for mixed land-use.”
Kavathkar said the agencyisinthe
process of formulating a master
plan for the multi-crore revamp.
According toinitial estimates,
the project, which would include
a new multi-storey academic
building, a sports complex, anin-
cubation centre, a cultural cen-
tre and world-class research fa-
cilities, will cost Rs 3,000 crore.
To foot the bill, monetisation of
a portion of the land through

commercial use has been pro-
posed, said senior officials. The
land is in close proximity to
Mumbai’s premier business dis-
trict — the Bandra Kurla
Complex.

The plan to modify the land-
use pattern is also reflected in
the agency’s document seeking
bidders for the formulation of
the master plan. In September,
when the MMRDA originally
floated bids for the master plan,
itlisted the permissible land use
as “educational and institu-
tional”. But last week, the agency
issued a corrigendum, revising
the qualification criterion, invit-
ing even those who have under-
taken mixed land use projects
(residential-cum-commercial-
cum-institutional) to prepare
the master plan.

When contacted, a senior
MU official said, “We have sub-
mitted our own requirements.
The MMRDA is now readying a
master plan.”
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Peick Hamsgrreerl, Szfqmr Direciarpg © EFC Bovices ric
Complrtes tender @aiumeant outlining 1he minimum reguinresesis can be
dowfigaded v e Bani's ofine porlal BEpes/ Seeuctinnact ent iget.nel FFom
L Movember, 2019 17.00 sevwwnds and b nodlce of said SFF 1 glsn svailshir o

B b DoNs s Wetdn e hBanicam

HFF e e o BATRPERE- R0 -0ore
Daiwg BO-1-2O0E

HSIIDC

Corrigendum

Requests for proposal (RFP) for Selection of
Independent Engineer for its Mining project
at village Khanak, Distt. Bhiwani

E-Tender ID 2019 HBC_ 105447 1 uploaded on the

Portal https://etenders.hry.nic.in on 19.09.2019. The
Proposal Due Date (PDD) is hereby extended from

18.11.2019 to 26.11.2019.

For any clarification, intending bidders may contact
Sh. Rohit Hurria, HOD (Mine) HSIIDC, Panchkula-
0172-2590313, 9888666520, Email ID: rohithurriahsi-

idc19@gmail.com.

&

79273/HRY

Haryana State Industrial and

Infrastructure Dev. Corpn. Ltd.

Regd. Office: C-13 & 14, Sector-6, Panchkula. Ph.: 0172-2590481-83
Fax: 2590474, Website: www.hsiidc.org.in, E-mail: info@hsiidc.org.in ,

CIN: U29199HR1967SGC034545

TS TAETT FATELT YaUe HEUW

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PLANT HERLTH MANAGEMENT

Degaetme st of Apricallne, Cacperalion ard Farmeers Wellaie, Migisr al Ryrculians ind
Faimars Welfaie, Gesemeieal of ledii

Onling GCourse in Rodent and Household Pest Managemenl
(MOOCs Platform)

The treeg monthe massve open onling course 10 create 2 pool of pest conlrol
professaiaats with capacdy to manage pest conlrel operations eficently and 1o help
them o haee Bbest knovwhedge and undarsianding of bofody, sealihcaticn halats and
ranagensen of rodents and household nsecl pests,

Eligibility: A pass in Higher Sacondary or Prus 2 of diploma w any feld with stence
biackgrownd, The cardidales (hoss wha am Yorking i sy pest conbml ompasny and
compieted Higher Secondary or Plus 2 ordolormain non-scence background &an aso 2oply
Importasi Date: Last cate formecesting orfne apolcabons is 15° January, 2020,

For further detalls, please lag on fo hitps:/fwww.niphm, gev.in Gontacl No:
+9908470707, 9100207342, Email: sdrpmnighm-apEnic. in, asoupmalphm-apEnie.in

&/~ REGISTRAR

| HSHDC

HSIDE
PUBLIC NOTICE

LIser IDs/Passwords for availing the
Oniling services through portal of the Corporation

The web porial of HSIDC www hslidcesewa.ong.in
offers facility 1o avad all kinds of services and remitiance of
paymint by the Alloltess of Indusinal, Residential, Group
Housing, Institutional, Commarcial and Indusinal workar
housing plots in on-line mode. The Allottees who have still
not taken User IDPassward for avalling the senvices through
the portal, can ablain the samae by submilling an onkne
request through the "Generate User name and Password”
link available on the homa page of the portal
wiww helidcesewa. org.in For further help'guery
Alloitaas may conlact concafned Field Office of \ha
| Comparation.
HARYANA STATE INDUSTRIAL & INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

Regd. Office: C-13 & 14, Seckoe, Panchida, Ph. 0172250044183

Fax 2250074, Wabsile: wwer heicc org ds, E-mail: infolf hsade. omun,

CMN: LS 18eHR ST o004 545

-

4 5
il i
i i

|—Iﬂ‘—

H§TE




CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,NOVEMBER 21,2019

Itis general information that |
Shalini Gautami D/o Rajesh
Kumar R/0 75-B/B, Gali No-11,
Prem Nagar, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, Delhi-110086 inform
that name of my has been
wrongly written as Pravinain
my LIC N0.122394691.The actual
name of mine is Shalini
Gautami respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

0040521175-5

LNO9098254-Y RankAHAvV
Sanjeev Kumar S/0- Bishan
Dass R/O-Tandyari,Tehsil-
HiraNagar, District-Kathua.In
my service records name of my
daughter has been wrongly
mentioned as Mahak Sharma
instead of Mehak Sharma. It
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020396796-1

IJarnaliRanjitSingh S/0 Ranjit
Singh R/0:D-70,Pandav
Nagar,Delhi-92 have changed
my name to Jarnail Singh for all
future purposes. 0040520980-1

y anna,wW/0-vVino
Khanna had.lost my Share-
Certificate of,B-28,Soochna-
C.G.H.S Ltd.,vasundhra-
Enclave,Delhi-96,EP-180,Dr:-04.
11.2012.1f find kindly,Contact:-
9818788771 0040521181-2

LAShutosh Mangal,5/0 Ssubhash
Vishwanath Mangal,R/0 C-
195,Sec-44,Noida-201301,
U.P.,have changed my name
from Ashutosh to Ashutosh
Mangal for all future purposes.

0040521157-1

I, hitherto known as Rakesh~
Kumar Pathak alias Rakesh
Kumar s/o Ram Nayan Pathak
R/0-25/5,Basantar-Lines,
Sadar-Bazar, Delhi-Cantt,
Delhi-110010, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Rakesh Kumar
Pathak. 0040521184-4

I, Vikas Narang S/0 Ashan
Narang R/0 B-6/16, Mianwali
Nagar, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110087, have changed my
name to Vikram Narang.

0040521190-1

I, Varinder Kumar S/o Madan Lal
R/0-S-47,Gali.No.2, Block-S,
Vishwas-Park, Uttam-Nagar,
Dwarka, Delhi-110059. Have
changed my name to Varinder.

0040521184-7

I, UshamaR/o C-Il /35, Raju Park,
Khanpur, N Delhi-62 inform
that my father’'snameis
wrongly mentioned in my
passportand mark sheet as
Mustkim Khan. Mohammad
Mustageem Khan and Mustkim
Khan are one & same person.

0040521133-3

I, Tiwari Kalpesh Jaiprakash R/o
LaResidentia, T12-1602,
Greater Noida, U.P 201306 have
changed my name to Kalpesh
Tiwari. 0070684455-1

I, Surender Chawla S/O Ram
Chand Chawla H.No.44 Road
No.52 West PunjabiBagh
N.Delhi-110026 Changed My
Name To Surinder Kumar
Chawla. 0040521175-4

I, SheraS/o Kishen Bhadur R/0
B-431 Qutub Vihar Phase-II
Goela Khurd Delhi-110071
changed my name to Shera
Rana. 0040521211-3

I, Shivam Roda S/0 Sushil Roda
bornon 04/10/1997 residing at
C-108, Sushant Lok-1, have
changed my name to ShivamR
Roda vide affidavit dated
30/09/2019 at Gurugram

0050158816-1

I, Seema Kumari W/o-Hawaldar
Servesh Kumar R/o.Village-
Banamau, Post-Simriya, Tehsil-
Sawajpur Distt-Hardoi U.P-
241402, have changed my name
to SeemaDevi.,for all future
purposes. 0040521211-1

I, Roopali Gupta D/o Raj Kumar
GuptaR/0 23/9 Shakti Nagar
Delhi-110007 have changed my
name to Rupali Gupta

0040521125-1

I, Ranjit Singh S/o Late Sh. Amar
Singh R/0 A-71, Shyam Kunj,
GaliNo.6, Goyla Khurd, New
Delhi-110071 have changed my
name from Ranjeet Singh Negi
To Ranjit Singh Forever.

0040521163-3

I, Rani W/0 Pradeep Kumar
H.No-A-2/29, Sector-4, Rohini
Avantika North Delhi-1100 85,
Have Changed My Name To
Rani Kaushik. 0040521211-2

I, Raj Bhatla W/o-Late Sh.Sunder
Lal Bhatla, R/0-CA-16-D, DDA-
Flats, Munirka, New-Delhi-
110067, have changed my name
to Raj Kumari Bhatla.

0040521211-5

I, Puspavati w/o Rakesh Kumar
Pathak R/0-25/5, Basantar-
Lines, Sadar. Bazar, Delhi-
Cantt, Delhi-110010, have
changed my name to
Pushpavati Pathak
Permanently. 0040521184-5

I, Prmod Kumar S/o Dev Dutt
Bakshi R/0-H.No.D-128, Road-
06, Street-10A, Shyam-Vihar-I,
Najafgarh, N.Delhi-110043,
have changed my name to
Prmod Kumar Bakshi.

0040521175-2

I, Pradeep Kumar Aggarwal S/o-
Jagdish Prasad R/0-D-202,
Block-D, Phase-1, Vivek-Vihar,
Delhi-110095. Have changed my
name to Pradeep Agrawal
permanently. 0040521184-8

I, Poonam w/0 Ashan Narang
R/0B-6/16,Mianwali Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-
110087, have changed my name
to Poonam Narang.

0040521190-2

I, Priva Aggarwal W/o Gaurav
Kumar Garg R/o Flat No.A1-105,
Saya Zenith, Ahinsha Khand-2,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad (U.P.)
have changed my name to
Priya Gaurav Garg for all future
purposes. 0040521169-1

PantR/0 E-18/272, Sector-3,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my daughter’s name
from Chaitra Pant to Riddhima
Pant, her DOB 02.04.2003.

0040521124-1

I, Nitish Rajpoot’S/o Mangal
Rajput R/0-A-53 Priyadarshini
Vihar, Laxmi Nagar Delhi-
110092, have changed my name
to Nitish Rajput for all
purposes. 0040521173-2

I, Nirmal' Kumar'S/o Greesh
ChandraKatiyar R/0-S-31A/1S-
Block DLF-City, Phase-3
Nathupura Gurgaon Haryana-
122002, have changed my name
to Nirmal Katiyar.

0040521211-6

I, Nikunjkumar Parsottam
Kacha S/o-Kacha Parsottam
Thakarshi R/0:175 TF,J-Block,
Vikaspuri, New Delhi-18. Have
Changed My Name to Nikunj
Parashottambhai Kacha.

0040521184-1

L Muqsin Saeed Ahamed
Mohammed Ali, S/o Sayeed
Ahmed, R/0 D-19A, First Floor,
Shaheen Bagh, Abul Fazal
Enclave Part-1l, Okhla, New
Delhi-110025 have changed my
name to Muqsin Sayeed Mohd
Ali. Also inform that my father
name wrongly writteninmy
Passport No.ES8034425 as
Sayeed Ahmed Mohammed,
but his correct name is Sayeed
Ahmed. 0040521111-1

I, Mohammad Aakil Khan R/o C-
I1 /35, Raju Park, Khanpur, N
Delhi-62 inform that my name
is wrongly mentioned in my
passportand mark sheet as
Aakil Khan. Mohammad Aakil
Khan and Aakil Khan are one &
same person. 0040521133-1

I, Mohammad Aakil Khan R/o0 C-
I1 /35, Raju Park, Khanpur, N
Delhi-62 inform that my
father’'s nameis wrongly
mentioned in my passport and
mark sheet as Mustkim Khan.
Mohammad Mustageem Khan
and Mustkim Khan are one &
same person. 0040521133-2

I, Mayank Khanna S/o Sanjay
Khanna R/0-9/1065, Patel Gali
No.1 Subhash-Road Gandhi-
Nagar Delhi-31 have changed
my name to Mayyank Sanjay
Khanna for all purposes.

0040521175-9

I, Manju Yadav D/o Krishan W/0
Pradeep Yadav R/0-WZ-632,
Madipur-Village, N.Delhi-
110063 inform that Manju D/o
Krishan and Manju Yadav D/o
Kishan Yadav are mentioned as
my name in different
Certificate which are the
names of one and same
person. 0040521175-3

I, Mala Alley Subba W/0O
Sh.K.K.Subba R/0-3046, Sector-
B4, Vasantkunj, New Delhi-
110070.,have Changed My
Name From Mala Alley Subba
To Mala Subba, For All Future
Purposes. 0040521190-6

I, Lata W/0 Sarbesh Kumar R/o-
G-223A, Sector-22,Noida,
Gautam BudhNagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my name to Pinki. 0040521211-4

I, Jitender Goel S/o0 Sh.Ram
Avtar Goel R/0-E-4, 2nd-Floor
Sushila-Road, Adarsh-Nagar
Delhi-110033, has been
changed my name Now
Jitender Kumar Goel.,for all
purposes. 0040521211-7

I, Jasmeet Kaur W/o Sukhbir
Singh R/0.A-87, J.J.colony
chaukhandi, Tilak-Nagar, New-
Delhi-110018, have changed my
name to Kulvinder Kaur.,for all
purposes. 0040521184-6

I, Jagjeet Kaur Bhambra W/o
Gurdev Singh R/0:-51,
Rameshwar-Nagar, Azadpur,
Delhi-33.Have Changed My
Name to Jagjeet Kaur for all
Purposes. 0040521175-1

I, Hitherto known as Ramijit Son
of ShriJog Raj Residing at VPO
Kitna,Tehsil Garhshankar,
Hoshiarpur Punjab-144531,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Ramjit Singh. 0040521173-1

I, Farheen R/0 C-I1 /35, Raju Park,
Khanpur, N Delhi-62 inform
that my father’'s nameis
wrongly mentioned in my
passport and mark sheet as
Mustkim Khan. Mohammad
Mustageem Khan and Mustkim
Khan are one & same person.

0040521133-4

I, Brij Kishor Singh S/0 Shri Baij
Nath Singh, R/0 377, Sector-6,
R.K.Puram, Delhi-110022 inform
that all the names Brij Kishore
Singh, Brij Kishor and Brij Kishor
Singh are of same personand |
will be known as BrijKishore
singh for all purposes.
0040521149-10

I, Deepak Tomar S/o0 Sh. Munshi
Singh R/092, Patwar Ghar Near
Chopal Ghar, East Babarpur,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032 have
changed my name from
Deepak To Deepak Tomar
Forever. 0040521163-2

I, Bhupinder Singh, S/o Pyara
Singh,R/011/118, Dakshinpuri,
New Delhi-110062, inform that
my date of birth wrongly
written in my Aadhar Card,
Voter ID, Passportas
07/06/1966, Pan Card as
01/01/1966. But my correct
date of birth is 07/06/1958.

0040521123-1
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I, Bitto Rastogi S/o Nand Kishor
Rastogi R/0-X/561 Jai Mata
Gali, RaghubarpuraNo.1,
Gandhi Nagar Delhi-110031,
have changed my nameto
Bittoo Rastogi for all purposes.

0040521173-3

I, BhupinderSinghmMentasS/o—
Ranjit Singh R/0O E-65b,
Mansarover Garden, New
Delhi, 110015. Have Changed
My Name From Bhupinder
Singh To Bhupinder Singh
Mehta In Future For All
Purposes. 0040521211-9

I,BhupendraS/o Narender
Makhija R/0- 35/1166, DDA-
Flats, Madangir, Ambedkar
Nagar, New Delhi-110062,
changed My Name To
Bhupender. 0040521190-5

I,Bhavna Parashar D/o Navneet
SharmaR/0-B-1/130 G1,DLF
Dilshad Ext-1l,Shahibabad,
Ghaziabad-121005, have
changed my name to Bhavna.

0040521183-1

I, Bharti ROy W/O Surojit Roy,
Plot No 42 SF5, Shakti khand 2,
Indirapuram, ghaziabad,
201014 have changed my name
to SeemaRoy. 0070684451-1

I,BhagwanDassChopraS/o
Boota Ram R/0-202 Gopal Park,
Krishna Nagar Delhi-110051,
inform that name of mine and
my father hasbeen wrongly
written as Bhagwan Das and
Buta Ramin my Passport. The
actual name of mine and my
father are Bhagwan Dass
Chopra and Boota Ram which
may be amended accordingly.

0040521173-4

ILAshishRawatS/oRakesh
Rawat R/o Pocket-7, Plot no-14,
Ground Floor, Sector-22,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Ashish
Singh Rawat. 0040521184-2

I, Ashan Kumar s/o Hans Raj
Narang R/0 B-6/16, Mianwali
Nagar, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110087, have changed my
name to Ashan Narang.

0040521190-3

I, Arushi D/o Viney Krishan
Uppal R/0-2/20, First-Floor,
Malviya-Nagar, New Delhi-
110017, have changed my name
to ArushiUppal. 0040521184-10

I, Anup Kumar S/o0 Khem Raj
SharmaR/o-Flat No. 107-A,
Management-Apartments,
Plot.No.17,Sector-5, Dwarka,
Delhi-110075.changed my
name to Anup Sharma.

0040521184-9

I, Anshuman Dhawan S/o-
Harish Dhawan R/0-H.No.155,
Upper-Ground-Floor, Kapil-
Vihar, Pitampura Delhi-110034,
have Changed my minor Son
name from Deevyam Dhawan
to Divyam Dhawan.,for all
purposes. 0040521211-8

I, Amrik Singh Nijjar S/O Swarn
Singh R/O F-7/20, Sector-15,
Rohini, Delhi Changed Name to
Amrik Singh. 0040521184-3

I, Abhishek Gupta S/o0 Raj Kumar
Gupta R/0752/22,GaliNo.-1,
Gandhi Nagar, Gurugram,
Haryana-122001, have changed
my name to ABHISHEK.

0040521129-1

I, ABNEET D/o IQBAL MOHUMAD
R/o Village: Alamgir, Ludhiana,
Punjab-141116, have changed
my name to AVNEET KAUR.

0040521127-1

I hitherto known as Yasmeen
W/o Zia Ul Haq R/0 H.N0.-1048,
Street No-34, Jafrabad, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Nasreen Zia. 0040521175-10

I hitherto known as KRISHAN
KUMAR alias KRISHAN KUMAR
GUPTA S/0O SH. OM PRAKASH
GUPTA residing at R/0 J-1B,
Ganga Ram Vatika, New Delhi
110018, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as KRISHAN KUMAR
GUPTA. ltis certified thatl
have complied with other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0040521112-1

IVarsha W/o Sh.Jitender Gureja
R/o Flat No.D-1003, Heritage
Max, Sector, Sector-102,
Guragaon Dwarka Expressway,
Gurgaon, Haryana have
changed my name to Monika
Gurejaforall purposes.

0040521113-2

IRuhi Bhatia W/0 Kishan Bhatia
R/0-172C,BC-Block
ShalimarBagh, Delhi-110088,
have changed my name from
Harsha Bhatia to Ruhi Bhatia
for future purposes.

0040521175-8

I Priti Gupta W/0 Sh.Rajiv Kumar
D/o Sh.S.P. Govil R/0 AO-77,Kala
Kunj, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi
have changed my name to Preti
Gupta for all purposes.

0040521113-3

IPoonam Aggarwal D/O Rewa
Chand R/0O-E-187 1st-Floor
Amar Colony Lajpat Nagar-4
New Delhi-110024 Have
Changed My Name To Poonam.

0040521190-7

I, Jyoti, D/o Vinod Kumar Verma,
R/0 GG-1/133-AVikas Puri,
Delhi-110018, have changed my
name to Jyoti Verma.

0040521131-1

I Km. Deepa Rani Khanna W/0O
Lalit ChopraR/0 12/161, Geeta
Colony, Delhi-110031, changed
My Name To Mansi Chopra.

0040521190-4

I Joginder Kumar S/o0 Sh.Mool
Chand R/o T-180, Punjabi Basti,
Subzi Mandi, Delhi-110007 have
changed my name to Joginder
forall purposes. 0040521113-1

lJitendar Singh, R/0. SRB-20B,
ShipraRivera, Gyan Khand-3,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014 Have Changed
My Name To Jitendra Singh As
Per Document.

0070684417-1

IDamini, R/0 1411, Tower |, 14th
floor Galaxy North Avenue-2,
Gaur City 2, Chipyana, Khurd
Urf Tigri, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201009
have changed my name to
Damini Mittal as per document.

0070684416-1

T, Godambari Devi W/0 Sh. Raje
Singh Chauhan R/o M-17,
Sector-12, Gautam Budh Nagar,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201301
have changed my name from
Gangotri Devi to Godambari
Devi Forever. 0040521163-1

[tisnotifiedfor theinformation
that my Original Qualifying
passing Certificate of Senior
Secondary Examination of year
2001 and Roll N0:6221687
issued by CBSE has been
actually lost. My name is Varun
Monga, Address:- B1/604,
Varun Apt sec-9, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, Ph: 9999996463.

0040521181-4

T, GOGEEDEVTspouse of ShriOM
SINGH JAKHAR resident of VPO
Narwa Teh. and Distt. Jodhpur
(Raj) 342306, have changed my
name from GOGEE DEVI to GOGI
DEVIvide affidavit dated
06/10/20109. 0040521122-1

#, & el g s TR, g
e, AfeAre, ©el, ToRM-387001
T U AW SEerR SN
TR S 9 foan 71 wloss
# T TR B A %
T H &S S

— L[OST&FOUND

I, Pardeep komar have lost my
original passing certificate and
migration certificate of 10th
year 2009 Rollno 6341279 C.
B.S.E. Board. If found please
contact 9990216324.

0040521167-1

I, Anju Jetwani W/o J.K.Jetwani.
Have Lost Original Possession
Letter Of Property No.Plot.No-
69, Block A-4, Sector-16, Rohini,
Delhi-85, Finder Contact:-
9312267045. 0040521190-10

Itis notitied for the
information,that!lost my
Original Property Document of
M177 Vikas Puri,New Delhi-
110018,which was reported by
my daughter wide-
LR1836885/2019 dated:04-Nov-
2019.Name:0O P Chopra S/o
Roshan Lal Chopra,if
found,please contact at-
9810774482 0040521181-1

Lostoriginal Possession Letter
and NOC for Electricity and
Water issued by DDA for MIG
Flat No. 126-A, Rajouri Garden,
New Delhi-110027, belonging to
V.N. Kapoor S/o R.N.Kapoor. FIR
lodged vide LR
No0.1900265/2019 dated:18-11-
2019. Founder inform
at:9910890154. 0040521117-1

I, NEHA have lost my original
passing certificate and
migration certificate of 10th
year 2009-2011 Roll no 8644402
C.B.S.E. Board.if found please
contact 9990216324.

0040521167-3

I, Pardeep komar have lostlost
my original passing certificate
and migration certificate of
12th year 2011 Roll n0 9636685
C.B.S.E.Board. if found please
contact9990216324.

0040521167-2

I have lost my educational and
professional original
certificates & Mark Sheets of
Higher Secondary, pre-Medical
& MBBS. If found contact: Dr.
Inder Nath Bajaj at 12/409,
Sunder Vihar, Outer Ring Road,
New Delhi-110087, Contact No.
9350130294. 0040521118-1
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PUBLIC NOTICE

General public at large is hereby informed
through this notice that my clients Sh. Pran
Nath Sharma S/O - Late Sh. K.C. Sharmaj
and wife Smt. Prem Lata Sharma W/O- Sh
Pran Nath Sharma both R/O- H. No. E
109-A, Nawada Housing Complex, Dwarki
Mor, New Delhi- 110059 has debarred thei
youngest son Arvind Sharma and his wife
Smt. Isha Sharma and their children from
all their movable and immovable]
properties since they are not in the contro
of my clients as well as not faithful to m:
clients. Persons dealing with them shall b
responsible themselves for al
consequences arising there from.

Sd/

ANKUR CHAUDHARY (Advocate
Ch. No. V-34, Near SBI, Tis Hazar
Courts, Delhi- 51

— PUBLIC NOTICE |

Be it known to the general public at large on
behalf of my clients Shri Bharat Bhushan
Kanodia S/o Late Sh. O.P. Kanodia and Smt
Meena Kanodia w/o Shri Bharat Bhushan
Kanodia both R/o H.No. 100, Upper Ground
Floor, Dayanand Vihar, Delhi that m
aforesaid clients have disowned and
disinherited their son Shri Nikhil Kanodia and
Daughter-in-law Smt. Nitika Sindhu and Grand
Daughter Baby Samaira Kanodia from their a!
moveable and immovable properties. In cas
anybody deal with them, he/she/they shall dg
the same at his/her/their own risks, costs and
consequences and my above named
clients shall not be responsible fo
the same in any manner whatsover.
NIKHIL KUMAR VAT
(Advocate

(M) 971165941

[ PUBLIC NOTICE |

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED TO PUBLIC IN LARGE
THAT MY CLIENT ANJU GHAI D/O LATE SH. RAJ
KUMAR MALHOTRA R/O A-5/105, FOURTH
FLOOR, SECTOR-25, ROHINI, DELHI, HAS LOST]
ALL ORIGINAL PROPERTY DOCUMENTS
INCLUDING ALL DDA PAPERS AND TITLE DEEDS
IN THE NAME OF SH. RAJ KUMAR MALHOTRA IN|
RESPECT OF PROPERTY NO. 385-386, BLOCK|
AND POCKET - D-16, SECTOR - 7, ROHINI, DELHI,
WHICH HAS BEEN LOST/ MISPLACED/STOLEN
AND IS NOT TRACEABLE AFTER HER BEST]
EFFORTS & MY CLIENT HAS LODGED A FIR/NCR!
VIDE LR NO. 1910720/2019 DATED 19.11.2019,
WITH POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI,
IF ANY BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENT,
PLEASE INFORM HER AT THE ABOVESAID|
ADDRESS OR PH. NO.: 7838112553/9811488073.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY AND/OR ANYONE
FIND THE SAID DOCUMENTS, HE/SHE/THEY]
SHOULD FILE AN FIR & GIVE INTIMATION TO
MY CLIENT AT THE ABOVE SAID ADDRESS.
Sd/-|
RENU BALA (Advocate)
Enrol No. D-4533/2014|

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that
my clientess Smt. Jasbir Kaur W/o Sh.
Gurcharan Singh R/o 3B/64, Vishnu
Garden, New Delhi-110018 do hereby
disown and debar her son namely “Jung
Singh” from all her movable and
immovable properties with immediate
effect because he is out of control of my
clientess.

Anybody dealing with him shall be doing
so at hisfher own risk, cost and
responsibility, my clientess will not be
held responsible for any of his act and
deedsinfuture.

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, ADVOCATE

SR-I1,B.Coumpus, Janakpuri, N.Delhi-58
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This is for information that Qty 2100
Share Certificate of MSTC Limited
held by late father Birendra Singh R/o
B1-638, Janakpuri , New Delhi-
110018, Under folio No.-017 have
been lost and claimant’s Son
Upendra Singh has applied for
duplicate Share Cerlificate, any
person having information regarding
such shares should report to the
Register Alankit Assignments Limited,
Corporate Office 4E/2 Jhandewalan
Extension New Delhi-110055, within
21 days from publication of this
notice failing which no objection, if
any, shall be entertained.
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ﬁ.—'f‘ TIRUPPUR SMART CITY LIMITED

Y _aE-' TIRUFFUR CITY MUNICIPFAL CORFPORATION
TENDER MOTICE

Tenders ars irndléd in Two Gower aysiern | Through both on E- Terder
and Margal) for Implementation af Sianr Roads o Tiruppur City

= - o ARTMENT OF

Fro TIRUPPUR SMART CITY LIMITED DEFARTIIENT U1

ks TIRUPPUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION POSTS NOTICE
TENDER NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

The Executive Engineer (E), Posta
Electrical Division-Il, Tenth floor.
Meghdoot Bhawan, New Delhi-01
invites on behalf of President of Indig
percentage rate e-tenders on two big
system for following works.

Name of work: Supply, installation
testing and commissioning of grig
connected 70 kW (30+15+25) Sola
PV system at Delhi GPO Complex
(GPO, BPC& RMS Bhawan).; NIT|
No: 42/EEE/PED-II/ND/NIT/2019-2(
dated: 20-11-2019; Estimated Cost
333,60,000/-; EMD: 367,200/-

Last date and time of submission o
bid is 03-12-2019 up to 15:00 hours
Bid forms and other details can bqg
obtained from the  websitg
https://dopcivil.euniwizarde.com

Municipal Caorparation (12 padkages al a ol eslimate cosl of Rs.

B8 #24 Crore) under Smar City Mission by the Managing Directar,
Tiruppur Seman City Limitad upha 3.00 PM. on 27.12.200 3 and tha zama
will e opanad Dy the Maneging Nrecior, Tiruppur Smaert City Limibed or
his suthiceized per=an o e same day 3l 3.30 PN in e pressace of
the conlraciors. or thes representatve s present at that time. The bender
documenis aonn bhe downlooded from the woehsits
hitps:iftniendars. gov.in upta 2.00 P.M, on 26,912,201, Any ludher
diedails will b hagad from Truppur City Municipal Corporaton office In
any al the warking day iIf required. Pre-bid masding will be beld on
081220148 at 11.30 AM . The blanagng Direclor, Tituppur Saar City
Limited roserves the rights o rejecl any aor all he tandors withoul
assigning any rexsan thereof
Bnc Moy« BT HAT

Pigoe Thuppar
T 12 11 303

Managing Directar,
DFER' M) ETENDERZ S TIRIppur Sman Ciy Limibed

E- tenders are invited for supply of : -

(1) 200 Nos. 11 KV TVM Cat-B Meter against tender
specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/15/19-20.

(2) 100 Nos. 33 KV TVM Cat-B Meter against tender
specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/16/19-20.

Date of opening of above tenders: 20.12.2019

For detailed information please log on www.pvvnl.org &
E-Tendering website www.etender.up.nic.in iill the date
of submission of bids. Superintending Engineer
(Commercial) "Help line Number for Information of Theft of
Electricity: "1800-180-3002 (Meerut) & 9412207451"

Remark :- www.etender.up.nic.in

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (Commercial)|
TAieh: 10286 faAieR: 20.11.2019 For Managing Director

“‘SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”

] WESTERN ALY BTN DS

SIGNAL & TELECOMMUNICATION
DEPARTMENT

2-TENDER NOTICE

Tonder Mo.:
SnT_RTM_18_17_04_2R_Sig.
Oate : 14.11.301%
Mam of Woek Supohy. Fekallanaon,
Testing and Commissioning of
cindoor SRT mabersl and eguigement
al 5 stations [i.e Baganggarh
Fanchpipbya, Amargart, Bamania
and Raali =satiors ] and 4 [BE (L=
Fanchpipliya-Amargarh B35,
Bhainongarh-Hash B35, B -Momvears
125 el Moressmd-Fallam & 183 in
cannackan with Godhra-Magda
sectnon Rapiassmant of ovar aged
imggar and ouldoor =signallieg
efuipment al slalicns and |BE
#dpproximate Cost of ‘Work:
P59 12.M8.15 % R Crmne Elesan
Lakh Twizken Thousand Ming Hundred
Minaty Elght paird Fiflaan Paisa
cnly). Barmest Money Doposit:
P 405 500 (¥ Four Lakh Feva
Thousznd Six Fundred ooiyl
Camplatian Peried: Fiftaan (15)
fanths. Time & Dato for Clagura
far Submission a1 &-Temder
Documoemis: 1500 hrs. on
1MAA2.7019, Time & Date Far
Opening of e-Tender: &ft=r 15350
b, an 1012 3015 Walldicy affer;
43 days from opereng of lender. The
Tonder can be viessd cnling &i
e-Terider Porlal wwesr. ireps. pow.in
mnd Cefed mrkel b paitemitiaad o BLRima

e-Tencer Porial
For Oivislonal Rallway Manager
[SET) Works, Weslarn Raibsary
FILGHTT R rtlam

Lz son [ fcebock comestera Rl

UTTAR HARYANA BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM

CORRIGENDUM-VI NOTICE

SR.NO.: 1

Dated 18.11.2019

OLD REFERENCE/NIT/TENDER NO.:
FMS/2019

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM: Date extended

24/XEN

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT DETAILS/E-MAIL: 9317554907

LETTER/MEMO NO. & DATE: Ch-51/XEN/R-APDRP/SG-AMC/FMS/NIT-24

NAME OF DEPT./BOARD/CORP./AUTH.: Chief Technology Officer.

WEBSITE OF THE DEPT./BOARD/CORP./AUTH: www.uhbvn.org.in
, seprojects @uhbvn.org.in

R-APDRP/ SG-AMC/

79258/HRY.

VlSVESVARAYA JALA N|GAMA LIMITED (A Government of Karnataka Enterprise) |

Office of the Executive Engineer, Challakere Division No.06, Challakee-577522,
Chitradurga District Phone No: 08195-250307 email ID:ubpee06@gmail.com

No:EE/VINL/UBP/Division No.6/Challakere/AE-2/Tender/2019-
orrigendaume-4

Karnatakaas per KTPP Act on behalf of the Managing Director, Vi

be changed. Name of work:- Survey, Investigation, Design,

cum pump house, Power supply including terminal bays, s
lines) Rising Main with Pressure distribution system, Constru

Bids through e-protal 28.11.2019 at 4.00PM. 7) Date of Opening

RO.No.647:DIPR/CTA/MCA/2019-20

ender Notitication

| Ref:-1) Tender Notification No:462, Dated:15.10.2019. 2) Corrigendum— 1 No: 518 Date 02.11.2019,
3) Corrigendum — 2 No.: 527 Date 06.11.2019. 4) Corrigendum — 3 No.: 551 Date 14.11.2019

With reference to the subject & reference cited above, Percentage short term tenders was
invited in e-portal by the Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP Project Division No.6, Challakere,

Bangalore vide refence no.1. Now, due to technical problems in E-portal, following dates are to

Supply,
Commissioning of Lift System (Head Works consisting of construction of Intake canal, Jack well

System in PavagadaTaluk (Filling of Tanks 40 Nos) and ChallakereTaluk(Filling of Tanks 21 Nos)
Under Upper Bhadra Project including Operation and Maintenance for a period of 5 years after
successful completion of work. (Indent No:1336). 1) Indent No:- 1336, 2) Estimated Cost Put
to Tender 52774.71 Lakhs, 3) Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) 527.74 Lakhs, 4) Last Date for Tender
Queries/Clarifications 28.11.2019 at 4.00PM. 5) Pre Bid Meeting at CE, VINL., Upper Bhadra
Project Zone, Chitradurga Office. 25.11.2019 at 11.00 AM. 6) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders/

4.30PM. 8) Date of Opening of Financial Bid 05.12.2019 at 11.00 AM.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP Division No. 6, Challakere.

20/555 Dated:19.11.2019 |

svesvaraya Jala Nigam Limited,
Installation Testing and

ubstation, 33 KV transmission
ction of Gravity Distribution

of Technical Bid 30.11.2019 at

BHARAT NIRMAN

Bharat Nirman through Rural Roads
Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone) HPPWD Dharamshala H.P., 176215

UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
e-Procurement Notice

The Government of India has received a loan/credit num
(Rural Road Project) Rural Roads Financing towards the cost of

roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the District

ing the contract.

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana) and intends to apply a part of the funds to cover eligible payments
under the contracts for construction of works and PMGSY(Regular). Bidding is open to all bid-
ders from eligible source countries as defined in the bidding document.

The Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone) HPPWD Dharamshala-176215 on behalf of Governor
Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of

Table below from the eligible contractors registered with HPPWD/CPWD/P&T, Railways/other
state govts/Central Govt agencies. Non-registered bidders may submit bids, however, the suc-
cessful bidders must get registered in appropriate class with appropriate authorities before sign-

ber “P124639” under PMGSY
Rural Roads Project (Pradhan

of Chamba as detailed in the

received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the
tion related to the tender.

time of submission of bids.

the office of Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, HPPWD, Dal

The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without

2963/H.P.

Division | Package Name of the work Estimated Cost Total Cosf Period of Bid
No. (Rs. in Lacs) (In Lacs)| Completion Security
(Months) (Rs.

Constr- | Mainten Lacs)
uction ance

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Salooni HP-02-355 Construction of Junwas to| 425.78 54.92 480.70 18 9.65

Bhasua Road Km 0/0 to 9/120.

Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Employer shall not be held liable
for any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to
notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not

Submission of all physical documents will be accepted only up to or before the time and
date of submission of bids. No physical documents will be accepted after the closing date and

Last Date/ Time and place for receipt of bids through e-procurement:-

Bids can be submitted online from Date 30 Month 11 Year 2019 to Date 21 Month 12 Year
2019 upto 1700 Hours and will be opened on Date 23 Month 12 Year 2019 at 1130 Hours in

For further details please log on to https://pmgsytendershp.gov.in

Fax:011892-223100, Tel: 011892-224948.

website for the latest informa-

housie.

declaring any reasons there-of.

Sd/- Chief Engineer,
Kangra Zone, H.P.P.W.D,
Dharamshala-176215.
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FLOODS DURING the southwest mon-
soon this year claimed 2,391 human
lives in 24 states, besides leaving
15,729 cattle dead. While the south-
west monsoon season typically runs
between June and September, these
deaths were recorded between June
1 and November 14, according to data
released by the Ministry of Home
Affairs during the Winter Session of
Parliament. Replying to a question, the
Ministry said 8,00,067 houses were
damaged and 63.97 lakh hectares of
cropped areas were affected due to
floods, landslides, cloudbursts and
other hydro-meteorological hazards.

The highest number of human
lives lost was 674 in Madhya Pradesh,
followed by Maharashtra (253), West
Bengal (227), Gujarat (195) and Bihar

HUMAN LIVESLOST
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HOUSES DAMAGED

Monsoon toll: 2,400 human lives,
highest in Madhya Pradesh
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and UP (133 each). The highest num-
ber of cattle deaths was 4,230 in
Maharashtra, followed by Karnataka
(3,400), Madhya Pradesh (1,888),
Kerala (1,183) and Gujarat (848).
Assam had the highest number of
houses damaged (1,31,949), followed
by MP(1,18,386), Karnataka(1,15,792),
Maharashtra (1,09,714) and West
Bengal (83,787). The largest cropped
areadamaged, in lakh hectares, wasin
Rajasthan (27.36), followed by
Karnataka (9.35), UP (8.88), Madhya
Pradesh(6.04)and Maharashtra(4.17).

This year, the monsoon rainfall re-
ceived in September was about 152
per cent more than normal, and over
560 extreme rainfall events were

recorded, as per the Indian
Meteorological Department .
CATTLELOST
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IDRIS ELBA

A wasp species. Why was it named after the actor?

IN THE Marvel Cinematic Universe,
British actor Idris Elba stars as Heimdall.
The character has an almost namesake:
Heimdallr, a Norse deity believed to be
the sole protector of the bridge linking
the human world and the realm of the
gods. Now, scientists have given the name
Idris elba to a species of wasp thatis again
a protector — of crops. The wasp, recently
discovered in Mexico, was found living as
a parasite in the eggs of another insect,
known as the bagrada bug, which is ama-
jor pest of cruciferous vegetables.

In fact, the genus Idris already exists,
having been described in 1856. It now
contains over 300 species, including the
newest one discovered and given the
species name elba. While other species of
the Idris genus were known to only par-
asitise spider eggs, specimens of Idris elba
have now been found to emerge from
eggs of the bagrada bug.

gy :
R N
4

Idris elba. Source: Pensoft Publishers

The species is described in the Journal
of Hymenoptera Research. The research
team comprised scientists from Colegio
de Postgraduados (Mexico), Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada and the Florida
State Collection of Arthropods.

SSCOR

An Institute for Civil Services

& www.iasscore.in
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EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 20

OVER THE last 10 days, thousands of migra-
tory birds have been found dead at Sambhar
Lake, about 80 km southwest of Jaipur city.
Officials have buried over 18,000 carcasses so
far. While there is no clarity yet on what has
caused the deaths, investigations so far sug-
gest avian botulism, a paralytic and frequently
fatal disease caused by the ingestion of toxins.

What birds have been found dead?

Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland
saltwater lake at 230 sq km, spread mostly
across Jaipur and Nagaur districts and also a
part of Ajmer. It has a catchment area of
5,700 square km, with the water depth fluc-
tuating between 60 cm in the dry season to
about 3 metres at the end of the monsoon.

Every year, the lake attracts thousands of
migratory birds. A total 83 species of water
birds have been recorded at the lake, the
most abundant of which are little grebe,
great crested grebe, great white pelican, lit-
tle cormorant, black stork, and darter, apart
from various species of plovers, egrets,
herons, and geese.

Birds of about 25-30 species have now
been found dead, including northern shov-
eller, Brahminy duck, pied avocet, Kentish
plover and tufted duck. The trend began on
November 10 when visitors found a large
number of dead birds. More and more were
found over the next several days. Until
Wednesday, November 20, the Rajasthan
government had, using various agencies,
buried 18,422 bird carcasses to prevent the
spread of infection. Of these, 8,825 were dis-
posed of in Jaipur and 9,597 in Nagaur.
Officials also rescued 748 birds, of which
around 400 were still alive as of Wednesday.

Officials said the number of dead birds
being found each day is declining now. From
apeakof 3,265 and 2,696 burials respectively
on November 15 and 16, the count had re-
duced to 441 by November 20 (74 in Jaipur
and 367 in Nagaur). Combing operations are,
however, still on.

How much is known so far about the
cause of death?

The evidence points to avian botulism, but
this has not been officially confirmed. “On the
basis of history, epidemiological observations,
classical clinical symptoms and postmortem
findings, the most probable diagnosis is avian
botulism,” said a report by the Apex Centre
for Animal Disease Investigation, Monitoring
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HARSH VARDHAN

Have there ever been so many bird
deaths in India? What can the cause be?
No, never. The Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology and Natural History in
Coimbatore and Wildlife Institute of India
(Dehradun) will give you the causes.

How well has the government handled
the situation?

The government does not have the capa-
bility to handle such a crisis; they are over-
whelmed by an unexpected calamity. But
whom should we blame? The Forest
Department does not even have an office
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8ANSWER

Why are birds dying at Sambhar?

Carcasses of over 18,000 migratory birds have been buried in 10 days after they were found at India’s
largest inland saltwater lake. What has the probe for causes found; why is changing ecology a concern?

A worker places a dead bird into a sack at the Sambhar Lake in Rajasthan on

Monday, November 11. P11

RAJASTHAN

Nagaur

Sambhar Jaipur

Aymer Salt Lake

CARCASS COUNT
DATE BIRDS DISPOSED
JAIPUR NAGAUR
November 11 716 -
November 12 1,622 -
November 13 1,922 -
November 14 540 -
November 15 1,829 1,436
November 16 1,393 1,303
November 17 386 5,279
November 18 151 877
November 19 192 355
November 20 74 367
UlA 8.02< 9 95Y

and Surveillance at the College of Veterinary
and Animal Science under the Rajasthan
University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(RAJUVAS), Bikaner. “The clinical signs exhib-
ited by affected birds included dullness, de-
pression, anorexia, flaccid paralysisin legs and
wings, and neck touching the ground. The
birds were unable to walk, swim, or take
flight. There was norise of body temperature,
no nasal discharge, no respiratory distress or
any other sign.”

But why is it taking so long to establish
the cause of death?

The government is waiting for reports
from various sources to establish the exact
cause. It has so far engaged eight institutions
and agencies, but has received complete re-
ports from only two: RAJUVAS and the

National Institute of High Security Animal
Diseases (NIHSAD) in Bhopal. While RAJU-
VAS has suggested avian botulism, NIHSAD
has ruled out bird flu.

Partial reports have been received from
the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, and
the Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board.
Reports are awaited from the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute, Bareilly; the
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural
History (SACON)in Coimbatore, the Bombay
Natural History Society, and the Sambhar Salt
Limited joint venture.

Is there a concern for human health?
Humans are primarily at risk from avian
botulism only if they eat infected fish or birds.
While NIHSAD has ruled out bird flu, this was
what was feared initially. Personnel were di-

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

[ssues at lake: management, hydrology, salt pans

there. Personnel from the Animal Husbandry
Department personnel have been sent there
but they don’t even have access to drinking
water, let alone make a cup of tea, because
the water is saline.

What can the government do?

The government should pass legislationin
the Assembly to create a Sambhar Lake
Development and Conservation Authority.
This authority should be handed A toZ respon-
sibility of Sambhar Lake. Currently, no one is
there. No official is ready to speak and every
government department passes the buck, be it
Forest or Irrigation. The Revenue Department
says they had the land once; Panchayat says
that they had the land but gave it to Hindustan
Salts Limited, and Hindustan Salts is now not
ready to talk; they are not even answering calls.

We are now telling the government that
you have not done anything all these years,
yet we do not wish to criticise you, but do
something at least now. Set up the Sambhar
Development Authority along the lines of
Odisha’s Chilika Development Authority for

Chilika Lake, and make the Chief Minister its
Chairman. CM Ashok Gehlot should speak to
Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik today and ask

him to send over Ajit Patnaik, former chief of

Chilika Development Authority, for help in
setting up the Sambhar Lake Authority.

What are the issues at Sambhar that
need to be addressed immediately?
There is no document about management
of Sambhar Lake. World Wildlife Fund had cre-
ated a document about 22 years ago, and it is
now outdated. A fresh document should study
why the water from four rivers, which flows
into the lake, has decreased over the years. It
should study the hydrology, sedimentation,
the increase or decrease in depth of the lake,
aswell as birds, animals, their food sources, etc.

What are the possible reasons for
deteriorating ecology at Sambhar Lake?
The absolute lack of management, the
lack of bandobast. You [government] have
set it loose, and handed it [partially] to
Hindustan Salts Limited which did not do

rected to adopt appropriate prophylactic
measures such as use of masks and gloves and
burial of carcasses in deep pits with limestone.

How common is avian botulism?

There have been several waterfowl botu-
lism outbreaks. Between 1995 and 1997 in
Canada, an estimated 1,00,000 birds died in
Alberta, 1,17,000in Manitoba, and 1 millionin
Saskatchewan.In 1997, another 5,14,000 birds
died due to botulism in Green Salt Lake, Utah,
US. In 1952, an epizootic outbreak killed 4-5
million waterfowl across western US.

What could be other possible reasons for
the bird deaths at Sambhar Lake?

After a Division Bench of the Rajasthan
High Court led by Chief Justice Indrajit
Mahanty took cognisance of the deaths, the
Rajasthan government listed likely reasons:

M Viral infection;

B Toxicity, as a new area has been filled
up after almost 20 years, and there could be
higher concentration of salts along the edges;

B Bacteriological infection; and

B Higher temperature and high water lev-
els due to a good monsoon. This might have
led toanincrease in competition for resources.
The weaker individuals, exhausted from the
long journey, perhaps were unable to compete,
and may have succumbed to stress emanat-
ing from the shortage of food, susceptibility to
disease/pollutants/toxins and other habitat-
related factors in the wintering grounds, the
government suggested. If that is the reason,
the government said it is expected that with
fall of temperature and lowering of water lev-
els, incidence of such mortality will go down.

What are the reasons that make salt
concentration a concern?

In a 2016 directive, the National Green
Tribunal had noted the impact of the salt in-
dustry —including “unauthorised salt pans” —
on the ecosystem of Sambhar Lake and asked
the state government to cancel allotment of
salt pans. Over the last week, the Wildlife
Institute of India, the State Pollution Control
Board and Sambhar Salts Ltd have collected
samples to test for water quality. Part of the
lake has been leased to Sambhar Salts, a joint
venture of Hindustan Salts Limited and the
state government. Sambhar Salts produces
196,000 tonnes of clean salt every year, which
isaround 9 per cent of India’s salt production.

The lake was recognised as a wetland of in-
ternational importance when it was desig-
nated asa UNESCO Ramsar Sitein 1990. Today,
as per NGO Wetlands International, it has the
worst possible Wetland Health Score at E.

anything and is itself making losses.

In 2016, National Green Tribunal had
acted on a complaint that alleged the
presence of illegal salt pans at Sambhar
Lake. Are those still active?

Dher saarey, plenty of them. And all be-
long to politicians, sarpanches, MLAs, MPs,
ministers. More are in Nagaur. But there is no
one to share this information as there is no
one who is answerable. For example, Jaipur
Development Authority and Jaipur
Municipal Corporation are ready to talk
about Jaipur, but there is no one for Sambbhar.
The death of birds should make the govern-
ment take concrete steps.

Harsh Vardhan, an ecologist with over four
decades of work, is currently the Honorary
Secretary of Tourism and Wildlife Society of
India. He was previously Rajasthan Director of
the World Wildlife Fund and been associated
with the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service and International Crane Foundation.
He spoke to Hamza Khan in Jaipur.

What s IPRS, the artists’ body that has gone to police against Yash Raj Films?

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

THE ECONOMIC Offences Wing (EOW) of
the Mumbai Police has registered an FIR
against Yash Raj Films (YRF) Pvt Ltd, its
chairman and managing director Aditya
Chopra, his brother Uday Chopra, and oth-
ers for alleged criminal breach of trust and
failure to pay an estimated Rs 100 crore in
royalty to several music composers and
writers since 2012.

The FIR was registered on a complaint
by the Indian Performing Right Society
(IPRS). This is the first criminal case initi-
ated by the IPRS after it was re-registered
as a copyright society in 2017. YRF did not
respond to questions regarding the case.

What is the Indian Performing Right

*ﬂﬁ;ptr-“%' 55, COM

Society, and how does it function?

The IPRS is a representative body of
artists, including music owners, composers,
lyricists, and publishers of music, which col-
lects royalties due to the artists if their work
is used anywhere from a wedding to a New
Year function or on radio or TV — in other
words, wherever music is played. The body
was set up in 1969, and re-registered as a
copyright society in 2017, following which
it started functioning actively.

The IPRS has its offices in Mumbai, and
lyricist Javed Akhtar is its chairman.

A 2012 amendment in The Copyright Act,
1957 laid down that artists would get 50% of
royalties every time their work was used,
evenif the copyright remained with the pro-
duction house or the music brand. Which
meant that every time a song was played in,
say, a large party in a hotel or by a radio sta-
tion, or streamed or even used as a mobile

phone ringtone, 50% of the royalty would go
to the production house or music company,
and the other 50% would be split between
the lyricist and composer of the song.

The IPRS is responsible for collecting the
50% royalty thatis due to artists involved in
“literary work accompanied to music” —
meaning lyricists, music composers, and
publishers of music.

While even individual artists can theo-
retically approach the users of their work
directly, it is likely to be a difficult and long
drawn-out process. As members of IPRS,
they have better infrastructure at their dis-
posal to press their claim and collect the
money due to them.

How does the process of licensing with
the IPRS work?

The IPRS has a database of around 10 mil-
lion songs, including Indian and interna-

tional numbers, for which it collects royalty.

If cases of big events, the IPRS generally
approaches the organisers beforehand to
inform them about the licensing required
to play the songs of artists who are regis-
tered with them. Most online streaming
platforms are registered with IPRS, and li-
censed to use the artists’ songs.

After being re-registered as a copyright
societyin 2017 under the amended Copyright
Act, the IPRS sent letters to all media plat-
forms, asking them to ensure that artists are
paid 50% of the royalty as per the Act.

In2017-18, the IPRS collected Rs 45 crore
inroyalty on behalf of artists, and in the fol-
lowing year (2018-19), it collected Rs 166
crore. Between 2012 and 2017, annual col-
lections was usually under Rs 40 crore, an
IPRS official said.

In April this year, IPRS distributed royal-
ties of more than Rs 20 crore to composers,

songwriters, and publishers.

What can IPRS do if songs are used
without licence?

IPRS has both civil and criminal reme-
dies available to it under The Copyright Act.
It has filed civil suits in 20-25 cases earlier,
but the move against YRF was the IPRS’s first
criminal complaint.

According to IPRS, YRF was one of the
entities it had written to after 2017, seeking
royalty for artists. However, despite the
amendment to The Copyright Act, YRF al-
legedly paid only a minuscule amount to
artists. After the dispute remained unre-
solved despite the exchange of several let-
ters, IPRS lodged a formal complaint with
the Mumbai Police some two months ago.

Since the amount involved was high, the
matter was handed over to the EOW. After
inquiring into the matter for around two

months, the police registered an FIR against
YRF on charges of criminal breach of trust,
along with sections of The Copyright Act.

What difference has IPRS made for
artists seeking copyright dues?

While IPRS has some numbers to show,
not all artists are satisfied that it has deliv-
ered on its promise. Some music compa-
nies and production houses have allegedly
found ways to dodge the requirement of
sharing royalty with artists. On some occa-
sions, the fees paid to artists are termed as
“advance royalty”, meaning the royalty has
already paid; on other occasions, the artist
is allegedly offered a deal to sign a letter giv-
ing the royalty back to the music company.
Some big production houses that don’t get
along with IPRS have started their own body
to collect royalties for artists working on
their projects, say these artists.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

BULLY ON CAMPUS

Fee hike is a symptom, as government watches JNU
administration turn on its own students

N TUESDAY, JAWAHARLAL Nehru University’s (JNU) administration moved

a contempt of court petition in Delhi High Court against the institution’s own

students. The university authorities have drawn on a court order from August

2017, which “bans protests within 100 yards of JNU’s administrative block”.
The petition s the latest in a series of antagonistic postures that have driven a wedge deeper
between the university administration and its students, and thrown JNU into turmoil for
nearly amonth. The students are protesting against a hike in fees, which they claim s steep.
But, by all accounts, the anger and restlessness on campus is also stoked by the adminis-
tration’s pattern of high-handedness. In this case, the fee hike was imposed without even
a modicum of consultation with the student body. Then, to students worried about their
educational prospects and careers, the JNU authorities have repeatedly given the message
that their agitation will be treated as a law and order problem.

The JNU Act 1966, enshrines “social justice” as one of the university’s objectives. “The
University shall endeavour to promote... social justice, secularism, national integration,
democratic ways of life, international understanding and scientific approach to the prob-
lems of society,” it says. JNU’s deprivation points system, discontinued for research schol-
arsin 2017, enabled many students from marginalised communities and backward regions
to enter the university’s portals. In a country beset with myriad oppressions of caste, gen-
der, and increasingly, religion, the university’s classrooms, libraries, hostels, canteens and
dhabas have been among the precious spaces where the young from disadvantaged sec-
tions can debate, discuss, disagree, and cultivate friendships with their peers from the
more privileged strata of society. Around 40 per cent of students admitted to the univer-
sityin 2017 had a parental income of less than Rs 12,000 per month, according to the uni-
versity’s annual report for 2017-2018. It’s this egalitarian ideal and character of the uni-
versity, the students believe, that will be imperiled by the increase in fees. As a report in
this paper last week showed, those likely to be hurt by the hike include those from fam-
ilies with an annual income of less than Rs 50,000, students from families that have lost
their sole earning member, women graduates with working class backgrounds.

Universities in democratic societies are the natural home for political discussion,
provocative ideas, even dissent. But since 2016, it has seemed that the ruling dispensa-
tion has targeted the university, especially JNU, because of its reputation of being a bas-
tion for the left-leaning. Through a variety of incursions in JNU, the B]JP-led government
has sent out the message that it will go after institutions it accuses of a “nationalism
deficit”. The JNU administration and its vice-chancellor may have fallen in unresistingly
with this project but the government must know that the apparent heavy-handedness
with students makes it look, not strong and decisive, but like a bully.

TAMIL TEASER

Promise of Rajinikanth-Kamal Haasan tango in electoral
politics is exciting. But they might need more than star power

TEASER FROM the two mega stars of Tamil cinema, Rajinikanth and Kamal

Haasan, on Tuesday, of a possible political blockbuster has created a stir in

the state. Though both have punctuated their statement about “joining

hands” with several caveats, the idea has the potential to turn the assembly
election slated for 2021 into a gripping show. A Rajini-Kamal joint entry is likely to add
fizz to the campaign, which, in the absence of AIADMK supremo ] Jayalalithaa and DMK
patriarch M Karunanidhi, is predicted to be a boring affair.

So far, the ageing superstars have had limited traction in Tamil Nadu even though they
announced their entry in electoral politics some time ago. Even as Rajinikanth said he was
preparing for the next assembly election and skipped the May general election, Kamal
Haasan’s Makkal Needhi Maiam (MNM ) contested all the Lok Sabha constituencies in the
state. MNM candidates lost their deposits in all the seats and a number of its candidates
finished third behind DMK and AIADMK in urban constituencies. The two actor-politi-
cians have so far been vague about ideology, while offering issue-centric responses, and talk-
ing in general terms about the need to do good for the state. But neither of them has rejected
the political paradigm and the goals the Dravidian Movement set in the 1950s and ‘60s,
among them social justice and Tamil pride. However, there has been speculation that the
BJP may align with Rajinikanth and that the latter could be projected as the face of anon-
Dravidian political coalition.

While voter fatigue threatens the prospects of the AIADMK and DMK, Rajinikanth
and Kamal Haasan will have to offer a clear and coherent political agenda to emerge as
analternative. To begin with, the two men will have to agree on core issues — Rajinikanth
welcomed the abrogation of Article 370 whereas Haasan described it as an “assault on
democracy”. For all their love of films, people in Tamil Nadu make a distinction between
cinema and governance. Rajinikanth and Haasan would do well to realise that while their
star power may pull in the crowds, they will need to spell out their political agenda to
convince even their fans to vote for them. It is useful, here, to remember a certain MGR,
the popular hero-turned-successful politician, who had putin many years in the DMK as
amember, campaigner and fund-raiser before branching out with his own political party.

ART, ERODED

International Film Festival of India gives prominent place to
mainstream films. That may not be its mandate

HE INTERNATIONAL FILM Festival of India (IFFI) self-professedly aims to “pro-

vide acommon platform to project the excellence of the art of film-making”.

Inits 50th edition, now playing in Goa, it may need to renew its commitment

toits mandate. The imperatives of the mainstream market — stars, box office
collections, or even being accessible to a broad audience — are not meant to animate the
IFFI. But, as iconic film-maker Adoor Gopalakrishnan told this newspaper, the IFFI is in-
creasingly distancing itself from its stated purpose.

The Indian Panorama section at the IFFI, according to Gopalakrishnan, is important be-
cause “it showcases the best of our production every year”. This year, 12 of the 26 films
being showcased are commercial, mainstream works. Critics, producers and even the
discerning audience at a film festival expect more than merely fare that has been suc-
cessful commercially. “Sadly, with our stupid effort to preen the producers of worthless
films, we are providing them with equal status and esteem as the quality filmmakers,” says
Gopalakrishnan.

He flags an important issue. For festivals the aim is, it must be, the discovery of the
new, even the discomfiting; where cinema is art, not just a business proposition.
Conversation with the alternative space in Indian cinema has only enriched the main-
stream. Excellence in the former is based primarily on artistic merit. By introducing films
that are judged by a different yardstick, the IFFI would be placating the audience rather
than challenging it. Since 2015, when the festival removed films from the FTII seemingly
due to protests by students against the appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as the film
school’s director, it has lost some of its credibility. It can ill-afford to let the temptations
of commerce and glamour erode its image further.
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In the absence of a real measure of the school’s role, we

pick on the medium gap, declare it the culprit
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WORDLY WISE

ART IS FREE, SHAMELESS, IRRESPONSIBLE.
— INGMAR BERGMAN

KRISHNA KUMAR

THE LANGUAGE USED by teachers to explain
is known as “medium of instruction” in our
system. This usage has a considerable history
now. It reminds us that education was once
regarded as instruction. One would like to be-
lieve that things have changed now and that
education now covers a wider spectrum of
efforts and effects. Had this change in the pub-
lic perception of education actually occurred,
no one would easily share the Andhra Pra-
desh government’s hope that children study-
ing in government schools will now have a
bright future because they are going to switch
to English medium instruction from Grade I.

Some years ago, | had an unforgettable
personal encounter with the medium prob-
lem in Mumbai. Two officials of the munici-
pality were with me on a school visit. There
were seven schools in that space, each witha
different medium. I spent half an hour in a
Grade II classroom where the medium was
Hindi. After the period, I got a brief chance to
speak to the teacher who was a Marathi-spe-
aking young woman. I asked her if there were
childrenin her class with Hindi-Marathi par-
ents. She said: “Quite afew.” I asked her: “Do
you sometimes use Marathi to explain things
to these children?” Her answer stunned me.
“lam not allowed to speak Marathiin my cla-
sses because this is a Hindi-medium school,”
she said. The last question I remember ask-
ing her was: “Who stops you from speaking
your mother tongue?” Instead of answering,
shelooked at the officials standing beside me.
Itis hard to say what her gaze meant. Itis un-
likely that someone had actually stopped her
from using Marathi in her classes. More likely,
she felt constrained because she had been
posted at a Hindi-medium school.

In Andhra Pradesh, the government hopes
that English-medium instruction will have a
transformative effect. There are plans to re-
train teachers and use the new machinery of
communication. The pedagogy market is full
of attractive teaching devices, and language
teaching forms a big segment of this market.
The expectation that technology will push
our moribund system into a carnival of cre-

In Andhra Pradesh, the
government hopes that
English-medium instruction
will have a transformative
effect. There are plans to re-
train teachers and use the
new machinery of
communication. The
pedagogy market is full of
attractive teaching devices,
and language teaching forms
a big segment of this market.
The expectation that
technology will push our
moribund system into a
carnival of creativity is
widespread. No one is
supposed to have any doubt
about that. The buzz word is
innovation, and digital
devices are the best bet to
promote it.

ativity is widespread. No one is supposed to
have any doubt about that. The buzz word is
innovation, and digital devices are the best
bet to promote it.

It is, of course, true that judicious use of
technology can enhance the teacher’s effort.
So was it when radio sets were distributed
across the system. But the hype didn’t help.
Now when smart boards are replacing black
boards and chalk, we need to ask why
teacher training remains poor and school life
so regimented. Teachers have always been
at the receiving end. Had they been con-
sulted in Andhra, the switch-over to English-
medium might not have happened in such
a dramatic manner.

Educational reforms are not like economic
reforms. The latter are publicly debated every
evening,. Plenty of voices keep asking for more
and speedier reforms in the economy. Since
the 1990s, there has been considerable con-
sensus on what it means to reform the econ-
omy. There is no such consensus in education.

That is why the decision announced by
the Andhra government will impress many
as a radical reform while others will shake
their heads in resignation and see it as a po-
litical gimmick. It is assumed that parents
whose children study in government schools
will not mind this sharp switch-over. In all
probability, they will appreciate it. Like politi-
cians, many parents have zeroed in on
English-medium teaching as a solution to the
problems their children suffer in government
schools and after passing out.

Parental vision has not shrunk overnight.
The medium gap has been growing for sev-
eral decades now in every part of the nation.
It is a measure of social distance, between
schools ruled by bureaucratic norms and oth-
ers who feel more free. The difference be-
tween the two types is not always clear. It is
acommon belief that private schools prepare
the child for the brave new world of compe-
tition, while government schools don’t worry
about their children. In the absence of any real
measurement of the school’s role in shaping
children’s future, public and political imagina-

tion picks on the medium gap and declaresit
the culprit.

Without exception, all policy documents
favour the mother tongue as the best medium
of education, especially in the early grades.
Those who favour English from the start point
towards private schools and ask why govern-
ment school children alone must carry the
burden of implementing the policy. Thatis a
valid point. Sauce for the goose is sauce for
the gander. Successive governments have
failed to influence the private school world
on the question of medium. Introducing
English as a medium in government schools,
thus, acquires a populist appeal.

To put up a stronger case for the mother
tongue, we will have to go into the deeper de-
bate — about learning itself. At the primary
level, it means connecting things with words.
To do that, the child’s language provides a
richer resource. The primary teacher who
uses the child’s language has a great advan-
tage. Whether she makes the best use of this
advantage is a different question.

Our teachers seldom feel free or encour-
aged to do their best; nor are they trained to
exercise professional autonomy. Our teach-
ers are used to being told what to do and they
are mostly quite poorly trained. Many didn’t
want to be teachers in the first place, not at
least at the primary level. If English is what
the Andhra government wants teachers to
use in the classroom, they will switch on to
English — howsoever they can. Let the chil-
dren fend for themselves. Private tutors will
flourish.

What will happen to the children’s
mother tongue? The Andhra government has
assured us that it will be taught as a compul-
sory subject. Thatis nice, butitis not the same
thing. To stop the mother tongue from being
used across the curriculum as a medium is
like changing the architecture of the collec-
tive mind.

The writer is a former director of NCERT and
author of The Child’s Language
and the Teacher
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P S KRISHNAN, who left us on November 10,
was an extraordinary combination of the bu-
reaucrat-reformer-activist. His was a life
driven by single-minded devotion to the cause
of the deprived and exploited.

From his student days in his native Kerala
and later, as a member of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) in the Andhra
Pradesh cadre — and then in various positions
including as secretary to the Government of
India — he relentlessly worked for the em-
powerment of the Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Socially and
Educationally Backward Classes (SEdBC).

He sought to mould governance and pub-
licadministration into a proactive instrument
of reaching out to the deprived communities.
He fleshed out the true spirit of constitutional
provisions and social legislation, and imple-
mented them with uncompromising zeal,
brushing aside severe opposition from pow-
erful sections inside and outside government.
Challenging India’s inequities and inhuman-
ities is not new. What is rare is the challenge
emerging from within the system, from
within the core of the “Steel Frame”. And
Krishnan'’s life and work are “the rarest of the
rare” among Indian bureaucrats.

As a young officer in Andhra Pradesh, he
conducted his official camps in Scheduled
Caste bastis and tribal villages, infusing self-
esteem in the depressed sections, but infuri-
ating the upper caste-classes. In addition, the
imperious officialdom did not know how to
deal with this young brat, who was striking at
the root of its power. They viewed him as a
scourge, accusing him of “strident advocacy

The imperious officialdom
did not know how to deal
with this young brat, P S
Krishnan, who was striking
at the root of its power. They
viewed him as a scourge,
accusing him of “strident
advocacy of inter-caste
marriages, partiality to
depressed classes, trusting
the words of the villagers
rather than village officers
and acting in a manner that
helped subversive
elements.”Not bothering to
reply to these remarks,
Krishnan went on, for
instance, to advocate not
‘inter-caste’ marriages, but
‘anti-caste’ marriages.

of inter-caste marriages, partiality to de-
pressed classes, trusting the words of the vil-
lagersrather than village officers and actingin
amanner that helped subversive elements.”

Not bothering to reply to these remarks,
Krishnan went on to advocate not “inter-caste”
marriages, but “anti-caste” marriages. He also
said that there should be alegislation prohibit-
ing marriages in the same caste. “l expounded
the concept of ‘social incest’,in addition to the
concept of ‘biological incest’.”

As early as in 1957, he launched massive
drives for the distribution of agricultural land
and house sites to the landless and homeless
in Andhra Pradesh. His pioneering work con-
stitutes milestones in the post-independence
history of Andhra Pradesh.

His vision derives, Krishnan used to say,
from a unique blend of many ideologies: Of
Ambedkar, Gandhi, Marx, Periyar,
Vivekananda and Narayana Guru. He used to
say that he entered the civil service armed
with an uncompromising commitment to
fight against the entrenched caste systemand
untouchability, and to strive for social justice.

When he rose to senior positions, as secre-
tary to Gol, for instance, he conceived and im-
plemented path-breaking initiatives. He was
the crucial force behind constitutional and leg-
islative enactments like the Constitution
(65th) Amendment Act, 1990, vesting consti-
tutional status in the National Commission for
SCs and STs; the SC and ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989; and, the Employment of
Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry
Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993.

Krishnan also formulated many schemes

CHALLENGER FROM WITHIN

PS Krishnan was a rare bureaucrat who sought to reform government for marginalised

for the betterment of the marginalised like the
Special Component Plan for Scheduled Castes
(SCP)in 1978. His tireless efforts pulled out the
Mandal Commission Report from cold stor-
age and he persuaded V P Singh toimplement
it. Each of these initiatives he helmed was, in-
evitably, challenged in the courts. With his re-
markable acumen, he drafted elaborate argu-
ments to face the judicial process, that
ultimately placed them on unassailable legal
foundations. Among these were the Mandal
legislation and reservations in educational in-
stitutions for SCs, STs and OBCs.

On the question of who are the oppressed
sectionsinIndia —isitclass or caste thatis the
basic unit of Indian society? — Krishnan ad-
vocates a unified caste-class approach. The ba-
sic contradiction in rural India today is be-
tween the dominant landed backward castes
and landless Dalits, who constitute the main
labour force. However, a large section of OBCs,
particularly the innumerable service and arti-
sanal castes, too, are landless and so there is
no contradiction between these castes and
Dalits. The two sections of the non-dominant,
landless castes coming together and tran-
scending caste barriers, would forge the unity
of the oppressed — and lead to the liberation
of society. Distribution of land to all the land-
less is, hence, key to the much needed trans-
formation of Indian society. Krishnan’s legacy
should lead us towards the annihilation of
caste and aworld of justice and humanrights.

The writer is former vice chancellor of
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University,
Tamil Nadu
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SPY PROBE ON

THE GOVERNMENT HAS already com-
menced investigations in the case of alleged
CIA connections of a cabinet colleague of
Indira Gandhi during the Bangladesh war.
Disclosing this in Delhi, Deputy Prime
Minister Y B Chavan said that many min-
istries besides his own ministry of Home,
would be involved in the probe. Chavan re-
fused to say anything more on this except
thatan adequate probe was necessary in this
case as suspicion had been raised and alle-
gations had been made.

INDO-BANGLA FRICTION
INDIA AND BANGLADESH have agreed to

take steps to prevent recurrence of the re-
centincidents on the border between Tripura
and Bangladesh. The two countries signed a
joint statement in Dacca, agreeing to remove
“all causes of irritation” that have led to sev-
eral incidents on the border, including ex-
change of fire between the security forces
near Belonia on the Tripura border.

IRAN HOSTAGE CRISIS

TEN MORE HOSTAGES freed from the USem-
bassy in Teheran flew to Europe and one of
them said the 49 remaining Americans were
“in greater danger than we were” from their
militant Islamic captors. After 16 days as
hostages, the six black men and four women

were flown to Frankfurt, West Germany via
Paris and driven to a US air force hospital.

CHARAN GOVT FLAWS
CONTRARY TO THE mandate, the caretaker
government of Charan Singh has got away
with several major policy decisions having
crucial financial implications. Following the
dissolution of the Lok Sabha on August 22,
the President had enjoined upon the govern-
ment to desist from actions “which set new
policy or involve executive decisions”. But
the series of concessions announced recently
for railwaymen, and others, do constitute
major administrative decisions and involve
spending of no significant order.
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Why we must listen to JNU

Students are speaking out against the eclipse of equitable access to publicly funded education, and attempts
to place education in the marketplace rather than at the disposal of the social good

[\ 2\

PARNAL CHIRMULEY

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND faculty speak-
ing up for publicly-funded higher education
have been the object of intense vilification in
sections of the media and the general public
countless timesin the past few years. And yet,
they refuse to fade away;, spilling out of cam-
puses, fighting for equitable access to publicly-
funded higher education. They refuse to be
shamed into submitting to education policies
that exclude large sections of the population to
make way for the elite few. The background to
their persistence needs to be sketched out, es-
pecially because trained and paid armies of
trolls continue to plague the discourse on
higher education with vitriol and lies.

The attempt to construct stereotypes of
students in the public sphere as lazy, good-
for-nothings who want to survive on the tax-
payer’s money is a clever sleight of hand by
the ruling party and its offspring. Students of
research universities like JNU are repeatedly
castigated, supposedly by a “taxpaying pub-
lic” for not earning their own living and pay-
ing fees. The argument is that money spent
on their education is “a waste”. It helps ob-
fuscate the true nature of education policies
by this government. It seeks to draw your at-
tention away from the fact that equitable ac-
cess to inclusive higher education actually
transforms lives for the better, wherein a
street vendor’s child, a former chowkidar, a
young woman from a slum in Mumbai can
each seek an education that helps them
climb out of the pit of deprivation and
achieve intergenerational mobility. For a rul-
ing dispensation that stands triumphant on
the shoulders of social divisions based on
caste, gender, and religion, this disruption of
inequality is frightening. And, this is why you
are being relentlessly fed these stereotypes
so that you will continue as passive partici-
pants in the drama of the oppression of the

marginalised and the underprivileged.

Here are a few facts that might help us to
cut through the vitriol and ask some hard
questions: According to the CAG Report of
February 2019, Rs 94,036 crore of the second-
ary and higher education cess and Rs 7,298
crore of the research and development cess
remained unutilised. Where will this money
g0? The fee hike in JNU (which has led to mas-
sive protests in recent weeks, bringing down
upon our students the wrath of paramilitary
and police), ifimplemented, will lead to over
40 per cent of our students being completely
abandoned by the education system, and ren-
der JNU as one of the most expensive public
universities in the country.

Here, the question of where the taxpayer’s
money is going can be sharpened: In 2017-
18, the total expenditure on JNU was Rs 556
crore, seeing over 8,000 students through one
academic year, over a 1,000 research articles
published in reputed journals, 1,086 special
lectures being open to the public, and 4,594
MPhil and PhD dissertations being submit-
ted. Contrast this with the Rs 1,313 crore spent
on mere publicity of the central government
and its schemes. The imbalance in priorities is
crystal clear. InJNU, some 2,500 students with
fellowships pay Rs 7,500 (Rs 22.5 crore per an-
num) per month as housing allowance to the
university. In the last two years, Mphil/PhD
(especially reserved) seats have been left va-
cant, despite the Delhi High Court castigating
JNU for causing a national waste of resources.
The struggle against seat cuts now joins the
struggle against fee hike to make the same
point over and over again — the decimation
by the present government of the inclusive
and representational higher education for all.

A deeper reflection of this imbalance is
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2019,
which is really what students in JNU and
across campuses are fighting against. This
policy is nothing more than a deliberately
planned eclipse of equitable access to pub-
licly funded education. Here is why.

The setting up of the Higher Education
Funding Authority (HEFA) by this government
toreplace the University Grants Commission
(UGQ) requires that institutions of higher ed-
ucation function not on grants, but on loans
that are to be recovered through fee hikes and
other “internal resource generation”, a pseu-

The attempt to construct
stereotypes of students in
the public sphere as lazy,
good-for-nothings that want
to survive on the taxpayer’s
money is a clever sleight of
hand by the ruling party and
its offspring. Students of
research universities like
JNU are repeatedly
castigated, supposedly by a
‘taxpaying public’ for not
earning their own living and
paying fees. The argument is
that money spent on their
education is ‘a waste’. It
helps obfuscate the true
nature of education policies
by this government.

A cut above

Chief of Defence Staff should play the role of the primary military adviser

donym for placing education in the market-
place rather than at the disposal of the social
good. The vision and the methods of the NEP
2019, which is built on the fundamentals of
the HEFA, have nothing to do with universal
humanistic values that underlie education
policies in many countries where human
rights, bridging social, economic, and regional
chasms are the objectives of education at all
levels. In fact, in many of them, university ed-
ucation is free, even though the average per
capita income is far higher than in India. In
these imaginations, the subjectis defined by
her rights and her needs. Moreover, the
Constitution of India requires that education
policy provide for equitable access to publicly
funded education.

The NEP 2019, however, has little beyond
the so called “Fourth Industrial Revolution”
as the driving impetus, in which, the individ-
ualis seen as mere kindling in the fire of eco-
nomic activity. It sees no other function to ed-
ucation other than producing cheap labour
that toils away on the lowest rung of the
labour ladder. It renders complete the shift
from education as a right to education as a
commodity. In the real world, in real time,
this policy casts a highly porous net that will
benefit but a small section of the population
that can buy education from private profi-
teers, rendering even basic education an un-
affordable luxury. Increasingly, the bottom of
even the social section that believes it might
be able to afford this luxury is also falling out,
given the state of the economy where unem-
ployment is the highestin 45 years. In the ab-
sence of publicly-funded education, parents
and students will be driven in the direction
of education loans and a lifetime of indebt-
edness. This puts education out of the reach
of even the middle classes.

This is why students in universities like
JNU are at the barricades, in a movement that
is spreading like a necessary conflagration
through campuses in the country, for they
want to ensure their own rights and pay it
forward, so that coming generations can
rightfully seek solid and affordable education
instead of choosing between indebtedness
and illiteracy. We need to listen to them, now.

The writer is associate professor, Centre of
German Studies, [INU

J S SANDHU

CONSEQUENT TO PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi’s announcement from the ramparts of
Red Fort, the proposed structure for the Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) has been deliberated
upon. We should soon be seeing the first CDS
take charge. The proposed charter of the CDS,
his powers and status, etc, has been debated
intensely. One school of thought recommends
anevolutionary, incremental expansion of the
role, while some feel he should be given
greater operational control ab initio. Like many
bureaucratic approval processes, turf battles
often cloud judgements, the resistance to
change tends to only marginally alter the ex-
isting status quo. In this case, too, Service HQs
prefer to retain their powers, resources and
establishments. Hence, to avoid a dilution of
their spheres, they are in favour of the CDS tak-
ing charge of new organisations, domains,and
also to handle the integrated structures.
Existing single-service responsibilities would
remain largely undisturbed.

What should be the answer to this
dilemma? A logical appraisal is warranted:
Retention of existing warfighting structures,
while the CDS takes control of newer organi-
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sations being set up for tackling future threats,
has some merit. Development of future tech-
nologies and means to face emerging threats
in the cyber, space, missiles domain, nurturing
of Al-based platforms, usage of drones for var-
ious roles and such modern conflict realities is
indeed important. These advancements are
extremely costly, and the CDS can facilitate
optimal, cost-effective integrated develop-
ment and deployment of such structures.

Modern war and warfighting has
tremendous economic costs. Defence budg-
ets are invariably inadequate to meet the
“wishlists”, and intense prioritisation of ca-
pabilities is inevitable. The CDS can be the vi-
tal fulcrum to undertake such prioritisation
and rationalisation, and, therefore, can play
astellar role in the perspective planning and
development function. Considering the high
cost of future technology, the CDS can also
contribute towards optimisation of existing
structures. Such review of existing establish-
ments and manpower should also be an as-
signed task for him.

But should the CDS be utilised only in ca-
pability building and cost cutting, and opti-

misation measures? Future conflict situa-
tions would possibly need integrated appli-
cation of fighting formations and resources,
with unitary operational control of deployed
elements. The CDS would be better placed
for integrated employment of war fighting
potential, and therefore logically needs to be
part of the operational control chain.

In the debates on CDS, one often heard
the designated profile as “providing single-
point military advice”. National security de-
cisions are always taken after a multitude of
advisory inputs from a number of agencies,
duly analysing ramifications and end state
probabilities. The CDS is better termed as the
primary military advisor, with the service
chiefs also remaining important military ad-
visors. The CDS should not become another
interposed level between the Raksha Mantri
and the service chiefs, whose access to the
minister should remain as prevalent.

In effect, the CDS should be in charge of
newer domains and organisations, and be
well poised to optimise, cut costs and priori-
tise different service demands. He could be
an effective mentor for realising our military-

industrial power potential, and for moderni-
sation and capability enhancement. His tri-
service position makes him the most suited
driver for the integrated application of
warfighting resources and facilitates unitary
control in integrated operations. The CDS
also has a primary advisory role, and there-
fore should not be boxed into administrative
efficiency roles, but must be in the opera-
tional control chain. In the interim, the CDS
may not override the operational responsi-
bility of the service chiefs, and in due course,
his operational responsibility can expand
and become more “hands-on”.

Thus, itis clear that the CDS would play a
far more critical role in the national security
apparatus, than the three service chiefs. Our
higher defence organisation would finally
mature, and be more in tune with our rising
power ranking. From being the “firstamong
equals”,Iwould like to see the CDS graduate
to “first above the others”.

The writer was General officer Commanding
of the Indian Army’s Chinar Corps in
Kashmir. Views are personal

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Like many other countries, Pakistan too has a spotty human rights record,
but when it can speak out against the human rights violations of the Kashmiris

and the Rohingya, can it

stay

about the

silent Uighurs?”

—DAWN

Ball is in the
majority’'s court

Manufactured hate should not sway Hindu
worldview post the Ayodhya verdict

IN AN INDIAN Express article (November
15) following the Supreme Court’s Ayodhya
verdict, Rajiv Tuli, member of the RSS’s
Delhi executive, asks India’s Muslims to ask
themselves a question: “Do we want a
Bharat which represents the legacy of
Babar, Ghazni and Ghori, or do we want a
Bharat where the legacy of the nation is
represented by Lord Rama, Lord Krishna,
Dara Shikoh, Kabir and AP ] Abdul Kalam?”

What Tuli follows up with may be
viewed by Muslims as awarning: “The call
has to be taken by Muslims in Bharat and
the ball is in their court now.” He further
adds: “Any interpretation of the Babri
structure, other than... as a monument of
our slavery, will clearly indicate that Hindus
are being asked to live with a feeling of hu-
miliation.” Tuli hints of campaigns to come
when he writes: “Hindus have asked for a
peaceful return. of only three of their holy
sites (Ayodhya, Mathura and Kashi) that
were vandalised.”

Clearly, the award of 2.77 acres of con-
tested land has not quenched the thirst for
avenging history’s presumed wrongs.
India’s Muslims are expected to do more to
remove “the feeling of humiliation” that 80
per cent of Indians supposedly nurse.

Muslims must declare (even if they
don’tbelieve it) that the Babri mosque was
built to proclaim Hindu slavery, and they
must take steps of restitution for other an-
cient wrongs, starting with Mathura and
Kashi — “The ball is in their court.”

Actually, the ballis in the court of India’s
Hindus, who must ask if they will allow fur-
ther infusion in their minds of manufac-
tured hate. The immortal Tulsidas lost no
sleep when the Babri mosque was built.
That structure made not the slightest dif-
ference either to his Ram or to his
Ramcharitmanas. For centuries thereafter,
that structure failed to humiliate other
lovers of Ram and the Ramayana.

Thus, there is no record of Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya, who probably held more
Ramayana events than anyone else in his
time, saying that the Babri mosque of-
fended him and it had to go.

K M Munshi, more responsible than
anyone else for Somnath temple’s renova-
tion, was Uttar Pradesh governor for five
years, staying in Lucknow — not very far
from Ayodhya — from 1952 to 1957. He
seems to have made no demand for Babri
Masjid’s removal.

Men like Malaviya and Munshi may not
have liked the fact that the Babri mosque
was raised on or near the site that many be-
lieved was Ram’s birthplace. They may not
have liked the fact that for a long time the

Mughals ruled India, or, later, that the
British ruled India.

However, accepting history’s facts, they
did not ask for the removal of Mughal forts
and mosques, or of British palaces and
churches. Such buildings might recall past
defeats. But they were also part of India’s
assets, constructed — often impressively —
by human skill and toil. Hindus were glad
that the structures belonged to India.

Political calculation may see value in de-
stroying the assets, but where will you
stop? Will you remove the Red Fort and the
Purana Qila? The Taj? The Qutub Minar?
Will you pull down Kolkata’s Victoria
Memorial, New Delhi’s imperial structures,
and Mumbai’s Gateway of India?

It’s time for the calm Hindu to speak up,
reclaim the Hindu platform, and restore
sanity to it. For centuries, the serene confi-
dence of everyday Hindus, as also of excep-
tional Hindu figures, sprang not from how
they were treated by others, whether non-
Hindu or Hindu, but from their own peace
of mind, and their own creativity.

Loyal to their inner hearts, they were
comfortable also with fellow-inhabitants
of India and the planet. In our world’s cur-
rent season, however, headlines and mega-
phones have been seized by merchants of
anger and distortion.

History assures us that seasons change.
All Hindus who acknowledge the eternal
Ram — whois also the eternal Krishna, the
eternal Shiva, the eternal Allah, and the
eternal God — can contribute to that change
by speaking out in their circles and, where
possible, on public platforms.

They can, for one thing, register their
horror at the demotion of Ram to the status
of a national hero. The maker of the uni-
verse, the giver of life and the master of
death is greater than that.

Dear Mr Tuli, please do not bracket Lord
Ram or Lord Krishna with historical figures,
not even with extraordinary ones like Prince
Dara, Sant Kabir and President Kalam.

You need not agree with Gandhi when
he said, “The Rama whom I adore is God
himself, unborn and uncreated” (Collected
Works, 86: 427). But you cannot compel
other Hindus — or Muslims or Christians —
to declare that Rama was born in a partic-
ular spot in Ayodhya on a particular date.

You are entitled to your belief. Others
have their liberty to disagree. That is a hu-
man right, one guaranteed — so far — by
the Indian Constitution.

And, please remember, that the
Supreme Court has declared unlawful both
the sly insertion in 1949 of Ram idols into
the Babri Masjid and the 1992 destruction
of the mosque.

You have no right to ask all Hindus to
defend or celebrate these two acts which
will remain an embarrassment to
Hinduism. Only an unqualified apology by
those involved can begin to erase that
embarrassment.

The writer is research professor at Centre
for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies,
University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ISLAND CHALLENGE

THIS LETTER REFERS to the editorial,
‘Old in the new’ (IE, November 19). Sri
Lanka’s new president, Gotabaya
Rajapakasa, has promised to strengthen
ties with China. PM Narendra Modi’s
ambition to shape the Indo-Pacific great
game will fail unless he manages to
make Gotabaya play ball and keep
China at bay. Over the last two years,
India had tried to rebuild bridges with
Sri Lanka. The various meetings be-
tween Modi and Mahinda Rajapakasa,
Gotabaya's brother, mean that India will
not have to start from scratch. But the
Modi government will have to deliver
even more on economic and security
cooperation. India’s main challenge is
to deepen the economic interdepend-
ence with Sri Lanka and expand con-
nectivity initiatives. India must finalise
the Economic and Technical
Cooperation Agreement,which has
been repeatedly delayed.

P LSingh, Amritsar

DON’T GIVE IN

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Scholarship
has no religion’ (IE, November 16). It is
the beauty of Indian culture that a
Muslim professor can be appointed to
teach Sanskritin BHU. The adverse reac-
tions against the appointment must be
criticised. The university authorities
and the UP government should not bow
to these protests.

Rishabh Singh via e-mail

CHECK THE DISTRESS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A greater
ease of living’ (IE, November 20). Public
welfare schemes like subsidised food-

W

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

grain, housing, toilets, electricity, and
gas connections and access to various
financial services have had a significant
impact on the lives of the rural poor. But
agrarian distress and unemployment
among the educated youth has shrunk
the disposable income in the hands of
the rural population. The high demand
for work under MGNREGA indicates the
gloomy employment prospects.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

BE HONEST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Figure it
out’ (IE, November 20). The numbers
related to the GDP and the economy are
not encouraging. A series of efforts from
government to boost economy is not
producing results. The least the govern-
ment can do is to be transparent about
the economy. Scrapping the consump-
tion survey will not fetch the desired
results.

Bal Govind, Noida
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Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit

THAILAND
Courtremoves
maverick MP

from Parliament

Bangkok:  Thailand’s
Constitutional Courtruled
Wednesday that the mav-
erick leader of anew polit-
ical party that finished
third in a general election
inMarch violated election
laws and cannot keep his
seat in Parliament. The
court said Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit, chief
of the Future Forward
Party, violated a rule bar-
ring owners of media
firms from running for
Parliament. The court re-
jected his claim that he
sold his holdinginamedia
production company be-
fore the deadline needed
to be a candidate. The rul-
ing was expected.
Thanathorn’s party has
been a thorn in the side of
the establishment, in
whose favour the courts
have consistently ruled.

PAKISTAN
Seditioncaseon
17 students over

‘anti-Pak’ slogans

Lahore: Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province have reg-
istered a sedition case
against 17 students of the
prestigious Sindh
University for allegedly rais-
ing slogans against Pakistan
and defacing walls with
anti-government messages
during a protest. Jamshoro
police registered the case
against the students on the
complaint of Ghulam Qadir
Panhwar, the security head
of the campus. The students
rejected the allegations
against them and said they
had staged the protest
against water shortage in
the hostel.

GERMANY

Sonof German
ex-president
stabbedtodeath

Frankfurt Am Main: An as-
sailant has stabbed todeath
the son of former German
president Richard von
Weizsaecker in attack at a
Berlin hospital that left one
other person seriously in-
jured, police  said
Wednesday. The motive for
the attack on Fritz von
Weizsaecker, 59, on
Tuesday evening was un-
clear. Von Weizsaecker, a
doctor, had just delivered a
lecture on liver diseases at
the Schlosspark hospital in
the western Berlin neigh-
bourhood of
Charlottenburg when he
was stabbed, a police
spokesman said. He died at
the scene despite efforts to
save him.

IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS

Envoy says Ukraine pressure was

MEANWHILE

at Trump’s order: It was no secret

Clear quid pro quo linking White House visit for Ukraine President and probes into Dems: Sondland

PETERBAKER
NOVEMBER 20

GORDON SONDLAND, the
Republican megadonor turned
ambassador to the European
Union, told the House Intelligence
Committee on Wednesday thathe
and otheradvisers toUS President
Donald Trump pressured Ukraine
toinvestigate Democrats “because
the President directed ustodoso”.

In much-anticipated testi-
mony opening the fourth day of
public impeachment hearings,
Sondland said that he, Energy
Secretary Rick Perry and Kurt
Volker, the special envoy for
Ukraine, were reluctant to work
with Rudy Giuliani, the
President’s personal attorney, on
the pressure campaign and
agreed only at Trump’s insistence.

“Secretary Perry, Ambassador
Volker and [ worked with Mr
Rudy Giuliani on Ukraine matters
at the express direction of the
President of the United States,”
Sondland told the committee.

Britain’s Prince
Andrew to step
back from public
duties after
Epstein furore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON,NOVEMBER 20

PRINCE ANDREW on
Wednesday said he was can-
celling his public engagements,
as the outcry from the British
royal’s friendship with convicted
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein
showed no sign of abating.

Queen Elizabeth II's second
son has been under pressure
since a television interview
broadcast Saturday in which he
defended his links to the dis-
graced financier, who was found
dead in prison in August.

An increasing number of or-
ganisations and initiatives
backed by Andrew have said
they were not renewing or
would review their support be-
cause of the revelations.

Andrew, 59, said inan emailed
statement he now recognised his
links to Epstein had become a
“major disruption” to the royal
family and the charities and or-
ganisations associated withit.

“Therefore, | have asked Her
Majesty (the Queen)if Imay step
back from public duties for the
foreseeable future, and she has
given her permission,” he added.

“I continue to unequivocally
regret my ill-judged association
with Jeffrey Epstein. His suicide
has left many unanswered ques-
tions, particularly for his victims,
and [ deeply sympathise with
everyone who has been affected
and wants some form of clo-
sure,” he added.
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Gordon Sondland, US ambassador to the European Union, at
the impeachment inquiry hearing in Washington. NYT

KEY QUOTES FROM THE TESTIMONY

‘QUID PRO QUO’

“Was there a ‘quid pro quo?’
As I testified previously,
with regard to the
requested White House call
and White House meeting,
the answer is yes.”

‘EVERYONE IN LOOP’

“Everyone was in the loop
(about Trump’s Ukraine
policy). It was no secret.
Everyone was informed via
email on July 19, days before
the Presidential call.”

‘“WE FOLLOWED THE

PRESIDENT’S ORDERS’

“Secretary Perry,
Ambassador Volker and I
worked with Mr Rudy
Giuliani on Ukraine matters
at the express direction of the
President... We did not want
to work with Mr Giuliani...
We understood that if we
refused to work with Mr
Giuliani, we would lose a
very important opportunity
to cement relations between
the US and Ukraine.”

“We did not want to work with
Mr Giuliani. Simply put, we were
playing the hand we were dealt.”
With no alternative, he said, “we
followed the President’s orders.”

Sondland confirmed what has
already been known, that there
wasa clear “quid proquo” linking
a coveted White House meeting

for Ukraine’s President to the in-
vestigations Trump wanted un-
dertaken into Democrats. And he
said he was concerned about “a
potential quid pro quo” linking
$391 million in security aid sus-
pended by Trump to the desired
investigations.

Sondland acknowledged that

he told a senior Ukrainian offi-
cial that to get Trump to release
the frozen US security aid, the
Kyiv government would likely
have to publicly commit to in-
vestigating a conspiracy theory
involving Democrats in the 2016
election as well as former Vice
President Joe Biden and his son’s

ties to Burisma, a Ukrainian en-
ergy company.

But the ambassador did not
attribute that linkage to any ex-
plicit direction by Trump, instead
saying he came to that conclu-
sion on his own based on the fact
that the money had been held
up for solong. NYT

Hong Kong students’ sewer escape
thwarted as rows with UK, US grow

MARIUS ZAHARIA
& JESSIE PANG
HONG KONG, NOVEMBER 20

SOME ANTI-GOVERNMENT pro-
testers trapped inside a Hong
Kong university on Wednesday
tried to flee through the sewers,
where one student said she saw
snakes, but fireman prevented
further escape bids by blocking a
metal manhole into the system.

Reuters witnesses said fewer
than 100 protesters remained in-
side the Polytechnic University,
ring-fenced 24 hours a day by
riot police and barricades, after
more than 1,000 were arrested
from late on Monday. Some sur-
rendered while others were
grabbed in escape attempts that

Protesters look inside a swere
for an escape route. Reuters

included trying to clamber down
ropes to waiting motorbikes.
Some protesters, wearing wa-
terproof boots and carrying
torches, resurfaced inside the cam-
pus after unsuccessfully probing
the sewers — where fast-rising

Tories alter Twitter name
during debate, slammed

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 20

BRITAIN’S CONSERVATIVE Party
was accused Wednesday of try-
ing to deceive voters by changing
the name of its press office
Twitter account to “factcheckUK”
during a televised election debate
between Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and opposition Labour
Party leader Jeremy Corbyn.
Rebranded to resemble a neu-
tral fact-checking account, it
posted a series of tweets support-
ing Johnson during Tuesday’s de-
bate. Itlater reverted to the name
“CCHQ Press” and restored the
party logo toits profile.
Organisations that seek to
combat political misinforma-
tion cried foul. “It was an at-
tempt to mislead voters,” Will
Moy, chief executive of the
London-based fact-checking
website Full Fact, told the BBC.
“And I think it is inappropriate

Boris Johnson and Jeremy
Corbyn at the debate. AP

and misleading for a serious po-
litical party to behave that way.”

Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raab defended the party’s ac-
tions, saying the Twitter account
was clearly linked to the
Conservatives. “We make no
apology for having an instant re-
buttal to all the nonsense and lies
put out,” Raab told the BBC.

water levels are alsoa hazard — for
away out during the night.

Police said four people were
arrested for removing a manhole
cover outside the campus and two
climbing out. Firefighters, whom
the students let on to the campus,
were in place to stop any further
such attempts to flee, blocking the
only feasible entrance into the
sewer system in an underground
car park on the campus.

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam
has called forahumane end toa
siege that saw the most intense
clashes since the protests esca-
lated more than five months ago.

UK consulate worker
British Foreign Secretary

Dominic Raab condemned

China’s treatment of Simon

Cheng, a former employee of
Britain’s Hong Kong consulate,
who said secret police beat him
seeking information about the
protest movement. “We were
shocked and appalled by the mis-
treatment he suffered while in
Chinese detention, which
amounts to torture,” Raab said.

‘Human Rights and

Democracy Act’

The US Senate unanimously
passed the “Hong Kong Human
Rights and Democracy Act”, which
requires the secretary of state to
certify at least once a year that
Hong Kong retains enough auton-
omy to qualify for special trading
consideration and would impose
sanctions on officials responsible
for rights abuses. REUTERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

STATUE OF BUSH’S SERVICE DOG T0o GO ON DiIspPLAY

g A life-size statue of former US president George H W Bushss service dog will go on display next
month at the presidential library in College Station, Texas. Sully, a three-year-old labrador,
assisted Bush during the last six months of his life before the former president’s death in 2018
at the age of 94. The dog became famous after he was photographed next to Bushs casket.

Gotabaya to appoint
brother Mahinda as
Sri Lanka PM after

Wickremesinghe quits

SHIHAR ANEEZ
COLOMBO,NOVEMBER 20

Sri Lanka’s newly elected presi-
dent is set to name his brother
and current opposition leader
Mahinda Rajapaksa as interim
prime minister, a party
spokesman said on Wednesday,
just hours after the sitting pre-
mier said he plans to step down.

Premier Ranil
Wickremesinghe said he
planned to tender his resigna-
tion on Thursday, after his party’s
candidate lost in a presidential
election to Mahinda’s younger
brother Gotabaya Rajapaksa over
the weekend.

Mahinda Rajapaksa will be
sworn in as prime minister and
assume office on Thursday,
Keheliya Rambukwella, a
spokesman for the Mahinda-led
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP), told Reuters.

This will see two brothers
holding the top positions in the
government of Sri Lanka for the
first time in its history.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, also a
member of the SLPP, defeated the
candidate from
Wickremesinghe’s party on Nov
16.Gotabaya had earlier served as
defence chief under his brother
Mahinda, who himself served as
president from 2005-2015.

“I have decided to resign

Mahinda Rajapaksa will be
sworn in as prime minister
and assume office Thursday

from the Prime Minister’s post
to give space for the new
President to form his own gov-
ernment,” Wickremesinghe said
earlier on Wednesday.

Government leaders said a
parliamentary election is ex-
pected around April and
Mahinda is expected to be his
party’s prime ministerial
candidate.

The recent presidential elec-
tion was largely overshadowed
by Sri Lanka’s deepest economic
slump in more than 15 years,
which followed attacks on hotels
and churches on Easter Sunday
thatkilled more than 250 people.
Islamic State claimed responsi-
bility for the attacks, which dam-
aged Sri Lanka’s important
tourism sector. REUTERS

Suu Kyi to contest Rohingya
genocide case at world court

SHOON NAING
YANGON,NOVEMBER 20

AUNG SAN Suu Kyi will appear
before the International Court of
Justice (IC]) to contest a case filed
by Gambia accusing Myanmar of
genocide against its Rohingya
Muslim minority, her govern-
ment said on Wednesday.

More than 730,000 Rohingya
have fled to Bangladesh since a
2017 crackdown by Myanmar’s
military, which UN investigators
say was carried out with “genoci-
dalintent”. Myanmar denies accu-
sations of genocide.

LEIBERMAN REFUSES TO BACK NETANYAHU, GANTZ

Israel likely to hold unprecedented
third election in less than a year

ARONHELLER
JERUSALEM,NOVEMBER 20

ISRAELI KINGMAKER politician
Avigdor  Lieberman  on
Wednesday refused to endorse a
candidate for prime minister,
pushing the country toward a
new election for the third time in
less than a year.

Lieberman’s comments came
ahead of a midnight deadline for
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s rival, Benny Gantz,
to form a coalition. Without
Lieberman, Gantz appears unable
to secure the required majority in
parliament to be prime minister.

If Israel is forced into a third
election, it would be entering un-
charted waters, with opinion
polls already predicting a very
similar deadlock. Butanew cam-
paign could benefit the embat-

Avigdor Lieberman heads a
small ultranationalist party

tled Netanyahu, who is expected
to be indicted on corruption
charges in the coming weeks.
Netanyahu would be best-posi-
tioned to fight any charges from
the prime minister’s office.

Lieberman, who heads asmall
secular, ultranationalist party;, trig-
gered the September election af-
ter refusing to join Netanyahu’s
coalition following earlier elec-
tions in April. AP

EXPLAINED

Graft charges may
change next polls

WITH NETANYAHU and Gantz
unable to get the support
needed to form a government
with the deadline looming, a
third election within a span of
12 months is looming on Israel.
Polls indicate yet another
deadlock between Netanyahu
and Gantz even after that elec-
tion. However, if Netanyahu is
indicted on corruption charges
before that, as is expected, it
could deal a blow to his
chances at the ballot box.

US CONGRESSWOMAN WRITES TO JUDGES ASKING FOR ‘A SYSTEM OF COMPASSION TO BE APPLIED’ IN HIS SENTENCING

Man who threatened to shoot Ilhan Omar pleads guilty, she calls for

ED SHANAHAN
NOVEMBER 20

IT BEGAN with a hate-filled call
to Representative Ilhan Omar’s
Washington office in March, of-
ficials said.

“Do you work for the Muslim
Brotherhood?” Patrick W Carlineo
Jrasked amember of Omar’s staff
on that call,according toa criminal
complaint. “Why are you working
for her, she’s a (expletive) terror-
ist. Somebody ought to put a bul-
letin her skull. Backin the day, our
forefathers would have putabul-
letin her (expletive).”

“I'll putabulletin her (exple-
tive) skull,” the staff member
alsorecalled Carlineo, 55, saying,
according to the complaint.

On Monday, Carlineo, of
Addison, New York, pleaded
guilty to threatening to kill Omar,
a Minnesota Democrat and one
of the first Muslim women
elected to Congress, and to pos-
sessing guns illegally.

Omar responded to
Carlineo’s guilty plea in Federal
District Court in Buffalo by urg-
ing leniency when he is sen-
tenced. In a letter she posted on
Twitter on Tuesday, Omar ad-
dressed the judge who will sen-

epaper H.ﬂ-ﬁ:).‘- 55. COM

tence him, asking “for a system
of compassion to be applied”.
“Threatening assassination of
a public official in our country is
dangerous to both the individual
and our republic,” Omar wrote,
describing the crimes that
Carlineo admitted to as “grave”
and adding that “threats of po-
litical violence and hate speech”
were “not unique” to him.
“They are an increasing fea-
ture in our public sphere,” Omar,
a Somali refugee whose family
received asylum in the United
States when she was a teenager,
added. “We will not defeat it
with anger and exclusion. We

will defeat it with compassion.”

Amember of her party’s pro-
gressive wing, Omar — the first
woman to wear a hijab on the
House floor — has been de-
nounced in some quarters, in-

IThan Omar was
among four
freshman
lawmakers who
Trump said
should “go
back” to the
countries they
came from. NYT

cluding by some Democrats, for
embracing the boycott-Israel
movement and criticizing sup-
porters of the Jewish state.

She has also emerged as a
frequent foil for President

Donald Trump. She was among
four female freshman lawmak-
ers who Trump said in July
should “go back” to the coun-
tries they came from.

In an interview with the FBI
at his home about a week after
he called Omar’s office, Carlineo
described himself as a patriot
who loved Trump and hated
“radical Muslims in our govern-
ment”, the criminal complaint
says. He also told an FBI agent
that he believed Omar sup-
ported Islamic militant groups,
such as Hamas and the Muslim
Brotherhood, and that her elec-
tion to Congress was illegitimate.

In the interview, the com-
plaint says, he acknowledged
calling Omar’s office and said
that he knew why the FBI, which
investigated the matter with the
US Capitol Police, was interested
in talking to him.

Shown an email containing
the text of the call, he initially
denied that the words were his,
but later “went on to say that he
may have said something” sim-
ilar, the complaint says. (He had
left his name and contact infor-
mation with Omar’s staff, the
complaint says).

About a week later, authori-
ties found a loaded .45-caliber

Suu Kyi will
Myanmar’s
teamto
The Hague

“Myanmar has retained
prominent international lawyers
to contest the case submitted by
Gambia,” the ministry for state
counselor Suu Kyi’s office said.
“The State Counselor; in her capac-
ity as Union Minister for Foreign
Affairs, will lead a team to the
Hague, Netherlands, to defend the
national interest of Myanmar at
theIC],” it said. REUTERS

Israeli strikes
kill 11 ‘fighters’
in Syria: monitor

Jerusalem: The Israeliarmy carried
out a “wide-scale” attack against
Iranian forces and Syrian army tar-
getsin Syria Wednesday, killing at
least 11 “fighters”, the Israeli Army
and a monitoring group said.

Inarare confirmation of their
operations in Syria, the Israeli
army said they carried out dozens
onstrikes against the [ranian elite
Quds Force and the Syrian mili-
tary, in response to four rockets
fired at Israel a day before.

At least 11 “fighters” were
killed in the strikes, said UK-based
monitoring group the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

Sevenwere foreigners, its head
Rami Abdel Rahman said, though
he could not confirm whether
they were all [ranian.

Iran has fought alongside
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s
forces in the country’s civil war,
heightening Israeli concern over
the presence of its arch foe along
its border. PTI

leniency

handgun, three rifles, two shot-
guns and hundreds of rounds of
ammunition at Carlineo’s home,
prosecutors said. Because of a
1998 felony conviction, he is pro-
hibited from owning a firearm.

Carlineo is scheduled to be
sentenced on Feb 14. He faces up
to 10 years in prison. He remains
free until sentencing under con-
ditions that include a curfew and
a restriction against travelling
outside western New York.

Barbara Burns, a spokes-
woman for the US Attorney’s
Office in Buffalo, declined to
comment on Omar’s sentencing
request. NYT




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,NOVEMBER 21,2019

17 EcoNOMY

SENSEX: 40,651.64 A 18194 NIFTY:11,999.10 A 59.00 NIKKEI: 23,148.57 ¥ 144.08 HANG SENG: 26,889.61 ¥ 204.19 FTSE:7250.75 ¥ 73.05 DAX:13,126.96 ¥ 94.16

TAXATION WATCH

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

FOLLOWING DELAY in com-
pensation payout by Centre
for the August-September pe-
riod, Opposition-ruled states
on Wednesday asked for the
immediate payment of pend-
ing dues under goods and
services tax (GST) regime and
an extension for the compen-
sation period beyond 2022.
In a joint statement, five
states/UTs — Kerala, West
Bengal, Delhi, Rajasthan,
Punjab — said they are facing
“acute pressure” on their fiscal
situation due to the delayed
payment from Centre. “No ex-
planation whatsoever has
been furnished for this delay
of nearly one month. As a re-
sult, states are facing acute
pressure on fiscal, some al-
ready resorting to ways and
means or even overdrafts,”
said the statement signed by
the five state FMs who at-
tended the meeting of the
Empowered Committee of
State Finance Ministers.
West Bengal FM Amit
Mitra said the pending
amount for the state is at Rs
1,500 crore, while Kerala FM
Thomas Isaac said the state
was supposed to get Rs 1,600
crore. Punjab FM Manpreet
Singh Badal said his state is
awaiting Rs 2,100 crore as

INTERMS OF GROWTH in
employment on an annual
basis, it was 2.5 per centin
2015-16,4.1 per cent in
2016-17 and 3.9 per cent
and 2.8 per centin 2017-18
and 2018-19, respectively.
Hence, there has been a
slowdown in growth in the
last 2 years after a sharp
recovery in 2016-17,
according to the study

HIGHEST GROWTH was in
the NBFC segment, which
has added more from 2016-
17 onwards as the sector
also witnessed sharp
growth in business

CORE INDUSTRIES have
witnessed virtually
negative growth in
headcount, with crude oil
just about maintaining the
employment level

THE TOP 10 SECTORS
covering 895 companies
with employment of 4.70
million in 2018-19
accounted for three fourth
of the total employment of

(GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

Five state ministers
to FM: ‘Facing acute

pressure on fiscal’
because of GST dues

compensation while arrears
stand at Rs 2,000 crore, while
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia the GST com-
pensation due to Delhi is Rs
2,355 crore.

As per publicly available
central government data, the
Centre has collected Rs 56,801
crore in April-October and
paid out Rs 45,744 crore for the
April-July period, leaving Rs
11,057 crore in their kitty as-
suming no payment has hap-
pened yet to any of the states
for August-September.

[saac later in a tweet said,
“If Centre is fearing serious
shortfallin GST compensation
cess collection compared to
requirements, answer is not
defaulting payments to states.
Solutionis simple. Borrow the
excess requirement and ex-
tend the cess beyond 5 year
compensation period till loans
arerepaid.” The current delay
has shaken the confidence of
the States who have so far sup-
ported GST, Isaac added.

State FMs in their state-
ment “appealed to Union FIM
tolookinto the matter person-
ally and release the compen-
sation without any further de-
lay”, suggesting that the matter
should be taken up in the next
meeting of the GST Council
and “a healthy mechanism be
evolved to provide compensa-
tionin future with due urgency
and judiciousness.”

‘Employment gfowth has slowed
in last two years’

The employment growth in the country has slowed down in the last two years,
to 3.9 per centin 2017-18 and 2.8 per cent in 2018-19 as the core industries have
witnessed, virtually, a negative growth in hiring, as per a Care Ratings study

THE IDEAL SITUATION
Ideally, it observed that the

rate of growth in employment

should link with growth in
gross domestic product,
which is the broadest

indicator of economic growth

50%
The share of
employment
in services

the sample companies

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH
has not been commensurate
with GDP growth witha
difference of 4.2 per centin
CAGR during this period
CONSUMER-ORIENTED
INDUSTRIES showed a

varied pattern, like in the
agricultural and durable
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NEW NORM TO BE APPLICABLE FROM JANUARY 1

Sebito listed firms: Disclose default
details within 24 hrs from 30th day

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on
Wednesday tightened the norms
forlisted companies on disclosure
of loan defaults.

As per the new norms, in case
of default in repayment of princi-
ple orinterest onloans beyond 30
days, listed companies will have
to disclose the “fact of such a de-
fault” within 24 hours.

“Theboard has decided thatin
case of any default in repayment
of principle and interest on loans
from banks or financial institu-
tions which continues beyond 30
days from the pre-agreed pay-
ment date, listed entities shall
promptly, but not later than 24
hours from the 30th day, disclose
the fact of such default,” said Sebi
ina statement.

The new norm will be appli-
cable to listed firms from January
1,2020.

Sebi Chairman Ajay Tyagi said

yecuritie

Sebi Chairman Ajay Tyagi at the market regulator’s
headquarters in Mumbai on Wednesday. Pradip Das

EXPLAINED

o]
Investors
to benefit

WITH THE new default
disclosure norms for pub-
licly traded firms, the po-
tential risks to a firm will
be known to investors
and lenders of the com-
pany. Investors can,asa
result, take informed in-
vestment decisions based
on these disclosures.

that this move will ensure “better
disclosure and transparency.”
Thedecision has been taken toad-
dress the gapsin the availability of
information with respect to de-
faults, Sebi said.

“The objective of new default
disclosure is to get more openness

to help investors,” said Tyagi. He
also said that the new default dis-
closure norms have been set in
consultation with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). “One day de-
fault disclosure was not agreed to
by the board. This scheme of 30
days is implementable,” Tyagi

said, referring to an earlier pro-
posal of making aloan default dis-
closure within a day of default.

In the past one year, several
firms have defaulted onloans and
the late disclosures of such de-
faults have led to erosion of wealth
for investors.

‘No deadline extension for splitting post of CMD’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said on
Wednesday it will not extend the
timeline to comply withits new
rule that mandates a split in the
post of chairman and managing
director of a company and also
bars relatives from holding key
jobsinacompany.

In May 2018, Sebi asked the

FINDINGS

The study revealed
that aggregate
headcount increased
at3.3 per cent
annually between
2014-15 and 2018-19,
thatis over a four-year
period

O/ employ
42 .49 e
share was from three
service industries while
the balance was from
manufacturing (30 per
cent) and agriculture
(3 per cent)

goods there hasbeena
decelerationin
employment while there
has been an increase for
FMCG and textiles albeit ata
lower than sample average
of 3.3 per cent

of 1,938 companies spread
across all sectors

ROLE OF RERA IN REVIVAL OF REAL ESTATE SECTOR UNDER THE SPECIAL STRESSED FUND WINDOW

top 500 listed companies to split
the post of chairman and manag-
ing director by April 2020. Sebi’s
decision came after the recom-
mendations of the Uday Kotak-led
panel on corporate governance.
At present, several listed firms
have integrated the two positions
as CMD (chairman-cum manag-
ing director) that overlap the
board and management in some
cases, which could cause conflict
of interest. Anumber of such firms
have requested the Centre and

Sterling and Wilson shares plunge 49% in 8

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

SHARES OF Sterling and Wilson
Solar (SWSL), promoted by
Shapoorji Pallonji and Company
(SPCPL) and Khurshed Y
Daruvala, have tanked 49.33 per
cent to Rs 283.75 in the last eight
sessions on the stock exchanges
amid concerns over loan repay-
ment by the company.

On Wednesday, the stock de-
clined by another 1.78 per cent af-
ter the company clarified that
“there is absolutely no reduction
sought in the inter-company loan

Sebi to review this norm.

However, Sebi Chairman Ajay
Tyagion Wednesday said the reg-
ulator has given “sufficient time”
to firms to understand the rule
and plan for it. “Extending the
time will only mean that they(the
companies) don’t want to do it.”
Tyagi said the idea of splitting the
positionis to bring about a balance
in power and decision making as
the leader of the management
will be different from the board’s
leader.

The regulator said a Sebi group
islookinginto the classification of
promoter, promoter group and
entity in control and will soon
submit its views on theissue. “Itis
an issue that needs to be looked
into,” Tyagi said.

Apart from this Tyagi also said
that it is studying the request of
the National Stock Exchange toal-
lowittolaunchaninitial public of-
fering (IPO). In May, Sebi barred
the NSE from accessing the secu-
rities market for six months.

On Wednesday, the stock declined by another 1.78
per cent after the company clarified “there is
absolutely no reduction sought in the inter-
company loan by the promoters from the company”

by the promoters from the com-
pany as mentioned in various
media coverages”. The stock is
now trading at a discount of 63.6
per cent below the IPO price of Rs
780 per share.

The Shapoorji Pallonji group, a
leading construction group, holds
over 18 per cent stake in Tata
Sons, the holding company of the

Essel Group to sell
16.5% stake in Zee

Mumbai: The Essel Group, the
promoter of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises (ZEEL), will sell a
16.5 per cent stake in the media
firm to financial investors in a
block deal.

The proceeds of the sale trans-
action will be used to repay loan
obligations to the lenders of the
group with whom the shares are
currently pledged, the company
said on Wednesday.

Following the transaction,
Essel Group’s overall holding in

Zee Entertainment will be 5 per
cent, out of which encumbered
holdings of the group will be 1.1
per cent . Punit Goenka will con-
tinue as managing director and
chief executive officer of ZEEL post
the stake sale, sources said.

OFI Global China Fund, a sub-
sidiary of the American financial
investment firm Invesco
Oppenheimer  Developing
Markets Fund, will pickup 2.3 per
cent outof the 16.5 per cent stake
sale.FE

Tata group.

On November 14, SWSL in-
formed the stock exchanges that
the promoters had requested the
board of directors of the company
to consider a revised repayment
schedule for the balance out-
standing amount which was re-
duced toRs 2,341 crore (principal
amount of Rs 2,085 crore and in-
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Portfolio management
scheme limit hiked

to 350 lakh, networth
requirement to 5 cr

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on
Wednesday decided toraise the
minimum investment amount
of clients for portfolio manage-
ment schemes (PMS) to Rs 50
lakh from the earlier Rs 25 lakh.

Besides, it has decided to
increase the networth require-
ment of portfolio managers
to Rs 5 crore from Rs 2 crore,
Sebi Chairman Ajay Tyagi
told reporters after the board

meeting.
The regulator has also ex-
tended the Business

Responsibility Report (BRR) re-
quirement to top 1,000 compa-
nies, from 500 currently.

The regulator has also re-
duced the time taken to process
arightsissue to T+31 days from
T+55 days earlier and made
Application Supported by
Blocked Amount (ASBA) facility
mandatory for investors apply-
ing to arights issue.

Sushant Bhansali, chief ex-
ecutive officer, Ambit Asset
Management, said: “Sebi’s pro-
posals (on PMS) will immensely
help both the asset manage-
ment industry as well as in-
vestors. The ticket size increase
should resultin additional AUM
from first time investors as we
expect very few investors to not
consider PMS funds due to the
limit enhancement. Investment
avenues such as mutual funds
and advisory platforms con-
tinue to be available for the Rs
25-50 lakh bracket investors.

terest Rs 256 crore) as on
September 30, 2019 “due to the
significant and rapid deteriora-
tion in the credit markets” creat-
ing a significant liquidity crisis,
which was unforeseeable. It also
cited the lesser than expected re-
alization from the IPO, given that
the amountrealised from the IPO
was Rs 2,850 crore before ex-
penses and taxes as compared to
Rs4,500 crore as initially contem-
plated.

According to the company’s
stock exchange filing, the promot-
ers further stated that SPCPL will
endeavour to reduce the out-
standing loan by Rs 1,000 crore

EXPORT INCENTIVE SCHEMES

India appeals against WTO panel ruling

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

INDIA HAS appealed againstarul-
ing of the WTQO’s dispute settle-
ment panel, which held that cer-
tain provisions of the domestic
exportincentive initiatives are in-
consistent with global trade
norms, an official said.

The dispute was filed by the
US, which has challenged five
such initiatives  namely
Merchandise Export from India
Scheme (MEIS), Export Oriented

Units (EOU), Electronics Hardware
Technology Parks (EHTP), Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) and Export
Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG).
The USasserted that these ini-
tiatives harm its companies by
creating an uneven playing field.
Areportby the dispute settle-
ment panel found that these
schemes were in violation of the
WTO agreements for providing
prohibited export subsidies.
“India has filed an appeal
against the panel’s report, which
was released on October 31,” the
official said. The pleawas made in

REVISED RULES

B The regulator has also
extended the Business
Responsibility Report
(BRR) requirement to
top 1,000 companies,
from 500 currently

M The regulator has also
reduced the time taken
to process arights issue
to T+31 days from T+55
days earlier and made
Application Supported
by Blocked Amount
facility mandatory for
investors applyingtoa
rights issue

The other measures announced
will improve transparency and
build faith in the investing
space.”

“The net worth increase
might reduce the turnover from
fund management teams to
start their own ventures,
thereby enhancing stability for
investors and investment man-
agers,” he said.

Ashish Shanker, head-in-
vestment advisory, Motilal
Oswal  Private  Wealth
Management, said, “The Sebi
announcement is positive.
Moving the investment to Rs 50
lakh will ensure larger net
worth clients who have the
ability to work with an advisor
to evaluate better will come into
portfolio management
schemes. The increase in net-
worth will ensure serious play-
ers remain in the business.”

SesSsS10Ns

fromthe level as of the date of list-
ing, by December 31, 2019. The
board took note of the letter and
authorised the Audit Committee
of the board to work with the pro-
moters to draw up a plan by
December 31,2019, for repayment
of the balance amounts, it said.
“The board has also decided
tolevy an additional interest rate
of 50 basis points over the current
interest rate being applied to the
said outstanding loan, taking the
applicable interest payable to 100
basis points per annum which is
above the weighted average in-
terest rate on borrowings of the
company,” the filing said.

the appellate body of the World
Trade Organization’s (WTO) dis-
pute settlement mechanism.
The US has dragged India to
the WTO under Article 27 of the
organisation’s Agreement on
Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures (SCM), which also pro-
vides for special and differential
treatment to developing countries
like India. At the time when the
agreement came into force, devel-
oping countries with over $1,000
per capita gross national income
were provided eight years to bring
down their export subsidies.

‘Firms can carry out due diligence on balance sheets, registrations till the fund is established’

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NOIDA, NOVEMBER 20

WELCOMING THE stress fund
of Rs 25,000 earmarked by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman recently for kick-
starting stalled housing proj-
ects, the UP Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (RERA)is
now awaiting guidelines for its
implementation.

UP RERA Chairman Rajive
Kumar highlighted the role of
financial instruments and
RERA’s importance vis-a-vis
the stress fund, at The Indian
Express Round Table
Conference (IE RTC) on
Tuesday. The Chairman’s ad-
dress was followed by a panel
discussion on ‘Role of RERA in
revival of real estate sector un-
der the special fund window’,

moderated by Sandeep
Singh, Associate Editor, The
Indian Express.

“For various reasons finan-
cial institutions have moved
away from funding housing
projects. Private equities are in-
terested in buying commer-
cially viable spaces. In NBFCs,
we can see a domino effect and
slowly that funding is drying
up. In this environment, a fabu-
lous announcement was made
by Honourable FM that a stress
fund of Rs 25,000 will be cre-
ated of which Rs 10,000 crore
will come from government
and the rest from LIC and SBI.
From broad contours an-
nounced, viable projects not in
court of law will be consid-
ered,” said Rajive Kumar.

According to UP RERA chief,
till the fund is established and
the guidelines are curated, the
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organisations can carry out due
diligence with regards to bal-
ance sheets and registrations.
The RERA has urged that proj-
ects that wish to avail the fund-
ing must be registered with the
Authority and that the window
is still open for those builders
that are yet to do so.
Highlighting the woes of the
industry, Balvinder Kumar,

(From left to right) Signature Global MD Ravi Agarwal,
Gulshan Homz director Deepak Kapoor, UP RERA Chairman
Rajive Kumar, UP RERA Member Balvinder Kumar, Gaursons
MD Manoj Gaur and ATS Infrastructure Chairman &
Managing Director Getamber Anand at the IE Round Table
Conference in Noida on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

Member UP RERA, said at the
panel discussion that “A large
number of buyers are going to
NCLT and are sabotaging the
process. Institutions like RERA
are becoming helpless and we
are hoping that the govern-
ment will come up with a solu-
tion. The real task of RERA will
start when detailed guidelines
are issued. India’s major real es-
tate problems are in NCR.”

He further said that a size-
able number of flats in this re-
gion were stuck at various lev-
els. “We are hoping that in the
next 2-3 months when things
are ironed out, we will begin to
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see positive results,” he said.
According to Manoj Gaur,
MD, Gaursons, “There will be
positive changes after the fund.
If the finance is available like it
was before and the miscalcu-
lated charges by the authority
are regulated, things will get
better. Often projects are ready
or are near completion, but
there is no NOC by the
Authorities. Several such flats
are situated in Noida and
Greater Noida. Two crucial re-
ports are being awaited which
will make the process easier.”
The developers hailed
RERA'’s role as a “big brother”
which provides a feasible envi-
ronment for real estate devel-
opment. “Often there is mis-
trust between government
officers, bureaucrats and the
real estate industry. Several
questions are put on the real es-

tate sector. RERA and other or-
ganisations have highlighted
the fact that the government
needs to listen to the real estate
industry and have acted as an
elder brother in this regards,”
said Deepak Kapoor, director,
Gulshan Homz.

Also present at the panel
discussion was Ravi Agarwal,
Signature Global MD, while
the vote of thanks was deliv-
ered by Getamber Anand
(CMD, ATS Group).

The State Bank of India
Capital Venture will be carry-
ing out the due diligence before
disbursing funds to stressed
projects and a guideline for the
same is expected soon. The
projects are only eligible if their
net worth positive and that
they are registered with RERA,
according to the Finance
Ministry.
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RuchiSoya: NCLAT
rejectsDBSplea

New Delhi: The NCLAT has
dismissed the plea of DBS
Bank, a dissenting financial
creditor of Ruchi Soya, chal-
lenging the distribution of
proceeds from the bid by
Patanjali Ayurveda.

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

INSURANCE regulator IRDAI has
said licensed surveyors are not
mandatory for settling any claims
in the line of business (LoB) like
claims under insurance policies
including travel and personal ac-
cident covers, aviation hull insur-
ance, motor, health and cyber in-
surance policies.

Nadella tops

Fortune list

New York: Microsoft CEO
Satya Nadella has occupied
the top spot in Fortune’s
Businessperson of the Year

2019 list. According toIRDAI, any claims,

in respect of loss or damage to

T : crop, trees, plantations and forests

Cltl Ind Ia head which are covered by the govern-
[ ] [ ] ,

Jhaven retlres ment sponsored schemes and

claims under policies of motor ve-
hicle insurance where the claimis
on account of theft or injury or
death to third parties, cannow be
settled without mandatorily in-
volving a certified surveyor.

The insurer normally sends a
surveyor or a loss assessor to de-

New Delhi: Pramit Jhaveri,
the former country head of
Citi India, has taken an early
retirement from Citi after
spending close to four
decades at the bank in vari-
ous capacities, sources said.

RIL m-capnears
<I10L crmark

New Delhi: The market valu-
ation of Reliance Industries,
the country’s most valued
firm, is fast nearing the Rs 10
lakh crore mark, surpassing
British energy major BP Plc.
At the close of trade on
Wednesday, the company’s
market valuation or market
capitalisation (m-cap) rose
toRs9,80,699.59 crore ($136
billion). BP Plc’s m-cap was
at$130billion in pre-market
trade at the NYSE. PTI

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE MINISTRY of Power
Wednesday said that it expects
demand for electricity produced
by thermal power stations to
improve starting this month, fol-
lowing a drop in generation
from renewable energy sources.

“Now the monsoon and
windy season is over, the gener-
ation from hydro and wind has
started reducing. Thus, from
November 2019 till March 2020

Dakshin Gujarat Vij Co. Ltd,
CIN L0103, 2003560042900
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Install MCRELCE/RCEE & Prevent Electric Shocks/Electrical Accldents

CENTRE (ORSAC)
Department of Science & Technology,
Government of Odisha

Plot no. 45/48, Jayadev Vihar, Near Gopabandhu
Academy of Administration, Unit-16, Bhubaneswar

ORSAC RFP No. 15/2019

RFP (TENDER) FOR SELECTION OF FIRMS TO
UNDERTAKE DGPS/ETS SURVEY OF MINING LEASE
AREA.

Odisha Space Applications Centre (ORSAC) invites sealed
bids from eligible firms to undertake DGPS/ETS survey of
mining lease area.

Experienced and established firms are invited to submit
their RFP (Tender) in the prescribed formats. The complete
RFP document can be downloaded from the following
websites: www.orsac.gov.in and www.odisha.gov.in.

CAD-603

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

28007/11/0014/1920

i ODISHA SPACE APPLICATIONS

KARNATAKA STATE
r Yy WAREHOUSING CORPORATION

'EI‘J‘:E';J Bhayvan Buld ng’, dth & L Floor, Balary Road,
Heboal, Bengalury - 3650 024, Tet (80-224158
Fac 080-23415672 Waliiln: www kamatakastslewaehosrg cam

Mo KSWLITECHTENDER-BRE151/20189-20

DATE: 200112099 |

SHORT TERM "e' -TENDER

tenders 10 25.11.2019 upto 10.00 A.M.

OIFRD DA T2E2078-20

The online e-tenders were invited from the manufacturers |
af lomry weighbridges for Instafiation of 60 MTs Electranic|
Larry Welgh bridges at State warehouse (1)Maddur, |
(2} Malur{irabanahalli}, (3] Devihosur {Havearj,|
(4} Machenahalli, {5) Bagalakole U-3, (6) Koppalal
(Gulacahalliy and (7)) Kadajji {Davanagere} at Govt e-proc
porial Indent Mo, KSWC2019.200ND-166. The e-proc Im?.g
changed the last dale at e-proc portal for submission of |

Managing Director, KSWE. |

-

Ly T

TENDER CALL NOTICE
“ws Office of the D.G & I.G. of
o Police, Odisha, Cuttack

1 Sealed tenders are invited from the Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEM) or their Authorized Agent / Authorized
Dealer for supply of Tyre, Tube, Flaps, Batteries, Hood and
Side Flaps to Odisha Police M.V fleet during the Current
Financial Year 2019-20.

2. Name of Items along with detail technical Specifications,
probable requirement of Tyre, Tube, Flaps, Batteries, Hood
and Side Flaps may be seen from the Web site of the
Odisha Police i.e. www.odishapolice.gov.in and in Govt.
of. Odisha website i.e. www.odisha.gov.in. The quantity
may vary during indent of the items depending upon
budgetary allocation.

3. Date of issue of Tender documents from dtd.22.11.2019 at
10.00 AM to dtd. 12.12.2019 Upto 5.00 PM.

4. Last date for receipt of sealed Tender on dtd. 13.12.2019 up
to 5.00 PM.

5. Date for opening of sealed Tenders / Technical Bids on dtd.
17.12.2019 at 11.30 AM at the Office of the
Communication Range Office, Tulsipur, Cuttack.

A.L.G. of Police (Provisioning),
Odisha, Cuttack.

12018/11/0024/1920 (Tender Calling Authority)

An insurer normally sends a loss assessor or surveyor
to determine the damage when a claimis lodged

termine the damage whenaclaim
islodged. The surveyorand loss as-
sessors are expected to observe the
damage and submit their report
aboutitindependentof the insurer
and the insured. In a notification
on Tuesday, Sujay Banarjee,
Member (Distribution), IRDAI,
said the regulator hasenlarged the
exemptions of some more portfo-
lios where use of a surveyoris not
mandatory now. However, indus-
try sources said that in segments
like fire and engineering, the gen-
eral insurers will have to continue
the mandatory practice of ap-
pointing a surveyor to settle any
claims which are above Rs 50,000.

IRDAI has exempted claims
under policies in respect of which

the electricity demand will
largely be met from thermal
power stations,” stated the min-
istry. Itadded that the plantload
factor (PLF) — the measure of a
power plant’s output compared
to its maximum capacity — of
thermal power stations for
2019-20 would improve to
around 60 per cent “as per the
target.”

Demand for thermal power
has reduced as a result of addi-
tional renewable capacity, but
the overall demand for power
had increased this year, said

documentary evidence of the
value of lossis available in the form
of police reports, short-landing or
non-delivery certificates issued by
port trusts, railways or other pub-
lic or semi-government authori-
ties, claimsinrespect of which ex-
cise authorities give a certificate for
dutiable items and sling loss clai-
ms certified by harbour authoriti-
esare now exempted frominvolv-
ing a surveyor for settling claim.

It has also exempted claims of
general average under marine
policies, claims under policies of
motor vehicle insurance where
the claim is on account of theft or
injury or death to third parties.
Claims under health insurance
policies including travel and per-

From November 2019
till March 2020 the
electricity demand will
largely be met from
thermal power stations,
the Power Ministry said

Minister of State for Power and
New and Renewable Energy RK
Singh.

“We have brought flexibili-
sation and took major steps to

motor, aviation policy claims: IRDAI

sonal accident covers are also ex-
empted. Claims under workmen'’s
compensation/ benefit policies
under the Employees Compensat-
ion (Amendment) Act, 2009 or
similar Actand claims under pub-
licliability policies, including third
party liability, professional indem-
nity, products liability and per-
sonal liability except where liabil-
ity arising out of property damage
or defect to physical property
[goods are involved are also ex-
empted frominvolving a surveyor
It has also exempted claims
under aviation hull insurance poli-
cies and cyber insurance policies,
claims under money insurancein-
cluding cashin transit policiesand
all risks and burglary insurance
policies on personal effects and
jewellery. Claimsinrespect ofloss
or damage to crop, trees, planta-
tions and forests which are cov-
ered by government sponsored
Schemes are also exempted.

reduce inefficiency in the sector.
We have added renewable,
therefore, dependency on ther-
mal has reduced but overall
power demand has increased as
compared to last year,” he said
in a tweet Wednesday. “The pe-
riod April-October 2019 saw the
highest growth in hydroelectric-
ity generationin five years at 16
per cent. Renewable energy
generation grew by five per cent
in the same period. Naturally,
this reduced load on coal or
thermal power plants,” he
added. Green power now con-

Surveyors notrequired for health, RCEP did notaddress issues,

concerns of India, says Goyal

BUSINESS FORUM

DY HAMIC REGIOMNE: A S10 TRILLION CRPORTLUMNITY I

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE GOVERNMENT told Lok
Sabha on Wednesday that it did
not join the mega free trade agree-
ment RCEP as the grouping did
notaddress the outstanding issues
and concerns of India.
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal in a written reply to the
House said during the third RCEP
Summit on November 4 in
Bangkok, India stated that the cur-
rent structure did not reflect its
guiding principles or address the
outstanding issues and concerns
of India, in the light of which India
did not join the deal. The Regional
Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP)bloccomprised 10
ASEAN members and their six FTA
partners. Meanwhile, former
Australian PM Tony Abbott said he
would be cautious about RCEP as
the mega free trade agreement
“does look like a trade arm” of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

Post monsoon, demand for thermal power to go up: PowerMin

tributes to around 27.3 per cent
of the country’s overall power
mix, compared with 19.6 per
cent during 2015-16.

The minister added that de-
mand for power fell in October
due to a 35 per cent increase in
rainfall, which had dampened
agricultural demand for power.

Data from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry as well
as Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) shows that electricity
generation in September, too,
had contracted.

CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
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WAREHOLSING FOR EVERYOMNE

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender Mo, CWCS-PCM M RER 2019 Dated : 21.11.2089
Contral ¥a ':-hnrmn,; Corporatian, a Schedule-4, Mind FEaina Categoey-,
CPSE, invites arding Lid for the following Cansultancy work=-

streameming Human BeLource practkess m Central Warchawsing

Corparition by internal improvement jpurney to comphy with the practioes
dgairst Batudily Lepel-2 ax ped Pagple Capabifiby Balurity  Plidel
[P-CTENT").
For details, pleaze wisit Tenders sectien of CWOS welbizite
WWW LEWATOLMIT. N or webyile www.owceprocure.com from
217 Newembinr JO15 1100 Hirs aivear] s
Mote : Last dat= {or deenlcading of Terder Dooument for the wark iy
12" Decambsar 2019 updo 1800 Hrs and last dais for subenistion of anling
feds iz 12" December 201 Supto 2 359 Hrs
5df- Deputy Genaral Manager [Persannel)
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Biomedical Research Department of Health Research,
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India

Date: 19-11-2019

N »

e-rrocurement mode only

Online bids are invited by the Director ICMR-National Animal Resource
Facility for Biomedical Research, Genome Valley, Kolthur (P.O),
Shamirpet (M), Hyderabad, Telangana-500101 in two bid system from
reputed suppliers / authorized dealers / manufacturing companies of
Indian / Foreign origin, for the supply of Scientific Equipment/ Instruments
ISystems. For details such as specifications, terms and conditions,
procedure to be followed and tender documents, please visit website
www.narfbr.org; https://www.icmr.nic.in; https://eprocure.gov.in.
Bids shall be submitted online only at CPPP (website: 5.00 PM on
10" December, 2019. The received Technical Bids will be opened at 11.00
AMon 12" December 2019.

Place : Hyderabad Sd/- DIRECTOR-IN-CHARGE

Genome Valley, Kolthur (P.0), Shamirpet (M), Hyderabad, Telangana - 500101

PFC CONSULTING LIMITED

1A wholly eweed sehsidiary of PFC Limiled)

Corgaraie Offca: 9th Floor (K Wisg) Statesman Houta,
Comaught Place. Now Dp@i-110001, Fax: 011-F343990

Motice Inviling Tender (e-bidding only)

Electronic Bids are mvied Bwough Open Tender fom Fams for
“Appeintmanl ¢of Cossulling Crganizalion for Assistimg PFCCL in Projed
Managemenl Seevices for Implemestatizn of Smarl Mefering In Shamla &
D&aramshala mder HPSEB Lid.”. The last date of Bsd submissan will ba

12122019 &t 15:00 hrs (15T).
For delall wisl o wobsile weewplcolnaiacom undagr tho fgad Sendors’

or & Procuncemee] Porial e meslcsoa mynes D Comdepnaoho ma ol
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Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic and Demography Policy,
Bulgaria, Mariyana Nikolova at the India-Europe 29 Business

Forum in New Delhi. Amit Mehra

‘India, Europe offer opportunity
to help kick-start global growth’

New Delhi: India, with its 1.3 bil-
lion population, offers huge busi-
ness opportunities for the compa-
nies of Central and Eastern
European countries, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Wednesday.

He further said both Indiaand

Europe also offer an opportunity
to help kick-start economic
growth in the world.

“We have lots of opportunities
together,” he said while address-
ing the India-Europe 29 Business
Forum, organised by industry
body CII. PTI

GM sues FCA, alleging bribery
in union bargaining process

Detroit: General Motors on
Wednesday filed a racketeering
lawsuit against Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles NV, alleging that its
rival engaged in bribery over
many years to corrupt the bar-
gaining process with the United
Auto Workers (UAW) union and
gain wage and work practices ad-
vantages over GIVL.

GM said it will seek “substan-
tial damages” from FCA, but did
not specify anamount. FCA could
not immediately be reached for

comment.

The lawsuit also names as de-
fendants three former FCA exec-
utives who have pleaded guilty in
anongoing federal probe into the
UAW and FCA.

FCA officials could notimme-
diately be reached for comment.

The move comes at a delicate
time for FCA, which is working on
aplanned merger with French au-
tomaker PSA and is currently ne-
gotiating a four-year contract with
the UAW. REUTERS

Onion import of 1.2L tonnes okayed

New Delhi: To control the rising
prices of onion, the government
has decided to import 1.2 lakh
tonnes of onions. The Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
took a decision in this regard.
Informing about the Cabinet
decision, Finance Minister

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL
CHIEF ENGINEER (PPP) P.W.D.,
RAJASHTAN, JAIPUR
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Rajasthan, Jaipur

No.:- A&M/TS(M)/Restaurant Amber/19/11695
UBN No.: AMD1920SL0OB00029

Amber, Jaipur

Amer Palace.

Particular

Government of Rajasthan
Office of Director, Archaeology & Museums Department,

(Phone No. 0141-2820360, Email-dirarchraj@gmail.com)

SHORT TERM E-Bid Notice for Running a multi cuisine Restaurant at Amber Fort,

On behalf of Hon'ble Governor of Rajasthan the Department of Archeology and Museums is invites Online Short Term Bid for Running a multi cuisinel
Restaurant at Amber palace from reputed firms/compines/joint venture’s engaged in operating and managing restaurants capable of serving multi-cuising
food of good and hygienic quality. The proposed location is around 695 sqm. in area and is situated at lind and Ilird floors in the west of Jaleb Chowk,

Bid Security| Bid Fess Bid Processing Dates for availability of Last Date & time

Dated:- 15/11/19|

Date & time of

(in Rs.) (in Rs.) Fees Bid Documents for of Online opening of
(in Rs.) downloading Submission of Bid  Technical Bid
"For Running. a multi cuisin 5,86,090/- 1000/~ 10007~ 27112019 27112019 U0pto — 2711T.2019At
Restaurant at Amber Fort, Jaipur Upto 2.00 PM 2.00 PM 4.00 P.M.

No. 1233

Date: 15/11/19

1- Detailed bid document terms & condition can be viewed or/and downloaded from Department website http://museumsrajasthan.gov.in,

Nirmala Sitharaman said 1.2 lakh
tonnes of onions will be im-
ported.

The decision comes days after
Food and Consumer Affairs
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan an-
nounced the government will
import onions to improve the do-
mestic availability. ENS

Alibaba confirms
Hong Kong IPO
listing, totalling
up to $13 billion

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 20

CHINESE E-COMMERCE giant
Alibaba has raised at least $11 bil-
lion in a share offering in Hong
Kong, netting the city’s biggest of-
fering since 2010 despite recent
political turmoil.

Alibaba said Wednesday that
ithas set the price for the offering
at 176 Hong Kong dollars ($22.50)
per share. The price is a 2.9 per
cent discount for the closing price
for its shares traded in New York.
It’s also below the original maxi-
mum offer price of $188 Hong
Kong dollars.

The company’s shares are due
to begin trading on Nov. 26.

The secondary listinginHong
Kongis arare boost for Hong Kong
atatime when the former British
colony is embroiled in political
unrest. The company’s share code,
9988, is a homonym in Chinese

NIT No. 20/2019-20
INVITATION OF REP/FINANCIAL BIDS
FOR TOLL FEE COLLECTION

On behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan, Public Works Department,
Rajasthan (India) invites RFP/Financial Bids for Fee Collection for ADB
funded Highways under RSHIP Tranche-1 Package-04 in specified
format.
The RFP/Financial Bid document can be viewed or/ and downloaded
from website: http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://www.pwd.
rajasthan.gov.in and http://leproc.rajasthan.gov.in from 18.11.2019.
Any further amendments to the RFP/Financial Bid document shall only
be made available on above websites as such prospective Bidders are
expected to visit the above websites for the same.
UBN No. PWD1920SLOB09924
R.K. Mathur (EE(PPP)
Mob:- 9414461466

Sd/-
Addl. Chief Engineer (PPP)
PWD, Jaipur
Email: aceppp.pwd@rajasthan.gov.in
Tel: +91-141-2223547
DIPR/C/9801/2019

Bureau of Investment Promotion,Rajasthan
Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur
Phone 2227713/2227812

Notice Inviting Bid
N.I.B. No. BIP/Info/771 Nov. 18, 2019

Offers are invited from reputed Public Relations Firms for
Government of Rajasthan. The Complete Bidding Document
containing Instructions to Bidders, Bid Evaluation, Qualification
Criteria, Key Personnel Requirements, Bidding Forms, Conditions
of Contact. Contract Forms, Payment of Price of Bidding
Document, User Charges/Processing Fee, Bid Security etc. may
be seen at or downloaded from the website of State Public
Procurement Portal http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or
e-procurement portal http://eproc.raj.nic.in. The Pre-Bid Meeting
will be held on 20.11.2019 at 4.00 pm, at BIP. The Bid security is
Rs. 20 lac. The last date for submission of online Technical and
Financial Bid is 26.11.2019 at 2 pm. The Bid will be opened on
26.11.2019 at 5.00 pm. For any further clarification Ms. Nidhi Sen,
General Manager, may be contacted on 0141-2227274, 22277183,
2227812 or an email may be sent to bip.raj@nic.in.

Sd/-

UBN No-BIP1920SLOB00012 Chief General Manager (F&A)

website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

PM of 27-11-2019 in this Office.
websites for the same.

DIPR/9777/2019

http://sppp.raiasthan.gov.in & http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.. Online Bid are to be submitted duly digitally signed in electronic format only onj

2- The Bid fee Rs. 1000/- & bid security of Rs. 5,86,090/- in the form of D.D./banker cheque in favour of Director, Archaeology & Museums Department,
Rajasthan Jaipur, and Bid Processing fee of Rs. 1000/- in form of D.D./banker cheque in favour of M.D., R.I.S.L., Jaipur should be Submitted till 2.0

3- Any amendments to the bid documents shall only be made available on above websites as such prospective Bidders are expected to visit abov

for “eternal prosperity.” The com-
pany has a cash pile of more than
:I $30billion, but analysts said it was

riding the momentum from re-
cent strong earnings.

Sd/-
Director

- —

CRD-604

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMCL)

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit - Ill,

Bhubaneswar - 751 001
Tel. : (0674) 2380660/2380608 Website: www.osmcl.nic.in Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in

Assuring Quality, Saving Lives

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF DRUGS AND MEDICAL CONSUMABLES

(GROUP-IV) FOR THE YEAR 2019-20

Bid Ref. No. : OSMCL/2019-20/DRUGS-DHS-GEN(GR-1V)/07
Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited from eligible bidders forn

Date: 20/11/2019

SI.No. Particulars
| 1. Date & time of release of bid
2. Date & time of Pre-bid meeting

3. Date & time of Online bid submission

4. Date & time for submission of Tender
Documents, Tender Document Fee and EMD
amount as per section-1V of tender document

5. Date & time of online Technical bid opening
6. Date of opening of Price Bid

without assigning any reason thereof.

10112/11/0019/1920

Supply of Drugs and Medical Consumables (Group-IV) as per the particulars mentioned below:
Date and time
21.11.2019, 3.00 PM

25.11.2019, 4.00 PM
Venue: Tender Evaluation Room, Odisha State Medical Corporation
Ltd., In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit - lll, Bhubaneswar

Start Date & Time

28.11.2019, 3 PM
Start Date & Time

13.12.2019, 10 AM |

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of bid document, EMDs,
Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and
https://tendersodisha.gov.in The Authority reserves the right to accept / reject any part thereof or all the bids

End Date & Time

12.12.2019, 6.00 PM
End Date & Time

20.12.2019, 11.00 AM
20.12.2019, 11 AM

To be informed to the qualified bidders.

Sd/-
Managing Director
OSMCL

ilpgpl:f‘“.ﬂ*‘:.\.! S5, Com
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] g THE MML TRACKING THE CHANGING INDIA IN ITS VILLAGES

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

FOR THE Indian sugar industry, the worst
seems over.

Although the current 2019-20 sugar year
(October-September) has opened with record
stocks of over 14 million tonnes (mt) — equiv-
alent to six-and-a-half months of domestic
consumption — the ray of hope is from tight-
ening global supplies, making large-scale ex-
ports from the country a viable proposition.

In 2018-19, India’s sugar output as well
as closing stocks hit all-time-highs of 33.16
mt and 14.27 mt, respectively (see table 1).
This, in ordinary circumstances, would have
spelled disaster both for mills (already bur-
dened by low sugar realisations) and farmers
(not receiving full or timely payment for their
cane). Mills in Uttar Pradesh (UP), as on
November 19, are to still pay Rs 3,660.90
crore out of the total Rs 33,048.03 crore
worth of cane bought from growers in 2018-
19, even as they have commenced crushing
for the new 2019-20 season.

But this gloomy domestic glut scenario
— compounded by near-flat consumptionin
recent years, apparently reflecting growing
health consciousness and reduced offtake
by industrial users, including beverage,
sweetmeat, chocolate, confectionery, biscuit
and ice-cream makers — is being partly off-
set by a developing global deficit.

The US-based commodity analytics firm
Tropical Research Services has projected
world raw sugar production in 2019-20 to
fall short of consumption by 11.90 mt, a
marked turnaround from the surplus of
10.52 mt only two years ago. Moreover, clos-
ing stocks, at 43.2% of consumption, would
be the lowest since 2010-11 (see table 2).

“This is a great opportunity for us to ex-
port and it couldn’t have come at a better
time, when we are saddled with so much of
stocks,” says Prakash Naiknavare, managing
director of the National Federation of
Cooperative Sugar Factories.

Sugar exports from India amounted to
3.8 mtin 2018-19, lower than the targeted 5
mt. For the current sugar year, the Narendra
Modi government has allocated export quo-
tas to mills aggregating 6 mt, apart from
granting a three-month extension till
December 31 to discharge their balance 1.2
mt commitment for 2018-19. Together, they
add up to 7.2 mt, way above the highest-ever
shipments of 4.96 mt achieved in 2007-08.

“Itis astiff target,” admits Naiknavare, “but
the good thing is that the international mar-
ket looks much more conducive and the gov-
ernment has announced an adequate export
incentive well before the start of this season”.
The Modi government, on September 12, no-
tified a new ‘World Trade Organisation
(WTO)-compatible’ scheme providing a
lump-sum assistance totaling Rs 10,448 per
tonne towards marketing, internal transport,
port handling and ocean freight expenses in-
curred on export of sugar. The scheme, limi-
ted to the maximum admissible export quan-
tity of 6 mt for all mills, would entail a fiscal
cost of about Rs 6,269 crore.

Last year, the notification for facilitating
exports was issued only on October 5.
Further, the incentive package included an
assistance of Rs 13.88 for every quintal of
cane crushed and a payment to defray ex-
penditure towards internal transport, freight,
handling and other export-related charges.
The latter payment was up to Rs 1,000 per
tonne of sugar for mills located within 100
km from ports and Rs 3,000/tonne for those
beyond 100 km in non-coastal states.

“It was too complicated, with procedural
hurdles and excessive documentation re-
quirements for making claims. The new
scheme is simple: You simply export and get
a flat incentive of Rs 10,448 for every kg of
sugar going out. Also, whatis being givenis a
lump-sum assistance and not reimburse-
ment of actual expenses, which can be chal-
lenged at the WTO. And it has been an-
nounced early enough to plan our production
for exports,” notes a UP-based miller.

Indian mills, it is learned, have already
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Shipping out trouble |

India’s sugar exports are set to hit a record high this year, providing some
respite to the beleaguered industry

Year roauction IMports
2010-11 243.94 0
2011-12 26343 | O
2012-13 25141 7.25
2013-14 243.6 11.77
2014-15 283.13 12.36
2015-16 251.25 | O
2016-17 202.62 448
2017-18 323.28 | 224
2018-19 331.61 0

TABLE 1: INDIA SUGAR BALANCE SHEET (LAKH TONNES)

*October-September; **Year-end. Source: National Federation of Cooperative Sugar Factories

onsumption Xports OCKS
207.69 26.00 57.29
220.00 33.90 66.82
230.00 348 92
244.27 27.82 75.28
256.55 23.02 91.2
248.5 16.70 77.25
24448 0.46 3941
254.50 6.32 104.11
255.00 38.00 142.72

Source: Tropical Research Services

TABLE 2: GLOBAL SUGAR BALANCE SHEET (MILLION TONNES)

Year roduction onsumption ap ocks-to
(1) (2) (1-2) -Use %
2010-11 166.827 166.142 0.685 429
2011-12 | 174190 168.893 5.297 | 45.1
2012-13 183.318 172.779 10.539 49.8
2013-14 | 181533 176.388 5.145 | 51.6
2014-15 181.853 179.350 2.504 51.7
2015-16 | 175.082 181.330 -6.248 | 47.7
2016-17 178.329 181.807 -3.479 45.6
2017-18 | 193.702 183.177 10524 | 50.7
2018-19 185.110 185.089 0.021 50.2
2019-20 | 175.682 187.582 -11.899 | 43.2

contracted 1.3 mt of sugar for exports dur-
ing this season. A significant quantity of it is
raw brown, as opposed to white refined,
sugar. The normal crystal white sugar pro-
duced by Indian mills has an ‘ICUMSA value’
of over 100. The market for it is limited, un-
like the more widely traded highly-refined
sugar of 45 ICUMSA grade (the lower the
ICUMSA, the more the whiteness).

“Our raw sugar from fresh cane, crushed
within 12 hours of harvesting, is free of dex-
tran (an undesirable compound resulting
from microorganism-induced biodeteriora-
tion) and with 600-1,000 ICUMSA. Thereisa
good demand now for it, especially from re-

fineries in United Arab Emirates, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Bangladesh, China and South
Korea that largely source Brazilian raw sugar.
Since the Brazilian sugar season starts only in
April-May, we have a six-month time win-
dow to leverage,” points out Naiknavare.
Iran, too, is reportedly buying significant
quantities from India. The Islamic republic,
which has been blocked from the global fi-
nancial system due to US-imposed economic
sanctions, is using the rupees earned from
sale of oil toimport sugar, rice, tea, soyabean
meal and other commodities from India.
“Everything’s falling in place. Not only are
we in a better position to export, but the gov-

ernment also deserves credit for coming out
with a practical and well-timed incentive
scheme. It allows us to begin the season by
producing raw sugar and enter into back-to-
back contracts with importers,” observes the
earlier-quoted UP miller. Even in Maharash-
tra, the delayed start due to heavy unseasonal
rains — mills will crush only from November
22 —may be ablessing of sorts, as it gives lee-
way to take up production of raw sugar
straightaway for dispatching to the ports
rather than storing in factory godowns.
Raw sugar is currently trading in New
York at roughly 12.8 cents per pound. The
rate would be higher, at 13.3 cents or
Rs 21/kg, for Indian sugar, which fetches a
4,05% ‘polarisation premium’ for extra su-
crose content. Adding the Rs 10.5 incentive
and deducting Rs 2-2.5 towards bagging,
transport and port handling charges, mills
would realise Rs 29-29.5 per kg from exports.
This is below the domestic ex-factory price of
Rs 31.5-32.5 for white sugar. But raw sugar
production costs are also lower by Rs 1/kg or
so, as mills save on lime, sulphur and addi-
tional steam-cum-processing charges.
Besides, the government fixes monthly quo-
tas for sales in the domestic market, whereas
there are no such restrictions on export of
sugar. Faster liquidation translates into sav-
ings in interest and carrying costs as well.
The improved prospects for exports, how-
ever, do not translate into an end to the indus-
try’s woes. The state advised price (SAP) for
sugarcane in UP has gone up only marginally
from Rs 300-315 to Rs 310-325 per quintal
between 2016-17 and 2018-19, with mills
struggling to pay even that. The Yogi Aditya-
nath administration has not declared the SAP
for the current season, despite 87 out of the
state’s 119 mills already crushing 5.85 mt of
cane and producing 0.58 mt of sugar till now.
In Maharashtra, drought in the Marath-
wada-Solapur-Ahmednagar region till
August, alongside unprecedented flooding
in the main southern sugar belt of Sangli-
Kolhapur during late-July/early-August and
heavy unseasonal rains across the state af-
ter September, has taken a heavy toll on pro-
ductionitself. Maharashtra’s sugar output is
likely to plunge to 5.5-6 mtin 2018-19, from
last year’s record 10.72 mt.
For the moment, exports are the sole
bright spot for Indian sugar.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Ethanol as solution
loses spirit

Mills are finding it more profitable to supply to
liquor makers than oil marketing companies

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS

THE NARENDRA Modi government’s
much-touted ethanol solution to the sugar
industry’s problem of plenty appears to
find few takers — at least for now. This, de-
spite the significant increase in prices of
ethanol procured by public sector oil mar-
keting companies (OMC) for blending with
petrol and mills being given the flexibility
to produce it directly from sugarcane juice
or even sugar and sugar syrup.

On September 20, the OMCs floated
purchase tenders for 511 crore litres of
ethanol for the 2019-20 supply year
(December-November). But when the ten-
ders were opened on October 11, bids were
received for only 164 crore litres. This was
below the 185 crore litres supplied by mills
in 2018-19, against a much lower tendered
quantity of 329 crore litres. In the preced-
ing two years, tenders were floated for 313
crore litres and 280 crore litres, with the
corresponding quantities supplied
amounting to 150.5 crore litres and 66.7
crore litres, respectively.

Abinash Verma, director-general of the
Indian Sugar Mills Association, attributed
the lukewarm response from mills to re-
duced sugarcane and molasses availability
this year, especially in Maharashtra and
Karnataka. “Drought followed by floods in
large cane-growing areas of both states has
made their mills reluctant to commit sig-
nificant ethanol supplies, even as molasses
prices have almost doubled to Rs 8,000-
8,200 per quintal,” he said.

Even for the 164 crore litres of commit-
ted supplies, 95 crore litres or 58% came
from Uttar Pradesh, with mills in
Maharashtra and Karnataka offering just
22 crore litres and 16 crore litres, respec-
tively. Sugar production, too, is expected to
drop this year to around 55 lakh tonnes (1t)
in Maharashtra, from 107.20 1t in 2018-19,
while similarly falling from 44.30 It to an
estimated 33 It for Karnataka.

Between 2017-18 and 2019-20, the gov-
ernment has raised the ex-distillery price
payable by OMCs for ethanol manufac-
tured from ‘C’ molasses — the residual
mother liquor after the maximum possi-

ble recovery of sugar from the cane juice —
from Rs 40.85 to Rs 43.75 per litre. More
significant, though, has been the decision
to permit mills to make ethanol from the
earlier ‘B heavy’ molasses stage and even
directly from sugarcane juice. Further, mills
are being offered higher rates for ethanol
derived from these non-conventional
routes. For the 2019-20, mills would be
paid Rs 43.75/litre for ethanol manufac-
tured from ‘C’ molasses, with these fixed
at Rs 54.27 from ‘B heavy’ molasses and
Rs 59.48/litre for the sugarcane juice and
sugar/sugar syrup routes.

These incentives — plus the govern-
ment mandating 10% ethanol blending in
petrol and targeting this at 20% by 2030
— have, however, not really enthused
sugar mills.

Bhairavnath B Thombare, chairman of
the Latur-based Natural Sugars and Allied
Industries, has a simple explanation for
this. Currently, rectified spirit (RS) used
by alcohol-based chemical makers and
other industrial users is fetching a price
of Rs 43-44 per litre. The ex-distillery rea-
lisations from extra neutral alcohol (ENA),
which is what goes into potable country
and Indian Made Foreign liquor, are even
more at Rs 58-60.

“Both are produced by fermenting mo-
lasses, but the alcohol content is only 95%
in RS and 96% for ENA. On the other hand,
ethanol is alcohol of 99%-plus purity.
Converting RS into ethanol costs about
Rs 5 per litre. It is more viable, then, to sell
RS than ethanol. While making ENA from
RS costs Rs 3/litre, the higher price makes
itworth selling the former. Either way, pro-
duction of ethanol does not make much
sense this year,” he pointed out.

Verma felt that the picture might
change when the OMCs float their next
tender in December or January. By then,
the cane crushing season would have pro-
gressed, which should help ease availabi-
lity of molasses. “We would see more bid-
ding from mills that have expanded their
ethanol production capacities,” he noted.
But in all likelihood, the bids will come
mostly from UP mills, which have
no dearth of cane for crushing in 2019-20
as well.

Making the PM Fasal Bima Yojana work better on the ground

Some practical suggestions for improving implementation of the Modi
government’s flagship crop insurance scheme

=

.%J

SUDHAKAR MANDA

SINCE THE launch of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) in kharif 2016, there
have been mixed reactions to the Narendra
Modi government's flagship crop insurance
scheme from different stakeholders.

While each of them — insurance and rein-
surance companies, farmers, state govern-
ments, agricultural scientists, economists and
media — have their own perception about the
scheme, what is not in doubt, however, is the
fact that it is very ambitious and probably an
‘ideal one’ any country should have. Also, the
government has been very forthcomingin us-
ing technology, right from the process of reg-
istration of farmers to the settlement of claims
and transferring of money to beneficiaries.
The whole infrastructure for making this
process a success may not have been in place

'i_ﬁgpgr..ae' 5%, Com

from the start, but the individual pillars are
being strengthened with each passing crop
season and issues resolved through consensus
approach. And this isn’t easy, given the vast
differences within the country in terms of last-
mile penetration of technology, crop types,
seed varieties, agronomic practices, landhold-
ing sizes, microclimate and soil-moisture
regimes, etc. In addition to these major con-
straints is the small time window available for
farmer enrolment, monitoring of crop
through the season, conducting crop cutting
experiments (CCE) for quantitative assess-
ment of losses, if any, and settling claims —
not to speak of the ‘human factor’ operating
atevery level of undertaking these exercises.

Taking into account the above realities,
here are some suggestions that may be
worth considering for improving the imple-
mentation of a fundamentally well-con-
ceived scheme:

M Historic Yield data: For calculation of
threshold yields, against which crop loss as-
sessmentis made, PMFBY relies on data aggre-
gated at district or,at best, sub-districtlevel. This
is problematic when field or plot-level insu-
rance is what should be a desirable aim. Any
benchmark based on historic long-term data
also needs relooking, as the field that gave ‘x’

quintals of produce in the past may currently
yield more, thanks to availability of better seeds,
irrigation or better crop management practices.
Toarrive at threshold yields, it would be best to
take the past three-years data and exclude
drought/flood years to decide threshold yields,
while giving more weight to the latest year. In
the pastfewyears, yield datais being collected
through digitisation of CCEs involving geo-tag-
ging, date-timing and photographs of the plots
where these are being conducted. Such data,
which correlates better with local conditions
than area averages, should be used for deter-
mination of threshold yields as well.

M Selection of Insurance Units (IUs) for
CCEs: Sowing acreages aren’t uniform across
any district or even block. While some [Us in
a district or block may have significant area
sown under a particular notified crop, this
wouldn’t be the case with others. It makes
sense, therefore, to merge IUs having less
sown area under that crop with the nearest
significant ones. Alternatively, a number of
IUs, whose individual sown area under the
crop is below a pre-decided level, can be
merged to form a bigger IU. All this will re-
duce the total number of [Us in which CCEs
are required to be conducted. A further re-
duction can be achieved through smart site

A farmer near Kolhapurin
Maharashtra surveying the
flood-damaged sugarcane crop in
his field. Parthasarathi Biswas

selection of [Us using satellite-mapping tools
such as normalised difference vegetation,
water or leaf area indices (which would help
identify sites where more or less CCEs may
be required, depending on the crop health
status revealed by these values).

M Selection of fields: CCEs are now done
on random plot selection basis, independ-
ent of whether a farmer’s crop is insured or

not. Insurance is sought primarily by farmers
whose yields are generally low and prone to
fluctuations. That being so, it would be unfair
to decide the fate of insured farmers based
on data collected from uninsured farmers’
plots. To be fair to insured farmers, yields
from only their plots ought to be considered,
as opposed to taking all farmers for comput-
ing the average yield of an IU. One way to do
this to simply take the list of all insured plots
in the IU and picking randomly (even a digi-
tal lottery systemisn’t bad).
B Adopting Satellite Remote-Sensing
Technology (RST): Ideally, RST should be em-
ployed at all stagesin the crop season, whether
for tracking progress of sowing area or estima-
tion of yields and determining sites for CCEs.
One reason for RST solutions not being
adopted for crop insurance is the lack of stan-
dardisation in the approaches towards their
use. Secondly, optical remote-sensing images
inthe red, green, blue, and near infrared elec-
tromagnetic spectrum bands are not available
during the major part of the kharif (monsoon)
season, when they are needed the most. Now
that we have satellite technology using mi-
crowaves, which can penetrate through cloud
cover, light rain and haze, its utility for determi-
nation of crop-wise sownareaand yields is be-
yond doubt. RST can, in fact, today be widely
and more effectively deployed to simplify
many aspects of PMFBY implementation.

B Weather-based insurance: In anideal

world, crop yield loss at the individual farm
should be the basis for compensation. But
froma simplicity and scalability point of view,
weather-based crop insuranceis the bestand
fastest solution. Automated weather stations
that measure simple parameters such as rain-
fall, temperature, relative humidity and wind
speed — which correlate well with crop
growth performance — can help supplement
or even be analternative to CCEs. Below-nor-
mal rain during July-August is bad for most
kharif crops (when they are in sowing or veg-
etative growth stage), just as we know from
this year’s experience how too much rainfall
in September-October (when they are in
grain formation or near-harvesting stage)
isn’talso good. It should further be possible to
offer insurance products based on crop yield
proxies from satellite datasets such as nor-
malised difference vegetation index. These
should preferably be microwave satellite
datasets, which are all-season.

Nodoubt, alot of tweaking still needs tobe
done to PMFBY. Addressing the issues highlig-
hted above should result in reduction of CCEs
and more standardisation in procedures. These
would ultimately help distressed farmers, who
are looking forimmediate relief in case of crop
loss from natural factors beyond their control.
They will benefit from a crop insurance
scheme that expeditiously settles claims.

The writer is Chief of Remote Sensing &
GIS at Skymet Weather Services Pvt. Ltd
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OPEC’S WANING POWER

Under pressure

Tighter production targets have failed to lift the price of oil

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Top international stories, comment and analysis from THE ECONOMIST

An oil field in the southern province of Basra in Iraq. In December 2018 the broadened OPEC alliance announced a cut in production of 1.2m barrels a day, with the intention of pushing up the price of crude. AP

MEMBERS OF the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries, or OPEC, live
in a state of uneasy anticipation. Concern
about climate change may mean demand for
oil wanes in the coming decades. OPEC’s
power in oil markets is fading fast. On
November 13th the International Energy
Agency (IEA), an intergovernmental fore-
caster, predicted that by 2030 OPEC and
Russia, an ally, would pump just 47% of the
world’s crude. Yet OPEC has a more imme-
diate problem at hand.

Global demand for oil has been unex-
pectedly anaemic this year (see chart ).
Sanford C. Bernstein, a research firm, esti-
mates that it may have risen by just 0.8%,
the slowest pace since the financial crisis.
OPEC and its allies, led by Russia, are due to
meet in Vienna on December 5th and 6th.
The first question is whether they will an-
nounce a new plan to support the oil price.
If they do, the second question is whether
they will stick to it.

Technically, a plan is already in place. In
December 2018 the broadened OPEC alliance
announced a cut in production of 1.2m bar-
rels a day, with the intention of pushing up

the price of crude. That agreement
has been extended to March 2020.
But several OPEC members, in-
cluding Iraq and Nigeria, have fre-
quently pumped more oil than al-
lowed by last year’s deal.

Russia was supposed to help

insufficient to lift oil prices. On the

B
Oil to play for

Brent crude-oil price, $ per barrel

face of it, they should have been
buoyant. American sanctions have
clamped down on exports from
Venezuela and Iran, respectively
the possessors of the world’s

150 largest and fourth-largest proved

OPEC move into anew era. But the
starting point from which it
agreed to cut production was un-
usually high—and output this year

N

oil reserves. Tankers have been
seized in the Gulf. Irag, OPEC's sec-

has exceeded its quota even so.

ond-largest producer, is at risk of
being engulfed by protests. Most
notably, in September a drone at-
tack knocked out more than half

The country’s oil industry “is really
chafing under these production
cuts”, says Aaron Brady of IHS
Markit, a data and research firm.
The result is that Russia’s average
daily production so farin 2019, af-
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of Saudi Arabia’s production. The
loss was more severe than that
caused by the Iranian revolution
in 1979 or Irag’s invasion of Kuwait
4 in 1990.

ter the OPEC deal to lower output,
is higher than the average in 2018,

Yet oil markets have shrugged
2 itall off. “In the past such geopolit-

before the deal was struck. Saudi
Arabia has adjusted accordingly.
InJuly and August, for instance, the

ical tensions gave a boost to oil
prices,” says Fatih Birol, the head
of the IEA. The price of Brent crude

kingdom cut output by more than
twice the amount required by last
year’s agreement.

But such efforts have proved
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has subsided from a high of nearly

$75 in April to around $60 today.
One reason is that America’s

frackers have continued to pump

MONKS IN MYANMAR HAVE A NEW TARGET

Nat guilty

Not content with bashing Muslims, they are now
turning on adherents of folk religion

THEY HAD travelled for hours, some for days.
It didn’t matter. They had made it to Taung
Pyone. Every August hundreds of thousands
of pilgrims from all over Myanmar descend
on this village 20km north of Mandalay to
commune with nats, spirits willing to bless
the faithful with good fortune if they are
given the right offering. Nats accept bananas,
coconuts, booze and cash—the more the bet-
ter. At this year’s festival, devotees clutching
wads of bills queued under a gazebo to meet
one of the nats’ flesh-and-blood envoys, a
medium. But the time-honoured display of
piety is marred by seven Buddhist nuns with
shaved heads and pink robes, who are bick-
ering with the devotees. Nat worship, the
nuns insist, is base superstition—a stain on
the true faith.

Buddhism is the overwhelmingly domi-
nant religion in Myanmar. Roughly 90% of
the population is Buddhist. There are some
500,000 monks and a further 75,000 nuns
in a country of 54m. Holy folk have often
been at the forefront of politics, leading the
failed “saffron revolution” against military
rule in 2007, for instance. More recently na-
tionalist monks have helped propagate the
idea that Buddhism is under threat in
Myanmar, and urged holy war against
Muslims—a campaign that helps explain
public indifference about the army’s cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing against the
Rohingya, a Muslim ethnic group living in
the extreme west of the country.

Some monks rail not against perceived ex-
ternal enemies, however, but against cankers
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within Buddhism. Han Tun, a 65-year-old
spirit medium or natkadaw, was at Taung
Pyone festival three years ago when ten
Buddhist monks wielding metal rods dis-
rupted a spirit-possession ceremony he was
attending. They threatened to beat the 50-
odd people there if they refused to hand over
their offerings to the nat. Han Tun and the
other mediums complied, but the monks tore
down the shrine’s decorations and smashed
statues of the nats anyway. “It was the worst
experience of my life,” says Han Tun.

It would not be the only act of desecra-
tion he would witness. Han Tun and three
other veteran natkadaws claim that, starting
about ten years ago, Buddhist monks began
to target nat-worshippers. Sometimes they
just scolded and insulted them; at other
times they physically threatened them, stole
offerings of food and money and destroyed
statues of nats. These attacks have taken
place not just in Taung Pyone, they say, but
at other festivals and spirit-possession cere-
monies around the country. Khin Swe Oo,
the custodian of the most prominent nat
shrine in Taung Pyone, says that shouting,
threats and physical destruction of holy ob-
jects have occurred every year for the past
five years. A decade ago, she notes, such dis-
turbances were rare.

Anawrahta, the most celebrated king of
medieval Burma, drew up an official list of
37 nats to be assimilated into the Buddhist
pantheon. To this day every Burmese village
has a shrine or two to local nats. Yet many
Burmese Buddhists disdain spirit worship.

Keziah Wallis of Victoria University of
Wellington in New Zealand says that the rift
first appeared in the 19th century, when a
new understanding of Buddhism as a ra-
tional philosophy free of the mummery of
religion began to take hold. Raucous spirit-
possession ceremonies, lubricated with al-
cohol and hypnotic music, were at odds with
this conception of Buddhism. Some began
to describe nat worship as a corruption of
the faith, to be tolerated only because it was
traditional.

No longer. Hostility towards the spirit
lords has grown over the past decade, says
Ms Wallis, due in part to the opening of
Myanmar to the world. Urbanites are
ashamed of what they see as Buddhism’s
“dirty, shameful, crazy cousin”, as she puts
it. Similar movements to cleanse Islam of
what purists see as the superstitions of une-
ducated villagers have a long history in
Indonesia and Malaysia. Efforts have been
made to purge Buddhism of folk religion in
Sri Lanka and Thailand, too.

Establishing the identity of those respon-
sible for the attacks described by the
natkadaws is difficult. No individual or or-
ganisation has claimed responsibility.
Zawana Nyarna, an abbot from Taung Pyone,
claims that the monks from his monastery
and the six others in the village are innocent.
Several natkadaws think that some, perhaps
all, of the individuals perpetrating these
crimes are “false monks”—either recent ini-
tiates with little religious education or
thieves donning maroon robes in order to

more oil. The country’s daily output in
September was 12% above last year’s aver-
age. It is also because economic growth has
slowed, with oil demand suffering not just
in Japan but in India and South-East Asia,
where it was expected to grow strongly.

Next year economic growth may tick up.
Investors are pressing American shale com-
panies to reduce spending and boost profits.
That would result in flatter production and,
in turn, help nudge prices higher.

But new supply elsewhere looks set to
push prices in the other direction.
ExxonMobil is ramping up production off
the coast of Guyana. Brazil’s attempt to auc-
tion new offshore leases this month was a
failure—supermajors, such as ExxonMobil
and BP, declined to bid. Yet investments al-
ready made offshore mean that by 2021
Brazil’s crude production may be 18%
higher than this year, according to IHS
Markit.

Norway will also see a surge in output.
Notwithstanding its announcement in
October that its sovereign-wealth fund
would sellits holdings in oil exploration and
production companies, the country itself is

expected to increase production markedly
in the coming years. Its state-backed energy
giant, Equinor, said in October that Johan
Sverdrup, a giant new oilfield in the North
Sea, had begun producing crude.

The broadened OPEC alliance must now
decide whether to hold at the reductions
agreed to last year, or to cut harder. The cur-
rent arrangement may be insufficient to keep
Brent crude above $60 a barrel. Yet there may
be little appetite for dramatically lower pro-
duction targets.

Aramco, Saudi Arabia’s state-backed oil
company, plans to list some of its shares in
mid-December, shortly after OPEC’s meet-
ing. Any agreement for a big cut in the king-
dom’s output would lower estimates for
Aramco’s earnings, which would suppress
its valuation, points out Neil Beveridge of
Bernstein. On the other hand, he says, “the
worst thing that could happen to Aramco
would be to see the listing go ahead and see
the oil price collapse.” This has been a dra-
matic year on oil markets. December could
bring further plot twists.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

E ..I;- . Lo,

%,

THEE
L 1 g

i I.

it .

oo o

A nat kadaw (spirit medium) at a nat pwe (spirit festival) at Mingun, Myanmar. To this day every Burmese village has a shrine
or two to local nats. Wagaung/Wiki Commons

steal nats’ offerings more easily. However,
this explanation may simply be a way to
avoid direct criticism of revered monastic au-
thorities. Han Tun believes that the monks
he encountered intended not only to steal
donations but “to violate, to intervene with
our beliefs”. Khin Swe Oo, the custodian of
the shrine in Taung Pyone, believes the indi-
viduals responsible are inspired by promi-
nent monks who fulminate regularly against
nats in widely disseminated sermons.

The main focus of Ma Ba Tha, a radical
Buddhist organisation which was banned in

2017, was to alert Burmese to the threat of
Islam. One of its leading members, a monk
called Wisetkhana, does not believe that
devotees of nats pose nearly as great a threat
to Buddhism as Muslims do, nor does he con-
done the violent treatment meted out to
them. But he has written a book that argues
nats are evil. It is called “Protecting the Race
and Religion”.

Not all monks abhor the spirit cult. A few
years ago Khin Swe Oo asked Zawana Nyarna
and other local abbots for help in preventing
the attacks at Taung Pyone. Monks from lo-

cal monasteries now observe the festivities,
interrogate threatening monks, disrobe
them if they are impostors or send them
home if they are genuine monks. “Because
of their help, it's getting better,” says Han Tun.
But as Khin Swe Oo leans back in the bam-
boo chair in front of her house, just a stone’s
throw from the shrine, a pagoda covered in
gold leaf, she closes her eyes. The attacks are
still happening, she says. The burden of pro-
tecting the spirits weighs heavily on her.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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Making a Note

A COLLABORATION between the
veena and piano, ‘Stringmasters —
Tracing the Evolution of Form’ aims to
find common spaces between the two
and showcases the journeys that the
instruments have taken in their re-
spective traditions. While Jayanthi
Kumaresh (pictured) is one of India’s
torchbearers for the Saraswathi veena,
pianist Anil Srinivasan is recognised
for adapting the piano to the Indian
context. “We have created a taanam
format, which is unique to the piano
and veena, making this a truly evolved
collaboration,” says Srinivasan. They
will be accompanied by Pramath
Kiran on the tabla and Trichy and
Krishnaswamy on the ghatam. On Nov
24,6 pm, atIndia International Centre.

A Night of Music

As part of its Foundation Day celebra-
tions, the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts in Delhi has a se-
ries of programmes lined up, culmi-
nating into a night of musical extrav-
aganza. The concert will see
prominent artists such as sitar play-
ers Adnan Khan and Abhyankar. The
evening begins with Carnatic vocals
by sisters Ranjani and Gayatri, who
have performed around the world.
Instrumental enthusiasts can enjoy a
performance by Pravin Godkhinde, an
eminent flute artiste, as well as Deb
Shankar Roy and his brother Jyoti
Shankar Roy, who have played the vi-
olin for films by Satyajit Ray. On
November 23, 7pm to November 24,
7am. Entry is free.

One with Nature

AT THE recent launch of anthropolo-
gist Subhash Malik’s book, Moments
of Being, in Delhi, Prof Neera
Chandoke said that philosophers have
always asked themselves the ques-
tion, ‘Who am [?’, and that “Subhash
has answered this question for him-
self with his book”. The book is a syn-
thesis of Malik’s paintings and Sukrita
Paul’s poetry,done over the years. The
launch was followed by a discussion
with artists Arpana Caur and Shobha
Broota, and architect-scholar Vikram
Lall. Broota also remembered the
artist’s brother, Keshav Malik, a noted
poet and art critic, to whom the book
is dedicated.

{ 5,
Words Worth

AUTHOR AND chairperson for Infosys
Foundation Sudha Murty (pictured)
will deliver the 13th Penguin Annual
Lecture on ‘Storytelling and Social
Change: How Literature Influences
Who We Are and What We Do’ to be
held on December 11 at The Imperial,
New Delhi. Murty will draw from her
two passions — storytelling and social
work — to showcase the connection
between literary arts and philan-
thropy. “Writing is a medium of my
expression and experience. | have
been blessed that my personal expe-
riences have touched the hearts of
readers,” she said. In the past, histo-
rian Yuval Noah Harari, historian
Ramachandra Guha, His Holiness the
Dalai Lama and author Dan Brown
have delivered the lecture.
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KRISHN KAUSHIK

THE OPENING of the 50th edition of the
International Film Festival of India (IFFI) saw
two of the biggest stars of the Indian movie
industry come together on stage. Rajnikanth
was chosen as the icon of the golden jubilee
of IFFI while Amitabh Bachchan was the
chief guest of the opening ceremony and
there will be a restrospective of his movies
over the next eight days.

Both the stars said that the other had in-
spired him. Bachchan said that Rajnikanth is
“such a humble human being, who has
come from such humble beginnings”, and
“inspires” people everyday. The Bollywood
star also said that more than anyone else, he
wants to thank his fans and the audience.
The love and affection that they have given
him through the highs and lows, he said, “is
a major debt that I can never repay, nor
would I want to repay”.

Accepting his award as the icon of IFFI's
golden jubilee, Rajnikanth said he was “ex-
tremely happy to receive this prestigious
Special Icon of Golden Jubilee award” and
thanked the Indian Government for “hon-
ouring him with the award”. He said that he
dedicated the award to his directors, pro-
ducers and “all the technicians who have
worked in my films”, but “above all”, he ex-
pressed his gratitude to his fans and “Tamil
people who have supported me”.

Apart from the two, French actress
Isabelle Huppert was given the lifetime
achievement award who thanked India for
giving this “extraordinary award” to her. IFFI
this year will also have a retrospective of the
octogenarian British filmmaker Ken Loach.
Though Loach was not present for the open-
ing ceremony, he sent a video message.

In the politically loaded message, Loach
mentioned the rise of the political far right
across the world as a major challenges

Staging
Dissent

Aishwarya Walvekar, a
student at JNU, on her
new play, Death of an
Anti-National

DIPANITANATH

EVERY TIME AISHWARYA Walvekar spoke
her mind, she used to be called a rebel or a
feminist. It stopped when she enrolled in the
School of Art and Aesthetics at Jawaharlal
Nehru University in Delhi in 2016, shortly
after Kanhaiya Kumar was arrested.
“Suddenly, I was being labelled an urban
naxal. When I was packing my bags, my
friends said, ‘Why are you going to that anti-
national university?’,” she says. Over the
next few months, Pune-based Walvekar got
into bitter arguments with friends and fam-
ily,and even fell out with a few of them. Now,
she brings dissent to the stage with Death of
an Anti-National, a solo play she has co-di-
rected with Sourabh Zunjar.

Walvekar begins performing in a long
shirt and sari but sheds down to a pastel
body suit because, she announces, “I don’t
need these layers.” The rest of the hour-long
performanceisasoliloquy interspersed with
projections of almost every piece of news
that has divided the nation over the last
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TALK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

(old Rush

The 50th edition of International Film Festival of India kicked off in Goa on Wednesday with two of
India’s biggest actors, Amitabh Bachchan and Rajinikanth, taking stage

(Top) Amitabh Bachchan, Rajinikanth, I&B Minister Prakash Javadekar, Goa CM

Pramod Sawant, with others, during the IFFI opening ceremony in Goa PIB;
French actor Isabelle Huppert who received the Lifetime Achievement Award

everyone faces today. “Although the details
of our lives are different, the concerns are
universal... The rise of the political far right
concerns us all; where people are set against
each other and divided by the countries we
come from, divided by the class we belong
to, the economic class, and divided by inter-
ests. We have to assert in our country and
in your country in every way we can and
through films is that what unites us is far
bigger than what divides us,” he said.
Ramesh Sippy, N Chandra and PC
Sreeram were honoured as legends of Indian
cinema. The opening ceremony was marked
by several government functionaries being
felicitated as well, including Union Minister
for Information and Broadcasting, and
Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
and Heavy Industries Prakash Javadekar and

L ik

50th

International
- Film Festival

of India,Goa

Javadekar thanked all artists during his
speech saying that they can have a signifi-
cantimpact on people’s lives. “You have en-
riched each one of us. You don’t know what
you've done, but each artist has contributed

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant.

A scene from the play

years — from the assassinations of Narendra
Dhabolkar and Govind Pansare, to Article
370and Abhinandan’s capture in Pakistan. “[
amastudentof JNU, hence proven thatlam
anti-national. And you are all deshbhakt,”
Walvekar says to the audience.

The first show, which took place at
Sudarshan Rangmanch in Pune recently,
was raw and had the quality of anemotional
outburst. The personal constantly bled into
the performance. She did create a wall be-

to make our lives better,” he said.

tween herself and the audience by placinga
neutral density paper, a transparent sheet
thatis used in film lighting, It served to dis-
tance the action, as well as created the im-
pression of the actor being enclosed in a
claustrophobic environment. “Numb all
senses and do not ask questions. So, what if
the economy is crashing? So, what if the
petrol prices are rising. Don’t say anything if
you are being raped, molested or trees are
being cut. Pichhle sattar saal se desh azad hai
but you are not,” she says.

Walvekar was born into theatre. Her
parents met in the legendary play, Janata
Raja.Itis a three-hour production that tells
the story of Shivaji with larger-than-life
sets and characters, animals and 250
artistes. She studied at Sir Parshurambhau
College till her Classs XII and completed
her under-graduation in mass media at
Ramnarain Ruia College in Mumbai.
Studying Masters in Arts and Aesthetics at
JNU, she along with Shramona Das, cre-
ated site-specific plays, based on the prac-
tice of gender and feminism. “lam drawn
to plays where characters drive the plot
and not the other way around,” she says.
Her MPhil thesis at JNU is titled, “In the
name of Shivaji: A critical genealogy on the
performance of Shivaji on stage” and show
how the 17th century warrior is portrayed
in plays at present.

Though she has performed a few farces
on gender at JNU, this is the first time in six
years that Walvekaris acting on stage. “Death
of an Anti-National emerged from living for
so long with anger. [ had to getit outand be
okwithit,” she says. At one pointin the play,
she sheds light on her state of mind: “Every
morning, I get up and tell myself that every-
thing is beautiful and I will be happy today.
Every night, the castle of illusion falls down.”

He added that movies, information tech-
nology and music are part of India’s soft
power. Cinema, he said, has a lot of impact
on people. “Asingle film can leave a life long
impact. It also has the power to change peo-
ple’s lives,” he said. He stated that Indian
films are being liked across the world,
“whether you go to China or anywhere else,
language is not a limitation”, he said.

Javadekar also said that India is “ready
for single window clearance” to assist shoot-
ing of films in the country from “Goa to Leh,
Ladakh to the Andamans”.

He mentioned that there is a movie be-
ing screened at IFFI made by Goan artists
about the visually challenged. He said that
there will now be “a narration of movies and
anapp hasbeen prepared” for it, adding that
the government is “asking the entire film
industry to have such narrations for movies
will not cost a lot but will give a 360 degree
narration to the blind”.

Sawant said that Goans love their “food,
football and films”. He mentioned that for-
mer Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar
had made Goa the permanent home of IFFI
as the state’s chief minister. He added that
“films are a preliminary source of enter-
tainment” but he added, “they are also the
mirror of our times”. A commemorative
postage stamp was also released for IFFI's
50th edition.

The ceremony was hosted by filmmaker
Karan Johar, also a member of the IFFI steer-
ing committee. The evening was held to-
gether by performances by Shankar
Mahadevan and jazz musician Louis Banks,
among others.

Others who were also called upon the
stage included the international jury mem-
bers headed by John Bailey, and the cast and
crew of the opening movie Despite The Fog
by Goran Paskaljevic. The ceremony was
held at the Syama Prasad Mukherjee
Stadium in Panjim.
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NOT SHOWING

Auction house Sotheby’s has removed a Banksy
sculpture titled 7%e Drinker — his take on Rodin’s
The Drinker — from a major London auction. There
were reports of the work, expected to fetch a million
pounds, being stolen two days before the auction.

On the Cards

The latest edition of IFFI,
Goa, packs over 200 movies
into its nine-day schedule.
Here are some of the films you
shouldn’t miss:

MASTER FRAMES: The section has
17 films by international masters
including Roy Andersson’s About
Endlessness, Costa Gavras’ Adultsin
the Room, Francois Ozon’s By The
Grace Of God, Semih Kaplanoglu’s
Commitment, Werner Herzog’s
Family Romance LLC, Fatih Akin’s
The Golden Glove and Dardenne
Brothers’ Young Ahmed

SOUL OF ASIA: Movies to be
showcased in this section include
Chinese films Wen Li’s Feelings to
Tell,Zhou Sun’s Summer is the
Coldest Season, The Fourth Wall co-
directed by Zhang Chong and Bo
Zhang and Lalith Rathnayake’s The
Other Half. It also features omnibus
movies Ten Years Japan and Ten
Years Taiwan, which reflect how
young directors have envisioned
their surroundings over a decade

OSCAR RETROSPECTIVE: Some of
the classics such as Casablanca by
Michael Curtiz, Gone With the Wind
by Victor Fleming, Ben Hur
(pictured) and The Best Years of our
Lives by William Wyler, All About
Eve by Joseph L Mankiewicz,

Lawrence of Arabia by David Lean,
The Godfather by Francis Ford
Coppola, The Silence of the Lambs
by Jonathan Demme and Forrest
Gump by Robert Zemeckis will

be screened

WOMEN FILMMAKERS: IFFI will
feature 50 films by as many
women filmmakers. There is 37
Seconds by Hikari, Portrait of a Lady
on Fire by Celine Sciamma, Her
Name is Petrunija and Honey Boy

WORLD PANORAMA: This section
showcases 64 selected films which
have bagged prestigious awards,
such as Les Miserables, Bombay
Rose, Buoyancy, Deerskin and You
will die at 20.

FESTIVAL KALEIDOSCOPE: This
year’s Palme d’Or winner at Cannes
festival, Parasite by Bong Joon-ho,
will have its India Premiere at IFFIL.
The other films in this section are

A Son by Mehdi Barsaoui, Bacurau
(pictured) co-directed by Juliano
Dornelles and Kleber Mendonca
Filho and Echo by Ranar Riinarsson

African Beats
Arecent event aimed to
expose the Capital to

African people and
their culture

SONALGUPTA

“THE MUSIC allows you to lose yourself in
the rhythm, which is the biggest challenge
in today’s scenario. West African music being
tribal, resonates through your body and cen-
tres you emotionally,” says Yashdeep Khare,
member of the Sunshine Ensemble. The
band had the audience clapping to the
rhythm of the African drums, called djembe,
at the Akshara Theatre in Delhi for the Spirit
of Africa Festival, held recently. The festival
organised in collaboration with the
P[ART]icle Collective, was not a just a cele-
bration of African culture but an effort to
spark conversations over racism and work
towards inclusion.

“There are so many attacks and assaults

A performance during ‘Spirit of Africa’

on Africans, and lot of it is because Indians
are not very exposed to African culture,” said
Anasuya Vaidya of Akshara Theatre. Vaidya’s
team performed My Child Yaaba, a children’s
play written by Ghanian writer, Ama Ata
Aidoo. “It is important to expose children to
different cultures. While it is a different coun-
try and era, they found a lot of resonance
with their own culture. The characters live
ina big joint family in a village in Ghana with
all the mothers, aunts and uncles, much like
we do in India,” she added. The venue was
lined with stalls selling African garments, au-
thentic Ethopian coffee and food, such as in-
jira, which tastes a lot like dosa, and a hair-
styling kiosk.

Films centred around Africans living in
India were also screened, followed by a dis-
cussion with the filmmakers. Vatsala Singh’s
short film Africans are Peddlers, Cannibals,
Ha™mi: India’s Racism Exposed, focusses on
the narratives of Africans who have faced
harrowing incidents in Delhi. The tribute to
modern African literature continued with a
dramatic reading of poems by Maya Angelou
and Chinua Achebe.
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CROSSWORD 3968
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ACROSS Down
1  Scented and affected 2 Anexcuse canappear so
offspring (10) naive (7)
8  Something growingin the 3  Thisdance cango all over the
wood (5) place(5)
9  Locate unpleasant smell, but 4 Itmeansyouwon't get
this won't cure it (7) spotted at mealtimes (6)
10 Employmentofpaperfolders 5 Itdoesn’t pay himtobe
(7) sporting(7)
11 There’samoralinthe 6 They meet forabite(5)
thickness of thieves (5) 7  Toborrow money and move
12 Bashin, perhaps, and drive away isrisky(5,3,2)
away (6) 8  Beasuperior gardener,and
14 Warzoneis subject of many a become even more so (4,6)

novel article (6) 13 Determined to attack (3,4)
17 Meanto getdrunk (5) 15 Areminder men hold me to
19 Diary MP compiles certainly (7)

comes to the point (7) 16  Call for superior judgment
21 Former liberal creates a (6)

precedent(7) 18 Theyareinaboxin the car
22 Tagonforadance(5) (5)
23 One’s hotel accommodation 201 t'sessential to a helicopter

(6,4) going up or down

Solutions Crossword 3967: Across: 1 Agenda, 4 Talcum powder, 9 Braille, 10 Scale,
11 Tutor, 12 Immerse, 13 Pension fund, 18 Outdoor, 20 Llama, 22 Demob,

23 Crowing, 24 Resets, 25 Utters. Down: 1 Ambits, 2 Exact, 3 Dolores, 5 Assam,

6 Chagrin, 7 Meeker, 8 Meritocracy, 14 Entombs, 15 Fall out, 17 Ganges, 19 Orbit,

21 Alike.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

You'rethe____of your own happiness. - Swedish proverb (10)
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OVER THE HEDGE by MichaelFry & T Cewis
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BY PETER VIDAL

money from a mysterious or
unexpected source, but only
because you will make an extra
effort.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Well,it's timetodo a

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

who you are, where you're
— going and all that sort of thing.

THAT NO-GO0D, ROTTEN MCE !
HE WONT GIVE MY TRUCK,
BACK To ME. TUE OAF Wikl
PEDERELY BRERL VT, TOO,

\
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THEY SAN Tl WROMES TOMT
MAKE A BIGAT, BT ANT ARE
WiRoMG, BUT HE STOLE IT Yo SUPPOSED To PO TUEW T
TROM, ME, BND W T poMT JUST LET THe BIRGEST o
STEAL T SACK, MOE Wil MAYE WIS Ok RILES AL
JUST WEEP T, ARD THAT'S  THE TIME? LET MIGWT
MOT FAIR . MRKE FiGMT
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SHOULD T STEAL VT BACKT
L KHOHW STERLING 15

R THET WAS EAMETIMES W
ALY A MOVIES THERE | ’..-.;ﬁ fmﬂ::E-,ﬁLE ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
I SAW A WHOLE | ARE MO MEN I¥ The Sun’s The Sun and Mercury
SOCLMENTARY BLASK relationship with are both stressing
AR OUT THEM. thatintense planet, your working affairs
l Pluto, generally adds inarather favourable
EORRELT... determination and vigour to manner. Itis time to turn your
events in your life. On a specific attention to personal matters,
level, you may expecttoreceive  seeing to it that harmonious

relationships form the basis of a
satisfactory public and
professional life. The two are
closely linked - as you know.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Along-standing

little thinking about relationship or
your long-term involvement still
hopes and wishes, appears to be going

through an intense phase. What
transpired at work today may

3 Try talking to people and see arouse your emotions, especially
L THAT Soaminrs, i what responses you get. You if colleagues seem determined
REASOMARLE . . may find that by using a partner ~ tobecome dependent on you.
-;c as a sounding-board you Still, perhapsitis time you took a
| - receive advice that you never little more responsibility.
a thought possible.
H SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
3 GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) The current Sun-
! There may be a clash Moon pattern
3 of priorities as family suggests that a move
i members and home or major upheaval
? interests compete will be to your advantage. Public
£ for attention with professional and professional issues may be
- ambitions. It may be a partner dominated by purely personal
who is the unwitting cause of a and private feelings. What that
current dilemma. If so, give means is that you have to figure
them all the space and support out your own motivations

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

WHY ARE YOl GOOGLING
YTHE TORP 150 MOST ANNOYING

INSFIRATION

I'M IN A EUT, SO
I'M LOOKIMNG FOR

Lot wemilpsa lpeerm 5 B8 W s
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Difficulty Level 4s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
Genius

SUDOKU 4036

.".‘-F.:_r.[r"&:" E‘._‘-f‘-r"- -

they need to sort it out. before you can do anything else.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
The Sun has now The overall lunar
ver@ | been joined by picture signifies that
e oy Mercury inan the tide of fortune is
adventurous allready to turnin
position, a pretty good signthat  your favour. Indeed, imminent

many of you are likely to be
travelling far afield over the
next month. All adventurous
Cancerians will be in their

forget the past and concentrate

developments canonlylead to
further satisfaction and a sense of
deepening personal fulfilment.
Aslongas you feel richer inside, it

element, expanding their willall be worthit.

horizons and extending their

boundaries. AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

Your powerful sense

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) of right and wrong is
In the past you have your best ally at the
changed your ideas moment. Remember
rather too often. all those wonderful sayings
Now, however, you about turning the other cheek

must make up your mind, and how you should forgive

your enemies seven times
seven. That's the best advice

To) on turning current situations
to your own good fortune. At right now. A friendly hint from a
m
9 b4 o ey home, by the way, you could colleague could also point you
] 11 < ] 2113 7|8 _ 4 8 benefit from a family ina positive direction at work.
p 2 A |2 1 [8lal1]|z6/8]75]3 gathering PISCES (Feb 20- Mar20)
1 ' s : VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) You may expect
| ﬂ E o 3 9|8 5'4/2 1 6 If you have managed some good fortune
| g 4 3/ TI19/B|115|8!|2 to extract watertight but, in a way, that’s
| guarantees or not the important
| E 7 5 4 E B (7p) 96 5|3 42| { E' 7 assurances, then point. Rather, you must see that
| 4 - 2 2 1 BIGITI5!13/94 you have nothing to fear. It is all parts of your character are
(@) important that you build up a expressed to the full and that
| E 1 |: 712 4 5 9 'E E 311 support network of friendsand  your life as a whole is happy and
| r ' relatives who you know will contented. You can always find
| G 2] . 3 289/3]17/1/6]4/2|8 back you to the hilt, whatever a positive outlet, even when
| 117 5 (@) 18 614 231975 happens and through thick unexpected difficulties come
w b o T ——— T W e — and thin. yourway.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Government or Central Government agencies.

priate class with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

“CHIEF ENGINEER, KANGRA ZONE, HPPWD, DHARAMSHALA"

UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA

The Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone), HPPWD, Dharamshala-176 215 on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh, invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of Bridges under
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-l [Batch-I] for the year 2017-18 for each of the following 02 (Two)
works from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD, CPWD, P&T, Railway & other State

Non-registered bidders may submit bids; however, the successful bidders must get registered in appro-

"Division | Package T Name of the Work | Estimated Cost

~Total Cost Period of | Bid™ |

Dalhousie.
For further details please log on to https:/pmgsytendershp.gov.in

2964/H.P.

No. (Rs. in Lacs) (In Lacs) | Completion Security
r . - (Months) (Rs.
Constr- | Mainten- Lacs)
| uction | ance
1 |' 2 [ 3 - 2 I' 5 6 7 1 8 |
Bharmour | HP-02-266| Construction of 33.50 mtrs Span 1/8.64 | - 178.64 12 3.57
Bridge over Huraid Nallah on
Mehla Bhagiar Road at RD 9/065.

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays
due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid
updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’
responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Last Date/ Time and place for receipt of bids through e-procurement:- Bids can be submitted online from
Date 30 Month 11 Year 2019 to Date 21 Month 12 Year 2019 upto 1700 Hours and will be opened on Date
23 Month 12 Year 2019 at 1130 Hours in the office of Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, HPPWD,

The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without declaring any reasons there-of.

Chief Engineer,
Kangra Zone, HPPWD,
at Dharmshala.

e-Procurement Notice

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer HP PWD Shillai District Sirmour HP on behalf of Governor of HP invites the
online bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover System for the under mentioned work from|
the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HP PWD Department.

Key Date

Date of on line Publication

Document Download Start & End Date
Bid Submission start & End date :
Physical Submission of EMD and cost of Tender document :

W okoNp= DT

issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.
4. TENDER DETAILS:-
The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:-

and venue.

deadline date for bid submission.

2975/HP

{Sr. | Name of Work “Estimated | Earnest | Time | Costof | Eligible
No. Cost Money Limit Tender Class of
Form | Contractors

‘1. | Improvement and Metaling Taring on Bella | 2,16,11,558/-| 2,48,620/- | Eighteen| 5,000/ A
Bashwa road Km 0/00 to 6/200 (SH- Months Class
Removal of formation deficiency Clo
Retaining structure, C.D works M/T, Side drain
,Essential Parapets and road sing furniture in
KM 0/0 to 6/200) under NABARD RIDF-XXV.

12. | Periodical renewal on Solan Meenus road | 32,94,541/- | 57,000/- Two 1,500/ “C” Class
under additional Km to Annual Maintenance Months & Above
plan for the year 2018-19 for Major Distt
.Road (MDR) (SH- Repair of pot holes , P/L
25 mm thick Bituminous concrete in Km
123/00 to 125/00 and 126/00 to 128/325).

1 27.11.2019 at 10.30 hrs.

1 27.11.2019 at 3.00 hrs. upto 11.12.2019 at 5.00 hrs.
1 27.11.2019 at 3.00 hrs.upto 11.12.2019 at 5.00 hrs.
12.12.2019 upto 11.30 hrs.

Date of Technical Bid opening Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by opening of financial: 12.12.2019 upto 12.30 hrs.

Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in.

Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bid-
der is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized certifying Authorities
(CA). Aspiring bidder who have not obtained the user ID and password https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital sig-
nature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature

i)  Cover shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/Eligibility information”)
i)  Cover shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”. Where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

5. SUMBISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:- The bidders are required to submit(a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and other
Technical Documents in O/O the Executive Engineer HP PWD Shillai.

6. BID OPENDING DETAILS:- The shall be opened on 12.12.2019 At 12.30 hrs. In the office Executive
Engineer B&R Division Shillai HP PWD Shillai. In their interest of bidders they are advised to be present
along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office happens to be closed on the
date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90/120 days after the

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bids updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
HPPWD Division Shillai,
Distt. Sirmour HP.

websile

IRDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PUNE
[An Insditute of National Impartance, established by NHAD,

Govt. of India ender PPP mode)
Motification for Admission to Programme, December 2019

Raf no: IITPPh.DL20158- 2041383 Bt 20011/2018

Applicatians areinvilsd for admission b Ph.D. programenas al BT Purs
In various cepanments of the instbiute, The detailed requirements,
efiphifty crteria, and apolicabion form are evailaba on the insiidubs
wehsile. The scamed copy of the applcatian farm (Mo need to 2end
hand copy ) completed inall respect along with reguisae

fed must by emall to academles.litp@gmall.eam lalesl by
15127201%. Any update or cormgencum Wil be published in Institute’s
DIRECTOR |

SAFDARJUNG HOSPITAL & VMMC, New Delhi

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

HIT HNo. HSCCMAINT!SJH-3SB/2012/02 Dated: 20.11.2018
Safdarjung Hospital & VMMG, New Dbl Ihrough HSEC {India) Lid
itz anling fem rate ds lhrcugh e-dendenng om 2ligicls
contractorsfirms for the works “Ooerabon & Mantenance o
sardces at SUPER SPECIALTY BLOCK at Satdanung Hospitad,
Mew Delhi®, Esbriated cost of warks: Rs. 700 Lakhs, Complalian
pericd: 12 Months and othar dotails are avalleble on dedadad NIT
Tanddr awesdable omdne from 22112099 amd Last Dala of
submission of Bids is (€. 12,2015

The delailed WIT will be avalabls on e-l=nder gortal
wavra tenderwizard .comHSCC, HS0D webhsibe wew hsocid.co.in |
arg CFP partal. I:El"l"ll:lI‘."l"ll:llJ"I'l|i-l'.‘-|'|'|l5 oubheation, if sy, would app=ar
arly on Said websies and not be published DGM ChAT, HECE 0 Lid

OFFICE: ADDITIONAL PRINCIPAL CHIEF
CONSERVATOR OF FOREST,

CAMPA, JHARKHAND, RANCHI
REF Mo.-PR MNo-220785, Dated 26.10.2018 &

PRNo. 221214 dated 31.10,2019
(RFP Mo. 03/2019)

Motics Inviting RFP for Selaction of Agency for Third

Party Ewvaluation of worke done under Compensatory
Atorestation Fund Management and Planning Authority

(CAMPA) In Jharkhand _
Im continwation o the above mentioned reference
PR nos, the RFP (Request for Proposal) invited for
salaction of Agency for Thied Pary Evalustion of works
doews under Compensalony Allorestation Fund Management
and Planning Autharity (CAMPA)Y in  Jharkhand  vde
aforementionad BFP Mo, D32010 s hereby cancelled,
Sdi-
Additional PCCF, CAMPA,
Department of Forest, Environment and
Climata Change Department,
Jharkhand, Ranchi

PR2Z2043 Farest, Enviranment and Clhmats Changes)1B-20°0

F'Llrl||1 Slite ll'-ul Corpormiion Lindisd

t,#g PSPCL

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala
O/O Dy. CE/TL Circle, PSPCL, Patiala, Flat No. 11,
Officer’s Flats, Shakti Vihar, PATIALA-147001
Tel. No. 0175-2301339 Email ID tl.circle.pspcl.pta@gmail.com
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Open E-Tender Notice)
|E-Tender | Construction of 66 kv SC/DC Killi Nihal Singh Wala to Bhalaiana
Notice for| Line.
E-Tender Enquiry No. 180/TLC/PTA/2019-20

Completion Period 3 Months from the issue of Work order Tender Cost 1180/-
and EMD 60,000/-

Last date & time for downloading of e-tender
Last date & time for up-loading of e-tender

| Last date & time for Submission of Documents
Date & time for opening of Tenders

‘Note:

Details of NIT may be download from PSPCL website www.pspcl.in and
https://pspcl.abcprocure.com.

The tender shall be accepted only through online mode.

In case tender process is not completed due to any reason, no corrigendum
will be pulished in newspapers. Details regarding corrigendum may be seen on
official PSPCL website www.pspcl.in and https://pspcl.abcprocure.com

AR Dy Chief Engineer/TL Circle PSPCL Patiala

| 16.12.2019 Upto 05.00 PM
17.12.2019 Upto 11.00 AM
17.12.2019 Upto 11.00 AM
17.12.2019 at 11.30 AM

wagrr  TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram-639 136, Karur Dist, Tamil Nadu.
Ph: 04324-277 001 (10 Lines), Fax: 04324-277 025 / 276 368

e-mail: purchase.rawmatli@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender No.r I Material Description Due Date

192013 | . : -
005334 | Pigment Dyes (Violet & Blue)

Detailed requirements, Qty, period, Terms & conditions, Tender Fee,
EMD are available in tender document at our websites: www.tnpl.com /|
www.tenders.tn.gov.in

DIPR/ 4458 /Tender/2019 F V

12.12.2019

- Maker of bagasse

NORTHERN RAILWWAY

TENDER NOTICE (through e-tendering)

5 App. Cioat Tandar invitin Tandesr Earnost Monay
b | Mamns of work with its location of the work |:|-*|I|1 ’* et Docuracd | fo be dapo sited
: {ln Ra.j iTier Addras Fee ImRs)  (inRs.|
1. | Trenchirg, laying and temeinabon of A S Dhiwinicnal Sigyroad & Tebedxom M. Hs
cables in conmacilon with 1) | 12597, 668 Engincen, Norfhem Eobway, | 5000- 2 13EHEO0
Canarruehan of ROA &% LG Mo 20-C &1 o1k Ird Floor. fnnex-1, DRM ofice, only 0k
FLRE i
Rakwty Km. 32012-14 on DUFUMB P Dol 170005,

AOBE n =a of L-Neg no. 61 al B, 3725 on DLIAAAEE. 8 Consbucion of LHS

and 83 cnid I8 -5RE sa0Eam

Mextise Badid al SET brand S Fliod:, DM G Gn, Seas aairy roded. My Dkl - 110055,
Tendar M TH-5lg"18MiTender 1322 Dalod © 20.11.2018.

BEERVING CUESTOMERS WITH A EMILE

2L Coivitrocton of BB al LS 346 (= S5 51 T of CLk-UMMBL X, Prowiion ol Road under pass inlberl of BCC Box al
LG Mo, ©:2% al ¥m 4001921 belweaen Hasana - Soneoat sinbion 4 Provison of Road undsr pasa intemal of BEC
By il L Mo O34 81 Km 25N 719 he b e Hars rmas = Sone e siobon 5 Provtssom o Hnaet unces peas s el of
RCE Box ml-LG Mo, o1 57 Bm 2v3-5 bamagan Mamndn-Radabana siaroe, €)1 Prossaion of Foaed imder phss
rernal of ROC Boo @t LC Mo, Spd-30 8l Ky 5003-5 Detween Soniped-Sendal Kaean elalion, T). Corairaction of

P23 28 hetween GAA-BZIT, 9], Corminection ef LHS 22 LC Mo 168 C i Jdakral yard: 100 Corstruciion af L4S ai
LC M. BY o BN, 14273132 haoteonn HLER-AMK of DLEUSE Scetion. 19 Comginaclion.of ROE of LC 30,45

Daie & Tome for Closed of kender © Terder uploaded deds B rme- 91123803 up b 1500 fes Websre padicular & nobice
bioard Iocation whire comalels cetails of he terdor can b seon edn. @ 5o o MRl snhoin wawlreps.covin B

gl LE Mo, 84 &l Fm

IT1EM9

NIT NO. 36/S-11/2019-20
Press Tender

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) I
JAL SADAN: LAJPAT NAGAR: NEW DELHI

Last Date and Time |

Advt. No. J.S.V. 552/2019-20

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) I

S. Name of work Reserve Date of release of
No price tenderine for download & RTGS
procurement solution through e
procurement solution
1. | Improvement of sewerage system of Kilokari Village by, 2573706/-  2019_DJB_184057_3 9.12.2019 upto
laying sewer line from Vaishno Mandir to Gate near Shiv 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
Mandir under EE(S) Il (AC-41 Jangpura)
2. | Replacement/ Providing/ laying sewer lines i/c making 2612762/- 2019_DJB_184057_4 9.12.2019 upto
outfall arrangement at Sriniwas Puri under EE(S) 1l (AC- 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
51 Kalkaji)
3.| Improvement of sewerage system by replacement of 2608637/-1 2019_DJB_184057_5 = 9.12.2019 upto |
sewer line at Krishna Gali main Road to F-461 Krishna 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
Gali in K.M.Pur in South-1l (AC-42 Kasturba Nagar) Re-
invite
4.| Improvement of sewerage system near Salni Chopal in 2884750/~ 2019_DJB_184057_6  9.12.2019 upto Bl
Hari Nagar Ashram by replacemet of old sewer line 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
under EE(S) Il (AC-41 Jangpura) Re-invite
5. | Improvement of sewerage system by replacement of old 2938783/- 2019_DJB_184057_7 9.12.2019 upto I
damaged sewer line from H.No. 44 to H.No. 58 Ring 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
Road Lajpat Nagar-Ill under EE(S) Il (AC-42 Kasturba
| Nagar)
6. | Improvement of sewerage system by replacement of 3044115/- 2019_DJB_184057_8 9.12.2019 upto
sewer line at Shiv Gali, Krishna Gali, Shyam Gali, 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
Subhash Gali, Laxman Gali and Dayanand Gali in
K.M.Pur in South-1l (AC-42 Kasturba Nagar) Re-invite
7. | Improvement of sewerage system by replacement of 4517827/- 2019_DJB_184057_9 = 9.12.2019 upto |
sewer line at A-80 to A-75, A-117 to A-134, A-108 to A- 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
89 and adjoining area in Lajpat Nagar-I in South-II (AC-
42 Kasturba Nagar) Re-invite I
8.| P/L 150mm dia DI water main feeding to Airpori 4691698/~ 2019 DJB_184057_10 = 9.12.2019 upto |
Authority of India residential flats at INA Market from 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
| Kilokari main under EE(S) Il (Re-invite) |
9. | P/L150mm dia water line to Petrol Pump near |.P. Depot 4065066/- 2019_DJB_184057_11  9.12.2019 upto [
under EE(S) Il (AC-41 Jangpura) Re-invite 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
10., Replacement of water lines in Central Road Bhogal' 4163353/- | 2019_DJB_184057_12 = 9.12.2019 upto I
| under EE(S) Il (AC-41 Jangpura) 19.11.2019 2.00 PM
Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-

35. Com

epaper e




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,NOVEMBER 21,2019

23 SPORT

Eyes on Rahane
and Mayank

ahead of squad
selection

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 20

THE SELECTION meeting in Kolkata on
Thursday for the upcoming limited-overs se-
ries against West Indies is an opportunity for
the MSK Prasad-led panel to have a rethink.
For some reason, Ajinkya Rahane was binned
as a white-ball player after the South Africa
tourin early 2018. Manic experiments followed
in search of the ideal No. 4 for the World Cup.
When India crashed out of the World Cup,
nine-ODI-old Rishabh Pant had walked out to
batin that position. That Rahane wasn’t doing
well by his standards even in the long-form
during that period didn’t help his cause. But
now the Test team vice-captain is back at his
best, as his Test average — 73.87 —and two hun-
dreds under pressure in seven matches this
year confirm. The question, however, is: Can
the 31-year-old convince the selectors that his
Test form could be replicated in ODIs as well?

India host three T20 Internationals and as
many ODIs against West Indies in December.
If the panel sticks toits policy of workload man-
agement for key players -- Virat Kohli was
rested for the three T20Is against Bangladesh
-- then Rohit, too, deserves a break. Rohit has
been playing almost non-stop this year -- 25
ODIs, 11 T20Is and four Tests so far apart from
the IPL. If he is rested, then Rahane, who till
2017 was the Indian team’s reserve opener in
white-ball cricket, becomes a serious con-
tender on form.

Mayank Agarwal, too, isin red-hot formin
Test cricket, fresh from two double hundreds
and a century in his last four matches. Given
that Shikhar Dhawan is going through a mini
slump, Agarwal should be a strong contender
for the opening slot in the ODIs.

That he can open the innings as well as bat
down the order at No.4 should, at least theoret-
ically, bolster Rahane’s case.Then again, it needs
to be seen if the selection panel considers the
T20I and the ODI squads in isolation. If their
thought process is completely 2020 World
T20-oriented, with the ODI series fitting in as
anextension, then its unlikely that Rahane will
getalook-in.

Mumbiai police refuse

to provide security for
Dec 6 India-WI'T20I

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

THE BCCI may be required to find a different
venue for the India-West Indies T20
International, scheduled to be held at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on Decemeber
6, after the city police verbally informed the
Mumbai Cricket Association of their inability to
provide security for the match.

The police want MCA to change the venue
as match-day coincides with Dr Ambedkar
Mahaparinirvan Diwas, which will be ob-
served on December 6, as well as the anniver-
sary of the Babri Masjid demolition. Security
in the city is typically heightened around this
time, and police forces tend to be stretched
while maintaining law and order in the city.
The Indian Express understands that MCA has
informed its Apex Council members about
Mumbai Police’ request during its meeting
held on Wednesday. It is learnt that MCA will
meet Mumbai Police officials on Thursday in
this regard.

“Mumbai Police has expressed their views
on providing no security on that particular day
forthe T20international game. Police will have
heavy bandobast across city as people fromall
over Maharashtra come to the Chaityabhoomi
at Shivaji Park on Mahaparinirvan day. At the
same time Police doesn’t want to take any risk
post the Ayodhya judgment. But we will meet
officers again and checkif security canbe made
available,” an MCA official said.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ljust hope this marks the

beginning of where we get huge
crowds coming into the stadium
and Test cricket gets its credit.”

RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN,
ON PINK BALL CRICKET
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CAN WIN WITH THE

HANDS T

2D

Indian players warm-up before a practice session at Eden Gardens on Wednesday. Partha Paul

Shami can be
deadly on any
surface, with
any ball: Saha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 20

INDIA WICKETKEEPER Wriddhiman Saha
on Wednesday brushed aside concerns
about pink ball being a challenge for
bowlers like Mohammed Shami who, ac-
cording to him, can be trusted to come good
irrespective of the ball’s colour or the na-
ture of the surface.

India will take on Bangladesh in their
maiden Day/Night Test starting here on
Friday. Shami had a match-haul of seven
wickets among the Indian pace attack’s col-
lective haul of 14 scalps in the home team’s
innings and 130-run victory over Bangladesh
in the first Test in Indore.

“With the form they (Shami, Ishant
Sharma and Umesh Yadav) are in, the pink
ball is not a factor. Especially (Mohammed)
Shami, he can be deadly on any wicket. He
has pace and is able to extract reverse swing,”
Saha said when asked whether colour of the
ball will make more difference.

Saha said that they haven’t yet checked
how much movement is on offer as far as
pink ball is concerned.

“We are yet to see the movement of the
pink ball. But the colour of the ball won’t
matter with the current form of our pacers,”
Saha added.

A handful of Indian players, including
Bengal’s Shami and Saha, have pink ball ex-
perience in domestic cricket but the wicket-
keeper pointed out that it was a Kookaburra.

“The only change is the colour of the ball.
It's made differently. There’s also a change in
the timing and picking the ball a bit difficult
in twilight. It may help the pacers but will be
challenging for the batsmen,” Saha said.

Ballad of East and West

Cultural as well as cricketing connections makes the upcoming Kolkata Test a special occasion for many in the Bangladesh team

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE NOVELTY of a day-night Test on Indian
soil aside, everything else at the upcoming
India-Bangladesh Test will likely be more of
the same. An extra coat of lacquer on the
pink ball to aid swing, a greener pitch that
might result in exaggerated seam move-
ment, dew and the twilight zone, a period
that players dread because of the reduced
visibility factor — all these issues are rele-
vant when there’s a battle of equals. But be-
tween India and Bangladesh, the gulf in Test
cricket is so wide that the hosts are expected
to make light of the obstacles that a day-
night Test could present.

On Wednesday, BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly voiced his excitement that first four
days of the Eden Test is a sell-out. Then again,
Bangladesh would do well if they can take
the game that far. In good batting conditions
at Indore, they lost inside three days even
after India had dropped a few sitters in both
innings. So red or pink, the visitors’ degree of
difficulty remains the same.

Thatdoesn’t mean Bangladesh are an af-
terthought in the upcoming contest. Their
weakness doesn’t make the affair any less
significant for them.

A common thread

And yet, an India versus Bangladesh Test
in Kolkata is special. Bangladesh have been
playing Test cricket since 2000. They had to
wait for nearly two decades to play a Test in
the city where their national poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam had established himself as an
anti-colonial revolutionary through his liter-
ary works. This is where Rabindranath

Tagore was born and bred and laid out his
lyrical oeuvres including Amar Sonar Bangla
— Bangladesh’s national anthem. Tagore
wrote and composed the national anthem
of both India and Bangladesh. So whenever
the two teams play, the Nobel Laureate re-
mains a common thread.

The Rad(cliffe Line divided the same peo-
ple and same culture in 1947. Seventy-two
years down the line, Kolkata or Bengal, like
the Punjab region, still have a great many peo-
ple who feel nostalgic about their ancestral
homeland on the other side of the border. East
Bengal Club secretary Kalyan Majumdar, in
fact, bears a grudge that his ancestors were
uprooted. “No, no, we don’t see any emotional
connect with Bangladesh or their cricket
team. When you have your past generations
uprooted from their birthplace, anger had to
be the only recourse. As for us, our generation
and our children, we are Indians and we don’t
relate ourselves to Bangladesh in any way. We
were very happy to see India’s resounding
victory atIndore. We would be very happy to
see India roll over Bangladesh here,”
Majumdar told The Indian Express.

His forefathers migrated from Noakhali
in erstwhile East Bengal. Majumdar, an em-
inent writer, quoted William Wordsworth
to describe his family’s past — “emotion rec-
ollected in tranquillity”. He helms a football
club that still carries its pre-Partition name.
“Our fan base no longer sees the East Bengal
Club as an association for those who came
here after the Partition. Far from it. But the
name hasn’t been changed because of the
fond nostalgia.”

Former Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB)
joint-secretary Subir Ganguly, also an ex-East
Bengal official, concurred. “There’s absolutely
no sentiment attached,” he said. But Ganguly
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Many Bangladeshi players, including Mushfiqur Rahim, played age-group cricket

at Eden Gardens.

also agreed with the “fond nostalgia” part.

Majumdar opined that even the ‘Bengali-
connect’ bit has become passé. “That feel-
ing existed till the 1970s. Now, in the era of
globalisation, youngsters see themselves as
Indians first and members of the world
next,” he said.

Return to alma mater
As for the Bangladesh players, a lot them

have returned to the place where they
played cricket as kids. Under the late
Jagmohan Dalmiya, the CAB had an ex-
change programme with the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) and the likes of
Mushfiqur Rahim, Mominul Haque, Liton
Das and Mohammad Mithun, and also
Tamim Igbal and Shakib Al Hasan, came
here to play matches as U-14s and U-16s.
“Of course this is a special occasion for

us. We waited 19 years to play a Test at Eden.
For the players, emotions will evaporate
once the match starts, but we will cherish
the memory of this game,” said a
Bangladesh team official.

Coming back to Dalmiya, he was instru-
mental in bringing Bangladesh to the Test fold.

“Even much before Bangladesh got Test
status, the relationship between the BCB and
the CAB was at a different level. I fondly re-
member the love that my father had re-
ceived when the ICC Knockout tournament
was held there in 1998. That was the first
major ICC global tournament, which was
also organised to generate funds, for the ICC
didn’t have any funds at that point time,”
Avishek, Dalmiya’s son, told this paper.

The knockout tournament was the
opening gambit, with an eye to take Test
cricket to Bangladesh. “The CAB had sent its
curator and ground staff to ensure the (ICC)
tournament was successfully organised.
From that point of time the whole initiative
that Bangladesh should get Test status
started. In 2000, which was my father’s fi-
nal year as the ICC president, Test status was
given to Bangladesh despite some objec-
tions from certain nations. The Asian bloc
supported the move and eventually it was
a unanimous decision. So obviously, it has
been a very long wait (to host Bangladesh
for a Test) as far as Eden Gardens is con-
cerned. And it’s a very nostalgic moment
for all of us here. All the old memories are
back again, which makes one emotional,”
Avishek said.

It’s befitting that Bangladesh are part of
this historic occasion — the first-ever day-
night Test in India at Eden. Just that a full
house would hope the visitors show some
stomach for a fight.

When Taufel buried face in a pillow and burst into tears after close shave

VISHAL MENON
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER 20

THE WORD ‘superstition’ entered the con-
versation seamlessly. Simon Taufel, the for-
mer Australia umpire was narrating a life-
changing incident to Harbhajan Singh during
the latter’s book launch ‘Finding the Gaps’ in
New Delhi. Like most cricketers, Taufel, too
had a superstition. Whenever he was on
duty, he would never change his bus seats.
On March 1,2009 — in Lahore to officiate the
second Pakistan-Sri Lanka Test match — he
decided to take an exception to his supersti-
tion, when he found fourth umpire Ahsan
Raza perched on his designated spot.
Moments later, terrorists sprayed bullets
that killed the bus driver and injured Raza.
“There were a lot of things that were hap-
pening. The vehicle we were travelling in
was shot at and killed our driver. One bullet
razed past Raza’s shoulder, and the other
was lodged in his stomach. To imagine that
if Thad not taken an exception to my super-
stition that day,  would have had to cop that
bullet. I remember sitting in that vehicle
holding onto Peter’s (Manuel) arms, not
knowing what to make of the situation,”
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Taufel recounted.

Harbhajan, like the rest, was in rapt at-
tention, and fired a question: “How did you
find courage to walk back on the cricket field
again?” Taufel paused for a moment before
responding: “It’s interesting that you asked
me this because two weeks later, after spend-
ing time with my family, [ was travelling to
New Zealand, which back then I thought was
great because it would still be closer to my
home. But the important thing for me was
to debrief, unpack and share that incident to
as many people as possible. I realized that
trying to suppress or withdraw would not
help me move forward.”

Despite Taufel’s best efforts to move on,
the after-effects from that heart-wrenching
incident would persist. During a flight to
Sydney, the five-time recipient of Best Umpire
Award, had barely settled into his business-
class seat, when the attendant came up to
him to offer her support. This brought back
horrific memories of the Lahore tragedy. As
the plane roared up the runway for takeoff,
Taufel remembers holding the pillow on his
face and bursting into tears.

What makes the Aussie unique, accord-
ing to Harbhajan, is his ability to do things
differently. “He was the only umpire I re-

Former umpire Simon Taufel at a book
launch in New Delhi

member who used to wear spikes onto the
cricket field. When I asked him the reason,
he told me that if  wore spikes, chances are
thatIwould not slip and fall. In turn, it helped
me keep focus on everything that was hap-
pening on the field,” he recounts.

Terming umpiring as a thankless profes-
sion, Harbhajan says it’s a job that requires
skill and tremendous concentration. “With
so much technology around, everyone thinks
they can be a good umpire. Outin the middle,
you only have a split second to make that de-

cision and it’s really tough. As players, we are
allowed to play one bad shot or bowl one bad
delivery and still get away with it. Butimag-
ine these guys. One bad decision can change
the outcome of the match.”

Taufel admits his years in the interna-
tional arena have taught him a fundamental
lesson: the grim acceptance that umpires are
human, far-from-perfect creatures and prone
to mistakes. This realization helped him
swallow some of the several howlers he had
committed during his 12-year career. “When
I began as an umpire at grade cricket in
Australia as a 20-year-old, I thought that
would never make a mistake. One of the
great things about being young is that you
can feelindestructible and that nothing is too
hard or impossible,” he points out.

With time, however, these opinions
changed In his debut Test — Australia-West
Indies Boxing Day Test match at MCG in 2000
— he admits he made two mistakes. Four
years later, England-New Zealand Test at
Trent Bridge was probably his worst by all
accounts. His error-count in that match was
six by the time the match wound up on Day
4.“My standards were so high that anything
less than perfect was unacceptable. The cam-
eras don'’t lie. Suddenly, the youthful concept

of confidence and bravado was blown away
with a feeling of helplessness,” he explains.
Taufel would overcome this despair by
adopting a more prosaic, yet an effective ball-
by-ball approach. Another remarkable trait he
managed toimbibe was the ability to desensi-
tize himself from the game. “There are so many
of my own little challenges I have to look into
that I really didn’t care if a batsman was ap-
proaching a personal landmark or found time
to appreciate if someone played a great shot.”
He was also blessed with a keen sixth-
sense, what he describes as “gut-feeling” that
helped him get some of the most difficult de-
cisions spot on. “The India-Pakistan ODI
game in Karachi in 2004 was probably the
noisiest venues | had ever officiated in.I don’t
remember the Indian spinner who had
elicited a faint edge from Inzamam-ul-Haq
There was no way anyone would have heard
anything in that stadium. But my gut instinct
told me that there was an edge and I went by
it. [ stood vindicated as replays later sug-
gested there was a deviation,” he recounts.
For Taufel, one of his biggest takeaways
asaninternational umpire, was his ability to
forge long-standing bonds with vastly con-
trasting personalities ranging from a Steve
Bucknor, David Shepherd to a Billy Bowden

and Steve Davis. “The relationships I have
forged with these guys is something [ will al-
ways treasure. I saw Shepherd as my men-
tor. During the 2004 India-Pakistan Test
match in Multan that both of us officiated to-
gether, | remember doing warm-ups after
the first day’s play and David would be sit-
ting in the dressing room having my ice-
cream,” he says with a chuckle.

Spending two consecutive Christmases
alone in distant Durban and the constant
yearning to be with family — wife Helen and
kids Harry, Jack and Sophie — hastened
Taufel’s retirement. His last international out-
ing was the 2012 World T20 final between
Sri Lanka and West Indies. For the audience
assembled in the national capital, this was a
nostalgic trip back into the 90s and
noughties, with a timely reminder that even
seven years after Taufel’s retirement, his pop-
ularity in India is still undiminished.

The discussion ends with lines from
‘Finding the Gaps’ that aptly sum up the af-
fable 48-year-old.”Don’t try to be perfect,
you’'ll only disappoint yourself. Don’t expect
others to be perfect, they will only fall short
of your expectations. Strive for excellence
every day and celebrate little wins and
achievements of progress along the way.
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Bhaker misses final
by one point

Putian: Manu Bhaker missed out on
the finals by a point as India drew a
blank on the second competition day
of the World Cup Finals for rifle and
pistol shooters here on Wednesday.
After Sanjeev Rajput's narrow miss on
day one, it was Bhaker in the women's
25m pistol event. Bhaker shot 583 in
qualification, the same score as two
other competitors, one of whom
made the finals with the Indian los-
ing out on lesser number of inner 10s.
In fact, both Bhaker and Australian
Elena Galiabovitch not only had the
same score, but also the same num-
ber of 17 shots in the inner 10 ring.
Among other Indians, Asian Games
champion Rahi Sarnobat shot 569 for
an 18th-place finish in the women's
25m pistol, while Anish Bhanwala
shot 578 in the men's 25m rapid fire
pistol to end in 10th position. PTI

Maradona quits as
coach of Gimnasia

Buenos Aires:Diego
Maradona has quit as
coach of Argentinian
Superliga side
Gimnasia, less than
three months after
taking over, the club
announced.
“Maradonais no longer the Gimnasia
coach,” club president Gabriel
Pellegrino said on Argentina's Radio
LaRed. “He said he was here to add to
things, not todivide,” was Pellegrino's
explanation for the World Cup-win-
ner's decision. Reports in Argentina
suggested Maradona's departure was
linked to an imminent management
shake-up at the club in La Plata, 50
kilometres from Buenos Aires.
Maradona was no longer keen on re-
maining at the club after Pellegrino,
the man who brought him back to
Argentine football, pulled out of run-
ning for re-election as the side's pres-
ident next Saturday. AFP

NADA to be present
atinter-district meet

New Delhi: Dope testing will be a part
of the National Inter-District Junior
Athletics Meet (NIDJAM) for the first
time in its 17-year-old history,
Athletics Federation of India (AFI) an-
nounced on Wednesday. The AFI con-
firmed that the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) will send a team to
collect a number of samples in the
three-day event, beginning here on
Saturday. AFI President Adille
Sumariwalla said anti-doping meas-
ures this year will be among the ma-
jor steps taken towards raising the bar
and making NIDJAM the most prized
event for the young athletes. PTI

DDCA vice-president

Bansal removed

New Delhi: The Delhi & Districts
Cricket Association (DDCA) on
Wednesday removed Rakesh Bansal
from the post of vice-president after it
came to light that he has been
chargesheeted in a criminal case.
Rakesh has been accused of signing a
cheque worth Rs 50 lakh to a com-
pany, which had subsequently
bounced. "The DDCA, on Wednesday,
received intimation that Mr. Rakesh
Bansal, who is Vice-President of
DDCA, has been accused and charged
in a criminal case for offence under
Section 138 NI Act by the Court of Mr.
Tushar Gupta, Metropolitan
Magistrate,” DDCA issued a press re-
lease. Earlier on Saturday, DDCA pres-
ident Rajat Sharma had resigned from
his post, citing his inability to continue
amidst "various pulls and pressures”.
However, the DDCA ombudsman on
Sunday rejected Sharma's resignation,
asking him to resume work as presi-
dent and also fixed November 27 to
formally hear the matter. PTI

Fast forward

Pakistan’s latest pace sensation, 16-year-old Naseem Shah, has impressed even the great Andy Roberts

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 20

A NIGHT before the tour game in Perth
against Australia 'A’, Pakistan’s premier bats-
man Babar Azam was shaken by a WhatsApp
call from the late Abdul Qadir’s son Sulaman
from Lahore.

It's bad news - the young teenaged pace
talent Naseem Shah’s mother had died, and
Sulaman, a mentor of sorts of Shah and who
took in a fresh-faced teenager at his Abdul
Qadir Academy a few years ago, wants Babar
and the team to break the news gently. “Let
him sleep now, no point in waking him and
shock him. Please tell the manager to tell the
news gently to him,” Sulaman says. Babar
promises to do the same and soon, the man-
ager is on line, affirming the same.

As it turned out, after Sulaman’s discus-
sions with the family and the team manage-
ment’s internal talks, it was decided that
Shah would play that 'A’ game. “He never
was going to make it in time for the funeral,”
Sulaman says.

He didn't bowl in the first innings and in
the second, stormed into cricketing world’s
imagination with animperious performance
- snarling bouncers that shake up Usman
Khawaja whose woes convince the selectors
not to pick him for the Test series, and
snorters from just short of length that ha-
rasses the Test opener Marcus Harris. Short
videos go viral on Twitter, Cricket Australia
puts out slightly longer versions and the
cricketing world gets all delirious - nothing
quite stirs it like the sighting of the next great
pace hope. He is 16, they say, and even if
some doubt his age, not many doubt his nat-
ural talent.

It’s just not fans that are goose bumping
but the cricketing fraternity is salivating. That
artis truly international is proven when one
hears the excited voice of the pace legend
Andy Roberts from Antigua. Turns out, a few
years ago, Roberts had been in Lahore for a
three-week pace camp and had worked with
the very young Shah. More than his own
stint, he seems to be more interested in find-
ing out about how the boy is doing now.

As one mentions a few titbits from the in-
ternet, and sends videos to him, Roberts re-
peats the full name “Naseem Shah” three to
four times, lingering and stretching
Naseeeeem in obvious pleasure.

“Wonderful talent, I remember. Just a
young kid then. You see young talent and see
some good stuff but this boy was something
else. Had everything: pace, skill to move the
ball, and was aggressive — he was very eager
to learn,” Roberts says.

So much so that, Roberts remembers the
last day, the farewell moment from the camp.
“He was almost crying, tears in his eyes that
we were leaving and camp was ending. |
used to wonder what happened to him.”

Shah and Roberts didn’t need to be wor-
ried for the talent would run in to Pakistan’s
wisest cricketing head - Mudassar Nazar, the
former opener and medium pacer whoruns
the National Cricket Academy and the man
whose brains Imran Khan used to pick dur-
ing his captaincy days.

It was during a troubled phase a couple
of years ago when Shah reached out to
Mudassar. He was hit by a serious back in-
jury. “Not just one but three stress fractures
on the back,” Mudassar seems to shudder
even now. “It was dark times indeed, and
evenas I would tell him to be strong and mo-
tivate him, even I was worried. But how hard
he worked. Great commitment and desire,”
Mudassar says.

“Mera kya hoga, sir? (What will happen
tome?)WillI be able to play again? Will  be
able to bowl as fast as before? Baccha tha,
young boy, he used to keep asking and |
would keep counselling him that he canif he
works hard. His friends and peers like Musa
Khan and Hasnain Mohammad were all go-
ing past him and that also makes one won-
der,na?”

Mudassar suggested a few course correc-
tions: the action was modified a bit - “His
front leg was going too far across at the
crease, twisting his back, and that was
changed. Small stuff like that. His overall
strength was increased. All this means, not
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Naseem Shah is set to become the youngest Test debutant on Australian soil. PCB
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only did he have to do gym sessions but also
change his action - and practise it a lot to
make it natural. It needs great passion and
hard work to do all that.”

For nine months, Shah spent hours in the
morning, afternoon, and evening working
on all that was required. “He was with me at
the academy for those months and slogged
so hard. Any early doubts I had about him
disappeared.”

Not just Mudassar but the Pakistan
cricket establishment threw their weight be-
hind Shah. He had been signed up by the PSL
team Quetta Gladiators when he was hit by
the injury. Nadeem Omar, the team'’s owner
and a godfather to many young cricket tal-
ents in the country, allowed him to be with
the team even if unfit so that he doesn’t feel
dispirited and also learns from the likes of
Viv Richards, team’s mentor.

“To bowl fast, you need to be aggressive
and you need to want to bowl fast. It causes
pain to the body and you need to withstand
it. Naseem was always eager to do whatever
was required. He had everything I would
say,” Mudassar says.

It's the nuances that Mudassar strived to
inculcate. “The angles, for example. How to
use the crease better. | would say something
about say, the need to bowl from round the
stumps and he would quickly pick it up and
do it in training. How to bowl different
lengths. He would soak it all up quickly. But
Iwould say he was already really good when

Root ready for test after Ashes blip

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
MOUNT MAUNGANUI, NOVEMBER 20

ENGLAND CAPTAIN Joe Root has declared
himself free of any Ashes hangover as he
looked to revive his fortunes and those of his
team in the two-Test series in New Zealand
starting on Thursday. Root said he had been
working on his batting shortcomings and de-
nied the Test captaincy weighed on his per-
formance in the drawn mid-year series
against Australia, in which he suffered three
ducks as England failed to regain the Ashes.

Neither England nor New Zealand were
prepared to name their line-ups Thursday
for what will be the maiden Test at Mount
Maunganui's Bay Oval ground. But Root said
rising star Jofra Archer “would bring some-
thing different to what we had previously”
in the bowling stakes, indicating the pace-
man will be included.

New Zealand will not be fighting fire with
fire — their genuine quick Lockie Fergusonis
in the squad for the first time, but captain
Kane Williamson said he would sit out the
first Test. England have had the upper hand
over New Zealand this year, narrowly win-
ning the World Cup on the boundary count-
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Joe Root prior to a training session at
Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui. AP

back rule when the final was tied, and win-
ning the recent Twenty20 series 3-2 whena
super over was needed to separate the two
sides. But while the wins were satisfying,
Root said Test cricket was another level alto-
gether and after failing to beat Australia he
fancied England could start on the road to re-
demption against New Zealand.

“Long termit's important that we look af-
ter Test cricket in England and we make it a

priority,” he said.

“You look at the guys in the dressing room
and they're all desperate to get that right. We
feel we're in a strong position to take this
team forward.”

Root, who averages 47.91 but was well off
his best with an average of 32.50 against
Australia this year, was adamant the pressure
of captaincy was not an issue. “It's very clear
that [ want to be leading this team moving
forward,” he said. “I'm not concerned about it.
I know I've not performed asI'd like toin pre-
vious series and probably over the last year,
but they're challenges you face as an interna-
tional player. It could have been exactly the
same if | wasn't captain. I've gone away and
worked out a few things and feel like my
game's in good order coming into this series.”

Despite Root's confidence, New Zealand
gointo the series ranked second in the world,
one spot ahead of England, and have won
seven of their past eight home series includ-
ing a 1-0 win in a two-match series against
England 20 months ago. Tim Southee, Trent
Boult and Neil Wagner, who took 32 of the
40 England wickets to fall in that series, were
confirmed Thursday as again forming the
bowling pace attack.

New Zealand vs England 1st Test:
Live on Sony Network: 3:30 am

Short videos go viral on Twitter,
Cricket Australia puts out
slightly longer versions and the
cricketing world gets all
delirious — nothing quite stirs it
like the sighting of the next
great pace hope.He s 16, they
say, and even if some doubt his
age, not many doubt his natural
talent.

he came to me.”

It's an impression that Shah gave to peo-
ple even years before. Sulaman, son of Qadir,
remembers the day when Shah’s uncle
Saeed brought him to his academy. Clad in
Salwar Kameez, a thin eager-eyed lower-
middle class kid from Lower Dir, a place eight
hours by road from Lahore, started to bowl
at the ground. “1am not exaggerating but the
very first ball he bowled, I was moved and
started to watch with great interest. [ had
given him an old ball mind you but he
bowled superbly. He bowled a few balls and
I remember rushing to him to tell him,
‘Naseem, what do you want to do? Under-
16, Under-19 and even Pakistan ODI team
you will play even if you don’t work hard.
That’s the kind of talent you have? But if you
work hard, you will play Test match cricket
for Pakistan and there is nothing greater than
that. Will you?’ “I won’t say that uski zehen
mey maine Test dream daala, but I am happy
to have played a small part,” Sulaman says.

Next day, Sulaman took Shah to the pace
trials for U-16. But the selection was already
done and the last-instant intervention was-
n't enough. “He was heart broken but I told
him, just trust me, work on your bowling,
next year you will get in. No one can stop
you.”

Some time later, Sulaman sent a message
to his father Qadir, who was with ZTBL, a
team in domestic cricket. “Baba, you have to
see this kid. And he said, Bhejo, send.” Soon,
Qadir was a fan. “He has everything: pace,
action, and cricketing sense. He is going to be
a big cricketer, baba said.”

Around this time, Shah started to work
with a former pacer and a respected coach
Saud Khan. “It was Saud bhai who polished
him. At the academy we had worked on his
run-up, making it more fluent, and then Saud
bhai worked a lot with him during this im-
portant phase.”

Roberts entered the picture around this
time. “To bowl fast, you have to be aggres-
sive. That he was. I told him and other
bowlers about the need to improve the
lower-body strength. The legs. Talked a bit
about the need to be accurate with bounc-
ers — even then he was very keen in bowling
them,” Roberts laughs. “Nothing out of the
world but usual stuff that you tell young pac-
ers but he was very eager.”

“You know the difference between
Pakistani and Caribbean pacers?” Roberts
warms up. “Here they constantly keep talk-
ing about need for fast pitches. As if in our
days, we bowled on really quick tracks. No
way. You have to be fast through the air, not
off the wicket. If there is help, great but the
real job is done through the air. The Pakistani
bowlers understand that. The young kid too
gotit.Iam so happy that he has continued to
work and Pakistan cricket has helped him to
reach Tests. | would be very interested in
watching how he performs.”

Only thing that Mudassar worries now is
the kind of hype building around Shah. “It
can get tricky. I hope he takes all that and set-
tles down. But it’s great that he has a great
bowler like Waqar Younis as team coach
there. Who better than him to coach?
Remember, even Wagar didn’t have success
early in Australia. His record in that country
improved later. So he will pass on all that.
And even if things don’t go according to what
we all wish; one thing is certain: Naseem will
come back from Australia a better, improved
bowler. This experience will help him a great
deal.”

How far can the boy go? “All the way, I
would say. He is the real deal,” Mudassar says.
“From what I see, he has everything, it’s up
to him now.” Roberts says.

Sulaman was at Shah’s house for the
mother’s funeral. “I spoke to him that day.
And told him ‘remember how happy your
mother would be. November 21st (the start
of the first Test) is your day, her day. You are
born to do this: be a great fast bowler. Just fo-
cus on it’. I know how terrible it is to lose a
parent; I lost my father recently and he is so
young but I just wanted to make sure that he
knows all his family, friends, Pakistan cricket
and even cricket fans around the world are
with him.” What did he say? “I will try my
best. Playing Tests for Pakistan has been my
dream. Karoonga.”

Australia vs Pakistan: 1st Test: Live on
Sony Network: 5:30 am

Qureshi’s
absence opens
door for teens
in Pak squad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

Pakistan has been forced to pick two rookie
17-year-olds for their Davis Cup encounter
against a full-strength Indian squad, after
senior players Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi and
Ageel Khan pulled out protesting against the
tie being shifted to a neutral venue.

The International Tennis Federation (ITF)
has shifted the November 29-30 tie from
Islamabad to Kazakhstan capital Nur-Sultan.

The Pakistan Tennis Federation named
teenagers Huzaifa Abdul Rehman and Shoaib
Khan, both of whom are ranked as lowly as
446 and 1004 respectively in the junior ITF
ranking list.

Yousuf Khan and Ahmad Kamil, also
teenagers, along with Amjad complete the
squad. With Pakistan's top players Aisamand
Ageel pulling out of the tie in protest against
shifting out of matches to a neutral venue,
the PTF was left with no option but to pick
junior players.

“It could have been a good tie but for
India. We are sending junior players. Our sen-
ior Davis Cup team is not coming. We are
sending our junior Davis Cup team. They are
all 16-17 years old and will gain some expe-
rience,” PTF President Salim Saifullah Khan
told PTI. “India wanted to win this tie, so now
they can win this tie easily. Everyday hun-
dreds of Indians are coming to Pakistan. Our
hotels in Islamabad are full of Indians but the
six Indian players can't come. It's a shame,”
Khan added.

In the last tie, Pakistan hosted against
Uzbekistan in April 2018, apart from Aqeel
and Aisam, Muzammil Murtaza, Heera Ashiq
and Shahzad Khan were part of the squad,
which had lost 0-4. In the same year, Pakistan
had beaten Korea 4-0 at home.

Since 2017, Pakistan hosted four Davis
Cup teams and Hong Kong was the only team
deciding against travelling to Islamabad.

The International Tennis Federation (ITF)
dismissed Pakistan's review appeal against
shifting of the tie against India to a neutral
venue and nominated Nur Sultan to host
matches on Tuesday.

When asked whether they have let their
team down by pulling out, veteran Ageel told
PTI, that it was about taking a stance.

“We have not let down our team and na-
tion, I don't think so. The Pakistan federation
is also supporting us. This is a moral stand
that we have taken. It's not that wherever
you throw us, we will go and play. In the past
also ITF has taken a few decisions that went
against us,” the 39-year-old said.

“We are also standing somewhere. We
are also playing in Group I. We have main-
tained our position by beating some good
teams in Asia zone. Aisam and [ were very
clearin our stance thatif the tie is played out-
side, we won't play,” he said.

Ageel questioned why India was given a
walkover when Australia had refused to
travel to India in May 2009 in the wake of
Mumbai terror attack during the previous
year. “Why the tie was not played on a neu-
tral venue at that time and India were given
a walkover?,” he countered, indicating that
ITFwas not fair with PTE. “We wanted a good
competition. Indian tennis federation and
Indian team have missed out on an oppor-
tunity to receive incredible hospitality and
security by refusing to visit Islamabad. We
don't understand, thousands of people are
coming here, then what was the problem
with this Indian team?”

The winner of the tie will make it to the
2020 Davis Cup Qualifiers, from where the
winning team will strive to make it to the
World Group.

The Pakistan Tennis Federation
named teenagers Huzaifa Abdul
Rehman and Shoaib Khan, both
of whom are ranked as lowly as
446 and 1004 respectively in the
junior ITF ranking list. Yousuf
Khan and Ahmad Kamil, also
teenagers, along with Amjad
complete the squad.

Bookies who approached woman
cricketer to be further investigated

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 20

TWOBOOKIES, reported to the India cricket
board’s Anti-corruption and Security Unit
(ACSU) for approaching a member of the na-
tional women’steam, have been directed by
acity court to appear before the crimebranch
for further investigations on November 22.
Thebookies-Jitendra Kothari and Rakesh
Bafna-had approached a20-year-old crick-
eter while she was rehabbing at the National
CricketAcademy in the city under the pretext
of offering her managerialservices last
February.

Thecricketer had then reported the ap-
proach, made during India-Englandone-day
series, to the International Cricket Council,
which conductedan inquiry and warned the
bookies after finding prima facie evidencea-
gainst them. Based on a reference made by
the ICC, the regionalintegrity manager of the
ACSU, Haridayal Singh Champavath, filed
acriminal complaint with the Bengaluru po-
lice in September this year.The Bengaluru po-

Accordingto the case registered
against the bookies, they were
planning to use the information
provided by the player for the
India England women’s one-day
series played at the end of
February in India. The bookies
approacher her onsocial media,
offering opportunities to appear
in commercials.

lice then registered a case of cheating and-
conspiracy against the duo.

Accordingto the complaint filed by
Champavath, the bookies approacher her
onsocial media, offering opportunities to ap-
pear in commercials. Thenthey met her at
the Chancery Pavilion hotel in Bengaluru on
February12. Bafna then sought supply of in-
formation of the team, saying hewanted to
rope in more players so as to facilitate bet-

ting. Theplayer then reported the approach
to the ICC.

Accordingto the case registered against
the bookies, they were planning to use the
information provided by the player for the
India England women’s one-day series
played at the end of February in India. ACSU
head Ajit Singh Shekhawat, a
formerRajasthan director general of police,
had spoken about a woman cricketer being
approached by bookies in September.

Withthe Bengaluru crime branch police
aggressively tracking fixingincidents after a
flurry of such instances, especially in
theKarnataka Premier League T20, the two
bookies recently approached a sessions court
in Bengaluru fearing arrest and seeking an-
ticipatorybail. Kothari,who hails from
Gurgaon, and Bafna, who’s from Cuttack,
have beengranted anticipatory bail but have
also been directed by the sessionscourt to
appear before the CCB police on November
22.The duo hasalso been asked to appear be-
fore the police twice every month. The two
bookies on Wednesdayfiled a fresh set of an-
ticipatory bail pleas.
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Jose, once more

Spurs pin their hopes on Mourinho to help them rediscover their winning ways

London: Jose Mourinho was on
Wednesday appointed
Tottenham's new manager to
replace the sacked Mauricio
Pochettino, with the club lan-
guishing 14th in the Premier
League. The Portuguese former
Chelsea, Real Madrid and
Manchester United manager
signed a contract until the end of
the 2022/23 season, with a basic
salary of £8m a year, the north
London club said in a statement.

Pochettino, 47, transformed
Spurs’ fortunes after arriving from
Southampton in 2014 and al-
though he failed to win a trophy
he took the club to the Champions
League final for the first time in
their history just six months ago.

But the Argentine was sacked
on Tuesday, with Tottenham
struggling in the league after
picking up just three wins from
their opening 12 games. This
season they were knocked out of
the League Cup by fourth-tier
Colchester United and suffered
an embarrassing 7-2 defeat at
home to Bayern Munich in the
Champions League.

“I am excited to be joining a
club with such a great heritage
and such passionate supporters,”
said Mourinho, who has won
domestic league titles in four dif-
ferent countries — Portugal,
England, Italy and Spain.

“The quality in both the
squad and the academy excites
me. Working with these players
is what has attracted me.”

Spurs Chairman Daniel Levy
said: “In Jose we have one of the
most successful managers in
football. He has a wealth of ex-
perience, can inspire teams and
is a great tactician. “He has won
honours at every club he has
coached. We believe he will
bring energy and belief to the
dressing room.”

Mourinho  has  won
Champions League titles with
Porto and Inter Milan. AFP

“What can | promise? Passion, real passion. Passion for my job, but also passion for
my club, that's the way | have been all my career and | want to try, obviously,
everything to bring happiness to everyone who loves the club.”

JOSE MOURINHO,
TOTTENHAM SPURS MANAGER

Bale sends Real Madrid a message

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NOVEMBER 20

GARETH BALE laughed and
danced with his Welsh interna-
tional teammates behind a flag
that had the message: “Wales.
Golf. Madrid. In That Order.”

The forward can look for-
ward to playing in another ma-
jor tournament with Wales af-
ter helping the national team
secure a place in next year’s
European Championship on
Tuesday. Given the way he cel-
ebrated qualification, Bale’s fu-
ture with Real Madrid might
not be so rosy.

Aaron Ramsey scored twice
— the first goal set up by a cross
from Bale — as Wales beat
Hungary 2-0 in a winner-takes-
all match in Cardiff on Tuesday.
Wales climbed from fourthtoa
second-place finish in Group E
behind Croatia, leaving
Hungary to attempt to get to
the finals via the playoffs in
March. Slovakia, which beat
Azerbaijan 2-0 on Tuesday;, fin-
ished in third place and will
also contest the playoffs.

It will be a second straight
Euros for the Welsh, after 2016
in France when they reached
the semifinals in their first ma-
jor tournament in 58 years.

That was under Chris
Coleman and now they are
coached by Ryan Giggs, the
Manchester United great who
has delivered in his first quali-
fying campaign in charge of his
country.

Under Giggs, Wales could be

Nadal keeps Spain alive against
Russia in Davis Cup Finals

Madrid: Rafael Nadal kept Spain’s
hopes alive against Russia in the
inaugural Davis Cup Finals on
Tuesday. The top-ranked
Spaniard defeated Karen
Khachanov 6-3, 7-6 (7) to level
the series 1-1 after Andrey Rublev
had rallied to beat Roberto
Bautista-Agut 3-6,6-3,7-6(0)in
the first match.

Nadal converted his second
match point at the packed “Caja
Magica” (Magic Box) center court.
That ensured the tie will be de-
cided in the doubles match,
which was set to start after mid-
nightlocal time. In the revamped
Davis Cup format debuting this
year, teams play only two singles
andadoublesineachtie,withthe

Bale’s latest act of rebellion poses new problem for Zidane.

a threat at the Europe-wide
tournament held in June and
July next year, with its forward
line containing Bale and
Manchester United’s Daniel
James while Ramsey — now at
Juventus after leaving Arsenal
in the offseason — makes runs
from midfield. Much will hinge
on the fitness of Bale and
Ramsey, who are both injury
prone. This was the first time
they started together for Wales
since a Nations League qualifier
against  Denmark  last
November.

“This is where we want to

be,” Bale said about Wales
reaching a major tournament
for only the third time. “We will
go there and have some fun
again.”

He looked like he was hav-
ing fun after the match as he
danced on the field behind a
flag whose message was seem-
ingly linked to recent com-
ments made by former Real
Madrid player Predrag
Mijatovic when discussing
Bale’s current priorities at
Madrid. Bale, who is big golf fan,
has rarely appeared for Madrid
in recent weeks because of in-

jury but was able to play for
Wales in both of its Euro 2020
qualifiers over the past week.
Once again, he shone for Wales.
Bale was given time and space
to curl in a left-footed cross
from the right wing that
Ramsey met at the far post to
head high into the net.

Ramsey’s second goal, in the
47th, was a cool finish from close
range after he latched onto an
acrobatic effort by substitute
Kieffer Moore. “It's about time
he contributed!” Bale said jok-
ingly about Ramsey. “He’s a
world class player, it’s great to
have him back and his goals
helped us through.”

The Slovaks could have qual-
ified in second place if the
Wiales-Hungary match had fin-
ished in a draw.

They did all they could, win-
ning in Trnava courtesy of
Robert Bozenik’s 19th-minute
goal and another from Marek
Hamsik in the 86th. On the final
night of qualifying, top-ranked
Belgium completed a perfect
campaign in Group I by thrash-
ing Cyprus 6-1 for a 10th straight
win.

Christian Benteke and Kevin
De Bruyne both scored twice,
with Yannick Carrasco also on
the score sheet and Christoforou
Kypros scoring an own goal.

Belgium was the most pro-
lific team in qualifying, scoring
40 goals from 15 different play-
ers. Roberto Martinez’s side
also conceded just three goals.
Russia beat San Marino 5-0 and
finished second, with its only
losses coming against Belgium.

Putting a broken house in order
O _

TWITTERATTI

SANDIPG
NOVEMBER 20

FOR THE entire duration of his
895-day stint with Manchester
United, Jose Mourinho stayed
at a 600-pound-a-night, 90-
square-metre luxury suite,
Lowry’s Riverside Suite, in
Greater Manchester. The room,
after his ouster from Old
Trafford, was duly rechristened
and marketed as “Mourinho’s
ex-suite”, at a hiked rate of 816-
pound-a-night. The Spurs man-
agement, though, needn’t
scamper to find a luxury
abode—and Mourinho, it's said
is extremely finicky about ho-
tel rooms — or shell out an ex-
orbitant amount in this regard,
as their newly-appointed man-
ager has a 25-million pound
house in central London.

It’s his increasing fondness
for the house and the city—
which he faithfully brought up
during his punditry-stint with
Sky Sports — that sparked spec-
ulations of him assuming reins
of a London-based club.
Arsenal, it was widely, assumed
— such a wedding would have
been uncomfortably ironic
given his storied antipathy to-
wards Arsene Wenger and the
club — but it’s their bitter rivals
that he would pair up with as
he begins re-ascent to manage-
rial pinnacle. And his first, and
foremost endeavour, would be
to set adifferent house in order
— the broken house that’s the
swanky new Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium.

Task One: Setting the
house in order

It's not a circumstance he's
unused to—managing a
grumpy side. Only that, he of-
ten finds himself at the other
end of the spectrum, routinely
by the third season, which ends
with an inevitable sacking and
mudslinging. But here, he's
tasked with the opposite sce-
nario, to sew a competitive
team out of a rift-riven one, to

Mourinho is a left-field appointment for Levy but if you
want a winner - and Spurs have not won a trophy for a
long time - Mourinho is your man.

JAMIE REDKNAPP

WINNING MACHINE

19

Jose Mourinho has won
19 titles (both domestic
and international)
across five different
countries.

soothe the egos, stitch a few
victories, and salvage a rapidly
drifting season.

Winning the league or even
retaining a Champions League
spot might be ambitious,
miraculous if he achieves it, but
Mourinho could do well to
overturn their wretched form,
bring back order and tactical
freshness and reinstate the
faith of their faithful.

In that sense, he's the per-
fect man to steer a sinking ship
past the choppy waters, to lift
his crew by the sheer weight of
his persona.

It’s a made-to-order script
for Mourinho—a condemned
man, sacked ingloriously by
Manchester United last year, his
managerial stock taking a beat-
ing, a few months as an outlier,
now tasked with an unenviable
task — nothing fuels him than
the world-vs-Mourinho theme.

And some of the talent. How
he carries his grouses is well-
documented—scorned by
Barcelona in the mid-aughts,
the translator days, he was
plotting their defeat for years
and he delivered his vengeance
by stopping Pep Guardiola's all-

conquering men in the 2010
Champions League semifinal.
While he didn't self-anoint a
sobriquet — like the Special
One (when he first took over
Chelsea) or the Happy One
(when he returned to Stamford
Bridge), a moniker "The
Returning One" would be apt.

Task two: Dusting off
the rustiness

There's no dearth of talent
in the Spurs ranks, and impor-
tantly players that Mourinho
appreciates like Harry Kane
and Christian Eriksen as well as
Mourinho kind of players like
Erik Lamela (under-appreci-
ated under Pochettino, but who
works hard off the ball), and
Toby Alderweireld (who he
coveted during his United
days). In fact, several times has
he raved about the technical
gifts of Spurs' players. Contrary
to popular perceptions,
Mourinho prefers technical
than powerful players.

Like for instance, his first
Chelsea side, which for most
part of his reign played an en-
thralling brand of football, with
highly technical players like
Arjen Robben and Joe Cole (at
the tip of his 4-4-2 diamond
formation) adorning his line-
up. So was it during Madrid.

And he also loves an out-
right, clinical striker in the Kane
mould (check Didier Drogba,
Karim Benzema, Samuel Eto'o
and to lesser extent Romelu
Lukaku). Only thing is that sev-
eral of them have looked jaded
like Eriksen, Lucas Moura, Dele
Alli and Moussa Sissoko. If he

can revive their form — and
Mourinho has the knack of re-
viving careers — Spurs could
hope for an upswing.

Task three:
Brand of football

Seldom ever has there been
an obsession on the style of foot-
ball in the Premier League than
it'snow. Courtesy Guardiola and
Jurgen Klopp. Pochettino didn't
lag behind either.

So there could be unflinching
scrutiny on the type of football
Mourinho's Spurs would em-
brace, especially with a club that
always professed an aggressive
approach. One who puts prag-
matism over aesthetics, the
parking the bus metaphor could
seldom be far behind. While
Mourinhois a pragmatist thana
dreamer, it’s a misconception
that he’s forthrightly defensive
—his Madrid routinely outscored
Barcelona. Rather, he's a remark-
ably flexible manager, schooled
to deliver with a variety of strate-
gies and formations. Maybe,
more than style and flourishes,
it's Mourinho’s mean streak that
Spurs will benefit from. Spurs
want to win trophies. So does
Mourinho. There could be
tantrums and histrionics en
route—very unlike any Spurs
manager—but there would be no
shortage of drama.

Task four:
Self-redemption

Even before the United
ouster, the knives were out at
Mourinho. That he didn't con-
nect well with the new genera-
tion of players. That his ideas
were dated. That his gloss was
mystique off, exacerbated by a
downward win percentage,
from a high of 76 with Madrid to
53.8 with United. That he’s yes-
terday’s man.

It's against this backdrop that
he makes his fourth entry into
the EPL, with (historically) the
least glamorous of teams. But
therein lurks the scattered
chords of his redemption song.
Jose, once more.

group winners advancing to the
knockout stage along with the
two best second-place finishers
inthe sixgroups. Russia defeated
defending champion Croatia in
Group on Monday.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic and
Britain’s Andy Murray will make
their first appearance on
Wednesday. Serbia takes on
Japan and Britain plays the
Netherlands. The Davis Cup Finals
is being played in World Cup-
style with all 18 teams playing in
asingle venue in the same week.
It is the result of a 25-year part-
nership between International
Tennis Federation and Kosmos,a
group co-founded by Barcelona
soccer player Gerard Pique. AP
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We are Hiring

One of the Leadlng chain Healthcare Diagnhostics company
Krsnaa Diagnostics Pvt. Ltd. urgently requires In house
Radiologists for Jammu, HP, UP, MP, MH & Karnataka

* Full Time

Teaching Faculty -
Pathology

Teaching Faculty -
Radiology

6. Anesthesiologist

Sr. Post Qualification
Radiologist for MD/DNB/DMRD/DMRE
* Telereporting Based out of anywhere in India
> Consultant Radiologist MD,/DNB/DMRD,/DMRE |

MD/DNB - Min. 4 yrs Exp.

MD/DNB - Min. 4 yrs Exp.

MS/DNB/D. Ortho.
(For Analysis of Radiology Images & QA)

MD/DNB/DA

MBBS for Clinical advise and

7. Doctors

QA for Teleradiology
_ = — |

resumes@krsnadiagnostics.com
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The biggest celebration of
s Indian Tribal Craft, Culture,
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CALL FOR ENTRIES USTAD SHAHIIE PARVEZ KHAN
The Indian Express announces the second edition of Tha Indian Express Excellence in ﬂt

Governance Awards. The award celebrates District Magistrates across the nation who have been
the agents of progress and change.
m Nl]‘JEMBEH 2019

----------------------------------------------------------------

AWARD CATEGORIES

* Agriculture * Inclusive Innovation
» Border Districts « lammu & Kashmir District
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« Child Development » Left Wing Extremism Districts

« Community Involvement « North East Districts

* Education « Skill Development

* Energy » Social Welfare

* Entrepreneurship * Technology Implementation ALl U

» Health * Water Management « 1000 RATISANS
» Implementation of Central Schemes * Women Development < ] 0 n 0 STORIES
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