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_ TOPOFTHE _ RAJAPKSA FAMILY STAGES COMEBACK

Gotabaya swears in brother
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Canada’s Minister of
Diversity, Bardish
Chagger, with PM Justin
Trudeau. Reuters

CANADA

4 Indian-origin
ministersinnew
Trudeau Cabinet

Ottawa: For the first time,
a Hindu woman law-
maker has been inducted
into a Canadian Cabinet as
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau unveiled his
“strong and skilled” team
of 37 ministers which also
includes three Sikh MPs.
Trudeau unveiled his
Cabinet with the induc-
tion of seven new faces,
including Anita Anand, a
former law professor at
the University of Toronto.
The three other Indian-
origin MPs, all Sikhs, in-
ducted into the Cabinet
are Navdeep Bains (42),
Bardish Chagger (39) and
Harjit Sajjan (49).

USA
Court-martialed

Navy SEAL faces
expulsionafter

Trumpclearshim

AUS Navy SEAL acquitted
of murder in a war crimes
trial but convicted of pos-
ing for pictures with the
corpse of an Iraqi de-
tainee now faces pro-
ceedings to expel him
from special forces, days
after President Donald
Trump reversed his de-
motion in rank. Special
Operations Chief Edward
Gallagher, 40, received
formal notice on
Wednesday that a “tri-
dent review board” has
been convened to weigh
his fitness to remain in
the SEALs, said Captain
Tamara Lawrence,
spokeswoman for the US
naval special warfare
command.

AUSTRALIA
PMdeniesclimate
linkas smoke
chokes Sydney

Sydney: Australia’s Prime
Minister on Thursday de-
nied his climate policies
had caused unprece-
dented bushfires ravaging
the country and insisted
his government was do-
ing enough to tackle
global warming. As blazes
that have scorched
swathes of countryside
continued to spread and
the country’s largest city
was cloaked in hazardous
smoke, conservative
leader Scott Morrison de-
fended his climate record,
saying Australia was “do-
ing our bit”. His com-
ments came after weeks
spent refusing to speak
about the link between
climate change and
deadly fires.

Mahi

nda as SriLanka’s PM

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa (right) greets his brother Mahinda after appointing him as Prime Minister at the
presidential secretariat in Colombo on Thursday. A

SHIHAR ANEEZ
COLOMBO,NOVEMBER 21

SRI LANKA’S NEWLY elected
president Gotabaya Rajapaksa
on Thursday swore in his elder
brother, former president
Mahinda Rajapaksa, as prime
minister, cementing the power-
ful family’s political comeback.

The appointment of
Mahinda Rajapaksa, 74, came
hours after the former premier
Ranil Wickremesinghe tendered
his resignation following the de-
feat of his party’s candidate in a
presidential election to Gotabaya
Rajapaksa over the weekend.

It is the first time in Sri
Lankan history that two siblings
have held the two top political
positions, although Mahinda is

' COURT DROPS CORRUPTION CHARGES AGAINST
GOTABAYA, ORDERS TRAVEL BANTOBE LIFTED

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s newly-
elected President Gotabaya
Rajapaksawas on Thursday ab-
solved of all corruption charges
linked to the embezzlement of
nearly $185,000 by a high court
which also lifted the overseas
travel ban on him and released
his impounded passport.
Gotabaya will embark on
his first foreign tour with a visit

to India on November 29.

The Special High Court in
September last year imposed
a travel ban on Rajapaksa and
six othersina corruption case.

The corruption charges that
were dropped were related to
the alleged misappropriation of
public funds for the construc-
tion of the D A Rajapaksa
Memorial and Museum. PTI

only in charge of a caretaker gov-
ernment until parliamentary
elections next year.

In a ceremony in the capital
Colombo on Thursday, Gotabaya

IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY

Trump’s ex-aide to GOP: Russia
benefits fro_m ‘fiction’ on Ukraine

AP &REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 21

KEY IMPEACHMENT witnesses
said Thursday it was clear Donald
Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani was
pursuing political investigations
of Democrats in Ukraine at
Trump’s direction. Their testi-
mony undercuts the President’s
argument he only wanted to root
out Ukrainian corruption.

State Department official
David Holmes said he understood
that Giuliani’s push to investigate
“Burisma,” the Ukraine gas com-
pany where Joe Biden’s son Hunter
served on the board, was code for
the former vice president and his
family. Former White House ad-
viser Fiona Hill warned that
Giuliani had been making “explo-
sive” and “incendiary” claims.

“He was clearly pushing for-
ward issues and ideas that would,
you know, probably come back to
hauntusandin fact,” Hill testified.
“Ithink that's where we are today.”

The House probe focuses onal-
legations that Trump sought in-
vestigations of Joe Biden and his
son—and thediscredited idea that
Ukraine rather than Russia inter-
fered in the 2016 US election — in
return for US military aid that

swore in his brother as their re-
spective wives, sons and daugh-
ters-in-law looked on.

“I wish to congratulate and
extend my warmest wishes to

TRUMP STATES HIS CASE, NOTES IN HAND

AFTERTESTIMONY by the
US ambassador to the EU,
Gordan Sondland, that the
Ukraine pressure campaign
was carried out under the
President’s orders, Trump
spoke to reporters outside
the White House with the
help of some notes.

“I'WANT NOTHING,” he read
from stationery marked
ABOARD AIRFORCEONEin
notes captured by
photographers. “lWANTNO
QUID PROQUO.” Once he
finished reading his papers,
he did not stay to engage with
reporters as he often does.

Ukraine, and for a White House
visit that the new Ukrainian

President wanted.
Hill a former White House
Russia  analyst,  warned

Republican lawmakers to quit
pushing the “fictional” Ukraine-
interference narrative as they de-
fend Trump in the inquiry.

“In the course of this investi-

gation,Iwould ask that you please
not promote politically driven
falsehoods that so clearly advance
Russian interests,” she said.

Holmes testified that he came
forward after overhearing Trump
askabout “investigations” during
a phone call with Ambassador
Gordon Sondland at a Kyiv restau-
rant this summer. AP

Hon Mahinda Rajapaksa, Prime
Minister of the Democratic,
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,”
Gotabaya tweeted afterwards.

Gotabaya, 70, had earlier
served as defence chief under
his brother Mahinda, who him-
self served as president from
2005-2015.

Mahinda, who had been Sri
Lanka’s opposition leader since
January, has held the prime min-
ister’s post twice before.

He is set to be his party’s PM
candidate ina parliamentary elec-
tion expected around April.

“The Rajapaksa brand, as ev-
idenced by the election, remains
extremely strong,” said Akhil
Bery, Eurasia’s South Asia analyst,
adding that Mahindais perceived
tobe even more popular than his
younger brother. REUTERS

Boy, 12, youngest
to be convicted
in HK protests

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 21

A 12-YEAR-OLD boy became the
youngest protester to be con-
victed in the six-month-long
pro-democracy protests in Hong
Kong as a court in the former
British colony reserved orders to
place him under counselling and
supervision for up to three years.

The probation order, if
clamped, would also leave the mi-
nor with a criminal record, Hong
Kong-based South China Morning
Post reported on Thursday.

Since the pro-democracy
protests began about six months
ago over the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s attempts to bring an
Extradition Bill, this round of
protests have caught the atten-
tion of China and the world for
their mass public participation,
specially the youth and students.

The protests are continuing
even though the government has
withdrawn the Extradition Bill.
Over 4,500 people mostly stu-
dents have been arrested so farin
the protests. The protesters are de-
manding Chief Executive Carrie
Lam’s resignation, inquiry into po-
lice brutalities and universal fran-
chise with freedom foralllocals to
contest elections. PTI

A SOVIET CLUSTER BOMB KILLED 3 BOoys ON A NOwW-PEACEFUL MOUNTAIN

Afghanistan’s curse: A bomb from two wars ago crushes a family today

THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
& FATIMAFAIZI
DAHANA-E-AHANGARAN,
NOVEMBER 21

THE THREE boys were buried on
the southern face of the moun-
tain in May. The side-by-side
graves of the brothers Amir Khan
and Liagat are marked with a
green flag. Mujtaba’s grave is
covered in a rocky mound and
light from the morning sun.
Itwas aSoviet bomb, dropped
from anaircraft decades beforein

1986, that killed them this spring
inBamiyan Province. The crudely
welded silver cylinder, just bigger
than a soda can, was one of many
others ejected from a cluster
bomb asit fell through the sky be-
fore resting in a shaded rocky
ravine for 33 years.

Accounts of children finding
old bombs and accidentally set-
ting them off have become a
central part of Afghanistan’s
story, horrifying in how fre-
quently itis repeated. The deaths
of the boys in Bamiyan, a relative
haven from the fighting all
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around the country, are a partic-
ularly cruel example of the hid-
den dangers in Afghanistan.
War after war, piling on each
other for decades, has left
Afghanistan covered in more
than 1,000 square miles of
mines, unexploded munitions,
roadside bombs and shuttered
firing ranges, according to
Afghan government data. Many
hazards have been marked, cor-
doned off, cleared or avoided.
But many also remain undis-
covered. In 2018 alone, around
118 civilians were wounded or
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Afghan officials search for unexploded landmines. Reuters file

killed each month from buried
explosives in Afghanistan, accord-

ing to Afghan governmentdata, a
threefold increase since 2013.
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS GIVEN PRISON TERMS

Six environmental conservationists accused of “spying” on Iranian military sites have re-
ceived sentences of up to 10 years in prison, according to state news agency IRNA and
Shargh daily. Sentences “from four to 10 years” have been issued for some of the case’s
suspects, IRNA quoted judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili as saying

Israel’s Netanyahu charged
in series of corruption cases

Not required by law to resign, but he will find it much more
difficult to hold on to power amid struggle to form new govt

DAVID MHALBFINGER
JERUSALEM, NOVEMBER 21

PRIME MINISTER Benjamin
Netanyahuwas indicted Thursday
on bribery, fraud and breach of
trust charges in a set of long-run-
ning corruption cases, immedi-
ately throwing his political future
into doubt and heightening the
uncertainty and chaos surround-
ing Israel's fitful, yearlong struggle
to choose its next leader.

Netanyahu, 70, who in July
became the longest-serving
prime minister in Israel’s history,
now also has the distinction of
being the first to be indicted
while in office.

The cases against Netanyahu
involve allegations of giving or of-
fering lucrative official favours to
several media tycoonsinexchange
for either favourable coverage in
news outlets or gifts worth hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars. He
has rejected the charges as false
and politically motivated.

Netanyahu is not legally re-
quired to step down. But with
Israel’s political system already
in uncharted territory, having
failed to settle upon a new prime
minister despite two elections
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Benjamin Netanyahu has
become the first sitting PM
of Israel to be indicted

and three attempts at forming a
government since April, the
criminal case against him could
make it far more difficult for him
to retain power.

After his chief rival, Benny
Gantz, said Wednesday that he
was unable to form a govern-
ment, that task shifted to
Parliament. If no lawmaker is
successful in assembling a 61-
seat majority over the next three
weeks, a third round of elections
will be called.

While Netanyahu has main-
tained strong support from his
political base so far, while crim-
inal charges against him were
still uncertain, polls have shown
that a formal indictment would
change many minds. NYT

EXPLAINED

a
What are the cases?

THE CORRUPTION charges
against Netanyahu stem from
cases known as Case 1000,
Case 2000 and Case 4000.
CASE 1000: This case re-
volves around the allegation
that Netanyahu received ex-
pensive gifts from Israeli bil-
lionaire and film producer
Arnon Milchan in exchange
for political favours.

CASE 2000: In this case, it is
alleged that Netanyahu struck
adeal with the publisher of
one of Israel’s biggest newspa-
pers for favourable coverage in
return for legislation that
would hurt the newspaper’s
biggest competitor.

CASE 4000: This is consid-
ered the most serious case,
and it involves allegations that
Netanyahu helped telecom gi-
ant Bezeq in exchange for
favourable coverage on the
firm’s Walla News website.

Indian couple accused of spying
in Germany goes on trial: report

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
BERLIN,NOVEMBER 21

AN INDIAN couple accused of
spying on Kashmiri and Sikh
groups in Germany and sharing
information with Indian intelli-
gence agents went on trial on
Thursday in Frankfurt on
charges that carry a sentence of
up to 10 years in prison,a media
report said on Thursday.
Manmohan S and his wife
Kanwal Jit K were charged with

foreign secret service agent activ-
ity in Germany in April this year.

The trial of the twoIndians ac-
cused of spying on Kashmiri and
Sikh groupsin Germany began at
the Higher Regional Court in
Frankfurt, Germany’s publicinter-
national broadcaster Deutsche
Welle reported.

Starting from January 2015,
Manmohan, 50, had allegedly
obtained information on
Kashmiri separatist and Sikh
groups operating in Germany
and passed it on to officials of

UK’s Labour pledges
Jallianwala Bagh
apology in manifesto

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, NOVEMBER 21

BRITAIN’S OPPOSITION Labour
Party on Thursday launched its
manifesto for the December 12
general election with a pledge to
institute an audit into the coun-
try’s colonial past, which would
include an apology to India for
theJallianwala Bagh massacre in
Amritsar 100 years ago.

Former British prime minister
Theresa May had stopped short of
a formal apology earlier this year
when she expressed “deepregret”
for the colonial era attack on
Vaisakhi to coincide with its 100th
anniversary this year.

In the 107-page manifesto ti-
tled ‘It's Time for Real Change’
launched by Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn, the party has pledged to
go further on the issue and apolo-
gise. The document also commits
Labour to constitute a judge-led
inquiry into Britain’s “injustices of
the past”, including a public re-
view of the country’s role in
Operation Blue Star — referred to
as the “Amritsar massacre”.

“We will issue a formal apol-
ogy for the Jallianwala Bagh

Each one, the result of an of-
ten-forgotten battle or error, has
the power to permanently dev-
astate families and their com-
munities. That was the case on
the mountain that looms over
the boys’ village: Dahana-e-
Ahangaran, a small collection of
compounds forming a peninsula
of green trees and potato fields
along a single dirt road into the
surrounding hills.

Before May 17, when the
bomb exploded, the sandstone
mountain was a playground, a
place for families to hike or gather,

Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn with his party’s
election manifesto. Reuters

massacre, and hold a public re-
view into Britain’s role in the
Amritsar massacre,” notes the
manifesto under the sub-head
“Effective Diplomacy”.

In 2014, declassified UK gov-
ernment documents had re-
vealed that British military ad-
vice was given to Indian forces
prior to Indian Army intervention
atthe Golden Temple. There have
been calls for a publicinquiry into
the exact nature of that advice
from some British Sikh groups
over the years. PTI

agrazing stop for livestock. Now it
is a crime scene, feared and
avoided, a shrine of grief.
Ultimately, it will belogged as
a data point in a galaxy of charts
and graphs attempting to de-
scribe the destructioninflicted on
this country over generations.
For Mohammad Bakhsh,
Amir Khan and Liaqat’s father,
the mountain has been a life-
long landmark in his back yard.
He is 45 now, and was just 6
when the outcropping briefly
turned into a battleground.
Back then, it was an outpost for

India’s intelligence agency, the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), posted at the Indian
Consulate in Frankfurt, the re-
port said.

From July 2017, his wife
KanwalJit, 51, is also suspected of
taking part in the intelligence
gathering, the report said, adding
thatin return for their service, the
couple allegedly received a total
of $7.974 from RAW,

Further hearings are sched-
uled until Dec 12.If convicted, they
may be jailed for up to 10 years.

Five Indians held
for trying to
enter US illegally

YOSHITA SINGH
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 21

FIVE INDIAN nationals have
been taken into custody by the
US patrol agents in New York for
trying to enter Americaillegally,
authorities said.

The US Border Patrol agents as-
signed to the Ogdensburg Border
Patrol Station in New York appre-
hended the five persons fromIndia
and a suspected smuggler on
November 15 after the smuggler
attempted to evade a temporary
immigration checkpoint.

The agency said a vehicle
driven by a US citizen evaded an
immigration checkpoint near
Morristown, New York.

Agents were able to locate
the vehicle as it turned into a
parking lot of a local business in
Ogdensburg. It added that the
occupants exited the vehicle and
ran inside the business.

Border patrol agents pursued
and were able to apprehend the
driver and five persons from India
who do not have immigration
documentationallowing themto
remain in the US legally. All per-
sons were taken into custody and
transported to the Ogdensburg
Border Patrol Station for further
processing. PTI

the American-supported insur-
gents who were fighting Soviet
invaders. The mountain’s eleva-
tion, boulders and view of the
surrounding valleys made for
ample protection against the
military convoys navigating the
single road below.

Bakhsh says he does not re-
call much of the fighting other
than that the insurgents had the
high ground and the Soviets did
not. He does not remember the
plane that dropped the bomb
that would one day kill his sons
and their friend. NYT




