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2 lynched in
West Bengal
over suspicion
of cow theft

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 21

TWO MEN were lynched in West
Bengal’s Coochbehar district
Thursday for allegedly ferrying
two stolen cows ina vehicle with
no number plate, police said,
adding that 13 people have been
arrested so far. According to an
officer probing the case,
rumours of cows being stolen
had been rife in the area of late.

According to police,
Mathabhanga residents Prakash
Das (32) and Babul Mitra (37)
were stopped by around 20 lo-
calsat 5.30 am after they noticed
the animals in their pick-up van.
“They pulled them out and beat
them with sticks and stones be-
fore torching the vehicle. The
mob dispersed when police
reached the spot,"” said an officer
from Kotwali police station. The
men were rushed to Coochbehar
Government Medical College
and Hospital, where they suc-
cumbed to injuries. Police said
they are yet to ascertain whether
the cows were actually stolen.

"Thirteen people have been
arrested and an investigation is
underway,"” SP (Coochbehar)
Santosh Nimbalkar said. Police
deployment has beenincreased
in the area and raids are under-
way to identify others who were
part of the mob, an officer said.

The accused have been
arrested on charges of murder,
and more charges are likely to be
added, the officer said.
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BOTH PARTIES EXPECT DEPUTY CM POSTS

After Sonia greenlight, Cong & NCP

tojoin Sena-led govt in Maharashtra

Ahead of power-sharing deal, Uddhav
meets Pawar; Cong heads to Mumbai

MANOJCG &
VISHWAS WAGHMODE
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI,
NOVEMBER 21

THE UNCERTAINTY over govern-
ment formation in Maharashtra
is set to end within the next 48
hours with the Congress and
NCP reaching an understanding
Thursday on backing a Shiv
Sena-led government in the
state. The two parties, sources
said, will join the government
and the nitty-gritty of the power-
sharing formula could be fi-
nalised and announced before
Saturday.

The Congress Working
Committee met Thursday morn-
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Ayodhya ruling darkest
spot in history but won’t
go for review: Jamiat

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE JAMIAT Ulama-i-Hind (JUH)
faction led by Maulana
Mahmood Madani has decided
not to file a review petition on
the verdict of the Supreme Court
in the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid case. The JUH working
committee that met on
Thursday adopted a resolution
describing the judgment as “the
darkest spot in the history of free
India” but said it wouldn't file a
review petition as there was
“possibility of further damage”.

Earlier this week, the Jamiat
faction led by senior Deoband
teacher Maulana Arshad Madani
and the All India Muslim
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NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 21

FROM SUPPRESSING ankle pain
to overcoming PUBG addiction —
two teenage shooters and one
who just turned 20 showed the
world how prodigiously talented
they are at the ISSF World Cup
Final with a haul of three gold
medals in a single day, an
unprecedented achievement for
the country at the year-end event
where only the best get entry.
Divyansh Singh Panwar and
Manu Bhaker, both 17, and 20-
year-old Elavenil Valarivan
scripted history for India and

Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
had said they were in favour of
filing a review petition within
the 30-day period.

The Mahmood Madani fac-
tion of the Jamiat said it was not
against others filing a review,
adding that it only hopes such a
move does not have any “nega-
tive effect”. It also demanded
that the government “open and
allow Muslims to offer prayers in
mosques controlled by the ASI
(Archaeological Survey of India)
which are undisputed”.

The Jamiat resolution
adopted on Thursday reads:
“The working committee of
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind (JUH)
holds the recent Supreme Court
verdict on Babri mosque unjust

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

took the country to the top of the
overall medals tally Thursday,
surpassing hosts  China.
Divyansh (final score 250.1) and
Elavenil (250.8) defeated their
challengers by just 0.1 point to
win their respective 10 metre air
rifle finals.

Divyansh is the first since
London Olympics bronze medal-
ist Gagan Narang in 2008, and
Elavenil since Anjali Bhagwat in
2003, to win gold medals in this
event at the World Cup Final,
where shooters qualify by accu-
mulating points from four World
Cups held through the year.

Manu, meanwhile, broke the
junior world record with a score
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ing at party chief Sonia Gandhi’s
residence and gave the green sig-
nal for an alliance with the NCP
and the ideologically incompat-
ible Shiv Sena. Senior Congress
leaders Ahmed Patel,
Mallikarjun Kharge and K C
Venugopal are expected in
Mumbai Friday where, along
with the NCP, they will finalise
the power-sharing formula with
the Shiv Sena leadership.

Late Thursday night, Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray
and his MLA-son Aaditya met
NCP chief Sharad Pawar at his
Silver Oak residence in south
Mumbai. Shiv Sena’s Rajya Sabha
member Sanjay Raut was also
present at the meeting.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Uddhav and Aaditya Thackeray at Sharad Pawar’s Mumbai home, Thursday. Nirmal Harindran

ONGC cash reserves at record
low, spend on exploration dips

SANDEEP SINGH &
ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

THE DEPLETING cash and other
bank balances of ONGC Ltd,
India’s main state-owned oil ex-
plorer that accounts for over 60
per cent of the country’s crude
oil production, finds a reflection
inthe overall capex spends of the
upstream petroleum major.
ONGC’s cash and balances
dipped to touch a record low of
Rs 504 crore in March 2019,
down from Rs 1,013 crore in
March 2018 and Rs 9,511 crore in
March 2017 and Rs 9,957 in
March 2016. While this slide in
balances is precipitated by two
deals involving ONGC'’s stake
buys in downstream oil market-
ing company Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) and Gujarat-based GSPC
that dented the former’s cash re-
serves, the government has
maintained that ONGC has “suf-
ficient lines of credit from banks
and strong access to capital mar-
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kets” to maintain its working
capital requirements.

A closer examination of the
data for the last six years, how-
ever, shows that ONGC'’s expen-
diture on exploratory wells has
almost halved from Rs 11,687
crore in the year ended March
2014 toRs 6,016 crore in the year
ended March 2019.

This decline in exploratory

expenditure comes alongside a
steady decline in domestic crude
oil production. Data shows that
domestic crude oil production
has consistently declined be-
tween FY12 (38.09 MMT) and
FY18(35.68 MMT).

The expenditure by ONGCon
developmental wells has, how-
ever, remained steady over the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In Jharkhand, Shah brings up
Ram temple: Cong tried to stall

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 21

SETTING THE tone for the five-
phase Assembly polls in
Jharkhand starting November 30,
BJP president and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah Thursday
raked up the issue of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya, abrogation of
Article 370, committee for reser-
vation of the backward and “70
years of Congress misrule” while
underlining the “double engine”
growth of Jharkhand under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Raghubar Das.
At two separate rallies in
Manika and Latehar, Shah spoke
of Modi’s “strong” response to
Pakistan following the terror
attacks in Uri and Pulwama.
Atone of the rallies, he asked

of 244.7 towin the 10m air pistol
event. For her, Thursday’s final
was all about overcoming pain
as she beat multiple World Cup
gold medallist Zorana Arunovic
of Serbia.

“She has been struggling with
ankle pain for a year and wears
insoles to deal with it. Standing
for long hours while training for
10m air pistol and 25m pistol
events makes it unbearable
sometimes. Many questioned
her when there was adipin form,
but she has shown the world she
can win against the best,” her
father Ram Krishan Bhaker, who
is in the merchant navy, said.

Manu, who first hit headlines

Atarally in Jharkhand on
Thursday. ANI

the crowd: “Should the Ram
temple be built in Ayodhya or
not? Tell me, mothers and sisters.
Every person in this country
wants a Ram temple. But the
Congress stalled the case.” It was
met with cheers of “Jai Shri Ram”.

“We wanted a resolution to
this dispute within the framework
of the Constitution. Now see, how

-'_"-. W\ i

with the blessings of Lord Ram,
Supreme Court has cleared the
way and a big temple will be con-
structed. Modiji is resolving age-
old problems,” he said.

He said that if the BJP govern-
ment returns to power, it will
form a committee toincrease the
percentage of reservation among
the backward caste. He called it
“social justice”. The government,
he said, has already undertaken
an exercise for sub-categorisa-
tion of Other Backward Class.

On Kashmir, he said the
Congress delayed abrogation of
Article 370. “Batao 370 jaani
chahiye thi ki nahi, zor se bolo jaani
chahiye thi kinahi? Aap sab ki baat
maante huey, August 5 ko Modiji
ne dhaara 370 hata diya (Tell me,
370 should have gone or not?
Modi abrogated Article 370 after
listening to all of you).”

=T

(From left) Manu Bhaker, Divyansh Panwar and Elavenil
Valarivan in Putian, China, Thursday. NRAI

Answer each
question on
curbs: SC to
J&K admin

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE J&K administration was in
the spotlight Thursday when it
was told by the Supreme Court
that it will have to respond to
each and every question raised
on restrictions imposed in the
wake of the August 5 announce-
ment ending the special status
of the state under Article 370.

The bench of Justices N V
Ramana, R Subhash Reddy and
BRGavai, hearing petitions chal-
lenging the restrictions, told
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
who appeared for J&K, that he
must answer all questions so
that the impression does not go
out that the government was not
serious about the case.

Mehta told the bench this
was not the case because the sit-
uation in J&K was improving
every day. He said he was ready
with a status report, as sought by
the court, detailing the ground
situation as on November 20.
The data, he said, “reflects nor-
malcy in Kashmir and not other-
wise, as sought to be projected
by the petitioners”.

During the hearing, attempts
by alawyer to compare the situ-
ation in Hong Kong with that
prevailing in J&K had the court
inquiring if Hong Kong too faced

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In downtown Srinagar,
Thursday. Shuaib Masoodi

‘With gold each 3 young guns put Indla on top at

by becoming the junior world
champion in Suhl, Germany, last
year, had secured the 2020
Olympics quota for India with a
fourth place in Munich World
Cup in May.

Divyansh was hooked to
Esports and was a PUBG addict.
When he took up the sport of
shooting at the Karni Singh
Range in Delhi, the Jaipur-based
teen had to be weaned away
from the phone screen. In April
this year, he booked an Olympic
quota for India in the 10m air ri-
fle.

“Watching him shoot in the
final made my heart skip a beat;
the 0.1 margin was so narrow,”

Rich love electoral
bonds: More than
91% donations over

Rs 1 crore each

Together with bonds of Rs 10-lakh
denomination, figure climbs t0 99.7%

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

ELECTORAL BONDS with
denomination of Rs 1 crore
accounted for more than 91 per
cent of the Rs 5,896 crore raised
in the first eleven of the total
twelve phases over which bonds
were sold by select branches of
the State Bank of India.

According to documents
obtained by transparency activist
Commodore Lokesh Batra (Retd)
under the Right to Information
(RTI) Act, bonds with a ticket size
of Rs 1 crore (the highest avail-
able) and Rs 10 lakh accounted
for almost 99.7 per cent of the
total value of bonds sold in the
first 11 phases between March 1,
2018 and July 24, 2019.

The other denominations —
Rs1,000,Rs 10,000and Rs 1 lakh
— accounted for bonds worth
justRs 15.06 crore. In terms of the
number of bonds (see table 1),
11,782 bonds were sold, of which
5,409 were of Rs 1 crore denom-
ination and 4,723 of Rs 10 lakh
denomination.

The dominant use of high
value bonds clearly shows that
almost the entire money came
from the wealthiest section of
the society.

The RTI documents also
show that over the 12 phases,
just four cities accounted for 83
per cent of all electoral bonds by
value. The SBI branches in
Mumbai, Kolkata, New Delhi and
Hyderabad (see table 2) together
accounted for bonds worth

BY DENOMINATION
Denomination | Bonds sold’
Rs1crore | 95,409
Rs10 Lakh | 4723
Rs1lakh | 1,543
Rs10,000 | 60
Rs1,000 ] 47

11088 — -0
DISTRIBUTION BY CITIES
BranchName @ Amount

(inRscrore)
Mumbai 1,880
Kolkata 1,440
New Delhi 919
Hyderabad 846
otalota
branches 6,128
INSIDE

HOW GOVT IGNORED
RBI, EC OBJECTIONS

DIN IN THE HOUSE

OVER POLL BONDS
PAGE 6

Rs 5,085 crore of the total
Rs 6,128.72 crore. Of this,
Rs 6,108.47 crore has been en-
cashed, with the balance
Rs 20.25 crore being deposited
in the Prime Minister’s National
Relief Fund. Almost 80 per cent
of the bonds were encashed in
New Delhi.

In House panels, NDA

members wave rule
book to skirt debate

RAVISHTIWARI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE GOVERNMENT set up
Parliamentary committees soon
after the monsoon session
following criticism from the
Opposition over legislation
being passed without scrutiny in
the absence of these panels. But
it seems to have found a way to
skirt them. NDA members in
many committees are using the
rule book to stonewall scrutiny
on issues that may raise
uncomfortable questions for the
government.

A Parliamentary committee
is considered a forum for non-
partisan deeper scrutiny of the
issues of the day. Its members
are drawn from all parties based
on their proportional represen-
tationin the House, and the par-
ties nominate their candidates.

There have been at least
three such instances in three
separate newly constituted pan-
els — the Public Accounts
Committee, the Standing
Committee on Home Affairs,and
the Standing Committee on
Information Technology, headed
by Congress leaders Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, Anand
Sharma and Shashi Tharoor,
respectively.

EXPLAINED

In non-partisan
space, red flags

APARLIAMENTARY
panel is an extension of
Parliament. To ensure
non-partisan scrutiny of
the executive, its pro-
ceedings do not happen
in the public glare. Bills
can come toit, the
committee can also
choose subjects. Barring
select, highly contentious
issues, committees are
known to take a non-par-
tisan approach. Dissent
notes are not uncommon
but objections at the very
start are unusual.

On Wednesday, Tharoor cast
adeciding vote to overrule objec-
tions from members from
Treasury benches to the Standing
Committee on Information and
Technology discussing data pri-
vacy issues arising from the
WhatsApp security breach.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

World Cup Final

Divyansh'’s father Ashok Panwar
said. Though he has been able to
stay away from online games,
Divyansh is now watching re-
runs of Mahabharata episodes
first screened in the late 1980s.
“He tells us he wants to be the
Arjun of shooting,” Ashok said.
Elavenil dreamt of becoming
a scientist like her father before
the shooting bug bit her. She
honed her skills at Narang’s Gun
for Glory academy at
Sanskardham  School in
Ahmedabad. Every time she
wins amedal, her parents get her
a pair of gold earrings. “We were
following the final on YouTube.
As soon as she won the gold,

I called up my husband and told
him that Elavenil will again ask
for earrings,” K Saroja, her
mother, said.

Elavenil’s medal underlines
the country’s strength in the
women’s 10m air rifle — the
world number 1, 2 and 3 are all
Indians, with Elavenil placed
third behind Apurvi Chandela
and Anjum Moudgil. The gold
will add intrigue to the team se-
lection for the Tokyo Olympics
where only two shooters are al-
lowed per event. India have won
arecord 15 quotas for the Games,
and the medal spree means they
will enter the Olympic year as
hot prospects.
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KARNATAKAGOVTTOHC

‘Arrangements being
made in each district to
house illegal foreigners’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 21

HEARINGS ON a bail petition
filed in the Karnataka High Court
by two allegedly illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh — who
were among 13 people arrested
in August 2018 from rural
Bengaluru — has highlighted the
state’s lack of preparedness to
houseillegal immigrants despite
a recent police crackdown on
them in Bengaluru.

Since September 2019, when
a bail plea was filed by Babul
Khan (46) and his daughter
Taniya(20),a single-judge bench
has attempted to nudge the BJP
government to ensure that ille-
gal immigrants are housed in a
manner that meets international
standards before they are de-
ported to their home countries.
The October 25 arrest of 60 al-
leged illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh has provided the im-
petus for the court to push the
government to set up facilities to
houseillegal immigrants — after
being informed by the state gov-
ernment on November 5 thatno
approved detention centre exists
in the state.

The Karnataka government
has stated thatillegal immigrants
will be housed in temporary fa-
cilities until a detention centre —
- as per an MHA manual based
on international conventions —
is set up in January 2020 outside
Bengaluru. It has also said that it
isready to set up MHA-approved
detention centres in all districts.

On Thursday, the Karnataka
government presented an affi-
davit through public prosecutor
V S Hegde stating that there are
612 illegal foreigners in
Karnataka and arrangements are
being made to set up detention
centres in every district. The
court was also informed that
arrangements are being made to
deport 58 illegal immigrants ar-
rested on October 25 to
Bangladesh in the next few days.

The state, some weeks ago,
incidentally told the court that
there were 373 illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh, with
127 being released on bail.

During the hearings, Justice K
N Phaneendra has stressed that
his primary concern is “what
happens toillegalimmigrants af-
ter they are released on bail”,
since they would continue to be
illegal immigrants. At the same
time, “their human rights must
not be violated”, he said, while
seeking a guarantee thatall basic
needs would be provided to them
inthe temporary locations where
they would be housed.

On Thursday, Justice
Phaneendra said a number of
similar bail matters are pending,
but he cannot take them up un-
til proper facilities are in place to
house those detained by police
under Foreigners Act, 1946. He
asked the state public prosecu-
tor to get the state government
tofile an affidavit next week with
details of detention centres foril-
legal immigrants and how they
would be looked after until
deportation.

India ranks 8th in WHO
study on physical activity
among adolescents

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, NOVEMBER 21

INDIA IS among the top 10 coun-
tries with the lowest level of in-
sufficient physical activity
among adolescents, according to
a new WHO study. Bangladesh
tops the list while USA’s adoles-
cents rank fourth on the list of
146 countries. India ranks
eighth, with overall prevalence
of insufficient physical activity
in adolescents at 73.9 per cent.
The study found that more
than 80 per cent of school-going
adolescents globally did not
meet current recommendations
of at least one hour of physical
activity per day — including 85
per cent girls and 78 per cent
boys. Yet, among 146 countries,
the lowest levels of insufficient
physical activity in boys were
found in Bangladesh, India and
USA.In 2016, Philippines was the
country with the highest preva-
lence of insufficient activity
among boys (93 per cent),
whereas South Korea showed
highest levels among girls (97

per cent) and both genders com-
bined (94 per cent).

Authors of the study — to be
published in The Lancet Child
and Adolescent Health on Friday
— noted that the lower levels of
insufficient physical activity in
Bangladesh and India may be ex-
plained by the focus on sports
like cricket. The US rates may be
driven by good physical educa-
tion in schools, pervasive media
coverage of sports, and good
availability of sports clubs.

Lead author of the study
Regina Guthold from the
Maternal, Newborn, Child and
Adolescent Health and Ageing
Department, WHO, told The
Indian Express that the percent-
age of insufficient physical activ-
ity in India was 74 per cent (72
per cent for boys and 76 per cent
for girls). “So while India is be-
low the global average, there are
still 34 of Indian adolescents not
getting enough physical activity.
Also similar to the global trend,
since 2001, India has shown
small decreases in insufficient
physical activity in boys, but not
in girls,” Guthold said.

Intensified Mission Indradhanush
2.0 to roll out from December 2

New Delhi: Intensified Mission
Indradhanush (IMI) 2.0, the mis-
sion mode immunisation pro-
gramme that follows the highly
successful Mission Indradhanush,
will be rolled out from December
2.Itaims to achieve targets of full
immunisation coverage in 272
districts in 27 states, and will be
implemented at the block level
(652 blocks) in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

The programme focuses on
all children up to two years of age

and pregnant women who have
been left uncovered under the
immunisation programme.
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan on Thursday reviewed
the states’ preparedness for the
mission. He said: “...India has the
opportunity to achieve further
reduction in deaths among chil-
dren under five years of age, and
achieve the Sustainable
Development Goal of ending
preventable child deaths by
2030.” ENS
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KERALA: SCHOOLGIRL DIES FOLLOWING SNAKE-BITE INSIDE CLASSROOM

After enraged locals and parents of other kids staged protests, the district collector Adeela Abdullah ordered
aninquiry by the deputy director of the education department and the district medical officer.
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Vehicles without the
FASTag will be charged
twice the normal rate
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ONGC cash

last six years. While the expendi-
ture in the financial year 2013-14
amounted to Rs 8,518 crore, that
in the last year stood at Rs 9,362
crore.

Under the investments head
too, there was a marginal slip
(non-current investments) down
toRs 84,882 crorein 2018-19 from
Rs 85,731 crorein2017-18.ONGC
has stated on record that its ex-
ploration and production busi-
ness “remains the predominant
cash-generator” and thereby, the
decline in spend is exploratory
wells is being seen as a negative.

Apart from ONGC, there are
two other key sources of domes-
tic crude — production from state
owned Oil India Ltd and the out-
put from the PSC Felds (produc-
tion sharing contract field oper-
ated by private players), which
together accounted for about 40
per cent of domestic crude out-
put last fiscal.

With domestic crude output
flagging on account of aging fields
and lack of any major new discov-
ery, imported crude has consis-
tently accounted for over 80 per
cent of the country’s oil require-
ments. The trend runs counter to
the government’s stated aim to
cut oil import dependence to 67
per cent by 2022.

The overall capital expendi-
ture of state-owned oil firms,
ONGC, as well as Indian Oil
Corporation, GAIL India Ltd,
Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL),
HPCL, Mangalore Refineries and
Petrochemicals Ltd and their sub-
sidiaries is projected to hit a four-
year low of Rs 93,693 crore in oil
and gas exploration, refining and
petrochemicals in FY’20. Oil PSEs
had invested Rs 94,438 crore in
the year ended March 31,2019,
lower than the Rs 132,003 crore
invested in 2017-18, Rs 104,426
crore in 2016-17 and Rs 97,223
crore invested in 2015-16,accord-
ing to Ministry estimates and
budget numbers.

The decline is even more wor-
rying considering that it comes
despite the upswing in refining
capex due to the BS-VI fuel up-
grades that downstream petro-
leum majors have to mandatorily
undertake, alongside greenfield
and brownfield expansions driv-
ing up capex, analysts said.

At a review meeting in
September held by the Finance
Ministry in Delhi, ONGCis learnt
to have declared a capex plan of
Rs 32,921 crore for FY20, of which
its capex in the first five months
of the fiscal (till August 2019) was
just 27 percent(Rs 8,777 crore) of
the total planned expenditure
while for Indian QOil Corporation,
ofits capex plan of Rs 25,083 crore
for the full fiscal,Rs 8,173 crore (or
31 per cent) had been spent.

ONGChad said that the fund-
ing requirement of Rs 36,915
crore for acquiring 51.11 per cent
equity shares in HPCL was met
through internal funds of Rs
12,034 crore and balance Rs
24,881 crore was borrowed from
commercial banks. The funding
requirement of Rs 7,560 crore for
Gujarat State Petroleum
Corporation’s acquisition was
met by way of ‘borrowing
against term deposits’. The out-
standing loan of ONGC as on
March 31, 2019 was Rs 21,594
crore, primarily on account of
these two buys.

Even though oil and gasis a
capital-intensive enterprise, the
Ministry has gone on record to
state that “*ONGC has maintained
itsactivity level and no activity has
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Both Houses held a
discussion on the rising
levels of pollution
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Why the govt is
struggling to meet its
disinvestment target

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode of the 3 Things podcast,
we look at the govt's decision to privatize 3
big PSU's and why it is struggling to meet

its disinvestment target

Sources in the Shiv Sena said
Uddhav Thackeray has also
called a meeting of party legis-
lators on Friday morning. “The
party chief is likely to speak on
government formation,” aSena
functionary said.

The Congress understanding
is that the government will be
led by the Sena with the
Congress and NCP getting posts
of Deputy Chief Ministers. The
post of Assembly Speaker, the
Congress believes, will be given
to it. The portfolios will be di-
vided as per the respective party
strength. “It is almost equal for
the Sena and NCP and the
Congress may get two less,” a
senior leader said.

But sources in the NCP said
the party is still demanding rota-
tion of the CM post. At least one
senior NCP leader told The
Indian Express that the issue is

and overwhelmingly one-sided.
It has confirmed that the
mosque was not built after de-
molishing any temple but there
existed a mosque for several
hundred years which was de-
molished and now the court has
paved the way for construction
of atemple over its site. As such
the judgmentis the darkest spot
in the history of free India. In
such a situation we cannot ex-
pect any better award from the
concerned judges. Rather, there
is possibility of further damage.
Therefore, the working commit-
tee considers that filingareview
petition will not be fruitful.”

stillopen and will come up dur-
ing discussions with the Sena.
Another critical factor, sources
said, is who will head the gov-
ernment. The NCP and the
Congress are comfortable with
Uddhav Thackeray as Chief
Minister. This view will also be
conveyed to the Sena.

The CWC had to hold a spe-
cial meeting and give its in-prin-
ciple approval since an alliance
with the Sena, which hasa hard
Hindutva past, is no less than
crossing the Rubicon for the
Congress.

The party was keen that the
word “secular” finds mentionin
the Common Minimum
Programme and the suggestion
had emerged as a sticking point.
The Congress, sources said, has
now climbed down and the
CMP will spell out that the new
government will adhere to the

The Supreme Court deliv-
ered its verdict on the decades
old dispute on November 9,
when it handed over the dis-
puted 2.77 acres to the temple
side,even while holding that the
act of placing idols at the site in
1949 was “desecration”,admit-
ting that there was no evidence
of atemple being razed to build
the Babri Masjid, and ruling the
1992 demolition of the mosque
against the rule of law. The
mosque side was awarded a
five-acre plot within Ayodhya
for construction of a masjid.

The JUH working committee
meeting, presided over by

Cong, NCP to join Sena-led govt in Maharashtra

Preamble of the Constitution.
The document will reaffirm “to-
tal faith and commitment to the
Constitution of India in letter
and spirit and that the govern-
ment which will be formed will
work accordingly to uphold
those foundational values,” a
senior leader said.

Top Congress and NCP lead-
ers met later after which senior
leader Prithviraj Chavan said
the Congress and NCP have
“complete unanimity” onall is-
sues regarding government
formation and they will now
hold talks with the Shiv Sena to
“finalise the architecture of the
alliance”.

Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Raut said a new government in
Maharashtra should be in place
before December and a final
decision onit will be takenina
day or two. He said there are no

Ayodhya ruling darkest spot in history, says Jamiat

Maulana Qari Mohammad
Usman Mansoorpuri, however,
agreed with the AIMPLB and the
Arshad Madani-led faction on
not accepting the alternative
five-acre plot.

In a separate resolution, the
working committee said that
caretakers of Wakf properties
are forced to take decisions
harmful to the Muslim commu-
nity because of “undue interfer-
ence of Central and state govern-
ments”. It reads: “The working
committee... vehemently de-
mands from the government to
open and allow Muslims to of-
fer prayers in mosques con-

plans of any meeting between
Sonia Gandhi and Uddhav
Thackeray this week.

Gandhi was initially reluc-
tant to the proposal for forming
a government with the Sena
but changed her stand in the
face of the “collective resolve of
the Maharashtra Congress
leadership to keep the BJP at
bay,” a senior leader said. The
CWC too took the view that the
principal opponent is the BJP
and “given their aggression”itis
important to checkmate them
by dividing the NDA and keep-
ing them out of an important
state like Maharashtra, the
leader said. The signal from
more than two-third of the
Congress MLAs that they may
cross sides to enable formation
of an alternative government
also forced the party central
leadership’s hands.

trolled by the ASI which are
undisputed. They should be
opened forthwith for prayers so
that the mosques remain
thronged by the worshippers of
Allah Almighty.”

The resolution went on to
criticise the UP Sunni Wakf
Board, saying it had “played the
role of Mir Jafar (the com-
mander of the Nawab of Bengal,
who betrayed him in the Battle
of Plassey, 1757) for the Muslims
of India”. The Wakf Board, which
wasa partyinthe case,isdivided
on the matter of filing a review,
with chairman Zufar Faruqui
opposed toit.

been curtailed during 2018-19,
due to shortage of funds”.

“The acquisitions (HPCL and
GSPC) were made to add more
value and growth to the business
of ONGC and considering the po-
tential benefit from vertical inte-
gration across the oil and gas
value chain and the synergies aris-
ing out of acquisition of a down-
stream oil refining and marketing
company... ONGC has sufficient
lines of credit from banks and
strong access to capital markets
to maintain the working capital
requirements,” a Ministry official
said.

House panels

On November 15, the
Standing Committee on Home
Affairs kicked off with NDA mem-
bers questioning the panel’s juris-
dictionindiscussing the situation
in Kashmir.

One of the first meetings of the
Public Accounts Committee saw
ruling party MPs objecting, in-
cluding in writing, to the panel
taking up the issue of India’s pre-
paredness in meeting the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals.

Following objections from
Treasury benches at the meeting
of the Standing Committee on
Information and Technology on
Wednesday, the panel was forced
tocall foravote. Officials from the
Information & Technology, Home
and Atomic Energy Departments
are meant to brief the committee
oncitizens’ data security and pri-
vacy.

At least two NDA members
are learnt to have cited Rule
331(E) of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the
Lok Sabha, dealing with functions

of Standing Committees admin-
istered by the lower House, to ob-
ject to the issue being taken up.
According to them, under the pro-
vision, Standing Committees
could not take up matters pertain-
ing to day-to-day administration
of the concerned ministries/de-
partments.

The members, mostly belong-
ing to the BJP, said the committee
could not pursue the matter suo
motu, and asked why several of
the people who had claimed their
phones had been hacked had not
filed an FIR.

With the Opposition digging
its heels in, one NDA member
cited Rule 261 to demand that a
decision on pursuing the matter
be determined by a majority of
members present and voting.
After the panel was splitdown the
middle, with 12 members voting
foritand 12 against, Tharoor cast
adeciding vote as chairperson un-
der Rule 262 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Lok Sabha, allow-
ing the discussion.

The Standing Committee on
Home Affairs is administered by
the Rajya Sabha. As per a
Parliamentary Bulletin issued by
the Rajya Sabha Secretariat on
October 22, the panel was to take
up “Administration,
Development and People’s
Welfare in the Union Territories of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
and Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh” among nine subjects se-
lected for “detailed examination”.

Members belonging to the
Treasury Benches objected to a
discussion on the Kashmir situa-
tion, quoting 270 and 271 of the
Rules of Procedure of the Council

of States (Rajya Sabha), saying this
might interfere with day-to-day
administration in the Union
Territory.

Earlier, in September, mem-
bers from Treasury benches ob-
jected to the Public Accounts
Committee taking up for discus-
sion “Preparedness for the
Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals.” The com-
mittee had scheduled the discus-
sion following a CAG report,
where NITI Aayog representatives
were to brief the committee.
Subsequently,amember from the
Treasury benches shot off aletter
citing issues of jurisdiction invok-
ingrules and regulations to object
totheissue being taken up by the
committee.

While authorising Standing
Committees to scrtunise
Demands for Grants; Bills referred
to it by the presiding officers, an-
nual reports of ministries, and
long-term policy documents re-
ferred toit, these rules cited by the
members from treasury benches
(331 in Lok Sabha, 270 & 271 in
Rajya Sabha) bar the panels from
considering matters of day-to-
day administration of the related
Ministries/Departments.

“The Standing Committees
shall not consider the matters of
day to day administration of the
concerned
Ministries/Departments,” the
rules specify. Several BJP leaders,
in this context, suggest that their
objections were well within the
rules meant for the committees.

SC on J&K curbs

cross-border terror.
“Whether in Hong Kong also
there is an issue of cross-border

terrorism?” Justice Gavai asked
Senior Advocate Meenakshi Arora
who was appearing for some in-
terveners in the case. His query
came after Arora said the “situa-
tion in Hong Kong was far more
worse... far more adverse that
what we had in Kashmir... there
were daily protests”. She pointed
to the Hong Kong High Court or-
der lifting a ban on protesters
wearing face masks.

The bench asked her if there
was any need to rely on judg-
ments of foreign courts when
there were enough Indian judg-
ments upholding fundamental
freedoms. Arora replied that she
wasonly referring toit to highlight
how the High Court had applied
the proportionality test.

The Centre, meanwhile, told
the court that it would have been
seen as “negligence” on the part
of the government if it had not
taken preventive action in J&K,
keeping in mind the region’s his-
tory. The J&K administration said
there was due application of mind
by the authorities while putting
the restrictions in place on August
5.

Appearing for the Centre,
Attorney General K K Venugopal
referred to the killings and vio-
lence that existed in the region
and said Pakistan and its secret
service ISI were fomenting trou-
ble and even the Pakistan High
CommissioninIndiawasaccused
of channeling funds to separatists.

“With this, it would have been
very foolish if preventive steps
were not taken,” Venugopal said.
He told the court “don’t get into
the nitty-gritty of what was writ-
tenand what was not...look at the
broader picture”.

Solicitor General Mehta con-
tended thatrights were not taken
away from the people of J&K as
claimed by the petitioners, but
conferred on them for the first
time in 70 years. The Right to
Education Act, he said, was notap-
plicable to J&I, but no public-spir-
ited person ever came to the court
tosay their children cannot study:.
He said they were now saying that
lack of Internet was a curb on free-
dom of speech and expression.

He said an impression was
sought to be given that the state
was placed under curfew by some
order that was being dictated
from above, but the fact was that
the decision for each area was
takenlocally, keeping in mind the
situation in these areas and after
assessing intelligence inputs, mil-
itary intelligence inputs, the abil-
ity of terrorists and separatists to
foment trouble in these areas.

Not one person was killed af-
ter August 5, he said, adding that
this was to the credit of the secu-
rity forces. “It has to be acclaimed.
Butitwas sought to be trivialized
by saying you impose curfew in
the entire state and then claimno
murder took place,” he said.

Onthesituationintheregion,
Mehta said all 20,411 schools
were open and examinations
were goingonas per schedule.He
said misinformation was being
spread that schools in J&K were
open but there was no atten-
dance. “Out of 50,537 students of
11th standard in Kashmir Valley,
50,272 students i.e. 99.48% ap-
peared in the examination.
Further, 99.7% students are writ-
ing the 10thand 12th class exam-
inations,” he said.

Reeling off statistics from the
report, Mehta said that since
August 5, 43,998 kilo litres of
petrol, 37,129 kilo litres of diesel,
4921 kilo litres of kerosene and
15,74,873 LPG cylinders had been
Issued.

Onthe apple crop, Mehtasaid
11.591lakh metric tonnes of apples
have been exported from J&K for
sale in addition to NAFED pur-
chasing 8069 metric tonnes of ap-
ples from farmers who could not
sell their produce.

He said there had been a de-
crease in incidents of stone-pelt-
ing — from 802 such incidents in
2018t05441in 2019, of which only
190 incidents had been reported
after August 5.

On medical facilities, the re-
port said that all hospitals and
medical centres are open in the
Valley. In Srinagar city, a total of
7,67,475 OPD patients were
treated in September and 791,470
in October.

All 93,247 landline phones,
thereportsaid, are functioningin
the region. Also, out of 59,76,359
mobile phones, voice calls were
enabled on 20,05,293 post-paid
mobile phones in the Valley.

Government offices and
courts were also fully functional,
the report said, adding that since
August 5, people had filed about
36,492 cases in the region. As
many as 52,096 cases have been
disposed by courts, including the
lower judiciary and the High
Court.

It also said that the Block
Development Council polls held
in October witnessed 98.3% of
polling from among 26,629 pan-
chayat representatives.

On public transport, Mehta
pointed out that from August 12
to November 19, buses including
those of the State Road Transport
Corporation had conducted 1,446
trips and that on November
19,319 buses were on the roads.

NITHYANANDA CASE

DPS principal arrested for giving land to ashram without permission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 21

DAYS AFTER a controversy
erupted over “illegal confine-
ment of women” at self-styled
godman Nithyananda’s ashram,

which is run from the premises
of the Delhi Public School
Ahmedabad East, police on
Thursday arrested school prin-
cipal Hitesh Puri for “not provid-
ing information to the police be-
fore leasing out school land to
the ashram”.

Police said Puri was arrested
under Indian Penal Code section
188 for disobedience to order
duly promulgated by public ser-
vant, which is a bailable offence.
“Hitesh Puri, the principal of DPS
Ahmedabad East, was arrested
and brought to Vivekananda

Nagar police station as he had
notinformed the police when he
leased the school land to the
ashram. He was given bail later
asitisabailable offence,” said RV
Asari, superintendent of police,
Ahmedabad rural.

Puri, principal of the school

located at Hirapur village, ig-
nored the collectors notification
on the matter, police said.
Unmesh Dixit, a DPS official,
said, “There was a leave and li-
cence arrangement that was not
intimated to the police, whichis
aninadvertent procedural miss.”

'~ Nithyananda has
fled country: cops

Ahmedabad: Ahmedabad
(Rural) Superintendent of
Police R V Asari said on
Thursday Nithyananda has
fled abroad, and if required,
the Gujarat police will seek
his custody through proper
channels. ENS
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6-YR-OLD GIRL REUNITED WITH FAMILY

Bus marshal foils kidnapp
bid, earns praise from CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

FIVE HOURS after a six-year-old
girl went missing from
Nizamuddin railway station
early Wednesday morning, she
was found crying next to a man
who attempted to calm her
downinacluster bus near South
West Delhi’s Palam. The child’s
scared demeanour raised suspi-
cion in the mind of Arun Kumar
(24), the bus marshal, who foiled
a kidnapping bid within minutes
— and also got the accused,
seated next to the child, arrested.

A day later, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said he was
“proud of the marshal and con-
ductor who reunited the child
with her family... both will be
honoured by Delhi govern-
ment.”

The incident took place
around 10.45 am on bus route
728, which was headed towards
New Delhi. Kumar, a civil de-
fence volunteer, said, “The child

Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot with Arun Kumar, the
24-year-old bus marshal

and the man took the bus from
Palam flyover. The child kept cry-
ing and the man couldn’t calm
her down. Through her body
language, I felt something was
not right so I confronted the
man. He tried to flee,and I asked
the conductor, Virendra, to shut
both gates of the bus.”

The bus then went towards
Subroto Park police post and a

PCR call was made. DCP
(Railways) Harendra K Singh
said a call from Subroto Park po-
lice post about a child being
handed over by abus marshal fit
the description of a child who
went missing at 6 am from plat-
form number 6 of Nizamuddin
railway station.

Singh said, “We realised it
was the same girl — she had

gotten off the UP Sampark
Kranti with her parents and
two younger siblings. We will
award Rs 2,000 each to the
marshal and conductor as well
as acommendation certificate.”

At a press conference
Thursday, Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot said, “We are of-
ten asked why there is a need for
bus marshals... today I'm happy
to report this instance... From
October 29 to today, bus mar-
shals have averted several unto-
ward incidents of pickpocketing.
Bus marshals who show courage
and presence of mind will be re-
warded.”

Kejriwal said he met Kumar
on Thursday, and he apprised
him of the entire sequence of
events. “Many passengersin the
bus also came forward and
helped Arun. If we come across
any wrongdoing, we must help
the victim like true Indians and
good citizens,” he said.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Satish Kumar (22), a rag-
picker.

Rs 80 lakh stolen from ATM van, stafft
found unconscious inside, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

TWO MEN from an ATM man-
agement and cash pick-up com-
pany were allegedly kidnapped
and their van was looted of Rs 80
lakh by armed men in Dwarka
Thursday, said police.
According to police, the ac-
cused allegedly attacked the
driver and the guard inside the
van, and made off with the
money from the vault. According
to police, the van was found near
Sector 11 in Dwarka in a dam-

aged condition, with the two
men lying unconscious inside.
While the accused haven'’t
been identified so far, police said
they have accessed CCTV footage
from nearby areas. The victims,
Dhiraj and Vipin Mishra, were ac-
companied by two other men
working as custodians, who had
gone to fill cash inside an ATM at
the time of the incident.
According to police, the inci-
dent took place at 12.30 pmin
Dwarka’s Sector 6, near Manipal
Hospital. The custodians, Narendra
and Vikas, told police: “We were
coming from Naraina after putting

cash in two-three ATMs. We then
went to an ATM near Manipal
Hospital. Dhiraj parked the vanon
the road opposite the hospital,and
Mishra was with him when we
left. When we came back half an
hour later, the van was missing.
We called them, but they didn’t
pick up. So we called police...”

Police said that soon after re-
ceiving the complaint, they re-
ceived information about twoin-
jured men lying inside a van in
Sector 11.

Anto Alphonse, DCP
(Dwarka), said, “Initial investiga-
tion revealed two men were in-

volved. It seems the accused
threatened the driver and the
guard with a knife. They took the
money from the van, drove it to
another spot and beat up the vic-
tims. They later fled.”

Police said the injured men
were rushed to Venkateshwar
Hospital and are receiving treat-
ment. “We have recorded state-
ments of the custodians,” said
DCP Alphonse. Police said the
guard, Mishra, was found with
his weapon, which he did not use
at the time of the incident. “We
are probing the case from all an-
gles,” said the DCP.

Air quality back to ‘severe’ today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AIR QUALITY is expected to
plunge to ‘severe’ category
Friday, with calm surface level
winds and low temperature be-
ing ineffective in dispersal of
pollutants, air and weather
monitoring agencies said.

The 24-hour average air qual-
ity index (AQI) of Delhi Thursday
remained in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory, but jumped by 65 points
from Wednesday to reach 366
Thursday, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

In NCR, Ghaziabad and
Noida had already touched ‘se-
vere’ with an AQI of 416 and
402, while Gurgaon was in
‘poor’ range with 280.

As of 10 pm Thursday, five
out of 35 monitoring stations in
Delhi had recorded ‘severe’ air
quality — meaning the air in
these areas would *“affect
healthy people and seriously im-
pact those with existing dis-
eases” — while all others re-

mained in the ‘very poor’ range.
The central government’s air
quality monitoring agency SA-
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An improvement in air quality is likely by Saturday. Amit Mehra

BRACE FORBADAIR

FRIDAY
PM 10: 405 (very poor)
PM 2.5: 248 (very poor)

SUNDAY
PM 10: 280 (poor)
PM 2.5: 172 (very poor)

*Source: SAFAR

* Avg 24-hr acceptable standard:
PM 10 - 100 pg/m3;

PM2.5- 60 ug/m3

FAR released a map of air pollu-
tion hot spots in Delhi and
nearby NCR areas. These are the
locations that would be im-
pacted by higher PM2.5 concen-
tration this week as compared to
other areas.

The hotspots include areas
around Shalimar Bagh, Azadpur
and Jasola Vihar in Delhi, and
Sahibabad, parts of Ghaziabad
and Noida in Uttar Pradesh.

A report by SAFAR Thursday
said, “(AQI) may touch lower end
of ‘severe’ category by Friday. The
main factors working towards
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the deterioration are the ex-
tremely low wind speed and
strong near-surface inversion
during the stable night time.”

An inversion is when tem-
perature near the surface is
lower than the temperature at
a higher altitude.

An inversion happens due
to multiple factors including
windspeed and cloud cover
over a region. It puts a cap on
the upward movement of air.
This hinders the diffusion of
pollutants trapped near the
surface.

An official from the IMD said
surface level windspeed as calm
as 5 km/h were recorded
Thursday and is likely to remain
the same till Friday afternoon, af-
ter which it will pick up pace and
reach 15km/h by Saturday.

Light rainfall with good wind
speed is also forecast on
November 26.

SAFAR has also said an im-
provement in air quality is
likely by Saturday, owing to a
passing Western disturbance
which would increase wind
speed.
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Rs 20 lakh necklace leads cops to 3
states — and cook who fled with it

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

IN SEARCH of a stolen Chopard
diamond necklace — a luxury
Swiss jewellery and watch label
— Delhi Police went on a week-
long wild goose chase that led
them to UP, Bihar and Jharkhand
where they found the Rs 20 lakh
necklace and the 22-year-old
woman who made off with it.
Police said the woman
worked as a cook for a couple
who live in Greater Kailash Iland
allegedly stole the necklace, two
pairs of earrings worth Rs
20,000, five gold coins, and Rs 4
lakhin cash. She “distributed” Rs
2 lakh to her mother, mother-in-
law, friends, and also loaned
some money to an acquaintance.
“On November 14, a PCR call
was made by Shamsudeen
Macheri Paramba regarding

NGT directs Gurgaon
civic body to clear
waste at landfill

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed
the Gurgaon Municipal Corporation to clear 25
lakh tonnes of legacy waste at Bandhwari landfill
within six months, warning that failure to do so
may result in coercive action —

payment of salaries.

A bench headed by NGT chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said there is a need to take
“meaningful and prompt” action by preparing an
appropriate action plan in this regard to clear
legacy waste in shortest possible time.

It also directed the Gurgaon municipal com-
missioner to file a progress report as on January
15,2020, by January 20, 2020, by e-mail.

“It may be ensured that bio-remediation is car-
ried out rather than mere mechanical separation,”

said the bench.

including non-
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The stolen jewellery

theft of jewellery and money to
the tune of above Rs 24 lakh,
when he and his wife had gone
out for dinner. When they re-
turned, their house help told
them that the cook left after they
did... a man later called and said
the cook will not be coming
back,” said Additional DCP
(South) Parvinder Singh.

A police team found that the
woman had been working as a
full-time cook at the home for

over 50 days, and that her police
verification had been completed
by the placement agency from
where she was hired.

Set up in the mid-19th cen-
tury, the Swiss label throws the
coveted Chopard party at the
Cannes film festival every year.
Chopard jewels are worn by A-
listers from across the world at
red-carpet events.

Paramba’s pregnant wife told
The Indian Express, “I usually keep
the necklace inabiometriclocker
at our house. My husband gifted
it to me last year on my birthday;
[ took it out on November 12 to
wear for my birthday. Instead of
putting it back in the biometric
locker, I kept it in another locker.
On November 13, my husband
and Iwent fordinnerat9 pmand
returned around midnight to find
the cook missing, along with the
money and jewellery.”

She said the cook lived in the

house and had gained their trust.
“For 2-3 days when the house
help was on leave, she helped
me outin myroomaslam preg-
nant. She probably saw the lock-
ers then,” said Paramba’s wife.
An officer said, “The cook's
phone was switched off. We ap-
proached the placement agency
and found that her mother livesin
UP’s Khurja. When we got there,
she told us her daughter visited a
few days ago and left behind some
money, and that she might be at
herin-laws' house in Bihar.”
“The team then left for Bihar,
where the accused's mother-in-
law too repeated the same story
and said she might be in
Jamshedpur where her husband
and son live. They then left for
Jamshedpur, where the woman
was arrested. Her husband was
notinvolved in this. She said she
wanted to lead a lavish lifestyle
and buy some land,” said Singh.
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CM putting
pressure on
Centre for

illegal colony
Bill: AAP

New Delhi: The Centre was “un-
der pressure” to bring a bill to
regularise unauthorised colonies
of Delhi in the Winter Session of
the Parliament due to the con-
tinuous demands of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, the
AAP on Thursday claimed.

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a bill
which provides for a legal frame-
work to grant ownership rights
to people living in unauthorised
colonies in the city, a move that
will benefit40 to 50 lakh people.

“We want an immediate or-
dinance on this matter and the
registry should start immedi-
ately. The people of unautho-
rised colonies have been cheated
earlier also in the same way and
we do not want a repeat of such
an act again by the BJP,” said
Rajya Sabha MP and senior AAP
leader Sanjay Singh.

Singh further claimed that
the Centre was “under pressure”
to bring a bill to regularise unau-
thorised colonies of Delhi in the
Winter Session of the Parliament
due to the continuous demands
of Arvind Kejriwal.

The proposed bill is aimed at
recognising general power of at-
torney (GPA), will, agreement to
sell, purchase and possession
documents, which will be a one-
time relaxation for this purpose
for the residents of these
colonies.

The decisionis politically sig-
nificant in view of the Assembly
polls due early next year.

On October 23, the Cabinet
had approved the proposal,
which is applicable to 1,797
unauthorised colonies in the
capital. PTI

At Sangam Vihar, an
unauthorised colony

MHRD COMMITTEE LIKELY TO SUBMIT REPORT NEXT WEEK

JNU teachers’ body seeks V-

resignation in panel meeting

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE HIGH-POWERED commit-
tee set up by the Human
Resource Development (HRD)
Ministry, to “recommend ways
torestore normal functioning” at
Jawaharlal Nehru University in
the face of continued protests
over hostel fee hike, is likely to
submit its report to the ministry
by the beginning of next week,
The Indian Express has learnt.

Intheir meeting with the JNU
Teachers’ Association (JNUTA)
Thursday, teachers told the com-
mittee to recommend the resig-
nation of JNU Vice-Chancellor M
Jagadesh Kumar. The three-
member committee had met J]NU
Students’ Union representatives
and hostel presidents on
Wednesday. They are scheduled
to meet them again at the JNU
campus Friday.

On Tuesday, Kumar had
skipped the meeting called by the
committee with the Registrar and
deans. “They (JNUTA) were in-
vited to share their view about the
current crisis. They said the same
thing we’ve been hearing for the
past two days — that there should
be increased participation in all
decision making, which seems to
have been compromised. This is

the general sense...,” said a com-
mittee member on condition of
anonymity.

He said the committee would
finalise the report “quickly”.
“Tomorrow, we will meet stu-
dents again on campus... It won't
take more than two-three days to
draftand submitourreport..,” said
the committee member.

JNUTA president D K Lobiyal
said 13 members of the JNUTA
Executive Committee met the
HRD-appointed committee,
where it was “expressly” con-
veyed that the V-C was “subvert-
ing the democratic processes of
decision-making in the univer-
sity”. “We told them that all insti-
tutional mechanisms have broken
down and that the fee hike was a
unilateral decision, taken without

ABVP students were detained at the Parliament Street police station Thursday. Gajendra Yadav

following any proper procedure.
We also told them that till the time
he (Kumar) is there, normalcy
cannot be ensured, and that the
committee should recommend
that he resign,” he said.

“Any dialogue process that
will be initiated has to happen
only after feeisrolled back and the
V-Cis ready to have a dialogue...
The committee members did not
give any assurance but they gave
usa patient hearing,” said Lobiyal.

Protests have been raging on
campus for 25 days now over re-
vision of the hostel manual. On
Saturday, a citizen’s march is
planned from Mandi House to
Parliamentin solidarity with JNU.

Some teachers
distance themselves

A section of JNU teachers
Thursday “disassociated” them-
selves from the university’s teach-
ers association for “supporting
and instigating violence and un-
ruly behaviour” of a “section of
students against teachers”. Atotal
of 113 teachers, while supporting
the “genuine demand” of rollback
of fee hike, attacked the commit-
tee for meddling with the “auton-
omy” of the university. Backing
the V-C, they said his authority
had been “brazenly undermined”.

Lobiyal said, “No such decision
has been communicated to us.
JNUTA is abody of teachers, it has
addressed all their concerns...”

Police detain 160 at
ABVP protest march
against JNU fee hike

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

DELHIPOLICE Thursday detained
160 students from the ABVP units
of Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) and Delhi University (DU),
for protesting against the hostel
fee hike inJNU. “A total of 160 peo-
ple — 148 men and 12 women —
were detained at the Parliament
Street police station. Protesting
students jumped over barricades
and had to be detained,” said DCP
(New Delhi) Eish Singhal.

ABVP JNU unit secretary
Manish Jangid alleged that “10-
15 students had to be hospitalised
after they sustained injuries
through lathicharge”. However,
the DCP termed the allegations of
lathicharge “false”.

Thursday’s march against
hostel fee hike was held from
Mandi House to Parliament
Street. Around 200 students par-
ticipated in the march, where slo-
gans of ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’ and
‘Vande Mataram’ were raised

alongside ‘Roll back fee hike’.

At Parliament Street, protest-
ers climbed on to the barricades
and raised slogans, but did not
break them.

ABVP national convenor for
AllIndia Central Universities, Lalit
Pandey, said the organisation had
called the protest against the
MHRD-appointed high power
committee as well. “We don’t
consider this a committee, we
consider it a compromise. It has
been created only with the pur-
pose of causing delay...,” he said.

“The Inter Hall Administration
manual needs to be rolled
back..The way JNUSU has bentin
front of this committee is shame-
ful. We'll not engage with the
committee,” said Pandey.

While the ABVP has distanced
itself from the JNUSU protest, the
binary was not as stark among
the protesters. “Iwas apartof the
JNUSU protest. My family income
islessthanRs 50,000 a year; pay-
ing Rs 8,000 for hostel is out of
question,” said Saurav Kumar
Singh, a PhD student.

PIL on AIIMS “favouritism™ HC
seeks Centre, hospital reply

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE DELHI High Court has
sought to know the stand of the
Centre and the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) on a
PILalleging favouritismin the re-
cruitment to faculty posts at the
premier institution. A bench of
Chief Justice D N Patel and Justice
C Hari Shankar asked the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and AIIMS to file replies
by February.

Former Director of AIIMS
Dr P Venugopal, who moved the
court, sought directions to the
Union Public Service Commission
and other authorities to deter-
mine the order of merit while di-
rectly recruiting medical faculty
to the institution.

In the plea, Venugopal (77)
said he filed it in public interest
on the basis of his personal
knowledge, which he has de-
rived from his experience at Al-
IMS, and other material avail-
able in public.

The petition alleged that less
meritorious candidates are being
given preference inexchange fora
consideration, thereby lowering
the standard of the institutionand

Former
AIIMS
director, P
Venugopal,
filed the PIL

A

compromising larger publicinter-
est.Italsoalleged that thisis affect-
ing the ability and morale of fac-
ulty members to perform their
functions to their fullest capability.

The plea said the issue raised
is of such a nature that it involves
greater public interest and being
a pioneer and premier institu-
tion, the reputation of AIIMS is at
stake due toinaction on the part
of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare — the parent
ministry.

The plea claimed that during
Venugopal'sinteraction with var-
ious faculty members at AlIMSin
the last four months, “almostona
daily basis, the petitioner has
come across stories of undue
favours being given to non-mer-
itorious persons, bypassing of
rules and granting favours in ex-
change of quid pro quo, and gen-
eral apathy and alienation of mer-
itorious candidates who are not
even getting the seniority de-

served by them under the man-
date of the statute”.

“Having regard to Articles 14
and 16 of the Constitution of
India, nepotism or favouritism
can never be permitted in any
process for selection of medical
faculty at aninstitute of national
importance such as AIIMS,
where providing of services has
adirect consequence on the lives
of hundred and thousands of pa-
tients who throng the institute
every day,” the plea said.

The petition also raised eight
questions for the court’s adjudica-
tion, including, “whether recruit-
ment to faculty posts at AlIMS can
be permitted to be controlled by
political and other considerations,
thereby leading to dilution of
merit at an institution of national
importance which plays a vital
role in maintaining public stan-
dards of the country”.

It added, “Whether it is per-
missible to adopt a non-transpar-
ent methodology or one which
does not recognise merit as the
only criterion for recruitment to
such vital posts occupied by fac-
ulty members at AIIMS, where
such faculty members are di-
rectly engaged in patient care, re-
search, education and training
the future generation of doctors.”

Long drive in tight denim lands
man in hospltal emergency

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

WHAT STARTED as a fun drive
for a 30-year-old businessman
ended with a swollen leg, black-
outs and an emergency trip to a
hospital in a critical condition
two days later. Saurabh Sharma
suffered a pulmonary embolism
— a blockage in one of the pul-
monary arteries in the lungs.
Doctors said it was caused by a
non-stop eight-hour-long drive
wearing tight-fitting denims.
“Iwas on my way to Rishikesh
and wore tight denims. Since it
was an automatic car, my leftleg
did not move at all. I started feel-
ing the pain in my calves and

Saurabh
Sharma
suffered a
pulmonary
embolism,
said doctors

knees but I ignored it. After two
days, my leg was swollen and af-
ter reaching office, I suffered a
blackout for five minutes, apart
from breathlessness and sweat-
ing,” said Sharma, a resident of
Pitampura.

His colleagues found him un-
conscious on the office staircase.
Sharma briefly regained con-
sciousness, but fell unconscious
again, after which he was rushed

toahospital. With a feeble BPand
pulse, his condition became crit-
ical and doctors performed CPR
to revive him.

“Due tolow BP over along pe-
riod, his kidneys were unable to
function properly. He was put on
a 24-hour dialysis therapy. We
later found that he suffered from
amassive pulmonary embolism
because of the long drive. He was
wearing tight-fitting denim,
which canbe areason for the clot
in his leg,” said Dr Naveen
Bhamri, Director & HoD,
Cardiology, Max Super Speciality
Hospital, Shalimar Bagh.

“Prolonged sitting in uncom-
fortable clothes can also lead to
this problem,” said Dr V K Bahl,
head of cardiology at AIIMS.
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Maj
28 AUG 1984 - 22 NOV 2018

Team Seventeen remembers the beloved and the cheer-
ful personality of Maj Surya Pratap Singh, who left us
untimely and suddenly one year ago. We pray to
Almighty to give strength to his family. He will remain
with us as our eternal guardian angel like he was in life.
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27 RATNAGIRI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Shalimar Bagh, Delhi,

that one male namaly Chetan, En'l;lj
Sh. Ram Chander, Rfa T-55/51, D&V |
Biock, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi. Age: 24 f
years, Height: 5'2%
Shallow, Face: Oval, Bullt; Normal, |
waaring Blue Colour Shirt and Wl'uitB:r
Cedour Pant, has been missing since |
21.10.201%. In this regard a DD No. |
G0-A, dated 22.10.201% has been registered al P.5.

Camplaxion: |

Sincera efiorts have bean made by the local police 10 trace |
out the male but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone |

having any information aboul him please inlorm |

Chief Officer, Ratnagiri Municipal Council has
Inviting E-Tender of the work "Providing, Eracting,
Testing & Commissioning A.C. Diesel Genarator
aoet, al Sheel Jackwell of Ratnagin Municipal
Councial’ having estimaled Cosl Rs. 1,54 94 550/-
All Information Related Tender are available on

www.mahatenders.gov.in website within period
of 2171172019 to 1712/2019 uptod.00 P.M,

sSdf-
Chief Officer
Date: 20M11/2019 Ratnagiri Municipal Council
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DPRASIIINWITE

Bh. Mo, - 011-24 368638, 24368641
Ph: 011-2T4951598, E?ﬁﬂl]"‘l?!;r.

SHO |
P.5. Shalimar Bagh,
Delhi|
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Webslte:http:cbl.nlc.in
E-mall: cicifcbl.govin

Fax Moo 011-24368638

General pubdic is hereby Informed that
this person (depscied In the pholo)
namehy: Sunil Kumar S'a K 1 Verma
Hio WZ 138, Gali No, 2, Lajwanti
Gardan, Delhi has baen missing Sinco
09.10.2019 at 11:15 AM. In this regard
DD Ne. 13-A Dated 04.11.2019 has
bean lodged at PS5 Mayapuri, Dalhi.
Sincere efiors have been madse by
local police 1o trace out the person
but na clue has commee ba lighl so far,

H:=|. |.1-I'|:|-‘5l|-._":.[ll J.;Iﬁ-ﬂ,ar'rlplmn Is &5 under; -

Sex; Male, Age: 48 yvears, Height: 5'7" fl., Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Cval, Bullt: Normal, Wearing: Pink Colour
Shirt & Blue Colour Jeans and White Shoes infeel

Any person s having informaton or clue about this missing’
kidnapped person may kindly inform 1o the folfowing:-

Tel Mo.: 011-24368638/24 368641

SHO

P.S. Mayapuri, Delhi
Ph.: 011-28116007,2811 7644
Mob. No.: 8750871121

DPB5D3ANINTG

LRIWNOL ) =2 o inchal o tha Prosidont of tray mcla e e s bof boaving & cinonad oan
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Drainage Circle, Balasore.
“e” PROCUREMENT NOTICE NO.- SEDCBLS- 07/2019-20

|1. ' Name of Work:- Drainage Projects (Under D.I.P.
Scheme)

104 nos. individual work.

IFrom Rs. 1,74,80,324/- to Rs.
3,52,98,507/- (excluding G.S.T.)
|11 (Eleven) Calendar months

| SEDCBLS/DDBDK - 07/2019-20

'From Dt. 25.11.2019 at 10.00 hours
to Dt. 16.12.2019 at 17.00 hours

2. | Total No. of Projects:-

3. | Estimated cost of individual
works:-

|4 "Period of completion:-

|5. Bid Identification Number

6. 'Date & Time of availability and
receipt of Bid document in the
Portal

7. ' Date of Opening of technical |Dt. 17,.12.2019 at 11.30 Hrs in the
bid O/O The S.E.D.C., Balasore

8. ' Date of Opening of financial | Dt. 31.12.2019 at 11.30 Hrs in the O/O
bid The S.E.D.C., Balasore

9. Date of lottery (if required) | Dt. 03.01.2020 at 11.30 Hrs in the

O/O The S.E.D.C., Balasore.
|Superintending Engineer, Drainage |
Circle, Balasore.

10.] Procurement Officer / Name &
address of the officer inviting

Bids.
Further details can be seen from the Govt. Web site
www.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/ corrigendum /

cancellation of tender can also be seen in said website.
Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

32190/11/0007/1920 Drainage Circle, Balasore.
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SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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— BRIEFLY — UNION MINISTER ASKS CM TO REMOVE WATER PURIFIERS

SDMC signs
MoU for life
insurance for

daily wagers

New Delhi: The South
Delhi Municipal
Corporation has signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with a public
sector bank for providing
life insurance cover to its
daily wagers and contract
employees, under the
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana, said
mayor Sunita Kangra.

23 polluting

vehicles fined

New Delhi: As many as 23
“visibly polluting vehi-
cles” were fined Rs 18
lakh under the
Environment Protection
Act Thursday, as part of a
special joint drive by the
Transport Department
and the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee. The
decision to penalise such
vehicles under the Act
was taken after it
emerged that the maxi-
mum penalty of Rs 1,500
that the Motor Vehicles
Act stipulates was not
acting as a deterrent.

Scooterrams
divider, 1 dead

New Delhi: A 30-year-old
cab driver died after his
scooter allegedly rammed
a road divider at South
East Delhi’s Okhla Estate
Road Wednesday. Police
said the man was on his
way home when the acci-
dent took place. ENS

Body of minor

foundindrain

New Delhi: The body of
a minor boy was found
stuffed inside asackina
drain in North East
Delhi Thursday, police
said. PTI

Shadow on water survey,

DJB V-C, Paswan hits back

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

OFTHE 11 samples tested by the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
to assess drinking water quality
in the capital, one was from an
address that did not exist while
the occupant of another claimed
no sample was taken from his
home, Delhi Jal Board (DJB) vice-
chairman and AAP MLA Dinesh
Mohaniya alleged Thursday.
Addressing a press conference
atthe Delhi Secretariat, Mohaniya
also claimed the resident of the
third address is a member of the
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP), whose
chief, Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, released the BIS report
last week. The report said Delhi’s
drinking water quality was the
worst among 21 cities. “At one
house, the resident said the sam-
ple was taken by an LJP worker,
not a BIS official,” he claimed.
Paswan, meanwhile, chal-
lenged Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to remove ROs in Delhi
government offices: “If tap wa-
terin Delhi s pure, then Kejriwal
should announce the removal of
ROs from government offices

How five men from UP managed to sell

The report said Delhi’s water quality is worst among 21 cities

and start providing tap water in
official meetings.”

On Kejriwal’s claim that one
of the men from whose house the
sample was apparently picked up
had told reporters he was satis-
fied with the water quality,
Paswan said: “AAP claims water
samples were not collected from
Dipak Roy’s house. Roy gave the
statement under pressure as an
AAP MLA was sitting next to him.
BIS has proof of collection of sam-
ples from Roy’s house.”

He also released a letter by

BIS deputy director general ] Roy
Chowdhury, which, he said,
states that two officers of BIS vis-
ited Roy’s house and collected
100 litres of water samples.

As per BIS, it had collected
piped drinking water samples
from Delhi and 20 other cities,
including Mumbai, Hyderabad
and Kolkata, for testing against
parameters including presence
of chemical and toxic sub-
stances, and virological and bio-
logical requirements.

Kejriwal had called the report

“politically motivated “ and chal-
lenged the Centre for a re-test.

Mohaniya claimed that the
BIS not report did not mention
the quality standard that should
be met by the samples and the
detailed findings of the test.

He said the DJB is testing
samples from the 11 addresses
assessed by the BIS and a report
will be released soon. “... If BIS of-
ficials have made a mistake...
they should be held responsi-
ble,” Mohaniya said.

Meanwhile, BJP leaders
Thursday staged a protest near
Kejriwal’s residence carrying
“water samples from across
Delhi”. The North civic body also
said it will conduct anindepend-
ent survey of water quality from
all 104 wards and send areport to
Delhi government and DJB. “We
have reports that water is dirty, so
we want to test it on different pa-
rameters so a true picture comes
out,” said standing committee
chairperson Jai Prakash.

On December 6, the BIS will
organise a workshop for state
government officials regarding
potable water quality and ISO:
10500:2012 (Specification for
Drinking Water).

broom bits as ‘jeera from Rajasthan’

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

EVEN THOUGH it was being ground
in massive quantities, the earthy and
nutty undertones of cumin were
suspiciously missing. It was a
“unique Rajasthani technique,” the
five men who manufactured cumin
seeds allegedly told curious shop-

keepers nearby.

OnTuesday, the five men were ar-
rested for allegedly making and sell-
ing “fake cumin seeds” — made us-
ing broom bits, stone powder,

molasses and grass. Police said the
men distributed the seeds at whole-
sale markets across Delhi, Rajasthan

and Gujarat.

The accused hail from UP’s
Shahjahanpur. They set up a factory
in a single-storey building covered
with metal sheets in Pooth Khurd vil-
lage. “The men bought the raw ma-
terial from UP and made the fake
cumin in the factory. We recovered
more than 20,000 kg of fake cumin
from the factory and the warehouse.
The accused told us there were 4-5
other men who worked for them, but
weren't at the factory at the time of

Accused hail from Shahjahanpur

the raid. We are looking for them and
are further investigating the matter

with the FSSAI,” said a senior police
officer. The accused were identified
as Harinandan, Kamran, Ganga
Prasad, Harish and Pawan. A case was
registered at Bawana police station
against the men for cheating and
adulteration of food.

Gaurav Sharma, DCP (Outer
North) said, “The men sold the fake
cumin by saying it was a ‘traditional
condiment’ from Rajasthan, madein
a unique manner which left it with-
out cumin’s regular smell. The syl
owner, Harinandan, would sell the
product for Rs 40 per kg and his part-
ners were paid Rs 2 per kg.”

Gangster seeks

Tihar, HC

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

THE DELHI High Court directed
the Tihar Jail administration to
allow gangster Neeraj Sehrawat,
alias Neeraj Bawana, to have ac-
cess toatelevision set, use a tele-
phone, and regularly meet his
advocates and relatives, noting
that other inmates were ex-
tended these facilities.

Bawana, through his advo-
cate Randhir Kumar, had moved
a writ petition before the court
claiming that his fundamental
rights under Article 14 of the
Constitution were being violated
due to restrictions imposed on
him by jail authorities.

In his order, Justice Vibhu
Bakhru said, “This court is unable
to accept that all other inmates
have an unrestricted use of meet-
ing with friends and families or
use of telephone... In so far as re-
striction to legal meetings with
advocates or provision of televi-
sion facility is concerned, the re-
spondents are directed to ensure
that similar facilities, as are pro-
vided to other inmates, also be
provided to the petitioner and to
the same extent.”

Bawana had earlier submitted

SaYsS phone and TV in

allows it

that there were norestrictions on
Rajendra Sadashiv Nikalje, alias
ChhotaRajan, whowasalsoanin-
mate in the same high-security
ward where he is lodged.

“Another inmate in the high-
security ward, Chhota Rajan,
was granted facility to meet his
wife face to face. Further, it is
submitted that the petitioner
(Bawana) has been denied
home-cooked food...while the
same facility is extended to
other inmates without justifi-
able cause...,” it said.

Bawana pointed out that he
was a non-vegetarian, and that
the jail served only vegetarian
food. But the court said, “It is
clear that there is no discrimina-
tion against the petitioner inre-
spect of food..., as no separate
food is being prepared for peti-
tioner.”

Bawana also submitted that
he is kept in solitary confine-
ment, though such care is not
taken when he is produced for
court hearings in a jail van that
he shares with other inmates.

His petition also mentioned
that he has cases against him in
UP, Haryana, Delhi and other
places, but his meetings with ad-
vocates is restricted to two days
per week.

B

Policeman
caught taking
Rs 6,000 bribe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AN FIR was registered against a
head constable who allegedly
demanded and accepted Rs
6,000 as a bribe from a shop-
keeper in West Delhi’s Subhash
Nagar Tuesday. Police said the
accused is posted with Rajouri
Garden police station. The inci-
dent took place on November 17
when the complainant was sit-
ting in his shop with his friends.

In his statement to the vigi-
lance department, the com-
plainant said, “The head consta-
ble came around 4.30 pm and
asked us to come to the police
station. We asked him why but
he threatened us, so we went
with him. At the station, he said
that we were playing cards and
asked forabribe.Ididn’t want to
pay him but fearing arrest, I
agreed to pay him.”

The man later approached
the vigilance department of
Delhi Police. Before going to ex-
change the money, vigilance of-
ficials applied chemicals to mark
the notes.

“The raiding team caught the
head constable red-handed,”
said a senior vigilance officer.

A case under sections 120B
and 384 was filed against the
head constable.

[ : — .
13th Raising Day of Bhartiya Rail Bijlee Company Limited

22nd November 2019
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An Ocean of Opportunities

INVITES ONLINE APPLICATIONS FROM UNMARRIED MALE CANDIDATES FOR ENROLMENT AS SAILORS
FOR MATRIC RECRUIT (MR) = OCT 2020 BATCH - COURSE COMMENCING OCT 2020,
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Indian Navy is looKing for young, promising and energetic unmarried male candidates who fullill the conditions of nationality as laid down by the Govi. of India,
to serve the Nation by enrolling as Matric Recruit sailors | for 400 vacancies (Approximately) | for the Oct 2020 batch.

Educational Qualifications.

(a) Candidate must have passed Matriculation Examination from the Boards of School
Education recogmised by MHRD, Govt. of India.

Age Limit. Candidates should be born between 01 Oct 2000 to 30 Sep 2003
(Both dates inclusive).

Job Specifications.
(a) Chef. They would be required to prepare food as per menu (both vegetanan and non-
vegetanan including handling of meat products) and accounting of ration. In addition,
they will also be allotted other duties as per Service requirement.
(b} Stewand. They would be required to serve [ood in the officers’ messes, as waters,
housekeeping, accounting of funds, wine and stores, preparation of menu ete. In addition,
they will also be allotted other duties as per Service requirement.
(c) Hygienist. They will be required 1o clean washroom, shower spaces and other areas.
In addition, they will also be allotted other duties as per Service requirement.

How o Apply

Candidates are to register and fill application on the recruitment website
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in from 23 Nov to 28 Nov 2019. Whilst filling up the

e-application, it 15 advisable to keep the relevant documents readily available 1o
enable correct filling up of personal particulars.

IMPORTANT -

Nole:

(a) Details are to be filled up as given in the Matnculation Centificate.

(b) Register yourself on www_joinindiannavy.gov.in with your e-mail 1D, if not
registered already. The Applicanis must ensure that while filling their
Application Form, they are providing their valid and active e-mail ID% and mobile
numbers, which should not be changed ull selection procedure 15 over.
(c) 'Log=in" with the registered E-mail 1D and Click on “Current Opportunities™.

(d) Click on “Apply™ (/) button,

(e) Fill up the Form completely. Before clicking the ‘Submit’ button make sure
all the details are correct, all required documents are scanned in original &

uploaded.

(£) Online applications will be further scrutinised for eligibility and may be

rejected at any stage, if found ineligible in any respect.

(g) Photographs. THE PHOTOGRAFPH TO BE UPLOADED SHOULD
BE OF GOOD QUALITY WITH BLUE BACKGROUND.

(a) The full advertisement regarding detailed information and selection procedure will be published in Employment News dated 23 Nov 19 and will also be available on
www jolnindiannavy.gov.in, The candidates can apply from 23 Nov 19 to 28 Nov 19. It is advisable to apply early, 10 avoid network congestion on last date.

(b) Mobile phones or any other communication devices are not allowed inside the examination premises. Any infringement of these instructions shall entail disciplinary action including

ban from future examinations.
(¢} Candidates are strongly advised to apply online well in time without waiting for the last date for submission of Online application.
(d) No candidate should misbehave in any manner or create disorderly scene in examination premises.
(e} Candidates should avoid submitting multiple applications. If more than one apphcation is received from a candicite,
his candidature will be cancelled,
(F) The decision of the Indian Navy as to the eligibility or otherwise of a candidate for admission to the online
examination shall be final.
(2) Wrong information about domicile certificate or SC/ST status will result in cancellation of candidature at any
stage of recruitment/iraining/service,

IP!F!&_F’.#&I 55. COMm

Apply online through QR Code

Stepl: Download QR Code Scanner App
Stepd: Open QR Code Scanner App and Scan it
Stepd:Open URL & follow the instructions

vy POCTOVE - | 1AM F- L2
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FROM THE CHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

“You have been in
power for many years.
You know the
procedure. In fact,
compared to some of
you, I am junior in the
House.”

M VENKAIAH NAIDU, Chairman, on
Opposition MPs demanding that
business be suspended for discussion on
electoral bonds

LOK SABHA

“Please do not throw
such allegations on the
Chair.”

OM BIRLA, Speaker, to Congress’s
Ravneet Singh Bittu after the latter said
the Speaker was favouring the ruling party
in the House.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“First the government
formation must happen
in Maharashtra for the
state to waive farm loan.
And for government
formation we are
pinning our hopes on
the Congress and

Sonia ji so that the
government can be
formed soon.”

BHAVANA GAWALLI,
Shiv Sena MP in Lok Sabha.

L —

S QUESTIONS

CONGRESS MP FROM LUDHIANA
RAVNEET SINGH BITTU SPEAKS TO
AVISHEK G DASTIDAR ON WHY HE
RAISED THE ISSUE OF WITHDRAWAL OF
SPG COVER FROM THE GANDHI FAMILY

What is your objection to the
withdrawal of SPG protection
from the Gandhi family?

This is petty politics by the Narendra
Modi government. It is the politics
of vendetta. The Gandhi family has
sacrificed so much for the country,
so this is wrong.

But is there a threat perception
against the family?

This family has lost two of its
members, who were also PMs, to
assassinations. There is ample
reason why the SPG should
continue to protect it. The hangings
of terrorists like Afzal Guru, Kasab
and others happened during the
UPA tenure. So, Khalistani terrorists,
Pakistani terrorists and even ISIS
have every reason to try to harm
members of the family.

But the SPG is meant to protect
only the Prime Minister

The SPG has a yearly budget of

Rs 385 crore and it has around 3,500
personnel and innumerable
vehicles and apparatus to protect
just Narendra Modi. Does the PM
need such a huge arrangement for
protection? This has to be the only
case in the world where so much is
used to protect just one PM. So the
SPG has now become just MPG—
‘Modi Protection Group’.

Hasn’t the government done this
on the recommendation of
security agencies?

The Intelligence Bureau chief is their
man. He will recommend whatever
the government wants him to. But
see, SPG cover was not withdrawn
from Mr Vajpayee, even though he
was not in a position to step out of
home in the last five years of his life.
When Mr Modi was CM, the Centre
gave him protection of National
Security Guards. NSG cover was
given to Rajnath Singh, Mulayam
Singh Yadav during the time of UPA.
We have never resorted to pettiness.

But the Gandhi family has not
objected to the move

They have the decency to accept the
government’s decision. But the fact
is that it was after Indira Gandhi’s
assassination that the SPG was
formed. Rajiv Gandhi’s SPG cover
was removed when he was no
longer the PM and in 1991 he was
assassinated. But the Gandhi family
has even forgiven Rajiv’s killers.
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RS adjourned, LS sees walkout; Piyush Goyal says
‘alliance of defeated’ don’t want clean poll funds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE CONGRESS staged a walkoutin Lok Sabha
on Thursday after party MP Manish Tewari’s
microphone was turned off in the middle of
his Zero Hour mention on electoral bonds.

The Rajya Sabha, within minutes of as-
sembling in the morning, was adjourned un-
til noon as opposition parties objected to
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu’s decision to
not permit a discussion on electoral bonds,
eviction of forest dwellers, and privatisation
of state-owned firms.

Addressing the media later in the
evening, hours after the Congress demanded
ajoint parliamentary committee inquiry into
the “opaque” donations, Union minister
Piyush Goyal hit back at the main opposition
party. He said that an “alliance of defeated
and dejected corrupt politicians” do not want
clean, tax-paid transparent money to fund
elections.

“Electoral bonds brought in honest
money in electoral politics. People who are
revolting against electoral bonds have grown
used to black money and believe inits usage
during elections,” he said. “An alliance of de-
feated and dejected parties who do not want
transparency in political donations are now
trying to mislead people raising baseless
charges.”

Earlier in the day, immediately after pa-
pers were laid in the Upper House, Naidu said
he had received notices from Congress MPs
Mohamed Ali Khan and B K Hariprasad on
reservations expressed by the RBI on elec-
toral bonds, from CPI leader K K Ragesh on
eviction of forest dwellers, and from CPI's
Elamaram Kareem on disinvestment of gov-
ernment stake in state-owned firms.

“I have gone through this, and decided
not to admit them because they do not war-
rant suspension of other business and tak-
ing this up on priority,” Naidu said, evoking
sharp responses from the Opposition.

In Lok Sabha, as the House assembled, the
Congress demanded a discussion. Speaker
Om Birla objected to Tewari mentioning the

role of “PMO” — the Prime Minister’s Office
— in matters of electoral bonds. “You can’t
name anyone,” Birla said, and Tewari’s mi-
crophone was turned off.

As Tewari continued to speak, Sonia was
seen getting up and proceeding to walk out,
following which other Congress MPs joined
her. The rest of the Opposition, such as TMC
and DMK, remained seated.

Tewari said that the Centre had, through
electoral bonds, made “government corrup-
tion official”, and that the earlier regulation
over influence of the rich on politics was no
longer present. “Despite reservations ex-
pressed by RBI and Election Commission, the
government went ahead with introduction
of electoral bonds,” he said. Tewari said the
scheme was such that people would not
know who is the donor, who is the receiver,
and how much money has been given.

Later in the evening, Goyal told the media,
“Allegations against the government over
electoral bonds are baseless. In fact, the
Narendra Modi government has, for the first
time, taken a number of steps against cor-
ruption. The Election Commission has seized
crores of rupees from Congress leaders; they
have been corrupt and have used black
money extensively.”

He said, “It is unique that those who are
themselves immersed in corruption are op-
posing it the most. There have been cases
earlier of Prime Ministers allegedly accepting
suitcases of cash, of various scams, includ-
ing Bofors, Jeep, 2G, Coalgate, etc.In all these,
the Congress party has been involved. It is
natural that they will oppose a system which
is cleaning the electoral process...”

Goyal said there had been consultations
between RBI and the EC on the electoral
bonds issue. According to him, between the
passing of the Finance Bill on March 31,2017,
and Notification of the Electoral Bond
Scheme on January 2,2018, there were mul-
tiple interactions between RBI and the
government.

“To ensure there is no misuse of electoral
bonds, the encashment can be done by only
qualified registered parties and within 15
days,” he added.

6 IN PARLIAMENT s

FroM THE GALLERY

Poll bonds: Oppn seeks discussion, BJP hits back
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Govt ignored red flags raised by
Reserve Bank, Election Commission

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE ELECTORAL bonds scheme floated by
the NDA government has come under
scrutiny after reports revealed how the
Finance Ministry brushed aside objections
raised by institutions such as the Reserve
Bank of India and the Election Commission of
India and pushed ahead with the scheme
without addressing any of their concerns.

Citing documents on the scheme ob-
tained by transparency activist Commodore
Lokesh Batra (retd) under the Right to
Information Act, HuffPost India detailed in a
series of reports how the scheme was an-
nounced in Budget 2017-18. Since March
2018, electoral bonds worth at least Rs
6,128.72 crore were issued, and Rs 6,108.47
crore encashed. The BJP garnered 95 per cent
of the Rs 222 crore bonds issued in the first
tranche of bonds, according to data compiled
by the Association for Democratic Reforms.

According to a HuffPost Indiareport, the RBI
said that electoral bonds and an amendment
to the RBI Act as sought by the Finance Ministry
would setabad precedent. Electoral bonds, the
RBI said, would effectively be a type of “bearer
bond”, a notoriously opaque financial instru-
ment that carries no trace of its ownership.

“Bearer instruments have the potential
tobecome currency and if issued in sizeable
quantities can undermine faith in banknotes
issued by RBI,” the bank wrote. The bearer
bonds are transferable by delivery, and who
finally and actually contributes to the polit-
ical party will not be known, it said.

As per the report, RBI's concerns were dis-
missed by then Revenue Secretary Hasmukh
Adhiainasingle short paragraph the same day
the finance ministry received the RBI letter.

Two days later, on February 1, 2017, then
Finance Minister ArunJaitley proposed the cre-
ation of electoral bonds and the amendment to
the RBI Act. The next month, the proposals be-
came law with the passage of the Finance Bill
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BEYOND POLITICS

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Rajya Sabha MP from SP Jaya Bachchan at Parliament on Thursday. Anil Sharma

Delhi’s air quality has improved
since 20106: Javadekar in Rajya Sabha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AS THE Rajya Sabha debated the issue of air
pollution in Delhi, Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar on Thursday said the cap-
ital’s air quality has improved over the last
three years and that the number of ‘good’
and ‘moderate’ days has increased. “As per
continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring
Stations data, there is general improvement
in air quality of Delhi,” Javadekar said.
Congress MP Partap Singh Bajwa hit back,
referring to a recent tweet by Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan, who had advised that eat-
ing carrots would help beat air pollution.
“They are asking us to eat carrots. Are we

goats?” he asked the minister. Bajwa also re-
ferred to a tweet by Javadekar in which he
said people should start their day by listen-
ing to music. “He knows that people’s lungs
are stuck now, (their) throats are choked and
eyes are not responding as tears are coming
out. We are already facing the music,” Bajwa
said. “Is this the way the government is
tackling pollution?”

Earlier, informing the House about the
steps taken by the government to tackle the
issue, Javadekar said a high-level task force
was set up under the chairmanship of the
principal secretary to the Prime Minister in
November 2017, which is closely monitor-
ing the implementation of measures to man-
age air pollution in Delhi-NCR.

On vehicular emissions, he said BS VI

norms would be applicable from April 1,
2020, and this would lead to 80 per cent re-
duction in particulate matter emissions.

To prevent stubble burning, a new cen-
tral sector scheme on promotion of agricul-
tural mechanisation for in-situ management
of crop residue in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh is being implemented, he said.

Kumari Selja of the Congress said farmers
alone should not be held responsible and the
government should provide them technolo-
gies to address the crop residue problem.

BJP MP Vijay Goel alleged that the Delhi
government has done nothing to combat
pollution. Sanjay Singh of the AAP said even
Union Minister Javadekar has admitted in his
report that the pollution in Delhi has reduced
in the last two years.

After Rajya Sabha was adjourned. P11

2017. In response to queries from The Indian
Express seeking comments onissuesrelated to
the electoral bonds scheme, former RBI Deputy
Governor Viral Acharya did not comment, cit-
ing “one year cooling off period.”

In May 2017, the Election Commission of
India (ECI) wrote to the Union Ministry of
Law and Justice, warning that electoral bonds
would help political parties hide illegal do-
nations from foreign sources, as dubious
donors could now set up shell companies to
funnel black money to politicians. It wanted
electoral bonds and other legal changes
made to reduce transparency in funding of
political parties to be rolled back.

As late as October 2018, the Law and
Justice Ministry records showed, ECI contin-
ued to insist upon the rollback of the bonds
and other anti-transparency provisions. ECI's
continued objections became public knowl-
edge when, in March 2019, it reiterated its
opposition to the bonds in an affidavit sub-
mitted to the Supreme Court.

Contrary to the government’s assertions
that donor details will remain anonymous,
State Bank of India (authorised to sell elec-
toral bonds) uses an alphanumeric code to
keep track of who bought how many bonds,
and the political party to whom the bond
was eventually donated. This mechanism of
tracking these bonds, the documents reveal,
was approved by the Finance Ministry. The

rules governing electoral bonds require SBI
to share this data with law enforcement
agencies if required.

The government specified four 10-day
windows in January, April, July and October
each year when SBI would sell these bonds.
The rules also allowed for an additional 30
days in years when a general election was
scheduled. However, the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) directed the Finance Ministry to
break its own rules to approve the unsched-
uled sale of electoral bonds ahead of state
Assembly elections on two separate occa-
sions. These state elections — in Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram,
Rajasthan and Telangana — were the last
round of polls before the Modi government’s
first term ended. The PMO’s intervention to
open extra windows for political donations
via electoral bonds is significant because the
limited sale periods were intended as a pre-
caution against money laundering. The RBI
had initially recommended that the bonds
be sold twice a year for a short duration.

Justifying the electoral bond scheme in
his Facebook post on April 7,2019, Jaitley said
the NDA had, in 2017, created the instrument
“based on the principle of masking the iden-
tity link between the party and the donor”.

“This instrument provides for a complete
white money donation. The bond as a bank-
ing instrument of SBI, a Party had to deposit
itin a single declared account by the political
party. Both at the hands of the receiver and
the donor, it is white money through a de-
clared channel. As far as the transparency is
concerned, as against the original system of
cash which was non-transparent through-
out, there is an improved transparency in the
electoral bonds. The donor declares in his
balance sheet the quantum of bonds that he
has bought. The SBI has a record of the
donors. The recipient party declares the
amount of bonds it has received. The link be-
tween the donor and the identity of the party
is masked in the same way as is done in the
case of electoral trust,” he said in the post.

Govt refers surrogacy
Bill to 23-member
RS select committee

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE GOVERNMENT on Thursday referred the
surrogacy Bill toa 23-member select commit-
tee of Rajya Sabha. Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan moved a resolution in the
House, referring the Bill to a select committee.

Rajya Sabha members had on Wednesday
sought amendments in certain provisions of
the Surrogacy (Regulation)Bill, 2019, that seeks
to ban commercial surrogacy in India. The Bill
only allows a close relative to act as a surrogate
to couples who have been legally married for
at least five years.

Harsh Vardhan moved a motion in the
House, referring the Surrogacy (Regulation)
Bill, 2019, to the select committee. The mem-
bers approved the motion by voice vote.

“I move the motion that Surrogacy
(Regulation)Bill,2019...as passed by Lok Sabha
be referred to a select committee of the Rajya
Sabha consisting of following members...,”
Vardhan said. The members are Bhupender
Yadav, Vikash Mahatme, Saroj Pandey, Ashwani
Vaishnav, Jairam Ramesh, Amee Yajnik, AR
Biswas, A Navaneethakrishnan, Ravi Prakash
Verma, Prasanna Acharya, Ramchandra Prasad
Singh, Banda Prakash, K Somaprasad, R S
Bharathi, Veer Singh, Vandana Chavan, Anil
Desai, Naresh Gujral, Sushil Kumar Gupta,
V Vijayasai Reddy, Hishey Lachungpa, Parimal
Nathwani and Sambbhaji Chhatrapati.

The minister said the panel has been asked
tosubmitits report by the last day of last week
of the next session. However, Vardhan did not
name the chairman of the committee.

Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
said the head of the committee would also at-
tach an annexure in its report, providing de-
tails of the number of members attending the
meetings of the panel.

Uniform of RS marshals set to change, again

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

FOLLOWING CRITICISM from various quarters,
including a former Army chief, the uniform of
Rajya Sabha marshals is set to change again. It
is not clear whether it will be a completely new
uniform or the present one will see some
changes, but officials have ruled out the option
of marshals returning to their old outfit.

The uniform of half-a-dozen marshals,
who assist Presiding Officers of the Upper
House in conducting proceedings, was
changed at the start of the Winter Session.
From safari suit and turban in summer and
dark bandhgalas in winter, the uniform was

Amarshal in Rajya Sabha in the
uniform that has invited criticism

changed to a blue suit with a peaked cap.
The change drew criticism from several
quarters, including former Army chief General

Ved Prakash Malik. “Copying and wearing of
military uniforms by non military personnel
is illegal and a security hazard. I hope
@VPSecretariat, @RajyaSabha & @rajnathsingh
ji will take early action,” tweeted the former
Army chief. On Wednesday, during the
Question Hour, Congress MP Jairam Ramesh
said, “Sir, have been trying to draw the atten-
tion, but I think the cap is obstructing the vi-
sion. You are not able to see my hand.”

After the new uniform drew criticism,
Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu had
announced that it will be reviewed.

“The similarity to a military outfit is inci-
dental, it is blue, not green. At the all-party
meeting on Sunday when it was first worn,
it was much appreciated. The uniform was

basically designed drawing inspiration from
the attire of staff in state Assemblies.
However, now it will be redone. The caps
have already been dispensed with. There is
no question of going back to the old uniform
because the marshals were not happy with
it. We have initiated the process for a new
uniform. Till then, the current one will be in
use,” said a source.

According to sourcesin Rajya Sabha secre-
tariat, the uniform was changed after a long-
standing demand of marshals who resented
the fact that despite being gazetted officers,
there was nothing in their uniform to distin-
guish them from chamber attendants, whoare
lower-ranked officials. The turban was also
thought to be cumbersome, said the sources.

Oppn seeks select
panel scrutiny for

transgender Bill

New Delhi: The Opposition has said in
Rajya Sabha that the government’s Bill
aimed at protecting the rights of trans-
gender persons is not “comprehensive”
enough and should be sent to a select
panel for further scrutiny.

Instead of a new Bill, the govern-
ment should have brought the private
member’s Bill on the transgenders’
rights moved by DMK leader Tiruchi
Siva and already passed in Lok Sabha
last year, the Opposition said.

Participating in a debate on the
Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Bill, 2019, Opposition parties
DMK, NCP, CPl and AAP alleged that the
government has brought its own ver-
sion, tweaking major provisions sug-
gested in the private member’s Bill. ENS

Asreported by The Indian Express, the Rajya
Sabha had on Wednesday deferred passage of
the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill after several
members opposed certain provisions and de-
manded that the Bill be modified.

The members had sought changes in pro-
visions that only a close relative canbe a surro-
gate mother, as well as the clause that surro-
gacy is permitted for couples after at least five
years of marriage.

OnTuesday, several members had argued
that the government has not taken into con-
sideration recommendations made by the
Parliamentary standing committee which
scrutinised the Bill.

ISRO preparing for 3rd
mission to moon: Govt

Pune: The ISRO on Thursday said it was
preparing for sending a third mission to the
moon, but did not specify the target date.

Minister of State in the PMO Jitendra
Singh replied in the affirmative to a written
question in Rajya Sabha whether the Depart-
ment of Space is planning a Chandrayaan-3
mission. He was also asked about the ex-
pected timeline.

“ISRO has drawn out a roadmap of lunar
exploration missions to master the technolo-
gies required. This roadmap has been pre-
sented to the space commission. Based onthe
final analysis and recommendation of the ex-
pert committee, work on future lunar missions
is progressing,” the minister said in response,
without giving any specific timeline. ~ ENS
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INDIA TO SRILANKA

PRIVATE SPACE

IN PARLIAMENT House, BJP MP and actress Kirron Kher is often
asked about the well-being of her actor-husband Anupam Kher,
known as a Narendra Modi supporter by party leaders. In the
winter session, the Chandigarh MP has had more than a line to
say about her husband, who is currently in New York filming
‘New Amsterdam’, an American series by NBC. “He seems to
have become an NRI,” Kher quipped when a minister asked. She
said he has become so famous that he gets mobbed at times at
public places. She also said when someone recently approached
her, seeking time to sit with him to discuss something, she had
to tell the person that she herself wanted time to sit with him.

Row OVER SEAT ROw

EVEN AS Shiv Sena continues to sulk about the change of seats
of its MPs in Rajya Sabha, sources in the secretariat of the
Upper House say while the seats were changed as per recom-
mendation of the Parliamentary Affairs Ministry, there was
no design in putting the former NDA allies right next to the
Congress and NCP benches. It was simply a case of vacancies,
which arose because of retirements, deaths, etc, of members,
being filled. Also, a front-row seat is given only to parties with
five or more MPs, and NCP’s Sharad Pawar has one as a mark
of respect for his political career spanning over five decades.

TASTE OF LOYALTY

AFTER THEIR SPG cover was withdrawn, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and party’s former chief Rahul Gandhi had pub-
licly thanked the force for protecting them over the years. On
Thursday, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said the government move
was part of politics and argued that such things keep happen-
ing in politics. While the Gandhi family members have given
animpression that they have taken the decision in their stride,
Congress leaders are eager to exhibit their unflinching loyalty
to the family. They have slammed the government, raised the
issue in Parliament, and have even held street protests.

MP govt clears
inclusion of eggs in
anganwadi meals

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 21

DISREGARDING OPPOSITION
from the BJP and Jain groups, the
Congress government in Madhya
Pradesh has given administrative
sanction to a proposal to include
eggs in the meals of anganwadi
children and pregnant and lac-
tating mothers.

The proposal, prepared by
Women and Child Development
Department, entails tentative
expenditure of Rs 110 crore.

To begin with, eggs will be
served only in 89 tribal blocks of
the state and the remaining ar-
eas will be covered depending
on the response in the first
phase. The children and women
will get three eggs a week.

“Those who don’t consume
eggs will be given a substitute
equally rich in protein,” Women
and Child Department Principal
Secretary Anupam Rajan told The
Indian Express. The proposal will
take effect from the next financial
year thatbegins on April 1, he said.

Women and Child

Development Minister Imarti
Devi has signed the file. She said
serving eggs will help fight mal-
nutrition which is rampant in
tribal areas.

Sources said Chief Minister
Kamal Nath had backed the idea
when he reviewed the progress
of activities conducted by the de-
partment last month. The gov-
ernment hopes introducing eggs
will increase attendance in an-
ganwadis in tribal areas, where
eggs are not opposed on social
or religious grounds.

The department plans to
send teams to states where eggs
are already included in the an-
ganwadi meals and mid-day
meals in schools for details on
procuring and distributing eggs
at lower costs. Given that an av-
erage strength in an anganwadi
is between 30 and 40, the de-
partment hopes the poultry in-
dustry will get a boost.

The BJP, which ruled the state
between 2003 and 2018, has
been against the idea, with for-
mer CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan
claiming the move will divide
children along their food choices.

‘Take forward reconciliation,

meet aspirations of Tamils’

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

TWO DAYS after meeting newly-
elected Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, New Delhi
onThursday drew the red line on
Tamil minorities in Sri Lanka, for
the first time in recent years.

Delhi underlined its expecta-
tion that the new government in
Sri Lanka should carry forward the
process of “national reconcilia-
tion” and meet the aspirations of
the Tamil community. It also out-
lined “equality, justice, peace and
dignity” as the key aspirations of
Tamil minorities.

The government said that
these expectations have been
conveyed to Gotabaya during the
meeting between him and
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday.

This comes amid concerns in
the Tamil community in Sri Lanka,
which was articulated by the
Tamil National Alliance — the ma-
jor political party representing in-
terests of ethnic Tamil minorities
in the island country.

Without mincing words, the
Ministry of External Affairs

EXPLAINED

Pastrecord
raises concerns

THIS IS the first time in recent years that Delhi has underlined
the expectations on Tamil minorities so clearly, especially af-
ter five years of Sri Lankan government under President
Maithripala Sirisena and PM Ranil Wickremesinghe. They
have now been replaced by the Rajapaksa brothers. The fam-
ily, which was in power before 2015, has been accused of hu-
man rights violations against Tamil minorities. Indian con-
cerns stem from the past record of the Rajapaksas when they

were in office.

spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said on Thursday, “During his
meeting with President
Rajapaksa, External Affairs
Minister discussed our close and
bilateral relations with Sri Lanka,
including ways to further
strengthen this in coming years...
(he) conveyed to President
Rajapaksa India’s expectation that
the Sri Lankan government will
take forward the process of na-
tional reconciliation to arrive ata
solution that meets the aspira-
tions of the Tamil community for
equality, justice, peace and dig-

nity.”

BoONDING IN HOUSE

He added, “You must have
seen President Rajapaksa’s state-
ment where he affirmed that he
will be the President of all Sri
Lankans irrespective of their racial
or religious identity and without
creating a distinction on whether
they voted for him or not. The
President also stated that he is
committed to ensuring the devel-
opment of the Northern and
Eastern provinces and considers
India a valued partner towards
this endeavour.”

The MEA spokesperson also
rejected the perception thatitwas
acting quickly, keeping in mind

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut (right) greets DMK MP A Raja during the Winter Session of
Parliament, on Thursday. Renuka Puri

ED allowed to question
Chidambaram in Tihar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

A DELHI court on Thursday al-
lowed the Enforcement
Directorate to interrogate sen-
ior Congress leader and former
Union minister P
Chidambaram in Tihar jail for
two days in the INX Media
money-laundering case, which
is being probed by the ED.

Special Judge Ajay Kumar
Kuhar passed the order on a
plea filed by the agency, which
was represented by central
government standing counsel
Amit Mahajan and special pub-
lic prosecutor N K Matta.

The court allowed the ED to
interrogate Chidambaram on
November 22 and 23 from 10

am to 3 pm.

Inits plea, the ED sought the
court’s permission to record
Chidambaram’s statement un-
der Section 50 of PMLA.

“The agency submitted that
it wants to confront
Chidambaram with crucial
documents which are in pos-
session of the DoE and same
would enable DoE to ascertain
and unearth the relevant as-
pects of the case,” the
order read.

The ED told the court that
Chidambaram’s custodial in-
terrogation was essential for
ascertaining the complex
money trail apart from the in-
volvement of the other ac-
cused. The court had earlier ex-
tended Chidambaram’s judicial
custody till November 27.

Bangladesh PM
to visit India for
Eden match

New Delhi: Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will be
present for the opening day’s play
of India’s maiden day-night Test
cricket match in Kolkata on Friday;,
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Thursday.

India is taking on Bangladesh
inits firstever pink-ball Test match
at the Eden Gardens stadium.

MEA’s official spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said Hasina will
be visiting Kolkata to witness the
historic match at the request of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“This request was made in
view of the historic nature of the
first ever day-night Test match to
be played onIndian soil,and bear-
ing in mind the special occasion
that this represents in Indian
sport,” Kumar said at a media
briefing. ENS

PoOLITICAL PARTIES WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TARGET PEOPLE BY AFFILIATION

Google to ban ads based on political leaning

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

AFTER RIVALS Facebook and
Twitter battled it out over their
political advertisement policies
this month, Google has also re-
sponded to growing criticism by
revoking several micro-target-
ing capabilities, or advertising
campaigns tailor-made to target
very precise segments of the
population.

With staggered application
across the world, it will apply to
India starting January 6 next year.
Google’s change removes the ca-
pability that allowed political can-
didates to target online users ac-
cording to their political affiliation.

Earlier, political advertisers
could use first- or third-party data
to create their own targeting
pools, or targets based oninterest
areas.Now the advertising will re-
semble more similarly to TV cat-
egories of age, gender, and loca-
tion, Google announced on
Wednesday.

The debate around political
ads policy began when Facebook
stated thatitwould not fact-check
political ads. Twitter subsequently
banned all ads that mention a
candidate, political party, govern-
ment official, election, legislation
and the like from the platform.

Twitter also decided torestrict
micro-targeting for “issue-based”
ads, such as ads about climate
change or abortion.

ilpppi_f‘i.ﬂ-&.' 55. COm

“We believe political message
reach should be earned, not
bought,” Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey
tweeted on October 31.

Facebook faced flak for allow-
ing false advertisements by
politicians, and is currently re-
viewing its decision.

Contrastingly, messaging app
Snapchat s fact-checking politi-
cal ads. All the platforms are fac-
ing more pressure in the US in
the run-up to next year’s
Presidential election.

Google has decided to limit
the degree of micro-targeting
with voter records and similar
data banks, but will still not fact-
check the advertisements.
Candidates will still be able to
target users according to age,

gender, location, and some other
groupings - such as those inter-
ested in a specific topic.

The policy will apply to the
December 12 UK General
Election and the European Union
by the end of this year. Before
this, Google allowed candidates
in the US to target users accord-
ing to their searches, which buck-
eted them in political leanings,
or voter file lists.

Facebook’s political ads pol-
icy, which allows for targeting
based on user history, remains
the same. The feature becase con-
troversial when Russian actors
were learnt to have used this fea-
ture to determine political affilia-
tion of users and target them
accordingly.

Indian political ads on Google
have amounted to Rs 29 crore
since February 19 this year. The
BJP has spent Rs 12 crore, DMK
spentRs4 crore, and the Congress
Rs 3 crore, according to Google.

Indian political ads on
Facebook have amounted toRs 39
crore since February.

Twitter does not supply total
figures for total advertisement
funding; the BJP, it stated, has
spentRs 1.5 lakh.

Afterrollouts of these policies
in the US and European nations,
India was one of the first test-
grounds for the new initiatives for
all the companies.

Twitter’s portal is still only
available in the US, EU, Australia,
Canada and India.

the pro-Chinese Rajapaksa broth-
ers at the helm in Colombo. “Our
relations with Sri Lanka, or for that
matter with any neighbouring
country, are independent of our
relations with third countries. Our
multifaceted relationship with Sri
Lanka stands on its own footing
and is rooted in our geographical
proximity and historical connec-
tions,” Kumar said.

Articulating the sentiments of
Tamil minorities, Tamil National
Alliance leader R Sampanthan,
who had backed Gotabaya’s rival
Sajith Premadasa, has said, “Our
wishis that the new President will
respect the very substantial dem-
ocratic verdict of the Tamil people
of the North and East and it is my
belief that he will do so. It is only
then that we can bring about a
sense of oneness and the feeling
that we are all equal citizens of
one country and this country will
be protected and that by creating
such an environment we can
achieve major economic and so-
cial development which will ben-
efitall the people of this country.”

Gotabaya has said that his
country will “maintain an equi-
distant and yet, cordial relations
with all countries”.
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Credibility of bar
key to judicial
independence: C]

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

THE INTEGRITY of the bar is im-
portant to maintain the inde-
pendence of the judiciary, Chief
Justice of India Sharad Arvind
Bobde said in his maiden public
address on Thursday.

“If the bar loses its integrity, it
would have an enormous reper-
cussion on the workings of the ju-
diciary,” CJI Bobde said. He was
speaking at an event organised by
the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA)in his honour.

“It is our collective responsi-
bility to ensure that the credibil-
ity of the baris maintained. And it
will be maintained only if mem-
bers of the bar continue to act
freely, diligently, and fearlessly in
promoting the legitimate inter-
ests of their clients...” he said.

(JI Bobde also said exorbitant
fee charged by senior advocatesis
a matter of concern. He said that
judicial independence also in-
cludes “people’s access to inde-
pendent and affordable advocacy
and assistance from lawyers”.

He also said that the judiciary
must harness technology in pro-
viding more efficient and cost-ef-
fective access to delivery of justice.
“This must also include undertak-

Convincing US that
tapping into Indian
talent pool mutually
beneficial: Jaishankar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday told
Parliament that India is trying to
convince the US that tapping into
the Indian talent is in mutual ben-
efit of the two countries.

“Issuing visas is the sovereign
prerogative of other sates. But at
the same time, there are very im-
portant economic and business
and social interests...We are con-
stantly in touch with the
American system, the American
government, members of the
Congress to convince them that
tapping into the Indian talent pool
is for our mutual benefit,”
Jaishankar told Rajya Sabha.

He said India has been suc-
cessful in convincing the US to a
“large extent as actually if youlook
atthe numbers, the number of H-
1B visas has been going up in the
last few years, even though the to-
tal rejection rate has been coming
down”.

Replying to a question during
Question Hour on whether seven
Indian IT majors were disqualified
for H-1Bvisa by the US, Jaishankar
said, “With regard to seven major
Indian employers, there is no dis-
qualification on any of them. The

Minister of External Affairs
S Jaishankar

number of visas for which they
have applied to has come downin
the last two years. Denial rates
have also gone up,” he said.

The minister added thatdenial
rates have not gone up only for
Indian companies, but for all com-
panies.

About the spouses of Indians,
Jaishankar said the H4 visawasin-
troduced inthe USin 2015, allow-
ing them to work in the country.

“Indians account for 93 per
centof the total visasissued in this
category. There was some contro-
versy whether this programme
will be continued, but right now
itis continuing...” he said.

“Indian nationals account for
nearly 70 per cent of all H-1B visas
issued even though the share of
IndianIT companiesin H-1Bvisas
isrelatively small,” he said.

Scare of NRC to
intensify fear: CPM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

A DAY after Home Minister Amit
Shah signalled that NRC will be
carried out across the nation, the
CPM on Thursday opposed the
move and accused the BJP of cre-
atingan environment of “fearand
intimidation” through the NRC
process.

The CPM said itis an unneces-
sary and wasteful process since
Aadhaar and EPIC cards are al-
ready in vogue. “The Modi-Shah
duo continue to play the game of
scaring people and polarising
them on communallines. Despite
the fact that there are multiple
identity proofs — Aadhaar, EPIC,
PAN, etc. — the scare of NRC is to
intensify the environment of fear
and intimidation,” party general
secretary Sitaram Yechury said.

The CPM politburo said it was
strongly opposed to a repetition
of the NRC process in Assam as
well. “The NRC process was un-
dertaken under the supervision of
the Supreme Court. The whole
process had incurred an expendi-
ture of Rs 1,600 crore. Now what
is necessary is to ensure that those

Indian citizens who were ex-
cluded are brought into the list...
It will only serve the BJP’'s agenda
of communally dividing the peo-
ple,” it said.

The CPM also slammed the
government over selling its stake
in PSUs, saying, “In order to meet
its profligate expenditure, mostly
on propaganda and spin, this gov-
ernment is selling public assets to
meetatargetofraisingRs 1.10lakh
crore... productive and value-cre-
ating PSUs are being sold to pro-
mote their crony corporates to gain
strategic control of the Indian econ-
omy. This is akin to selling family
silver to meet daily expenditures,
inevitably ruining the family.”

Talk to experts on
economy: Mamata

Kolkata: Asserting that disinvest-
ment of shares of PSUs is no solu-
tion for the economic crisis, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday said, “Our party stands
against the disinvestment of
PSUs...(it) cannot bring economic
stability in the long run...Ifeel the
PM must speak with experts on
this,and if needed, convene anall-
party meeting.” ENS

Chief Justice of India
Sharad Arvind Bobde

ing serious study concerning fu-
ture of artificial intelligence in law,
especially how it canassistin judi-
cial decision making,” he said.

The (Jlalso expressed concern
on the mental health of legal pro-
fessionals. “... Efforts in this direc-
tion must attempt both de-stig-
matisation of this idea and
making available professional
help, where necessary,” he said.

Attorney General of India KK
Venugopal, who also spoke at the
event, batted for increasing the
age of retirement for judges of the
higher judiciary. “Both High Court
and Supreme Court judges must
retire at 70. The collegium must
also try to appoint judges to en-
sure CJIs have atleasta tenure of 3
years,” he said.

Prakash Karat

‘Disturbing signs
of SC failing to
live up to
responsibilities’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

CPM POLITBURO member and
former general secretary
Prakash Karat on Thursday said
there are “disturbing signs” of
the Supreme Court “failing to
live up to its responsibilities”.

He argued that Justice
Ranjan Gogoi’s tenure as Chief
Justice was marked by the
court’s increasing acquiescence
with the executive and com-
promising with majoritarian-
ism on matters of faith.

In an article titled “Supreme
Court Failings”, Karat wrote,
“Unfortunately, over a period of
time, there are disturbing signs
of the Supreme Court failing to
live up to its responsibilities
and to act as the custodian of
the Constitution. That this is
happening at a time when an
authoritarian Hindutva regime
is working to subvert the secu-
lar-democratic framework of
the Constitution becomes a
matter of serious concern.”

The article will appear in the
forthcoming edition of the CPM
mouthpiece Peoples
Democracy.

A Malayalam version of the
article appeared on Thursday in
CPM'’s Kerala daily
Deshabhimani.

In the article, Karat men-
tioned the Supreme Court judg-
ments on Ayodhya, Kashmir,
Sabarimala and electoral bond
issues to back his charge.

He said the manner in
which the apex court has dealt
with a host of petitions regard-
ing the restrictions imposed on
citizens, including detention of
political leaders and activists,
in J&K was “truly inexplicable”.

All the order of September
16 did, he said, was to direct the
central government and J&K
administration “to ensure that
normalcy is restored in J&K on
a selective basis and without
compromising on national
interest”.

“By this, the court gave the
executive sufficient leeway to
selectively relax restrictions
and also made it conditional to
not compromising with na-
tional interest. Delay in giving
ajudicial verdict is a form of ju-
dicial evasion which enables
the government/ executive to
get away with a wrong meas-
ure or policy,” he wrote.
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I, Japsehaj Singh Dua S/o
Manjeet Singh R/0 C-60, lind
floor, back lane, Rajouri
Garden, Delhi-110027, have
changed my name to Japsehaj
Singh, for all purposes.

40521255-1

L fishSingh S/ hird .
Singh R/o G-38, Sarita Vihar,
New Delhi-110076, have
changed my name Jagdish
Singh Chanafor all purposes.

40521274-7

I, tbram Siraj W/O Strajuddim
R/0 488, Shahzada Bagh,
Phase-1, Inder Lok,Keshav
Puram, Delhi-110035. Changed
My Name To Iram Siraj.

0040521307-8

,Har i FSi
S/o Late Sudershan Singh
Monga R/0 24, 3rd floor,
Pocket-G-12,Sector-15,North
West, Delhi-110089. Have
changed my name from Har
Mohinder Singh to
Harmohinder Singh Monga for
all purposes. 0040521244-1

I, HarjinderS/0 MohanSingh
R/0-WZ-5B/1, Plot-No.24, F/F,
Vishnu Garden, Delhi-110018
have changed my nameto
Harjinder Singh. 0040521289-10

I,Gosain Singh S/0 Late Dhyan
Singh Rawal R/o0 A-36, Golden
Enclave, Ranaji Enclave,
Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043
have changed my name from
Gosain Singh to Gusain Singh,
vide affidavit dated
25/08/2019 before NCT, Delhi.

0040521256-2

I,Dhairay PhougatS/OShri
AmritSingh R/0 D-12/156,
Sector-8, Rohini Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Dhairya Phougat. 0040521307-2

I, Deepak Kumar S/o0-Sh.Jai
Chand Ahuja R/0o-
H.No0.1487/14, Arjun-Nagar,
Gurugram, Haryana-
122001,have changed my
name to Deepak Kumar
Ahuja.,for all future Purposes.

0040521307-3

l,Deep ChandraS/O
Girishchand R/0O C-
152,Galino.11, Pusta-2, Sonia
Vihar, Delhi-110094. Have
Changed My Name To Deep
Chander. 0040521307-7

I, Chandra Shekhar Malhotra
S/o Late ShriDina Nath
Malhotra R/0 3/20, 3rd floor,
Shanti Niketan, Chanakya
Puri, New Delhi-110021, have
changed my name from
Chandra Shekhar Malhotra to
Shekhar Malhotra w.e.f.21st
November,2019. 0040521306-1

I, Brij Kishore Singh S/0 Shri
Baij Nath Singh, R/0 377,
Sector-6, R.K. Puram, Delhi-
110022 inform that all the
names Brij Kishore Singh, Brij
Kishor and Brij Kishor Singh
are of same personand | will
be known as Brij Kishore Singh
forall purposes. 0040521149-2

I, Balbeer Singh S/0 Chanan
Singh R/0 T-3456/A Upper
Ground Floor, Raja Park,
Shakur Basti, Delhi, have
changed my name to Balbir
Singh permanently. 40521240-2

I, Ashok Kumar Arora S/O Raj
Kumar Arora R/0 kh.No-
44/20/1, 2.gali.no-32 block-C
Inder-Prastha Colony Burari
Delhi-110084.have changed
name to Ashok Arora.

40521307-1

I, Rajesh kumar S/o Zile Singh
Add-WZ-645 Palam-Village
Delhi-110045, have changed
my name to Rajesh Solanki.

40521274-6

I, Jasmin Kaur Sabherwal W/O
Amardeep Singh R/O.WZ-15,
back-side, Meenakshi-Garden
New Delhi-110018, have
changed my nameto Jasmin
Kaur Sabharwal for all
purposes. 40521274-4

I, Jaskaran Singh Kohli S/o Late
Ravinder Singh Kohli R/o-
70C/2,Purana Tejab-Mill,
Bholanath Nagar,
Shahdara,Delhi-110032 that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Ravinder
Singh in 10th-Class Certificate
& Adhaar Card. But my father’s
correctnameis Ravinder
Singh Kohli. 40521307-5

I, Amriti Kaur W/o Harjinder
Singh R/0-WZ-5B/1, Plot-
No.24, F/F,Vishnu Garden,
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Amrit Kaur.40521289-9

N0.1493985Y NK Govind Singh
s/o Late.Sh.HariHari Singh
R/0-Vill.-Kunjasu PO-kunjasu,
Tehsil-Pokhari-Distt. Chamoli,
Uttrakhand-246473.inform
that my daughter nameis
wrongly-mentioned as Kumar
Shakshi instead of Shakshiin
my army record.Her Actual
and correct name is Shakshi.
AFFIDAVIT-IN-

I, Shamim S/o Babu Khan R/o
H.No.462, Gali No.19, F-Block,
Khajoori Khas, Delhi-110094
have changed my name to
Shamim Khan for all purposes.

0040521249-3

Lal,R/O F-8 Double Storey
Motia Khan, Pahar Ganj New
Delhi 110055.,changed My
Name To Rajender Sharma.
0040521289-5

yRa) rGar i
Garg R/0 422, Modern Appt
Sector-15, Rohini, Delhi, have
changed my name to Rajender
Kumar Garg permanently.
0040521240-3

I, RajeevKumar GuptaS/o
Surender Kumar Gupta R/0-B-
1/68, Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi-
110089 have changed my name
toRajeev Gupta. 40521289-8

I, Punal’ Agarwal R/031 Ambica
Vihar, Paschim Vihar, Nd-87
Have Changed My Minor
Daughter’s Name From
Mishitaa Agarwal To Mishytaa
Agarwal For All Purposes, And
My Minor Daughter’s Correct
DOBIs15.02.2012. 70684602-1

I, Pooja Chaturvedi W/o Shivam
Gupta R/025/102 Tejas
Enclave, Vayu Sena Vatika-
Gurugram Haryana-
122001,have changed my
name from Pooja Gupta to
Pooja Chaturvedi, vide-
affidavit No. IN-
DL86081204436135R dated-21-
Nov-19 before-Patiala
House-Courts. 40521274-8

T, PallaviCamba W/0 Brahm Dev
Arya R/0-Plot No.24-A/1,
Chander-Mohalla,
Dharampura, Najafgarh New
Delhi-110043, have changed
my name from Pallavi to
Pallavi Lamba for all purposes.

0040521274-9

I, Neelam W/0 Shyam LalR/0-
3367/243,HansaPuri,Tri
Nagar,Delhi-110035,have
changed my name from
Neelam Devito Neelam for all
future purposes.  40521330-1

I, Narinderjit Kaur W/o Gurdeep
Singh R/0 Z-32A, Vishnu
Garden,New Delhi-110018
have changed my nameto
Narinderjeet Kaur. 40521289-2

[, Mohammed Rafayuzzaman
Siddiqui S/o0 Mohd Maseeh
Uzzaman Siddiqui R/o-Flat.No-
123 12th-Floor Tower-A Regal-
Garden DLF-Garden City
Sector-90 Gurgaon Haryana-
122505, have changed my
name to Mohammed Rafay
Uzzaman Siddiqui. 40521333-3

I, Mohammad Naim s/o
Mohammad Nasim H.No0.323,
Street.No.15, KardamPuri,
Shahdara, Delhi-110094, have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Naeem
Permanently. 0040521274-3

I, Mehjabin Ali W/o Arshad Ali
R/0-J-63/A Thokar.No.4,
AbulFazal-Enclave Part-1,
Jamia-Nagar, Okhla New
Delhi-110025, inform that my
name has been changed from
Mehjabin to Mehjabin Ali. | will
be known with this namein
the future. 0040521289-1

I, Md Ghulam Rasool S/o0 Jamil
Akhtar R/o Bhasepur, Post
Ratwara, Ps. Bajpatti, District
Sitamarhi, Bihar Pin-843333,
have changed my name to
Ghulam Rasool for all
purposes. 0040521271-1

I, Manorma/Manorma Puri,W/o
Inderjeet Singh R/0O H.No-T-
332, Street No-9, Gautampuri
New-Seelampur Delhi-110053.
Have Changed My Name To
Manorma Saigal, For All Future
Purpose. 0040521274-5

I, Love Kumar Sulochandas
Kapoor S/o Sulochan Das
Kapoor R/o SRB-45-A Shipra
Riviera Gyan Khand-3,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, have changed my
name to Love Kumar
Sulochandas Kapoor
permanently. 0040521240-1

I, Km.Baby Farida Igbal D/O
Musthesin Ali R/0-G-14
Fround-Floor, 40-Feet Road,
Abulfazal Enclave Part-2
Okhla, Shaheen-Bagh, Jamia-
Nagar Delhi 110025. Changed
My Name To Farida Igbal.

0040521289-4

N0.1493985Y NK Govind Singh
s/o Late Sh.Hari Singh R/o-
Vill.Kunjasu PO-Kunjasu,
Tehsil-Pokhari-Distt. Chamoli,
Uttrakhand-246473. Informs
that my wife’s nameis
wrongly-mentioned as SMT
Deveshwariinstead of
Deveswariin my army
record.Her Actual and correct
name is Deveswari. AFFIDAVIT-
IN-DL80961778014961R.

0040521333-1

l,Harsh Bala W/o Ramesh Walia
R/0.E-75,Senior Citizen Home
Complex,P-4,Greater
Noida,U.P.,have changed my
name,to Harsha Walia for all
future purposes. 0040521330-4
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I, Anju Goyal W/o Sanjay Goyal
R/0-B-4/89-90, First-Floor
Block-B, Pocket-4 Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-85 changed my
minor son’s name Lakshay
Goyal to Lakshay Goel.

040521274-1

. rikKSi
Mohinder Singh R/o-F-
2/21,Sec-16, Rohini,Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
to Amrik Singh. 0040521330-3

imalbhaiBabubhaiShahs/o
Babulal Chandulal Shah R/0 B-
53 Gujrat-APPT Pitampura
Delhi-34 change Vimal Babulal
Shah. 0040521307-4

TSimran D/0-T-144a Gadhwall
Mohalla GaliNo-11 Laxmi
Nagar Delhi-110092., Changed
My Name To Simran Pathan
Khan. 0040521289-6

IShakunJethiS/oHarish
Chandra Jethi R/0 C-9/59,
Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to
Shakkun Jeythii. 70684656-1

TSanjeevKumar @ Sanjeev S/0
Sh.Ashok Kumar R/0 12, Ganga
Vihar Colony, Opposite Police
Station, Murad Nagar,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201206 have changed my name
to Sanjeev Chaudhary for all
purposes. 0040521249-2

I'PremwatiR/OD1C/24C, D-
Block, Janak Puri, New Delhi
Have Changed My Name To
Prem Dalal As Per Affidavit
Dated 4Sep.2019. 70684600-1

I'Prahlad Kumar S/0 Sh.Chhote™
LalR/0 1601, Type-3, Delhi
Administration Flats, Near
Gulabi Bagh Thana, Gulabi
Bagh, Delhi-110007 have
changed my name to Parhlad
Kumar Garg for all purposes.

0040521249-1

I'Nivedita Vivek Chatterjee W/o
Abhimanyu Dey R/0 33A, Ville
Avista, Prabhu Pradhan City,
Block-B, Jagatpura, Jaipur,
Rajasthan-302017, have
changed my name to Nivedita
Chatterjee Dey 0070684657-1

IBala W/o Gaurav Singh R/0 327
Sector 15 Part-1 Gurugram
have changed my nameto
Bala Yadav 0050158857-1

(ARMY No.15431599a)
Hav/Dh.Selimuddin Saikh S/O
Md Khairatullah R/O-Vill-
Pakha Po-Sardha, Distt-
Birbhum, West Bengal-731242,
I,Have Changed My Wife’s
Name In My Service Record
Wrongly Written As Jahanara
Saikh The Correct And Actual
Name Is Jahanara Begum For
All Future Purpose. 40521289-7

I, Shaziya W/o Sharig Rehman
R/o H-65, 1st Floor, Muradi
Road, Batla House, Okhla
N.Delhi-110025, changed my
name Shaziyato Shazia
Anjum permanently

40521245-2

I, Reema Yadav W/0-Shri
Hanuman Yadav R/0-C-320/10,
Ramesh-Enclave, Kirari-
Suleman-Nagar, New-Delhi-86,
have changed my nameto
Rima Yadav for all future
purpose. 0040521274-2

I, Sudershana W/o Sunil Kumar
R/0-3367/243,Hansa Puri,Tri
Nagar,Delhi-110035,have
changed my name from
Sudarshan to Sudershana for
all future purposes.

0040521330-2

LOST & FOUND

I, Rahul S/0 Sh. Ashok Kumar
R/0 A-47,New Seelampur,
Delhi, have lost my original
property papers of Flat No.
6/443B, Sector-3,Bawana
Industrial Complex, Delhi-
110039, while visiting
Seelampur Market, Delhi,
finder may call : 9210695231.

0040521241-1
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{ PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that|
my client Suresh Chand S/o Sh. Bodan
Ram 8r, Smt. Resham Devi W/o Sh.
Suresh Chand both resident of B-1/32,
sewak Park, Block B-1, Uttam Nagar,
Mohan Garden, West Delhi, Delhi-
110059, has disowned and debarred his
son namely Dinesh Baberwal S/o Sh.
Suresh Chand & his wife Priyanka W/o|
Sh. Dinesh Baberwal due to their|
misconduct and misbehavior, my client
also debar them from his all movable|
and immovable property. My client also|

\J . WUINLD

Damodar Prasad R/o
SB-268,Anandam, NTPC
SAS Ltd. P-6, Greater
Noida, G.B.Nagar (UP).
Have lost Original Lease
Deed, Allotment Letter,
Possession Certificate &
3 nos of Transfer
Memorandum of my
Industrial plot no. C-209,
Sec-10, Noida.

Finder kindly contact-

9999313972

DLLEL LA AL T I

FUDLIV NUIIVL
My clients=SH™TribhtvanSiigh™S/o Sh.
Babu Lal Singh and Smt. Aasha Devi W/9
Sh. Tribhuvan Singh both R/o H.No. 1030,
Gali No. 26, B-Block, Shiv Kunj, Sanf]
Nagar, Burari, Delhi-110084 have severed
their all relations from their son and his wife]
Namely Balram Singh S/o Sh. Tribhuvan|
Singh and Smt. Roli W/o sh. Balram Singh,
due to temperamental differences and hav%
d

no concern with his any debts/liabilities an:
sever him from her movable/ immoveabl
assets. Anyone dealing shall b
responsible on it own risk and my client:
shall not be responsible in any manner.

Sd/

GHANSHYAM DASS SHARMA|
(ADVOCATE

Seat No. 272, Gajanand Block,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54]

This™S™10 MAToTMT 10 pUDITC at 1arge that m
clientess Mrs. Rama Srivastava W/o Late Sh|
Arvind Kumar R/o H-5, Akash Bharti
Apartments, Patparganj, Delhi-110092 ha:
severed all relationship from her son Kune§|
Srivastava and wife Smt. Bhumika Srivastav.

and their children and disowned and debarred
them from all her moveable and immovable]
properties as they have become disobedient,
misbehaving, torturing, harassing, and the
are out of control of my above clientess and
my clientess have nothing to do with them. M
clientess shall not be responsible for their
acts, deeds. If any person deals with them)
then he will be doing that at his own risk, cosf
and consequences.
Sd/
SANDEEP VERMA (Advocate
Ch, No. B-127, B.G.S. Block||
Tis Hazari Courts, Deihl-54]
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—PUBLIC NOTICE-
My--client-Shyam--Singh--S/O
Late Chet Ram R/o H. No. D-
144/4, M-lind, Sangam Vihar.
New Delhi 110080 has
disowned his son Pankaj Singh
from his all movable and
immovable  Properties and
severed all relation with him due
to his disobedience. My client
shall not be responsible for his
any acts.
Sd/-
AVINASH KUMAR &
ASSOCIATES (Advocate
Ch. No. 715 Saket Courtg
New Delh

— NAME CHANGE

|, Surender-Kumar-Srivastava S/O
Late Shri H.N Lall Srivastava R/O
H. No.44/D, Gali No.1, Sarvodayd
Nagar, Ghaziabad (U.P.), presently
working as Senior Accountant and
is posted in Evacuee Property Cell
Land & Building Department, Govt
of NCT of Delhi stated that in office
record my name is mentioned ag
Surender Kumar, but my othe
documents i.e. Pan Card, Aadhaf
Card, Government Identity Card
and DGHS Card, my name ig
mentioned as Surender Kumai
Srivastava. | further stated that
Surender Kumar & Surendet
Kumar Srivastava both names are
mine and | will use my name
Surender Kumar Srivastava in
future.

PUBLIC NOTICGE
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. PUBLCICNOTICE

This s for information to the public af
large that my client Sh. Sudesh
Mahajan S/o late S.L. Mahajan, 101
Shakti Vihar, Delhi has given loan tg
one Smt. Santosh Dutta W/o Sh
Sushil Kumar Dutta R/o D-231-B
Raj Nagar Part-Il, Palam Colony,
New Delhi against which she hag
kept original documents of hed
property mentioned above with myj
client with assurance either to refund
the loan amount with 24% interest of
transfer the title of the said property
in favour of my client in lieu thereof
The said lady has till date nof
refunded the said loan amount to myj
client nor she has executed
documents of transfer of said
property till date in favour of my
client. It has come to the knowledgg
of my client that the said lady with
her malafide intentions is trying tg
sell out the said property by telling lig
in the market. Anybody dealing in
respect of aforesaid property with
her shall themselves be responsiblg
in this regard.

Sd/A

SARVAGYA SHARMA (Advocate
Ch. No. 735-B, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that my
client is in the process of
purchasing the entire property
bearing number C-195, Defence
Colony, New Delhi-110024 (along
with the land beneath therein
from (1) Mr. Manjeet Singh
Chopra, (2) Mr. Daljeet Singh
Chopra and (3) Mrs. Meeng
Chowdhary (sons and daughter of
Late Mr. Gurbakhsh Singh Chopra

KERALA

10-yr-old bitten
by snake in
classroom, dies

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 21

ATEN-YEAR-OLD girl in Kerala’s
Wayanad district died after she
was bitten by a snake in the class-
room of a government school.

Shehla Sherin was a Class V
student at the Government
Sarvajana Vocational Higher
Secondary School in Sulthan
Bathery town. At the cement-
floored classroom where the girl
was bitten, students had been
leaving their footwear outside.
According to a member of the
PTA, the building had not been
repaired for the last four years.

On Wednesday, Shehla was
bitten by the snake at around
3.15 pm. Her father Abdul Azeez
reached the school at around
3.40 pmand rushed her to a pri-
vate hospital, which referred her
to a government taluk hospital.
However, the taluk hospital
merely kept her under observa-
tion, and when Shehla’s condi-
tion began to deteriorate, she
was referred to Government
Medical College Hospital in
Kozhikode, 83 km away.

As Azeez rushed her towards
Kozhikode, Shehla’s condition
worsened, forcing the parents to
take her to another government
taluk hospital en route at Vythiri.
This hospital too did not admin-
ister Shehla with anti-venom,
and the parents took her to an-
other private hospital, where she
was declared dead.

Azeez said there was grave
lapse on the part of the school.
“My daughter could have been
saved if the teachers took a seri-

ous note of the snake bite. They
did not inform me immediately
after the incident. I was told that
Shehla’s foot got trapped in a
hole in the classroom and she
had sustained minor wound.”
As protests broke out over the
girl’'s death, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said the incident
was very serious and stern action
would be taken against the
erring. PTIreported that Congress
leader and Wayanad MP Rahul
Gandhi too raised concerns over
the incident, writing to Vijayan
that the school’s “crumbling in-
frastructure” needed urgent at-
tention of the state government.
Subsequently, the Education
Department suspended a
teacher who failed to take seri-
ous note of the snake bite.
Deputy Director of Education
(Wayanad) Ibrahim Thonakkara
said local residents, students and
parents have complained that
there was lapse on the part of
teachers. “Students have com-
plained they were entering
classrooms without footwear to
keep the class clean. We are ver-
ifying it. The school will be re-
opened only after ensuring
safety of students,” he said.
Education Minister Prof C
Raveendranath said the school
had been already allotted Rs 1
crore a new building.
Meanwhile, Wayanad dis-
trict medical officer Dr R Renuka
said a probe has begun to ascer-
tain why the taluk hospital at
Bathery failed to administer
anti-venom. A junior doctor at
Sulthan Bathery taluk hospital
was also suspended for the fail-
ure to administer anti-venom to
the girl.

145 Indians deported

from US, 200 more
to be sent back soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AROUND 145 Indians, including
three women, were deported
from Arizona in the US and
landed at Delhi airport on
Wednesday.

This was the third batch of
Indians to be deported in large
numbers since October 18 foril-
legally entering Mexico in order
to sneak into the US. Officials
said that 200 others would arrive
in the coming days.

An immigration official said
that an aircraft carrying the de-
portees landed in India via
Bangladesh at 6 am. “Most of
them are 25-35 years old and
hail from Haryana, Punjab and
Gujarat. They were arrested six
months ago for allegedly violat-
ing visa norms. On Wednesday,
after completing paperwork
with the immigration depart-
ment, they were released.
Intelligence agencies are trying
to ascertain the kingpin of the
racket,” the official said.

One of those deported, Vijay
Kumar from Haryana’s Jind, told

The Indian Express that his father
gave Rs 15 lakh as advance pay-
ment to an agent from Panipat to
arrange for his visaand jobin the
US.

“He asked for Rs 25 lakh. He
told me to wear branded clothes
when we were leaving for the
US, but later we were told he was
taking us somewhere else. We
travelled for three months, dur-
ing which two people died. After
reaching the Mexico border, we
were caught by immigration au-
thorities,” he said.

Gurpreet Singh from
Punjab’s Gurdaspur said, “I tried
to go to the US as my grandpar-
ents live there, but did not get a
visa. | spent six months in
refugee camps.”

Immigration officials said
that the deportees reached
Mexico via multiple routes
through South American and
European countries.

On October 18, more than
300 Indians were deported by
Mexico and another 117 were
deported by the US on October
23. “In the coming days, more
than 200 are coming,” an official
said.

s/o Late Jhanda Singh Choprg
respectively) who three are now
collectively the only sole joint
lawful owners of the
aforementioned property, inherited
through intestate succession from
their deceased father namely Late
Mr. Gurbakhsh Singh Chopra s/o
Late Jhanda Singh Chopra r/o C
195, Defence Colony, New Delhi
110024 which is stated to be fre¢
from all encumbrances, claims
disputes etc. of any sorf
whatsoever. Any person having
any claim, right, title, interest, of
demand of any nature whatsoeve
in respect of the said property]
and/or any objection in respect of
the sale transaction, is hereby
required to make the same known
in writing through e-mail along
with the documentary proof
thereof, at Email address
publicnoticec195defencecolony @)
gmail.com, Phone No: +911
8383802395 within 15 days from
the date of this publication hereof
failing which all the negotiationd
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Pehlu case:
HC summons
record from
lower court

Jaipur: Following an appeal
against the acquittal of six ac-
cused in Pehlu Khan's lynch-
ing, the Rajasthan High Court
Thursday summoned records
from alocal courtin Alwar.

In August, an Alwar court
had acquitted all six. Subse-
quently, the Rajasthan govern-
ment and Khan'’s sons filed
separate appeals in the HC.

DEFAMATION CASE
Wrong to
suggest I have
mala fide motive
against Akbar,
says Ramani

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

JOURNALIST PRIYA Ramani’s
cross-examination ended at a
Delhi court Thursday, during
which she denied suggestions put
forward by former minister M |
Akbar’slawyers and told the court
that the events described by her
were not a “figment of my imagi-
nation and work of fiction.”
Along with Ramani, her friend
Niloufer Venkatraman’s cross-ex-
amination also concluded in the
court of Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Vishal
Pahuja. The court has set
December 10 as the next date of
hearing, when the final defence
witness will testify in court.
Ramani had last year levelled
allegations of sexual misconduct
and harassment against M ] Akbar,
who subsequently resigned as
Union MoS for External Affairs
and filed the defamation case.
Akbar’s counsel Geeta Luthra
put forward a slew of suggestions,
to which Ramani replied, “It is
wrong to suggest that all details of
thealleged event described by me
are a figment of my imagination
and a work of fiction. It is wrong
to suggest that had made the al-
legations against the complainant
for oblique motive and not toem-
power women. It is wrong to sug-
gest that I have mala fide and ex-
traneous motive for making the
allegations against Akbar.”
Ramanitold the court thather
tweets accusing Akbar were not
“defamatory and malicious”. She
said, “It is wrong to suggest that
what I have done by publishing
the tweets was wrong, defama-
tory and malicious. It is wrong to
suggest that it has harmed the
reputation of the complainant. Itis
wrong to suggest that my tweets
and publication had nothing todo
with ‘doing the right thing’.”
Luthra then asked Ramani, “In
your previous Cross-examination
you stated that you may have is-
sued clarification when you re-
alised that the Firstpost news was
incorrect. You also stated that you
would check from the records.”
Ramani said, “I did check my
Twitter account (with) regard to
clarification.... There were a lot of
tweet threads and [was unable to
find my clarification as stated dur-
ing my earlier cross examination.”
Ramani told the court that she
reactivated her Twitter account
for a day to check the records and
deactivated it again.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

HAREN PANDYA CASE
SC dismisses
pleas seeking
review of move
to restore
convictions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE SUPREME Court has dis-
missed petitions seeking review
of its decision restoring the con-
viction and sentence imposed on
nine of the 12 accused in the
2003 murder of former Gujarat
home minister Haren Pandya.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and Vineet Sharan ruled
itwas “convinced that the order,
of which review has been
sought, does not suffer from any
error apparent warranting its re-
consideration”.

Deciding appeals filed by the
(CBI against the 2011 order of the
Gujarat High Court acquitting
them of murder charges, the
bench onJuly 5 this year said that
“the CBI has investigated the case
thoroughly and minutely and the
conspiracy between accused per-
sons has been found established”.

The apex court had said “there

is voluminous evidence dis-
cussed in criminal appeals de-
cided today... with respect to the
complicity of the accused persons
inthe offence” and that “it cannot
be said thatinvestigation was un-
fair, lopsided, botched up or mis-

Hasan R/o P-97, lInd Floor,
Batla House, Jamia Nagar,
N.Delhi-110025, changed my
name Sayeeda Zakia Nafisi to
Zakia Nafees permanently.
0040521245-1

severed all connection with them and in
case anybody dealing with them will do|
that at his own cost and consequence
and my client will not be responsible in
any manner.

shall be completed without any
reference to such claims and the

“The High Court Thursday
heard appeals against acquit-
tal of six accused in Pehlu
lynching case. The court has
summoned records from the
Alwar court which had ac-
quitted them,” said advocate
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DL80962121676281R.40521333-2

I, Yadav Monika Sabhajit D/O
Sabhajit Yadav R/02/54/1-2,
Near Post Office, Teliwara,
Delhi-110032. Changed My
Name To Monika Yadav.

0040521307-6

I, Vinay Kumar Modi S/o Kuber
Dutt ModiR/0 16-A, 2nd-Floor,
GaliNo.1, West Arjun Nagar,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051
have changed my nameto
Vinay Modi. 0040521289-3

I, Tahir Ahmed S/o Anul Haque.
R/0-1662 galiNo.17, Rajiv
Gandhi-Nagar new
Mustafabad, Delhi-94, have
changed name of my minor
son, from ISRAHIL ANSARI to
FARMAAN,for all future
purposes. 0040521274-10

I, Arshgeet S/o Dalvir Singh R/o
E-1001, Elite Homz, Sector-77,
Noida-201301 (UP) have
changed my name to Arshgeet
Singh for all future purposes.

0040521254-1

I, Ankush Choudhary S/o0 Girraj
Bansal R/o Farm 16 Ashoka
Avenue DLF Chattarpur Farms,
New Delhi-110074, have
changed my name to Ankush
Chaudhary vide Affidavit
dated 19.11.2019 sworn before
Notary Amar Nath, Delhi.

0040521297-1
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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SERWVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

directed in any manner whatso-
ever, as had been observed by the
High Court in the judgment
which we have set aside”.

Disapproving of the observa-
tions of the HC, the bench ruled
“the observations made by the
High Court in the judgment
which we have set aside were
based on lopsided approach
without consideration of the en-
tire evidence on record and on
the wholly incorrect apprecia-
tion of the evidence which was
clearly perverse”.
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IVRI confirms bird
deaths at Rajasthan

lake due to botulism U

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 21

THEINDIAN Veterinary Research
Institute (IVRI), Bareilly, on
Thursday confirmed that the
thousands of birds which were
found dead at Rajasthan’s
Sambhar Lake died of avian bot-
ulism — a paralytic, frequently
fatal disease caused by the inges-
tion of toxins which are pro-
duced by the bacteria
Clostridium botulinum.

The investigation was under-
taken at IVRI's Centre for Animal
Disease Research and Diagnosis
(CADRAD).

Rajasthan Animal
Husbandry Minister Lalchand
Katariya has confirmed IVRI's re-
sults.

“We carried out laboratory
tests on samples, as per interna-
tionally prescribed methods, to
conclude thatitis botulism,” IVRI
director Dr Raj Kumar Singh said.

J&K Police
repatriate Pak
national as
‘coodwill
gesture’

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 21

THE JAMMU and Kashmir Police
has repatriated a 32-year-old
Pakistani national who had
crossed into India through the
Line of Control (LoC) along North
Kashmir in May.

Police officials said that the
Kupwara Police repatriated him
as a “goodwill gesture”.

A J&K Police spokesperson
said that the Pakistani national,
identified as Shabir Ahmad, ares-
ident of Pajkote in PoK, was repa-
triated via Teetwal in Kupwara on
Thursday afternoon.

“He was earlier arrested near
Dilar checkpost in Karnah on
May 18 when he had crossed
over into Indian territory with-
out seeking requisite permis-
sion,” said a police statement.

Police said a case was regis-
tered and the individual was
taken to hospital for medical ex-
amination. “Doctors reported
that the said individual suffers
from a mental/psychotic disor-
der,” the statement said.

Police said government was
approached to take up the mat-
ter with the concerned authori-
ties in Pakistan so as to facilitate
his return. “After fulfilling legal
formalities, today, as a goodwill
gesture, he was handed over to
the authorities from Pakistan via
Teetwal,” the statement said.

A statement by the Indian
Army said Shabir Ahmad was
“repatriated on humanitarian
grounds at 1335 hrs today at
the Tithwal crossing point in
Tangdhar sector”.

Talking to the media, Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot said, “It is
satisfying that we were already
acting on the RAJUVAS report. I
have also written a letter to
Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar, we will re-
quest that a secretary,
Government of India, should
come here.what were the causes
of their death, how were these
causes created, we want to as-
certain all these reasons so that
such a situation is not repeated
in future.”

Meanwhile, the National
Green Tribunal Thursday sought
a report on bird deaths from
National Wetland Authority,
State Wetland Authority,
Rajasthan State Pollution Control
board and Jaipur District
Magistrate. A bench headed by
NGT chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel directed that a fac-
tual and action taken report be
given jointly by these agencies
before January 22.

Chhattisgarh to develop 8 sites

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER 21

THE CONGRESS government in
Chhattisgarh has said it will de-
velop eight sites in the state as
‘tourist centres’, as part of the
“Lord Shri Ram Vangaman Path”.
The decision was taken in a
meeting of the Chhattisgarh cab-
inet on Thursday.

A cabinet release said that
there is evidence to suggest that
of the 14 years that “Lord Shri
Ram spent in exile”, at least ten
of those years were in
Chhattisgarh. The release said,
“According to books written by
discoverers, of the 14 years of his
exile in the forests, Lord Shri Ram
spent ten years in Chhattisgarh.”

The release said there are 75
places that Lord Ram visited in
Chhattisgarh, of which he stayed
at 51. The eight places to be de-
veloped will be promoted as part
of the first phase of operations.

Day after Amit Shah’s
‘normalcy’ remark, Valley
shops down shutters

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 21

ADAY after Union Home Minister
Amit Shah told the Rajya Sabha
that normalcy had returned to
Kashmir, shopkeepers across the
Valley on Thursday downed shut-
ters. While there was little public
transport on the roads, private ve-
hicles plied normally.

Shops and businesses across
Kashmir had been shut for over
100 days in protest against the
abrogation of Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status and the
bifurcation of the state into two
Union Territories on August 5.

Recently, business establish-
ments and shops in parts of the
Valley had started to remain
open for the entire day. This was
despite posters threatening
shopkeepers from opening their
establishments were sporadi-
cally seen in parts of the Valley.

The opening of shops was a
hint that the Valley was slowly
returning towards the routine.

On Wednesday, Shah in-
formed the Upper House that

“total normalcy prevails in
Kashmir, with government office
and educational institutions
functioning fully”.

The statement seemingly did
not go down well with people in
the Valley, especially traders.

“Yesterday, we saw shops
opening for the whole day...
Today, they shut it on their own...
There was no call for shutdown
from any side,” said Sheikh
Ashiq, president of the Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (KCCI). “We feel that
the shutdown was reaction to
what the Home minister said in
Parliament yesterday.”

“His (Shah’s) statement was
not just misleading but also
aimed at portraying as if people
in Valley are happy with the sit-
uation here,” said Yasir Ahmad,
a shopkeeper at Srinagar’s
Lalchowk.

Traders say this new phase
shutdown could go longer.

Meanwhile, at least two
shops were gutted on
Wednesday night in the old city
area of Srinagar. Police have not
issued a statement on the issue.

“The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is developing the Ram Van
Gaman path from a tourist point
of view.Looking to its develop-
ment, these places must be
made familiar with tourists,
devotees and people from
within the state. Facilities will be
created for tourists that come to
these spots. For these places the
state government will allocate a
budget, and will also ask the
Centre for funds for these proj-
ects so that they get national and
international fame,” it said.

The move has brought sharp
reactions from both the BJP and
civil society activists.

The BJP hit out at the
Congress forits “political oppor-
tunism” and said that the people
would see through this “cha-
rade”. “It is the history of the
Congress to do appeasement
politics. They have done this op-
portunism through their history,
whetheritis on Lord Shri Ram or
the Ayodhya temple. The people

India seeks
consular access

to two nationals
arrested by Pak

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

INDIA ON Thursday asked
Pakistan to provide consular ac-
cess to two nationals who have
been arrested and sought their
repatriation, officials said.

The arrest of Prashant
Vaindam and Dhari Lal, as re-
ported by Pakistani media, came
as a surprise as India had in-
formed Pakistan that they may
have crossed over inadvertently,
the Ministry of External Affairs
official spokesperson said. The
MEA hoped that two don’t be-
come victims of Pakistani
propaganda. It was not clear
when the two were arrested.

Prashant’s father, V Babu
Rao, said his son left home in
April 2017 in search of his girl-
friend. “One day he did not re-
turn home... [lodged a missing
complaint,” Rao said. He said
the family was trying to contact
the Centre to get Prashant re-
leased as soon as possible.

Dhari Lal hails from
Madhya Pradesh.

will see through this,” said BJP
leader O P Choudhary.

Civil society activists said that
the governments priorities were
skewed, and there was little dif-
ference between the Congress
and BJP governments.

“There are so many things
that were promised by the party
in their manifesto. Just by giving
Rs 2,500 to farmers (for paddy
procurement) doesn't mean
work is complete. There needs to
be work on irrigation, on the
Forest Rights Act, on stopping al-
leged fake encounters. You want
to create spots for Ram Van
Gaman Path near Surguja. But
you are giving away forest land
of the adivasis for mining. The
priorities seem skewed in favour
of grabbing some national head-
lines as opposed to work on the
ground,” said Alok Shukla, con-
venor of the Chhattisgarh
Bachao Andolan.

The Congress defended the de-
cision, with spokesperson R P

nder Ram Vangaman Path plan

Singh saying, “The BJP uses Lord
Ram for politics, for division. For
us, Lord Ram is part of our culture
and tradition. We are only telling
the people that he spent so many
years here and bringing out his life.
Whatis the problem with that?”

However, senior Congress
leaders, on the condition of
anonymity, admitted that they
thought there was political div-
idend in the move.

“We need toremove the idea
that the BJPis the only party that
respects Lord Ram. We do too,
it's only that we are not divisive.
But in the future, this can work
for us too. If youlook at what the
cabinet has said, it says it will ask
the Centre for funds for this path.
If the Centre accedes, they will
have to admit that they agree
with theidea. If they deny the fi-
nances, the Congress will be able
to reiterate that it is the BJP that
uses Lord Ram for politics and
doesn’t really care,” a senior
party leader said.

Arunachal govt panel
opposes CAB ‘in its
current form’

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 21

A CONSULTATIVE committee in
Aruanchal Pradesh on the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
has put forward a two-point rec-
ommendation to the Centre af-
ter talking with multiple stake-
holders, saying that there was an
“unequivocal” opposition to the
CAB, state officials confirmed on
Thursday.

The CAB proposes to amend
the Citizenship Act, 1955, by re-
laxing the eligibility rules for an
immigrant belonging to six mi-
nority (non-Muslim) religions —
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Christians — from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh or
Pakistan in getting Indian
citizenship.

On Wednesday, the
Arunachal committee, headed
by state Home Minister Bamang
Felix, held a final meeting with

Gadkari; Probe MPs, MLLAs who seek
bribes from highway contractors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

UNION ROAD Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari has given CBI and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) a
list of MPs and MLAs along with
acache of their secretly recorded
conversations and videos to
probe whether these public rep-
resentatives demanded bribe
from road contractors and tried
to stall highways works.
“About four months ago I
asked contractors, who came to
me complaining, to record audio
and videos of the conversations.
Ihave given all that to CBIand ED.

=

Nitin Gadkari

P

There is zero tolerance on cor-
ruption in NHAIL” Gadkari said.
In a letter to the agencies on
Monday, Gadkari stated that
contractors complained of being
threatened by local MPs and
MLAs, who allegedly stalled

project works while demanding
money. Most cases reportedly
pertain to works in Maharashtra.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has issued in-
structions that the Road
Transport and Highways
Ministry and the RBI explore
ways to increase loan/finance
tenure for infrastructure projects
to 30 years —ona par with global
practice. Gadkari on Thursday
said, “Globally, infrastructure fi-
nance tenure is 30 years. In our
countryitis 20 years. The PMin-
structed...to sit together and ex-
plore ways to make it 30 years.
Once that happens, all roads
(projects) will be viable.”

representatives of all political
parties, community-based or-
ganisations, and student and
youth bodies and finalised the
recommendations, a govern-
ment statement said.

The first point of the resolu-
tion said it “unequivocally” op-
poses the CABinits current form,
while the second point suggests
that provisions of the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation,
1873 (BEFR), and that of the Chin
Hills Regulations, 1896 (CHR),
should be incorporated into the
Bill.

Itis pertinent to note that the
BEFR is the backbone of the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) - a special per-
mit required by “outsiders” from
other regions of India to enter
the states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and Mizoram.

The CHR similarly puts
regulations on the presence of
“outsiders”.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

VYAPAM CASE
31 convicted in
police constable

recruitment scam

Bhopal: A special courtin Bhopal
on Thursday convicted 31 peo-
ple chargesheeted in connection
with the police constable re-
cruitment scam of 2013. The
quantum of punishment will be
announced on november 25.

One of the major cases as part
of the Vyapam scam, the ac-
cused included candidates, mid-
dlemen and impersonators.

The investigation was done
by the CBI which identified 12
impersonators and traced
them.

The CBI had taken the case
from the Madhya Pradesh Police
in December 2015. ENS
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APPLICATION FOR

Ph.D. PROGRAMME 2019-20

far the Ph.D. Programme 2019-20 in the Instilute,

Please refer to our websiles - www.niv.co.in and
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receipt of application is 06/12/2019,
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WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

District Health and Family Welfare Society, Palwal
Advertisement No. 3/2019 O/o0 Civil Surgeon, Palwal

District Health and Family Welfare Society, Palwal invites Candidates for Walk-in-Interview for the following Post
under NHM purely on Contract basis and initially upto 31.03.2020 with details as mentioned below. Candidates
should appear in Walk-in-Interview along with their Original Documents in the O/o Undersigned on the}

Respective Date of their Interview as mentioned against their Post.

Post Name of Post No. of Post Qualification Age Date of Walk-in-Interview |
Code
1. Gynecologist 01 Post — CHC MD Gynecologist/DGO Upto 26.11.2019
Hathin 65 Yrs.
2. Medical Officer 02 Post — GH M.B.B.S. From a Recognized Upto 26.11.2019
(SNCU+NRC) Palwal Institute, Registered with Haryana| 62 Years

Medical Council.

DESIRABLE

Knowledge of Hindi upto Matric
Standard.

Essential Terms and Conditions:-
1. Applicants have present on the date of Walk-in-Interview along with all the Relevant Original Documents

along with One Set of Self Attested Photocopies.

. Preference will be given to those Candidates who belong to Distt. Palwal.

. Vacancy can be Increased/Decreased/Cancelled.
. No TA/DA for Interview will be admissible.

. Selection Committee has all rights reserves to Cancel/Postpone Interview process.

. Reservation Policy will be Applicable as per Haryana Government Norms.
. Experience will be considered after completion of Degree or Diploma only.

One Application will be accepted for the One Post.

2
3
4
5
6. The Area of Services will be District Palwal.
7
8
9.
1

0. For more details Contact to O/o Civil Surgeon, Palwal 01275-242102 or on website: palwal.gov.in.
Sd/- Chairman District Health Society
and Family Welfare Society-cum-Civil Surgeon,

79280/HRY.

Palwal.

<

Earth System Science Organisation (ESS0)
Indian MNational Centre for Ocean Information Services [INCOIS) m;s

e (Aulonomous body under Ministry of Earth Sciences

(MoES), Govt. of India), Hyderabad

Earth System Science Organisation (ESS0) imviting applications for filling up of the following
Regular Posts at Indian Mational Centre for Ocean Information Senaces (INCOIS), Hyderabad,
an autonomous body under Minisiry of Earth Soences, Govl of India

Advt. Ho,
| _Post

| Mame of the

Mo. of

Pay
Posts

Ane Limit {as on date
ef clasure of application)

ESSONCOIS

RMT/ 022018 | [on

ESSOIINCOIS
RMT/ 03/2019

acentific

Scientist - E |

deputation)

Cing

'Clns

| Assistant - A | (Resaned
for SC)

Fay level 13
|{H5 123100-215500) of
pay malnx (Pre-reyvisad
pay band: PB-4,
Rs.37400-67000
plus GP of Hs.2700)

Level & in the pay
matrix [R5, 35400-
112400) {Pra-ravised,
Fay Band: PB-Z;
Rs.9300-4800 plus
GP of Rs.4200)

26 years

Further details about the |:h:]$:t|u'1 ﬂl|g1l:|-1ll'q. academic qualifications, respons ihilifies,
experience, application procedure and other general conditions are available at
INCGOIS website ; www.incois.gov.in under Vacancies'.
Closing Date : The last date for receipt of online application is 42 days from the date of
publication of this vacancy circular in Employment News. Advertisement is published
in Empioyment News in the edition of November 09-15, 201% and accordingly closing

date 15 Decamber 0, 2013,

Director, INCCOIS
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N
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)
Bays No. 59-62, Sector-2, Panchkula.

Phone: 01722590608

HMSCL invites e-Tenders for Two Years
Rate Contract for Smart Phone for ASHA
Workers, Lithotripsy Unit (ESWL) on the web-
site: www.etenders.hry.nic.in. Please see
Corrigendum if any regarding these Tenders
on the website: www.etenders.hry.nic.in
only.

Managing Director,
79277/HRY. HMSCL, Panchkula.
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Wtk | ROS0D speotestir urde e clen of S CE RV in Dl b Dfasion
dpprorimate coxl of wark FRE 00,500 00 (Ra. Thaty Thres Lakh Cnkyd |
| Enrrest Monay 1o bo dopoaiiod | T8E,000 00 R Seay Six Thausand only)
. Demt ol Tendsr documsik F1 50 o

Baba & Time af submigkkan af
| tpnder Bbd and ogesEng of tondar

Welrsite particulais whre complils detads
Lo tendar dacuments fan be ween

B e o e - ea"n b

LRIETEES |.'l-||u-|':-| s .n-n-liulumd an P ielwn Flalesy E-Frocursmesnt gyt
(REPS) sdi= | v werw lrepa, o in for pacddepaing in ihe sdende symlem = For Al
s and condiions plesse reler fender docurenl = Ho ranusl ofers ame
accaplatke ¢ Cost of Wender docurment el ERmaesl Monsy a8 bE soisplalia

1313 3000 43 1500 Hea

e Fepsagovin

| Mo RPCLRN-2HFRWORE IKDENT F2WCALL-Z

ik KARNATAKA POWER :
ﬂ% CORPORATION LIMITED ""_Er
(RAICHUR THERMAL POWER STATION)
CIN: LEST 18KATSTIS GOI01919

e E— e mE R = mom e —

—— I_...J_I.._.

Daged: 1E11.291%

ABSTRACT BID NOTIFICATION

(TWD PART $'|'ETEI.I| | Threugh e=Precurament Fortnd Onkyl

KPCL invwileg bids |Im English thromgh GakK e-procuremenl plajform
hitps:lerpoc_karnataka gowin fom the gualited Hddes dor he work of Design,
enginaering, manufacfure, gualiy sormillance, testmg af works, supply,
transportation o sibe, storage ol sie, kacal intra:ske transportation, emcton,
iesting and comm s5koning, paripmmanca guarantee tests and handing over of Ong
Ko ol VIP &R of BEIHge/ 10 Passengers capaz ity of Unil-d and One Ko of Fraight lif
ol 1500 K g8 capaciy of Link - 5 & bincligleg disssantling and Basyhack ol a3 aling
ine civd and olcirical vworke comificafion abd, & RTPS. Thoss who nava nol
ieec el s o i cate et podt Bl Rlged: e oo R arricala b g o, i oy &0 80 i oider e
paitecpats in 1he bid. The bred bd notilicalon cortanng the pra-gealtying oriesa lor (he
midcasE, ERND, Cawndar of B8 acivitos and obww delsie can Do oecesiad Trom
g-procuiamant paclal. The delads & WIT can be 2edp &n KFDL welkaila
www karnabikapewer.com and Tsnder domumeants may b diwrcaded ros
Gok e-pracuremenl websie: hiips:leproc. karnatika. govin usder kBgin far
Contacions. Further detads can Be bad fom The Chief Enginear (Thanmal Das iges),
KPCL, 2271, Sudershan Comples; | Foor, Sheshadn Road, Bengabau-580 005
Tel: DED-2220622), Fax: DED-2235540 Emall: cetdfkamsiakapomercom
elcebi@ kanstkaporwecom seedcebdfamatakapowoercom

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

W Bai bl oo gl d ihegri Dposieel, C o

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are imvited from fimms/contractors regisienad with
LIFLG Lucknow 1or tha 1l:lr'-:l-'.'l.'ll'lg i'l:ll:lﬂ E'QE|[551. which bids can ba
upicaded and same shall be opefasdidownioaded A4 per ashadile
merdicned. The delails and condibons of 28 tenders are avajlabie on
Molda Awtharnily’s official website: wera noldsauthorirondos. com &
Ifllti.'l..!.l'lﬂtlilj'ﬁﬁ[.,ub.ﬁiﬂ.ll'_l. Plagze ensura Lo zee These wabsila FL'I"J].I'1:|I'
changasiarmendments & cortigendum sl

A)

(1} 13E-TENDER/SPOQZ2019-20. Marme of Work - PFrocurement of
surmemer unifarm fabric Estimaled Rs. ST81TES 00

Which can ba uploaded by Date: 05.12.2019 upto 05:00 PM.
Pre-cualification shall be apensd'dawnloadad on Dale: 04.12.2019

al 1100 AM,
Store Purchasae Qfficar,
Hoida.

Office: Sector-39, NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEMN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT,

=

ﬁi

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHNEDRRAD DIVISHOH

CONTRACT WORHK FOR SNNUAL
MAINTENENCE OF FIRE EXTRGUISHERS
E-TENDER MOTICE Ma. DRM M}
SBIFI099.-20 dated 19,90 FO19,
E-Tamdar & nvlbed froms sligibls
cordraclors o the dollowing work:
Tender Mo M d42Mech (FirsEx2819-
M, Hamsa of Work: Conliacl vk fos
A | Mbairsnance e udinyg Ingpscticn
Fafiling Hydemide Fressum fesling
Labsfigy and reglacmmsel of delec i
ilermm al Fire Exlicpsxhsrs . wdm
Mechasmecal Daganment of Ahimdsidabhad 4
Ormes B & perkad ol s Feaefe
Estimuied Costod work: Td 783 151 0%
i Founy One Lakh Hinely Eghl Thoesmmd 3.
cares Hueibred Tweity T smad Paka e
onki, EME: T 040000 ¥ Bghiy Four d
Thiieand ol Dt &t of S i
cloeing arsl opaning ; Closeg 31 1500 .
g o darkesd T0L12201% and opaning af &
B550 Him arh ifaksd 1913 2018 e bl
parficulars MNMofice Board locathon
whiea complats details of tender ean | | 5
Ba moen & sddregs of the office of| | 7,
tarrder Evwibiceg & T hinp s
ireprgay.In, Drdeloee] Fakery Maduge
(Rhechanicsll, W, Flw), 3nd  Flogr

BO0 Bags”
websie www bstenders.govin

M Hihowrs,

THRSP-I, CHENKA]
Dead

Moochance Eranch Hear Chamunds
Blrichge, Mkareads Figad, B0 Salpui Bogios

Shmodatiaag -142 1S k)

Lika 25 22

Iagabeah.com YWeslemRly

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

n%ﬂ HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

TAMIL NADU ROAD SECTOR PROJECT I

BID NOTICE NO. THRSP IFPPPD3/2019-20/02, Dated. 20.11.2019

i. The Supenrlending Engimeer(H], TNASR | forand onbetal of Govesnor of Starle of Tasd Nadu e bads
forSrenghaning and Fadening [Foer Lane) of Tirunesgd - Sengotan- Kokam Road of SH-38 Tha Projec
Stabn H ity o kim 5000 i K 500600 in e Sts of Tami’ Nadu under THRSPH Lo be eoediled 09
Casign, Buld finance, Opsmie, Mainain
o of Coasbustaon of Fropd Hichmey !

Tha bl docigent wl be aeamiis from 00812548 ar 10,08 hours and shodd be subeined onling in the
Kondly reder the Inetaton For Bid (IFB] upioaded & www tnbandees gow i for dulads from 10.91.2019 &t

A en-relansabis feg of FE1ODI0L (ol of fas) o S0 & e o Do pael e delired i
paragraph 1.2 ¥ oithe RFP docurent) fowards the cosl of the RFP process.
Peetid meedng will be held on 251223019 at 11.00 hours at the affice of e PROJECT NRECTOR

e For o bres s e jes o o bl gen e betora 18,00 hours (55T on 33.01.20320
Dl ate o i e T i ra ] ] opestrs o 1100 i 157 6 23,08, 0020
Superimtanding Enginaar (H),
tFer and on behalf of the Govermnor of Tamil Nadu)
Tamil Nadu Road Sector Progect l, Chennal-28,
THMB Building, 1% Floor, 171, South Kesavaperumal Puram,
Off Greermways Road, RLA_Pweram, Chennai- 600 028. Tamil Nadu, India

Telephone Na: +31 44 24951072 Fax +91 44 24952414

No. District
and Tangker (DEFCIMT) on Modied Anngsty Basis sududing the
o wtrabe b Troes Mo 25000 o Ken 314000 | mhich el Ba gad 09

14 2

o0rW

Address :- DHANIPUR BLOCK ROAD NEAR CANARA BANK TRAINING CENTER, DHANIPUR,

Letter NO: 1075 /RED/Tender/One StopCenter/File No Lekha-3/ Bond Clerk/2019-20 dated: 16-11-2019

1. THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, ALIGARH CIRCLE
ALIGARH. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids through e
tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in appropriatg]
classA; B; & C-as the case may be. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works.

2. Name of work as per table.

"Date of availability of Bid documents on website:- 25-11-2019
Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 24-12-2019 up to 12.00 Noon

Date of opening of bids through e-procurement: 24-12-2019 at 12.30 pm

The Employer has right to issue addendum/corrigendum as per ITB clause-10 on-line which will no
be published in any news paper. All prospective bidders are advised to keep regular watch and visi
e-tender portal regularly.

For further details please log on to https://etender.up.nic.in and down load the bid document

UPID-NO-145687-DATE-18:11:2019
I WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

LR et
R LT

L@Mh?ﬂuhﬁl‘ﬂﬂ Em

Mumbai International Airport Ltd.
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Klumbai Infernational Alppert LimiSed CRUALT ) Fnvdes manclaciurers
Fgir pocrediled ggents 7 M Bty g

1. Supphelk Dallvery ot Hand Hiedd Metal Deberior i HERAD

£ Supply, mstallaseon, fesbng and commissioning ol Bicemadinc basad

Accass Control System for Alipoet Erdry Permil & REID Ser Venikte Pamud
o Pl BLAAS AVSEL Ghcudlar 1502013

imterasind parties hewing relavani exparonce may submmil thelr
Exprasakan of Intanast (E01) witken ¥ days of this advensamant with thale
credarlials, dedailed spacilicabiong of prodocks allersd, 16 of chants,; hig
company's lampver elads for 16 thres yoeans &2 1o The Delow
mentigned addrogs
AVP - Operation Prociusrament
Mumbal International Alrpart Pwt Lid,
Chhatrapali Shivajl ernational Alrport. 17 Floar, Terminal-1
Santacrur-Easd, Mumbai - 400050

Thes mwvilation ker EQ| does ol gpive rise 1o any righl o the groseeclive
gunpfiess and ig ned @ aflfes ar an imeiation i ofMed. BIAL redannas the
P B Accenl oF fedact Ay of 8ll the EDIE of moadify s terma hadaal
l|'-III|'-I:l-|.I|.-EEI‘.=I|-=__'il"l!"|{i BTy rMEAsans

ALIGARH CIRCLE ALIGARH.

ALIGARH.

E-Procurement Notice

S:1-Name-of; Name-of-work Fotal Bid———Cost-of Bid Period-of
estimated | security document | completio
cost (in Lakh) (EMD) including GST including
Inculding in lakh (in Rupees) rainy
GST season
3 1 4 1 5 —= 6 7
1 | Hathras | Construction of Building Work 44.70 | 0.90 - (300+54+2000} 6 Months
Apki Sakhi Asha Jyoti Kendra/One = 2354.00
Stop Center at Hathras.

Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT,
ALIGARH CIRCLE ALIGARH

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Corrigendum

Tenchkr noice | T2-0FM-MB-18-10 ot 08,11 2019, Date of Oponing 10,12.21%
in RIT hemoer of Tender imulisd vids Terddsr naics o {1T1-DRMSE-1E-1% o

iFerem st e Lsniiceg o gy ity only i "'\ I 5 i r g s OB 2073 50 Der cpen o TOLT 2 2019, Bor e winrls o Hiesing o 28a i high ede and
Moo, 12800280 Tander NatlcaSIT/ 122010 200Y-3 Duted: 19,1281 m ﬁ "“I,.[:n Ernail: tnrspligmal.com | Weosie: www.tnrsp.gov.n N s T T
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE IR n. DiFRSIT Tenden 13 SEEAWAHRI uncer ADENHREL pubi st i Amar Ll neowes pioer on 12 1 2049 v
Haticral Aluminlum Company Limfed . . " -
3 GEEEH GAS LIMITED & Bomrryaant ol et Erorial ”DH.THEHH H.AH-WA? aewrd g vl G, 361719 (Doad 10 cfeang i |0 Ganral fond Uon of oosbisd] e Do des
o A Jolnl Vardure of GEIL and SBCLY CIM: UZ23201LUP2005PLOIRIETE Haken Port Enclites. Pod hms TENDER NOTICE Mobes fo TFR-0EM-BIB-1E-10 i, 63112019 showild bs resd s Falen are
HOTICE BWITING TENDER [QPEN DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING] ...-,5_;:.“ bkt PN T P (B2 M TR BT R B (T ) A e LR 7 Y . N |Exzhuting cd GET im all $08 Berw. Tonderor 1o quobs higher rate keeping in
- . patnam-=3) B3 8|  Wamaof Wark App. Costofthe | Contoftercer | Esmist [oomg | Dated WeDiste .
Graen G Lirmdled invies bids from *;i;mndb‘é‘f:ﬂ r;"ﬂEL""'L""“’:I'*“;E’ﬁ O | L2FI030R 1331 GOm0 N with work [inTipa. | Fore through THI_DT lotion | Timetor | partiowiars & mind fhatl rates are sxclustes of GST and Wiz offared rates showd also be
ok dale i | | ii ; " i -
S| Tunger subject | TenderNo, Y O | s g I B b A WAVAATNA COMPAHY s location L,_Lﬂf_f;::n“n wa Rated | RO | - esicaboiy: |axciusive of G5T and GST ot tha rase as applicabie will bo pakd sxtra. The other
' avilntile fraim | Mraling of Bd HG“I::E IHIII‘ImHE TEHDEH E-payment of tandar | complete details biaimrts & oot dthons of the bancer wil revnain sama IT4372019
Ok | Rt Coimact AN | o, oy ' : B & | ot th e ¢ SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
il b Genlar | oyyome Mt | 13320018 OPEN TENDER NOTICE FOR THE Gty opening | besesnsic :
| Procurement of PRG | S I:: an T |atrnahs | 150 hrs FoLOWINGTNIOR-ER- =
Dermwessc Repuininey | 201920 e pre Py & Uss Toile ELBANPA | et sk e | Tongeratt| T whonly wiatas st afteem, P aeea,
2 | Coestrutom of CHI : MTﬁwc;;d::;t:“ﬂm?Tn: 1.| Chaondousi sy i | 'r_a'.irg;-wj'r..-ﬂ 100 | O [oo mosva| Do accentedva FanEes does Haas Bem va Pl Pew, wf Red
| Wother Safons ab | Green r-ljl"-"' 1 o icnnee, | TR | 17425 Fachitine. et Fee i | Euaticn LETEEN ) ppin | B-esdsnng Bragh T : JINTA—HN1, L-mal psi=hopeyiel e moe
Vikaly Whard g | COTARYRD | J6102000 (o 1 1pgaes | 1411500 hrs " 1400 hra. | wwssireps gavin — Py sy e yp—
Farepat kg 020 subrrissicn: D4, 200122015 e 15:00 Hrs. B 1 =5 13 0 BA o any bender recaind E Dl : e e e . e’ ) =g b (S
____Iu.:-.!-u-.-. == = _ - |2 Pepairing of Main re—Tyre A :{I:';';:‘__::; Enchubig PIED Fchaling | o s neg One (1712 2019] marcualy of Prough L8 @] a0 g o- P vy et 1o Errm ad Tepd & e e
Far detated Mosce Inviling Fander, peass visit our Hﬂb:l'-mmlnlﬁnu ned Far amy G.:!tl! 16 Caugli= Sedd Wineh Haus & Elalizn GETENIAN GATEEN c fears prd any other mode |t o e o e spieey |ﬂ"-||:_-:'.F':- ARt MR A "'r1"-" g 1L
qidnies; BindaE mey) soniact Chigl Managar &R, Orasnidas Lanidad, Phong; D5EE- MALCO Port Faclities, Vi oy ot i ekl | Pk b _-,-|1'—|—r|— SEUTD. TRETST TR, TRRITAT TOe0sT TR .;,:,—.::-—.:, 1] I"'E'i"
AN SR G551 5534 a-milrajel. jsolqploaling.ne * 1 I-ll:h;!i'l Ihereaflar a1l sl i |.:, aiptio s sy ST ey J_.rra gediptho v Frandiatta dodin
Diseiaimer: Ary teision, claelizaion, adtendum, corizendus, Toe i, sie s | Lastdamiorho submison < [R.21,12.2019 | 31 it e 1 T T T S FOETE R 2 IR T A |
e abows iender wil B hossed on the welsiie htpiggiosiing, et ey anz o separate | | 201800 Hre. ke cormepandenis wil B4 atertained oBer cpaning of lader x i 3
notficabon shak be ssued i e press, Bidders gre remuested do el the webale oo o T n o e avallable atl | Tender Notics No, 8Pay & Us oS8 DIVISIS.c Date: 31.11,2019 wpsang | (& TR TR ¢ e A (= T Tereen S - EIE
ﬂm"lﬁHET ﬂFTIl"'-ll HEH'" WRW. aprecura.gov.in  Emall i _ |':;'lr'5*m"'w ﬁ;":’?hl dterdy, =f fegh 0 wn wma EEe B A T R
RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND "vsubbarno.amperayani@ | sreere 3 AT oerite | . _
@ “oinds == GREATER VISAKHAPRTNAM MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 1 W v A fr fw i e e o A |
- PANCHAYAT RAJ DEPARTMENT, theni District ASSCOindRE L0 A | P ey Tikeayy < v ' ' anfiory &idreen

TEMCER MOTICE Mo, 2990 {2019/ D5 Dated : 21112019 |
SCPAR, EPC District Panchayat & 14th Finance Commission 30192020 '

ROADS & BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS IN ALL BLOCKS
@ THENI DISTRICT

FORM OF CONTRACT : ITEN RATE TWO COVER SYSTEM (FHORT TIME TEMDER)
1. The e-bed documents can aiso Do downloaded frse of cost rom g

warwtnienders.gowv.in fom 22 19201980 29.11.2019
2. Impeartant dabas
3 L“-':-'I lj'&"ll'k and famaa for

o La=t EI'EllEI Ell'l-'_‘l 1|l'r'|-|! Tu:ur -|‘.'l|"|I|I1E|
siibmress i of Bd ecimants

Lt mmad Timws tor oolirs
3 opaning of bed docwmants. 29.11.2015 -4.00 P

4. Clifner dedalle -r-;m hr' m-r'r' -I'l ||'R Madng dacumaenis
Ry L] TERCERTIN S

29112019 - up te 3.00 P.M.

29,1 Hﬂ-!l « np o 4. Iiﬂ FH

Frajeel Direcies, DROW - Thani |

THE H.P. STATE COOPERATIVE WOOL PROCUREMENT

AND MARKETING FEDERATION LTD.

BLOCK KO, 23, 5DA COMPLEX, KASUMPTI, SHIMLA-171009 HP
Ph. OV 72623837, Fac 0 T7-26008891 Emall:- grmwealiad-hp B rec
Webamite: hepshumachal e infeonifed
E-TENDER NOTICE
SUPPLY OF BIS CERTIFIED PREGHANCY
RATION (TYPE-II) CATTLE FEED FOR CATTLE
E-lendars undar fwo bid Eyslams &ha mvded lor tha supply o
apprommaiply 48000 Otls. BIS Carlified Pregnancy Ration (Type-ll)
Catths Fesd fof caflle on FOR baas aheatieds in Himachs! Pistash
The lender docyument containing the lechncal speoifications, teems &
cordibicerss and lendas fonT can ba dowen icaded trom the olficiad postal
hitpshptendera gov.in fiom 22.11.2010 (effective J.00 PM) o
13.12.2019 {up tll 1200 noon). Tha cost of tha fencdar document IS
15,000/, The last date of uploading / submission of bids on-lne is
13.12.2010 (12,00 Noon). The bads raceived wil be openad & thea
above address on 161232070 88 12 Moon @ iha presarcd of tiddars
who opt 10 be present Al the futom notificahons/comigendum’'s
mamEnoums o, in conrsciion wih thes fendas, I amy. will ba
publishad only on the ofical portal Mipsfhplenders.goy.in and will
not b corveped indnviduadly o published in newspapans . In casa
fha daias lixed ior e opening of bads 15 deckarad & holiday, [he bids

shal be opened on next workang day at thd same tima and venue
The undertagned resenms the aght 1o reject any or all e offers andf/or
cancel ffs tender winout ASSOning any Mason’s.  Managing Director

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
B JS -GS PLITH U T H O Gl ; 18,11 2056

Crp CETEFAUNE, Morhiem Fadeay, Aminla ailag for & on befall o Presidaind o
i it Ef=raiam in single pecasl wytem feom the scperences & saipsished
it ik e oy sucis il s perecc e bor the under aoled sk

1. | Hame of work Fring of 01 Mon A% Mulubley Bosd vehicle Jinsona,
lovaratSoian, Eariga or smilar SUY Typa of wehchz)
wah 1add pems bF Deld, RCH, Harjona & Linar
Frad et with Meod minimm oamay of 2400 Kms. e
vinhechy pod month noding Coa of fudd, kibfcania,
srwper| minar repelicn, dalary of dhivewd, kel fames aced &l
pther bases, (xa |:-i-|-1.|-| ErElicn sy menlEngsde
rurving ol dives | Eprycs and divn of ol kinde
of dracl & indrec] costs n &l cver Dalnl Crasan,
ot R byay

L |Approw. Cost of
tha waork

Rs. 1T 40,687 00
|Sewemictn Lao Sixkty Omie Thousana Sl Hundeed
Eigghity Bawin ealy)

1. | Earmadl Moy Re 35 30000
(Thistye Frem Theoes and Thres Hundiad onl vl To Ba

gaairra T ok |

4. | Camplabicn parssd 5 A n e Troem el onia & Baen &f lonser of

A.'r.q,-.l'.m_r:-
W ire pa. e, in

& |Wabasite address srul
Dizin and Time wharn
tonder avallabla

| & | Closing daks 11 1] e on dafe - 121220018

7. | Dxte of Opening of 1430 M pn dade - 12922048

|andar

£ | walidity of offer | #5 dargs trom lha dala of opeting of landar.

{ Tand ers vathout sarnest iy vl | 2a 5 werema nby rej eoied |

B pichar vl | b2 @it 1 Seuitrrsdd e r Ok il rav e il g 0 B0 oboes el i & Tirmed ol
H¥is oro o0 B submeiad orhnd only. Mamisl Sidsichors om ot ofkowssd ogamn el inis
tender, e ary masual ofer rmcereed =hal be igromd

The lendoroeds must B regisiomd one o Indism Roksay E-Procremom

Fymien PHEFS) pin Lo, www i ps. gonnin ko parsopoing o e e-inndorsyeEiem
Bz g ey cRsnpas Caary) mncharran debiswdur, o resgiee!, weodd Bes posted on s
il g

SERVING C

HUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

@paper E. .'u}-:.es& Com

Tﬁ-lll No of T-rn-:lm 1
| Tandar Notice No.

| Ngot |

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY Wk

Voot of Wzt

STREET LIGHTING SECTION _
[rwn i antng
Strerg

_ Dabe:-1-2019

| Pvguaf oo actaca b
sy A pedd o

= s ity Steny

Pleass join us on 8

W Hoilways

IROAF

arsarzodg

: il
i) oy v | [ 1 |EOE SN0 | T No R 0359 2011 1 TR EELSIAL
, 2019-J0SE(ELEC) Ladtis |@AD0PM| ¢ BaodPM| @400PM

WITAZI-ITRETBALLRITE Data: 18112618 EE[ELEC
a1l Wl S yd R AR e a8 DL 1 2050
I yedwie rhl'\-'_!-':"'hl-l N =-'.-L-"-|- . = o _
Lo . P 5‘1 :}‘Z’*ij’_" Date of epening of Financal Bid 30-11-2010 @ 11 AM
HRT TR A TR Mole: Further delade at hitp heww apeprocurement gov.in
ur wE T — Olo the EE(Electrical)
! A Mo. | B [ Tander Notics No. | Mo of | Velus of |Dewstssbng,
! 7 !a.‘-i'd:':l veq | WBmsArE i I III|"'E-'“"-'I HTEE..“
| 122 |FReda 152 | AR Epme TH NQ 78 jﬁH-:g]F-‘_s.:ﬁ D3| 21,1118
123 | T 153 | gfea | 015 2FSERAVEEST | Lskhs |@200PM |
! 124 !-.Ir-l'll'.: i Equa: | -:": -"'- 1 ;-.-‘E |
H;.'i!;%ﬂ;.'"' E;-;%';:l:;:ﬁ Nots: For ary other detals reguirsd in respec) of above Tender hotics F!-ev.& contact EE-V: @
(a8 _.‘E*_‘“"_.l www.apeprocurement.gov.in woebsite
[ 120 |uiciangn | (196 ST |
(1w w180 A
e e s
EICEED BT I
"vaa | vl e WE W |
| 133 | e 1311157_-._'3-1 |
| 134 | 150 162 | #2
o P | P P (INDIAN RAILWAYS ORGANIZATION FOR ALTERNATE FUELS)
e [dET - | CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EQI)
| 137 | = { L
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CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
SR. NAME OF OLD REFERENCE/ NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/
NO. DEPARTMENT NIT NO. BOARD CONTACT
CORP./AUTH. DETAILS/EMAIL
1. PANCHAYATI RAJ, 6427 DT. 14.11.2019 REGARDING MAINTENANCE CUM DEFECT www.etenders.hry.nic.in 9416290875
KARNAL LIABILITY PERIOD 5 YEARS IN LWM PROJECTS prexeeng.krl@ hry.nic.in
2. PANCHAYATI RAJ, LETTER NO. 2101 | COST OF RENOVATION OF PANCHAYAT BHAWAN, HARYANA,| www.etenders.hry.nic.in 0172-2576698
PANCHKULA DATED 15.11.2019 | MADHYA MARG, PLOT NO. 3, SECTOR 28A, CHANDIGARH IS
CHANGED FROM RS. 409.60 LACS TO RS. 332.34 LACS
I FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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SOUTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE No.SA/A/RS/ED/OT/19-20/8, DT.19/11/2019

The Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer, Rolling Stock, Southern Railway, Electric Loco
Shed, Erode acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites online E-tender for
the under mentioned works.

ltem Tender Earnest| Cost of
Name of the Work Money tender
No Value 4
Deposit| document

Works contract for Up-gradation of existing
1000 Amp. CTF & Reverser into 1500 Amg
High capacity CTF & Reverser of Electrig 3 4 3
locomotives available at Electric Loco Shed| 34,50,720| 69,000/- 3,360/-
Southern Railway, Salem Division, Erode
Completion Period : 6 Months.

Tender closing date and time : 10.30 Hrs. of 24/12/2019

For further details interested persons may kindly log on to "http://lwww.ireps.gov.in".
Railway reserves the right to issue any corrigendum to the tender till ten days
prior to the opening of the tender. Tenderers are advised to check the web site
before submitting their offer whether any such corrigendum to the tender has been
issued or not.

Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Rolling Stock, Electric Loco Shed, Erode
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THE CONVERSATION
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in conversation with C Raja Mohan of The Indian Express on November 14. Neeraj Priyadarshi

FOURTH RNG LECTURE

WONJI

CEME
—— EK PERFECT SHURLIAAT

THE FOURTH
RAMNATH GC
LECTURE

‘World will be shades of grey... have to look
for possibilities in larger global landscape’

After delivering The Fourth Ramnath Goenka Lecture in New Delhi last week, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar sat down with C Raja Mohan,
Consulting Editor of The Indian Express, to discuss India’s policies, strengths, and challenges in today’s complex, rapidly changing world

CRaja Mohan: India’s position in the
international system has changed, its
relative weight in the international
system has grown, but in the day-to-day
conduct of diplomacy, how do you break
away from old dogmas and deal with the
world asitis?

S Jaishankar: I think there are a number
of factors and you can see them at play.

The firstis to understand the world, and to
understand the world it's important to un-
derstand the key players. If you have a foreign
policy, which is inactive in terms of engage-
ments... I just came from Serbia, and [ was
honestly embarrassed to learn thatwas the
first foreign minister who had ever visited
Serbia after it broke away from Yugoslavia. I
hear this story over and over again andit’s just
not at the foreign minister’s level, it can go
higher, it can go lower. The firstis to be visible,
to be active, to engage, to be able to hear,
smell, touch the world for yourself. If you
don’t do that your instincts are not going to
be good, they are not going to be sound.

The second is an issue of confidence,
grounded obviously on realism. In the earlier
phases, we were relatively defensive. Because
the whole idea was, “Don’t get run over by
the big guy”. And if you've got something
valuable, make sure he doesn’t take it away
from you. I think we have moved beyond that
era, we are able to step out, look at opportu-
nities, look at the big negotiations, say “This is
inmy interest, I get that outcome”. Frankly at
the end of the day it is a mindset issue.

There’s a general sense that the foreign
policy apparatus tends to be slow,
hesitant; it’s not easy to pull this vehicle.

Thereality is track one in India has, at least
in the recent past, always been ahead of track
two. If you look at the big opportunities of
change, whatever has come our way, it is ac-
tually the officialdom, which hasidentified it,
grasped it, exploited it,and often got criticism
from the press for doing all that. As someone
who has spent 40 years in bureaucracy and is
seeing today the Ministry, | am very, very con-
fident about how the human resources and
the mindset of diplomats is shaping up. When
presented with any situation, for example, in
New York when there was the Security
Council consultation on [Article] 370, you had
our ambassadors speaking up and contesting
what was said very confidently...

You have this ability to take very decisive
steps and risktaking that you talked
about. But how would you address the
criticism that too much risktaking has
put you in a more difficult situation vis-
a-vis 370 or how you are dealing with the
Pakistan question today?

In alot of regions today, because the over-
arching big-power discipline has been diluted,
you have many more regional contradictions.
Lookat the Gulf, for example. If you are not pre-
pared to take risks, you'llend up actually doing
nothing — whichis not going towin you friends
or improve your influence. Look at the Indian
character —Iwould rarely fault Indians for tak-
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ing risks, I would mostly fault them for timid-
ity. A [Virender] Sehwag is an exception, he’s
not the rule.In today’s world, whenyouare the
fifth or sixth-largest economy and you have
32-34 million Indians and people of Indian ori-
gin outside, you have to defend your interests
in a variety of ways. You can’t sit at home and
say, “somebody else will do that”, because that
somebody is less and less visible today. So, I
think the state of the world itself is going to pull
you out of the crease in many ways.

As regards the example you mentioned,
Article 370,1would caution you on two points.
One, please differentiate between the reac-
tion of governments and the chatter of media,
social media, or print media. The second s, to
some extent, our debate within the country
often gets linked with other people’s debates
outside, and what you often see are not pol-
icy assessments but frankly, polemics. [ would
take polemics with more than a grain of salt.

The international narrative about India
seems to be changing. Are we losing
some of India’s brand [value] both on
the economic front as a rising economy
and how Indian democracy is perceived?
[ would try to be objective about that. I
think just because you've had two quarters of
slower growth..., Imean we’ve been through
slower growth periods before. I was in the
East Asia Summit, and essentially what I was
hearing from people, institutions which had
studied our growth was, they seemed to be
fairly confident that you are going to see are-
covery and improvement fairly soon. We
shouldn’t be that faint-hearted that two
quarters of slow down, you suddenly start
thinking that the world is coming to an end.
Regarding the other issues you men-
tioned, 370 or NRC, look, again, I think a lot of
it is ideological debate within this country. I
mean there is a liberal fundamentalism at
work. If you look at some of the media cov-
erage, you can see that... | have seen really
topline publications suggesting that the NRC
issue started with this government, which ac-
tually shows you how strongly prejudice can
override diligence. So when people omit facts
of history, even with 370, the point I keep
making... 370 was temporary, but how many
people say that? They don’t say that not be-
cause they don’t know that, they don’t say
that because it doesn’t suit them to say that...

You are confident that some of the
opposition you are hearing from liberal
voices internationally, is something you
can overcome?

You and I went through the nuclear test,
did you get overwhelming approval from the
rest of the world? Look, if you do things that
change the status quo... You've had 70 years
of problem in Kashmir; now you've started a
major policy of change which promises a
very different future. While we are looking
atit from the point of view of what it means
to Kashmir development, integration, etc.,
from a very cold power politics, a lot of peo-
ple are looking at the possibility that a vul-
nerability, which has been exploited by the
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world for 70 years may no longer be avail-
able for exploitation. Obviously, they are go-
ing to keep it alive till the extent they can.

At the operational level, for example
with China, is it cooperation, is it
competition, how do you deal with the
imbalance that has emerged? Because
compared to the 90s when we were
roughly equal, today Chinese GDP is
almost five times ours.

[ think a lot of our relationships are going
to see both competition and cooperation be-
cause that is today the nature of the world.
We are going to have competition from pow-
ers with whom we have very good relations
and we are going to find common ground
with powers with whom we may have dif-
ferences, so the world is going to be shades of
grey. You are not going to get clean, neat lines
and solutions. I think the issue with China is
particularly complex because, as you say,
there’s been a shift in the power balance...
that’s why I said we need a performance re-
view of ourselves. But the fact is that in in-
ternational relations, people are not going to
do you the favour of coming to your size or
capability — you’ll have to deal with coun-
tries smaller than you, you’ll have to deal
with people much bigger than you. A lot of
thatis going to call for diplomatic skills. I have
to see where international relations, the
larger landscape, gives me possibilities.

In the meetings that we've had at Chennai
and Wuhan, actually we are now engaging
Chinaon the state of the world. And you know,
the last time we did that was in the 1950s.

Normal trading countries
have trade frictions with
everybody... that’s the nature
of trade. I think in this
country there’s almost a sort
of desire to exaggerate a
problem beyond belief. Yes,
we have trade issues with the
US, but that has not
prevented the rest of our
relationship from moving...

Who doesn’t want a good
neighbour? But, at the end of
the day, the reality is that
this neighbour (Pakistan)
has built an industry of
terror to pressurise you.
There is no point living in
denial because if you live in
denial he will only increase it.
He thinks that has then got
normalised...

The transformation of the relationship
with the US has been one of the
significant achievements, but are we
beginning to run into problems with the
US as well, given what we’ve seen in the
last two years with the Trump
administration on trade issues, in
Afghanistan?

[ think if we were to run into more chal-
lenges vis-a-vis the US, we wouldn't be alone.
[ think most of the world would be in a sim-
ilar situation, but frankly, in our case, that is
vastly overstated. I think in a whole range of
areas, we have today much stronger conver-
gence and cooperation. And we have put hes-
itations of history behind us. But people don’t
understand that the Trump administration
has also done so. What I have seen with
Trump in the last two or three years, you
know, was not at all the traditional American
system at work. You actually got big, bold,
decisive steps in a range of areas.

Normal trading countries have trade fric-
tions with everybody, the Americans have it
with the Japanese, the Europeans have it with
the Americans, the Americans have it with
the Koreans; that’s the nature of trade. I think
in this country there’s almost a sort of desire
to see a problem and exaggerate it beyond
belief, as a way of saying well, you know,
things are going badly. My sense is yes, we
have trade issues, but that has not prevented
the rest of our relationship from moving.

On Afghanistan, we have to understand
that the US has been fighting there for 18
years, and thatis along time. For us to expect
a continuation of the American posture, |

think that would be unrealistic of our read-
ing of the US or, frankly, of any other power.

During your US visit, you said India
needs a new compact with the West.
What did you mean?

In many ways we have very strong con-
vergences with the West, we are market
economies, we are political democracies, we
are pluralistic societies, a lot of our institu-
tions are shaped by our interaction with the
West in the past. Now, a lot of our problems
also arose from the West, especially our se-
curity problems. Having said that, in the last
15-20years, certainly after the nuclear tests,
there have been diplomatic initiatives, which
have aimed at creating a new, more positive
basis for the relationship. But the West has
to accept that today life is not what it was
even 20 years ago. That with every decade,
the equations, the power balance between
India and individual and collective Western
countries will change. Frankly, we need each
other for sure, but we have to find a way of
making it work for both of us.

Also during your US visit, you said India
is a southwestern power.

You often get asked whether you are a
Western power or an Eastern power because
they think of their bipolarity as the only crite-
riain the world to differentiate between coun-
tries. The fact is, there may be an east-west cri-
teria, but there is a north-south criteria as well.
When you look today at the big international
negotiations, you realise whether it is trade,
whether it is climate change, whether some-
times itis just sheer politics, alot of countries
inthe south actually look to India. They look to
India because we were the first of the de-
colonised nations, we were politically active,
there is a whole continuous history over 70-
odd years. I think today that’s a very powerful
constituency we have, and it’simportant that
we nurture that constituency... If Iwere to, for
example, have a stronger relationship with
Africa, I would like to cultivate the southern
constituency. I would like to be responsive to
their needs. If you look today at our Africa ini-
tiative, in the last four years, we have trained
40,000 people, we have a soft loan commit-
ment of $10 billion, of which we have met
about 70 per cent. We have a grant commit-
ment of maybe $700 million...

On Pakistan, yes, you are trying to
confront the problem of terrorism, but
we have to live with Pakistan, whatever
you say. Is there something beyond the
question of terrorism?

The fact is, every government has grap-
pled with the Pakistan problem since the be-
ginning. Everyone has tried to find a way for-
ward. Even today, the conundrum is not
fundamentally different. And the factis, this
government, this Prime Minister, has done
probably much bolder things even in trying
to find a way forward. His visit to Lahore for
example, was extraordinarily risky, both po-
litically and physically. Who doesn’t want a
good neighbour? But, at the end of the day,

the reality is that this neighbour has built an
industry of terror to pressurise you. There is
no point living in denial because if you live
in denial he will only increase it. He thinks
that has then got normalised.

There’s been a strong criticism, that at
least in the last two years, India has been
friendless in the neighbourhood...

I don’t think that's true. Look back at the
last few years. We’ve just had an election this
year in Bangladesh, we were not an issue. In
the election in Sri Lanka, we were not an is-
sue. There was an election last year in
Maldives... You have a maybe very compli-
cated power arrangement in Myanmar, but
all the parties in a sense are okay with us. So
[ think this idea that somewhere we are fail-
ing in the neighbourhood is not true.

The investments we are making has
changed, or is changing, the economy of the
neighbourhood. We’ve just inaugurated a
pipeline in Nepal, we are working on some
important railway projects in Nepal, which
would be coming onstream very, very
quickly. With Sri Lanka, we’ve been proba-
bly the largest development assistance part-
ner and we've done both infrastructure
restoration and post-conflict rehabilitation.

In the neighbourhood or more broadly
the Indian Ocean region, is there need
for some structural change in the way
we deliver on project implementation?
What you do abroad cannot be that dif-
ferent from what you do in the country.
Second, this was a new area for us, so we've
had lessons learnt on it. But today, I can tell
you that actually our delivery on projects is
phenomenal. Next time we go to Mauritius,
ask them how quickly we built their metro.
Or, you look today at Afghanistan. Under the
most challenging conditions, conditions in
which European countries were not willing
to work, we built the first dam anybody built
in 70 years in that country. We brought
power to Kabul, we built the parliament
building, we built the Zaranj-Delaram road.
In Nepal, in the Amlekhgunj pipeline, we
were actually ahead of schedule. I grant that
there is scope for improvement, but work-
ing abroad and working as per rules, we can’t
do things which some competitors can do.

Many countries are looking to India to
do more on security. Are we ready to
respond or are we still risk averse?

Iwould be careful in this domain. I speak
with the experience of someone who has
spent two years with the IPKF, so — and this
is me personally, [ am not speaking govern-
ment policy — I learned the hard way the
dangers of having boots on the ground
abroad, and my personal inclination is to be
conservative. Having said that, you know that
the Navy has been deployed in the Gulf since
there were problems of tankers being at-
tacked. Soit’s not that we haven’'t responded
where we’ve had to.

(Edited excerpts, transcribed by Mehr Gill)
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

NO MORE NRC

Home Minister Shah’s ambition of renewing it in Assam,
extending it to country, is flawed and divisive

INVOLVES US ALL

HE UPDATED NATIONAL Register of Citizens, a four-year-long exercise mon-

itored by the Supreme Court, costing Rs 1,600 crore, appears to have beenrel-

egated for all practical purposes. Union Home Minister Amit Shah told

Parliament on Wednesday that the exercise will be undertaken across the
country soon, including — afresh — in Assam. The updated Assam NRC, published on
August 31, left 19 lakh people stateless and exposed to the prospect of being lodged in
detention camps after exhausting appeals against their exclusion from the Register. The
exercise turned the Northeast restive. With reports suggesting that a large part of those
excluded are Hindus, the BJP rejected the Register, even after the Supreme Court endorsed
it. By all accounts, the NRCin Assam has been a failure: It did not satisfy any section of the
society, reopened faultlines of religion, language and ethnicity, and left millions of peo-
ple on the edge. It is appalling that the government now wants to impose this divisive
and tortuous exercise on the rest of the country.

Shah has been infatuated with the idea of the NRC for some time; he has threatened
anation-wide NRCin his election campaigns. Clearly, the BJP top brass seems ignorant of
the history of the NRC, which was proposed in 1951 in the specific context of Assam wit-
nessing a major demographic upheaval in the wake of Partition. The 1985 Assam Accord,
signed between the Rajiv Gandhi government and the major players of the Assam
Movement, gave it a new life. The Supreme Court directed the state governmentin 2013
to execute it and began monitoring it from December 2015. The point is that the NRC was
ademand made by the state’s political leadership to address concerns specific toit. It was
the product of a political imagination that privileged ethno-linguistic identity over more
inclusive ideas of citizenship and rejected the notion that societies are shaped by the
movement of people and capital. This resentful politics, centered on the fear of the
Outsider, not surprisingly, resulted in violence and gave birth to an armed insurgency.
The past few years have seen Assam emerge from this morass of violence and rebuild its
economy. But the NRC, and its byproduct, the Citizenship Amendment Bill, have threat-
ened a regression into a past that saw one section of society pitted against the other.

The NRCis a flawed idea and its limitations have been exposed in Assam. The exercise
also bared the futility of pursuing a project of establishing identity through legacy in a
country that has seen massive migrations, forced and voluntary. Shah and others must
abandon their obsession, which, with its communal overtones, can only result in stoking
new fears and anxieties.

IPUSH FOR THE BETTER

Disinvestment in five PSUs is welcome and overdue. With tax
revenues under pressure, government needs to do more

N WEDNESDAY, THE Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) ap-
proved the strategic disinvestment of five public sector enterprises, namely,
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL), Container Corporation of India Ltd,
Shipping Corporation of India, Tehri Hydro Power Development Corporation
(THDC) and the North Eastern Electric Power Corporation (NEEPCO). The proceeds from
these stake sales will help the Centre move closer to achieving its disinvestment target of
Rs 1.05 lakh crore for this year. So far this year, the government has been able to garner only
Rs 17,364 crore or 16.5 per cent of its budgeted disinvestment target as per data from the
Department of Investment and Public Asset Management. Coming at a time when the
Centre is facing huge shortfalls in both direct and indirect tax revenues, and its gross tax
revenues have grown by a mere 1.5 per cent in the first half (April to September) of the
current financial year, the determined push to meet its disinvestment target is welcome.

Of the five companies, the stake sale in BPCL s likely to be the biggest draw. The sale
will be of interest not only to domestic firms, but also to major international players as well.
According to some estimates, the government could fetch around Rs 63,000 crore from
its stake sale in the company, more than half of its total disinvestment target for the year.
Add to that proceeds from the stake sale in the Container Corporation and the Shipping
Corporation, and the Centre may well end up earning more than Rs 70,000 crore through
these three firms alone. But, with only four months to go, it is not clear whether these
stake sales can be wrapped up by the end of the financial year. It should also not be an-
other case of public sector firms stepping in to buy these entities in order to bail out the
government. As it is, the sale of THDCIL and NEEPCO, the other two entities, to NTPC, is
essentially a transfer of assets between various arms of the public sector.

The government would benefit from drawing up a more ambitious, better laid out,
medium-term plan for disinvestment, rather than approaching it as merely an arrange-
ment for plugging its revenue gaps. It should draw up a list of potential candidates and
release an advance calender, indicating the period of disinvestment. This would help
draw in more buyers. Further, the proceeds from disinvestment should be used only for
the creation of new assets, not to meet its revenue expenditure.

CON AIR

When image matters more than substance, why blame a con
man for wanting perks of a pilot without putting in the work?

AJAN MAHBUBANI DECIDED to dress for the job he wanted. For over a year,

the 48-year-old consultant from Kolkata passed through airport security,

dressed in a pilot’s uniform he had stitched in his hometown, and availed all

the perks his sartorial deception offered: He was upgraded frequently to
business/first class, “talked shop” with pilots to gain access to the cockpit and generally
received preferential treatment. And, Mahbubani told the police after he was finally
caught and arrested, the uniform helped him impress women on Facebook, TikTok and
in person. In addition to a pilot, Mahbubani has also pretended to be an army colonel,
uniform and all.

But, the justified criminal charge of cheating against him notwithstanding, let’s be
honest about what lies beneath the pilfering pilot’s high-altitude con. The problem was
best articulated by Renee Zellweger’s character in Jerry Maguire: “First-class used to be a
better meal, now it’s a better life.” Mahbubani presented an image of himself that was as-
pirational, and falsified a biography. But at the root of his crime is the desire to be “spe-
cial”, a successful person in uniform, a VIP — not just another middle-aged face standing
in queue at the boarding gate.

Itis not yet known if Mahbubani was inspired by Steven Spielberg’s Catch Me if You Can.
In the film, Leonardo DiCaprio’s character impersonates a pilot, like Mahbubani, to make
money and travel the world. The character struck a sympathetic chord because most or-
dinary people wish to cheat the system, to be the ones others look up to and to sitin the
better lounge at the airport. Mahbubani didn’t want to fly a plane or serve in the Indian
armed forces, he just wanted the perks. In times such as these, he may have been the one
who was caught, but he is not a lonely figure, he has company.

.
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Not so fast

Many orders passed by courts have directly or indirectly

shrunk citizens’ right to information
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WORDLY WISE
NATIVE CITIZENS OF A NATION-STATE FREQUENTLY
LOOKED DOWN UPON THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED
THEIR RIGHTS BY LAW.— HANNAH ARENDT

SATYANANDA MISHRA

ONNOVEMBER 13, a five-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court passed its order
in the Subhash Agarwal matter, bringing a
closure to cases pending resolution for nearly
10years. Has Subhash Agarwal got the infor-
mation he had sought from the Supreme
Court? Not yet. Will he get it soon? Not very
likely, certainly not the entire information he
wanted. The five-judge Supreme Court bench
recently disposed of the civil appeals its own
registry had filed before it. In the process, the
bench, in a dissertation length order, has
delved deep into the concepts of fiduciary re-
lationship, public interest, privacy, confiden-
tiality and independence of judiciary and, in
conclusion, cast an onerous duty on its
Central Public Information Officer to decide
on disclosure of the information taking into
account the observations of the court.

Everyone knows that a lot of information
held by public authorities about the appoint-
ment, performance, conduct, complaintsand
inquiries against public servants, is personal
in nature and the CPIO has to refer to the prin-
ciples laid down in this order to decide if the
information should be disclosed or not. In
case the information relates to courts or
judges, his problem is further compounded
for he has also to consider the impact of dis-
closure on the independence of the judiciary.
This calls for great judicial acumen, rarely to
be expected from the level of officers who be-
come CPIOs. Most CPIOs would choose to
steer clear and refuse disclosure by invoking
Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act and leave the in-
formation seekers to appeal against their or-
ders. In fact, even before this order, informa-
tion officers have been routinely denying such
information on this precise ground.

For decades now, candidates seeking elec-
tion to legislatures declare their personal de-
tails, including their criminal past, if any,
through affidavits as per the ruling of the
Supreme Court. This invasion into the privacy
of candidates has been justified on the ground
that voters have aright to know who they are
electing since these people would make laws
and some of them will hold executive offices.
Similar information, however, cannot be
sought or obtained about the members of the
executive or judiciary under the RTI without
first proving that such information would be
in the larger public interest or has a relation

The relationship of the RTI
with the judiciary has been
fraught from the beginning.
Since the RTT Act conferred
powers on the chief justice of
the Supreme Court of India
and the chief justices of high
courts of states for carrying
out its provisions, all these
courts framed their own
rules. While the Supreme
Court adopted the RTI-
friendly rules of the central
government for itself, several
high courts framed
extremely unfriendly rules,
making it almost impossible
to get any information. For
example, the Allahabad High
Court had wanted the citizen
to deposit Rs 500 for each
piece of information sought
as against the Rs 10 fixed by
the Supreme Court for
secking any number of them.

with public interest or activity, or would not
impinge on the independence of the judges.

The RTI has entered the 15th year of its ex-
istence. It met its first major challenge when
the central government refused to disclose
the file noting. The CIC held that file noting
was also information and must be disclosed
and the government at the highest level re-
lented. The second challenge came when
Subhash Agarwal sought information from
the Supreme Court regarding collegium pro-
ceedings, personal assets of judges and al-
leged executive pressure on a high court
judge. This information was denied on the
ground that it was held by the CJI who was
not a public authority and hence outside the
RTI. Agarwal approached the CICwhich ruled
in his favour. The Supreme Court Registry
challenged the CIC's order in Delhi High Court
which, too, ordered in Agarwal’s favour. The
registry appealed in the Supreme Court
which after 10 long years has finally decided
that the (]l is a public authority and comes
under the RTT Act.

The third major challenge came when the
CIC order bringing political parties under the
RTIwas summarily disobeyed and it could do
nothing. I understand that some citizens had
approached the Supreme Court but the court
isyet to pass any order. The publicauthorities
have progressively realised the helplessness
of the information commissions in enforcing
their own orders as the RTI Act has not con-
ferred contempt powers on the commissions.
They have also realised that one sure way of
blocking the orders of the information com-
missions is to go to the high courts or the
Supreme Court and get a stay; the natural de-
lay in those courts would kill the information.

The relationship of the RTI with the judi-
ciary has been fraught from the beginning.
Since the RTI Act conferred powers on the
chief justice of the Supreme Court of India
and the chief justices of high courts of states
for carrying out its provisions, all these courts
framed their own rules. While the Supreme
Court adopted the RTI-friendly rules of the
central government for itself, several high
courts framed extremely unfriendly rules,
making it almost impossible to get any infor-
mation. For example, the Allahabad High
Court had wanted the citizen to deposit Rs
500 for each piece of information sought as

against the Rs 10 fixed by the Supreme Court
for seeking any number of them. There were
many restrictions, some which were not even
contemplated in the RTI Act. Over the years,
the courts have softened those rules but even
now they continue to be restrictive, prevent-
ing easy disclosure of information.

The RTI Act makes the information com-
missions the final appellate authorities in
their respective jurisdictions. But that does
not stop public authorities, government enti-
ties, from going to the high courts and the
Supreme Court in writs. Some orders passed
by the central information commission did
reach the Supreme Court eventually. In most
such cases, the interpretation of the exemp-
tion provisions by the court reinforced not
the right of the citizens to get information
from the government but the resolve of the
public authorities not to disclose uncomfort-
able information. In the Girish Deshpande
case, the Supreme Court ruled that the rela-
tionship between the government and its
employees was a personal one and hence no
information about a government employee
could be disclosed unless the information
seeker could prove thatit was in publicinter-
est. Under this interpretation of Section 8(1)(j)
of the RTI Act, even information about disci-
plinary proceedings against a government
employee, irrespective of how serious the al-
legations against him might be, could not be
disclosed by the information officer without
putting it to the public interest test. This order
has become very popular among informa-
tion officers and many RTI applications are
being rejected by citing it.

For citizens seeking information, there are
many such orders passed by the high courts
and the Supreme Court which have directly or
indirectly shrunk their right and strength-
ened the hands of the government. The pres-
ent order is likely to be used by information
officers to block disclosure of all such infor-
mation of a personal nature. One wished that
the court had spelt out more clearly those
items of personal information, of the execu-
tive or the judiciary, which the CPIOs could
disclose without adjudication of its benefits
for the general public.

The writer is a former chief
information commissioner

BONDS BEYOND POLITICS

India-Sri Lanka ties are too strong to be unsettled by Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s election

ALOK BANSAL

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS in Sri Lanka
have ushered in a new administration led by
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The election of a new
president — a former lieutenant colonel and
the younger brother of former Sri Lankan
president Mahinda Rajapaksa — has created
lots of ripples in the country’s polity,and lead
to some apprehensions in India. The
Rajapaksa family is perceived as being close
to China and, of late, has been seen as har-
bouring misgivings about India.

An analysis of the voting pattern shows
that like the 2015 elections, Tamils and
Muslims voted against Gotabaya. All elec-
toral districts in the country’s north and east
as well as Nuwara Eliya in Central Province,
where most of the plantation Tamils live,
voted for Sajith Premadasa, Gotabaya’s rival.
In 2015, the educated Sinhala youth in
Western Province, which includes Colombo
and alarge Catholic population, voted against
anautocratic Mahinda. However, the bomb-
ings on Easter this year changed their voting
behaviour — most of them voted for
Gotabaya, who played a big role in defeating
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The ethnic and religious minorities are
alarmed by the return of the Rajapaksas at
the helm of affairs. Gotabaya has aggravated
their sense of insecurity by deciding to have
his swearing in ceremony in Anuradhapura,
the ancient capital of Sri Lanka, in front of a
Buddhist stupa that was built by a Sinhalese

The Rajapaksas have had
good relations with India
and have visited the country
many times, including for
pilgrimage. Gotabaya also
knows India’s immense
contribution to Sri Lanka
during the civil war, and
realises that neither China
nor Pakistan canbe a
substitute for India. India is
Sri Lanka’s largest trading
partner and also one of the
largest investors in the
country. The largest number
of tourists visiting Sri Lanka
are from India.

king after defeating a Tamil monarch. At the
ceremony, Gotabaya ascribed his success to
the blessings of Buddhist monks and said that
the Sinhala majority vote was behind his vic-
tory. He did ask the Tamils and Muslims to
join himin rebuilding Sri Lanka. But winning
their hearts and minds will require much
more. Devolution of powers to the provincial
councils as promised in the 13thamendment
has not yet taken place. India has lot of stake
in racial harmony in Sri Lanka and has con-
tributed immensely in the past — both in
terms of resources and human lives — to en-
sure Sri Lanka’s integrity and racial harmony.

However, the perception that Gotabaya
will be against India because he was trained
in Pakistanis deeply flawed. Beijing was quick
torecognise Mahinda as PM when he was ap-
pointed to the post after a constitutional coup
by President Maithripala Sirisena in October
2018, while India insisted that constitutional
norms be followed in Sri Lanka. In the later
years of Mahinda’s presidency, Chinainvested
heavily in Sri Lanka, which included major
projects like the opening of the Hambantota
port and the expansion of the Colombo port.
Many Chinese projects were cancelled or were
under review under the last government; so,
a perception has gained ground that the
Rajapaksa family is pro-China. However, this
view is wrong. As president, Mahinda had said
that China is a good friend but India is a rela-
tive. In the South Asian context, friends may

come and go, but relatives are for keeps.

The Rajapaksas have had good relations
with India and have visited the country many
times, including for pilgrimage. Gotabaya
also knows of India’s immense contribution
to Sri Lanka during the civil war, and realises
that neither China nor Pakistan can be a sub-
stitute for India. India is Sri Lanka’s largest
trading partner and also one of the largest
investors in the country. The largest number
of tourists visiting Sri Lanka are from India.
Sri Lankans, of all economic strata, across
racial and religious divides, come to India for
healthcare, education and pilgrimage. So, it
is unlikely that any sensible leader would like
to snap such relations.

During the last few years, various consti-
tutional amendments have weakened the
Sri Lankan president’s powers considerably
and it would be interesting to watch the re-
lation between the president and the parlia-
ment, which cannot be dissolved before
February 2020 — unless it votes itself to do
so. Despite having a majority in parliament,
Ranil Wickremesinghe has resigned as the
prime minister and Gotabaya has appointed
his brother as the PM. India will do well to
wait and watch while diplomatically engag-
ing with the new president.

The writer is director, India Foundation and
adjunct professor at New Delhi Institute of
Management. Views expressed are personal
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KAABA UNDER SIEGE

SAUDITROOPS WERE in a position to make
an all-out assault against religious fanatics
holding out in Mecca’s Grand Mosque but
held back for fear of harming hostages and
damaging the sacred edifice, the interior
ministry of the country said. The statement,
attributed to the interior minister, Prince
Naif, said that security forces were in
complete control of the situation in the
mosque. The ministry statement, broadcast
by Riyadh Radio, made no mention of re-
ports from Tunis quoting Saudi sources
there as saying troops had assaulted the
gunmen and recaptured most of Islam’s

holiest shrine.
2l BN

BAHUGUNA DEFECTS

AS EXPECTED, H N BAHUGUNA has joined
Indira Gandhi whom he had described ina
letter to Charan Singh as “the most discred-
ited person in the country.” Apparently, he
had his compulsions. The day he left the
Charan Singh Cabinet, he said he could not
g0 back to Mrs Gandhi because “nothing has
changed in that party and the same people
who brought about the Emergency and in-
dulged in excesses rule there”. It is well-
known that he tried all avenues to extricate
himself from the situation he had created.
He met Jagjivan Ram at his residence for
nearly two hours on the night of Id. He tele-
phoned Chandra Shekhar a fortnight ago.

IRAN HOSTAGE CRISIS
THE UNITED STATES reserved the right to
use force if Iran tries the 49 Americans in
the US embassy in Teheran for espionage as
Ayatollah Khomeini has threatened to do.
Soon after Khomeini’s statement on televi-
sion in Teheran that the Americans would
be tried for espionage if Shah Pehalvi was
not returned, the White House issued a
statement saying that such a trial would be
aflagrant violation of international law. The
US, the statement added, was seeking a
peaceful solution through the UN and
other channels. This was far preferable to
the “other remedies available”, the state-
ment added.
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In our own words

Mother tongue is a tool of expression, the carrier of culture. It must be the medium of
instruction, atleast at the primary level, to preserve India’s cultural diversity and heritage

WE ARE PROUD of the fact that India is a
linguistic treasure-trove, a nation widely
acknowledged for its extraordinary linguis-
tic and cultural diversity. The plurality and
co-existence of multiple languages add
colour and vitality to our country and make
it unique.

However, I am deeply disturbed that we
are not doing enough to preserve our rich
native languages. Governments need to be
doubly careful while adopting policies re-
garding the medium of instruction, partic-
ularly at the primary and secondary school
level. The mother tongue lays a strong foun-
dation for the expression of creativity. Every
effort must be made to nurture creativity at
the formative stage.

Language is a tool for intellectual and
emotional expression. It is a vehicle of in-
ter-generational transmission of culture,
scientific knowledge and a worldview. It is
the vital, unseen thread that links the past
with the present. It evolves with human
evolution and is nourished by constant use.
In short, our languages permeate every facet
of our day-to-day life and form the very ba-
sis of our civilisation. In fact, they are the
lifeblood of our identity, both individual and
collective. They play a significant role in cre-
ating and strengthening bonds among peo-
ple. More than 19,500 languages and di-
alects are spoken in India as mother
tongues, according to the Language Census.
There are 121 languages which are spoken
by 10,000 or more people in the country.

Languages are never static. They evolve
and adapt to the socio-economic milieu. They
grow, shrink, transform, merge and, sadly,
die. The great Indian poet, Acharya Dandji, had
said that if the light of language does not ex-
ist, we will be groping in a dark world. It is
extremely disheartening that 196 languages
inIndia are classified as endangered. We may
have to ensure that this number doesn’t in-
crease. We have to protect and preserve our
languages and the best and only way is to
constantly use them.

I have always emphasised the importance
of protecting and conserving our linguistic
heritage. We cannot afford to lose the treasure
we have inherited, the repository of our col-
lective knowledge and wisdom which we
have amassed over the course of the long
journey of our vibrant civilisation. When a
language declines, it takes with it an entire
knowledge system and a unique perspective
of viewing the universe. The traditional liveli-
hood patterns disappear along with our spe-
cial skills, arts, crafts, cuisine and trade.

Language preservation and development
needs a multi-pronged approach. We must
start by making the mother tongue the
medium of instruction in our schools, and cer-
tainly at the primary level. Anumber of stud-
ies conducted all over the world by different
expert groups have established that teaching
the mother tongue at the initial stages of ed-
ucation gives an impetus to the growth of
mind and thought and makes children more
creative and logical.

Audrey Azoulay, director-general of UN-
ESCO, in her message on the occasion of
International Mother Language Day (February
21) 2019 said: “For UNESCO, every mother
tongue deserves to be known, recognised and
given greater prominence in all spheres of

publiclife. This is not always the case. Mother
tongues do not necessarily have national-lan-
guage status, official-language status, or sta-
tus as the language of instruction. The situa-
tion can lead to the devaluation of a mother
tongue and to its ultimate disappearance in
thelong term.” In my view, this is a timely, im-
portant reminder.

There is a misconception that only English
education offers opportunities to grow in the
modern world. It’s not true. There are only a
handful of English-speaking countries like
Australia, Britain, Canada, the US etc.
Countries like China, Germany, France, Japan,
South Korea, etc did very well without English
education. Knowing English is useful, like
knowing other international languages. This
can’t be extended to make a case for supplant-
ing the mother tongue with English, as some
are advocating. It canbe learnt easily atan ap-
propriate stage, after a strong foundation is
laid in the mother tongue.

We must take concrete steps to not only
have the mother tongue as the medium of
instruction at the primary level, but also take
all steps to make it the language of adminis-
tration, banking and judicial proceedings.
For me, this is at the heart of an effective
democracy. We have to remove the existing
linguistic barriers to realise the goal of inclu-
sive governance. Wherever there is a gov-
ernment-public interface, it should be in the
language people understand.

I am not advocating that we should not
teach our children multiple languages, which
are required to widen the horizon of their un-
derstanding of both literature and science. In
fact, thisis essential for India to enrich its vast
humanresources and become aleaderin the
knowledge economy of today and as it
evolves in the years to come.

In 1999, UNESCO adopted a resolution on
multilingual education and suggested the use
of at least three languages in education: The
mother language(s),a regional or national lan-
guage and an international language. What is
important to note, however, is the crucial role
of the mother language, which, as UNESCO
notes, “is a source of knowledge and innova-
tion” and that the “command of a mother
tongue facilitates general learning and learn-
ing of other languages”. It is heartening to note
that the new draft National Education Policy
puts forth a number of suggestions for sup-
porting education in home languages and
mother tongues, tribal as well as sign lan-
guages.

Incidentally, the United Nations has pro-
claimed 2019 as the International Year of

We must take concrete steps
to not only have the mother
tongue as the medium of
instruction at the primary
level, but also take all steps to
make it the language of
administration, banking and
judicial proceedings. For me,
this is at the heart of an
effective democracy. We have
to remove the existing
linguistic barriers to realise
the goal of inclusive
governance. Wherever there
is a government-public
interface, it should be in the
language people understand.

CR Sasikumar

Indigenous Languages to preserve, revitalise
and promote indigenous languages. We, in
India, have anumber of tribal languages, many
of which are headed towards extinction.

[ hope that more and more people will
start using their native languages at home, in
the community, in meetings and in admin-
istration. More people should write poetry,
stories, novels and dramas in Indian lan-
guages. We must accord a sense of dignity
and pride to those who speak, write and com-
municate in these languages. We must en-
courage Indian language publications, jour-
nals and children’s books. Dialects and folk
literature must be given adequate focus.
Language should become a catalyst for inclu-
sive development. Language promotion
should be an integral part of good gover-
nance. Swami Vivekananda once said that
language is the chief means and index of a
nation’s progress.

Our languages must serve as a means for
the empowerment of the masses. In the Rajya
Sabha, a provision has been made for its
members to express themselves in any of the
22 scheduled languages. The Supreme Court
has recently decided to make available its
judgments in six Indian languages, to start
with. Thisis a positive step in the direction of
removing language barriers and ensuring
equal access to justice.

The finance ministry has decided to
conduct the examinations for employment
in Regional Rural Banks in 13 regional lan-
guages, in addition to English and
Hindi.The Railways and Postal depart-
ments started conducting their exams in
the states’ official languages. Many bold de-
cisions must be made to protect and nur-
ture our languages.

India has the largest youth population in
the world, with 65 per cent of its population
being below 35 years of age. We must incen-
tivise this energetic generation to keep alive
their mother tongues and dialects. We must
teach our children to love languages and
equip them to protect and nourish the beau-
tiful legacy of languages that we have re-
ceived from our ancestors. To not do this ur-
gently and effectively will result in serious
consequences for the preservation of our
unique cultural identity. We cannot afford to
regret this as yet another missed
opportunity.

Let’s nurture the mother tongue. Let cre-
ativity bloom in full flourish. The mother
tongue is the soul of expression.

The writer is Vice President of India

When the ball turns pink

Day and night Tests could become a different game

SANDIP G

IF THE PINK ball to be used for the first time
in a Test in India could think, it would have
blushed at the attention it has been receiving
over the last fortnight. Seldom has the colour
of a cricket ball sparked so much curiosity. A
bright pink balloon will wander over the Eden
Gardens in Kolkata for the entire duration of
the Test, the iconic Shahid Minar, will be lit
upin pink, a ferry lit with blinking pink lights
will ply from Howrah Bridge to Vidyasagar
Setu in the evenings, the officials will wear
pinkblazers,and abunch of art students have
been painting pink-ball themed murals on
the walls of the stadium.

Much of this garnishing appears soul-less
— like the ornate setting in a Karan Johar
movie than the minimalistic backdrop of a
Satyajit Ray classic. In some ways, this
metaphor from cinema is apt for cricket.
Arthouse movies, like Test cricket, have niche
audiences, are commercially unviable and
are supposedly dying. The more mainstream
limited-over formats are raking in the audi-
ence, sponsors and money at a time when
popularity and success is couched in an eco-
nomic logic that reduces appreciation to
numbers. Besides, there’s also the morbid
thought about Test cricket’s impending
death. The vacant seats that greet five-day
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cricket outside the big-three countries —
India, Australia and England — only aggra-
vate the phobia. Test cricket, no doubt, is a
hard-sell and needs innovation to survive.

In this context, day-night cricket, some feel,
is the magic bullet that will drive hordes into
the stadiums. Those who have to work for a
living, and schoolchildren, will now be able to
switch on their TV sets and see their national
team live, outside weekends. They can wander
into the stadium. Prime-time space on televi-
sion is another incentive. It could blur class-
borders of the cricket-watching public — as
Test cricket has hitherto been content withan
affluent middle-class audience largely made
up of people who can take time off work or
are retired. The pink-ball, thus, could paint a
rosy picture, both literally and metaphorically.
There have been few idyllic sights in world
cricket than the wide-angle shot of Adelaide
Oval at twilight during the inaugural day-and-
night Test two years ago.

Day-and-night cricket deserves to be en-
couraged. However, there is a chance that the
game itself could be overwhelmed by another
format — pink-ball cricket. By shifting the
scheduled hours of play and the colour and
texture of ball, it seems a new game has been
discovered — a similar, yet dissimilar game.

For the change is more than cosmetic, it’s like
listening to acoustic and electric guitars —
there is nothing subtle in the differences be-
tween red-ball Test cricket and pink-ball Test
cricket. Everything from the pitch and pre-
match talks to strategies and permutations
could be starkly different. As the pink-ball
tends to scruff up prematurely, the curator
ought to leave more grass, which the seamers
relish. Frequent change of balls and a thicker
grass-covering would compromise reverse
swing and, thus, leave one of India’s strengths
in the Subcontinent out of the equation.
Limited exposure to sunshine means the pitch
will not crack up as rapidly, as it does in the
Subcontinent, neutralising another of India’s
strengths. Even in the Subcontinent, teams
would be encouraged to pack themselves
with seamers and wrist-spinners.

The thrills and challenges, too, would be
different. For instance, rather than the first
hour of a day in the conventional format, it
would be the twilight hour the batsman
would dread the most. Consequently, the
quality of a player would be judged on how
he negotiates that trickiest phase. It's during
twilight that the pink ball begins showing its
true nature when the unusual light effect of
the floodlights and twilight begin to play

tricks with a batsman’s vision. The match
might not even last till the fifth day — half of
the day-and-night Tests have ended in four
or fewer days. This takes away the visceral
joy of the ball detonating off cracks in the
pitch or nimble-footed batsmen negating
such tricks with dexterous hands and ice-
cool temperament. The new format even re-
quires adjusting the body-clock for both the
players and the audience.

The discrepancies are so blatant that in
due course, rather than popularising Test
cricket, it could morph pink ball cricket into
adifferent form of the game altogether. And
cricket clearly doesn’t have space for another
format — it could clutter and trivialise the
game, as what has happened to cue sports.
Eventually, the novelty of the format could
wears off, fatigue will set in and Test cricket
will be riddled with the same old existential
woes. For, many of the problems of the tradi-
tional format faces — both real and imagined
— can’t be changed by moving the hours or
changing the colour of the ball.

Cricket needs its arthouse audience as
much as it requires its mainstream formats.
Toblur the lines would be counterproductive.

sandip.gopal@expressindia.com
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Western public opinion is telling a monstrous lie to the world against China.
China is leading its people toward modernisation but is portrayed as a dark

country frequently violating human rights.”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

[ronies and
barricades

Between students’ protests in two

universities, JNU and

BHU, we see the brutal

distance that separates us as a nation

AIKAT MAJUMDAR

TWO NEWS ITEMS jostled against each
other on the front page of Tuesday’s
(November 19) Indian Express.

One, the JNU protests: “A visually chal-
lenged student said he was trampled on, an
ex-student received five stitches on his head,
a teacher said he was kicked and hit with
lathis despite identifying himself.”

Two, at Banaras Hindu University, the
protests over the appointment of Firoze
Khan as an assistant professor of Sanskrit.
“On Monday, a ‘hawan kund’ was set up
and around 20 SVDV students were sit-
ting on a dharna outside the Vice-
Chancellor’s residence protesting his ap-
pointment. The protests have been on
since Khan’s appointment, for the only
reason that he’s a Muslim.”

Atthis moment, the two faces of student
protest couldn’t be farther apart from each
other.Nodenying that they are vastly differ-
ent in scale and intensity, to say nothing of
the fact that any activity in JNU is always on-
camera nationwide in a way no other uni-
versity in the country is.

But the fact remains that in both in-
stances students are protesting measures
taken by the vice chancellor and the univer-
sity administration. One against fee hikes
that will drive students from weaker sec-
tions of society away from the university. The
other against the appointment of a qualified
Muslim academic to teach Sanskrit.

So much for a “singular” politics of stu-
dent movements. For those whom student
activism conjures up mist in the eyes, the
image of Berkeley in the Sixties, Paris, 1968,
or, for that matter, Calcutta in the 1970s, wel-
come to the brave new world, India, 2019.
As [ write, BHU student groups have come
out in support of Firoze Khan’s appointment,
and #StandWithFiroze is trending on
Twitter, but so is #ISupportBHUStudents,
which opposes this appointment.

Differences indicate arobust democracy.
Are we to conclude, then, thatinits stagger-
ing diversity, student politics in India is in
rude good health?

Who knows? But diversity is one thing,
and hostile polarisation another. The ironic
juxtaposition of headline news from JNU
and BHU reveals, more than anything else,
the brutal distances that severe and sepa-
rate us today as a nation. To say nothing of
the ever-widening gulf between the nation
and the university.

While teaching at Stanford, I once served
ona Search Committee for a Confucius Chair
in Classical Chinese Poetry. While the search
was on, I heard a senior Chinese scholar, orig-
inally from the mainland, say that the
Chinese government would like to see a
white person in this position over someone

who is Chinese or even of Chinese origin.
Struck by that claim, I had asked why.

“Because it looks good on China when
white people do their culture,” he had said.
“It sends the message that we're so big that
it’s not only Chinese people who teach and
research our culture. The whole world does
it.”

Especially white people.

[ still have childhood memories of an
India where the Gorky Sadans and the
American Centres fought arelentless culture
war against each other. It was a bipolar
world, and since war between nuclear-
armed nations was a Beckettian Endgame,
the whole vigour of the un-fought battle ex-
ploded in the field of culture (and outer
space).It’sa phenomenon widely and glob-
ally known, with funding from the CIA com-
ing to prestigious periodicals of art, litera-
ture and culture, including the Partisan
Review. And then the Berlin Wall fell in 1989
and everything changed.

Itisalessonatleastasold as colonialism.
If you want to rule, make sure your culture
does too. Domination in the economic or
military base would never last without dom-
ination in the cultural superstructure. Marx
would know. Soft power following hard
power. Shashi Tharoor knows it too.

A white American teaching Chinese in
California. An Indian Muslim man teaching
Sanskritin Benaras. Perhaps the scenes don’t
get along with each other well.

Unlike gravity, power likes to climb up.
It fulfills China’s mission to see its culture
spread to the world.

In the Western world, meanwhile, the
hesitation comes entirely from the other
direction.

There is reluctance on part of excellent
and well-meaning white academics to enter
into the domain of African American schol-
arship. What do you know about this peo-
ple? What can you say? Can you write black
as white, woman as man, queer as straight?

Dominant fields, in the reverse, have
willed to welcome minority exponents,
while failing to flush out ancient prejudices.
“You're black,” they've said. “What can you
say about Shakespeare? Shouldn’t you
rather talk about rap?”

In the end, progressive will has won. As
Jonathan Gil Harris has shown us here in
India, Shakespeare studiesis aricher field for
having Bollywood films init.

Firoze Khan’s appointment to the
Sanskrit Department at BHU canbe adream
moment of Indian pluralism. For the lan-
guage and culture of Sanskrit.

“All my life,” he says, “I learnt Sanskrit
and [ was never made to realise [ am a
Muslim, but now when I'm trying to teach,
suddenly it has become the only subject.”

Be taught. But don’t try to teach. Be in-
doctrinated. But to what doctrine will you
take us if you dare to teach? Who dare
trust you?

[ronically, it was also a dream opportu-
nity for the nationalist champions of
Sanskritised India. Chinese ishtyle.

Both opportunities are being cast away.

Meanwhile, ]NU burns.

Majumdar, professor of English & Creative
Writing at Ashoka University, is the author,
most recently, of The Scent of God

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TRUST DEFICIT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Bully on
campus’ (IE, November 21). There is no
love lost between the BJP government
and JNU. The former has always eyed
JNU students with suspicion. While it's
wrong on the part of the students toin-
tensify their stir against the university
administration since there has been a
partial roll back of fee hike, the admin-
istration is also guilty of not taking any
steps to defuse the situation. The viti-
ated atmosphere is affecting the uni-
versity’s prime function, academics.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

JNU WRONGED

THIS REFERS TO the article, * Why we
must listen to JNU’ ( IE, November 21).
What we are seeing today at JNU is the
use of muscle power against a soft tar-
get — students. Many of JNU’s alumni
have contributed to society from vari-
ous fields. Most of them are from hum-
ble backgrounds. So, there is good rea-
son treat JNU as a university with a
difference.

RD Singh, Ambala

TIME FOR HARMONY

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Ballis in the
majority’s court’ (IE, November 21).
After having got the Ayodhya verdictin
their favour, even though the court de-
claring Babri Mosque demolition as il-
legal, the least that Hindus can do is to

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

give up their demands on Mathuraand
Kashi mosques. And they should allow
the construction of a masjid close to the
Ram Janmabhoomi.

Anoop Kumar Srivastava, Delhi

LEADER OF FORCES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A cut
above,’ (IE, November 21). The pro-
posed Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) must
be placed above the three service chiefs.
To have a CDS as a coequal to the serv-
ice chiefs would mean the military de-
cision-making process would end up
becoming a tedious consensus-build-
ing exercise, where individual service
biases might surface.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata
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BANGLADESH, THE United States,and
the United Kingdom were the top three
countries from where foreign tourists
arrived in India in 2018, statistics pro-

vided by the Ministry of Tourism to ~ Year
Parliament show. The Ministry’s data

also exhibit a consistent increasein 2016
overall foreign tourist arrivals as well 2017
as foreign exchange earnings over the

years 2016, 2017,and 2018. 2018

Among individual states, Tamil

Overall Foreign Tourist Arrivals and
Estimated Foreign Exchange
Earnings through tourism

9,86,296
9,41,883
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3,03,590
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17,239
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. 10,29,757

FTAs FEE
(Million) ~ (US$ billion)
8.80 22.923
10.04 27.310
10.56 28.586

Nadu saw the most visits by foreign
tourists in 2018 — over 60 lakh in that
year. Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
followed, with over 50 lakh and 37
lakh visits respectively.

In 2017, arrivals from Bangladesh
increased significantly to 21,56,557
from 12,80,409 in the previous year.
In 2018, the number further went up
t022,56,675.The trend from Pakistan
showed a sharp contrast, with num-
bers falling from 1,04,720 in 2016 to
44,266 in 2017, and further dropping
t041,659in 2018.

YSRCP MP Vanga Geetha Viswa-
nath had asked for the informationin
an unstarred question in Lok Sabha
on Monday.
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HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT,

THANT MYINT-U has titled his new book
The Hidden History of Burma: Race,
Capitalism, and the Crisis of Democracy in
the 21st Century, even though he gently
suggests that the country’s past wasn’t so
much obscured as it was hiding in plain
sight. For decades, especially after a ruth-
less crackdown on pro-democracy pro-
testers in 1988, Burma had drawn inter-
nationalire for the brutal rule of its military
junta. Against the depredations
of the dictatorship stood the
charismatic Aung San SuuKyi: a
tireless civilian advocate for
democracy who spoke consis-
tently of hope, enduring years of
detention and house arrest with
a serene smile.

Her public image weighed
heavily in the international com-
munity’s imagination, which
was not very familiar with the longer his-
tory of Burma. That history proved to be
stubborn and consequential — its effects
only aggravated by how much its convolu-
tions were simplified or ignored.

“In the early 2010s”, Thant Myint-U
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)IN STATES IN 2018

State FTVs 2018 (R)
TamilNadu  60,74,345
Maharashtra* 50,78,514
Uttar Pradesh 37,80,752
Delhi * 27,40,502
Rajasthan 17,54,348
7 figures repeated for 2018, R: Revised

are for top 5 countries; 2017, 2016 are

Source: Parliament Question

A BURMA STORY

writes, “Burma was the toast of the
world.” The generals seemed to be ced-
ing power, the country seemed to be end-
ing its long isolation, tourism seemed to

the rise; a number of rebel groups

signed ceasefires, and in 2015 the

nal League for Democracy, led by
San Suu Kyi, won enough seats in

the country’s first free elections in a gen-
eration to form a government.

By 2018, that hopefulness
had all but vanished. The year
before, the Burmese military
had unleashed a scorched-
earth campaign against the
Rohingya Muslim minority,
with more than 700,000
refugees fleeing across the bor-
der to Bangladesh. As Burma’s
de facto leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi flatly denied reports of

army-perpetrated atrocities.

What Thant Myint-U argues is that
the conditions for the current situation
were already in place — it was less a case
of a flipped switch than a lit fuse.
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EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS

Countries that dominated tourist
arrivals in India in last 3 years

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

THE UNION Cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved The Industrial Relations Code Bill,
2019, which proposes to amalgamate The
Trade Unions Act, 1926, The Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946,
and The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

Last year, the government had floated a
draft Note for the Cabinet along with The
Labour Code on Industrial Relations Bill, forin-
ter-ministerial consultations. This is the third
Code in the government’s proposed codifica-
tion of central labour laws into four Codes.

Parliament has already approved The
Code on Wages, 2019. The Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code
was introduced in Lok Sabha in July, and is
now with the Standing Committee on
Labour, which has invited public comments
onit. The draft of the Social Security Code has
been circulated for public comments.

Importance of the Bill

Apart from offering some degree of flex-
ibility on government permissions for re-
trenchment, the most important aspect of
the Billis that it presents the legal framework
for ushering in the concept of ‘fixed-term
employment’ through contract workers on
a pan-India basis.

Currently, companies hire contract work-
ers through contractors. With the introduc-
tion of fixed-term employment, they will be
able to hire workers directly under a fixed-
term contract, with the flexibility to tweak
the length of the contract based on the sea-
sonality of industry. These workers will be
treated on a par with regular workers dur-
ing the tenure of the contract.

The move toincludeitina central law will
help in wider reach, and states are expected
to follow similar applicability. The govern-
ment had tried a move last year to apply
fixed-term employment across “central
sphere establishments” (which are establish-
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8ANSWER

[.abour Code Bill decoded

What are the changes in The Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2019, approved by the Union Cabinet this
week? Why has industry welcomed it, and what are the issues that its critics have flagged?

The Bill represents the legal framework for ushering in the concept of ‘fixed-term
employment’ through contract workers on a pan-India basis. Express Archive

ments under the authority of the central gov-
ernment, Railways, mines, oilfields, major
ports, or any other central public sector un-
dertaking) in all sectors, but it failed to elicit
the desired results as states did not notify
similar provisions for it. The Bill now ensures
a pan-India impact of this move.

Changes in the Bill

The threshold required for government
permission for retrenchment has been kept
unchanged at 100 employees, as against the
proposal for 300 employees in an earlier draft
of the Bill, which was opposed by trade unions.

Instead, the government has now provided
flexibility for changing the threshold through
notification. The rigidity of labour laws about
laying off labour has often been cited by indus-
try as the main reason limiting scalability and
employment generation. At present, any com-
pany having 100 workers or more has to seek
government approval for retrenchment.

The provision of fixed-term employment,
which helps in the flow of social security
benefits to all workers along with making it
easier for companies to hire and fire, in The

THIS WORD MEANS: QUID PRO QUO

Industrial Relations Code Bill.

Last year, the government had included
the category of ‘Fixed Term Employment
Workman'’ for all sectors in the Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. This
was only applicable to ‘central sphere’ estab-
lishments, and the states did not follow suit.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
Wednesday that workers under a fixed-term
contract would be taken up depending upon
the seasonality of the industry, but would be
treated on a par with regular workers.

Opposition to the Bill

While industry has welcomed the
changes, others have said that the unclear
provision regarding retrenchment would
lead to uncertainty, and discretionary behav-
iour during implementation by the central
or state government.

KR Shyam Sundar, labour economist and
professor of Human Resources Management
at XLRI, said this change tries to please both
parties — the employers and the trade unions.

“The moment you provide flexibility for
the applicability, then it leaves the matter to

the discretion to the appropriate government
(states or Centre). Then the clause can be
misused. Any discretion in law leads to un-
certainty, lack of clarity, discriminatory im-
plementation, and provides scope for unnec-
essary usage. The government should be
clear whether to increase the threshold or
retain the threshold and face the conse-
quences. This is a kind of appeasement to
both sides, which will not actually provide
relief to either of them,” Prof Sundar said.
Also, fixed term employment needs to be
introduced with adequate safeguards, oth-
erwise it runs the risk of encouraging con-
version of permanent employment into
fixed-term employment, he said.

Welcoming the Bill

Industry has welcomed the Bill since it has
met their demand of providing flexibility in
retrenchment. M S Unnikrishnan, Chairman,
CIlI National Committee on Industrial
Relations, and MD & CEO, Thermax Ltd, said
that for more employment in the organised
sector, industry would demand flexibility.

“The original laws were made at a time
when one would join and retire from the
same company. Earlier, there were so many
interpretations, and simplifying so many
laws into four Codes is a good thing. There is
no intention of industry to exploit labour, but
one cannot run the company to create em-
ployment — it has to be commercially viable.

“Today we are competing with global
players so there should be a level playing
field. We want to protect employment as
much as possible, when there is commercial
viability. There is no unending amount of
money available with anyone of us to con-
tinue to employ labour when business is not
viable,” Unnikrishnan said.

Fixed-term employment will help in
keeping salaries and facilities to workers such
as PF, gratuity, and medical benefits, the same
as those for permanent labour, he said,
adding that inclusion in the central law will
help in applicability of fixed-term employ-
ment uniformly across the country.

The Latin phrase driving the Trump inquiry

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

AS THE dramatic proceedings to impeach
President Donald Trump unfold in the United
States Congress, one expression that has
been heard over and over again is “quid pro
quo” — something that the President and his
supporters have insisted cannot be estab-
lished in his dealings with Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelensky, thus absolv-
ing him of blame.

Sowhatis quid pro quo, the Latin expres-
sion that describes the issue at the heart of
the Trump impeachment inquiry?

The Latin expression

Quid pro quo, according to the Merriam-
Webster dictionary, means “something given
or received for something else”.

Inthe 1500s in England, it was often used
in the sense of apothecaries substituting one
medicine for the other, by accident or design.
It has also been part of trade lexicon as a term
for the barter system.

Quid pro quo, like many Latin phrases,
made its way into legal terminology, where
itis now used to imply a mutually beneficial
deal between two parties. In political con-
texts, like the one involving Trump currently,
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In US Congress, transcript of the call
between Trump and Zelensky. AP
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it is often seen as an essential requirement
to suggest or establish corruption, wrongdo-
ing, or impropriety.

The expressionis frequently used in India
as well. Most recently, Rahul Gandhi, then
the president of the Congress, repeatedly al-
leged ahead of the Lok Sabha elections that
rules were bent to get the offset contract of
the Rafale jet deal for Anil Ambani — the BJP’s
defence then was that the government had
no say in the choice of offset partner, and no
quid pro quo could thus be made out.

Impeachment inquiry
The impeachment inquiry against
Donald Trump has been initiated on the al-

legation that he made a White House visit
for President Zelensky, and/or nearly $400
million in US military aid to the country, con-
ditional upon Kyiv opening a corruption in-
quiry against former Vice President Joe Biden
and his son Hunter, who at one time was on
the board of directors of Burisma Holdings, a
Ukrainian natural gas company.

Under the scanner specifically is a tele-
phone conversation between Trump and
Zelensky on July 25, during which Trump
asked the then newly elected Ukrainian
President “for a favour”. The inquiry is fo-
cussed on establishing the propriety or oth-
erwise of Trump’s request, and how the
President stood to gain from it.

Biden is one of the likely Democratic can-
didates against Trump in the presidential
elections of 2020. Trump is alleged to have
tried to enlist a foreign country, Ukraine, on
his side in a personal political battle with
Biden in order to discredit him.

President’s defence

On Wednesday, after the US ambassador
to the European Union Gordon Sondland tes-
tified, Trump posted on Twitter:
“...Ambassador Sondland asks U.S. President
(me): “What do you want from Ukraine?
keep hearing all these different ideas & the-
ories. What do you want? It was a very

abrupt conversation. He was not in a good
mood. He (the President) just said, “ WANT
NOTHING!  WANT NOTHING!  WANT NO
QUID PROQUO! TELLPRESIDENT ZELENSKY
TO DO THE RIGHT THING!” Later,
Ambassador Sondland said that I told him,
“Good, go tell the truth!”...”

The President’s camp has resolutely stuck
to this one phrase in its defence, that there
was no quid pro quo — and that he did not
want anything in return for Ukraine “doing
theright thing”,i.e. order a corruption inves-
tigation. While taking the help of foreign
powers inanelectionisillegal in the US, ask-
ing another country to launch a corruption
probe is not wrong per se — unless it can be
established that Trump stood to gain fromit.

On Wednesday, the President spoke to
reporters outside the White House holding
handwritten notes in large block letters that
read “I want no quid pro quo”. According to
Trump — whose version Sondland appeared
to confirm — he had used the same words in
a phone conversation he had with the am-
bassador on September 9. As evidence for
the “no quid pro quo”, the Trump camp has
said that the US did release the military aid to
Ukraine, although only on September 11, af-
ter the House of Representatives had already
started taking interest in the President’s July
25 phone conversation with Zelensky.

Why the govt has stripped a Telangana MLA of his Indian citizenship

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY &
SREENIVAS JANYALA
NEW DELHI,HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 21

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs (MHA) on
Wednesday cancelled the citizenship of TRS
MLA from Vemulawada in north Telangana
Chennamaneni Ramesh. A son of freedom
fighter parents, Ramesh has been a citizen of
Germany in the past,and had acquired Indian
citizenship in 2009. Since then, he has been
politically active and won all elections he has
contested. He started his political career with
the TDP in 2009, but moved to the TRS in
2010 at the height of Telangana agitation.
The MHA has cancelled his citizenship on
the ground of misrepresentation of facts at
the time of applying for citizenship in 2008.

Why Ministry acted

Ramesh, who had been living in
Germany since 1993, applied for Indian cit-
izenship on March 31, 2008 and was
granted the same on February 4, 2009. On
June 15, 2009, Congress leader from
Karimnagar Adi Srinivas filed a revision ap-
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plication, raising objection to the grant of
citizenship to Ramesh. Srinivas pointed out
that Ramesh had retained his German citi-
zenship, and had travelled to Germany in
the year preceding the date of his applica-
tion for Indian citizenship, which was in vi-
olation of The Citizenship Act, 1955.

Based on this, the MHA formed a commit-
tee, which investigated the matter for nine
years before submitting inits reportinMarch
2017 that Ramesh had indeed, obtained citi-
zenship fraudulently. The MHA cancelled
Ramesh’s citizenship in August that year.

Ramesh filed a review plea, which was
rejected that December, following which the
MLA went to the High Court. The court
granted himreliefin July 2019, and asked the
Home Ministry to reconsider its decision.

In an order served to Ramesh on
November 20, the MHA has said that in his
application for citizenship filed on March
31,2008, he did not disclose that he had not
lived in India for 12 months before the date
of the application, even though he had
made multiple trips to Germany during this
period. This, the MHA has said, was in vio-
lation of The Citizenship Act, 1955, and the

Rules under it.

The MHA has said that when a clarifica-
tion was sought from Ramesh in November
2008 about his foreign visits, he had main-
tained that he had not made any visits abroad.

“Thus he obtained registration of citi-
zenship under section 5(1)(f) by means of
fraud, false representation and concealment
of facts and his action attracts provisions of
section 10(2) of the Act. This makes him li-
able to be deprived of his Indian citizen-
ship,” the MHA order said.

Sections 5(1)(f) and 10(2)

These sections deal with grant of citi-
zenship and the authority of the govern-
ment to cancel the same. According to
Section 5(1)(f), “...the Central Government
may, on an application made in this behalf,
register as a citizen of India any person ...if
a person of full age and capacity who, or ei-
ther of his parents, was earlier citizen of in-
dependent India, and has been residing in
India for one year immediately before mak-
ing an application for registration.”

Section 10(2) says: “Subject to the pro-
visions of this section, the Central

Government may, by order, deprive any
such citizen of Indian citizenship, if it is sat-
isfied that the registration or certificate of
naturalisation was obtained by means of
fraud, false representation or the conceal-
ment of any material fact.”

The law, however, also provides for
checks to ensure that citizenship is not can-
celled arbitrarily. Section 10(3) of the Act
says, “The Central Government shall not de-
prive a person of citizenship under this sec-
tion unless it is satisfied that it is not con-
ducive to the public good that person
should continue to be a citizen of India.”

Ramesh’s defence

Ramesh has maintained innocence on
the ground that at the time of application,
the law did not specifically require him to
“continuously” stay in India for 12 months
prior to the date of application. He has also
said that since he was a German citizen
prior to getting Indian citizenship, he did
not consider going to Germany a trip
“abroad”, and therefore maintained that he
had not made any trips abroad.

He has also argued that Srinivas’s revi-

sion petition was time barred — the law re-
quires the objection to be raised within 30
days and, in case the government allows it
beyond that period, it must be satisfied that
the petitioner was prevented for making
the application in time.

He said: “Dr Ramesh Chennamaneni is
a sitting MLA and does not have any crimi-
nal background. Hence section 10(3) of the
Actis not satisfied. ...He was elected 4 times
by the people of his constituency, being sat-
isfied by his performance and development
activity being carried out by him. He has not
involved in terrorism, espionage, serious or-
ganized crime, war crime or unacceptable
behavior. On the contrary, he has been do-
ing lot of public good.”

Ministry’s response

The Ministry has noted thateven the High
Court had agreed that Ramesh had withheld
information about his travel to Germany and,
if at all he felt it was not a foreign country for
him, he should have mentioned it to the
Ministry and let the authorities decide.

“As a public representative, greater re-
sponsibility is thrust on Dr Ramesh

Chennamaneni to be fair in making his sub-
missions. His conduct shall stand as an ex-
ample to the people whom he represents.
...It is a well-known canon of law that
‘Caesar’s wife should be above suspicion’.”

According to the MHA, “The absence of
criminal charge doesn’t mean that person
having inclination to misrepresent would
be doing good. In fact, there is a very large
area of activity open to public representa-
tives, where such economy of truth can se-
riously endanger public good.”

It has also said that it has taken the de-
cision so as to not set a precedent.

Ramesh’s options

Ramesh can go back to the High Court
and challenge the decision. Thereafter, he
can go to the Supreme Court. However, un-
less a stay order is granted on the MHA'’s de-
cision, he is sure to lose his membership of
the Telangana Assembly. In case he does not
get relief from the court, he will have the
option of going through the whole process
again, following which it would be the gov-
ernment’s discretion to grant him citizen-
ship, if he satisfies all conditions.
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_ TOPOFTHE _ RAJAPKSA FAMILY STAGES COMEBACK

Gotabaya swears in brother

WORLD

;

Canada’s Minister of
Diversity, Bardish
Chagger, with PM Justin
Trudeau. Reuters

CANADA

4 Indian-origin
ministersinnew
Trudeau Cabinet

Ottawa: For the first time,
a Hindu woman law-
maker has been inducted
into a Canadian Cabinet as
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau unveiled his
“strong and skilled” team
of 37 ministers which also
includes three Sikh MPs.
Trudeau unveiled his
Cabinet with the induc-
tion of seven new faces,
including Anita Anand, a
former law professor at
the University of Toronto.
The three other Indian-
origin MPs, all Sikhs, in-
ducted into the Cabinet
are Navdeep Bains (42),
Bardish Chagger (39) and
Harjit Sajjan (49).

USA
Court-martialed

Navy SEAL faces
expulsionafter

Trumpclearshim

AUS Navy SEAL acquitted
of murder in a war crimes
trial but convicted of pos-
ing for pictures with the
corpse of an Iraqi de-
tainee now faces pro-
ceedings to expel him
from special forces, days
after President Donald
Trump reversed his de-
motion in rank. Special
Operations Chief Edward
Gallagher, 40, received
formal notice on
Wednesday that a “tri-
dent review board” has
been convened to weigh
his fitness to remain in
the SEALs, said Captain
Tamara Lawrence,
spokeswoman for the US
naval special warfare
command.

AUSTRALIA
PMdeniesclimate
linkas smoke
chokes Sydney

Sydney: Australia’s Prime
Minister on Thursday de-
nied his climate policies
had caused unprece-
dented bushfires ravaging
the country and insisted
his government was do-
ing enough to tackle
global warming. As blazes
that have scorched
swathes of countryside
continued to spread and
the country’s largest city
was cloaked in hazardous
smoke, conservative
leader Scott Morrison de-
fended his climate record,
saying Australia was “do-
ing our bit”. His com-
ments came after weeks
spent refusing to speak
about the link between
climate change and
deadly fires.

Mahi

nda as SriLanka’s PM

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa (right) greets his brother Mahinda after appointing him as Prime Minister at the
presidential secretariat in Colombo on Thursday. A

SHIHAR ANEEZ
COLOMBO,NOVEMBER 21

SRI LANKA’S NEWLY elected
president Gotabaya Rajapaksa
on Thursday swore in his elder
brother, former president
Mahinda Rajapaksa, as prime
minister, cementing the power-
ful family’s political comeback.

The appointment of
Mahinda Rajapaksa, 74, came
hours after the former premier
Ranil Wickremesinghe tendered
his resignation following the de-
feat of his party’s candidate in a
presidential election to Gotabaya
Rajapaksa over the weekend.

It is the first time in Sri
Lankan history that two siblings
have held the two top political
positions, although Mahinda is

' COURT DROPS CORRUPTION CHARGES AGAINST
GOTABAYA, ORDERS TRAVEL BANTOBE LIFTED

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s newly-
elected President Gotabaya
Rajapaksawas on Thursday ab-
solved of all corruption charges
linked to the embezzlement of
nearly $185,000 by a high court
which also lifted the overseas
travel ban on him and released
his impounded passport.
Gotabaya will embark on
his first foreign tour with a visit

to India on November 29.

The Special High Court in
September last year imposed
a travel ban on Rajapaksa and
six othersina corruption case.

The corruption charges that
were dropped were related to
the alleged misappropriation of
public funds for the construc-
tion of the D A Rajapaksa
Memorial and Museum. PTI

only in charge of a caretaker gov-
ernment until parliamentary
elections next year.

In a ceremony in the capital
Colombo on Thursday, Gotabaya

IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY

Trump’s ex-aide to GOP: Russia
benefits fro_m ‘fiction’ on Ukraine

AP &REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 21

KEY IMPEACHMENT witnesses
said Thursday it was clear Donald
Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani was
pursuing political investigations
of Democrats in Ukraine at
Trump’s direction. Their testi-
mony undercuts the President’s
argument he only wanted to root
out Ukrainian corruption.

State Department official
David Holmes said he understood
that Giuliani’s push to investigate
“Burisma,” the Ukraine gas com-
pany where Joe Biden’s son Hunter
served on the board, was code for
the former vice president and his
family. Former White House ad-
viser Fiona Hill warned that
Giuliani had been making “explo-
sive” and “incendiary” claims.

“He was clearly pushing for-
ward issues and ideas that would,
you know, probably come back to
hauntusandin fact,” Hill testified.
“Ithink that's where we are today.”

The House probe focuses onal-
legations that Trump sought in-
vestigations of Joe Biden and his
son—and thediscredited idea that
Ukraine rather than Russia inter-
fered in the 2016 US election — in
return for US military aid that

swore in his brother as their re-
spective wives, sons and daugh-
ters-in-law looked on.

“I wish to congratulate and
extend my warmest wishes to

TRUMP STATES HIS CASE, NOTES IN HAND

AFTERTESTIMONY by the
US ambassador to the EU,
Gordan Sondland, that the
Ukraine pressure campaign
was carried out under the
President’s orders, Trump
spoke to reporters outside
the White House with the
help of some notes.

“I'WANT NOTHING,” he read
from stationery marked
ABOARD AIRFORCEONEin
notes captured by
photographers. “lWANTNO
QUID PROQUO.” Once he
finished reading his papers,
he did not stay to engage with
reporters as he often does.

Ukraine, and for a White House
visit that the new Ukrainian

President wanted.
Hill a former White House
Russia  analyst,  warned

Republican lawmakers to quit
pushing the “fictional” Ukraine-
interference narrative as they de-
fend Trump in the inquiry.

“In the course of this investi-

gation,Iwould ask that you please
not promote politically driven
falsehoods that so clearly advance
Russian interests,” she said.

Holmes testified that he came
forward after overhearing Trump
askabout “investigations” during
a phone call with Ambassador
Gordon Sondland at a Kyiv restau-
rant this summer. AP

Hon Mahinda Rajapaksa, Prime
Minister of the Democratic,
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,”
Gotabaya tweeted afterwards.

Gotabaya, 70, had earlier
served as defence chief under
his brother Mahinda, who him-
self served as president from
2005-2015.

Mahinda, who had been Sri
Lanka’s opposition leader since
January, has held the prime min-
ister’s post twice before.

He is set to be his party’s PM
candidate ina parliamentary elec-
tion expected around April.

“The Rajapaksa brand, as ev-
idenced by the election, remains
extremely strong,” said Akhil
Bery, Eurasia’s South Asia analyst,
adding that Mahindais perceived
tobe even more popular than his
younger brother. REUTERS

Boy, 12, youngest
to be convicted
in HK protests

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 21

A 12-YEAR-OLD boy became the
youngest protester to be con-
victed in the six-month-long
pro-democracy protests in Hong
Kong as a court in the former
British colony reserved orders to
place him under counselling and
supervision for up to three years.

The probation order, if
clamped, would also leave the mi-
nor with a criminal record, Hong
Kong-based South China Morning
Post reported on Thursday.

Since the pro-democracy
protests began about six months
ago over the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s attempts to bring an
Extradition Bill, this round of
protests have caught the atten-
tion of China and the world for
their mass public participation,
specially the youth and students.

The protests are continuing
even though the government has
withdrawn the Extradition Bill.
Over 4,500 people mostly stu-
dents have been arrested so farin
the protests. The protesters are de-
manding Chief Executive Carrie
Lam’s resignation, inquiry into po-
lice brutalities and universal fran-
chise with freedom foralllocals to
contest elections. PTI

A SOVIET CLUSTER BOMB KILLED 3 BOoys ON A NOwW-PEACEFUL MOUNTAIN

Afghanistan’s curse: A bomb from two wars ago crushes a family today

THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
& FATIMAFAIZI
DAHANA-E-AHANGARAN,
NOVEMBER 21

THE THREE boys were buried on
the southern face of the moun-
tain in May. The side-by-side
graves of the brothers Amir Khan
and Liagat are marked with a
green flag. Mujtaba’s grave is
covered in a rocky mound and
light from the morning sun.
Itwas aSoviet bomb, dropped
from anaircraft decades beforein

1986, that killed them this spring
inBamiyan Province. The crudely
welded silver cylinder, just bigger
than a soda can, was one of many
others ejected from a cluster
bomb asit fell through the sky be-
fore resting in a shaded rocky
ravine for 33 years.

Accounts of children finding
old bombs and accidentally set-
ting them off have become a
central part of Afghanistan’s
story, horrifying in how fre-
quently itis repeated. The deaths
of the boys in Bamiyan, a relative
haven from the fighting all
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around the country, are a partic-
ularly cruel example of the hid-
den dangers in Afghanistan.
War after war, piling on each
other for decades, has left
Afghanistan covered in more
than 1,000 square miles of
mines, unexploded munitions,
roadside bombs and shuttered
firing ranges, according to
Afghan government data. Many
hazards have been marked, cor-
doned off, cleared or avoided.
But many also remain undis-
covered. In 2018 alone, around
118 civilians were wounded or
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Afghan officials search for unexploded landmines. Reuters file

killed each month from buried
explosives in Afghanistan, accord-

ing to Afghan governmentdata, a
threefold increase since 2013.

IRAN
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS GIVEN PRISON TERMS

Six environmental conservationists accused of “spying” on Iranian military sites have re-
ceived sentences of up to 10 years in prison, according to state news agency IRNA and
Shargh daily. Sentences “from four to 10 years” have been issued for some of the case’s
suspects, IRNA quoted judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili as saying

Israel’s Netanyahu charged
in series of corruption cases

Not required by law to resign, but he will find it much more
difficult to hold on to power amid struggle to form new govt

DAVID MHALBFINGER
JERUSALEM, NOVEMBER 21

PRIME MINISTER Benjamin
Netanyahuwas indicted Thursday
on bribery, fraud and breach of
trust charges in a set of long-run-
ning corruption cases, immedi-
ately throwing his political future
into doubt and heightening the
uncertainty and chaos surround-
ing Israel's fitful, yearlong struggle
to choose its next leader.

Netanyahu, 70, who in July
became the longest-serving
prime minister in Israel’s history,
now also has the distinction of
being the first to be indicted
while in office.

The cases against Netanyahu
involve allegations of giving or of-
fering lucrative official favours to
several media tycoonsinexchange
for either favourable coverage in
news outlets or gifts worth hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars. He
has rejected the charges as false
and politically motivated.

Netanyahu is not legally re-
quired to step down. But with
Israel’s political system already
in uncharted territory, having
failed to settle upon a new prime
minister despite two elections
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Benjamin Netanyahu has
become the first sitting PM
of Israel to be indicted

and three attempts at forming a
government since April, the
criminal case against him could
make it far more difficult for him
to retain power.

After his chief rival, Benny
Gantz, said Wednesday that he
was unable to form a govern-
ment, that task shifted to
Parliament. If no lawmaker is
successful in assembling a 61-
seat majority over the next three
weeks, a third round of elections
will be called.

While Netanyahu has main-
tained strong support from his
political base so far, while crim-
inal charges against him were
still uncertain, polls have shown
that a formal indictment would
change many minds. NYT

EXPLAINED

a
What are the cases?

THE CORRUPTION charges
against Netanyahu stem from
cases known as Case 1000,
Case 2000 and Case 4000.
CASE 1000: This case re-
volves around the allegation
that Netanyahu received ex-
pensive gifts from Israeli bil-
lionaire and film producer
Arnon Milchan in exchange
for political favours.

CASE 2000: In this case, it is
alleged that Netanyahu struck
adeal with the publisher of
one of Israel’s biggest newspa-
pers for favourable coverage in
return for legislation that
would hurt the newspaper’s
biggest competitor.

CASE 4000: This is consid-
ered the most serious case,
and it involves allegations that
Netanyahu helped telecom gi-
ant Bezeq in exchange for
favourable coverage on the
firm’s Walla News website.

Indian couple accused of spying
in Germany goes on trial: report

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
BERLIN,NOVEMBER 21

AN INDIAN couple accused of
spying on Kashmiri and Sikh
groups in Germany and sharing
information with Indian intelli-
gence agents went on trial on
Thursday in Frankfurt on
charges that carry a sentence of
up to 10 years in prison,a media
report said on Thursday.
Manmohan S and his wife
Kanwal Jit K were charged with

foreign secret service agent activ-
ity in Germany in April this year.

The trial of the twoIndians ac-
cused of spying on Kashmiri and
Sikh groupsin Germany began at
the Higher Regional Court in
Frankfurt, Germany’s publicinter-
national broadcaster Deutsche
Welle reported.

Starting from January 2015,
Manmohan, 50, had allegedly
obtained information on
Kashmiri separatist and Sikh
groups operating in Germany
and passed it on to officials of

UK’s Labour pledges
Jallianwala Bagh
apology in manifesto

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, NOVEMBER 21

BRITAIN’S OPPOSITION Labour
Party on Thursday launched its
manifesto for the December 12
general election with a pledge to
institute an audit into the coun-
try’s colonial past, which would
include an apology to India for
theJallianwala Bagh massacre in
Amritsar 100 years ago.

Former British prime minister
Theresa May had stopped short of
a formal apology earlier this year
when she expressed “deepregret”
for the colonial era attack on
Vaisakhi to coincide with its 100th
anniversary this year.

In the 107-page manifesto ti-
tled ‘It's Time for Real Change’
launched by Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn, the party has pledged to
go further on the issue and apolo-
gise. The document also commits
Labour to constitute a judge-led
inquiry into Britain’s “injustices of
the past”, including a public re-
view of the country’s role in
Operation Blue Star — referred to
as the “Amritsar massacre”.

“We will issue a formal apol-
ogy for the Jallianwala Bagh

Each one, the result of an of-
ten-forgotten battle or error, has
the power to permanently dev-
astate families and their com-
munities. That was the case on
the mountain that looms over
the boys’ village: Dahana-e-
Ahangaran, a small collection of
compounds forming a peninsula
of green trees and potato fields
along a single dirt road into the
surrounding hills.

Before May 17, when the
bomb exploded, the sandstone
mountain was a playground, a
place for families to hike or gather,

Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn with his party’s
election manifesto. Reuters

massacre, and hold a public re-
view into Britain’s role in the
Amritsar massacre,” notes the
manifesto under the sub-head
“Effective Diplomacy”.

In 2014, declassified UK gov-
ernment documents had re-
vealed that British military ad-
vice was given to Indian forces
prior to Indian Army intervention
atthe Golden Temple. There have
been calls for a publicinquiry into
the exact nature of that advice
from some British Sikh groups
over the years. PTI

agrazing stop for livestock. Now it
is a crime scene, feared and
avoided, a shrine of grief.
Ultimately, it will belogged as
a data point in a galaxy of charts
and graphs attempting to de-
scribe the destructioninflicted on
this country over generations.
For Mohammad Bakhsh,
Amir Khan and Liaqat’s father,
the mountain has been a life-
long landmark in his back yard.
He is 45 now, and was just 6
when the outcropping briefly
turned into a battleground.
Back then, it was an outpost for

India’s intelligence agency, the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), posted at the Indian
Consulate in Frankfurt, the re-
port said.

From July 2017, his wife
KanwalJit, 51, is also suspected of
taking part in the intelligence
gathering, the report said, adding
thatin return for their service, the
couple allegedly received a total
of $7.974 from RAW,

Further hearings are sched-
uled until Dec 12.If convicted, they
may be jailed for up to 10 years.

Five Indians held
for trying to
enter US illegally

YOSHITA SINGH
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 21

FIVE INDIAN nationals have
been taken into custody by the
US patrol agents in New York for
trying to enter Americaillegally,
authorities said.

The US Border Patrol agents as-
signed to the Ogdensburg Border
Patrol Station in New York appre-
hended the five persons fromIndia
and a suspected smuggler on
November 15 after the smuggler
attempted to evade a temporary
immigration checkpoint.

The agency said a vehicle
driven by a US citizen evaded an
immigration checkpoint near
Morristown, New York.

Agents were able to locate
the vehicle as it turned into a
parking lot of a local business in
Ogdensburg. It added that the
occupants exited the vehicle and
ran inside the business.

Border patrol agents pursued
and were able to apprehend the
driver and five persons from India
who do not have immigration
documentationallowing themto
remain in the US legally. All per-
sons were taken into custody and
transported to the Ogdensburg
Border Patrol Station for further
processing. PTI

the American-supported insur-
gents who were fighting Soviet
invaders. The mountain’s eleva-
tion, boulders and view of the
surrounding valleys made for
ample protection against the
military convoys navigating the
single road below.

Bakhsh says he does not re-
call much of the fighting other
than that the insurgents had the
high ground and the Soviets did
not. He does not remember the
plane that dropped the bomb
that would one day kill his sons
and their friend. NYT
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The resource curse

How west Africa’s gold rush is funding jihadists
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FOREIGN STAFF working in Burkina Faso for
a Canadian gold-mining company, Semafo,
have the option of flying in helicopters over
roads infested with bandits and jihadist.
Local employees at its Boungou mine are
less fortunate. On November 6th five buses
carrying 241 workers drove straight into a
massacre. A survivor told news agencies
that men shouting “Allahu akbar” (Arabic
for “God is great”) overwhelmed their small
security escort. The gunmen sprayed the
vehicles with bullets before boarding and
murdering those on them. At least 39 peo-
ple were killed and another 60 were
wounded.

The attack was but the latest outrage in
Burkina Faso, which s struggling to contain
a fast-growing jihadist insurgency. Along
with Mali and Niger, it has become the main
front line against terrorists in the Sahel, a
dry strip of land that runs along the edge of
the Sahara. This year alone the conflict has
killed more than 1,600 people and forced
half a million from their homes in Burkina
Faso. But the latest incident hints at a wor-
rying new trend: a battle by jihadists and

TEAR-GAS

other armed groups to take
control of the region’s gold
rush.

Although gold has long
been mined in the region—
Mali is thought to have been
the world’s biggest producer
of the precious metal in the
13th century—it has boomed
in recent years with the dis-
covery of shallow deposits that
stretch from Sudan to
Mauritania. International min-
ing companies have invested
as much as $5bn in west
African production over the
past decade, but the rush has
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also lured hundreds of thou-
sands of unsophisticated “ar-
tisanal” miners.  The
International Crisis Group
(ICG), an NGO, reckons that
more than 2m people are in-
volved in small-scale mining
in Burkina Faso, Mali and
Niger. In total they dig up 40-

® " Boungou
gold mine

TOGO BENIN

95 tonnes of gold a year,
worth some $1.9bn-4.5bn.

This rush—in a region
where states are already
weak and unable to pro-
vide security—has sucked
in a variety of armed
groups and jihadists, in-
cluding the likes of Ansar
Dine and Islamic State in
the Greater Sahara, which
killed four American sol-
diers in an ambush in
Niger in 2017.

The jihadists probably
have direct control of
fewer than ten mines,
reckons Mathieu Pellerin

@ Jihadist attacks

o Artisanal gold mines

Jan 1st-Nov 13th 2019

Sources: ACLED, French Development Agency

of the ICG. But they have
influence over many
more. In some areas arti-
sanal miners are forced to
pay “taxes” to the jihadists.
In others, such as Burkina
Faso’s Soum province, the
miners hire jihadists to

A crying shame

Banned in warfare, tear-gas is the default response to

controlling protests

AS THE protests in Hong Kong drag on, rit-
uals are coalescing. One oft-repeated rite
might be dubbed “the unfurling of the ban-
ner”. As confrontation looms, from the
masked ranks of police two step forward
bearing a sign reading “Warning: Tear
Smoke”, in Chinese and English. Then
the firing starts, and clouds swirl, stinging
and choking. Aside from a few wearing
masks, the crowd scatters, with the police
in pursuit.

Many demonstrators have experienced
something like it. Indeed, Hong Kong is a rel-
atively modest user. In the first five months
of protests, its police fired nearly 6,000
rounds of tear-gas—far fewer than were used
in Paris in a single day last December against
gilets jaunes (yellow-jacket) protesters.

The term “tear-gas” covers a range of
chemicals, of which the most widely used
include o-chlorobensylidene malononitrile
(CS), oleoresin capsicum (OC, or pepper
spray)and 1-chloroacetophenone (CN).The
gases are in fact powders. New variants are
designed to disperse slowly.

Defenders claim that it saves lives. Tired,
twitchy, scared cops armed with tear-gas
will kill fewer people than those carrying
only lethal weapons. After months of grow-
ing violence, only on November 8th did the
protests in Hong Kong lead to a death.
Alex Chow, a student, perished after falling
from aledge in a car park while fleeing tear-
gas. By contrast, in Iraq more than 300
people have died since October, largely be-
cause the authorities are more willing to
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The term ‘tear-gas’ covers a
range of chemicals, of which the
most widely used include o-
chlorobensylidene
malononitrile (CS), oleoresin
capsicum (OC, or pepper spray)
and 1-chloroacetophenone
(CN).The gases are in fact
powders. New variants are
designed to disperse slowly

use live ammunition.

Even so, tear-gas is controversial. Anna
Feigenbaum of the University of
Bournemouth, author of a history of the stuff,
argues thatitis “bad for democracy”. She says
it “allows the threshold of acceptable vio-
lence to be lowered and so avoids a deliber-
ative process.”

Bizarrely, chemicals that are so often used
on civilians are banned for military use. Tear-
gas was first used in battle during the first
world war. The use of such gases in that con-
flict led to their outlawing under the Geneva
Protocol of 1925. Armies skirted the ban at
times—America used CS gas in Vietnam. But
the ban on military use was also part of the
Chemical Weapons Convention of 1993.

After the first world war, tear-gas became
apopular “riot-control agent” in America and
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provide security, says the ICG. Other armed
groups such as ethnic militias are also in on
the bonanza and collect cash to guard
mines. International mining firms may also
be funding the jihadists by paying ransoms
for abducted employees or “protection”
money to keep mining, according to a study
published by the OECD, a club of mostly rich
countries.

Informal mines also provide a recruit-
ment pool for extremists, since they are full
of fit young men who know how to use ex-
plosives. Researchers say they have heard
about several instances of radical preach-
ers going to artisanal miners to recruit fight-
ers. They also provide a ready source of ex-
plosives for bombs.

Just as panning for gold takes time and
patience, so too will be the process of ex-
tracting jihadist groups from the mining
boom. This should be done at both ends of
the supply chain. States could start by pro-
viding tax incentives to miners who agree to
sell through official channels, which would
reduce the amount that jihadists and crim-
inals earn from smuggling. For the moment

much of Burkina Faso’s artisanal
production is sneaked into Togo, which
barely taxes the shiny stuff. Togo does
not produce much gold domestically but
it sent more than 12 tonnes of gold to
Dubai in 2016. Gold is also taken out of the
Sahel through major airports in hand
luggage.

Another step would be for the region’s
police and army chiefs to prioritise guarding
mines and their environs. With security
could come services such as schools and
clinics as well as the governance needed to
formalise the industry and prise it away
from extremists.

France, which already has some 4,500
troops across the region, said earlier this
month that it would expand its mission by
deploying significant ground forces to
Burkina Faso for the first time. Itis also try-
ing to form a new contingent of European
commandos to reinforce its fight against ji-
hadists. Neither move suggests that the end
isin sight.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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Tear-gas was first used in battle during the first world war. The use of such gases in that conflict led to their outlawing under the Geneva Protocol of 1925. Reuters

the British empire. Hong Kong police are fol-
lowing procedures devised by British colo-
nial administrators. The War Office required
a“declared intention to use tear-gas and ad-
equate warnings” be given to opponents. The
obfuscatory term “smoke” was promoted. In
the words of Henry Duffield Craik, a governor
of Punjab under the British Raj from 1938 to
1941, “Gas is amuch more alarming term, as

it suggests something resembling the poison
gas used by the Germans in the last war.”
The short-term effects of tear-gas are un-
pleasant, but diminish quickly. Little is
known about the long-term impact (clinical
trials are impossible). But the dangers come
more from its misuse than from the gas it-
self. Brian Castner, a weapons investigator
for Amnesty International, a human-rights

watchdog, says certain conditions must be
met: that there is a way for a crowd to dis-
perse; that the area is well ventilated; and
that the gas is fired into the ground in front of
protesters, not in the air or at their heads—
especially when the canisters are large and
may be lethal, as in Iraq.

Evenif these guidelines are followed, and
they often are not, tear-gas is indiscriminate.

In Hong Kong it is estimated that 88% of the
population have been exposed to gas in re-
cent weeks. Many of them presumably have
asthma, lung disease and other ailments, and
thus suffer more than others from the effects
of tear-gas. The use of tear-gas is, to say the
least, riskier than it first appears.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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DRI challenges
quashing of letter
rogatories by HC

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 21

THE DIRECTORATE of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI),on Nov-
ember 19, filed a special leave
petition (SLP) in the Supreme
Court challenging a Bombay
High Court order that has
quashed all letter rogatories
(LRs)sentby the agency to for-
eign countries in connection
with thealleged overvaluation
of Indonesian coal imports
from 2011 to 2015 by two
Adani Group companies.

An LR is a formal request
between two nations party to
a mutual legal assistance
treaty (MLAT), seeking judicial
assistance in accessing infor-
mation on an offshore entity
in connection with an ongo-
ing probe. The DRI has con-
tended that the Customs Act,
1962 is aself-contained law to
deal with smuggling of goods
and even the legislature has
made it evident that magiste-
rial intervention is not re-
quired for initiating a probe
under the customs rules.

According to the DRI, anin-
vestigation by officers of the
Customs, Enforcement Dire-
ctorate, Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau, Narcotics Control Bur-
eau and Serious Fraud Inve-
stigation Office under the
Customs Act, Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, Wil-
dlife (Protection) Act, NDPS Act
and the Companies Act, re-
spectively, does not start by
registering FIRs or by seeking
anorder from aMagistrate un-
like police officers. Therefore,
the DRI feels that under the
Customs Act,an FIR under the
Code of Criminal Procedure or
magisterial intervention is not
required for initiation of
Customs investigation.

On October 17, the Bom-
bay HC had allowed the writ
petition filed by Adani Enter-
prises Ltd, claiming that LRs
were issued “without any no-
tice and hearing the compa-
nies” and “no cognizance of
any offence” under the Cus-
toms Act, 1962 has been reg-
istered till now by the DRI
against the Adani firms in the
coal imports case. The agency
said that the HC order has not
only halted its investigations
into the coal case against 40
companies, including the

On October 17, the
Bombay High Court
had allowed the writ
petition filed by
Adani Enterprises
Ltd, claiming that LRs
were issued “without
any notice and
hearing the
companies”

Adani firms, but also has the
potential to impact the LRs
sent by other enforcement
agencies in different cases.

So far, the DRI had issued
14 LRs to multiple foreign ju-
risdictions, such as Singapore,
Hong Kong, Switzerland, UAE
among others, seeking infor-
mationin the alleged over-val-
uation in Indonesian coal im-
ports. It has specifically sought
importdocuments negotiated
by the Singapore and Dubai
branch of Indian banks with
Indonesian coal suppliers.

These documents contain
the actual price of coal before
itwas allegedly inflated. While
private banks have submitted
the data to DRI, public sector
banks have declined to submit
the information citing confi-
dentiality clauses of the for-
eign country.

The DRI probe against
these 40 companies began af-
ter it issued a general alert to
its field formations across
Indiain March 2016, outlining
the modus operandi of over-
invoicing of coal imports from
Indonesia. The DRI alleged that
money was being “siphoned”
outside India and electricity-
generating firms were availing
of “higher tariff compensation
based on artificially inflated
cost of the imported coal”.

It also alleged that Indo-
nesian coal was directly im-
ported from portsinIndonesia
toIndia while importinvoices
were routed through one or
more intermediaries based in
Singapore, Hong Kong, Dubai
and British VirginIslands toar-
tificially inflate its value.

The agency, as per sources,
found thatinflated invoicesre-
ceived inIndia were issued by
intermediaries, allegedly sub-
sidiary firms of Indian im-
porters or their fronts.
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HOPE IBC TIMELINES ARE ADHERED TO, SAYS SBI CHAIRMAN

Bankers expect many suitors

for DHFL: stock climbs 5%

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 21

A DAY after the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) superseded the board
of Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd (DHFL) and initi-
ated bankruptcy proceedings,
bankers said the firm is likely to
attract many suitors for the
takeover of the debt-ridden firm.

DHFL shares, which had
plunged 92 per cent over the last
year,rose 5 per centtoRs21.150n
Thursday, with markets speculat-
ing on the interest of some big cor-
porate houses to take control of
the company through the bank-
ruptcy process.

State Bank of India (SBI)
Chairman Rajnish Kumar told re-
porters that many suitors are ex-
pected for DHFL as “it’s a good
franchise”. However, he did not
name any particular corporate
house. “There is a 330-day time-
line thatisalso extended timeline.
Otherwise, normally it should
happen in 180 days that is the in-
tent of the (Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code) process. So, let
us hope that those timelines are
adhered to and let us hope for the
best,” he said. SBI has an exposure
of Rs 7,000 crore in DHFL.

However, bankers said a clear
picture will emerge only when the
financial position of the housing
finance firm emerges through the
IBC process in the coming days.

are stuck in the company.

E Lenders hope for
= ‘white knight’ to
E o Fecover dues

WITH CLOSE to Rs 38,000 crore stuck in DHFL bankersare
hoping that a ‘white knight will appear to salvage their
money. Besides, funds of mutual funds and retail investors

DHFL owesRs 26,324 crore tobanks as termloans, Rs 1,203
crore as short-term loans and Rs 10,815 crore as non-convert-
ible debentures. It also owes Rs 2,747 crore as ECBs, Rs 2,350
crore to NHB, Rs 6,188 crore as public deposits and Rs 2,267
crore as subordinate debt, among others, as of July 2019. The
total liabilities were around Rs 84,000 crore.

“The liabilities of DHFL are huge.
Itis to be seen whether suitors will
come forward with a proposal
which is suitable to the lenders.
How much haircut the lenders
willacceptisalsotobe seen,” said
a banking source. “There was
speculationin the market that the
Adanis, Piramals and Apollo
would beinterested in DHFL,” said
a dealer with a brokerage house.
Sebi Chairman Ajay Tyagi had
said mutual funds would also join
the resolution process of DHFL,
which would be done under the
framework of the insolvency law.
DHFL owes more than Rs 38,000
crore to banks towards long-term,
short-termloans and NCDs. What
is worrying bankers are reports

about fund diversion by DHFL.
Audit firm KPMG, which carried
out the forensic audit of DHFL, has
reportedly found instances of
fund diversion of over Rs 19,000
crore of bank loans to DHFL's re-
lated entities. While DHFL pro-
moters, the Wadhawans, hold
39.21 per cent stake in the com-
pany, foreign investors hold 9.48
per cent stake.

RBI on Wednesday said it
would take the company to the
National Company Law Tribunal
to chalk out a rescue package or
liquidation for DHFL which de-
faulted on repayments to banks,
mutual funds and retail investors.

“The Reserve Bank also in-
tends to shortly initiate the

process of resolution of the com-
pany under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy (Insolvency and
Liquidation Proceedings of
Financial Service Providers and
Application to Adjudicating
Authority)Rules, 2019 and would
also apply to the NCLT for appoint-
ing the Administrator as the
Insolvency Resolution Prof-
essional,” the central bank said.

The RBI, which stepped in after
the lenders and the company
failed to work out a resolution
plan to bring the firm back on the
rails, appointed R Subra-
maniakumar, former MD and CEO
of Indian Overseas Bank, as the ad-
ministrator to run DHFL’s affairs.

“The statutory inspection of
DHEFL conducted by the National
Housing Bank (NHB) under
Section 34 of the National
Housing Bank Act, 1987 with ref-
erence toits position as on March
31,2018 revealed serious deterio-
rationinits financial position,” the
RBIsaid inits order. “DHFLhas de-
faulted inits payment obligations
inrespect of bank borrowings and
market borrowings, which reveals
serious concerns about the con-
ductof the affairs of the company,”
itadded.

DHFLhad aloan portfolio of Rs
91,930 crore ason March 31,2018.
Incorporated in 1984, DHFL is
among the large size housing fi-
nance companies in India with to-
tal asset size of Rs 1,07,436 crore
ason March 31,2018.

DEALS DURING OCTOBER
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‘India Inc’s MBA deal value slips 45% in Oct’

Corporate India saw merger and acquisition (M&A) deals worth $1.5 billion through 28 transactions in October,
registering a 45 per cent decline over the same month last year, according to Grant Thornton’s M&A Dealtracker

A

350

The number of
transactions worth
$25,162 million in the first
10 months of this year,
while in the year ago
period, there were 414
such deals worth $80,640
million

28

The number of M&A deals
worth $1.5 billionin
October this year, while in
the same period last year
47 such deals were
announced worth $2.8
billion

ENERGY sector
dominated October’s
M&A in terms of values
with 64 per cent
contribution to total
M&A deals

DEAL VOLUMES was
fairly spread across
pharma, automotive,
banking and financial
services, energy and
natural resources, IT and
ITeS, and media and
entertainment sectors

JANUARY-OCTOBER deal
activity continued to
witnessed weak
performance in terms of
both deal values and
volumes compared to the
year-ago period

Day after BPCL privatisation plan, Pradhan: Govt has no business to be in business

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

OIL MINISTER Dharmendra
Pradhan on Thursday hinted that
public sector firms such as Indian
Oil Corporation (I0C) may not be
allowed to bid for buying govern-
ment stake in Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL), forwhich
a buyer may have to shell out as
much as Rs 90,000 crore.

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs had on
Wednesday decided to sell the
government’s entire stake in the
country’s second-largest state re-

finer BPCL and Shipping
Corporation of India (SCIL).Italso
approved privatisation of
Container Corporation of India
while also giving nod to paring
stake below 51 per cent in select
PSUs but without losing control.
“Since 2014, we have a clear
vision that the government has
no business to be in business,”
Pradhan told reporters here.
“We have examples of 2-3
sectors such as telecom and avi-
ation where ushering in private
participation has led to cus-
tomers benefiting from price
cuts, efficiency, and better serv-
ice. And yesterday (on

US-CHINA TRADE WAR

Will try hard to reach a ‘phase one’ deal, says China

STELLAQIU&RYANWOO
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 21

CHINA WILL strive toreach anini-
tial trade agreement with the US
as both sides keep communica-
tion channels open, the Chinese
Commerce Ministry said
Thursday, in an attempt to allay
fears talks might be unravelling.
China is willing to work with
the United States to resolve each
other’s core concerns on the basis
of equality and mutual respect,
and will try hard toreach a “phase
one” deal, Gao Feng, spokesman
at the ministry, told reporters.
“This is in line with the inter-
ests of both China and the United
States,and of the world,” Gao said.
Economists warn that the pro-

longed trade dispute between
China and the United States is es-
calating risks to the global econ-
omy by disrupting supply chains,
discouraging investment and
dampening business confidence.
Completion of a phase one
deal could slide into next year,
trade experts and people close to
the White House told Reuters pre-
viously, as Beijing presses for more
extensive tariff rollbacks and the
US administration counters with
heightened demands of its own.
China hasinvited top US trade
negotiators for a new round of
face-to-face talks in Beijing, the
Wall Street Journal reported on
Thursday, citing unnamed
sources, adding Beijing hopes the
round of talks can take place be-
fore next Thursday’s Thanksgiving

hpigptrﬂ.ﬂﬁl 55. COM

“We have examples

of 2-3 sectors such

as telecom and aviation
where usheringin
private participation has
led to customers
benefiting from price
cuts, efficiency, and
better service”

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN
UNION PETROLEUM MINISTER

Wednesday), several reformist
decisions were taken.”

BPCL will give buyers ready
access to 14 per cent of India’s oil

@ KEY POINTS

China is willing to work

with the US to resolve
core concerns, Commerce
Ministry said

China has invited top

US trade negotiators
for a new round of face-
to-face talks in Beijing,
the Wall Street Journal
reported on Thursday

US officials have

indicated they would
be willing to meet in
person but have not
committed to a date

refining capacity and about one-
fourth of the fuel marketing infra-
structure in the world’s fastest-
growing energy market.

It, however, will be sold after
carving out Numaligarh Refinery
from its portfolio and given to a
public sector unit. “Numaligarh
refinery was set up as per Assam
Accord and it will remain a public
sector unit. Assam Chief Minister
had requested Prime Minister to
retain public sector character of
Numaligarh Refinery and that has
been accepted,” he said.

Pradhan, however, did not say
if IOC or Oil India Ltd, which al-
ready has a stake in the refinery

holiday in the United States.

US officials have indicated
they would be willing to meet in
person but have not committed
toadate, the report said, and they
would bereluctant to travel for the
talks unless China makes it clear
it would make commitments on
intellectual property protection,
forced technology transfers and
agricultural purchases.

Global equities retreated on
Thursday due to concerns that the
‘phase one’ deal would be delayed.
The trade jitters also sent the 10-
year US Treasury yield down to
near its lowest levels in three
weeks. The Chinese yuan also
softened against the dollar.

Officials from Beijing had sug-
gested that Chinese President Xi
Jinping and US counterpart

and also supplies crude oil to it,
will take over the unit.

“The details have to be worked
out,” he said. “Finance Minister
(Nirmala Sitharaman) has stated
that the privatisation of BPCL will
happen this fiscal and we hope to
adhere to the timeline.”

Asked if public sector units
will be allowed to bid for the
government’s 53.29 per cent
stake, he said: “Nitty gritty and
details of the disinvestment
process will have to be worked
out but when I say the govern-
ment has no business to be in
business, it is indicative of possi-
ble future course of action.”

Donald Trump might sign a deal
in early December. Some experts
said the next date to watch was
December 15, when US tariffs on
about $156 billion in Chinese
goods are set to take effect, includ-
ing holiday giftitems such as elec-
tronics and Christmas decora-
tions.

In a dinner speech in Beijing
Wednesday, Chinese Vice Premier
Liu He said he was “cautiously op-
timistic” on a phase one deal,
Bloomberg News said, citing peo-
ple who attended the event.

Liu, China’s chief negotiator at
the trade talks, separately told one
an attendee that he was “con-
fused” about the USdemands, but
was confident the first phase of a
deal could be completed never-
theless, Bloombergsaid. REUTERS

PSU stake sale
to strengthen
firms, says Ficci

New Delhi: Industry body
Ficci on Thursday hailed the
government’s go-ahead to
the sale of its stake in PSU’s
BPCL, SCIL and Concor stat-
ing that the move would
strengthen the perform-
ance of these firms and
bring in fresh investments
for both modernisation and
expansion. PTI
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FinMin: 2.5 lakh-cr
of loans disbursed
by PSBs in October

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

PUBLIC SECTOR banks (PSBs) dis-
bursed arecord Rs 2.52 lakh crore
of loans during the festive month
of October, as the Centre had
asked PSBs to conduct special
credit deployment programmes
in 400 districts in two phases.
State-owned lenders disbursed Rs
2,52,589 crore of loans during the
month through special camps in
37Adistricts and throughall other
branches, the Finance Ministry
said Thursday.

As much as Rs 1,05,599 crore
was given towards new term
loans, while Rs 46,800 crore was
disbursed as new working capital
loans. So, fresh lending, including
new term loans, was 60 per cent of
the total disbursement, it said.

In order to boost credit avail-
ability in the economy, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
in September asked banks to
reach out to customers and hold
special credit disbursal camps
while keeping in mind prudential
norms. Under her direction, out-
reach camps or loan melas were
conducted across 374 districts
across the country during October.

Credit to NBFCs during the
monthwasRs 19,627.26 crore, the
statement said. Credit deploy-
ment programmes were con-
ducted by banks in participation
with private banks and NBFCs in
226 districts from October 1-9in
Phase-I and 148 districts from
October 21-25 in Phase-IL.

“PSBs actively reached out to
their customers in these camps
and made concerted efforts to-
wards activities such as sanction-
ing of loans as per prudential
norms, opening of accounts along
with Aadhaar and mobile seeding
of accounts, and popularising
BHIM app. The drive also simulta-
neously galvanised similar out-
reach efforts in individual
branches of PSBs i.e. outside the
camps,” the Ministry said.

As per the data released, cor-
porates availed the maximum of
Rs 1.22 lakh crore of loans during
October 2019, followed by agricul-
ture loans (Rs 40,504 crore) and
MSMEs (Rs 37,210 crore). Home
loans worth Rs 12,166 crore were
given by banks while vehicle loans
stood at Rs 7,058 crore. Out of the
total credit, Rs 19,627.26 crore was
given to NBFCs, the co-origination
alone was to the tune of Rs
15,297.18 crore and pool buyout
was Rs 1,453.13 crore.

While corporates took the
most loans in October from PSU
banks, separate data by the Res-
erve Bank shows that growth in
bank credit to industries slowed
to2.7 per centin September — the
lowest in the last 12 months. This
is after having recovered earlier
this year to hit a four-and-a-half
year high of 6.9 per cent in April.
The RBI data showed that gross
bank credit, too, grew by just 8.2
per centin September — the low-
est in 22 months. Gross bank
credit saw double digit year-on-
year growth in each of the months
between April 2018 and July 2019.

Proactive monitoring,
traceability of original
sender to be in I'T rules

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THEIT Ministry, in Rajya Sabhaon
Thursday, said it will amend the
Information Technology (Inter-
mediaries Guidelines)Rules, 2011
notified under Section 79 of the IT
Act,including mandates for inter-
mediaries to trace the original
sender of messages and proactive
monitoring. The Ministry received
171 comments and 80 counter
comments on the draft of the
amendments, according to the
Ministry’s response to a question
by Congress MP P Bhattacharya.
“Key features of proposed
amendments in the due diligence
to be followed by intermediaries
are; (i) periodically informing the
users for compliance of rules &
regulations, users agreement &
privacy policy, (ii) traceability of
the originator of the information,
(iii) significant intermediaries
having more than 501lakh users to
have an office in India and to ap-
point anodal officer for liaisoning
with law enforcement agencies,
(iv) removal of malicious content
in 24 hours uponreceiving a court
order or when notified by appro-
priate government, (v) deploy-
ment of technology based auto-
mated tools or appropriate
mechanisms for proactively iden-
tifying and removing or disabling
public access to unlawful informa-
tion or content, etc,” the IT
Ministry response stated.
Responding to a calling atten-
tion notice in Rajya Sabhalast year
on the “misuse of social media

The IT Ministry received
171 comments and 80
counter comments on
the draft of the
amendments, as per the
Ministry’s response toa
query by Congress MPP
Bhattacharya

platforms and spreading of fake
news”, the Ministry,in December
last, released adraft of its interme-
diary guidelines amendments.

The draft stated that the inter-
mediary must provide informa-
tionrequested by the government
within 72 hours,and “enable trac-
ing out of such originator of infor-
mation on its platform as may be
required by government agencies
who are legally authorised”.

“The Intermediary shall de-
ploy technology based automated
tools or appropriate mechanisms,
with appropriate controls, for
proactively identifying and re-
moving or disabling publicaccess
to unlawful information or con-
tent,” it further stated.

In an ongoing Supreme Court
case involving WhatsApp and
Facebook, the IT Ministry has sub-
mitted that they will update these
laws by January 15.

When the draft law was re-
leased, WhatsApp said publicly
that, if notified, they would require
a complete re-design of the plat-
form, threatening their highly-
coveted encrypted features.

Would be foolish to state that in last ten
years we haven’t made mistakes: SBI MD

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 21

STATE BANK of India (SBI) does
not “mind” its lower stock valua-
tion compared to aleaner private
sector players due to state owner-
ship and social sector focus, but
admitted thatit needs toimprove
on commercial decisions.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by former Sebi chief M
Damodaran here on Thursday,
Arijit Basu,a managing director at
SBI, also conceded that the bank
has erred on some business deci-
sions and cannot attribute those
to social compulsions.

SBI's market capitalisation on
Friday stood at alow Rs 2.95 lakh
crore, which is just about 42 per-
cent of private sector HDFC Bank’s
Rs 7,02 lakh crore, while SBI's loan-

“On the commercial
part,as abankwe

feel that thereis scope
toimprove... *

ARIJIT BASU
MANAGING DIRECTOR,
STATE BANK OF INDIA

book is Rs 22.48 lakh crore, and
the same for HDFC Bank is under
Rs 9lakh crore.

“If our market cap is slightly
lower ... we do not mind that. We
are absolutely fine with that,” Basu
said and partly blamed it on gov-
ernment ownership, which plays
animportant partin the market’s
calls on valuations and asserted
that the bank is proud of its work
on the social uplift frontand infra-
structure building because of the
state ownership.

But he was quick to add that
SBlis a “commercial organisation
with a difference ... we have to
start with the premise that certain
objectives of the government of
the day and for the society at large,
cannot be done away with,” he
said, adding organisations like SBI
exist due to societal challenges.

He, however, conceded that
some commercial decisions taken
by the bank in the past decade
have been wrong and it cannot
blame the social sector mandates
for such decisions. “On the com-
mercial part,as abank we feel that
there is scope to improve. While
there have been ecosystem prob-
lems, we would be foolish to state
that in the last 10 years, we have
not made mistakes in our busi-
ness itself as those were taken
with no social compulsion at all,”
he added.
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OPTSTOSTAY OUT OF EUROPE-LED BUDAPEST CONVENTION

On global cybercrime, India votes
in favour of Russia-led resolution

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AS INDIA’S domestic data laws
continue to hang in the balance,
the country has remained non-
committal in the international
arena, watching a clear cleavage
with Russiaand Chinaonone side
and the US and EU on the other.

This week, India maintained
its status as anon-member of the
Europe-led Budapest Convention,
even as it voted in favour of a
Russian-led UN resolution to set
up a separate convention, sources
told The Indian Express.

The Russian proposal entitled
“Countering the use of informa-
tion and communications tech-
nologies for criminal purposes”
passed in the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) Third
Committee 88-58, with 34 absen-
tations,on Monday. The proposal,
which India voted in favour of; cre-
ates a committee to convene in
August 2020 in New York to estab-
lish a new treaty through which
nation-states can coordinate and
share data to prevent cybercrime.

For years, the Russian-led
campaign for a cybercrime con-
vention in the UN has been
framed in direct opposition to a
separate treaty: the Council of

Europe’s (CoE) Cybercrime
Convention — also known as the
Budapest Convention — which
has eagerly called for Indian par-
ticipation since its formation in
2001 tono avail.

This year’s 56-member
Budapest Convention, with strong
support fromthe USand its allies,
is underway in Strasbourg from
November 20-22.The convention
is the sole legally binding multi-
lateral treaty that coordinates cy-
bercrime investigations between
nation-states and criminalises
certain cybercrime conduct. India
was represented by a senior offi-
cial of the National Cyber Security
Coordinator in the Prime
Minister’s Office and an IT
Ministry-nominated police offi-
cer, but has again, decided not to
sign onto the convention.

The conference is to discuss
the formation of a Protocol to the
Budapest Convention by the end
of 2020. Almost all stakeholders
agree that the current form of
cross-border data sharing for law
enforcement through the mutual
legal assistance treaty (MLAT) is
insufficient for the digital age.
However, various sides are debat-
ing whether to revamp MLAT or
form an entirely new system for
cybercrimes. In 2018, then-Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh

proposed joining the Convention,
but was opposed by the
Intelligence Bureau(IB), which ar-
gued that data sharing with for-
eignlaw enforcement agenciesin-
fringes on national sovereignty.
India has also previously argued
thatit will not sign onto the treaty
since it was drafted without its
participation.

Russia and China have also
questioned national sovereignty
issues at the Budapest
Convention, opting to push chan-
nelsat the UN instead. This recent
UN proposal follows previous
Russian initiatives, including the
“Draft United Nations Convention
on Cooperation in Combating
Cybercrime” in 2017 todevelop a
UN convention on cybercrime.

Several human rights groups
and American entities have criti-
cised the UN proposal asaway to
extend a Chinese and Russian
form of internet governance, or
so-called “closed internet” or
“state-controlled internet.”

“Of particular concern is that
the Draft Convention proposes go-
ing far beyond what the Budapest
Convention allows for regarding
cross-border access to data, in-
cluding by limiting the ability of a
signatory to refuse to provide ac-
cess torequested data,” said a let-
ter from 36 human rights groups.

FASTags to be given away for free
till December 1 across toll plazas

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE GOVERNMENT will hand out
FASTags — the RFID-based stick-
ers forvehicles for payment of toll
automatically — for free from
November 22 to December 1 at
toll plazas. From December 1, all
toll lanes on national highways
will accept toll only electronically.

Union Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkariannounced that the

Centre will bear the Rs 150 secu-
rity deposit for each FASTag while
people will have to recharge the
tags for “top up” with their own
money. The free tags can be ob-
tained from NHAI toll booths.

“We will bear the security de-
posit amount after which people
will have to top up. Of course it will
not be given free of cost forever,”
he told reporters. Of the around
536 toll plazas, only 17 new ones
are yet to be fitted with the system
to collect toll only via FASTags.

Inthe 17 plazas, operators will
be equipped with handheld de-
vices to read FASTags. The
Ministry had earlier issued in-
structions to send out its own of-
ficials to toll plazas across India to
oversee smooth implementation
of the new systemon the ground.

Around 27,000 km of the total
around 1.4 lakh km of national
highways are under tolling. Last
fiscal, the National Highways
Authority of India collected al-
most Rs 25,000 crore in toll.

e GOVERRMERT OF TARSLHADLU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

= CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE CIRCLE,

MADURAI

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.19/2019-20/HDO/Dated 21.11.2019

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu Schedule
Tender, tender through online only by the Supennlending
Engineer (H) C&M, Madurai Circle for the work of “Initial
Rectification including Widening, Strengthening, Improvements
and Performance Based Maintenance for 60 Months in 188,215
Kms. of Stata Highways and 360.272 Kms. of Majore District

‘NOTE BAN, ILL-TIMED GST ARE STRUCTURAL HITS TO ECONOMY’

Centre must devise mechanism for
GST compensation: West Bengal FM

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 21

“If there is no money in
the fund, calla GST
Council meeting and tell

WEST BENGAL Finance thestatestheway
Minister Amit Mitra on forward,”
Thursday said that it was for

AMIT MITRA

the Central government to de-
vise a mechanism for payment
of compensation to states un-
der goods and services tax
(GST), if the fund set up for the
purpose runs dry, as the rele-
vant law is silent on an alterna-
tive mechanism.

Mitra said that five states
(Delhi, Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Kerala and Punjab) alone had
dues worth nearly Rs 10,000
crore for the August-September
period. “The compensation

PM to auditors:
Find innovative
methods to

check frauds

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Thursday exhorted auditors to
develop technical tools to check
frauds and improve efficiency in
government departments as well
asplayaroleinmaking Indiaa $5-
trillion economy.

Modi also emphasised that
the government wants to move to
evidence-backed policy making
by 2022 and the Comptroller of
Auditor General (CAG) can con-
tribute as a think tank by focusing
on big data analysis.

“We must challenge the
frauds. Bothinternal and external
auditors need to find innovative
methods to catch frauds. We must
need to encourage the core values
of auditors for the same,” Modi
said while addressing a conclave
of the CAG on transforming audit
and assurance in a digital world.

Modi said India is moving to-
wards a $5-trillion economy tar-
getand “you (auditors) have a big
role in the same. Whatever you
will do directly affect our policy
making, efficiency, decision-mak-
ing, business, investment, ease of
doing business and more”.

FINANCE MINISTER, WEST BENGAL

dues for all states together till
October could well be around
Rs 40,000 crore,” he added. On
Wednesday, these states had
claimed that the Centre had de-
layed compensation payment
to them, which should have
been paid by October-end.
According to government
data, the amount collected un-
der compensation cess fund for

the April-October period is at
Rs 56,000 crore. The govern-
ment has so far disbursed
about Rs 45,000 crore for the
first four months (April-July) of
the fiscal.

“If there is no money in the
fund, call a GST Council meeting
and tell the states the way for-
ward,” Mitra said. Responding
to a query on whether the pay-
ment deferment was restricted
to non-BJP ruled states, Mitra
said that he had spoken to fi-
nance minister of three BJP-
ruled states and they confirmed
that no payment had been
made to them either.

Under the GST regime, the
central government has pro-
vided states with a constitu-

tional guarantee that their GST
revenue growth of 14 per cent
year-on-year would be pro-
tected for a period of five year.
This would be achieved by
bridging the revenue shortfall
from the fund which consists of
collection from cess levied on
luxury and sin items.

This guarantee “was a nec-
essary enabler in states agree-
ing to subsume their fiscal sov-
ereignty into GST,” the state
finance ministers had said.

Mitra also called demoneti-
sation and an ill-timed GST
implementation as structural
hits to the economy, which
could see a yearly GDP growth
fall below 5 per cent for the cur-
rent fiscal. FE

‘Sony in talks to buy Networkl8 Media stake’

REUTERS
BENGALURU/MUMBAI,NOV 21

JAPAN'’S SONY Corpisin talks to
buy a stake in India’s Network18
Media & Investments Ltd,
Bloombergreported on Thursday.
Shares of TV18 Broadcast Ltd,
the broadcast arm of the Network
18 group, jumped 10 per cent.
Network18'’s portfolio in-
cludes VH1, Nickelodeon, MTV,
CNBCTV18and arange of otherlo-

cal language channels, as well as
news portals such as Firstpostand
Moneycontroland news channels
CNN-News18 and CNBCTV18.
The media company and its af-
filiates have a 13.4 per cent share
of India’s TV viewership, the com-
pany’s latest annual report
showed. Network18 is controlled
through various subsidiaries of
oil-to-telecoms conglomerate
Reliance Industries Ltd. The me-
dia house hasa marketvalue of 27
billion rupees ($376 million),

Refinitiv data showed.

Sony is conducting due dili-
gence and considering several po-
tential deal options, Bloomberg
reported, citing people familiar
with the matter.

A Reliance Industries
spokesman declined to comment
on the Bloomberg report, saying
that the company “evaluates var-
ious opportunities on an ongoing
basis.” Sony did not immediately
respond to Reuters request for
comment.

Over 200 economists, academicians
urge govt to release NSSO data, reports

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

OVER 200 economists and acade-
micians have asked the Centre to
release data of all surveys and re-
ports, including results of the Con-
sumer Expenditure Survey 2017-
18, completed by the National
Sample Survey Office (NSSO).

According to some reports, the
2017-18 Consumer Expenditure
Survey shows a sharp decline in
average consumptionand the sur-
vey results are not being released
because they support other evi-
dence that the economy is experi-
encing adownturn, they said ina
statement.

In the interest of
transparency and
accountability, all data
must be released
without delay, they said

The economists and academi-
cians who issued the statement,
include A Vaidyanathan and
Abhijit Sen (former members of
erstwhile Planning Commission),
Biswajit Dhar (JNU), Dilip
Mookherjee (Boston University),
Maitreesh Ghatak (LSE), Prabhat
Patnaik (Emeritus Professor, JNU),
and Thomas Piketty (Paris School
of Economics).
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“It should be noted that con-
sumption surveys are known to
give results that diverge from
macroeconomic estimates of the
National Accounts,” they said.

In the interest of trans-
parency and accountability, all
data must be released without
delay and irrespective of what
the results are. The government
may wish to defend itself against
interpretations of the statistics
thatit disagrees with,” the state-
ment said. But this is best-done
through technical papers and
seminars. To prevent release of
data thatare adverse, and diverge
from its own understanding, is
“neither transparent nor techni-
cally sound”, it added.

_ BRIEFLY __

‘$5-tntarget

out of question’

Ahmedabad: Stating that the
economy is in bad shape,
former Reserve Bank gover-
nor C Rangarajan Thursday
said at the current growth
rate, reaching the $5-trillion
GDP target by 2025 is “sim-
ply out of question”.

India, US trade;

‘Discussionson’

New Delhi: India and the US
are in talks to resolve trade
issues and both New Delhi
and Washington hope to
find an early solution, For-
eign Ministry spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said Thur-
sday. “Discussions have
been going on between the
twosides,” he told reporters.

‘Global growth
tobe 10-yrlow’

Paris: The world economy is
projected to grow by a
decade-low 2.9 per cent this
year and next, the
Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Devel-
opment’s(OECD)Economic
Outlook said. REUTERS

L&TCEO-MD
winsaward

Mumbai: Larsen & Toubro
(L&T)CEO and managing di-
rector SN Subrahmanyan
hasbeen conferred with the
IIM-JRD Tata Award for
Excellence in Corporate
Leadership in Metallurgical
Industries. Union Steel
Minister = Dharmendra
Pradhan presented the
award at the 57th National
Metallurgists’ Day held at
Kovalam in Kerala recently.

Experionto

launch township

New Delhi: Real estate group
Experion announced the
launch of Experion Virsa, a
93.5-acre integrated town-
ship. To be located on GT
Road, NH-44, the project
will have access todomestic
and international airports,
railway station and
Harmandir Sahib. ENS

ICRA forecasts GDP growth
to fall to 4.7% in Q2 of FY20

Roads in Sivagangal (Construction and Maintenance) Division,

(E-Tendeting Moda Galy)

Wlimnbal Baibvay Vs Corporainn Limiled

Sivagangal District” under CRIDP head at his office up to
2.00 p.m. (as per office clock) on 13.01.2020 in respact of
sivagangai (H), C&M Division.

Details of works, approximatae value of works, EMD, availability
of tender documents and all other details are available from
29.11.2019 onwards
https:/itntenders.gov.in

in the Government
If any Changes / Correclions in the
tender, itwill ba published in the above Government websita only,

DIPRM4SUTENDERRIDTG

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)
C&M, MADURAI CIRCLE
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Kokata: Icra Monday said it expects fur-
ther deteriorationinIndia’s GDP growth
to 4.7 per cent in Q2 of FY20, due to
weakening momentum in industry.
The agency also forecast India’s gross
value added (GVA)atbasic pricesin year-
on-year basis to4.5 per cent respectively
in the quarter ending September of
FY2020.The GDP and GVA were 5.0 per
cent and 4.9 per cent respectively in Q1
and agriculture and services may main-

quarter,an Icra statement said Thursday.

Aditi Nayar, principal economist, Icra
said, “Icraexpects the GVA growth tode-
clineto4.5 per centin Q2 of FY2020 from
4.9 per cent in Q1 of FY2020, primarily
led by industry.” With subdued domes-
tic demand, investment activity, and
non-oil merchandise exports weighing
upon volume expansion, manufactur-
ing growthis expected to decelerate fur-
ther from the marginal 0.6 per centin Q1
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tain the growth rate recorded in the first

of FY20, the statement said. PTI
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BANK OF EARODA

iy 3w
Bank of Barpda

B

Baroda, Mangaluru Zone,

Place : Mangaluru
Date : 22.11.2019

TENDER NOTICE

Bank of Baroda invites RFP in Two Bid systems for
following activities for offices/branches of Bank of

I. Empanelment of Reputed Service Provider for Supply,
Installation, Testing & Commissioning and AMC of security

equipment (CCTV System and Hybrid Alarm system).
2. Empanelment of Reputed Service Providers for new
supply and refilling of fire extinguishers.
3. Empanelment of reputed agencies for providing air
conditionad/non-air-conditionad cash van (large and small),

For complete details logon Banks Websita;
www. bankofbaroda.com/tenders.asp
Last date for submission; 13.12.2019 by 05:00 P,

Zonal Office [Mangalore Zone)

Vijaya Towers, LHH Road.
Mangalore 575003

sd/- General Manager
Zonal Ofhice, Mangaluru

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EX. ENGINEER (SOUTH) I
A BLOCK GREATER KAILASH | NEW DELHI-48

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 554/2019-20

N.L.T. No. 53/S-111/(2019-2020)

S. | Name of Work Estimated | Date of release of = Last date/ time of
No. Cost/ Earnest tender in e- receipt of tender
Money procurement solution through e-procurement
solution
1. [improvement of sewerage system by replacing the]  4671906/- | 2019_DJB_184170_1 © 05.12.2019
old 300mm dia sewer line by 400mm dia pipes by 93500/- 20.11.2019 upto 3:00 PM
pipe bursting method opposite Jamroodpur village
under EE(South)lll (AC-50).
2. |Improvement of sewerage system by replacing thel 4669179/~ | 2019_DJB_184170_2 @ 05.12.2019
old 300mm dia sewer line by 450mm dia sewer 93400/- 20.11.2019 upto 3:00 PM
pipe by pipe bursting method opposite Central
_School Andrews Gunj under EE(South)Ill (AC- 50)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https //govtprocurement delhi.gov.in

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH)III

Sd/-

ilpgpl:f“.:ﬂ-[:)' S5, Com

NG CMGTGRS 1397335
St Second Launch Pad Augsentation Project for Sesi Coyo Sisge 88 5050 SHAR (Construction of 4 Budldings - Chail 4

Elecircal Waiks)-Rieg.

Rol:e MITNO: CHGIC'E TEITIIG, DEIS02013
Plazse nate thefolowing chiardgn in the Medis Imaling Tards [ NIT) B the subpc mon.
Vaduo ¥ 2046 Lakhs, Period:1IManths

TAMIL NADU ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

E.N K. Samparhy Maaigal, 5° Piooe, No. 68, Colloge Fesd, TEM
Charra: - 500 006 Phone - 044 « 2824 2800,

Ermal: tender @ tedain, projectsStedn.in. Yebaie: www ieda.in
"TENDER NOTICE
Tender Reference : TEDAM072/2019 Dated: 22.11.2019

and & yoears Comprebenshes Malnlenanca of Grid Ted Rooltop
colar Power plants for a cumulabve capacity of 1.5 MWp in
various Governmeni buildings, Tamil Nadu under CAPEX
midal

DIPFlId-EI]ﬂ-"Fenderlﬁl‘H

General Manager

Rato Contract tender for Suppdy, Instalation, Commissioning |

Garden Reach Shipbuliders
& Engineers Lid.

[ st :|‘| In i Uit rakin g, Mintalry of Delancal
Ropd. Office - 43/46, Garden Reach Road. Kolkata 10 024
GIN: L35111WEB1 34 G0I00TaE1
EWW
-_Eﬁﬁawr’tﬂ of Muminium Moy Extruded I'-.':r-H
(S AR0GT TH, JdRI THE)
O Dhale for Tomdar Submission: 13 12,18 |al 13 00 Hes (15T]]
E:Publicatdon Diata: 22112018
1. Dislak wll be gvalatds in eprocuseed porsl b psSeprecgragrs oo n e Blatares
kg i i grii dn B Bope;le procune gavinicpop!

L I S STenreTi e S 12 e St ety will D pusthed b aboss wele b any

\

“In pursuit of Excellence and Quality in Shipbuilding”
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DELHI JAL BOARD GOVERNMENT OF N C.T. OF DELHIL. g PARADIP PORT TRUST
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW)-IV TENDER CALL NOTICE |
S.T.P. KONDLI, DELHI-110096 H'EE- e S
H ACCTSAVE-R-A20N% '
PRESS NIT No. 07 (201 9'20) Dated, the 19th Novembsr 2019
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PPTPRYT TR oL 2d. #. 19

COVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEFARTMENT OF SFACE
SATISH DHAWAN SPACE CENTHE SHAR
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP SRIHARIMOTA-S24124,
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2 Mo Caatription

i Rnad tar Fiead &

Fared during which B tender

1
I:II;I-I;.I.I'I'irI'l!. r,nn = rtqmﬂtld

GBE23 22D &7, 2204

1 |.|:.I I:|I'I'II'|-E|‘|I'I'I 1nfu|:4n.|dar9:-rrnn|:l-nf:i l

F:I-:-'h—r.-e* 1r3 B eond s o lende! terman urat g sd T| LT U"II.!l.IIIId":i..I Iostins A pa Lo e e ndei dgsuanenl

Imferaalad  fendemers  may  pesss elar  Delalsd  Moscs  Inedng
s ban dered 2 nd comISRO For Rether demda ped porch p3e of Sandar dooumanis W5t waw ienderwirand, o8R0 P

From: 81011550149, 10000 Hre
Tn I-1'1 .E""1 RERIE) T

J.J'1 M:L ':'1'-1l:|ll1

Ectended upts 28112668

E:IMH-II! u|!|-|:l:|- IJE-'!E-.E'[HEI

Tender  [MIT] from asshers - Whwi iSng gosiin |

Grgup Derpctor, CNG, S05C SHAR

W T Fem A

CONTAINER CORPORATICGMN OF INDIA LTD.

TV WO ey (s ereennyr e aereea) OB gl of ndla Undarisicngl
ICD, Tughlssahod, Baw Ceend - H1005
TENDER MCTICE |E:Tendering cusm Reverse Auction Mode l.'.Ir.I':.'LII
SO D inete Onilre Qigen b - Tepd=rm Do b spiem for = Term ba o Tra repertalion aed Peiel
R P Trovat s vt biand ol eool |l e 51 B0 WRLR | K gRikpuing | B g e ook TBrog g - pidarng
nodd . The bid cacemia G ey b downicaded ofter poyinsg Rx. 100001 hcugtanding o
fe roepad e e madsrwicad cam G0N )

Tetow Mo CORMNRTGTT-FL 1 M 2019

Esfimad Casl Hig | B AR s 3ararEm

Crsl o Dorereend

Perid o ha omind 'resald o  FHrecepre s
Ermies: Kicews: [eposk i's 2050 300 heraigh e-peremeni

|5.1 '{I'I epkichvi al o 'Lﬁi'f"|"l'!| 1T1'|'|:l'|'|!|'|.'r||'|"|T

R 5310 naes of 3 B 430 &bes [Henauncibe)
sy -

e oy Fracessng

0o of Sake (1w Lirs { From 27 11 26 15 00 18 15.42 SHAapis te00Am

-..:h!.1r-r.-'m| il of Ferder| X l:"-"'l'-l.-r g 19240 b

= wE— = — = wEE ——_—..'—— e E——— e —

|nI.Lu1l'|:|rI:':.'.l'l ml'l.'I:I:II. Hl:r:-cls e l:| i fa 1rr”r-.'| fliiias megulacly CORCGR
reserpa e fighl ke st ary o o the terders s aa 1 g By repain 2 Ferodl
Girnusn Gensral Menager JCACSartharn Begion




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,NOVEMBER 22,2019

A still from Goran Paskaljevic’s Despite The Fog

FIALK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

Home Truths

Serbian filmmaker Goran Paskaljevic on the
refugee crisis in Europe that shaped his latest film,
Despite The Fog, which opened the festival

ALAKA SAHANI

IFTHEY were jet-lagged or sleep-deprived, the
cast and crew of Goran Paskaljevic’s Despite
The Fog, the opening movie of the 50th
International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Goa,
didn’t show it when they turned up on
Wednesday morning to talkabout their movie.
While Paskaljevic, a renowned Serbian film-
maker, is an IFFI veteran who headed its jury
in 2013, the rest of his team was excited to be
in India for the first time. “We reached a few
hours ago and haven’t got the time to get some
sleep,” says Paskaljevic,
whose film set in Italy
deals with the refugee cri-
sis that Europe has been
grappling with.

For the 72-year-old di-
rector, the making of the
movie was triggered by a
what-if scenario. “As
Europe witnesses debates
and discussions regarding
refugees, I wondered
what would I do if I once found a child aban-
doned on the streets at night while driving
home. The answer was: Iwould bring the child
home,” recalls Paskaljevic. He added that they
raised money for the movie “little by little” as
producers from Italy, Macedonia and Serbia
came on board. “The film community is like
one family. We understand each other,” he said,
referring to his co-producers.

The film traces the drama that unfolds
when a manager of a restaurant in a small
Italian town finds an eight-year-old boy hud-
dled near a bus stop on a rainy evening. The
child had lost his parents on their way to Italy

“

i
i

on a rubber boat. Though hesitant initially,
his wife after a while wants to keep the child
in spite of opposition.

“This is an intimate story. It explores how
middle-class Europeans look at refugees.
There’s a wave of xenophobia in Europe. At
present, there is no solidarity in Europe to
end this problem. Many have forgotten that
they themselves were once refugees in
Spain, France and the US. People generally
don’t want to leave their homes, friends and
culture unless they are pushed to that point.
Many of them migrate to escape the horrors
of war, and wars are created by Western

powers. This problem

might not end unless

Tf } we start thinking about
018 our future and not just
our immediate pres-
Emh ent,” says the film-

International  maker, who has made
i § 30 documentaries and

. Film Festival 18 feature films.
In 2013, Paskaljevic
ﬂf |F'I=d | EI'GIH had forged a friendship
with actor Victor Ban-

erjee, his co-juror at IFFL. Later on, the Serbian
director made a feature film Dev Bhoomi
(2017) with Banerjee in the lead. The movie
is set in Uttarakhand where the actor has a
home. “Dev Bhoomi was my love letter to
India,” the director adds.

Paskaljevic, however, wonders if many
would watch Despite The Fog as it makes “a
political statement”. “Through the movie,
I'm criticising growing fascism in the soci-
ety,” he says. The director is accompanied
by co-producer Mariella Li Sacchi, editor
Uros Timotijevic, actor Ali Mousa Sarhan
and others.

Cast Away

MUSIC DIRECTOR Anu
Malik, in the face of sev-
eral #MeTooallegations
made against him has
stepped downasajudge
from the musical reality
show, Indian Idol. A
source shared withindi-
anexpress.com, “After numerous social media
outbursts and negative trends, AnuMalik de-
cided to step out of the show. He also shared

how he is mentally disturbed at the moment.
Anu recently met the makers and shared his
decision with them, and they agreed to him
quitting his post as a judge. The channel is now
on the lookout for a replacement.” Earlier in
the week, Malik issued a denial of the allega-
tions on social media. He wrote: “It has been
over a year thatI have been accused of some-
thing that I haven’t done. I have been silent
all this while as I was waiting for the truth to
surface on its own. But I realise that my
silence on the matter has been misconstrued
as my weakness.”

SNAPSHOTS -
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‘Cinemajis a
universal medium’

APPLAUDING THE power of a “darkened
hall” that brings people of all castes,
colour and creed together, actor
Amitabh Bachchan on Thursday pitched
cinema as the strongest integrator
against systems which divide people on
the lines of colour, caste and religion. “I
hope we continue to make films that
can bring people together and disinte-

grate this rather odd system of keeping
sides due to colour, caste and religion,
bringing us all into one community,
making us hold hands together to ap-
preciate our creativity and take a step
forward in making this world a peace-
ful place,” Bachchan said at the inaugu-
ral session of the Indian Panorama sec-
tion during the ongoing 50th edition of
IFFI, which will have 26 feature films
and 15 non-feature films.

“I have always felt that cinema is a
universal medium, one that is beyond
language and all kinds of factors that keep
coming in our social and moral lives.
When we ssit inside the darkened hall, we
never ask for the caste, creed and colour
or religion of the person sitting next to
us,” Bachchan added, “Yet we enjoy the
same films, we sing the same songs,
laugh at the same jokes, cry at the same
emotions. There are very few mediums
left in this fast-disintegrating world that
can claim such integration.” ENS

‘Huge deterioration in the quality of

realistic filmmakers’

FILMMAKER PRIYADARSHAN com-
plained of a deterioration in the quality of
realistic filmmabkers as he spoke on films
being made in India. He chaired the jury
for the feature-length films
in the flagship Indian
Panorama section at IFFL
“We found a huge deterio-
ration in the quality of re-
alistic filmmakers now in
India.Itis the opinion of the
jury,” he spoke at the press
meet. He added that of the
314 films, “at least 50 per
cent were of bad quality”.
He was though quick to assure that
those chosen were deserving. “We, 12
people (in the jury), have different aesthet-
ics, sense of appreciation, and social and
economic environment. We all grew upin
adifferent environment, but somewhere,

we were all experts in our own films and
we could come to a conclusion about all
20 films and I believe that those 20 films
are really deserving of selection,” he said,
adding that movies which
couldn’t make the cut had
good content were bad in
quality. The jury watched 314
movies and the entire
process took 30 days, before
shortlisting 20 films.

“During our days, it was
very difficult to get behind a
camera, because you needed
to struggle alot — get trained, be an assis-
tant, (and work as) a writer or maybe an
editor to become what you do... toreally
handle a film of your own. Today every-
one carries a camera in their pocket. So,
they are all shooting and making what
they have in mind,” he said. ENS

In Memoriam

i AMEMORIAL meeting
is being held for PS
Krishnan, former sec-
retary to the Gove-
rnment of India.
Krishnan is remem-
bered for his work to
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empower the Sched-
uled Castes and Tribes in India. on
November 23, 4 pm, at Chinmaya Mission
Auditorium. RSVP at shajinebe@ gmail.com

Counter Point

A film on power and identity presents
contradictions that existin all of us

SHINY VARGHESE

AT THE Kozhikode, Kerala, campus of CREST
(Centre for Research and Education for Social
Transformation), post-graduate students
from Dalit and Adivasi communities are
trained in mastering soft skills, honing the
English language, and given avenues to ex-
press themselves. Filmmaker Lalit Vachani’s
latest documentary Recasting Selves captures
the position these students like to present of
themselves and the world around them, de-
spite the social inequalities that seem toride
alongside them. It premiered at the Urban
Lens Film Festival recently, which was hosted
by Indian Institute of Human Settlements and
Goethe-Institut, New Delhi.

The 80-minute film opens with shots of
the city and advertisement flyers about spo-
ken English tutorials and training for civil
service exams. Recasting Selves was initially
filmed in 2016, a few months after the suicide
of PhD student Rohith Vemula in Hyderabad.
It’s against this backdrop that we see the re-
sponses of the students at CREST, who do not
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Astill from the film

want to carry the label of being a Dalit or a
scheduled tribe. While the students initially
struggle to make presentations in English to-
wards the end of the film, their assertion of
who they are and what they wantto be, is not
only telling of a certain denial of caste discrim-
ination that exists in Kerala but also the con-
tradictions that confront them.

Sanjay Srivastava, who conceptualised the
film, says, “I was trying to see how caste is un-

derstood. How do young people from such
backgrounds imagine caste? While Ambe-
dkar and Dalit politics is one part, what hap-
pens to young people who are exposed to var-
ious media and television?”

The filmis made in an observational style,
and does not offer any explicit commentary
on the kind of lessons the students are ex-
posed to — be it learning to formally shake
hands or sing Harry Belafonte’s Banana boat.
The film pans between classroom sessions
and their homes in scenic backdrops of the
Nilambur Valley. These students who belong
to the Aranadan tribal community have par-
ents who have been daily-wage labourers or
food gatherers, and their struggle to find
meaning in their lives and dreams are anno-
tated by this need to go beyond their ownre-
ality. While much of the film is a linear nar-
ration, the arcin the storytelling happensina
theatre workshop where the students make
a choice between presenting a play on
Vemula or on the issue of migrant workers
and theirimpact on Kerala’s socio-economic
fabric. The disdain they have for these mi-
grants emerge in their final performance.

“The way they react to another margin-
alised group makes for a counter view. This
contradiction is something all of us occupy.
There’s no attempt to pass judgement be-
cause we ourselves are full of contradictions.
How is it fair for us and not for them,” says
Srivastava, a professor of Sociology at the
Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi.

Many Shades

THE NATIONAL Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA) presents a showcase of
Outdoor Sketching Sessions 2019, an
initiative of the Delhi Collage of Art. The
session will be mentored by Ashwani
Kumar Prithviwasi. The sessions include
sketching, freehand drawing, perspec-
tive and important keypoints, water-
colours and crayons. At NGMA, near
India Gate, from November 24 to
December 1. Entry is free.
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(FOING GREEN

British band Coldplay (pictured) have delayed all tours for
their latest album, Everyday Life, until “they can develop
carbon-neutral concerts”. American singer-songwriter
Billie Eilish, too, had earlier announced that she wishes to
make her concerts as green as possible.

Article of Faith

What a withdrawal of a new picture book,
The Art of Tying a Pug, which has run into
trouble with a section of the Sikh community,
means for India’s children’s writers

PAROMITACHAKRABARTI

THIS BOOK is about the thing it says on
the cover” — announces the opening page
of Natasha Sharma and Priya Kuriyan’s
just-published picture book The Art of
Tying a Pug. What follows is a delightful
account of just that — a young boy in a
patka trying out his father’s instructions
on how to tie a perfect pagdi — on his pug.
The book, published by Chennai-based
Karadi Tales, and Sharma’s tribute to her
turbanned grandfathers and father, has
run into trouble with a section of the Sikh
community forits apparent intent to hurt
religious sentiments, leading the pub-
lisher to withdraw the book from its cat-
alogue and de-list it from online com-
mercial platforms.

In a Facebook post, Karadi Tales an-
nounced: “...Yesterday, we made the dif-
ficult decision to withdraw this new book
The Art of Tying a Pug...
The book was ...in-
tended to foster open-
mindedness and re-
spect for the Sikh
community and their
traditions. While it re-
ceived glowing en-
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Amritsar, and presidents of Gurudwara
Sahib, T Nagar, and Gurudwara Sahib,
Tambaram, Chennai.

“So, I took the call to withdraw the
book because, as a publisher, I consider
the well-being of my writers and illustra-
tors to be my responsibility,” she says. In
a career spanning nearly 25 years,
Viswanath says this is the first time that
she has faced something like this.

While Mumbai-based Sharma, 42,
author of some very popular children’s
books such as Icky, Yucky, Mucky and
Princess Easy Pleasy was not available for
comment, Bengaluru-based Kuriyan, 38,
its illustrator, said that the decision to
withdraw the book was taken consensu-
ally. “The problem s that if we continued
to publish the book, there is no assurance
of our safety. Both Natasha and I had been
working on the book for the last two
years. Natasha belongs to the Sikh com-
munity, she modelled the character on
her father. Alot of love
and labour went into
creating this book. It’s
unfortunate that a chil-
dren’s book would run
into such a barrier
without people even
having read it. Perhaps,

dorsements  from {Iﬂ? ' . ' what we really need
many readers includ- ﬂ!”‘ﬂ % now is a humour rights
ing other Sikhs, Karadi “ il lawyer,” she says.

Tales simultaneously e For those who have
received several abus- read the slim primer on
esand threats fromth-  (Top left) Natasha Sharma; how to tie a pagdi, the
osewhoobjectedtothe  (right) Priya Kuriyan; an controversy seems su-
wordplayandthecover  illustration from the book perfluous. “It’s a won-
image. After careful derful introduction to
considerationand con- the culture. The after-

cern for the creators, we decided to with-
draw this book across all channels...”

The trouble, says Shobha
Vishwanath, co-founder and publishing
director of Karadi Tales, began when they
were invited to the second edition of the
Vizag Junior Literary Fest last week,
where they were planning to formally
launch the book. A member of the local
gurdwara, who was invited to launch the
book, took exception to Sharma'’s use of
the abbreviation “pug” for pagdi. “He
said that he would not allow the launch,
nor allow the organisers to sell the book
at the venue and called for banning the
book,” says Vishwanath. Sharma and
Vishwanath withdrew from the festival,
hoping to settle matters through dia-
logue. But soon, it snowballed into a big-
ger protest, with calls for legal action and
individuals threatening them with bod-
ily harm on social media.

“Even as we were seeking legal coun-
sel and discussing the way forward, we
were hit by legal notices and call for bans
from several organisations and individ-
uals,” says Viswanath. Some of the com-
plainants, she says, included Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Of Kappa and Curry

The home-style food at Kerala Cafe Restaurant will
appeal to both Malayalis and non-Malayalis

POOJAPILLAI

MAYURVIHAR'S Kerala
Cafe has, for many
years, been something
of an institution. It’s
where the homesick
Malayali goes for those
much-needed, thera-
peutic doses of puttu
and kadala curry oregg
curry and matta rice.
Over time, this small East Delhi joint has gained
quite a following, as even non-Malayalis dis-
covered the joys of its delicious, well-priced
food. Now, this once hole-in-the-wall eatery
has opened as a restaurant with enough seat-
ing for 15 people. It’s not a lot, but those who
have enjoyed Kerala Cafe’s food mostly via
takeaway and delivery will be relieved to know
that now, at least, there’s enough space to sit
down at this modest eatery and enjoy a Kerala-
style meal, hot and fresh from the kitchen.

FooDp
REVIEW

Offerings at the restaurant Abhinav Saha

We had lunch here one Saturday after-
noon; it wasn’t crowded, because it was post
3pm, a Malayalam movie was playing on the
small TV perched on the wall and we were in-
vited to sit and laze over our lunch for as long
aswe wanted. Inmany other places of this size,
the impatience of the serving and kitchen staff
is understandable when customers stroll in af-

word speaks of the tenets of Guru Gobind
Singh that mark the identity of the com-
munity. There is little scope to misunder-
stand its intent,” says writer Bijal Vachh-
arajani, who has pitched her support
behind the writers and the publisher.

Who gets to act as cultural gatekeeper
for books for children is a question that
has long plagued the global publishing
industry, particularly because a lot of chil-
dren's books on diversity are panned for
their content. It also raises the question
whether giving in to demands of rescind-
ing a book s also an acquiescence to cul-
tural bullying. “In a much safer world,
where social media did not wield the
power it does, if such a thing were to hap-
pen, it would have been easier to handle
it through dialogue. But we don't live in
an ideal world. As a publisher, [ com-
pletely understand their decision, but
there are other ways of standing up to the
bullies. One of them is to stand by the
book as areader and thatis whatIintend
to do,” says Richa Jha, writer and pub-
lisher, Pickle Yolk Books, who has started
a social media hashtag, #bringback-
thepug in solidarity with the team be-
hind the book.

ter lunchtime as it cuts into their
downtime. Still, the staff at Kerala Cafe didn’t
hurry us through.

The food itself, of course, is the main rea-
son we will return. Our kappa (steamed and
mashed tapioca) was served with a meen
(fish) curry thatlooked dangerously spicy but
was, in fact, well-balanced in heat. The rich,
oily flavour of the surmai (king mackerel) cut
through the sourness of the tamarind-based
curry and paired very well with the mildness
of tapioca. We also had a set of three fluffy
dosas with one of the best chicken roasts
we've had in a long while: the meat was soft
and well-cooked, and masala it was coated in
was well-fried and aromatic.

This is a restaurant which offers more op-
tions for meat and fish eaters than it does to
vegetarians, but you can’'t go wrong with the
set vegetarian meal they offer at lunch. Our
generous heap of rice was accompanied by
sambar, avial (mixed vegetables with co-
conut), cherupayar thoran (mung bean stir-
fry) and pineapple pachadi (pineapple lightly
cooked with coconut and yogurt). Except the
sambar - which could have used a little more
tamarind and asafoetida - everything was
pitch-perfect, and, together with crisp pap-
padams, made for a very satisfying meal.
ADDRESS: D-29A, Acharya Niketan,
Mayur Vihar Phase 1
MEALFORTWO: Rs 800
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ACROSS Down

1  Good man held in ridicule 1  He'sused to handling see-
comes to blows, perhaps(5) through materials (7)

4  Itmaybe smoked and eaten 2 Gooff quietly, as a thief will
with butter (4,3) do?(54)

8  Girlreturns a greeting(3) 3 Mormon’s founder was even

9  Stiff- but relaxing (9) inold age (5)
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Charitable giving is Most of the storm
the order of the day. clouds should now
Somehow, in some have dispersed,
way, you must put allowing you to deal

yourself out on behalf of

your fellow man. Expect
welcome family news, partly
thanks to the Moon’s alignment
with Jupiter, even if your

hopes are raised too high for

effectively with personal and
financial matters. However,
certain vague fears and worries
are likely to persist until next
week. Realise that these may
be groundless - and get

Tl JUST SHEAK UP BEHIHD
THE SWIMGS HERE, AND WHEN,
MOE'S HOT LODKiNG, TWL
UM UR GRAE THE TRUCK
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atime. whatever support and
reassurance you need.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Although current SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
planetary aspects are Forall your
rather exciting, you preoccupation with
are probably past rights and principles
your period of peak activity. youseemtobe
- - - Briefly you'll return to a more strangely reluctant to allow other
THIS PLATGROUMD SHOULD measured and sedate lifestyle, people the same degree of

MACHINES LIKE THEY RRIE

which could come as
something of a relief. The real
reason is that you've changed.
Quite simply, you're more

freedom that you demand for
yourself. In these circumstances it
is hardly surprising that they
should complain. They’ll be happy

HAYE OME OF THOSE
AITOMATIC AHSURARCE

in control. toknow thatyou're listening.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Family relationships Everyone around
are possibly the most you seems to have
important part of some complaint or
your life,and now other, and you may

thatyou are in the final feel weighed down by others’

approach to a set of extremely
helpful planetary alignments,
you must see to it that you are
happy with the general

moans and groans.
Unfortunately, itis part of the
Sagittarian’s burden to have to
cheer up such miserable and

situation. The details you can pessimistic people. Put a brave

10  Notallowed when sick, 4  Repairatlast(6)
having brokenaleg(7) 5  Deep hatred for a soldier, we
11 Look back with study of the hear (7)
past(5) 6 Letter used in teaching Greek
13 One who picked the winning (3)
ticket goes back for the prize 7  Startbeing awkward (5)
(6) 12 Stagestruck scriptwriter
15 Attempt to get round tea- distraught at dim star (9)
blending agreement (6) 14  Once morebuoyupa
18 and 21 Across: Time to settle company with a cash
final accounts(3,2,9) injection? (7)
19 Make-up helps mother hide 16 Longed for 1998 to end in
ablemish(7) style(7)
21 See 18 Across 17  Arule the British had (6)
23  Maninamix-up(3) 18 It's played up ordown(5)
24 Itmay appear to frighten 20 Withwhich and what one
people(7) sees(5)
25 Conveyed to Edward shortly 22 One may take a rest with this
(5) shooting stick(3)

Solutions Crossword 3968: Across: 1 Descendant, 8 Grain, 9 Placebo, 10 Origami,
11 Ethic, 12 Banish, 14 Crimea, 17 Tight, 19 Pyramid, 21 Example, 22 Tango, 23 Single
room. Down: 2 Evasion, 3 Conga, 4 Napkin, 5 Amateur, 6 Teeth, 7 Touch and go,

8 Grow better, 13 Set upon, 15 Memento, 16 Appeal, 18 Gears, 20 Rotor.

JOMBLCEDWORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Donot___the___whichwill returnagainst you - Kurdish proverb (5.,.,5)
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m by T om Armstron g sort out when the time is right. faceonit.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
YU LSk CooosE TO WOW, ALL THIS TIME | fatendtoger giveyoutheboost
{:':JME I'.JIF‘ WITH Wﬂ?ﬁ T|:| EE 1 I mw&w EEII;E @ carried away by your @ you crave, you must
- ANNOYING? ] CENOXIOUS WAS JUST ¥ emotions, yet this find a new personal
. YOL EMAL only works when you are outlet. Venus, planet of
l:_n__ SOMETIMES | [~ R PERS " -"rw o { surrounded by peoplewholove  prosperity is still creating
i e g you. If you have sceptical additional prospects for
i colleagues to convince, financial gain, especially
k please be more rational. They’ll through joint investments. But
} listen carefully if you stick to remember, the most important
| =1 the facts. consideration is emotional
| I | LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) riches, not financial.
] =1 y 24 -
: ! You are naturally AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
- = broad-minded, but The time has come to
| L 3 youdo have an make monetary
obstinacy which s reward the main
sometimes unrivalled by any priority at work. There
other sign of the Zodiac. My is noreason why you should be so
Difficulty Level 55 (Te) advice to you now isto take idealisticas to give up the chance
Instructions [ o™ other people into your of the pleasure anq prosperity
| 4 9 o —rT o — . confidence and make thatare yours by right. After all,
To SOIL’? f"j”ddﬁp‘gﬂe’ | 7 1E 2 . 53 2|19 7 6|41 8 compassion, rather you can’t survive on goodwill and
N~ Syl e | | then self-interest, your you can’t eat kind words.
[1p) must appear in each of the | : =) B 7 6|241/3 68 guiding principle.
ustapt . | 2 51 |B g8 ¢ : PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
(@) nine vertical columns, in | 41 918 3 5|12 7|6 -
< each of the nine horizontal | T 2 o VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) This 15an
) | _ (] 3D 816 2 7|1/94 Partners and emotionally
| rows and ineach of the = =) ! : : S
> nine boxes B 1 0/2 7l5 1/4l6/8/3 business associates supportive time and
) ' | | (7p) appear to be at their you have little to
| 2| g Z 16 413 9 B|5 2 7 most belligerent. complain about. Discreet
g Diffioufty Level l E_ E E - T (@) T 8 3 2 5 2 E_E ; They may use every trick in the romantic encounters are on the
) itficulty Leve | |: book to get you to commit agenda over the next few weeks,
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; | | = 6 4 5118 9l7 372 yourself toaspendingorsaving  much to yourimmense pleasure
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; | 'E' 1 3' E‘ = policy that frankly doesn’t suit and enjoyment. You just have to
5s = Very Hard; 6s = | 8 5 () 2898117 63|18 4'5 your needs. But there may still make sure that nobody feels as if
Genius | - e 7;) : be some sense inwhattheysay.  youhave let them down.

[©] NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER [Mi-ll) KF-Z
SHAKTI NAGAR EXTH. DELHR110052

MIT Mo, - EEM-IKPLTC 201 9-20/60 Dated- 18112018
Date of start for sale of Tender Document: 18,711,153 upto 18 01FM |
Last Date of download of Tender Docwment: 049,12, 1% upto 12 .00 PR |
Lastdate of Bid Submission 012, 8upin 1215 P
Cpeaning of financlal Bid 081219 8t T2 30PM.
S.Mo. 1 Name fo Work: Making good the deficiency al MNetajl
Subhash Place in Ward Mo, 69N [ofd 64 VKPZ Shakurpur J-JI
Cirlony. SHead: Imp. Dev. of drainage system road Mo 456, & 11
at Matali Bubhash Placa In Ward Mo, 68, Shalnepur 1 Colony |
F.I.C. Codo; 1468/BTN26T Head of Alc: B7-1257 Tender)
Amount: 1,75.66 533 Estimated Ameunt: 2,02 8% 000 Earnest; |
351350 Time of completion: & monihe Retes hold good for:
g monihs Costof Tender 1000/

Mote:-This lander are slso avallable on the wabsite
hitp:imedetenders_com foe bidding by approved and eligibhe |
cantricior with MCD, The vakdity of rates hold good Tor 8 manths
EE[M-HKPE has the nght to cancla any or all the tenders without
Ay TEES0NS,

R.O No. 153DPYNorth DMCI10-20
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Chhattisgarh Gramin Aajeevika

Samvardhan Samiti (CGSRLM- Bihan) .E:r"':,:".,
(Under the Rural Development Department, Govt. Of Chhattisgarh)
Block -1V, 1st Floor, Indrawati Bhawan, Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar (CG)
Phone No. 0771-2420220, 221

Email-mdcgsrlm @ gmail.com Website- www.bihan.gov.in

No.-CGSRLM/NRL M/EOI1-02/2019 Dated: 20 Nov., 2019

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
FOR

EMPANELMENT OF STATE RESOURCE PERSON UNDER
CGSRLM-BIHAN

Expression of Interest is invited from eligible dynamic &
experienced professionals to be empanelled as State Resource Person
(SRPs) for Supporting CGSRLM in training and capacity building of
different thematic viz Farm LH, Non-Farm LH, SMIB, SISD, Fl, FM
and HR across its districts & blocks.

Interested professionals may submit their "Expression of
Interest" in a sealed envelope clearly superscripted as "Expression of
Interest for SRP under CGSRLM" latest by 16.30 hours on or before
12 Dec.2019 only through speed post. Further information and
procedures for submitting "Expression of Interest" can be obtained
from official website www.bihan.gov.in. Sd/-

Mission Director, CGSRLM
Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar, (CG)

(@] NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

DFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE EMGINEER [M-l) KPZ
SHAKTI NAGAR EXTN. DELHI-110052

MIT No, © E.E(M-HYKPZTCi2016-20/61 Datad- 18.11.2018

Date of start for sale of Tender Document: 18 11152 upte T8.01PM
Last Date of download of Tender Diecurment: 11,72, 15 upho 1.2 00 P A
Last date of Bid Subrmission 1219 uplo 1216FM
Cpening of financial Bid 1218 at12:30 P,
S.MNo. 1 Name fo Work: Making good the deficency gl Natas
oubiash Place in Ward No, 65N {old SANVKPZ Shakurpur JJ
Calany, &Head: Improvernant and Strengthening of reads by pg
Biiuminous . Concrele at Road No. 1.2.3.4.5.6.8.5
A0.11.12,13.14.95 In Ward No. GONKPZ. FT.C. Code:
14688771257 Head of Afe: 87-1257 Tender Amount:
417,81 554 Estimate Amount: 4 00 34 0600 Earnest: BASGE0
Tima of completion: & months Retes hoid good for: & months
Costof Tender :1500/-

Note:=  This tender & also available . on the websile
hittpe'medetenders com for bidding by approved and aligible
contractor with MCD: The validity of rates hold good for Gmoniths
EE{M-IIVEPZ has the right to cancle any or all the tendars withaut
Ay FEASSNS,

| RO Mo. 1540F1North DMC/19-20

ilp!pl:f“.-ﬁﬁ" 55, COM

23620

Ex. Engingor.{M-I|KPZ |

\National Institute of Technology Calicu
NIT Campus P.O, Calicut, Kerala-673601, India
Ref No:S8/14596/NITC/TEQIP III/INST/RSR/2019-20

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed Competitive Tenders are invited under International Competitivie Bidding
from the Manufactures/Authorized Resellers for the Supply. Installation,
Commissioning & Training of the Raman Spectrometer under TEQIP-III Programme,
as per the Govt of India/ IDA/IBRD Guidelines, at NIT Calicut, Kozhikode.

IDA Credit No.5874 IN

15-11-2019

102-12-2019 10.30.AM
'30-12-2019 12.00PM
| 50-12-2019 0s:00F MV

Visit the URL www.nitc.ac.in & https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for tender

schedule, prebid meeting, Specification & other details.

Tel : 0495 2286148, 2286116 Email : teqip-office @nitc.ac.in Date:15-11-2019
Sd/-

DIRECTOR

Start date of Bid Issue

Date of prebid meeting

"Closing date of submission of bid
Opening date of bid

davp 21344/11/0006/1920

VARANASI SMART CITY LTD. (VSCL)

O/o. Municipal Corporation, Varanasi
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (e-tender)

NIT No.: 06/VSCL/TENDER/2019-20 Date : _.11.2019

1. The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Varanasi Smart City Ltd. (VSCL) invites tender for
the below mention work :-

Sl. | Name of the project Tender Fee non-| Earnest Money
No. refundable (Rs.)| Deposit (Rs.)
(i) |Implementation of Multi-Channel Citizen 10,000 + 12%GST,  2.50 Lacs.

Alert System, in Varanasi.
RFP No: 37/VSCL/MC-CITIZEN ALERT
SYSTEM/NOV-19

2. Tender documents can be downloaded from the e-tehdering website-
http://etender.up.nic.in from 22.11.2019 from 15:00 Hrs. (IST).

3. Bidders are requested to submit the Tender fee receipt in the office of Chief Executive
Officer, Varanasi Smart City Ltd. (VSCL) in the form of DD/ Bankers Cheque issued
in favor of “Chief Executive Officer, Varanasi Smart City Limited” Payable at Varanasi.

4. Bidders are requested to submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) receipt in the
office of Chief Executive Officer, Varanasi Smart City Limited (VSCL), in the form
prescribed in the tender document issued in favor of “Chief Executive Officer,
Varanasi Smart City Limited” Payable at Varanasi.

5. The last date for pre-bid queries is 25.11.2019 till 17:30 Hrs. (IST) through e-mail
on ceovscl@gmail.com and Pre-bid meeting will be held on 27.11.2019 at 15:00]
Hrs. (IST) in the O/o. Varanasi Smart City Limited, Conference Room, Second Floor,
Nagar Nigam Varanasi, Sigra, Varanasi-221010.

6. The deadline of online bid-submission is 06.12.2019 till 17:00 Hrs. (IST) and dead
line for Hard/Physical Copy Submission of Technical Bid documents is 09.12.2019
till 12:00 Hrs. (IST).

7. The Technical Bid Opening date is 09.12.2019 at 15:00 Hrs. (IST).

8. For more details contact Chief Executive Officer, VSCL address- CEO, VSCL O/o
Municipal Corporation Varanasi, Contact no. 0542-2221702 and through mail at
ceovscl@gmail.com.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer
Varanasi Smart City Limited (VSCL)
O/o Varanasi Municipal Commissioner,
Sigra, Varanasi, U.P.

@

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED | [ Office of the Superintending Engineer
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking) g | [ Xth Circle, UP. Jal Nigam, Agra
Regd. Office: Block No. 14/1 Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, 'L-_"fi: | | RefNo.: 2871/Iide1/ 79  Dated : 18.11.2019
Sector-10, Gandhinagar. E-Short TermTender Notice
Ph: 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257696 U.P. Jal Nigam, E-Short Term tender
E-TENDER NOTICE: 10/2019-20 are invited for Pipe Line Shiftin
Tenders are invited oniine for following items (through internet) from | | Work of Chhachha Wis Scheme i
reputed manufacturers. For imported materials Authorized representative /| | the Row Limit at Aligarh - Kanpu
dealer appointed either by parent manufacturer or its subsidiary w.'H'.' 91) under NHAI Roa
. ! . idening. Tender document shall b
company should submit their offer. Interested bidders are requested to| [ ,\2iable at e-procurement  websit
submit the tender through e-tender process. All tender documents can| | hitp://etender.up.nic.in. Intereste
be downloaded free from website http://gmscl.nprocure.com between | | contractors may view & download tende
21/11/2019 to 11/12/2019 upto 15.55 Hrs. Detail Tender Notice is

document and upload their tender, dul
available on website: https:/gmscl.nprocure.com / http:/gmscl.gujarat.gov.in | | filled online as per schedule given below :
and this office notice board.

Date for :- NIT Date 18.11.2019 At 10:0

s | | A.M., Publishing Date 19.11.2019 At 5:0
or. o. Name of ftem | | P.M., Document Upload /Sale Start Date |
1 | Intense Pulse Light : | | 19.11.2019 At 5.00 P.M., See

2 Video Co|poscope Clarification Start Date : 20.11.201
— : At 10:00 AM., Seek Clarification End
3 | Air Rotor Hanapiece | | Date : 20.11.2019 Upto 5:00 PM.,, Bid

4 | Audit Rigid Branchoscope with Light Source and Standard Accessories | | Submission Start Date : 19.11.2019 A
= DCT b | 5.00 P.M., Bid Submission Closing Date |
. | | 02.12.2019 Upto 5:00 PM., Bid Opening
6 | Wall Bar Unit | | Date:03.12.2019At3:00 P.M.

Duration of Downloading Tender (Online): 21/11/2019 to 11/12/2019 upto 15.55 hrs.

~Tast date for Physical Supmission on : 12/12/2019 upto 12.00 hrs. |

Last date for submission (online) : 11/12/2019 upto 16.00 hrs. ;

Due date or opening of lechnical bid (online) : 15/12/2019 on 12.50 hrs.

INFA577[19-20 WANAGING DIRECTOR |

| wfr Svex fifaeme # am % RO 3W€uﬁaaﬁﬁ1=rww 3Wf%1a?ra€’rq1w%|
|rBiddocument Tee+E service (Rs.)

oo - Tioer we @t TMigat @ ot AfedT, o fhog calehel GUI/JOl oh g-¢UST ohi WA ETy g™ ar |
AT,

IR foe & wed # fraea €, fF g 9w feur-siic g/ wmie™ & s .Y, fear-Sie/geiR./2019/9826 f&Af 03.10.2019
IER g WY fear-sfic & Heifya faeer w2 @t mied, o Afas 9 firee &g <era gHI amee faesw wie Siic § @ ot fafer o
2019-20 % T srEeR # fAeherars T8 of |

foraepT fereRor frergam -
id document fee+E service (Rs. ender Download start date ender submission End date ender opening date
500+1180=1680 11.09.2019 at 10.00 AM 20.71.2079 at 11.00 AM 2T.11.2079 at 11.30 AN

Tender Download start date | Tender submission End date Tender opening date
- 09.12.2019 at 12.00 AM 10.12.2019 at 11.
1
T/~ (YRR, )
T WY fean-ig

B500+1180=1680 I
SFC: ST SR BTG Ud el &g G § |
T/~ &I HEHN SRRt

U WY fear-sig

79286/HRY

{ https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in and Tender Number - 58652 Interested consultant firms are requested to

| 75191

Government of Chhattisgarh

Directorate Of Local Fund Audit
Block-1, Second Floor, Indrawati Bhawan, Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar Chhattisgarh

Phone: 0771-2253808, Fax- 0771-2254234 E-mail- Ifacg.cg@nic.in: website -www.lfa.cg.nic.in

INVITE EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Reference No.: LFA/CGPFMAP/CS/REOI /01/2057 Date: 20 November 2019,

Assignment Title: Consulting services for Improving Efficiency and Enhancing Effectiveness
of Directorate of Local Fund Audit in the Government of Chhattisgarh.

The Government of Chhattisgarh has applied for financing from the World Bank towards the]
cost of the Chhattisgarh State Public financial Management and Accountability Programme and intends
to apply part of the proceeds for CONSULTING SERVICES FOR IMPROVING EFFICIENCY AND
ENHANCING EFFECTIVENESS OF DIRECTORATE OF LOCAL FUND AUDIT INCLUDING|
DEVELOPMENT OF AUDIT MANUALS AND TRAINING ETC.

In this regard, Directorate of Local Fund Audit hereby invites application from interested)
consultant firms. Detailed Eol along with Terms and Conditions can be downloaded from

submit their applications online as well as in hard copy in 3 envelops. Envelop A should contain|
documents related to eligibility criteria like Entity, Turnover and Technical Capability etc. Envelop B
should contain firm's experience, staff, credential. Envelop C should contain financial bid. Cost of form
is Rs. 200/- only. The interested firms should pay 511/- (Rs. 200/- for form and Rs. 311/- for processing
fees) online through assigned gateway. Any kind of query & clarification can be obtained from the]
Directorate of Local Fund Audit, Block-1 second floor, Indrawati Bhawan, Nava Raipur Atal Nagar,
Raipur Chhattisgarh - 492002.

1 Pre Bid Discussion- 30/11/2019 at 11:00 AM to 02:00 PM Venue Community Room of Directorate.
2 Last Date for submission of Application is 19/12/2019. Sd/-

Director
Local Fund Audit
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Not in the pink of health

The colour of the ball & conditions may bring the teams closer, but Bangladesh’s decline doesn’t promise an equal contest

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 21

BANGLADESH HAVE been playing Test
cricket for nearly two decades now. But
rather than improving, they have been on a
slippery slope of late. Yes, they are without
two of their most experienced players for
this tour — Tamim Igbal and Shakib Al
Hasan. Then again, Shakib played the one-
off home Test against Afghanistan in
September, a match Bangladesh lost by 224
runs. They are regressing as a Test side be-
cause they seemingly don’t put the long
form on a pedestal.

If anyone tries his hand at a combined
India-Bangladesh XI, even the die-hard
Bangladesh fans will not react angrily to an
all Indian line-up. Even if an extra batsman
is added, Hanuma Vihari, who is not getting
a game after scoring a couple of half-cen-
turies and a hundred in the West Indies, will
get in. Mushfiqur Rahim will get an hon-
ourable mention at best.

A pink-ball Test, however, poses a differ-
ent challenge. Its unpredictability and the
relative inexperience of the players from
both sides with regards to playing a day-
night Test could bridge the gap a bit, al-
though it hardly puts the teams at par. Player
by player, India are far superior.

Here are a couple of examples: Even
without Jasprit Bumrah, the Indian pace at-
tack comprising Mohammed Shami, Ishant
Sharma and Umesh Yadav is rated as ar-
guably the world’s finest in any conditions.
None of the Bangladesh seamers — Abu
Jayed, Ebadat Hossain and Mustafizur
Rahman (if he plays) — has bagged a Test
five-for yet. The 11 players who turned up
for the visitors in the first Test at Indore have
21 Test hundreds between them. Virat Kohli
alone has 26.

Still, conditions for a day-night Test and
the pink ball might leave the door ajar for
Bangladesh. Even Kohli admitted that han-
dling the pink ball at times could be pretty
difficult.

“In general, if you haven’t played with
the pink ball it will be challenging through-
out the game. It would require more con-
centration, solid technique and more com-
pact game compared to the red ball purely
because in the longer format, the ball does a
lot more than the white ball. And not hav-
ing a great visibility and the ability to pick
that colour make it even more difficult,” the
India captain said on match eve.

When a player of Kohli’s pedigree says
the pink ball could leave batsmen confused
in terms of judging the off-stump, while
the pace of the ball through the air is a bit
disconcerting, lesser mortals would strug-
gle even more.

“The decision-making has to be very
precise, like the idea of off-stump... Even
when we practised yesterday, we felt as if
the ball is far but it hits you very quickly.
The extra glaze of the ball is making it travel
faster. It hits the hand hard. I was surprised
with the fielding sessions; how in the slips
the ball hit your hand so hard... It almost
felt like a heavy hockey ball, those synthetic
balls we would play with when we were
younger... the throws took a lot more effort
than the red ball do to reach the ‘keeper.
And again, dip perception was very diffi-
cult when the ball was in the air so during
the day, high catches will be very difficult.
[ think we have to be very precise and our
skills will be tested in this Test,” Kohli said.

The majority of the Bangladesh batsmen
don’t have techniques that a pink-ball, day-
night Test demands. Maybe, a strong-arm
approach would serve them better. A few
agricultural boundaries, a couple of top-
edged sixes, and there would be runs on the
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Kolkata’s tallest building — The 42 — radiates in pink light on Thursday, a day before India’s first day-night Test match. Partha Paul
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INDIA VS BANGLADESH: 2ND TEST
Day1live from Eden Gardens, Kolkata, on Star Sports 183 —

1300 hrs onwards

The majority of the Bangladesh
batsmen don’t have techniques
that a pink-ball, day-night Test
demands. Maybe, a strong-arm
approach would serve them
better. A few agricultural
boundaries, a couple of top-
edged sixes, and there would be
runs on the board.

board. But to start with, their bowlers must
raise their game. At Indore, they bowled
boundary balls for fun. Here, conditions will
make their job easier if they show discipline
and try to keep the Indian batsmen in check.
Dot balls build pressure. Bangladesh must
stick to basics if they want to put the hosts
under pressure.

And they must believe in their abilities.
Bangladesh captain Mominul Haque’s body
language at the pre-match press conference
didn’t inspire confidence. He was asked if
his team could cause an upset at Eden
Gardens. “No, no, no,” he replied with a
sheepish smile.

White ball priority

One of the reasons why Bangladesh have
failed to grow as a Test team is that their
structure and itinerary give precedence to

limited-overs cricket. The pink-ball Test
starting Friday would only be their seventh
long-form fixture in the last one year. Going
ahead, they will play a few more, thanks to
the ongoing World Test Championship. But
Bangladesh must make the game’s purest
format their top priority if they want to be-
come a serious Test nation.

“I can’t speak for another team, another
board; how they look at Test cricket. But
from our point of view, from the BCCI's point
of view, the only discussion we have had
over the last two-three years is how we can
have Test cricket right up there. And that
takes the commitment of the board, firstly,
and the total commitment of the players. If
you look at how exciting as a team we have
been over the past two-three years, it tells
you why people come and watch us play as
well. It's a partnership of the board and the
players,” Kohli said.

“If you look at our contract system as
well, a lot of importance has been given to
Test cricketers. So, all things have to coincide
and every Test nation that has done that
have teams that are playing strong Test
cricket and their hearts and their minds are
totally in sync with keeping Test cricket on
top. You can’t just tell the players you have to
be committed to playing Test cricket but
contractually we are not going to do any-
thing for you.”

Bangladesh, and a few other Test-play-
ing countries, would do well to take a leaf
out of India’s book.

Bhuvi, Kuldeep
back in squad
for WI series

Kolkata: Afit-again Bhuvneshwar Kumar on
Thursday returned to the Indian teams for
next month’s T20 and ODI series against
West Indies, while all-rounder Shivam Dube
was rewarded with a maiden call-up in the
50-over format. India is scheduled to play
three Twenty 20 Internationals against the
West Indies with the series-opener in
Mumbai on December 6 followed by
matches in Thiruvananthapuram (December
8) and Hyderabad (December 11).

The three ODIs will be played in Chennai
(December 15), Visakhapatnam (December
18) and Cuttack (December 22). A side strain
and a hamstring injury forced seamer
Bhuvneshwar to come back midway from
the tour of West Indies in August.

The Indian squad bears a full-strength
look with skipper Virat Kohli back at the
helm and his deputy Rohit Sharma also not
opting for a break. Kohli coming back meant
that Sanju Samson, who wasincludedin the
last series as specialist batsman had to go out
without getting a match. It is learnt that
Samson wasn'’t seen as a back-up keeper.

Senior opener Shikhar Dhawan, despite his
poor run of form, gets another go at the top
while in-form speedster Mohammed Shami
and left-arm spinner Kuldeep Yadav were back
inthe shortest format after some time. Krunal
Pandya, who had been aregular feature in the
T20 setup for a year has been dropped, with
Ravindra Jadeja back after a break.

The pace bowling departments in both
squads bear a familiar look with
Bhuvneshwar and Shami leading the way. It
is expected that Jasprit Bumrah will join the
duo soon and, along with Deepak, could be
the main four pacers in white ball format.

SQUAD (ODIS): Virat Kohli (c), Rohit
Sharma, Shikhar Dhawan, KL Rahul, Shreyas
Iyer, Manish Pandey, Rishabh Pant, Shivam
Dube, Kedar Jadhav, Ravindra Jadeja,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, Deepak
Chahar, Mohd Shami, Bhuvneshwar Kumar

SQUAD (T20IS): Virat Kohli (¢), Rohit
Sharma, Shikhar Dhawan, KL Rahul, Shreyas
Iyer, Manish Pandey, Rishabh Pant, Shivam
Dube, Washington Sundar, Ravindra Jadeja,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, Deepak
Chahar, Mohammed Shami, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar. PTI

Day-night Tests can’t be the only way: Kohli

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 21

VIRAT KOHLI doesn’t want day-night Test
cricket to become the long-form’s staple diet.
He feels any move in that direction will di-
lute the sanctity of the game’s purest format.

“This shouldn’t become the only way Test
cricket is played. Because, then you are losing
out on that nervousness of the first session in
the morning. You can bring excitement to Test
cricket, but you can’t purely make Test cricket
based on entertaining people. The entertain-
ment of Test cricket lies in the fact that the
batsman is trying to survive the first session,
the bowlers trying to set up a batsman; if peo-
ple don’t respond to that, too bad,” Kohli said
on Thursday.

The hype around India’s first-ever day-
night Test is going through the roof. Kolkata’s
centre square has turned pink. Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee will jointly
ring the Eden bell to start the second Test.

Kohli compared the build-up with the
India versus Pakistan World T20 fixture at
this venue in 2016. “We are excited about the
pink-ball Test anyway. The last time Eden had
such abuzz, such excitement, was before the
India-Pakistan T20 game (in 2016). There too

Naseem, 16, makes debut, Pak all out for 240

REUTERS
NOVEMBER 21

MITCHELL STARC took four for 52 as a mid-
dle-session blitz and some late new-ball fire-
works helped Australia dismiss Pakistan for
240 to bring a close to the opening day of the
first Test in Brisbane on Thursday. Pat
Cummins took three wickets (3-60) and the
third quick, Josh Hazlewood, grabbed two as
the Australian bowlers took the honours on
a sunny day at the Gabba.

Pakistan’s Asad Shafiq offered most re-
sistance to the barrage from the Australian
pace battalion with a fine knock of 76 before
he was ousted by a Cummins delivery that
removed his middle stump. Left-armer Starc
took the second new ball in the final hour of
the day and made good use of it, dismissing
Yasir Shah (26) with a trademark yorker and
Shaheen Shah (0) in successive deliveries to
put himself on a hat-trick.

Naseem Shah, the 16-year-old fast bowler
who was playing his first Test, faced the next
delivery and, without appearing to know
much about it, managed to keep the ball from
hitting his stumps with a thick inside edge.
The teenager was the last batsman to depart,
caught and bowled by Starc for seven to bring
an end to a day that ebbed and flowed with
long periods of Pakistani resistance punctu-
ated by bursts of wickets.

“In the end, not a bad result,” said
Australia captain Tim Paine. “We weren't
quite at our best in that first session, we
thought we bowled a bit short ... But apart

iﬁgptr-n.ne-.s&. Com

Australia’s Mitchell Starc (not in the picture) gets rid of Pakistan’s Yasir Shah on
Day One of the first Test between the two teams in Brisbane on Thursday. AP

from that we stuck to the task and got better
as the day went on.”

After losing the toss, Australia had been
frustrated by an opening stand of 75 from
Azhar Ali (39) and Shan Masood (27) in a
partnership that lasted throughout the first
session and into the second. The Australian
quicks finally found their length, however,

and removed both in three deliveries before
swiftly adding the wickets of Haris Sohail and
Babar Azam for one run apiece.

That spell of four wickets at the cost of
three runs had the tourists rocking and a rout
looked in order when Iftikhar Ahmed de-
parted for seven to leave Pakistan on 95-5.
Cummins was fortunate to make the next

The first session we thought
would be difficult we got through
pretty well, but then we gave it
away.”

WAQAR YOUNIS
PAKISTAN'S BOWLING COACH

breakthrough when he dismissed
Mohammad Rizwan for 37 as the replays,
when reviewed, showed what looked to be
ano ball.

“Ilook at the scoreboard, it says a wicket,”
Cummins added. “T'll take it but I was really
nervous until they put the finger up.”

Asad clearly enjoys playing Down Under,
however, and backed up centuries in
Pakistan’s two tour matches at a ground
where he scored 137 when the tourists came
close to chasing down an unlikely victory in
2016. Reflecting the discipline that the open-
ers had earlier employed, he brought up his
24th test half century in a partnership of 84
with Yasir before Australia took the new ball
and seized the day.

“We are not too unhappy but it could

have been a lot better,” said Pakistan bowl-
ing coach Waqar Younis. “The first session
we thought would be difficult we got
through pretty well, but then we gave it
away. We need a really good session tomor-
row to be in the game.”
BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan firstinnings 240in
86.2 overs (Asad Shafiq 76, Azhar Ali 39,
Mohammad Rizwan 37; Mitchell Starc4/52,
Pat Cummins 3/60, Josh Hazlewood 2/46) v
Australia at the Gabba.

you had VIPs and they were felicitated and
the stadium was packed. I think the atmos-
phere will be similar. It can be daunting, in-
timidating, but very exciting as well.

“As it is, playing with the pink ball is not
that easy and bowlers will get a boost. I think
the first hour will be very exciting because
energy levels will be very high and the pub-
licwill get what they paid for. Obviously, this
isalandmark occasionin Indian cricket, and
we are lucky that we are part of this start.”

Test cricket is not in the pink of health.
Save England and Australia, matches are usu-
ally played before empty stands. The ICC has
introduced the World Test Championship,
but the global body so hasn’t done any hard-
selling to promote the event. The very idea
of the pink-ball, day-night Test cricket is to
draw crowds to the long-form. Even BCCI
president Sourav Ganguly is of the view that
day-night Test cricket is the “way forward”.
Kohli, however, put things in perspective.

“If I don’t like Test cricket, you can’t push
me into liking it. If someone gets excitement
or boost from watching the battle between
bat and ball and a great session of Test cricket,
in my opinion those are the people that
should come and watch Test cricket.”

Kohli called for bringing “more system”
into the scheduling of Test matches to make
the format spectator-friendly. He was cate-

gorical that day-night Test could be a happy
detour, not the actual journey.

“I'think this (day-night Test) can be a one-
off thing (in a series), it should not be a reg-
ular scenario.”

Open to playing D-N Tests abroad

Eden has set the ball rolling, and Kohli’s
team are now open to playing day-night
Tests away from home as well. But adequate
preparation time is a pre-requisite.

“One before the Test could be a pink-ball
practice game. If it’s second or third Test, |
would ideally like to have a longer break be-
tween the two Tests and have a practice
game before the pink-ball Test whenever
that is, obviously under lights. It can’t be a
pink-ball practice tour game before the se-
ries and the Test is actually the third game.
That wouldn’t make any sense,” Kohli said.

Last year, India had refused to play a day-
night Test at Adelaide. But as Ganguly said he
received a positive feedback from the captain
“in three seconds”, when he proposed that the
Eden Test be a pink-ball affair. So what
changed? “The thing was to experience the
pink-ball Test in our own condition
first...Then eventually going on to playing
pink-ball Tests anywhere in the world. It can’t
be a sudden thing. This one, we had been talk-
ing about for a while,” the skipper explained.

‘Freak’ Stokes torments
New Zealand once again

Mount Maunganui: New Zealand targeted
the wicket of “freak” Ben Stokes on Thursday
as they battle to get back into the first Test
against England at Mount Maunganui. The
honours were even when the New Zealand-
born Stokes went to the middle just before
tea on day one with England 120 for three.
But by stumps, with Stokes in imperious
form, the score had doubled and England will
resume on Friday on 241 for four, with the
28-year-old all-rounder unbeaten on 67.

“He’s a special talent. He’s a bit of a freak
at times,” New Zealand short-ball specialist
Neil Wagner said after Stokes clubbed his
bouncers four times to the boundary.

Stokes has tormented New Zealand this
year after he played a key role in England’s
nail-biting victory on boundary countback
in the 50-over World Cup final in July.

As well as dispatching Wagner’s short
stuff, he also showed a liking for the fuller de-
livery when he took four boundaries off suc-
cessive balls from Trent Boult, including one
that burst through the hands of the usually
reliable Ross Taylor at first slip. It was a drop
that frustrated the New Zealanders who had
earlier seen opener Rory Burns survive three
chances including a waist-high edge that
went between Taylor and Tom Lathamin the
slip cordon. However, Wagner believed that
despite England going into day two with six
wickets in hand, the game was not out of
New Zealand’s control.

Stokes and Joe Denly (74) put on 83 for the
fourth wicket to lift England after they had

{

Ben Stokes is batting on 67. AP

slowly accumulated runs through the first two
sessions against a New Zealand bowling tight
lines. England’s top three played their part in
getting a safe start with Surrey pair Rory Burns
(52)and Dom Sibley (22) putting on 52 for the
first wicket before Burns and Denly added 61
for the second. Captain Root, however, took 21
balls to get off the mark with a two and then
wafted at a wide next delivery from Wagner
and was caught behind.

BRIEF SCORES: England first innings 241 for
41in 90 overs (Joe Denly 74, Ben Stokes 67 not
out, Rory Burns 52; Colin de Grandhomme
2/28) v New Zealand at Bay Oval. AFP
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SYEDMUSHTAQ
ROUND-UP —

patch in the tournament.

Rahul, Pandey star
inKarnataka’s
O-wicket victory

Surat: Riding on blazing fifties by
KLRahul and skipper Manish
Pandey, defending champions
Karnataka thrashed Tamil Nadu by
nine wickets to begin their Super
League campaign in the T20 Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2019 on a win-
ning note here on Thursday.

Karnataka chased a stiff 159-run
targetin just 16.2 overs as Rahul (69
not out off 46 balls) and Pandey (52
not out off 33 balls) hammered a
pedestrian Tamil Nadu attack in the
premier domestic T20 tournament.
Rahul, who struck six boundaries
and two sixes, stitched a 70-run
stand with Devdutt Padikkal (36 off
20 balls) for the opening wicket to
lay the foundation of the win.

Pandey, too, was seen in his
usual aggressive manner, ham-
mering five fours and three sixes,
as they toyed with the opposition
bowling attack at the Lalbhai
Contractor Stadium here. Earlier,
put into bat, Tamil Nadu posted a
decent 158/7 on the board with
their skipper Dinesh Karthik lead-
ing from the front with a brisk 43
off 29 balls. After the two openers
Hari Chezhian (15) and Baba
Aparajith (10)fell cheaply, Karthik
steadied the ship with
Washington Sundar (39 off 25
balls) with a 76-run stand.
BRIEF SCORES: Tamil Nadu 158/7
(Dinesh Karthik 43, Washington
Sundar 39; Koushik Vasuki 2-23)lost
toKarnataka 161/1 (KLRahul 69 not
out; Manish Pandey 52 not out) by
nine wickets.

Delhi hammer
Maharashtra, but
Dhawanfails

Surat: Opener Shikhar Dhawan's
lean patch continued but Delhi still
managed to register a comfortable
77-run win over Maharashtra in
their opening Super League match
of the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy T20
tournament here on Thursday.
Delhi made 167 for five after being
invited to bat and then produced a
disciplined bowling effort to bun-
dle out Maharashtra for 90 in 17.2
overs. Part-time off-spinner Nitish
Rana stole the show with the ball
with figures of four for 17.

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi 167/5(Dhruv
Shorey 48 not out, Himmat Singh
32) beat Maharashtra 90 all out
(Ruturaj Gaikwad 42, Digvijay
Deshmukh 9; Nitish Rana 4-17) by
77 runs.

At C B Patel Ground: Punjab 199/4
(Mandeep Singh 81 not out;
Abhishek Sharma 72; Shahbaz
Nadeem 2-27)beat Jharkhand 90all
out (Utkarsh Singh 24; Mayank
Markande 3-13) by 109 runs.

At Lalbhai Contractor Stadium:
Baroda 201/5 (Aditya Waghmode
88, Kedar Devdhar 64) beat
Rajasthan 186/8 (Ankit Lamba 54,
Arjit Gupta 41; Atit Sheth 3-34) by
15 runs.

From Minimum to gold standard

Panwar, only 17, had been competing in MQS category for three months before underlining his class at World Cup final

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 21

DIVYANSH SINGH Panwar, all of 17, defied
age when he clinched the gold medal in the
10m air rifle event at the ISSF World Cup fi-
nal in Putian (China) on Thursday.

Panwar, who shot a score of 627.1 in
qualification, edged out defending World
Cup final champion Peni Istvan of Hungary
by 0.1 point. But it was not the first time the
teenager had excelled at the top level.

He had secured India's first Olympic
quota in 10m Air rifle with a silver medal
at the ISSF Beijing World Cup in April, and
had been competing in the Minimum
Qualification Score (MQS) category for the
last three months as the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI) sent other
shooters for the year's last World Cup in
Brazil and the Asian Championships in
Doha.

Deepak Kumar secured the second
quota for India in the event at the latter
event. Thursday was the first time in three
months that Panwar returned to top com-
petition.

“Being so young and able to shoot in
world-class competition shows Divyansh's
strength. But on the other hand, the same
enthusiasm and the abundance of talent
can hamper such a shooter's confidence
while competing in MQS,” Panwar's coach
Deepak Kumar Dubey, who has mentored
him since 2015, said.

At first, he was a bit dismayed at the set-
backs. But he didn’t lose his belief. “Initially,
he was bit disappointed as it took out the
feel of competition but once he realised
that it was done to improve chances of
other Indian shooters to secure the quota,
he understood. During training and MQS,
his scores would be better than the quali-
fication and finals. Today's gold medal is a
proof to his ability and desire to face the
world's best shooters and win.”

In Beijing, Panwar had a qualification
score of 629.2 to qualify in third spot for the
eight-man final, where he tallied 249 to
claim the silver medal behind home
shooter Zicheng Hui of China. A month
later, Panwar shot 627.6 to be placed 31st
in qualification at the Munich World Cup.

On Thursday, Panwar made the final in
third spot with his first series of 105.1 be-
ing the highest out of the five series. It was
the ninth time in 31 World Cup Finals since
1988 that an Indian shooter had reached
the final of the 10m Air Rifle event.

“He was shooting in a competitive qual-
ification after a while but the fact that he
only shot two scores below 10 in six series
meant he was in good rhythm. During the
last three months, we got time to change
his rifle and also replaced its barrel to suit
his style. Apart from that, we got an elec-
tronic trigger in the rifle with 10 gm of
weight which made it easier to shoot with
his long fingers,” Dubey informed.

Tough fight

In a pedigreed final, Panwar was placed
second after the first two series trailing
Istvan by 0.4 points. The elimination series
saw both exchanging the top two positions
before Panwar had a lead of 0.7 before the
gold medal shoot-off. The Jaipur shooter
shot 9.8 compared to Istvan's 10.0. Panwar's
last shot of 10.1 was bettered by Istvan's
10.5, but the Indian came out on top by the
barest of margins.

“My focus was to shoot according to my
strength and once I got into the rhythm in
the first two series, | knew what to do. |
took time before the final shot and did not
see the score. It was only after the an-
nouncement that I got to know that I won
the gold,” said Panwar.

The last two years have seen Panwar
spending time in meditation and Dubey is
ready with new copies of the Bhagvad
Geeta. “He now knows how to control him-
self and sees shooting as a video game,
which he plays games once a week. We
have taught him breathing control tech-
niques and he carries a small pocketbook
of the Geeta. His dream is to win an
Olympic gold,” the coach said.

Divyansh Singh Panwar won the country’s first Olympic quota in 10m rifle in only his second senior World Cup. NRAI

Bhaker proves doubters wrong;
Elavenil underlines her potential

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 21

ON THURSDAY morning, national shooting
coach Jaspal Rana was sitting in the coaches’
area watching Manu Bhaker in the10m Air
Pistol qualification of the ISSF World Cup final
at Putian, China. The former junior world
champion made a nervous start with a score
of 94 in the first series - the lowest among the
top 12 shooters in the qualification.

Bhaker, who had sealed India’s first 2020
Olympics quota with a fourth-place finish in
the Munich World Cup earlier this year, recov-
ered to make her third final at the international
levelin the 10m Air Pistol this year witha qual-
ification score of 578.

The final saw the Haryana shooter setting
a new world junior record score of 244.7 to
claim the gold medal ahead of Zorana Arunovic
of Serbia. The gold at the World Cup Final was
ahuge achievement and helped her silence her
critics after amiddling year. Post her twin jun-
iorworld titlesin 2018, Bhaker had only made
two finals out of six World Cup appearances.
She had a gold medal in Mexico, where she
shot 572 in the qualification and 237.5 in the
final to win the gold.

Post Mexico, Bhaker had finished 47th in
Munich and 30th in Changwon last year be-
fore finishing 14th and 17th in New Delhi and
Beijing World Cups. Amonth after Beijing, she
suffered a pistol malfunctionin the 25m event
in Munich World Cup but finished fourth in
the 10m Air Pistol two days later to earn the
2020 Olympics quota for India.

OnThursday, Bhaker started on a confident
note in the final as she finished the second se-

Manu Bhaker shrugged off an
indifferent start to her season.

ries on the second spot trailing Arunovic by 1
point. The next four shots in the elimination
round saw Bhaker emerging as the leader hav-
ingbuild alead of 0.2 points over the Serbian af-
ter the end of second elimination series. In the
gold medal shoot-off with Arunovic, Bhaker
maintained her composure and won the gold
medal by a margin of 2.8 points.

Rana was pleased. “ The fourth place in
Munich, where she earned the quota made her
believe again that she belongs to thislevel and
we worked on her mental strength in recent
months. There is nothing more to change in
her technique. She has learnt to manage the
ups and downs in her career,” Rana said

Elavenil shines

The smogin the capital had forced 20-year-
old Elavenil Valarivan to shift her training base

Fourth in the group, but Stimac stays buoyant

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

INDIA MAY be fourth in a five-team group, with
half-a-dozen walking wounded in the squad
and strikers struggling to manage even a shot
on target, let alone scoring goals. Coach Igor
Stimac, however, prefers to look at India’s
stumbling 2022 World Cup and 2023 Asian
Cup qualifying campaign in a different way.

“Inthe last qualifiers, there were 5 consec-
utive defeats. Now we have 3 draws 2 defeats.
Last time we had 0 points. Now we have three
points. We are on our way to achieve what we
promised... competing in Asian Cup,” Stimac
said, defending his team that is yet to win a
match sofar.

The Croatian’s analysis did not end there.
“You take numbers from Asian Cup under
(Stephen) Constantine and the last 5 games:
average number of passes at Asian Cup - 242;
now 400. Passing accuracy was 67 percent.
Now 82 percent. We reduced long passes from
25 percent to 15. We developed match tempo
which is meant for running quality in game,”
Stimac said.

India lost to Oman 1-0 on Tuesday, mean-
ing they ended what felt like an encouraging
year in terms of results in three consecutive
disappointing performances. While the draws
against lower-ranked Bangladesh and
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India football coach Igor Stimac with I-League players and the trophy in New
Delhi. The 13th edition of the league will start on November 30.

Afghanistan were a disappointment for the
team, India's inability to launch even one
meaningful attack against Oman once again
exposed the weakness up front.

India have scored just three goals in the five
matches so far and apart from Sunil Chhetri,
no other player has looked like converting the
chances that come the team's way. Stimac
seemed helpless to solve the problem. “Can
you mention one Indian player who plays a
striker in the league? Why do you expect we
are going to score a goal in international level

if we donot have a strikerin the league.l don't
work with players on adaily basis. I work with
them five days before the game,” he said.
Stimac was speaking on the sidelines of the
launch of the new I-League season, which gets
underway on November 30 with Aizawl host-
ing Mohun Bagan. For the first time since it was
launched 12 years ago, the league will be the
second division after the Indian Super League
was granted the top-tier status by the Asian
Football Confederation last month. Stimac,
however, said he hopes to unearth a few play-

ers for the national team from the I-League.
“All players in India team came through I
league. It's up to them how they are going to
perform,” he said.

Perhaps it will be out of compulsion as sev-
eral first-choice players are out injured. Against
Oman, defenders Adil Khan and Rahul Bheke,
along with midfielder Pronay Halder, joined
the growing injury list which includes the likes
of Sandesh Jhingan, Rowllin Borges and
Amarjit Kiyam. These players form the prover-
bial 'spine’ of the national team and Stimac ad-
mitted injuries to them is the 'most difficult’
problem he is facing at the moment.

Butlackof playing time for some of the key
players also seemed to be on the back of his
mind. Indian players - forwards especially -
have found it difficult to break into the playing
11 of their respective club teams. Stimac hopes
that would change going forward so he gets
more options to choose from. “Once (Joby)
Justin starts playing games, he will start scor-
ing goals sol can have himin the national team.
I hope few other players like Len (Doungel)
from Goa start playing central forward posi-
tion in few games and Manvir Singh starts scor-
ing goals,” he said.

India will play their next match in March
athome against Qatar, before wrapping up the
qualifying campaign with games against
Bangladesh (away) and Afghanistan (home)

inJune.

from Delhi to one in Chennai. It was her men-
tor Gagan Narang, the 2012 Olympic bronze
medallist, who advised her to shift to his Gun
for Glory centre in the southern state. Apart
from getting relief from the poor air quality,
the move to Chennai also allowed the young
shooter to work on attaining consistency in
terms of qualification scores.

The change of training venue took place
just after she finished fifth in the 10 metre air
rifle at the Asian Championships in Doha -
where her qualification score was 629. She had
been thereabouts for a while and Narang felt
the qualifications score needed to be upped.
Asamotivation tool, he pasted a print out with
the world record qualification score of 636 on
it at the shooting range.

On Thursday Elavenil’s score of 631.1 in
qualification at Putian was a much better ef-
fort than what she has been producing re-
cently. “When she landed from Doha, we did
not want her to train in Delhi due to the smog
issue. That’s why we sent her to train in
Chennai even though it was for just 3-4 days.
Her qualifying scores have been seeing some
fluctuations in recent months and I spent
some time on making some minor adjust-
ments to her weapon. To see her put such
hard work and to become the champion in
World Cup final, where world’s top 15-16
shooters compete, is a special feeling for all of
us,” Narang said.

Elavenil’s qualification score of 631.1 was
her second best of the year in ISSF World Cups
this year. In the final, Elavenil was up against
Asian Games champion Zhao Ruozhu of China
and two-time World Cup champion Coman
Laura of Romania. But admirably, she didn’t
flinch. Cool head, steady fingers.

THREE PEATS

It was a ‘Triple Triumph Thursday’ at
the ISSF World Cup Finals. In a first for
India, three youngsters stepped up
and conquered gold in Putian, China.
Manu Bhaker, Elavenil Valarivan and
Divyansh Singh Panwar proved their
mettle to become the best of the best
inayear that also had a dangling car-
rot - the Tokyo Olympic quotas. But
ahead of the 2020 extravaganza, The
Indian Express takes alook at how the
trio faired this season.

MANU BHAKER
Event: women’s 10m air pistol
Highlights: Finished fourth at the
Munich World Cup to secure a spot at
Tokyo
Average qualification score:
576.8
Average qualification cut-offs:
5776

The 17-year-old struggled to hit
big scores in qualification in the first
two events of the season - the World
Cups in New Delhi and Beijing. But
once heavyweights of the shooting
descended upon Munich in May,
Bhaker crossed the 580-mark for the
first time in international events, scor-
ing 582. It was here that she captured
India’s first Olympic quota in her
event. Post that she scored 580 in the
MQS section at the Rio World Cup -
which would have taken her to the fi-
nal - before just about making the fi-
nal in Putian with a 578 (the cut-off
was also 578).

ELAVENIL VALARIVAN

Event: women’s 10 m air rifle
Highlights: Won gold at the Rio
World Cup

Average qualification score:
629.12

Average qualification cut-offs:
628.52

The world no
3’s qualification
scores improved
as the season
went by. In New
Delhi she scored
625.3, followed by
a 626.9 in Beijing.
She qualified for the final for the first
time in the year at Munich, scoring a
strong 632.7 (finishing fourth overall),
and then won gold after scoring 629.4
in the qualifiers and a 251.7 in the fi-
nal. She kept up the momentum again
in Putian where she scored 631.3, well
ahead of the 627.9 cut-off, and won a
close-fought race to gold with a score
of 250.8 (second placed Ying Shin Lin
scored 250.7).

DIVYANSH SINGH PANWAR
Event: men’s 10m air rifle
Highlights: Wonssilver at the Beijing
World Cup
Average qualification score:
627.8
Average qualification cut-offs:
627.78

The talented 17-year-old from
Rajasthan has been one of the finds
of Indian shooting this year. In his
first ever season where he’s com-
peted in the senior level, Panwar
won the country’s first Olympic
quota in his event in only his second
senior World Cup. His qualification
scores have been largely consistent
and around the 627-mark - the only
time he went beyond, scoring a
629.2 in Beijing, he won silver. His
average qualification time among
the four World Cups and the Finals
though is barely 0.02 points better
than the average cut-offs in these
events. Improving his qualification
will be crucial next year.

SHAHID JUDGE

‘Retirement talks caught me
offguard, but didn’t bother me’

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

WORRYING ABOUT the venue is never an op-
tion when it comes to playing for India, as-
serted Leander Paes, days after several of his
colleagues expressed reservations about trav-
elling to Islamabad for their Davis Cup tie. A
number of top players and captain Mahesh
Bhupathi had refused to play in the Pakistan
capital due to security concerns but Paes, along
with Saketh Myneni and Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan, were available.

All three are now part of India's Davis Cup
squad which will travel to Nur-Sultan for the
November 29-30tie, the winner of which will
compete in the 2020 World Group Qualifiers.
“lam very pleased to be playing for the coun-
try again. My job is not to worry about the lo-
cation or the opponent, my job is to put my
best foot forward. Given the circumstance, part
of my jobwas to motivate the youngsters,” Paes
said.

“We did not want India to either default or
forfeit this tie. When it comes to playing for
India, I don'task where and who my opponent
is," he added firmly. Does it mean that Paes was
not worried about his safety in Pakistan?
“Regardless of where we play, we do due dili-

It has been a bit of roller-coaster
but | am pleased we have brought
the best team forward, going into
this tie. As athletes, as patriots, our
jobis to play for. All things
happening around tennis is not our
focus. Out focus is to make
ourselves ready to play for country
and win.”

LEANDER PAES

gence to make sure safety of the teamis there.
That being said, I knew that once venue was
decided, players were picked, homework was
being done and right measures were taken for
ustoplay.”

Itwas widely believed that Paes had played
his last Davis Cup tie for India when he got the
record-shattering 43rd doubles win while
playing against China in April 2018. He was not
considered for selection after that.

“There were a lot of rumblings going on
behind the scene in the Indian tennis frater-
nity that Leander has played his last davis Cup
tie but for me playing for my country has been
greatest honour. It (the call) caught me off
guard but I had enough time to prepare and [
have done so."
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‘Humble’ Mourinho not planning
on big changes at Tottenham

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON, NOVEMBER 21

JOSE MOURINHO is not planning
on wholesale changes as he tries

|am humble enough to
try to analyse my career.
Not just the last year, my
career, the evolution, the
problems, the solutions.|

the club's first ever Champions
League final, but results domes-
tically have been on the slide for
nearly a year.

The Argentine had been
keen for a bigger turnover of his

impossibleitis."

A return of just three wins
from their opening 12 Premier
League games leaves Tottenham
already playing catch up to qual-
ify for the Champions League
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to turn Tottenham's season  was humble enough to squad in recent seasons to pre-  next season, 11 points adrift of
around and believes heishum-  do that. The principle of vent his time in charge from the top four, and already 20 be-
ble enough to have learned les-  ¢ha analysis was not to growing stale. hind league leaders Liverpool. T H E B l G N A M E s
sons from his failed spell in blame anvone else However, Mourinho insisted Under Pochettino,
charge of Manchester United. y . he will not demand millions to  Tottenham made huge progress

Mourinho replaced Mauricio  JoSE MOURINHO spend in the transfer market. to become Champions League W I L L C H o 0 S E T H E N A M E s
Pochettino as Spurs boss 0N 1oTTENHAM MANAGER "The potential of the clubis  regulars and compete at the up-
Wednesday after the Argentine's huge, the potential of the play-  per echelons of the league, but
five-and-a-year spell ended in  join Porto in 2002. ersis great," added Mourinho. failed to win a trophy. T H AT W I L L M A KE I T B l G
the sack with Tottenham 14thin "l am humble enough to try "I don't need players,am so Mourinho, though, believes B

the Premier League.

The Portuguese has won 25
trophies in a storied managerial
career at Porto, Chelsea, Inter
Milan, Real Madrid and United.

However, his time in charge
at Old Trafford ended in the sack
11 months ago having failed to
win the league at a club for the
first time since he left
Portuguese minnows Leiria to

to analyse my career. Not just the
last year, my career, the evolu-
tion, the problems, the solu-
tions," said Mourinho in his first
press conference as Tottenham
boss on Thursday.

"I was humble enough to do
that. The principle of the analysis
was not to blame anyone else.”

Pochettino was let go less
than six months after reaching

happy with the players I have, I
just need time to understand
them better, to know everything
about them.

"My gift is this squad, the
squad is very, very good.

"One of the reasons I decided
to come was them. I tried to buy
some of them for different clubs,
I couldn't. Some of them I didn't
even try because you know how

they are capable of challenging
for the Premier League title
next season.

"We cannot win the Premier
League this season. I'm not say-
ing we will do, but we can win it
next season,” he added.

"If we win titles it will be
not the consequence of me, but
of the club's work, this is a
package."
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Feslu Bhake D/o Surajmal Bhaker, Director 2. Sh. Amandeep Singh S/o Sh, Baldev Singh, [(Guarantor 1. Realu]
Bhakor Vg Sumdender BRhaker 2. Vimla Bhakad Wo Sh $|J|._i| mukl Bhakar 3, Sh, Amandeasp Singh Sho Sh, Baldev Singh)

3, BIREA : Residential Mouse, [13112016Physeal | 20082016 As TOS0000 | W ToaChand | 07122070
Borrawer: Ram Kishan|House No. 631/EWS., 40 8g yds situabed i | i 257383 Wih| _ As 105000 | G 1000 AM 1o
&fo Kailash Chand Rio M. |Housing Board Cofony. Sirsa, Sale |:|E.-|_|.._1. imsmsl ol | Ra 20000 IM GASAERRARE | D40 P
tv'n B31. Noar Kapas |Na 2085 Did 23-05-2008 i the name ul, 1 032018 | P OV 22007 sirsaaarmhark mon

b Fal [
Aandi, (id Housing Board Emt. Smntnsh Yadaw wio Kailash Chand Yaday
El:'-ll.l'l'r 5 FEl

4. PANIPAT Dnie Dalry Buliding of [1S020 11 Physic 20.05 2015 Rs 800,000 | Akshay Kumar | 07122070
M/s Maharaja Dairy Farm [catte shed measufing aten 2 224 acrs s JTOETZS and| Ry, 200000 | B410C303 | (00 Akl g
Pariner 1 : Smi Satyvawati |Cofsinacied over a paft of o Land masswhing Wil Hiefesl plo)  Bs 50000 DB0-MXTH | G400PM |

i T i Bl T Mt Seesg 10 ahvie ol of 200 | 190005018 parca fucn banaron
Wia Sh Ishhwar Singh 4

Pankaj | Konal § Maria comgpnsed in Khewat Ma. 17/17, Khaton No. 25, Rect No_ 377, Rila Ne. 17275 18], 208781 34-J)
Dinagh ST TE-Z), 11/1(3=17), Rect Mo 231, Kika Mo, 211(02.10), Recl Mo, 240, Kia Ho. 17{04), 18{80|
TR (00, 1902 2-4 b 20800 2100 3-16), ZHT-0) FMT-T) 24{8-89), Heci Ma. 241, Kia Mo 8(T-T), 7/1(0-18|

Partnaer 2 : Sh
Eumari 8fo Sh

Kumad .| 2348-0), Rirct No. 270, Killa Mo. 18{(8-0), 22(8-0), X3{8-0), Rt No. 280, Kla No. 1(8-0), 2(8-0), 3{8-0), 10(8-0]
Location of Pro party . Hierl Mo 261, Kila He. 55511} &. Lans irspasurireg D HKanal 18 Mada besrdg 15 shame ool of 1 Kanal 16 rmarla
Link Road, VPO Kawi ;.-..a.,m_-m iy Khawal Mo A4 Khatonl Mo, 52, Rect NO. 280 Kita Na, 1201/200-10), Rect No. 281, Kika Na
Tahil Fn.L'l-:Ii.'l',ll."r.'I- I'-".'i|'|||:|.1| E220046), 16211(0-1), 24/2727210-3), 2423016\ . Land maasuring 10 Kana! 15 Marka being 113 ghare oul

o .EhJ-l l||' |'..|||".'l|.'| Il'l;l-: 'u-'j |l'|l'._ll|-'||'ﬂ.|"||r1 afidd i, Khadonl N, B, Rlscl Mo 290 Kl Mo, 2O0207-11], Fsst Moo 281, Kills Na, 152 40180,
VERRI =10k YT -3, 34M2-18], 2252000 1-1 ) I8-00 4. Land reaadesnies] 2 Kansal B hiada bomng 5 &haie ool of & Bana! 11 8 asn cpmprsad in
Khrsmaymt P, 104/ 100, Khatoos . T30, Rect o, 240, Killa Mo, 30178880, B2E-1) e, Land maasuring B rlanal 2 Sasin Geereg 6 whans oot of 18
Kownal 4 Bosrby comgrisad in Fhovwn] Mo GREDS 14, Khnlon N3 1185, maol Mo, 205, Kike Mo, 20| 2=, Hac! N 200, Kl [ 0H=0, 210881
Total Land prua B4 sanal 14 Marla situabod m vikage Kaas, Teh ..-IM.l-.L:u.-.'I.:l Casri I'-".-r'-|:-.1I||'|II|-r|n.1|n||-:|I Smi 'L'.I:.Iu-.m:r'-l.'i'.'-:l Sh. ishwar Sngh

s WUNDLI All that part and parcel of | PracaliSET005]  ear2014 | Ba #1000 :!.'!:'I'-'.n--l'r!urnm o7, 12 2018
Borrowasr: Mis Harl Om pe measunng 788 5g Yde H Mo, 74775, inthe| Fx 20407668 __r-|_,_| __._1___1_|_1 Woh MBREITO0Z | 10-00AM tn
Automoblles. Frop. Sh, |n..'|||'|'-|r.u' S, Jyot Guptas'Wio Sh. Surng Gup af with il uplo | Ra 20,000

Sunny Gupls (Guaranion) | |Bada Jan Marde, Maor Harsad Hafta Sonenal |. ¥ (42018 ! i |-|Ir"tm.'|r11.' Lein

S, Wi Dlae W0 SR, Hagt .|r| . "y i ; 1
Singh H Mo, 408, O Hn“h'wﬁl..l'ﬂh m.ul'-:l-hl South ; Street | b.| Mouth I.1.l|r=:|.r.u'|.h|| | T F.J'lrrl‘nr .'l.'-|-|'l.| I'-I-l:umr.-.":“..lrn'. oY Sin |,|1
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TERM & E:H'HIMTI-EIHH 0OF E- i-i.ll:l'lﬂﬂ SALE : Tha s-Auctian is L.:-:-:, haded 601 "AS 15 WHERE 13 " andd ™ .ﬂ! IH WHAT IZH- BAS|S",

1 Ta v bived of knowhedge and intotmabon of the Authansed Offonr. ihane 4 NG aRcumbrance on any propany. Howaver, he nlending bdden
Pk Fmdes thine vl depincdas] g regardng tha ancambrancss, o of propety sl v machenory puf on auchon and cliwma /rghls (
Hums | AMecing T Dropsemy. pior o sebeniing thar Did, The a-Aechion advarisemont does not conptiluie and will nod B deemed 1o congibie any
cromenirant oo ey represenbalion of thae Bank. Tre Proooerty m Baing saodd Wi all B aonding and luium encu rnrm.ru it whsthisr knden 10 tha ank
Tha Acthonsed Qo Secused Credilor shall nod bo responsibie in sy way lor any third party claena / righits / dues. 2, |l sha8 bo the responsibsity of
the bidders 10 mspec and salinfy hemselves abouf the psss1s and specificaion tedore submitiing II'p'-l"r.'I rllrlnl"lr-rlr hions ol proparty f on o wolan
will ba parmidiad 10 inbnmeled biddare o sites &y mortioned against sach propeny descriplion. 1. The nlamasied bddes shal submit thake EMD

4 00 P

| Py 018 19 o

MNow, submit a life certificate

(Jeevan Pramaan) online from any e « Hassle free process

thiough https. fucobanb auctiontiger. et / also on Auctiontiger imobdle spp (1he user 1D A Paswaord com be oblared ree of Gosl by registerng cCOmMmMon service centre or ffﬂFT'I .-:_‘—:_—:'.E':-':-.‘q.,:-. s T f the J
nama witt hEtps Mucobank auctiontiger,nel ! S8 on Auctiantiger mebile app Mrough Login 10 & Passward 4. 10% of me Lipse: Price / Reserva S oaeen ransiers the Jeavan
Price must be remitted towards EMD through ATGS/NEFT/Money Transfor to the Bank Ajc No. 0336021000200, Mama of the Benoficiary! your own computer/moblle/laptop ¥ o T Pramaan to Bank online

£ oral Office - Hargana , IFSC Mo UCRALBSDTIITT and the Roemitancs deimls miust b clmarty irehoabad in tha bd tonm. ERE s risiiied by
unsucorasiul bidoers shall be rotumed o tham by thae Bark wathou! imderest. In ta oeend of canosiiaton of auction also, EMD pmodnt shadl ba ralurmad
by the Bank sdthout inorost. Parfcipating bidders ane mequired 1 oontact tha Bank in this conpaclion aftor theciase of the aucton, 5. After Regstratan
(Cime Tirrea | by Ihe bscider in e Web Porinl, the inBanding bdder/purchass i nequieed 1o gel Fis ooy ol thes Icdicynng Aoy meEnts up cadad i e
¥¥eb Poral before the Las] Dale & Tma of Butyression of the Bid Documants viz (i) Capy of the NEFT ! RTGS Chalfan o Domand Oral, (i) Copy of
PAM Card, {iil) Proof of idertdfication] Address Prof (K'Y C) viz. seil-aBiestsd copy of Vober ID Card Driving License | Passport ic., (iv) UPLOADNG
SCANNED COF'Y OF ANNE XLIRE -1l & IN [can be downloated iram Wab Porial: rbips:Mfucobank.auctiontiger.neb/also on Auscioeiger mabila app)
AFTER DULY FILLED UF & SIGHING 15 ALSD REQUIIRED wilhoul which e Bid is Eable 5 b repcisd, The imoreabsd beldem who regure
ERRSIANCE N oraabng Loge 10 A Passwand, upioadea] dsfa, sabmiting B Daocimants. Trmmng ! Demansirabion cn Cnlse Irfer-a6 Bhdng sls , may
poertnsd (E-Fropurnmant Techinclogies Lmded | Asctiontigar) Toll Fres me: 1800 103 53432, Halpline Na: OT3-40FI0RIL0TI-4107 2508, Mame;
Sachin Sharma; 99881317576 emall id; punjabilauctiontigar.ret. for any property related guoery may contact Autharised Gificer; Mahesh
Kumar, Mobiks No: S31665TEZS, email 1D zo haryanad@ucobank. oo in during the working hours from Monday to Saturday. 6. Tha infarosted
bidder has o submit their Bid Documents [EMD [(not below the Reserve Price) and roquired docimants [montioned in Polint Mo 4))
onbefore 05.12.2019 upto 400 pm and alier going through the Regstenng Process (One Time | and generating User (D & Passaand of thedr own

ahsll be sligible for particshaling the e-Aucton Process, subpect 1o due warilicaton {of the dacuments) and'or npprovad of the Autharasd Cifficer. 7

Chiirag el Dviline Infer-5a Baiding, Baided can Fnprones Bwer Bad Ao &5 =1 1 B Ihcreass Armount’ (ssnioned abova ] of 18 imulpla and incase
b b8 peldenagd clupnirsgy b Basd 5 mndnusles of B closing Dme ol Bhe e-Auclion. The closirg Times will Bulcematsally pil aslandsd far 5 minuSes (=ach ime 10
ik dosune of s-@uchon prooRss ), nSherwsa_ iE1 autosmabeaiy pet cosad . The Diddar who submils the Righasl bad pmczing {frot belore $he Rasarve -
Price| on the closura of the e-Auction Process shall be declarsd as a Successiul Bigder by the Authorsaed DificerSacured Creditor, afler requinag
verfication. B The Eames! Money Depoasied (EMD) of the Sucoesshd bidder shall be retaned towards part saie consideraton and the EWVD of
unsuonessiul dder shall be refunded. Tha Eames Money Deposit shad not baar any imterest. Thea Soccessful biddee sholl hove (o dopont 25% ol the
aafde prce, adjusting the EMD akwady paid, within 24 hows of the acceptance of bid price by the Authonsed Cificer and the batancs 76% af the sale
price on of before 150 day of sale of within such exiénded penod as agreed upon in wiing by ond salely al the discretion of the Authorised Offcer, In )
cyan il Ot and® i iyl by P Sudsnessld dder, B aemount already deposibed by e ofled 8l b [Babie ta Bhie laeiailsd and propesty glsall e puil

k0 re-Awuchon and the delaiting borowes shall hawe no dasming bl in respect of propertylamount. 9. The prospedlive gurabied biddars may avail onlne -r
trEinEmg o o-Auchon o MUE E-Procusermaant Technoicggies Lid, (Sddon Tigss ) presr @0 tha daté of a-Auction. Meithar tha Bank rnor suthansad CMcar
Shinll B habds hor Givy Indems] Nebwork, probéam @nd he milassiad bidders o ensus thal 1y are [Bohmcally well agugped e parepaling in ihe e-
#ation eveant. 10 Tha Purchaser shal baear the applicable stamp outies'add tional stamp dutydransfer changes, fee atc. and also all the stabatony'non-
satufony dues, tiaes, rains assessmant charpas, fees sio. owing o amybedy. 11, Tho Authorised Officer i not bound 10 accopt tha highest offer and
the Authonsed Offices has the absolube nght o accept or reject any or 2% offer{s} or adjowm / postpone | canced the e-Auction wethout assgning any
reason thersal 12, The bidders s advised 1o o through the delried Terms & Conditions ol e-Auchon availabée on the Web Portal af M's E-
Procureminn Tedhnologies Lbd. (Auctcn Teger) fittes. Vucobank aucioniger.net bofons submilting hair bads and laking paet in the e-Aaclion. 13. The
ErubeAtan B Sqibesc] b e lorse il cheie

(FOR DETAILS TERMSE AND COMNDITIONS PLEAEE WVISITTWEBSITE hitps Tucobank, suctiontigernel atas on Auctionibger mabile app.)

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE B{G) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

The borower‘gesraninm are hereby notfied o pay ®e sum as mentoned above 2iong with upio date mierest and ancillany expenses before the date of p-Auction fadimg
arhich the property il B2 sucinned'sosd and basnoe cues, F any, wil De necomsnied with sienest and cos

Date - 21.41.2018 Place ;- Kamal

@papaer “.ne‘ S5, Com

through bio-metric authentication, = SMS update to the
Pensioner
= Ensures Transparency

& Accountability

See the documentary on the
process of Jeevan Pramaan
submission at our website
https://pensionersportal.gov.in.

Don't wait, get a life certificate now!

e deelp

FESTRTT A

Department of
Pension & Pensioners' Welfare
Government of India

davp/32301/13/0003/1920

AUTHORISED OFFICER, UCDO BANK
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S MARUTI SUZUKI ARENA |

PERFORMANCE
S-CNG | MEETS SAFETY

with Factory-Fitted S-CNG Technology.

ALTO 53,000
UNMATCHED Convenience =

_ CELERIOR 50,000°
i SAVEUPTO  aconRz 25,000

journeys effortless EECU ? 40, ﬂuﬂ*

IMPROVED Performance -

Diral ECU and Intelliigent Injection
Spatem dellver power a0rmas
ol rerTaEns

ENHANCED Safety

Léak-Proof Design and integrated
MHAMMSSS PSS COmpiers peace
of mund

a@
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E-book today at www.marutisuzuki.com or visit your nearest Maruti Suzuki dealership | For bulk orders, mail at: anindya.sarkar@maruti.co.in (NCR); abhinav.v
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ALVIDA KHANSI & an

HERBAL COUGH SYRUP

™ [

s S H U D I I

SORE TH ROAT 1@ /torexherbcoughsyrup ,ﬂ /TorqueShudhRaktashod
e RAKTASHODHAK @ I
@ /TorexHerbalCoughSyrup

TUkH HERBAL

Tulsi helps suppress cough and

aids the mobilization of mucus. B LOO D P U RI F I E R e SANAY

Sanay leaves are used for alleviating
' 2. PIPPALI Natural remedy for skin disorders like acne,

il toxin from our body.
& Pippali is used for cold and mucus boils, skin rashes, blemishes, hives etc.
conditions of the lungs.

TOREX

HEABAL LGS & R P

For pimple free skin. NEEM

It is the best natural herb for the
cleansing of blood and used as a
blood purifier.

VASA
e ¢ LA 2 7H ERBS
KULANJAN FORMULA

Kulanjan is effective herb for
pearing cough and throat itching.

YASHTIMADHU

Yashtimadhu treats cough, hoarse
voice, chest congestion & sore throat.

-
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BABOOL

It acts as a detoxifier. It is the best herb
for the management of internal as well
as external health problems.

TN Sy

K

TULSI

It is very effective in autoimmune diseases.
It acts as an anti-oxidants and detoxifier.

Alcohol Free

CHIRAYATA

Chirata helps create more blood in the body.
Anemia can be treated using this plant. Their
antioxidant property helps clear the skin.
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DARUHARIDRA
] e ' gy g sl A 3 As a blood purifier decoction of daruharidra
i oo il and rasanjana used in combination, is salutary
B S S ) PR — in the secondary stage of syphilis.

Distributor contact : Delhi - Raj Ayurmed Bhagirath Palace +91 92108 01700, 80764 36657 | RSM : +91 88821 71439 / sales@torquepharma.com
For Trade Enquiries, please contact: +91 97792 14455 / care@torqueayurveda.com
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