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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Saturday: Thunderstorm  accompanied  with  light
ning very likely at isolated places over Tamilnadu, Puducherry &
Karaikal.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....29.4....15.8 Kozhikode....................—....34.5....25.5

Ahmedabad...........—....33.0....18.4 Kurnool .......................—....32.3....20.8

Aizawl...................—....22.3....10.7 Lucknow......................—....27.8....13.2

Allahabad..............—....29.2....13.6 Madurai .......................—....31.8....25.5

Bengaluru .............—....27.0....19.8 Mangaluru ................ 0.5....36.9....25.4

Bhopal ..................—....30.2....15.0 Mumbai .......................—....34.7....22.8

Bhubaneswar.........—....30.2....18.0 Mysuru ........................—....28.0....20.4

Chandigarh ...........—....24.0....13.2 New Delhi ...................—....27.7....11.8

Chennai ............. 0.5....31.5....26.3 Patna ..........................—....27.8....14.4

Coimbatore ...........—....29.3....21.9 Port Blair.....................—....31.4....26.4

Dehradun ..............—....25.8....12.6 Puducherry ............... 7.7....26.8....22.8

Gangtok................—....17.6....11.0 Pune............................—....29.7....16.9

Goa.......................—....34.4....25.0 Raipur .........................—....30.0....17.2

Guwahati ..............—....29.4....16.5 Ranchi .........................—....27.0....13.0

Hubballi ................—....29.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....19.1......8.5

Hyderabad ............—....29.5....20.5 Shimla.........................—....17.3....10.0

Imphal ..................—....25.3......8.8 Srinagar.................... 6.1....11.7......3.8

Jaipur ...................—....28.3....16.5 Thiruvananthapuram.... 22.2....32.9....23.2

Kochi ....................—....32.8....25.4 Tiruchi...................... 0.4....27.9....24.0

Kohima .................—....24.2....10.2 Vijayawada ..................—....31.0....21.4

Kolkata .................—....29.5....18.2 Visakhapatnam .............—....30.5....23.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 400 indicating a severe
level of pollution. In
contrast, Eloor, Kerala
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 42.

Ahmedabad..... ..— 120 12 ....89 ...87 ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..6 .53 50 ..118 .....— ....*

Chennai .......... ..9 .10 .8 ....52 ...58 ....*

Delhi .............. ..9 .62 75 ..420 .379 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 16 .54 44 ..212 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... 12 .72 36 ..252 .170 ....*

Lucknow ......... 10 .48 .7 ..354 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 13 .85 27 ..245 .178 ....*

Pune............... 79 .11 58 ..204 .136 ....*

Visakhapatnam 11 .43 33 ....84 ...96 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Families aff��ected by the Sar
dar  Sarovar  Dam  called  off��
their sitin here on Thursday
night,  following  a  string  of
assurances  by  Surendra
Singh  Baghel,  Madhya  Pra
desh Tourism and Narmada
Valley  Development  Minis
ter, and senior bureaucrats.

Damaged  crops  will  be
compensated  for,  relief
camps will be set up in Ali
rajpur  district  and  bridges
and  roads  will  be  built  to
reach  swathes  cut  off��  from
the  mainland,  the  govern
ment has said. Narmada Ba

chao Andolan’s leader Med
ha Patkar and members held
discussions  with  bureau

crats  from  the  Revenue,
Agriculture and Law Depart
ments and the Narmada Val
ley  Development  Authority
(NVDA)  from  November  16
to 20. 

NVDA  Commissioner  Pa
wan Kumar Sharma said that
a resurvey  using  satellite
imaging  had  begun.  A  plan
for the construction of roads
and  bridges  would  be
chalked out. “For the sake of
transparency,  the  proposal
would be sent to gram sami
tis as well,” he said. “By No
vember end, all the eligible
families  will  be  given  com
pensation.” 

Dam-hit families to get 
solatium for crop loss 
Staff reporter

Bhopal

Medha Patkar at a meeting
with offi��cials regarding the
Sardar Sarovar project.

Students  opposing  the  ap
pointment of a  ‘Muslim’ as
assistant  professor  in  the
Sanskrit  Vidya  Dharm  Vij
nan  (SVDV)  faculty  of  the
Banaras  Hindu  University
(BHU)  on  Friday  called  off��
their 15day dharna. 

They, however, vowed to
carry  on  their  campaign
through  other  means  such
as writing to the Prime Mi
nister's  Offi��ce  (PMO).  They
would continue the boycott
of classes and examinations
till  their  demand  is  met
with, they said.

The  protesting  students,
who  had  been  on  a  sitin
since  November  7,  have
been  demanding  that  the
varsity  cancel  the  appoint
ment of assistant professor
Feroze  Khan  and  transfer
him to another faculty.

A senior  administrative
offi��cial of the BHU, however,
told The Hindu that no such
report would be sent to the
PMO,  and  dismissed  the
dharna as “baseless,  illegal
and unconstitutional.”

The  offi��cial  further  said
that  99%  of  the  university
staff��  and  administration
were behind Mr. Khan. 

special correspondent

LUCKNOW 

BHU students call
off�� 15day dharna The Central Bureau of Inves

tigation on Friday searched
several  locations  in  Guru
gram, Aizawl and Imphal in
connection with the alleged
embezzlement of ₹��332 crore
by the then chairmen of Ma
nipur Development Society
(MDS),  including  former

Chief  Minister  O.  Ibobi
Singh.

The  searches  were  con
ducted  on  a  day  Manipur
Congress  legislators,  led by
the  former  Chief  Minister,
staged  a  protest  in  Delhi
against  the  Citizenship
Amendment Bill and the Na
ga accord. 

Speaking  to  The Hindu,

he  said  he  was  not  scared
and  he  would  fi��ght  for  jus
tice.  “Not  only  the  CBI,  we
welcome other agencies like
the Enforcement Directorate
and  the  National  Investiga
tion Agency also. I will give
full  cooperation,”  he  said,
adding  that  the  probe
should not have any political
vendetta. 

Ex-Manipur CM’s premises raided
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Venki  Ramakrishnan,  the
recipient of the 2009 Nobel
Prize in Chemistry and cur
rently the 62nd pre
sident  of  the  Royal
Society,  will  be  the
2020 Speaker of the
TNQ  Distinguished
Lectures in the Life
Sciences.  This  will
be the tenth edition
of the lecture series.

The  Indiaborn
Ramakrishnan  will  be
speaking in four cities in Ja
nuary. 

Dr.  Ramakrishnan  has
spent  most  of  his  research
life on the ribosome, the cell

structure  necessary  for
making protein, and his pro
posed  lecture,  ‘My  Adven
tures  in  the  Ribosome’,  is
expected  to  be  about  his

scientifi��c  journey.
He  also  wrote  a
popular  science
book,  The Gene

Machine,  explain
ing  his  work,  the
road  to  the  Nobel
and  the  competi
tion  among  va
rious  research

groups  to fi��gure out  the  ri
bosome’s structure. 

The annual lectures have
been delivered by scientists
who have made a signifi��cant
impact on the life sciences.

Venki Ramakrishnan to
deliver TNQ lectures 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Actorwriter Shaukat
Kaifi�� passes away
MUMBAI

Veteran theatre and film

actor and writer Shaukat Kaifi

died here on Friday.

According to a family source,

she was in her 90s and ailing

for a long time. In the world

of films, she is best known

for her work in M.S. Sathyu’s

Garm Hava, Muzaffar Ali’s

Umrao Jaan and Sagar

Sarhadi’s Bazaar.

IN BRIEF

DGCA seeks report after
damage to sitar
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation has sought a

report from Air India on an

incident earlier this month

involving damage to musician

Shubhendra Rao’s sitar during

a flight from New Delhi to

New York. The incident

brought to the fore

difficulties faced by artistes

during air travel when their

musical instruments are often

mishandled.

The thrum of a hovering hel
icopter  with  a  Minister  on
board was what hooked Shi
vangi,  a  wideeyed  10year
old  from  Bihar’s  Muzzafar
pur, to fl��ying. 

But then, as a regular mo
fussil  girl  born  to  a  school
teacher and a housewife, life
moved on and she went on to
graduate in mechanical engi
neering from the SikkimMa
nipal Institute of Technology. 

While  in  college,  a  naval
presentation made as part of
a university  entry  scheme
again stoked the latent desire
in her to fl��y. She cleared the
Service  Selection  Board
(SSB) at Bhopal, but failed to
get a call thanks to fewer va
cancies. 

A few  months  into  her
M.Tech  at  the  Malaviya  Na
tional Institute of Technolo
gy,  Jaipur,  she  attended
another  SSB  in  Bengaluru
and made the cut. That was

in  2018.  After  a  sixmonth
long  Naval  Orientation
Course  at  the  Indian  Naval
Academy  at  Ezhimala,  she
spent  another  six  months
getting the hang of fl��ying on
a Pilatus basic trainer at the
Air Force Academy (AFA). 

The  last six months were
with the Kochibased Indian
Naval  Air  Squadron  550,
known  as  ‘Flying  Fish’,  the
alma mater of naval aviation
in India, where she learnt to
fl��y the Dornier maritime re
connaissance aircraft. 

Making history
On December 2, Sub Lieute
nant  Shivangi  will  earn  her
‘wings’, and make history as
the fi��rstever woman to steer
an  Indian  naval  aircraft  to
the skies.

“You don’t need to be sup
er talented to fl��y an aircraft,
but you need to work really
hard and stay  focused,” she
says.

“Flying goes against your

natural  instincts. Hence  the
importance of focus and skill
sets,” she adds. 

“But  she’s  an  altogether
diff��erent person in the cock

pit – a quick learner and an
adept fl��yer,” vouches Lieute
nant Commander Rahul Ya
dav, one of her instructors at
INAS 550. 

Before  joining  the  Navy,
Sub Lieutenant Shivangi had
only seen the sea in Goa as a
tourist. “At Muzzafarpur, Na
vy  meant  sailing  to  people

and  naval  aviation  was  un
known.  Maybe  now  it  will
have  better  visibility,”  she
says.

Bigger dreams
She has logged some 100 fl��y
ing hours so far, with over 60
on the Dornier as part of the
course. This will be followed
by  another  six  months  of
missionbased  fl��ying  in
which she will get to learn to
exploit the aircraft for its op
erational  role.  The  bigger
dream, however,  is to even
tually  qualify  to  fl��y  the  P8I
longrange  maritime  recce
aircraft. 

By  Decemberend,  two
more  women  pilots  of  the
Navy, Sub Lt. Shubhangi and
Sub  Lt.  Divya  will  also  get
their  wings  at  Yelahanka
where they trained with the
Air Force. 

They will then join Shivan
gi and three other offi��cers for
the  Dornier  Operational
Flight Training. 

Navy gives Shivangi wings to follow her dreams
With two more women pilots set to join the ranks by December-end, she hopes more will follow suit

S. Anandan

KOCHI

Moment of pride: After a basic course on Dornier aircraft and close to 100 fl��ying hours, Sub
Lieutenant Shivangi will earn her ‘wings’ on December 2, 2019. * THULASI KAKKAT

Police officer run over 
by smugglers’ vehicle
AGARTALA

An onduty police officer was

killed after a speeding car

used by suspected smugglers

hit him in Sepahijala district

before dawn on Friday. The

Tripura government has

announced compensation of

₹��10 lakh to support the

bereaved family. The officer

was hit by a vehicle when he

was conducting an inspection,

the Superintendent of Police

said. 


