
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 22

In connection with “Arijit
Singh (Singer) Live con-
cert on  Saturday between
5 pm to 10pm at the L.B.
Stadium, Hyderabad, the
following traffic restric-
tions will be made, if
required, as per the traffic
situation, the police said.

At AR Petrol Pump Jn.,
traffic will not be allowed
towards BJR Statue and
will be diverted towards
Nampally (through K.L.K.
Building) or Ravindra
Bharati

Traffic coming from
Abids and Gunfoundry
side will not be allowed
towards BJR Statue and
Basheerbagh Jn., and it
will be diverted at SBI

Gunfoundry towards
Chapel road.

Traffic coming from Old
MLA quarters towards
Basheerbagh will be
diverted at old MLA Qtrs
towards Himayatnagar Y.
Junction.

Traffic coming from
King Koti to Basheerbagh
via: Bharatiya Vidya

Bhavan will be diverted at
King Koti X Roads
towards Tajmahal and
Eden Garden.

Traffic coming from
Liberty towards
Basheerbagh Jn. will be
diverted at Liberty Jn.
towards Himayatnagar.

Traffic coming from
Ravindra Bharathi side
intends to go towards
Basheerbagh will not be
allowed, will be diverted
at Old PCR junction
towards Nampally. 

All citizens are request-
ed to make a note and take
alternate routes to reach
their destinations during
the specified timings and
cooperate with the traffic
police, addl. commission-
er of police,          (traffic),
said.
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Gift packets 
Minister Koppula Eshwar asks officials
to complete supply of Christmas gift
packets to the districts by December 5

We are keen to
promote skill
development

programmes for
women 

— Bonthu Rammohan
Mayor 

IN BRIEF

Students punished by the class teacher for improper haircut at the Government Boys High School, Chanchalguda, on Friday. —  P. SURENDRA 

Traffic curbs for Arijit Show

A. RRAVINDRA SSESHU || DDC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 22

Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee
(TPCC) working president
and former MP, Ponnam
Prabhakar, questioned the
central government’s
reluctance to intervene in
Road Transport
Corporation (RTC) strike.
Speaking to the media on
Friday,  Mr Prabhakar
criticised the central gov-
ernment led by the BJP
for ‘playing a drama’ in
the RTC strike when it is
likely coming to an end. 

The senior Congress
leader said that the cen-
tral government did not
respond to the strike for
the last 48 days even
though it has a 31 per cent
share in the corporation. 

He said that it is shame-
ful that Chief Minister
Chandrasekhar Rao did
not respond to the phone
calls made by Union
transport minister Nitin
Gadkari.

He also spoke on the Mid
Manair dam. 

He said TRS leaders
have alleged that the pre-
vious Congress govern-
ment was responsible for
the leakages in the Mid
Manair dam, and that
means that the TRS
accepts that the dam was
constructed by a Congress

government. If a mistake
was made in the Congress
regime, why doesn’t the
TRS government order a
probe and take action, he
asked. 

Mr Prabhakar said he
has made a complaint to
investigation agencies
about corruption in the
Mid Manair dam and if
the central government

orders a probe, he will
produce evidence of cor-
ruption.

Why Centre was silent on RTC
strike, questions Cong leader

Now, VHR  in race
for PCC chief post
S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU ||
DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 22

The race for the TPCC
president post is getting
spicier by the day with
many throwing in their
hat. The latest in the fray
is former MP, V
Hanumantha Rao (VHR),
who like MP Komatireddy
Venkata Reddy and legis-
lator Jagga Reddy, came
out openly seeking the
post. Speaking to the
media here on Friday,
Hanumantha Rao said
“age is not criteria for the
PCC President post.
Sheila Dikshit, was all of
82 years, when she was
appointed Delhi PCC
Chief. Experience and
strength are more impor-
tant and I have both”. 

Asserting that he was a
staunch Congress loyal-
ist, VHR said he will be
with the party till his last
breath. He said that like
in 1972 when Indira
Gandhi gave a slogan
‘Justice to weaker sec-
tions’, now Sonia Gandhi
should give importance to
weaker sections. 

Mr Rao said that he
enjoys tremendous good-
will among the people and
would follow directions of
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi. 

He said that in order to
remove K Chandrasekhar
Rao (KCR) from power,
the State Congress should
be headed by a BC leader.
He said it was time
Congress leaders strive to
bring the party to power
and give a thanksgiving
gift to Sonia Gandhi, who
was instrumental in cre-
ation of Telangana State.
He said he was ready to
shoulder the responsibili-
ty and as TPCC President,
he would endeavour to
unseat KCR from the seat
and ensure a Congress
rule. “Bringing the party
to power is important.

Who will be the Chief
Minister is the preroga-
tive of the party high
command,” he said.

Hanumantha Rao said
that he will meet Sonia
Gandhi soon and urge her
to make him the next
TPCC president.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, NOV. 22

The state government on
Friday announced hefty
license fee hikes for set-
ting up of bars and micro
breweries across the State.

According to the revised
policy, that was issued
through a GO, a micro
brewery or a bar in a 3-
star hotel has to pay `1.5
crore per annum as
license fee and non-
refundable registration
charge.

For bars in areas having
less than 50,000 popula-
tion, the annual license fee
and non-refundable regis-
tration has been fixed at
`25 lakh, while for locali-
ties with population from
50,001 to five lakh it will be
`50 lakh and for those with
over five lakh population,
the fee will be `75 lakh.
Renewal of license for the
second year will be with a
10 percent enhancement
from the first year’s
amount.

The Commissioner of

Prohibition & Excise will
fix the number of bars in
each of the Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) like
Municipal Corporation,
Municipality and Nagar
Panchayats, duly reducing

the existing number by 40
per cent. In case only one
bar exists in a ULB, the
number will be retained.
The number of bars in
respect of 3-Star and above
hotels and micro brew-
eries existing in the ULB
shall be excluded from the
existing number of bars
and the remaining ones
will be reduced by 40pc.

The licence period shall
be two years from January
1, 2020 to December 31,
2021. In case of more than
one applicant in a notified

area, draw of lots by the
respective district collec-
tors will decide the even-
tual licensee. The business
hours will be from 11am to
10 pm in respect of bars
other than 3-Star and
above hotels and food sup-
ply up to 11pm. For star
hotels, the business hours
shall be from 11am to
11pm and food supply up
to 12 midnight.

Another GO was also
issued cancelling the
existing licenses of bars
across the State.

Jagan increases licence fee for bars 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, NOV. 22

The state government has
decided to levy additional
retail excise tax on issue
price of Indian made foreign
liquor, foreign liquor, beer,
wine and ready to drink vari-
eties supplied by the whole-
sale IMFL depots to the
licencees of bars at flat rate
with effect from Saturday in

the state.
The state government

issued G.O. MS No. 471 dated
22-11-2019. Accordingly, IMFL
flat rate includes: `30 for
60/90 ml, `60 for 180 ml, `120
for 375 ml, `240 for 750 ml,
`300 for 1,000 ml and `750 for

2,000 ml. Foreign liquor flat
rate includes: `30 for 50/60
ml, `60 for 200/275 ml, `120 for
330 to 500 ml, `240 for 700/750
ml and `750 for 1,500/2,000 ml. 

Beer of all ranges flat rate
includes: `30 for 330 ml, `30
for 500 ml, `60 for 650 ml,
`3,000 for 30,000 ml and `6,000
for 50,000 ml. 

Ready to drink all ranges
flat rate includes `60 for
250/275 ml. 

Costly liquor in AP from
today as excise goes up

I have
experience and

strength to become
TPCC president. Age
is not a criteria, to
bring Congress into
power is important.
Will meet Sonia
Gandhi soon and
request her for TPCC
president post.”

V. HANUMANTHA
RAO, Congress leader

■ ■ HANUMANTHA
RAO said that like in
1972 when Indira
Gandhi gave a slogan
‘Justice to weaker
sections’, now Sonia
Gandhi should give
importance to the
weaker sections. The
Congress leader also
said that he enjoys
tremendous goodwill
among the people.

VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA
HYDERABAD, NOV. 22

Vemulawada  MLA, Dr
Chennamaneni Ramesh,
secured temporary relief
in the High Court on
Friday on the question of
his citizenship.

While dealing with
Ramesh’s petition chal-
lenging the order of
union home ministry,
Justice Challa
Kodandaram granted an
interim suspension for
four weeks  on the order of
the under secretary,
declaring the  petitioner
as ‘not a citizen of India.’

The judge further direct-

ed N. Rajeshwara Rao,
assistant solicitor general
of India (ASG),  represent-
ing the union home min-
istry, to produce records
pertaining to Ramesh’s
residence in Germany
when he was granted
Indian citizenship.

During arguments, the

ASG said Ramesh applied
for an Indian citizenship
on 31 March, 2008 and got
the citizenship on 03
February 2009. In between
this period, the petitioner
stayed in Germany and
the period of time he
spent in India is only two
months. Adv. Vedula

Venkataramana, the coun-
sel  representing Ramesh,
said that the statute does
not provide for stripping
the citizenship of a person
when his stay in India is
conducive to the people of
the country. Adv. Ravi
Kiran Rao, counsel for Adi
Srinivas, who contested in
the elections against
Ramesh and lost said that
the government of India,
home ministry, after going
through all the material
placed before it, has con-
cluded that the petitioner
has obtained Indian
Citizenship by fraudulent
means and by placing
false information.

Ramesh gets HC relief
High Court stays revocation of the MLA’s citizenship

● Ramesh’s counsel said
that the statute does not
provide for stripping the
citizenship of a person
when his stay in India is
conducive to the people of
the country.

Hairy tale

DC CCORRESPONDENT
KHAMMAM, NOV. 22

RTC workers in all bus
depots have enquired
about the government’s
stand on their joining
work while involving
their agitation pro-
grammes on Friday.

They have been finan-
cially hit by the long
strike during which they
have earned nothing and
seem to have made up
their minds to resume
work whenever the man-
agement allows them
.The main point of dis-
cussion in all depots is
what stand the govern-
ment will take.

Food distribution was
organised at Sattupalli
depot and workers
demanded that the state
government allow them
to resume work without
attaching any precondi-
tions. 

The government
employees came to the
Khammam bus depot and
expressed their solidarity
on the demand of allow-
ing them to join without
conditions. N. Kesav, a
driver in Khammam said
that the government must
respond to their decision
to end the strike. 

“There is no question of
winner or loser in this
fight,” he said. 

Workers ask govt
to clear its stand

From Page 1

This stench and attitude,
they say, continues to per-
severe despite principal
secretary Arvind Kumar
directing the concession-
aire of Jawaharnagar
dumpyard to take meas-
ures to reduce the stench
emanating from the dump
and creating an inconven-
ience to the neighbour-
hood.

The air smells like a
combination of rotting
carcasses, burning rub-
ber and ammonia and
stays for hours.
Depending on the wind, it
drifts in different direc-
tions. 

This stench has been
persistent for the last four
years. 

It has forced residents to
drape themselves in
scarves, not because of
the cold but to keep away
the stench.

Residents are convinced
that the stench has only
two possible sources of
origin — the drying
Kapra lake or the massive
dump yard at
Jawaharnagar, which
hosts the city’s refuse.
Officials suggested that
the smell could be the rot-
ting lakebed of the Kapra
lake which has been de-
watered for Mission
Kakatiya.

It smells like
rotting carcasses

From Page 1

When the bench asked
Advocate General BS
Prasad to file a counter-
affidavit clarifying this,
he undertook that the
process would be fol-
lowed strictly in accor-
dance with the MV act
provisions.

On the petitioner’s
apprehension that work-
ers would be axed along-
side the privatising of
RTC routes, the bench
observed that the appre-
hensions were mis-
placed and unjustified.

“The provisions of
Chapter V and Chapter
VI of the MV Act will
have to be kept in mind,”
the bench said.
“Therefore, at best, the
state would be justified
in bringing in private
sector players only to the
extent of 50 per cent but
not beyond.”

The bench was not
inclined to suspend the
order for 10 days so that
it could be challenged
before the Supreme
Court.

CAN’T PRIVATISE
MORE THAN 50%
ROUTES, SAYS HC

IREDDY SSRINIVAS
REDDY || DDC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 22

The Joint Action
Committee of the
Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation
workers’ unions on
Friday announced that
the strike by employees
will continue if the state
government does not
respond positively to
their decision of joining
duties unconditionally.

The announcement
was made after JAC
leaders held a meeting
with various trade
unions at the Mahatma
Gandhi Bus Station here
on Friday. 

Briefing media after
the meeting, JAC con-
vener Ashwathama
Reddy said none of the
workers were allowed to
join duty by the manage-
ment of the RTC though
a number of employees
had been queuing up
before depots across the
state since the last two
days. As a result, he
said, they will continue
their strike with work-
ers holding rallies under
the slogan of ‘Save RTC’
on Saturday. RTC JAC
co-convener Raji Reddy
accused CM K.
Chandrasekhar Rao of
having no intention to
resolve the issue.

RTC JAC DECIDES
TO CONTINUE
STRIKE

From Page 1

Commissioner D.S. Lokesh,
zonal commissioner B Srinivas
Reddy and other officials were
blissfully unaware of the col-
lapse. They have apparently
decided to check the structural
stability on Saturday.

The Swapnalok complex has
cracks on all floors. The build-
ing is dangerously weak and
has several offices including
travel agencies, insurance
agencies, garment and shoe
shops, eateries, labs and data
entry companies. 

Lakhs pass by on their way to
Patny junction. Thus even a
minor collapse would be major
trouble. Deccan Chronicle
informed zonal commissioner
Srinivas Reddy but he said it
was too late to send anyone
over, and that someone would
be deputed on Saturday.

Lokesh Kumar claimed he
was unware and said he would
look into it. He said that the
structure became dangerously
weak due to incessant rainfall.
The corporation would inspect
the site and take further action.

GHMC BLAMES
RAINS FOR  
COLLAPSE

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 22

The first meeting of
Rachnatmak Congress held at
AICC war room at Delhi on
Friday decided to work with all
non-political organisations and
civil society groups towards
extending the party’s base.
Telangana TPCC general secre-
taries Vinod Reddy, Premlal
and TPCC spokesperson Ravali
Reddy attended the meeting. 

Rachnatmak Congress was
formed in 2018 by then AICC
president Rahul Gandhi to
bridge the gap between the
Congress party and civil socie-
ty and non-political organisa-
tions that work with people and
take up their issues. These
include non-governmental
organisations, apart from sar-
vodayi, Gandhian and khadi
bodies, trade unions, non-RSS
religious groups and others. 

TPCC general secretary
Vinod Reddy said the
Rachnatmak Congress was set
up with the purpose of reinvig-
orating connections with civil
society groups and work with
them for the rights of people.

RACHNATMAK
CONG TO

EXPAND BASE

DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, NOV. 22

Vijaywada: Union home min-
istry issued new political map
of India, recognising
Amaravati as the Capital of
Andhra Pradesh. Earlier, the
ministry had issued India’s
political map without AP capi-
tal name. 

Earlier, the map printed
Hyderabad as the capital of
Telangana State but did not
mention Amaravati as the capi-
tal of Andhra Pradesh.

AMARAVATI
GETS CENTRE’S

RECOGNITION

■ ■ BUSINESS HHOURS
will be from 11 am to
10 pm in respect of
bars other than 3-Star
and above hotels with
food supply up to
11pm. 

■ ■ PRABHAKAR said
that he has made a
complaint to investiga-
tion agencies about
corruption in the Mid
Manair dam. 

■ ■ READY TTO drink all
ranges flat rate includes
`60 for 250/275 ml. 
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Late support
Ramdas Athawale says BJP should
have agreed to Sena’s demand of CM
post for two-and-a-half years 

Abrogation of J&K’s
special status ended

‘crisis of credibility’
— Rajnath Singh

Union minister

IN BRIEF

Muslim cops told
to shave beards

Jaipur: The police in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district 

has disallowed nine police-
men from the Muslim com-

munity from sporting 
beards to ensure that they

act and look ‘unbiased’
while on duty. In an order

issued by Alwar
Superintendent of Police
Anil Paris Deshmukh on

Thursday, the permission
given earlier to the Muslim 
policemen to keep beards

under a provision of the
state’s law has been with-

drawn with immediate
effect. While the Alwar

police had given permission
to 32 Muslim cops to 

sport beards, it has been
withdrawn for only nine of

them. Speaking to reporters
here, Deshmukh said the

main objective of 
the order is that the men in

uniform should perform their
duties in an unbiased man-
ner. “Policemen should not

only work in an unbiased
manner but they  should

also look unbiased,” the SP
said.  “There is a provision

of the government which
allows HoD  to permit cops
to keep beards. Under the

provision, 32 policemen
were given permission.

Permission of nine police-
men has been cancelled
while for rest of them it

stands unchanged,” he said.

MANOJ AANAND || DDC
GUWAHATI, NOV. 22

Though the Central
government is yet to
decide the date for
tabling the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in
the Parliament, an indi-
cation of it has sparked
protests in Assam
where leaders and
activists of All Assam
Students’ Union
(AASU) and 30 allied
organisations took out
a massive torchlight
procession that disrupt-
ed the normal life in
Guwahati. 

The student body
asserted that Assam
will not take the burden
of illegal migrants com-
ing to the state after the
cut-off date fixed by the
Assam Accord, and reit-
erated that the indige-
nous population of
entire state was united
against the Bill.

Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti
(KMSS) on Friday

choked the vehicular
movement in the capital
city by organising mas-
sive protest called Raj
Bhawan Gherao. KMSS
leader Akhil Gogoi said
that political rights of
the indigenous people
would be snatched as
soon as they CAB is
passed by the parlia-
ment. He called upon
the people of the state
to oppose CAB to save
their rights

Another group—
Indigenous Forum,
Assam also organised a

sit-in demonstration
against the CAB. The
representatives from
other North-Eastern
states also participated
in the protest and reit-
erated that they will not
allow Parliament to
pass the CAB. The pro-
testors said that the Bill
breached the clause of
historic Assam Accord
which states that all
illegal immigrants who
came to Assam from
Bangladesh after 1971,
irrespective of their
religion, are to be
detected and deported.

Student organisations
and ethnic groups rep-
resenting various
indigenous communi-
ties of the state too have
extended their full sup-
port to the movement.
It is significant that pro-
posed CAB has the cut
of date of December 31,
2014 implying that any-
one who has entered
Assam till this date
would be granted citi-
zenship.

Protests over
CAB continue

Washington, Nov 22: The
US has extended its support
to India’s opposition to
China's ambitious One Belt
One Road (OBOR) initiative,
saying the US shares New
Delhi’s concern over the
multi billion-dollar project,
while questioning the eco-
nomic rationale behind it.

The Belt and Road
Initiative, a pet project of
Chinese President Xi
Jinping, focuses on improv-
ing connectivity and coop-
eration among Asian coun-
tries, Africa, China and
Europe.

India is the only major
country in the world to have
opposed the OBOR project
on the grounds of territori-
al sovereignty, given that its
flagship project, the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), passes
through Pakistan-occupied

Kashmir, which India has
always maintained, is its
territory.

“India has been crystal
clear from the outset they
saw the geopolitical ele-
ments of the OBOR proj-
ect”, said Alice Wells, the
principal deputy assistant
secretary of State for South
and Central Asia, in
response to a question at

the think tank Woodrow
Wilson International
Centre for Scholars.

“We share India’s con-
cerns over projects that
don't have any economic
basis and that leads to coun-
try ceding sovereignty,” she
said.

“Sri Lanka is not the only
country that effectively
ceded sovereignty over a

key asset,” she added.
Struggling with debts, Sri
Lanka formally handed
over the southern sea port
of Hambantota to China in
2017 on a 99-year lease.

Speaking on the construc-
tion of Gwadar port, Wells
said, “It feeds into the
Indian anxiety because the
commercial basis of the
project is not clear. This
project has been very long
in the making and the eco-
nomic rationale that drives
it is not clear to the out-
siders” she said in response
to a question.

“The OBOR was designed
in part to be able to export
excess labour, excess capital
and excess production facil-
ities. So China was trying to
solve one of its own domes-
tic problems at the expense
of the receiving country,”
she added. — PTI

US says India right on OBOR 

New Delhi, Nov 22: The
Supreme Court on Friday
asked the Centre to respond
to a plea challenging the con-
stitutional validity of the
amendments made in the
law allowing private entities
to use the Aadhaar data pro-
vided voluntarily by cus-
tomers for ID authentica-
tion.

A bench, comprising Chief
Justice S.A. Bobde and
Justice B.R. Gavai, took note
of the plea filed by S.G.
Vombatkere, who alleged
that the 2019 amendments
into the Aadhaar Act violat-
ed the previous apex court
judgments.

Earlier, a five-judge
Constitution bench, while
upholding the validity of
Aadhaar Act, made certain
exceptions and said private
entities cannot be allowed to
use the data even for volun-
tary authentication of cus-
tomers’ details.

Later, the Centre amended
the law allowing voluntary
use of Aadhaar as proof of
identity to open bank
accounts and to get mobile
phone connection.

The Aadhaar and Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2019 was passed in Rajya
Sabha in July by a voice
vote, although many
Opposition parties had
opposed it citing various
reasons, including appre-
hensions data theft.

The amendment Bill,
which provides a penalty of
`1 crore and a jail term for
private entities for violating
provisions on Aadhaar data,
was earlier passed by Lok
Sabha on July 4. — PTI

SC SEEKS CENTRE’S
RESPONSE ON
AADHAAR PLEA

● The student
body asserted
that Assam will
not take the bur-
den of illegal
migrants coming
to the state after
the cut-off date
fixed by the
Assam Accord. 

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY || DDC 
BHOPAL, NOV. 22

A woman in a Madhya
Pradesh village alleged-
ly strangled her hus-
band and buried his
body in her kitchen.
Pramila Benawal sus-
pected her husband
Mahesh, a lawyer, of an
affair with his sister-in-
law, police said on
Friday.

Police dug the body
out of the kitchen late

Thursday night follow-
ing a tip-off by the
deceased’s brother,
Arjun Benawal. 

This sordid tale took
place in village
Karonda Tola in
Annupur district.

According to the sta-
tion house officer (SHO)
of Amarkantak police
station, B.P. Singh,
Arjun Benawal told the
police on Thursday that
he suspected his sister-
in-law Pramila’s hand
in the disappearance of

his brother a month
ago.

“A foul smell was ema-
nating from my broth-
er's house, missing
since October 22,” the
police quoted Arjun as
saying. “I was denied
entry by my sister-in-
law, widow of Mahesh. I
apprehend foul play in
my brother's disappear-
ance.”

Pramila had reported
her husband missing at
the local police station
on October 22.

Woman kills husband,
buries body in kitchen

● The Belt and Road
Initiative, a pet project
of Xi Jinping, focuses on
improving connectivity
and cooperation among
Asian countries, Africa,
China and Europe.

● India is the only major country in the
world to have opposed the OBOR project. 

Sambhal (UP), Nov. 22: A
16-year-old girl was allegedly
raped and set ablaze by her
neighbour in a township in
Uttar Pradesh’s  Sambhal
district, police said on
Friday.

The teenager, who suffered
serious burns in the incident
on Thursday night, has been
referred to the Safdarjung
hospital in Delhi, police
said. The girl was alone at
her house in Nakhasa police
station area  when her
neighbour, Zeeshan, alleged-
ly raped her. — PTI

TEEN RAPED BY
NEIGHBOUR, SET
ABLAZE IN U.P. 
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Big charge
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury attacked the
Centre over disinvestment of PSUs, accusing it of pur-
suing privatisation to ‘pamper’ some private players 

Not interested in
politics over water

issue 
— Arvind Kejriwal 

Delhi Chief Minister 

SHORT TAKES
JAPANESE

STUDENT
FOUND DEAD

BABY INJURED
IN HOSPITAL

FIRE, DEAD

Guwahati, Nov. 22: A
Japanese student on an
exchange programme at IIT-
Guwahati has been found dead
inside a hostel room, police
said. The body of the student,
identified as that of Kota
Onoda (22) was found hanging
from the ventilator of a bath-
room in Lohit hostel at 3.30 pm
on Thursday, a spokesperson
of IIT-Guwahati said.

After receiving information,
a police team reached the spot
and recovered the body.

The body has been sent for
post-mortem examination to
Gauhati Medical College and
Hospital and the Japanese
Embassy in New Delhi has
been informed about it, the
spokesperson said. Onoda, a
masters programme student
at Gifu University in Japan,
was doing internship in the
Bio-Sciences and Bio-
Engineering department of
IIT-Guwahati for a semester,
as part of the exchange pro-
gramme.

His internship was sched-
uled to end on November 30. A
delegation of Gifu University
that was in Guwahati on
Thursday and the Ministry of
External Affairs were also
informed by the IIT authori-
ties about the incident.

Mumbai, Nov. 22: A two-
month-old boy, who had sus-
tained severe injuries in a fire
in the intensive care unit of a
municipal hospital here, died
of cardiac arrest in the early
hours of Friday, a civic official
said. 

Prince Rajbhar sustained
serious burn injuries in the
fire at the KEM Hospital on
November 6, after which, his
left arm was amputated, the
official said. 

“Prince was put on maxi-
mum ventilator support and
his condition deteriorated on
Thursday night. He suffered a
cardiac arrest at 2.30 am on
Friday, and could not be
revived,” the official said. 

The baby suffered from a
congenital heart ailment, and
was brought to the city from
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh by
his financially weak parents
for better treatment, the offi-
cial said. 

Prince’s father Pannilal
Rajbhar has demanded that a
post-mortem be performed on
his son at government-run J J
Hospital. 

Rajbhar has written a letter
to Maharashtra Governor B.S.
Koshyari, alleging the civic
hospital had failed to provide
proper treatment to his son. In
the letter, a copy of which was
sent to the dean of KEM
Hospital, Rajbhar has alleged
the BMC-run medical facility
does not have fire safety clear-
ances and is also not audited
by the fire department. 

He alleged that KEM staff
and doctors were not given
proper fire safety training.
Prince was not provided
super-speciality treatment as
he was poor, Rajbhar claimed. 

Students Federation of India activists raise slogans during their protest demanding stern action against their teachers over the death of a 10-
year-old girl after being bitten by a snake in Wayanad on Friday. Amid mounting protests, the Kerala government on Friday suspended the princi-
pal and vice-principal of the school where a 10-year-old girl had died, as students hit the streets vowing not to enter their classrooms till justice
was delivered to their schoolmate. — PTI 

Up in arms
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An audio has surfaced in
Madhya Pradesh on
Friday in which a retired
babu, considered very
influential during the pre-
vious Shivraj Singh
Chouhan government, is
heard having “phone sex”
with a woman accused in
the honey-trap scandal,

creating ripples in the
political and official cir-
cles here.

The retired IAS officer is
heard pleading for a ‘long
kiss’ over phone from the
woman accused in the
honey-trap scam, which
came to light a couple of
months ago after police
raided houses of four
women in Bhopal and
Indore and seized laptops,
mobile phones and pen

drives believed to be con-
taining videos of officers
and politicians in compro-
mising positions, screen
shots of sex chats, and
audios involving sleaze
talks. The ex-bureaucrat is
heard telling the woman
that he was calling from
Chennai and expressed
desire to ‘see you naked’.
They are then heard hav-
ing phone sex. The audio
has surfaced barely four

days after appearance of a
video of a former minister
in the previous Shivraj
Singh Chouhan govern-
ment, seen in a compro-
mising position with the
woman, went viral.

The former minister was
earlier arrested for his
alleged link to Vyapam
scam involving irregulari-
ties in admission to vari-
ous medical colleges in
Madhya Pradesh. 

‘Phone sex’ audio surfaces in MP
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Former external affairs
minister, Yashwant
Sinha, on Friday said that
the situation on the
ground in the Kashmir
Valley appears to be quite
in contrast to what home
minister, Amit Shah,
claimed on the floor of
Parliament earlier this
week.

Sinha, who is in the
Valley at the head of a
pressure group which
calls itself Concerned
Citizens Group, said, “It
appears the Kashmir pic-
ture presented in
Parliament is totally dif-
ferent from the ground
reality.”

He said that when he
and other members of the
team were on their way to
the hotel from the
Srinagar airport, they
saw all the shops were
closed and only a few ven-
dors were selling vegeta-
bles at some places. 

“We feel that the entire
chain on which the
Kashmir economy is
dependent stands disrupt-
ed,” he said.

Sinha and former chief
information commission-
er and former chairman
of national minorities
commission, Wajahat
Habibullah, said that the
group is in the Valley to
assess the actual ground
situation. 

The other members of
the group on the Valley’s
four day visit are Kapil
Kak, retired Air Vice-
Marshal, Bharat
Bhushan, senior journal-
ist and former editor of
Catchnews, and
Sushobha Barve, execu-
tive programme director
of Centre for Dialogue
and Reconciliation.

Habibullah said that
suspension of democratic
liberties of people is a
matter of great concern
for him. 

“Since we just arrived,
we are yet to get the actu-
al mood on ground. But I
believe the democratic
liberties of people must
not be muzzled. If demo-
cratic rights are denied to
the people, it is a big con-
cern,” he said.

Sinha had tried to reach
out to the people of the
valley in September but
he was detained at the
Srinagar airport for more
than five hours before

being sent back to Delhi.
However, the three other
members of the
Concerned Citizens
Group including Kak,
Bhushan and Barve were
were allowed to enter the
city and meet the people. 

Habibullah was in the
group then but had visit-
ed the valley on his own a
couple of weeks before.

Recalling the September
19 incident, Sinha said, “I
tried to visit Srinagar
then but I was not allowed
by the centre and the J&K
administration. We have
been allowed to visit
Srinagar now. During the
next four days, we will do
an independent assess-
ment of the situation and
see the nature of econom-
ic losses suffered by farm-
ers and industrialists and
how the average
Kashmiri has suffered.”

He, however, also said
that Kashmir has been
under the grip of uncer-
tainty since August 5
when Article 370 was
abrogated and J&K split
into two union territo-
ries. “We will assess the
actual ground situation
and present it to the peo-
ple of India,” he said.

He said that the group
would try to seek permis-
sion from the authorities
for meeting various polit-
ical leaders of the Valley
who have been detained. 

He said that he spoke to
National Conference
president, Farooq
Abdullah, over the phone
and it appeared he was
high in spirits. “We will
try to meet him in person
soon,” Sinha said.

Sinha added, “Political
leaders, including three
former chief ministers,
continue to be in deten-
tion since August 5. How
can you say that the situa-
tion is normal?”

J&K situation not
as depicted by
Shah: Yashwant 
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India will send a “mid-
level tri-service delegation
of the Indian armed
forces” to China, with
naval ships too set to dock
at Chinese ports and the
two nations will also host
a series of cultural
exchanges relating to
Buddhism and the visit of
ancient Chinese Buddhist
traveller Hiuen Tsang

(known as Xuanzang in
China). 

On Friday, a total of 70
measures to be taken joint-
ly by the two Asian giants
were announced to cele-
brate the 70th anniversary
of establishment of diplo-
matic ties between the two
countries. These will be
undertaken in 2020-21.

Reiterating what was
announced at the end of
the two-day informal sum-
mit last month between
Chinese President, Xi

Jinping, and Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi,
at Mamallapuram near
Chennai, the MEA also
said the two countries
would engage “in coopera-
tive projects in studying
ancient maritime links
between India and China
through the establishment
of sister-state relations
between Tamil Nadu and
Fujian province, and
exploring the possibility
of establishing an acade-
my to study links between

Tamil Nadu and the
Fujian province.”

“The Indian side will
send its naval ships to
visit China. A mid-level
tri-service delegation of
the Indian armed forces
will visit China,” the MEA
announced on Friday. 

The two sides will cele-
brate the 10th anniversary
of the completion of an
Indian-style Buddha Hall
in the White Horse Temple
in Luoyang. 

A Chinese Buddhist dele-

gation will visit India and
hold prayer activities in
Xuanzang Memorial Hall
in Nalanda. The Chinese
side will invite an Indian
Buddhist delegation to
attend the celebrations of
the Bathing the Buddha
Festival in China, and
jointly pray for world
peace and friendship
between our two peoples,"
the MEA said. 

“The Chinese side will
hold an international
Xuanzang forum in China,

advancing Xuanzang-
related studies,” it added.

Ancient Chinese
Buddhist traveller, Hiuen
Tsang (known as
Xuanzang in China), visit-
ed India in the 7th century
AD during the reign of
King Harshavardhana in
northern India and the
Pallava dynasty in south-
ern India.

There will be other cul-
tural exchanges, too,
including in the field of
martial arts. 

70 ways to celebrate India-China ties
■ A slew of cultural exchanges planned; naval ship to dock at Chinese portsSOFT | POWER

THE FFORMER
EXTERNAL AAFFAIRS
MINISTER AAND
FORMER chief
information
commissioner and
former chairman of
national minorities
commission, Wajahat
Habibullah, said that
the group is in the
Valley to assess the
actual ground
situation. 

CRPF JAWAN INJURED IN NAXAL IED
BLAST, 2 TRIBAL LABOURERS HURT
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A CRPF jawan was on Friday
injured when he stepped on
an improvised explosive
device (IED), planted by
Maoists, in the forested vil-
lage of Tarrem under
Basaguda police station in
Chhattisgarh’s south Bastar
district of Bijapur.

The incident occurred
when jawans of 168th battal-
ion of CRPF were on an area-
domination exercise, Bastar

range inspector general of
police P. Sunderaj said.

The injured jawan, identi-
fied as Munna Kumar, was
airlifted to Raipur in
Chhattisgarh for medical
treatment.

In another incident, two
tribal labourers, engaged in
laying of a road, were
injured when Maoists trig-
gered an IED blast in the
forested village of Puspal
under Barsur police station
in south Bastar district. The
two injured workers were
admitted in the hospital. 

CONG: BJP GOT MONEY FROM FIRM
UNDER LENS FOR ‘TERROR FUNDING’ 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 22

The Congress on Friday
launched a scathing
attack on the BJP, accus-
ing it of receiving dona-
tion from a company
accused of buying prop-
erties from a Dawood
Ibrahim aide.

Congress chief spok-
esperson Randeep
Surjewala cited a media
report claiming that the
saffron party took a
large donation from a
firm currently under
investigation by the ED
for carrying out transac-
tions with and buying
properties from the late
Iqbal Mirchi, an accused
in the 1993 Mumbai
bomb blasts and a close
aide of Dawood. 

Surjewala tweeted,
“BJP’s donation saga
gets murkier —
#Electoral Bond Scam to
donations from accused
of ‘terror funding’! Why

did BJP receive crores
in donation from a Co.
accused of buying prop-
erties of Iqbal Mirchi, a
Dawood Ibrahim aide? Is
this not ‘treason’ Amit
Shah?”

A report on a news
website claimed that the
BJP took a large sum of
money from RKW
Developers Ltd, the com-
pany which the ED is
probing for its alleged
connection with Mirchi. 

The report has cited
the BJP’s filings with
the EC as the source of
this information. 

It said the RKW donat-
ed `10 crore to the saf-
fron party in 2014-15.
The report also said that
a company, Sunblink
Real Estate, facing the
ED charges of buying
Mirchi’s properties, is
linked via a common
directorship to another
company, which made
`2-crore donation to the
BJP.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, NOV. 22

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut on Friday took at a
jibe at erstwhile ally, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), stating that his
party would not side
with the Amit Shah-led
party now, even if it
offered Lord Indra’s
throne.

The Sena MP also reit-
erated that his party
Chief Minister would
rule Maharashtra for
the next five years. 

“Shiv Sena has decided
to make its own leader
the CM and
Maharashtra would get
a strong leadership very
soon,” he said while
denying reports that
Sena was offered the
CM’s post by the BJP.

On the reports of BJP
giving up the chief min-
ister’s position for the
Sena, Raut said, “We did
not get any proposal
from the BJP and the
time for it is already
over.” 

He also slammed the
BJP for trying to influ-
ence Maharashtra’s poli-
tics from Delhi. Hitting
out at the ‘big leaders’ in
Delhi — an apparent dig
at the BJP leadership,
Raut said that they
would not be able to
change the political
horoscope of
Maharashtra as it is the
state of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

Raut was hopeful that
an alternate govern-
ment will soon be
formed.  “President’s
Rule is currently on and
there is a procedure
which has to be complet-
ed,” he said. 

BJP chapter over for us: Raut
Even if Lord Indra’s throne is offered, we won’t take it, Sena tells BJP

From Page 1

Senior Congress leader
Prithviraj Chavan said,
“We have formed a con-
sensus on most points.
Only a few points remain
to be concluded.”

Earlier in the day,
Thackeray also met party
legislators and told them
the process to form a Sena-
led dispensation in the
state was in the final
stages. He instructed the
MLAs to stay together in
Mumbai as they may be
required any time, a party
MLA said.

President’s Rule was
imposed in Maharashtra
on November 12 after the
BJP, Shiv Sena and NCP
failed to form the govern-
ment. BJP and Sena
fought the election as
allies and managed to win
a comfortable majority of
161 seats, bagging 105 and
56 seats respectively.
However, Thackeray
refused to support the
BJP-led government as he
did not get an assurance
on sharing the CM’s post
for two and a half years.
The Congress and the
NCP, which are pre-poll
allies, won 44 and 54 seats
respectively.

Together, Sena, Congress
and NCP have 154 MLAs
and with support of inde-
pendents, the alliance can
muster the support of 170
MLAs in the House.

Shiv Sena President
Uddhav Thackeray along
with his wife Rashmi
Thackeray leaves BMC
headquarters after 
felicitating Mumbai’s
newly elected mayor
Kishori Pednekar in
Mumbai. — PTI

Uddhav meets Sena MLAs,
asks them to ‘stay together’ 

@PawarSpeaks Sahab has finally
outwitted the so- called Chanakya of

Indian politics. The throne of Delhi could not
make Maharashtra bow down before it. Jai

Maharashtra.

NAWAB MALIK, 
NCP’s chief spokesperson

THE AAUDIO has
surfaced barely four
days after
appearance of a video
of a former minister
in the previous Shivraj
Singh Chouhan
government, seen in a
compromising
position with the
woman, went viral.
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■ Rajiv Lall, Kannan, Venkatesh to advise IOB ex-chief

FC BBANKING BBUREAU
MUMBAI, NOV. 22

After superseding the
board of debt laden
Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd (DHFL)
and appointing an admin-
istrator, the central bank
on Friday appointed an
advisory committee to
assist the administrator in
discharge of his duties,
apparently to speed up the
resolution and recovery
process. 
The debt-ridden company

owes close to Rs 84,000
crore to the country’s
financial system.

The members of the
Advisory Committee are
Rajiv Lall, Non-executive
Chairman of IDFC First
Bank Ltd, N S Kannan,
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer at
ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance and NS Venka-
tesh, Chief Executive of
the Association of Mutual
Funds in India.

“The Reserve Bank, in
exercise of powers con-
ferred under section 45 IE
5(a) of the RBI Act 1934,
has today constituted a
three-member Advisory
Committee to assist the
Administrator of DHFL in
discharge of his duties,”
the central bank said.

“It may also be men-
tioned that the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy (Insol-

vency and Liquidation
Proceedings of Financial
Service Providers and
Application to Adjudicat-
ing Authority) Rules, 2019
provide for the concerned
financial sector regulator
appointing a Committee of
Advisors to advise the
Administrator in the oper-
ations of the financial
service provider during
the corporate insolvency
resolution process,” said
the Reserve Bank of India.

The RBI, on November 20

had superseded the board
of directors of DHFL
owing to governance con-
cerns and defaults by the
mortgage lender in meet-
ing various payment obli-
gations. and appointed R
Subramaniakumar, for-
mer Managing Director  of
Indian Overseas Bank, as
the company Administra-
tor. The central bank had
also said that it would
shortly initiate the
process of resolution of
the company under the

Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy rules.

Meanwhile, according to
a Bloomberg report, the
surprise seizure of DHFL
will not end the woes of
the countyr’s lenders, as
they are faced with the
risk of heavy write-offs if
DHFL is declared a fraud-
ulent account. That’s
because the RBI requires
banks to provision fully
for their entire exposure
over four quarters if they
decide a loan account
involves fraud.

The decision on DHFL
will be based on a final
report by the internation-
al accountancy firm
KPMG on the firm’s lend-
ing practices, which is due
to be submitted soon,
according to bankers with
knowledge of the matter.

An interim KPMG study
of DHFL’s books earlier
this year cited anomalies
including Rs 16,500 crore
of loans to entities con-
nected to the company’s
founders, equivalent to
just under half of the
banks’ total exposure of
Rs 38,000 crore to the non-
banking finance compa-
ny.

Shares of DHFL were
locked in the 5 per cent
upper circuit on Friday
after a report said that
Adani Group had shown
interest in acquiring the
company.

RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, NOV. 22

Reports of changes in US
work visa requirements
aimed at protecting
American workers led to a
sharp fall in frontline IT
stocks. The BSE IT index
fell 2.21 per cent.

The top losers on the
BSE were Infosys (-2.89
per cent) and TCS (-2.20
per cent). Other frontline
losers included Wipro (-
1.78 per cent), HCL Tech (-
1.82 per cent) and Tech
Mahindra (-1.35 per cent).

Among the tier-two IT
companies, Mphasis (-3.59
per cent), Hexaware (-1.81
per cent), Cyient (-1.59 per
cent) and Tata Elxsi (-1.30
per cent) also saw declines
in their share price.

About 23 per cent of new
petitions seeking H-1B
visas for the US were
denied in fiscal year 2019,
according to the external
affairs ministry.

The H-1B visa in the US
allows employers to tem-
porarily employ foreign
workers in specialty occu-
pations.  

The duration of stay is
three years, extendable to
six years, after which the
visa holder may need to
reapply.

According to reports, the
White House Office of
Management and Budget
is proposing to revise the
definition of “specialty
occupation” to increase
focus on obtaining the
best and brightest foreign
nationals via the H-1B
program, and may see the

introduction of additional
requirements to ensure
employers pay appropri-
ate wages to H-1B visa
holders.

The sharp fall in the IT
stocks also comes at a
time when, the sector’s
outlook has changed since
reporting its second quar-
ter performance.

After in-line results for
the IT sector during July-
September quarter, the
outlook for some of the
key verticals in this sector
like BFSI, retail and man-
ufacturing appeared
weak, according to ana-
lysts.

“September 2019 quarter
results for our coverage
companies were broadly
in line with expectations.
Growth in the financial
services vertical moderat-
ed, with companies reiter-
ating near-term uncer-
tainty due to slow deci-
sion-making at European
banking clients and capi-
tal markets clients in the
US,” said Manik Taneja
and Devanshu Bansal,
analyst, Emkay Global
Financial Services.

“The commentary on
BFSI, specifically for capi-
tal-market clients in the
US and large banking
clients in Europe,
remained weak. The
volatility in Retail and
Manufacturing verticals
is expected to continue in
the near term. These
three verticals form about
50- 60 per cent of sales for
IT services sector,” ana-
lysts from Emkay Global
said.

Property 
market set 
for modest 
lift from govt
measures

McDonald’s in a soup 
for teasing veggie dishes

Panel set up to help
DHFL administrator

Mumbai, Nov 22: The gov-
ernment and regulators
need to get more objective
about governance and
compliance if the real
objective is making doing
business easier, Kiran
Mazumdar Shaw on Friday
said.

The Biocon chief also
flagged the deepening trust
deficit between govern-
ment and the industry say-
ing there is an increasing
tendency to criminalise
every businessman.

"I think corporate gover-
nance needs to be looked at
objectively as there is a ten-
dency towards over-regula-
tion now. We take extreme
views on checks and bal-
ances," Shaw told a corpo-
rate governance summit
organised by former Sebi
chairman M Damodaran.

The situation has
reached such a level that
corporate leaders are
forced to spend more time
in meeting compliances
than running their busi-
nesses, she averred.

"Our regulations have
actually fallen into the
realm of over-regulation. I
think we are not really
objective about the kind of
regulations that we want.
We take extreme views to
plug every loophole possi-
ble. But I don't think that's
the way forward. We need
more time for our busi-
nesses than attending to
compliances," Shaw said.

Citing the example of her
own company Biocon,
Shaw said she had "ticked
onto as many as 1,567 com-
pliance boxes. This is over-
burdening any business.
Then we try to criminalise
every non-compliance.
This is now the trend."

The whole regulatory
framework that we have
today is something that
needs to be objectively
looked at, she said.

There is a need to develop
more trust between the
regulator and the regulat-
ed entities and also to find
newer and more effective
ways to nudge people to
adopt good corporate gov-
ernance, she said.

"Today you are criminal-
ising everything, you are
becoming too extreme. Is
it fair? We need to trust
each other more. Today
everybody thinks the
other is a crook, especially
the regulator/govern-
ment, and fix everyone
else," she said.

— PTI

‘Compliances
leaving no time
to run business’

PAMELA BBARBAGLIA,
ARNO SSCHUETZE
LONDON/FRANKFURT,
NOV. 22

Consumer goods giants
Unilever and Henkel
and a series of buyout
funds, including Advent
and Cinven, are talking
to US cosmetics maker
Coty to submit bids for
some of its most popular
beauty brands, three
sources told Reuters.

Coty, which has a mar-
ket value of $9 billion
and is majority owned
by German conglomer-
ate JAB Holdings, is
expected to kick off an
auction process in
December to find a new
owner for a portfolio of
professional hair and
nail care brands, the
sources said, speaking
on condition of
anonymity.

The portfolio, which
includes Wella, Clairol,
GHD and OPI among
others, is worth up to $7
billion and has drawn
interest from both ind-
ustry players and finan-
cial investors, they said.

Colgate-Palmolive Co
is among a number of
consumer companies
looking at add-on deals
to grow their skin care
units, the sources said.

New York-based
Colgate Palmolive recen-
tly bought the skin care
unit of France’s
Laboratoires Filorga
Cosmétiques for 1.5 bil-
lion euros ($1.66 billion).
The company is expect-
ed to enter the race for
Coty’s brands, facing
competition from rivals
Unilever and Henkel as
well as heavyweight
investment funds.

The list of financial
sponsors includes Ad-
vent, Blackstone, KKR,
CVC Capital Partners
and BC Partners.

One of the sources said
Cinven was examining a
possible joint bid for the
brands.

Coty, Henkel, Colgate-
Palmolive, Cinven,
Advent, CVC and BC
Partners declined to
comment, while
Unilever, Blackstone
and KKR were not
immediately available
for comment.

Coty aims to complete
the sale, which was
announced last month,
by the middle of 2020
and has hired Credit
Suisse to handle discus-
sions with bidders.

Bankers advising the
prospective bidders esti-
mate the portfolio could
fetch 10 to 12 times its
core earnings of rough-
ly $600 million, giving it
a valuation of $6 to $7
billion, the sources said.

Coty’s professional
beauty unit, which pri-
marily sells hair and
nail care products to
salons, accounts for
about 21 per cent of its
total revenue, with
annual sales of about
$1.81 billion.

The unit, however, has
seen falling sales in the
last four quarters.

Coty also owns other
cosmetic brands such as
Rimmel and Max Factor
as well as skin care
firms Lancaster and
Philosophy.

— Reuters 

Unilever,
Henkel,

Colgate eye
Coty brands
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The Centre’s Hriday scheme has
been literally dragging on for
the last five year. Of the 12 cities
identified under the Heritage
City Development and
Augmentation Yojana, launched
in January 2015, only Ajmer has
fully received the sanctioned
amount. Some of the cities are
not even fully ready with their
detailed project reports, almost
five years after the launch of the
scheme.

The government had identi-
fied Ajmer, Amaravati,
Amritsar, Badami, Dwarka,
Gaya, Kanchipuram, Mathura,
Puri, Varanasi, Velankanni and
Warangal for the Hriday scheme
with a total outlay of Rs 500
crore with a focus on holistic
development of heritage cities.

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs has approved 77
projects amounting to Rs 418.06
crore for all the 12 cities. The
projects include development of
water supply, sanitation,
drainage, waste management,

approach roads, footpaths,
street lights, tourist con-
veniences, electricity
wiring, landscaping
and such citizen serv-
ices.

Of the 12 cities, only
Ajmer has received
100 per cent of the
sanctioned amount, as
per the data from the
ministry. Velankanni has
received just 5 per cent of the
sanctioned amount, while its
readiness with detailed project
reports (DPR) is just 10 per cent.

Similarly, Amritsar’s DPRs
are just 8 per cent ready

and it has received 8
per cent amount.
Same is the case
with Puri. Gaya
has 15 per cent
readiness in terms
of DPRs and has

received 15 per cent
of the sanctioned

amount. Dwaraka and
Warangal too are lagging

behind with respect to DPRs
and getting funds.  

Among some of the cities,

which have made progress with
the projects, Amravati has
received 93 per cent of the sanc-
tioned amount, Badami 90 per
cent, Kancheepuram 85 per cent
and Varanasi 85 per cent.

Originally the scheme was to
be implemented within a time-
frame of 4 years 3 months or up
to March, 2019. The ministry,
however, is confident that the
remaining projects will be com-
pleted by December, 2019.

“Central, state and local gov-
ernments have a collective
responsibility to ensure that

reports are submitted, sanc-
tioned amount disbursed and
projects are completed on time.
While the state and local gov-
ernments as well as other stake-
holders have to submit their
projects, the Centre also has to
play a supervisory role to
ensure that the projects are
completed on time,” said Iqbal
Mulla, Chief Council, Global
Tourism Council Trust.

The industry is of the view
that the government should
ensure faster implementation of
its schemes and projects.

Hriday scheme on slow beat, just Ajmer gets full allocation 

IT stocks fall on US
work visa worries

SANGEETHA GG
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The share of consumer
durable sales through the
online channel is expected
to double in the next three
years. Festive season sales
have heavily contributed
to the growth in the mar-
ket share from 3 per cent
to 11 per cent between 2013
and 2019.  

In 2013, online channel
used to contribute just 3
per cent to the consumer
durable sales and this has
multiplied manifold to 11
per cent in 2019. Going
ahead, by 2023, the share
is expected to touch 22 per
cent. However, still it will
be well below the global
average of 40 per cent,
finds brokerage Emkay
Global Financial Services.

Online white goods pur-
chases are seeing a faster-
than-expected rise on high
affordability of smart-
phones along with
increased use of mobile,
internet, EMI schemes,
hefty discounts, widening
private-label product port-
folios and lower product
delivery lead times.

Private label products
are available online at 30
per cent discount to the
prices of established
brands. These established
brands are also selling the
goods 7-15 per cent cheap-
er online compared to
offline with marginal
product differentiation.

The increasing price dif-
ferential between online
and offline is enticing con-
sumers to move toward e-

commerce purchases as
free delivery, installation
and cash backs, along with
Equated Monthly Insta-
lment schemes, are also
available on the platform.

White goods sales
through online platforms
have moved up at a faster
pace over the last two-
three years. Emkay finds
that Diwali sales have con-
tributed significantly to
the online sales growth,

growing by 56 per cent
annualy (CAGR) between
2016 and 2019. Both
Amazon and Flipkart
have been witnessing con-
sumer durable sales surg-
ing multiple times every
Diwali season. The recent
success of brands such as
MI and One Plus is forcing
offline brands to increase
their presence on online
platforms. 

The purchase by con-

sumers in non-metro and
tier-2 and tier-3 cities have
gone up sharply this sea-
son. The number of
women shoppers, pur-
chase on EMI, credit and
debit cards also have
recorded growth.

Among consumer
durables, television is the
largest selling product,
followed by microwave
ovens, air conditioners
and refrigerators.

Nearly a fourth of white goods
sales seen going online by 2023

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 40,359.41 -0.53
Nifty 50 11,914.40 -0.45
S&P 500 3,103.14 -0.01
Dollar (`) 71.94 -0.07
Pound Sterling (`) 92.82 -0.44
Euro (`) 79.33 -0.33
Gold (10gm)* (`) 37,968▲15 +0.04
Brent crude ($/bbl)* $63.16 -0.81
IN 10-Yr bond yield +6.495 -0.010
US 10-Yr T-bill yield +1.759 -0.01

* As of 9:30 pm IST

Muthoot Finance
to buy IDBI AMC,
foray into MF biz
Muthoot Finance said it will
acquire IDBI Asset Management
for Rs 215 crore to enter the
mutual fund space. The deal is
expected to be completed by
February-end 2020, the firm
said. Promoted by IDBI Bank in
2010, IDBI Mutual Fund is one
of the profit making AMCs in
the space with an asset base of
over Rs 5,300 crore and it runs
22 schemes.

Forex reserves
at new high of
$448.2 billion

Forex reserves rose by $441
million to a fresh all-time high
of $448.249 billion in the week
to Nov. 15 on an increase in
core currency assets, RBI data
showed. The reserves had
increased by $1.71 billion to
$447.808 billion in the previous
reporting week. The foreign
currency assets increased by
$643 million to $416.472 billion
in the week ended Nov. 15.

CSB Bank IPO
fully subscribed
on Day 1
Kerala-based CSB Bank's initial
public offering was fully sub-
scribed on the first day of bid-
ding on Friday, with the retail
portion subscribed 5.6 times.
The issue received bids for
1,20,87,450 shares against the
total issue size of 1,15,54,987
shares, reflecting 1.05 times
subscription. The non-institu-
tional investor category was
subscribed 10 per cent. 

BSNL vendors
seek DoT help
on `1.6K-cr dues
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A clutch of Indian vendors of
BSNL sought the telecom
department's (DoT) interven-
tion for release of outstanding
dues of nearly Rs 1,600 crore
pertaining to Bharat Net II proj-
ect. The companies that have
approached the DoT flagging
their concerns on pending dues
include Sterlite, Tejas,
Paramount Wires & Cables,
Aksh Optifibre and Finolex,
among others. 

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, NOV. 22

The domestic value addition of appli-
ances and consumer electronic (ACE)
products like air-conditioners, audio,
refrigerators, TVs, and washing
machines is likely to grow to 54 per cent
by FY25, finds an industry body.

The Consumer Electronics and
Appliances Manufacturers Association
(Ceama) finds that domestic value addi-
tion stood at 34 per cent in FY19.

With the rise in purchase of the prod-
ucts and favourable government initia-
tives like ‘Make in India’ and the
National Policy on Electronics, India
can transform itself into a global con-
sumer electronics manufacturing hub,
the Ceama says

“Indian consumers are becoming more
aware and aspirational. They now want
to own best quality appliances and elec-
tronics. This has given a boost and
offers immense growth opportunities to
the ACE sector. It can become one of the
leading employment generators in the
country. The industry has capabilities to
become one of the biggest exporters as
well. It is imperative that there is an

enhanced public-private collaboration
to further grow the sector,” Ajay
Prakash Sawhney, Secretary, the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, said,

The overall market size of the top five
categories of appliances and consumer
electronics is Rs 76,400 crore in FY19
and the market is estimated to grow at
compounded annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 11.7 per cent till FY25. Going
ahead, the market is expected to see
acceleration in growth ignited by surg-
ing rural consumption, reducing
replacement cycles, increasing penetra-
tion of retail, a wide choice of brands
and products at various price points.

Domestic value additions to go up to 54%

Velankanni
has received

just 5% of the
sanctioned amount,
while its readiness

with DPR is 
just 10%

Kiran Mazumdar 
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May peace prevail
US President Donald Trump hopes the release of two
Western prisoners held hostage by  Afghan Taliban
could help put an end to the war in Afghanistan

China’s attempts to
influence Taiwan’s

democratic process
are of concern

— Brent Christensen
US ambassador to Taiwan

IN BRIEF
Iraqi forces kill 8

in fresh clashes

Cousin Ana basks
in Pope’s glory

Bangkok: She got a chuckle
out of ‘Jorge’ when she took

her time translating his off-
the-cuff Spanish for local

priests and nuns to under-
stand. Sister Ana Rosa Sivori

has taken something of a
star turn during her second

cousin’s visit to Thailand,
assuming an unprecedented

role for a woman as papal
whisperer and translator,

who doesn’t seem fazed that
her charge is Pope Francis.

Usually papal aides are men,
and they stay in the shad-

ows, showing wallflower-like
deference to the leader of

the Catholic Church. Not so
Sivori, who treats Francis
with the respect owed a

pope but nevertheless dis-
plays the confidence and

chutzpah of a no-nonsense
nun who has spent more

than a half-century minister-
ing to Thailand’s faithful.

Baghdad: Eight people died
and at least 90 were wound-

ed in renewed clashes in
central Baghdad, in the most
violent clashes between anti-

government protesters and
security forces in recent
days, Iraqi officials said.

Separately, one policeman
was killed and six others

wounded when an IED
exploded in northeast

Baghdad, security officials
said. One person was killed
when security forces hurled
sound bombs at crowds of
protesters on the strategic
Sinak bridge late Thursday,

security and hospital officials
said. Earlier clashes had

erupted on Baghdad’s
Rasheed Street.

Netanyahu vows
to fight back

Jerusalem: Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s indict-
ment is expected to sharpen

the battle lines in Israel’s
already deadlocked political

system and could test the
loyalty of his right-wing

allies. The serious corruption
charges appear to have

dashed already slim hopes
for a unity government fol-

lowing September’s elec-
tions, paving the way for an
unprecedented repeat vote
in March, which will be the

third in less than a year.
In an angry speech

Netanyahu lashed out at
investigators and vowed to

fight on in the face of an
“attempted coup.”

His main opponent, the cen-
trist Blue and White party,
called on him to “immedi-

ately resign” from all his
Cabinet posts, citing a

Supreme Court ruling that
says indicted ministers can-
not continue to hold office.

Netanyahu also serves as
minister of health, labour,

diaspora affairs, and is act-
ing minister of agriculture.

He is not legally required to
step down as prime minister,

but Netanyahu faces heavy
pressure to do so, and it is

unclear whether an indicted
politician could be given the
mandate to form a new gov-

ernment. Netanyahu has
already failed to form a

majority coalition of 61 seats
in the 120-seat Knesset after

two hard-fought elections
this year. Netanyahu was

indicted on charges of
bribery, fraud and breach of

trust stemming from three
long-running corruption

cases. He has denied any
wrongdoing.

Washington, Nov. 22:
After two weeks of riv-
eting public hearings in
the House impeachment
inquiry into President
Donald Trump, there is
a mountain of evidence
that is now beyond dis-
pute.

Trump explicitly
ordered US government
officials to work with
his personal attorney
Rudy Giuliani on mat-
ters related to Ukraine,
dependent on US to fend
off Russian aggression.
Trump pushed Ukraine
to probe his political
rivals, leaning on a dis-
credited conspiracy the-
ory his own advisers
disputed. And both
American and Ukrain-
ian officials feared that
Trump froze a much-
needed package of mili-

tary aid until Kyiv
announced it was
launching those probes.

Those facts were con-
firmed by a dozen wit-
nesses, mostly staid
career government offi-
cials who served both
Democratic and Repub-
lican administrations.
They relied on emails,
text messages and con-
temporaneous notes to
back up their recollec-
tions from the past year.

Their testimony paint
a portrait of a president
willing to leverage his
powerful office to push a
foreign government for
personal political help.
That alone has many
Democrats on the brink
of voting to impeach
Trump before the end of
the year, potentially
pushing toward a trial
in the Senate.

Yet the witness
accounts left one promi-
nent hole that offered a
lifeline for Trump and
his GOP allies. None of
the witnesses could per-
sonally attest that
Trump directly condi-
tioned the release of the
$400 million in military
aid on a Ukrainian
announcement of inves-
tigations into ex-vice-
president Biden. — AP

Impeachment
evidence rises
Inquiry finds proof beyond dispute

People march during a nationwide strike called by students, unions and indige-
nous groups to protest against the government of Colombia's President Ivan
Duque in Medellin, Colombia. — AFP

Bogota, Nov. 22:
Hundreds of thousands
of Colombians took to
the streets of the capital
Bogota amid a general
strike to protest the poli-
cies of President Ivan
Duque’s right-wing gov-
ernment.

There were reports of
clashes and arrests as
trade unions, students,
opposition parties and
the South American
country’s indigenous
organisations chal-
lenged the full gamut of
Duque’s economic,
social and security poli-
cies.At night, a thunder-
ous chorus of pot-bang-
ing, unusual in
Colombia, took place in
the cities of Cali and
Medellin, and lasted for
hours in Bogota.

“Colombia won on this
historic day of citizen
mobilisation,” a state-

ment by organisers
from the National Strike
Committee said, as they
requested an “immedi-
ate” meeting with
Duque to discuss the
protesters’ array of
complaints.

“We call on all citizens
to be ready to take fur-
ther action in the street
if the national govern-
ment continues to neg-
lect our demands,” they
added.

Later in the day Duque
announced that he had
heard the protesters’
demands, but did not
respond to their request
for direct dialogue.

“Today, Colombians
spoke. We hear them.
Social dialogue has been
a main principle of this
government and we
need to deepen it with
all sectors of society,”
he said. The protests

come amid social
upheaval across South
America, as a wave of
unrest over the past two
months has battered
governments in Chile,
Bolivia and Ecuador.
The popularity of
Duque’s right-wing gov-
ernment — a key US ally
— has been on the wane
since his election 18
months ago, as it deals
with hosting 1.4 million
refugees from neighbor-
ing Venezuela’s econom-
ic meltdown as well as
the complex fallout of a
2016 peace deal with
Farc rebels and ram-
pant drug trafficking.

Troops were deployed
in the capital and other
cities to protect “strate-
gic facilities,” authori-
ties said. 

The UNHCR voiced
concern over the deploy-
ment, — AFP

Colombians fill streets
in wave of discontent

Hong Kong, Nov. 22: A
Hong Kong court on
Friday suspended its
decision to strike down
a government ban on
wearing face masks at
protests, allowing police
to enforce the decree for
another week around
keenly contested local
elections in the semi-
autonomous Chinese
territory.

The court had ruled on
Monday that the ban,
imposed in October
under rarely used emer-
gency powers to prevent
anti-government pro-
testers from hiding
their identity, infringed
on fundamental rights

more than was reason-
ably necessary. The gov-
ernment had appealed
for a freeze on the ruling
while it appeals to high-
er courts.

The High Court agreed
on Friday to grant a one-
week suspension in
view of the highly
exceptional circum-
stances that Hong Kong
is currently facing.
China’s rubber-stamp
parliament rebuked the
court ruling this week,
in what some interpret-
ed as an indication it
might overrule the ver-
dict. Many Hong Kong
protesters have defied
the ban. — AP

Washington, Nov. 22:
President Donald Trump
says Iran is so “unstable”
that the Iranian govern-
ment has shut down the
internet so Iranians can-
not disclose what he says
is the “tremendous vio-
lence” occurring in the
country.

Trump tweeted that the
Iranian government wan-
ts “ZERO transparency”

and believes that by shut-
ting down the internet the
rest of the world will not
find out about the “death
and tragedy that the
Iranian Regime is caus-
ing!”

Recent violence was
triggered by Iran’s rais-
ing the minimum price
for gasoline by 50%. The
internet has been blocked
since Saturday.  — AP

Trump slams Iran
on Internet ban

Ahead of polls,
HK bans mask

SHARIF LOOKS
TOTALLY FINE IN
UK, SAYS IMRAN
SHAFQAT AALI || DDC 

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 22 

Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Friday said he was
informed that Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz)
supremo Nawaz Sharif
could die any minute if
he does not go abroad,
but he looked totally
fine with just a glance of
the air ambulance.

He said that he looked
at the medical report of
Nawaz Sharif which
stated he has around 15
different diseases like
heart problem, kidney,
diabetes including
platelets issues and
other diseases.

Washington, Nov. 22:
They still bite, but new
research shows lab-grown
mosquitoes are fighting
dangerous dengue fever
that they normally would
spread. Dengue infections
appear to be dropping fast
in communities in
Indonesia, Vietnam, Brazil
and Australia that are
buzzing with the specially

bred mosquitoes, a resea-
rch team reported.

It’s the first evidence from
large-scale field trials that
mosquitoes are less likely
to spread dengue and simi-
lar viruses when they also
carry a type of bacteria
that’s common in insects
and harmless to people.

Rather than using pesti-
cides to wipe out bugs,

“this is really about trans-
forming the mosquito,”
said Cameron Simmons of
the nonprofit World
Mosquito Programme that
is conducting the research.

The first hint of success
came from Australia.
Mosquitoes bred to carry
Wolbachia bacteria were
released in parts of North
Queensland starting in

2011, and gradually spread
through the local mosquito
population. Dengue is
transmitted when a mos-
quito bites someone who is
infected, and then bites
another person, but some-
how Wolbachia blocks that
— and local transmission
has nearly disappeared in
those North Queensland
communities. — AP

Bacteria-infected mosquitoes for dengue

The facts were
confirmed by a
dozen witnesses,
mostly staid career
government
officials who served
both Democratic
and Republican
administrations



As captain, Kohli was also the quickest
to 4000 Tests runs (65 innings). He is
the sixth captain to reach the 5,000-

run mark. Australian great Ricky
Ponting had taken 97 innings to

complete 5,000 runs as captain,
ahead of West Indian legend Clive
Lloyd (106 innings), South African
Graeme Smith (110), Australian
Allan Border (116) and New
Zealand’s Stephen Fleming (130).

Kolkata, Nov. 22: Bangladesh
were forced to use two concus-
sion substitutes on Friday.

Liton Das and Nayeem Islam
were forced out of the game fol-
lowing hits on the helmet from
paceman Mohammed Shami.

Mehidy Hasan, who replaced
Liton after the wicketkeeper-
batsman retired hurt on 24, and
Taijul Islam, for Nayeem, are
back in the XI.

— AFP

It was a party in pink
at the ‘City of Joy’
as India began its

tryst with Day/Night
Tests in front of politi-
cal bigwigs, galaxy of
sports stars and a sell-
out crowd, which
ensured that Sourav
Ganguly’s promise of a
spectacle lived up to its
hype. 

Bangladesh prime
minister Sheikh
Hasina and West
Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee rang
the Eden Gardens Bell
ahead of the toss.

Four days of the game
are already sold out.
Tickets are also report-
edly up for sale in black
market at five times
their original prices,
which start from `150.
Spectators, a lot of
them clad in pink,
thronged the iconic sta-
dium, making for the
kind of carnival-like
atmosphere that is now
seen mostly in T20
games. 

At the BC Roy
Clubhouse, it was a
pink carpet welcome
for the invited digni-
taries, which included
the two greats of
Indian sport — cricket
icon Sachin Tendulkar
and Olympic hero
Abhinav Bindra —
among a host of others. 

Also present were

some former
Bangladesh players,
who played in their
country’s first Test. 

Former Indian crick-
eters in attendance
included Kapil Dev,
Dilip Vengsarkar,
M o h a m m e d
Azharuddin, Kris
Srikkanth, Farokh
Engineer and Chandu
Borde. Sports stars
from other sports who
showed up at BCCI’s
invitation included
Bindra, Pullela
Gopichand, P. V.
Sindhu, Sania Mirza
and M. C. Mary Kom. 

— PTI

PAGE

11Cricket
SATURDAY | 23 NOVEMBER 2019 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE

It’s the future
Rahul Dravid believes the pink-ball game
that attracted a lot of crowd to Eden
Gardens is certainly the future of cricket

SHORT TAKES

Plenty of questions
to be answered,
and time will tell.

— Ravi Shastri, India coach is
struck a note of caution on the pink
ball’s behaviour as the team made

their Day/Night Test debut

NEW TEST
VENUE UNDER

SCRUTINY 
Mount Maunganui, New

Zealand: The manner of Kane
Williamson’s dismissal and a

blow to the head of Henry
Nicholls put the maiden Test
wicket at Mount Maunganui

under scrutiny with three days
to play in the first Test between

New Zealand and England on
Friday. In the first Test at the
ground, the Bay Oval wicket

showed signs of becoming
unpredictable late on day two.

Although honours appeared
even after the first two days,
England believe if the wicket
continues to deteriorate then

they are in the box seat.
New Zealand go into day three

on Saturday at 144 for four in
reply to England’s first innings

353, but with senior batsmen
Williamson and Ross Taylor

already dismissed.
Williamson had cruised to 51,

reaching his half-century with a
boundary off Sam Curran, but
fell on the next delivery which

unexpectedly reared sharply,
forcing the New Zealand skip-
per to take evasive action and
the ball was gloved to second

slip. The dismissal even took
Curran by surprise, but he saw

it as a good omen.
New Zealand’s senior bowler

Tim Southee, who ignited the
demise of the England middle

and lower order, said
Williamson’s dismissal raised

questions. — AFP
Brief scores: England 353 inn 124
overs (R. Burns 52, J. Denly 74,

B. Stokes 91, J. Buttler 43,
Southee 4/88, de Grandhomme

2/41, Wagner 3/90) vs New
Zealand 144/4 in 51 overs (K.
Williamson 51, Curran 2/28).

Brisbane: Pakistan were left to
rue a basic error from 16-year-
old debutant Naseem Shah as

Australia opener David Warner
plundered the visitors' attack
with a brilliant 151 not out on

the second day of the first Test
at the Gabba on Friday.

Australia finished the day on
312 for the loss of just one

wicket, 72 runs ahead of
Pakistan's first innings total of
240 and already in the driving
seat. Marnus Labuschagne was

alongside Warner on 55, with
the only wicket to fall that of

Joe Burns, who made 97 before
sweeping a Yasir Shah (1-101)

delivery onto his stumps.
Warner scored his first Test cen-

tury since a year-long ban for
ball-tampering, but only after a

huge let-off when he was
caught behind off a Naseem no-

ball. The mercurial opener was
on 56 at the time. — AFP

Brief scores: Pakistan 240 vs
Australia 312/1 in 87 overs

(David Warner 151 (n. o.), Joe
Burns 97, Marnus Labuschagne

55 (n. o.), Yasir 1/101). 

Stars add colour to Eden

An overview of the
packed Eden Gardens. 

— BCCI

P.V. Sindhu and
Sania Mirza in the
VIP box. — TWITTER

Former India 
cricketers (from left)
Mohammad
Azharuddin, GR
Viswanath, Dilip
Vengsarkar take a lap
of honour in a golf
cart. — AFP

V.V.S. Laxman,
Harbhajan Singh,
Anil Kumble and

Sachin Tendulkar
relive their Eden
memories. — BCCI

Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina (left),
with West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee
and Sourav Ganguly
during the 
inauguration. — AP

>>
>

>>
>

Virat Kohli celebrates
his half-century
against Bangladesh on
Day One of the second
Test at Eden Gardens
on Friday.

— AFP 

Ishant Sharma celebrates
his five-for. — AFP
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Kolkata, Nov. 22:
Bangladesh won the toss
and India everything else
against a ball they are not
acquainted with on the
first day of their maiden
Day/Night Test, the qual-
ity of contest spectacular-
ly failing to match the
manic pre-match hype. 

First the Ishant
Sharma-led Indian pace
unit terrorised the visi-
tors, bundling them out
for 106 in just under 31
overs even before twilight
set in. With two of their
batsmen concussed, the
m e n t a l l y - s c a r r e d
Bangladesh attack then
found itself at the receiv-
ing end of a masterclass
from the Indian captain
Virat Kohli, who
remained unbeaten on 59
off 93 balls, as India
reached 174 for three at
stumps on the opening
day. 

The stodgy Cheteshwar
Pujara, with two pink ball
hundreds under his belt
in first-class cricket,
scored a chiselled 55 as
India took a 68-run lead.

It looks like the cricket
loving Kolkata public will
not have an opportunity
to witness even three full
days' action. 

The city turned pink,
the crowd responded to
the brainchild of its
favourite son Sourav
Ganguly, who arranged a
first-of-its-kind match in
less than a month's time.
However, the gulf in stan-
dards along with the sin-
gular lack of intent from

the visitors took some
sheen away from the
game. 

Earlier, Ishant grabbed
his first five-wicket haul
on Indian soil after a good
12 years, finishing with 5
for 22 in 12 overs after a
brave decision by opposi-
tion captain Mominul
Haque to bat first on a
seamer-friendly pitch.
Umesh Yadav hurried the
Bangladeshi batsmen for
pace with 3 for 29 in 7

overs while Mohammed
Shami was deadly bowl-
ing the cutters wide off
the crease with figures of
2 for 36 in 10.3 overs. He
also bowled two sharp
bouncers, leaving Liton
Das (24) and Nayeem
Hasan (19) concussed. 

Bangladesh lasted just
30.3 overs in their first
innings with specialist
spinners Ravindra Jadeja
bowling a solitary over
and R. Ashwin wasn't
even required to roll his
arms over. 

Clearly the menacing
Indian pace attack
exposed Bangladeshi's
lack of technical finesse
as the 'Pink Ball Test' was
agreed upon three days
before their tour depar-
ture on the initiative of
newly-elected BCCI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly.
Bangladesh looked unset-
tled by the capacity
crowd, something they
have never encountered
even in their home Tests
and the world-class bowl-
ing made it even more dif-
ficult. — PTI

Kohli & Co. sitting
pretty in pink
Ishant takes five-for as India dominate Bangladesh

Kohli fastest to

5,000
Test runs as

captain

VIRAT KOHLI on Friday became the
fastest to 5,000 runs as captain, com-
pleting the feat in 86 innings during
Day One of the Day/Night Test
between India and Bangladesh.

Two concussion subs
for Bangla on Day 1

SCORECARD
Bangladesh (1st innings): Shadman Islam c Saha b Yadav
29, Imrul Kayes lbw b Ishant 4, Mominul Haque c Rohit b
Yadav 0, Mohammad Mithun b Yadav 0, Mushfiqur Rahim b
Mohammed Shami 0, Mahmudullah c Saha b Ishant 6, Liton
Das retired hurt 24, Nayeem Hasan b Ishant 19, Ebadat
Hossain b Ishant 1, Mehidy Hasan c Pujara b Ishant 8, Al-
Amin Hossain (not out) 1, Abu Jayed c Pujara b Shami 0.
Extras (b-8, lb-6) 14. Total (in 30.3 overs) 106. 
FoW: 1-15, 2-17, 3-17, 4-26, 5-38, 6-60, 7-82, 8-98, 9-105.
Bowling: Ishant 12-4-22-5, Yadav 7-2-29-3, Shami 10.3-2-
36-2, Jadeja 1-0-5-0.
India (1st innings): M. Agarwal c Mehidy b Al-Amin 14, R.
Sharma lbw b Ebadat 21, C. Pujara b Ebadat 55, V. Kohli
(batting) 59, A. Rahane (batting) 23. Extras (lb-1, w-1) 2.
Total (for 3 wickets in 46 overs) 174. 
FoW: 1-26, 2-43, 3-137. 
Bowling:  Al-Amin 14-3-49-1, Abu 12-3-40-0, Ebadat 12-1-61-
2, Taijul 8-0-23-0.

Bangladesh batsman
Nayeem Hasan (left) is
attended by India’s
physio. — AFP

ALL 10 WICKETS BY INDIAN 
PACERS IN AN INNINGS AT HOME

Opponents Venue Season Result

England Mumbai 1981-82 Won

West Indies Ahmedabad 1983-84 Lost

Sri Lanka Kolkata 2017-18 Drawn

Bangladesh Kolkata 2019-20 Ongoing

Stats: 
— S. PERVEZ QAISER

Had to work out right
length to bowl: Ishant
Kolkata, Nov. 22: Ishant Sharma
on Friday said the India pacers
had to figure out the right length
to bowl with pink ball after not
getting any swing initially on day
one of the second Test against
Bangladesh here.

“It was a lot of different from
red ball. Initially, we bowled the
right length but did not get any
swing. Then we realised at what
length we have to hit and we dis-
cussed among ourselves and
found out the right length to bowl
with the pink ball,” said Ishant. 

Ishant, who has playing Test
cricket for more than a decade, is
part of the arguably India’s best
ever pace attack comprising

Mohammad Shami, Umesh Yadav
and Jasprit Bumrah, who is out of
action due to injury. 

After a long wait of 12 years,
Ishant finally got a five-wicket
haul (5/22) at home. “I’m enjoying
my cricket right now. Initially I
used to take more pressure on my
performance, to take wickets and
beat batsmen so many things.
Now, I don’t think much.
Obviously, I’ve got experience
now so I adjust my length accord-
ing to the conditions quickly,”
Ishant said. 

The 31-year-old does not feature
in the ODI team since 2016, while
his last T20I experience was in
2013. — PTI

Hyd, Mum swap
WI T20 matches

Warner plunders
hapless Pakistan

Mumbai: The BCCI on Friday
has swapped the dates of
India’s T20 Internationals
against West Indies with

Mumbai hosting the third game
on December 11 and the

December 6 opener going to
Hyderabad. 

The Mumbai Police has
expressed inability to provide

security as the city would be on
a high alert on December 6, the
anniversary of the Babri Masjid

demolition and also the
“Mahaparinirvan Din” of B. R.

Ambedkar. On the day, lakhs of
Ambedkar followers throng the

Chaityabhumi memorial. “The
BCCI has agreed to swap the

dates of the Mumbai
(December 6) and Hyderabad

(December 11) games. We were
able to carry out the swap after

HCA president Mohammed
Azharuddin agreed,” as senior

Mumbai Cricket Association
official said. 

Another source said that HCA
President and former India cap-

tain Mohammad Azharuddin
played an important role in this

swap else the Mumbai Cricket
Association was set to lose the

match. — PTI
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Kynan shines
New Delhi, Nov. 22: Former world
champion Manavjit Singh Sandhu of
Punjab won his 12th men’s trap gold
medal at the Shotgun Nationals while
Rajasthan’s Manavaditya Singh
Rathore claimed his first in the junior
section here on Friday.

Needing a high final round to remain
in contention for the title, Manavjit
missed one target for a round of 24,
which put him in a shoot-off with
seven other contenders for five final
qualifying spots.

Kynan Chenai of Telengana, who
eventually won bronze, was the only
one to qualify directly, topping the qual-
ification field with a score of 121 out of
125. Manavjit then shot 42 out of 50 tar-
gets in the final, to outgun state-mate
Vishavdev Singh Sidhu, who ended
with 41. Kynan was eliminated earlier
in third place with 32 hits out of the
first 40 targets.

The junior final followed and after an
intense battle between Manavaditya
and Punjab's Jungsher Singh Virk, who
had also made it to the men's final, the
boy from Rajasthan prevailed 45-44 to
land his first national crown. His state-
mate Vivaan Kapoor won bronze with a
finals score of 35.

Both Manavjit and Manavaditya also
won the respective team titles in their
categories to bag double gold medals on
the day. Manavjit teamed up with
Jungsher and Namanveer Singh Brar
for a total of 358, which put them two
ahead of Rajasthan, giving
Manavaditya the silver medal. The
combination of Manavaditya, Vivaan
and Aman Ali Elahi clinched the junior
men's team title with a combined effort
of 351, way ahead of Haryana who
managed 345 for silver.

— PTI
● Kynan Chenai of Telengana,
who eventually won bronze,
was the only one to qualify
directly, topping the qualifica-
tion field with a score of 121
out of 125.

State boy wins bronze in Nationals

Kynan CChenai


