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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy  Rainfall  very  likely  at  isolated
places over coastal Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....28.5....16.8 Kozhikode....................—....34.7....25.5

Ahmedabad...........—....31.6....18.8 Kurnool .......................—....32.6....19.8

Aizawl...................—....21.4....10.7 Lucknow......................—....26.2....15.8

Allahabad..............—....28.5....15.8 Madurai .................... 2.9....30.8....22.8

Bengaluru .............—....28.5....18.6 Mangaluru ...................—....36.6....23.0

Bhopal ..................—....28.9....16.6 Mumbai .......................—....33.5....22.2

Bhubaneswar.........—....29.7....18.4 Mysuru ........................—....28.3....19.2

Chandigarh ...........—....27.8....10.4 New Delhi ...................—....27.2....13.7

Chennai ................—....30.7....24.9 Patna ..........................—....26.2....17.0

Coimbatore ...........—....29.8....22.2 Port Blair.....................—....30.8....23.7

Dehradun ..............—....26.3....10.2 Puducherry ............... 0.4....31.2....20.8

Gangtok................—....16.7....11.5 Pune............................—....29.5....14.6

Goa.......................—....34.2....22.2 Raipur .........................—....30.8....17.6

Guwahati ..............—....28.8....16.3 Ranchi .........................—....28.4....13.2

Hubballi ................—....29.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....17.4......8.6

Hyderabad ............—....29.4....17.6 Shimla.........................—....15.7......5.9

Imphal ..................—....24.8....13.5 Srinagar.......................—........ —........ —

Jaipur ...................—....27.4....17.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....32.8....23.9

Kochi ....................—....31.8....25.6 Tiruchi...................... 1.3....32.5....22.9

Kohima .................—....20.8......9.3 Vijayawada ..................—....30.3....21.4

Kolkata .................—....29.6....19.1 Visakhapatnam .............—....30.2....23.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Patna, Bihar
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
404 indicating a dangerous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Shillong,
Meghalaya recorded a
healthy AQI score of 17 

Ahmedabad..... 114 126 23 . 127 ...97 ....*

Bengaluru ....... .04 .55 64 ... 69 ...88 ....*

Chennai .......... .05 .16 32 . 109 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. .20 .46 56 . 329 .....— ....*

Hyderabad ...... .18 .58 39 . 256 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... .26 .98 28 . 313 .264 ....*

Lucknow ......... .10 ...— 45 . 322 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... .16 .78 36 . 248 .166 ....*

Pune............... .82 .13 64 . 191 .132 ....*

Visakhapatnam ...— ...— 42 .....— .....— ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Data  released  by  the  Food
Safety and Standards Auth
ority of India (FSSAI) on en
forcement of norms has not
ed that 3.7% of the samples
collected and analysed were
found  unsafe,  15.8%  sub
standard  and  9%  samples
had labelling defects.

Releasing  the  data  for
201819, when 1,06,459 sam
ples were analysed, the food
regulator  said  this  was  the
fi��rst year the data had been
compiled  for  unsafe,  sub
standard  and  labelling  de
fects separately. This would

help authorities take precise
corrective  and  preventive
action.  While  there  should
be zero tolerance to unsafe
food,  substandard  and  la
belling defects require grea

ter eff��orts on capacity build
ing  of  the  businesses  and
standards, as well as labell
ing requirements.

There  has  been  a  7%  in
crease  in  the  number  of

samples  analysed  during
201819  compared  to  2017
18.  Compared  to  the  pre
vious  year,  25%  more  sam
ples  were  found  noncon
forming.  This  shows  that
there has been better target
ing  of  enforcement  eff��orts
by States/UTs.

There has been a 36% in
crease  in  civil  cases
launched  and  a  67%  in
crease in the number of cas
es where penalties were im
posed.  The  amount  of
penalty — ₹��32.58 crore— im
posed has increased by 23%
during 201819 compared to
the previous year. There has
been 86% increase in crimi
nal  cases  launched.  Since
the  conclusion  of  criminal
cases takes time, 5,198 cases
were  concluded  during

201718 that included a back
log  of  previous  years.  Dur
ing the year there have been
701  convictions  in  criminal
cases so far.

Ten States/UTs that have
performed well  include Ut
tarakhand, Goa, Bihar, Sik
kim, Gujarat and Telangana. 

Ten States that have per
formed  poorly  include  Na
galand,  Uttar  Pradesh,  Ta
mil  Nadu,  Jharkhand,
Jammu  &  Kashmir,  Rajas
than and Punjab.

Many  of  the  poorly  per
forming  States  have  not
been  able  to  put  in  place
fulltime offi��cers and do not
have proper  testing  labora
tories. Pawan Agarwal, CEO,
FSSAI,  said  the  regulator
was increasing the capacity
of the State laboratories. 

‘3.7% food samples unsafe, 15.8% sub-standard’ 
Bihar, Goa among
best performing
States, says FSSAI
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‘For every new A320neo,
ground old PW engines’
NEW DELHI 

The DGCA on Monday

instructed IndiGo to ensure it

grounds an old A320neo

aircraft with an unmodified

Pratt and Whitney (PW)

engine for every new

A320neo plane added to its

fleet. The regulator issued

the directions in view of the

January 31 deadline given to

IndiGo to replace all

unmodified PW engines on its

A320neo family aircraft. PTI

IN BRIEF

Portal for housing
subsidy scheme launched
NEW DELHI

The Union Housing and Urban

Affairs Ministry on Monday

launched a portal for

applicants to track their

applications for housing

subsidy under the Credit

Linked Subsidy Scheme of the

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

(Urban). Launching the

portal, Minister of State

Hardeep Singh Puri said the

beneficiaries’ grievances

would be addressed in a

“comprehensive, organised

and transparent manner”.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata  Banerjee  on  Mon
day  announced  the  “regu
larisation” of 94 refugee co
lonies on land owned by the
State  and  Central  govern
ments  and  on  private  pre
mises. 

The decision, taken dur
ing  a  Cabinet  meeting,
would  benefi��t  over  20,000
families  and  over  1.25  lakh
people, she said. 

“It  was  a  long  time
back...1971  [when  the  refu
gees came in from East Pa
kistan due to the Liberation
War in Bangladesh]. For al
most 48 years, these people
have been left hanging with
out  a  home  or  land.  I  be
lieve,  refugees  have  the
right,”  she  said.  “We  have
decided to regularise [refu
gee settlements], solely be
cause it has been a long time
now.”

By  referring  to  1971,  Ms.

Banerjee  has  made  it  clear
that the move to regularise
refugee settlements is a stra
tegy to counter the Centre’s
plan to implement the Citi
zenship  Amendment  Bill,
2016, and eventually the Na
tional Register of Citizens in
West  Bengal,  where  Mus
lims are targeted as Bangla
deshis. 

Ms. Banerjee’s announce
ment would ensure legalisa
tion of property for all.

Ms.  Banerjee  said  the
West  Bengal  Land  Depart
ment took the initiative and
pursued the matter, but did
not have much success. 

“There are 13,353 families
residing  on  State  govern
ment land,” the Chief Minis
ter said. 

Around  11,986  families
were staying on land owned
by the government and also
on  private  land,  for  which
there have been no claimant
for  the  past  few  decades,
she added.

‘Decision will benefi��t 20,000 families’
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Mamata regularises
94 refugee colonies 

Citing the National Statisti
cal  Offi��ce’s  caveat  on  the
possibility  of  respondent
bias on the issue of access
to toilets due to the order
of questions asked in its lat
est  survey  on  sanitation,
the Centre has said it is “in
appropriate  to use  the  re
sults of this report to draw
conclusions on the sanita
tion status in India”.

Respondents  were  in
itially asked whether  they
had received benefi��ts from
the  government  schemes
and may have given a nega
tive  reply  in  the  hope  of
getting additional benefi��ts,
said  a  joint  statement  by
the  Jal  Shakti  Ministry,
which administers the fl��ag
ship  scheme Swachh Bha
rat, along with the Ministry
of  Statistics  and  Pro
gramme  Implementation,
which  oversees  the  NSO.
“This bias may have led to
signifi��cant underreporting
of sanitation coverage.”

Centre fl��ags
likely bias in
NSO survey
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More than 75% of the 7 lakh
electorate  on  Monday  cast
votes  in  the  bypolls  to  the
three  Assembly  seats  in
West  Bengal,  amid  allega
tions  that  Trinamool  Con
gress  activists  orchestrated
an attack on the BJP candi
date  from  Karimpur  seg
ment,  Joy  Prakash
Majumdar.

The turnout was 77.17% in
Kaliaganj, 67.62% in Kharag
pur Sadar and 81.23% in Ka
rimpur. 

Video footage aired by lo
cal  television  channels
showed that a group of peo
ple surrounded Mr. Majum
dar,  staged  a  demonstra
tion,  and  then  started
slapping and punching him
before pushing him into the
nearby bushes. 

The  BJP  candidate
blamed  the  Trinamool  for
the  attack  and  alleged  that
West  Bengal’s  ruling  party
was  trying  to  “murder  de
mocracy”. 

‘Attempt to murder’
West  Bengal  BJP  president
Dilip Ghosh called it an “at
tempt to murder” the party
candidate and said the Tri

namool  was  looking  at  an
imminent defeat.

The  Trinamool  leader
ship said the BJP leader was
trying to garner sympathy. 

“This  was  a  planned  act
to  garner  sympathy  from
the  people,”  Trinamool
Congress  secretary  general
and  State  Minister  Partha
Chatterjee said.

In another incident at Ka
liaganj,  BJP  candidate  Ka
mal  Chandra  Sarkar  was
seen  helping  his  wife  cast
her vote. The presiding of
fi��cer  of  the  polling  booth
was removed after the inci
dent. 

In  Kharagpur  Sadar’s
booth number 140, the BJP
agent  complained  that  the
Electronic  Voting  Machine
was strategically placed be
side a mirror wall.

Over  7.34  lakh  voters

were eligible to vote in 801
polling stations. 

Voters  had  to  choose
their  representatives  from
among  18  candidates,  in
cluding three women.

Vacant seats
The  polls  at  Kharagpur  Sa
dar and Karimganj were ne
cessitated  after  the  MLAs
from  the  respective  seats
contested and won the 2019
Lok  Sabha  polls.  Dilip
Ghosh, BJP MLA from Kha
ragpur  Sadar,  was  elected
from  the  Medinipur  Lok
Sabha seat and Mahua Moi
tra,  MLA  from  Karimpur,
won  the  Krishnanagar  seat
in Nadia district. 

The seat in Uttar Dinajpur
district  in  Kaliaganj  had
been vacant after the death
of  Congress  MLA  Pramath
Nath Roy in May 2019.

Bengal bypolls record 75% turnout
BJP’s Karimpur candidate allegedly attacked by a group of Trinamool supporters
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Dilip Ghosh

The  Delhi  High  Court  on
Monday  directed  the  jail
authorities  here  to  decide
within a week on the plea
of  Jessica Lal murder con
vict Manu Sharma, who has
spent about 17 years in jail,
seeking eight weeks’ parole
to look after family needs.

In  his  petition,  Sharma
said his plea seeking parole
is pending with the author
ities for nearly nine months
whereas they are required
to  decide  it  within  four
weeks.  Delhi  government
standing counsel (criminal)
Rahul  Mehra  said  Sharma
should fi��rst wait for the de
cision of jail authorities be
fore approaching the HC. 

‘Decide on
Manu Sharma’s
parole plea
within a week’

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The  Delhi  High  Court  on
Monday  sought  the  res
ponse  of  former  Fortis
Healthcare  promoter  Mal
vinder  Singh  on  a  plea  of
the  Enforcement  Directo
rate  challenging  a  trial
court’s order refusing to ex
tend his police custody in a
money laundering case.

Justice Chander Shekhar
also sought the response of
Sunil  Godhwani,  former
CMD of Religare Enterpris
es Ltd on  the ED’s plea  to
extend  his  custodial  inter
rogation in the case related
to  alleged  misappropria
tion  of  funds  at  Religare
Finvest Ltd. The HC has list
ed the plea for hearing on
Tuesday. 

Malvinder

Singh’s

response on

ED plea sought

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

T.N. man held for post
‘degrading’ Muslims 
TIRUCHI

The Manapparai police

arrested a 45yearold man

over a Facebook post

“degrading Muslims and

promoting enmity between

religious groups”. The police

said the accused posted on

Facebook a photograph of

two bricks, claiming they

were from the Babri Masjid,

which was razed by Hindu

outfits in December 1992. He

was sent to judicial custody. 

AIADMK committed to
social justice: T.N. CM 
CUDDALORE

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami on

Monday said the AIADMK

government was second to

none in nurturing social

justice. The government’s

commitment was in line with

the policies followed by party

founder M.G. Ramachandran

and his successor Jayalalithaa

in ameliorating the lot of the

backward classes, he said.

The  fi��rst  tranche  of  6,090
metric tonnes of onions im
ported  by  the  Centre  have
been bought from Egypt and
will reach the Mumbai port
in  the  fi��rst  week  of  Decem
ber. This consignment is be
ing  off��ered  to  State  govern
ments  at  ₹��5255  per  kg  in
Mumbai  and  ₹��60  per  kg  in
Delhi,  according  to  an  offi��
cial  statement  from  the  Mi
nistry of Food and Consum
er Aff��airs on Monday.

Domestic prices
Last  week,  the  Union  Cabi
net gave  its approval  to  the
import of 1.2 lakh tonnes by
the  Central  trade  agency
MMTC  to  tame  the  soaring
domestic prices. The late ar
rival of the monsoon as well

as excess rainfall and fl��ood
ing  during  the  harvesting
season in major States such
as  Karnataka,  Maharashtra
and  Madhya  Pradesh  are
likely to result in a 26% drop
in the production during this
season.

The  supply  shortages
have put pressure on prices,
with  retail  rates  breaching

the ₹��100 per kg mark in Del
hi earlier this month. While
the price has now dipped to
₹��75  per  kg,  it  is  as  high  as
₹��120 per kg  in Mumbai and
other  metros,  the  National
Horticulture’s  Board  data
shows. 

Delhi has not yet put in an
order, but the Central agen
cy  NAFED  plans  to  retail

them  through  its  own  out
lets, along with the outlets of
Mother  Dairy,  Kendriya
Bhandar and NCCF.

Total demand
So far, the States which have
communicated their wish to
distribute the onions include
Andhra Pradesh, West Ben
gal, Odisha, Kerala and Sik
kim. Along with the NAFED
demand  for Delhi,  the  total
demand so  far  is 2,265 me
tric  tonnes,  said  the  state
ment. 

The price that the Centre
is  off��ering  to  the  States  is
higher  than  the  wholesale
domestic  price  of  onions.
The  Centre  expects  that
States  will  provide  an  addi
tional  subsidy before  retail
ing them to consumers, Mi
nistry offi��cials said.

Onions from Egypt to hit the market soon 
Centre pegs price at ₹��5260/kg, expects States to provide additional subsidy 

Bringing tears: Supply shortages have put pressure on prices,
with retail rates breaching the ₹��100 per kg mark in Delhi. * PTI
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