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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Thursday: Thunderstorm  accompanied  with  light­
ning very likely at isolated places over Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....30.1....17.5 Kozhikode....................—....34.8....24.2

Ahmedabad...........—....31.8....19.5 Kurnool .......................—....31.6....21.2

Aizawl...................—....23.6....11.4 Lucknow......................—....28.1....14.5

Allahabad..............—....31.3....16.7 Madurai .......................—....31.2....24.6

Bengaluru .............—....25.0....20.0 Mangaluru ...................—....37.2....23.0

Bhopal ..................—....29.3....15.6 Mumbai .......................—....34.0....21.4

Bhubaneswar.........—....29.7....18.2 Mysuru ........................—........ —....20.0

Chandigarh ...... 15.2....22.2....14.6 New Delhi ...................—....27.4....14.5

Chennai ................—....30.9....25.7 Patna ..........................—....28.3....16.8

Coimbatore ...........—....30.0....22.6 Port Blair.....................—....31.2....26.3

Dehradun ........... 0.3....25.0....13.6 Puducherry ............. 43.6....30.4....21.4

Gangtok................—....15.7....10.7 Pune............................—....29.3....14.9

Goa.......................—....34.0....23.0 Raipur .........................—....31.0....18.2

Guwahati ..............—....29.4....16.8 Ranchi .........................—....28.6....14.0

Hubballi ................—....29.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....20.2......9.6

Hyderabad ............—....28.9....18.4 Shimla...................... 9.0....13.5......4.7

Imphal ..................—....24.9......9.3 Srinagar.......................—........ —........ —

Jaipur ...................—....27.4....17.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.1....24.3

Kochi ....................—....32.8....25.4 Tiruchi...................... 1.0....31.4....23.4

Kohima .................—....20.0......9.6 Vijayawada ..................—....31.1....20.8

Kolkata .................—....29.9....19.7 Visakhapatnam .............—....30.4....23.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Patna, Bihar
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
426 indicating a moderate
level of pollution. In
contrast, Shillong,
Meghalaya recorded a
healthy AQI score of 24

Ahmedabad..... 123 132 30 ... 98 .107 ....*

Bengaluru ....... .02 .43 42 ... 72 ...83 ....*

Chennai .......... .11 .02 07 ... 90 ...83 ....*

Delhi .............. .07 .48 30 . 200 .....— ....*

Hyderabad ...... .19 .52 29 . 176 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... .16 .84 29 . 312 .280 ....*

Lucknow ......... .09 .18 81 . 401 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... .15 .85 17 . 215 .170 ....*

Pune............... .81 .15 64 . 173 .122 ....*

Visakhapatnam .12 .36 41 . 152 .115 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

The  Central  Information
Commission  was  not  con­
sulted regarding the Right
to  Information  Amend­
ment Act, 2019 or the Rules
of the Act, an RTI applica­
tion shows.

In July, when asked why
the  government  had  not
held  any  public  consulta­
tion  on  the  amendments,
the Centre had told the Ra­
jya Sabha that the changes
in  the  Act  were  “between
the  Government  and  the
offi��cers,  not  the  public.”
The  CIC  response  now
shows  that  the  aff��ected
Commissioners  were  not
consulted  either.  Several
State Information Commis­
sioners told The Hindu that
they  had  not  been
consulted.

Tenure reduced
The  amendments  to  the
transparency  legislation
were  enacted  in  July,  and
gave the Centre the power
to  determine  the  tenure,
salary  and  perks  of  the
State and Central Informa­
tion  Commissioners.  The
Commissions are the fi��nal
courts of appeal under the
RTI  Act.  The  Rules  to  the
RTI Amendment Act were
notifi��ed in October, and re­
duced  the  tenure  of  the
Commissioners  from  fi��ve
to  three  years,  while  also
downgrading  their  status
and allowances. 

During  the  debate  on
the  RTI  Amendments  Bill
in the Rajya Sabha on July
25,  Samajwadi  Party  MP
Javed  Ali  Khan  had  asked
why  there  had  been  “no
consultation with  intellec­
tuals, the public represen­
tatives  and  the  RTI  acti­
vists.”  In  response,
Minister  of  State  for  Per­
sonnel,  Public  Grievances
and Pensions  said  the un­
derstanding  was  that  the
public was not aff��ected by
the autonomy or indepen­
dence of the RTI per se. “It
is only dealing with the te­
nure, terms and conditions
of the functionaries.” 

CIC not asked
about RTI
amendments 

Priscilla Jebaraj

NEW DELHI

International  non­govern­
ment organisation IMPACT,
in its latest report, has said
that India has become one
of  the  largest  gold  smug­
gling hubs in the world.

Gold,  possibly  tied  to
confl��ict,  human  rights
abuses  and  corruption  in
Africa and South America,
is  entering  legal  interna­
tional markets through In­
dia, said the Canada­head­
quartered organisation in a
statement. 

The NGO said it had un­
covered  how  the  country
imported  about  1,000
tonnes of gold per year — a
quarter more than the offi��­
cial fi��gures indicated. 

“Actors  across  India’s
gold industry are failing to
do proper checks on where
gold comes from to ensure
it’s  not  fi��nancing  confl��ict
and  human  rights  viola­
tions,” according to Joanne
Lebert,  IMPACT’s  execu­
tive  director.  The  report
said  that  one­third  of  the
world’s  gold  passed
through  India,  identifying
three  primary  factors  for
smuggling: tax breaks, fal­
sifi��ed  origin  documents
and complicit allies. 

The report said that re­
fi��ned gold was being smug­
gled  into  India  primarily
from the United Arab Emi­
rates,  while  key  traders
and  refi��ners  in  Africa’s
Great  Lakes  region,  with
links to India, were identi­
fi��ed as being part of the illi­
cit gold trade.

India a major
gold smuggling
hub: report

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Ex­Navy Chief Admiral
Sushil Kumar dead
NEW DELHI

Former Navy Chief Admiral

Sushil Kumar passed away on

Wednesday at the Army’s

Research and Referral

Hospital in Delhi. He was 79.

Admiral Kumar was the 16th

Chief of Naval Staff and

oversaw Naval operations

during the Kargil conflict of

1999.

IN BRIEF

ED attaches ₹��5.11­crore
assets of gem exporters
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate

has attached assets worth

₹��5.11 crore in connection with

a money laundering case

involving Vipul Gems and

others. The properties and

₹��1.31 crore in fixed deposits

belong to Shanti Kumar

Chordia, Umrao Mal Chordia

and Nayantara Chordia.

Haryana govt. transfers
Khemka, 14 others
CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government on

Wednesday transferred 14 IAS

officers, including bureaucrat

Ashok Khemka, who has been

posted as Principal Secretary

of the Archaeological

department. Mr. Khemka has

been transferred nearly 50

times in his career.

Former  Union  Finance  Mi­
nister  P.  Chidambaram,
through  his  lawyer  and  se­
nior advocate Kapil Sibal, ar­
gued in the Supreme Court
on  Wednesday  that  the  ac­
tual  idea  behind  his  incar­
ceration  in  the  INX  Media
case is “to keep him in cus­
tody as long as possible.”

“Why did they not ques­
tion me all this time in judi­
cial custody? Now they are
claiming they want to ques­
tion him, knowing the case
is in this court,” Mr. Sibal ar­
gued  before  a  three­judge
Bench  led  by  Justice  R.
Banumathi.

Mr. Chidambaram has ap­
pealed against a Delhi High
Court decision denying him
regular  bail  in  the  ED’s
charge of money laundering
slapped  against  him  in  the
INX Media case. Senior ad­
vocate  A.M.  Singhvi,  also
speaking for Mr. Chidamba­
ram,  pointed  out  that  the
latter has been in jail for 99
days.

Mr. Sibal contended that

the ED has not been able to
fi��nd even “one undisclosed
property  or  asset”  against
his client. “All they claim is
Karti  [Mr.  Chidambaram’s
son and named an accused
in the INX Media case] is an
owner of the shell company,
Advantage  Strategic  Con­
sulting. Mr. Chidambaram is
his father. So he crafted the
entire scheme... But there is
no  proof  of  crime  commit­
ted  by  the  petitioner,”  Mr.
Sibal argued. The ED is ex­
pected to argue against bail
on November 28. 

Chidambaram appeals against bail order 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Sibal casts doubts
on ED’s motive

Three  culturally  signifi��cant
artefacts — a pair of ‘Dwara­
pala’  (door guardians)  from
Tamil Nadu and one ‘Nagara­
ja’ (serpent king) from either
Rajasthan  or  Madhya  Pra­
desh,  purchased  from  idol
smuggler Subhash Kapoor —
will be returned to India by
the  Australian  government
during Prime Minister Scott
Morrison’s visit to India in Ja­
nuary 2020.

A joint  media  statement
from Mr. Morrison, Minister
for Foreign Aff��airs and Minis­
ter for Women Marise Payne
and  Paul  Fletcher,  MP  and
Minister  for  Communica­

tions  Cyber  Safety  and  the
Arts,  read:  “The  artefacts
which were held by the Na­
tional  Gallery  of  Australia
(Gallery), were purchased in
good faith, but extensive re­
search  undertaken  by  the
gallery has led to its decision
to  voluntarily  return  these
artefacts to India.”

While  the  Dwarapalas
from Tamil Nadu are said to
be from the 15th century, the
Nagaraja,  dated  6th  to  8th
century, is from Rajasthan or
Madhya Pradesh.

‘Deep relationship’
“Like  India,  we  understand
the value of our ancient cul­
tures and artefacts,” the Aus­

tralian  Prime  Minister  said.
“The  return  of  these  arte­
facts is the right thing to do.
This  is  another  demonstra­
tion of the deep relationship

between  Australia  and
India.”

Both  India  and  Australia
are  party  to  the  UNESCO
1970  Convention  on  the

Means  of  Prohibiting  and
Preventing the Illicit Import,
Export and Transport of Ow­
nership of Cultural Property. 

‘Strong ties’
Ms. Payne said, “The strong
ties Australian and Indian in­
stitutions  have  made  in  re­
cent years have helped deve­
lop  important  professional
relationships. The return of
these  artefacts  also  under­
scores the world’s debt to In­
dia’s  magnifi��cent  culture,
history and legacy.”

Mr. Fletcher said that the
historic  artefacts  play  a  sig­
nifi��cant  role  in  modern  so­
ciety by allowing communi­
ties  to  acknowledge  and

celebrate their shared histo­
ry and culture. “The Nation­
al Gallery of Australia recog­
nises this, and is committed
to  the  ethical  collecting  of
cultural  material  and  best
practice  collection  manage­
ment.  I  commend  the  Gal­
lery for resolving these lega­
cy issues,” he said.

The release further added
that  criminal  law  proceed­
ings  are  underway  in  India
and the United States against
former New York art dealer
Subhash  Kapoor,  from
whom  these  artefacts  were
purchased.  The  Australian
government  does  not  have
any  role  in  these
proceedings.

Australia to return 3 idols to India in January
Return of artefacts underscores the world’s debt to India’s magnifi��cent culture, history and legacy, says Australian PM

Special Correspondent

Chennai

Historic links: Three artefacts, a pair of ‘Dwarapala’ and a
‘Nagaraja’, will be returned to India. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Punjab Chief Minister Ama­
rinder Singh and 30 others
accused  in  the  multi­crore
Ludhiana  City  Centre  cor­
ruption  case  were  on  Wed­
nesday acquitted by a court
in Ludhiana. 

Sessions  Judge  Gurbir
Singh,  while  accepting  the
closure report moved by the
State Vigilance Bureau, stat­
ed that no case of corruption
had been made out against
any of the accused.

Besides Capt. Amarinder,
his son Raninder Singh and
son­in­law  Raminder  Singh
were  also  accused  in  the
case.

‘No evidence’
There  was  no  evidence
against  any  accused,  the
court  ruled,  adding  that
former chairman of the Im­
provement  Trust  Paramjit
Singh also did not indulge in
corruption,  though  he  may
be accused of disobeying the
orders of his senior.

“The  court  has  accepted
the closure report of the Vi­
gilance  Bureau  and  dis­
charged all 31 accused in the
case,”  said  advocate  Ravin­
der Abrol, who represented
the  case  on  behalf  of  the
State.

In  August  2017,  the  Bu­
reau fi��led the closure report
in  the  case.  Ten  years  ear­
lier,  it  had  fi��led  the  FIR
against the Punjab Chief Mi­
nister and others for alleged
corruption. 

It stated that by favouring
a Delhi­based  company  for
the  proposed  city  centre
project, the State exchequer
suff��ered  a  loss  of  ₹��1,144
crore. 

The Ludhiana City Centre

project was announced and
rolled out during Capt. Ama­
rinder’s  previous  term  as
Chief  Minister  between
2002 and 2007.

‘Political victimisation’
Capt.  Amarinder,  who  ap­
peared before  the court on
Wednesday, told journalists
that the verdict was a victory
for  him  and  others  in  their
fi��ght against what was a bra­
zen act of political victimisa­
tion. 

The  truth  had  prevailed
and  their  stand  against  the
politically­motivated  charg­
es had been fully vindicated,
he  said.  He  had  full  confi��­
dence in the law, the Punjab
Chief Minister said. 

Punjab CM, son acquitted in
multi-crore corruption case 
Amarinder Singh’s
son­in­law also
among 31 accused 

Special Correspondent

Chandigarh

Amarinder Singh  Raninder Singh 

NDTV wins award for
Kathua coverage
NEW DELHI

NDTV has won the IPI India

Award for Excellence in

Journalism, 2019, for its

coverage of the rape and

murder of a young girl in

Kathua and the aftermath,

anchored by Nidhi Razdan.

NDTV was unanimously

selected by a jury headed by

former Attorney General of

India Soli Sorabjee. 

Priyanka, Rahul meet
Chidambaram in Tihar
NEW DELHI

Former Congress president

Rahul Gandhi and party

general secretary Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra on Wednesday

met Congress leader P.

Chidambaram, who is in judicial

custody in Tihar jail in

connection with alleged

corruption cases for over three

months. Karti Chidambaram,

who was also present, said the

visit had made it clear that the

Congress party was with him.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

It’s half­past­fi��ve on a Satur­
day afternoon, and the fi��sh­
ermen  of  Mamallapuram
are  busy  mending  their
nets.  A  few  metres  away
from the shore, in Karungu­
liamman  Street,  a  grinding
noise begins and resonates
through the beach.

The  sound,  it  turns  out,
comes  from  a  little  girl  in
shorts  and  a  T­shirt,  scoot­
ing  her  way  across  a  small
skating rink, set up outside
the community centre at the
hamlet.

2020 shortlist
Meet  Kamali,  doing  what
she  does  best  —  deftly  ma­
noeuvring  her  skateboard.
Kamali is the almost famous
10­year­old  skateboarder
from  Mamallapuram.  A
short  fi��lm  on  her  life  and
that of her single mother Su­
ganthi,  titled  Kamali  has
qualifi��ed  for  the  2020  Os­

cars awards shortlist.
Kamali and six other boys

from  the  hamlet  have
formed a team called Mahab
Skaters  and  are  practising
hard to take part  in  Jugaad
2019, an international skate­
boarding tournament to be
held in Bengaluru from De­
cember 6 to 8. The evening
skateboarding  session  be­
gins with the cleaning of the
skating rink. 

The kids then try out dif­
ferent  moves  and  ma­
noeuvres. Many a time, they
fall  while  descending  a
slope, but they dust the dirt
away and continue practis­
ing. 

Her  mother  is  Kamali’s
driving force. Her growth to­
day can be attributed to the
struggle  of  Suganthi,  a  sin­
gle  mother.  “Initially,  eve­
ryone  knew  me  as  Moor­
thy’s  daughter.  Now  I  am
known  by  my  daughter’s
name — as Kamali’s mother,”
says Ms. Suganthi.

Film on skateboarder
qualifi��es for Oscars 
Story about a 10­year­old prodigy

Vivek Narayanan

CHENNAI

‘Schools will start the
day with exercises’
CHENNAI

Soon, students in Tamil Nadu

will start their day with 15

minutes of physical exercise,

State School Education

Minister K.A. Sengottaiyan

has said. A circular will be

issued shortly. The Minister

urged Chief Educational

Officers in all districts to take

the idea forward.


