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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Thunderstorm accompanied with  lightning
very  likely  at  isolated  places  over  coastal  Andhra  Pradesh,
Yanam, Rayalaseema, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....30.8....17.2 Kozhikode....................—....24.8....33.0

Ahmedabad...........—....31.8....19.1 Kurnool .......................—....32.2....22.2

Aizawl...................—....23.6....11.7 Lucknow......................—....29.7....17.0

Allahabad..............—....31.3....16.7 Madurai .................... 5.0....31.9....23.7

Bengaluru .............—....28.4....19.2 Mangaluru ...................—....38.8....23.6

Bhopal ..................—....30.3....16.6 Mumbai .......................—....34.7....22.4

Bhubaneswar.........—....29.9....19.2 Mysuru ........................—....27.7....20.1

Chandigarh ........ 9.6....22.8....14.6 New Delhi ...................—....22.0....16.2

Chennai ........... 22.3....30.8....24.7 Patna ..........................—....29.8....16.7

Coimbatore ........ 2.0....29.9....23.0 Port Blair.....................—....32.4....26.8

Dehradun ........... 7.0....18.4....13.3 Puducherry ............. 56.4....30.2....22.2

Gangtok................—....15.7......9.6 Pune............................—....30.7....15.3

Goa.......................—....34.8....23.1 Raipur .........................—....30.0....18.2

Guwahati ..............—....29.4....16.2 Ranchi .........................—....28.6....13.8

Hubballi ................—....29.0....21.0 Shillong.......................—....23.4......9.5

Hyderabad ............—....30.3....18.8 Shimla.........................—....13.7......4.2

Imphal ..................—....24.9....10.0 Srinagar.......................—........ —........ —

Jaipur ...................—....26.4....15.4 Thiruvananthapuram...... 1.3....34.7....24.8

Kochi ....................—....33.0....26.0 Tiruchi.................... 21.0....30.5....23.6

Kohima .................—....24.2......9.4 Vijayawada ..................—....31.2....23.8

Kolkata .................—....30.7....19.1 Visakhapatnam .............—....30.8....23.5

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
379
indicating a dangerous level
of pollution. In contrast,
Shillong, Meghalaya
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 16

Ahmedabad..... ..— 115 40 ....62 .....— ....*

Bengaluru ....... 03 .47 48 ....68 ...82 ....*

Chennai .......... 08 .12 30 ....83 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 11 134 46 ....87 ...73 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 17 .56 40 ..201 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... 15 .62 23 ..222 .196 ....*

Lucknow ......... 19 .48 50 ..415 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 05 .64 47 ..121 .127 ....*

Pune............... 84 .16 49 ..202 .135 ....*

Visakhapatnam 11 .31 26 ....92 ...90 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Army test-fires Israeli
anti-tank missile 
NEW DELHI

The Army on Wednesday

successfully tested two

newlyacquired Spike long

range antitank guided

missiles at the Infantry School

at Mhow, Madhya Pradesh.

The Army has recently

procured a small batch of 12

launchers and 250 missiles

from Israel using its new

financial powers to make

emergency procurements. 

The  Defence  Acquisition
Council  (DAC),  chaired  by
Defence  Minister  Rajnath
Singh, met on Thursday and
approved  the  procurement
of  weapons  and  equipment
worth ₹��22,800 crore.

Among them are six addi
tional P8I longrange patrol
aircraft to be procured from
the U.S. for the Navy and ad
ditional indigenous Airborne
Warning and Control System
(AWACS)  aircraft  for  the  In
dian Air Force (IAF).

As a followup to the suc
cessful indigenous Airborne
Early  Warning  and  Control
(AEW&C)  programme,  the

DAC  revalidated  the  Accep
tance of Necessity (AoN) for
the procurement of addition
al AWACS aircraft, the Minis
try  said.  “The  mission  sys
tem  and  subsystems  for
these aircraft would be indi

genously  designed,  deve
loped and integrated into the
main  platform  by  the  De
fence Research and Develop
ment Organisation (DRDO).” 

The  IAF  now  operates
three Israeli Phalcon AWACS

and  three  smaller  indige
nous Netra AEW&C systems
mounted  on  Embraer  air
craft.  A  shortage  of  these
force  multipliers  was  felt
during  the  aerial  engage
ment  with  the  Pakistan  Air

Force, a day after the Balakot
air strike in February. 

These  platforms  would
provide onboard command
and control and ‘early warn
ing’, which would assist the
IAF in achieving eff��ective air
space dominance in the least
possible time, the statement
said.  The  new  systems  are
likely to be mounted on Air
bus aircraft.

Indigenous design 
The DAC approved the indi
genous design, development
and manufacture of ‘thermal
imaging night sights’  for as
sault rifl��es, and these will be
made by the “Indian private
industry and used by troops
deployed on the front line.” 

It  also  approved  the  pro
curement  of  twinengine
heavy  helicopters  for  the
Coast Guard. 

Nod for defence purchase worth ₹��22,800 cr.
Rajnath Singh
chairs Acquisition
Council meeting

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The  Supreme  Court  on
Thursday reserved  its  judg
ment  on  a  plea  for  regular
bail fi��led by former Union Fi
nance Minister P. Chidamba
ram in a case of money laun
dering  levelled  against  him
by the Enforcement Directo
rate  (ED)  in  the  INX  Media
case.

Urging  a  threejudge
Bench led by Justice R. Banu
mathi against bail, Solicitor
General  Tushar  Mehta,  for
ED, argued economic off��enc
es aff��ected the national eco
nomy. 

The public would surmise
that  economic  off��ences,
which  were  a  class  apart,

committed by persons who
occupied  high  offi��ces  were
viewed  with  a  “permissive
eye” by the court. 

Mr.  Chidambaram  had
moved  the  appeal  against
the Delhi High Court’s deci
sion to deny him bail on No
vember 15.

“Do we show that we view
economic  off��ences  with  a
permissive  eye?  The  High
Court says no. He was not an
unknowing  bystander...  We
have sent letters rogatory to
various banks. Material col
lection has been complex in
this case, but we still have a
strong  case...  Involves  mo
ney  laundering, creation of
shell companies,” Mr. Mehta
argued.

Senior advocate Kapil Si
bal,  appearing  for  Mr.  Chi
dambaram, rebutted that all
the ED had done till now was
make  empty  allegations
against Mr. Chidambaram in
court. They had not shown a
shred  of  evidence  to  back
their claim, he said.

SC reserves verdict on
Chidambaram’s bail plea 
Former Finance Minister says there is no proof against him

Krishnadas Rajagopal

New Delhi

P.Chidambaram

As former Finance Minister
P.  Chidambaram  spent  his
100th  day  in  custody  on
Thursday,  his  son  and  Lok
Sabha  member  Karti  Chi
dambaram  said  “indepen
dent  legal  experts  should
debate if a pretrial remand
for investigation should ex
tend this long”.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, too, expressed her
solidarity  with  the  former
Union  Minister  when  she
told  Congress  MPs  that  it
was  “sheer  vindictiveness
that has kept Chidambaram
in prison for 100 days”.

“The environment in the
country is such that not ma
ny  people  are  willing  to

comment  in  public,”  Mr.
Karti  said  in  an  interview
with The Hindu.

Following  allegations  of
corruption in the INX Media
case, the former Finance Mi
nister has been lodged in Ti
har  Jail.  After  being  in  the
custody  of  the  Central  Bu
reau  of  Investigation  (CBI),
the  Enforcement  Directo
rate arrested him for custo
dial interrogation.

“Can you incarcerate so
meone  for  100  days  for  a
pretrial  investigation?  It  is
disappointing that indepen
dent legal and Constitution
al  experts  are  shying  away
from  openly  talking  about
issues  concerning  indivi
dual liberty, right to reputa
tion and freedom,” he said.

Karti speaks on 100th day
of Chidambaram’s remand
‘Legal experts shying away from issue’ 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

An  expert  committee  expli
citly  barred  the  publication
of the fi��ndings of a research
study  that  said  babies  born
to women — who as children
were exposed to the 1984 gas
leak in Bhopal — were signifi��
cantly  more  likely  to  have

“congenital  malformations”
than  those  born  to  women
unexposed to the gas.

The  study  had  methodo
logical fl��aws, was poorly de
signed and its fi��ndings were
inconclusive, the committee
ruled.  First  conceived  in
2012,  the  study  underwent
design and methodology re

views  by  multiple  commit
tees  before  it  was  commis
sioned at a cost of ₹��48 lakh.

The  expert  committee
consisted  of  scientists  from
the All India Institute of Med
ical Sciences, Delhi; the Na
tional Institute for Research
in Environmental Health (NI
REH),  Bhopal;  and  the  In

dian Council for Medical Re
search (ICMR).

The  fi��ndings  emerged  in
response to a question under
the Right To Information Act
and  were  made  public  at  a
press  conference  in  Bhopal
on  Thursday  by  an  associa
tion  of  activists  fi��ghting  for
those aff��ected by the leak of

methyl  isocyanate  from  the
Bhopal  factories  of  Union
Carbide  (now  Dow  Chemi
cals) in December 1984. 

The  activists  alleged  that
the ICMR, the parent body of
the  NIREH,  suppressed  the
data. “If the study design was
indeed  fl��awed,  how  was  it
approved at three successive

meetings over  two years?  If
mistakes  have  been  made,
why  hide  them  from  peo
ple?”  asked  Rashida  Bee,
president of the Bhopal Gas
Peedit  Mahila  Stationery
Karmchari  Sangh.  ICMR  Di
rectorGeneral Balram Bhar
gava  could  not  be  reached
for comment.

Expert panel bars release of Bhopal tragedy research fi��ndings 
Report on congenital deformities in children born to women exposed to the 1984 gas leak is inconclusive, says committee

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Cases filed against two
former Karnataka CMs
BENGALURU

Former Karnataka Chief

Ministers Siddaramaiah and

H.D. Kumaraswamy are

among the 17 persons who

have been booked for staging

a protest in front of the

Income Tax head office to

oppose “politically

motivated” searches on

properties linked to party

leaders ahead of the Lok

Sabha election.

Ramadoss serves 
notice on DMK leader
CHENNAI

PMK founder S. Ramadoss

has served a defamation

notice on DMK leader R.S.

Bharathi for the remarks

made against him after a

hearing at the National

Commission for SCs/STs on

the allegation that Murasoli

building was built on

panchami land. 

IN BRIEF

Reimbursement for
higher education in A.P.
VIJAYAWADA

All the students pursuing

higher education in A.P. will

get complete reimbursement

of their fee, Chief Minister

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has

said. “This apart, they will

also be given an allowance of

₹��20,000 towards meeting

their boarding and lodging

expenses,” Mr. Reddy said. 


