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Wind helps improve air
quality in the Capital
NEW DELHI
The national capital remained
under a thick blanket of smog
on Saturday, even as the air
quality improved slightly due
to anincrease in wind speed.
[d PA

Clearing UPSC R TS 0 LG

yrcgtigenll Prelinis-cum-Maing
Books l;ut Notes Covers 40 Yrs
Prev Yr Qs Papers &
Complete all NCERTs +
Books. Major Text Books.
ST 4= I Theyre Completel 100%

IS 9217070707

ammoweoscaron .~ crackiasquery@gmail.com

MAGAZINE » 12 PAGES
CLASSIFIEDS » PAGES6&19

New Indian
map shows
UTs of J&K
and Ladakh

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Survey of India has re-
drawn the map of India to
depict the newly formed
Union Territories (UT) of
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
and Ladakh. Areas such as
Gilgit, Gilgit Wazarat, Chil-
has and the Tribal Territory
0f 1947 that have been occu-
pied by Pakistan are includ-
ed in the Ladakh UT.

Other areas in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK)
such as Mirpur and Muzaf-
farabad have been included
in the J&K UT. The Presi-
dent of India issued a notifi-
cation on Saturday to de-
fine the districts in the two
UTs that came into being on
October 31 as per the J&K
Reorganisation Act, 2019.
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No light down the rabbit hole of online political advertising

Despite a code of ethics, sources of three top-spending Facebook pages, with ads backing the BJP and the Shiv Sena, remain unclear

P.J. GEORGE
CHENNAI

While Twitter CEO Jack Dor-
sey has said his company
would no longer accept pol-
itical advertisements, the
online ecosystem of such ad-
vertising is dominated by Fa-
cebook and Google. Face-
book gets much more
advertiser interest because
of the level of targeting avail-
able, and the possibility of
engagement through com-
ments, likes, and shares.
However, as more and
more advertisers, including
politicians and political par-
ties, embrace this advertise-
ment platform, keeping tabs
on election spending be-

comes an issue. In India,
since February, when the da-
ta became available, adver-
tisers on social issues, elec-
tions or politics have spent
%39.1 crore on Facebook;
political advertisements on
Google amounted to 329.3
crore.

SPECIAL

Despite the Election Com-
mission and web platforms,
including Facebook, Google
and Twitter, agreeing to a
“voluntary code of ethics”,
analysis of data on online ad-
vertising for the recent Mah-
arashtra Assembly election
suggests that identifying the

sources of such campaigns is
not easy.

The accompanying table
shows some of the top spen-
ders who targeted Facebook
users in Maharashtra from
August 1 to October 29.
Three of the entities — Shiv
Sena, BJP-Maharashtra, and
Indian National Congress-
Maharashtra — have verified
pages, and the communica-
tion agencies working for
them or the party behind
the pages are listed as the ad-
vertisers.

However, the identities of
the other three entities are
not clear, with inactive
phone numbers. For the top
spender, the page ‘Distoy Fa-

Guiding light: Women performing rituals in Sabarmati river to mark the Chhath puja in Ahmedabad on Saturday. Chhath,
an ancient festival, is meant to thank the Sun God for sustaining life. =visav sone

rak Shivshahi Parat’, loosely
meaning ‘Can see the diffe-
rence, Shivaji-style rule is
back’, the phone number gi-
ven is inactive. The address
is also incomplete, mention-
ing just a street in Nagpur,
and the website does not
exist.

While ‘My First Vote For
Modi’ has a functioning web-
site, the phone number list-
ed is inactive. Interestingly,
the address given is that of
the BJP’s headquarters in
Delhi. There were no res-
ponses to emails sent to list-
ed ids of the advertisers of
these two pages.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Two CPI(M) workers held in Kerala over pro-Maoist notices

Police say the two are suspected of
maintaining contact with Maoists

STAFF REPORTER
KOZHIKODE

The police here on Saturday
arrested two Communist
Party of India (Marxist) acti-
vists, accusing them of hav-
ing circulated notices criti-
cising the alleged encounter
killing of four Maoists in the
Manjakkatti forests in Kera-
la’s Palakkad district.

Alan Suhaib and Thaha
Fazal were taken into custo-
dy from Pantheerankavu on
Friday night. They were
charged under Sections 20

Man lynched
for killing
wife in UP.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A man, who hacked his
wife to death, was lynched
by villagers in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Fatehpur district,
the police said on Saturday.

On October 30, Nasir
Qureshi, who had gone to
the house of his in-laws in
Semor, had an argument
with his wife and hacked
her to death. His wife’s sis-
ter and mother, who went
to her rescue, were in-
jured. As Qureshi, who
lived in Chhattisgarh, came
out, a mob attacked him,
and he died of injuries,
said Jafarganj Circle Officer
Sripal Yadav.

THREE ARRESTED » PAGE 10
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(punishment for being mem-
ber of a terrorist gang or or-
ganisation), 38 (offence relat-
ing to membership of a
terrorist organisation) and
39 (offence relating to sup-
port given to a terrorist or-
ganisation) of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

‘Solid evidence’

The police said the activists,
who are studying law and
journalism respectively,
were suspected of maintain-
ing contact with Maoist func-

Alan Suhaib and Thaha Fazal being taken to a court
in Kozhikode on Saturday. =«.RAGESH

tionaries. The arrests were
made under the UAPA on the
basis of “sound evidence”,
they asserted.

The police also claimed to

have recovered “suspicious
pamphlets”, which they al-
lege were aimed at propagat-
ing Maoist ideology. Search-
es were carried out in the

houses of the two activists to
get “more documentary evi-
dence”. The police said they
had intensified the search for
another youth who report-
edly fled from the spot on
seeing the patrol squad.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan sought a report from
the State police chief Lok-
nath Behera after the arrests
triggered widespread criti-
cism. The parents and rela-
tives of the arrested men met
the Chief Minister at the go-
vernment guesthouse here
and sought his intervention.
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Paying for clicks

The battle for Maharashtra was fought not
only at the booths but also online

Table shows top spenders who targeted ads . "\

at Facebook users from Aug. 1 to Oct. 29
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eyeballs: Two

of the posts

promoted by

Distoy Farak
Shivshahi

| Parat.

Distoy Farak Shivshahi Parat ¥20,42,841 | DFSP 2019

Shiv Sena ¥15,50,211 Indian Political Action Committee
My First Vote For Modi ¥15,59,249 | myfirstvoteformodi.com

Aghadi Bighadi ¥12,54,743 | aghadibighadi.com

BJP, Maharashtra ¥8,73,688 BJP, Maharashtra

Indian National Congress, Maharashtra | ¥8,00,000 | Golden Rabbit Communications Pvt Ltd

Table provides information about the level of interaction generated by the advertisements

Page
Distoy Farak Shivshahi Parat 468948 | 1518 | 476 million | 4.25%
Aghadi Bighadi 1323338 | 928 |325million | 5.82%

Maharashtra waits for
Shah to resolve crisis

Amid uncertainty, Shiv Sena adopts a tough stand

SHARAD VYAS
MUMBAI

Maharashtra BJP leaders on
Saturday said they were
awaiting the arrival of party
president Amit Shah, who is
likely to begin talks with Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav Thacke-
ray over government forma-
tion next week.

The party, however, has
started preparations for a
swearing-in ceremony possi-
bly at Mumbai’s Wankhede
Stadium between November
5 and November 7, by which
time it would have two days
left to install a government,
sources said. A new govern-
ment must be installed be-
fore November 9.

Sena impatient

However, the Sena has
warned that it could drop
the ‘wait and watch’ ap-
proach if there is no end to
the ongoing crisis.

Reacting to the BJP’s state-
ment on the looming consti-
tutional crisis, Sena leader
Sanjay Raut asked if the al-
liance partner was threaten-
ing the democratically elect-
ed legislators of its party.

“If there is a delay in the
formation of government in
a State and a Minister from
the ruling party says Presi-
dent’s Rule will be imple-
mented in Maharashtra if a
government isn’t formed, is
this a threat to the MLAs
who have been elected?” Mr.
Raut said on Saturday.

Former Finance Minister
and senior BJP leader Sudhir
Mungantiwar had on Friday
said Maharashtra was head-
ed for Presidential Rule if a

Delhi police, lawyers clash at Tis Hazari Courts

Violence broke out after an argument over a vehicle parked by an advocate outside a lock-up

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A major clash broke out bet-
ween Delhi police officers
and lawyers inside the Tis
Hazari court premises on Sa-
turday allegedly over a park-
ing issue. Police officers and
lawyers sustained injuries in
the incident and several veh-
icles were damaged.

Former president of the
Delhi Bar Association advo-
cate Sandeep Nasiar, who
claimed to be present at the
spot, said that around 2.45
p.m., an advocate parked his
car outside the lock-up on
the court premises, a space
where mostly police vehicles
which bring prisoners to the
court for appearances are
parked.

“An argument between
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A police vehicle was set on fire during the clash at the Tis

F—

Hazari Courts on Saturday. =saNDEEP SAXENA

the advocate and the police
officers over parking the
vehicle turned violent. Pol-
ice officers took him inside
the lock-up and started

thrashing him. Meanwhile,
word spread about the inci-
dent,” he said, adding that
the “rumour” was that at
least four advocates, who

had come to their col-
league’s aid, were also taken
inside the lock-up and were
ill-treated.

Firing incident

The Delhi police, in a state-
ment, however, said that the
officers of the third battalion
posted outside the lock-up
had requested the advocate
to park the vehicle in the de-
signated parking as it would
have hindered the move-
ment of police vehicles.

“In protest, a large num-
ber of lawyers assembled
near the lock-up. CCTV
shows that the lawyers forci-
bly entered the lock-up and
manhandled the officers on
duty,” the statement read.

Mr. Nasiar claimed that
the police fired from inside

the lock-up hitting advocate
Vijay Verma, who is under-
going treatment at ATIIMS.
The Delhi police, howev-
er, said “for safety of prison-
ers and in self-defence, pol-
ice had to resort to firing in
the air”. It said the circum-
stances of the gunshot injury
to the lawyer are being

investigated.
Meanwhile, 21 vehicles in-
cluding jail vans were

torched and damaged and
20 police officers, including
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (North) Ha-
rendra Singh, sustained inju-
ries during the clash.

The police added that
eight advocates had also sus-
tained injuries.
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Courtesy call: Mahayu:ci_allies, including Ramdas Athawale,
with Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyariin Mumbai. =pi

government was not in-
stalled by November 7.

Commenting on the situa-
tion, Mr. Raut said that due
to the kind of situation pre-
vailing in Maharashtra, all
political parties are talking
to each other. “Except for
the Sena and the BJP, all par-
ties are talking to each oth-
er,” he said.

Cong., NCP clarify
Meanwhile, both the Con-
gress and the NCP clarified
they were not in touch with
other parties. “We are not in
contact with anyone. We
have got the mandate to sit
in the Opposition, we are
ready for it,” NCP leader and
former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Ajit Pawar said. His com-
ments came a day after ru-
mours were rife of NCP chief
Sharad Pawar having a tele-
phonic conversation with
Mr. Uddhav Thackeray.
Congress leader Mallikar-
jun Kharge also clarified that
the party would sit in the
Opposition. “I would like to

make it clear that we have
not held discussions with
anybody to form the govern-
ment,” he said.

Mr. Ajit Pawar confirmed
that Mr. Sharad Pawar would
meet Congress president So-
nia Gandhi in New Delhi on
Monday. “Sharad Pawar will
visit Delhi on Monday. I have
information that he and So-
nia Gandhi had spoken on
the phone recently... He will
speak to her [in Delhi]... A
lot depends on what they
discuss,” Mr. Ajit Pawar told
reporters.

NCP chief spokesperson
Nawab Malik said alterna-
tives could become available
if the Sena took any decision
in this regard in the interest
of the people.

“The NCP will definitely
take a positive view if the Se-
na is ready to form the peo-
ple’s government, minus the
BJP. An alternative will be
available if a decision is ta-
ken in the interest of people
to form a government,” he
said.

Naga groups pushing for
separate flag: Deputy CM

Peace deal to take more time: Patton

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

Nagaland Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Y. Patton has said
that the signing of the Naga
peace accord will take a
few more days and that the
Naga groups, including the
NSCN(IM), will keep nego-
tiating for a separate consti-
tution and flag.

Mr. Patton, who also
holds the Home portfolio,
said Chief Minister Neiphiu
Rio and he were seeking an
appointment with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to get clarity on
their future role.

“The signing of the final
Naga agreement will not

take much time as major
groups are on board. We
want to know what will be
the role of the present go-
vernment after the accord
is sealed. This is the issue
we want to discuss with the
Prime Minister and the
Home Minister,” Mr. Pat-
ton, who reached Delhi on
Friday, told The Hindu.
Mr. Rio is also in Delhi.

‘More talks required’

Mr. Patton said they would
have to speak to the neigh-
bouring States of Assam,
Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh amid the possible
creation of autonomous
councils in Naga-populated
areas.
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