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RCEP TO BE SIGNED IN 2020; AUSTRALIANPM SAYS DOOROPEN TOINDIA

India drops out of regional trade pact,

says not balanced, other 15 go ahead

Neither talisman of Gandhiji nor my conscience permit me: PM B€hilld (zovt’s reluctance:
Opposition from dairy to
India Inc, Cong to Parivar

EXPRESS INBANGKOK

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NOVEMBER 4

CLOSING THE door for now on
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP),
India Monday said it will not join

With New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern, China’s Li Kegiang and
Thailand’s Prayut Chan-ocha at the RCEP summit. AP

the 16-nation trade agreement
since it “does not reflect its
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Finance Minister Sitharaman is
cuest at Express Adda today

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

STEERING THE economy out of
adeepening slowdown and put-
ting it back on a high growth tra-
jectory has been the single most
important task for Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
since she took charge of the key
portfolio in May.

On Tuesday, Sitharaman will
be the guest at the Express Adda
in Mumbai. The Express Adda s
a series of informal interactions
organised by The Indian Express
Group and features those at the
centre of change.

Amid a series of growth
measures announced by the

Took charge
of Finance in
May

government over the last three
months, Sitharaman unveiled the
biggest corporate tax reform in
India’s recent history by cutting
the tax rate for domestic compa-
nies to 22 per cent, excluding sur-
charge and cess,and new domes-
tic manufacturing companies to
15 per cent. The move has made
India one of the most competitive
countriesin the region froma tax-
ation standpoint.

Bornin Maduraiin a middle-
class family, Sitharaman com-
pleted her Masters in Economics
from JNU. Her mother-in-law
was a Congress MLA and her fa-
ther-in-law a minister in the
Congress government in Andhra
Pradesh in the 1970s.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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RAVISHTIWARI
NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 4

TRADE-RELATED con-
cerns apart, the gov-
ernment’s decision to
suddenly back out of
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation (RCEP) at

the last minute comes in the
backdrop of an
Opposition onslaught,
subdued results in the
Maharashtra  and
Haryana elections, and

the government’s own

inability to hardsell the

trade deal to key stake-

holders including the RSS, small
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Check if EC Lavasa used influence
during Power stint: Govt to PSUs

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

THE GOVERNMENT has written
to 11 PSUs to verify their records
for any exercise of “undue influ-
ence” by Election Commissioner
Ashok Lavasa during his tenure
in the Power Ministry from 2009
to 2013.

The confidential communi-
cation dated August 29 was
issued “with the approval” of the
Power Secretary to the chief vig-
ilance officers (CVOs) of the
PSUs. It states, “it has been al-
leged that Shri Ashok Lavasa, IAS
during his tenure in the Ministry
of Power from September 2009
to December 2013 as

Lavasa was
in Power
Ministry for
4 yrs until
Dec 2013

JS/Additional Secretary/Special
Secretary used his official posi-
tion to exercise undue influence
to benefit few companies/asso-
Ciate companies”.

With the letter, the Power
Ministry has annexed a list of 14
companies — all engaged in
power and renewable energy
sectors — where the Election
Commissioner’s wife Novel
Lavasa served as Director.

Also attached is a list of 135

projects awarded by various
PSUs and state governments to
companies of the A2Z Group,
with details of payments to the
tune of Rs 45.8 lakh received by
Novel Lavasa. There is another
list of 13 large projects given by
various state governments to
A2Z Waste Management
Limited between 2009-2011
when Ashok Lavasa was posted
in the Power Ministry.

The CVOs have been asked to
“verify your records for any evi-
denceregarding involvementin
any decision making concerning
or exercise of influence, in any
form exercised by Shri Ashok
Lavasa in securing any benefits
to these companies/ associated

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

One dead, over 40
injured as terror
strikes Srinagar

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 4

ONE PERSON was killed and over
40 others, including nine
women, injured in a grenade
attack in the Lalchowk area, in
the heart of Srinagar city,
Monday afternoon.

Police identified the man
who was killed as Rinku Singh, a
resident of Uttar Pradesh. “He
was selling balloons and toys in
the area,” J&K Police DIG (Central
Kashmir Range) V K Birdi told
The Indian Express.

Two of the injured are “criti-
cal”, according to officials at
Srinagar’s Shri Maharaja Hari
Singh (SMHS) hospital.

This is the second grenade
attack in the Valley over the last

Aninjured at a hospital in
Srinagar. Shuaib Masoodi

eight days. On October 28, 19
persons were injured after sus-
pected militants lobbed a
grenade in North Kashmir’s
Sopore.

Describing Monday’s inci-
dent, officials and eyewitnesses
said the grenade was lobbed in

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Punjab water law change,
delayed burning, wind
pattern behind NCR smog

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
& AMITABH SINHA
JALANDHAR, PUNE,
NOVEMBER 4

THE PROBLEM of air pollution
from paddy stubble burning is
ultimately about a simple trade-
off: between more smoke and
less water.

Farmers in Punjab and
Haryana have been setting fire to
their fields after harvesting of
paddy since the 1980s. That was
since the time combine ma-
chines, instead of manual labour-
ers, started being used for har-
vesting and threshing their grain.

What has changed — and is

INSIDE

SC SUMMONS CHIEF
SECYSOF 3STATES,
PAGE 8

DELHIBEGINSTO
EVEN ODDS AGAINST
POLLUTION, rPAGE 4

causing the current environmen-
tal crisis that was described by the
Supreme Court Monday as
“worse than the Emergency” —is
the timing of the burning. And
that has significantly todowitha
law passed in 2009: Punjab

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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HC slams govt over NEET, says
only those with money can
afford coaching, become doctors

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 4

WITH FEW students clearing the
National Eligibility Entrance Test
(NEET) and getting admission in
medical colleges in Tamil Nadu,
the Madras High Court on
Monday lashed out at the exami-
nation system and said it has be-
come impossible to become a
doctor without going to private
NEET coaching centres.

The bench of Justices N
Kirubakaran and P Velmurugan
also asked the government’s
counsel why NEET alone was not
reversed when the Union govern-
ment is reversing almost all
schemes brought in by the previ-
ous government at the Centre.

Observing that only those
with money can clear NEET, the
bench asked, “How can the poor
afford to get such coaching?”

The court said medical college
doors are never open for the poor.
“It was claimed that the exam
(NEET)was brought in to prevent
passing of money to get medical
seats. But now money was passed
in other ways through such
coaching centres,” the court ob-
served. The bench made these
observations while looking at fig-

ures submitted by the Union gov-
ernment. It was hearing a case of
alleged impersonation to clear
NEET.

According to figures submit-
ted to the court, in Tamil Nadu,
only 48 of 3,033 students admit-
ted in government medical col-
leges and 52 of 1,598 admitted in
private medical colleges did not
undergo coaching for the NEET in
Tamil Nadu.

According to governmentdata
submitted before the court, 1,040
students admitted in government
colleges cleared NEET in their first
attempt, while 2,041 secured ad-
missions by appearing on multi-
ple occasions. In private self-fi-
nancing colleges, 588 students got
admission in their first attempt
and 1,062 cleared the exam in
multiple attempts.

The court observed, “The first-
timers have to prepare for the Plus
Two (Class XII) examination as
well as NEET simultaneously,
whereas students who had al-
ready completed Plus Two could
devote time...to preparing exclu-
sively for the NEET examination.
The unequals have been treated
equally in the NEET, and the re-
sults would speak for themselves.
Thisfact should also be taken note
of by the Central government.”

Govindacharya moves top
court against WhatsApp

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

FORMER RSS ideologue K N
Govindacharya has moved the
Supreme Court seeking an NIA
probe against against Facebook,
WhatsApp and NSO Group under
the provisions of the Information
Technology Act,2000 and Indian
Penal Code, 1860 for allegedly vi-
olating fundamental privacy of
Indian citizens by compromising
their phone networks.

He has also sought perjury
proceedings against WhatsApp
claiming thatithad “deliberately
misled” the court. He claimed
that during the hearing of a peti-
tion filed by Facebook, seeking
transfer of four petitions which
had been pendingin various High
Courts on linking of social medial
accounts with the Aadhaar num-
ber of users, WhatApp had said

that user data is fully encrypted
and no one including WhatsApp
has the key.

But on October 30, he said,
WhatsApp Inc., which is a sub-
sidiary of Facebook Inc.,, revealed
to the public thatits systems were
compromised by Israeli company
NSO Group. WhatsApp also dis-
closed that it has filed a case be-
fore the District Court in
California against the NSO Group,
he said.

Thus the “statement (of
WhatsApp)is contradictory toits
own filing before the US Supreme
Court which states thatit came to
know about the hacking in May
2019. Thus, it is clear that
WhatsApp committed perjury by
falsely claiming a protected sys-
tem and failing to disclose about
the NSO Hack to the Hon’ble
Supreme Court”, the plea said
seeking proceedings against the
social media company.
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THIRUVALLUVAR: WHY AN ANCIENT TAMIL SAINT IS AT THE CENTRE OF A SLUGFEST?

The attempt to portray Thiruvalluvar as a 'Hindu' saint must be seen in the context of the Keeladi excavation
that pushed ancient Tamil history back to 600 BC.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

‘WHERE IS THE RIGHT
TOFOOD?

34 days ago, MHA
stopped supplies for six
Brurelief camps

FROM PAGE ONE

Check if EC
Lavasa used
influence during

Power stint:
Govt to PSUs

companies for eg in the form of
award of contracts/arbitration
awards; placing of supply/com-
mercial orders; entering into
MoUs/commercial agreement
and other financial accruals etc”.

The PSUs which have re-
ceived the communication in-
clude NTPC (National Thermal
Power Corporation), NHPC (erst-
while National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation), REC (for-
merly Rural Electrification
Corporation) and PFC (Power
Finance Corporation).

Asked about the letter, Ashok
Lavasa told The Indian Express,
“I have no comments to make
and am not aware of anything of
this kind.”

During the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, The Indian Express had re-
ported that Lavasa had dissented
with the majority view within
the Election Commission giving
clean chit to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP chief
Amit Shah on five different com-
plaints of violation of model
code of conduct (MCC). Lavasa,
who is second in seniority to
Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora, had later recused
himself from EC meetings on the
MCC.

As reported by The Indian
Express in September, three
members of the Lavasa family,
including Novel, are under the
scanner of the Income Tax
Department for alleged non-
declaration of income and dis-
proportionate assets. Lavasa’s
son Abir Lavasa’s company
(Nourish Organic) and his sister
Shakuntala Lavasa, a paediatri-
cian, have received income tax
notices. Hearings in the cases are
in progress.

Punjab water law
change, delayed
burning, wind
pattern behind
NCR smog

Preservation of Subsoil Water
Act.

Before the Act came into be-
ing, farmers in Punjab were sow-
ing paddy nurseries from mid-
to-late April and transplanting
the seedlings from mid-May to
late-May. As a result, the paddy,
including 155-day varieties such
as Pusa-44, got harvested by
early October — and the burning
of the 50-60 cm tall standing
stubble, which remained after
harvesting, got over around mid-
October.

The 2009 Act, however,
barred any nursery sowing and
transplanting of paddy before
May 15 and June 15, respectively.
The reason was that transplant-
ing, during peak summer, led to
massive groundwater depletion.

For the first three weeks af-
ter transplanting, the plants
have to be irrigated almost daily
to ensure water-logged condi-
tions to prevent weed growth.
By not permitting transplanting
before June 15, the Punjab gov-
ernment was ensuring that a
significant part of the crop’s wa-
ter requirement is met from
monsoon rains. Also, there
would be less water loss due to
evaporation after mid-June.

While the 2009 Act may
have helped arrest the rapid de-
cline in the groundwater table
and aquifers, it has contributed
to the unprecedented deteriora-
tion in air quality indices (AQI)
in the National Capital Region
now.

“Late transplanting has
meant that farmers are now set-
ting fire to their fields mostly
from the third week of October
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How Pegasus managed
to snoop into phones

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today's episode of the 3 Things podcast,
we look at how spyware Pegasus managed
to snoop into people's phones and examine
WhatsApps and the government claims
about the breach

India drops out of regional trade pact
saying not balanced, others go ahead

original intent” and the out-
come is “neither fair nor bal-
anced”.

The other 15 nations in the
regional grouping — 10 of
ASEAN plus China, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and
New Zealand — decided to go
ahead and sign the pact next
year.

The joint statement issued
by the 16 countries at the end
of the RCEP summit stated:
“We noted 15 RCEP
Participating Countries have
concluded text-based negoti-
ations for all 20 chapters and
essentially all their market ac-
cess issues; and tasked legal
scrubbing by them to com-
mence for signing in 2020.”

“India has significant out-
standing issues, which remain
unresolved.  All  RCEP
Participating Countries will
work together to resolve these
outstanding issues in a mutu-
ally satisfactory way. India’s fi-
nal decision will depend on sat-
isfactory resolution of these
issues,” the joint statement said.

Underlining his govern-
ment’'s decision, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in his
statement, said “neither the
Talisman of Gandhiji nor my
Own conscience permit me to
join RCEP”.

Delhi’s decision comes in
the wake of opposition to the
pact from the Congress as well
as outfits of the Sangh Parivar,
apart from some in the domes-
ticindustry.

The umbrella trade agree-
ment promises to be the
biggest free-trade zone in the
world. These countries are
home to 3.6 billion people, or
nearly half the world’s popula-
tion, and account for around
one-third of global gross do-
mestic product.

ASEAN leaders originally
proposed the idea of RCEP in
2012 which was endorsed by
then  Prime  Minister
Manmohan Singh’s govern-
ment, and talks beganin 2013.

In his statement, Modi said,
“Today, when we look around
we see during seven years of
RCEP negotiations, many
things, including the global
economic and trade scenarios
have changed. We cannot
overlook these changes.”

“Our farmers, traders, pro-
fessionals and industries have
stakes in such decisions. Equally
important are the workers and
consumers, who make India a
huge market and the third
biggest economy in terms of
purchasing power parity. When
Imeasure the RCEP Agreement
with respect to the interests of
allIndians,Ido not get a positive
answer. Therefore, neither the
Talisman of Gandhiji nor my
OWn conscience permit me to
join RCEP.”

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said the door
will remain “wide open” for
India to join RCEP. “The door
will always be open to India,”
Morrison was quoted as saying

by the Australian Associated
Press (AAP). He also said that
the deal would be bigger and
better with Indiainit. “It has al-
ways been our view, and the
view of many who sit around
the table, that this is a bigger
and better deal with India init,”
Morrison said. “I think patience
is the virtue in this,” he said.
According to government
sources, the key issues include
“inadequate protection against

99 (43

import surge”, “insufficient dif-
ferential with China”, “possible
circumvention of rules of ori-
gin”, “keeping the base year as
2014” and “no credible assur-
ances on market access and
non-tariff barriers”.

Sources said that some is-
sues on which India made its
stance clear included the
threat of circumvention of
Rules of Origin due to Tariff
Differential. “India pushed fora
fair agreement which ad-
dressed the issues of trade
deficits and opening of serv-
ices. India also asked for safe-
guard mechanisms to prevent
against import surges and safe-
guard the interests of domes-
tic industry. India also raised
the unviability of MFN obliga-
tions where India would be
forced to give similar benefits
to RCEP countries that it gave
to others. There was also no
credible assurance for India on
market access and non-tariff
barriers. India also had very
valid concerns on keeping
2014 as the base year for tariff

reductions,” sources said.

There was a need, sources
said, to address India’s con-
cerns over trade deficits and
the need for other countries to
open their markets to Indian
services and investments.

Modi said that India stands
for greater regional integration
as well as for freer trade and
adherence to arules-based in-
ternational order.

“India has been pro-ac-
tively, constructively and
meaningfully engaged in the
RCEP negotiations since incep-
tion. India has worked for the
cherished objective of striking
balance, in the spirit of give and
take. Thousands of years be-
fore RCEP was conceived,
Indian traders, entrepreneurs
and common people built
abiding contacts with this re-
gion. For centuries, these con-
tacts and ties made valuable
contribution to our shared
prosperity,” he said.

MEA’s Secretary (East)
Vijay Thakur Singh said India
has conveyed its decision to
the RCEP countries, and “it is
the right decision for India”.

“This reflects both our as-
sessment of the current global
situation, as well as of fairness
and balance of the agreement.
India had significant issues of
core interest that remained un-
resolved... We would continue
to persevere in strengthening
our trade, investment and peo-
ple-to-people relations with
this region,” she said.

Opposition from dairy to India Inc, Cong to Parivar

and marginal dairy farmers,
and Corporate India.

The Opposition led by
Congress called RCEPill-timed
given the slowdown in the
economy. Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi said it would cause un-
told hardship to farmers, SMEs
and shopkeepers. “We can ill-
afford to become a dumping
ground for products, including
agricultural produce from
other countries,” she told her
party leaders Saturday.

Not only the Opposition,
the RSS too had cautioned
against yielding too much in
the trade deal especially with
the domestic industry itself ac-
tually becoming a handicap for
Indian negotiators. The other
key drawback has been to use
the RCEP as an opportunity to
seek market access with China,
with which India has a huge
trade deficit and which has al-
ways fobbed off India’s re-
quests in the past.

The decision to not join
RCEP came in dramatic fashion
given how the government po-
sitioned its stance on the issue
inthelast couple of days. APMO
statementat 10.34am Monday
said Modi “sought to dispel the
notion that India is reluctant to
join the RCEP trade deal” and

to the first week of November.
This is the time just before the
onset of winter, when wind
movement is very slow and
moisture levels in the lower at-
mosphere are also high. It cre-
ates a layer, due to which all the
particulate matter and gases
from the burnt stubble, as well
as vehicles and industries, get
accumulated, instead of moving
away. The AQI, therefore, turns
bad,” says Dr Anil Sood, senior
scientist at the Ludhiana-based
Punjab Remote Sensing Centre
(PRSC).

Haryana and Delhi are to the
south and southeast of Punjab.
And according to experts, at this

quoted him telling Bangkok
Post, inaninterview, that “India
remains committed to a com-
prehensive and balanced out-
come from the ongoing RCEP
negotiations but India would
like a win-win outcome.”

Barely 48 hours earlier,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal had targeted Sonia
Gandhi for steering the
Opposition agitation against
joining RCEP — the Congress
has been trying to corner the
government by suggesting that
the signing of RCEP would
amount to helping China
which is desperately looking to
hedge its bets amid the Sino-
US trade wars.

“Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji has
suddenly woken up to RCEP
and FTAs. So where was she
when her Govt. opened 74% of
its market to ASEAN countries
but richer countries like
Indonesia opened only 50% for
India? Why did she not speak
against giving larger conces-
sions to richer countries” Goyal
posted on Twitter on Saturday
asking, “Where was Sonia ji
when her Govt agreed to ex-
plore an India-China FTA in
2007? 1 hope ex PM Dr
Manmohan Singh will speak
up against this insult to him.”

time of the year, winds in Punjab
generally blow from the north-
west to the southeast.

“These northwesterly winds
have been calm with a speed of
less than 2 kmph for the past
several days. In several places,
thereis ‘air locking’, too,” said Dr
Surinder Paul, Director, Indian
Meteorological Department,
Chandigarh office.

According to Paul, it is a co-
incidence that in North India,
mainly Punjab and Haryana,
paddy stubble is burnt at the on-
set of the winter season, when
thereis arise in air moisture and
wind speeds are slow. Smoke
from stubble burning, and in-

A powering down of the
economy — with GDP growing
at just 5% in April-June 2019,
and no immediate signs of a
turnaround — has embold-
ened the Opposition to launch
an offensive against the gov-
ernment’s economic policies.
Leaders from Opposition met
in Delhi Monday to discuss the
launch of their agitation begin-
ning November 5.

In the evening, the govern-
ment said it had decided not to
join the RCEP trade deal for
now.

Politically, the Opposition
can claim to have stolen a
march over the ruling BJP on
this issue. The situation ap-
peared similar to the one dur-
ing the Modi government’s
first term when it backed off
from pursuing land acquisition
reforms amid objections from
the Opposition parties. Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘suit book ki sarkar’
jibe in April 2015 too had left
the government spooked.

Apart from the
Opposition’s political line to
corner the government on
RCEP, Monday’s decision to
withdraw also comes in the
backdrop of BJP slipping in the
Assembly elections in
Maharashtra and Haryana, its

dustrial/vehicular pollution fur-
ther adds to the process of ‘air
locking’, which can be broken ei-
ther through rain or fast winds.

That was evident Monday
when relatively high speed
winds over Delhi resulted in
considerable decline in AQI lev-
els.

AQI levels in many places of
Punjab are also ‘poor’, but not as
severe as in Delhi, said experts.
If stubble burning was only to
blame, they said, then Punjab
should been have more polluted
than Delhi due to the high num-
ber of such fires.

This year, a total of 31,267
field fires have beenrecorded in

scores below its 2014 perform-
ance. Internally too, reserva-
tions within the larger Sangh
Parivar played on the govern-
ment’s mind.

In his annual
Vijayadashami address on
October 8, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat had cautioned the
Centre against yielding too
much in the negotiations.
Invoking BMS founder
Dattopant Thengadi, Bhagwat
had advocated Swadeshi and
suggested that the country
“create and expand trade rela-
tions with the world on the ba-
sis of our strength and terms”.
The RSS chief’s remarks on the
economic slowdown and trade
agreements encouraged the
Swadeshi Jagran Manch to
raise its pitch against the gov-
ernment’s proposals on FDI,
disinvestment and trade deals
in the coming days.

“WhenImeasure the RCEP
agreement with respect to the
interests of all Indians, I do not
get a positive answer.
Therefore, neither the
Talisman of Gandhiji nor my
own conscience permit me to
join RCEP,” Modi said in his
statement at the RCEP, justify-
ing the move by pointing to the
last person standing.

Punjab since September 23. That
includes the 5,953 on Monday —
the highest ever any for a single
day as per satellite-generated
data maintained by PSRC since
2016. According to the data,
there were 80,979 paddy stub-
ble burning incidents in 2016,
which fell to 43,660in 2017 and
rose to 49,987 in 2018.

The cases of crop residue
burning is more in Punjab,
where out of the estimated
29.66 lakh hectares (Ih) paddy
area this year, 24.16 1h has been
under non-basmati varieties. In
Haryana, the total paddy acreage
is only 13.50 Ih, with basmati’s
share at 8.43 Ih. Farmers gener-

ally resort to manual harvesting
of basmati paddy, which does
not lead to stubble burning,

According to Punjab agricul-
ture department officials, more
than 90 per cent of paddy har-
vesting in the state is already
over. With only the basmati area
largely left to be harvested, the
total number of fires this time
may still end up below last
year’s, they said.

Union Finance
Minister is guest

at Express
Adda today

Sitharaman joined the BJPin
2008 and became the party’s na-
tional spokesperson in 2010.

During the first five-year
term of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, she served as Union
Minister with independent
charge for Corporate Affairs and
Minister of State for Finance be-
fore she was elevated to the post
of Defence Minister. In the pres-
ent government, Sitharaman
heads the Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs ministries.

At the Adda, Sitharaman will
be in conversation with The
Indian Express’s Executive
Editor-National Affairs P
Vaidyanathan Iyer and National
Opinion Editor Vandita Mishra.

Past guests at the event in-
clude Nick Clegg, former UK
Deputy Prime Minister and
Vice-President of Global Affairs
and Communications at
Facebook, the Dalai Lama, the
late Arun Jaitley, economist and
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, on-
cologist and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author Siddhartha
Mukherjee, Congress leader and
Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister
Sachin  Pilot, cricketer
Cheteshwar Pujara, world bad-
minton champion P V Sindhu,
and national badminton coach
and former All England cham-
pion Pullela Gopichand.

One dead, over
40 injured as
terror strikes
Srinagar

Gonikhan market on Hari Singh
Streetin Lalchowk. “There was a
loud bang and people started
running away from the area.
Those injured were immediately
taken to hospital,” said a shop-
keeper near the spot.

Earlier, on October 12, seven
persons were injured in a
grenade attack on the same
stretch. The Valley is observing
a shutdown against the scrap-
ping of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status, but the area
where Monday'’s attack took
place was dotted with roadside
stalls.

IGP CRPF Srinagar sector
Ravideep Singh Sahi said the
grenade was lobbed in the
“street vendors’ area” and “there
were alot of people there at that
time”.

At SMHS hospital, there was
chaos all around as the injured
were brought for treatment, and
their relatives gathered. SMHS
Medical Superintendent Dr
Nazir Chowdhary said the hos-
pital received 41 patients with
splinter injuries, including Rinku
Singh who later succumbed to
his injuries. “All the injured are
civilians,” Chowdhary said.

However, J&K Police said
“three SSB personnel and 15
civilians were injured” in the at-
tack. Police said the condition of
“two locals Aijaz and Fayaz
Ahmad are serious”.

“Police had arrested a local
terrorist two days back at Sopore
who, too, was tasked to throw
grenades in busy markets and
petrol pumps. Return of nor-
malcy and opening of shops is
unnerving terrorists and their
handlers... in Pakistan,” police
said.
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AFTERCLASH AT TISHAZARI COURT

Lawless at Saket court: Advocates beat cop, litigants

ANAND MOHANJ
& JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

A DAY after the Delhi High Court
ordered a judicial enquiry into
Saturday’s violence at Tis Hazari
court, where police and lawyers
had clashed, a group of lawyers
Monday took the law into their
own hands, assaulting a police-
man, and two litigants outside
Saket district court.

Monday was the first day of a
strike called by the Delhi High
CourtBar Association and the bar
associations of all district courts
in the capital following violence
atTis Hazari, where a parking dis-
pute between an advocate and a
sentry of the 3rd Battalion snow-
balled into a violent clash.

An advocate suffered a gun-
shotinjury, eight advocates were
injured in lathicharge and at least
20 policemen were beaten up,
apart fromover 20 vehicles being
damaged and set ablaze by
lawyers. Both sides have blamed
the other — police claim lawyers
started the violence and attacked
3rd Battalion personnel, while

lawyers maintain police used ex-
cessive force and said firing inside
court premises was unacceptable.

On Sunday, a division bench
of the High Court ordered a judi-
cial enquiry into the incident, sus-
pension of two ASIs and transfer
of two senior police officers.

The protest at Saket district
court began at9.30 am Monday,
when litigants and even court
staff were not allowed to enter.
Lawyers gathered at the en-
trance of the Lawyers Chamber
building and took outamarch at
the court, shouting slogans
against the Delhi Police.

One video shot on a mobile
phone, which local police are
looking into, shows a policeman
being cornered by a group of
lawyers. One of them attacks the
policeman with his elbow, slaps
him and hurls his helmet towards
him as he flees. Inside the court,
several lawyers also tried todam-
age alocked up police post.

Later, agroup of lawyers gath-
ered outside gate 3 of the prem-
ises and tore down a Delhi Police
signpost and cornered a litigant.
He was assaulted by lawyers, who
tore his clothes and kicked him.

Looking for a phone to call po-
lice and clutching his torn shirt,
the litigant said: “I was speaking
to my lawyer outside the court
and they suddenly assaulted me.
They also broke my phone.”

DCP (South) Atul Thakur said,
“Both videos are from today. The
assaults took place on the road
outside the court premises. The
policeman has beenidentified as
a constable from the South dis-
trict. An inquiry is on. Policemen

Video grabs of Monday’s incidents. Express

will report for court duty and this
incident will not deter us.” Police
said they have received com-
plaints from two civilians.
Inside Saket court, advocates
gathered around staircases, while
some entered courtrooms seek-
ingadjournments citing indefinite
protest. Even though there is an
order directing metropolitan
magistrates to siton remand pro-
ceedings for undertrials at the
city’s three jails, advocates said

they won'tallow the court to func-
tion unless the officers involved in
Saturday’s incident are arrested.

Advocate Yash Thakur said,
“We did not even allow court
staff to enter. Policemen have not
dared to come to Saket court.”
Advocate Gaurav Tokas said, “We
want the government to imple-
ment the Advocate Protection
Act, which has been pending for
along time.”

Onthe other hand, several ad-

vocates came out of Saket court’s
gate 2 and sat with their clients
on the pavement. A woman
lawyer said, “I am in solidarity
with lawyers, but assaulting liti-
gantsis not done. For their safety,
we are coming out and advising
them on the roadside.”

Meanwhile, at Tis Hazari court,
retired Justice SPGargreached the
premises in the morning and in-
spected the lock-up area where
the incident took place. Overa 100
lawyers had gathered in the area
toburnan effigy of the Delhi Police.

Even though court premises
were not barred for staff and lit-
igants, the strike continued.
Advocate Gurmeet Nehra said,
“It was a peaceful protest...” DCP
(North) Monika Bhardwaj said no
violence was reported at Tis
Hazari court Monday.

Meanwhile, the Bar Council
of India urged all lawyers to re-
sume work from November 5
and “not resort to any action that
would tarnish our image...”

The Delhi High Court Monday
postponed elections to bar asso-
ciations at Tis Hazari and
Karkardooma courts, which were
scheduled for November 5 and 7.
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At court for work,
constable stopped and
slapped several times

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

ON MONDAY morning, consta-
ble Karan Yadav, posted with
Mehrauli police station of South
district, had come to execute a
court order and was returning
when he was stopped by a group
of lawyers. In a video that has
spread like wildfire since, a
lawyer can be seen hitting Yadav
with his elbow and repeatedly
slapping him even as the police-
man doesn’t retaliate. As Yadav
starts to drive away, the man
picks up a helmet off the ground
and hurls it at his bike.

The constable has now
lodged a complaint at Saket po-
lice station, and his is one of the
four complaints received by po-
lice against lawyers. While two

have been filed by policemen, in-
cluding one alleging vandalism,
two are from litigants.

Police sources also said
lawyers gheraoed several naib
courts — policemen who work
asalink between the local police
station and the court. “The group
that assaulted Yadav spoke
about the violence at Tis Hazari
and abused him,” an officer said.

One of the litigants who
was allegedly assaulted, Ravi
Parkash, told police in his com-
plaint that he came to attend a
hearing for his court challan
when he was attacked.

“He alleged in his complaint
that he was coming from the
court when he saw a number of
advocates, who suddenly at-
tacked him with a steel rod. He
was taken to a nearby hospital
by a passerby,” an officer said.
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Some prefer
waiting at
Gurgaon,
Delhi border

till 8 pm

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,NOVEMBER 4

ASIT approached 8 pm, a hand-
ful of vehicles with ‘odd’ number
plates began lining up near the
Delhi-Gurgaon border, waiting
for the odd-even rule to be lifted
so they could enter the capital.

Among them was Anand
Mathur, a Dwarka resident who
works at a private firm in
Gurgaon, and had ensured he
reached work early. “I usually get
towork around 10 am. As my ve-
hicle has an ‘odd number’, I en-
sured I crossed the border before
8 am today,” said Mathur, who
left work at 7 pm, his usual time,
and then waited at the border.

The odd-even rule applies
from 8 am to 8 pm in Delhi.

For Anantika Agarwal, who
had gone to her hometown near
Jaipur for a wedding and was re-
turning to Delhi, the wait proved
to be a needed break. “I planned
my return in such a way that I
reached the border around 8 pm.
[ have been driving for several
hours, 'musing this time to check
emails and texts,” she said, her car
parked by the side of the road.

Gurgaon and Noida residents
who couldn’t work around the
rule either carpooled or used
public transport. Anil Kumar,
who works in a garment factory
in Gurgaon and lives in Noida,
said, “I still have to pass through
Delhi... I'll probably travel with
friends or colleagues as the Metro
requires changing stations.”

In Gurgaon, several com-
muters who usually travel by car
took the Metro, parking at Guru
Dronacharya station and head-
ing to work. A parking attendant
at the station said, “We’ve seen a
15-20% increase in the number
of vehicles parked here today.”

At the Gurgaon border,
Monday. Amit Mehra

MEANWHILE

‘Share timings
of scheduled

power cuts’

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment directed power
discoms to share with it
timings of scheduled
power cuts in advance, so
that teams can be de-
ployed to prevent use of
DG sets. The direction was
issued at a meeting
chaired by Chief Secretary
Vijay Dev, where action
taken reports by various
agencies in controlling pol-
lution was reviewed.

Meetingon
dust mitigation

measures

New Delhi: CPCB held a
meeting with urbanlocal
bodies — the New Delhi
Municipal Council; Delhi
Cantonment Board; the
three MCDs — to discuss
dust mitigation meas-
ures. “Dust mitigation
strategies such as use of
sprinklers, mechanical
road sweepers and
tankers were discussed,”
said Rashmi Singh, North
body secretary.

Construction

ban extended

New Delhi: EPCA Monday
extended the ban on con-
struction activities in
Delhi-NCR till November
8.Coal and fuel-based in-
dustries in NCR that have
not shifted to natural gas
or agro-residue will also
remain shut. Non-PNG
industries are to
remain shut in Delhi till
November 8. ENS
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Avehicle with an ‘odd’ numberplate is stopped on NH 24. Police said 233 challans were issued during the day. Abhinav Saha

CARPOOL EMERGES AS PREFERRED CHOICE FOR MANY

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

ENFORCEMENT OF the odd-
even road rationing scheme
Monday did not deter move-
ment of people in the national
capital as several turned to pub-
lic transport, car-pooling and cab
aggregator services.

Only private four-wheeler
vehicles with even-ending reg-
istration numbers were allowed
on the roads Monday from 8 am
to 8 pm. Vehicles with odd-end-
ing registration numbers will be
allowed on dates 5, 7,9 and so
forth until the schemeisin place
till November 15.

While most people appreci-
ated the government’s efforts to
control pollution and congestion
on the roads through odd-even,
some said it might contribute
marginally to improving air
quality, which has been particu-
larly toxic over the last few days.

Amit Sethi and Sanjay Saini,
43-year-olds from South
Extension, said they travelled to-
gether to work in South Delhi’s
R K Puram. Sethi said, “This
might have a minimal impacton
air quality as the government
has given many exemptions...on
days when even-number vehi-
cles are allowed, I will use his
(Saini’s) car and on odd-vehicle
days he can use mine.”

Under the scheme, imple-
mented twice in 2016, exemp-
tions have been given to women
drivers,commercial vehicles, two-
wheelers and e-vehicles. Private
CNG vehicles were also exempted
previously but have beenincluded
this time due to possibility of mis-
use of the exemption stickers
given to vehicle owners.

ON BOARD BUSES

DTCBUSES
Ridership saw a jump
onodd-evenday 1

8.27 1akh ridership
till4 pm

40.8% were

women. Before the free
rides scheme, share of
women commuters

in buses was 33%

6.97 1akh took buses
till4 pm on Oct 31

CLUSTER BUSES

2.66 1akh ridership
till4 pm on Nov 4

3.47 1akhridership
till4 pm on Oct 31

Some questioned the move to
bring CNG vehicles under the
scheme this time. Anshul
Sharma (41), who travels by car
from Greater Noida to South
Delhi’s Bhikaji Cama Place for
work, said: “Instead of including
CNG vehicles in the scheme, the
government could have carried
out random inspections and im-
posed heavy fines on those found
violating rules... | will use public
transportondays I cannotdrive.”

Swapping of cars and car-
pooling were the preferred travel
options of many commuters.
Hem Upreti(34), who has a busi-
ness in cosmetics, said, “I usually
travel to Akshardham in my car...
My friend and I will coordinate
as he has a vehicle with an ‘odd’
numberplate.”

Public transportalso proved to
beaplausible alternative for some.
For the duration of the scheme, an
additional 61 Metro trips per day

would be made to sustain the an-
ticipated footfall increase.

However, regular Metro com-
muters said they did not see a sig-
nificantincrease in the volume of
co-passengers Monday. K S Bisht,
who travelled from Ghaziabad’s
Vaishali to Connaught Place, said
his co-workers, who usually
travel to work by car, did not turn
to the Metro on Monday. “Some
of them have odd-numbered
cars and some have even, so they
have decided to car-pool. They
were aware of which days the ex-
ercise would be in effect so they
were able to plan accordingly.”

Anumita Roy Chowdhury of
the Centre for Science and
Environment said options like
buses and Metro are often the last
resort for car users: “People work
outawide variety of alternatives...
among which bus and Metro
come last in the order. This is ac-
tually an argument against wait-
ing for adequate public transport
before implementing vehicle-re-
straint measures. We must push
for better public transport facili-
ties but there are a number of in-
termediate options that people
pick and choose from.”

Traffic police officers observed
that citizens had largely been co-
operating with the move and
there were less hiccups this time.

Sarjeet, a traffic constable
outside NDLS’s Paharganj en-
trance, said, “Its almost 12 pm
and I have not issued a single
challan. Usually, there would be
a huge traffic jam at this point,
sinceitis the railway station, but
it has been very smooth. The air
also seems a little better today.”

Another traffic constable
near GTB Nagar Metro station
said around four-five violators
were let off with a warning.
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Delhi begins to even odds against
pollution: Day 1 goes off smoothly

Few challans issued,
many violators let
off with a warning

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

DAY ONE of the odd-even
scheme was marked by “high-
compliance” levels, with only
192 four-wheelers being issued
challans for violations till
evening, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said Monday.
Delhi Police later said that till 8
pm, 233 challans were issued.
At a press conference at the
Delhi Secretariat, Sisodia said 170
challans were issued by traffic po-
lice personnel, 15 by officials of
the enforcement wing of the
Transport Department, and the
rest by officials under the SDMs.
“I observed high levels of
compliance while going to an
event, barring two cars which
may have had women drivers.
We had, in any case, directed au-
thorities to be lenient against vi-
olators on the first day. In a city
where over 30 lakh vehicles ply
daily, of which around 15 lakh
were on the roads Monday, 192
challansis notabig thing,” he said.
Environment  Minister
Kailash Gahlot also spent some
time at the ITO intersection, car-
rying a placard urging people to
follow the rules. Around 5,000
civil defence volunteers were de-
ployed to create awareness.
While leaving his residence
for work, in a car he shared with
PWD Minister Satyendar Jain,

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said the odd-even scheme was
part of the Delhi government’s
efforts to mitigate local sources
of pollution as “we cannot do
anything to prevent pollution
caused by external factors”.

“I'm happy to announce that
I've received reports from various
locations in Delhi since 8 am, and
there has been 100% obedience
to the rules across the national
capital,” the CM told reporters.

On deploying additional
buses, Kejriwal said he will take a
call on pressing more into service
based on reports from various
routes. Against the target of hir-
ing 2,000 private buses, the gov-
ernment has roped inaround 850
so far, which will operate along-
side the 5,500-odd DTC and clus-
ter buses till November 15.

“I want to appeal to the traf-
fic unit to ensure personnel are
deployed at every junction. They
should help with proper imple-
mentation of the scheme. I will
speak to the L-G in this regard if
necessary,” Kejriwal said.

On the capital’s pollution cri-
sis, he said: “How can Delhi alone
fight the battle against pollution
inentire North India? The Centre
and governments of other states
have to deliberate together on the
issue. Only the Centre can find a
solution to the real reasons of pol-
lution, which is stubble burning
in Punjab and Haryana. Why are
they blaming Delhi alone?”

SC questions odd-even logic, seeks data

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

QUESTIONING THE logic of the
odd-even scheme introduced by
the Delhi government to deal
with the issue of pollution, the
Supreme Court Monday won-
dered if it would make any differ-
ence as people who have to travel
will resort to other means like
taxis or two-and three-wheelers.

A bench of Justice Arun
Mishra and Justice Deepak Gupta
asked the Delhi government to
furnish “detailed data based on
the previous experience” of the
odd-even scheme, and what dif-
ference it had made to pollution
levels, by November 8.

Hearing the Delhi air pollu-
tion matter Monday, Justice
Mishra told the state govern-
ment counsel, “People have to
travel and will use other means
like autos, taxis and two-wheel-
ers. It will add to pollution.”

The bench also asked, “What
do you plan to achieve by stop-
ping these cars which create less
pollution than autos and two-
wheelers?”

The counsel replied that au-
tos run on CNG and are less pol-
luting: “What we are achieving
is lesser number of vehicles on
roads.” On another question on
“third-grade vehicles” on the
roads, the counsel said the move
will also encourage people to
share vehicles.

The scheme is in place till November 15. Abhinav Saha

Justice Mishra, however,
pointed out: “The issue is, even
if you are stopping one vehicle,
another is plying in its place.”
Another counsel added that not

all taxis plying in the national
capital are CNG equipped.
Justice Gupta remarked that
“we would have understood if
the comparison was between

cars and buses”, and added that
the real solution lay in boosting
public transport facilities.

The judge reminded the
Delhi government that it had to
introduce 1,000 new buses but
had hardly brought 100 so far.

Justice Gupta also underlined
how the Punjab Preservation of
Subsoil Water Act, 2009, was
compounding the pollution cri-
sis by forcing farmers to delay
paddy harvesting,.

He said this when a counsel
pointed out that Haryana had
shown a significant decline in
stubble burning and that this
was due to enforcement. The
counsel blamed failure to imple-
ment the order for continuing
farm fires in Punjab.

As wind speed picks up, air improves but still ‘severe’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

AN IMPROVEMENT in the city’s
air quality was noted Monday,
with the measure of pollutants
dipping a day after it hit emer-
gency levels. However, the 24-
hour average air quality index
(AQI), recorded by the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
continued to remain in the ‘se-

vere’ category at407. On Sunday;,
the average AQI reached 494.
Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist
at the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), said, “Wind
speed picked up Sunday
evening and was recorded at 20
km/hour today, which helped in
faster dispersion of pollutants.
In addition to this, the sky above
Delhi was clear and tempera-
ture increased as sunlight
started breaking through,

which helped in the release of
pollutants that were concen-
trated in the air.”

Delhi’s real time AQI im-
proved rapidly by Monday
evening, with the CPCB record-
ingitat 376 in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory as of 8 pm.

Concentration of PM 2.5 and
PM 10 also started falling rapidly
in Delhi-NCR throughout
Monday after reaching an un-
precedented peak Sunday, well

above emergency levels.

As of 7 pm Monday, CPCB
recorded PM 2.5 at 290, below
the ‘severe’ category of 300, and
PM 10 at 398 as against emer-
gency level of 500. On Sunday,
PM 2.5 had touched a peak of
560 and PM 10 665.9.

Meanwhile, the IMD pre-
dicted that a “shallow fog”
could be seen Tuesday till 10am
due to an increase in moisture.
During this time, visibility

would be around 500 to 1,000
metres but wind speed, of west-
northwesterly direction, is
likely to pick up again as the day
progresses, improving air qual-
ity further.

On November 7, a light
shower due to westerly distur-
bances can be expected as rain
clouds are being seen around
Delhi. This, coupled with high
wind speed, would improve the
AQI further, the IMD said.
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Goel’s idea of protest:
Gas-guzzling SUV
with ‘odd’ number

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind
Kejriwal car-pooled, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
cycled, and BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Vijay Goel chose to drive his
‘odd-numbered’ diesel SUV on
the first day of the odd-even
road rationing scheme in the
capital, when only cars ending
with ‘even’ numbers were al-
lowed to ply.

Goel'sidea of a protest, which
comes at a time when emer-
gency measures have been im-
posed because of pollutionin the
capital, schools are shut and con-
structionis banned, invited crit-
icism from both the AAP as well
as the Congress.

Fined Rs 4,000 by the traffic
police, Goel said: “lam doing this
as a symbolic protest against the
Kejriwal government’s failure to
do anything in five years to curb
pollution in Delhi. It is now en-
acting a drama and election
stunt through the odd-even
scheme.”

AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh hit back: “While the AAP
government is trying its best to
combat pollution, Goel violated
the odd-even scheme in support
of pollution... BJP has exposed
their pro-pollution mindset.”

Congress leader Ajay Maken
tweeted: “As a lawmaker, how
can Goel deliberately break the
law? I've been the most vocal
critic of Kejriwal, but I will never
‘contribute to air pollution’ as a
way of protest. Grow up, Vijay
Goel.”

In response, Goel tweeted:
“Dear Ajay bhai, You would re-
member that Gandhiji, alawyer,
did satyagrah by making salt.
Just like that, my protest against
odd-even is symbolic too. Happy
that you are most vocal about
my actions and want me to grow
up. Please concentrate on grow-

P11

Prem Nath Pandey

(Top) BJP MP Vijay Goel
was fined Rs 4,000; (above)
Deputy CM Sisodia cycled
to work while CM Kejriwal
(below) carpooled

ing your party also. Thanks for
advice.”

Goel had also violated the
second edition of the odd-even
scheme in April 2016.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal car-pooled with
Delhi Health Minister Satyendar
Jain and Labour Minister Gopal
Rai to reach the Secretariat. And
while Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia rode a bicycle to work
from his residence, Transport
Minister Kailash Gahlot travelled
in his OSD’s car.

Later in the day, Gahlot met
Goel with a bouquet of flowers,
urging him not to violate the
odd-evenruleasitwasaimed at
bringing down pollution.

The odd-even scheme will
continue from 8 am to 8 pm un-
til November 15.

Spike in emergency
VISItS as air worsens,
suggests AIIMS study

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

A MULTI-CENTRE study funded
by the Indian Council for Medical
Research and conducted by Al-
IMS on around 1.25 lakh patients
over two years found that there
was an increase by 20-40% in
proportion of patients visiting
the emergency ward with acute
respiratory symptoms as the air
quality worsened.

The study, ‘Effect of outdoor
air pollution on acute respiratory
symptoms in Delhi: A multisite
study’, was conducted at four
centres in the city — AIIMS,
Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute,
National Institute of Tuberculosis
and Respiratory Diseases and
Kalawati Saran Children’s
Hospital.

While the other institutes are
yet to complete the research, the
country’s top medical institute
has got the initial findings, indi-
cating a correlation between
pollutant levels and daily per-
centage of patients with acute
respiratory symptoms visiting
the emergency ward.

At AIIMS, the research was
conducted from June 2017 to May
2019. More than 56,000 children
were screened in the paediatric
emergency room and around
70,000 adults in the main emer-
gency room. Approximately 20-
30% had respiratory symptoms.

“We observed that there was
arise of 20-40% in patients visit-
ing the emergency ward as air
quality worsened. We also ob-
served an increase in the num-
ber of admissions even when
pollutants were lower than per-

Delhi’s air quality worsened
last week. Amit Mehra

missible limits. There is definite
data to suggest that when air
qualityisbad, itleads to increase
inadmissions both in the paedi-
atric and adult age group. The
concern we have is that many of
these patients become sick and
require ICU care. Indirectly, it also
leads to higher morbidity and
mortality. We have patients
whose condition worsened dur-
ing this time,” said Dr Randeep
Guleria, AIIMS director and prin-
cipal investigator of the study.

Daily pollution levels were ob-
tained from the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee. Based on the
data, researchers divided the days
into worst, moderate and low
pollution levels. Experts said the
values of pollutants were mostly
above permissible levels through-
out the year. Data also showed
that patients visited the hospital
even six days after pollution lev-
els had subsided.

Most common problems for
which patients came to the
emergency ward included anin-
crease in cough, cold, breathless-
ness, wheezing and respiratory
difficulty. Among adults, the in-
creased rate of admissions were
more common in the elderly and
those with underlying illnesses
such as asthma and COPD.
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Man found buried in former
landlord’s home was killed over
relationship with daughter: Cops

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,NOVEMBER 4

TWO WEEKS after a final-year
law student was found buried in
the basement of a house in
Ghaziabad, police have arrested
the victim’s former landlord, his
wife and their daughter for the
murder. Police said the victim’s
relationship with the landlord’s
daughter drove them to commit
the crime.

According to police, the ac-
cused — the landlord Munna, his
wife Sulekha and their 19-year-
old daughter — were returning
to Ghaziabad thinking that they
had thrown cops off their trail,
when they were arrested at
Sahibabad railway station.

The victim, Pankaj (27), had
gone missing after Dussehra. His
body was found a week later in
the basement of the landlord’s
house, buried in a freshly plas-
tered six-foot-deep pit. Initially,
an FIR had been filed against
Munna and his family in which

Nitish Katara
murder: SC
rejects Vikas
Yadav’s plea

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Monday turned down Nitish
Katara murder accused Vikas
Yadav’s plea for parole.

Vikas and his cousin Vishal
Yadav were sentenced to 25
years in jail for kidnapping and
murdering Katara, a business ex-
ecutive whom they suspected
was having an affair with the for-
mer’s sister, in 2002. “No. You
complete your 25 years,” abench
of Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi and Justice Surya Kant said.
The court also refused to allow
him to withdraw the petitionand
raise the prayer again later.

Vikas’s counsel said he had
been incarcerated for 17.5 years
without parole and that it was
his “fundamental right”. ENS

The victim, Pankaj

it was alleged that they mur-
dered him to take over his inter-
net cafe business.

“After Pankaj’s body was
found, several teams were mak-
ing efforts to trace Munna'’s fam-
ily as they had left immediately
after amissing persons complaint
was filed. Munna travelled to
Bihar and Jharkhand as he waited
for things to cool down. When
caught, he confessed that the re-
lationship between Pankaj and
his daughterled him to hatch the
conspiracy,” said Manish Mishra,
SP City Ghaziabad.

A law student from IME
Ghaziabad, Pankaj was Munna’s

tenant for a brief period in
September before he shifted to
another house in the same colony.
Pankaj ran an internet cafe and
also taught Munna'’s children.

“Initially, the daughter resis-
ted Munna’s plan. But with time,
Munna convinced her that she
had been tricked. A week prior
to the crime, Munna began plan-
ning and she became a co-con-
spirator,” said Manish Mishra.

Pankaj last spoke to his brother
on October 8. The next morning,
Munna’s daughter called Pankaj
toherhouse and hereached at 10
am. Police said Munna chose this
time as his other two children had
gone to school. As he entered,
Pankaj was allegedly ambushed
by Munna and Sulekha, while
their daughter helped tie him up.
He was allegedly choked to death
by Munna and his body buried in
the basement.

A few days later, police, dur-
ing their probe, noticed the fresh
patch of cement in Munna’s
basement and dug it up to find
Pankaj's body.

Firing outside Hans Raj
Hans office, man held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

AT LEAST two shots were fired
outside BJP MP Hans Raj Hans’s
office in Rohini Monday
evening, allegedly by a 51-year-
old man over what police sus-
pect is “personal enmity”. The
incident took place around 5.40
pm when nobody was present
at Hans’s locked office in Rohini
Sector 7. A glass door of the of-
fice shattered.

Police said the accused,
Rameshwar Pehalwan — ares-
ident of Bawana and a
wrestling coach at Swami
Shraddhanand College — was
arrested soon after.

DCP (Rohini) S D Mishra
said, “A person wearing a kesari
kurta and white pajama fired

two shots outside the MP’s of-
fice. As per eyewitness ac-
counts, the assailant was
drunk. He came in a blackish
grey or black Alto and left after
firing.”

Vaibhav Mishra, PA to Hans,
said the MP was scheduled to sit
at the Rohini office at 5 pm but
couldn’t make it on time. “Hans
asked me to come to Western
Court instead and I left from the
office at 4.45 pm... later I heard
gunshots were fired there,” said
Mishra.

“The vehicle and the
weapon — a licenced pistol —
have been recovered. A per-
sonal grouse appears to be the
motive behind the incident,”
said Mishra. Police said they
have been unable to question
the accused as he was allegedly
in an inebriated state.

WAS DRIVING IN SOUTH DELHI

Architect says molested by

THECITY 3

group of men on way home

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

A 39-YEAR-OLD woman archi-
tect has alleged she was mo-
lested and assaulted by six men
at an upscale colony in South
Delhi Sunday. The woman has
told police that she was on her
way home when the men
stopped her car and attacked her.
Police said they have registered a
case and are investigating the
matter to identify the men.

“I was returning home from
my office around 7 pm when
five-six men stood in front of the

Retd armyman
sent to 3-day
police custody

New Delhi: ADelhi court has sent
a retired Army captain, accused
of allegedly stealing several Army
books from a library in Delhi
Cantonment, to three-day police
custody, after police told the court
they wanted to investigate his
suspicious activities in the mili-
tary area. Mukesh Chopra (64)
was arrested after he was briefly
detained at the Manekshaw
Centre from where he allegedly
stole five books. Police said they
seized four mobile phones from
him and booked him for theft.

Police told the court that the
books he had stolen were not
available outside, and that the
accused had also attended a de-
fence expo where details of
weapons were discussed. Police
also said they found a suspi-
cious email from Chopra to an-
other man.

Chopra’s counsel Deepak
Tyagi, however, said the books
were available online and that the
eXpo was an open sumiit.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Vasundhra Chonkar gave the or-
der for the three-day police cus-
tody. ENS

car when I was five minutes
away. I rolled down the window
and asked them to move aside.
All of a sudden, one of them
rushed towards me and groped
me. I was shocked and couldn’t
understand what had happened.
Another man joined him and
molested me. When I tried to re-
sist, they punched me on my face
and pulled my hair. One of them
tried to take my phone but luck-
ily the phone fell inside the car.]
started the carand sped... When
Ireached my house, I saw one of
them outside, but he ran away
on seeing me,” she told The
Indian Express.

The woman said she is usu-
ally accompanied by a driver but
it was his day off.

Police said they have re-
ceived the description of the ac-
cused from the woman and are
verifying details.

The woman further alleged
that after the incident, she tried
calling 100 and 112 but could-
n't get through. “After [ couldn’t
get through to the police, my
neighbour helped me and we
filed a complaint later at night
at the police station,” the
woman, a mother of two, said.

Police said there were no wit-
nesses and they are trying to re-

cover CCTV footage from the
street.

Atul Kumar Thakur, DCP
(South), said, “We have regis-
tered a case against the accused
on charges of voluntarily caus-
ing hurt, theft, wrongful restraint
and using criminal force on a
woman with intent to outrage
her modesty. Officers are prob-
ing the matter and the accused
will be arrested.”

The woman also claimed
that 15 days before the incident,
she had complained to a beat
constable about a group of men
who were allegedly “drunk and
roaming around in the colony”.

JNU on boil as students claim
‘CRPF’ has entered campus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

TENSION  PREVAILED at
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) campus as hundreds of
students, who were protesting
against hostel fee hike, marched
to the administrative block after
they claimed the administration
deployed CRPF on the campus.

The students later marched to
the Vasant Kunj North police sta-
tion to fileamock complaint stat-
ing that the JNU Vice-Chancellor
was “missing”, and also stuck
“missing person” posters at the
police station. Police did not com-
ment on the incident.

In the morning, current and
former JNU Students’ Union
(JNUSU) leaders started sharing
photos of CRPF personnel al-
legedly inside campus. Former
JNUSU president N Sai Balaji
claimed, “I saw scores of them en-
tering from the gate that opens to
the mall.It'sashame that the ]NU
V-Cwants tojail 8,500 students.”

Word spread and students
mobilised at Sabarmati Dhaba
from where the march to “find

The students marched to the administrative block. Express

our V-C” began. JNUSU has al-
leged that ever since the hike in
hostel fee and other changes to
the hostel manual were passed
on October 28, Kumar has gone
incommunicado and doesn’t
even visit his office.

Addressing students on loud-
speaker at the administrative
block, JNUSU vice-president
Saket Moon said, “You (admin-
istration) cannot just pass these
changes without us or hostel
presidents. You have to take our
permission.”

Despite several attempts,

JNU officials were unavailable for
comment.

Registrar Pramod Kumar put
outan “appeal” on the JNU web-
site, saying he would talk to var-
ious hostel presidents on the is-
sues. “This is for the information
of all concerned that the
provosts of all the khands
(blocks)will be meeting the hos-
tel presidents on November 6 to
have adetailed discussion on the
students’ concerns. The hostel
presidents are requested to
come up withideas and sugges-
tions from students...,” he said.

BRIEFLY

3lakhget
degreesat DU

convocation

New Delhi: The 96th con-
vocation ceremony of
Delhi University saw a
record three lakh stu-
dents, including a 62-
year-old Army Captain,
Virender Singh, getting
their degrees Monday.
Degrees of 2017-18 and
2018-19 were awarded.

Man held
withdrugs

New Delhi: A 33-year-old
Nigerian national was ar-
rested near Dwarka Mor
for allegedly supplying
drugs worth Rs 1 crorein
the capital Monday.

2 ‘snatchers’
arrested

New Delhi: Two men,
who were allegedly on
the lookout for a robbery
target, were arrested
from Rohini. Police said
the men are members of
the Sonu Dariyapur gang
and were previously in-
volved in cases of kidnap-
ping, murder and dacoity.

DalaiLamato
delivertalk at
Delhi school

New Delhi: Tibetan spiri-
tual leader Dalai Lama
will deliver a talk on
‘Overcoming Anger and
Anxiety’ at St Columba’s
School in Gole Market on
November 20. The event
is being organised by
Tushita Mahayana
Meditation Centre, which
is celebrating its 40th an-
niversary this year.

Fireat factory

New Delhi: Three firefight-
ers were injured after a
fire broke out at a four-
storeyed rexine factory in
Peeragarhi Monday. ENS
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Maharashtra tussle plays out in Delhi

DELHICONFIDENTIAL Fadnavis gets Shah Pawar meets Sonia: Can’t
say what happens in future

Ghulab Nabi Azad and other leaders during the
meeting in New Delhi. Prem Nath Pandey

UNUSUAL STANCE

While the SP, BSP, NCP and AAP stayed away from a meeting
of like-minded Opposition parties convened by the Congress,
Left parties took an interesting stance. CPI general secretary D
Raja, his party colleague Binoy Viswam and CPM’s T K
Rangarajan attended the meeting but skipped the joint press
conference addressed by Ghulam Nabi Azad and other
Opposition leaders including the TMC representative. It is not
known whether all three Left leaders had any pressing en-
gagement that prompted them to skip the press conference.

STRONG REACTION

WHILE THERE is palpable anger against the authorities over
the poor air quality in the national capital, politicians have
been blaming each other for the situation. An official who was
at the receiving end was Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog. Kant
tweeted photos from his holiday destination in Kerala with
the hashtag pollutionKills. “Away from the hustle, bustle of
Delhi in God’s Own Country where I have lived, worked and
served the people of the State. This is where [ will settle down
in life,” he tweeted. Having taken an initiative in promoting
Kerala tourism during his tenure there, Kant may have tried
to send a message through the tweet. But the social media did
not take it kindly. They asked what he had done, as an influ-
ential bureaucrat in policy-making, and why he had run away.
Some accused him of being insensitive.

IN THE BALANCE

RIGHTSIZING IS the buzz in the Railway Board as Minister
Piyush Goyal has once again desired that more officers need to
be posted in the fields in operational roles. A list of 15 Additional
Member posts newly created for the ministry from various
services, as part of normal cadre restructuring exercise, hangs
in the balance as these posts may also now be operated from
other offices outside the ministry under different designations.

WHATSAPP SURVEILLANCE ROW

Oppn parties set
to urge Kovind for
SC-monitored probe

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

KEENTO keep the WhatsApp sur-
veillance row alive until the win-
ter session of Parliament starts on
November 18, a group of opposi-
tion parties led by the Congress
are preparing to approach
President Ram Nath Kovind soon
and seek his intervention for a
Supreme Court-monitored probe
into the cases of alleged hacking.

Opposition leaders said the is-
sue would be raised in Parliament
when it reopens.

Leaders of opposition parties
who attended a meeting con-
vened by the Congress on
Monday signed on a memoran-
dum drafted by the party, to be
submitted to the President seek-
ing his intervention. Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad is learnt to
have told the leaders during the
meeting that an appointment
with the President is being
sought.

If the Opposition leaders fail
to get an audience with the
President, the memorandum will
be sent to him, itis learnt.

“Opposition leaders had been
on the hit-list since day one. We
discussed the issue. We will take
a decision (on what the parties
will do) soon,” Azad said.

Opposition parties cutting
across party lines have already
taken on the government on the
issue. The Congress has accused
the BJP-led Union government of
snooping and spying on
Opposition leaders, journalists
and human rights activists
through Israeli spyware Pegasus.

The BJP has dismissed the al-
legation.

On Sunday, the Congress had
alleged that AICC general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s
phone had also been hacked and
she, like the others, had received
a message from WhatsApp, in-
forming her about the breach. The
party did not furnish any evi-
dence to backits claim.

The Congress claims that
Pegasus spyware was used to
“hack cellphonesin the run-up to
the 2019 General Election” and
“the BJP government was fully
aware” of itand yet “kept mum”.
The party has asked the govern-
ment to reveal “which agency of
the Government of India had pur-
chased the Pegasus surveillance
spyware and deployed it illegally
to hack phones, who had autho-
rised its purchase...and what ac-
tion would the government take
against those guilty of illegally
and unconstitutionally hacking
telephones and spying on jour-
nalists, social activists, opposition
leaders and academicians”.

Chhattisgarh govt to protest against
Centre over paddy procurement

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER 4

THE CONGRESS government in
Chhattisgarhis looking to up the
ante against the Centre on the is-
sue of paddy procurement, with
plans to hold a protest in Delhi
on November 15. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had reiterated
in October the demand to let
them acquire paddy at Rs 2,500
per quintal from the Centre and
for it to buy excess paddy into

the central pool. Baghel said on
Sunday that the central govern-
ment had turned down this re-
quest. He added that the
Congress would continue to urge
the Centre to relax its stance.

The issue of buying paddy at
Rs 2,500 per quintal has been a
contentious  matter in
Chhattisgarh's politics for long.
It was this promise that was of-
tenrepeated by leaders and then
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi during the 2018 election
campaign.

nod for Sena talks

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

ON A day Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Raut met Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh in Mumbai amid the
ongoing tussle between the pre-
election partners over govern-
ment formation in the state, BJP
national president Amit Shah is
learnt to have given green signal
to the party to begin backroom
negotiations with Sena, although
BJP is unlikely to give in to many
of the latter’s “lofty”demands.

In a meeting with
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis in New Delhi,
Shah is learnt to have indicated
that BJP will deal with Sena in
equal terms to form government
but should not agree to give up the
post of chief minister, or even the
Home portfolio, sources said.

Fadnavis, who returned to
Mumbai by Monday evening,
may meet Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray. “He may even go to
Matoshree (the Thackeray family
residence) to seal the deal once
discussions are done,” a party
source familiar with the develop-
ments said.

ABJPleader said: “There is no
ambiguity in the leadership that
there will be a BJP-Shiv Sena gov-
ernment in Maharashtra. So far
we have not felt concerned about
the situation. Every political party
bargains; we don’t read too much
into the (Sena’s) rhetoric.”

This leader added that BJP
would also explore all possibilities
to bring in as many MLAs as pos-
sible to make itself strongerin the
Assembly.

Amit Shah with Devendra
Fadnavis in New Delhi. P11

After his meeting with Shah,
which lasted about 40 minutes,
Fadnavis met BJP general secre-
tary Bhupendra Yadav, the party’s
election in-charge for
Maharashtra.

Although BJP could initiate
backroom negotiations soon, any
formal meeting will come only af-
ter reaching an understanding
over the final power-sharing for-
mula, sources said. BJP’s national
leadership is of the view that the
party does not need to “bend
backwards”,as there are not many
options before the Shiv Sena.

Sources said the Congress
leadership’s apparent unwilling-
ness to back the Sena —either by
being part of a Sena-NCP-
Congress government or support-
ingitfromoutside — hasalsoem-
boldened the BJP. While the BJPis
unlikely to agree for giving away
even the Home portfolio, a party
leader said the post of deputy CM
for the Sena could be discussed
only after two sides come to the
table for talks. BJPleaders claimed
that the Sena has stalled all possi-
ble opportunities for discussions.

MANOJCG &
MANOJ MORE
NEW DELHI, PUNE,NOV 4

AS THE tussle between the BJP
and Shiv Sena over government
formation in Maharashtra
showed no signs of easing, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on Monday
met Congress president Sonia
Gandbhi. After the meeting, he sig-
nalled that the two parties are
keepingall their options open. He
said the NCP and Congress don’t
have the numbers to form an al-
ternative government “as on to-
day” butadded he “can’t say what
will happen” in the future.

The Sena, which has been de-
manding rotational chief minis-
tership, had signaled thatitwasin
touch with both the NCP and
Congress. A section of the
Congress  leadership in
Maharashtra is in favour of ex-
ploiting the rift in the Sena-BJP
and top leaders had last week
briefed Sonia about the evolving
situation in the state. Pawar said
he will meet Sonia again in the
next couple of days after dis-
cussing the situation with his col-
leagues in Mumbai.

Asked if it was a bargaining
game going on between the BJP
and Sena, Pawar said, “It doesn’t
seem to be a bargaining game...
think the game between the two
is serious.”

On a question of whether the
NCP and Congress are willing to
explore the options for formation
of an alternative government, he
said, “At least as on today that
number is not with us. The man-
date which the public has given

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with ambassadors, heads of mission and defence attaches at
a conference on DefExpo 2020, in New Delhi on Monday. P11

Rajnath meets diplomats of 80
countries; briefs them on DefExpo

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

MEETING THE heads of missions
and Defence Attaches of more
than 80 countries, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Monday briefed them about the
upcoming DefExpo scheduled to
be held in Lucknow from
February 5-8, 2020.

At the Ambassadors’ Round
Table conference, Singh also
sought the views of the diplo-
mats on how to improve the bi-
ennial defence event.

Singh said the “DefExpois an

opportunity to foster partner-
ships and be part of shared pros-
perity”, adding that “strong ties
can boost investment, expand
manufacturing, raise the level of
technology and accelerate eco-
nomic growth of our respective
countries.”

He also said that the coun-
try’s defence sectoris looking for
mutually-beneficial partner-
ships with friendly nations to set
up industries in India and
abroad.

The event, in its 11th edition,
Singh said will provide participat-
ing nations a chance to display
their equipment and platforms

AHEAD OF AYODHYA VERDICT

BJP’s code of conduct for leaders, cadre: Behave responsibly

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

THEBJP has issued a code of con-
duct for its leaders and cadre to
avoid inflammatory or provoca-
tive statements after the
Supreme Court passes a verdict
in the Ayodhya case.

The party has held region-
wise meetings to warn its lead-
ers that no one should make any
statement on the judgment day
until comments from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP
president Amit Shah come out.

On Monday, BJP general sec-

retaries attended a meeting
chaired by working president | P
Nadda in the national capital to
discuss the issue among other
things. The party also held a
meeting in Bengaluru for the
southern region, in Kolkata for
eastern region and Mumbai for
the western region to discuss the
code of conduct for that day.
“There is a list of dos and
don’ts for the leaders on verdict
day. None of the leaders should
comment on it. From the gov-
ernment’s side, the Prime
Minister will make a statement
after the order comes, and min-
isters should wait for it to get the

and offers them a chance to ex-
plore the strengths and capabili-
ties of India’s defence industry for
meeting operational goals.
Reiterating the government’s
aim to reach a US$26 billion
turnover in aerospace and de-
fence technology and services by
2025, Singh also said thatIndia’s
plans for Defence Industrial
Corridors in Uttar Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu, where investment
commitments of about US$1 bil-
lion have already been received,
will also be showcased at the
event. The theme of the event
this time is  ‘Digital
Transformation of Defence’.

direction. From the party side,
the BJP president will come out
with his comment first,” a sen-
ior leader said.

The verdict is expected be-
fore Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi retires on November 17.

Sources said a strict warning
hasbeenissued to every state as
the BJP does not want to invite
criticism for the behaviour of its
leaders over the Ayodhya verdict.
“Behave responsibly is the mes-
sage,” a leader said. “Because it
is a judicial matter and a legal
verdict. Itis not something a mob
has to take over,” he added.

With the party being in

Sharad Pawar at Sonia Gandhi’s residence. Prem Nath Pandey

(to us) is to sit in opposition. But
can’t say what will happen.”

He said he had discussions
with Congress and NCPleadersin
Mumbai where it was decided
that the Congress leadership in
Delhi should be briefed about the
situation. “SoImet Mrs Gandhi. A
K Antony was also present and
briefed them the ground level sit-
uation of Maharashtra,” he said.

“Inthelast few days we are ob-
serving that the Sena has taken a
very strong line against the BJP.
They are consistently writing in
their mouthpiece against the BJP
and they are also consistently de-
manding that the government
which they would like to form
(should be)under their leadership
and of course with the support of
the BJP. But this is an internal is-
sue.Sol have briefed all this to Mrs
Gandhi and we have decided to
meet again,” he said.

Pawar said the mood of the
people is against the BJP but said
he has not discussed anything re-
lated to government formation

with the Sena. Rajya Sabha MP
and Sena leader Sanjay Raut had
met Pawar last week. Pawar
downplayed his meeting with
Rautand argued such discussions
will have to be with Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray. “The BJP and
their allies have the numbers. Itis
their responsibility to form the
government. We are watching
what they are doing,” he said.

“Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray has not spoken to
me...neither have they given us
any proposal nor have we given
them..,” he said. Asked if one could
see Sharad Pawar coming back as
Maharashtra CM, he said a cate-
gorical “no”.

Sena indicated that it would
seek support of the NCP and
Congress if the situation arises. “I
saw Pawar saheb’s press confer-
ence in New Delhi where he said
the Sena has not sought any sup-
port from the NCP..] just want to
say that back-channel discussions
are underway with the NCP and
Congress...,” Raut said.
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HARYANA ASSEMBLY

Members take
oath, Gian

Chand Gupta
elected Speaker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 4

BJP MLA from Panchkula, Gian
Chand Gupta, was Monday unan-
imously elected the Speaker of
the Haryana Assembly while
Congress Legislative Party leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda was
givenrecognition as the Leader of
Opposition.

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar proposed the name of
Gupta, a two-time MLA and for-
mer mayor of the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation,for the
Speaker’s post. The proposal was
seconded by Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant Chautala. The
Opposition members backed
Gupta.

In the Assembly election,
Gupta defeated Congress’s
Chander Mohan Bishnoi, the son
of former chief minister Bhajan
Lal.

Earlier, pro-tem Speaker
Raghubir Singh Kadian adminis-
tered oath to Khattar, Dushyant
followed by nine women mem-
bers thatincluded three from the
BJP, five from Congress and the
lone woman MLA and Dushyant’s
mother Naina Chautala of the
Jannayak Janata Party.

Inthe 90-member House, the
strength of BJP is 40, its ally
Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) 10,
Independents seven, Congress 31,
and Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) and Haryana Lokhit Party
(HLP) one each.

Addressing the members
Khattar congratulated Gupta for
being elected unanimously.
Khattar also appealed to the
members to maintain decorum
of the House and have healthy de-
bates in the interest of the state.

Cong moves SC with audio
clip, BSY says fabricated

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 4

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister BS
Yediyurappa on Monday at-
tempted to distance himself
from 17 disqualified Congress
and JD(S) MLAs and an audio
recording in which he is pur-
portedly heard admitting that
defections of the MLAs was an
operation carried out by the BJP
with approval of party leaders
at the highest level.

Yediyurappa, who earlier did
not deny that he made the
speech at a BJP core committee
meeting in Hubbali last week,
said: “It is all false. They have
fabricated the tape; it is a lie.
There is no connection between
us and them (rebel MLAs).”

The development comes on
a day the state Congress placed
the audio before the Supreme
Court, which is hearing on dis-
qualification of the MLAs under
anti-defection law.

An SC bench headed by
Justice N V Ramana said it will
consult CJI Ranjan Gogoi for con-
stituting the bench on Tuesday
to consider the fresh material
given by Karnataka Congress,
PTIreported from Delhi.

The audio clip surfaced on
social media late last week.

Asked about the audio,
Yediyurappa had earlier not di-
rectly denied making the
speech. “Everyone knows what
[said in Hubbali,” he had stated.

With the Congress trying to
use the contents of the audio in

power at the Centre and several
states, the BJP leadership is con-
cerned about the *“conse-
quences” if “things go out of
hand”. The leadership is also
aware of the international atten-
tion over the issue.

Earlier, the RSS had asked its
cadres to stay calm after the ver-
dict. Many programmes of the
RSS and its affiliates, which were
scheduled between November
10 and 20, have been cancelled
or postponed and leaders asked
to remain at their headquarters.

Last week, the RSS issued a
statement saying that “everyone
should accept” the Supreme

B S Yediyurappa

an effort to prove that the 17
MLAs did not quit on their own,
but had defected to BJP,
Yediyurappa on Monday ac-
cused Congress leader
Siddaramaiah of having trig-
gered their exit. He said: “The
reason for their exit is the
Congress leader (Siddaramaiah).
Now he is making allegations
against us. If you have guts, face
the elections (in those con-
stituencies). Where they
(rebels) contest from is their de-
cision. How does it
concern me?”

On Karnataka Congress’s
move to request the top court to
take on record the audio clip, the
Karnataka CM said, “This is an
attempt to create problems in
Supreme Court.”

In response, Siddaramaiah
charged the Chief Minister with
double-speak. “He has changed
the story after being pulled up
by his party high command,”
the former CM said. “It is his
own party’s people who have
doneit (leaked the audio). It was
an internal meeting of BJP.
Beware, Mr Yediyurappa, there

Court verdict with an “open
mind”.

On October 27, addressing his
Mann Ki Baat program, PM Modi
had said that the language used
by “several interest groups” was
inflammatory and tried to ex-
ploit the situation ahead of the
2010 Allahabad High Court rul-
ing on the dispute. He also re-
called how political parties and
civil society played a mature role
uniting people when efforts
were made to create fissures.
“Some loudmouths had made ir-
responsible statements just to
hog the limelight... It continued
for five to 10 days,” he had said.

are thieves in your own house.”

In the audio clip, a voice sim-
ilar to that of Yediyurappa is
heard questioning BJP leaders
for failing to back candidature of
the 17 Congress and JD(S) rebels
for the by-elections in
December in the event of the
Supreme Court allowing them
to contest the polls. The voice in
the clip is heard saying: “You
know that the decision to obtain
support of these 17 MLAs was
not a decision taken by
Yediyurappa alone. The national
president of the party (Amit
Shah) himself supported the
move, and the rebels were kept
in Mumbai for two-and-a-half
months.”

He also purportedly said, “No
one has appreciated the fact that
it is the sacrifice of the rebels
that has brought us to power. It
is like we have made them look
foolish and crazy by trusting us.
What was the necessity for
them to topple the government
by resigning? It was trust (in the
BJP) that made them do it. They
stayed in Mumbai.... Why did we
not discuss this issue until now?
Because we were waiting for the
Supreme Court’s decision on the
issue.”

The SChad on October 25 re-
served its order on petitions
challenging disqualification of
the 17 MLAs.

The Congress-JD(S) alliance
government collapsed on July
22 after the confidence motion
moved by then Chief Minister H
D Kumaraswamy was defeated
in the state Assembly.

All security
arrangements in
place: UP DGP

Lucknow: With the verdict in
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
case expected soon, UP Director
General Police Om Prakash Singh
Monday said all security arrange-
ments were in place and all dis-
trict police chiefs, DIG ranges and
ADG zones have been directed to
identify people who were earlier
booked for posting objectionable
or communal content on social
media. “The National Security Act
would be invoked on all those
who try to disrupt law and order
through objectionable posts on-
line...” said the DGP. ENS
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Cong claims credit

for govt decision
to stay off RCEP

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

THE CONGRESS on Monday
claimed credit for forcing the
Centre to put on hold its decision
to join the Regional
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership (RCEP), hours after
itrallied a group of 13 Opposition
parties to mount a joint offensive
against the government over its
management of the economy.

Opposition leaders took on
the BJP-led government for join-
ing the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, before it
became clear later that India has
put on hold its decision to
join RCEP.

“A forceful opposition by
Congress and Rahul Gandhi has
ensured that the BJP govern-
ment backed down from barter-
ing the interests of farmers, dairy
producers, fishermen, small and
medium businesses at the altar
of political expediency. Avictory
for all fighting for protecting na-
tional interests,” Congress com-
munications department head
Randeep Surjewala said.

“With rampant unemploy-
ment, a sinking economy and
deep agrarian crisis emanating

from utter mismanagement of
economy by (the) BJP govern-
ment, signing RCEP would have
been catastrophic,” he said.

The Samajwadi Party, BSP,
NCP and Aam Aadmi Party did
not attend the meeting, while
most other big parties sent sec-
ond-rung leaders.

Congress chief Sonia Gandhi,
who was to chair the meeting,
stayed away, and it was left to
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad and
senior party leader Ahmed Patel
to steer the discussions.

Opposition leaders said the
Congress had informed them
that Sonia would chair the meet-
ing. After over 90 minutes of dis-
cussion, it was decided that the
Opposition will hold a joint
protest and raise issues such as
economic slowdown, agrarian
distress and unemployment in
the upcoming winter session of
Parliament.

The meeting was attended
by RLSP chief Upendra
Kushwaha, RJD’s Manoj Jha,
RLD’s Ajit Singh, L]D’s Sharad
Yadav and JD(S)’s D Kupendra
Reddy, besides Jose K Mani of
Kerala Congress (M) and P K
Kunhalikutty of Indian Union
Muslim League, among others.

Decision result of
PM’s leadership: Shah

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

INDIA’S DECISION against sign-
ing the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnershipis aresult
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's “strong leadership and
unflinching resolve to ensure na-
tional interest in all circum-
stances”, Union Home Minister
and BJP chief Amit Shah stated
on Monday.

Even as senior Union minis-
ters and party leaders hailed the
decision as a show of India not
conceding to global pressure,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said RCEP
is against India’s economic inter-
ests and national priorities.

“India has consistently stood
its ground to uphold our de-
mands particularly over control-
ling trade deficit, stronger pro-
tection against unfair imports
and better market opportunities
for Indian goods,” Goyal tweeted.
He added that Modi’s decision
shows his “concern for farmers,

Goa CM leads
delegation to
meet Javadekar
over Mahadayi
water diversion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 4

GOA CHIEF Minister Pramod
Sawant on Monday led an all-
party delegation to meet Union
Minister of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Prakash
Javadekar over reports that the
Karnataka had been given a
clearance for constructing the
Kalasa Banduri project on the
Mahadayi river.

Goaand Karnataka are locked
in a dispute over the sharing of
Mahadayi waters, and Kalasa
Banduri projectaims at providing
drinking water to three north
Karnataka districts by diverting
water from the Mahadayi.

The delegation accused the
Karnataka government of misrep-
resenting facts.

It delegation presented
Javadekar a memorandum stat-
ing three wildlife sanctuaries in
Goa would be directly impacted
by the water diversion. They also
stressed that any diversion means
an immediate impact to “42 per-
cent of the state’s total geograph-
ical base”. The sanctuaries men-
tioned are the Bhagwan Mahavir
wildlife sanctuary, the Bhagwan
Mahavir national parkand Bundle
wildlife sanctuary and the Dr
Salim Ali bird sanctuary. The
memorandumalso said the diver-
sionwould have amassive impact
on the “life and culture” of Goa.

“Factually, the water from
Kalsa Banduriis proposed tobe di-
verted into the Malaprabha proj-
ect. The Malaprabha project is
undisputedly as irrigation project.
The said diverted water could be
used in the Malaprabha Project for
irrigation,” it states.

-WITHPTIINPUTS

dairy sector, MSMEs and domes-
tic manufacturing”, and that it
would boost Make in India.

Incidentally, Goyal had on
Saturday taken on Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, tweeting that she
has “suddenly woken up to RCEP
and FTAs...where was she when
the Govt opened 74% of its mar-
ket to ASEAN countries but
richer countries like Indonesia
opened only 50% for India”.

According to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
the decision is “a clear and deci-
sive call in India’s interest”, as
“significant” outstanding issues
remain unresolved with the
trade deal.

Shah also tweeted that PM
Modi’s “firm stand over the years
of not going ahead with a deal if
our interests are not taken care
of, is a welcome break from the
past, where a weak UPA govern-
ment ceded precious ground on
trade and could not protect na-
tional interest”.

BJP national working presi-
dent]Jagat Prakash Nadda hailed
the decision as a “historic” one.

Indian detained by rebels dies in Myanmar

GOVT ¢ PoLITICS 7

Prime Minister Modi meets Suu Kyi, stresses cooperation against insurgent groups along borders

SHUBHAJIT ROY

& VERENAHOLZL
BANGKOK, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 4

A 60-YEAR-OLD Indian national
has died in the custody of Arakan
Army, ethnic rebels in Myanmar,
after he and four other Indian na-
tionals working on an Indian
project in the northern part of
Myanmar’s Rakhine State were
detained and questioned on
Sunday. The four others were re-
leased on Monday along with
the body of the deceased.

The incident took place on a
day Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Myanmar's State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in
Bangkok on the sidelines of
ASEAN and East Asia summits.
The Prime Minister stressed the
value India attaches to
Myanmar’s cooperation in en-
suring that insurgent groups do
not find space to operate across
the India-Myanmar border.

According to a statement by
Arakan Army, a translated ver-
sion of which was accessed by
The Indian Express, the Indian na-
tional who died has been iden-
tified as Vinoo Gopal, who was
working as a “Construction
advisor”.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the East Asia Summit in

Bangkok on Monday. AP

Gopal, the statement said,
developed laboured breathing
and died in a short time despite
“best medical care” provided by
their medical staff. He had been
suffereing from heart disease
and diabetes and was under
medication, the statement said.
The United League of Arakan
(ULA)and Arakan Army (AA) ex-
pressed regret over his death.

The statement identified the
Indian nationals released as Vijay
Kumar Singh (48), Nangshanbok
Suiam (47),Rakesh Sharma (64)
and Ajay Kothiyal (50).

The Arakan Army said in its

Abe to visit India in Dec,
2+2 meet later this month

SHUBHAJIT ROY
BANGKOK, NOVEMBER 4

JAPAN’S PRIME Minister Shinzo
Abe will come to India in
December this year, and before
that, the Foreign and Defence
ministers of the two countries
will meet for the first 2+2 minis-
terial meeting later this month.

Sources said the two sides are
looking at the possibility of
scheduling the meeting in the
later half of December.

This was discussed between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Abe on Monday on the mar-
gins of India-ASEAN and East Asia
Summits. The two leaders have
met each other thrice in the last
about four months.

An MEA statement said the
two Prime Ministers “...agreed to
further strengthen bilateral coop-
eration, including in third-world
countries, for achieving the
shared objective of peace, pros-
perity and progress of the Indo-
Pacificregion.” Italsosaid the two
leaders deliberated on the inaugu-
ral 2+2 Indo-Japanforeignand de-
fence ministerial dialogue later this
month in India, noting that it will

PM Narendra Modi and his
Japanese counterpart
Shinzo Abe in Bangkok

on Monday. P11

help provide impetus to the secu-
rity and defence cooperation be-
tween the two sides.

After the meeting, Modi said
it was always wonderful to meet
“my friend PM Abe”. “Our meet-
ing today was very good. We ex-
changed views on multiple sub-
jects including further boosting
the economic partnership be-
tween our countries,” he tweeted.

“..The leaders also reviewed
the progress on Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail
project and reaffirmed their com-
mitment to advance mutual ef-
forts to facilitate the smooth im-
plementation of the project,” the
MEA said.

statement, “We often take and
check transportation vehicles
going through the battlefield
area...to know whether there are
members of Myanmar army,
weapons and persons related to
Myanmar army on those
vehicles.”

“When two speedboats go-
ing along the Kaladan River were
taken and checked at about 10
am on November 3, 2019, 10
people were found on them. Of
them, five are Indian Citizens
working at Paletwa C & C JV
Camp, one supervisor, one MP,
one translator and two speed-

Fresh
escalation
® inviolence

EXPLAINED

THE LATEST incident
comes amid an escalation
of violation in the restive
Rakhine State. Tens of
thousands have been dis-
placed across Rakhine
since the clashes began in
December. This brings a
fresh chaos to the region
from where more than
7,30,000 Rohingya
Muslims fled a military
crackdown in 2017.

boat drivers.” The statement
identifies all of them, including
an MP from Suu Kyi-led National
League for Democracy, U Whaei
Tenn (40). They kept the law-
maker in custody and released
eight people — four Indians, two
translators and two boat drivers
— at Rakhine State’s Kyauktaw
police station on Monday.

“The body of Mr Vinoo Gopal,
60, was released along with
those freed,” said U Soe Htet, the
Chin State Minister of Municipal
Affairs, Electricity and Industry,
according to Myanmar news

outlet The Irrawaddy.

Sources told The Indian
Express the Indian Embassy is
monitoring the situation and
will extend all necessary assis-
tance to the Indian nationals and
also arrange for repatriation of
Gopal’s body.

The Arakan Army said they
“are not against international in-
vestments” in Rakhine area and
welcome projects which can
benefit the local people.

During the meet in Bangkok,
Prime Minister Modi conveyed to
Suu Kyi India’s readiness to ex-
pand its socio-economic projects
in Rakhine State, months after
New Delhi implemented a hous-
ing projectin the restive province.

He also emphasised that the
speedy, safe and sustainable re-
turn of displaced people from
Bangladesh to the Rakhine State
was in the interests of the region,
the displaced persons, and all
three neighbouring countries —
India, Bangladesh and Myanmar,
the MEA said.

According to the MEA, Suu
Kyi reaffirmed the importance
her government attaches to the
partnership with India and her
appreciation of India’s consistent
support for widening democ-
racy and deepening develop-
ment in Myanmar.

Delhi proposes new initiative
to conserve Indo-Pacific region

SHUBHAJIT ROY
BANGKOK, NOVEMBER 4

ON A day the US said India plays
a critical role in the future of the
Indo-Pacific region and de-
scribed the Quad foreign minis-
ters’ meeting as a “milestone”,
New Delhi proposed an Indo-
Pacific Ocean’s Initiative to con-
serve and sustainably use the
maritime domain.

Delhi’s proposal was articu-
lated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Monday when he addre-
ssed the East Asiasummit. The of-
ficials of Quadrilateral grouping
met on the sidelines on Monday.

The Ministry of External
Affairs’ secretary (east) Vijay
Thakur Singh said, “Prime Mini-
ster proposed an Indo-Pacific
Ocean’s Initiative to conserve and
sustainably use the maritime do-
main, and to make meaningful ef-
forts to create a safe, secure and
stable maritime domain.”

Singh said focus areas will in-
clude “creating partnerships”
among interested countries in
several pillars, ranging from “en-
hancing maritime security to pre-
serving and sustainably using ma-
rine resources, building capacity,
disaster prevention and manage-
ment, as well as working together
intrade, and maritime transport”.

In a statement on the Quad
meeting, MEA said, “The officials
reaffirmed their commitment
towards a free, open, prosperous
and inclusive Indo-Pacific Region
based on shared values and
principles and respect for inter-
national law.”

Earlier, the US State Depart-
ment released a progress report
on the implementation of the US
whole-of-government strategy
for Indo-Pacific region. In the re-
port, the US said its strategic part-
nership with India is “reaching
new heights”.

“Indiaplaysacritical rolein the
future of the Indo-Pacific region,”
the report said.

ED seeks dismissal
of Chidambaram
bail plea: ‘tried to
influence witness’

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
on Monday sought dismissal of
Congressleader and former Union
minister PChidambaram’s regular
bail plea in a money-laundering
caserelated to the INX Media cor-
ruption case by submitting that
three witnesses in the case were
pressured by Chidambaram and
his family to not cooperate with
the investigation.

The ED submitted that the
manner in which the high office
of the country was misused by
Chidambaram for personal gain
disentitles him from seeking re-
lief, and giving bail to
Chidambaram would be against
“zero tolerance policy in corrup-
tion” and set a wrong precedent.

The ED also submitted, “The
petitioner and his co-conspirators
have tried to influence and pres-
surise the witness, firstly not to co-
operate with the investigations
and secondly not to disclose/di-
vulge any incriminating fact
(whichisin their personal knowl-
edge)to the investigating agency”.
The ED said that these three wit-
nesses were different from the CBI
case. The ED has not revealed their
names in its affidavit, but their
statement will be placed before
the court during the bail hearing.

The arguments on
Chidambaram’s bail plea were
supposed to take place on
Monday, but due to the strike
called by the Delhi HC Bar
Associationin the aftermath of the
Tis Hazari district court violence,
the matter was deferred to
November 6. The ED also submit-
ted that Chidambaram’s son Karti
was involved in destruction of ev-
idence. The agency made this alle-
gation on the basis of a co-conspir-
ator’s statement.

The ED told the court, during
searchand scrutiny of digital data,
it was revealed that directors and
shareholders of M/s Advantage
Strategic Pvt Ltd, belonging to
Karti, later on in 2013 transferred
the entire shareholding of the
company to Chidambaram’s
granddaughter by way of a will
and the original copy of the will
was destroyed at Karti’s instance.
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NORTH
South African national

held with satellite phones

Dehradun: A South African
was arrested at Jolly Grant air-
port in Dehradun on Sunday
with two sets of satellite
phones. He was produced be-
fore the judicial magistrate
who imposed a penalty on
him and ordered his release.
According to Dehradun police,
Gascoingne Quentin Edward
(64), who hails fromJohanne-

sburg in South Africa, was
caughtwith two satellite pho-
nes during security check at
the airport when he was about
to board a flight to Delhi. CISF
personnel handed himover to
Dehradun police. He was
taken to Doiwala police station
where he was booked under
Sections 3/6(1-A)of theIndian
Telegraph Act. ENS

Supporters of All Assam Students’ Union protest
against the proposed Citizenship Amendment Bill, in

Dibrugarh, on Monday. P11

EAST
Chhattisgarh policeman
commits suicide

Dhamtari: A constable al-
legedly committed suicide
by consuming pesticide in
Chhattisgarh’s Dhamtari, po-
lice said on Monday.
Constable Ravindra Sahu(25)
consumed pesticide at his
quarters on Magarlod police
station premises on Sunday
evening and was shifted toa
local hospital after colleagues
saw him vomiting and in se-

vere distress, an official said.
“Sahu was shifted to a bigger
hospital in Dhamtari town
but he succumbed en route.
No suicide note has been
found and probe is on to find
out why he took his life,” he
said. Sahu hailed from
Mongra village in the dis-
trict’s Kurud area and was
posted at Magarlod police
station since 2016. PTI

WEST
Skilled, 40 injuredin accident

on Mumbai-Pune highway

Pune: Five people including a
toddler, died and over 40 oth-
ers were injured after a private
bus fell into a 30-feet roadside
trench on the Pune-Mumbai
Old Highway on Monday. The
incident occurred between
Khandala and Khopoli towns
around 5 am, said Raigad dis-
trict police. The passengers

Inspector Dhanaji Kshirsagar
of Khopoli police station said,
“The accident took place on a
turn on the Pune-Mumbai Old
Highway near Khopoli. The
bus was speeding and the
driver lost control at the turn
and the vehicle fell into the
trench, about 30-feet deep.
Five persons were killed and

were travelling fromKaradin  more than 40 have been in-
Satara district to Mumbai.  juredinthemishap.” ENS
SOUTH

NCSC summons Kerala Chief
Secy, DGP in Walayar case

New Delhi: The National Com-
mission for Scheduled Castes
(NCSC) on Monday issued
summons to the Kerala Chief
Secretary and DGP. They have
been asked to appear on
November 11 for a hearing in
connection with the acquittal
of four people in a case of al-
leged rape and suspicious
deaths of two Dalit girls at
Walayar in Palakkad district.

The four were acquitted due
to “lack of evidence,” NCSC
Vice-Chairman L Murugan
told PTL. The commission
wanted to know about the
lapses and reasons for the ac-
quittal of the accused, those
responsible for this and the
measures to be taken for their
conviction in a higher court
through a water-tight prose-
cution case, he said. PTI

JUSTICE AKIL KURESHI ELEVATION
Centre seeks time, SC
adjourns hearing till Nov 7

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
adjourned the hearing on a plea
on the delay in Justice Akil
Kureshi's elevation as High Court
Chief Justice till November 7.

The move came after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, submitted thatone
more week was needed for ad-
ministrative measures.

The bench, comprising Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Surya Kant, fixed Novem-
ber 7 as the next date of hearing.

The Collegium, comprising
the CJland Justices SABobde and
NV Ramana, had on May 10 rec-
ommended that Justice Kureshi,
the “senior-most Judge from

Gujarat High Court” be appointed
Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh
High Court.

However, the government re-
ferred the proposal back to the CJI
through two communications
dated August 23 and 27 along
with “accompanying material”.

The Collegium went through
them and on September 5, it rec-
ommended Justice Kureshi’s ele-
vation as Chief Justice, this time
for Tripura High Court.

With the Centre delaying ele-
vation of Justice Kureshi despite
the Collegium’s recommendation,
the Gujarat High Court Advocates’
Association moved the apex court.
Thelawyers’ outfit has termed the
Centre “withholding the appoint-
ment” despite the May 10 recom-
mendation of the Collegium as
“arbitrary inaction”.

Govt looking at
long-term
solution to curb
air pollution

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

AFTER TAKING stock of short-
term measures taken by states to
curb air pollution in Delhi,
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister P K Mishra on Monday
said a system will be put in place
for a permanent long-term solu-
tion.

Reviewing steps taken by
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi to
tackle the air pollution, Mishra
sought to know details of addi-
tional measures taken to check
fresh cases of stubble burning in
the last 24 hours.

“He appreciated the efforts be-
ing taken by all concerned and
mentioned that after taking short-
term measures, a system will be
putin place fora permanent long-
term solution,” said an official
statement after the meeting,

According to the statement,
the Punjab chief secretary in-
formed that heis personally mon-
itoring the situation with deputy
commissioners of various districts
where stubble burning hotspots
have beenidentified. He said FIRs
are also being registered for viola-
tion of The Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
State government is taking action
by enforcing necessary fines for
violations of the Act, he said.

‘Farm fires in Punjab seven
times more than in Haryana’

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 4

THE SATELLITE images by
Haryana Space Applications
Centre (HARSAC) have spotted as
many 32,119 “active fire locations”
in Punjab in comparison to 4,673
in Haryana between September
25 to November 4 (Monday).
Harvesting of paddy crop started
in both states this season around
September 25.

State government officials said
that the “active fire locations” are
mainly indicative of stubble burn-
ing adding that Punjab is still fac-
ing severe problem of stubble
burning, while Haryana only has
isolated cases.

Also,Haryana has witnessed a
decline insuchincidents by more
than 20 per cent this yearin com-
parison to 2018.

Haryana Chief Minister,
Manohar Lal Khattar, Monday
tweeted satellite images from
HARSAC showing much higher
intensity of fire locations in Punjab
coloured with red spots than of
neigbhouring Haryana. HARSAC
is the nodal agency for remote
sensing under the state govern-
ment’s Department of Science &
Technology.

“The Government of Haryana
and farmers have together done
their job,” the state BJP tweeted.
Khattar shared this tweet

Satellite image of fire
locations tweeted by
Manohar Lal Khattar.

Monday. “The states should re-
frain from playing the blame
game on the issue of air pollution
as the problem is not confined to
a particular state,” Khattar said
while talking to reporters.

He added that apart from the
burning of crop residue, several
other factorslike construction ac-
tivities, vehicular trafficand burn-
ing of waste also significantly con-
tribute in increasing the air
pollution. Khattar also urged his
Delhi counterpart Arvind Kejriwal
to keep a check on such activities
in Delhi.

“In the last 24 hours, only 70
cases of burning of agriculture
residue has been reported in
Haryana which is much lower
than the cases reported in the

neighboring state of Punjab,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Punjab Agro
Industries Corporation Managing
Director Kahan Singh Pannu said
that the area under paddy in
Punjab is more than three times
than of Haryana. Speaking to The
Indian Express, Punjab Pollution
Control Board Chairman
Satwinder Singh Marwaha ad-
mitted that the situation had
worsened in the state on Monday.
“Only today some 4,800 active fire
locations have been spotted in
Punjab. We are making all efforts
to keep it lessor this year in com-
parison to 2018. Till now, number
of such spots is higher by 4000-
5,000 this year in comparison to
2018,” said Marwaha.

The government has also de-
cided to set up 700 new Custom
Hiring Centres (CHCs) at pan-
chayatlevels in most affected dis-
tricts which are Karnal, Kaithal,
Kurukshetra, Fatehabad and Sirsa.
The farmers can hire machines
from the centres to process the
crop residue.

Haryana government has also
proposed not to give benefits of
government schemes to the farm-
ers found guilty of stubble burn-
ing. Haryana Additional Chief
Secretary (Agriculture) Sanjeev
Kauhal said that they have sent a
proposal to the central govern-
ment in this regard.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

Punjab defends its Water Act: 7-day delay has
helped state save 1,000 billion litres of water

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 4

WITH SUPREME Court on
Monday underlining the issue of
Punjab farmers being forced to
change paddy cultivation pat-
tern after enactment of Punjab
Preservation of Subsoil Water
Act, 2009, state government
functionaries and agriculture ex-
perts said that saving under-
ground water is need of the hour
while there are several options
for paddy stubble management.

Under the Act, the govern-
ment has delayed the date for
paddy transplantation from June
1 to June 20 in previous years.
This year, itadvanced the date to

EXPLAINED

Law delayed paddy
sowing to save water

THE IDEA behind Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water Act,
enacted at the insistence of agriculture scientist Dr G S Kalkat,
who was chairman of Punjab State Farmers Commission,
was to delay paddy transplantation and not allow it during
hot and dry days. This meant cutting down on consumption

of underground water.

June 13.

The delay in transplantation
is being blamed for stubble
burning, as farmers say their
window to prepare fields for the
next wheat crop shrinks.

Defending the decision,

Punjab’s Agriculture Secretary
Kahan Singh Pannu said: “By de-
laying paddy transplantation by
seven days, we save 1,000 billion
litres of water. This is the total
water consumption of Ludhiana,
anindustrial town, for two years.

This is the scientifically calcu-
lated average for 14 lakh tube-
wells run for eight hours a day.”

Calling the situation “grave”,
Pannu said the main reason of
declining water table is paddy
cultivation.

Punjab Agricultural University
Vice Chancelleor Dr Baldev Singh
Dhillon said: “You can manage
stubble; there are many options.
Where will you bring the water
fromifitis finished?”

Agriculture experts said
4,500 litres of water is required
to grow 1 kg of sathi —- a short-
term paddy crop -in April-May. If
paddy is cultivated in mid-June,
the requirement is 1,500-2,000
litres. “Is it not a lot of saving,” a
state government official asked.

Cinemas shut, Kashmir admin starts
screening movies in state auditoriums

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 4

WITH THE cinemas in the Valley
shut, the Jammu and Kashmir
administration has started
screening Bollywood and educa-
tional movies for the people in
state-owned auditoriums.

To begin with, the adminis-
tration has asked authorities in
Srinagar, Baramulla and
Kupwara to screen movies. It has
directed Deputy Commissioners
toensure “deployment of police
personnel around the location to
check any law and order issue”.

“We have started screening
movies. Last week, we screened
a local documentary. The first

screening was held for local offi-
cials. We will soon screen movies
for the public,” Deputy
Commissioner, Baramulla, G N
Itoo told The Indian Express.

Srinagar Deputy
Commissioner Shahid Igbal said,
“Two Bollywood movies have
been screened in Srinagar so far.
We are also planning to hold a
film festival for children. I have
asked for 50 documentaries
from Delhi. They will be
screened for children after their
exams are over.”

Deputy = Commissioner,
Kupwara, Anshul Garg said they
have held four screenings since
last Monday. “For now, we have
restricted it to government em-
ployees only and are screening

films on government schemes.
We are waiting for entertain-
ment content from Doordarshan
and the Information depart-
ment,” he said, adding that once
the entertainment content ar-
rives, screenings will be held for

the public.
At a meeting chaired by
Divisional = Commissioner,

Kashmir, Baseer Ahmed Khanon
October 22, it was decided to
start the screenings in the three
districts.

“At the outset, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir sensi-
tised the participants about the
need of using of auditoriums for
screening films, documentaries,
which have educational, recre-
ational value for general public. It

was decided that to begin with,
this activity shall be started in
Srinagar/ Baramulla/ Kupwara
districts and subsequently in
other districts as well,” read the
minutes of the meeting.

Till the 1980s, there were
over a dozen cinema halls in dif-
ferent parts of the Valley. These
were shut due to militant
threats. In 1999, Neelam, Regal
and Broadway halls in Srinagar
reopened, but hours after the in-
augural show, Regal Cinema was
attacked by militants and one
person was killed in the grenade
attack. Neelam Cinema contin-
ued to screen films till 2010, but
eventually downed shutters
owing to dwindling audience
numbers.

130 Bengal labourers back from Valley: ‘Here
we earn less, don’t know what to do now’

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 4

MORE THAN 130 labourers from
West Bengal, who had been work-
ing in Kashmir, arrived in Kolkata
on Monday with government of-
ficials and a police team. The
Trinamool Congress government
had decided to bring home all
labourers from the state after mil-
itants killed five Bengal labourers
in Kulgam on October 29.

Now that they are back, an
uncertainty regarding employ-
ment is staring the labourers in
the face.

“lamalandlesslabourer,” said
59-year-old Lutfur Sheikh, a resi-
dent of Kaliachak in Malda district.
“I went to Kashmir to earn some
money but failed. What will do
now? All the money I had is gone.
If the government does some-
thing for us, we will be grateful.”

Labourers after arriving in Kolkata on Monday. Partha Paul

Among the 138 labourers,
who returned on Jammu-Kolkata
Express, five are from Assam. Of
the 133 labourers from Bengal, 112
are from South Dinajpur, followed
by Birbhum (8), North Dinajpur
(6), twoeach from North 24 Parga-
nas, Jalpaiguri and Coochbehar
and one from Malda. Most of
them worked in Srinagar and in

adjoining areas where they made
wooden boxes for packing apples.

“Iwent to Kashmir for the first
time in 2004. Kashmir’s environ-
ment was then much more work-
friendly. Even last year, the envi-
ronment was good. But after the
government scrapped the special
status, the situation changed,” said
Dipankar Biswas (39), a resident

Bangaon in North 24 Parganas.

Ibrahim Sheikh (28), who hails
from Nayagram in Birbhum, said
the Kulgam killings scared him.
“My relatives were very scared.
They repeatedly told to come
back.So,Icame.NowIdon’t know
what [ will do. I used to earn aro-
und Rs 20,000 a month working
inapaddy field in Baramulla. Here
we can earn very less. We don’t
know, what to do now,” he said.

Mohammed Mustafur (36),
Nurshed Ali(32)and Rabiul Hoss-
ain(22)from South Dinajpur went
to Kashmir just before the killings.

They said they had worked
there for 2-3 days but didn’t earn
anything. They added that they
had spend a lot of money to go to
the Valley and have no money
left now.

Farooq Hussain (19) from
Kushmandiin South Dinajpur had
the same experience. “We are
now basically penniless,” he said.

SC on pollution:
Worsethan

Emergency

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

OBSERVING THAT what was hap-
pening “cannotoccurinacivilised
country” and that “we are making
a mockery of everything”, the
Supreme Court Monday issued a
number of directives to curb pol-
lution in Delhi, including strict
curbs with stringent fines on stub-
ble-burning in neighbouring
states and construction activity in
the National Capital Region.

“This is worse than
Emergency. That Emergency was
better than this Emergency,” the
court said in an apparent refer-
ence to the state of Emergency
that was imposed in 1975.

Lashing out at state govern-
ments for failing to stop stubble
burning, and ordering urgent
steps, the court directed the Chief
Secretaries of Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh to appear be-
fore it on November 6.

The court also ordered a stop
to construction and development
activity in Delhi and the National
Capital Region, and ordered afine
of Rs 1 lakh each for violators.

Justice Arun Mishra, who was
heading a two-judge bench also
comprising Justice Deepak Gupta,
said: “Who is responsible? The
state governments are responsi-
ble. They are only interested in
electioneering. They are allowing
people in neighbouring places to
die. They have to be actionable in
tort (a civil misdeed that requires
compensation).”

Describing the situation as a
“shocking state of affairs” and
“blatant violation of Article 21
(right to life)”, the bench directed
the Chief Secretaries as well as
District Collectors, Tehsildars and
police stations concerned “to en-
sure that notevenasingle incident
of stubble burning take place
henceforth”.

The bench asked various task
forces set up by state governments
to meet on Monday itself and
communicate the steps taken to
the court. “No farmer can be said
to have the right to burn stubble
because they don’t have the time
before sowing the next crop to

wait and turn it into manure...
Maybe, it's their compulsion. But
they can’t create tort. It’s violation
of Article 21 rights. They are telling
others that they can die...So we
have no sympathy for them,” said
Justice Mishra.

The court warned thatif there
was any violation of the ban, the
violator and officials from Chief
Secretary to Gram Pradhanwill be
held responsible. It also asked the
states to explain why they should
notbe asked to pay compensation
for having “totally failed” to curb
stubble burning,

It asked the central and Delhi
governments to “workin tandem”
on a “war footing” to ensure that
there is no burning of garbage,
which was also contributing to air
pollution — and ordered a fine of
Rs 5,000 each on violators.

The court directed that water
be sprinkled on dusty roads and
said the pressure at which this
should be done will be prescribed
by experts of the Indian Institute
of Technology so that the dust is
suppressed.

The bench also sought to ex-
plore the possibility of cloud seed-
ing but dropped the idea after an
IIT expert, who had been sum-
moned, said it would not be fea-
sible as the area involved was
“vast”. The court asked the state
task forces and officials of the
Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA) tomeet and de-
cide Monday whether to tem-
porarily disallow diesel trucks in
Delhi. It asked the states to ensure
that power cuts were not rampant
so that people are not forced to use
diesel generators.

The bench said the situation
repeats every year as the state
governments, the corporations of
Delhi and various civic bodies “are
not performing the duties en-
joined on them” despite various
orders.

Justice Mishra said the Air
Quality Index was 500 eveninside
bedrooms in Delhi and there were
reports that people were being
advised not to return to Delhi.
“There cannot be largescale evac-
uation from Delhi. People have to
work in Delhi,” the court said.

Bihar bans commercial
vehicles older than 15 yrs

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 4

ALARMED BY rising air pollution
levels, the Nitish Kumar govern-
ment on Monday decided to ban
operation of commercial and gov-
ernment vehicles older than 15
years in Bihar. Private vehicles
older than 15 years would have to
produce fresh fitness certificates.
The state government has also de-
cided not to give subsidy to farm-
ers found burning stubble.

The decision came during a
review meeting and after the
state government assessed pol-
lution levels of Patna, Gaya and
Muzaffarpur, which are among
the 102 Non-Attainment cities
of the country for poor air qual-
ity index.

The state government has also
decided to set up a state-level
committee chaired by the princi-
pal secretary, environment, forest
and climate change department.
The Chief secretary will monitor
pollution control measures and
their implementation.

The Chief Minister said at the
meeting, “Rising pollution levelis
amatter of serious concern for the
country. Bihar has also started fac-
ing it. Commercial and govern-
mentvehiclesolder than 15 years
would not be allowed to ply and
private vehicles older than 15
years would have to produce fresh
fitness certificates.”

In 2016, National Green Tribu-
nal had ordered deregistration of
10 to 15-year-old diesel vehicles
inthe national capital ina phased
manner;, citing the toxic emissions.

Guard of honour for J&K
L-G on civil secretariat
reopening in Jammu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 4

GIRISH CHANDRA Murmu,
Lieutenant Governor of Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,
was accorded a ceremonial
guard of honour here on
Monday on the reopening of the
civil secretariat and other durbar
move offices after six months.

After having functioned for the
summer, the offices in Srinagar
had closed on October 25.

At the civil secretariat,
Murmu was received by Chief
Secretary BV R Subrahmanyam,
Director General of Police Dilbag
Singh, administrative secretaries
and officers and employees. He
held a meeting with administra-
tive secretaries and discussed
administrative issues.

J&K L-G G CMurmu inspects
the guard of honour. AP

In another meeting, the L-G
interacted with officers of the
civil secretariatin an open house
and sought suggestions to im-
prove the quality of work. He re-
iterated the government’s re-
solve to work towards ensuring
good governance.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 53,2019

Woman tehsildar burnt
alive in office in Telangana
over suspected land row

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 4

A tehsildar in Telangana’s
Abdullapurmet was allegedly
burnt alive by aman in her office
in broad daylight on Monday
over a land dispute, police and
revenue officials said.

Tehsildar Vijaya Reddy, in her
mid 30s, died on the spotand two
other staff, an attendant and a
driver, were injured while trying
to rescue her, Rachakonda Police
Commissioner Mahesh M
Bhagwat said, adding that the as-
sailant suffered burns in the attack.

The man tried to escape but
collapsed after running some
distance from the office and was
taken into custody and hospi-
talised in a serious condition.

The incident triggered
protests by revenue department
employees across Telangana,
while political leaders con-
demned it.

Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao expressed
deep sorrow over the tehsildar's
death.

He spoke to police officials
concerned after being informed
of the incident, instructed them
to book the culprit and take
stringent action against him, an
official release quoted Rao as
having said.

The incident happened
around 1.30 pm when K Suresh,
alocal resident who came to the

Abdullapurmet tehsildar
Vijaya Reddy. P11

office onabike, poured petrol on
her and set her afire using a
lighter.

According to preliminary in-
formation, he was involved in a
land dispute and approached the
tehsildar over the matter, the
commissioner said without
elaborating.

Some time after he entered
the tehsildar's chamber, there
were cries following which
Vijaya's attendant and driver
rushed there.

“..but she came and col-
lapsed outside her chamber en-
gulfed in flames. The driver and
attendant tried to extinguish the
fire in vain and she died on the
spot,” Bhagwat said.

Both suffered serious burns
in the process and were admit-
ted to a hospital.

“The man is in our custody.
He has suffered 50-60 per cent
burns,” he added.

Vijaya Reddy, a 2009 group-II
officer, is survived by her hus-
band and two children.

SC to consider issue of denial
of bail due to pending appeals

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

SHOULD ACCUSED persons be
denied bail because High Courts,
being overburdened, are not
able to speedily dispose of their
appeals? Abench of Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
Surya Kant decided to consider
this while hearing the plea of
one Khursheed Ahmad, who has
been in jail for three years, and
contended that his matter was
not likely to be taken up by the
Allahabad HC anywhere in the
near future.

The bench asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta to assist
it “in evolving, if possible, solu-

tions to the problem”.

Ahmad, who was convicted
in a murder case, had ap-
proached the Supreme Court
against a HC order denying him
bail on the ground that his ap-
peal against conviction was
pending before it.

Appearing for him, senior ad-
vocate Devadatt Kamat said the
HC was not likely to take up the
matter anytime soon unless an
order for expeditious hearing
was passed.

The SC, however, said “no or-
der of expeditious hearing ought
to be passed by any court with-
out good and cogent grounds as
the same may affect other liti-
gants whose appeals are simi-
larly pending”.
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SC slams Chhattisgarh govt over
phone-tapping: No privacy left

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

TAKING SERIOUS note of
charges that Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment had tapped phones of
asenior IPS officer, who had un-
earthed certain high-profile
scams in the state, and his fam-
ily members, the Supreme Court
on Monday asked the state ad-
ministration to file an affidavit
explaining who had ordered
this, and why.

“What is the need to do like
this? No privacy is left for any-
body. What is happening in this
country.... Can privacy of some-
body be violated like this? Who
ordered this?” remarked a
bench of Justices Arun Mishra
and Indira Banerjee, hearing the
plea by IPS officer Mukesh
Gupta.

The court also stayed an FIR
registered on charges of intimi-
dation against advocate Ravi
Sharma, who is representing
Gupta.

Appearing for Gupta, senior
advocate Mahesh Jethmalani
and advocate Pulkit Tare told the
bench that the FIR was lodged
against Sharma for sending a
WhatsApp message to an offi-
cial conveying the court’s earlier
interim order, restraining the
state police from taking any co-
ercive steps against Gupta.

The court also stayed
an FIR registered on
charges of intimidation
against advocate Ravi
Sharma, who is
representing IPS officer
Mukesh Gupta

The bench stated: “A lawyer
has aright torepresentaclient....
Even if lawyer has sent a mes-
sage, is thatreason toregister an
FIR against a lawyer?”

The bench ordered that
Chattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s name be
struck off from the memo of par-
ties, stating that the matter
should not be politicised.

Guptahad named Baghelasa
party in his petition, accusing the
administration under the CM of
hounding him and his family.

Gupta had approached the
court seeking transfer of the
probe into three FIRs, filed by the
state police against him, to the
CBL

In an interim order on
September 2, the court had
stayed the FIRs and issued notice
to the state and Baghel.

Gupta’s plea to the court
stated that as director-general of
the state’s Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) and Anti-

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL
BENCH AT NEW DELHI
COMPANY APPLICATION (CAA) NO. 150/ND OF 2019
(under Sections 230 to 232 of the Companies Act 2013)
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES ACT 2013

IN THE MATTER OF:

AND

SCHEME OF AMALGAMATION BETWEEN SANDARBH FOODS PRIVATE
LIMITED AND DHARAMPAL SATYAPAL LIMITED AND THEIR RESPECTIVE

SHAREHOLDERS AND CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF:

SANDARBH FOODS
U15122DL2005PTC142933,

company incorporated under the Companies Act,

PRIVATE

1956, having its registered office at 98, Okhla Industrial

Estate, Phase- Ill, New Delhi-110020.

DHARAMPAL SATYAPAL
U52110DL1989PLC0O38613,

company incorporated under the Companies Act,

1956, having its registered office at 98, Okhla Industrial

Estate, Phase- Ill, New Delhi-110020.

AND IN THE MATTER OF:

DHARAMPAL SATYAPAL
U52110DL1989PLC0O38613,

AND
LIMITED, CIN APPLICANT/
PAN AAJCS4985Q, a AMALGAMATING
COMPANY
LIMITED, CIN. APPLICANT/
PAN AAACDO132H, a AMALGAMATED
COMPANY
LIMITED, CIN. APPLICANT/
PAN AAACDO132H, a AMALGAMATED
COMPANY

company incorporated under the Companies Act,

1956, having its registered office at 98, Okhla Industrial

Estate, Phase- Ill, New Delhi-110020.

ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE OF MEETING
NOTICE CONVENING MEETING OF THE UNSECURED CREDITORS OF

DHARAMPAL SATYAPAL LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to Order dated 1% November, 2019
of the National Company Law Tribunal, Bench at New Delhi (“Order”),
a meeting of the unsecured creditors of the Applicant/Amalgamated
Company shall be held at Hotel Holiday Inn, 13A, Mayur Vihar, District
Centre, Delhi-110091, India on Friday, the 6" day of December 2019 at 2.00
PM, to consider, and if thought fit, approve with or without modification,
the Scheme of Amalgamation proposed between Sandarbh Foods Private
Limited and Dharampal Satyapal Limited and their respective shareholders

and creditors (“Scheme”).

In pursuance of the said Order, further notice is hereby given that the
meeting of unsecured creditors as stated above and directed by the Hon’ble
National Company Law Tribunal, Bench at New Delhi shall be held at the
venue, day, date and time as set out hereinabove at which time and place the
unsecured creditors are requested to attend.

Copy of the Scheme and the statement under Section 230 of the Companies
Act, 2013 can be obtained free of charge at the Registered Office of the
Applicant/Amalgamated Company at 98, Okhla Industrial Estate, Phase-lll,
New Delhi-110020 or from the office of its Advocate, Shardul Amarchand
Mangaldas & Co., Amarchand Towers, 216, Okhla Industrial Estate, Phase-lll,

New Delhi-110020.

Persons entitled to attend and vote at the meeting, may vote in person or
by proxy, provided that the proxy in the prescribed form is deposited at the
registered office of the Applicant/Amalgamated Company, not later than 48

hours before the time of the meeting.

Form of proxy can also be had at the registered office of the Applicant/

Amalgamated Company.

The Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Bench at New Delhi, has
appointed Ms. Pooja Mahajan, Advocate, failing whom Mr. Divey Kant,
Advocate to be the Alternate Chairperson of the said meeting.

The above Scheme, if approved by the meeting, will be subject to the
subsequent approval by the National Company Law Tribunal, Bench at New

Delhi.
NOTES:

1. The Amalgamated Company will provide the facility of poll for voting

at the venue of the meeting.

2. In accordance with the provisions of Sections 230-232 of the
Companies Act, 2013, the Scheme shall be acted upon if a majority of
persons representing three fourth in value of the unsecured creditors
of the Amalgamated Company, voting in person or by proxy, agree to

the Scheme.

3. The cut-off date for determining the eligibility of the unsecured
creditors for voting at the venue of the meeting is 5th September, 2019.

4, The Notice is available on the Amalgamated Company’s website viz :

www.dsgroup.com.

5. Mr. Ishwar Chandra Mohapatra has been appointed as the Scrutinizer
to conduct the voting at the venue of the meeting in a fair and

transparent manner.

6. The results, together with the Scrutinizer’s Report, will be announced
in terms of the Order of the National Company Law Tribunal, Bench at

New Delhi.

Dated this 1 day of November 2019.
(Chairperson appointed for the meeting)

Place: New Delhi

Sd/-
(Ms. Pooja Mahajan, Advocate)

Corruption Bureau (ACB ), hehad
unearthed two major economic
crimes —- the “Nagrik Aapurti
Nigam (“NAN”) scam” and the
“Alok Agrawal case”.

The NAN scam concerned al-
leged large-scale corruption by
various officers and employees
of the State Civil Supplies
Corporation, while the Agarwal
case relates toalleged corruption
by an executive engineer of the
state Irrigation Department,
which led to the recovery of
more than Rs 9 crore cash from
him.

Jethmalani pointed out that
call intercepts had played a ma-
jorrole in busting both cases, and
that charge-sheets had been
filed and trial is going on in both
cases.

After the change of govern-
ment in the state following the
Assembly polls in December
2018, Gupta was shifted as D-G,
Police Headquarters, “without
any work charge”, the petition
mentioned.

Subsequently, a Special
Investigation Team was consti-
tuted to re-investigate the NAN
scam and two FIRs were lodged
against him and other officersin
this case and the Alok Agarwal
case for allegedly conducting il-
legal phone intercepts.

In the interim, Gupta was

suspended from service and a
third FIR was lodged, accusing
him or committing criminal
breach of trust, fraud and dis-
honestly fabricating documents
to get the property registered il-
legally, the petition stated.

Subsequently, Gupta moved
another application in the case,
stating that after the September
2 order, he and family members
were being harassed by the state
administration. In his applica-
tion, the IPS officer claimed that
Chattisgarh Police had also “at-
tempted to abduct” his driver
from his Delhi residence, but this
did not succeed due to Delhi
Police’s intervention.

The application stated thata
complaint against him in con-
nection with the 2001 case had
already been dismissed by the
Raipur Chief Judicial Magistrate
court, which had called for a po-
lice report and found the charges
“unsubstantiated”.

As part of the “hounding”,
Gupta stated, the state govern-
ment also withdrew his promo-
tion, and that of two other IPS of-
ficers, from D-G rank on
September 24.

Hearing the application on
September 25, the apex court
had restrained Chattisgarh
Police from arresting or “unduly
harassing” Gupta.

OBITUARY

Corps of Signals salutes its following Signallers who left us for
their heavenly abode during the month of Oct2019.
(a) 1C-50546W Col PP Ravindranath
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b) 15665370X Hav Amal Adhikary
) 15702722K Nk Ranjan Kumar Singh
) 15717424L Nk Rajender Kumar
) 15748629F Sigmn Ramroop Singh
15699799Y Sigmn Barappa F Holi
g) 15736132X Sigmn Santosh Gope
h) 15750400F Sigmn Suraj Rajora
) 15733157Y Sigmn Shyamal Kumar Shee

(j) 15754964F Rect Pankaj Kumar Patel

On behalf of the Corps, we sincerely pray to Almighty for
peace to departed souls & strength to the bereaved families

to bear this irreparable loss.

INS: Andhra order to have
‘chilling effect’ on media

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

THE INDIAN Newspaper Society
(INS) has stated that Andhra
Pradesh government’s order
empowering departmental sec-
retaries to institute defamation
cases against the media for pub-
lication of “false, baseless and
defamatory” news items will
have a “chilling effect on the
media” and urged the state gov-
ernment to revisit it.

In an order on October 30,
the Andhra government gave
secretaries of government de-
partments permission to initiate
legal action on publication of
false, baseless and defamatory
news items against the print
media through the public pros-
ecutor.

In a statement on Monday,
the INS said, “While it is the

right of the government to seek
redress for wrong or defama-
tory reportage, giving the bu-
reaucracy such sweeping pow-
ers will have a chilling effect on
the media and vitiate the at-
mosphere in which the Press
should function in a vibrant
democracy.”

The INS asked the govern-
ment to take a relook at the or-
der “so that the rights of the
Press are not circumscribed, and
the media is able to perform its
tasks fearlessly”.

Last week, the Press Council
too expressed concernon the is-
sue. The move has also drawn
criticism from the Oppositionin
the state. TDP chief N Chandr-
ababu Naidu said in a series of
tweets on the day the order was
passed that “the right to ques-
tion, criticise and showcase the
failures of a govt is fundamen-
tal to democracy”.

Court summons Fadnavis

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,NOVEMBER 4

ALOCALJEMC court has issued
summons to Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, asking him
to remain present in the court
on December 4 for hearing in
the case pertaining to his 2014
poll affidavit, which has been

re-registered following a
Supreme Court directive on
October 1.

The SC had ordered a fresh
trial in the case on a petition by
Nagpur-based lawyer Satish
Uke, who had argued that
Fadnavis had failed to mention
two criminal cases in his 2014 af-
fidavit and hence his election be
declared invalid.

Notice under section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions
Act. 1993 read with Rule 12&13 ofthe Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

OA. 800/2019/DRT-1II
PUNJAB & SIND BANK

MRS. RAJ BALA BHARDWAJ & ORS.

APPLICANT

VERSUS
DEFENDANTS

To, D-1 Mrs. Rajbala Bhardwaj W/o Sh. Raj Mohan Bhardwaj, R/o SK-3, Sindhara Kalan,
Gulabi, Delhi Also At : 100, Kucha Natwan, Chandni Chowk, Delhi-110006 Also At : House
No. 1969, Neel Wali Gali, Arya Samaj Gali, Sita Ram Bazar, Chawri Bazaar, Delhi-110006
Also At : 1/5057, Third Floor, Plot No. B5, 6 and 7, Old No. 1469, Gali No. 3, Sikardarpur,

Balbir Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi

D-2 Mr. Raj Mohan Bhardwaj S/o Sh. Chander Mohan Bhardwaj, R/o SK-3, Sindhara Kalan,
Gulabi, Delhi Also At : 100, Kucha Natwan, Chandni Chowk, Delhi-110006 Also At : House
No. 1969, Neel Wali Gali, Arya Samaj Gali, Sita Ram Bazar, Chawri Bazaar, Delhi-110006
Also At : 1/5057, Third Floor, Plot No. B5, 6 and 7, Old No. 1469, Gali No. 3, Sikardarpur,

Balbir Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi

D-3 Mr. Ashu Sharma S/o Sh. Pramod Kumar Sharma, R/o 1/11137, Street No. 10, Subhash
Park, Shahdara, Delhi Also At : 1/9567, Gali No. 3, Pratapura, Shahdara, Delhi-110032,
AlsoAt: 1/9567, Gali No. 3, Pratapura, Shahdara, Delhi-110032

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it
has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in
ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make
appearancein this Tribunal 21.11.2019 At10.30A.M.

Take Notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this
Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 15th day of Oct., 2019.

By order of the Tribunal

Assistant Registrar, DRT-lIl, New Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY OF DELHI

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL

WELFARE

GLNS Complex, Firozshah Kotla
Delhi Gate, New Delhi

Inviting applications/nominations for State Award for
Exceptional Achievers among Persons with Disabilities
for being honoured on International Day for Persons with
Disabilities’2019

The Department

of Social

Welfare,

GNCT of

Delhi invites

applications/nominations for exceptional achievers among persons with
disabilities being residents of Delhi for honouring them on International
Day for Persons with Disabilities 2019. The categories under which
the awards would be given are as mentioned below:

(a) Best Employee/Self-Employed/Entrepreneur (One male/ female)

(b)
(c)

(d)

male/female)
Application/Nomination format for each of the above mentioned
categories can be downloaded from the department website i.e.
www.soclalwelfare.delhigovt.nic.in.
Individuals who had received any of the above mentioned state awards
In the past years are not eligible to apply.
The individual may apply on his own or may be nominated by an eminent
person working in the field of welfare of persons with disabilities.
Complete application/Nomination should be submitted to the concerned
District Social Welfare Officer (DSWO) by 15.11.2019 by 5.00 pm. List
of addresses of concerned District Social Welfare Officers (DSWO) can
be seen in the department website. Applications/Nominations would not
be received after last date or incomplete application/nominations are
liable to be summarily rejected.

DIP/Shabdarth/0926/19-20

Best Sports person (One male/female)
Best Creative person in the field of Dance/Drama/Music/Painting
& Writing. (One male/ female)

Best Individual working in the field of Social Work Initiative (One

Dy. Director (PwD)
Department of Social Welfare
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Dalit youth ‘stripped,
assaulted’ after

altercation with eatery
owner in Ahmedabad

VAIBHAV JHA
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 4

A 30-YEAR-OLD Dalit youth was
allegedly stripped and flogged,
while two of his colleagues were
also assaulted by a group of peo-
ple at a roadside eatery in
Sabarmati Toll Naka area of
Ahmedabad on Sunday night.
The owner of the eatery, Mahesh
Thakore, has been arrested,
police said.

Apurported video of the inci-
dent emerged on Monday.

Inthe video, Pragnesh Parmar;,
aresident of Ahmedabad, is seen
being stripped and then beaten
with sticks and iron rods, by a
group of persons, including
Thakore.

The accused have been
booked for attempted murder
and under sections of the
Scheduled Castes and Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

According to the police, the in-
cident occurred around 7.30 pm
Sunday when Pragnesh, and his
colleagues, Jayesh and Grinesh,
arrived at the restaurant to have
dinner.

Jayesh and Grinesh, who were
also assaulted by the group, fled
from the spot. Parmar was admit-
ted to the Civil Hospital late
Sunday night in a critical condi-
tion by 108 helpline team. His
condition on Monday was re-
ported as stable.

“The victim, along with his
colleagues, had come to the
eatery to have dinner. An argu-
ment ensued between the
owner and Pragnesh after which,
the former along with a few oth-
ers, started beating them with
sticks. The victim claimed that the
accused also hurled casteist

abuses at him. An FIR has been
filed under the Indian Penal Code
section 307 for attempt to mur-
der and SC/ST Act against Mahesh
Thakore and Shankar Thakore.
We have arrested Mahesh, who
is the owner of the eatery, while
the other accused will be arrested
soon,” said R H Vala, in charge,
Sabarmati police station.

Doctors at the Civil Hospital
said the victim had multiple frac-
tures in both legs and needed 20
stitches on his head and four
stitches on his left hand.

“The patient is in stable con-
dition right now. He will be un-
dergoing surgery tomorrow
(Tuesday),” said a doctor.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Parmar said a scuffle
broke out when he accidentally
kicked a few used dishes. “I was
resting my legs on another chair
when a few dishes kept on an-
other chair fell on the ground af-
ter I accidentally kicked them.
Mahesh hurled abuses at me
upon seeing that. When I
protested, he, along with his ac-
complices, started beating me
with sticks and iron rods. They
ripped off my shirt and also
hurled casteistabuses at me,” said
Parmar.

Parmar’s told The Indian
Express his brother was targeted
due to his caste. “...Even in the
video, one can see that the perpe-
trators are beating him, while
hurling casteist abuses,” he said.

Taking cognisance of the inci-
dent, Vadgam MLA Jignesh
Mevani said that if all the perpe-
trators of the attack are not ar-
rested within 24 hours, Dalit ac-
tivists will call for a bandh in
Ahmedabad. “We cannot let the
culture of mob lynching take over
Gujarat. In the past six months,

there have been 12-13 murders
of Dalitsin the state and neither
the state Home Minister nor
the DGP is seen condemning
these incidents,” said Mevani.

Purvanchal Vidyut
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-221004 Website:
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Varanasi

Section 144 in Daman
after residents protest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT,NOVEMBER 4

A BANDH-LIKE situation pre-
vailed in Daman on Monday, a
day after people came out on the
streets to protest the demolition
of their homes on November 1
by the administration of the
Union territory of Daman and
Collector Rakesh Minhas im-
posed prohibitory orders.

Government schools that
were closed for Diwali vacations
were turned into temporary de-
tention centres by two succes-
sive notifications by the
Collector. The collector refused
to meet a group of people, in-
cluding six BJP councillors of the
Daman Municipal Corporation,
who had come to make repre-
sentations on the issue.

On November 1, the Daman
district administration razed
around 90 houses that were ille-
gally constructed on government
land on the stretch between
Lighthouse road and Jampore
beachin Daman. Amajority of the
residents are fishermen.

BJP MP of Daman-Diu, Lalu
Patel, wrote to Minhas requesting
that the people “be restored their
homes at the very sites they were
razed,on humanitarian grounds”.

Residents protest at Ram Setu area of Daman. Express

Minhas said the affected families
should approach the Collector's
office and apply for ahouse under
Pradhan Mantri Jan Awaas Yojana
(PMJAY). The protests continued
through November 2 and 3.

Minhas issued a notification
on Sunday, enforcing section 144
of the CrPC. He also issued an-
other notification on Sunday de-
claring the Government High
School at Bhimpore in Nani
Daman and Government High
School at Zari, in Moti Daman as
“temporary jails withimmediate
effect till further orders”.

“We removed 90 houses that
were built illegally... Those who
lost their houses can apply for
houses at the Collectors office un-
der PMJAY. We will also arrange
for the cheapestloans to the ben-

Pehlu lynching: Action
initiated against 4 cops

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 4

THERAJASTHAN government has
initiated action against four police
officers involved in the investiga-
tioninto the Pehlu Khanlynching
case, police said Monday.

“Based on the report of the
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
in the Pehlu case, the
Vigilance Branch has
initiated action
against four police of-
ficers who were asso-
ciated with the inves-
tigation into the
case,” B L Soni,
Additional Director
General, CID CB, told
The Indian Express.

The investigation
was initially con-
ducted by Behror po-
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ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 502/2019-20

Particulars

1. Supply of ISI Marked Alumina Ferric Grade-1V (IS:
299: 2012) with amendment no. | fifth revision for
treatment of Raw water at various water treatment
plants of DJB. Re invited

lice station SHO Ramesh Chand
Sinsinwar. Subsequently, it was
transferred to Behror Circle
Officer Parmal Singh and then to
Ramswaroop Sharma,
Additional SP of Kotputli, which
is under Jaipur Rural limits and
adjacent to Behror.

Later, Additional SP, CB CID,
Govind Detha also investigated
the case.

The four officers now face ac-
tion by the SIT, which was con-
stituted by the Ashok Gehlot
government after six accused in
the lynching case were acquit-
ted by an Alwar court.

According to officials, there
were lapses on the part of
Sinsinwar — now retired — and
Singh in the investigation into
the lynching case. Sharma and
Detha “did not rectify the errors”
made by Sinsinwar and Singh,
the officers said.

eficiaries... There are some houses
under PMJAY ready for which the
affected families would be consid-
ered on priority,” said Minhas ata
press conference on Monday.

Pointing out that on Monday
the situation was normal, Minhas
said, “We request the shop keep-
ers and traders of Daman to keep
their business establishments
open. We want the residents en-
gage in their daily routine activi-
ties and maintain a peaceful at-
mosphere. If normalcy continues
for afew more days, we will with-
draw CrPC 144.”

However, protests continued
on Monday. Around 40 people,
including women, were detained
in the two temporary detention
centres but were let off in the
evening,

Stuck in borewell
for 18 hours,
5-yr-old girl dies

Chandigarh: Rescuers Monday
pulled out the body of afive-year-
old girl more than 18 hours after
she fell into a 50-feet-deep
borewell at village Harsinghpura
village in Haryana’s Karnal district.

After being pulled out of the
borewell by the NDRF teams, the
girl, Shivani, was rushed to the
hospital, where she was de-
clared her dead on arrival.

The girl reportedly fell in the
borewell, belonging to her fam-
ily, while playing in the fields on
Sunday in Gharaunda area, SHO
of Gharaunda police station,
Inspector Sachin said. Shivani
lived with her family in a house
builtin their fields. The borewell
was adjacent to the house.

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar took to Twitter to ex-
press his condolences on the
child’s death. ENS

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E&M)III
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CM DEFENDS ARRESTS UNDER UAPA

Pinarayi: Maoists are

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 4

EVEN AS pressure mounts from
the Opposition, and within sec-
tions of his own party, the CPI(M),
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Monday defended the
recent police actions against sus-
pected Maoists, and said that
Maoists should not be portrayed
asinnocent “lambs”.

Killing of four suspected
Maoists at Attappadi forest, and
subsequent arrest of two CPI(M)
workers under UAPA, the strin-
gent anti-terror law, has evoked
widespread protest against the
police department, which comes
under the Home ministry, han-
dled by Vijayan.

Justifying the arrest of the two
youths from Kozhikode, Vijayan
told the Assembly on Monday
that the police have evidence
against them. “The police had re-
covered pro-Maoist leaflets and
books from houses of the arrested.
When the police were examining
the house of one of the arrested
persons, Thaha Fazil, he had raised
pro-Maoist slogans. So the police
charged them under UAPA sec-
tions,” Vijayan said, adding that
his government will not allow
misuse of the stringent anti-ter-

Pinarayi Vijayan

ror law. Soon after Vijayan’s ad-
dress to the Assembly, the police
released a video, shot during the
raid at Thaha's house, which pur-
portedly shows him shouting pro-
Maoist slogans and protesting
killings of Maoists in Palakkad last
week.

Referring to protests by
Opposition Congress-led UDF,
Vijayan said, “They (suspects) did
not come to surrender; instead,
they fired at the police. It is shock-
ing that Congress leaders are justi-
fying the (acts of) Maoists. Maoists
have killed hundreds of CRPFmen
across the country...don’t make
them holy souls.”

Vijayan said the CPI(M)-led
LDF government under him had
quashed UAPA charges in six cases
—allof themregistered under the
previous Congress-led govern-
ment. In nine other cases regis-
tered during the same period, the
present government has not given

not innocent lambs

sanction for prosecution and in-
stead directed for further investi-
gation, he said.

On Monday, the arrested duo
moved bail applications atamag-
istrate courtin Kozhikode, where
the prosecution pointed out that
they had been booked under
UAPA. The court will take up their
bail pleas on Wednesday.

Asked about the case, B G
Harindranath, who was Kerala’s
Law Secretary until three months
ago, said religious fundamental-
ists in the state often operate un-
der the guise of Maoists. “From
my experience,l cansay thereisa
link between religious fundamen-
talists and Maoists in Kerala. Due
to the strong Left orientation,
Maoism has gota certainamount
of respectability in the state.
(Religious) extremists make use
of this aspect and operate under
the cover of Maoism,”
Harindranath said.

Harindranath, who was also
chairman of the authority to re-
view UAPA case, said the law can
be invoked against a person only
if he is a member or is found ac-
tively participating in propaganda
of any banned organisation under
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act. “There are several serious
cases, but the police (sometimes)
charge UAPA on flimsy grounds
also,” he said.

In 3 cases, HC quashed UAPA
over delay in nod for prosecution

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 4

WHILE UAPA charges against two
Maoist suspects is emerging as a
major debate in the state, Kerala
HC had recently quashed UAPA
charges against R Roopesh, a
prominent Maoist, in three cases
following a delay in decision on
prosecution sanctions.

Arrested in 2015, Roopesh
faces 23 cases under UAPA in
Kerala. His wife, Shyna, faces
seven such cases.

Quashing UAPA charges in
three cases against Roopesh,
Justice Raja Vijayaraghavan had
stated that sanction accorded to
prosecute the petitioner was vi-
tiated for non-compliance with

mandatory provisions in UAP Act
that deal with a certain time-limit
while considering the proposal
for prosecution sanction.

Once the police give the pro-
posal to the sanctioning author-
ity, a final decision from the au-
thority should come within 14
working days.

The three UAPA cases against
Roopesh and others had been
registered in 2013 and 2014, but
the proposal for sanction in these
cases reached the authority for
reviewing UAPA cases after years
— in September-October 2017.
The committee looked into the
proposal and granted sanction to
prosecute Roopesh under UAPA
in February 2018.

A source at the Director-
General of Prosecutions said:
“The delay happened at both the

Home department and at the
sanctioning authority. Once the
proposal reaches the Home de-
partment, it should be moved to
the authority within seven days,
and the authority should accord
sanction (or decide otherwise)in
another seven days.”

Even a day’s delay is “against
stipulations under the UAPA, and
can vitiate the proceedings”, the
source said.

Shyna, whois onbail, said her
husband is facing 43 cases in
Kerala and Karnataka. “Fifteen
such cases are related to getting
SIM card using fabricated docu-
ments. Police slapped UAPA sec-
tionsinsuch cases.lam facing 17
cases, seven of them in Kerala.
These are all frivolous cases...po-
lice charged us under UAPA...” she
said.

UP: Four get life term for
killing SP MLA in 1996

MANISH SAHU

LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 4

FORMER BJP MLA Udaybhan
Karwariya, his two brothers
Surajbhanand Kapilmuni,and
their uncleRam Chandraalias
Kallu were sentenced to life
imprisonment by a sessions
courtin Prayagraj on Monday
for the murder of then
Party MLA

Samajwadi
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Jawahar Yadav alias Jawahar
Panditin 1996.

While Surajbhan is a for-
mer BSP MLC, Kapilmuni is a
former BSP MP. Udhaybhan’s
wife, Neelam is the BJP MLA
from Meja Assembly seat in
Prayagraj. The four were con-
victed last Thursday.

Jawahar Pandit was shotin
Civil Lines area of Allahabad.

“On Monday;, all the con-
victs were brought to the
court. Additional District
and Sessions Judge Badri
Vishal Pandey sentenced

them to life imprisonment. A
fine of total Rs 7.2 lakh has also
been imposed on them,” said
government counsel Gulab
Chand Agrahari.

The court had held the four
guilty on Thursday of charges
including rioting, murder and
attempt to murder, and had
slated pronouncement of sen-
tence for November 4.

When contacted, Jawahar
Yadav’s wife, former MLA
Vijma Yadav, said, “I am not
fully satisfied with the judg-
ment as [ had wanted capital

punishment forall the
accused. If needed, I
will move a higher
court.”

Defence counsel
Sheetla Prasad Mishra
said, “We will file an
appeal against
Monday’s judgment.”

According to the
chargesheet, Jawahar
Yadav was travelling
in a car along with his
associates when a
group of assailants
waylaid his vehicle
and fired indiscrimi-
nately using A-K47in
Civil Lines area. Yadav
was then MLA from
Jhunsi assembly con-
stituency in
Allahabad. Two oth-
ers,were also killed.
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TELLING NUMBERS

From four unlikely sources, a
gush of crude may be on way

DRIVING NEW PRODUCTION
+1.0 Year-over-year net change in millions of barrels a day
Projections
+0.8 Crude oil production growth .
Guyana
+0.6
Norway
+0.4
Brazil
+0.2
Canada
0
Net change
-0.2 for the four
countries
"10 12 14 "16 18 20 21

Source: IHS Markit Via The New York Times

AMONG THE reasons why Saudi
Aramco has pushed ahead with what
could be the world’s largest initial
stock offering ever, is an impending
flood thatis likely to hit global oil mar-
kets over the next couple of years.
The looming boom in production,
which will likely push down prices and
bring relief to oil importers like India,
will come from unexpected quarters
— Brazil, Canada, Norway, and Guyana,
The New York Times reported.
Together, these countries could add
nearly a million barrels per day (bpd) to
the market in 2020, and nearly a mil-
lion more in 2021. The current world
crude output is about 80 million bpd.
NORWAY: Norway'’s rebound
from 19 years of decline began a few
weeks ago as Equinor ASA began pro-
duction at its Johan Sverdrup deep-
water field in the North Sea. The oil-
field, which is estimated to hold
between 1.9 billion barrels and 3 bil-
lion barrels, will eventually produce
440,000 bpd, lifting Norway’s output
from 1.3 million bpd to 1.6 million bpd

next year,and 1.8 million bpd in 2021.

BRAZIL: In Brazil, after years of
scandal and delays, new offshore pro-
duction platforms are coming online.
Production has climbed over the last
year by 300,000 bpd, and the country
is expected to add another 460,000
bpd by the end of 2021. Brazil’s gov-
ernment will soon hold a major auc-
tion for offshore drilling rights.

CANADA: Work on the 1,000-mile
Line 3 pipeline that will carry oil from
Canada’s Alberta fields to the
American city of Superior in the bor-
der state of Wisconsin, is nearing
completion. The pipeline could in-
crease Canada’s oil production by
about 10%, or half a million bpd.

GUYANA: The most striking change
is likely to be in Guyana, a small country
on the northern tip of South America.
ExxonMobil has made a string of major
discoveries over the last four years here.
Production will reach 120,000 bpd early
next year, and is likely rise to at least
750,000 bpd by 2025.

THENEW YORKTIMES

THIS WORD MEANS
DANAKIL DEPRESSION

Microbes are known to survive almost anywhere.
Scientists now believe that this place is an exception

EXTREMOPHILE MICROBES can adapt to
environmental conditions that are too ex-
treme for everything else. New research,
however, has pointed to a place on Earth
— bubbling pools of water and mounds
of salt covering its landscape — that s too
daunting even for these microorganisms.

The Danakil Depression in northeast-
ern Ethiopia is one of the world’s hottest
places, as well as one of its lowest, at 100
metres below sealevel. At the northernend
of the Great Rift Valley, and separated by
live volcanoes from the Red Sea, the plain
was formed by the evaporation of an in-
land water body. All the water entering
Danakil evaporates, and no streams flow
out fromits extreme environment. It is cov-
ered with more than 10 lakh tonnes of salt.

In 2016, scientists ventured here to find
outif anything could survive in such harsh
conditions. At the time, expedition leader
Felipe G6mez from Spain’s Centro de
Astrobiologia said, “Any microorganisms

In northeastern Ethiopia. Wikipedia

living here will be extremophilic microbes
of a major interest to astrobiologists.”
Now, a new study published in Nature
Ecology & Evolution on October 28, says
that active and naturally occurring life
cannot be sustained at Danakil. It identi-
fies two barriers: magnesium-dominated
brines that cause cells to break down; and
an environment having simultaneously
very low pH and high salt,a combination
that makes adaptation highly difficult.
OM MARATHE
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

CEP: Why India has said no

India believes that the trade deal doesn’t provide adequate protection against possible surges of imported
goods. In particular, India is concerned about cheap Chinese goods flooding the domestic market

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with other leaders at the 3rd RCEP Summit in Bangkok on Monday. P11

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

ON MONDAY, India decided to hold off on
signing the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) until “signifi-
cant outstanding issues” were resolved, even
as all other 15 countries involved in the nego-
tiations stated that they were ready to sign
the mega trade deal in 2020.

Unsatisfactory negotiations pertaining
to India’s trade with China — India has an
over $50 billion trade deficit — is one of the
major reasons for New Delhi not joining in
at this stage.

What is the RCEP?

The Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) is a trade deal that was
being negotiated between 16 countries. They
include the 10 Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) members (Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam) and the six countries
with which the bloc has free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) —India, Australia, China, Korea,
Japan, and New Zealand.

The purpose of the deal is to create an “in-
tegrated market” spanning all 16 countries.
This means that it would be easier for the
products and services of each of these coun-
tries to be available across the entire region.

The RCEP is billed to be the “largest” re-
gional trading agreement yet — the countries
involved account for almost half of the
world’s population, contribute over a quarter
of world exports, and make up around 30% of
the global Gross Domestic Product (the value
of all goods and services produced in a year).

Negotiations to chart out the details of
this deal have been on since 2013, and all par-
ticipating countries had earlier aimed to fi-
nalise it by November 2019.

So what s the problem?

All the RCEP participating countries, ex-
cept for India, have “concluded” text-based
negotiations for all 20 chapters of the pro-
posed deal, as well as their market access is-
sues — and they are expected to be ready to
ink the pact in 2020.

But India has held back because of “sig-
nificant outstanding issues, which remain
unresolved”.

The dealinits present form does not fully
reflect “the basic spirit and the agreed guid-
ing principles of RCEP”, according to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“When I measure the RCEP Agreement
with respect to the interests of all Indians, I do
not get a positive answer. Therefore, neither
the Talisman of Gandhiji nor my own con-
science permit me to join RCEP,” he said in
his statement at the 3rd RCEP Summit in
Bangkok on Monday.

What are the outstanding issues?

Key issues that have prevented India from
coming on board include “inadequate” pro-
tection against surges in imports. This is ama-
jor concern for India, as its industry has voiced
fears that cheaper products from China would
“flood” the market. India had been seeking
anauto-trigger mechanism that would allow
it to raise tariffs on products in instances
where imports cross a certain threshold.

India has also not received any credible
assurances on its demand for more market
access, and its concerns over non-tariff bar-
riers. RCEP participants like China are known
to have used non-tariff barriers in the past to
prevent India from growing its exports to
the country.

India had also reportedly expressed ap-
prehensions on lowering and eliminating
tariffs on several products from the country.

Its concerns on a “possible circumvention”

ALREADY IN DEFICIT

RCEP Member India’s Trade

Balancein 2018-19
ASEAN - $21.85 billion
China - $53.58 billion
South Korea -$12.05 billion
Japan - $7.91 billion
New Zealand - $0.25 billion
Australia - $9.61 billion

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

of rules of origin — the criteria used to deter-
mine the national source of a product — were
also not addressed. Current provisionsin the
deal reportedly do not prevent countries from
routing, through other countries, products on
which India would maintain higher tariffs.
This is anticipated to allow countries like
China to pump in more products.

The Prime Minister had earlier told The
Bangkok Post in the run-up to the Summit that
India has “long pushed for other countries to
allow greater movement of labour and serv-
ices” in return for opening up its own market.
Concerns over “unsustainable trade deficits”
also needed to be addressed, he had said.

“It needs to be recognised that opening
the vast Indian market must be matched by
openings in some areas where our busi-
nesses can also benefit,” he was quoted as
having said. He added that the country had
put forward “reasonable proposalsina clear
manner”, and was engaged in negotiations
with sincerity.

Despite India already having separate, bi-
lateral FTAs with most RCEP nations, it has
recorded trade deficits with these countries
(see chart above).

During negotiations, it was also not able
to get a favourable outcome on its demands
on the base year that would be used to re-
duce the tariffs on the products that would be
traded as part of the pact.

India had sought to safeguard the inter-

ests of its domestic industry through meas-
ures like seeking a 2014 base year for tariff
reductions instead of 2013, when negotia-
tions on RCEP began, as it has raised import
duties on several products between 2014 and
2019. Using a base year before 2014 would
mean a drastic drop in the import duties on
these products.

What are the concerns of India Inc., the
civil society and the political opposition?

Throughout the RCEP negotiations, sev-
eral sections of the Indian industry have
raised concerns over India signing the deal.
They have argued that some domestic sec-
tors may take a hit due to cheaper alterna-
tives from other participant countries. For in-
stance, the dairy industry was expected to
face stiff competition from Australia and New
Zealand. Similarly, steel and textiles sectors
have also demanded protection.

Given India’s poor past track record with
its existing FTAs, civil society bodies and trade
experts have also raised questions over the
possible gains from an RCEP deal.

In addition to opposition from the Left
parties and the RSS’s Swadeshi Jagran
Manch, members of the previous United
Progressive Alliance government, which had
initiated the RCEP trade talks, also asked the
government to avoid signing it.

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh was re-
ported to have said that the move would be
“suicidal” for India, after the hits to the econ-
omy due to measures like demonetisation
and the implementation of GST.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi on
Saturday said that joining RCEP would deal a
“body blow” to the country’s economy. She
alleged that the economy was “under siege”,
and the government was “under complete
denial”. Sonia predicted that the move would
resultin “untold hardship for farmers, shop-
keepers and small and medium enterprises”.

What does this decision mean for India?
As all other RCEP nations have agreed to
sign the treaty on the terms negotiated, they
willlikely try to persuade India to agree to the
same. It remains to be seen whether those ef-
forts ultimately lead. “All RCEP Participating
Countries will work together to resolve these
outstanding issues in a mutually satisfactory
way. India’s final decision will depend on sat-
isfactory resolution of these issues,” the joint
statement by RCEP members said.

Stack and blueprint; Building digital infra for national health database

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

WITH THE launch last year of Ayushman
Bharat, the world’s largest state-funded
health insurance programme, and the slow
but certain progress towards Universal Health
Coverage (UHC), the challenge of making
quality and affordable healthcare accessible to
every one of India’s 135 crore citizens has ac-
quired an altogether new dimension.
Effective use of technology is critical to
this project — this is where the National
Health Stack and its rulebook of sorts, the
National Digital Health Blueprint, drawn up
by a committee led by the former UIDAI
chairman and Communications and I-T sec-
retary ] Satyanarayana, comes in. The
Committee submitted its final report to
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan last week.

So, what is the National Health Stack
(NHS)?

Unveiled by the NITI Aayog last year,
NHS is digital infrastructure built with the
aim of making the health insurance system
more transparent and robust, while factor-
ing in the uniqueness of India’s health sec-
tor, and the political realities of federalism.
There are five components of NHS:

M An electronic national health registry
that would serve as a single source of health
data for the nation;

M a coverage and claims platform that
would serve as the building blocks for large
health protection schemes, allow for the hor-
izontal and vertical expansion of schemes
like Ayushman Bharat by states, and enable
arobust system of fraud detection;

W a federated personal health records
(PHR) framework that would serve the twin
purposes of access to their own health data
by patients, and the availability of health data
for medical research, which s critical for ad-
vancing the understanding of human health;

M a national health analytics platform
that would provide a holistic view combin-

ing information on multiple health initia-
tives, and feed into smart policymaking, for
instance, through improved predictive an-
alytics; and

m other horizontal components includ-
ing a unique digital health ID, health data
dictionaries and supply chain management
for drugs, payment gateways, etc., shared
across all health programmes.

And what is the National Digital Health
Blueprint (NDHB)?

The NDHB is the architectural document
for the implementation of the NHS. Its vi-
sion is “to create a national digital health
ecosystem that supports universal health
coverage in an efficient, accessible, inclu-
sive, affordable, timely and safe manner,
through provision of a wide range of data,
information, and infrastructure services,
duly leveraging open, interoperable, stan-
dards-based digital systems, and ensuring
the security, confidentiality and privacy of
health-related personal information”.

The key features of the blueprint include
a federated architecture, a set of architec-
tural principles, a five-layered system of ar-
chitectural building blocks, a unique health
ID (UHID), privacy and consent manage-
ment, national portability, electronic health
records, applicable standards and regula-
tions, health analytics and, above all, multi-
ple access channels like call centres, Digital
Health India portal, and the MyHealth app.
Atotal of 23 such building blocks have been
identified in the blueprint for the NHS to
become a viable reality.

NDHB recognises the need to establish a
specialised organisation, called the National
Digital Health Mission (NDHM) that can
drive the implementation of the blueprint,
and promote and facilitate the evolution of
anational digital health ecosystem.

But why is the NHS necessary?

Currently, apart from Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, there
are many secondary and tertiary care

schemes running in the states — such as
Swasthya Sathi in West Bengal, Aarogyasri
in Telangana, Chief Minister’s Compre-
hensive Health Insurance Scheme in Tamil
Nadu, Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Jan Arogya
Yojana in Maharashtra, etc.

West Bengal has opted out of Ayushman
Bharat, and Telangana and Odisha have
never been a part of the scheme.

Also, there is an urgent need for integra-
tion of the two arms of Ayushman Bharat —
health and wellness centres which consti-
tute the primary care arm, and PMJAY,
whichis the secondary and tertiery care arm
under which the target is to provide 10.74
crore families with an annual health cover
of Rs 5 lakh each. Without integration, the
goal of continuum of care cannot be met —
and that would mean PMJAY might end up
becoming a perpetual drain on resources.

Hence, the need for a common digital
language for the operationalisation and in-
ter-operability of various health schemes,
which the NHS seeks to provide.

Is all the data going to be safe/secure?

One of the biggest concerns following
the high-profile rollout of Ayushman Bharat
has been regarding data security and pri-
vacy of patients. The concerns were aggra-
vated after an Assam minister and a senior
official of the National Health Authority
posted patient details on Twitter.

More than a year after the Justice
Srikrishna Committee prepared a draft data
privacy law, there has been little meaning-
ful movement onit. Critics have argued that
in the backdrop of the Supreme Court’s pri-
vacy judgment, the data privacy law should
ideally have preceded the implementation
of Ayushman Bharat.

The NDHB says: “The consent of the citi-
zen plays amajor role in ensuring that collec-
tion of data is done in a manner consistent
with legal rights... It is also important to en-
sure that... the data captured is used and dis-
closed (in an identifiable or anonymised
shape) in a manner appropriate in law and
preserving the citizen-directed constraints.”



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 5,2019

2 FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

EVERYONE’S PROBLEM

Only a broad coalition can beat Delhi’s smog, and a
conversation between city and village is essential for it

ESPITE A LIGHT shower, Delhi is having its breath taken away with air pol-

lution levels at a three-year high. The government’s odd-even traffic-re-

duction scheme has kicked in again, and Opposition leader Vijay Goel has

defied it yet again in symbolic protest, at the trifling political cost of a Rs
4,000 traffic fine. It is precisely the sort of adversarial response that leads nowhere, in an
annual crisis that cannot be defeated without a broad coalition. Elsewhere, a cumulative
tragedy on such a scale, which could be blighting the lives of generations of citizens,
would have seen the birth of a green political party. In Delhi, which goes to the pollsina
few months, politics remains the game of blaming everyone else. The Delhi government
blames neighbouring states for not curbing post-harvest stubble burning, which con-
tributes to the problem, and the Opposition dismisses the government’s odd-even scheme
as a “gimmick”. The pollution crisis results from the convergence of numerous factors —
changing demographics and automobile usage patterns, changing agricultural practices
in the neighbourhood, the rapid growth of concrete jungles, possibly even changing
weather patterns, since the peaks coincide with a spell of windless days. But politically,
posturing has trumped rigorous analysis and modelling, and therefore interventions re-
main contentious.

In the run-up to Delhi polls, can a coalition develop between politics, policy and tech-
nology, underpinned by the public will? Can a conversation develop between the states
involved, and more importantly, between town and country? The issue of stubble burn-
ing is presented as a conflict between runaway urbanisation and stressed agriculture,
between the farmer’s right to make a living and the city-dweller’s right to breathe. The
town could pay for the disposal of the countryside’s stubble, but the deal must be intel-
ligently brokered. Placing legal curbs on stubble-burning in farms and automobile use in
the cities may be parts of a solution, but such standalone interventions are insufficient.
For a united front to develop, the blame game and moralistic point-scoring that we see
every year has to stop.

By all accounts, besides, the public will has not been adequately mobilised. While
concerned citizens and public interest institutions founded the clean air movement, de-
spite the opposition or indifference of industry and government, the crisis at hand must
be faced with a deepening of public involvement. Individual choices contribute to its
making, and habits change only by conviction, not coercion by law and the apparatus of
the state. The scope of the annual crisis must be rethought. This is no longer just Delhi’s
problem. A problem of such magnitude should qualify as a national disaster. It is every-
one’s problem.

DIMAPUR DEADLOCK

Naga talks process needs to be nurtured at all costs. Both
Centre and rebels must respect popular aspirations for peace

HE CEASEFIRE IN Nagaland continues to hold, though the Centre had set

October 31 as the deadline to conclude the peace deal with the NSCN-IM. The

deadline has passed and there is no clarity yet on an accord. However, it is a

welcome sign that all parties involved in the talks seem willing to wait and iron
out the differences that appear to be holding them back from concluding a peace agree-
ment. The talks between the Centre and Naga rebels, primarily the NSCN-IM, have been
held for 22 years and the parties have covered much ground over these years. The Naga
civil society, too, has invested heavily in the peace process and prepared the ground for
anegotiated settlement to what has often been described as India’s longest running in-
surgency. The rebels need to respect this sentiment for peace and the Centre must pro-
vide the negotiating space for the former to satisfy its constituency.

Reports suggest that the deadlock is over the rebels’ demand for a separate flag and
constitution for Nagaland. They hint at the concept of “shared sovereignty” that the NSCN-
IM leadership had talked about soon after it signed the Indo-Naga Framework Agreement
in August 2015. The details of that agreement have not been revealed, but the leeway for
such conceptual innovations may arguably have reduced following the Centre’s actions
in J&K. In August, the Narendra Modi government ended the special status accorded to
J&K, which had allowed the state to have its own flag. While the Naga rebels have climbed
down from their demand for full independence, they have persisted with the demand for
Nagalim, a territorial entity much larger than the present state of Nagaland and which in-
cludes Naga inhabited areas that fall in Manipur, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. This is a
fraught demand that can trigger unrest in Nagaland’s neighbourhood. In fact, non-Naga
populations in the region have warned of action if any attempt is made to redraw the ex-
isting state boundaries.

Both the Centre and the NSCN-IM will have to nuance their positions if a peace agree-
ment is to become a reality. The rebels will have to re-imagine the idea of a Naga nation
and de-link it from territory. The Centre may have to respect the sentiments of political
groups founded on notions of ethnic exclusivity and desist from imposing unitarian no-
tions of nationhood. Peace is precious, it must be protected at all costs.

PICTURE THIS

Climate activists in France are stealing President Macron’s
portraits. He might well overlook such benign protest

HE COURT IN Bourg-en-Bresse, a small township in eastern France, couldn’t

quite figure out how removing portraits of French President Emmanuel

Macron from public offices would “save humanity from ecological disaster”.

The court is not alone. Across France, the judiciary has to decide whether steal-
ing official portraits of the head of state is a crime worthy of prison time, or merely a cre-
ative act of civil disobedience. For once, there may be an easy answer. After all, the coun-
try practically invented the idea of revolution: What is some petty larceny compared to
the guillotine or even May ‘68?

Through 2019, over 130 portraits of Macron have been stolen from town halls. The por-
trait-removers are mostly climate activists, who claim that the president’s likeness is be-
ing removed to draw attention to his hypocrisy: Despite his rhetoric and promises about
moving away from fossil fuels and the dangers of global warming, France is lagging be-
hind inits international commitments in reducing emissions. To win the election, Macron
— arelative novice in French politics — promised a contradiction in terms. A centrist rev-
olution. He wanted to be friendly to business and please workers, fight for climate change
while ensuring no real disruptions to the economy. And now, no one is pleased. When he
tried to introduce a tax on fossil fuels last year, the country erupted with the Yellow Jacket
protests, sometimes violent, in solidarity with the transport industry.

The portrait-thieves seem to have a simple aim. To call their country’s leader to account,
publicly. The trials, which have kept the issue of emissions in the limelight, seem to have
achieved that. Like most public figures, especially politicians, Macron is unlikely to be
happy about the manner of this protest. But considering the severity of the Yellow Jacket
protests, the damage they caused to his image and the amount of political capital he has
already lost, Macron might well overlook this benign form of civil disobedience.

12 THEEDITORIAL PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
WATER AND AIR, THE TWO ESSENTIAL FLUIDS ON
WHICH ALL LIFE DEPENDS, HAVE BECOME GLOBAL
GARBAGE CANS. —JACQUES-YVES COUSTEAU

No pact for India

In RCEP negotiations, Delhi has been consistent.
[t is right to put its own interests first

SoumyA KANTI GHOSH

AFTER SEVEN YEARS, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) negotiations, started by leaders from
the ASEAN countries and their free trade
agreement (FTA) partners in November
2012, have concluded in Bangkok. The good
thing is that India still has some unresolved
issues, and this has resulted in it holding
back its decision to join the RCEP. In fact,
India has decided to maintain a consistent
stand throughout the negotiations, and it is
not reneging on any of the demands of its
trading partners. It has decided to keep its
self-interest at the forefront.

With many mature economies strug-
gling to regain ground lost because of the
global financial crisis in 2008, emerging
economies are in focus for growth oppor-
tunities. The international trade focus has
clearly shifted from the West towards de-
veloping economies in Asia and other re-
gions. The developing markets’ share of
global trade has doubled from 16 per centin
1991 to 32 per cent in 2011, an average in-
crease of 0.8 percentage points a year. This
was accelerated by the global recession.
Since 2008, the rise has been almost twice
as fast, at 1.5 percentage points a year. This
significantincrease in South-South trade is
turning established trade patterns and prac-
tices on their head, and thus, the impor-
tance of India being a part of RCEP, but on
its own terms, has never been so crucial.
Interestingly, India has been vigorously
pushing for such South-South trade
through policies like “Look East” unveiled
in recent times.

Coming back to the specifics of RCEP,
when we look at the goods trade dynamic,
India ran a merchandise trade deficit with
11 out of the 15 other members of RCEP in
2018-19, totaling $107.28 billion. India’s
overall merchandise trade deficit was
$184.00 billion in 2018-19. In 2018-19, 34
per cent of India’s imports were from this
region, while only 21 per cent of India’s ex-
ports went to this region. China is the
biggest trade partner amongst these coun-

NAVTE] SARNA

IT'S A FRIDAY evening and I am watching
captivating television. No, it isn’t Netflix. Not
even KBC, but a programme on the success-
ful preservation of wildlife, forests and en-
vironment in a country whose location
many may have to google: Gabon, on the
West African coast, just over a hundred
thousand square miles large. I do a quick
sum: twelve Gabons would fit into India.

You might well ask if  have nothing bet-
ter to do on a Friday evening. Am I so out of
it thatIdon’t have adinner to go to, oraclub
that will have me, or even a walk in the park
behind the market? But you wouldn’t ask
if you took a look at the AQI, at which peo-
ple now glance more often than they used
to at the scoreboard in the final over of an
India-Pakistan cricket match. The AQl is 419
at Dr Karni Singh Shooting Range, the near-
est to my hideout in front of the TV, and
known to be artificially green and hence not
truly representative.

Gabon has 13 national parks and they
cover 11 percent of its total land. It has 20
protected marine zones, and hold your
breath, it has 88 per cent forest cover.
Precious. And what’s more, they clearly in-
tend to keep it that way. While these forests
form only 12 per cent of the Congo Basin
forests, 60 per cent of Africa’s forest ele-
phants, wisdom dripping from their sober

China is a trade behemoth
whose growth is built on the
way it captured the world’s
manufacturing space. There
is a fear that the imports of
cheaper electronic and
engineering goods from
China could increase further
post the signing of RCEP
which in turn could have a
negative impact on the
manufacturing sector.
Therefore, Indian
negotiators have taken steps
to ensure that domestic
manufacturing is effectively
protected from unfair
competition.

Gabon is showing true grit
in fighting the odds. It is fast
becoming a unique eco-
tourism destination,
attracting people to come
and see the gorillas,
elephants, chimpanzees,
hump-backed whales and
leatherback turtles in their
protected, clean natural
habitat. While we, every year
around Diwali, take out our
face masks, like we used to
take out pullovers in our

childhood.

tries and the major concerns that India had
throughout the negotiations were with re-
gard to China.

China is a trade behemoth whose
growth is built on the way it captured the
world’s manufacturing space. There is a fear
that the imports of cheaper electronic and
engineering goods from China could in-
crease further post the signing of RCEP
which in turn could have a negative impact
on the manufacturing sector. Therefore,
Indian negotiators have taken steps to en-
sure that domestic manufacturing is effec-
tively protected from unfair competition.

For example, certain issues such as the
move towards 2014 as the base year for tar-
iff reduction, an automatic trigger mecha-
nism to curb sudden surges in imports and
the decision on which products it doesn’t
want to offer the same tariff concessions to
all countries, need to be sorted out. India’s
electronics and mobile industry, for in-
stance, is moving towards self-sufficiency,
and a move towards 2014 rates could mean
a huge step backwards.

Another area of hard bargaining for India
is our unfulfilled want for exemptions from
the Ratchet obligations. As per the Ratchet
mechanism, if a country signs a trade agree-
ment with another country where it relaxes
tariffs and quotas on merchandise exports
and imports, it cannot go back on them and
bring in measures that are more restrictive.
India wants a clear exemption from the
Ratchet obligations, so that in the future, to
protect the interests of exporters and im-
porters, it can bring restrictive measures, if
required.

This apart, across the country, many
farmers and milk cooperatives have raised
their concern on RCEP. In India, several
small and marginal farmers are dependent
on milk for their daily expenses as income
from crops is seasonal. If India signs the
RCEP, without exemptions for dairy and its
products, it would allow the dairy industry
of Australiaand New Zealand to unfairly tar-
get its huge market. It is notable that New

[LEAD ON, (FABON

As Delhi chokes on its air, the lessons a West African country offers

eyes, live here. Africa’s forests and peatlands
store up to 70 billion tons of carbon; if they
remain healthy, we have hope. As a reward
for past performance, which promises suc-
cessin the future, Norway has put a price on
this effort and given Gabon 150 million dol-
lars to carry on the good work. Meanwhile,
on my screen, talking heads wearing kurtas
with colour-coordinated pocket squares, un-
wisely stand in the smog on Vijay Chowk
trading insults and blaming each other for
Delhi’s pollution, glancing frequently at their
phones for tips from their backroom boys
(by the way, talking of KBC, how many life-
lines do these ones get?).

And let’s not reach for the high horse, or
intone patronisingly that that we have huge
problems on a scale that Gabon cannot
imagine. Gabon s rich in oil, to say nothing
of gold and uranium, with the attendant
pressures of exploitation. It is also not en-
tirely populated by angels: A corruption
scandal over illegal logging fueled by
Chinese demand brought down a former
forests minister. Nearly 400 containers of
kevazingo logs, a tree that takes 500 years to
grow to its 40 feet, went missing. While the
oil wealth has boosted GDP, one third of the
country’s population lives below the
poverty line. It faces the challenges of water
scarcity, deforestation and poaching. It has

Zealand exports 93.4 per cent of its milk
powder, 94.5 per cent of its butter and 83.6
per centof its cheese produce. However, the
government has given its assurance that it
would protect the interests of homegrown
milk cooperatives through adequate safe-
guards.

So far, India has proceeded with extreme
caution as just entering into agreements
and focusing on tariff reduction has not
helped the country, as it has seen in the
mixed experience of its FTAs. The merchan-
dise trade data shows that over the years,
the merchandise trade deficit has widened
with the ASEAN countries.

India’s main requirement is that of a bal-
anced outlook which is a win-win for all.
India is running a services trade surplus
with the world. Therefore, it is trying to
push for a strong agreement on the services
trade, including a deal on easier movement
of skilled manpower. Even the IMF has said
that services trade could be a substantial
engine of growth for India and other south
Asian economies. As per ILO data, around
58 per cent of India’s workforce is medium-
skilled and 16 per cent is high skilled, and
to protect their interest is of paramount im-
portance.

All these factors need to be kept in mind
before India enters the RCEP. India com-
mands around 1.7 per cent share of the
world’s total goods exports ranking 20th as
per the WTO 2018 data. For achieving a 5
per cent share in world exports (the gov-
ernment targets $1 trillion exports out of
total global exports of $20 trillion), India
must build its manufacturing capabilities,
and the recent steps by the government are
in that direction. How India manoeuvres
the geo-political space will determine how
successful it is in becoming an export be-
hemoth (in its quest towards a $5 trillion
economy). To this end India’s current tough
posturing is perfectly justified.

The writer is Group Chief Economic Advisor,
State Bank of India. Views are personal

greed too: The valuable mangrove trees that
prevent coastal erosion with their exten-
sive root systems are being ripped up to al-
low the rich to build bigger houses in the
capital, Libreville.

But, Gaboniis still doing something right:
Itis showing true grit in fighting the odds. It
is fast becoming a unique eco-tourism des-
tination, attracting people to come and see
the gorillas, elephants, chimpanzees,
hump-backed whales and leatherback tur-
tles in their protected, clean natural habi-
tat. While we, every year around Diwali,
take out our face masks, like we used to take
out pullovers in our childhood, and crib
about some farmers burning stubble and
glance at our number plates to see if they
are odd or even and what day of the week it
is, and choke on our own breath and wait
for somebody else to do something. Or hun-
ker down in karmic resignation till
February. And, meanwhile, our roads be-
come wider, the trees rarer, the buildings
higher, reaching for the skies.

The next time [ see a man from Gabon, |
am going to shake his hand. That is if the air
is clear enough for us to see each other, or he
is brave enough to come to Delhi.

The writer is an author and former
Ambassador of India to the US.

NOVEMBER 5, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

SEIZING THE EMBASSY

US MARINE GUARDS hurled teargas con-
tainers in a three-hour skirmish today but
were unable to hold back Iranian students
who occupied the US embassy in Teheran
and held about 100 staff members hostage,
Teheran radio said. The students demanded
that the US hand over the exiled and ailing
Shah of Iran for trial, the broadcasts, mon-
itored in London, said. No one on either side
was seriously injured, said one broadcast,
although the student invaders “bore great
pain with fortitude and in an Islamic man-
ner.” The radio said th e US Marines resisted
for three hours with teargas. No mention
was made of any o ther weapon. It said the
Marines and other “mercenaries,” totaling
about 100 were safe in a room and, “no vi-
olent action hasbeen taken against them.”

ANTI-FARMER INDIRA

PRIME MINISTER CHARAN Singh in a state-
ment said there had been alarge increase in
the number of big farms as also in the aver-

age size of these farms during the 10 years of

Indira Gandhi’s regime. Against this, the
number of farmers had come down and that
of agricultural labourers had gone up. This
showed that Mrs Gandhi had cared little for
the peasantry and the rural people. “Itis not

anaccident that she receives the support of

big landlords and industrial houses as was
evidenced during the Emergency,” he
added. Singh’s rejoinder to Mrs Gandhiwas
issued by the Lok Dal party headquarters,
though the PM is out of town. Singh noted
that the number of big farms had gone up
from 23 lakhs to 28 lakhs and their average
size had increased from 17 to 18 hectares.

RIGHT TO PROTEST

LOK DAL — A Gandhian party — should
allow its members the right of individual
satyagraha, party’s working president, Raj
Narain, said today. He told newsmen that
individual satyagraha indicated self-dis-
cipline and this individual freedom should
not be curtailed by the party. The party
should not place any fetters on any
member’s right to agitate on a good pub-
lic cause. He, however, said that the party
could take action against the member if
said agitation damaged the image of the
party. Narain, who put forward certain
suggestions for inclusion in the Lok Dal
manifesto, also said that no one should be
allowed to become prime minister, chief
minister and minister for more than
two terms.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“There are some simple things that could be done: forcing Facebook to reveal
where parties are spending campaign cash and enforcing constituency spending

limits would be a start.”

— THE GUARDIAN

Let’s pay the price of clean air  The Afghanistan
shadow

We should stop expecting the farmer to single-handedly bear the burden. And accept that the right
economic incentives are the only sustainable solution to this intractable problem

ANAND PRAKASH

INTHE HOLLYWOOD classic Groundhog Day,
the character played by Bill Murray finds
himself waking up every morning to the ex-
act same day as yesterday. Delhi and North
India has its Groundhog Day moment every
October, when stubble burning from paddy
starts and blankets the already toxic air with
a fresh inflow of aerial sewage. Like Murray,
the residents of Delhi wring their hands
while coughing their lungs out in total frus-
tration. However, unlike the movie charac-
ter, we do control our destiny and can break
out of this vicious circle. The solutions are
within our grasp provided there is political
will and a willingness to use our purse to fund
our way out of this problem.

Let us first understand the problem.
Every year, when farmers harvest their
paddy crop in north India, they are left with
an annoying stubble that is hard, expensive
to pull out of the ground and has no com-
mercial use after extraction. The problem
has progressively gotten worse over the
years as the stubble has gotten even harder
with increased use of fertilisers and pesti-
cides, resulting in cattle instinctively avoid-
ing rice straw and increasing farmer costs by
dulling implements when cutting this straw.
In order for Delhi to breathe better, this
farmer needs to personally incur the cost of
pulling this stubble, collecting it, and then
transporting it to a place where it can be dis-
posed properly. The collected stubble is
tricky to handle because it is high volume
but low weight, occupies land to store and
requires high transportation cost to move
around. In short, we expect the farmer to pay
and be a good citizen so that we breathe bet-
ter. Are we really expecting that the farmer
“will do the right thing” when his econom-
icsincentivises him to clear his field cost-ef-
fectively by simply setting it on fire and fer-
tilising his fields in the process as well?

Policy-makers and residents need to
abandon the hope that enforcement of stub-
ble-burning bans is a solution. On a trip to
Punjab last week, I understood how disag-
gregated this problemis when I saw that the
fields being burnt were both very small and
quite large making enforcement by arresting
and fining violators en masse completely out
of the question. In general, enforcement of
lawsis not our strength in India and such en-
forcement against the powerful farming
lobby is simply not going to happen.

The only solution to this annual stubble
burning nightmare lies in changing the eco-
nomics of the farmer by making collection
and disposal of stubble more rewarding than
burning. The stubble is actually valuable bio-
mass fuel that can generate renewable elec-
tricity. The supply of such stubble by farmers
to power plants can be a source of additional
income instead of becoming a cost. North
India can certainly use and pay for more re-
newable energy to feed its economic growth.
The farmer will happily collect the stubble
if there was a profit to be had. What would
unlock such a win-win solution?

The solution lies in either individual
state governments like Delhi or preferably
the Central government, through one of

their power procurement agencies like
Power Trading Corporation or NTPC offer-
ing an attractive power price to private
power producers for electricity generated
from this stubble. The power price offered
needs to both justify making an investment
in a new power plant and also enabling the
power producer to pay a price to the farmer
for the stubble that justifies its collection
and transportation. Since speed is of the
essence, the government should offer an
early completion bonus for projects that
come online within 36 months with the
bonus reducing every year, thereby reward-
ing companies that deliver a quicker solu-
tion to our lungs.

The reason I know this will work is be-
cause I have seen it work in Thailand. When
[ started investing in biomass generation in
Thailand in 2004, rice husk (a completely dif-
ferent product than stubble) was viewed as a
nuisance product by rice mills and there were
limited uses of this husk. The government of
Thailand introduced the “Very Small Power
Plant” scheme for biomass projects below 10
MW that offered very attractive tariffs.
Within the space of five years, this waste rice
husk had gone from fetching the rice mills a
price that barely recovered transportation
cost to becoming a significant source of rev-
enue and an essential source of profits for rice
mill operations.

If Prime Minister Narendra Modli is seri-
ous about doubling farmer incomes and im-
proving public health, finding a way to turn
this agricultural waste into electricity in an
environment-friendly manner is surely a
starting point.

As an investor in renewable energy and

Saving the peace

In Nagaland, Centre must be patient and generous, keep NSCN (IM) on board

The solution lies in either the
individual state governments
like Delhi or preferably the
Central government through
one of their power
procurement agencies like
Power Trading Corporation
or NTPC offering an
attractive power price to
private power producers for
electricity generated from
this stubble. The power price
offered needs to both justify
making an investment in a
new power plant and also
enabling the power producer
to pay a price to the farmer
for the stubble that justifies
its collection and
transportation.

SANDEEP PANDEY, BABLOO LOITONGBAM AND MEERA SANGHAMITRA

THUINGALENG MUIVAH, leader of the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-
Muivah)told a group of civil society represen-
tatives, including two of the authors of this ar-
ticle, who met him at Camp Hebron on
September 27, that Nagaland may be weaker
in a material sense but it is strong politically.
The NSCN-IM, which started as an insurgent
group, could engage the government of India
indialogue for 22 years after a ceasefire agree-
ment in 1997; Muivah headed the parallel
government established by the NSCN as the
Ato Kilonser or prime minister. Even though
the Narendra Modi government has removed
the limited autonomy enjoyed by the people
of Jammu and Kashmir, Muivah continues to
keep alive his vision of a shared sovereignty
and peaceful co-existence that guided the
agreement signed on August 3, 2015 in the
presence of PM Modi. Muivah has good rea-
sons to be hopeful.

Unlike J&K, no instrument of accession
was signed by the then popular Naga rebel
leader, Angami Zapu Phizo, with the Gol
when the British left the subcontinent in
1947. Nagaland was first made a part of
Assam by the British and then by independ-
ent India. The Nagas resisted both times,
never surrendered and still believe that the
ongoing dialogue will result in a political so-
lution. Muivah asserts that Nagaland has
never been under foreign rule, either by con-
sent or conquest. The Nagas had told the

British that their fate should not be tied to
the fate of independent India.

However, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru sent an army into Nagaland, though
Mahatma Gandhi had promised the Nagas
that they will not be integrated into India by
force. According to Muivah, Nehru never re-
spected the Nagas. It was only much later
when PV Narasimha Rao met with Isak and
Muivah in Paris, that he agreed on a dialogue
to be held without pre-conditions at the
highest levels, outside India. Subsequently,
then Indian PM Deve Gowda met Isak Chisi
Swu and Muivah in Bangkok. He wanted the
Nagas to accept the Indian Constitution,
which was not agreeable to them, and
Muivah suggested that the two parties
should go their separate ways. Two years
later, the government of India admitted that
Nagas were never formally under Indian rule
and a unique solution to their problem was
required. It was only after this that the con-
cept of shared sovereignty was floated. After
talks with PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
Amsterdam, the NSCN (IM) leadership de-
cided to move back to India and continue the
process of dialogue with the Manmohan
Singh government.

The Modi government declared that an
agreement had been reached with the NSCN
(IM) leadership only to encounter the road-
block of a demand for a separate constitu-
tion and flag for Nagaland. Having taken

away the constitution of J&K — which men-
tioned that J&K was an integral part of India
— and its flag as part of its One Nation, One
Constitution narrative, the BJP-led govern-
ment is in a bind with respect to the Naga de-
mand for a separate constitution and flag.
The response of the interlocutor in the di-
alogue process, now the Nagaland governor,
RN Ravi, has been to bring on board another
stakeholder since 2017 — Naga National
Political Groups, a conglomerate of seven or-
ganisations, in an attempt to counterbalance
the NSCN (IM). But he should know that if
the NSCN (IM) is cold-shouldered, the
chances are that it will slip back into insur-
gency. The NSCN (Khaplang), presently dor-
mant in Myanmar, may also get reactivated.
The government should not rush into a
solution by declaring deadlines to ensnare
itself. It should patiently involve all stake-
holders from within and outside the state of
Nagaland without marginalising the NSCN
(IM), and work towards a solution through a
peaceful dialogue process that satisfies all.
The NSCN (IM) must acknowledge that even
though it may have been the only force to
reckon with in the beginning, now there are
others whose sensitivities will have to be
kept in mind. For example, Kukis, another
tribe engaged in fierce tussle with the Nagas
in the Manipur hills, are unlikely to accept
Naga dominance over their areas. L Kipgen,
president of an organisation of Thodous, a

CR Sasikumar

climate finance in India for nearly two
decades, I have seen how quickly capital has
been mobilised in India and projects imple-
mented when economics justifies the invest-
ment. India has seen more than $42 billion
invested in renewable energy since 2014,
mainly in new solar and wind power plants,
simply because the power price was consid-
ered sufficiently lucrative to justify the risks.
A fraction of this capital can permanently
solve the stubble burning crisis and the same
players in renewable energy that are now
larger and much better financed can be the
executors of this strategy.

Like all environmental problems, no one
person or state government can solve this
problem on their own. The Centre has to
take the lead and take along the state gov-
ernments of not only the states that are the
source of stubble burning but the states
whose residents are breathing these toxic
fumes. We should stop expecting the
farmer to single-handedly pay for our clean
air and accept that the right economic in-
centives are the only sustainable solution
to this intractable problem. We need to fi-
nally put a price on our health and our lungs
and open up our wallets to buy our way out
of this annual crisis. Perhaps then, like Bill
Murray in Groundhog Day, we will unex-
pectedly wake up one year and find that it
really is a new year.

The writer is a senior private equity leader in
renewable energy and climate finance in
Asia and India. He is currently a Senior
Advisor to Sarona Asset Management, a
Canadian private equity fund manager in
climate finance

Kuki community, has expressed his appre-
hension to the interlocutor for Indo-Kuki
talks.

While it is likely that groups within and
outside Nagaland are being projected at this
time by the government to blunt the edge of
the demands made by the NSCN (IM), it is also
afact that societies like Manipur are ethnically
plural. These have withstood the test of time
for millennia. They are unlikely to acquiesce
to any arrangement that requires them to part
with their resources and polity. The govern-
ment and the NSCN (IM) must be completely
transparent in their approach and must take
into confidence all genuine political forma-
tions, civil society and ethnic groups.

There was a time when Naga leaders
were impatient and wanted to go back to
Europe leaving the dialogue process open-
ended. Now, the government seems to be in
some kind of urgency. The Modi government
would do well to resist the temptation of self-
congratulatory grandiosity in deciding the
fate of Nagaland without proper consulta-
tions. If the fragile ethnic balance of the re-
gion — which has a history of violence — is
not handled sensitively, it can potentially lead
to an ethnic implosion.

Pandey and Sanghamitra are with the
National Alliance of People’s Movements.
Loitongbam is a Manipur-based

human rights worker

Kashmir stalemate will continue to simmer. But,
itis the strategic fluidity in Afghanistan that
threatens to upend the regional order once again

BY C RAJA MOHAN

AS HE threatens to lock down Islamabad if
Imran Khan does not resign, the leader of the
Jamiat-ulema-e-Islam, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman responded to two major charges
from the Pakistani establishment. One was
the accusation that he was promoting an
Indian agenda. The Maulana responded by
reminding his audience that it was Imran
Khan who said that the re-election of
Narendra Modi will help resolve the
Kashmir dispute. Imran Khan’s incompe-
tence, Rehman said, led to Modi’s “annexa-
tion” of Kashmir. In Islamabad, India is a
whipping boy for all sides.

The establishment also pointed to the
flags of Afghanistan and the Taliban being
waved by many of the protestors. The
Maulana dismissed these concerns as friv-
olous. While appealing to his followers not to
wave the Taliban flags, he reminded the pub-
lic that the governments of Pakistan and
many others were embracing the Taliban. In
any case, both the Maulana and Imran have
long been supporters of the Taliban.

The broad agreement in Islamabad that
India is the threat and the Taliban is an ally,
hides an important a reality — the greatest
threat to Pakistan comes from Afghanistan
rather than the unfinished agenda of
Kashmir. Amidst the super-charged rheto-
ric in Pakistan about Kashmir, after the
Indian decision to change the state’s consti-
tutional status, and the growing anxieties
in Delhi about losing the argument in the
global arena, it might be unfashionable to
argue that the latest developments in
Kashmir are a lot less significant than the
unfolding prospects of a renewed civil war
in Afghanistan.

Part of the problem is the prolonged po-
litical myth-making on Kashmir. Pakistan
and India have propagated the myth that
their nation-building is incomplete without
full control over Kashmir. A second myth,
about the territorial coherence of J&I, masks
the fact that the region is a mere collection of
diverse cantons that came together through
a quirk of history.

Athird mythis about the geopolitical sig-
nificance of Kashmir as the “world’s most
dangerous nuclear flashpoint”. This was in-
vented by the non-proliferation ayatollahs
in Washington, ever eager to roll-back the
nuclear programmes of India and Pakistan.
It fed nicely into Rawalpindi’s strategy to
blackmail the world with the threat of nu-
clear escalation and get the international sys-
tem to compel Delhi to cede territory.

The fourth myth suggests that Kashmir
is the sole source of the conflict between
India and Pakistan. But, it is by no means
clear thatif India settles the Kashmir dispute
with Pakistan, Islamabad will become
friends with India overnight. The conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan is more deeply
rooted in the legacy of partition.

The fifth myth is that the world will ride
in to liberate the Kashmiris from India. If
Rawalpindi has been rather optimistic about

mobilising the international community to
sever Kashmir from India, Delhi has been far
too fearful about external interventionin its
disputes with Pakistan. After seventy-odd
years of conflict, the only concessions that
Pakistan “wrested” from India were those
“gifted” by Delhi, which voluntarily took the
issue to the UN in 1947-48.

Despite the many wars and military
crises, the enduring feature of Kashmir has
been the military stalemate there. Consider
the following: Despite throwing everything
ithad atIndia, Rawalpindi has notbeen able
tomaterially alter the territorial distribution
in Kashmir.

Finally, there is the myth that Kashmir
has been central to the Subcontinent’s evo-
lution. Kashmir is certainly a very emotional
issue for Pakistan. It is also an ideological
legacy of the partition of the Subcontinent.
To the GHQ in Rawalpindi, atleast, itisabout
avenging India’s vivisection of Pakistan in
1971.But, from arealist perspective, Kashmir
has been essentially marginal to the heart-
land politics in Indo-Gangetic plains across
the Indo-Pak divide.

Compare the stalemate in Kashmir to
the impact of Afghanistan on the
Subcontinent. Through the millennia, all
great invasions of the Subcontinent have
come through Afghanistan. Cut to modern
times and see what Afghanistan has given to
the Subcontinent and the world in the last
four decades: The communist coupin 1978
followed by Soviet occupation, a Pakistan-
backed jihad against the Red Army that
brought Islamic radicals from all corners of
the world, Zia’s injection of Islam into
Pakistan’s polity, the end of Pakistan’s brief
experiment with constitutional democracy,
therise of the Taliban and al Qaeda, the 911
attacks, the American occupation, and its
retreat, paving way for a possible return of
the Taliban.

While Delhi is once removed from
Afghanistan, Pakistan’s problems on its
western borderlands are unlikely to end any
time soon. The open border with
Afghanistan and the refusal of Afghans, in-
cluding the Taliban, to recognise the Durand
Line as the formal boundary between the
two nations are one set of problems that
Pakistan continues to cope with.

The Durand Line running was a matter
of convenience for the British Raj. But the
large Pashtun population that straddles the
line is a huge challenge for Islamabad. The
fear of an ethnic “Pashtunistan” that could
undermine the Islamist basis of the nation
has always worried Pakistan. Although the
jihad against Russia and its role as the front-
line state gave Pakistan many benefits, the
prolonged war in Afghanistan has left
Islamabad deeply vulnerable on its west-
ern frontiers.

The Kashmir stalemate will continue to
simmer. But, it is the strategic fluidity in
Afghanistan that threatens to upend the re-
gional order once again. Pakistan will most
likely bear the worst of the fallout. The
Kashmir issue may not vanish from the re-
gional and global agenda, but it is the
Pashtun question which will continue to
haunt the future of Pakistan and the
Subcontinent. The Taliban flags blowing in
the Islamabad wind are probably the sign of
things to come.

The writer is director, Institute of South Asian
Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLOSE ENGAGEMENT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Engaging
Germany’, (IE, November 4). India and
the European Union (EU) had elevated
their relationship to a strategic partner-
ship backin 2004. It is expected that our
European partners convey their priori-
ties and apprehensions in an appropri-
ate platform keeping in view of our sen-
sitivities. India and Europe complement
each other in various ways, a far closer
engagement between the two will have
a profound impact within their respec-
tive political borders and beyond.
Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

NOT A NOVICE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Because the
name is Shakib’ (IE, November 4).
Shakib Al Hasan is not a top notch all-
rounderin all three formats of the game
for nothing. He is an immensely tal-
ented player who has contributed a lot
to Bangladesh crickets. Since
Bangladeshi cricket fans are a passion-
ate lot, their overreaction orlack of logic
was not unexpected. What raises an
alarm is the lenient approach of the ICC
in this grave matter. What Shakib did
was unpardonable, considering his
stature in world cricket. He is not a
novice ininternational cricket who does
not know the rules.

Bal Govind, Noida

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

BLIND TO POLLUTION

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let’s clear
the air’ (IE, November 4). The writer’s
suggestion that amending the Air Act
of 1981 is a solution to the pollution cri-
sis does not cut much ice. Interestingly,
the government is compromising on
the environment by its inaction — as if
those in power and their families can
breathe unpolluted air due to the VIP
status and privileges they enjoy. This
false beliefis so deeply internalised that
it makes them indifferent the health
hazard taking toll on so many Indians.
Deepak Singhal, Chennai
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PAKISTAN

Maryam Nawaz
getsbailinmoney
launderingcase

Lahore: A Pakistani court
on Monday granted bail to
Maryam Nawaz, the
daughter of former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif,ina
money laundering case. A
two-member bench of the
Lahore High Court headed
by Justice Ali Bagar Najafi
granted Maryam bail in the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills case
of money laundering. The
court had reserved the ver-
dict in the case on October
31. Maryam had filed her
bail applicationin the case
on “merits and humanitar-
ian grounds”. She had
pleaded that she wanted to
look after her father whose
condition s “critical”. “The
court has granted Maryam
bail on merit and not on
humanitarian grounds,” an
LHC official told PTI.

GREECE

41 migrants
foundalivein
refrigerated truck

Thessaloniki: Forty-one mi-
grants were found alivein a
refrigerated truck in north-
ern Greece on Monday, said
police, who arrested the
driver. The migrants, of ap-
parent Afghan origin, were
mostly in good condition
but seven received first aid
in hospital, the police said.
“The truck contained men
and boys. Identifying their
nationality will require a
couple of days,” a police
source said. The truck was
stopped by police on the
Egnatia motorway between
the towns of Xanthi and
Komotini. The driver,aman
from Georgia, was arrested.
Local media reported that
police were also seeking a
second man from Turkey.

TURKEY
‘IS prisoners to be
senthomeevenif

citizenship junked’

Ankara: Turkey will send
captured Islamic State
members back to their
countries even if their citi-
zenships have been re-
voked, Interior Minister
Suleyman Soylu said on
Monday, criticising the ap-
proach of European coun-
tries on the issue. Turkey
launched an offensive into
northeastern Syria against
the Kurdish YPG militia last
month following a decision
by US President Donald
Trump to withdraw troops
from the region. The move
prompted widespread con-
cern over the fate of Islamic
State prisoners in the region.
“We will send back those in
our hands, but the world has
come up with a new
method now: revoking their
citizenships,” Soylu said.

ON ANNIVERSARY OF US EMBASSY CRISIS

USA
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‘WI1ZARD ROCK’ RETURNS AFTER DISAPPEARING

Aboulder that mysteriously disappeared two weeks ago from a national forest in Arizona is back, and
forest officials aren't asking any questions. Prescott National Forest officials said a forest employee no-

ticed that the I-tonne boulder dubbed “Wizard Rock” had been returned to a site along State Route 89
south of Prescott. The much-admired boulder is black with streaks of white quartz running through it.

Iran doubles number of centrifuges,
moving further away from 2015 deal

Tehran says new prototype centrifuge works 50 times faster; anti-US demonstrations across country

NASSERKARIMI
& JON GAMBRELL
TEHRAN,NOVEMBER 4

IRAN ON Monday broke further
away fromits collapsing 2015 nu-
clear deal with world powers by
doubling the number of advanced
centrifugesitoperates, linking the
decision to US President Donald
Trump’s withdrawal from the
agreement over a year ago.

The announcement — which
also included Iran saying it now
has a prototype centrifuge that
works 50 times faster than those
allowed under the deal — came
as demonstrators across the
country marked the 40th an-
niversary of the 1979 US
Embassy takeover that started a
444-day hostage crisis.

By starting up these ad-
vanced centrifuges, Iran further
cutinto the one year that experts
estimate Tehran would need to
have enough material for build-
ing a nuclear weapon — if it
chose to pursue one. Iran has
long insisted its programme is
for peaceful purposes, though
Western fears about its work led
to the 2015 agreement that saw
Tehran limit its enrichment of

Protesters attend an anti US-demonstration in Tehran on Monday. Reuters

uranium in exchange for the lift-
ing of economic sanctions.
Tehran has gone from produc-
ing some 450 grams of low-en-
riched uranium a day to 5 kg, said
Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the
Atomic Energy Organisation of
Iran. Iran now holds over 500 kg of
low-enriched uranium, Salehi said.
Thedeal had limited Iran to 300kg.
Visiting Iran’s underground
Natanz enrichment facility,
Salehi dramatically pushed a

McDonald’s CEO fired
following relationship
with an employee

CATHY BUSSEWITZ
& DEE-ANNDURBIN
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 4

MCDONALD’S CHIEF executive
officer has been pushed out of
the company after violating
company policy by engaging in
a consensual relationship with
an employee, the corporation
said Sunday.

The fast food giant said for-
mer president and CEO Steve
Easterbrook demonstrated poor
judgment, and that McDonald’s
forbids managers from having
romantic relationships with di-
rect or indirect subordinates.

In an email to employees,
Easterbrook acknowledged he
had a relationship with an em-
ployee and said it was a mistake.

“Given the values of the com-
pany, I agree with the board that
it is time for me to move on,”
Easterbrook said in the email.

McDonald’s board of directors
voted on Easterbrook’s departure
Friday after conducting a thor-
ough review. Details of
Easterbrook’s separation package
will be released Monday in a fed-
eral filing, according to acompany
spokesman. He will also be leav-
ing the company’s board.
Easterbrook was CEO since 2015.

McDonald’swould not provide
details about the employee with
whom Easterbrook was involved,
and an attorney for Easterbrook
declined to answer questions.

The board of directors named
Chris Kempczinski, who recently
served as president of
McDonald’s USA, as its new pres-
ident and CEO.

Two weeks ago, McDonald’s
reported a 2% drop in net income
for the third quarter as it spent

Steve Easterbrook

heavily on store remodeling and
expanded delivery service. The
company’s share price has
dropped 7.5% since, thoughit’s still
up 9.2% for the year. The burger
chain also has been plagued by
declining restaurant traffic.

The leadership transition is
unrelated to the company’s op-
erational or financial perform-
ance, the company said in a
news release.

McDonald’s decision to act
may be a sign of progress on
workplace issues that have come
to light in the #MeToo era, said
Carl Tobias, alaw professor at the
University of Richmond.

“Other companies don’t al-
ways act on that kind of informa-
tion or fire their CEO for that,and
soit seems like they trying to en-
force a pretty strict policy in this
situation,” Tobias said.

Among other challenges at
its restaurants, McDonald’s has
faced workplace harassment
charges. In May, McDonald’s said
it was enhancing training and of-
fering anew hotline for workers
after a labor group filed dozens
of sexual harassment charges
against the company. AP

button on a keyboard to start a
chain of 30 IR-6 centrifuges as
state television cameras filmed,
increasing the number of work-
ing centrifuges to 60.

Salehi also announced that sci-
entists were working on a proto-
type which worked 50-times
faster than than the centrifuges
they currently have.

Meanwhile Monday, demon-
strators gathered in front of the
former US embassy in downtown

UNRESTINIRAQ

Tehran to mark the takeover. The
resulting hostage crisis saw
[slamist students seize the postin
response to US President Jimmy
Carter allowing Iran’s autocratic
leader, Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, to receive medical care
in the US While some hostages
found freedom amid the crisis,
52 Americans were held for
444 days until US President
Ronald Reagan’s inauguration in
January 1981. AP

40-YR-OLDCRISIS
THAT STILLHOLDS
IRAN, US CAPTIVE

M Iranian students stormed
the US embassy soon after
the fall of the US-backed
shahin 1979,and 52
Americans were held
hostage for 444 days.The
two countries have been
enemies ever since.

B The students’ anger
stemmed from the 1953
coup that overthrew Iran’s
elected PM, a putsch
organised by the CIA.

B The hostage crisis
ultimately ended on the
day President Ronald
Reagan was inaugurated in
1981. But it has resulted in
the twosides being
perpetually distrustful of
each other.

B Now, their relationship is
bad as it ever was, with both
sides recently coming
dangerously close to war.

Demonstrators block Al-Sanak Bridge during anti-government protests in Baghdad. Reuters

At least 5 dead as security forces
open fire on Baghdad protesters

AHMED ABOULENEIN
BAGHDAD, NOVEMBER 4

IRAQI SECURITY forces killed at
least five people when they
opened fire on protesters in
Baghdad on Monday, a Reuters
witness said, as thousands took
part in the largest wave of anti-
government protests for decades.
AReuters cameraman saw one
man shot dead, his body carried
away by fellow protesters, when
security forces opened fire with
live rounds on demonstrators
near Baghdad’s Ahrar Bridge. He
also saw at least four otherskilled.
A spokesman for the Prime
Minister said a group of protest-
ers had crossed the bridge and
set fire to a restaurant, and that
law enforcement “dealt” with
them. He did not elaborate.
More than 250 Iraqis have
been killed in demonstrations
since the start of October against

EXPLAINED

With consulate
attack, protesters
vent angeron Iran

IRAQI PROTESTERS attacked the Iranian consulate in the Shia holy
city of Karbala on Sunday night, underscoring their anger on the
neighbouring country that they accuse of meddling in affairs of
their government. Iran wields considerable influence in Iraq and
backs the current government, which has overseen rising prices
and widespread corruption. Anumber of powerful militias in Iraq
are also backed by Tehran. With the protesters seeking a complete
overhaul of Irag’s political system, Iran’s Supreme Leader has
called for a solution within the present legal framework. This has
only added to the feeling among protesters that Iran wields too
much influence over Iraq’s politicians and that the change they
want will not be possible with Iran’s continuing interference.

agovernment they see as corrupt
and beholden to foreign interests.

Monday’s deaths were in ad-
dition to three protesters killed
late on Sunday when security

forces who opened fire on a
crowd trying to storm the
Iranian consulate in the Shia holy
city of Karbala, security and
medical sources said. REUTERS

WORLD’S FIRST MULTI-TARGETING, CARBOHYDRATE-BASED DRUG FOR ALZHEIMER’S, CHINA SAYS

China approves drug to cure Alzheimer’s; to go on sale

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 4

IN A major breakthrough, China
has approved a home-grown
seaweed-based drug to poten-
tially cure Alzheimer’s and it
will be available to Chinese pa-
tients from next month, state
media reported on Monday.

China’s National Medical
Products Administration has
approved the market launch of
the drug, GV-971, last Saturday,
China Daily reported.

The drug can treat mild to
moderate forms of the disease
and improve cognition, it said.

Patients will be able to buy
the drug around China from
December 29, and more pro-
duction lines will gradually be
put into operation to satisfy the
market demand, according to

Shanghai Green Valley
Pharmaceutical, one of the
drug’s developers.

The drug is the only
Alzheimer’s medicine out of
more than 320 developed by
pharmaceutical companies
around the globe to survive
clinical trials, despite the in-
vestment of hundreds of bil-
lions of US dollars over the past
two decades, the report said.

Extracted from brown algae,

the orally taken drug is the
world’s first multi-targeting
and carbohydrate-based drug
for Alzheimer’s, the adminis-
tration said.

The first production line for
the drug, which will meet the
needs of two million patients,
will begin running this week.

Alzheimer’s disease, an irre-
versible and progressive brain
disorder that slowly destroys
memory, thinking ability and
the capability to carry out sim-
ple tasks, affects at least 50 mil-
lion people worldwide, and the
number is expected to increase
as populations age.

China has roughly 10 mil-

Preparations are being made for the Alzheimer’s drug’s
clinical trials in the US, its developers said. Reuters file

lion people with Alzheimer’s,
the highest in the world.

The Chinese Academy of
Sciences’ Shanghai Institute of

Materia Medica, which jointly
developed the GV-971 with
Green Valley and Ocean
University of China after 22
years of research, said there
were previously five medicines
with limited efficacy used to
treat the disease, which was
discovered a century ago.

A phase III clinical trial of
the drug involving 818 patients
completed in July last year had
“proven to continuously and ef-
fectively improve cognition
among mild to moderate
Alzheimer's disease sufferers
over a period of nine months,”
said Geng Meiyu, lead re-
searcher on the drug and a re-

Supporters of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam party at an anti-
government demonstration in Islamabad on Monday. AP

Pak protest leader
calls all-party meet as
his deadline for Imran

resignation expires

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 4

PAKISTAN'S FIREBRAND cleric-
cum-politician Maulana Fazlur
Rehman on Monday convened
an all-party conference to dis-
cuss the future course of action
as the 48-hour deadline set by
him for Prime Minister Imran
Khan's resignation has expired.

The Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Fazl (JUI-F)leader,whoisleading
a huge protest dubbed the ‘Azadi
March’ comprising tens of thou-
sands of his supporters in the na-
tional capital, said the movement
to oust the Prime Minister “will
continue to move ahead and will
never be on the back foot”.

Rehman on Friday gave Khan
a two-day ultimatum to resign,
saying the “Gorbachev of
Pakistan” must step down with-
out testing the patience of
peaceful protesters.

The 66-year-old cleric said that
the protest would continue until
the Prime Minister steps down.

The JUI-F has convened an
all-party conference to discuss
the future course of action in
consultation with the leaders of
other opposition parties, the
Express Tribune reported.

Rehman'’s call for the protest
has been supported by Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N),
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party;,
Qaumi Watan Party, National
Party and Awami National Party.

However, Dawn reported
that PPP chief Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari and PML-N head
Shehbaz Sharif may not be able
to attend the all-party meeting.

“It was highly unlikely for
party chiefs Bilawal and Shehbaz
to make it to Islamabad on such a
short notice,” the report quoted
respective party leaders as saying.

Shehbaz was unable to at-
tend due to back pain and other
prior engagements, Dawn
quoted PML-N sources as saying.

Bilawal, whois in Bahawalpur
city,about 620 km from here, will
notbe able to attend the meeting
in which final consultations of the
Azadi March’s future strategy
would be held, according to the
PPP sources.

Meanwhile, the Lahore High
Court has accepted for hearing a
petition demanding action
against JUI-F chief Rehman for
“challenging the writ of govern-
ment, delivering hate, provoca-
tive and seditious speeches
against the state”, the report said.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT PROBE

White House witnesses
don’t turn up to testify

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 4

A WHITE House lawyer sus-
pected of involvement in the
Ukraine scandal refused to tes-
tify Monday in the congressional
impeachment investigation of
President Donald Trump, as
three other witnesses were also
expected no-shows.

John Eisenberg, Trump’s
deputy counsel for National
Security Affairs, defied a sum-
mons to appear before the three
House panels conducting the in-
vestigation, a sign of renewed
stonewalling by the White House
as Democrats press to take the in-
quiry into a new public phase.

Trump said early Monday he
felt there was “no reason” for
witnesses to answer questions
by investigators, in particular
about his call with his Ukrainian
counterpart that is at the heart

of the probe.
“What I said on the phone
call with the Ukrainian

President is ‘perfectly’ stated,”
Trump said on Twitter. “There is
no reason to call witnesses to
analyse my words and meaning.
This is just another Democrat
hoax that I have had to live with

Trump said he felt there was
“noreason” for witnesses to
answer questions by
Democratic investigators

from the day I got elected.”

Eisenberg, who by mid-
morning had yet to appear for a
scheduled 9 am closed-door
deposition, is reported to have
been on the July 25 call.

At least four national security
officials raised concerns with
Eisenberg about Trump’s dealing
with Ukraine before his call with
Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelensky andimmediately afterit,
the Washington Post had reported.

Investigators are seeking
greater access to officials with
knowledge of Trump’s efforts
to pressure Ukraine into inves-
tigating one of his chief political
opponents, Democrat Joe
Biden, who is running for pres-
ident in 2020.

from next month

searcher  with SIMM.
“Addiction and serious toxicity
of the therapy haven’t been
identified in research so far,”
she said.

Scientists said the drug
functions mainly by rebalanc-
ing gut microbiota, reducing
neuro-inflammation and re-
ducing cognitive impairment.
Some doctors from China and
abroad, including David
Holtzman, chairman of the
American Neurological
Association, said they believe
GV-971 will provide a new
medical solution for patients.

Preparations are being
made for the drug’s clinical tri-

als in the US and international
multi-centre research, its de-
velopers said, with initial com-
munication with the US Food
and Drug Administration al-
ready completed.

“Green Valley has established
a professional team and hired
world-renowned experts in this
field as consultants in prepara-
tion forinitiating clinical trialsin
the US,” said Lyu Songtao, the
company's chairman.

“We don’t exclude the pos-
sibility of collaborating with in-
ternational research institu-
tions to perform clinical trials
in the US,” the Daily report
quoted Lyu as saying. PTI
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TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

Total

CC25 1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening, viewing

and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in,

www.tenders.tn.gov.in , www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
DIPR/4035/Tender/2019

Sl. No
1  SE/Computer Centre

Tender Inviting Authority Specification No.

Tender Notice No.: AGC-ELG-T-17-19-20RE-TEN2
E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) N. C. Railway, Agra on behalf of
President of India invites "Open Tender" through on line only (E-Tendering) for
the following works.

Sr. Tender N Name of work with its location
No. 'enderio. & Completion Period

1. AGC-ELG-T-17- Electrification wprk for Developmgnt of
" 19-20RE-TEN2 CGoverdhan Station asAdarsh Station.
Completion period 08 months

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website
www.ireps.gov.in. Tenders can only be submitted through web portal
www.ireps.gov.in up to 16:00 hrs. on 25.11.2019. 1592/19(A)

Dated: 28.10.2019

Approx. Cost of
the work

3 13,93,754.38

E-Tender Notice No. DRM-P-AGRA-02-2019 Date:- 31.10.2019

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. DPO / North Central Railway, Agra Acting for and on behalf of the
President of India invites “Open Tender through online only (E-Tendering)
for the following:-1. Name of work with it’s location:- Hiring of one Motor
non AC vehicle TAVERA/TOYOTA QUALIS/ SCORPIO/ TATASUMO/
BOLERO or similar make no earlier than 2016 & in good working
condition, including driver, fuel, crew and maintenance etc. for 24 months
for official use of Sr.DPO/Agra for running 2000 Kms per month. (nature of
work: 12 hrs per day without any holiday / rest), 2. Approx. Cost of the
work:- Rs. 8,59,728/- (Rupees Eight lakh fifty nine thousand seven
hundred twenty eight only), For full details and submission of bid please
see the Indian Railways Website www.ireps.gov.in. Bidder will be able to
submit their original/revised bids through web portal www.ireps.gov.in up
to 16.00 hrs on 29.11.2019. Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and such manual offer received shall be ignored. 1593/19(A)

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.19/12

IW. UeR WY HRUNIH fafes
3-fafoer ga  ffafea wrl/emfd
ggs-ffaed @1 9t & (Shwad) #
Usfihd Hfaftad Tal STgwell SehaRl/ wHl 9
P S ®, ffaer & owem wm
(AA-arE)H fAfaer gea dor el
[T, RSN UH./CA.UH.E. &/ S
TR=ET < W1eaw | 3rdteqn ifver=, faga
IR0 AUSH, JAGEG & TR W o,
T& Yl qAIeERE § Feanfed =] @l
H.-10896364702, IFSC Code- SBIN
0000682 (MICR No. 110024101) |
fafer gam @t fafar & 01 fSaw 9 v
17:00 SIS ek STHT R, FEIR . @il &
e RY qen fAfaererar s gxareRa gfq,
A o, U9 . SLUE. . dSieRor g
Sl SR, FIE Feel gu= qAq1 gl
3 W T I Stavd g =feu
e &t fafa § fafag @1 wmr-2
feremeia =t 2 e am & <F &
=fen | ffa ot yusi wfed go #t
fAuiRa feAie &1 13.00 &1 e -T1eaH
T Y| H T SR 3 feq S-meam @
YUY 9 15.00 &S q YUY W &
TIOR8 9T Eien SR | 3%

ifard ©, sren &t feafa o fafaer =&
it STt | i o e e’iey I %
S BN % gay H de WIH=
Ul Ud ST YRR bl SR &l
fafaer @1 9m-2 "ren s g-faferer
gad ® feid- 26.11.2019: 1. -
fafaer  wET-163 /2 31 9UR. 2019-20
foe@ oRwur @ue-geM, WREERE %
=TI 132 <hell JUGTEE-foelll oe
TTER AR W, 37-T o ReeH= &1 & |
eRE ART %, 12000/-, Ffaer gux =1
Sieael wfed g %.1770/-2.  $-Tafear
HEAT-164/3 LT, /2019-20 foga
YR WU, TEIA o 3T=iid fafy=T 220
hell T 132 hall SUchwi ohl 132 okl A
T4 W TR IMEARIE G &1 hi |
TREX AT ¥ 2000/-, ffaQr 9o 1
Sieael Afed ged %.590/- 3. $-fafer
HEAT-165/3 L HL.UW./2019-20 forga
JRYU S, TEIE o 3T 220 ..
STk, WA W HE THRACRR i
Rftwfer, RanfSin wg Gfém 1 & | eleR
TR %, 2000/, FfaEr o= 1 I wfeq
T %.590/- 4. 3Z-fafaer deE-
166/3 2LELUH./2019-20 fagq@ aremr
Gue-fgdd, TRIGEE =i 220 hel

fafr &1 st BH W Ao s
FRifceg ¥ FuiRa 99 W Qe S |

3Uhs, JEEE W o= #sh & 145
Hell METER e Aofrsy ud

it fafaed Faa -fafaer 9w
SeEe ‘http://etender.up.nic.in’ W &
g & e o F9F 13:00 I T o
Download/submit b ST @&, e
JUF STEd died dadee W Mgl sub-

FIefiehel <l STERENTT 1 HE | o
TR % 2000/-, FHfqer go= w1 Sead
qfed g %.590/- 5. 3-Tdferer wE-
167/ LW WA./2019-20 foga 9w

1. g-faferar -
1702 LW WA./2019-20 faga aremr
GUs, I ok 3TAd 220 hal IUh<S
e W fafa= 9ehR o S/ RIeiehed
I BE FaIcIel FIH % ke @I 1
% | BB TR %, 2000/, Hferer gos
Siewel Afeq qed ¥.590/- 2. E-Taterar
HEar-171/28 2LHEH./2019-20  foga
YREU] WUS, TR o 3T=d 132 ohal
IUhg, TSl W IYHN U FR hi
dfeTt ot R | &R TR %, 7000/-, Hfact
9ul 1 SHUEe dfed Jed %.1180/- 3. 3-
fafaer  wWEm-172/2 A WWH.2019-20
ORI IRw0T Wue, ARA I 132
kel SYhs Al T afdera faen &t
3Mgfd T AT T HE | ERET ORI =,
5000/-, fHferar gust A1 Sfewel Afed qeo
%.590/- 4.  E-Tafeaer  weEmr-
173 /2 A WWH./2019-20 fogga amrwm
QUS-YYH, TIQEE F=Fd 132 hell
3UhS, MAH-fIeE W A Td @
371 o STIEI0T T fvieh s | EXiET TR
%, 2000/-, fferer 9= w1 SiwEet wfed
qed %.590/-, 5- F-Tdfaqr wHE&-
174/2 2T HEH. /2019-20 foR[@  armm
QUS-YYH, HIQEE 3= 132 kel
Iqehg, Hic U W WA
I3 Tl T 1 61 | B TR <.
4500/~ THferer gu=t k1 SfiwHel Aigd god
% 590/-, 6- E-Tfaar wEn-
175/2 21/ EW/2019-20 foga awrem
Tue-fgdt, qUSTEE o 3r=aid 220 kel

GuUg, A o 3faid 132 hell STk,

3Uh~s, IIEEE W 02 4. 40 THET

mit A H i 9 IHT dF STy
| S i e Al ge @6t g 9
%Y 9 &Y 90 f Bt =ifew | s fem &
31d faum & faiRa f=m o 9d 3.9, 9reR
FRUNTH . & T & AR S
5= fordt off SRifcom o sreiewarerendl
& FIT § @1 ST Fehar ¢ | TRt oft
o fAfaerstt = TR/ R i &l
MR 3TelgwIet @l o1 g &Rur
SaTe YRfErd Tem | ffaer deedt ffaer gow
TS eRieY AR S| i Hatll 3% U-39-
e ffae gam @ & o 4@ =9
EARISE Eal R IEGIEG]
(seetdmbd@gmail.com) 3UTsY AT

Dated: 29.10.2019

T W A A I HR BT B |
Y R % 2000/-, Ffaer go o
Sieaet Afed qed %, 590/- 6. E-Tatear
HEAT-168/2 AHW.GH./2019-20  forga
URYU] WUE, YA & AT 132 hal
SYhg, WA T I 3 i HeE H
R | BRET RT %, 2000/-, et o=t o1
Sieqet Afgd qed %.590/- 7. E-Tafer
HEAT-169/2 AFWGH./2019-20  forga
IR EUS- i, YRTEG o 3T=Td 220
el g, e W fHfie w79
Tl IS ol 1 | ERIEX TRT %, 2000/-,
frferer yost =1 sfeadt wfed 9o €.590/-
3-Tafaer gaq o faie-28.11.2019 :

qiaden g 1 WTI & OTI mgfd |
TR AR %, 2000/-, fAfacr g
Steeel wfed o9 % 590/-, 7- -
fafaer Ww=a-176/2 21 HWTH. /2019-20
foga oRum wWue, WA % ITid
faft= Syl W fafir= e &t 36 et
SfeRT eeY TR %, 2000/-, fAfeer gu=
%1 e Afgd Jed %. 590/- g feqa #
fostent =M wwM/- areferor
st fegl@ UR®UT | HUSSA
IqUEHLA U uAh: 2599
fams(9.)2-ffaer/19-20 f& o02-

11-2019

E- PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Material Manager, North Central Railway, Allahabad invites the E-
procurementtenders.

EMD Tender

S.N. Tender No (Rs) Opening Date

Description Qty.

2.0 Ton Split type AC unit with rotary/scroll

compressor (R-22 Refrigerant), nominal cooling

cap. K.cal’/hrs in KW 6000 (7.0), minimum air flow

800 cfn/hr, EER-3.5, min BEE star rating 3 and 3g Ed
above, suitable for working voltage 230V+/- 10% Nos  26,980.00
single phase 50 Hz, operating temp 52 degree
centigrade, Confirming to 1S:1391 (Pt-1)/1992 with
latest amdt. Make: Hitachi/Mitsubishi/LG.

220 KV Triple pole, Out door, SF-6 gas type, Circuit
Breaker, as per Specification No.
TI/SPC/PSI/HVCB/0120 Rev. 0 with A&C Slip No. Nos
1& 2 or latest make-CGL/AAB

Note: 1. The complete information of above E-Procurement Tender are available on IREPS website i.e.
http://www.ireps.gov.in, 2. Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above
Tender. For this purpose, venders are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with
class Ill. digital signature certificates issued by CCA under IT Act-2000., 3. Rates entered into Financial
Rate page and duly signed digitally shall only be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any
other form / letter head if attached by vender shall be straight way ignored and shall not be considered.,
4. Documents being attached should be signed on their body., 5. Allocation for “Cost of Drawing” is z-650
and for “Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)” is Deposit Misc. stores-00844517. The above tender notice have
been uploaded on “http://www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in” In case of any difficulty helpdesk available on
the IREPS website may be approached. 1578/19 (A)

1. 19196555 25.11.2019

02 4

2. 19196163 49,200.00

25.11.2019

Tender Notice No.M/RSK/Garbage Cleaning contract/ 2019-22

E-TENDER NOTICE

Chief Workshop Manager Rail Spring Karkahana Sithouli Gwalior for and on behalf of President of India e-
Tendering for the following works.

Date:-26.10.2019

Tender Description Estimated Cost Earnest Tender Document
No. or work (InRs.) Money (InRs.) Cost. (InRs.)
19-22 Grabage Cleaning & % 49,70,650.48
- ; ; (Rs. Forty nine lakh seventy £4 3000+5%
gg:ri?\e Industria| waste dlsposal thousand six hundred fifty & 99,400/- GST=3150/-
9 atRSKforthree years. forty eight paise only)

Completion Period:- 3 years from the date of commencement of work, 1. Tender will be closed at 15.00 Hrs on
26.11.2019. E-Tender Notice is also available on Indian Railway e-Tendering website www.ireps.gov.in., 2. for
detailed information please visit Indian Railway e-Tendering website www.ireps.gov.in., 3. Eligibility criteria:-
The experience of similar work etc as define and shown regarding the condition of tender for minimum eligibility
criteria and other conditions shall be made available in tender document and on Indian Railway e-Tendering
website www.ireps.gov.in., 4. Tenderers should watch the website for downloading the tender document and
submission of bid. If any corrigendum/addendum to the NIT/e- Tender document, (if any) as there will not be any
separate communication for the same. Corrigendum can be issued on IREPS website only., Note:- Tenderer
shall submit documentary proofin regard to fulfilling all the above eligibility criteria along with their offer which has
been completed by it before the publication date of NIT The offers of tenderer who do not meet the eligibility
criteria as mentioned above shall bot be considered. 1581/19(A)

E-tender Notice Number:- CM-I/Deluxe Pay & Use Toilet/BOT/FZD/2019 Date:-29.10.2019

E-TENDER NOTICE

Following e-tender on prescribed tender forms are invited by the Senior Divisional Commercial Manager,
Divisional Railway Manager’s Office, North Central Railway, Allahabad on behalf of President of India.

Minimum Reserved Minimum Reserved Earnest Cost of

e-tender  Name of work and Station L/Fee of Contract L/Fee of Contract Money Tender
No. for 15 Years for 1 Years Form
Contract of Deluxe Pay & Use toilets . z z .
184/2019 on “Built, Operate and Transfer” (BOT)
12,84,947.00 51,134.00 5,200.00 2,360.00

basis at Firozabad Railway Station for
a concession period of 15 years.

Period of Contract:- 15 Years, Time & date for the opening of tender:- At 15.00 hrs. on 26.11.2019,
Website & Notice where the full detail of tender can be seen, E-tender forms shall be available on
www.ireps.gov.in upto 13.00 hrs on 26.11.2019 from the date of opening of the e-tender. The e-Tender

Notice canalsobe viewd on Railway’s web site www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. 1582/19(A)

L/no. C/370/Parking stand/Jhansi/Ms-II

OPEN TENDER

On behalf of the President of India, Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial) North Central Railway / Jhansi
invites open tenders for allotment of license of Parking Stands for the period of five years for NSG-2 only under
Two packet system as per following details-

Date:-29.10.2019

Minumum
reserved Earnest Costof
Tender . Nature of Area of Stand to be L/Fee of Tender
No. Station license allotted (In sq.meter) contract for Money Form
first Year (In Rs.) (InRs.) (InRs.)
without GST
Parking SCirculatitng allr?a %[196252
q meter.+Infron
99-JHS-E- (JEHAAS'\.IFS; Scocstgtrr/fnc;tor Thana 861.58 Sq X N N
W-P-2019 \weqT) o iorovele/car MEter+1599.66 Sq meter 65,680,630/ 3,24,200/-  11,800/-
y yelerear Near Pay  office+Station with GST
(east & west) westside 559.24 Sq meter.
Parking
contract Circulating area 4 4 4
100-JHS-E- JHANST Four wheeler excluding 14,88,211/- 1,58,100/-  5,900/-
PP-P-2019 (EAST) " (premium VIP lane and portico with GST

car parking)

Period of Contract:- 05 Years, On line tenders will only be accepted. Manual/Postal/e-mail, FAX by hand tenders
will not be accepted. Bidders are advised to obtain class Il digital signature certificate with company name &
register the same with www.ireps.gov.in Tender document cost & Earnest money can be paid only through
online e-payment gateway as provided in www.ireps.gov.in For further details please visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in Date & time for submission fo tender 26.11.2019 at 15.00 hrs., Note- Tender no. 99-JHS-E-
W-P-2019 & 100-JHS-E-PP-P-2019, Date & Time for submission of tender 26.11.2019 at 15.00 hrs.

BRIEF TENDER NOTICE
NIT No. AMD/CD/WR-RMRE/CORE/2019-20/T-168 DATE : 23.10.2019
The Director, (AMD), Begumpet, Hyderabad invites for and on behalf of the President of India, sealed tenders
in two parts (TECHNICAL and COMMERCIAL) from eligible Core Drilling contractors, for the following Drilling
work in Rajasthan.

Estimated Earnest Date and Time Period of
Item TENDER NO. & . Last Date of ; h
job Value (In. Money (In gy of Opening of completion
No. SCOPE OF WORK Lakhs INR) INR) Submission gart Ig - M%nths
1 AMD/CD/RMRE/

SIWANA-III/

CORE/2019-20/T-168 335 6,70,000/- 27.11.2019  27.11.2019 at 15

10,000 metre  core Up to 15.00 hrs (FIFTEEN)

drilling in  Phulan, 13.00 hrs

Bhatikhera and Mawri-

Magreshwar, Nal,

Ramania and Buriwara

areas within Siwana

Ring Complexin Barmer

District, Rajasthan with

borehole depth varying

from 350 to 500 metre.
1. Sale of Tenders : 05.11.2019 to 19.11.2019 on working days only up to 1600 hrs.
2. Dates for site visit : 05.11.2019 to 19.11.2019 (Please note that site visit is mandatory)
Cost of Tender documents : Rs. 1500/- for work-1 i.e. Tender No. T-168, (Postal charges Rs.
100/- extra for each item of work separately). Cost of tender document is non-refundable. For
further details and eligibility criteria, please refer to the Notice Inviting Tender and “Important
specifications, information and eligibility conditions” and “ General guidelines for the tenderers”
available in AMD’s website https://www.amd.gov.in. Tender Documents will also be available for
downloading from the website from 05.11.2019 to 19.11.2019. For any clarification please contact on
040-27776342/27776387.

Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
2nd Floor, Udyog Bhawan, Telibandha, Ring Road No. 1, Raipur,

Chhattisgarh 492006
Ph. No: 0771-4224600/11/22, Fax: 4066425, e-mail: planning @ visitcg.in, visitcg @gmail.com,

NIT No. .3080 Date:.......31.10.2019

Chhattisgarh Tourism Board intends to invite Expression of Interests from interested investors for
developing following projects:

SI.  Name of project Location Proposed land for
No. development

1. Development of World Class Commercial Tourism Product Telibandha, Raipur 4.61 acre
2. Development of Amusement/ Theme Park of International Standards Mana, Raipur 100 acre
3. Development of World Class Wellness Tourism Centre Mainpat, Ambikapur 13.68 acre

Note:
1. The EOI's documents can be downloaded from the official website of Chhattisgarh Tourism Board:
www.tourism.cg.gov.in from 10.00 am on 05/11/2019 to 3.00 pm 18/12/2019.
2. The deadline for submission of the EOI is 3.00 PM, 20/12/2019.
3. Pre-Bid Conference shall be held on 09/12/2019 at 11.00 am at the Office of Managing Director, Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board at the above mentioned address.
4.  Proposal will be opened on 20-12-2019 at 3.30 PM.
Interested Investors shall contact the office of Chhattisgarh Tourism Board for further details of the EOI or write
through email: planning @visitcg.in
6. Any amendment or information relating to this EOI will be published in the website only.
Sd/-
Managing Director
Chhattisgarh Tourism board

W

23357

NIT No.: 18/ASCL/2018-19

Notice Inviting e-Tender
ASCL invites two stage online bids by 26.11.2019 for
“DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION OF FOLLOWING PACKAGES
INCLUDING 5 YEARS OF O&M AND 2 YEARS OF DLP
(UNDER SMART CITY MISSION)”
® Rehabilitation of Storm water Drainage system of ABD Area
® Junction Improvement
® Development of Smart Road from Ghantaghar to University

Circle
Estimated cost of Rs. 213.00 crore (Rupees two hundred and
thirteen crore only). For details please Vvisit
https://etender.up.nic.in, www.smartcityaligarh.com
(Chief Executive Officer)

Date: 04.11.2019

Ref. No. ASCL/NIT/2019-20/384

Notice for Cancellation of NITs Published
Following “Notice Inviting Tenders (NITs)” published during September 2019 are
hereby cancelled/ withdrawn due to technical reasons:

Date: 02.11.2019

NIT No. Work brief description Estimated Amount
18/ASCL/2019-20 Rain Water Harvesting Phase-lI| Rs. 0.68 crore
19/ASCL/2019-20 Smart Road - Civil Works Rs. 15.87 crore
20/ASCL/2019-20 Junction Improvement Rs. 41.10 crore
21/ASCL/2019-20 Storm Water Drainage system Rs. 152.34 crore
22/ASCL/2019-20 Smart Road - Electrical Works Rs. 6.69 crore
23/ASCL/2019-20 LED Display Screens Rs. 6.00 crore
24/ASCL/2019-20 Smart Pole under PPP Rs. 50.00 crore

25/ASCL/2019-20 10 TPD MSW Composting Machine Rs. 2.00 crore
26/ASCL/2019-20 LPG/CNG based cremation system Rs. 0.25 crore

Any inconvenience is highly regretted and further clarification, if required, may be
sought from the office of undersigned. Sd/-
(Chief Executive Officer)
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16 CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

PERSONAL

Surender Singh S/0 Balbir Singh
R/o-Flat No-25 Aakash-Ganga
Apartment Pocket-4 Sector-24
Rohini N.Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Surender
Lochab. 0040518481-3

In some of my documents,my
name is wrongly written
Jitander Kumar but my
actual,nameis Jatinder Kumar
Sharma. Jatinder Kumar
SharmaS/o-Mohan Lal R/o0-A-
3-901, Purvanchal Heights,
Sector-Zeta-1,Greater
Noida,Sakipur, G.B.Nagar-
201308. 0040518454-2

I, komal Batra R/0 25/7881,
Arakashan Rd, Paharganj, New
Delhi-55 have changed my
name to Komal Khattar

0070681657-1

l, Vishvesh S/0 Suresh Kumar
R/0-D260 Karampura New
Delhi-110015., have Changed
My Name To Vishvesh Kumar.

0040518481-7

l, Vijendra Gahlot S/o Ram
Singh R/0-C-368,Paramount
Golf forest, Sector-Zeta-
1,Greater Noida,U.P.,have
changed my name from
Vijendra & Vijendra Kumar to
Vijendra Gahlot for all future
purposes. 0040518454-3

l, Sushma Magoo W/o Rakesh
Kumar Maggo R/0 J-221,LIC
Colony, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
110087, have changed my
name to Sushma Maggo.

0040518445-3

l, Surendra Kumar S/0
Purshotam Lal Singhal R/O-
Plotno.B-/23, Block-B1, llI-
Floor Mainwali Nagar, Delhi-
110087. Changed my Name to
Surender Kumar Singhal.

0040518466-9

l, Sunil Choudhary S/0 Shri
Natthi Singh, R/0 C-4/415,
SIDCO Shivalik Apartment,
Sector-1, IMT Manesar,
Gurugram, Haryana, have
changed my name from Sunil
Pal Singh Choudhary to Sunil
Choudhary for all future
purposes. 0040518414-1

I, Srirupa Mukherjee D/o Late
Ram Chandra Mukharji R/0 166
2nd Floor, Khushi Ram Park,
Shukkar Bazar Road, Uttam
Nagar West, have changed my
name to Srirupa Mukharji for
all purposes. 0040518482-1

l, Sitender S/o Jaya Narayan R/o
RZ-106, Gali no-5, Krishna
Vihar West, Khaira Road,
Najafgarh Delhi-110043 have
changed my name to Sitender
Singh. 0070681648-1

I, Shavil S/o Shahid Hussain R/o
D-301, Fourth Floor, West
Vinod Nagar, Delhi-110092
have changd my name Shavil
Hussain to Shavil for all Future
purposes. 0040518416-1

I, Shaminder Kaur W/o Sudh
Sarup R/0 H-16/749, Gali No.10,
Military Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005 inform that my
husband’s correct nameiis
Sudh Sarup. 0040518381-1

l, Shadab Ahmed/Shadab
Ahamed S/0 Anis Ahmed R/O
S-72/1a, Street No-23,
Brahmpuri, New Seelampur,
Delhi-110053.,changed My
Name To Shadab Ahmad.

0040518514-4

l, Seema Sharma W/0O Rohit
Talwar R/0-JG-3/144 A,
Vikaspuri, New Delhi-110018.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
AFTER MARRIAGE TO Seema
Talwar. 0040518481-5

I AmitS/o Krishan R/o Majra
(135), Jhajjar, Haryana-124202,
have changed my nameto
AmitPanghal. 0070681647-1

l, Sayyed Tasneef Haidar
Zeeshan S/o Fasih Akmal R/o-
F-11/46, Jogabai-Extn, Jami-
Nagar, Delhi. have changed my
name to Sayyed Tasneef
Haidar. 0040518514-7

I, Renu Panesar W/0 Gurmeet
Singh R/0O-F-161, Upper llI-
Floor Right Side, Vishnu-
Garden, Delhi-110018.
Changed my Name to Ranjeet
Kaur. 0040518481-10

I, Ravinder Kaur W/o Kuldip
Singh Bhatia R/0-1015,
Vikaskunj, Vikaspuri, N. Delhi-
110018. have changed my
name to Ravinder Kaur Bhatia.

0040518514-5

I, Rakesh Kumar Magoo S/o
Madan Lal Magoo R/0 J-221,
LIC Colony, Paschim Vihar,
Delhi-110087, have changed
my name to Rakesh Kumar
Maggo. 0040518445-1

I, Rahul S/o Ahmed R/0-121
Village- Gujar Nangal Mewat
Nuh Haryana-122107. have
changed my name to Rahil.

0040518481-4

I, Radha Rani W/o Vinod Kumar
R/0-87,SMIE, Phase-2,0pposite
YMCA,Faridabad-121001,have
changed my name to Radha
Rani Goyal. 0040518454-1

I, Qaisar Qayoom Beigh S/o
Abdul Qayoom Beigh R/0 F-73
First Floor, Lajpat Nagar-1,
New Delhi-110024, have
changed my name to Qasir
Qayoom Beigh forall
purposes. 0040518387-1

l, Prashottam Lal S/O Hari
Kishan Lal R/0-Wardno.11,
Sanjay-Colony, Bazpur,Udham
Singh-Nagar, Uttarakhand-
262401.Changed my Name to
Purshotam Lal Singhal.

0040518466-10

I, Pradeep Kumar Datta S/o Sita
Ram Dutta R/0 BC-63 East
Shalimar Bagh Delhi-110088,
changed my name to Pradeep
Dutta. 0040518466-4

I, Pooja D/o Late Sh.Balmukand
R/0 G-1/87,F/F,Near Dal Mill
Road, Uttam Nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have
changed my name to Pooja
Paul for all purposes.

0040518383-1

I, Poonam Tanwar W/0 Sh. Birbal
Singh Tanwar R/o Flat N0.904,
Aigburth-Tower, (BT-12),
OMAXE Height-Society, Sector-
86, Faridabad, Haryana,
informs that my nameis
mentioned as PoonamBalain
educational-documents,
Poonam Singh & Poonam
Tanwar in other documents,
Poonam Tanwar, Poonam Bala
and Poonam Singh are same
person and hereby informs my
name as Poonam Tanwar, for
all future purposes.

0040518512-6

I, Nitu Singh W/0 Suresh Kumar,
H.N0-106-107 Third Floor
Pocket-11 Sector-22 Rohini
New Delhi-110086 have
changed my name to Neetu.

0040518481-2

I, Nawab Ali S/o Manguwa Khan
L-1-1183/24, Gali No. 24, Asthal
Mandir, Sangam Vihar, Delhi-
110062 have changed my name
from Nawab Ali to Nawab Ali
Saifi for all future purposes.

0040518381-2

I, Navinder Kaur D/o Palwinder
Singh and W/o Rohit Kumar R/o
HNo-21, Bhai Manj Road, Kot
Mit Singh, Tarn Taran Road,
Amritsar, Punjab-143022, that
name of my mother has been
wrongly written as Kanwaljit
Kaur in Matriculation
Certificate. The actual name of
my mother is Karamjit Kaur.

0070681658-1

I, Mohd Islam Khan S/o Mehdi
Hasan R/o D-64 3rd Floor
Thokar No.8 Shaheen Bagh,
Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-110025
have changed my name Mohd
Islam to Mohd Islam Khan for
all future purposes.

0040518418-1

I, Mohammad Ahmad/Ahmad
Raza D/o-Mohammad Usman
Rain R/0-2344,Second Floor,
Gali.Mir Madari Road Garden,
Chandni Chowk, Delhi-110006,
have changed my name Ahmad
Raza. 0040518514-8

I, Manisha, D/o-Ram Kumar
Upadhyay, R/0-RC-31, Maha-
Lakshmi-Garden, Khora-
Colony, Ghaziabad-201001,
have changed my Name,from
Manishato Manisha
Upadhyay,for all future
purpose. 0040518481-8

I, Manish Magoo S/o Rakesh
Kumar Maggo R/0 J-221, LIC
Colony, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
110087, have changed my name
to Manish Maggo.

0040518445-2

I, Kusum Lata Sundriyal W/o-
Rajkumar Bhadula R/0-E-261,
DDA-Flats, Pocket-3, Bindapur,
Uttam-Nagar, New Delhi-
110059.,have changed my
name to Kusum Lata Bhadula.

0040518466-7

I, Kaushal Jain S/o Sh.Rajinder
Kumar Jain R/0 5E/25, B.P. NIT
Faridabad-121001, Haryana
have changed my nameto
Kaushal Kumarr Jain for all
purposes. 0040518383-2

I, Jasnit Singh alias Jasneet
Singh, S/o Jaswant Singh R/o-
39-G, Pocket-K, Sheikh-Sarai,
Phase-2,New Delhi-110017,
have changed my nameto
Jasneet Singh Dhanoa.

0040518466-5

I, Hitanshu Narang S/0O Sh.
Surender Kumar,R/0O-T-1073,
Bhagat Singh-Nagar, Filmistan
KarolBagh New-Delhi-110005.
Have Changed My Name
Hitanshu To Hitanshu Narang.

0040518512-5

I, Gurmeet Singh Panesar S/0
Hari Singh R/0O-F-161, Upper lllI-
Floor Right Side, Vishnu-
Garden, Delhi-110018. Changed
My Name To Gurmeet Singh.

0040518481-9

I, Guneet Bhatia W/o Taranpal
Singh Bhatia R/0-1015,
Vikaskunj, Vikaspuri, N. Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Guneet Kaur Bhatia.

0040518514-6

I, Diksha Dahiya W/o Deepalk,
R/0E-12, Type-Il, New Police
Line, Kingsway Camp, Model
Town-I, Dr. Mukharji Nagar,
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name from Diksha Dahiya to
Diksha for all future purpose.

0040518394-1

I, Davender Prasad S/o-
Gopeshwar Prasad Suyal R/o-
RZ: G-240, Raj Nagar, Part-II,
Palam Colony, New Delhi-
110077,changed my nameto
DEVENDER PRASAD SUYAL for
all future purpose.

0040518422-1

I, Ashutosh S/o0 Shiv Kumar R/o-
Village- Vikas Nagar, Balrai,
Jaswantnagar Etawah-206245
(U.P.) Have Changed My Name
To Ashutosh Sharma.

0040518481-6

I, Anil Kumar S/o0 Ram Kishan
Verma R/0-E-165, Prashant
Vihar Delhi-110085 changed my
name to Anil Verma for all
purposes. 0040518466-3

I, Alok Sobti S/0 Ashok Kumar
Sobti R/061/4, Mankeshaw
Marg, Delhi Cantt.-110010, have
changed my son’s name from
Mmanan Sobti to Mmanen
Sobti for all future purposes.

0040518439-2

I, Alok Sobti S/0 Ashok Kumar
Sobti R/061/4, Mankeshaw
Marg, Delhi Cantt.-110010, have
changed my daughter’s name
from Purvani Sobti to Purvanii
Sobti for all future purposes.

0040518439-1

I, Aashma W/0 Mohd Shehzad
Add-E-15-C-1/53 T.Huts New
Seelampur North East Delhi-
110053.,Changed My Name To
Aasma. 0040518466-8

I, Aachal Arora D/o Chanchal
AroraR/0O-DR-11, Double-
Room-Flats, Krishna-Market,
Lajpat-Nagar-1, New Delhi-
110024, have changed my name
Aanchal Arora. 0040518512-1

I Savita Basoya D/o Kartar Singh
Basoya R/0 35, Block-C, Allince
School, Sector-56, Noida, GB
Nagar, UP-201301, have
changed my name to Savi
Basoya 0070681646-1

| Sarabjeet kaur Gandhi W/0
Harpreet Singh Gandhi R/0O-
10/30, Second Floor Subhash-
Nagar Delhi-110027 changed
my name to Sarabjit Kaur
Gandhi. 0040518466-2

I, Ramesh Kumar S/o Dhian
Chand R/01-103, Palam
Apartment, Bijwasan Delhi-
110061 have changed my name
to Ramesh Sangral.

0070681650-1

I Santosh S/o, Sitaram Yadav
R/0-42, Deep-enclave, Vikas-
Nagar, Uttam-Nagar Delhi-
110059, have changed my name
to Santosh Yadav for all
purposes. 0040518466-6

I Rohtash Kumar Kain S/o-
Baldev Singh R/0-2086, Gali-
Zere Fasil, Turkman Gate
Daryaganj Delhi-110002. have
changed my name to Rohtash
Kumar. 0040518514-2

| Parveen Bhaskar Alias Parveen
D/o Suresh Chander Bhaskar
and W/o Mukesh Kumar R/0 Q-
26A, Gali No-6, Vikas Vihar,
Manas Kunj Road, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059, have
changed my name to Parveen

0070681659-1

IPardhuman Puri R/0-D-51,
Gujranwala Apartments, J-
Block, Vikaspuri, N.Delhi-
110018. Changed my Minor
Daughter’s Name Ratan
Prabhato Ratanprabha Puri.

0040518466-1

| Laxmi Bhatia W/o Rajkumar
AdlakhkhaR/0 1507 Jawahar
Colony, Gurudwara Road, NIT
Faridabad have been changed
my name to SIMRAN for all
future purposes. 040518514-1

| Gunjan Khetarpal S/o
Hardaman Siingh R/0-P-57B
Vijay Vihar Uttam Nagar New
Delhi-110059. have changed my
name to Gunjan Khetarpal.

0040518481-1

| Geeta Makhija@Preeti
Bala@Preeti Chawla@Preeti
Makhija W/o Sanjay Makhija
R/0-0-20 GaliNo-21 Block-O
New Mahavir Nagar Tilak
Nagar Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Bhavya
Makhija. 0040518514-3

I Deepak Kumar Chavrasia S/o
Krishan Murari Chaurasia R/o
RZ-685, Indra Park, Palam
Colony, New Delhi-110045, have
changed my nameto Deepak
Kumar Chaurasia for all future
purposes. 0070681652-1

| Aman Kumar R/0 D598/D 2nd
floor Chittranjan Park New
Delhi 110019 have changed my
name to Aman Kumar Singh.
0070681654-1

| Ahmed Maqgbool S/o Magbool
Ahmad R/0 8, Bisati Khana,
Jhansi, UP-284002, have
changed my name to Ahmed
JilahMagbool.  0070681651-1

I, Shreya Khurana D/o Suresh
Khurana R/0 B-245, Surajmal
Vihar, Delhi-110092 have
changed my nameto Shreya.

0040518097-2

CHANGE OF NAME
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50157810

LOST & FOUND

I, Rakesh Kaul S/o Mohan Lal
Kaul H.NO 910, Subhash Nagar,
have lost Conveyance Deed of
Flat: 394B, First Floor, Pocket
11, Janta Flat, Jasola Vihar, New
Delhi-110025. Finder Please
call: 9622396422. 040518415-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client Smt.
Shanta Trehan W/o Sh. Madan Lal
Trehan,Owner/Mutatee of Flat No.127-B,
FF, Block A5B/A5C, Janakpuri, New
Delhi has applied in her name with
Neelam Seth and Seema for conversion
of the aforesaid flat from lease hold to
free hold vide File No. F.32(429)1974/HB
in  DDA. The Original documents i.e.
Allotment cum Demand Letter,
Possession Letter, NOC to Water and
Electric and Site Possession of the
above said Flat has been lost. An
NCRI/LR No. 1824278/2019 dated 1-11-
2019 to this effect has been in P.S.,Crime
Branch, Delhi.

Any Person(s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents may
write / contact with above named person
at above Address/Phone No.
9312400470 within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice.The person
claiming any right, interest, objection with
respect to this property can personally
inform or write to Deputy Director (LAB)H
or Director (LAB)H, D Block,3rd Floor,
Vikas Sadan, New Delhi.

Sd/-B.B.N.DEO, ADVOCATE,Enrol.No.D/387/B/89

SITUATION VACANT

Requires: Instructors
Electrician, Ref & AC Mech.,
Motor Mech., W/S Cal & Sc and
Cookon contract basis,
Qualifications:
NTC/Diploma/Degreein
appropriate trade/experience
inappropriate branch.
Application with Bio-Data
should reach Principal CRPF
ITC,RAF 103 Bn. Campus,
Biharipur, Delhi-110090 within
10days. 0040518392-1

Applications are
invited on the
prescribed application
form for the following
posts: History-1
Chemistry- 2
Physics- 1
Geography- 1
Physical Education- 1
Minimum Qualifications
for the above mentioned
post will be according to
the First Statutes of Dr.B.R
Ambedker University,
Agra and U.P. Goverment
Notifications.
Application forms in
triplicate can be
obtained between
10 am - 1 pm from the
college Office on
payment of Rs. 1000/- or
through DD of Rs. 1050/-
(Payable to the Principal,
St.John’S College, Agra).
Completed application
forms in triplicate
along with attested
copies of Marksheet
Degrees Certificates,
Testimonials etc. must
reach at the following
address by registered
post within 21 days of
the publication of the
advertisement. Those
who had applied for
the post of Physical
Education earlier need
not apply again.

The Principal
St. John's College, Agra

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients (1) Sh. Harswaroop Gautam
S/o Late Sh. Nathi Ram (2) Smt. Radha
Rani W/o Sh. Harswaroop Gautam, Both
R/o H.No. 216A/ 18, lind Floor, Gautam
Nagar, New Delhi- 110049, have severed
all relations & disowned their son namely
Puneet Gautam and his wife Kamini
Gautam from their all movable,
immovable properties due to their
misconduct, misbehaviour. Anybody who
deals with them shall be doing so at their
own risks and consequences and my
clients shall not be responsible for any of
their acts, omissions and commission.
K. S. SHARMA & MADHAVI SINGH
(Advocates)
Ch. No. 481, Lawyers Chambers
Block, Saket Court, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under the Instructions of my client Sh.
Harjender Singh Gabbi S/o Late Sh.
Gurdev Singh R/o H.No. 1172/12,
Govindpuri Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019,
has disowned his son Sh. Ajaib Singh and
his wife Pawanjyot Kaur R/o 30, Brier
Crescent Quakers Hill NSW 2763,
Australia from all his movable-immovable
properties and severed all relation with
them due to their misbhaviour and
misconduct towards my client, If anybody
deals with them will do so at his own risk
and responsibility.
Sd/-
KULDEEP SINGH GREWAL
(ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 873 Lawyers Block,
Saket Court, New Delhi-17,
Tel.: 8447174888

Tamilnadu Newsprint & Paper Ltd.

Regd Office: 67 Mount Road,
Guindy, Chennai-600032

| Alok Kashyap R/o B1/33
Malviya Nagar New Delhi, the
regiesterd holder(s) of the under
mentioned share held in the
above said company, hereby
give notice that the share
certificate(s) in respect of the
said shares have been lostand |
have applied to the Company for
issue of duplicate certificate(s).
Any person having claim in
respect of the said shares
should lodge such claims with
the company at its above
referred address within 15 days
from this date, else the
Company will proceed to issue
duplicate certificate(s) and no
further claim will be entertained
by the Company thereafter.

FolioNo. ~ Certficate No. Distinctive Nos No. of Shares

TNPOO9OTT 46920 00636881- 100
0033688900

! 46921 0053688901 100
0033689000

! 46922 0053689001 100
0053689100

Date: 05/11/2019
Place: New Delhi
Alok Kashyap

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to public at large that our
clients Sh. Yudhveer Singh Jakhar S/o Sh.
Prem Singh Jakhar and Smt. Mamta Jakhar
W/o Sh. Yudhveer Singh Jakhar and Parth
Jakhar S/o Sh. Yudhveer Singh Jakhar all
presently residing at Flat No. 12, Tower-S2,
Sarawasti Apartment, D-6, Vasant Kunj, New
Delhi-110070, our clients are previously
residing at House No. 231, Gali No. 9, Block-
C, Bhajan Pura, Delhi till August 2018 and
thereafter our clients change their address i.e.
Flat No. 12, Tower-S2, Sarawasti Apartment,
D-6, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070 and in
future the address of our clients is/will Flat
No. 12, Tower-S2, Sarawasti Apartment,
D-6, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070 for all
purposes.
Sd/-
NAVAL KISHORE (Advocate)
Ch. No. 351-A, 1st Floor, W. Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
"Under the instructions of our
Clients 1) Sh. Didar Singh S/o Late
S. Gian Singh 2) Smt. Satpal Kaur
W/o Sh. Didar Singh, | hereby inform
the general public that their son Sh.
Harjap Singh Sandhu and his wife
Smt. Kulwinder Kaur, are neither
residing with them nor they are in
our clients control. The behaviour of
Harjap Singh Sandhu & Kulwinder
Kaur is not goot towards our Clients
and thus our Clients have disowned
their son Harjap Singh Sandhu and
his wife Smt. Kulwinder Kaur from
their moveable and immovable
property and have severed all
relations with them with immediate
effect. Anyone dealing with them,
shall be responsible for their own
acts and omissions and our Clients
would not be held liable in that
regard”.
Deepak Diwan (Advocate)
Off.-cum-Resi:M-109, Prem Nagar,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED TO PUBLIC IN LARGE THAT
THE ORIGINAL CONVEYANCE DEED IN THE NAME OF
HARJEET KAUR WHICH IS DULY REGISTERED AS
DOCUMENT NO. 5819 IN BOOK NO. I, VOLUME NO. 143,
ON PAGES 88 TO 90, DATED 29.08.1996, REGISTERED
IN THE OFFICE OF SUB-REGISTRAR-VI, DELHI, FREE
HOLD DOCUMENTS, BUILDING PLANS IN RESPECT OF
PROPERTY NO. 452 KOHAT ENCLAVE, PITAM PURA,
DELHI AND 25 BLANK PAPERS (APPROX.) DULY
SIGNED AND WITH THUMB IMPRESSION OF KARNAIL
SINGH FATHER OF CHARANJEET SINGH, WHICH HAS
BEEN KEPT WITH S. BHUPINDER SINGH (YOUNGER
BROTHER OF CHARANJEET SINGH), IN GOOD FAITH &
TRUST, WHICH (DOCUMENTS FILE) HAS BEEN LOST/
MISPLACED BY HIM AND IS NOT TRACEABLE AFTER
THEIR BEST EFFORTS & CHARANJEET SINGHL HAVE
LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE LR NO. 1827368/2019 DATED
02.11.2019, WITH POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH,
DELHI, IF ANY BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENT,
PLEASE INFORM HIM AT THE ABOVESAID ADDRESS OR
PH. NO.: - 8178937585.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE
AFORESAID PROPERTY AND/OR ANYONE FIND THE
SAID DOCUMENTS, HE/SHE/THEY SHOULD FILE AN FIR
& GIVE INTIMATION TO MY CLIENT AT THE ABOVE SAID
ADDRESS.
Sd/-
RENU BALA
(ADVOCATE)
Enrol. No. D-4533/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concern informed that my
clients Hoshiyar Singh S/o Late Sukh Ram
R/o 34, Dr. Ambedkar Basti, Village Khera
Khurd, Delhi-82 and his wife Rita disowned
and severe all relationship with their son
namely Deepak and his wife Kajal and their
grandchildren's and debarred them from all
their movable and immovable properties
acquired or to be acquired because of their
mis-behaviour & conduct and their nature are
being disobedient. And they has abusing and
quarrelling with my clients, so my clients have
broken all relations from them. Any person
dealing and relation with them in any manner
shall be at their own risk, cost &
consequences and my clients shall not be
responsible for any act and deed of the
aforesaid.
Sd/-
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
ENRL. NO. D-152/1988

NOTICE
Be it Known to all that the Original (i)
Sale Deed dated 28/12/2017 duly
registered as Doc. No. 5757 dated
30/12/2017 in respect of Ground Floor
of Property No. B-7 Extn./119,
Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi; (ii)
Sale Deed dated 12/07/2012 duly
registered as Doc. No. 10474 dated
17109/2012 in respect of Entire Terrace
of Property No. C-84, Anand Niketan,
New Delhi; (iii) G.P.A dated 01/04/2016;
(iv) Other Original Property Papers;(v)
Various Cheque Books; (vi) Company
Pan Cards, etc. has been stolen for
which the FIR/ Complaint being SR.
No. 430/2014 and LR No. 1696314/2019
dated 08/10/2019 has also been lodged
with Crime Branch, Delhi. If all or any of
the aforesaid document(s) is/ are
found,please contact the undersigned.

Sanjeev Dhingra, Mob.9999198009

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Tender Notice No.e-5/Jnnurm/19-20

Date : 04.11.2019

The Commissioner, Coimbatore Corporation hereby invites Bids through both on-line
and off-line from eligible bidders for the following works:

= Estimate Bid  Period of

;‘ Name of work Amount Security Completion
Procurement of Multi-purpose Amphibious Machine (1 No)  Rs. Rs. 2

1 for excavation and dredging works in the water bodies 7.86  8.00 onths
within the City Limit Roc.N0.7929/18/JN 5 Crore Lakh
Procurement of Light Commercial Vehicles (LCV’s) (44 Nos) R R

2 for door-to-door Collection and Transportation of segregated 2 26 2 g(') 2
Organic Wastes from the Households to Micro Composting Crore Lakh Months

Centres (MCC) Roc. No. 10769/17/JN4

Atwo cover bidding procedure will be adopted. The bidders shall satisfy the qualification
criteria and the financial criteria as mentioned in the bid document. The bidding documents will
be available from 15.11.2019 to 05.12.2019 and downloaded / uploaded from the website
https://tntenders.gov.in on or before at 15.00 Hours on 05.12.2019 through online. Tender
Submission will be closed at 15.00 hours and opened at 16.00 hours on 06.12.2019 through

offline.

Roc.No :7929 / 18 /JN5

Off  :0422-2396026 / 0422-2391122
e-mail : commr.coimbatore@tn.gov.in
e-mail : sejnnurm@ccmc.gov.in

DIPR/ 4046 /TENDER/2019

The COMMISSIONER

COIMBATORE CORPORATION,

COIMBATORE CORPORATION OFFICE BUILDING,

BIG BAZAAR STREET, COIMBATORE - 641 001.
Commissioner, Coimbatore Corporation

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
my clients Namely Sh. Devanand
Aggarwal and Smt. Geeta Rani W/o Sh.
Devanand Aggarwal both R/o H. No.
62-B, Gali No. 6, Kundan Nagar, Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi-110092, have
disowned/disentitled their son Sh.
Vishal Aggarwal and his wife Smt.
Chhavi Aggarwal, from all their
moveable and immovable properties
and also severed all their relations with
them. My clients shall not be
responsible for any of acts, deeds and
things done by his son above named
and his wife, in future. Any person
dealing with them shall be doing so at
his own costs, risk and consequences.
Digvijay Singh Advocate
Ch. No. C-46, F.F., C.L. Joseph Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi — 110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Shiv dutt sharma S/o
Mahender pratap sharma and
pratibha sharma w/o shiv dutt
sharma R/o B-1/105 harsh vihar
Delhi- 93 have broken all the
relations and deberred their son
namely Ashish sharma and his
wife poonam sharma from
movable-immovable properties
due to the their misbehavior my
clients will not be responsible for
the any act
Advocate Anil Sood
Enroliment No. P/365/1996

UTTAR HARYANA BLJLI VITRAN NIGAM

CORRIGENDUM-V NOTICE

SR. LETTER/MEMO NAME OF DEPT. OLD REFERENCE/ NATURE OF WEBSITE OFTHE NODAL OFFICER/

NO. NO. & DATE

/BOARD/CORP  NIT/TENDER NO. CORRIGENDUM DEPT./BOARD/

/AUTH.

1. Ch-45/XEN/

R-APDRP/ Officer SG-AMC/FMS/2019 seprojects @uhbvn.org.in
SG-AMC/FMS/
NIT-24 dated
29.10.2019
DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WEST -lll
NANGLOI PH-lll: NEAR BARAT GHAR: NEW DELHI-41
N.LT. No. 45 WEST- Ill/ (2019-20)
S. Description Amount put Tender Earnest Date of release of Last date/time for
No. to tender Fee Money tender in e tender download
procurement through e
solution procurement
solution
1. Improvement of water supply system by Rs. Rs. Rs. 01.11.2019 25.11.2019
replacing old/damaged water lines in F 1,03,49,593/- 1000/- 2,07,000/- I.D. No.2019_DJB at 3.00 P.M
Block, Vikas Puri AC-31 under EE (West) IlI _183275_1
Further details in this regard can be seen at (http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.)
Sd/-

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 500/2019-20

Chief Technology 24/XEN R-APDRP/

CORP./AUTH

Date extended  www.uhbvn.org.in

CONTACT DETAILS/
E-MAIL

9317554907

EX. ENGINEER (WEST)-IlI
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RBINORMS FOR NBFC-NDs WITH ¥10K CR ASSET SIZE, DEPOSIT TAKING NBFCs

NBFCs asked to maintain liquidity buffer;

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

AT Atime when the financial sec-
tor is roiled by liquidity manage-
ment issues, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has asked all non-de-
posit taking non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFC-NDs) with
asset size of Rs 10,000 crore and
above and all deposit-taking non-
banking financial companies
(NBFCs)irrespective of their asset
size to maintain a liquidity buffer
in terms of liquidity coverage ra-
tio(LCR). LCR refers to the propor-
tion of highly liquid assets held by
companies to ensure their ongo-
ing ability to meet short-term ob-
ligations.

LCRwill promote resilience of
NBEFCs to potential liquidity dis-
ruptions by ensuring that they
have sufficient high quality liquid
asset (HQLA) to survive any acute
liquidity stress scenario lasting for
30days, the central bank said.

Inits guidelines for the asset li-
ability management (ALM)
framework of NBFCs, the RBI said
the stock of HQLA to be main-
tained by the NBFCs should be a
minimum of 100 per cent of total
net cash outflows over the next 30
calendar days. “The LCR require-
ment shall be binding on NBFCs
from December 1, 2020 with the
minimum HQLAs to be held be-
ing 50 per cent of the LCR, progres-
sively reaching up to the required
level of 100 per centby December
1,2024,” the RBI said.

Further, all non-deposit taking
NBFCs with asset size of Rs 5,000
crore and above but less than Rs
10,000 crore should also maintain
the required level of LCR starting

Eye on preventing
potential
systemicrisk

THE RBI has brought NBFCs under the LCR to prevent any
potential systemic risk in the future as the IL&FS collapse and
the crisis-hit DHFL had put the financial sector into a turmoil.

Now NBFCs will have to keep high quality assets like cash,
government securities and marketable securities issued or
guaranteed by foreign sovereigns as a buffer to tackle any risk
or shock. These assets can be readily sold or used as collateral
to obtain funds in a range of stress scenarios and bring the
situation control in the future. However, the RBI seems to
have shut the stable door after the horses have bolted.

December 1, 2020, and up to 100
per cent by December 1,2024.

The RBI move follows liquid-
ity crunch among some NBFCs in
meeting their recent repayment
obligations after the collapse of
the Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services (IL&FS) group.

According to the RBI, assets to
beincluded asHQLA without any
haircutinclude cash, government
securities and marketable securi-
ties issued or guaranteed by for-
eign sovereigns.

Liquid assets comprise of high
quality assets that can be readily
sold orused as collateral to obtain
fundsinarange of stress scenarios.

“They shall be unencumbered.
Assets are considered to be high
quality liquid assets if they can be
easily and immediately converted
into cash atlittle ornoloss of value.

“The liquidity of an asset de-
pends on the underlying stress
scenario, the volume to be mon-
etized and the timeframe consid-

ered,” the RBI said.

All non-deposit taking NBFCs
withasset size of Rs 100 crore and
above, systemically important
core investment companies and
all deposit taking NBFCsirrespec-
tive of their asset size, should ad-
here to the set of liquidity risk
management guidelines, the RBI
said. However, these guidelines
will not apply to Type 1 NBFC-
NDs, non-operating financial
holding companies and stand-
alone primary dealers, it added.

“Itwill be the responsibility of
the board of each NBFC to ensure
that the guidelines are adhered to.
The internal controls required to
be put in place by NBFCs as per
these guidelines should be sub-
jecttosupervisory review,” it said.

Further, as a matter of pru-
dence, all other NBFCs are also en-
couraged to adopt these guide-
lines on liquidity risk
management on a voluntary ba-
sis, the RBl added.

minimum stock of HQLAs to be held fixed

Regulatory Sandbox:
Retail payments set as
theme for first cohort

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India on
Monday announced the opening
of the first cohort (end-to-end
process) under the Regulatory
Sandbox (RS) with retail pay-
ments as its theme.

The products and services
which, among others, will be
considered for inclusion under
RS include mobile payments in-
cluding feature phone based pay-
ment services, offline payment
solutions and contactless pay-
ments, the RBI said.

The adoption of ‘retail pay-
ments’ as the theme is expected
to spur innovation in digital pay-
ments space and help in offering
payment services to the un-
served and underserved seg-
ment of the population, the RBI
said on Monday.

ARegulatory Sandbox usually
refers to live testing of new prod-
ucts or services ina controlled or
test regulatory environment for
which regulators may or may not
permit certain relaxations for the
limited purpose of the testing.

“Migration to digital modes
of making a payment can obvi-
ate some of the costs associated
with a cash economy and can
give customers a friction-free ex-
perience,” it said.

‘Muted Diwali demand, GDP growth may fall to 5.8%’

Despite efforts mounted by the Centre, demand has been “muted” during festive time, and thisleads to a 0.30 per
cent cut in FY20 GDP growth forecast to 5.8 per cent, brokerage Bank of America Merrill Lynch (BofAML) said

0.15%1he percentage
by which the Reserve Bank
could cut keyratesin
February review, over the
0.25 per cent expected after

China says no
‘promise
fatigue’ on
opening its
economy

REUTERS
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 4

THERE IS no “promise fatigue”
about China’s efforts to open its
economy to foreign businesses,
the government said on Monday
on the eve of week-long import
fair, after the European Union
said China needed to make rapid
and substantial improvements.

The EU, China’s largest trad-
ing partner, said last week ahead
of the Shanghai fair that there
was a risk of “promise fatigue”,
urging China to show “more am-
bition and genuine effort towards
rebalancing and a level playing
field”. China has long been
dogged by accusations of unfair
trade practices, from forced tech
transfers to protectionist market
entry policies. It has been criti-
cised for making promises to
open its market and not deliver-
ing on them.

Speaking at a daily news
briefing, foreign ministry
spokesman, Geng Shuang, said
China was pleased to note the
EU’s statement mentioned how
European companies’ sales had
benefited from the fair last year,
the first of its kind in the country.

the December meeting

59%0 Economic growth has
slipped to a six-year low of 5
per cent for the June quarter;

itis expected to turn in lower

cent on the fiscal deficit

than thatin the September targets of the government
quarter. Lack of consumption
is seen as one of the key WAYSTO GRAPPLE WITH
factors pulling down FISCALSITUATION
growth m Privatisation
mHigher bond
LENDING RATE 6.1% buybacks by the
CUTS: The only The percentage central bank
way out of the to which the RBI mTake on board
present has cutits FY20 theRs 53,000
slowdown, real GDP growth crore extra
accordingto projection capital from RBI
BofAML identified by the
Jalan committee
FISCALDEFICIT: With official
datashowingthatover92per = STEPS RBIMAY TAKETO
cent of the fiscal deficit gap BOOST LIQUIDITY
being utilised within the six mReductionin the cash
months of the fiscal, and the reserve ratio
0.8 per centimpact because mRelook at the amount of
of the corporate tax cuts, deposits parked with it by

thereisalikelihood of 0.5 per

lenders

“There is a need to innovate
payment services for feature
phones to provide the necessary
thrust towards enhanced adop-
tion of digital payments by vari-
ous strata of society,” the RBI said
ina statement.

Though mobile internet
speed has risen, connectivity is-
sues remain unresolved in large
areas, it said. “Therefore, provid-
ing an option of off-line pay-
ments through mobile devices
for furthering the adoption of
digital payments is required,” it
said.

Contactless payments, while
decreasing the time taken for
payment checkout, also ease
payments for small ticket pay-
ment transactions. Tokenisation
technologies often form the ba-
sis of facilitating seamless e-com-
merce experiences fuelled by
mobile and other connected de-
vices, the RBI said.

The RBI said the live testing of
new products or services in a
controlled environment may re-
quire a bank or NBFC or any other
partner for the testing to com-
mence. In such cases, a suitable
partner may be secured in ad-
vance to be eligible for admission
to the RS, it said.

The window for submission
of application for the first cohort
shall be open from November 15
to December 15,2019, it said.
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RUPEE

70.77

OIL
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To tackle NPA under-reporting
and misconduct, RBI asks private
banks to set clawback mechanism

Sets norms on compensation of whole-time directors, CEOs

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has tightened the guidelines for
compensation packages of
whole-time directors(WTDs)and
chief executive officers (CEOs) of
private and foreign banks, and
asked them to putin place a claw-
back mechanism to address the
misconduct risk and under-re-
porting of bad loans.

In its guidelines on compen-
sation of WTDs and CEOs of
banks, the RBIsaid, “Wherever the
assessed divergence in bank’s pro-
visioning for non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) or asset classification
exceeds the prescribed threshold
for public disclosure, the bank
should not pay the unvested por-
tion of the variable compensation
for the assessment year under
‘malus’ clause.” Several private
banks had reported governance
issues and suppressed non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) to artifi-
cially show better performance,
even as their CEOs got higher pay
packages year after year.

“Further, insuch situations, no
proposal for increase in variable
pay (for the assessment year)
should be entertained. In case the
bank’s post-assessment gross
NPAs are less than 2.0 per cent,
these restrictions will apply only
if criteria for public disclosure are
triggered either on account of di-
vergence in provisioning or both
provisioning and asset classifica-
tion,” the central bank said.

The banks should identify a
representative set of situations in
their compensation policies,
whichrequire them toinvoke the

The RBI said guaranteed
bonus is not consistent
with sound risk
management or the ‘pay
for performance’
principles and should
not be part of the
compensation plan

malus and clawback clauses that
may be applicable on entire vari-
able pay, itadded.

The RBI also said guaranteed
bonus is not consistent with
sound risk management or the
‘pay for performance’ principles
and should not be part of the com-
pensation plan. “Therefore, guar-
anteed bonus should only occur
in the context of hiring new staff
as joining/sign-on bonus and be
limited to the first year,” it added.

The banking regulator said a
substantial proportion of com-
pensation — atleast 50 per cent —
should be variable and paid on the
basis of individual, business-unit
and firm-wide measures that ad-
equately measure performance.
At higher levels of responsibility,
the proportion of variable pay
should be higher, it said.

“The total variable pay should
be limited to a maximum of 300
per cent of the fixed pay (for the
relative performance measure-
ment period).In case variable pay
is up to 200 per cent of the fixed
pay, a minimum of 50 per cent of
the variable pay; and in case vari-
able pay is above 200 per cent, a
minimum of 67 per cent of the
variable pay should be via non-
cash instruments,” the RBI said.

In the event that an executive
is barred by statute or regulation
from grant of sharelinked instru-
ments, his/her variable pay will be
capped at 150 per cent of the fixed
pay, but should not beless than 50
per cent of the fixed pay, it added.

The deteriorationin the finan-
cial performance of the bank
should generally lead to a contrac-
tionin the totalamount of variable
compensation, which canevenbe
reduced to zero, the RBI said.

For senior executives, includ-
ing WTDs and other employees
who are MRTs (material risk tak-
ers), deferral arrangements must
invariably exist for the variable
pay, regardless of the quantum of
pay. For such executives of abank,
a minimum of 60 per cent of the
total variable pay must invariably
be under deferral arrangements.
Further, if cash component s part
of variable pay, atleast 50 per cent
of the cash bonus should also be
deferred, the RBI said. However, in
cases where the cash component
of variable payis underRs 25 lakh,
deferral requirements would not
be necessary;, it said.

Amalus arrangement permits
the bank to prevent vesting of all
or partof theamount of adeferred
remuneration. A clawback,on the
other hand, is a contractual agree-
mentbetween the employee and
the bank in which the employee
agrees to return previously paid
or vested remuneration to the
bank under certain circum-
stances. “When setting criteria for
the application of malus and claw-
back, banks should also specify a
period during which malus
and/or clawback can be applied,
covering at least deferral and re-
tention periods,” the RBI said.

Infosys on whistleblower complaints: No
evidence received to corroborate allegations

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

INFOSYS, WHICH is facing allega-
tions of “disturbing unethical
practices”, on Monday said it has
not received any supporting evi-
dence to corroborate the allega-
tions in the anonymous com-
plaints filed by whistleblowers.
“With respect to the anony-
mous complaints, there is no
prima facie evidence that the
company has received until date
to corroborate any of the allega-
tions made,” Infosys said. “In any
event, the Audit Committee re-
tained the services of the law firm,
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas &
Co. to investigate the matter,” it
said in a stock exchange filing.
Moreover, even before the ap-
pointment of the independentin-
vestigator, the Audit Committee

PM SAYS TALKS FAILED TO ADDRESS INDIA’S ‘OUTSTANDING ISSUES’
Industry bodies ‘support’ not joining RCEP,
dairy representatives call it ‘daring’ move

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

INDUSTRY, TRADERS and farm-
ers on Monday appreciated the
Modi government’s decision not
to join China-backed mega
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP).
The country’s leading milk sup-
plier Amul described the move
as “landmark”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Bangkok said India will
not join China-backed RCEP deal
as negotiations failed to satisfac-
torily address New Delhi’s “out-
standing issues and concerns”.

He made the announcement
during his speech at the RCEP
Summit here, which was at-
tended by several world leaders,
including Chinese Premier Li
Keqgiang. “CIl appreciates
Government of India’s stance on
addressing all outstanding issues
before joining RCEP,” said
Vikram Kirloskar, President,
Confederation of Indian
Industry.

He said the CII will continue
to support and work with gov-
ernment in its endeavour to inte-
grate with the global economy

The long term interest of
industryinIndiais to get
wellintegrated in global
value chains and
beneficial trade
agreements could play
importantrolesin
realising this interest”

VIKRAM KIRLOSKAR
PRESIDENT, ClI

through mutually beneficial
trade agreements.

The long term interest of in-
dustry in India is to get well in-
tegrated in global value chains
and beneficial trade agreements
could play important roles in
realising this interest, said
Kirloskar.

FICCI President Sandip
Somany said the chamber fully
supports the Prime Minister’s
decision against joining RCEP, as
India’s several concerns remain
unaddressed and various issues
are unresolved so far in the pro-
posed deal under negotiation.

Inrecent months serious ap-
prehensions and reservations on
RCEP have been expressed by a

The chamber fully
supports the decision...,
asIndia’s several concerns
remain unaddressed and
various issues are
unresolved so farinthe
proposed deal under
negotiation”

SANDIP SOMANY
PRESIDENT, FICCI

large number of sectors includ-
ing steel, plastics, copper, alu-
minium, machine tools, paper,
automobiles, chemicals, petro-
chemicals and others, he said.
Further, there were not
enough positive developments
inthe area of trade in services in-
cluding easier mobility for our
professionals and service-
providers, Somany said.
Traders’ body CAIT said
Chinese products, which are
very low priced and of substan-
dard quality, are creating a dise-
quilibrium in Indian markets.
CAIT Secretary-General
Praveen Khandelwal appealed to
the prime minister that after
“this landmark move”, the gov-

ernment should now work dilli-
gently towards creating a more
conducive environment for re-
tail trade in India and also erase
all anomalies and disbalances
created by the Law violating e-
commerce companies.

The dairy industry had ex-
pressed apprehension that the
16-nation trade pact would se-
verely impact dairy farmers be-
cause of cheaper imports from
Australia and New Zealand.

Amul managing directorR S
Sodhi described the move as
“daring” and “landmark” which
will protect the interest of 10
crore farmers engaged in pro-
duction of milk and related
products. Sodhi said the PM has
assured the industry that the
government would protect their
interest.

If finalised, the RCEP would
have become the world’s largest
free trade area, comprising half
of the world population and will
account for nearly 40 per cent of
the global commerce and 35 per
cent of the gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP).

The sources said except India,
all 15 RCEP member countries
were on board in finalising the
deal at Monday’s summit.

Shares of Infosys, which had plunged 16 per cent
when details about the complaints surfaced on
October 21, gained 3 per cent to X709 on the BSE on
Monday after the company’s clarification

began consultations with inde-
pendentinternal auditors Emst &
Young, it said. “The independent
internal auditors were given a
mandate to review certain
processes on the basis of the alle-
gation in the anonymous com-
plaints,” the filing said.

Infosys shares, which had
plunged 16 per cent when details
about the complaints surfaced on
October 21, gained 3 percenttoRs
709 on the BSE on Monday after
the company’s clarification.

According to Infosys Chairman
Nandan Nilekani’s statement last

Qil rises over
1% on hopes of
US-China deal,
improved
crude outlook

COLLINEATON
HOUSTON, NOVEMBER 4

OIL PRICES rose more than 1 per
cent on Monday, buoyed by an
improved outlook for crude de-
mand as better-than-expected
US jobs growth added to market
hopes a preliminary US-China
trade deal would be reached this
month. Brent crude futures for
January rose 76 cents, or 1.2 per
cent to $62.45 a barrel by 11:31
a.m. CST (1731 GMT). December
US crude futures were up 83
cents, or 1.5 per cent, at $57.03 a
barrel.

Brent traded near its highest
in more than a month as market
optimism about progress in US-
China trade negotiations pro-
pelled US stock indexes to record
highs, helping to elevate oil.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
and US President Donald Trump
have been in continuous touch
through “various means,” China
said on Monday, when asked
when and where the twoleaders
might meet to sign a trade deal.

On Friday, prices jumped by
about $2 a barrel after US officials
said a deal could be signed this
month. REUTERS

month, one board member re-
ceived two anonymous com-
plaints on September 30. One
complaint was dated September
20, titled ‘Disturbing unethical
practices’, and the second un-
dated, Whistleblower Complaint’.
Nilekani said these complaints
were placed before the Audit
Committee on October 10 and be-
fore the non-executive members
of the board on October 11.
However, stock exchanges
were not informed about these
complaints and the company in-
formed the bourses only on

October 21 — almost three weeks
after the board members received
the complaints.

On October 16, the company
was made aware of a letter that
refers to the September 30, 2019
complaint purportedly written to
the Office of Whistleblower
Protection Program, Washington,
DG, it said. US market regulator
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) hasinitiated an
investigation into the anonymous
whitleblowers’ allegations of un-
ethical practices to fudge numbers
and governance lapses at Infosys.
The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi)is alsolooking
into the issue.

Defending its decision to not
report theissue to bourses, Infosys
said, “the anonymous complaints
do not fall within the purview of
deemed material events under
the LODR Regulations.”

New tax regime, Gruh
Finance stake sale drive
HDFC Q2 net up 61%

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

MORTGAGE MAJOR Housing
Development Finance
Corporation (HDFC) Monday
posted a standalone net profit of
Rs 3,962 crore, a 61 per cent rise
year-on-year (y-0-y),led by Gruh
Finance stake sale and lower tax
expenses. Dividend from HDFC
Bank and Gruh Finance totalling
Rs 1,073.8 crore was received in
the second quarter of FY20, lead-
ing to alarge y-o-y spike inits div-
idend income fromRs 5.77 crore.
The reported net profit beat ana-
lysts’ estimate of Rs 3,264.8 crore
compiled by Bloomberg.

Speaking to reporters post-
earnings announcement, HDFC
vice chairman and CEO Keki
Mistry said, “The numbers were
aided by new tax regime and
Gruh Finance stake sale. The de-
mand for individual housing
loans continues to be strong and
average loan amount came down
toRs 26,60,000 from Rs 27,00,000
in the last quarter.”

Profit on sale of investments
came in at Rs 1,627.09 crore, an
82.5 per centrise compared to the
previous year, led by sale of stake
in Gruh Finance. The lower tax ex-
pense at Rs 568.85 crore, against

“The demand for
individual housing loans
continues to be strong
and average loan amount
came down to
¥26,60,000 from
¥27,00,000in the last
quarter”

KEKIMISTRY
VICE CHAIRMAN AND CEO, HDFC

Rs 1,022 crore a year ago, also
boosted profit.

The company earned a netin-
terest income — the difference
between interest earned and in-
terest expended — of Rs 3,021
crore in the quarter, a growth of
17 per cent compared to the year-
ago period. Net interest margin
remained unchanged at 3.3 per
cent for the half year ended
September. The total income
cameinatRs13,494.12 croreand
registered a 19.87 per cent y-0-y
rise. HDFC's asset quality margin-
ally deteriorated as gross NPAs as
a percentage of loans outstand-
ing stood at 1.33 per cent, as
against 1.29 per centin the previ-
ous quarter.

The gross non-performing
loans were at Rs 5,655 crore this
quarter, compared with Rs 5,315
crore in the last quarter. FE
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Bombay HC asks
RBI to file affidavit
in PMC Bank case

Govt unveils
I'T initiatives
for faster
customs
clearance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday
unveiled two new IT initiatives,
ICEDASH and ATITHI, for im-
proved monitoring and increas-
ing the pace of customs clearance
of goods. These initiatives will also
facilitate arriving international
passengers with e-filing of bag-
gage and currency declarations.

While launching the initia-
tives, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanlauded the measures
taken by the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
to “leverage technology for pro-
viding better taxpayer services”,
according to an official release.

She also mentioned that the
significantimprovementinIndia’s
global ranking in the trading
across border is in no small meas-
ure onaccountof the information
technology (IT) and other reforms
carried out by CBIC.

The minister expressed opti-
mism that both ICEDASH and
ATITHI would be key drivers for
further improvement especially
as they reduce interface and in-
crease transparency of customs
functioning.

ATITHI, she added, would in
particular create a tech-savvy im-
age of India’s customs and would
encourage tourism and business
travel to India.

ICEDASH is an ‘ease of doing
business (EoDB) monitoring
dashboard’ of the Indian Customs
helping public see the daily cus-
toms clearance times of import
cargo atvarious ports and airports.

With ICEDASH, Indian cus-
toms has taken a lead globally to
provide an effective tool that helps
the businesses compare clearance
times across ports and plan their
logistics accordingly. This dash-
board has been developed by CBIC
in collaboration with NIC, the re-
lease said. ICEDASH can be ac-
cessed through the CBIC website.
With ATITHIis amobile app forin-
ternational travelers to file the
Customs declaration in advance.

Passengers canuse thisappto
file declaration of dutiable items
and currency with the Indian
Customs even before boarding the
flight to India.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Monday asked the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) what steps it
had taken to protect the inter-
ests of the depositors of the
Punjab and Maharashtra Co-op-
erative (PMC) Bank.

The court was hearing a
clutch of writ petitions and a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
filed by the aggrieved depositors
of the bank, challenging restric-
tions imposed on withdrawals by
the RBI. The court directed the
RBI to file its affidavit and ad-
journed the case until further
hearing on November 19. On
September 23, the RBI imposed
regulatory restrictions on the
PMC Bank for six months over al-
leged financial irregularities. The
withdrawal limit for account
holders was initially limited toRs
10,000 and then raised to Rs
40,000.

Adivision Bench of Justice SC
Dharmadhikari and Justice R 1
Chagla said the court only

wanted to know what the RBI
was doing in the case and that
the RBI would be the judge in a
financial issue of this nature.

“The RBI knows all the affairs
of the bank in question. RBI s the
bankers’ bank and an expert
body on such issues. We do not
want to interfere and dilute your
(RBI's) authority,” the court said.

Refusing to grant any interim
relief in the case, the High Court
also said that it cannot prevent
the RBI from taking action in the
case and that it cannot grant ac-
cess to lockers in the bank, as
sought by one of the petitioners.

The bench added that by fil-
ing multiple petitions lawyers
should not get the petitioners
hopes up. “Courts are not magi-
cians. Let us not give false hopes
to the depositors,” Justice
Dharmadhikari said.

Several account holders in
PMC had taken to the streets
protesting against the restric-
tions imposed by the RBI on
withdrawals which had ren-
dered many of them without ac-
cess to the money in their ac-
counts. WITH PTI
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REPORTS OF US, CHINA REACHING A TRADE DEAL BOOST SENTIMENT

Rupee closes at five-week

high on strong Asian cues

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 4

THE RUPEE closed at a five-
week high on Monday, led by
positive cues from the Asian
currencies after reports indi-
cated the US and China may
soon reach an interim trade
deal. The rupee rose to as high
as 70.55 against the dollar on
Monday before closing the ses-
sionat 70.77 against the green-
back.

The Chinese yuan rose after
US Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross said on Sunday
that he is optimistic the US
would reach a phase one trade
deal with China this month and
that the countries’ leaders are
planning to meet soon.

On top of this, the equity
markets continued to receive
strong inflows from foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs). In the
last two sessions, foreign in-
vestors poured over $500 mil-
lion on a net basis while FPIs

Sensex hits record closing peak

Mumbai: The Sensex on
Monday rose 137 points to hit
anew closing high of 40,302,
led by gainsinIT, metal and fi-
nancial stocks amid positive
global cues.

Extending its gains for the
seventh consecutive session,
the 30-share Sensex settled
136.93 points, or 0.34 per cent,
higher at40,301.96.The index
also hit its lifetime intra-day
high of 40,483.21.

The NSE Nifty advanced
50.70 points, or 0.43 per cent,
tocloseat 11,941.30.Top gain-
ers in the Sensex pack in-
cluded Infosys, Vedanta, Tata

bought $2.3 billion worth of
shares since the beginning of
October. At the same time, FPIs
bought Indian debt worth $947
million in the same period.

M V Srinivasan, vice-presi-
dent at Mecklai Financial

‘Bank credit growth to moderate to 8.5% in FY20’

Growth in bank credit may decelerate sharply to 8-8.5 per cent in FY20 from 13.3 per cent last fiscal, mainly
due to decline in incremental credit in first half of the current fiscal, rating agency Icra said

THREE PRIMARY
DOMESTIC SOURCES OF
FUNDING:

M Bank credit

M Corporate bonds

B Commercial paper
outstanding

4%
Expected growth in volume
of bonds outstanding in

FY20, from 12 per centin
FY2019

6.2-6.8%

Expected range of credit
growth in FY20, falling from
13.5 per centin FY19

X0.19 trillion

IOB net loss widens to
2,254 cr In Sept quarter

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 4

REELING UNDER the impact of
the ageing sticky assets and conse-
quent higher provisioning, the net
loss of Indian Overseas Bank (IOB)
widened to Rs 2,253.64 crore for
the second quarter of FY20, com-
pared to a net loss of Rs 487.26
crore in the corresponding quarter
last fiscal.

Total income declined 6 per
cent to Rs 5,024 crore, against Rs
5,348.35 crore. Provisions rose to
Rs2,996.04 crore during the quar-
ter from Rs 2,016.60 crore in the
same quarter last year. Karnam
Sekar, managing director and
chief executive officer, said in-
creased provisioning resulted in
widening of the loss though the
bank was able contain fresh slip-
pages in the second quarter.

The bank s focusing its efforts
to come out of PCA by March 2020
by making prudential provisions.
Accordingly, the bank provided
proactively for the likely shortfall

Total income declined
6 per cent t0 35,024
crore, against
%5,348.35 crore in the
year-ago period

in securities for the existing NPAs
amounting to Rs 1,081 crore. The
bank has made required provi-
sioning in advances in specific ac-
countssoastoimprove net NPA to
bring it below 6 per cent, he said.

The gross non-performing as-
set came down to Rs 28,673.95
crore, which as a percentage of
gross advances was at 20 per cent,
compared with Rs 37,109.96 crore
(24.73 per cent) during the same
period last year. Net NPA also
came down to Rs 12,507.97 crore
(9.84 per cent) as compared toRs
18,876.05 crore (14.34 per cent).
The provision coverage ratio stood
at75.85 per cent. Total cash recov-
ery for September 2019 was Rs
727.96 crore, against Rs 637.05
crore in June 2019. FE

Decline in incremental bank
credit during first half of
FY20

FACTORS RESPONSIBLE
FORDECLINE IN
INCREMENTAL CREDIT IN

‘Myntra logs
<539 cr loss
in 2018-19°

New Delhi: Flipkart-owned
Myntra has seen a manifold rise
in net loss to Rs 539.20 crore in
FY2018-19, according to regula-
tory documents.

The fashion e-tailer had reg-
istered losses to the tune of Rs
151.22 crore in the previous
year, documents sourced by
business intelligence platform
Tofler said.

However, the company’s
revenue from operations more
than doubled to Rs 1,041.10
crore in FY’19 from Rs 398.33
crore in the previous fiscal, it
added. PTI

FY20:

M Muted economic

growth

B Lower working capital
requirements of borrowers
M Risk aversion among
lenders

LIKELY FALLIN CP
OUTSTANDING
VOLUME: The recent
changes in mutual
funds regulations are
likely toresultina
decline in the volume
of commercial paper
(CP) outstanding by
March 2020

FALLIN CREDITTO
SERVICES SECTOR:
As per RBI data, shrink
inincremental credit
outstanding to
services and industrial
segments offset the
growth in credit to the
retail segment during
H1FY20

Steel, ONGC, and ICICI Bank,
rising up to 3.05 per cent.

Onthe otherhand, Maruti,
Hero MotoCorp, Indusind
Bank, Tata Motor and
PowerGrid lost up to 2.54 per
cent. As per experts, better lig-
uidity from foreign funds, de-
escalationingeopolitical risks
and focus on upcoming re-
forms to revive growth
buoyed domestic investor
sentiment.

Globally, bourses in
Shanghai, Hong Kong and
Seoul settled higher on opti-
mism over the US-China trade
deal. PTI

Services, confirmed that the
yuan opened quite strongly on
Monday morning following
comments from Ross, that in
turn impacted the rupee also.
“Dollar weakness in the
overseas market has also con-

tributed to the rupee strength
while the recent inflows into
the Indian equities have pro-
vided modest support to the
currency. Most of the data com-
ing out of the US have been
slightly unfavourable for the
greenback in recent times. If
yuan goes below 7 in coming
days, the rupee will continue to
track the yuan. However, com-
ments on the US-China trade
development will dictate the
direction,” he said.

The dollar index, which
tracks the strength of the US
dollar against a basket of US
trade partners’ currencies,
moved down by about 2 per
cent since the beginning of
October to 97.288 as on
Monday evening.

The rupee has remained rel-
atively stable this year, led by
strong FPI and foreign direct in-
vestment flows. Compared to
over 13 per cent depreciation
last year, the rupee has seen a
1.41 per cent depreciation so far
in 2019. FE

Moody’s downgrades
Motherson Sumi’s outlook
from stable to negative

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 4

MOODY’S INVESTORS Service on
Monday changed the outlook on
the issuer rating of Motherson
Sumi Systems Ltd to negative
from stable and at the same time
it has affirmed the “Baa3” rating.
Data from Bloomberg showed that
total debt of Macrotech
Developers Ltd stood at11,534.2
crore as on March 2019.

“The negative outlook princi-
pally reflects the weak perform-
ance of Motherson'’s greenfield
operations as well as slowing
global auto sales, and our con-
cerns around timely recovery, in
turn weighing on the company’s
consolidated earnings and cash
flow generation,” said Kaustubh

Chaubal, vice-president and sen-
ior credit officer, Moody’s
Investors Service.

In its rating rationale, the rat-
ing agency said that Motherson’s
European operations accounted
for more than 40 per cent of the
company’s consolidated revenue
in the fiscal year ended March 31,
2019.Weak auto demand, partic-
ularly in the company’s European
operations and a delay in the
ramp-up of its greenfield expan-
sions have hurt the company’s
credit profile.

Moody’s expectsa 3.8 per cent
declineinglobal light vehicle sales
in 2019 and another 0.9 per cent
declinein2020. Moody’s negative
sector outlook for auto part pro-
ducers incorporates the expecta-
tion of a 100-150 basis points de-
cline in profitability in 2019, with
no significant recovery in 2020. FE

Trai defers Nov 1l deadline for revamped MNP

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

THE TELECOM Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) on
Monday postponed the imple-
mentation of revised MNP
process, earlier scheduled to
come into effect on November
11, as it cited “technical issues” at
the telcos’ and porting service
providers’ end and emphasised
on the need for full robust test-
ing prior to migration.

Trai said fresh date will be
notified in due course and that
the porting of mobile numbers
will, for now, continue in accor-
dance with the existing process

Bajaj Fin opens QIP, sets
floor price at X4,020/share

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

BAJA] FINANCE on Monday in-
formed the exchanges that its
board of directors had approved
the opening of the qualified insti-
tutional placement (QIP) of its
shares, through which the firm is
aiming to raise up to Rs 8,500
crore. It said it has set the floor

price of the QIP at Rs4,019.78 per
equity share. Bajaj Finance said it
may offer a discount on the floor
price as may be approved by its
special committee.

The announcement came af-
ter market hours. The scrip closed
Monday’s session up 1.14 per cent
atRs4,115.95 on the BSE. It posted
a 63 per cent rise in consolidated
net profit toRs 1,506 crore for the
September quarter. FE

Trai said fresh date will
be notified in due
course and that the
porting of mobile
numbers will not being
affected during
November4-10

without being affected during
November 4-10.

The regulator said it is imper-
ative that robust testing should
be completed successfully be-
fore migration to the new
process so that the subscribers
are not inconvenienced due to

any system-related issues.

The revamped mobile num-
ber portability (MNP) or port-
out rules aim to makes the entire
process faster and simpler, and
Trai has prescribed two days’
timeline for port-out requests
within a service area, cutting the
migration process from seven
days. The regulator had issued
latest changes in mobile number
portability’s regulations in
December 2018.

As per these regulations and
subsequent notifications, the re-
vised MNP process was sched-
uled to come into force from
November 11.

“However, it was observed
that earlier-indicated timelines

cannot be adhered to due to
some technical issues at the end
of telecom operators and MNP
service providers,” the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) said.

Accordingly, it said the date
of implementation of the
Telecommunication Mobile
Number Portability (Seventh
Amendment)Regulations, 2018,
“needs to be postponed”.

“The exact date will be noti-
fied in due course of time. The
porting of mobile numbers will,
therefore, continue in accor-
dance with the existing MNP
process and will not be affected
during 4th to 10th November
2019,” Trai said in a statement.

EU argues case against US metal tariffs at WTO

REUTERS
GENEVA, NOVEMBER 4

THE EUROPEAN Union ar-
gued on Monday for the
withdrawal of tariffs imposed
by US President Donald
Trump on metal imports in
one of the most high-profile
and potentially explosive
cases to come to the World
Trade Organization (WTO).
Trump set duties in 2018
of 25 per cent on incoming

steel and 10 per cent on alu-
minium under a 1962 US law
that allows the president to
restrict imports on grounds
of national security.

The measures spurred
nine complaints to the WTO
from steel-exporting coun-
tries including China, India,
Russia and Turkey. Canada
and Mexico have since termi-
nated their cases after agree-
ing an updated free trade
pact with the United States.

EU and US officials pre-

AFTER IPO ANNOUNCEMENT ON SUNDAY

Investors still in the dark on Saudi Aramco value

REUTERS
DUBAI/HONG KONG/LONDON,
NOVEMBER 4

SAUDI ARAMCO'’S blockbuster
listing remained shrouded in
mystery on Monday, a day after
the company finally announced
its plans, with scant details dis-
closed and expert valuations
varying wildly from around $1.2
to $2.3 trillion.

The state oil giant, the world’s
most profitable company, fired
the starting gun on a domestic
initial public offering (IPO) on
Sunday after a series of false
starts that had kept the invest-
ment world guessing.

However potential in-
vestors, already rattled by a

An employee at Saudi
Aramco oil facility in Abqaiq,
Saudi Arabia. Reuters File

crippling attack on Aramco’s fa-
cilities in September, were not
given key details usually in-
cluded in such “intention to
float notices” - such as how

sented arguments on
Monday before a three-per-
son panel of adjudicators
from Uruguay, Chile and the
Philippines. The case hinges
on the exemption from global
trade rules the WTO allows in
cases of national security.

The central US argument
is that national security is for
countries themselves to
judge and certainly not
something to be assessed by a
three-person WTO panel in
Geneva.

much of the company will be
sold, and when the sale will
happen.

Now fund managers are por-
ing over bank research about the
famously secretive company, but
little certainty has been provided
by even analysts from the Wall
Street giants with roles in the
Riyadh bourse listing, five sources
told Reuters.

Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman has said he wants a
$2 trillion valuation, seeking to
raise billions of dollars in the IPO
to diversify the Saudi economy
away from oil by investing in
non-energy industries.

That figure is almost twice
that of Microsoft, currently the
world’s most valuable listed
company and seven times that

BRIEFLY

Atal Pension
Yojanahas19cr

subscribersnow

New Delhi: The Atal Pension
Yojana(APY),aflagship pen-
sion scheme of the govern-
ment to cover the workers in
the unorganised sector, has
crossed 1.9 crore subscriber
mark, pension sector regu-
lator PFRDA said.

DRL makes
provisions for

Ranitidinerecall

Hyderabad: Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories (DRL), which
initiated a voluntary recall of
its Ranitidine from the US
market following the ongo-
ing investigation by the FDA
into the reported carcino-
genicimpurity inthedrugat
lowlevels, said it made Rs 40
crore towards provisioning,
anticipating marketimpact.

‘Govt mulling
mega parks
nearports’

New Delhi: The government
ismulling setting up around
ten integrated mega parks
with state-of-the-art infra-
structure near ports to at-
tract foreign direct invest-
ment, Textile Secretary Ravi
Capoor said on Monday.

Jhunjhunwala
buys 0.5%in
YesBank

New  Delhi:  Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala on Monday
bought nearly 1.3 crore
shares of Yes Bank for
around Rs 87 crore through
open market transactions.

‘UberIndiaallots
sharestoDutch
groupentity’

New Delhi: Uber India
Systems (UIS), which runs
the US-based firm’s rides
business in India, has allot-
ted about 1.59 crore of its
shares worth aboutRs 2,540
crore to Uber BV, according
to regulatory documents.

Airtelusersto
get¥4 lakhlife

coverunderplan

New Delhi: Pre-paid mobile
customers of Bharti Airtel
subscribing to Rs 599 plan
will now get life insurance
cover from Bharti Axa under
apartnership deal between
the two companies. Bharti
Airtel announced a new
pre-paid plan priced at Rs
599 bundled with2GB data
per day, unlimited calls to
any network and 100 SMS
perday,and Rs4lakh lifein-
surance cover from AXA.

M&M recalls
batch of
XUV300 units

New Delhi: Mahindra &
Mahindra (M&M) on
Monday said itis recalling
a limited batch of XUV300
vehicles to fix a faulty sus-
pension component. The
proactive inspection and
replacement of the com-
ponent would be carried
on a limited batch of com-
pact SUV that were man-
ufactured till May 19,
2019.PTI

of Exxon Mobil Corp, the most
valuable listed oil major by mar-
ket cap.

Analysts from banks work-
ing on the deal have met with
Aramco’s management in
Dhahran over the past month to
get more information on the
company, but their valuations
of Aramco still vary by around
$1 trillion.

Bank of America Merrill
Lynch has a range of $1.2 trillion
to $2.3 trillion while EFG Hermes
says $1.55 trillion to $2.1 trillion,
two fund managers who have
seen the research reports said.

Goldman Sachs — one of the
IPO coordinators — has put the
company’s valuation between
$1.6 trillion and $2.3 trillion, two
separate sources said.
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ASITS so-called caliphate expanded across
Syria and Iraq, Islamic State (IS) promised
its followers an apocalyptic battle to come.
Eager jihadist propagandists predicted that
a final victory over the “crusader armies”
would usher in the day of judgment and
give birth to a new world. The man who was
to lead that battle, the self-proclaimed
caliph, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, instead blew
himself up in a tunnel in Syria on October
26th, murdering two of his own children as
he died.

His suicide, to avoid capture by American
forces, marks the end of an era for IS. The
group once held sway over millions of
Syrians and Iraqis in an area the size of
Britain. It had already lost its territory, clawed
back at staggering cost by a mix of American
air power, Syrian militiamen and Iraqi troops.
Now it has lost its leader as well.

Yet this does not mark the end of IS. The
group endures as a low-level insurgency in
parts of Syria and Iraq, carrying out attacks
and preying on civilians to fund its opera-
tions. It has also diversified, with a string of
wilayats (provinces) around the world.
Though it may never again hold so much ter-
ritory, it will remain a threat. And the condi-
tions that allowed it to rise—a region of cor-
rupt, sectarian and ineffective governments
that lord over poor, alienated populations—
have, if anything, grown worse.

Mr Baghdadi kept a low profile. After he
ascended the pulpit of a Mosul mosque in
2014 to declare a caliphate, he would not be
seen in public for five years. Charisma mat-
tered less than ambition. Even Osama bin
Laden, the former leader of al-Qaeda,
thought it premature to establish a caliphate.
By taking advantage of the chaos of Syria’s
civil war to seize territory, Mr Baghdadi made
his movement influential enough to draw
tens of thousands of followers from around
the world (some of whom, allegedly, are pic-
tured above in a Syrian prison).

His death will disrupt IS, but perhaps not
forlong. In a forthcoming book Jenna Jordan
of the Georgia Institute of Technology exam-
ines over 1,000 cases involving the killing or
capture of leaders of terrorist or insurgent
groups. She says three factors contribute to a
group’s resilience afterwards: its degree of
bureaucracy, ability to draw on local re-
sources and ideological zeal. These qualities
ensure thatits mission does notdepend ona
single leader.

IS ranks highly on all three. It has kept
meticulous records and exported its proce-
dures to international franchises that can
apply them independently. Though it no
longer pulls in $1m a day, as it once did, it
still has deep pockets, and is likely to bene-
fit from local Sunni disaffection in Syria, as
Bashar al-Assad’s reviled forces fill the vac-
uum left by President Donald Trump’s re-
treat. Its ideological purity resonates inde-
pendently of Mr Baghdadi. As a result, IS
“should ultimately choose a successor eas-
ily and recover quickly,” says Ms Jordan.
Indeed, it has proved its resilience before.
Mr Baghdadi rose to the top because two
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ISLAMIC STATE AFTER THE DEATH OF ABU BAKR AL-BAGHDADI

Decapitated, not defeated

The ‘caliph’ is dead, but his ultra-violent jihadist group lives on

People flee clashes between Iraqi security forces and the Islamic State in Mosul. The IS already has a presence far beyond Syria and Iraq. NYT

predecessors were killed in American strikes
in 2006 and 2010.

Itis unclear who might succeed him. The
group has yet to acknowledge his death on
social-media channels used by followers.
Most of his lieutenants are shrouded in se-
crecy. One of them, Abu al-Hassan al-
Muhajir, the group’s spokesman, can be ruled
out as a candidate: he was killed in a sepa-
rate raid the following day.

Regardless of who leads it, IS is keen to
rebuild, which might explain why Mr
Baghdadi died in Idlib, far from his former
redoubt in north-east Syria and western Iraq.
In theory this was inhospitable ground. The
province is a frequent target of Syrian and
Russian air strikes and is dominated by Hayat

Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a former affiliate of al-
Qaeda whichisopposed toS.

But Idlib is also home to Hurras al-Din, a
more radical splinter of HTS still loyal to al-
Qaeda. Mr Baghdadi was found in an area
controlled by the group, in the house of one

of its leaders. Some reports suggest that his
host was an IS agent, but several experts raise
another intriguing possibility: that Mr
Baghdadi was exploring a rapprochement
with al-Qaeda, from which IS acrimoniously
split in 2013. A detente between the two ti-

IS already has a presence far beyond Syria and Iraq. Its franchises
remain a threat, despite a slowing in the pace of their attacks in 2018.
Islamic State Khorasan has entrenched itself in eastern Afghanistan.
It conducted more suicide-bombings than the Taliban in 2018
despite losing more than 50 senior leaders in the past few years. The
IS branch in northern Nigeria is becoming more powerful

Facing a contradiction

Communists are fascinated by contradictions. China faces a bigone

ON PAST form, boasts of China’s openness
to the world will come thick and fast when
President Xi Jinping addresses the Second
China International Import Expo in
Shanghai on November 5th. Speaking at
the inaugural edition of that trade fair last
year, Mr Xi cast China as a champion of free
trade and mutually beneficial co-operation.
Openness brings progress while seclusion
leads to backwardness, he declared.
Slipping into fluent Globalese, the blandly
uplifting argot used at gatherings of world
leaders, billionaires and CEOs, Mr Xi
beamed that it was natural to share the
fruits of innovation “in our interconnected
global village”.

China’s leader has every reason to offer
warm words at the upcoming event. Even
as his country grows richer and more pow-
erful, it is dependent on the world in ways
that it cannot control. China has ambitions
to become a standard-setting technology
superpower. For all its talk of self-reliance,
it needs foreign know-how to get there. In
the short term, China is anxious for a truce
in its trade war with America. It wants to
show other countries thatitis a team player,
unlike that rule-breaking bully in
Washington. Further ahead its economy
will need growing room. China is running
out of useful places to build shiny airports
and high-speed railway lines at home, and
wants its own global brands to vie with
Boeing or Apple. That will require new mar-
kets overseas.

Yet before he steps to his lectern in
Shanghai, Mr Xi must preside over a differ-
ent meeting, a four-day session of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party
ending on October 31st. Such conclaves of
nearly 400 top officials are typically held
every year or so at a high-security hotel run
by the People’s Liberation Army in western

Propaganda organs pretend
there is no contradiction
between these two personas—a
smiling President Xi talking to
foreigners about global villages,
and Xi the general secretary
grimly demanding party
discipline and vigilance in the
face of hostile external forces
and internal threats

Beijing. The working language is not
Globalese. Communiqués that emerge from
these secret meetings are written in
unlovely party jargon. State media an-
nounced that the plenum would consider
“important issues concerning how to up-
hold and improve the socialist system with
Chinese characteristics and make progress
in modernising the country’s governance
system and capacity”. That sounds dull, but
the meaning is serious. Even tighter con-
trols are coming. Clues were dropped this
month by an influential party journal,
Qiushi, in extracts it published of a previ-
ously secret speech in which Mr Xi pon-
dered lessons from history. “Whenever
great powers have collapsed or decayed, a
common cause has been the loss of central
authority,” he concluded.

Propaganda organs pretend there is no
contradiction between these two per-
sonas—a smiling President Xi talking to for-
eigners about global villages, and Xi the gen-
eral secretary grimly demanding party
discipline and vigilance in the face of hos-
tile external forces and internal threats. On

the plenum’s opening day, Xinhua, a state
news agency, asserted that the world had
never seen a governing system with such
advantages, combining an “economic devel-
opment miracle” with a “miracle of politi-
cal stability”.

At home, it is fair to concede, many
Chinese accept the social contract implicit
in that Xinhua commentary, that personal
freedoms should be traded for prosperity
and order. To outsiders, however, China’s
two self-declared miracles are increasingly
in tension. For a long time, many foreign
admirers of China treated party rule as a bit
of a joke. This place has only one ideology,
they chuckled: making money.
Unfortunately for such people, even as
China loosens some rules on market access
or foreign investment, the party not only
refuses to fade away but is becoming ever
more visible and intrusive. Very possibly
the guiding ideology is a desire for absolute
power, rather than Marxist idealism. In a
secretive autocracy, it is impossible to
know Mr Xi’s real beliefs. Similarly, out-
siders can only guess at the meaning of
fawning adulation heaped on him before
the plenum, such as by a regional party
committee which said officials should,
deep in their hearts, “strengthen their trust
and love in General Secretary Xi Jinping as
the core of the party, the people’s leader
and commander-in-chief of the army”. This
may reflect Mr Xi’s mightiness, or his
weakness and insecurity. But to judge by
his actions, Mr Xi has asserted the party’s
total authority over China’s system of state
capitalism, from law courts to private firms
and lumbering state enterprises. And one
power-grab often prompts another. When
modestly paid bureaucrats have sway over
billion-dollar assets at the same time that
feistier newspapers are silenced and inde-

tans of global terrorism would cause a seri-
ous headache for counter-terrorism officials
around the world.

ISalready has a presence far beyond Syria
and Iraq. Its franchises remain a threat, de-
spite a slowing in the pace of their attacks in
2018.Islamic State Khorasan has entrenched
itself in eastern Afghanistan. It conducted
more suicide-bombings than the Taliban in
2018, despite losing more than 50 senior
leaders in the past few years. The ISbranchin
northern Nigeria, which split from Boko
Haram, is becoming steadily more powerful.
And since 2018 there have been 11 IS suicide
bombings in Indonesia and six in the
Philippines, including one that killed 23 wor-
shippers in January.

Chinese President Xi Jinping at a trade expo in Shanghai in 2018. Reuters

pendent lawyers locked up, it is no surprise
that the party has to launch anti-corrup-
tion campaigns so fierce that some officials
fear taking decisions at all.

Running a 21st-century
economy with ideas from
the 1950s

The very complexity of modern Chinese
society, with its growing mobility and per-
sonal freedoms for those who stay within
party-defined boundaries, seems to con-
vince China’s leaders that they must
tighten and retighten their grip.
Increasingly that involves high-technology

systems of control, from algorithms that
censor social media, to facial-recognition
systems that stop errant citizens from
catching high-speed trains. To officials at
home, techno-authoritarianism is a sav-
iour. With big data to crunch and nowhere
for miscreants to hide, perhaps top-down
rule can at last be made to work. Abroad,
the trade-offs look different. Not long ago,
Silicon Valley investors might have
swooned over a mobile-payment system
built around Chinese facial-recognition
technology, for instance. Now, shrewd fund
managers—and young potential con-
sumers in the West—might ask whether
the same cameras are used to repress

Turkey fears it may be a target forimme-
diate retaliation. This spring the interior min-
ister remarked that IS activity was higher
than at any time in nearly three years. “The
longer they fail to stage attacks, the more des-
perate they are to do so,” says a security offi-
cial. Within days of Mr Baghdadi’s death,
dozens of alleged IS sympathisers were de-
tained, including three men suspected of
planning a big attack in Istanbul on October
29th, a national holiday:.

Yet the raid that killed Mr Baghdadi took
place just a few kilometres from the Turkish
border, in a part of Syria crawling with
Turkish informers and dotted with Turkish
army posts. Mr Muhajir was found in
Jarabulus, within a Syrian “safe zone” that
Turkey established in 2016. The presence of
IS leaders on Turkey’s doorstep points to an
embarrassing lapse in intelligence.

Although Mr Trump thanked Turkey for
its help, officials in Ankara made only a few
vague statements about their role. A source
close to the Turkish army says “no intelli-
gence or military co-operation” took place
between America and Turkey. The
Americans gave notice only to avoid conflict
with the Turkish army. That American com-
mandos embarked from northern Iraq,
700km from their target, instead of an air-
base in southern Turkey, is a sign of how
frosty relations are between the two
NATO allies.

The raid came just weeks after Mr Trump
withdrew American troops from north-east
Syria, clearing the way for Turkey to invade
and rout the People’s Protection Units (YPG),
aKurdish-led militia that fought IS alongside
the Americans. His order left the region to be
carved up by Turkey, Russia, and Mr Assad’s
regime. And it reportedly imperilled the
Baghdadi operation, which relied on Kurdish
assistance.

The withdrawal has since been partially
reversed. America now says it will leave
troops in eastern Syria and will even send
tanks to prevent IS from seizing oilfields,
once a key source of revenue. But the group
is in no position to do so. More likely the
Americans intend to stop Mr Assad from tap-
ping his own oil, an objective that is both
strategically and legally dubious.

It is confusion, not a successful com-
mando raid, that will be Mr Trump’s legacy
in Syria. The mission relied on having
American troops in the region, which he is
withdrawing; working with allies, whom
he disparages; and relying on intelligence
agencies, which he derides. When Mr
Baghdadi’s successor emerges, America will
be ill-placed to deal with him. (Update:
Since the publication of this piece, IS has
posted an audio recording on Telegram, a
messaging service, in which it confirmed
the death of Mr Baghdadi and named asiits
new leader and “caliph” Abu Ibrahim al-
Hashemi al-Qurashi, a name unfamiliar to
analysts. The group also vowed revenge
against America).

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

Muslims in the western region of Xinjiang.

The authoritarian turn that China is tak-
ing, in the name of saving one-party rule
fromitself, is hard to square with a quest for
globally driven growth. Already foreign
bosses privately admit to wondering, as
never before, what it means when a Chinese
business partner is a party member. Mr Xi
seems to want a China that is open to for-
eign investors and inventions but closed to
dangerously foreign (meaning liberal,
Western)ideas. Communists are fascinated
by contradictions. This one may prove hard
to resolve.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3954

ACROSS DOWN

1 Theyprovideinformationfor 1  Haveanoral test?(5)
workers at the bank(7) 2 Comedian’srepertoire is one

5  Plunder Winchester for that’s really ridiculous (8,5)
example (5) 3 Greeklettervaries in slope

8  Tosuppress frauds you need (7)
the courts (6,7) Aclose shave?(6)

9 TheSpanish getround the 5  Stretchers used for carrying

English girl (5)

10  Charge for delivering pages 6
tobe edited(7)

11 Write a sonnet about 7
wooden joints (6)

luggage (5)

Open acknowledgment that
there’s no entrance fee (4,9)

Point behind the ship

towards the sunrise (7)

12 The pilots remain in trouble 11 Travelling goods will be in it
(6) 7)

15 Stillavariety of sausage (7) 13 Show sluggishness; i.e. train

17  Support for the board (5) sloppily (7)

19 Don’tgouptooneand be 14 Human or not, they exist (6)

ruthless? (4,2,7) 16  Turkish leader elected fora
20 Asigntoknow(5) second time (5)
21 Toolfortighteningupa 18 Beerturns up inroyal style
bridge perhaps (7) (5)

Solutions Crossword 3953: Across: 1 Smith, 8 Roulette, 9 Frill, 10 Horseman,

11 Shave, 12 Sea, 16 Presto, 17 Canton, 18 Use, 23 Belay, 24 Agreeing, 25 Split,

26 Good news, 27 Gnash. Down: 2 Marchers, 3 Televise, 4 Morose, 5 Plush, 7 Means,
12 Sou, 13 Ace, 14 Once upon a time, 15 Notaries, 19 Sinews, 20 Cargo, 21 Broom,
22 Feint.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Manygood____aretobefound in holy books, but merely____themwill not make one
religious. - Ramakrishna (7...,7)
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FNIIS ARDGGY
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Tender Notice

CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar is inviting Tender for
following Equipments/ Items:-

1. Purchase of Happy Seeder, Mulcher, Hydraulically Reversible
MB Plough, Zero Till Seed-cum-Fertilizer Drill and Rotavator for
KVKs of Director Extension Education, CCSHAU, Hisar.

For detail information and e-Tendering schedule, please visit
the website: http://etenders.hry.nic.in and University website:
http://hau.ac.in.

Date of Start of Bid Preparation and Submission 05.11.2019
(09.00 hours) and Closing on 14.11.2019 upto 17.00 hours. Opening
of Technical Bid on 15.11.2019 at 10.00 A.M. & Financial Bid on
18.11.2019 at 12.00 noon.

Note: 1. All Updates, Amendments, Corrigenda etc. (If any) will
be posted only on the CCS HAU Website/ Tender web-
site. There will not be any publication of the same
through Newspapers or any other Media.

2. Interested Bidders are advised to Deposit Bid Security/
EMD on or before 48.00 hrs. of expiring Date and Time
of Bid Online so as to get the payment verified.

Sd/- Director (Store & Purchase) CCSHAU, Hisar.

SHORT NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Through e-procurement mode only over https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in
Short Term Tender Notice No. PR 429/2019
Bihar School Examination Board, Patna invites e-tenders under two
bid systems from the reputed, experienced & technologically sound
Firms/ Companies/ Agencies/ Societies having adequate infrastructure
and experience of conducting Online Examinationi.e. “Computer Based
Test (CBT) using LAN/ Internet”.
Scope of work: Computer Based Test (CBT) for Data Entry
Operators, Stenographer-cum-Data entry operator and
Stenographer using LAN/Internet.
Cost of tender  Tender processing Fee (Non Refundable) I%narnest
( Oiﬁﬁ:ml\/?gée) (inclusive of GST @18.00%) to be paid (Onling/

Non Refundable through e-payment mode (i.e. NEFT/RTGS/, (“)nf;lérg)%

(In Rupees)  Credit Card/Debit card) (in Rupees) (In Rupees)
1,000.00 1,180.00 (One Thousand One 50(’::):}%,00
(One Thousand Hundred Eighty Rupees only ) Thousand

Rupees only) Rupees only)

Tender Schedule/ Programme:

Date/Time: Duration

From : 04/11/2019 (11:00 Hrs.)
to 19/11/2019 (11:00 Hrs.)
(https://lwww.eproc.bihar.gov.in)
09/11/2019 at 12:30 Hrs. (Bihar
School Examination Board, Sinha
Library Road, Patna-800017)
19/11/2019 upto 13:00 Hrs.
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in)

19/11/2019 upto 13:30 Hrs.

(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)
19/11/2019 at 15:30 Hrs
(https://lwww.eproc.bihar.gov.in)
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)
Date to be announced later by
competent authority.

Date and Time for Activity

Online Sale/Download date of
Tender documents

Pre-Bid meeting

Last Date/Time for submission/
uploading of offer/Bid

Submission of form fee & EMD
in Hard copy/Original

Date & Time for opening of
Technical Bid

Financial Bid Opening Date
and Time

Detailed descriptions of the items and instructions for submitting your
offer can be downloaded from e-tender website (https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in).

For support related to e-tendering process, Bidders may contact at
“e- Procurement HELP DESK First Floor, M/22, Bank of India Building,
Road No-25, Sri Krishna Nagar, Patna- 800001 and Ph. No: 0612-
2523006, Mob- 7542028164” or may visit the link “Vendor Info” at
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in).

Corrigendum / Addendum, if any, will be published on e- procurement
portal, Bihar https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in itself.

Contact Details: Sh. Jai Kishore Singh, Nodal Officer. Contact No-
+91 6299923095, E-mail ID - eproc.bseb@gmail.com

Note:-Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to
accept/ reject/ reschedule any or all tenders without assigning
any reasons. Secretary

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

SUDOKU 4020

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear ineach of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

1s =Veryeasy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4019

TENDER NOTICE

DIRECTOR GENERAL STATE TRANSPORT,

HARYANA

30 BAYS BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR, SECTOR 17-C,
CHANDIGARH

Sealed Tenders are invited from General Insurance Companies for
Insurance of 3600 (Approx.) Ordinary Buses of Haryana Roadways
(Directly or through Representative) as per terms & conditions with
latest amendments laid down under Motor Vehicles Act and further
as per detail given below:-

Approximately 800 New Buses which are likely to be added to the
fleet during the period 01.12.2019 to 30.11.2020 and Buses which
have been added during the period of 01.02.2018 to 30.11.2019 will
be put for Insurance on comprehensive basis. Remaining Buses are
to be got Insured on 3rd party basis.

The Initial Cost of the Ordinary Bus is approximately Rs. 27.00
Lacs.

The 3rd Party Rate of Insurance for non-commercial Vehicles of
Department, such as Truck, Tankers, Crane and Driver’s Training
School Vehicles are also to be given separately in the same tender.
Separate Rates for 3rd Party and Comprehensive Insurance shall
be given including Basic Rates, Premium per Seat and Rate of pre-
mium for CNG/ HSD Operational Buses for Cities like Delhi,
Gurugram, Chandigarh and other Districts in Haryana along with
Rate of Discount offered in OD premium.

Tender shall be sent in a Sealed Cover superscribed with the words
“Tender for the Insurance of Buses of Haryana Roadways” on
the Envelope and shall reach in the Office of Director General State
Transport, Haryana, 30-Bays Building, 2nd Floor, Sector-17,
Chandigarh latest by 21.11.2019 upto 02.00 P.M. and the same will
be Opened on the same day at 03.00 P.M. in the presence of the
Tender Representatives who may wish to attend. No Tender
received after 02.00 P.M. on 21.11.2019 by Post/Person shall be
accepted under any circumstances.

The Rates shall also be quoted through Broker or Representative
and such Rates shall be accompanied by the approval granted by
the Headquarter of the concerned Insurance Companies otherwise
the same shall not be considered.

Telegraphically/ Conditional/Incomplete Tender will not be consid-
ered.

The Director State Transport, Haryana will have the right to reject
all or any Tender without assigning any reason.

Director State Transport
Haryana, Chandigarh
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Ifyouareovera
professional crisis, or
some other public
storm, you should

now concentrate on home

decorations and family
celebrations. Sort out your
finances today and formulate
pleasurable plans. If you just sit
back and passively wait for the
best to happen, then it might just
pass you by.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
The fascinating
relationship
between the Sun,
representing your
public aspirations, and the
Moon symbolising your private
affairs, brings together areas of
your life which are not always
intimately connected. I'd say
that thisis a perfect time to
reflect on the past and make a
wish for the future.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
One of your crucial
planetary cycles
concerns the passage
of Mercury around

your solar chart. This indicates

that any current secretive
tendencies will definitely be
reinforced over the coming few
weeks. Perhaps you have good
reasons for keeping certain
thoughts to yourself.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
This undoubtedly is
goingtobean
extremely complex

period, butyou have a
perfectly free choice as to how far

you get involved. Nobody can
force you to do anything against
your will. My advice would be to
enjoy all mysterious
developments, but to know
where todraw the line.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The combined
presence of old
influences and new
offers are certainly
giving you pause for thought.
There’s an air of mystery, which
may well mean that you are the
cause of suspicionin other
people’s minds, so be tolerant
and understanding. If someone
appears to cause offence, then go
easy on them: they might not

meanit.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You should lose no
time if you have more
adventurous or travel

plans to finalise, or
overseas contacts to cultivate.
Family members far away would
appreciate itif you gotin touch,
so take the initiative and make
contact. You mighteven be
pleasantly surprised.

arfa SreuehTen 3-fafearer f-2uew gemm
T HEEE N e st R fHAfoer
fafersteyor demn  afafafafaa/4./08/
TAE1/2019-20 I 3UREE HRON A
Retendering & gu ffosr gem =t
fafyr =1 A 11.11.2019 a6 fomaRa
feran <ran & | fferer =t fraw 9 9id gerea
| g/~ Srehetor SR (¥.)
Fa vy o T fem ® el
T el I A A Seueg
TR TR S 1800-180-3002 (TRS) 1800~
180-8752 (TI&T%) "' UHAieh: 9846 f&Aiew
04.11.19

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
It's a fine moment to
settle domestic
spending, even to
finalise a property
deal. Legal matters may also be
increasingly important,
although for some of you it will
be a foreign contact which
dominates your thoughts. Try
to lift your sights beyond trivial
day-to-day concerns.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
That dynamic
planet Mars is
without a doubt
encouraging you to

become more adventurous,

even if you still feel that
someone close is holding you
back. The first step may be to
work out your finances, and
you can do so just as soon as
you have taken partners into
your confidence.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec
22)
The true
interpretation of
current planetary
influences is that thought,
communication and study are
vital. These principles underlie
everything else in your life for
another three months, and
the message is that you'd
better know what you're
talking about.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Other people’s
determination not
to co-operate
should by now have

beenreplaced by an eagerness

tojoinin. In point of fact, this
may be no easier to deal with!

Whatever the rights or wrongs

of any particular situation, you

should give partners the
benefit of the doubt.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
It can be confusing
when the same facts
point to different
conclusions. If you
are now told somethingina
rather curious manner, it may
take you some time to discover
what this particular person is
actually trying to say. The
conclusionis: don’t jump
to conclusions.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
If meetings,
interviews or
negotiations are
planned, you should
be in a strong position,
although if exactly the
same situation should be
repeated in, say, one or two
months’ time, you may not be
so lucky. That's why it’s
important to do the best job
you can now.

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

Supply of IBR Steam Pipes & Fittings - TNPL Unit I

Bidders may request the tender document at the above address
by post/mail. Detailed NIB may be viewed in Websites:
www.tenders.tn.gov.in / www.tnpl.com

Due date for submission: 25" November, 2019.

DIPR/4034/Tender/2019
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SNAP SHOTS

Kicking it Off

THE EPONYMOUS documentary on
Real Kashmir FC has bagged a prize at
the British Academy of Film and
Television Awards (BAFTA) Scotland
Awards in Glasgow, in the ‘Single
Documentary’ category. The hour-long
documentary, aired by BBC Scotland,
narrates the journey of former Rangers
ace David Robertson as the coach of
Real Kashmir FC, which in its first sea-
son finished third in the I-League,
India’s second tier football league. The
team had a noteworthy journey in their
debut I-League season in 2017-18.

In the Race

THE AMERICAN Library Association
has announced finalists for the 2020
Andrew Carnegie Medals for
Excellence in Fiction and Non-Fiction.
Ta-Nehisi Coates’ first novel, The Water
Dancer, which revolves around an en-
slaved person’s journey to freedom is
a fiction finalist, along with Valeria
Luiselli’s Lost Children Archive and
Myla Goldberg’s Feast Your Eyes. The
non-fiction nominees are Maria
Popova’s Figuring and David Treuer’s
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee. To be
announced January 26, winners in
each category will receive $5,000.

Calling it Quits

DESIGNER ZAC POSEN, who has been
ared-carpet favourite for almost two
decades, is shutting down his epony-
mous label, launched in 2001. Known
for glamorous, body-hugging gowns,
often with long trains or flamboyant
ruffles, his prominent designs include
a mermaid-like gown for actor
Gwyneth Paltrow at the 2007 Oscars,
an off-the-shoulder gown with
brightly sequinned skirt for Oprah
Winfrey at the 2011 Oscars, and a fit-
ted pink satin gown for Rihanna at the
2014 Diamond Ball. He also serves as
creative director for the Brooks
Brothers women'’s collection.

POOJAPILLAI

AMANDA CLEGG and Victoria Byrne were
driven by one question, as they worked on
their book, Hope and Spice: Authentic recipes
and stories of transformation from the slums
of Delhi — what do these women cook to
feed themselves and their families, while
making the best of the resources they have?
The UK-based authors met the subjects of
their book through the volunteer work they
do with Asha, an NGO working with anaim
to empower and uplift the Capital’s slum
communities. Clegg and Byre visited Delhi
last week for the India launch of the book.
Excerpts from an interview:

Could you talk about how the two of
you wrote this book and selected
the recipes?

CLEGG: We came over in November
2017 and visited 12 different Asha commu-
nities. Over 100 women cooked for us, and
we just filled our notebooks — every step,
every ingredient — and, obviously, then
tasted the finished dishes. We had to find a
balance between making sure every com-
munity we visited is represented in the
book, and that the recipes make sense to
readers back home in the UK.

BYRNE: And also, the ingredients had to
be easy to buy. You can find Indian ingredi-
ents quite easily in city centres, but it’s
harder for people who live far away.

The recipes in the book are familiar
to most Indians. Is the book meant
primarily for your readersin the
UK, then?

2 ] FIALK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

“There is nothing
absolute 1n fiction’

Madhuri Vijay on winning the 2019 JCB Prize for Literature
for her debut novel, The Far Field

SURBHIGUPTA

MADHURI VIJAY could not make it to
Jaipur last weekend to attend the award
night of the second JCB Prize for
Literature. The Hawaii-based writer, who
was shortlisted for her debut novel, The
Far Field (HarperCollins India, 2019), was
nine-months pregnant, and anticipating
the birth of her child. But after she was
announced as the winner, Vijay — who
was still at home — took out some time
to talk over the phone. “I am in utter
shock and it feels so surreal. lam still ata
point where [ am amazed that the book
was published at all. So I still have a lot of
catching up to do,” she says.

The writer, who hails from Bengaluru,
succeeds Malayalam writer Benyamin, who
won the inaugural JCB Prize for Literature
last year for his critically acclaimed novel
Jasmine Days (Juggernaut, 2018), translated
by Shahnaz Habib. His story described the
lives of foreign workers caught up in the tur-
moil of the Arab Spring through the life of
Sameera Parvin, a Pakistani radio jockey.

The Far Field, Vijay’'s debut novel, re-
volves around Shalini, a young woman
from Bengaluru, who sets out for aremote
Himalayan village in the troubled north-
ernregion of Kashmir, for she is certain that
the loss of her mother is somehow con-
nected to the decade-old disappearance of
Bashir Ahmed, a charming Kashmiri sales-
man who frequented her childhood home.
But upon her arrival, Shalini comes face to
face with Kashmir’s politics,and has to also
deal with the tangled history of the local
family that takes her in.

“Idecided to engage with Kashmir partly
because I had never engaged with it before,”
says the 27-year-old, adding, “I grew up in
Bengaluruand had avery ordinary and com-
fortable childhood. At some point, I had this
realisation thatall the while whenIwas grow-

ing up, the Kashmir conflictwas goingon,and
inBengalury, itdidn’t touchme atall.”

Vijay says she did not know much
about it and when she spoke to people
around her, even they did not know much.
“The sheer distance between one end of
the country and another started to seem
a little bit grotesque and
that is where my interest
in writing about the place
came from. So, I decided to
write from the perspective
of someone who grew up
not knowing about it,”
says the writer, who
worked for four years in
Kashmir’s Doda district as
avolunteer-teacher at Haji
Public School.

She was shortlisted for
the award along with four
others writers — Perumal
Murugan, Manoranjan
Byapari, Roshan Ali and
Hansda Sowvendra Sh-
ekhar — and was an-

nounced the winnerby and comfortable
veteran journalistMark  shildhood. At some
Tully ata ceremony that

took place at Jaipur’s
Rambagh Palace on
Saturday. The winner

was adjudged by afive- Kashmir conflict was
member jury chairedby goingon,andin
filmmaker and environ- Bengaluru, it didn’t
mentalist Pradip touch me at all

Krishen, along with au-
thor-critic Anjum
Hasan, writers KR
Meera and Parvati Sharma, and economist
Arvind Subramanian.

Talking about the genesis of the story,
Vijay says, “When I was thinking about be-
coming a writer, back in 2010, [ wrote a
short story. It revolved around a mother,
daughter and a Kashmiri man who comes

Amanda
Clegg (left)
and Victoria
Byrne; the
book cover
Photo courtesy:
The authors

and Asha

| grew up in Bengaluru
and had avery ordinary

point, | had this
realisation that whilel
was growing up, the

MADHURI VIJAY, AUTHOR

CLEGG: That was certainly our starting
point, but we also have an American edition
now, and it’s also gone to Australia. We
wanted to keep in mind the people who did
not grow up eating or cooking Indian food.
Alot of people we know back home love the
book because they haven’t cooked a lot of
Indian food, or they may have just one curry
in their repertoire. And this has opened up
their repertoire of easy, doable recipes.

So ‘easy’ was the guiding principle?
CLEGG: One or two recipes, such as the
Nargisi Kofta, are more celebratory, which

the women make for special occasions. But
thatis a showstopper of a dish and we made
sure to say so in the introduction. It’s the
kind of dish you want to make if you want to
have friends and family over on a Saturday
and spend the day cooking together. It’s not
arecipe for Tuesday night after work, when
you're tired and you have only 30 minutes to
put dinner on the table. But otherwise, we
made sure the recipes are doable, because
people also believe that there’s going to be
a complicated ingredient list and a very
complicated method, but thatisn’t the case.

What do you hope Indian readers will
take from it?

BYRNE: The stories about the food. The
recipes have been shared by women who

Manvi Rao

to sell clothes in Bengaluru. It was then
that these characters appeared in my head
and stayed, and I wanted to write more
about them. While writing about them, I
started to think about Kashmir and why
no one is talking about any of it when it
was happening with such intensity for
over two decades.”

Vijay says she always
wanted to write. “I have
grown up reading a lot of
books and would secretly
write stories as a child and
make up little poems. But I
did not think it could be a
profession until Iwent to col-
lege. I took a creative writing

class and my
professor told me about
graduate  programmes

in writing, which I got
into eventually. It was 10
years ago, so it's been a long
time,” says the writer,a grad-
uate of the lowa Writers’
Workshop and recipient of
the Pushcart Prize.

Fiction is powerful be-
cause it is so fluid and
changeable, she believes.
“One doesn’t know its
breadth of possibility and
that’s what makes it so ex-
citing. There is nothing ab-
solute in fiction because
there is more depth to be
uncovered, and thatis use-
ful in the times we live in,
as everybody seems so cer-
tain of everything,. Fiction makes you un-
sure about the exact nature of the world;
that’s one of the things it is supposed to
do,” she says.

The writer was in Jaipur on the
invitation of the JCB Prize for Literature

A Recipe for Hope

UK-based authors on how they collected recipes from the women in Delhi’s
slums for their new cookbook, and what it can offer to the Indian readers

cook this food in the slums, with very limited
resources and perhaps use a less complex
version of the recipe than someone who has
a bigger budget. But it’s all such tasty food.
Indian readers probably don’t need these
recipes, but they are not going to get the ac-
cess to these women'’s stories.

CLEGG: Cooking is an outlet of creativ-
ity for them. That really comes through. The
scope of their lives is really restricted. They
live in tiny homes and it’s not easy for them
to find creative outlets.

What are your personal favourite
recipes from the book?

CLEGG: I cook the mutton kofta — we
call it lamb kofta in the book — because it’s
amazing how something with such few in-
gredients tastes so delicious. And I can put it
on the table in 30 minutes.

BYRNE: I've several favourites. Today’s
favourite is matar paneer. It's colourful, with
really simple ingredients, but super tasty.

CLEGG: I should also mention the desserts,
because for me, the whole area of Indian
dessertsis a new thing. Back home, we're not
familiar with these. The carrot halwa is so sim-
ple, but the milk and sugar and carrots trans-
form into something luscious.

All sale proceeds from Hope
and Spice will go to Asha

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

(GOLDEN AGE

The exhibition ‘Tutankhamun: Treasures of the Golden
Pharaoh’, which opened in London recently, will go to
Boston. Initially, Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts was
approached to host the show of 150 objects from the
pharaoh’s tomb, but it hasn’'t worked out.

Memories of a Home

Kerala-based artist PR Satheesh focusses on his
bond with nature through ‘abstract landscapes’

DIPTINAGPAUL

GROWING UP on a plantation in Munnar, lo-
cated at the edge of a forest, PR Satheesh forged
astrong bond with nature in his early years. He
would spend hours amid trees or playing with
animals. Spotting a wild creature that had
strayed into their property or around it, wasn’t
uncommon either. But when he left for Gover-
nment College of Fine Arts in Trivandrum, his
first real exposure to city life, it overwhelmed
him. “It was a stark contrast to the life Ihad led
growing up, and this is what my art is about,”
explains Satheesh, looking at his multi-panel
untitled artwork that hangs at Galerie
Mirchandani + Steinruecke in Colaba, Mumbai.

Defined by infinite loops in bold colours
suchasacid yellows and greens, the large-scale
paintings do not feature defined figures or
cleanlines. However, there is a strong sense of
nature — trees, animals, even people. The 49-
year-old calls it “my style of landscape art”,
adding that he is aware it is unlike the usual
landscapes one sees. Perhaps this is also what
fascinated curator Anita Dube, who invited
Satheesh to participate in Kochi-Muziris
Biennale 2018-19.

Satheesh’s Mumbai debut, titled “Frenetic”
— also his first solo showing — is an extension
of the works on display at the Biennale.
Wialking around the gallery, looking at his
works, Satheesh feels it took a long while for
his work to find its voice. The initial inspiration
to pursue art came from his father, who would
carve on wood. But it took him several at-
tempts before he could get into the arts col-
lege. “I lacked the communication skills to
make the cut until my brother set me up tolive
with some art students for some time. Not only
did it give me exposure to art, but also to life,”
he says. Sure enough, this time when he ap-
plied, Satheesh enrolled in the art institution.

After college, his art practice continued
through scholarships and he spent the next
three years living in cities outside of Kerala. But

LAMB KOFTA (SERVES 4)

(Mutton can be substituted for lamb)
Recipe courtesy: The women of Asha’s
slum communities

INGREDIENTS

500 gm lamb mince

1 medium red onion, very finely chopped
2-3 thin green chillies, very finely chopped
Handful of coriander leaves and stems,
finely chopped

1/4 tsp of garam masala

Salt to taste

4 thsp vegetable oil

4 tbsp ginger-garlic paste

4 tsp ground coriander

1 tsp chilli powder

Coriander leaves to garnish (optional)

METHOD

PR Satheesh; (top) one of his untitled
works from 2018 on display in Mumbai

eventually, his roots beckoned him and he re-
turned to Munnar. The following 15 years, he
chose to live his life as a farmer. While he re-
mained prolific with art, he confined it to small
showings at exhibitions and galleries.
However, his college friends continued to en-
courage him and one of them set up a studio
space in Kochi for Satheesh. He has since been
living between the city and his plantation,

spending two to three days a week in Kochi.
Looking at his works in pen and ink on pa-
per, Satheesh says that drawings are at the core
of his art. Some of these are akin to doodles.
But the artist stresses that this is only one kind
of drawing he does. Pulling up a photograph
on his phone, he shows an artwork with end-
less human heads that can be seen through
wire mesh, as if indicating a sense of being
trapped. “Ido not hate the city but the two dis-
tinct environments are always at loggerheads
in my mind, and perhaps also in my art...
Whatever we do, we commit to nature and I
would say my work s like abstract landscape.
But landscapes also have alot going on, myth-
ical creatures or climate change, for instance.

Somewhere my art hopes to reflect all that.”
The exhibition is on till December 31

First make the kofta or meatballs. Put
the lamb mince in a mixing bowl with the
finely chopped onion, green chilli and
fresh chopped coriander. Add the garam
masala and salt to taste. Mix well and
make egg-shaped balls.

Take a large frying pan and heat the
vegetable oil until hot. Add the meatballs,
and fry them until they are lightly brown
all over, turning them gently so they don’t
disintegrate. Remove them with a slotted
spoon and set aside.Turn the heat off.

In a small bowl, mix together the gin-
ger-garlic paste, ground coriander and
chilli powder, adding salt to taste. Using

the same pan, putitback onalow heat and
add the paste mixture. Fry it until the
spices are fragrant and the paste is cooked,
maybe for 2-3 minutes, stirring frequently
to avoid burning it.

Add a glass of water to the pan to cre-
ate a sauce, bring it to the boil, then care-
fully lower the meatballs back into the pan.
Simmer gently for 10 minutes until the
meatballs are cooked through.

Sprinkle with fresh coriander and serve
hot with rice or chapatis.
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LIVERPOOL VS GENK
1:30 am onwards (Thursday); Live on Sony Ten Network

Lewis Hamilton clinches sixth F1 world title; goes past ‘Godfather’ of racing Fangio; only ‘God’ of racing — Schumacher — remains in his windscreen

Rate the driver

AP &REUTERS
AUSTIN, TEXAS,NOVEMBER 4

ONE BY one, Lewis Hamilton has passed the
great drivers of Formula One. Except one.

And now Hamilton is quickly approach-
ing the legacy of the great Michael
Schumacher. His chances of catching him,
once thought to be impossible, now look
very, very good.

Hamilton won his sixth career F1 cham-
pionship Sunday with a second-place finish
atthe U.S. Grand Prix, leaving him one shy of
the seven won by Schumacher in the
German'’s run of dominance between 1994
and 2004.

Hamilton’s sixth title — his fifth since
2014 — moved the British driver past
Argentina’s Juan Manuel Fangio, the
“Godfather” of Formula One, who won five
titles in the 1950s. Hamilton now stands
alone behind Schumacher.

Hamilton may be in a hurry to catch him.

Although Hamilton has said he’ll most
likely stay with Mercedes after his current
contract expires in 2020, he’s 34 years old
and one of the oldest drivers on the grid.
Formula One will usher in some rules
changes in 2021 that it hopes will bring big
racing changes with technical tweaks to cars
and a budget cap to constrain big teams like
Mercedes, Ferrari and Red Bull.

And while Mercedes has won six consec-
utive constructor’s championships behind
Hamilton, Ferrari and Red Bull have made
enough strides that many see a wide open
championship on the table next year.

F1’s one and only

Many thought the same for 2019 until
Hamilton and Mercedes lapped the field
again. Hamilton has 10 wins this season, a
figure that put him so far ahead of teammate
Valtteri Bottas he only needed to finish eighth
or better in Texas to secure the title.

Hamilton has arguably made easy work
of the F1 grid the last three years.In 2017 and
2018 he clinched titles in Mexico City inraces
he didn’t even finish on the podium.

He won the title on Sunday despite falling
short of a win that would have put an excla-
mation point on the championship.
Hamilton could have settled into an easy
drive, butinstead chased after a victory when
he bolted from fifth to third on the opening
lap. He later grabbed the lead and held it un-
til Bottas passed him in the final laps.

“You can see how motivated Lewis still is,
he wants to win every race and get the best
result possible,” Mercedes Team Principal
Toto Wolff said.

Hamilton won his first championship at
age 23 with McLaren in 2008, winning by a
single point with a pass on the last corner of
thelastlapinthelast racein Brazil. He didn’t
win another until hooking up with
Mercedes.

Mercedes’ early dominance in the hybrid
engine era caused some to question whether
it was the car or driver winning the titles.

But Hamilton has been the pilot guid-
ing those silver missiles around the race-
tracks and his driving has silenced much of
that. He fought off challenges from former
teammate Nico Rosbergin 2014 and 2015,
then battled Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel in
2017 and 2018.

Winning title and respect

Serious talk of catching Schumacher
began in 2017 when Hamilton matched
Vettel’s four titles. After the race on
Sunday, Vettel gave Hamilton a handshake
and a hug. Hamilton was cooling down
when, unexpectedly, Vettel dropped in to
whisper in his ear. The German, for several
years Hamilton’'s fiercest on-track rival,
had retired early in the race after his car’s
suspension had failed on the bumpy
Circuit of the Americas.

“I think now is the time for you to write
as many good things as you can,” Vettel in-

Like the club, Real Kashmir documentary defies

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 4

THE ONLY time Greg Clark had been to India
before was aleisure trip to Goa. But he knew
life won’t be a beach on his second trip, in
mid-2018, when his employers made him
undertake, among other things, a ‘hostile en-
vironment’ training,.

Clark’s destination was Srinagar, where
he was in pursuit of a former Scottish foot-
baller who was the coach of a nondescript
Indian club that had just won the second di-
vision of the [-League. The idea of a Glasgow
Rangers legend leaving behind his ‘million-
aire lifestyle earned from football’, to coach a
group of footballers from India, Europe and
Africaina‘danger zone’ fascinated Clark.

Thus, David Robertson and Real Kashmir
became the subject of his movie, which, on
Sunday, won the best ‘Single Documentary’
award at BAFTA Scotland. “I was just looking
for ideas. I wanted to do something with
Scottish people in it but also show a differ-
ent culture to the audience in the UK,” Clark,
the director, tells The Indian Express.

Mercedes’s Lewis Hamilton celebrates after sealing his sixth F1 driver’s title in Austin on Sunday. Hamilton finished second at the US GP. Jerome Miron-USA TODAY Sports

| think now is the time for you to
write as many good things as you
can. If somebody wins the title six
times, he deserves all of it. That’s
what | told him as well. Obviously
I’m happy for him. I’'m not happy
that we are not in contention this
year and we were so far back, but
you need to respect what he
achieved these last years.

SEBASTIAN VETTEL
FERRARIDRIVER & 4-TIME WORLD CHAMPION

formed reporters, referring to what he said
to Hamilton. “If somebody wins the title six
times, he deserves all of it. That's what I told
him as well. Obviously I'm happy for him,”
he added. “I'm not happy that we are not
in contention this year and we were so far
back, but you need to respect what he
achieved these last years and, also, this
year, together with his team how strong
they have been. I'm happy for him but less
happy for us.”

David Coulthard, championship runner-
up to Schumacher in 2001 and replace-
ment for Ayrton Senna at Williams in 1994
after the great Brazilian’s fatal crash, sug-
gested that would not be what really sets
Hamilton apart, however.

“Can he win seven (titles) or surpass
Michael? Yes, is the answer, of course he
can,” the Scot said. “But I don’t think he has
to, or needs to. I think he’s already ce-
mented his place in absolute top notch his-
tory in Formula One and the thing I think
that really sets him apart from the great-
ness of Senna or Schumacher is his sport-
ing ethics. I think that Lewis is an absolute

The documentary, ‘Real Kashmir FC', was
in contention along with ‘In sight of home:
The Iolaire’ - a story about one of the worst
maritime disasters in the UK in the 20th cen-
tury — and ‘The bank that almost broke
Britain’, the story of the rise and fall of Royal
Bank of Scotland. “We were up against a lot
of very good, expensive documentaries. But
just like how the football team defied the
odds, we did too as we were the underdogs.
Soit’s like the story of the teamitself,” Clark,
49, says.

The rise of Real Kashmir, a club formed in
the aftermath of the devastating Srinagar
floods in 2014, has been the most heart-
warming story of Indian football in the re-
cent years. From playing in the lowest tier of
domestic football to challenging for the I-
League title last season, the club’s journey
has been a scarcely-believable one. And
Robertson has masterminded it.

Clark, two years younger to Robertson,
had watched the defender at his prime at
Rangers, for whom he made 250 appear-
ances and helped win multiple titles. “It was-
n't just a football story. It was about hopes
and dreams,” he says.

through-and-through sportsman.”

While both Schumacher and the late
triple champion Senna drew widespread
adulation, with their racing brilliance of-
ten on another level to rivals, their actions
courted controversy on numerous occa-
sions. Hamilton far less so, with the main
blot on his copybook coming in 2009 when
he was caught up in a scandal over lying to
race stewards that cost McLaren sporting
director Dave Ryan his job. The champion
has created many other headlines, in-
evitable for a driver who broke the mould
by emerging from a non-racing and under-
privileged background to become the
sport’s first black champion, and remains
a polarising figure.

The real respect and friendship of track
rivals, however, speaks volumes.

“I've always had this really strong feel-
ing about what is a sports person and that
is sporting integrity and following the
rules,” said Coulthard of Hamilton. “I think
we are lucky to be witnessing greatness.”

Results

US GRAND PRIX: 1. Valtteri Bottas
(Mercedes), 2. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes),
3. Max Verstappen (Red Bull), 4. Charles
Leclerc (Ferrari), 5. Alexander Albon (Red
Bull), 6. Daniel Ricciardo (Renault), 7. Lando
Norris (McLaren), 8. Carlos Sainz ]r.
(McLaren), 9. Nico Hiilkenberg (Renault), 10.
Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso).

DRIVER’S STANDINGS: 1. Lewis Hamilton
(381), 2. Valtteri Bottas (314), 3. Charles
Leclerc (249), 4. Max Verstappen (235), 5.
Sebastian Vettel (230), 6. Alexander Albon
(84),7.Carlos Sainz (80), 8. Pierre Gasly (77),
9.Daniel Ricciardo (46), 10.Sergio Perez (44)

In moment of
triumph, Lewis
thinks of loss

Austin; In his moment of triumph on Sunday,
an emotional Lewis Hamilton reflected on
loss,demons and the personal growth thatled
him to a sixth Formula One drivers’ title. As his
Mercedes team celebrated, Hamilton’s com-
ments after the race said as much about the
man as the fierce competitiveness he showed
on the trackin trying to seal the championship
with a victory at the U.S. Grand Prix.

“Every year you go through a different
rollercoaster ride of emotions to get to where
you're going. Each and every single one of us
is struggling with something in life,” said
Hamilton when asked where title No. 6
ranks. “I tried to show people that, from the
outside, things always look great but it’s not
always the case. And I am also struggling
withlots of different things and battling cer-
tain demons and trying to make sure that'm
constantly growing as a person.”

Hamilton said it had been a real struggle
to come to terms with the death of friend and
triple world champion Niki Lauda, the team’s
non-executive chairman who had been in-
strumental in persuading him to join
Mercedes. The dangers of the job also hit
home with the death of Anthoine Hubert in
a high-speed crash during a Formula Two
race at the Belgian Grand Prix.

“Losing Niki, I didn’t think that was going to
hitme as hard asitdid,” said Hamilton. “It really
was upsetting and [ miss him dearly today and
[ didn’t realise how much I loved the guy. Also
welostayoungkid in Spa. Again,[sawitonthe
TV,Isaw it happen. When something like that
happens it can put lots of doubts in your mind
and thinking, ‘OK; jeez, is it time to stop or shall
I keep going?’ Because there’s lots of life after-
wards. But I love doing what I do so much that
[ don’t think there’s a lot that can particularly
stop me in that sense.” REUTERS

Better than the best?

HAMILTON’S 83 race wins have come
at a better win rate than Schumacher’s.
In each of the last six campaigns,
Hamilton has won on average 10 GPs. If
he is to continue that trend next year,
he will overtake Schumacher as the
driver with the most race victories and
will have done so in fewer races.

HAMILTON HAS won one in every
threeraces(33.5%)started (83 wins
from 248 GPs started). Of all drivers
who have taken partin atleast 50 GPs,
only Juan Manuel Fangio (with almost
one in two —47%) and Jim Clark (35%)
have a better win rate. However,
Hamilton has beeninvolved in at least
three times as many races as both Clark
and Fangio, sustaining his win rate over
amuch longer period of time. Hamilton
has a marginally better win percentage
than Schumacher, whose 91 victories
came in 306 races (30%).

HAMILTON IS in joint-second place in
the list of drivers to have completed
the most ‘grand-slams’. He has
achieved the rare feat of taking pole
position, winning the race having led
every single lap as well as claiming the
fastest lap in five GPs, the same
number as Schumacher. British driver
Jim Clark, who won two titles in the
1960s, has the most grand slams

with eight.

The rise of Real Kashmir, a club formed in the aftermath of the devastating
Srinagar floods in 2014, has been the most heartwarming story of Indian football

in the recent years.

Clark approached the club’s co-owners,
Shamim Mehraj and Sandeep Chatoo, soon
after Real Kashmir won the second division
I-League in May 2018. Convincing the own-

ers was the easiest bit. “I had to undergo
training from the BBC to behave in a certain
way. I had to do a hostile environment train-
ing for a week, some of the things in it are

HAMILTON VS SCHUMACHER

Titles 6 7
Race wins 83 91
Starts 248 307
Poles 87 68
Fastest laps 46 77
Races until 1st pole 5 41
Races until 1st win 6 18
Mostwinsinseason 11 13
Successive wins 5 7
Successive podiums 16 19
Age atfirst title 23 25
Age at sixth title 34 34

Canhe win seven (titles) or surpass
Michael? Yes, is the answer, of
course he can. Butldon’t think he
has to, or needs to. | think he’s
already cemented his placein
absolute top notch historyin F1and
the thing | think that really sets him
apart from the greatness of Senna
or Schumacher is his sporting
ethics.”

DAVID COULTHARD
F1PUNDIT AND FORMER DRIVER

Schumacher’s seven world titles
came between 1994 to 2004.

Reaching Michael was never a
target for me. | definitely thought
that getting anywhere near
Michael was just so far-fetched.
Now it seems so close and yet is
so faraway... And I don’t want to
build up the idea of trying to get
to Michael’s seven, because at
the moment, I've got to enjoy
right now.”

LEWISHAMILTON
ON TARGETTING SCHUMACHER’'S HAUL

odds, wins BAFTA

common sense when you are going into an
area which is high risk. They train you for
hostage scenarios and what to do if you are
kidnapped. So you have to go through some
extensive training which makes you fearful
of going to the place,” Clark says.

Atthat point, it seemed like a punt; A crazy
idea that he ‘should never have done.’
However, a couple of months later, after se-
curing necessary permissions from the gov-
ernment, he landed in Srinagar. An ‘advisor’
he never physically saw made sure they never
ventured into ‘dangerous areas.’ The minder,
Clark says, would call his cameraman every
morning. “The person never stopped us from
going anywhere. But he would just get an up-
date to ensure our safety,” he says.

It stayed the pattern during the whole six
weeks of shooting the 58-minute documen-
tary. With Robertson as the central figure,
Clark explores the day-to-day challenges the
club faces - from matches getting cancelled
due to terrorist attacks, training during cur-
fews and living without any connectivity to
the outside world.

It'sintense, with Robertson inadvertently
providing some comic relief. He has reported

dropped the f-word 80 times in the docu-
mentary, prompting a presenter to joke
about Robertson being ‘world’s most swear-
ing football manager.” “There was this inci-
dent where, everything is ready to roll be-
fore their first I-League match in Srinagar but
they had forgotten to get the playing kits,”
Clark, who was also nominated in Best
Director — Factual - category, chuckles. “And
David just went ‘what on earth..!” He lost his
temper so much that the armed security
guards ran away.”

In another sequence, he is filmed telling
ayoung player, who got a bit chatty during a
training session, ‘If you played as you f***ing
spoke, you'd be some f***ing player.’

His style, however, has worked in extract-
ing the maximum from the players, who
punched above their weight last term and
remained unbeaten in the pre-season
matches in the last few months. As the I-
League gets underway later this month, Clark
hopes to be back to shoot a sequel. “It would
be great if that happens. But even otherwise,
[ will be there just to watch a match in
Srinagar and experience the hospitality and
warmth of the Kashmiri people.”
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NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 4

THE INTERNATIONAL Tennis Federation (ITF)
hasmade adecisionand announced thatIndia’s
upcoming Group 1 Asia/Oceania Davis Cup tie
against Pakistan, originally scheduled to be held
inlIslamabad, will now be organised ata neutral
venue. “Following a review of the latest advice
given by the ITF's independent security advi-
sors, the Davis Cup Committee has taken the
decision that the Davis Cup Asia/Oceania Group
[ tie between Pakistan and India on 29-30
November 2019, must be played at a neutral
venue,” the [TF said in a statement.

“The ITF and Davis Cup Committee’s first
priority has always been the safety of athletes,
officials and spectators and the decision was
made on this basis. As per the Davis Cup
Regulations, the Pakistan Tennis Federation
now has the choice to nominate a neutral
venue and has five working days to confirm
their proposed venue. The venue will be an-
nounced once the choice has been submit-
ted and approved.”

Earlier last week, the Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju, at The Indian
Express Idea Exchange, had asserted that a de-
cision to play a tie against Pakistan must be
taken based on national sentiment.

Yuvraj bats
for players’
association
of active
cricketers

SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

YUVRA]J SINGH believes that Sourav Ganguly’s
appointment as BCCI president with usher in
“great things for Indian cricket” and hopes his
former captain will create a players’ association
comprising active cricketers.

“Cricket from the administration point of
view and cricketer’s point of view are two dif-
ferent things. Someone who has been a suc-
cessful captain will run the game from a play-
ers’ point of view where cricketer’s concerns
can be heard. I see great things happening to
Indian cricket with Sourav as the president,” he
says. “We deserve it. Because there are a lot of
times we have been asked to play cricket that
we don’'twant to. We have to play with the pres-
sure that if we don't play we will be thrown
out,” Yuvraj explains. “That pressure has to go off
the players thatevenif they are tired or fatigued
or carryinginjuries, they have to play,” he notes.

Yuvraj cites the example of Glenn Maxwell,
who has taken a break from international
cricket to deal with mental health issues and
has got the backing of his board. “That support
should be given to the players. We see outside
India, if players are fatigued and tired mentally,
like is the case with (Glenn) Maxwell, he has
takenabreak because heis feelingit. “Our play-
ers can't dothatbecause they fear they may lose
their place. So a players' association is impor-
tant,” the 2011 World Cup winner explains.

Player fatigue remains an ailment that has
remained unchecked in Indian cricket and
young cricketers have begun to speak on this
issue. “Body s tired, |am fatigued mentally. But
nooneis going to say take rest, Kisi ko kuch farak
hi nahi pada,” 24-year-old Shreyas lyer, a top-
order batsman had told The Indian Express.“We
are not machines. There is no one to tell that
playersdon’t getadequate rest. We are playing
non-stop for two years. I am out of home for
300days. Evenif aminIndia, ] am not home.”

It'sanissue that Yuvraj may have faced dur-
ing a glittering career that saw him help India
win the 2007 T20 World Cup and the 2011
World Cup. Since retiring from international
cricket back in June, he’s been taking sojourns
abroad to play in franchise-based leagues. His
latest endeavour is the Abu Dhabi T10 League,
but he remains concerned about players vying
for their position in the national team — just as
he once did. Who would be batting at No.4 has
been problem troubling the national team for
months. It's an issue that the team has come
nowhere close to solving. On September 29,
Yuvraj replied in a tweet to Harbhajan Singh’s
postthattheteamdoesn’'t “needano4.” It was
a comment made in jest, but one that he feels
strongly about.

“It was a joke, but actually we need to find
a number four and respect the number four
batsman and give him a longer run,” he says.
“Every day someone is batting at that spot and
we have some loose statements about him.
After me it was (Ambati) Rayadu, who played
for a whole year, then got dropped at the last
minute, now Risbhabh (Pant) played well at
number four in one game and there are re-
marks about him that now heis notdoing well.
You are not going to getaNo.4 batsman by crit-
icizing or dropping him... you have to support
these young guys whetheritis Rishabh, Shreyas
or others. In between, there was Vijay Shankar
‘360 degree player’, now he has vanished. You
play him and then remove him. How can you
groom players this way? You cannot produce
players by giving them just three of four innings,
you have to give somebody a longer run.”

The problem, in Yuvraj's views, stems from
the way the selectors have been handling the
team,and the only way to changeitis toappoint
anew selection panel with an updated look on
the game. “We do need better selectors, for sure.
It’s a difficult job but their thinking in terms of
modern-day cricket is not up to the mark," he
adds. “It's my opinion.  am always in favour of
protecting the players and being positive about
them. By talking negative about your players
and team doesn’t show you in true light. We
definitely need better selectors.”

“We are taking decisions in suchaway that
the sentiment of our country is maintained. At
the same time we will also take into account
(therules)of international bodies so that it does
not lead to an ugly situation. .. We will take a
balanced stand on such issues,” he had said.

The ITF though has made clear that the tie
will no longer happen in Pakistan.

The draw for the zonal clash was made
backin February this year, and the tie was orig-
inally scheduled to take place in September.
India had named a strong team at the time,
however, the downgrading of relations be-
tween the two countries following the
Kashmirissue in August prompted the Indian
players to write to the AITA asking for the tie
to be shifted out of Pakistan.

The national body in turn wrote to the ITF
asking for a shift to a neutral venue or delay-
ing the tie by two months. The ITF, despite ini-
tially rejecting both pleas, decided to shift the
tie to Novermber 29-30, but the venue decision
was to take place following the world body’s
inspection on November 4.

In October, the AITA, at the behest of the
players again wrote to the ITF this time asking
foraneutral venue. Late on Monday the ITF de-
clared that the tie will be shifted out of Pakistan.
“The decisionis a positive thing for Indian ten-
nis,” said AITA secretary general Hironmoy
Chatterjee to The Indian Express.

Following areview of the latest
advice given by the ITF’s
independent security advisors, the
Davis Cup Committee has taken
the decision that the Davis Cup
Asia/Oceania Group | tie between
Pakistan and Indiaon29-30
November 2019, must be played at
aneutral venue.”

ITFSTATEMENT

“Since Pakistan s the host, they will decide
in five days about where to hold the tie. The
dates of the tie will be the same and the Indian
team will be finalised in a day or two and
preparations will start.”

Hours before the ITF's decision came
through, the AITA announced that the chair-
man of the selection committee and former
Davis Cupper Rohit Rajpal will serve as non-
playing captain for the Indian team for this tie
in place of regular captain Mahesh Bhupathi.

The 12-time Grand Slam champion, who
was appointed non-playing captain in 2017,
along with players Rohan Bopanna, Sumit
Nagal and Ramkumar Ramanathan had made
themselves unavailable for the tie should it take
place in Pakistan, due to security concerns,

while Prajnesh Gunneswaran and Divij Sharan
were unavailable due to family reasons. As a
result, the AITAmade anew list of players who
made themselves available for the tie, which
included veteran Leander Paes.

But with the tie now not being held in
Pakistan, the AITA asserts it will check with all
the players about their willingness to play at
the neutral venue and then select a team.

“Prajnesh and Divij had opted out of the tie
due to family reasons, and regarding the other
three players namely Sumit, Ramkumar, and
Rohan, the committee will meet and take the
decision. We will discuss with the players too
and their concerns. Regarding Mahesh, the
captain has been already been decided for this
tie and there will be no change in that,”
Chatterjee added.

The hosts are expected to submit their re-
quest for potential venue in the coming
week. In the past, Pakistan has hosted Davis
Cup matches in the likes of Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and Turkey, due to a 12-year ban
the ITF had imposed on them due to security
reasons. The ban was lifted in 2017 and
Pakistan had been hosting matches in
Islamabad, where they were expected to or-
ganise the upcoming tie as well.

But the [TFhas made the decision that what
was to be India’s first trip to Pakistanin 55 years
for Davis Cup will not happen this time.

SPORT 23
ITF agrees to Indian demand, Davis Cup moved out of Pakistan

Davis Cup captain Rohit Rajpal (left) with AITA life president Anil Khanna at the
CLTA premises in Chandigarh. Kamleshwar Singh

Can Dhoni replace Pant?

Top BCCI official says he needs to play domestic cricket; Jharkhand secretary says, ‘I don’t have any information’

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY &
VISHAL MENON
KOLKATA,NEW DELHINOVEMBER 4

ROHIT SHARMA facepalmed after another
DRS howler during Bangladesh’s run-
chase and the fans at Feroz Shah Kotla
started to jeer Rishabh Pant with ‘Dhoni,
Dhoni’ chants. Never mind that it was
Pant’s home ground, but every time he
fails, the clamour to bring back MS Dhoni
grows in the stands and on social media.
The Indian Express, however, understands
that if the former India captain wants to
return to the international fold, he will
have to play domestic cricket first.

“Yes, if he (Dhoni) wants to make him-
self available for the Indian team, he must
play domestic cricket. Until and unless he
is playing domestic cricket, he won’t be
considered,” sources told this paper.

Dhoni hasn’t played any cricket after the
World Cup and as chief selector MSK
Prasad told the other day, they were “mov-
ing on”, picking Pant as his successor and
Sanju Samson as Pant’s back-up. Then
again, Dhoni hasn’t called time on his ca-
reer yet. According to Jharkhand State
Cricket Association (JSCA) secretary Sanjay
Sahay, the 38-year-old is coming to the
JSCA Stadium regularly but he hasn’t ap-
proached the state body about playing do-
mestic cricket.

“He is coming (here) daily. He goes to
the gym, plays tennis, but [ don’t know if
he wants to play domestic cricket this sea-
son,” Sahay told The Indian Express. The
Jharkhand U-19 squad will have a camp
from Thursday. Asked if Dhoni might turn
up for a few hits at the nets, Sahay said: “I
don’t have any information.”

Dhoni carried a back niggle to the World
Cup that got aggravated during the tourna-
ment. He also picked up a wrist injury. It’s
not known whether he has returned to full
fitness. He isn’t a part of the Jharkhand
squad for the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
commencing on November 8. And since his
Test retirement in December 2014, Dhoni
hasn’t played the Ranji Trophy. “It’s his call.
If he wants to play, he can join the squad
whenever he likes,” the JSCA secretary said.

India’s next white-ball assignment is in
December, when West Indies would be
here for three T20 internationals and as
many ODIs. And according to sources,
Dhoni won'’t be considered for that series as
well, irrespective of Pant’s performance in
the ongoing matches against Bangladesh.

“Retirement is his decision. But as long as
a player is active, he has a chance to play for
India. But he will have to take the domestic
route to make an international comeback,”
the source said. Meanwhile, Pant didn’t have
a good game at Kotla on Sunday. He was in-
volved in a mix-up that resulted in Shikhar
Dhawan’s run-out. The ‘keeper-batsman had
called for the second run, but changed his
mind after realising that he misjudged it.

Then, in the third ball of the 10th over
during Bangladesh’s run-chase, India did-
n’t review, when Yuzvendra Chahal’s leg-
before appeal against Mushfiqur Rahim
was turned down by on-field umpire Nitin
Menon. Rahim would have been out had
India reviewed and Pant, as the ‘keeper,
probably should have made the call. Rahim
was on six then. He went on to score 60 not
out off 43 balls to help secure Bangladesh’s
first-ever T20I victory against India.

In the final ball of the same over, Pant
apparently asked Rohit to go upstairs after
a caught behind appeal against Soumya
Sarkar was negated. Replays didn’t pick any
spike and India lost their review. The Kotla
crowd made their displeasure known. Pant
was brutally trolled on social media as well.

Support for Pant

Part of the diatribe was also because of
Dhoni success with DRS calls. Since its of-
ficial launch in 2009, the DRS has under-
gone numerous modifications. But one
thing remained constant — Dhoni’s mas-
tery over it. With time, it has even acquired
a parallel acronym — Dhoni Review System.

“It’s priceless. I saw a stat that 95 per
cent of the appeals that he (Dhoni) has
made in his career have been successful.
As a captain, [ have no sort of extra think-

GAME, SET, MATCH?

Mahendra Singh Dhoni plays tennis at Jharkhand State Cricket Association Cricket Stadium, in Ranchi. P11

ing as far as DRS is concerned. He is one
voice, if he tells me it’s outside the line or
itis missing, the decision stands there. It’s
not left up to doubt or any further debate
from there on,” Virat Kohli had said of
Dhoni. It would be unfair to expect Pant,
who is 22 years of age and has just one full
international season under his belt, to get
a near-perfect record in DRS straight away.
Not surprisingly, India’s stand-in captain
came to his young ‘keeper’s defence after
the Bangladesh loss.

“Of course, Rishabh is young and he will
need time to understand. It’s too soon to
judge whether he can make those deci-
sions. Plus, the bowlers as well. It's a com-
bination when the captain is not in the
right position to make that decision,” Rohit
said at the post-match conference.

Former India wicketkeeper Kiran More
attributed Dhoni’s success to his maturity
and his ability to judge the line of the ball
better than most keepers. “Dhoni is smart,
and a great judge of line and length. So, he
can make those decisions correctly, whether
the ball was going down the leg, or was it too
high...things like that. By the time DRS was
introduced in international cricket, Dhoni
was already the Indian captain. So, he also

had the advantage of experience behind
him,” More told The Indian Express.

Even as he heaped praise on the ex-
India captain, More was more guarded in
his criticism against Pant. “This guy is so in-
experienced. Give him time. You can’t hold
these things against him. He is working
hard to cement his place in this team. I re-
ally think it’s unfair to suggest that India
lost the match because of those two faulty
DRS calls made by Pant. On the contrary, I
think it’s our batting that has let us down.
For the time being, leave that kid alone,”
More added.

As Prasad had said after the team selec-
tion meeting on October 24, Pant would be
given along rope. He also spoke about hav-
ing a back-up in Samson. Prasad’s com-
ments had come on the heels of his meet-
ing with BCCI president Sourav Ganguly.
Incidentally, Ganguly, too, had to return to
domestic cricket after he was dropped from
the Test squad in 2006. The former India
captain made a roaring comeback.

As for Dhoni, he has a mind of his own
and it would be interesting to see his future
course of action. Also, a new selection com-
mittee might come post the BCCI AGM later
this month.

After poor air
quality, now
cyclone threat

GOPALKATESHYA
RAJKOT,NOVEMBER 4

THE VAGARIES of nature continue to chase
the touring Bangladesh team. After putting
up with poor air quality at Feroz Shah Kotla
in their opening T20 game, it was the threat
of cyclone that greeted the visitors as they
moved towards the west coast for their next
match. With Bangladesh leading 1-0 in the
three-match series and “heavy to very
heavy” rainfall expected on Thursday, the
day of the second T20 game here, the city
had its fingers crossed.

According to the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) the cyclonic storm, Maha,
is likely to make landfall between Diu and
Porbandar early on Thursday. However, it is
likely to weaken by the time it reaches the
Gujarat coast. “Itis very likely to intensify fur-
ther till Tuesday morning and weaken there-
after,” stated the IMD bulletin.

But that could result in rains at the venue
for the second T20 game. “There will be
widespread rainfall in the state when the cy-
clone makes landfall. Coastal areas of the
state like Amreli, Bhavnagar, Rajkot, Botad,
Surat, Vadodara will be affected and “heavy”
to “very heavy rainfall” will occur at isolated
places,” Jayanto Sarkar, director of
Meteorological Centre, Ahmedabad told re-
porters on Monday.

Meanwhile, the two teams landed in the
early hours of Monday and remained con-
fined to their hotel rooms because of the
overcast conditions. They are scheduled to
have net sessions on Tuesday.

It has been raining in isolated places in
Sauarashtra for more than a week now.
Initially, the rains were induced by cyclone
Kayaar, which had intensified into super cy-
clone before weakening and moving towards
Oman coast. Rainfall was reported at isolated
places in Saurashtra and Kutch regions on
Monday also due to effect of the cyclone Maha.

SCA president Jaydev Shah said they were
trying their best to ensure that the match is
played. “We have completed pitch prepara-
tions early so that it can be kept covered. We
would cover much of the outfield.
Additionally, the drainage system of our
ground is so good that some amount of rain-
fall should not disturb the match. We are
hoping for the best and prepared for the
worst,” Shah, the former captain of
Saurashtra Ranji team who had been elected
president of the SCA told The Indian Express.

The third and final match of the series is
scheduled to be played in Nagpur on 10th of
this month.

IPL GC Meet: Idea of players’ substitution
in IPL floated, final call rests with Ganguly

New Delhi: The concept of players’ substi-
tutions during an IPL match could be
floated during Wednesday’s governing
council meeting in Mumbai but the final
call rests with BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly.Ithasbeenlearnt thatasenior ex-
ecutive of the IPLoperations team prepared
a note few months ago with an intention
to do away with traditional playing XI.
According to the note, a ‘Power Player’ con-
cept could be used, allowing a player, who
is not a part of playing XI, to come in at the
fall of a wicket or replace a bowler at any
given point of time.

“The final call will rest with the BCCI
president. He will certainly discuss with
the IPL GCincluding chairman Brijesh Patel
and other office bearers but a lot of factors
needs to be taken into account,” a senior
BCCI functionary told PTT on conditions of
anonymity. While Ganguly was unavail-
able for a comment, a source close to the

president said that there is a lot of scepti-
cism tointroduce this concept which could
basically change the grammar of cricket.
“Nothing has been decided yet. Also with
four days left for Mushtaq Ali to begin, can
this concept see light of the day as yet? We
don’t know yet,” the source said.

A section among IPL operations team
wants to push the envelope and introduce
the concept during Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy (National T20 Tournament) start-
ing November 9 but thereisa sectioninthe
BCCI that believes it could specifically
favour one particular high-profile franchise
comprising veteran players.

There is one particular team which
needs a bit of cushion during 2020 IPL with
the average age of its core players being 35
plus. Has the IPL operations guy, who pre-
pared the concept note, kept that particu-
lar franchise in mind?” questioned another
official. PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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Rival hurt, Son weeps

South Korean star distraught after his tackle breaks Everton midfielder Gomes’s ankle

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LIVERPOOL,NOVEMBER 4

CENK TOSUN'S header eight
minutes into stoppage time sal-
vaged a 1-1 draw for Everton
against Tottenham in a match
overshadowed by a broken an-
kle suffered by Everton mid-
fielder Andre Gomes.

Spurs' Son Heung-min was
shown a straight red card for his
foul on the Portuguese interna-
tional, but the injury occurred as
Gomes's momentum saw him
crash into Serge Aurier. "It is a
bad moment for us as a group
and as a team. It's more than a
football game, this is the most
important thing right now," said
Everton manager Marco Silva.

Tottenham led 1-0 at that
stage thanks to Dele Alli's strike
just after the hour mark.

The injury to Gomes proved
a turning point with Son visibly
upset even before he was
shown a red card. "He (Son) is
devastated and in tears," said
Alli. "It's not his fault. Sonis one
of nicest people you've ever
met. He can't even lift his head
up, he's crying so much." Later
Sunday, Everton confirmed the
26-year-old former Barcelona
star Gomes had broken his right
ankle and will undergo surgery
on Monday. "Everton Football
Club can confirm Andre Gomes
will undergo surgery after sus-
taining an ankle injury in to-
day's game with Tottenham
Hotspur,” the Merseysiders said
in a statement.

"After undergoing hospital
tests, it was confirmed he had
suffered a fracture dislocation to
his right ankle. The club will pro-
vide further updates in due
course.” Tottenham manager
Mauricio Pochettino said his club
had the utmost sympathy for
Gomes. "We feel very sorry,"” he
said. "Was areally bad situation,
very bad luck how he landed in
the action.

"We can only send our best
wishes and (we are) devastated
for the situation.”  However,
Pochettino believed the red card
shown to Son was harsh, partic-
ularly as referee Martin Atkinson
had first produced a yellow card
prior to seeing Gomes's injury.

"[ cannot agree with the red
card of Sonny,” added
Pochettino.

"VAR must help the referee,
I don't know what is going on
and what happens with this
tool. Rather than help the ref-
eree it is creating more confu-
sion." Both managers were left
frustrated at the use of VAR as
both sides saw a strong penalty
claim turned down in the sec-
ond half despite alengthy delay
to review the incidents.

First Tottenham were denied

as Son was upended by Yerry
Mina with the score at 0-0 and
then, after Alli opened the scor-
ing, the England midfielder es-
caped unpunished from a hand-
ball inside his own box.

"I think the referee needs to
go to the screen and checklike in
otherleagues.It's the referee that
needs to take the decision not
the VAR from I don't know
where," said Pochettino. A point
does little toimprove a poor start
to the season for either side with
Everton still hovering just one
place above the relegation zone,
while Spurs remain in the bot-
tom half in 11th with 13 points
from their first 11 games.

Tottenham hit the Toffees for
six on their last visit to Goodison
Park last December, but their fall
off in form over the past year was

TV replays suggested Gomes
landed awkwardly after
Son's challenge. Referee
Martin Atkinson initially
showed Son a yellow card,
then changed it to red. Reuters

in evidence in a dismal first 45
minutes in which neither side
threatened to open the scoring.
Spurs badly missed the absent
Harry Kane through illness, but
were gifted the opener when
Alex Iwobi handed possession to
Son and the South Korean fed
Alli to fire past England interna-
tional teammate Jordan Pickford.

Son's joy soon turned to an-
guishwhen he slid on Gomes 12
minutes from time as he had to
be consoled by players from both
sides when he saw the extent of
Gomes's injury.

Everton still struggled to
make their man advantage
count in what proved to be the
final 24 minutes with 12 min-
utes added due to the VAR re-
views and medical attention for
Gomes.
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Barca’s fragility casts doubts on Europe dominance

They may be one of Europe's
most devastating teams at
their best but another collapse
in La Liga last weekend has
shown mighty Barcelona can
be a soft touch.

Their 3-1 defeat by Levante
on Saturday reopened old
wounds from Anfield and
Rome and suggests they have
not learned from either of
those collapses. Levante scored
three times in seven minutes
after half-time exposing
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Barcelona's inability to regroup
during a spell of intense pres-
sure -- a familiar weakness
since coach Ernesto Valverde
came to the helm in 2017.

Most clubs in Europe would
gladly take winning two league
titles and a Copa del Rey in that
time but Barcelona are a team
concerned with details, the
small margins that could de-
fine a good season or a
great one.

Barca play Slavia Prague on

Tuesday in the Champions
League, when victory at Camp
Nou against Group F's weakest
team will ensure the frustra-
tion and failings from Levante
swiftly fade. But fragility per-
sists that can be exposed by
elite opponents when it mat-
ters most, as Roma and then
Liverpool so emphatically
proved in the last two
Champions League campaigns,
when three-goal first-leg leads
were squandered by the

Catalan giants. Barcelona have
shown they lack steel when
they are uncomfortable, not
least away from home, where
their record under Valverde
has been disappointing.

In Valverde's three seasons,
they have won only 25 out of
44 league matches on the road.
By comparison, Manchester
City have won 35 out of 44.

In the Champions League
Barca have only won five out of
13 away games. AFP



