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SURROUND POLICEHQ, SEEK ACTION AGAINST LAWYERS WHO ATTACKED THEM

Capital’s police pour out in protest

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

POLICE IN the National Capital
faced a virtual revolt from within
its ranks Tuesday when over
2,000 personnel and their family
members gathered outside the
Delhi Police headquarters atITO
to protest the recent attacks
against policemen by lawyers
following a parking row last
week.

Faced with an unprece-
dented situation, senior police
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Curtains for
IPL opening
ceremony,

Board finds it
too costly

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 5

THE INDIAN cricket board has
decided to scrap the IPLopening
ceremony, the Bollywood-style
extravaganza that previously
cost close to Rs 30 crore.

This was one of the key deci-
sions taken during the IPL gov-
erning council meeting Monday.
In another move, it was decided
that the league will henceforth
have a fourth umpire to focus
only on no-balls.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
a BC( official said: “The opening
ceremonies are a waste of money.
The cricket fans don’t seem to be
interested, and the performers
have to be paid a lot.”

Over the years, a number of
Bollywood stars and interna-
tional pop stars, like Katy Perry,
Akon and Pit Bull, have per-
formed at IPL opening cere-
monies amid dazzling fireworks
and laser shows.

On the no-ball decision, the
official said: “Last season, several
players were given out and later
recalled when replays showed
the bowlers had overstepped.
The idea is to reduce errors and
controversies.” The next IPLauc-
tion will be held in Kolkata on
December 19.
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officersissued several appeals to
the protesters to rejoin duty, the
Congress and AAP attacked the
Centre, and the Lieutenant
General called for restoring trust.
The Union Home Ministry,
meanwhile, said it was review-
ing areport on the incidents that
triggered the protests.

Late Tuesday, the protesters
were yet to disperse fully with
some lighting candles for a night
vigil. “After the Tis Hazari inci-
dent, we feel scared and humil-
iated,” said a constable.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Police personnel protest outside Delhi Police headquarters,

Tuesday. Prem Nath Pandey
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with The Indian Express Executive Editor (National
Affairs) P Vaidyanathan Iyer, National Opinion Editor Vandita Mishra in Mumbai. Nirmal Harindran

Finance Minister hints: Sops for
home buyers and senior citizens

Jet, IL&FS: ‘Don’t want any more institutions falling off cliff’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 5

UNION FINANCE Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
Tuesday that the government is
working on some sops for the
real estate sector, particularly for
home buyers, and support to
senior citizens in the wake of the
decline in interest rates.

“In real estate, we have
started working on some pro-
posals...we will have an offer for
home buyers. Soon we will come

to a stage to offer some solutions
to them,” she said. The govern-
ment is also working on “sup-

port to the senior citizens... work
is going onit”.

Moreover,in what is the first
major reform being proposed in
the aftermath of the Punjab and
Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC)
Bank crisis, Sitharaman also
hinted that cooperative banksin
the country will soon face tighter
regulation norms, and will be
brought under the ambit of the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949.

Sitharaman was speaking
with The Indian Express
Executive Editor (National

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

No place for hooliganism,
violence: Bar warns lawyers

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

COMING DOWN heavily on
lawyers who resorted to vio-
lence, especially against police-
men, at Delhi’s Tis Hazari and
Saket court complexes, the Bar
Council Of India (BCI) Tuesday
slammed these “acts of grave

misconduct” and directed Bar as-
sociations to identify the lawyers
since “hooliganism and violence”
have “no place in the Bar”.
Underlining “we are tarnish-
ing the image of the Institution
by sparing such rowdy ele-
ments”, BCI chairman Manan
Kumar Mishra and co-chairman
Ved Prakash Sharma, in a letter
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Smuggling probe as cover,
Bengaluru police tapped
phones of 30 public figures

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER S

IN MAY 2019, shortly after the
Lok Sabha elections, the
Bengaluru police had announced
one of its biggest successes in
stopping the smuggling of red
sanders via Karnataka, with the
arrest of 13 people and seizure of
4,000 kg of sandalwood worth
over Rs 4 crore. Investigations
have revealed that under the
cover of that probe and other
cases, the Bengaluru police ille-
gally tapped telephones of sev-
eral public figures in the state.
Sources said as many as 30
phone numbers were tapped by
slipping them in among the
numbers of red sanders smug-
glers which were being lawfully
intercepted, around the time of
the Lok Sabha polls. Illegal

phone-tapping was also done
using other cases right up to the
period when a group of rebels
toppled the ]JD(S)-Congress
coalition government headed by
H D Kumaraswamy in July this
year, sources said.

The 30 whose phones were
tapped include aninfluential seer
of the dominant Vokkaliga com-
munity, Nirmalananda Swami,
and at least one candidate in the
Lok Sabha polls and associates.

The BJPgovernmentled by BS
Yeddyurappa had earlier handed
over investigations into the ille-
gal tapping, believed to have
lasted a year between August
2018 and August 2019 (during
Kumaraswamy’s tenure and the
start of Yediyurappa’s), to the CBI.

The Bengaluru police surveil-
lance on the red sanders gang
lasted several months, and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Not only Kudankulam,
ISRO, too, was alerted
of cyber security breach

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

NOT JUST the Kudankulam plant

of the Nuclear Power

Corporation of India Limited How malware

(NPCIL), the Indian Space .

Research Organisation (ISRO), hits the system

too, was alerted of a possible

breach by suspected malware, THE MALWARE target-

The Indian Express has learnt. ing Kudankulam and
On September 3, the National ISRO in early September

was identified as Dtrack.
Designed to steal data, a
Dtrack can give the
“threat actor” complete
control over all infected
devices. In this case, it

Cyber Coordination Centre, set
up under a classified project “to
generate necessary situational
awareness of existing and poten-
tial cyber security threats and
enable timely information shar-

ing,” received intelligence from targeted domain con-

a US-based cybersecurity com- trollers — the server
pany that a “threat actor” had computer that responds
breached master “domain con- to security authentica-
trollers” at the Kudankulam tion requests.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



2 THE SECOND PAGE

mVISUAL STORIES
m DAILY BRIEFING
m PODCASTS

m CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

Indian Express
**xxky 4.6

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOAD THE APP

CBI raids 190 locations in
multiple bank fraud cases
worth Rs 7,000 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

INTHE biggest coordinated search
conducted this year, the CBI on
Tuesday raided 190 locations
across the country in connection
withmultiple alleged bank frauds
to the tune of Rs 7,000 crore.

The agency conducted the
searches across 16 states and
Union Territories after registering
42 FIRs. More than 1,000 officers
drawn from various branches of
the agency were involved in the
searches, sources said.

The CBI said in at least four
cases, the siphoned off funds are
more than Rs 1000 crore. Most
searches were reported from
Maharashtra (58 locations) fol-
lowed by Punjab (32), officials
said.

Twelve locations were
searched inDelhi, 17 each in Tamil
Nadu and Madhya Pradesh, 15 in
Uttar Pradesh, five eachin Gujarat,
Haryana and Andhra Pradesh,
foureachinKerala, Telanganaand
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, six in
Karnataka, and two each in
Uttarakhand, West Bengal and
Chandigarh.

Among major cases, the CBI
has booked promoters and direc-
tors of Advantage Overseas Pvt Ltd
Shrikant Bhasi, Dinesh Arkot
Selvaraj, Manish Kumar Singh,
Gagan Sharmaand Jijo John foral-
legedly cheating State Bank of
India, Bhopal, by falsifying records
toavail credit facilities of Rs 6,000
crore. The company involved in
bulk trading of agro commodities
defaulted on payments causes
losses worth Rs 1,266 crore to the
bank; officials said.

A separate case has been reg-
istered  against  Energo
Engineering Projects Ltd and its
directors — Sujit Das, Dinesh
Singh and Jaya Singh — for avail-
ing credit facilities to the tune of
Rs 1,290 crore, allegedly on forged
documents. Subsequent payment
defaults from the company
caused a loss of Rs 1,266 crore to
the bank, CBI officials said.

Chennai-based Surana
Industries and its directors —
Dinesh Chand Surana, Shanti Lal
Surana, Gautham Lal Surana,
Vijayraj Surana —and others have
beennamed inanFIR for allegedly
causing a loss of Rs 1,083 crore to
a consortium of 12 banks led by
IDBI, according to officials.

SC pulls up Haryana govt over
boycott of Dalits in Hisar village

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

THE SUPREME Court pulled up
the Haryana government on
Tuesday over allegations of the
boycott of Dalits in Hisar’s Bhatla
village for over two years. The
court directed the state to file an
affidavit by November 8 explain-
ing the steps taken by the admin-
istration to deal with the same.

“Social boycott was happen-
ing... Your government did noth-
ing... Boycott continuing. Whatis
happening?” Justice NV Ramana,
heading a three-judge bench, told
the counsel for Haryana when it
took up a petition which high-
lighted the issue.

The bench, also comprising
JusticesRSubhashReddyand BR

Gavai, termed the issue as “seri-
ous”. It also directed the con-
cerned senior police officers who
are looking into the matter toap-
pear in court with the relevant
records on November 8, when it
will hear the matter next.

The petition said the dispute
arose on June 15,2017, when a
group of Dalit boys were as-
saulted by members of the dom-
inant community over the use of
a hand-pump for drawing water.

It sought a direction to the
Haryana government to “imme-
diately put an end to the social
boycott imposed by the domi-
nant community since July 2,
2017, inter alia, and punish all
those responsible for the social
boycott by imposition of a collec-
tive fine on the dominant com-
munity....”

House panel to take up WhatsApp
‘snooping’ issue on November 20

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

THE PARLIAMENTARY Standing
Committee on Information and
Technology will take up the is-
sue of privacy breach in
WhatsApp on November 20.
Inastatement, the chairman
of the committee said that he
had received a number of re-
quests for comments on the dis-

closure of “snooping” on Indians.

“Before passing any judg-
ment, we must ascertain the ve-
racity of the information re-
ported in the media. These
reports, and the alleged use of
the technology, area matter of
grave concern. Therefore, the
Standing Committee will con-
sider this matter at its next
meeting, scheduled on
November 20th,” the statement
said.

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

AFTER DEATHOF AL-BAGHDADI, WHOISTHEWORLD'S ‘MOST WANTED CRIMINAL"?

Thedeath of ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadilast week ended one of the most intense and aggressive manhunts
inthe world. The race for the unofficial title of the world’s “most wanted” individual is open again. Several countries
and agencies, such as the European Union and the FBI release lists of their most wanted from time to time
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India decides not to join
the RCEP agreement
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Kudankulam

plantand atISRO with amalware,
later identified as a “Dtrack.”
Sources said both NPCILand ISRO
were alerted on September 4.

The breach at the
Kudankulam plant became pub-
licon October 28 after some of the
plant’s data showed up on virus-
total.com, an online malware
scanning service.

On October 29, Kudankulam
Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP)
said that no cyber-attack was pos-
sible on the plant’s standalone
control system. The next day,
however, NPCIL admitted there
had been an infection “in the in-
ternet connected network used
for administrative purposes” and
that “the matter wasimmediately
investigated by DAE specialists.”
It added: “This (network) is iso-
lated from the critical internal net-
work. The networks are being
continuously monitored.
Investigation also confirms that
the plant systems are not af-
fected.”

But there has been no word
from ISRO so far.

The Indian Express sentISROa
questionnaire Thursday. Despite
several calls and messages, ISRO
is yet to respond.

Sources, however, confirmed
to The Indian Express that with
the proposed lunar landing of
Chandrayaan 2 due in about 100
hours — it subsequently failed —
and the safety of a nuclear power
plant at stake, a multi-agency
team swung into action soon after
the threat was received.

Most high-security setups op-
erate on two “air-gapped (sepa-
rate) networks”: a standalone
control system that runs the core
function — reactors in case of a
nuclear power plant —and anon-
line network responsible for the
rest of the functions. The Dtrack
malware, it is learnt, targeted the
domain controller of the online
network, exposingits credentials
such as passwords.

OnSeptember 23, researchers
at Russia-based cybersecurity
company Kaspersky Labs re-
ported that the last activity of a
Dtrack malware that targeted
“banks and research centres in
India” was “detected in the begin-
ning of September 2019”.

They attributed the malware
to Lazarus, “an umbrella name
that typically describes hacking
activity which  advances
Pyongyang’s interests”. After the
breach at Kudankulam became
public last week, Seoul-based
non-profit IssueMakersLab, an
expert group of malware analysts,
has claimed that they identified
the malware as the same one that
was used to infiltrate the South
Korean military’s internal net-
work in 2016.

“North Korea has been inter-
ested in the thorium based nu-
clear power, which toreplace the
uranium nuclear power (sic).
India is a leader in thorium nu-
clear power technology,” it
claimed on November 1.

Two days later,
IssueMakersLab tweeted an im-
age “of the history of malware
used by the North Korean hacker
group B that hacked the
Kudankulam” plant. It showed a
16-digit password used to “com-
press a list of files on an infected
PC” aswell asaMBR (master boot
record) Wiper version of the mal-
ware.

MBR Wipers are destructive
malware often intended for cyber
warfare. These can spread from
an infected source to the entire
network, erase files after extract-
ing and uploading those to the at-

BJP Bengal chief’s
latest: ‘Desi cow
milk contains gold
and therefore

is yellowish’

FULL COVERAGE

DELHIPOLICEVS
LAWYERS

Cops demand union for
their welfare

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY,NOVEMBER 6,2019

Why India has said no
to the RCEP trade deal

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode, we look at why India has
dropped out of the regional trade pact and
how itis likely to impact the domestic

market

Capital’s police pour out in protest

Most of the anger was di-
rected at a Delhi High Court or-
der stating that “no coercive ac-
tion will be taken against
lawyers by police” after the
parking row at the Tis Hazari
court complex snowballed into
a clash between both sides.

The protest also came a day
after lawyers went on a ram-
page at Saket court, withavideo
of a constable being assaulted
captured on camera.

Tuesday’s events pointed to
a growing mistrust in the force
towards the leadership, with
many police personnel express-
ing disappointment over how
their seniors have handled the
situation. Appeals by Police
Commissioner Amulya Patnaik
and a dozen other top officers
failed to pacify the protesters.

Devender Singh, a constable
at the HQ, said: “Why haven’t
senior police officers taken any
action against the lawyers? The
accused can easily be identified
through the videos. Our khaki is
at stake. We need protection.”

A message about a protest
first started doing the rounds on
WhatsApp Monday evening.
Around 9 am Tuesday, 150 per-

sonnel had gathered and started
sending out photos and videos
of the protest on WhatsApp
groups. Soon, the crowd
swelled. By noon,around 2,000
police personnel and their fam-
ilies had gathered at the HQ,
shouting slogans and holding
placards.

Around 12.40 pm, amid cries
of “Save the Khaki”, Patnaik ap-
peared to try and defuse the sit-
uation. “These are testing times
for us and for a while, the Delhi
Police has been undergoing
such testing times,” he said.

Referring to the Tis Hazari
clash, he said, “Our officers
dealt with the incident very
well. The situation is better
than before today. We should
look at this as a test. We are
protectors of the law and let’s
behave like that. [ am sure we
will be able to handle this sit-
uation in the best way possi-
ble... We understand your pain
and relate to it as well. We are
elevating the matter to higher
commissions.”

Patnaik requested the pro-
testers to return to duty, while
assuring them that “the matter
is being investigated by the SIT

and the matter where people
were attacked by lawyers out-
side Saket court on Tuesday too
is being investigated”.

But that failed to quell tem-
pers. By evening, buses full of
family members of police per-
sonnel from Dwarka district had
reached India Gate,demanding
protection. Ritu, the wife of a
sub-inspector, said, “The protec-
tors themselves aren’t safe...
when | heard about the Tis
Hazari incident,  was scared
that this may happen to my
family too.”

Inthe evening, police shared
anote about the decisions being
taken to placate the protesters:
Review petition on the High
Court order regarding the Tis
Hazari incident, medical assis-
tance to injured police person-
nel,and minimumRs 25,000 to
be paid as ex-gratia payment to
the injured personnel.

Tuesday’s protest was trig-
gered by the incident Saturday,
when an advocate suffered a
gunshot injury, eight advocates
were injured in lathicharge and
at least 20 policemen were
beaten up, apart from over 20
vehicles beingdamaged and set

ablaze by lawyers at the court
complex.

Both sides have blamed the
other — police claim lawyers
started the violence and at-
tacked 3rd Battalion personnel,
while lawyers maintain police
used excessive force and said fir-
ing inside court premises was
unacceptable.

On Sunday, the High Court
suspended two policemen,
transferred two senior person-
nel and ordered a judicial en-
quiry into the incident while di-
recting that no coercive action
can be taken against lawyers.

Amid Tuesday’s protest, the
Police Commissioner told re-
porters that “a case has been
registered against the lawyers
on the complaintof a police con-
stable”.

“Due to the clash at Tis
Hazari courtand otherincidents
of violence, the police personnel
are agitated and are protesting.
We (senior officials) spoke to
them and explained to them
that we will take action against
the accused... We are a disci-
plined force and will stand up to
the expectations of the govern-
ment and the public,” he said.

No place for hooliganism, violence: Bar warns lawyers

to Bar associations of Delhi,
called for an end to “violence
in Court premises immedi-
ately” and recall of resolutions
directing lawyers to abstain
from court work.

The BCI chiefs said a resolu-
tion passed by the coordina-
tion committee Monday, call-
ing for arrest of policemen
allegedly involved in the Tis
Hazari violence, was meaning-
less since the Delhi High Court
had ordered a judicial enquiry
into the incident. “We are to
think of this aspect from legal
point of view, so that we may
not be laughing stock before
society,” they said.

The BCl said “our inaction
and tolerance encourages”
such “rowdy elements” and
“ultimately results in contempt
proceedings by the High
Courts or Supreme Court”.

tacker, and then overwrite the

master boot record making the
network unusable.

Finance Minister

Affairs) P Vaidyanathan Iyer and
National Opinion Editor Vandita
Mishra at Express Adda, an infor-
mal interaction organised by The
Indian Express group.

The growth in the home loan
segment has declined in the last
quarter and senior citizens have
seen a decline in their income
from bank deposits due to the
falling interest rates.

On the collapse of IL&FS and
Jet Airways, she said, “l don’t want
any more institution falling off the
cliff.” She added: “Why we didn’t
sense it earlier... it was much too
late.”

(Claiming that recapitalisation
of public sector banks would also
see more money flow into non-
banking financial companies
(NBFCs),sheruled out asset qual-
ity review in the sector as of now.
“We're giving them support,” she
said.

Sitharaman also hinted at a
greater say for the corporate sec-
tor in the banking industry. “We

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 5

KNOWN FOR his controversial re-
marks, West Bengal BJP president
Dilip Ghosh on Tuesday courted
fresh row, saying that desi cow’s
milk contains gold and is there-
fore yellowish in colour. He also

“The incident of beating po-
liceman on bike by some Saket
lawyers, assault of anautodriver,
manhandling general public...
are most unfortunate and Bar
Council of India is not going to
tolerateit. These are acts of grave
misconduct,” it said.

“The way some lawyers are
acting even after such a nice
step of Delhi High Court, yes-
terday’s (November 4) behav-
iour of a few lawyers has dis-
turbed us... Abstaining from
court or resort to violence will
not help us; rather by doing
this we are losing the sympa-
thy of courts, inquiring judge,
CBI, IB and Vigilance. Even gen-
eral public’s opinion is going
adverse to us. Result may be
dangerous,” the BCI said.

Taking suo motu cog-
nizance of media reports on
the clash between lawyers and

would love corporates to have a
greater say in bank management
and are open to more banks com-
ingupin the corporate sector,” she
said.

The Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) move to impose curbs on
lending and withdrawals of the
crisis-laden PMCBank reportedly
due to under-reporting of bad
loans had earlier turned the spot-
light on the regulation of cooper-
ative banks, which are jointly reg-
ulated by the RBI and the state
government. To protect the inter-
estof depositors,an RBI panel un-
der former Deputy Governor R
Gandhi had earlier suggested an
amendment of the Act to grant
the regulator more powers over
cooperative banks.

“We will bring amendments
to ensure that once you are call-
ing yourself a bank, you come un-
der the Banking Regulation Act,”
said Sitharaman.

“I have had three meetings
with the RBland the industry (on
this topic). The question is how
are we communicating to thein-
vestor that their monies are safe
and also to look at whether the
cooperative banks get governed

targeted a section of intellectuals
who ate beef as a mark of protest,
calling them “anti-socials” and
telling them to eat dog meat too.
The remarks drew sharpreac-
tions from senior Trinamool
Congress leader Subrata
Mukherjee, who called the BJP
leader’s claims “insane”.
Addressing a public meeting

policemen at the Tis Hazari
court complex, the High Court
had said that Justice (retd) S P
Garg, a former judge of the
court, would hold a judicial in-
quiry into the matter.

It directed the Delhi Police
Commissioner to transfer
Special Commissioner Sanjay
Singh and Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Harinder Singh during the
pendency of the inquiry and
made it clear that no coercive
action would be taken against
any lawyer.

On Monday, advocates at
the Saket court had gone on a
rampage, allegedly assaulting
apoliceman and two litigants.

The BCI also appealed to
“big leaders of Bar Associations
of Delhi” to recall the resolu-
tion passed on Monday, and to
resume work. “If peace and

asadequately asabank,” she said.

Sitharamanalso called India’s
move to not join the Regional
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership (RCEP), a 16-nation
trade agreement, on Monday as
a “realistic and practical deci-
sion.” “Many of our core con-
cerns were not addressed both
in the goods and the services sec-
tor. We cannot conclude an
agreement just because we
would be seen as an outlier. We
still have a long way to go before
our exporters derive maximum
benefits from such agreements,”
she said.

“We would love to continue
and have our concerns ad-
dressed. [ am satisfied that the
partner countries said they will
address our concerns. We’re not
shutting our doors or looking in-
wards. We are actively engaging
with the global trading commu-
nity,” she said.

The Finance Minister also
stated that the government’s fo-
cus in the coming months would
be towards reducing input costs
toimprove the ease of doing busi-
ness in the corporate sector and
enable companies to invest and

in Burdwan, Ghosh said, “Desi
cows have a hump on their back.
Foreign breeds do not have a
hump and their backs are plain
like that of a buffalo. The hump
has ‘swarna nari’. When sunlight
falls on the hump, it produces
gold. That is why the milk of desi
cow s yellowish or lightly golden.
It contains gold. If one drinks only

harmony is not restored and
resolution (to abstain from
work) is not recalled, then we
will have no option but to
withdraw from this episode.
We wiill neither participate in
enquiry nor we will beina po-
sition to defend anyone inside
or outside Court,” it said.

It also said Bar leaders
must ensure thatin the course
of enquiry, nothing adverse
should come which could put
any lawyer in trouble. “No
lawyer should be put to trialin
any criminal case. Our experi-
enceis that, in such asituation,
the leaders start keeping dis-
tance from the advocates in
trouble. Leaders are only con-
cerned with their interests and
votes. That’s all. No one comes
to rescue of a lawyer if a crim-
inal case starts against him,”
the BCI said.

expand more.

Signalling more economic re-
formsin the near future, she said,
“In our country, the difficulty in
taking call is in moving forward
with reform-based actions. We
may have missed the bus the last
time but we won’t miss the bus
now.” She said that she wouldn’t
grudge if the companies are using
gains from the corporate tax re-
duction todeleverage their finan-
cials.

When asked if the dwindling
state of economy played a role in
BJP’s performance in Haryanaand
Maharashtra, Sitharaman said:
“It’s not possible for whichever
government, in Centre or state, to
not talk about the economy at all
and ask for votes. The economy is
a matter, but voter sees there is a
genuine attempt to build econ-
omy.” The economy is an issue
during every election, she said.

“The government is also look-
ing at electric vehicles and
strengthening and encouraging
public transportation,” she said.
The Finance Minister also spoke
about deepening the bond mar-
ket and increasing retail partici-
pation.

desi cow milkit is enough for sus-
tenance. There are many religious
men who live by drinking cow
milk and water from the Ganga.”

The BJP MP from Midnapore
also targeted people for their pref-
erence for eating beef. “There are
people who belong to the educa-
tive society who eat beef on the
roadside. Why only cow? They can

Smuggling

unveiled smuggling of sandal-
wood from Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Maharashtra to China and the far
east. Apart from using one of its
biggest investigations into red
sanders smuggling to illegally
eavesdrop on public individuals,
the Bengaluru police also diverted
tapped calls out of the regular
phone interception system,
sources said.

The agency has questioned
several police officers, including
former commissioner Alok
Kumar, then in-charge of the
Bengaluru police. Among those it
has obtained statements fromare
policemen directly involved in the
tapping, to understand the
process.Some of the officers have
provided detailed accounts of the
interceptions done under the or-
ders of superiors, sources said.

“There was a regular investi-
gation into the sandalwood
smuggling racket whichinvolved
many people. The phone num-
bers of suspects were being inter-
cepted in a legal manner. There
were also demands for tapping
phones of others and these num-
bers were slipped in with those of
suspects and they were also
tapped,” sources familiar with the
investigations said.

While the legal process of ob-
taining clearances from the state
Home Secretary for interception
of calls of the smuggling suspects
for a period of 60 days was fol-
lowed, police dodged scrutiny of
theillegal interception of phones
by restricting such tapping to
seven days, for which clearance
can be provided at the Bengaluru
commissionerate level itself.

Sources said that, additionally,
inmany instances, the calls inter-
cepted illegally did notland at the
technical centre of the Bengaluru
police where tapping is autho-
rised but on phones outside the
system, and there is evidence to
show many numbers were
tapped in this manner.

Last month, as a part of its
probe, the CBI searched the home
and offices of former commis-
sioner Alok Kumar, an officer of
the rank of additional director
general of police. It is during
whose tenure in Bengaluru city
thatmuch of theillegal tapping is
alleged to have occurred. Kumar
was brought in as the Bengaluru
police commissioner inJune 2019,
under Kumaraswamy as chief
minister,and earlier served as the
head of the city’s crime investiga-
tion unitin 2018-19.

The allegations of illegal tap-
ping emerged as a by-product of
the tussle between Alok Kumar
and the current Bengaluru police
commissioner, Bhaskar Rao, in
August. Anaudioleak of telephone
conversations of Rao led to a pre-
liminary inquiry being setup.The
inquiry revealed that the phone
calls intercepted by the Crime
Branch of a suspect in a cheating
case were leaked to the media. The
probealsorevealed that phones of
many politicians, officials and oth-
ers were illegally intercepted,
which led to Yeddyurappa order-
ing a CBI probe.

BJP Deputy Chief Minister CN
Ashwathnarayan alleged that
there was phone-tapping on “a
large scale and in an illegal man-
ner” under the JD(S)-Congress
government. “They will have to
give answers and must face jus-
tice for their actions,” he said.

Kumaraswamy earlier said he
was open to any investigation.
“Phone-tapping has occurred un-
der every chief minister... There
are no worries.”

have dog meat too. Eat other ani-
mals too. It is good for health. But
please eat at your home. The cow
is our mother and we view cow
killing as anti-social,” said Ghosh,
in an apparent reference to a sec-
tion of CPM leaders and intellec-
tuals who ate beef publicly in
Kolkata in 2015 to protest against
rising intolerance in the country.
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WEST DELHI

Couple stabbed outside
convenience store by 2 men

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

AYOUNG couple’s visit to a con-
venience store early Tuesday
morning took a turn for the
worse when they were stabbed
by two unidentified men in West
Delhi. Police said the man and
the woman were rushed to a
nearby hospital and discharged
the same day.

Police said that around 5.30
am, the 29-year-old man and his
28-year-old girlfriend went to a
store to buy snacks when two
men standing outside the store

The two victims were
stabbed in a scuffle
after the accused made
lewd remarks at the
woman. The woman
and her boyfriend were
treated and discharged
the same day

allegedly passed a lewd com-
ment at the woman. DCP (West)
Deepak Purohit said, “When the
accused passed these com-

BHEL engineer booked
over husband’s suicide

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,NOVEMBER 5

A BHEL engineer and her fam-
ily members have been booked
for allegedly abetting the sui-
cide of her husband, who
jumped off a high-rise building
in Noida. The 39-year-old man
jumped off the 10th floor of his
residence around 10 am
Monday.

Police suspected it to be sui-
cide, and the man’s family sub-
mitted a complaint the next
day against his 32-year-old
wife and her family, for al-
legedly torturing him mentally
and physically.

“An FIR was filed under IPC
section 306 (abetment of sui-
cide) against the woman, her
parents and two brothers. The
man’s family alleged the
woman'’s family would harass
him over the couple’s financial
issues. They claimed he was tired
of the continuous torture. We
will take statements of the ac-
cused family members and
make arrests accordingly,” said
an officer from Expressway

Police Station.

Police said the woman
worked in BHEL's Haridwar office
as an engineer, and recently
shifted to the Noida branch.

The man had worked as a
computer engineer at an
American firm.

The two got married in 2014
and were initially living without
conflict at Sector 45. They began
having fights soon after, due to
which the man had to quit his job,
the FIR alleged.

As the fights became more
frequent, the man shifted to a
new apartment, where he lived
alone.

He tried to start his own
business, which did not take off.
The FIR also alleged that the
woman’s brothers beat him up,
and demanded Rs 50 lakh and a
flat he owned. Following this, he
became scared and withdrawn
as a result, his family alleged.

Police said neighbours would
often see him throwing utensils
out of the balcony in anger.

The man’s family told police
that days before his suicide, he
alsoreceived a death threat from
the woman’s parents.

ments, it led to an argument...
both the man and the woman
were allegedly stabbed by the
accused.”

Police said a PCR call was re-
ceived at Kirti Nagar police station
around 5.40 am and the couple
were rushed to a nearby hospital.
“When the woman’s partner in-
tervened after the accused passed
acommentather,itled toanalter-
cation and the man was stabbed.
The woman too sustained stabin-
juries when she tried to stop the
fight,” said a police officer.

The man, an accountant at a
restaurant in West Delhi, sus-
tained a stab wound on his right

arm. The woman sustained a stab
injury on her palm. Police said
both were discharged from the
hospital Tuesday, adding that a
case under IPC sections 324
(causing hurt using weapons)
and 509 (insulting the modesty
of a woman) was registered at
Kirti Nagar police station.

“We have recovered CCTV
footage from the spot and are ex-
amining it. We are also going
through CCTV footage of sur-
rounding areas to establish the
movement of the accused, who
have not been identified yet.
Efforts are on to nab them,” said
a police officer.

President rejects plea to
disqualify 11 AAP MLASs

New Delhi: President Ram Nath
Kovind rejected a 2017 plea by
BJPleader Vivek Garg to disqual-
ify 11 AAP MLAs for holding of-
fices of profit.

Garg, a self-professed RTI ac-
tivist, filed the petition in March
2017, demanding the disqualifi-
cation of the MLAs for holding
the posts of co-chairpersons of
the Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) while being
legislative assembly members.

Responding to the Election
Commission, the Delhi govern-
ment said DDMA co-chairper-
sons were not entitled to any re-
muneration or facilities.

“The EC has observed the of-
fice of co-chairperson in DDMA
falls under the exempted cate-
gory as per item 14 of the
Schedule of the Delhi Members
of Legislative Assembly (Removal
of Disqualification) Act, 1997 and
therefore the Commission has
tendered its opinion under
Section 15(4) of the Government
of NCT Act, 1991, that the respon-
dents are not disqualified for
holding office of profit,” the or-
der, signed on October 28, states.

Accordingly, Kovind rejected
Garg’s petition. CM Kejriwal
tweeted, “Satyameva Jayate.
Ultimately truth prevails.” ENS
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TISHAZARI ROW REACHES POLICE CHIEF DOORSTEP

SIT records statements of 11 cops, six
advocates assaulted at Tis Hazari,
looks at CCTV footage to join the dots

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

A SPECIAL investigation team
(SIT) of the crime branch, headed
by Delhi Police Commissioner
Amulya Patnaik, has recorded
the statements of 11 policemen
and six advocates injured in
Saturday’s Tis Hazari clash to as-
certain the sequence of events.
The development comes days af-
ter Delhi High Court ordered a ju-
dicial enquiry into the incident.

“Twenty-one policemenand
six advocates got MLC (medicole-
gal case) conducted. We have
recorded statements of 11 police-
men,” a senior police officer privy
to the investigation said. On
Tuesday afternoon, SIT member
DCP Joy Tirkey had a meeting
with DCP (North) Monika
Bhardwaj, who was also present
at Tis Hazari court Saturday.

The Indian Express accessed
the statements of the policemen
and CCTV footage from the jail
lock-up to establish what tran-
spired at the court complex.

According to an officer,at 1.53
pm, constable Pradeep Kumar,
deployed outside the court lock-
up, asked lawyer Sagar Sharma,
who had parked his Jeep there, to
remove the vehicle. Lalit Sharma,
who was with Sagar, told The
Indian Express: “Sagar, me and
another friend came out of the
Jeep to attend the hearing of our
client. Kumar asked us to remove
the vehicle and we told him our
parking staff will remove it
within five minutes. We asked
him to take our phone, but he re-
fused to allow us to go.”

According to another officer,
Kumar, in his statement, told po-
lice: “The conversation soon
turned confrontational,and Sagar
tried to beat me up. But he was
overpowered by my colleagues,
who took him inside the lock-up
where our ACP (3rd Battalion)
was present. ACP sahab came out-
side and sorted out the matter,
and Sagar left the lock-up.” As per
the officer, investigation has re-
vealed that lawyers, however,
started shouting and asking
about the policeman who had
taken Sagar inside the lock-up.

WHAT COPS WANT

M Police chief should
appeal against HC order
against policemen

M Special CP Sanjay
Singh, Additional DCP
(North) Harinder Singh
be reassigned

M All FIRs registered
against policemen be
quashed

B CCTV footage of Saket
court incident be used
to identify and arrest
accused lawyers

M Police redressal
forum be made for
low-ranking officials

Investigation has revealed
that the in-charge of Tis Hazari
court police post was told by ACP
(3rd Battalion) to resolve the
matter, following which the lat-
teris believed to have left.

“Police personnel of the 3rd
Battalion alleged in their state-
ment that the SHO of the area
concerned came to sort out the
matter, but he was manhandled
by lawyers. Later, Additional DCP
(North) Harinder Singh reached
the complex and entered from
gate number 2 with a few per-
sonnel. Some lawyers started
manhandling him and some oth-
ers barged into the jail lock-up,
where they had a scuffle with the
policemen,” the officer said.

According to an officer, CCTV
footage shows that an assistant
sub-inspector posted with the
3rd Battalion fired two rounds by
training his revolver on the gate
of the lock-up, and a bullet hit a
lawyer. “To escape, Harinder
Singh went to the lock-up and
locked himself and several other
personnel inside. The firing agi-
tated lawyers and they started
pelting stones. They also set three
motorbikes on fire and smoke
started gathering inside the lock-
up, which also had 150 inmates,”
an officer said. Policemen tried to
douse the fire using buckets of
water inside, and were rescued
at5.25 pm when more police ar-
rived and used lathi charge.

Bar members seek
restraint; Strike
must end now

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

AS ADVOCATES in Delhi High
Court and all district courts
called for abstention from work
for the third consecutive day,
senior members of the bar
called for restraint and ap-
pealed to lawyers to call off the
strike.

“Violence never leads to
anything good. The Supreme
Court has already laid down the
law that lawyers’ strike and sus-
pension of the court is illegal,”
retired Supreme Court judge
Abhay Manohar Sapre said.

In 2003, a three-judge bench
ruling of Supreme Court had said
that lawyers have no right to go
on strike or give a call for boycott,
not even on a token strike.

“The protest, if any is re-
quired, can only be by giving
press statements, TV interviews,
carrying out of court premises
banners and/or placards, wear-
ing black or white or any colour
arm bands, peaceful protest
marches outside and away from
court premises, going on dhar-
nas or relay fasts, etc,” the court
had said.

In October, the Delhi High
Court had also observed that
lawyers must refuse to abide by
calls of strike.

Former additional solicitor
general Siddharth Luthra ap-
pealed to lawyers to end the
strike immediately. “It is time for
the legal community, who are
upholders of law, to end the
strike immediately and pursue
remedies by all legal means

The protest, ifanyis
required, can only be by
giving press statements,
TV interviews, carrying
out of court premises
banners and/or placards,
wearing black or white or
any colour arm bands,
peaceful protest
marches outside and
away from court
premises, goingon
dharnas or relay fasts.

THE SUPREME COURT
IN2003

posssible,” he said.

“The issue is under judicial
scrutiny and those who believe
in the rule of law must eschew
extra legal methods,” Luthra
said.

Senior advocate and former
president of the Supreme Court
Bar Association, Vikas Singh,
condemned the violence and call
for strike by lawyers, although he
added that “the initial provoca-
tion seems to be done by the po-
lice”.

“ButIdo not approve of what
happened thereafter. It is simply
snowballing out of control now.
As a member of the Bar, lawyers
cannot take law in their hands,”
he said.

“Lawyers as a class have no
special immunity and the police
deserve respect. The entire po-
lice force cannot be blamed but
sometimes there are excesses
and that’s where the courts in-
tervene,” he added.
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At the protest by families of Delhi Police personnel at India Gate, Tuesday. Gajendra Yadav

At India Gate, families of cops
say time to keep them safe

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

“SCARED” FOR their families’ fu-
ture, over 50 people, including
children, held a candlelight
march at India Gate to support
police personnel seeking justice
from authorities. As over 2,000
policemen staged a protest out-
side the police headquarters,
their families reached India Gate
at3 pm.

Phule Ram, a retired sub-in-
spector and father of a policeman
said, “We want the accused
lawyers to be arrested. My son
works day and night for police;
the force must do something for
safety of their men.”

A10-year-old boy stood in the
corner of the group, holding a
placard that read: “Protectors
need protection”. The child’s fa-
ther works as a head constable.
He said, “I am with my mother
and sister to protest against peo-
ple who haven't helped my fa-

At India Gate on Tuesday evening. Gajendra Yadav

ther and his friends...”

The child was joined by 8-10
other children who held placards
with “Police waalo ka tabadla
waapis liya jaaye.”

“My husband wants to help
his colleagues, but also must con-
tinue with his duty. WhenIsawa
video of the Saket assault on a
constable, I was angry, but later |
felt scared. What if the same
thing happens to my husband?
The court and government won'’t

help him as well... Why is action
being taken against only the po-
licemen,” said Ritu, wife of anin-
spector posted with Delhi Police.

Another woman, Pratima
Singh, said, “My husband has
made a lot of sacrifices for police
in the last 20 years. He doesn’t
come home for Diwali, Holi... But
now, the authorities have to help
us... How can people expect po-
lice to keep them safe if police
aren’t safe themselves?”
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Need clarity on
‘no coercive action’
order: Govt to HC

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

THE CENTRE moved the Delhi
High Court Tuesday, asking for a
clarification on its order passed
Sunday that said no coercive ac-
tion can be taken against advo-
cates, in the wake of the clash be-
tween lawyers and police at Tis
Hazari court complex a day ear-
lier. The Centre sought to know
whether the HC order should be
applicable on subsequent inci-
dents as the law should take its
own course without any fetters.

A bench of Chief Justice DN
Patel and Justice C Hari Shankar
issued notice and sought re-
sponse of the Bar Council of
India, the apex body of lawyers,
and several other bar associa-
tions of the national capital on
the Centre’s plea.

The Central government,
represented by Additional
Solicitor General Maninder
Acharya, sought a clarification
from the court that “the order
dated November 3, 2019, is no
impediment in taking any action
inaccordance with law to main-
tain law and order”.

“Therefore, clarification is re-
quired from this court as various
unfortunate incidents have hap-
pened during the last two days
as observed by the respondent
(Centre)and widely reported by
the media, which requires the
law to take its own course with-
out any fetters.

“It is prayed that this court
may clarify that order dated
November 3 pertains only to the
two FIRs registered at Subzi
Mandi police station on
November 2,” the application,
filed through Central govern-
ment read.

The Centre’s plea came after
a policeman and two litigants
outside outside Saket court
premises were assaulted by ad-
vocates Monday. On Tuesday,
two separate FIRs were lodged
by the police in this regard.

The bench declined to pass
an interim order and said the
matter would be heard in detail
Wednesday.

The bar associations have

CONG, AAPLASH
OUTAT CENTRE

THE CONGRESS mean-
while has accused the
government of being
“missing in action”. “This
is a new low in 72 years.
The Delhi Police, whichis
directly under the charge
of Home Ministry, is
protesting on the streets
and the Home Minister
Amit Shah and the Home
Ministry is missing in ac-
tion,” Congress commu-
nication department
head Randeep Surjewala
said. “This is an utter fail-
ure of leadership.”

The AAP also targeted
the Centre, with
spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj saying: “Since
the time Amit Shah ji has
become Home Minister,
Delhi law and order has
deteriorated so much
that it has become the
worst in 70 years. The
ugly situation existing in
the capital today shows
complete incompetence
of the Home Minister and
Central government. The
situation could have been
handled in a mature way
but Central government
is sitting like a mute spec-
tator.”

Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia said: “The whole
situation is very unfortu-
nate. Lawyers provide
justice to the people and
police provide security.
The conflict between
them should have been
resolved way back. We
want the violence to end
and a solution should be
devised to end theissue.”

opposed the Centre’s applica-
tion, saying that police was
seeking the relief so it can harass
lawyers, and insisted that the
entire legal fraternity cannot be
held responsible for stray inci-
dents.

Amulya Patnaik outside police headquarters. Prem Nath Pandey

Police protest, handling of
incident irk Home Ministry

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

DAYS AFTER Home Minister
Amit Shahinaugurated the new
headquarters for Delhi Police
and praised its leadership and
personnel for discipline and sac-
rifice, the force was plunged into
an unprecedented crisis.

The home ministry, which
controls functioning of the Delhi
Police through its union territory
division, has not yet reacted to
the Tis Hazari clash or the protest
by police personnel outside po-
lice headquarters.

Late Tuesday evening, Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla briefed the
Home Minister on the situation.
Sources said the ministry is con-
cerned about the way personnel
protested against the top brass
and the indiscipline it reflected
on part of the force. They said the
ministry was also unhappy with
the way the leadership in Delhi
Police handled the crisis.

Shah was taking stock of
Kashmir situation Tuesday

Earlier in the day, Shah was
busy with a high-level meeting
on Kashmir where he took stock
of the security situation in the
Valley.

In terms of action on the
Delhi Police front, sources said,
the ministry has sought and re-
ceived a report from the police
top brass.

The report, sources said, was
a factual account of what hap-
pened Saturday.

“We are closely monitoring

the situation. A judicial enquiry
has already been ordered. We
should wait for its conclusions,”
a senior home ministry official
said.

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju,
who was MoS Home in the 2014
NDA government, tweeted in
support of Delhi Police Tuesday
morning but deleted the tweet
soon after. “Being a cop is a
thankless job. But they don’t do
it for thanks. Police officers put
their lives on the line every day.
They are damned if they do, and
damned if they don’t. What gets
lost in the anti police rhetoric is
the family left at home while the
policeman serves,” he tweeted.

He later replaced it with a
simple message above a video of
a policeman being beaten up by
lawyers: “Let’s not take law into
our own hands.”

It is learnt that the minister
realised that the union home
ministry had not taken a stand
ontheissue publicly, soit would
not be wise to exceed the brief.
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Regional Office: 2nd & 3rd Floor, Naseema House, West Gandhi Maidan, Near Biscoman Bhawan, Patna - 800001. Ph.: 0612-2219025
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [Under Proviso to Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Overseas Bank,
Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on Dates as mentioned below (date of the sale) for recovery
of dues as mentioned hereunder due to the Secured Creditor from the below mentioned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s).

Sr.
No.

Name of the
Borrower/Guarantor &
Branch

Description of the Immovable Property

Borrower: M/s Mehar All that part and parcel of the property consisting
Enterprises. of Residential Land and building situated at Thana
Prop.: Md. Shamim S/o No.165, Tauzi No.-644, Khata No.-156, Khesara
Md. ljahar Kuraishi and Md. No.316, Mauja Motihari, Khoda Nagar, Thana-
ljahar Kuraishi (Morgagor & Chhatauni, Motihari vide Sale Deed No0.12835,
Guarantor) both at Khoda Dated 28.06.1988 in the name of Md. ljahar
Nagar, Motihari, Chhatauni, Kuraishi Area-1 Katha within the registration sub-
East Champaran-845401 district Motihari and District-East Champaran.
B/o: Motihari (BIHAR) Bounded by: North-Ms. Bibi Akhali Begum,
South-Rasta, East-Niz Mokir, West-Niz Mokir.

Borrower: M/s Nidhi Residential Land and Building at Raxaul, Tapa
Enterprises. Prop.: Mrs. Bahas, Thana No.-7, Tauji No.0951, Khata
Nidhi Devi (Mortgagor) No.-22, Khesra No.-1589,1590, Ward No.-20,
W/O Shri Pannalal Sah, Raxaul, Dist.-East Champaran, admeasuring
Village-Nakardehi,  Post- 9.0 dhur in the name of Smt. Nidhi Devi W/O-
Noniyah, Raxaul, Dist.-East Pannalal Sah vide Deed No0.11188 dated
Champaran, PIN-845305, 21.06.2007. Bounded by (as per sale Deed)
Guarantor: Mr. Pannalal North-Rasta, South-Rasta, East-Binda Sah,
Sah S/O Virbahadur Sah, West-Rajaram Sah College.

Village-Nakardehi,  Post-

Noniyah, Raxaul, Dist.-East

Champaran, PIN-845305.

B/o: Raxaul (BIHAR)

Borrower: Mr. Raj All part and parcel of land and building situated
Kumar Raut S/O Late at Khata No.128, Khesra No.281, Thana No.7,
Vasudev Raut, House Tauzi No.951, Rakba 4 Dhur, Mauza-Raxaul,
No.282, Nayak  Tola, Duncan Hospital, Tumaria Tola, Ward No.-
PO-Harpur, PS-Harpur, 5, Jamabandi No.861, PS-Raxaul, Dist.-East
Dist.-East Champaran- Champaran-845305, in the name of Smt. Shanti
845301and Smt. Shanti Devi W/O Late Vasudev Raut vide Sale Deed
Devi (Mortgagor) W/o Late No.2062 dated 08.02.2010. Bounded By: North-
Vasudev Raut, House Smt. Harishan Khatun, South-Smt. Koushalya
No.282, Nayak Tola, PO- Devi, East-Road, West-Dharichhan Prasad.
Harpur, PS-Harpur, Dist.-

East Champaran-845301.

B/o: Raxaul (BIHAR)

Borrower: M/s Shama All that part and parcel of the property consisting
Drug Agency, Proprietor: of residential land & double storey building
Mr. Mojibur Rahman constructed over the land situated at Rampara,
(Mortgagor) S/O Late Abuzar Ward-24, Mouza-Baigna, Khata No.-30, Khesra
Gahhari, At-Rampara, Ward No.-367 and 365, Ward No.-22/24, Thana No.-
No.24, Katihar- 854105. 102, Tauji-1239, Dist.-Katihar, Pin-854105,
Guarantor: Md. Abdul Extent of the site: As per Sale Deed-13330 dt
Hakim S/o Sheikh Rustam 14.11.1995 is 2 decimal 6 kari in the name of Mr.
Ali, At-Bhermara, PO+PS- Mojibur Rahman. Bounded by (As per Deed):-
Mansahi, Katihar,  Pin- North-Md. Salim, South-Majjo Mistri, East-Md.
854105 Bl/o: Katihar (BIHAR) Karim, West-Pucca Road.

Borrower: M/s H All that part and parcel of the property consisting
Handloom Fabrics, of Mouza-Pista, Thana-Jagdishpur, District-
Prop.: Md. Hafizuddin Bhagalpur, extent of 16 decimal of homestead
(Mortgagor) Resident of land together with pucca single storied house
Kilaghat Sarai, Tatarpur, standing thereon, sale deed no.346, dated
Bhagalpur- 812001) 08.01.2013, Khata No.169, Khesra No.01,
Guarantor: Mrs. Rozi Halka No.-02, Jamabandi No.-311, Thana
Khatoon (Kilaghat, Sarai, No.204, Within the registration sub district
Tatarpur, Bhagalpur- Bhagalpur & District-Bhagalpur in the name of
812001) Md. Hafizuddin S/o Lt. Md. Aziz. Bounded as
B/o: Tilkkamanjhi (BIHAR) per deed: North-Md. Unush & others, South-

Jiyauddin, East-Md. Safik & others, West-Road.

Borrower: Md. Rafique All that part and parcel of the property:
Alam (Mortgagor) S/O 1 Decimal of vacate land in the name of Md.
Lt. Haji Saibur Rahman, Rafique Alam, S/O Late Haji Saibur Rahman
at-Hajipur, PO-Katihar situated at Hridyaganj, Katihar, Mouza-Dalan,
Court, Katihar-854105. Khata No0.1829, Khesra No0.-1693, Area-01
Guarantor: Md. Rustam Decimal as per Sale Deed No.-14887 dt.
Khan S/O Late Hamid Khan, 08.12.2006. Bounded by (As per Deed): North-Nij
At-Hajipur, PO-Katihar, Purchaser, South-Part of Khesra No.1693, East-
Dist.-Katihar-854105 Brick Solling Road, West-Siddique Hussain.

Blo: Katihar (BIHAR) Residential building consisting of G+1 Floor
constructed in 4 Decimal 4 Kari land situated
at Mohalla-Dalan West, Touiji-1175, Thana-77,
Khata No.-1829, Khesra No.-1416, Area-4
Decimal 4 Kari as per Regd. Sale Deed No.6804
dt. 21.05.2007 in the name of Md. Rafique Alam
s/o late Haji Saibur Rahman. Bounded by (As
per Deed): North-Nij Seller, South-Nij Purchaser,
East-PWD Road, West-Nij Seller.

M/s Shankar Land situated at Mauja-Pandaul West, Pargana-
Flour Mill. Hati, Thana No.-108, Sub Registry & Distt.-
Proprietor: Sri  Prem Madhubani, Khata No.-1259(0ld), 1096(New),
Chandra Prasad S/O Late Khesra No0.2943(0ld), 2944(0ld), 2945(0ld),
Bharat Prasad (Mortgagor) 2968(0Id), 2421(New), 2422(New), 2423(New)
Address-Plot  No0.101(P), Admeasuring 03 Dhur 12 Kanma in the name of
Industrial Area, Pandaul, Sri Prem Chandra Prasad vide Sale Deed 1004
Madhubani, Bihar-847234, dated 17.02.2014. Bounded by:-North-Road
Resident of Pandaul Bazar, 3 ft. Wide, South-Rameshwar Das & Santosh
PO+PS-Pandaul, Dist.- Das, East-Bittu Das, West-Road.

Madhubani, Bihar-847234. 4, |and and Building situated at Mauza-
Guarantor & Mortgagor : pandaul, Pargana-Hati, Thana No.-108, Khata
1. Shri Shailesh Kumar No.1135(0ld) Khesra No.3326(Old), 3327(Old)
Prasad S/O Uma Shankar admeasuring 08 Dhur 25 Dhurkis in the name
Prasad, = Resident = of of Mr. Rajesh Kumar Prasad (Guarantor)
Pandaul Bazar, PO+PS- ide registered Sale Deed No.11211 dated
Pandaul, Distt.-Madhubani, 08.12.1984. Bounded by: North-Ramiji Paswan,
Bihar- 847234, South-Dorki Das, East-Govt. Road, West-
2. Sri. Mukesh Kumar Ramfal Paswan & others.

Prasad, S/O Uma Shankar 2, | and and Building situated at Mauza-Pandaul,
Prasad,  Resident  of pargana-Hati, Sub Registry & Distt Madhubani,
Pandaul Bazar, PO+PS- Thana No.-108, Khata No.1135(0ld) Khesra
Pandaul, Distt.-Madhubani, No.3326(0ld), 3327(0Old) admeasuring 08
Bihar- 847234, Dhur 25 Dhurkis in the name of Mr. Rajesh
3. Sri Rajesh Kumar S/O Kumar Prasad, Sri Shailesh Kumar Prasad &
Uma Shankar Prasad, Sy Mukesh Kumar Prasad Sons of Late Uma
Resident of Pandaul Bazar, Shankar Prasad vide Sale Deed No.11210
PO+PS-Pandaul,  Distt.- gated 08.12.1984. Bounded by: North-Ramiji
Madhubani, Bihar- 847234. paswan, South-Dorki Das & Sudan Thakur,
B/o: Mohanbariyam East-Govt. Road, West-Ramfal Paswan.

(BIHAR) 1. Landed Property situated at Mauza-
Sakri, Pargana-Hati, PS-Sakri, Anchal-
Pandaul, at Thana No.-102, Khata No.-
23(0Id), 1688(New), Khesra No0.-2339(0Id),
5132(New), Sub Registry & Distt. Madhubani,

Borrower:

%1,03,72,000/-

EMD of the in the notice (Plus
Property future interest &
Bid Increase _SXPenses to be
Amount calculated further)
¥35,50,000/- 321,42,736/-

%3,55,000/- and interest thereon
%10,000/-

%43,00,000/- 323,58,656/-
34,30,000/- and interest thereon

350,000/-

%9,70,000/-  %10,70,311/-
397,000/- and interest thereon

310,000/-

¥21,28,000/- 8,02,030.40/-
32,12,800/- and interest thereon

350,000/-

%20,76,700.32/-
£10,37,200/- and interest thereon

%1,00,000/-

32,22,000/- <3,58,657.80/-
¥22,200/- and interest thereon

325,000/-

%13,81,000/-
%1,38,100/-
325,000/-

%4,41,000/- 65,97,644/-
344,100/- and interest thereon

325,000/-

%30,69,000/-
33,06,900/-
%1,00,000/-

329,41,000/-
32,94,100/-
31,00,000/-

Reserve Price Amount mentioned E-auction Date

Timing of
E-auction

Bid submission
last date

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 PM

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

18.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

admeasuring 2 Kathha in the name of Sri Prem Chandra Prasad vide registered Sale Deed No0.8113 dated 05.12.2014. Bounded
by:-North-Bale Singh, South-Shailesh Kumar Prasad, East-Samundar Singh, West-Bandh.
2. Landed Property situated at Mauza-Sakri, Pargana-Hati, PS-Sakri, Anchal-Pandaul, at Thana No.-102, Khata No.-23(Old),
1688(New), Khesra No.-2339(0Id), 5132(New), Sub Registry & Distt. Madhubani, admeasuring 01 Kathha in the name of Sri
Shailesh Kumar Prasad vide registered Sale Deed No0.6216 dated 02.09.2014. Bounded by:-North-Surendra Singh & Nagendra

Singh, South-Navin Singh, East-Samundar Singh & others, West-Bandh.

Borrower: M/s New Glass All that part and parcel of the property consisting
King, New Bypass Road, of Equitable mortgage of commercial land and
Opp- PNB Anisabd, Opp- building Registered in the name of Mr Chandra
Bimal Raje, Enclave-B, Bhushan Yadav S/o Late Ramdhari Singh
Near Hernichak, Anisabad vide sale deed no 27629 dated 14.12.2013,
Patna-800002. in Book no.-1, volume 605, on pages from105
Prop.: Shri Lalu Prasad, to 117 and CD 93/2013, situated at Mohalla-
S/o Mohan Singh, Behind Chitokhara, P.S — Gardanibagh, Dist- Patna,
BSNL Office, BSNL Road, Sab & Sadar Registry office, patna bearing Tauji
Madhusudan Colony, No-5243, Revenue Thana NO-17, Khata No-
Hernichak, Anisabd, 204, Cadestral Survey Plot no-315,(Part), Ward
Patna-800002. Guarantor/ no-8, Zone-3 serial no-114, circle- Patna Sadar,
Mortgagor: Mr Chandra under PMC, Patna. Total area of Plot-0.50 dismil
Bhushan Yadav, Add-S/o (217.76 Sq Ft.). Bounded: North-Part Plot No-
Late Ramdhari Singh, 316, Md Kamal Mustafa, Sarwar Imam, South-
Bairagibagh, PO-Bharthua Part Plot No-316, Md Kamal Mustafa, Sarwar
Thana-Jehanabad, Bihar, Imam, East-Govt Land, West-Main Road.

Pin-804408.
B/o: Anisabad, Patna
Borrower: Sh Ravindra Vacant plot with demarcation pillers having

Kumar Yadav (Mortgagor), poultry farm in part area situated at Rev. Thana

S/lo Sh. Nagdeo Ray, No.-457, Khata No0.-290, Khesra No.-1841,
Village-Maudah  Buzurg, Village-Lakhnipur, Anchal-Patepur, Sub Registry-
Patepur, Dist.-Vaishali, Mahua, Dist.-Vaishali, Area-6 Khatha 8 dhuri,

Bihar-843114,
B/o: Hajipur (BIHAR).

12160 Sq.Ft. in the name of Sh. Ravindra Kumar
Yadav. Bounded by: North-Shiv Deo Ray, South-
Brajkishore Ray, East-Saburi Ray, West-Road.

%33,24,400/- 7,40,182.02/-
%3,32,440/- and interest
210,000/- thereon
?12,48,000/- %15,59,471.96/-

1,24,800/- and interest thereon
310,000/-

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 PM

19.11.2019

21.11.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon

19.11.2019

For Detailed terms and conditions of the sale, Please refer to the link provided in secured creditor’'s website i.e. www.iob.in, https://www.
publishtenders.gov.in, www.bankauctions.in.

Date
Place :

: 05.11.2019
Patna

Authorized Officer
Indian Overseas Bank
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DROP IN NITROGEN OXIDE LEVEL AFTER ODD-EVEN

Farm fires rage but air quality
improves — to ‘very poor’

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

ON TUESDAY, the number of ac-
tive fires in the fields of Punjab
and Haryana hit the season's
high, with official records sug-
gesting over 6,600 such inci-
dents in a single day. This is more
than twice the number of farm
fires on Sunday, when the two
states recorded roughly 2,900
farm fires.

Sunday was also when the
capital’s air quality touched the
season’s high, with the AQI
touching 594. Tuesday saw pol-
lution reduce and the AQI settle
at 324, or ‘very poor’ category.

According to Central pollu-
tion monitoring body SAFAR,
even as the number of active fires
climbed, the share of external
biomass in Delhi's PM2.5 levels,
which was 25% on November 3,
came down to 14% on November
4 and 12% on November 5.

According to experts, this
seemingly paradoxical situation
is the outcome of a “delicate
combination” of a number of
meteorological factors.

“This is why attempts to es-

An aerial view of the Lotus Temple, Tuesday. Neeraj Priyadarshi

tablish direct links between lev-
els of pollution in Delhi and num-
ber of fires in the fields of Punjab
and Haryana, while ignoring
things that can be controlled lo-
cally, can be a futile exercise,” a
senior scientist of the Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences said.
Anumita Roychowdhury, ex-
ecutive director of the Centre for
Science and Environment, said
the contribution of farm fires in
polluting Delhi’s air remains
variable, as it depends on the

speed of long-distance transport
winds in the upper layer of the
atmosphere.

She explained that had the
quality of Delhi’s air been in-
versely proportional to stubble
burning, AQI would have
plunged to the season’s worst
over the last two days. “But that is
not happening,. In fact, last year,
Delhi had experienced a bad air
episode around Christmas when
there is no stubble burning hap-
pening,” she said.

AUnion government scientist
explained that the speed of upper
winds — at around 80 km/hr —
was such that smoke from the
fields blew over the capital, and
ended up in the skies of the
Varanasi region. And the winds
will continue for some time, see
a temporary drop till November
7,and then again pick up.

“The smog episode was are-
sult of extremely adverse mete-
orological conditions after
Diwali. It trapped pollutants
from crackers, vehicular and in-
dustrial emissions, and smoke
from stubble, resulting in the spi-
ralling of the graph. Things may
have improved as pollutants are
not getting trapped, but it can
happen again. That is why con-
trolling sources of pollution is
important,” Roychowdhury said.

Asked about the impact of the
odd-even drive, she said: “There
has been a drop in the level of
NOx, whichisagood indicatorin
terms of assessing vehicular
emissions. But it is too early to
isolate contribution of only odd-
even as other steps such as con-
struction ban, closure of hot
mixer plants, banon DG sets will
also have to be factored in.”

Two demands at India Gate protest:
Clean air, accountability from PM, CMs

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER S

EVENING REVELLERS at India
Gate were undeterred by the
pungent air of Tuesday evening,.
The usual tableau of cotton-
candy, ice-cream carts, family
outings and hand-in-hand lovers
played itself out. At the end of
the approach road, by the mon-
ument itself, punctuating this
scenery were a few hundred
raising the slogan of clean air.

The placards on show ques-
tioned leaders across the politi-
cal spectrum:

“Dear Modi ji, shut down all
the coal-powered energy plants
in Delhi NCR permanently to-
day!”

“Dear Kejriwal ji, why is the
money collected through green
cess, our money, unspent?”

“Dear Khattar sahab, why are
you destroying Aravalli
Biodiversity Park, the only lung
of Gurgaon?”

“Dear Captain sahab, why are
you blind to the stubble burning
choking Delhi?”

Chants of azadi — “Hum kya
chahte? Azadi. Global warming
se azadi, gandi hawa se azadi” —
too floated around from time to

BRIEFLY

562 challans
issued on day
2 of odd-even

New Delhi: On the second
day of implementation of
odd-even in the city, 562
challans were issued
against errant drivers
Tuesday. In a statement,
DMRC said average num-
ber of journeys rose by 8
lakh Monday.

AAP, BJP spar

over parks

New Delhi: AAP leader
Saurabh  Bharadwaj
Tuesday accused the BJP-
led SDMC of sitting on
over Rs 20 crore allotted
for installing play equip-
mentin parks. South MCD
standing committee
chairperson Bhupender
Gupta hit back: “Why not
issue fresh tenders? What
if the new companies bid
atalowerrate?” ENS

Among the protesters were children from NDMC schools

around Gole Market

time.

For many at the site, it was
their first time at a protest. Some
were urban environmental ac-
tivists and social campaigners,
while many were business own-
ers and corporate employees.

Aditya Chhatwani, a whole-
sale garment businessman from
Civil Lines, said he came for the
protest due to the “inaction of
the government” and the “need
forimmediate measures”.

“It'sactually the first timeI've
come out like this. It's because
the situationis so extreme. As in-

dividuals, the best thing we can
do right now is spread aware-
ness,” he said.

He had travelled to the
protest by Metro that evening,
but he and his friend Dipankar
Grover said that they did end up
using their cars regularly be-
cause “you need a car in the
city”.

Unlike them, several protest-
ers admitted to having travelled
to the venue in their private cars.

Shera Banu, a resident of
Gurgaon, held the Union minis-
ter of environment responsible

Goel’s SUV protest not
official party line: Tiwari

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

A DAY after BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Vijay Goel violated odd-even
scheme by driving to ITO in his
odd-numbered SUV, the party’s
state unit chief distanced himself
from the manner of protest.

“It was not the official party
line; it was his way of protesting,”
Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari told
The Indian Express. He said the
partyisagainst odd-evenasitbe-
lieves public transport should
have been first improved before
imposing such a scheme.

Sources in BJP said that the
senior leadership was also di-
vided on the method of protest.

While Goel received support
from the Delhi BJP in-charge and
party’s national vice-president
Shyam Jaju, who was in the SUV
with him during the protest,
some senior leaders, including a
Central minister, were learnt to be
unhappy. Goel, whowas fined Rs
4,000 by traffic officials for violat-
ing the rule, told The Indian
Express: “As a citizen, | protested

Tiwari said BJP was opposed
to odd-even, but said Goel’s
protest was not party line

against the odd-even scheme. My
stand has even been vindicated
by the Supreme Court.”

The SC had Monday ques-
tioned the logic behind the
scheme and asked if people who
owned cars would just switch to
other polluting modes of trans-
port.

Meanwhile, Tiwari said his
party will continue to oppose
odd-even.

“The number of DTCbuses re-
duced toaround 3,500 from over
6,000in2011. AAPleaders blame
stubble burning for pollution but
several agencies have said that lo-
cal factors are majorly responsi-
ble,” he said.

Delhi Assembly
to host Youth
Parliament

New Delhi: The Delhi Assembly
will host a youth parliament, or-
ganised by the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, later
this month, said Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel. From November 6-8,
the assembly will hold a series of
mock assembly sessions for uni-
versity students in the city. ENS

for the crisis. “The entire issue is
very complex with a mix of fac-
tors and it is not for us to be sug-
gesting measures. I cycle to work
every day but that won’t change
the larger picture — it is for them
to make sure everyone takes
these steps,” she said.

She was also aware of the
class composition of the assem-
bled group. “Rich people should
be here because we can be. We
should be speaking out because
others might not be able to,” she
said.

Some protesters also brought
along children from government
schools and safai workers they
work with through NGOs.
Among the clearest voices of the
gathering were from a group of
students studying at NDMC
schools around Gole Market.

“We should stop bursting
crackers. This year, I only lit diyas
and candles and ate sweets,” said
16-year-old Rohan.

“The factories need to be
checked and the number of cars
should be reduced,” said 14-
year-old Neera;.

“We need better than odd-
even. What's it to rich people —
they can just buy one more car
so that they can ply on both
dates,” said 17-year-old Kajal.

Bike plant
sees worker
protest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,NOVEMBER 5

WHEN 37-YEAR-OLD Arjun, a
contract worker at the Manesar
plant of Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India Pvt Ltd, went to his
workplace Tuesday, he was de-
nied entry, with the company's
management telling him he was
among 304 workers who had
been asked to go on a "three-
month break” due to the slow-
downin the industry.

A father of two young chil-
dren, Arjun said this has been a
regular occurrence at the factory
for the last year, and alleged that
workers are sent on three-month
breaks on a rotational basis. “If I
go on leave again for three
months, [ will have to pull my
children out of school,” he said.

Gullinder, another contract
worker from Sonepat, said, "I've
been with this plant for seven
years. We are supposed to have a
monthly salary of Rs 14,200. But
for at least six months a year, we
are without an income.”

Arjun and Gullinder were
among over 200 workers who
staged a demonstration outside
the plant in Manesar Tuesday.

Anotice to this effect had been
put up Monday, directing contract
workers hired through three con-
tractors to go on a break "keeping
in mind the automobile market”.

A spokesperson from HMSI
said: "Based on demand fluctua-
tions and production adjustment,
200 contractual members whose
term had been completed are re-
lieved from work...”
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President OKs Gujarat terror law:
Confession, interception allowed

Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi with RSS leader Ram Lal and others during a meeting in New Delhi, Tuesday. P11

Ayodhya: We need to keep lines
open, RSS, BJP tell Muslim leaders

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

WITH THE country bracing for the
Supreme Court ruling on the dis-
puted Ayodhya site, RSS and BJP
leaders reached out to the Muslim
community Tuesday, urging its
leaders and clerics to remain in
touch with local Sangh leaders to
keep communication channels
open to avoid any “misunder-
standing” or threat to the spirit of
“peace, unity and brotherhood”
among communities.

Atameeting hosted by Union
Minister for Minority Affairs
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, RSS Akhil
Bharatiya Sah Sampark Pramukh
Ram Lal told influential Muslim
clerics, academics and commu-
nity leaders thatitis important to
bridge the “communication gap”
between the Sangh and the com-
munity,and todo that they should
be in touch with the local Sangh
leaders so that there is no misun-
derstanding.

RSS Sah Sarkaryawah Krishna
Gopal said that in 90 years of the
Sangh'’s existence, the top leader-
ship of the organisation never
made any anti-Muslim comment.

Muslim leaders welcomed the
initiative and the calls by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat to accept
the Supreme Court verdict, what-
everitmay be, without bad blood
oneitherside.But theyalso said it
isimperative thataction be taken
against those who violate that call
or act against it.

AConstitution Bench rulingon
the Ayodhya matter is expected
before Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi retires on November 17. It
hastodecide onappealsagainsta
2010verdict of the Allahabad High
Court which ordered three-way
division of the disputed Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid site
between the Nirmohi Akhada
sect, the deity Ramlalla Virajman
and the Uttar Pradesh Sunni
Central Wagf Board.

Naqvi said: “This is a historic
meeting in which Muslim intel-
lectuals, clerics, academics, social
workers and others who have in-
fluence over the community had
a detailed and long interaction
with senior RSS leaders. They
talked about peace, unity and
brotherhood and said that under
no circumstances should these be
allowed to weaken. Everybody
has faith in SC but whatever the
outcome, neither celebration nor
dejection should beat suchascale
that hurts the other community.”

BJP leader Shahnawaz
Hussain said such meetings with
Muslim community leaders
would continue to build their con-
fidence. Both sides admitted to a
communication gap. “Thatiswhy
itisimportant that such meetings
continue,” Naqvi said.

Ram Lal was quoted as having
said: “Is it essential that only
Muslims lead Muslims? [s it es-
sential that only Hindus lead
Hindus? Why can’tit be so thata
Hindu leads Muslims and a
Muslim leads Hindus? You have
come from all over the country,
please be in touch with local RSS
leaders in your respective areas.”

“In the entire history of RSS,
not a single RSS leader has said a
word against the Muslim com-
munity, be it Mohan Bhagwat or
any other RSS chief. They talk of
Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas,” Gopal
was quoted as having said.

Advocate Kamal Farooqui,
who attended the meeting on be-
half of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board, said: “This is
a very good initiative and every-
body was on the same page. No
matter what the outcome of the
SC case, peace and welfare of the
country is paramount.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ADG-rank officer to
camp in Ayodhya,
monitor security
arrangements

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 5

WITH THE Supreme Court verdict
on the Ayodhya matter expected
soon, state government has de-
cided to send an ADG-rank officer
to Ayodhya who will camp there
from Wednesday until further no-
tice. The ADG will supervise the
security arrangements in Ayodhya
and surrounding districts.

Uttar Pradesh Director
General of Police (DGP) Om
Prakash Singh said ADG
(Prosecution) Ashutosh Pandey
had been given the task and
would be staying in Ayodhya till
needed.

“The state government has di-
rected thatan ADG-rank officer to
camp in Ayodhya to monitor all
security arrangements in wake of
the soon expected Supreme Court
verdict. ADG Prosecution
Ashutosh Pandey will be officer
sentand he will campin Ayodhya
till needed,” said the DGP.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 5

SIXTEEN YEARS after the first
version of it was passed by the
Gujarat Assembly, the Gujarat
Control of Terrorism and
Organised Crime Bill (GCTOC)
has finally become law. Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
Pradeepsinh Jadeja announced
that the legislation had received
President Ram Nath Kovind’s as-
sent, adding, “Today the dream
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has been fulfilled.”

Under the most controversial
provision in the Bill, investigat-
ing agencies can intercept “oral,
wire or electronic conversations”
and submit them as evidence in
court. Introduced for the first
time when Modi was Gujarat
chief minister, in 2003, as the
Gujarat Control of Organised
Crime (GUJCOC)Bill, it was thrice
returned by  successive
Presidents earlier.

In March 2015, the Gujarat
Assembly passed the legislation
again, with a few changes, as the
GCTOCBIll, which has now been
cleared by the President. The new
legislation defines ‘terrorist acts’,
as including “an act committed
with the intention to disturb law
and order or public order or
threaten the unity, integrity and
security of the State”, apart from
economic offences.

The GCTOC's provisions for
admitting evidence collected
through interception in courts
are exactly like the Centre’s
UAPA.The MCOCA (Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act),
onwhich the GCTOCis modelled,
also allows collection of such ev-
idence but after various checks.

The rest of the provisions in
the GCTOC and MCOCA, regard-
ing custodial interrogation, bail
toaccused and extended time for

EXPLAINED

What makes
it stringent

UNDER GUJCOC, investigating agencies can submit inter-
cepted communication as well as confessions made before
a police officer as evidence in court. The use of these con-
troversial provisions, which had led to three Presidents
sending back the legislation, would now be watched. The
repealed POTA had a similar provision on confessions.

filing chargesheet (up to 180
days), are the same.

Noting that after
Maharashtra’s MCOCA, Gujarat
had now got the GCTOC, Jadeja
said, “One of the good provisions
of this law is that intercepted
communication will now be con-
sidered legitimate evidence...
Confessions made before a police
officer will also be considered as
evidence.”

Civil rights organisations have
been opposing this provision of
“voluntary confessions” as viola-
tive of fundamental rights of an
accused. POTA, the repealed
Central law, also had a similar
provision.

Tapping of communication
and confessions before police of-
ficials were the two issues on
which Presidents in the past had
raised objections to the Gujarat
Bill.

The GUJCOC Bill was first re-
turned to Gujarat in 2004, by
then President APJ Abdul Kalam,
who objected to provisions re-
lated to interception of commu-
nications. When the state again
passed the Bill in 2008, then
President Pratibha Patil returned
it, over provisions on confessions
made to a police officer.

The Gujarat government re-
vived the Bill in 2015, with
changes that included adding
‘terrorism’ to the name of the

original legislation and specify-
ing that confessions made to an
officer of the rank of
Superintendent of Police (SP) or
above would only be admissible
in court. Then President Pranab
Mukherjee (under the NDA I
government), however, returned
the legislation again, seeking
clarifications on some provisions.

The GCTOC’s definition of
‘terrorist act’ is “an act commit-
ted with the intention to disturb
law and order or public order or
threaten the unity, integrity and
security of the State or to strike
terror in the minds of the people
or any section of the people by
doing an act using bombs, dyna-
mite or any other explosive sub-
stance or inflammable material
or firearms or other lethal
weapons Or poison or noxious
gases or other chemicals or any
other substance (whether bio-
logical or otherwise) hazardous
in nature in such a manner so as
to cause or likely to cause death
or injury to any public func-
tionary or any person or loss due
to damage or destruction of
property or disruption of any
supplies or services essential to
the life of the community or de-
tains any person and threatens to
kill or injure such personin order
to compel the State Government
to do or abstain from doing any
act”.
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The economic offences the
GCTOC covers include ponzy
schemes, multi-level marketing
schemes, and organised betting.
It also includes extortion, land
grabbing, contract killings, cyber
crimes, and human trafficking.

Anyone conspiring or at-
tempting to commit, as well as
advocating and abetting, any of-
fence under it can invite a term
of not less than five years going
up to life. Offences resulting in
deathof a person are punishable
by death or imprisonment for
life.

Apart from allowing authori-
ties up to 180 days to file a
chargesheet (instead of the usual
90), the GCTOC proposes stricter
conditions for bail.

“The law will help put a full
stop to terrorist activity in Gujarat
and help safeguard the 1,600 km
of sea coast... This law will give
more powers to police officials,”
Minister Jadeja, adding special
courts will be created to try cases
under the new law.

The MCOCA had been en-
acted in 1999 to control rising or-
ganised crimes like extortion, ab-
duction, murders by gangs in
Maharashtra, and specifically
mentioned ‘pecuniary benefits’
arising from offences. Among its
most significant provisions was
the admissibility of confession by
anaccused in police custody and
of evidence collected through in-
terception, and 180days’ time for
achargesheet. The Actalsomade
it difficult for an accused to get
bail pending trial.

The Act faced legal scrutiny
when a special court ruled it
could not be applied to terror ac-
tivities as these were not aimed
at pecuniary gains as defined in
the MCOCA. The Supreme Court,
however, upheld the Bombay
High Court’s 2015 order stating
the law could be applied to
terror.
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Dushyant: Haryana to move Bill to
peLmconripNTiAL arant 79%o job quota to state youth

SPEECH T0O BOOK

RSS CHIEF Mohan Bhagwat took it upon himself to address
the misconception about the Sangh Parivar when he ad-
dressed a three-day televised conference in Vigyan Bhawan in
the national capital last year. The text of his speech is now be-
ing used to spread his word further as a book. The Hindi edi-
tion has been out for some time now, and the English version
of his address is in the last stages for publication.

IN DIRE STRAITS

TWO OF the seven Congress candidates who contested Lok
Sabha elections this summer have switched over to the BJP,
one has shifted base to Delhi, while another one is said to be
so cut up with the party high command that he even turned
up at a workers’ meeting of the Trinamool Congress. That, in
short, is the story of the grand old party in election-bound
Jharkhand. Adding to that s the fact that Ajoy Kumar, who led
the party into Lok Sabha polls in Jharkhand, has joined the
Aam Aadmi Party, and the lone AICC secretary from the state
— Arun Oraon — has also jumped ship. While Manoj Yadav
and Sukhdeo Bhagat have joined the BJP, Kirti Azad now heads
the Congress campaign committee in Delhi. Subodh Kant
Sahay, one gets to hear, had recently made an appearance at
a TMC workers’ meet.

LAWYERS WITH LATHIS

THE GHAZIABAD bench of the Railway Claims Tribunal has
been shut down and merged with the principal bench in Delhi
recently. One of the reasons behind the administrative deci-
sion, as per Rail Bhawan officials discussing the ongoing tiff
between lawyers and Delhi Police, was that lawyers purport-
edly entered the premises with lathis and intimidated the tri-
bunal staff. The issue at stake, apparently, was that a large
number of claims cases were being rejected on merit. The po-
lice were called in, as were the Railway Protection Force, to

protect the tribunal staff for a whole week.

CARRYING CONCERN

THE NO-PLASTIC rule has caused some unforeseen problems
for MPs, too. When an MP recently bought at the Tea Board
outlet inside Parliament he was handed four bulky boxes with-
out anything to carry them in. When the MP asked for a bag,
he was told that the file for acquiring paper bags had just been

moved.

SC refuses to pass
order on Cong plea
about BSY audio clip

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
said it will consider the
Congress’s plea to take on record
an audio clip — purportedly of a
speech made by Karnataka Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa —
about the defection of 17 MLAs
in July that led to the fall of the
H D Kumaraswamy-led coalition
government. However, the court
refused to pass an order, saying
thatits judgment was already re-
served in the petitions filed by
the Karnataka MLAs against
their disqualification by the
Speaker.

The bench, led by Justice NV
Ramana and also comprising
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and
Krishna Murari, had heard the
petitions filed by the MLAs.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal
told the bench that the new ma-
terial had emerged after the
judgment was reserved and said
the audio clip showed that then

BJP president Amit Shah was
aware of the legislators being
taken to Mumbai and keptin a
hotel there.

Justice Ramana said all points
had been exhaustively argued
during the hearing.

Justice Khanna pointed out
that the contention about the
hospitality provided to the MLAs
in Mumbai had also been ar-
gued. He pointed out that the
judgment had been reserved
and said “if you want us to take it
onrecord, it will have huge con-
sequences”.

“Yes, that’s true,” replied
Sibal.

“So leave it at that,” said
Justice Khanna.

Senior Advocate Rajeev
Dhavan said the entire case of
the rebel MLAs was based on de-
nial and it was important for the
court to take the new material
onrecord.

However, the bench said,
“You have brought it to our no-
tice, we will consider it. Allow us
to deliver the judgment.”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 5

HARYANA DEPUTY Chief
Minister Dushyant Chautala on
Tuesday announced in the state
Assembly that a Bill will be in-
troduced in the next Vidhan
Sabha session to implement 75
per cent reservation in jobs for
people with Haryana domicile.

The Dushyant Chautala-led
Jannayak Janta Party (JJP), had
promised 75 per cent reserva-
tion for Haryana residents in
government and private jobs.On
Tuesday, however, Dushyant did
not mention whether the reser-
vation would be in government
or private jobs, or both.

“Let us wait for the Bill,” he
told The Indian Express, adding
that if passed in the Vidhan
Sabha, the 75 per cent reserva-
tion will not only solve the prob-
lem of unemployment but also
help state generate more
revenue.

Soon after Dushyant’s an-
nouncement, Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar also in-
formed the House that the Bill
will be introduced in the next
Assembly session. He, however,
apprised the House that there
was already 75 per cent job
reservation in certain categories.

“There is already a provision
of 75 per cent (reservation for)
jobs for Haryana residents if the
CLUs (change of land use) are
sought for industries, entrepre-
neurs and corporates. But unfor-
tunately it was never monitored
and implemented. As of now
there is no mechanism or system
forit. For it, a permanent mech-
anism would be formulated. 75
per cent of the jobs should be
given to the Haryanaresidentsin
the state. If any entrepreneur
gives 95 per cent of the jobs to
the residents of Haryana, we will
give them special benefits. A pol-
icy will be framed for the same,”
Khattar said.

JJP secretary general KC
Bangar said that the reservation
would be for recruitment in gov-
ernment as well as private jobs.

“As of now, there is no reser-
vation for Haryana youths in pri-
vate or government jobs,” said
Bangar, a former chairman of
Haryana  Public  Service
Commission, who was a key
member of JJP’s manifesto
committee.

About the contours of the Bill,
a senior state government offi-
cial told The Indian Express,
“There are various aspects that
need to be examined. Whether
it will be blanket reservation in
all private sectors, or it is going
to be inindustries, or certain spe-
cific business establishments or
institutes, or government jobs
too.... There are a lot of dimen-
sions of this idea that need to be
thoroughly examined before it
even takes the shape of a Bill.”

Meanwhile, toimplementall
their poll promises, the BJP and
the JJP have decided to form a
committee to finalise aCommon
Minimum Programme. “The
Common Minimum
Programme will be finalised
within 15 days,” Khattar said in
the Assembly.

Senior BJP leader Anil Vij told
The Indian Express that a five-
member committee headed by
him has been formed Tuesday
which would discuss all these
issues.

Haryana, which has a popu-
lation of over 40 lakh in the 20-
29 years age bracket, has wit-
nessed a steep rise in
unemployment over last five
years. A report by the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy for
May-August 2019 pegged un-
employment in the state at 28.7
per cent, the highest in the coun-
try. A few years ago, it had been
only 8 per cent. It is estimated
that there are 2.02 million un-
employed young people in the
state and over half of them are
matriculates and above.
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Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya with Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar,
Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala and Speaker Gian Chand Gupta. jasbir Malhi

ANDHRA PRADESH

AFTER COMING to power in
May, Chief Minister Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy
announced a new industrial
policy, making it mandatory
for any new industry, joint
venture or company being
set up in the state to give 75
per cent jobs to local
residents. The government
has passedalawin
Assembly to this effect. The
state defines alocal as
anyone from the village
where the industrial unit is
being set up, or a person
from the district or the state.
The policy puts the onus on
the company concerned to
train 75 per cent local
workforce if they are not
skilled to handle the work
required.

MAHARASHTRA

IN 2008, the then Congress-
NCP government issued a
government resolution (GR)
for job quotas for local
residents. The GR
mentioned thatall
industries that get
concessions and incentives
from the state should
employ at least 50 per cent
local residents in
supervisory roles, and 80
per cent in non-supervisory
roles. It definesalocalasa
person who has lived in
Maharashtra for more than
15 years. Before last month'’s
Assembly elections, the BJP-
led government announced
in February that it would
make it mandatory, in
agreement, for all upcoming
industries to provide 80 per
cent jobs to local residents.

GUJARAT

INDUSTRIES SEEKING
subsidies in taxes,
electricity, water, land, etc,
from state government have
to provide a minimum 85
per cent jobs to locals, with
reservation of 60 per cent in
managerial and supervisory
posts for them, according to
a Gujarat government
resolution (GR) dated March
1995. The GR defines local
residents as people “staying
in Gujarat for a minimum of
15 years”. Current state laws
do not have provisions to
punish industries that do
not abide by the
recruitment norms.
Although CM Vijay Rupani
has promised a law to make
hiring of locals mandatory,
the government is yet bring
inany such Act.

Jharkhand: JMM-Cong talks hit JVM(P) to contest
hurdle, dispute over four seats

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

SEAT-SHARING TALKS between
the JMM and Congress for the
Assembly elections in Jharkhand
have run into rough weather. The
disputeis said to be over four seats.

The Congress’s bid to rope in
Babulal Marandi’s JVM(P) to
stitch together a grand
Opposition alliance has also not
met with success, complicating
its efforts to upstage the BJP gov-
ernment in the state.

JMM chief Hemant Soren
was in Delhi on Monday, but left
without meeting any of the sen-
ior Congress leaders. Sources
said he had conveyed his stand
to AICC secretary in-charge of
Jharkhand Umang Singhar, a
minister in the Kamal Nath gov-
ernment in Madhya Pradesh.
According to sources, the
Congress is demanding 32 seats
but is willing to scale it down to
29. But the JMM is offering the
Congress 25 seats.

Contesting in 25 seats as sug-
gested by the J]MM would mean
that the Congress would have to
leave four seats, all of them turfs
of local Congress leaders. The
seats for which both parties have
staked claim are said to be
Bishrampur, Sisai, Ghatsila and
Gandey. The Congress had not
just lost but come third after the
JMM in these seats in 2014.

Bishrampur district is vet-
eran Chandra Sekhar Dubey’s

‘Sense of perfection in his hard
work’: Adityanath praises Shah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 5

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday re-
counted Union Home Minister
Amit Shah'’s stress on hard work
when he had gone to meet him
following the BJP’s defeat in the
2018 Lok Sabha bypolls in the
state.

“I discussed the mahagath-
bandhan with him and he said
let the SP, BSP and other parties
be a part of the grand alliance, all
would be wiped outand evenin
adverse situation, the BJP will
register a huge victory in Uttar
Pradesh,” Adityanath said, dur-
ing a discussion on the book Amit

Yogi Adityanath at the book
release in Lucknow. P11

Shah aur BJP ki Yatra.

He said hard work had no al-
ternative and it was the mantra
of victory. “He used to sleep at
2 am and went on campaigning
at 6 am. There is a sense of per-
fection in his hard work and its
result is in front of us today,”
Adityanath said.

He added that Shah was in-
fluenced by the dedication of Adi
Shankaracharya, the policies of
Chanakya, the nationalism of V
D Savarkar and the commitment
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi towards the country.

He also claimed that other
parties did politics at the cost of
the country, but the BJP was the
only party for which the country
was bigger than the party.

EXPLAINED

Dispute to hit
Oppnimage,
Marandi may
divide votes

THE LESS than expected
performance of the ruling
BJPinHaryanaand
Maharashtra elections last
month had warmed the
hearts of the Opposition
camp inJharkhand.
Although both the
Congress and JMM claim
that differences over seat-
sharing will be resolved,
the dispute is poor politi-
cal optics as it comes less
than four weeks before
the firstvote is cast.
Babulal Marandi’s deci-
sion to go solo could also
hit the Opposition as he
could end up dividing the
anti-BJPvotes.

turf. Dubey’s son Ajay Kumar
was the Congress candidate
from Bishrampur in 2014.
Former state minister Geetashri
Oraon had contested from Sisai

in2014. She had represented the
seat in 2009 but lost in 2014.
Ghatsila is former Jharkhand
Congress chief Pradeep Kumar
Balmuchu'’s turf. His daughter
Cinderella was the Congress can-
didate last time. Senior Congress
leader Sarfaraz Ahmad was the
party’s candidate in Gandey.
Both of them had lost. All the
seats are with the BJP now.

The JMM, sources said, is
claiming these four seats, argu-
ing that it had finished ahead of
the Congress in all these seats.
Although the JMM had finished
eighth in Bishrampur, the inde-
pendent candidate — Anju Singh
— who had finished second
joined the J]MM earlier this year.
Singh and her husband
Abhimanyu Singh merged their
Jharkhand Navnirman Morcha
with the ]MM in January.

Sources in the Congress
hoped that the two parties
would be able to find a middle
path. “Soren could agree to give
the Congress 27 seats. It is up to
the Congress to take a decision,”
a senior leader said. In the event
of the Congress being given 27
seats, the JMM would contest 45
seats leaving nine seats for the
RJD and Left parties.

While the Congress was keen
to rope in Marandi, he was not
agreeable to the 8-10 seat pro-
posal of the Congress. Jharkhand
Congress chief Rameshwar
Oraon met with Marandi on
Monday, but sources said
Marandi had rebuffed his offer.

all 81 seats alone

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 5

WHILE THE Opposition parties
in Jharkhand are yet to announce
their seat-sharing arrangement,
the JVM(P) has declared that it
will contest all 81 seats alone.

JVM(P) was part of the
Opposition alliance in the Lok
Sabha elections. It contested two
seats but lost both.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Marandi said his experience in
forming analliance had “notbeen
good”. He said that in 2009 and
2014 elections, alliance talks
dragged on till the last moment.
“After the Lok Sabha elections, we
tried to form an alliance early so
that we could start work accord-
ingly. However, none of the par-
ties was serious about forging an
alliance, and we realised it would
be a problem for us. We did not
want to repeat the past. So we
started strengthening our base
since August,” he said.

Sources in other Opposition
parties said that JVM(P) may go
it alone to cut votes of the
Opposition. But Marandi denied
this, saying, “Who is anyone in
the Opposition to decide this, the
people will decide.”

When asked whether his de-
cision would dent the anti-BJP
front, he said: “One cannot as-
sume the BJP will win. What did
the government do? Why would
farmers, labourers, adivasis vote
for BJP?... We are an alternative,

SAYS TOUR IN LINE WITH INDIA’S ACT EAST POLICY

Meghalaya CM begins road tour through Bangladesh

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 5

A DELEGATION led by
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma on Tuesday
started a four-day tour of
Bangladesh by road, covering
over 800km, in an effort to con-
nect with people and leaders
and build mutually beneficial
networks, officials said.

In a press statement,
Commissioner and Secretary of
the Chief Minister’s Secretariat
said that the visit was from
November 5 to 8. The delegation,
which includes ministers, senior
officials and entrepreneurs,

Conrad Sangma at the border at DawKki. Courtesy: Meghalaya CMO

would visit Sylhet and Dhaka,
among other parts of
Bangladesh, after crossing the

border at Dawki.
“Meghalaya shares 443 km of
border with Bangladesh. Over

Babulal Marandi

DECISION

2019

JHARKHAND

and people will vote for us.”

Inthe 2014 Assembly election,
JVM(P) contested 73 seats alone
and won eight, with vote share of
around 10 per cent. According to
Election Commissiondata, [VIVI(P)
secured votes ranging from 8,700
t0 26,000 in eight ST constituen-
cies where they did not win —
much more than the margin of
votes of the winning candidates.

In 2015, six of the eight
JVM(P)MLAs joined the BJP, stat-
ing that the legislative party had
merged. The Assembly tribunal
upheld the merger, and the mat-
ter is in the High Court.

When asked about guarding
against further defections,
Marandi said: “We will get a ma-
jority, so there is no question of
defection. There will be no need
for any post-poll alliance.”

the years, there has been a fruit-
ful exchange of goods, ideas and
culture. Today, the border trade
alone is valued at over Rs 630
crore. The state government of
Meghalaya hopes to build a last-
ing, mutually beneficial relation-
ship that spans over multiple
sectors with Bangladesh,” the
statement said.

Speaking to the press,
Sangma said that his first such
trip is to Bangladesh, then to
Bhutan and then to Myanmar,
and from there to Thailand —all
in line with India’s Act East pol-
icy. “It's not possible to act being
in Shillong, you need to get down
to the field and meeting people,”
Sangma said.

Baghel keeps up
pressure on BJP
over paddy
procurement

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER 5

CHHATTISGARH CHIEF Minister
Bhupesh Baghel kept up the
pressure on the Centre and the
BJP over the procurement of
paddy at an all-party meeting on
Tuesday, even as the saffron
party boycotted the meet, saying
they were not duly informed.

Baghel held the meeting in
Raipur for members of Parliament
and farmer groups from the state.
At the meet, the Congress de-
manded that the Centre relax its
norms for the acquisition of paddy
intoa central pool for those states
that give farmers a paddy bonus.
The Baghel government hasbeen
buying paddy from farmersat the
rate of Rs 2,500 per quintal —
higher than the MSP of Rs 1,815
per quintal —arguing that the step
is putting money into the hands
of the farmers and is helping the
economy.

Baghel said that the saffron
party must make clear whether
it is against giving farmers Rs
2,500 per quintal. He also said
that the Centre had waived off its
rules of paddy procurement for
the previous BJP state govern-
ment when it offered farmers a
paddy bonus.

However, the BJP insisted
that it was not invited to the
meet. BJP state chief Vikram
Usendi said, “The Congress is do-
ing drama on this, and our lead-
ers were not notified in time.
Further, they are trying to lay
blame on the Centre for theirin-
correct policies.”

In response, Baghel accused
them of lying, and said that his
government had proof that sen-
ior BJPleaders and MPs were in-
vited, with some excusing them-
selves due to  prior
commitments.

The Congress, meanwhile,
has planned a rally in Delhi on
November 15 to protest against
the Centre’s decision to not give
Chhattisgarh relaxation on
paddy procurement.

UP plans special
Assembly
session to
celebrate India’s
Constitution Day

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER S

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment is planning a special ses-
sion of the Legislative Assembly
on November 26 to mark
Constitution Day, apart from a
series of events across five
months — from November 26 to
April 14, 2020, observed as
Ambedkar Jayanti.

This is a bid to raise aware-
ness among the masses on
Preamble of Indian Constitution
and also on Article 51 (A),
Fundamental Duties of Every
Citizen. Instructions in this re-
gard have been given by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to all the depart-
ments and officials concerned.

Sources said an all-party
meeting was likely to be con-
vened on November 8, where
the suggestion about holding the
special Assembly session would
be discussed.

Thelast time the state govern-
mentrecommended a special ses-
sion was to mark Gandhi Jayanti.
The session went on for 48 hours
but opposition parties boycotted
the session with each planning
their own events on October 2, al-
leging that the state government
was not serious about following
Gandhi’sideology.

The press statement said
that the Meghalaya govern-
ment intends to strength its
trade and tourism ties with
Bangladesh.

“As the gateway to South East
Asia, Bangladesh offers us hith-
erto unexplored avenues of eco-
nomic exchange ranging from
tourism to power,” it said.

“As a rapidly growing mar-
ket, Bangladesh has been a des-
tination for our exports, includ-
ing coal, limestone and boulder
stone. The government intends
to further improve the border
trade through the two-existing
border haats at Kalaichar and
Balat, and to set up new border
haats,” it said.
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additional berths to Sena at Centre

BJP says doors open for
talks, Sena reiterates
stance on CM post

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 5

BJP NATIONAL president Amit
Shah has ruled out a proposal to
offer additional berths at the
Centre to warring ally Shiv Sena
in Maharashtra.

While Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis had
discussed the proposal with the
party central leadership to break
the deadlock between the two
sides, sources said that Shah has
turned down t proposal for now.

As the BJP’s tally went down
in the October 21 state Assembly
elections compared to its 2014
performance, Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray had raised a pitch for
“equal sharing” of power, remind-
ing the BJP of the 50:50 formula
“agreed upon” between himself,
Shah and Fadnavis ahead of the
2019 Lok Sabha polls.

The proposal for additional
berths at the Centre to soften the
Sena’s stance regarding the chief
minister’s post had first come up
during backchannel talks be-
tween the chief minister and
Uddhav. Besides equal division of
ministerial portfolios and state-
run corporations in Maharashtra,

Home Minister Amit Shah

Sena had also pressed for two ad-
ditional ministerial berths (one
Cabinet and one MoS) in the
Union government and sought
governorship roles for party vet-
erans in two states.

While Fadnavis had flown to
Delhi on Monday to discuss the
proposal with Shah, sources said
the latter had ruled out addi-
tional berths in the Centre as
well as governorship roles in two
states for Sena leaders.
According to a source, Shah told
Fadnavis that negotiations on
power-sharing would be limited
to posts and portfolios in
Maharashtra alone.

Sources said Shah’s decision
has been conveyed to the Sena
leadership. Late on Tuesday,
Fadanvis met RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat in Nagpur.

IISF BEGINS IN KOLKATA

Scientists have responsibility towards
future, long-term solutions needed: PM

ANJALIMARAR
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER S

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
Tuesday said the Indian scientific
community hasa greater respon-
sibility towards future generations
and they should undertake exper-
iments to offer long-term solu-
tions to problems faced by society.

Speaking through video con-
ference at the inauguration of the
fiftth edition of the India
International Science Festival
(IISF) in Kolkata, PM Modi said,
“The theme of this festival is
‘RISEN’, which stands for
‘Research, Innovation,and Science
Empowering the Nation’. Thereis
no country in the world that has
made progress without science
and technology. India has pro-
duced many great scientists, our
history makes us proud and our
present is also largely influenced
by science.”

“We must strive to create aro-
bust and strong ecosystem for do-
ing scientificresearchin the coun-
try... it must not only be effective
but also inspiring for multiple
generations to come. The respon-
sibility upon the scientific com-
munity will be greater as they will
have to keep alive humanity,” the
Prime Minister said.

Calling modern lifestyle “su-
perfast”, Modi urged Indian sci-
entists to plan and take up re-
search whose results will offer
long-term solutions to problems

BJP leader, aide
booked in
Chinmayanand
extortion case

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 5

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, PUNE, NOVEMBER 5

TWELVE DAYS after results of
state polls were announced, BJP
on Tuesday finally offered to hold
open discussions with ally Shiv
Sena over power sharing, but at
the same time made it clear that
there would no compromise on
post of chief minister. The Sena hit
back saying there would be no
talksif BJP refuses to part with the
CM'’s post.

After a meeting senior BJP
leaders at Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis’s residence
Varsha in Mumbai, state party
president Chandrakant Patil said,
“Voters in Maharashtra have
given the mandate to BJP and
Shiv Sena and therefore, we will
form the government. Sena has
not given any proposal for form-
ing the government from its

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates the 5th India
International Science Festival via video conferencing, in New

Delhi, on Tuesday. P11

plaguing society. While one can
expect noodles to be cooked
within two minutes and pizzas
delivered home within 30, sci-
entific discovery cannot be ex-
pected from scientists at the
same speed, Modi said.

Citing the example of
Chandrayaan-2, whose lander
Vikram failed to make a soft land-
ing on the Moon’s surface in
August, the Prime Minister said,
“The mission must be considered
successful as it could kindle cu-
riosity among young minds who,
soon after, were engaged in vari-
ous discussions about the Moon
like never before.”

Saying that more efforts were
needed in the scientific sphere,
PM Modi said that mankind has

THE SPECIAL Investigation Team (SIT),
which is investigating the sexual ha-
rassment charge against former BJP
minister Chinmayanand, on Tuesday
booked BJP’s Shahjahanpur district
vice-president Dharmendra Pratap
Singh Rathore and his associate in a
case of extortion in which the woman

complainant is an

accused.

Dharmendra’s elder brother, JPS
Rathore is BJP’s state vice-president
and chairman of UP Pollution Control
Board with the minister of state rank.
After Chinmayanand was booked
for sexual harassment, he had filed a
complaint with the police, alleging Rs 5
crore extortion attempt to defame him
by circulating objectionable video clips
featuring him. The SIT had arrested the
woman complainant and three men —
Sanjay Singh, Vikram alias Durgesh and
Sachin alias Sonu Sengar — in connec-
tion with the extortion case. All the four
and Chinmayanand are currently

lodged in Shahjahanpur jail.

According to SIT, Dharmendra (45)
his 28-year-old associate, Ajeet Singh,
had got the video clips from the
woman complainant who was a stu-
dent of law in a college run by
Chinmayanand. Ajeet, SIT said, is a dis-

tant relative of Sanjay Singh.

Both Dharmendra Rathore and
Ajeet have been booked under relevant

[PC Sections.

expanded the scope of necessities
and more inventions were thus
the need of the hour.

During his address, the Prime
Minister also called upon every-
one to consider it a responsibility
to create a scientific temper
among new generations and
raise awareness about the ben-
efits of science.

Itwas only the “fear of the un-
known” thatinspired scientists to
experiment, the Prime Minister
said. “So even if one faces failures
while pursuing research, it must
be considered as valuable efforts
and experiments must be contin-
ued,” Modi said.

“The ecosystem for science
and technology must be very
strong. It is our attempt to intro-

side...they will give us a proposal
as early as possible. For holding
discussion the proposal, BJP’s
doors are open 24 hours.”

Making it clear that there will
be no compromise, Patil said the
government will be formed only
under Fadnavis’s leadership.

BJP leader Girish Mahajan,
whowasalso present at the meet-
ing said, “We are trying to hold
talks with the Sena but Matoshree
is not responding. For the last 12-
13 days, Sena has refused to talk
with us. We have been making ef-
forts to hold discussions since a
day after Diwali. However, they
haven’t turned up,” he said.

“Sena leader Sanjay Raut has
demanded that our promise (of
equal power sharing) should be
given in writing... Why should it
be given in writing or orally? We
are not Hindustan and Pakistan...
We should discuss and sort out
theissue,” he added.

1,998 STUDENTS
ATTEND LECTURE AT
|ISF, CREATE RECORD

Kolkata: In a first, a class of
1,598 students attended a
lecture on astrophysics in
Kolkata on Tuesday to set a
new record in the Guinness
Book of World Records. The
attempt, successfully com-
pleted at Science City, was
partof the fifth edition of the
India International Science
Festival (IISF). ENS

duce students to Atal Tinkering
Labs from Class 6. More than
5,000 Atal Tinkering Labs have
been formed... over 200 Atal
Incubation Centres have been cre-
ated. Our students should solve
the nation’s challenges in their
own way, and thus, we have pro-
vided them the opportunities to
participate in several hackathons,”
the Prime Minister said.

Talking about the Global
Innovation Index, Modi said, “In
the last three years, we have
jumped from81stto52nd rankon
the Global Innovation Index
through these initiatives. Today,
India is the world’s third-best
start-up ecosystem.
Unprecedented work is being
done for higher educationand in-
novation. WITH ENS INPUTS
FROMKOLKATA
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Shah turns down proposal tooffer Chirag Paswan takes over baton

from father, named LJP president

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

CHIRAG PASWAN, a second-
term Member of Parliament
from Jamui Lok Sabha con-
stituency in Bihar was elected as
president of Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP) on Tuesday, succeeding his
father Ram Vilas Paswan, who
held the position ever since the
party’s formation on October 28,
2000, after breaking away from
the Janata Dal (United).

Making a formal announce-
ment about Chirag’s elevation at
apress conference in the national
capital, Paswan, 73, Union minis-
terand an eight-time MP, said the
LJP national executive has unani-
mously elected Chirag Paswan as
new president of the party.

He said, “Party MP Pashupati
Kumar Paras proposed his name
and the national executive ap-
proved it.Under the leadership of

Dehradun rly
station to be shut
for three months

from Nov 10

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 5

TRAVELLERS ARE likely to be in-
convenienced in a major part of
Uttarakhand as train services to
and from Dehradun railway sta-
tion will be halted from
November 10, for three months
for remodelling of the station.
According to railway officials,
afew trains will be cancelled and
others will originate and termi-
nate from different railway sta-
tions, including Haridwar,
Saharanpur, Najibabad and
Aligarh during the three months.
This will cause inconvenience to
people, who will have to ply via
road from Dehradun to the near-
est operational railway station.
Dehradun railway station su-
perintendent S D Dobhal told The
Indian Express that remodelling
will be done toimprove train serv-
icesin future. He said that the sta-
tion at present has four platforms
and only one of them—platform
number-3— has the required area
to station 18-coach trains like
Shatabdi. “Only 13-coach trains
are stationed at the other three
platforms. Area of these three
platforms would be extended and
a new platform would be devel-
oped to accommodate bigger
trains of 18-coaches,” Dobhal said.
As Dehradun station will be
shut from November 10, two
Delhi-bound trains — Shatabdi
and Nanda Devi — will originate
and terminate at Harrawala, the
next station from Dehradun, for
45 days. After that, both trains will
operate from Haridwar till yard re-
modelling work is completed.
Passengers will have to travel
by road to Haridwar and other sta-
tions to board trains. This will ei-
ther increase transport expenses
with private taxi and bus opera-
tors or will increase load on gov-
ernment buses.

Chirag Paswan being
felicitated as LJP president,
in New Delhi, Tuesday. P11

Chirag, the party will achieve new
height and the organisation will
be strengthened.”

Chirag, 37, was LJP’s central
Parliamentary board chairman
and has been a key decision-
makerin the partyinrecent years

“In my new responsibility I
will work for the expansion of the
party; strengthening of the organ-

isation and raise issues of the
youth,” Chirag, whowasalso pres-
ent at the media conference, said.

About Paswan senior, Chirag
said, “He will now provide guid-
ance to the party.”

A graduate in Computer
Science, Chirag had acted in a
Hindi film - ‘Miley Naa Miley
Hum’ - in 2011. It did not do well
commercially.

He became an MP for the first
time in 16th Lok Sabha by win-
ning Jamui (reserved for
Scheduled Castes) seatin Biharin
2014. He repeated the victory in
this summer’s General Election.

The LJP, a constituent of the
ruling National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), at present has six
MPs and two MLAs in Bihar
Assembly. The party is seen as
having a strong base among Dalits
in the state.

Chirag’s elevation comes at a
time when the party is bracing for
Bihar Assembly elections, due

next year. Last month, the LJP ap-
pointed other youth leaders to key
posts, including newly elected Lok
Sabha MP from Samastipur Prince
Raj as the party’s Bihar unit presi-
dent, and Nawada MP Chandan
Singh, 34, as the state president of
JPs’ youth wing.

Prince, Chirag’s nephew, de-
feated Congress candidate Ashok
Kumar by more than 1.02 lakh
votes to win the by-election from
Samastipur, held last month. The
seat fell vacant after the death of
Ram ChandraPaswan,Ram Vilas’s
brother and Prince’s father.

Asked about the Assembly
elections inJharkhand, next-door
toBihar, Chiarag said, “The LJP has
demanded six Assembly seats in
the state. This has been conveyed
in writing to BJP national presi-
dent Amit Shah, BJP working pres-
ident] PNadda and the Jharkhand
Chief Minister (BJP’s Raghubar
Das). Discussions have been pos-
itive so far.”
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BJP leader booked for
molesting party worker

Muzaffarnagar: A local BJP
leader was booked for al-
legedly sexually harassing a
fellow party activist and
threatening her in
Muzaffarnagar district, police
said on Tuesday. The incident
occurred on Monday, follow-
ing which a case was regis-
tered against BJP mandal vice
president, Ashish Jain, a po-

lice officer said. The woman,
an activist of the party's
Mahila Morcha, alleged in
her complaint that Jain en-
tered her house, sexually ha-
rassed her and threatened
her when she opposed. Jain
was booked under relevant
IPC sections including 354
(criminal assault with intent
to outrage modesty). PTI

Manipur CM N Biren Singh at the site of IED blast at
Thangal market in Imphal. Six people were injured,
including five policemen and a civilian. P11

EAST
Two Maoists killed in

encounter at Dantewada

Raipur: Two Maoists were
killed in an encounter with
security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada
district on Tuesday, police
said. The skirmish took place
in a forest near Munga village
around 11.30 am, when a
team of the District Reserve
Guard (DRG) was outon a
counter-insurgency opera-
tion, a senior police official

said. When the patrolling
team was advancing through
the forest of Munga, a gun-
battle broke out between the
two sides, he said. After the
exchange of fire stopped,
bodies of two Maoists were
recovered from the spot, the
official said. Some firearms
and explosives were also re-
covered, he added.

PTI

WEST
Goa villageimposes

‘Swachhta tax’ on selfies

Panaji: A road lined with co-
conut trees in Parra village,
made famous by the
Bollywood film Dear Zindagi,
will now see the village pan-
chayatimposing a ‘Swachhta
tax’ on all film and photo-
shoots, including selfies. The
move has irked tourists who
have been protesting against
the charge. Already facing a
low tourist footfall, the Travel

and Tourism Association of
Goa has slammed the move,
fearing other villages will
copy the trend, making it un-
desirable for tourists to visit
Goa’slocations. “Village pan-
chayat officials made a tourist
pay Rs 500 for taking a single
photograph along the scenic
road... This is something seri-
ously wrong,” Parra villager
Paul Fernandessaid.  ENS

SOUTH
HC notice to filmmakerson

plea against Jaya biopic

Chennai: The Madras High
Court on Tuesday issued a
notice to director Gowtham
Vasudev Menon and others
on a plea opposing their pro-
posed bilingual biopic on the
late Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter | Jayalalithaa. Justice
K. Kalyanasundaram sought
the response of Menon and
filmmakers Vishnu Vardhan
Induriand AL Vijay whenan

application arising out of a
suit filed by Jayalalithaa's
niece Deepa Jayakumar
came up for hearing. After
he was informed that the
three have already filed a
caveat, the judge ordered
that they be served the case
papers by Deepa and posted
the matter to November 12
for further hearing.

PTI

HOUSE ARREST

J&K HC dismisses plea, says
prove arrest in proper forum

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

IN THE first order related to the
detention of a political leader in
the Valley post-August 5, when
the special status was scrapped,
the Jammu & Kashmir High
Courtdismissed the plea moved
by Awami National Conference
(ANC) leader Muzaffar Ahmad
Shah directing him to “prove
(his) arrest by evidence” before
a“proper forum” and in “appro-
priate proceeding.”

Shah, son of former J&K Chief
Minister Ghulam Mohammed
Shah, had on September 11,
along with his family, moved the
High Court alleging that they had
been “illegally and unlawfully
detained and kept under house
arrest” at their own residential
house in Srinagar since August 5.

They had also claimed thatthe
“detention” had violated, “with
impunity,” their fundamental
rights guaranteed under the

Constitution. The other petition-
ers include Ghulam Shah'’s wife
Begum Khalida Shah and Mustaffa
Kamal, son of Sheikh Abdullah.

OnTuesday, the single bench
of Justice Ali Mohammad
Magrey dismissed the plea “as
being not maintainable and un-
necessary.” And said it was “leav-
ing the petitioner free to take ap-
propriate remedy available to
him under the law before appro-
priate forum.”

The order comes after areply
filed by police on October 23 that
the political family were neither
under house arrest nor had their
liberty been curbed.

The HC, had on the same day,
asked the petitioners to respond
to the police reply. In doing so,
the court said, “Rais-ud-Din
Ganai, the learned Government
Advocate, submits that in view
of the stand taken by the respon-
dents in the aforesaid commu-
nications, it is clear that the peti-
tioners have neither been put
under any house arrest nor has

their liberty been curbed/ jeop-
ardized....Having heard the
learned Government Advocate,
coupled with a perusal of the
communications of the Senior
Superintendent of Police and
Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Srinagar, this
Courtis satisfied that the instant
petition is unnecessary and, as
such, liable to be dismissed.”

Replying to the court on the
police claims, Shah on Tuesday
said he was “legally entitled to
prove his case and needs to be
granted permission to produce
evidence”.

Records show that Shah sub-
mitted “paper cuttings” to prove
his claim that the family was un-
der house arrest. He further
claimed that on October 24, the
family was stopped by the police
and this was witnessed by two
sitting Members of Parliament
Justice (Retd) Hasnain Masoodi
and Mohammed Akbar Lone.

Justice Magrey, however, re-
jected Shah’s plea to produce ev-

Sikh devotees leave for Pakistan via the Attari-Wagah border to celebrate the 550th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur, on Tuesday. P11

4 days after Imran said no
passports needed, no changes

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

FOUR DAYS after Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan tweeted
that passports will not be re-
quired for Sikhs on pilgrimage to
Kartarpur, Islamabad has not
made any amendments in the
pact — leaving pilgrims in a
quandary, government sources
have said.

The first batch of pilgrims is
scheduled to go for the pilgrim-
age using the Kartarpur corridor
on November 9.

Government sources said
there is “absolute confusion” cre-
ated by Khan’s tweet that no
passports will be required for the
pilgrimage. “This requirement is,
however, mentioned in the MoU
signed. There has been no offer
from Pakistan to amend the
MoU in the light of Khan's tweet.
Pilgrims are therefore unclear on
the documents they need to
carry,” a source said.

The Indian side is also yet to
receive any response toits list of
Sikh leaders who will travel to
Kartarpur as part of the first
batch of pilgrims.

“A list of prominent Sikh
leaders and other dignitaries
who are part of the inaugural
jatha to undertake the pilgrim-
age on November 9 has been
sent to the Pakistani side.
However, we are yet to receive a
confirmation from Pakistan on
thelist,” the government source
said.

Sources said that several
prominent dignitaries — includ-
ing former PM Manmohan
Singh — are travelling as part of
the inaugural jatha. However,
the Indian side has said that
Pakistan has not allowed any ad-
vance team from India to visit
Kartarpur Sahib to confirm the
arrangements made. Sources
also said that Pakistan has uni-
laterally decided on the pro-
gramme and timing of the inau-
gural jatha without taking into

account India’s inputs. “Critical
information such as medical fa-
cilities available and security
arrangements for the pilgrims
have also not been shared with
us,” the source said in Delhi.

India has remained strongly
committed to expeditiously re-
alise the Kartarpur corridor on
time, keeping in mind the senti-
ments of the pilgrims, a source
said, “Infrastructure work on our
side has been completed on
time. We even agreed to go
ahead with the MoU despite
Pakistan’s insistence on levying a
$20 service fee on the pilgrims.”

However, Pakistan refuses to
extend full cooperation which s
against the spirit of the pilgrim-
age, government sources said.

On November 1, the Pakistan
PM had said that Sikh pilgrims
from India would only need a
valid ID and not a passport to
travel to Kartarpur and are not
required to register 10 days in
advance to visit the Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib.

Left in a dilemma: As govt looks for Maoists
among cadres, Kerala CPM offers them help

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 5

THE ARREST of two young party
workers on charges of Maoist
links has landed the ruling
CPI(M)in a political fix at a time
the Home department has been
on the lookout for Maoists in
north Kerala, identified as af-
fected by Left-wing extremism.
The Home department, a
portfolio held by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, has maintained
its determination to tackle the
Maoist menace since the state be-
came eligible for special financial
aid for Maoist-affected districts.
Meanwhile, the CPI(M)is ex-
tending support to party cadres
who have been arrested with

HC halts cremation of 2 Maoists

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala High Court on
Tuesday prevented the po-
lice from cremating the bod-
ies of two Maoists who were
killed in an encounter in
Attappadi forests last week.
The court ordered that the
bodies of Manivasakam and
Karthi be keptin a mortuary

suspected Maoist links.
Denouncing police action, the
CPI(M) has already arranged le-
gal assistance for the accused.
The police recently arrested
Alan Shuhaib (20) and Thaha
Fazil (24), students of law and
media, respectively, stating that

until further orders. On
Monday, the district and ses-
sions court in Palakkad had
allowed the last rites of the
slain Maoists. But their fam-
ilies appealed in the HC,
which observed that the
lower court had failed to
take notice of the post-
mortem reports. ENS

they were Maoists operating un-
der the garb of CPI(M). As per the
FIR, both confessed to being
Maoists, attracting relevant sec-
tions of anti-terror law UAPA.
Politically, it will be tough for
the CPI(M)-led LDF government
to adopt a wait-and-watch ap-

proach over the arrests under
UAPA, as Muslim outfits have al-
ready offered support to the ar-
rested duo.

And further police crack-
down among party cadres is
likely to mean more trouble for
the CPI(M).

K'S Hariharan, central com-
mittee member of Revolutionary
Marxist Party of India, said a
small section of CPI(M) cadres
have been attracted to Maoism.
“Young Communists with arebel
mind would find it difficult to
come to terms with the present
party and its regime. Nowadays,
the LDF government is no differ-
ent from any other government
in terms of policy or approach to
issues. A section of cadres is dis-
satisfied over the lack of Left
identity in the government, and

such elements are likely to be at-
tracted to Maoism. But they are
unlikely to move into jungles to
wage a guerrilla warfare given
the state’s prevalent middle class
culture,” he said.

CPI(M) politburo member M
A Baby said there could be stray
incidents of party workers get-
ting attracted to Maoism.

“The SFland DYFI (the CPM’s
student and youth outfits, re-
spectively) still enjoy consider-
able sway among Kerala’s
youths. But there could be cir-
cumstances in which cadres
have deviated from the party
line,” Baby said.

“The party will look into it if
allegations of Maoist links are
true,” he said. “At present, Maoist
links of the arrested persons is
only the police version...”
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idence and witnesses in the case.

The judge said that that un-
der Article 226 of the
Constitution, the “writ court is
neither to hold an enquiry into
allegation made in a petition, nor
take oral evidence.”

“In writ proceedings, a factis
to be supported and proved by
authentic documentary evi-
dence. Press cutting cannot be
relied upon as authentic docu-
mentary evidence,” Justice
Magrey said.

Justice Magrey further ob-
served that the court “cannot
hold enquiry into disputed facts”.

“In the instance case, the re-
spondents (police) have clearly
disputed the statement made in
the writ petition about the house
arrest of the alleged detainees.
The petitioner asserts that he can
prove the arrest by evidence.
This court will not debar him
from doing so but that can be
done only before the proper fo-
rum and in appropriate proceed-
ings,” Justice Magrey said.

Pak Kartarpur
song video
has poster of
Bhindranwale

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 5

THE VIDEO of the official Punjabi
song welcoming Sikh pilgrims to
Pakistan for the Kartarpur
Corridor, released by Pakistan’s
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting on Monday, shows
posters of Khalistani separatist
leaders Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale, Maj Gen Shabeg
Singh and Amrik Singh Khalsain
the background in one part.

All three were killed when
the Indian Army stormed
Golden Temple in June 1984 in
Operation Blue Star to free it
from terrorists holed inside.

An image of Akal Takht, the
supreme Sikh temporal body lo-
cated in the Golden Temple com-
plex, also features in the poster.

The song shows clips of Sikh
pilgrims visiting several gurd-
waras across Pakistan, and the
poster is visible in the clip featur-
ing Gurdwara Janam Asthan,
Nankana Sahib, the birthplace of
Guru Nanak.

The development comes in
the wake of repeated fears ex-
pressed by Punjab Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh and
Indianintelligence agencies that
Pakistan could use the Kartarpur
corridor, scheduled to be opened
on November 9, and Guru
Nanak’s 550th birth anniversary
celebrations, to revive militancy
in Punjab, and to promote
‘Referendum 2020’ movement,
started by an organisation called
Sikhs for Justice, with tacit sup-
port from ISL

Former Punjab minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu and Union minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, who visited
Pakistan during the groundbreak-
ing ceremony in November 2018,
alsofeaturein the video.Thelyrics
emphasise affinity of Sikhs and
Muslims. It says, blessed are those
who recite the ‘Kalima’ or greet
with ‘Sat Sri Akal'.
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Submit fresh report
on ‘illegal detention

of minors’, SC tells
J&K HC panel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
sought a fresh report from the
Juvenile Justice Committee of
the Jammu and Kashmir High
Court on a petition alleging ille-
gal detention of minors in the re-
gion in the wake of amendments
to Article 370.

“We also feel that some more
facts have to be examined. Let
them examine and submit a re-
port,” Justice NV Ramana, head-
ing a three-judge bench also
comprising Justices R Subhash
Reddy and B R Gavai, observed
while hearing a petition filed by
child rights activists Enakshi
Ganguly and Santha Sinha.

The bench said it hoped the
four-member committee would
carry out the exercise “expedi-
tiously”. The court will hear the
matter next on December 3.

Appearing for the petitioners,
Senior Advocate H Ahmadi con-
tended that the apex court had
on September 20 asked the com-
mittee “to undertake an exercise
with regard to the facts stated in
the writ petition”, but the com-
mittee’s report showed that such
an exercise “was not under-
taken” at all.

The bench said the commit-
tee may not have had enough
time to examine some points
elaborately asit had tofile its re-
port within a week. It took strong
objection to the petitioners say-
ing that the committee had ab-
dicated its responsibility.

The court said its September
20 order reached the committee
on September 23 and all the alle-
gations in the petition were de-
nied by the J&RK DGP who filed a
report on September 25.

“We don’t know the situa-
tion. The judges have to rely on

the executive for information,”
said Justice Ramana.

Ahmadi said the report only
reflected information provided by
the police which was bound tode-
fend itself as respondent. He said
many of the detentions as men-
tioned in the report were preven-
tive and asked “how can there be
preventive detention of children”.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said he had no objection
to the committee re-examining
the matter but the petition was
instituted on the basis of a “false-
hood” and the court should not
keep it pending. He said the pe-
titioners had initially told a
bench led by the CJI that they
had not moved the J&K High
Courtasit was difficult to access
due to the shutdown. However,
the report of the High Court’s
Chief Justice stated that the court
was fully functional and the as-
sertion of the petitioners was
false, Mehta argued. “Your lord-
ships accepting the petition
prima facie would mean accept-
ing the contention that the HCis
not functioning,” he said.

“Let the report come. We will
decide what to do after that,”
replied Justice Ramana.

Ahmadi said the Supreme
Court has entertained many pe-
titions related to human rights
in the pastand wondered why it
could not hear this one which
was more serious.

Justice Ramana pointed out
that the committee was not a
fact finding one but only to ex-
amine if the allegations of rights
violations are true.

The committee in its earlier
report said that 144 juveniles
aged between 9 and 17 have
been arrested, mostly in preven-
tive detentions, since August 5.
Of these, 142 had been released
and only two were in juvenile
homes, the report said.

‘Security reasons’: Goa
Raj Bhavan closed to
visitors for 6 months

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 5

TWO DAYS after former J&K
Governor Satya Pal Malik was
sworn in as the Goa Governor,
the Raj Bhavan here is now out of
bounds to the public for six
months.

A decision to this effect was
announced on Goa Tourism de-
partment’s website which cited
“security reasons” behind the
move, saying it will be reviewed
after six months.

Till Sunday, the Raj Bhavan,
also called Palacio-de-Cabo in
Portuguese, was open to tourists
on select days of the week, with
even the chapel inside available
for prayers.

Senior government officials
confirmed that Malik’s J&K stint
was the reason behind the deci-
sion. “It goes without saying that
the incumbent of the RajBhavan
has a far higher threat percep-
tion than the predecessor. In fact
madam’s (Mridula Sinha’s) se-
curity was not even classified. Mr
Malik has Z-plus security as-

Former J&K
Governor
Malik was
swornin2
daysago

signed which continues,” an
official said.

Security was increased out-
side the gates Tuesday and local
residents were asked not to loi-
ter around, according to an eye-
witness.

“The decision is completely
of the Raj Bhavan officials. It’s
their call finally. They felt it was
appropriate,” said security offi-
cials. “Further, they do not want
any crowd around or outside the
premises as no chances can be
taken. Anyone can walk in as a
tourist with any motives,” an of-
ficial said on condition of
anonymity.

Malik, who was sworn in as
Goa Governor on November 3,
had earlier told reporters that he
had come from a “problematic
place” and hoped it would be a
“peaceful posting” in Goa.

Bhim Army chief reaches out
to Mayawati to take on BJP

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER S

BHIM ARMY chief
Chandrashekhar Azad has once
again extended the hand of
friendship to BSP supremo
Mayawati, asking her to come
together to fight against the BJP.

Recently out of jail following
his incarceration in connection
with the agitations over the
demolition of Ravidas Temple in
Delhi, Chandrashekhar has writ-
ten an open letter to Mayawati,
asking her to join him in a dis-
cussion over how to strengthen
the Bahujan movement so that
a “befitting reply” can be given
to the incumbent government
forits alleged anti-Dalit policies.

“I believe the key to the
problems of contemporary

‘Your
experience
isof
importance
tous’

India is only with the Bahujan
society. If there is a problem, we
have to look within. It is my re-
quest that we must keep aside
all our differences and sit to-
gether for deliberations.
Because only discussions and
deliberations can only open a
new way... Given that you are a
member of the core team of the
Honourable Kanshiram, your
experience is of importance to
us. We hope that you will par-
ticipate in this discussion,”
Chandrashekhar’s letter says.
Chandrashekhar has had an

uncomfortable relationship with
Mayawati. While he has often
called her his “bua (aunt)” and
has even expressed his desire to
see her as the prime minister,
Mayawati has accused him of
being a stooge of the BJP who is
misleading Dalits.

In his letter, Chandrashekhar
has acknowledged the rising in-
fluence of the BJP across India
and emphasised on the need to
arrest the slide of Bahujan poli-
tics. “Even in the bastion of
Bahujan politics, Uttar Pradesh,
BJP has returned. It’s a difficult
phase... Under the BJP, atrocities
have been committed against
the Bahujan community and
their rights have been snatched,”
the letter says.

He has said that in such a
time, the country is looking at
Bahujan politics with hope.
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AVANEESH MISHRA
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 5

FORMER MANAGING director of
UP Power Corporation Limited
(UPPCL) A P Mishra was arrested
Tuesday in connection with the
investment of over Rs 2,600 crore
of the state power employees’
provident fund in the scam-hit
DHFL. This was the third arrest in
the case, which has taken a polit-
ical colour with the Opposition
demanding the resignation of
Power Minister Shrikant Sharma,
while the ruling BJP blaming the
previous SP government for the
“dubious” investment.

The Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the UP Police, which is
investigating the case till the CBI
takes over the probe, had arrested
two persons — the then secretary
Praveen Kumar Gupta of the UP
State Power Employees Trustand
UPPCL's Provident Fund Trust,and
UPPCL’s erstwhile Director
(Finance) Sudhanshu Dwivedi —
on Saturday.

The latest arrest comes hours
after the BJP government in the

AP Mishra

state removed Power Secretary
and Managing Director of UPPCL,
Aparna U, and replaced her with
M Devraj, who has returned from
central deputation.

Meanwhile, an official govern-
ment spokesman said that Mishra
was close to the former chief min-
ister and Samajwadi Party presi-
dent, Akhilesh Yadav, and is
known as “arab pati Mishra”.
“Mishrawas sacked from his post
on March 24, 2017, after Yogi
Adityanath came to power.
Apprehending his termination,
Mishra took away many impor-
tant files. He was the first engineer
to be promoted as the MD of the
UPPCL and was given extension

Alleging plagiarism by
makers of ‘Bala’, two
directors move courts

ENS & PTI
JAIPUR, MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 5

ACOURT nJaipur hasissuedano-
tice to the makers of the
Ayushmann Khurrana-starrer
Bala after a filmmaker sought a
stay on the upcoming movie al-
leging that several scenes have
been copied from a short film he
made in 2010.

G D Bansal, representing
Naman Goyal who made The
Beginning To Get Bald, said several
scenes have been copied inviola-
tion of the copyright law. “The civil
suit seeks damages and perma-
nent stay,” Bansal said.

The Jaipur metropolitan addi-
tional district judge Saturday is-
sued notice to Maddock Films Pvt
Ltd, asking the makers or a
pleader from their side to be pres-
ent in court on Wednesday.

Goyal said he decided tomove
court after seeing the trailer and
several scenes of Bala. “I had di-
rected The Beginning To Get Bald in
2010 when I was a student of the
New York Film Academy and it
was released on Facebook. The
movie had also won the award for
best short film at the Mini Box
Office international film festival
2010,” Goyal said.

The civil suit comes even as
another filmmaker Kamal Kant
Chandra approached the Bombay
High Court and then the Supreme
Court alleging that the makers of
Balahave plagiarised his concept.

The Supreme Court Monday
directed the Bombay High Court
to arrive at a resolution by
November 8.

Chandra said he hopes to get
astay on Balabefore its November
8 release.

Chandra said he met
Ayushmann during the shooting

‘2 Singapore firms show
interest in salvaging ship
grounded off Goa coast’

Panaji: Goa government on
Tuesday announced that two
Singapore-based companies have
expressed interest in salvaging
and emptying the grounded
Naptha tanker Nu Shi Nalini.

“We have got quotations
from three (entities),and two of
them have already surveyed the
ship. The two companies are
from Singapore,” Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant told re-
porters.ENS

Balais due for release on
November 8

of Bareilly Ki Barfi and in
September 2017 sent him the
concept via WhatsApp. “I got a
message from Ayushmann
within an hour. He said he liked
the concept and wanted a narra-
tion. As a struggling assistant di-
rector, | was very happy toreceive
positive feedback fromastar.I de-
cided to meet him with the script
butIgotamessage from his man-
ager that he was busy so I left the
script with them but there was no
response,” Chandra told PTL

He alleged that Ayushmann
stopped responding to his mes-
sages and his manager told him
that he was not interested in do-
ing a movie on baldness. “I was
surprised to hear the announce-
ment that he was going to do a
movie on the theme. I immedi-
ately sent them a legal notice,”
Chandra said.

Makers of Bala and
Ayushmann could not be reached
for comment. Ayushmann had
earlier dismissed Chandra’s
claims. “I got the same idea from
six different people.I'll just gowith
the person who is more credible.
There was a film called ‘Hair is
Falling’ in 2011 and there were a
lot of films which were made on
receding hairline but they were
not successful,” he had told re-
porters earlier.

Notice for Engaging Services of Copy Writer
cum Copy Editor on contract basis for the office
of Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority,
Gurugram through Outsourcing Agency

The Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority,
Gurugram invites applications from the prospective can-
didates for the following post on contract basis

Name of the post Eligibility
Copy Editor- cum- Qualifications
Copy Writer M.A in English
OR
B.A(Hons) in English (1st Division)
Essential:
10th ,10+2, Bachelors’ Degree

(throughout English medium).
The candidate must be fluent in
Speaking and Writing English

Desirous persons may apply along with their biodata and
copies of academic qualifications and experience by
11.11.2019 in the office of the authority at New PWD (B
& R) Rest House, Civil Lines, Gurugram. The notice may
also be seen on the website of HARERA, Gurugram
www.haryanarera.gov.in for information of the prospec-

tive candidates.

04.11.2019

Secretary
For: HARERA, Gurugram

thrice by Akhilesh after his retire-
ment,” the spokesperson said, al-
leging that Mishra had sought the
Samajwadi Party ticket to contest
the Lok Sabha polls and was in-
volved in various scams during
the previous regime.

Speaking at a press conference
here, Akhilesh said, “If anyone is
guilty, then it is the (BJP) govern-
ment. If anyone is guilty, itis Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh. Yogi
Adityanath should resign before
he inaugurates the Medanta hos-
pital built by the SP government.”

“It has come to light from
newspaper reports that the Chief
Minister has ordered a probe into
PWD’s workings of the last two
years. And then suddenly, news
comes that the CM has taken stock
of things and there will be a probe
of the power department’s func-
tioning in the last two years. And
the money was given to DHFL. You
stay awake the whole night and
order a CBI probe because you
know the Opposition will ask
questions. Because you want to
hide the truth...” Akhilesh said, re-
ferring to the CM ordering the CBI
probe into the case late on

Saturday night.

“APMishrawas arrested after
his name was included in the FIR
that was registered at Hazratgan;
Police Station on Saturday. He will
be presented in court on
Wednesday. In case EOW gets the
custody of the other two arrested
accused — Gupta and Dwivedi —
on time, all the three will be
brought face to face for question-
ing on Wednesday,” said Director
General (EOW) Rajendra Pal
Singh, adding that an application
seeking the custody of the other
two has been filed in the court.

All the three, including Mishra,
have been booked under IPC
Sections 420 (cheating),467 (for-
gery),409(criminal breach of trust
by a public servant)and 471 (using
aforged document as genuine).

Mishra was arrested after a
team of the EOW searched the of-
fice of UP Power Employee’s Trust
for around 5-6 hours.

“Prima facie evidence suggests
Mishra’s involvement in the
whole case. In the coming days,
we will question more people,
mainly other members of the
Trust and more names could be

EXPRESS NETWORK 11
EPF ‘scam’: Former MD of UPPCL held

addedintheFIR,” Director General
(EOW)said.

“So far we know that on April
21, 2014, board of UP Power
Employee’s Trust decided that
non-bank high-interest options
canbe considered forinvestment
and Director (Finance) was ap-
pointed to make a decision on it.
On March 15, 2017, a quotation
was taken from DHFL, and the
next day quotation from other
banks and organisations were ad-
mitted. On same day (March 16),
Mishra submitted his resignation.
OnMarch 17,asum of Rs 18 crore
was given to DHFL as part of the
first installment,” Singh added.

“Five days later (March 22), at
a time when the investment was
made, a meeting was held to dis-
cuss investment options. Board
members have their signature on
it. The next day, on March 23,
Mishra’s resignation was ac-
cepted. Now the question is why
the meeting was held after thein-
vestment was already made and
how come Mishra was involved
in these decisions when he had al-
ready submitted his resignation,”
the DG added.

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
Govt. of NCT of Delhi
G.L.N.S. Complex, Delhi Gate, New Delhi-110002

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 read with the Delhi Rights Persons with Disabilities
Rules, 2018, thirteen new types of Disabilities have been added to the exist-
ing nine types of disabilities already notified under the Financial Assistance
Scheme for Persons with Special Needs. These new types of disabilities in
the abovementioned scheme have been incorporated on e-district portal
www.edistrict.delhigovt.nic.in., enabling new applicants to fill Disability

pension application.

List of Disabilities, for which eligible applicants can apply for Financial

Assistance through e-district portal is given below:

1. Blindness
Low Vision
Leprosy Cured

Deaf (previously known as Hearing impaired)

Locomotor Disability

. Autism Spectrum Disorder (previously known as Autism)
Intellectual Disability (previously known as Mental Retardation)

2
3
4
5.
6. Cerebral Palsy
7
8
9

. Mental illness
10. Dwarfism

11. Muscular Dystrophy
12. Acid Attack Victims

13. Speech and language Disabilities

14. Hard of Hearing

15. Specific learning Disabilities

16. Multiple Sclerosis

17. Parkinson’s Disease

18. Chronic Neurological Condition

19. Haemophilia
20. Thalassemia

21. Sickle Cell Disease
22. Multiple Disabilities

DIP/Shabdarth/0944/19-20

Director

(Department of Social Welfare)

Head Office: 2, Netaji Subhash Road, Kolkata-700001

Branch Office: Sonwan, Patna

POSSESSION NOTICE FOR (IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Whereas:

The undersined being the authorised officer of the Allahabad Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under
section 13(12) read with Rules 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice
u/s 13(2) on the date noted against the Account as mentioned hereinafter, calling upon the borrower to repay
the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules.

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Allahabad Bank for an amount and interest

thereon.

The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of
time available, to redeem the secured asset.

SI. Name Name of the Description of the charged/mortgaged Date of Amount

No. ofthe Borrower/ property (all the part & parcel of the property Demand outstanding

Account Guarantor consisting of) Notice as on the
& (Owner Date of date of
Branch of the Possession  demand
property) Notice notice

1. Mr. Mr. Virendra All that piece and parcel of the land and building 09.05.2019 3
Virendra Prasad along with present and future construction thereon: 345 192019 12,37,504/-
Prasad In the name of Mr. Virendra Prasad S/o Late Amirak (Rs. Twelve
Branch: Singh alias Roy, Area admeasuring 13 Dhur and lac thirty
Sonwan, 6 Dhurki, Sale deed No. 5599 dated 05.12.2007, seven
Patna Bearing Book No.1, Volume No.98, Page No0.476- thousand five

484, Khata no. 80, Khesra Survey No.54(P), Thana hundred four
No.29, Tauzi-Bihar, Malsalami, Sub Registry- Patna only)
City, District-Patna, Bihar, Bounded as per deed:

On the North by- Siyaram Singh, On the South by-

Lekhadhari, Part Varnit Plot, On the East by-Chinta

Devi, On the West by- Mr. Raghunandan Singh.

2. M/s DK Dharam All that piece and parcel of the land and building 30.07.2019 3
Industries Prakash along with present and future construction thereon: 33 19.2019 15,80,198/-
Branch: Singh S/o In the name of Dharam Prakash Singh, Area (Rs. Fifteen
Sonwan, Nawab Lal admeasuring 2.5 Katha, Registered Vide Deed lac eighty
Patna Singh No. 8053 dated 08.10.2015, Mauza-Mahuli, P.O- thousand

Kothia, P.S-Didarganj, Khata no. 09, Plot No.121, one hundred
Thana No.26, Tauzi No-Bihar Government, District- ninety eight
Patna, Bounded as per deed: On the North by- only)
Satya Prakash Yadav, On the South by-Sant Lal

Yadav, On the East by-Niz, On the West by- Road.

3. Shri Shri Kumar All that piece and parcel of the land and building 01.08.2019 3
Kumar Rajeev admeasuring 01 Katha 01 dhur, situated at Mauza- 33 19 2019 40,26,636/-
Rajeev Ranjan and Mahammadpur, Baratpur, Pargana-Ajimabad, (Rs. Forty lac
Ranjan Shri Ranjit  Thana-Didarganj, Dist-Patna  Sub  registry twenty six
and Shri  Singh office-Patna City and District Registration Office thousand six
Ranjit Bankipore, Patnha, Thana No.35, Tauzi No.17, hundred thirty
Singh Khata No.146, Khesra No.689(P), vide sale deed six only)
Branch: No0.2914 dated 27.06.2007 in the name of Kumar
Sonwan, Rajeev Ranjan and Ranijit Singh, Bounded as per
Patna deed: On the North by-Shiv Nath Singh, On the

South by-Suresh Prasad, On the East by-Raksha
Bandh, On the West by- Ramsewak Singh and Ors.

Date : 30.10.2019
Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
(Allahabad Bank)
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Ex-commanding
officer of

TSD opts for
premature
retirement

)

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 5

COLONEL HUNNY Bakshi, for-
mer Commanding Officer of
Technical Support Division
(TSD), a Military Intelligence unit
setupin2010 when General VK
Singh was the Chief of Army
Staff, retired from service on
Tuesday after opting for prema-
ture retirement.

Colonel Bakshi had earlier
been sought to be tried by the
Army through a General Court
Martial on charges of mishan-
dling classified information
among other charges. However,
when his trial convened in
Ambala after a prolonged pre-
trial investigation process, all
charges against him were
dropped when the court ac-
cepted his plea in bar.

The functioning of TSD had
come under a cloud after allega-
tions of impropriety,and it was dis-
banded after the retirement of
General Singh.

Colonel Bakshi had protested
in the court martial saying that
he was not provided documents
to establish his defence and lead
evidence. He had also said that
he was not being given adequate
opportunity to cross-examine
witnesses. “Principles of natural
justice, as envisioned in Army
Rule 180, were not complied
with during the COIl,” his coun-
sel had contended.

The trial had been convened
on two charges under Section
69 of the Army Act read with
Section 5 of the Official Secrets
Act and Section 63 of the Army
Act. It was alleged that Colonel
Bakshi, while being in control of
sensitive information that could
affect security of the state, failed
to take reasonable care to safe-
guard it, resulting in its disclo-
sure by an NCO of the unit,
Havildar Sham Das, to unautho-
rised persons.
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Detention centre lacking, Bengaluru police

launch drive against illegal Banglaimmigrants

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 5

POLICE IN Bengaluru have
launched a drive to arrest and
detain alleged illegal
Bangladeshi residents at the in-
stance of the new BJP govern-
ment in Karnataka. This despite
the lack of a functioning deten-
tion centre to house alleged ille-
gal immigrants.

The question of lack of facilities
todetainsuchalleged immigrants
until deportation came up in the
Karnataka High Court on Tuesday,
with a single-judge bench direct-
ing the state home ministry to
place onrecord the arrangements.
Justice KN Phaneendra’s direction
came in the course of a bail plea
filed by two alleged illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh whowere
arrested in rural Bengaluru in
August 2018.

The alleged large-scale pres-
ence of illegal Bangladeshis in
Bengaluru has become a politi-
calissue and source of confusion

since the BJP came to power in
July, with Home Minister
Basavaraj Bommai saying that a
National Register of Citizens will
be introduced and Police
Commissioner Bhaskar Rao
warning against sheltering sus-
pected immigrants.

Prodded by the state govern-
ment, police on October 25 de-
tained 60 alleged illegal
Bangaleshi residents from two
pockets in east and south-east
Bengaluru, where the majority
of Bangladeshi immigrants live,
often working as ragpickers for
the corporation and domestic
help at private homes.

Among those detained are 24
women and 16 children. The po-
lice have filed two cases under
Foreigners Act 1946 and Section
370 of the IPC for trafficking.

Sources said the police began
the crackdown under pressure
from the state government to
demonstrate implementation of
the political policy of the BJP to
weed out illegal Bangladeshis.

“Alarge number of people has

Police tasked
with deportation

THE ENTIRE responsibil-
ity of ensuring the de-
portation of alleged ille-
gal Bangladeshi
immigrants arrested in
Bengaluru over the last
couple of weeks has
been given to Bengaluru
Police, officials from the
Foreigners Regional
Registration Office of the
MHA said. The MHA will
issue ‘leave India’ notices
to them when all proce-
dures are completed.

come from other countries, espe-
cially Bangladesh, and settled in
Bengaluru and other cities of

Karnataka,” Bommai said in state-
ments espousing an NRC on the
lines of the Assam NRC. “We are
collecting information and will
discuss with the Union minister
theroad ahead,” Bommai said last
month.

The BJP in Karnataka has of-
ten alleged the presence of illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh on
alarge scale.In the HC this week,
state authorities however indi-
cated that official records show
the presence of only 373 (with-
out the recent 60 detentions)il-
legal residents from Bangladesh,
with 127 released on bail.

“Weraised the issue on several
occasions, even in the state legis-
lature, Lakhs of Bangladeshis have
come into the state. We said this
when Parameshwara (Congress
leader) was home minister. They
never took it seriously,” former BJP
(M Jagadish Shettar said.

The police have claimed that
the crackdown is part of a bid to
prevent crime. “To curb crime, the
city crime branch has launched
efforts to find illegal immigrants

Man who set Telangana revenue
officer on fire not a farmer: police

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD,NOVEMBER 5

A DAY after a man set a
Telangana mandal revenue offi-
cer (MRO) on fire after she re-
fused to entertain his pleas, po-
lice on Tuesday said the attacker
was not a farmer, but an auto-
rickshaw driver who was trying
torecover the land his father had
sold off a decade ago.

On Monday, Kura Suresh met
Abdullapurmet MRO P Vijaya
Reddy to get the land registered
in his name. After she refused,
Suresh allegedly poured petrol
on the officer and burnt her to

death. Reddy’s driver, S
Gururatnam, tried to save her
but he too succumbed to his in-
juries Tuesday morning,.
Suresh, who suffered 60 per
cent burns when he poured
petrol on Reddy, is also critical.
Rachakonda Police
Commissioner Mahesh
Bhagwat told The Indian Express
that Gururatnam was severely
burnt when he tried to save the
officer. “He is from Suryapet
and we are making arrange-

ments to send the body to his na-
tive place. The accused Suresh is
also critical and we have not
been able to question him...” he
said.

Officials said Suresh’s name
does not figure in any of the land
records that were found in the

Relatives of P Vijaya Reddy
(left) at her residence, in
Hyderabad on Tuesday. The
officer’s driver also
succumbed to his injuries
Tuesday morning. P11

MRO’s office.

A police officer said, “Suresh
was not a farmer as he had been
claiming in front of officials at
the MRO office. He was an auto-
rickshaw driver and a resident of
Gowreli village. His father had
sold off four of the seven acres he

owned in

neighbouring

NOTICE INVITING
e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil Division
No. XI, I&FC Department, Govt. of NCT
of Delhi, Sector-15, Rohini, New Delhi-
110085 invites on behalf of the
President of India, online Percentage
Rate tender from approved and eligible
contractor registered with Irrigation &
Flood Control Department for the
following works and the Tender forms
and other details can be obtained from
the website https://govtprocurement.
delhi.gov.in

1. NIT No: EE/CD-XI/NIT-22/2019-20/
Name of work:- Development of park
on land of Left Bank of Supplementary
Drain near RD 33500m (U/S & D/S of
Khedi Baba Bridge), RD 33600m & RD
34100m. Estimated Cost: Rs.
1,55,85,058/- Earnest Money: Rs.
3,11,701/- Period of completion: 5
Years, Last date & time of submission of
tender: upto 03:00 p.m on 08.11.2019.

NOTICE INVITING AGENCIES FOR PROVIDING COMPLETE
SOLUTIONS REGARDING PLACEMENT OF HAFED
CONSUMER PRODUCTS ON E-COMMERCE PORTALS

The Haryana State Cooperative Supply & Marketing
Federation Ltd., popularly known as HAFED invites an
Expression of Interest from reputed agencies to be engaged for
providing end-to-end solution w.r.t. placement of Hafed
Consumer Products on popular E-Commerce.

Expression of Interest (EOI) containing scope of work, eligibil-
ity criteria, preparation of proposals and procedure of selection can
be downloaded from Hafed website i.e. http://hafed.gov.in/.

Interested agencies should submit their proposals along
with presentation for participation in the bid on 20th November,
2019 at 11.30 A.M. in the Conference room of Hafed Corporate
Office, Sector-5, Panchkula. For any clarification / details, con-
tact 0172 — 2590520-26 (Ext.-204) or email at hafedmarket-
ing1 @gmail.com. Hafed reserves the right to reject any or all the
bids without assigning any reason.

MANAGING DIRECTOR,
HAFED CORPORATE OFFICE,
SECTOR-5 PANCHKULA - 134019.

(Tender 1.D.- 2019_IFC_18309_1)
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Bacharam about 10 years ago.
The remaining three acres of
land is in the possession of his
brother. However, Suresh thinks
he is the rightful owner of the
land that has been sold... He was
pressuring the MRO to re-regis-
ter the land in his name, which
she refused.”

Police said the MRO had last
week told him not to pester her
with his demands. “She told him
to approach the court if he
thought theland belonged to him,
even though his father had sold it
off,” an official of the
Abdullapurmet MRO office said.
The official said that when she en-
tered the MRO's office on Monday,
which is the grievance redressal
day, she saw Suresh arguing with
Reddy. “Inever thought he would
come prepared to kill her in such
a ghastly manner,” she said.

Bhaskar Bargila, a contract
worker at the MRO office, said
Reddy had returned from a court
hearing and asked her peon to
start sending people to meet her.
“After a few minutes, this man
(Suresh) entered and there was
some shouting, and within a few
seconds I saw someone in flames
running out of the MRO office and
fallat the door... We tried to douse
the flames using ablanket but she
(Reddy)collapsed and died on the
spot. Sureshalsoran out of the of-
fice covered in flames,” he said.

Meanwhile, Reddy’s funeral
procession on Tuesday saw a
large gathering.

and deport them. A special drive
was carried out on October 25,
where 60 people were detained.
Procedures have beeninitiated to
deport them. All the detainees are
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants,”
police said in a statement.
Bengaluru Police
Commissioner Bhaskar Rao also
issued a warning to the public
against harbouring illegal immi-
grants, triggering apprehension
in areas with Bengali workers.
“There are Bangladeshis stay-
ingin the country illegally without
documents. They can be involved
in anti-national activities. We will
initiate criminal conspiracy cases
against those who harbour such
people,” Raosaid, while someres-
idents’ associations in east
Bengaluru sought police help in
verifying credentials of workers.
With a proposed detention
centre — for foreigners awaiting
deportation, and those accused
of crime waiting to be sent back
to their country of origin — not
yet operational in Bengaluru, all
the detainees have been housed

in the Bengaluru prison (the
men) and state homes (for
women and children).

A proposed detention centre
intended as a “foreigners move-
ment restriction centre” ahead
of deportation procedures is not
operational in Bengaluru on ac-
count of confusion among agen-
cies in the state and Centre on se-
curity, costs and maintenance at
a 40-bed social welfare depart-
ment hostel which has been
converted into a detention cen-
tre, Karnataka officials said.

“The foreigners restriction cen-
treisnot meant todetainillegalim-
migrants who have nodocuments
to determine their country of ori-
gin.Itis basically for people whose
nationalities are established and
are awaiting deportation,” asenior
government official said.

“If there are court directions,
then the restriction centre can be
used as adetention centre forille-
gal immigrants as well, but there
is the question of how long peo-
ple can be detained if their home
country refuses to accept them.”

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar after inaugurating Khadi mall in
Patna, Tuesday. The mall is said to be the first in the country

that deals in khadi products. P11

‘CAN TEACH PAK A LESSON FROM INDIA’

No Abhinandan will have
to go to Pak to fight: Nadda

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 5

BJP WORKING president ] P
Nadda on Tuesday said India, be-
cause of its enhanced defence
capabilities, can now teach
Pakistan a lesson right from
home, adding that “no
Abhinandan” needs to go to the
neighbouring country to fight.

Speaking on the occasion of
the death anniversary of BJP pa-
triarch Kailashpati Mishra, Nadda
said, “We have 26 Rafale jets and
28 Apache helicopters. We are
now providing bulletproof jack-
ets to other countries. Now, there
is no need for an Abhinandan to
go to Pakistan to fight. Ab hum
Bharat se hi Pakistan ke chhakke
chhuda denge (We can now teach
Pakistan a lesson right from
India).”

Nadda, who was on his first
visit to Bihar after becoming na-
tional working president, said,
“BJP is not only a big party but
also the party that can take
tough decisions... The Opposition
should not be under any illusion
for BJP has become an ‘incoming
party’ because of its expansion
and vast outreach.”

Recalling Mishra’s contribu-
tions, Nadda said he had
“worked towards linking every
section of society with BJP and
always stood for reservation”.

Reiterating the party’s tie-up
with the JD(U), Nadda said the
NDA would return to power in
Bihar with a majority in the
Assembly elections. Nadda paid
a courtesy visit to Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, and as-
sured him of full support from
the Centre for all-round devel-
opment of the state.

Body of woman
found in sack
in UP village

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, NOVEMBER 5

AN UNIDENTIFIED body of a
woman was found inasackina
Bulandshahr village on Tuesday.

The woman bore no visible
injury marks and had fresh
henna on her hands and feet, po-
lice said. A case was filed under
Section 302 (murder) against
unidentified accused at Galauti
police station.

“We received information
from residents in Isapur that a
body was found in a jungle on
the outskirts of the village. It was
dumped in a white sack. The
woman appears to have beenin
her early 20s. No identification
was found alongside her. We are
questioning villagers to ascertain
heridentity and looking for pos-
sible eye-witnesses,” said a po-
lice official.

According to police, the body
was allegedly dumped early
Tuesday to avoid any witness.
They have prima facie ruled out
sexual violence because her
clothes were intact and she did
not bear signs of struggle. The
woman also did not have
wounds suggesting an attack,
police said. While the post-
mortem report is awaited, the
police suspect the woman was
murdered hours before the body
was found. Initial leads suggest
that she did not belong to the
area, police said.

Andhra revokes
order to rename
Kalam award

Hyderabad: After severe back-
lash, the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment revoked the order to
change the name of Dr AP] Abdul
Kalam Pratibha Puraskar to YSR
Vidya Puraskar, on Tuesday.
“After the matter came to his no-
tice, Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy ordered officials
torevoke the order to change Dr
AP] Abdul Kalam Pratibha
Puraskar to YSR Vidya Puraskar.
The CM warned that the awards
should continue in the name of
the former president,” a state-
ment from the CM’s office said.

On Monday, the YSRC gov-
ernmentin APissued an order to
rename Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Pratibha Puraskar Awards as YSR
Vidya Puraskar. A government
order to this effect was issued on
November 4 by the School
Education Department. “The
Government of Andhra Pradesh
in its endeavour to promote
quality and excellence in educa-
tion has introduced the scheme
of Pratibha Awards. Under this
scheme, meritorious students
who excel in SSC public exami-
nations will be awarded with
merit certificates, a memento
and scholarships to meet the
cost of higher education,” the or-
der states.

The awards would be given
on the occasion of National
Education Day. The Opposition
Telugu Desam Party had criti-
cised the government for re-
naming the award. “Y S Jagan’s
government changing AP] Kalam
Pratibha Puraskar to YSR Vidya
Puraskar is a shocking method of
self-aggrandizement at the cost
of disrespecting a much vener-
ated man,” said TDP chief N
Chandrababu Naidu.

ENS

GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & TRAINING
JAWAHAR BHAWAN, 6th FLOOR, ASHOK MARG, LUCKNOW

Dated 30 October, 2019
E-TENDER CORRIGENDUM

The E-Tender notice invited by Principal, Medical College Jhansi by letter no.-
4952/ETender/Housekeeping/2019, dated 20 September, 2019 to select the service provider agency for
housekeeping and sanitation at Government Medical College, Jhansi. This two bid system invited E-ten-
der is hereby extended further due to some unavoidable circumstances. The dates are now as follows-
1- Date of submission of bid and providing hard copy- 19-11-2019 at 5:00 pm.
2- Date of opening of technical bid- 20-11-2019 from 3:30 pm onwards (DGME, U.P. Lucknow)
The rest of tender conditions will remain same.

No: ME-1/2019/3370

Sd/-
(K.K. Gupta)
Director General

e famT (a9 uRae)
HENY HREEH aiS

ST AehweR® dad, 3% @, % THSNIR
FHAM A, SO 3L, Yale-¥oo 002,
TG . 1 03R-3REULIV
Estate, Mumbai-400 001. . # ORIAREHLIGY,

Tel. : 02222658375, Fax : 022-22614331 AR oh. & 0R3-RRER¥IA
Web site : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in; E-mail : ceommb@gmail.com
E-Tender Notice- (Year 2019-20)
MAIN Portal : https://mahatenders.gov.in, Departmental Portal : www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in

DEGITALLY signed E-Tender for following work is invited by Chief Executive Officer, Maharashtra
Maritime Board, Mumbai, from Registered with Government of Maharashtra in appropriate class and having
experience in execution of Marine related civil works, for following work in B1 Tender Form.

UPID-NO.145148 DATE-04.11.2019
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

HOME DEPARTMENT
(PORTS & TRANSPORT)

MAHARASHTRA
MARITIME BOARD

Indian Mercantile Chambers, 3rd Floor,
14 Ramjibhai Kamani Marg, Ballard

Sr. Name of Work Cost of Earnest Blank Time limit for
No. Tender Money Tender form Completion of
in Rs. Amount in Rs amount in Rs Work
1. Strengthening of Road to Jetty at 4,41,57,515/- 2,21,000/- 2,360/- 18 Months
Rewas Tal. Alibag Dist. Raigad. (Including Monsoon)
2. Repairs to Bander road from Gogate ~ 60,77,084/- 61,000/- 1,180/- 9 Months (Including
Clinic to Vijaydurg Bander at Vijaydurg Monsoon)
Tal. Devgad Dist. Sindhudurg.
3. Construction of Jetty at Amtem, 7,95,302/- 8,000/- 590/- 9 Months (Including

Tal. Pen Dist. Raigad. Monsoon)

The details can be viewed online and downloaded directly from the Government of Maharashtra
E-Tendering Portal https://mahatenders.gov.in on sub Portal of Home Department
www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in from 05.11.2019 at 1000 hours (IST) onwards.

The right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason is reserved.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

DGIPR/2019-2020/3501 Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai.
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8ANSWER

Issues in Ayodhya title suit

In its upcoming verdict on the Ayodhya dispute, the Supreme Court will decide on the 2010 ruling of the Allahabad High Court that had directed a three-way

partition of the disputed land. What were the questions the High Court had examined, leading to the appeals in the Supreme Court?

AYODHYA

WAITING FOR THE

VERDICT

PART 1

APURVAVISHWANATH &
KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

THE SUPREME Court’s verdict in the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute is ex-
pected soon. It will be on appeals against a
verdict by a three-judge Bench of the
Allahabad High Courtin 2010. Justice Sibghat
Ullah Khan, Justice Sudhir Agarwal and
Justice Dharam Veer Sharma had held that
the three parties — Bhagwan Ramlalla
Virajman, Nirmohi Akhara and Uttar Pradesh
Sunni Central Wagf Board — were in joint
possession of the disputed 2.77 acres of land
in Ayodhya in the absence of a better title,
and had directed a three-way partition.

Indoing so, the Allahabad High Court had
broadly dealt with eight significantissues that
involve over 30 questions in connection with
the civil suit. Alook at how the High Court had
ruled on these eight issues, which are central
to the appeal in the Supreme Court:

Is the claim made by the Hindu side in
1989, particularly by the deity Ramlalla
Virajman, time-barred?

While the law of limitation extinguishes
a party’s right to property if they do not file
a claim within six years, all three judges on
the Allahabad Bench agreed that the suit filed
on behalf of Ram Lalla is not barred by limi-
tation. They agreed that even if the suits were
time-barred, the Code of Civil Procedure re-
quires that the court pronounce judgment
on all issues, irrespective of its finding on a
preliminary issue. The two suits filed by
Nirmohi Akhara and Sunni Waqf Board were
held to be time-barred.

Does a suit filed in 1885 settle the
question of land possession?

In 1885, Mahant Raghubar Das had filed
a suit seeking permission to build a temple
in the Ram Chabutara area. Mohammad
Ashgar, who claimed to be the Mutawali of
the Babri mosque, opposed the suit. While
he did object to demarcation of the land by
afew inches, he did not raise substantial ob-
jections. The suit was dismissed; the court
was of the opinion that granting permission
to build a temple would amount to laying
the foundation of a riot between the two
communities.

On behalf of Ram Lalla, the argument was
that the 1885 suit operated as res judicata —
or a settled point of law which cannot be ad-
judicated again. In 2010, Justice Khan held
that the order had been essentially a status
quo order and did not decide on any legal is-
sues, and hence cannot bind the Muslim side.
Justice Sharma held that since the Mahant
and the Mutawali could not be said to have
contested on behalf of all parties who have
an interest in the dispute, it cannot be bind-
ing on the parties.

When was the structure built, by whom,
and who was in possession of the land?
The Hindu side argued that it was always

in possession of the land, and was displaced
only in 1949 when the premises were sealed
and attached by the district magistrate of
Faizabad. They argued that a mosque was
built by emperor Babur. The Muslim side ar-
gued that the mosque was built in 1528 by
Babur’s commander Mir Baqi, who dedi-
cated it as Sunni waqf property, and that they
were in possession since then.

Justice Khan and Justice Agarwal held
that there is no conclusive evidence to sup-
port either claim. Justice Khan relied on a
1786 account by Joseph Tiefenthaler, a
European geographer, to say that the struc-
ture was built before 1786 but that there is
no reliable historical evidence to conclude
thatitwas builtin 1528. Justice Sharma held
that the structure was built by Mir Baqi at
Babur’s command but it cannot be held con-
clusively that this was in 1528.

Was the mosque built on the site of an
ancient Hindu temple?

The three judges had different views on
this. Justice Khan held that no temple was de-
molished for building the mosque, but that it
was constructed over the ruins of temples that
had been lying there for a very long time, and
that some of that material was used in the
construction. He held that Hindus earlier be-
lieved thatin a very large area of the disputed
premisesisavery small part thatis believed to
be the birthplace of Lord Ram, and subse-
quently Hindus started identifying the dis-
puted premises as the exact birthplace, or as
a place wherein the exact birthplace was sit-
uated. Justice Khan held that Ram Chabutra
and Sita Rasoi were in existence before 1855,
and Hindu worshippers offered prayers there.
This formed the basis of the court’s decision
to grant joint possession of the land.

Justice Agarwal held that the building
was not exclusively used by members of the
Muslim community, and that, after 1856-
57, the outer courtyard was exclusively used
by Hindus while the inner courtyard was
visited for worship by members of both
communities.

Justice Sharma conclusively held that
the masjid was built on the ruins of a Hindu
temple. He relied on Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) findings that 265 inscriptions
found on December 6, 1992, after demoli-
tion of the structure, and other architectural
remains leave no room for doubt that the
inscription is written in the Devanagari
script of the 11th and 12th centuries. He also
relied on the report and testimony of Dr
Rakesh Tiwari, former director-general of
the AS], that an old temple had been demol-
ished and the masjid was constructed there.

Were idols and objects of worship placed
on the night of December 22-23, 1949, or
were these already there?

Justice Khan and Justice Sharma agreed
that these were placed on the pulpit inside
the mosque for the first time that night, while
Justice Agarwal held that it cannot be proved
that these were placed that exact day. Justice
Agarwal cited evidence that even before
December 22, 1949, there were idols and ob-
jects of worship at Ram Chabutra, on the
outer courtyard.

Did the outer courtyard include Ram
Chabutra, Bhandar and Sita Rasoi? Were
these demolished in 1992?

Based on maps of 1885 and 1950, all
three judges agreed that these structures ex-
isted on the outer courtyard. The parties
agreed that these were demolished on
December 6, 1992.

Justice Khan referred to Tiefenthaler, the
geographer who had visited the area between
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IN THE COURTS,
The sub-judge

18 85'8 and district judge

of Faizabad dismiss a suit by Mahant
Raghubar Das seeking to build a
temple on the land in Ayodhya (on the
courtyard where the Ram Chabutra
stands) adjoining the Babri mosque.
19 4 On December 22-23 that
year, idols of Lord Ram

and other objects of worship appear
under the central dome of the Babri

Masjid.

19 5 Two suits are filed before
the Faizabad district

court by Gopal Visharad (Suit 1)

seeking permanent mandatory

injunction restraining Muslims from

removing idols of Lord Ram.

19 59 Nirmohi Akhara files a suit

(Suit 3) against Baboo Priya
Ram Dutt for possession of the entire
property (both inner and outer
courtyards) arguing that they were
dispossessed of the property in 1949
after the property was entrusted to
Dutt, the receiver appointed by the
government.

1885 T0 2019
The UP Sunni Central

19 6 WaqfBoard,and 9

Muslims of Ayodhya file a suit (Suit4)
against Gopal Visharad (plaintiff of
the first suit), Mahant of Nirmohi
Akhara, and 22 others seeking a

declaration of the title.
19 8 District Judge of Faizabad

orders removal of
barriers, locks and brick-grill wall for
Hindus to worship the idols.

19 89 Bhagwan Sri Ramlalla
Virajman at Sri Ram
Janam Bhoomi Ayodhya, Asthan Sri
Ram Janam Bhoomi, Ayodhya file a
title suit (Suit 5) represented by “next
friend” Deoki Nandan Agarwala, a

former judge of the Allahabad High

Court.
2 Ol Allahabad High Court
holds that the three
parties— Bhagwan Ramlalla
Virajman, Nirmohi Akhara and UP
Sunni Central Waqf Board — are in
joint possession of the disputed 2.77
acres of land in the absence of a better
title, and direct a three-way partition.

1766 and 1771 and had noted the existence
of Ram Chabutra. Justice Khan held that it
must have been there before that time. Its ex-
istence is noticed in several subsequent
gazetteers’ reports etc. On the other hand it
isinconceivable, Justice Khan held, that at the
time of construction of the mosque, a wor-
shiping place of Hindus would have been ei-
ther permitted to remain inside the boundary
wall or permitted to be constructed. He held
that the only thing that can be said is that it
came into existence before Tiefenthaler’s visit
but after construction of the mosque.

Who had possession and title of the
property?

Justice Agarwal held that the inner court-
yard did not remain in possession of any of
the parties exclusively. On the outer court-
yard, he held that the right of prayer had been
perfected by Hindus, having continued ex-
clusively for more than a century; however,
this would not apply to the inner courtyard.

Justice Sharma held that on the basis of
revenue waqf records, it was not proved that
Muslims remained in exclusive possession
of the property. He said there were several
figures of Hindu gods and goddesses on the
pillars inside the mosque, which show that
the property was open and not in exclusive
possession of Muslims. He said Muslims can-
not claim adverse possession against the
property because it was an open place and
everybody was visiting it, including Muslims.
He concluded that Hindus have proved that
they were worshiping even after the struc-
ture was constructed, and that they were in
exclusive possession of the outer courtyard.

Justice Khan held that while Muslims have
notbeen able to prove that the land belonged
to Babur under whose orders the mosque was
constructed, Hindus have not been able to
prove that there was any existing temple at
the place where the mosque was built after
demolishing the temple. He concluded that
both parties were/are joint title-holders in
possession of the disputed premises.

Is the Babri Masjid a valid mosque?

Justice Agarwal held that for the last more
than two-and-a-half centuries and at least
about 200 years before the present dispute
arose in 1950, the building has always been
known as a “mosque”. He observed that
whenever Hindu parties contested a case,
they have throughout called ita mosque and
there has not been any change to this stand
until at least 1950.

Justice Sharma said that on historical ac-
count, it was established that the mosque
was built after demolishing a temple. He con-
cluded that the recovery of 265 artifacts fully
establish that damaged parts of the old
Hindu temple in the form of building mate-
rial were reused in construction of the
mosque, against the tenets of Islam.

Justice Khan held that it cannot be said
that the mosque was not a valid mosque hav-
ing been constructed over the land of some-
one else. He concluded that while use of the
material of the ruined temple cannot be said
to be desirable, it is not such that it renders
the mosque to be not a mosque in the eyes
of the law.

Drawing of site is indicative and not to scale.
Drawing of plot (not to scale) where Babri Masjid
stood is based on a plan prepared in 1950 in the
court of Civil Judge, Faizabad, and reproduced in the
order of the Allahabad High Court.

TOMORROW

HOW THE TWO SIDES CONTESTED
THE HIGH COURT VERDICT IN THE
SUPREME COURT

BJP and Sena in Maharashtra: history of a difficult relationship

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 5

TWELVE DAYS after the BJP and Shiv Sena to-
gether won 161 seats in the 288-member
Maharashtra Assembly, the pre-poll allies
have not been able to form their government,
as the Sena has made demands that the BJP
has found difficult to accommodate.

Despite being partners for the major part
of three decades, the relationship between
the parties has been under almost constant
strain — thisis because the ideological affin-
ity that brings them together also pits them
against each other in a contest for broadly
the same political space.

Thirty years ago

Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections of 1989,
the Sena and BJP forged their first pre-poll
alliance on the Hindutva platform. For the
BJP, the key interlocutor was Pramod
Mahajan, who had good equations with Sena
founder Bal Thackeray. The BJP did not have
a presence in Maharashtra at the time, and
hoped to piggyback on the regional ally; the
Sena wanted to harness the BJP’s Hindutva
appeal for gains in what was then a Congress
stronghold.

As the national party, the BJP contested

more seats in the Lok Sabha election (1989),
and agreed to leave the bigger share for the
Sena in the Assembly polls the following year.
Of the 183 seats the Sena contested, it won
52; the BJP won 42 of its 104. Manohar Joshi
became Leader of Opposition but was soon
challenged by Chhagan Bhujbal of his own
party; in 1991, Bhujbal joined the Congress,
and the post went to the BJP.

Bickering in power

The saffron allies leveraged the
December 1992 demolition of the Babri
Masjid and the March 1993 Bombay blasts in
acommunally charged, polarising campaign
against the Congress in the Assembly elec-
tion of 1995. The Sena won 73 seats and the
BJP 65 — and in accordance with Bal
Thackeray’s formula that the ally with the
higher number of seats would have its Chief
Minister, Joshi got the top job and Gopinath
Munde of the BJP became his deputy and
Home Minister.

The two parties quarrelled frequently
over policy — and the alliance was shaken af-
ter Raj Thackeray, then the Sena’s rising star
and Thackeray’s political heir apparent, came
under a cloud in the Ramesh Kini case of
1996. (Raj Thackeray, accused in the alleged
conspiracy to drive Kini to suicide, was later
acquitted.)

Tensions out of power

The allies fought the Assembly elections
of 1999 together, but each tried to defeat the
other’s candidates so that it could win more
seats than its ally and claim the chief minis-
tership. The Sena ended up with 69 MLAs
against the BJP’s 56, and believed that the re-
maining numbers could be made up subse-
quently. But the BJP was not keen, and there
was talk that Munde wanted to become
Chief Minister.

The allies negotiated unsuccessfully for
23 days, at the end of which Sharad Pawar’s
NCP, which had broken away from the
Congress months earlier, formed a coalition
government with the Congress with Vilasrao
Deshmukh as Chief Minister. During the long

spellin the Opposition that followed, the Sena
and BJP could not agree on many issues — and
the permanent state of tension was captured
inMahajan’s ambition to see a “shat-pratishat
(100%) BJP” Maharashtra, and Thackeray’s re-
tort that “Kamalabai was blooming in the
state only because of Shiv Sena”.

Even so, the parties decided to get back
together for the Assembly elections of 2004
— and the Sena won 62 seats; BJP 54.1n 2005,
Narayan Rane, a former Chief Minister of the
Sena-BJP government, walked over to the
Congress from the Sena along with a dozen
MLAs, and the BJP made an unsuccessful bid
for the post of Leader of Opposition.

In 2009, as the Congress-NCP stormed
back to power, the saffron tally dropped
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sharply. But for the first time in 20 years, the
BJP’s 46 seats were two more than the Sena’s
tally in the Assembly — and the BJP had the
post of Leader of Opposition.

Change in the balance

In 2002, when Atal Bihari Vajpayee asked
for “raj dharma” to be followed in Gujarat,
Thackeray had backed the then Chief
Minister of the state: “Modi gaya toh Gujarat
gaya,” the Sena supremo had said. It is iron-
ical that it was the rise of the new “Hindu
Hriday Samrat” in Narendra Modi that tilted
the balance in the Maharashtra alliance de-
cisively towards the BJP.

Emboldened by the Modi wave in the Lok
Sabha elections of 2014, the BJP sought to
drive a hard seat-sharing bargain for the
Assembly polls — which ended with the par-
ties going on their own for the first time in
25 years. As the Congress and NCP too had
split, multicorner election battles followed.
The Sena won 63 seats, the BJP 122, and
Devendra Fadnavis became Chief Minister.
After sitting in the Opposition for some time,
the Sena joined the government and was
given 12 mostly insignificant portfolios.

Compelled to play second fiddle in the al-
liance, the Sena repeatedly attacked the BJP
even while it was part of governments at
both the Centre and the state — on demon-

etisation, Rafale, and the implementation of
farm loan waivers in Maharashtra. Uddhav
Thackeray said that the Sena had “wasted” a
quarter century with the BJP, and the parties
contested the BMC elections of 2017 sepa-
rately amid a lot of bitterness.

Sena’s unexpected prize

As the Lok Sabha elections of 2019 ap-
proached, both parties felt a need to get back
together. In February, Fadnavis announced
that there would be equal sharing of “post
and responsibilities” in the state government,
among other things. The results, however,
underlined the enduring strength of Modi’s
appeal — and the Sena accepted a smaller
share of seats in the Assembly polls, while
the BJP dropped hints about eyeing a major-
ity on its own.

But the Assembly results were very dif-
ferent. The BJP’s tally fell to 105 from the 122
itwonin 2014, and the Sena, despite coming
down from 63 to 56 itself, was suddenly back
in a position to call the shots. With the BJP
now dependent on the Sena, Uddhav said on
the day of the results that he wanted a 50-50
powersharing formula — including the CM
post, as had been decided before the Lok
Sabha elections.

The term of the current Assembly ends
on November 9.
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Getting off the RCEP bus

Signing the agreement would have given more
substance to India’s Act East policy

«» FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

LOST OPPORTUNITY

Government should have used its formidable political capital
to blunt the opposition to RCEP, push its way through

FTER MONTHS OF uncertainty, India has chosen to hold back from joining

the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) trade agree-

ment, turning its back on one of the most dynamic regions in the world.

Certain segments which lobbied against the deal might be relieved at the
outcome, but the loss to the economy far exceeds the short-term perceived benefits of
staying out of the pact. While the political rhetoric continues to centre around free trade,
the government’s action signals a distinct shift towards a protectionist stance.

Much of the domestic opposition to joining the RCEP is rooted in the fear that the in-
flux of cheap Chinese products, non-tariff barriers which tend to restrict market access,
and cheaper dairy products from New Zealand would worsen the already ballooning
trade deficit and dent the domestic industry. To be fair, these are legitimate concerns.
There are reasonable arguments to be made that certain sectors, agriculture in particu-
lar, would need safeguards. Though the details of these negotiations are not yet known,
the Indian side should have made greater effort to convince other countries for carve-
outs for certain sectors, and for allowing a gradual phasing out of tariffs to ease domes-
tic fears. New Delhi should have used this as an opportunity to push through contentious
but necessary reforms that would boost competitiveness. But, by deciding not to join, it
has succumbed to the protectionist impulses that have guided much of its recent trade
moves. While itis possible that the deeper than expected slowdown in the economy may
have tilted the balance in favour of not joining, a certain policy incoherence marks this gov-
ernment’s approach. On the one hand, it wants India to become a manufacturing hub.
Yet, staying out of the RCEP reduces opportunities for trading with these countries, which
together account for roughly a third of global trade. Manufacturing today requires greater
integration with global supply chains. Signing the agreement would have signalled an
embrace of freer trade, which could have aided in the shift of companies out of China to
India. But the move has complicated India’s course to integrate into global value chains.
With this, India has also ceded space to China to have greater say in the region.

Ultimately, it was a political call. In the presence of stiff opposition, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should have marshalled his formidable political capital amassed by win-
ning two consecutive elections, and with enhanced majority, to seal the deal. As a persua-
sive communicator, Modi, with the backing of 303 MPs in the Lok Sabha, could have made
a convincing argument to people on the long-term benefits flowing from this deal. The
failure to do so, bowing to the pressure of various interest groups, shows that parliamen-
tary strength alone is not sufficient to push through contentious but necessary reform.

SHAMING THE LAW

The violence between lawyers, police in Delhi
undermines basic norms of civic order

HAT BEGAN REPORTEDLY as a dispute over parking between a con-

stable of the 3rd Battalion of the Delhi Police and an advocate at Tis

Hazari court has turned into an unprecedented and shameful face-

off that undermines the entire justice system in the national capital.
After the violent clash at Tis Hazari on Saturday, where eight advocates and 20 police-
men were injured, the striking lawyers have allegedly assaulted two litigants and a po-
liceman outside the Saket district court. Another constable was thrashed, allegedly, out-
side the Karkardooma court. There have also been other reports of assaults on journalists,
citizens and police by lawyers. Now, as a cycle of threats, protests and counter-protests con-
tinues, amid appeals from top police officials to maintain calm, there is little for the citi-
zen to take away in terms of a silver lining.

That lawyers, as officers of the court — or even just as citizens — have an ethical duty
to maintain basic standards of legality and public decency, should not be something that
needs to be stated explicitly. Yet, it must be. As recently as 2016, lawyers attacked jour-
nalists at the Patiala House court during the then JNU student leader Kanhaiya Kumar’s
hearing on charges of sedition. Kumar too was assaulted at the same time. These inci-
dents are just some examples from the many across the country where lawyers have
openly flouted the law, resorted to violence and violated the spirit of the Constitution.

The criminal justice system in India is an intimidating beast. The police and the legal
fraternity have a responsibility to make it less so, to be available to and accessible for or-
dinary people. As of now, that is certainly not the case in the capital. Those meant to up-
hold the rule of law are breaking it in the most crass manner possible, those who are
meant to ensure order are bringing chaos to the streets. The fact that the root of the vio-
lence, and the face-off, is something as petty as a parking spot only shows what little re-
gard officers of the law have for their own professions. The way forward is straightforward:
Those who have indulged in violence, whether donning khaki or a black coat, must be
brought to book. The protesting policemen who feel that the government and senior
leadership of the force has little regard for those of their colleagues that have been in-
jured must be reassured. And then, perhaps, we can see something that resembles the rule
of law in Delhi.

(GOLD RUSH

If Ghosh science is right, it should be raining precious metal in
India. Butitisn’t. Further research is urgently required

HE BENGALI COMMUNITY, already drunk with joy for its third Nobel prize,
could be looking at a fourth and a fifth, for state BJP president Dilip Ghosh. One
in physiology or medicine, for discovering gold in the milk of Indian cows, a
modern Kamadhenu fable for the age of Mammon. And another in econom-
ics, when he explains why;, if gold is flowing like milk, its price keeps going up, up and away.

Ghosh has a reputation for off-the-cuff remarks, but this time, it wasn’t just a throw-
away line, but a line of reasoning. At a public meeting in Barddhaman, Ghosh observed
that Indian cows have humps, which their imported cousins lack. The differential anatomy
is crucial, because the hump contains a swarna nari (golden nerve). It is the alchemic big
brother of chlorophyll, synthesising gold from sunlight. It is the Philosopher’s Stone that
Nicholas Flamel and Paracelsus sought fruitlessly. It was lurking far from their ken, within
the Indian cow.

Unlike inauthentic Western savants, we have always known this. The clue is hidden
in the legendary joke essay that all Indian schoolchildren must write, detailing the prop-
erties of the cow. “The cow is a useful animal,” they are understood to expound. “The cow
has four legs, two horns and one tail.” Traditionally, the essayist stops there for lack of
imagination. But now, the missing link in the riddle has fallen into place. It is revealed
that the Indian cow also has one hump. A very crucial hump which secretes gold into the
cow’s milk. This must be the source of the tantalising riches of the East, which Europeans
braved the seas to seek. They did not find the source. But now we have, and we shall
doubtless replenish the colonial loot of centuries, and return to the Golden Age. Come, it
is milking time.

V S SESHADRI

AFTER SEVEN LONG years of negotiations,
India has decided not to join the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP). The final statement after the RCEP
summit in Bangkok has left the matter some-
what open. It says that all RCEP countries will
work towards resolving the significant out-
standing issues that India has with the agree-
ment. But Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
statement leaves no room for rethinking or
further negotiation.

Two key reasons have been cited for
India’s decision. One, the current interna-
tional context has been seen as unhelpful.
The China-US trade war and the challenges
of the multilateral trading system brought
added pressure for quickly concluding the
RCEP negotiations. This shifted the focus
somewhat from crafting an agreement that
worked for all. Second, the RCEP final pack-
age was seen as lacking balance and fairness.
India, it appears, was not able to get several
of its key concerns addressed. These, report-
edly, are related to possible surge inimports,
particularly from China, addressing non-tar-
iff barriers, protection to certain sectors in
agriculture, dealing with possible circum-
vention of the rules of origin, and securing
better access in the services sectors.

What has not been mentioned but may
also have contributed to the decision was the
economic slowdown and a sombre mood
within the country that inter alia has seen ex-
ports stagnating. There has also been oppo-
sition to the RCEP in recent weeks from sev-
eral quarters in the country. Politically, while
the RCEP received no mention in the election
manifestos of the 2019 elections, they have
risen to a fever pitch in the last few weeks.

This writer had argued for India to join
the RCEP but for negotiating hard to get a
favourable outcome. An opportunity of this
nature comes rarely. This writer had also pro-
posed in a detailed RCEP study he led for the
(Il that India should try and get a more back-
loaded agreement for tariff commitments so
thatit gained space of a few years — by 2025.
This would have enabled India to become
competitive. After all no RCEP member runs
as high a trade deficit with most members
of the grouping,.

The ClI study had also outlined elements

HARSIMRAT KAUR BADAL

THIS IS A very momentous occasion in the
history of not only the brave and patriotic
Sikh community, but also of the two neigh-
bouring countries, India and Pakistan: The
collective repositories of the unique vision
of Guru Nanak Dev ji. Befittingly, the 550th
Parkash Utsav of the Guru s being celebrated
as a global event.

Coinciding with the occasion is the his-
toric decision of the government of India,
headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
to open and build a corridor of access be-
tween Dera Baba Nanak in India and
Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan. These twin bor-
der towns, situated about five km from each
other on either side of the Indo-Pak interna-
tional border, have a unique place in the life
of the great Guru, as he spent the last 18 years
of his life in this region, working hard as an
ordinary farmer.

The government of India’s decision to
open up and expeditiously operationalise the
Kartarpur Sahib corridor — responded to af-
terinitial reservations by the government of
Pakistan, holds out great hope for the people
of the two countries who have remained in
a sort of time warp since the tragic Partition
of 1947. The Indian government’s decision is
abrave and visionary step that can transcend
history and help over 150 crore people here
to break free of that time warp — and, in do-
ing so, end the cycle of fratricidal hatred.

We must remember that the two neigh-

Twenty years ago India gave
up its quantitative
restrictions on imports after
we lost a case in WTO. There
were fears that the country
will be flooded with imports.
At the commerce ministry, a
“war room” was set up in the
Commerce Ministry to
monitor imports. Import
surges were contained.
Liberalisation helped in
industry restructuring. A
reform of our export
incentive schemes is now
underway after losing
another WTO dispute.
Mobilising public and
political support for difficult
reforms is never easy. Sooner
or later we have to fall in line
with international practices
and not get isolated.
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WORDLY WISE
IT IS NOT, WHAT A LAWYER TELLS ME I MAY DO; BUT
WHAT HUMANITY, REASON, AND JUSTICE, TELL ME I
OUGHT TO DO. — EpMUND BURKE

of a time-bound action plan till 2025 — and
beyond. India should have had such an ac-
tion plan in place to be RCEP ready. Such an
action plan would have had a higher rate of
success if there was external pressure — for
example from the RCEP — to reform within
a fixed timeframe.

Twenty years ago India gave up its quan-
titative restrictions on imports after we lost
a case in WTO. There were fears that the
country will be flooded with imports. At the
commerce ministry, a “war room” was set
up in the Commerce Ministry to monitor im-
ports. Import surges were contained.
Liberalisation helped in industry restructur-
ing. A reform of our export incentive schemes
is now underway after losing another WTO
dispute. Mobilising public and political sup-
port for difficult reforms is never easy. Sooner
or later we have to fall in line with interna-
tional practices and not get isolated.

It does appear that India negotiated hard
in the RCEP meet. Other countries were, in
the end, unwilling to be accommodative of
India’s concerns. A more flexible stand by
them would have enabled India to grow rap-
idly and the country could have been a larger
market for all members of the grouping to
benefit from. We have, therefore, decided to
disembark from the RCEP bus.

India was no doubt economically, from
the beginning, an outlier of sorts in the RCEP
since all other countries (barring Cambodia,
Laos and Myanmar which, in any case, are
least developed countries and would have
got a soft treatment) are members of the
APEC and are participants inits various initia-
tives. In particular, the trade and investment
facilitation action plans of the APEC have
seen transformational results. Peer pressure
among others significantly helped these
economies in reducing transaction costs and
improving their position on indices such as
logistics or in ease of doing business. Even
their negotiators are far more familiar with
each other’s policies and practices. The APEC
annually holds over 300 technical meetings
that have helped changing mindsets. For this
very reason, a closer association such as
through the RCEP could have been of help to
India in playing catch up with countries
which are members of the group. It could

CORRIDOR OF HOPE

Guru Nanak offers a path to the Subcontinent to transcend post-Partition bitterness

The government of India’s
decision to open up and
expeditiously operationalise
the Kartarpur Sahib corridor
— responded to after initial
reservations by the
government of Pakistan,
holds out great hope for the
people of the two countries
who have remained in a sort

of time warp since the tragic
Partition of 1947.

bouring countries with acombined popula-
tion of over 150 crores account for roughly
one-fifth of the total humanity. What hap-
pens to them impacts the destiny of the
world in a significant way. Accordingly, India
believes that the two countries must learn
to work together bearing in mind mutual in-
terests that are focused on the welfare of peo-
ple in the subcontinent.

India has taken substantial initiatives to
promote economic and cultural cooperation
with every country in the region. And, suc-
cessive governments in New Delhi have gone
out of the way to accommodate Islamabad
in particular, as is borne out by the unilateral
advantage of the “Most Favoured Nation”
(MNS) status conferred on Pakistan, without
any reciprocal gesture from Islamabad. We
believe that the governments in the two
countries must begin to think of the dreams
and aspirations of over a billion-and-half
people from both sides of the border as a sin-
gle and shared constructive force.

Guru Nanak Dev Patshah, whose follow-
ers cut across communities and countries,
provides the necessary moral and emotional
impetus for translation of these dreams into
material welfare of the people. The Parkash
Utsav and the corridor access have opened
up new windows through which the
winds of change and goodwill have started
coming in.

GuruNanak Dev ji isunique in that heis

have also promoted formation of supply
chains and facilitated participation in mu-
tual recognition agreements.

One hopes that India’s decision to not
join the RCEP will not detract the country
from mounting a focussed effort in enhanc-
ing its competitiveness and expanding its
export base. India’s burgeoning imports de-
mand no less.

It will also be essential to regulate imports
in conformity with domestic and interna-
tional standards, an aspect that has received
inadequate attention. Not being part of the
RCEP does not mean we will not get targeted
by exports from the group’s members which
are now likely to attract more investments.
Vigilant monitoring will be required to avoid
circumvention.

The WTO has now become unreliable for
securing and enhancing the country’s mar-
ket access. We therefore need to explore
other means for this purpose. Bringing the
ongoing trade negotiations with the US, our
largest export destination, to a successful
conclusion should be a priority.

On free trade agreements (FTAs), we have
focussed far more on the East. We do not
have a single FTA with countries in the West.
Based on the RCEP negotiation experience,a
realistic yet meaningful FTA strategy needs
to be formulated for the next five years.
Further, getting more from the existing FTAs
is critical; for this, the ongoing reviews need
to be fully utilised. Mobilising stakeholder
support for signing more FTAs will be diffi-
cultif we cannot get the existing FTAs to work
for us better.

Joining the RCEP would have given more
substance to our Act East policy. The eco-
nomic pillar of this policy has remained weak
compared to those pertaining to political ties,
strategic and security aspects and people to
people relations. Opting out of the RCEP im-
plies there is need for greater exertion now
on strengthening connectivity, trade and in-
vestment bilaterally. Concepts like Indo-
Pacific will otherwise lose traction for us.

The writer, a former Indian ambassador to
Myanmar, is currently vice chairman,
Research and Information System for
Developing Countries

revered by people and communities who
may otherwise have remained in recipro-
cal hostility. As these words aptly sum up:
“Nanak Shah Faqir, Hindu da Guru, Mulim
da peer.” Itis his extraordinary spiritual sta-
tus, which has now cracked an impossible
Indo-Pak code and created an opportunity
for 150 crore people in the Subcontinent,
and many others elsewhere, to start a fresh
era of friendship, goodwill and cooperation.
Simply put, this translates into a collective
fight against poverty, illiteracy and
unemployment in the two countries
through shared dreams, common objec-
tives and joint efforts in that direction. But
for this, an atmosphere of mutual trust
must be created in which there is no place
for elements like non-state actors indulging
inindiscriminate killing of innocents in the
name of religion.

However, this is no time for incrimina-
tions. We owe this special occasion to our
great Guru whom people in the
Subcontinent hold in high regard and shared
reverence. We hope that we can transcend
the bitter legacy of our past and walk through
a new corridor of hope towards a future
of prosperity.

The future generations will judge us by
how well we seize this opportunity.

The writer is Union Minister,
Food Processing Industries
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JANATA M ANIFESTO

THE JANATA PARTY manifesto promises
structural changes to ensure rural develop-
ment and distribution of 5.5 million acre of
surplus land within five years. The recom-
mendations of the Rajkrishna committee re-
port to speed up land distribution, which was
accepted by the Janata Party government,
would be immediately implemented. All cul-
tivating tenants and share croppers would
be given a title deed conferring ownership
of the land on them within five years.

TURMOIL IN TEHERAN
URGED ON BY Ruhollah Khomeini, Iranian
protesters seized two US consulates, an

American cultural centre and the British em-
bassy in Teheran, and continued to hold the
US embassy and more than 50 hostages.
Khomeini called on the student militants to
act against “the great satan, America”, in or-
der to force it to extradite the deposed Shah,
hospitalised in New York for cancer treat-
ment, back to Iran for trial, Radio Teheran re-
ported. He also demanded that Britain hand
over the former prime minister, Shahpour
Bakhtiar, now living in exile in Britain.

BANGLADESH FIRINGS

THE BANGLADESH RIFLES opened two more
rounds of fire on Indian cultivators at Belonia
inTripura South district, according to police.

With this the Bangladesh Rifles had so far
fired 38 rounds from across the borderin the
past four days. There was no casualty in the
firing. The Border Security Force did not re-
turn the fire. The BSF has intensified its pa-
trolling in the border areas.

AKALA-JANATA PACT

THE AKALIDAL is now likely to forge an elec-
toral front with the Janata Party, instead of
the Lok Dal and Left parties, following the
near isolation of the party president, Jagdev
Singh Talwandi, in the poll panel headed by
his heir-apparent Sant Harchand Singh
Longowal. The panel is due to meet at
Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib (Sirhind).
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DUSHYANT DAVE

THE APPOINTMENT OF Justice Sharad Arvind
Bobde as the Chief Justice of India (CJI) gives
fresh hope to all the stakeholders in the ad-
ministration of justice. It comes ata time when
the Supreme Court’s standing amongst the
people has greatly eroded. The Supreme Court
has not only stopped being the protector of the
fundamental and other constitutional rights,
but hasalso failed to act as the guardian of the
rule of law. Its role must be judged in the con-
text of politically sensitive cases involving cit-
izens, opposition parties, activists and execu-
tive actions in day-to-day governance. In these
areas, the Court has virtually deferred to the
executive instead of stepping in to restore con-
stitutional rights and values in letter and spirit.
The Court’s performance in routine matters,
of course, is outstanding. But the independ-
ence of the judiciary is judged only on the
touchstone of its decisions given in politically-
sensitive matters.

The single-most important reason for
this is the power of the C]I to constitute
benches and allocate cases as the master of
the roster. The judgment of its Constitution
Bench in Campaign for Judicial Accountability
and Reforms versus Union of India & Anr.,de-
livered on November 10, 2017, has created a
piquant situation resulting in exercise of ab-
solute power by the CJI. So, a new but ques-
tionable jurisprudence has developed, es-
pecially on the review of administrative
actions on account of sealed and covered
hearings without affidavits by governments,
bias and recusal amongst others.

Consequently, the outstanding work
done by other judges is overshadowed.
Lawyers and litigants are virtually helpless
in either preventing or correcting this ero-
sion. The Bar Association, far from being the
watchdog, has been complicit in this unfor-
tunate exercise by chief justices.

Anindependent and strong judiciaryisa
basic feature of the Constitution. Yet, the
Court has allowed itself to be weakened.
Perhaps, BR Ambedkar was right in saying
that although the CJlis a very eminent, per-
son, “the Chief Justice is a man with all the
failings, all the sentiments and all the prej-
udices which we as common people have...”
Justice Bobde has a tough road ahead to
prove Ambedkar wrong.

During the Constituent Assembly debates,
member after member yearned for an inde-
pendent judiciary but were apprehensive.
Ambedkar’s response was: “...I quite agree
that the point raised is of greatest importance,
there can be no difference of opinion in the
House that our judiciary must both be inde-
pendent of the executive and must also be
competent in itself, and the question is how
these two objects could be secured...and |
have said that the relation between the exec-
utive and judiciary are so separate and dis-
tinct that the executive has hardly any chance
of influencing the judiciary.”

These fears were perhaps not unjustified.
Perhaps the Constituent Assembly was con-
scious of a future India, which would have a
naturally soft approach of the Court towards
executive actions, as in ADM Jabalpur the rule
of Indira Gandhi. In recent times, decisions in
the Birla Sahara case, CBI director’s case and
Rafale amongst others, have caused im-
mense discomfiture among those who love
and respect the Court. The Restatement of
Values of Judicial Life (as adopted by the Full
Bench of the Supreme Court on May 7, 1997)
states that justice must not be merely done
but also must be seen to be done. The behav-
iour and conduct of members of the higher

VIiEwW FROM THE RIGHT

LESSONS FROM VICTORY

THE SANGH PARIVAR has urged the BJP to
take lessons from its underwhelming per-
formance in the Maharashtra and Haryana
elections, and asked it to ponder over the ef-
ficacy of admitting turncoats into the party
fold. In the latest issue of Organiser, the
English mouthpiece of the RSS, an editorial
has acknowledged the less-than-satisfactory
performance of the BJP in the two elections:
“What difference these election results have
made is the way people have conveyed sub-
tle messages to every party. Though the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) led Governments
have retained powers in both the states,
these results are not as per the expectations,”
the editorial said. Hinting at reasons behind
the party’s performance in Maharashtra, the
editorial further said, “Why did BJP fail to re-
tain the Lok Sabha kind of domination? Were
alliance and absorbing stalwarts from
Congress and Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) strategic blunders? Why was the party

Raise the bar

Justice Bobde is an experienced judge and his approach is unbiased, non-political
and justice oriented. As the new (J], his task is to restate the independence of the Supreme Court

judiciary must re-affirm people’s faith in the
impartiality of the judiciary. And that “every
judge must at all times be conscious that he
is under the public gaze”.

Judges must remember words of Justice
H R Khanna in his powerful dissent in ADM
Jabalpur. said: “What is at stake is the rule of
law. If it could be the boast of a great English
judge that the air of England is too pure for a
slave to breathe, can we also not say with jus-
tifiable pride that this sacred land shall not
suffer eclipse of the Rule of Law and that the
Constitution and laws of India do not permit
life and liberty to be at the mercy of absolute
power of executive, a power against which
there can be no redress... The question is
whether the laws speaking through the au-
thority of courts shall be rendered mute be-
cause of such threats.”

Justice Bobde is an experienced judge and
his approach is unbiased, non-political and
Justice oriented. He is courteous, hears all and
has judge-like qualities. His approach to-
wards Article 21 is refreshing as one can see
it in summary dismissal of SLPs in R.S. @
Ramabhai Bhagora v. CBland connected mat-
ters against the judgment of Bombay High
Court(04.05.2017), reversing the acquittal of
many accused in Gujarat riot case. Similarly,
his judgment in Mubin Shaikh v. State of
Maharashtrareversing the order of bail to the
accused in a killing of young Muslim youth
is positive when he disapproved the obser-
vations of the High Court that, “the fault of
deceased was only that he belonged to an-
other religion. I consider this factor in favour
of applicant/accused...”, by reminding the ju-
diciary that “we have no doubt that a Court

not able to address the issue of rebellion or
sabotage by the ally? These and many more
questions need some scrutiny. After BJP (26.7
per cent), it was the independents (18.6 per
cent) who have secured the second position
in terms of vote share, and this should be a
matter of concern for the BJP.”

It also acknowledged the good showing
by Congress and the NCP and, particularly,
praised Sharad Pawar. “The strength of
Sharad Pawar’s politics limited to 15-17 per
cent vote and 50-60 seats, which he had
shown for the last forty years. That he could
show the same in Narendra-Devendra erais
a remarkable achievement which younger
politicians should study,” the editorial said.

It concluded by saying that the ushering
of a new political culture, of a developmen-
tal discourse, may still be a distant project:
“As a nation, despite claims of dismantling
caste politics, replacing it with the develop-
ment discourse and drastic reduction in cor-
ruption, are we really heading towards a new
political culture or are we just continuing the
old politics of winnability by all means in a
new form, is a point to ponder.”

JITHADI MINDSET

IN AN OPINION article on the murder of
Hindu Samaj Party leader Kamlesh Tiwari in
Lucknow last month, Delhi-based lawyer

An independent and strong
judiciary is a basic feature of
the Constitution. Yet, the
Court has allowed itself to be

weakened. Perhaps, BR
Ambedkar was right in
saying that although the CJI
is a very eminent, person,
‘the Chief Justice is a man
with all the failings, all the
sentiments and all the
prejudices which we as
common people have...
Justice Bobde has a tough
road ahead to prove
Ambedkar wrong.

Prashant Patel Umrao has argued in
Organiser that “it exposes the clear and pres-
ent danger of rising jihadi mindset of
Muslims in Bharat”.

Detailing how Tiwari’s murder was
planned and executed, Patel has said, “All re-
ligions and human systems are infected by
fundamentalists but it would be humon-
gously wrong to not accept that Islam has it
more rampantly.”

He then takes on liberals and AIMIM
leader Asaduddin Owaisi, saying, “And the
warriors of free speech lobby don’t even con-
demn such brutal killings. The messiahs of
Indian Muslims like Asaduddin al-Owaisi in-
directly support such killings when they say,
‘Even though Muslims constitute 96 per cent
of Pakistan’s population, they continue to be-
have like minority, therefore needing the
State’s patronage of Islam and a highly re-
gressive blasphemy law. We are instilling a
similar fear in our Hindus'. Such statements
largely influence the radically charged
Islamic minds. This is the irony.”

He also criticised the Jamiat Ulema-e-
Hind for providing legal aid to the accused
arrested in the murder case. “The Muslim
Council has said that it is willing to bear all
the legal costs to defend the five accused in
the Kamlesh Tiwari murder case... Providing
help to masterminds of organised murder is
downright disgusting and shameful. But the

CR Sasikumar

fully conscious of the plural composition of
the country while called upon to deal with
rights of various communities, cannot make
such observations which may appear to be
coloured with a bias for or against a commu-
nity...” Bobde’s bench again declined bail to
Sajjan Kumar convicted by Delhi High Court
in an anti-Sikh riot case while admitting his
appeal for hearing.

But one hopes that he will function as
the master of the roster in an independent
and objective manner. The Court comprises
of outstanding and independent judges and
each of them is capable of handling even
politically-sensitive matters. So, there is no
reason to assign them to a particular bench
only. If this trend is reversed, Justice Bobde
would have achieved a lot in re-stating the
independence of the Supreme Court.

However, his photograph with P K
Mishra, Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister, on the day of the issuance of his
warrant, was dismaying. Perhaps Justice
Bobde did not realise that he would be
splashed on the front pages of newspapers
across the country with Mishra so as to sug-
gest proximity between him and the prime
minister. This was surely avoidable because
the same May 7, 1997 document says: “A
judge should practise a degree of aloofness
consistent with the dignity of his office.”

Hopefully, the chief justice designate
will dispel any wrong message sent to the
judiciary and the nation in time to follow
with his decisions and actions.

The writer is a senior advocate at
Supreme Court of India

so-called intellectual lobby and jamat-e-fib-
eral won’t utter a single word over this
shamelessness and injustice.”

RECOVERING ECONOMY

QUOTING TRADE FIGURES of consumer
goods over the Diwali season, the latest is-
sue of Panchjanya has argued that the econ-
omy is on the road to recovery. “It was ex-
pected that there would be less enthusiasm
among consumers this Diwali. But the sales
figures on Dhanteras and Diwali have com-
pletely demolished this analysis. Across sec-
tors, including banking, the results of the sec-
ond quarter have been stupendous. The
share market too has been rising. Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) figures
show that jobs have increased,” the
Panchjanya cover story said.

And, as ameasure to strengthen the econ-
omy, the cover story has argued that the Indian
corporate must invest in research so thatit can
compete with Chinese goods. It has also made
an appeal for use of indigenous goods to tide
over the trade deficit with China. “If we vow to
only use indigenous goods and reject low-
quality Chinese goods, then the problem will
be solved. India’s economic foundation will
be strengthened,” the article said.

Compiled by Deeptiman Tiwary
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Jeremy Corbyn’s plans are required to repair the damage caused by a system
that is being run in favour of privileged individuals whose market and political

power allows them to extract cash from everyone else.”

— THE GUARDIAN

The Maulana’s
march

Fazlur Rehman’s dharna in Islamabad is
creating a situation that exposes the
faultlines in Pakistan army, politics

TILAK DEVASHER

ISLAMABAD IS, AT the time of writing, wit-
nessing the third major dharna in recent
years — that by Maulana Fazlur Rehman
and his faction of the Jamiat-Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI-F). The Maulana is pitching for
Imran Khan’s resignation and fresh elec-
tions. In 2014, it was Imran Khan’s dharna
and in 2017 it was that of the Barelvi
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP). While
the latter two did not achieve any lasting
results, the jury is out on what the Maulana
will accomplish. However, by all accounts,
the crowd at the Maulana’s dharna, which
started as the “Azadi March” from Karachi
on October 27 and reached Islamabad on
October 31 is massive, far surpassing the
previous two. It is the first major challenge
to Imran Khan'’s leadership.

The July 2018 elections that catapulted
Imran Khan to power represented political
engineering on part of the army to install a
“selected” PM who would toe their line. In
turn, they empowered him with the facade
of harmonious civil-military relations. This
was a luxury that few previous political
governments enjoyed. Imran Khan thus
had everything going for him. What he
lacked was the capacity for governance, let
alone good governance. Consequently, his
performance, especially in tackling the
abysmal economic situation during the last
15 months, has been disappointing. This
has fuelled public anger. Additionally, his
single-minded focus to go after the oppo-
sition has polarised Pakistan’s polity. This
has created the space for the Maulana to
mobilise the people, gather the opposition
under his umbrella and punch above his
electoral weight.

Aninteresting element of the situation
is what is being whispered in Islamabad:
The covert support that the Maulana is sup-
posed to have received from sections of the
Pakistan army. These sections are unhappy
with the three-year extension given to the
current army chief, General Qamar Javed
Bajwa, though a formal presidential notifi-
cation to this effect is awaited. It is believed
that due to Bajwa’s extension, over 20 lieu-
tenant generals will retire over the next
three years some of whom would have
been contenders for the army chief’s post
but have lost out due to the extension.

The astute Maulana has clearly sensed
an opportunity to advance his political for-
tunes that were badly mauled in the last
elections and also to settle scores with
Imran Khan, with whom he has a running
feud. The secret of his power is the
Deobandi madrasas spread all over the
country and especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), giving the dharna a dis-
tinctly Pashtun flavor. Consequently, this
dharna, unlike Imran Khan'’s, consists
largely of madrasa students and the reli-
giously inclined-sections of the lower mid-

dle and working classes. They face the
brunt of the economic downturn and are
religiously charged too — a potent cocktail.

The government is handicapped since
the Maulana s following the precedent set
by Imran Khan himself in 2014 when he
tried to dislodge Nawaz Sharif and sat in
the Red Zone for 126 days. Hence it does
not really have a narrative to challenge the
Maulana with.

The march has come at a particularly
bad time for the Pakistan government for
several reasons. For one thing, the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) wants it to take ac-
tion on the 27-point action plan by
February 2020 while the IMF wants imple-
mentation of the tough benchmarks that
include a substantial increase in taxation.
None of these would be possible in the sur-
charged political atmosphere. It also comes
amid Nawaz Sharif’s critical illness. Should
something happen to him, the blame for
mishandling his medical treatment will fall
squarely on the government.

The government seems to have three
options: Tire out the crowd by doing
nothing and hope they will thin out; en-
gage with them or use force to disperse
them. The last option rather than defus-
ing the situation would make it fraught.
Engaging with the Maulana despite his
single-point agenda of the PM’s resigna-
tion coupled with tiring out the protes-
tors seems to be the option the govern-
ment is looking at presently.

Given the crowds he has mobilised, the
Maulana has certainly come to occupy cen-
tre-stage, and got the endorsement, though
reluctant, of mainstream political parties.
He s playing his cards guardedly based on
the fast developing situation. He has slowly
upped the ante like initially giving Imran
Khan 48 hours to resign - the deadline
ended on November 3evening — extend-
ing the deadline by a day, converting the
marchinto a dharna, calling for an All Party
Conference (APC) to decide next steps and
so on. These steps could include lock-
downs, blocking of highways and resigna-
tions from assemblies.

The Maulana has, however, been hand-
icapped due to the reluctance of the main-
stream parties — the PML(N) and the PPP
— to whole-heartedly support the Azadi
March, and especially the dharna. The poor
participation of the PML(N) in the Azadi
March in Lahore, their bastion, was espe-
cially noteworthy. Both parties are against
creating a confrontational situation that
could allow the army to step in.

While the potential for a confrontation
exists in case the protestors try and march
into the Red Zone, the Maulana is among
the most seasoned and pragmatic leaders
in Pakistan and adept in making backroom
deals. Extending the resignation deadline
and calling for an APC are signals of flexi-
bility that the government would likely
capitalise on in the coming days to try and
defuse the situation.

The army, with its own power politics
over General Bajwa’s extension would, no
doubt be watching the developing situa-
tion carefully.

The writer is Member, National Security
Advisory Board. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OTHER POLLUTERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Everyone’s problem’ (IE, November 5).
The alarming air pollution in North
India is a shameful example of the col-
lective failure of the system. Stubble
burning is often seen as the sole cause
of air pollution. And even the Supreme
Court has blamed farmers for it. But
studies have shown that smoke result-
ing from the burning of straw or other
biomass accounts for only about 12 per
centof Delhi’s pollution while dustand
soil particles contribute the largest
share (23 per cent) to toxic particles dis-
solving in the air. Emissions from
tailpipes of vehicles and industrial
emissions are the other main contrib-
utors to Delhi’s pollution. Strict action
should be taken against such polluters
as well, and not just farmers.

Shakti Singh, Karnal

FIRES AND FARMERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let’s pay
the price of clean air’ by Anand Prakash
(IE, November 5). Stubble burning has
been causing smog and pollution every
year in recent memory, and no one has
taken a serious initiative to checkit. The
governments of Punjab and Haryana
have been mute spectators. The Delhi
CM has been crying hoarse to check
stubble burning but his pleas fall on
deaf ears. Blaming farmers alone is not
the answer. Marginal farmers are notin
a position to dispose off the crop residue
on their own, as the machinery to cut it

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

and the transportation for its disposal
are very expensive. The ball is in the
government’s court.

RD Singh, Ambala

BUSINESS ETHICS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The chal-
lenge for Indian business’ (IE, November
4).Indian businesses are often perceived
as a contributor to the unjust social or-
der. They must contribute to changing
this image vis-a-vis the society. They
must focus on providing clean water
and basic amenities to the people in col-
laboration with the government. The
emphasis must be on social security. The
business model of Devi Shetty’s
Narayana Health could be a model.
Sauro Dasgupta, Kolkata
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Xi Jinping with Hong
Kong Chief Executive
Carrie Lam in Shanghai
on Monday. AP

CHINA

Xivoices ‘high
degree of trust’
in HK leader

Shanghai: Chinese
President Xi Jinping has ex-
pressed a “high degree of
trust” in Hong Kong's un-
popularleader Carrie Lam
as the two met after
months of increasingly vi-
olent protests in the semi-
autonomous city. Xi's
show of support follows
speculation that Beijing
was preparing to remove
Lam as city authorities
struggle to contain pro-
democracy demonstra-
tions that have rocked the
financial hub. Their meet-
ing in Shanghai on
Monday followed another
weekend of violence in
Hong Kong that was
marked by a knife attack
and the vandalising of an
office of China’s official
Xinhua news agency.

SOUTH AFRICA

Gandhi, Mandela
busts unveiled at

Tolstoy Farm
Johannesburg: Two larger-
than-life  busts  of

Mahatma Gandhi and
Nelson Mandela have
been unveiled at Tolstoy
Farm, the self-sufficient
commune that he started
during his tenure as a
lawyer in Johannesburg.
Tolstoy Farm, named after
the great Russian writer
whom Gandhi much ad-
mired, was a community
started by Gandhi in
Transvaal, South Africa, in
1910. It became the head-
quarters of the Satyagraha
campaign which Gandhi
led at that time. High
Commissioner for India
Jaideep Sarkar lauded the
revival of the once-thriv-
ing Tolstoy Farm which
had been fully destroyed
over several decades.

THAILAND

Drug suspects
shoot their way
out of court

Bangkok: Three drug sus-
pects — including an
American — shot and
stabbed their way out of a
Thai court before brazenly
fleeing in a pick-up truck,
police said Tuesday. The
three were still on the
loose more than 24 hours
after breaking out of a
Pattaya court holding
room on Monday, police
said. The escapees are an
American and his Thai
wife, and a male Thai sus-
pect. The couple was fac-
ing death penalty charges
for drug trafficking.

FIRST STEP IN YEAR-LONG PROCESS

Trump administration begins
exit from Paris climate pact

VALERIE VOLCOVICI
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 5

THE TRUMP administration said
on Monday it filed paperwork to
withdraw the United States
from the Paris Agreement, the
first formal step in a one-year
process to exit the global pact to
fight climate change.

The move is part of a broader
strategy by President Donald
Trump toreducered tape on USin-
dustry, but comes at a time scien-
tists and many world govern-
ments urge action to avoid the
worstimpacts of global warming.

Onceitexits, the United States
— the top historic greenhouse gas
emitter and leading oil and gas
producer — will become the only
country outside the accord.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo confirmed the step on
Monday and pointed out that the
United States had trimmed emis-
sionsinrecentyears evenasithad
grown its energy production.

“The US is proud of our
record as a world leader in re-
ducing all emissions, fostering
resilience, growing our econ-
omy, and ensuring energy for
our citizens,” he said.

The European Union ex-

Dawood aide
Jabir Moti uses
Epstein suicide
to decry US
jail conditions

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, NOVEMBER S

JABIR MOT], referred to as a “top
lieutenant” of fugitive gangster
Dawood Ibrahim’s D Company,
used American financier and
convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein’s suicide to decry prison
conditions in the US as he ap-
peared before a UK court in his
ongoing fight against extradition.

Moti is fighting his extradi-
tion to the US at Westminster
Magistrates’ Courtin London on
charges of laundering around
$1.4 million on behalf of the
criminal network.

Moti’s barrister Edward
Fitzgerald deposed two retired
prison wardens viavideolink from
the US on Monday to establish
that his client would be at risk of
committing suicide if he was tobe
extradited to a New York prison.

One of the prison facilities
in question, the Metropolitan
Correctional Centre (MCC), is
where Epstein was found dead
in August. Epstein’s suicide hit
worldwide headlines due to his
high-profile connections, includ-
ing alleged links with Britain’s
Prince Andrew — the younger
son of Queen Elizabeth II.

“I don’t believe his mental
health needs will be met [in
prison], especially since the
Epstein suicide,” said Maureen
Baird, a former Warden at MCC.

The hearing, presided over by
Judge John Zani, also heard evi-
dence from a former warden at
the Metropolitan Detention
Centre in Brooklyn, where Moti
is expected to be held in pre-trial
detention if he were to be extra-
dited. The hearing on Monday
concluded the evidence stage of
the extradition trial. PTI

USrolein pact will be
decided by 2020 polls

THE PARIS climate agreement is structured in a way that the
process of the US exiting the pact, which began Tuesday, will
only be completed days after the 2020 election to the White
House. This means that if Trump fails to get re-elected, his
Democratic successor is almost certain to reverse his decision
to withdraw from the agreement. The Democrats have already
made climate change a major election issue, with leading pro-
gressive candidates coming out with their own plans on how
to reduce emissions. On the other hand, Trump has repeatedly
said the Paris pact will have an adverse effect on the US econ-
omy, and his decision to pull out is a continuation of his

‘America First’ campaign slogan.

pressed disappointment.

“The withdrawal of the United
States from the Paris Agreement
means that the rest of us must fur-
ther increase our cooperation,”
Krista Mikkonen, minister of en-
vironment for current European
Council president Finland saidina
statement on Tuesday.

“We will continue to work
with US states, cities and civil so-
ciety in supportof climate action.”

An official from the French
presidential office accompany-
ing President Emmanuel
Macron on a state visit to China,

MEGA PROTEST RALLY IN CH

said: “We regret this and this
only makes the Franco-Chinese
partnership on the climate and
biodiversity more necessary.”

Macron and Chinese
President Xi Jinping will sign a
pact on Wednesday that in-
cludes a paragraph on the “irre-
versibility of the Paris
Agreement,” the official said.

The State Department’s let-
ter to United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres starts
the clock on a process that will
be complete a day after the 2020
US presidential election.

Trump at a campaign event
in Lexington, Kentucky, on
Monday. He has said that the
Paris agreement puts an
unfair economic burden

on Americans. AP

The withdrawal could leave a
lasting mark, said Andrew Light, a
fellow at the World Resources
Institute and former adviser to the
US climate envoy under former
president Barack Obama. “While
it serves the political needs of the
Trump administration, we will
lose alot of traction with respect
to USinfluence globally,” he said.

The Obama administration
had signed the United States
onto the 2015 pact, promising a
26-28 per cent cut in US green-
house gas emissions by 2025
from 2005 levels. REUTERS

EAM

Protesters try to protect themselves from teargas shells hurled by police in Santiago, Chile. Reuters

Iran says uranium enrichment
at underground plant to resume

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TEHRAN,NOVEMBER 5

PRESIDENT HASSAN Rouhani
said Tuesday that Iran would re-
sume uranium enrichment atan
underground plant south of
Tehran in its latest step back
froma troubled 2015 agreement
with major powers.

The suspension of all enrich-
ment at the Fordow plant in the
mountains near the Shia holy city
of Qom was one of the restric-
tions onits nuclear activities that
Iran accepted in return for the lift-
ing of international sanctions.

But Washington’s abandon-
ment of the deal in May last year
followed by its reimposition of
crippling sanctions prompted
Iran to begin a phased suspen-

Hassan Rouhani blamed the
US’s withdrawal from the
2015

sion of its own commitments in
May this year.

Rouhani recalled that under
the terms of the agreement, Iran
had retained more than 1,000
centrifuges at the plant which
had been running empty since it

TAKING OVER VOICE-CONTROLLED DIGITAL ASSISTANTS

With a laser, researchers say they can hack Alexa, Google Home or Siri

NICOLE PERLROTH
SAN FRANCISCO, NOVEMBER 5

SINCE VOICE-CONTROLLED dig-
ital assistants were introduced a
few years ago, security experts
have fretted that systems like
Apple’s Siri and Amazon’s Alexa
were a privacy threat and could
be easily hacked.

But the risk presented by a
cleverly pointed light was prob-
ably not on anyone’s radar.

Researchers in Japan and at
the University of Michigan said

Monday that they had found a
way to take over Google Home,
Amazon'’s Alexa or Apple’s Siri
devices from hundreds of feet
away by shining laser pointers,
and even flashlights, at the de-
vices’ microphones.

In one case, they said they
opened a garage door by shining
a laser beam at a voice assistant
that was connected to it. They
also climbed 140 feet to the top
of a bell tower at the University
of Michigan and successfully
controlled a Google Home de-
vice on the fourth floor of an of-

fice building 230 feet away. And
by focusing their lasers using a
telephoto lens, they said, they
were able to hijack a voice assis-
tant more than 350 feet away.
Opening the garage door was
easy, the researchers said. With
the light commands, the re-
searchers could have hijacked any
digital smart systems attached to
the voice-controlled assistants.
They said they could have eas-
ily switched light switches onand
off, made online purchases or
opened a front door protected by
asmartlock. They even could have

remotely unlocked or started a car
that was connected to the device.

“Thisopens up an entirely new
class of vulnerabilities,” said Kevin
Fu, an associate professor of elec-

went into effect.

“Starting from tomorrow
(Wednesday ), we will begininject-
ing (uranium hexafluoride) gas at
Fordo,” Rouhani said in a speech
broadcast by state television.

Iran said the whole process
would be carried out transpar-
ently witnessed by inspectors
from the UN nuclear watchdog,
the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

The move is the fourth an-
nounced by Iran sinceitbegan re-
sponding to Washington’s aban-
donment of its commitments.

Iran has repeatedly warned
the remaining parties to the
deal — Britain, China, France,
Germany and Russia — that the
agreement can only be rescued
if they help it circumvent US
economic sanctions.

Researchers
said the
microphones
in the devices
respond to light
asifit were
sound. Reuters file

trical engineering and computer
science at the University of
Michigan. “It’s difficult to know
how many products are affected
because this is so basic.”

MEANWHILE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

TRUMP JR RELEASES BOOK DEFENDING FATHER

Donald Trump Jr released a book on Tuesday that rails against the Left as he admitted he had
caught the political bug and may consider running for office in the future. In 77iggered: Howw the
Left Thrives on Hate and Wants to Silence Us, the President’s son fiercely defends his father and
slams mainstream media and political opponents including Hillary Clinton.

WOMAN WHO ALLEGES
TRUMPRAPEDHERIN
1990s SUESHIM

FOR DEFAMATION

New York: Awoman who ac-
cuses Donald Trump of rap-
ing her more than 23 years
ago in a New York depart-
ment store sued the US
President on Monday over
statements he made in June
denying that the attack oc-
curred and criticising her for
coming forward.

E]Jean Carroll, alongtime
Elle magazine advice colum-
nist, said in a complaint filed
in a New York state court in
Manhattan that Trump lied
about attacking her, and
“smeared her integrity, hon-
esty, and dignity” by con-
cocting a “swarm of related
lies” to explain why she
would make the incident up.

Carroll’s lawsuit followed
statements that Trump
made after her account was
published, including that he
did not rape Carroll and had
never met her, and that she
was “totally lying”. REUTERS

EARTHQUAKE

M Protesters in Chile clashed
with police, looted stores and
endured a strong earthquake at
the close of a huge rally kicking
off the third week of anti-
government demonstrations
that sparked deadly unrest.

B Tens of thousands tried to
march on the presidential
palace in downtown Santiago,
and fights broke out as police
tried to contain them.

M People banged pots and pans
and blared the horns of their
cars as night fell in Santiago.

B The 6.0 magnitude
earthquake hit just as
tensions were rising in
Santiago, rattling buildings. A
strong and prolonged shaking
was felt, but there were no
reports of injuries or damage.

9 of Mormon
family killed in
Mexico ambush

Mexico City: At least three
women and six children from an
American Mormon community
based in northern Mexico have
been killed in an ambush, a rela-
tive of the victims said Monday.
Julian Lebaron said his cousin
was on her way to the airport
when she was attacked and shot
in her car along with her four
children in Rancho de la Mora,
an area notorious for drug traf-
fickers and bandits of all kinds.
“It was amassacre,” Lebaron,
an activist who has denounced
criminal groups in the area, said.
Lebaron said his relatives lo-
cated the vehicle, which had been
set on fire with the bodies of the
victims inside. Two other vehicles
were found several hours later,
containing the bodies of two more
women and two children. PTI

The computer science and
electrical engineering researchers
— Takeshi Sugawara at the
University of Electro-
Communicationsin Japan; and Fu,
Daniel Genkin, Sara Rampazziand
Benjamin Cyr at the University of
Michigan — released their find-
ings in a paper Monday.

Genkin was also one of the
researchers responsible for dis-
covering two major security
flaws, known as Meltdown and
Spectre, in the microprocessors
inside nearly all the world’s com-
puters last year. Shares of chip-

Baghdady’

S sister

captured in Syria
raid, says Turkey

Held along with her daughter-in-law,
husband in Turkish-controlled town

HUMEYRA PAMUK
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 5

TURKEY CAPTURED the sister of
dead Islamic State leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi on Monday in
the northern Syrian town of
Azaz, a senior Turkish official
told Reuters, and is interrogating
her husband and daughter-in-
law who were also detained.

Rasmiya Awad, 65, was de-
tained in a raid near Azaz, the of-
ficial said, referring to a Turkish-
controlled Syrian town near the
border. When captured, she was
also accompanied by five children.

“We hope to gather a trove of
intelligence from Baghdadi’s sis-
ter on the inner workings of ISIS,”
the official said.

Little independent informa-
tion is available on Baghdadi’s
sister and Reuters was notimme-
diately able to verify if the cap-
tured individual was her.

Baghdadi killed himself last
monthwhen corneredinatunnel
during a raid by US special forces
in northwestern Syria. Islamic
State, in an audio tape posted on-
line on Thursday, confirmed that
itsleader had died and vowed re-
venge against the US.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s communica-
tions director said the woman’s
capture was evidence of Turkey’s
determination to fight against
Islamic State.

“The arrest of al-Baghdadi’s
sister is yet another example of the
success of our counter-terrorism

Turkey says Rasmiya Awad is
the sister of former IS chief
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. Reuters

operations,” Fahrettin Altun wrote
on Twitter early on Tuesday.

“Much dark propaganda
against Turkey has been circulat-
ing to raise doubts about our re-
solve against Daesh,” he wrote, us-
inganother name for Islamic State.

“Our strong counter-terror-
ism cooperation with like-
minded partners can never be
questioned,” he added.

Baghdadi had risen from ob-
scurity to lead the ultra-hardline
group and declare himself “caliph”
of all Muslims, holding sway over
huge areas of Iraq and Syria from
2014-2017 before Islamic State’s
control was wrested away by US-
led coalition forces including Iraqis
and Syrian Kurds.

The group, also known as
ISIS, said a successor to
Baghdadi identified as Abu
Ibrahim al-Hashemi al-Quraishi
had been appointed. A senior US
official last week said
Washington was looking at the
new leader to determine where
he came from. REUTERS

PROTESTS CALLING FORPM TO QUIT

Talks between Pak
govt, Oppn leaders
fail to break deadlock

Imran: Ready to accept valid demands

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 5

THE SECOND round of talks be-
tween the Pakistan government
and Opposition leaders failed to
break the ongoing deadlock be-
tween the two sides on Tuesday
even as Prime Minister Imran
Khan said that he was ready to
acceptall “valid” demands of the
‘Azadi March’ protesters, led by
a firebrand cleric-cum-politician
Maulana Fazlur Rehman.

Khan reportedly made the
remarks in a meeting with
Defence Minister Pervez
Khattak-led team tasked to ne-
gotiate with the Opposition par-
ties taking part in the massive
march comprising thousands of
protesters in [slamabad.

“The government is ready to
accept all valid demands except
the demand for resignation,”
Khan was quoted as saying by
the Express Tribune.

Defence Minister Khattak
said the government is trying to
find a middle ground with the
Opposition to break the ongo-
ing deadlock.

“The talks between the two
sides were held in a good atmos-
phere,” he said.

However, both the sides
stuck to their respective posi-
tions, Khattak told a news con-
ference after the second round

maker Intel briefly dropped 5 per
cent on news of their discovery.

The researchers, who studied
the light flaw for seven months,
said they had discovered that the
microphonesin the devices would
respond tolight asif it were sound.
Inside each microphoneisasmall
plate called a diaphragm that
moves when sound hitsiit.

That movement can be repli-
cated by focusing a laser or a
flashlight at the diaphragm,
which converts it into electric
signals, they said. The rest of the
system then responds the way it

The protesters accuse Imran
Khan of rigging the 2018
elections to become PM.

of direct talks with Opposition’s
Rehbar Committee.

On Monday night, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government sent a second del-
egation to Rehman’s residence
to break the impasse in the
wake of the Opposition’s bid to
oust Khan.

The right-wing Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F)
leader is leading the massive
protest, which entered the fifth
day on Tuesday. Dubbed the
Azadi March, the protesters de-
mand Khan'’s resignation, accus-
ing him of “rigging” the 2018
general elections.

Opposition parties, including
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N)and the Pakistan
People Party (PPP), have also
thrown their weight behind the
anti-government rally. PTI

would to sound.

The researchers said they had
notified Tesla, Ford, Amazon, Apple
and Google to the light vulnerabil-
ity. The companies all said they
were studying the conclusions in
the paper released Monday.

The researchers said most mi-
crophones would need to be re-
designed to remedy the problem.
And simply covering the micro-
phone with a piece of tape
wouldn’t solve it. Fu said the mi-
crophones on several digital as-
sistants had dirt shields that did-
n’t block their commands. NYT
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PERSONAL

I, Mohammad Ahmad/Ahmad
Raza S/o Mohammad Usman
Rain Resident of 2344, Second
Floor, Gali Mir Madari Road
Garden, Chandni Chowk, Delhi-
110006, have changed my name
Ahmad Raza for all purposes.
0040518514-8

Itis for general information that
I, SARBHJEET SINGH, S/0 SHRI
GURNAM SINGH, residing at B-
45/D, Shivangi Kunj, Opposite
BG-1, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110063 inform that name
of mine has been wrongly
written as SARABHJEET SINGH
SODHI. The actual name of
mineis SARBHJEET SINGH
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040518595-1

I,Rakesh Kumar S/o Ishwer
ChandraTiwari R/0
H.No.160,Block-F64/C-7, Sector-
40,Noida(U.P.) have changed
my name to Rakesh Tiwari for
all future purposes.

0040518639-3

I,Poonam Shakya,W/O-TIKARAM
SHAKYA,R/O-E-13/201,E-
block,Dilshad-Colony,Delhi-
95,inform that name of,my
husband,has been wrongly-
written as T.R.Shakyain
my,service Record,The actual
name of my,husband.TIKA RAM
SHAKYA. 0040518639-4

I,Keshar Singh R/0-Village-
Okhari Seri,PO-
Bichhul,PS+Distt.-
Pathoragarh,State-Uttarakhan
d,Pin-262540,inform that in my
minor son’s(Dev Singh
Samant),school record my
name wrongly,written as
Keshar Singh Samantinstead
of correct name Keshar Singh.

0040518601-5

ILAjay Kumar Gupta S/o Ram
Kumar Gupta R/0-H.No.A-
201,Surajmal Vihar,Delhi-
110092,have changed my name
from Ajay Kumar & Ajay Gupta
to Ajay Kumar Gupta for all
future purposes. 0040518601-2

I,Aditya Mohan Paul S/o
Narender Mohan Paul R/o-
1672,Brahmputra Apartment
Sector-29,Noida(U.P.)have
changed my name to Aditya
Paul for all future purposes

0040518639-1

I, Susheel Kumari D/o
Sh.Jagdish Lal and W/0
Sh.Deepak SekhriR/0.114,
Second-Floor, Chitra-Vihar,
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name to Sushil Sekhri.

0040518673-7

I, Sumit S/o Shri Mangal SainR/o
S-82/122,Jagdamba Camp,
Sheikh Sarai-I, Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi-110017, have
changed my name to Sumit
Kumar for all purposes.

0040518594-3

I, Sukhman Singh Sahni S/0O-
Swaranjeet Singh R/0-A-65,
Ground-Floor, Fateh-Nagar,
Jail-Road, TilakNagar, Delhi-
18,Have Changed My Name To
SukhmanSingh. 0040518731-8

I,Ridhima Kapoor W/o Sanjay
Kumar R/0-E-11, Sector-
27,Noida(U.P.) have changed
my name from Ridhimato
Ridhima Kapoor for all future
purposes. 0040518639-2

I, Sudhansu Kumar S/o Durga
Prasad R/0-RZF-1/7,2/F, Gali.
NO-5. Mahavir Enclave-1 ND-45
have changed my nameto
Sudhanshu Kumar.

0040518720-9

I, Sima Kumari W/o Sh. Shiv
Shankar Kumar R/o House
No.7, Chatterpur, Mehrauli,
New Delhi-110030, have
changed my name from Sima
Singh to Sima Kumari for all
purposes. 0040518636-1

I, Shusma W/o Mukesh Kapoor
R/0 H.No0.3355, TF, Mahindra
Park, Rani Bagh, New Delhi-
110034 have changed my name
to Sushma Kapoor for all
purposes. 0040518627-2

I, Shipra Rani W/o Rishabh
Bhalla R/0 A-40, East Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051. Changed
My Name To KhushiBhalla.

0040518731-4

I, Shantanu S/o Devanand
Pandey R/0-C-60, UGF-4, Rose
Apartment, Chattarpur Enclave
Phase-2, South/Delhi-110074
have changed my name to
Shantanu Pandey.

0040518738-3

I, Shabnam W/o0 Muzammil
Ahmad R/o H.N0.684, Sujru,
Muzaffarnagar, UP have
changed my name to Shabnam
Parveen, for all purposes.

0040518673-3

I, Shabina Aziz Qureshi W/o
Prateek Kundial R/0-G-18/46,
Top-Floor, Sector-15, Rohini,
Delhi-110089,have changed my
name to Shabina Kundial for all
purposes. 0040518720-2

I, Shabih Raza Naqvi S/o
Mohammad Yagoob Naqvi R/o
49/1, Gali No-7, Rashid Market
Delhi-110051, have changed my
name to Shabi Raza Naqvi.

0040518593-3

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o Ram Raj
Mishra R/0-G-63/6, Laxmi Park,
Nihal Vihar, Nangloi Delhi -
110041 have changed my name
to Sandeep Mishra.

0040518673-4

I, Manju Rani W/o-Deepak Ahuja
R/0-131-R, Model Town
Sonipat, have changed my
name to Mahika Arora, for all
purposes. 0040518720-8

I, Madhur Khetarpal R/0 Q-7/12,
Ground Floor, DLF Phase-2,
Gurgaon, Haryana has
changed my name to Madhur
Khetrapal. 0070681834-1

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o Ashok
Kumar Chopra., H.No.18E,
Second/Floor, GaliNo.3,
Ramnagar-Extn. Krishnanagar,
Delhi-110051 have changed my
name to Sandeep Kumar
Chopra. 0040518720-5

I, Sana Hasan R/o C-81 Gali No.
11/6 Chauhan Banger, Delhi
110053 have changed my name
to Sana Khan. 0070681832-1

I, Regan Keshodhan alias Regan
S/o Late.Bidhan Chand
Keshodhan H.No.8, Guru-
AngadNagar Extn.,
LaxmiNagar, Delhi-92 have
changed my name to Regan
Gupta for all future purposes

0040518720-3

I, Raman Kumar S/0 Manohar
Lal R/0.A-122,l1l-Floor, Sector-
2,Rohini, Delhi-110085. Have
Changed My Name To Raman
Kumar Luthara. 0040518731-7

I, Ram Suhag Maniji S/o Bijli
Manjhi R/o D-353, DDA Flat,
Bindapur Pocket-3, New Delhi-
59, have changed my name to
Ram Suhag Manjhi for all future
purposes. 0040518637-1

I, Rajesh Kumar,S/O-Shri.Hari
Ram Bansal, R/O-F-26/65,
Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-
110085,inform that Rajesh
Kumar,Rajesh Bansal & Rajesh
Kumar Bansal all are the name
of same person. 0040518738-2

I, RENU Gill W/o Ajay Dass R/0-
862/302 near-electric-power
Shalimar-gdn. have changed
my name., from Renu dass to
Renu Gill both are same
person, for all the future
purposes 0040518738-7

I, Privanka Khandelwal, W/o
Rohan Agarwal R/o KD-42, Kavi
Nagar, Near RajNagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P. 201002, have
changed my name after
marriage to Priyanka Agarwal
for all future purposes.

0040518597-1

I, Om Kumari W/o0 Sh.Brahmijit
Singh R/0-H.No.B-
51,Gali.No.7,Johripur
Extension, Gokalpuri,New
Delhi-110094,have changed my
name to NirmalaDevi after
marriage for all purposes.

0040518601-4

I, Muzammil Rana S/o Yamin
Ahmad R/o-Mohalla-Khalsa
Patti, Sujru, Muzaffarnagar
have changed my name to
Muzammil Ahamad, for all
purposes. 0040518673-2

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o Babu Ram
Kapoor R/0 H.N0.3355, TF,
Mahindra Park, Rani Bagh, New
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to Mukesh Kapoor for all
purposes. 0040518627-1

I, Meghatai D/o Dhanraj Sirsat
R/0- Qtr.N0.138/01, ME-Line-
505 ABW, Delhi Cantt-110010,
have changed my name to
Megha. 0040518673-6

I, Md Salim S/o Mohammad
Hasan R/0 444 Gali No-20,
Jafrabad Delhi-110053, have
changed my name
toMohammad Salim.

0040518593-1

I, Lal Singh R/0 Flat no-140,
Pocket-B, New MIG, Mayur
Vihar Phase 3, Delhi-110096,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Ritik Kumar to Ritik
Singh for all purposes.

0040518625-1

I, Krishan Kumar Bhanbheru,
Resident of VPO Indrapura, Dist
and Tehsil Churu (Rajasthan)
have changed my son’s name
from Naveen to Naveen
Bhanbheru Vide Affidavit
Dated 01/11/2019 before NCT of
Delhi. 0040518594-2

I, Krishan Kumar Bhanbheru,
Resident of VPO Indrapura, Dist
and Tehsil Churu (Rajasthan)
have changed my son’s name
from Ayush to Ayush
Bhanbheru Vide Affidavit
Dated 01/11/2019 before NCT of
Delhi. 0040518594-1

I, Khushbu Kumari W/o Shobhit
Goyal R/0-C-90, SF, DLF Dilshad-
Ext-2,Bhopura, Ghaziabad.
have changed my name to
Khushbu Shobhit Goyal.

0040518720-6

I, Harish Chandra S/o Late Raja
Ram R/o H.No 28 Gali No.2
Station Block, Kirari, Suleman
Nagar, Kirari Delhi-86 have
changed my name from Hari
Singh to Harish Chandraforall
future purposes 0040518598-1

I, Harbans Sharma S/o0 Sawen
Mal Sharma R/0 RZ-D-1/218,
GaliNo-5, Mahavir-Enclave,
New Delhi-110045. Have
Changed My Name to Harbans
Lal.,For All Purposes.

0040518738-6

I, Gaje Singh S/o0 Alam Singh R/o
House No.GB-61 Pul Pehladpur,
New Delhi-110044 have
changed my name from Gaje
Singh to Gajendra Singh, for all
purposes. 0040518610-1

I, Furkan Ali S/O0 Abdul Majeed
H.No-185, Nahal, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201302.
Changed My Name To Furkan.

0040518731-3

I, Devika D/o Sohan Lal and W/o
Barkat R/o H-409, ShakurpurJJ
Colony, Delhi-110034, have
changed my nameto Zainab
Rehman for all purposes.

0040518611-1

I, Deepak S/O-ShriSunder Singh
R/0-B-686,Phase-2,).)
Colony,Madanpur
Khadar,South East Delhi,have
changed my name to Deepak
Singh for all future purposes.

0040518441-2

I, Sadru Nisha W/0O-Abdul
Sattar., R/0-B-14/19, StreetNo-
12,Subhash Mohalla, North
Ghonda, Delhi-110053.,hanged
My Name To Sadrun Nisha.

0040518731-2

I, Rubala Begum W/o
Mohammad Salim R/o 444 Gali
No-20, Jafrabad Delhi-110053,
have changed my name to
Rubana Parveen. 0040518593-2

I, Neha D/o Nirmal Singh R/o0 B-
479, Avantika, Sector-1, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed my
to Navpreet Kaur for all
purposes. 0040518648-1

I, DEEPKRISHN Mukhiya, S/o
Lalan Mukhiya,R/0-51, T-
Huts,Industrial-Area
Kirtinagar, Delhi-15, inform
that name of mine & my father
has been wrongy written as
Deepkrishn Chaudhary & Lalan
Chaudhary inmy DL(DL-
0820150304559) and
RC(DL6SAT3304),But The actual
and correct name of mine and
my father are Deepkrishn
Mukhiya & Lalan Mukhiya.

0040518720-10

I, Bhawna Gupta W/o-Rajeev
Mittal, R/0-C-30, SF, Shivaji-
Park, PunjabiBagh West, New
Delhi-110026. also known as
Bhawna Mittal. Both are same
person. 0040518673-8

I, Baneet Kaur Sethi W/o
Gurbaksh Singh Bhamra R/0 93
A-C,Block-C, Ardee City,
Sector-52, Wazirabad(75),
Gurgaon-122003, have changed
my name to Baneet Kaur.

0040518611-2

I, Asim Keshodhan alias Asim
S/o Late Bidhan Chand
Keshodhan R/o House No.8,
Guru Angad Nagar Extn., Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi-92 have changed
my name to Asim Gupta for all
future purposes. 0040518720-4

I, Arun SharmaS/o0-Mr.Pramod
Kumar Sharma R/0-F-501,Pan
Oasis, Sector-70,Noida-
201301(UP),inform that Arun
Sharma and Arun Kumar
Sharma both are same person.

0040518601-6

I, Arti Katoch W/o Manoj
Ravindran Nair R/0-19/16,
Gulmohar Road, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201014 have
changed my name to Arti Nair.

0040518673-1

I, Anshu Ramesh Ahuja W/0O
Munish Kumar Arora R/o
H.no.331, Ground-Floor, Pkt-
9,Sector-21, Rohini,Delhi-
110086 .Changed My Name to
Anshu Arora. 0040518731-6

I, Anju Gambhir, W/O Manoj
Kakkar R/059/11,1st floor
kalkaji,New Delhi-110019,have
changed my name to Annu
Kakkar for all purposes.

0040518441-1

I, Anand R/0121/1, Baldev Park,
Krishna Nagar, East Delhi -
110051 have changed my name
to Anand kumar.

0070681837-1

I, Anam W/o Mohammad Sakif
R/0 2278-81, Gali Meer Wali
Turkman Gate Delhi-110006
have changed my name from
Anaam to Anam permanently.

0040518633-1

I, AmitS/0O Shyam Lal R/O W-
62/110, Indra Camp No-4,
VikasPuri, New Delhi-
110018.Changed My Name To
Amit Kumar. 0040518731-1

I, Amit Kumar Jain S/0 Lakhmi
Chand JainR/0O-G-3/71, Sector-
15, Rohini, Delhi-110085. Have
Changed My Name To Amit
Jain. 0040518731-5

I, Ajay Kumar Mittal S/o Ram
Chandra Mittal R/04/1225/UGF
Near Babu Ram School Bhola
Nath Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032, have changed my name
to Ajay Mittal. 0040518593-4

I, Ajay Chikara S/o Mahendra
Singh, R/0- Khanpur, Meerut,
U.P-250501. changed my name
to Ajay Kumar for all purposes.

0040518673-5

I, Adesh Tyagi S/o Baleshwar
Tyagi R/0 G-907, Fortune
Residency, Raj Nagar
Extension, Ghaziabad, UP-
201017 have changed my name
to Adesh Kumar Tyagi

0040518429-1

I Varuna D/o Brajbir Singh R/o0
H.No0.679, Type-3, Central Jail
Complex, Tihar Jail, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-110058, have
changed my name to Vaishali
Rajwal 0040518647-1

I Sudhir Sharma S/o0 Sh.Prem
Dutt Sharma R/0 D13A/8,
Ground Floor, Ardee City,
Sector-52, Gurugram have
changed the name of my minor
son from Rakshit Sharmato
Akkshay Sharma for all
purposes. 0040518705-1

I, Bimal Kumar Dixit S/o
Brijendra Nath Dixit R/o-
H.No.475,First Floor,Block-A,
Sector-46,Noida, G.B.Nagar,
U.P.,have changed my name
Vimal Dixit for all purpose.

0040518601-1

I Shrishti Gangwar Alias Srishti
Gangwar D/o Vijay Gangwar
and W/o Raahul Arora R/o0 C-61,
GF, Old Double Storey, Lajpat
Nagar-4, Lajpat Nagar, Delhi-
110024, have changed my name
to Srishti Gangwar.

0070681835-1

I Sharma Pinky Pitambar W/O
Girijesh Kashmira R/O-
Kamaluaganja Road
Himmatpur malla kusumkhera
Haldwani-Nainital
Uttarakhand-263139 Have
changed my name to PINKY
KASHMIRA. 0040518738-1

INaresh Kumar S/0
Late.Harishanker Gupta, H.NO-
58 Gali NO-14, Sanjaynagar
Delhi-33. Have Changed My
Name To Naresh Kumar Gupta
Permanently.

0040518673-9

ISandeep Kaur W/o Charanjeet
Singh R/0 B-1/209, Janak Puri,
Delhi-110058, have changed my
name to Sandeep Kaur Sethi.

0070681839-1

IRahul S/o Rajesh SharmaR/o
1/281 Flat No.S-2, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad UP-201012 have
changed my name from Rahul
to Rahul Sharma, for all
purposes 0040518608-1

I Priyanka Sachdeva W/0
Deepanshu Agarwal Resident
H.No-1024, Sector-12, Part-2,
Sonipat, Haryana Have
Changed My Name To
Priyanka. 0040518673-10

I Mehesh Kumar S/o Krishan Lal
Yadav R/0457/12,Krishna
Coloney, Gurugram Haryana-
122001 have change my name
Mehesh Kumar to Mahesh
Kumar for all future purposes.

0040518653-1

IMadhu Bala W/o Satish Kumar
R/0- A-118 F/F Yojana Vihar
Delhi-92. have changed my
name to Madhu Garg.

0040518720-7

I Darshan RohillaS/o Sunder
Singh RohillaR/0 RZ-12-A
DharampuraNajafgarh New
Delhi-110043 have changed the
name of my minor daughter
Kushi aged 15years and she
shall hereafter be known as
Khushi Rohilla. 0040518738-4

I Aslam Perwez S/o Nawab
Hussain R/0 N-140/B, Abul
Fazal Enclave Part-I, Jamia
Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi-25
have Changed my Name
Spelling From Aslam Parvez to
Aslam Perwez for All Future
Purposes. 0040518635-1

I Amit S/o Satpal Singh R/o D-29,
Rajeev Nagar Begampur Delhi-
86 have changed my nameto
Amit Dhanda. 0040518720-1

Ex service man Harish Kumar
Sharma (Army no-13579100P)
S/o pooran prakash sharma
R/o-Village-Ranapur p.o-
siyanadist-bulandshahr, up
inform that name of my son
has been wrongly mentioned
as Ankit Kumar Sharma.ln my
Army services record.The
correct name is Ankit sharma.
For all the future purposes.

0040518738-8

BUSINESS

Roman, Ro, Zeus, Roxy 4 new
brands by Roman
Pharmaceuticals and
healthcare private limited
offering servicesin
telemedicine, healthcare,
health information services,
Retail Pharmacy, personal
medical data management:
contact@roman.in

0040518433-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Nilmani Kumar S/0 Anil Roy
R/030/32,2nd Floor, Old
Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-
110060, have lost my 10th Pass
Certificate, Year of Passing
2011, Index Number
T/1209/312, ICSE Board. School
Name- Don Bosco Academy,
P.O. Digha Ghat, Patna.

0040518588-1

I,Sachin Kumar Singh S/o
Mangat Singh R/o.Village-
Khangoura NTPC-Dadri,
Gautambudh Nagar,U.P.,have
lost my allotment letter No.-
BHS0673010 of my property-D-
74,0micron-2,Greater
Noida,U.P. 0040518601-3

I, KULDEEP Kumar S/o Virender
Kumar Singh, H.no-A-48 25-
foota-road st.no-2 saboli-
Delhi-93 have lost my original
certificate class-12th year-
2014 Rolln0-9641038 CBSE-
Delhi. 0040518738-9

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is General Public Notice is to
hereby inform that Mr. Yogesh Luthra
vide deed dt. 15.7.2019 has no
assoitation with partnership firm Hotel
Wow with effect from 15.07.2019. As
per the deed Mr. Obaidur Rahman Amir
has agreed to take all liabilities and
obligations and further agreed to
indemnify Mr. Yogesh Luthra for all or
any loss arising out of any transaction of
Hotel Wow. It is thus requested if any
representation made on behalf of the
Hotel Wow with effect from 15.07.2019.
Mr.  Yogesh shall not be held
responsible or liable for any liabilities.
Sd/-
(RAJESH JINDAL) ADVOCATE
Chamber No 291,
Patiala House Court New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Ashok S/O Late Shri
Choti Ram R/O L 1A/124 block L-
1A Sangam Vihar New Delhi
110062 have severed all relations
and disowned and Disinherited
his Son Pawan from his all
movable-immovable properties
due to his disobedience. If
anybody deals with him, he will
do so at his/her own risk, cost and
consequences. My client shall not
be responsible for his any acts.
Sd/-
Saurabh Sharma (Advocate)
En. No. D-1769-A/05

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL CONCERNED
that my client Sh. Jitender Kumar S/o
Late Sh. Kiran Pal Singh and his wife
Smt. Snehlata, both R/o quarter No.
149, Police Colony, Hauz Khas, New
Delhi have no connection with their son
Harit Kumar Tomar and his wife Smt.
Anjlee D/o Sh. Parvesh Chauhan. By
this notice my above named client
hereby disown and debar the
abovesaid their son and his wife from
inheriting the rights, titles, interests and
liens etc. in respect of their self-
acquired or inherited properties
including all movable and immovable
assets. Henceforth they and any of their
issue/child shall have no claim or
interest in their movable or immovable
properties.
My clients will not be responsible for
any acts and deeds of above named
son and his wife. Anyone dealing with
them shall be doing so at his/her/ their
own risk, cost and consequence.
Mohd. Asif
(Advcate)
329, Lawyers Chambers Block
Saket Court, New Delhi-110017

To be known to all that], MR. TARUN
DHUPAR S/O SURENDER KUMAR
DHUPAR R/0O FLAT NO. 38, LORD
BUDDHA APARTMENT, PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEW DELH]I, lost documents
in respect of FLAT NO.38, LORD
BUDDHA C.G.H.S LTD, PLOT NO. 4,
ROHTAKROAD,NEARINDER
ENCLAVE,PASCHIM VIHAR, NEW
DELHI,MEMBERSHIPNO.83.DDA
FILENO.F8(52649)/19/GH/DDA,
has applied for conversion of the
aforesaid FLAT from lease hold to
free hold in DDA. The original
document (1"1]2/[ SHARE CERTIFICTE
2) ALLOTMENT LETTER (3)
OSSESSION LETTER of the above
flat have been lost. An FIR to this
effect has been lodged in Police
Station, New Delhi, vide LR
No:1835243/2019, DATED
30/09/2019. Any person(s)
claiming any right, interest, having
any objection or found in
possession of original documents,
may write/contact with above
named person at above
address/phone n0.9354781694
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest,
objections with resFect to this
property can personally inform or
write to Dy. Director (lGH) DDA,
Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that, my client Vijay
Gupta resident of DU-131, Pitam Pura,
Delhi- 110034, Allottee of Plot No. 27,
Block & Pocket-G-7, Sector-11, Rohini in
the scheme/are of Rohini Residential
Scheme Delhi, has applied for
conversion of the aforesaid plot from
leasehold to freehold vide application
Dated 09.07.2019 in DDA The original
FILE of above said plot has/have been
lost. An FIR on this effect has been
lodged in Police Station L.R. No.
1115910/2019 Dated 04.06.2019.
Any person (s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may
write contact, with above named person
at above address/Phone No.
9810074321 within 15 days from the date
of publication of this Notice. The person
claiming any right interest, objections with
respect to this property can personal
inform or write to Dy. Director (LAB)
Residential, C-2, Block, 3rd floor, Vikas
Sadan, INA, New Delhi- 110023 or
Director, (RL) A-Block, 1st Floor, Vikas
Sadan, INA, New Delhi- 110023.
Sd/-
ANGAD SAPRA (ADVOCATE)
Enrollment No. D/2641/219

Tender Notice No. 02 of 2019-20(e)

For and on behal of the Managing Director of Jammu & Kashmir Housing Board, e-Tenders are invited from Registered/Approved/Reputed
PWD/CPWD/MES Contractors/Firms/Companies having sufficient experience for below mentioned works on Turnkey basis (i.e.l Architectural Planning with
Design & Execution in Pre-Engineered Technology).

Sr.
No.

1.

pOO~

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.

Name of the Work Estimated Cost
(In Rs.)
Design, Execution of Pre-Engineered (Pre-Cast) 448 Lacs

Building Structure for Balance/ Superstructure Work
of UG Girls Hostel at Government Degree College,
Kargil on Turnkey basis.

Position of Funds: Demanded.

CLASSIFIEDS 8 TENDERS 17

Earnest Money  Time of Class of Tender Fee/Cost of
(InRs.) Comp. Contract Tender Document
8.96 Lacs 12 Months AAY/ Rs. 10,000/-
Special

Tender Fee to be deposited into Account No. 0547040500013946,J&K Bank JVC, Bemina through e-Challan/ Treasury Receipt.

Documents to be uploaded; Copy of Valid Enlistment along with up-to-day Renewal, GST, PAN Card, Tender Fee and EMD.

Original Copies Payment viz. EMD and Tender Fee are to be deposited by the lowest Bidder within two days from the date he is declared as lowest
along with additional performance security if required accordance with special condition.

Online Bidding Schedule:

04.11.2019

06.11.2019 (10.00 A.M.)

08.11.2019 (10.00 A.M.)

30.11.2019 (04.00 P.M.)

18.11.2019 (11.00 A.M.) at DGM Office Habitat Centre, Bemina Srinagar
03.12.2019 (02.00 P.M.)

To be Notified Latter

Deputy General Manager Unit 2nd Habitate Centre, Bemina Srinagar
Managing Director, J&K Housing Board, Bemina Srinagar

Director Finance, J&K Housing Board, Bemina Srinagar

Director Finance, J&K Housing Board, Bemina Srinagar

Date of Issue of Tender Notice

Start Date for Downloading of Bidding Documents
Bid Submission Start Date

Bid Submission End Date

Date and Time of Pre-Bid Meeting

Date and Time of Opening of Technical Bids

Date and Time of Opening Financial Bids

Tender Inviting Authority

Tender Opening/Receiving Authority

Earnest Money (CDR/FDR/BG) to be pledged in favour of
Tender Fee to be drawn in favour of

Terms and Conditions:-

1.

The NIT Consisting of Qualifying Information, Eligibility Criteria,
Specifications, Bill of Quantities (B.0.Q.), Set of Terms and
Conditions of Contract and other details can be seen/downloaded
from the Department website: www.jktenders.gov.in upto above
Bidding Schedule.

The Bids shall be deposited in Electronic Format onthe Department
website: www.jktenders.gov.in upto above Bidding Schedule.

The Technical Bids uploaded on the website upto due scheduled
date and time will be Opened Online by the Tender Opening
Authority in his Office Chambers on above said Date and Time in
presence of the Bidders who wish to be present and the Financial
Bids of the only Bidders who will qualify in Technical Evaluation will
be Opened Online on any next date convenient to the Tender
Opening. In case of holidays or office happens to be closed on the
date of opening of Bids, the Bids will be opened on the next work-
ing day at the same Time and Venue.

The complete Bidding Process will be Online.

Bids must be accompanied with Cost of Tender Document is shape
of Demand Drafts and Earnest Money/Bid Security in favour/
pledged to the Authority shown above.

The Bids for the work/s shall remain valid for a period of 90 (Ninety)
days from the Date of Opening of Bids. However the validity of the
Tenders can be extended with the mutual consent of the Bidders
and the Tender Receiving Authority.

The Earnest Money shall be forfeited, if:-

Any Bidder/Tenders withdrawn his Bid/Tender during the period of
Bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and conditions of the Bid.
In case Contractor fails to execute the agreement within 28 days
after fixation of contract.

Instructions to Bidders regarding e-Tendering Process.

Bidders are advised to downloaded Bid Submission manual from
the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” from

15.
16.

No.: HU-2nd/SGR/635-646
Dated: 04.11.2019
DIPK-NB-0910/M

website: www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint himself Bid Submission
Process.

To participate in Bidding Process, Bidders have to get “Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) as per information Technology Act,
2000. Bidders can get Digital Certificate from any Approved
Vendors.

The Bidders have to submit their Bids Online in Electronic Format with
Digital Signature. No Financial Bid will be accepted in Physical Form.
Bids will be Opened Online as per time schedule mentioned above.
Bidders must ensure to upload Scanned Copy of all necessary doc-
uments like CDR/FDR/PAN/GST/Deposit Receipt/Sales Tax
Clearance Certificate/ Registration Card duly renewed and any
other relevant document required as per Tender Document.

The Department will not be responsible for delay in Online
Submission due to any reason.

Scanned Copy of Cost of Tender Document in shape of Demand
Draft in favour of the Authority prescribed above and Earnest
Money/Bid Security in shape of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee pledged
to Authority prescribed above must be uploaded with the Bid.
Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” Area in their user on
e-Tendering Portal to store such documents as are required.

The Tenders Receiving Authority reserves the right to accept or reject
any Tender or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

The Bidders are advised to have site visit of the proposed work
before Tendering.

The Bidders shall have to submit their Tenders in two covers. Cover
1 to include information with documentary proof.

Cover 2 should contain the Cost Offer/Price Bid of the Bidder.

All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form-25 (Double
Agreement Form).

Sd/- Deputy General Manager
Housing Unit-2nd, J&K Housing Board,
Srinagar



POLICE HEADQUARTERS, CHHATTISGARH, NAVA RAIPUR, ATAL NAGAR 492 002

No.PHQ/Sec-10/Kit-Clo/(28)/4983/19
Sealed tenders are being invited from Manufacturers (OEM) for the following item:-

SLNo Name of Item Qty Specification EMD in Rs. Remarks

1 Mosquito Net
(Single Nets) Nos.
Colour-Khaki

Nava Raipur, Dated 31/10/2019

25000 As per Section-IV 2 (0,000/- 2 Nos. Advance Sample to prove
conformity to the specification
must be submitted with Lab Test

Report approved from Textile
Committee (Ministry of Textile),
Govt. of India, Mumbai.

The cost of the tender document, State Govt. Challan of Rs. 2000/- (Rupees Two thousand only) amount to be deposit-
ed in the Head of A/C- 0055-Police-800-other receipt or it shall be in the form of Demond Draft of State Bank of
India/scheduled Bank (other than cooperative Bank) payable at Raipur in favour of Assistant Inspector General of
Police (Accounts), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar Raipur. Tender Fee is non refundable and can’t be

exempted in any condition. The tender document may be obtained from the following address:

Spl. D.G. (P&P)
Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar, Nava Raipur.
Pin:- 492 002. Phone & Fax: 0771-2431210, 2229622

The tender offer in the prescribed tender form along with all the relevant documents sealed and

completed in all the respect must be submitted as per the schedule below.
SCHEDULE FOR TENDER

a) Address for submission of tender document :-
b) Last date & time for Submission of Tender Document:- 02/12/2019 till 03.00 pm

c) Place, Time and Date of opening Technical Bid :-
02/12/2019 till 04.00 pm

Shall be intimated.
180 days from the scheduled date of submission of the Bid.

d) Place, Time and Date of opening Financial Bid :-
e) Date till which the Bid to remain valid :-

Note:- 1. In case of tender opening date being declared as holiday, tenders will be opened on next working day.

Spl. D.G. (P&P), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar, Raipur.

Spl. D.G. (P&P), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar, Raipur.

2. Tender documents can be downloaded from website www.cgpolice.gov.in and at the time of submission date, tender document fee

2000/- will be paid in the form of State Govt. Challan or demand draft.

3. Modification/Amendments/Corrigendum, if any shall not be Advertised on the news paper but shall be published in the aforesaid web

site only. Sd/-

D.I.G. of Police (P&P)

74592 For-Director General of Police

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING — TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE
1. The Government of Tamilnadu has received a Financing (Loan No. IN8499) from the
World Bank towards the cost of Tamil Nadu Road Sector Project Il and it is intended
that part of the proceeds will be applied to eligible payments under the contracts
for which this Invitation for Bids is issued.

2. The due date for the tender is extended as follows:

Lastdate Dateand
S. .. Sale andtime  time of
N Description IFB No period forreceipt opening
of bid of bid
1 Angiography C-Arm RSP2/NCB/TNRSP-II/ Upto 26.11.19, 26.11.19,
based with Angiosuite (1) TNMSC/ENGG/19 25.11.19 03.00PM 04.00 PM

dt.02.05.19

For details visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and TNMSC website: www.tnmsc.com .

DIPR/4053/Tender/2019 General Manager (E)

The Regional Director BARCF(V) on behalf of the President of India invites online
bids in two parts i.e. Part A (Techno-Commercial ) bid and Part B (Financial) bid , from
eligible contractors for the following work :

: . Tender
Estimated EMD Period Cost of :
SI. Ter‘:(-;ler Name of the work Cost Amount of Tender Pm(:‘zzsmg
No. N (Rs.) in (Rs.) Con- Document .
o (to be paid
Lakhs. tract  (Rs) o misim)
Design ,construc-
tion ,fabrication
,supply,erection,
BAR- installation , testing
CF-V/ and commissioning of 12
1 ESS-V/ 3MLD water treatment  650.00 13,00,000.00 Nil. Rs.5900.00
2019 plant at new campus of Months
/33 BARC Atchutapuarm

near Visakhapatnam
,Andhra Pradesh as a
turnkey project.

Tender Documents shall be available for view/ download in e-tendering website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE
from 06.11.2019 to 22.11.2019 (16:00 hrs). Only detailed NIT is also available in web site  www.barc.gov.in.
For assistance in training for e-tendering, obtaining digital signature or registering with e-tender website
contact : (1) Shri. Rudresh : 09969395522 or email: twhelpdesk231@gmail.com. (2) Shri. Vikram
Verma (Vizag) : 9849126688 or email: twhelpdesk394@gmail.com. (3)Tender Wizard Help desk :
080 40482000 (9 AM to 6 PM — Mon to Sat).

For further information regarding the tender / assistance /clarifications please contact on (0891) 2838022/38/43

on all working days.
g day (D. Venkateswarlu)

Regional Director, BARCF(V)
for and on behalf of the President of India.

S0%0 TR SIEfE BRURIE  fio
s—fder Y foaR @ 59 safe
gRT M= s—ffaer =T Ho
ETD/MT/T-12/19-20 I f& 04.11.2019
DI Golll WA o, & W H gfud
BT © o Saa Hfaer § waiw Afaerera
ERT 9T A ford 91 & &RoT (Afaer gaer
gt @I fQ9id 16.11.2019 Tdh fARATRd @I
ST & | AT www.etender.up.nic.in TR
IR & 1 a1, faaRoT / Srears ae
I Bl A1 gpR & Hened /IR 2g
Mfaer e o [ 9% d i @R
Fhd Bl A9 = W 9 I Jemad
RS | BTSRRI fagd uRyoT wWus
"ORYYT Yd=*, 130—10 faaqeIiRAT Ut ®id
F0:— 0121—2647227 Ud 3635 /faur@ .
/ Tfder == fasth 04.11.2019

On-line Tender is hereby invited from Regd. Firms
dealing with Printing of Answer Sheets, Mark sheets,
Certificates and Security Envelops & Providing of Various
Services relating to Examinations for Conducting the var-
ious Exams by the Council. For Details please visit
https://etenders.hry.nic.in.

Sd/- Registrar.

E.L.D.C.No.SMII/P3/9770/2019
E-TENDER

e-bids are invited for Supply, Installation and Commissioning
of Remote Group Control and Monitoring for 7077 feeder pillar
boxes and connected LED Street Light Fittings including Annual
Maintenance of Street light controller system for 5 years in
Zones | to XV, at Greater Chennai Corporation, by SE/Electrical.

The tentative value of the package is Rs.40,42,38,240/-

Interested bidders can participate in E-tender through the
website http://tntenders.gov.in at 03.00 p.m. on 10.12.2019.
E-Tenders will be opened on 11.12.2019 at 03.15 p.m. in the
chamber of Superintending Engineer.

DIPR/4072/Tender/2019 SE/Electrical (i/c)

ODISHA STATE MEDICAL CORPORATION LIMITED.
(A Government of Odisha Undertaking)
Office: Convent Square, In front of Ram Mandir,
Bhubaneswar - 751007, Odisha
Website: www.osmcl.nic.in, e-mail rec.osmcl@nic.in
Advertisement for recruitment
(Revised Dateline)

No. 02 /OSMCL/HR/2019 Date: 04.11.2019
In pursuance of Odisha State Medical Corporation Ltd.
(OSMCL) advertisement no. 01/OSMCL/HR/2019, dated
15.10.2019, the last date for online submission of application is
hereby extended to 16.11.2019, 11.59 PM in respect to the
posts of Biomedical Engineer & Biomedical Jr. Engineer only
and the last date of receipt of application and documents by
speed post / registered post for the aforesaid posts is extended
to 23.11.2019, 5.30 PM. Applications received by speed post /
registered post after 23.11.2019, 5.30 PM for the aforesaid
posts will be rejected. The dateline for other posts remains

unchanged.

CAD-537

Sd/
Managing Director
Odisha State Medical Corporation
10112/11/0012/1920
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E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Civil Division No.
IV, lIrrigation & Flood Control
Department Govt. of NCT of Delhi, L.M.
Bund Office Complex, Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-31 invites on behalf of President
of India online Percentage rate tender
from approved and eligible contractors
registered with of Irrigation & Flood
Control Department upto 3.00PM dated
on 06.11.2019 for the works:

H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT.OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

1. NIT No. 35/ RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_182984_1) Name of
work: - Construction of elevated plat-
form for transformer on Brahmpuri main
road in Seelampur Constituency, AC-65.
Estimated Cost of Rs 23,21,562/-
Earnest Money Rs 46,431/ period of
completion 60 days

H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT.OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT
2. NIT No. 94/RE/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_182982_1) Name of
work: - Improvement of damaged street
of Shanti mohalla colony in Gandhi
Nagar AC 61. Estimated Cost of Rs
87,30,513/- Earnest Money Rs
1,74,610/- period of completion 120
days

H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT.OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

3. NIT No. 113/ /RE/CD-I1V/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC 182733_1) Name of
work: -Construction of badminton
Courts at Mini staidium, Raj Garh colony
& Mahavir Swami Park, Kailash Nagar
in Gandhi Nagar Constituency, AC-61.
Estimated Cost of Rs 12,28,707/-
Earnest Money Rs 24,574/- period of
completion 45 days

H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE)
MAINTEANCE DRAINAGE

4. NIT No. 151/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_182736_1) Name of
work: Construction of Protection wall
around open section of Bund drain on
the covered portion of Bund Drain
(Park) between near RD 2200m to RD
2300M. Estimated Cost of Rs
15,53,297/-Earnest Money Rs 31,066/-
period of completion 90 days

H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE)
MAINTEANCE DRAINAGE

5. NIT No. 152/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_182737_1) Name of
work: Protection of boundary wall and
construction of service road for sump at
RD 400m of Escape Drain Nof.
Estimated Cost of Rs 18,30,645/-
Earnest Money Rs 36,613/- period of
completion 60 days

H.O.A.: 4225 Plan improvement of SC
Basties (SCSP))

6. NIT No. 153/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC 182988_1)

Name of work:. Improvement of dam-
aged streets A & B Block of Jagatpuri in
Krishna Nagar AC-60 (EB no 38 & 42-
2). Estimated Cost of Rs 85,45,644/-
Earnest Money Rs 1,70,913/- period
of completion 120 days

H.O.A.: 4225 Plan improvement of SC
Basties (SCSP)

7. NIT No.154/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_182995_1) Name of
work: Improvement of damaged Street
No. 5 and its link of Ambedkar Basti,
Maujpur in Seelampur AC-65 (EB No.
75-2, 76, 77-2). Estimated Cost of Rs
43,78,185/- Earnest Money Rs 87,564/
period of completion 90 days

H.O.A.: Development of Unauthorised
colonies

8. NIT No. 107/ RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183068_1) Name of
work: - Repair / Restoration of dam-
aged streets in Bhajanpura CA-Block in
Ghonda Constituency, AC-66 .( Regn
No 472) including maintenance for 5
years. (Balance Work). Estimated Cost
of Rs 12,05,978/ Earnest Money Rs
24,120/-period of completion 45 days
H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT.OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT
9. NIT No. 120//RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183062_1) Name of
work: - Improvement of balance dam-
aged street No. 2 of Bajrang Bali
Mohalla including its links in Maujpur in
seelampur AC-65. Estimated Cost of
Rs 27,35,017/- Earnest Money Rs
54,700/ period of completion 60 days
H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT.OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT
10. NIT No.121/ /RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-
20 (ID No. 2019_IFC_183063_1) Name
of work: Improvement of damaged
street in Chauhan Bangur in ward No.
41E in seelampur AC 65. Estimated
Cost of Rs 89,34,443/- Earnest Money
Rs 1,78,689/- period of completion
140 days

H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT.OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT
11. NIT No. 123/ /RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-
20 (ID No. 2019_IFC_183066_1) Name
of work: Improvement of damages
street No 6, 8, link fron No 23 to 12
(Gaddhe wali masijid), 48/A of Chauhan
bangar & street no 13 &15 Vijay mohal-
la in seelampur AC-65.Estimated Cost
of Rs 46,01,463/- Earnest Money Rs
92,029/-period of completion 90 days
H.O.A.: VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT
UNDER IDRUV

12. NIT No.126/RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183077_1) Name of
work: - Renovation of Rajesh Pilot
Chaupal at Mahali Mohalla in Ghonda
Constituency AC 66. Estimated Cost of
Rs 30,77,693/- Earnest Money Rs
61,554/- period of completion 150

days
H.O.A.: VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT
UNDER IDRUV

13. NIT No. 127/RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183076_1) Name of
work:- Covering of Ilind Floor and
Renovation of existing Chaupal No. 2 at
village Ghondli in Krishna Nagar
Assembly Constituency, AC-60
Estimated Cost of Rs 54,16,260
Earnest Money Rs 1,08,325/- period
of completion 180 days
Note: 1) The enlistment of the contrac-
tors should be valid on the last date of
opening of tender. In case only the last
date of opening of tender is extended,
the enlistment of contractor should be
valid on the original date of opening of
tenders.
2) The following Scanned copies are
required to be uploaded: - (i) Copy of
GST Registration /upto date file
returned proof (ii) Registration of enlist-
ment in the appropriates class.(iii)
Scanned Copy of EMD.(iv) Scanned
copy of ESI and EPF registration.(v)
Copy of Pan Number. (vi) Valid Mobile
Number, WhatsApp Number and E-mail
ID.
(3) EMD's in the form of DD/FDR in
favour of EE, CD-IV may be submitted
in the O/o of EE, CD-IV physically upto
3.00 P.M.in the date of opening tender.
If the same shall not be deposited phys-
ically, the tender shall be treated as can-
celled. The Detail of above mentioned
work can be seen and downloaded from
website http://govtprocurement.
delhi.gov.in 4) No manual tender shall
be accepted; only tender submitted
through e-procurement portal shall be
considered.
Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

DIP/Shabdarth/0940/19-20

E - TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, Civil
Division No.V, Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi. Near Paryavaran Complex,
Saiduilajab New Delhi 110030 invites
on behalf of President of India, on line
percentage rate tender from
approved and eligible contractors
registered with Irrigation and Flood
Control Department up to 3:00 P.M on
dates mentioned as below.

1. NIT 148/2019-20/EE/CD-V/ Acs
/(ID  No. 2019_IFC_183043_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:-Construction of
road & drain in R block Harinagar& D
block JaitpurExtn in Badarpur
constituency AC-53. E.C.Rs.
91,91,872/- Earnest Money Rs
1,83,837/- Period of Completion
120 Days. (Date of opening 07-11-
2019).

2. NIT 149/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs

/(ID No. 2019_IFC_183044_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing &

Fixing RCC Manhole covers & Gully
Traps and Precast RCC slabs & RCC
Bench for different drains & different
location in Badarpur Constituency
AC-53. E.C. Rs. 85,73,047/- Earnest
Money Rs 1,71,461/- Period of
Completion 90 Days. (Date of
opening 07-11-2019).

3. NIT 150/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs
/(ID No. 2019_IFC_183045_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W:- Construction of
Road & Drain in Mithapur Area in
Part-1,ILIII in Badarpur constituency
AC 53 E.C.Rs. 92,28,193/- Earnest
Money Rs 1,84,564/- Period of
Completion 120 Days. (Date of
opening 07-11-2019).

4. NIT 151/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs
/(ID No. 2019_IFC_183047_1 (
Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing & fixing
of 250 Nos. of Signage Boards at
different locations in Badarpur
Assembly Constituency (AC-53). E.C.
Rs. 43,68,382/- Earnest Money Rs
87,368/- Period of Completion 90
Days. (Date of opening 07-11-2019).
5. NIT 152/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs
/(ID No. 2019_IFC_183048_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Construction of
Road & Drain in Molarband Area in
Badarpur constituency AC 53 E.C.
Rs. 92,60,859/- Earnest Money
Rs1,85,217/- Period of Completion
120 Days. (Date of opening 07-11-
2019).

6. NIT 153/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs
/(ID  No. 2019_IFC_183051_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Construction of
Road & Drain in | Block Harinagar in
Badarpur constituency AC 53 E.C.
Rs. 92,31,719/- Earnest Money Rs
1,84,634/- Period of Completion
120 Days. (Date of opening 07-11-
2019).

7. NIT 154/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs
/(ID  No. 2019_IFC_183052_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Development of
Park in Tajpur village near DEBU
Camp in Badarpur Constituency (AC-
53) E.C. Rs. 17,16,114/- Earnest
Money Rs 34,322/- Period of
Completion 120 Days. (Date of
opening 07-11-2019.

8. NIT 155/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs/
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183055_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 4217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Construction of
Shed including flooring at Masjid
Moth in Malviya Nagar Assembly
constituency AC-43. E.C. Rs.
5,16,891/- Earnest Money Rs
10,338/- Period of Completion 90
Days. (Date of opening 07-11-2019).
9. NIT 156/2019-20/EE/CD-V/ Acs/
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183057_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 4217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Construction of
boundary wall including repair of
broken pavement at Green Park in
Malviya Nagar Assembly
Constituency AC-43. E.C. Rs.
24,72,690/- Earnest MoneyRs
49,454/- Period of Completion 120
Days. (Date of opening 07-11-2019).
10. NIT 157/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs/
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183058_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 4217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providng and
fixing Signage board in Aya Nagar,
Ghitorni,Jaunapur in  Chattarpur
Assembly Constituency AC-46. E.C.
Rs. 12,09,195/- Earnest Money Rs
24,184/- Period of Completion 90
Days. (Date of opening 07-11-2019).
11. NIT 158/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs
/(ID No. 2019_IFC_183059_1 (
Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing of 156 No.s of security gates in
different blocks at different locations
in Sangam  Vihar  Assembly
Constituency (AC-49).(PART A) E.C.
Rs. 87,04,911/- Earnest Money
Rs1,74,098/- Period of Completion
120 Days. (Date of opening 07-11-
2019).

12. NIT 159/2019-20/EE/CD-V/Acs/
(ID No. 2019_IFC_183060_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:- 2217
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Improvement of
street No. 19, 21 and 33 of Block
Tughlagabad extension in Sangam
Vihar Assembly Constituency (AC-
49). E.C. Rs. 85,79,096/- Earnest
Money Rs 1,71,582/- Period of
Completion 120 Days. (Date of
opening 07-11-2019).

Note:-

1). The enlistment of the contractors
should be valid on the last Date of
opening of tenders. In case the last
Date of opening of tender is extended
the enlistment of contractor should be
valid on the original Date of opening
of tenders.

2) Earnest Money in physical form i.e.
deposited at FDR/Banker cheque
/Demand Draft of schedule bank
issued in favour of EE CD V I&FC
Deptt. should be deposited in the
office of EE CD V I&FC Deptt. Govt.
of NCT of Delhi Saidulajab near
Paryavaran complex New Delhi 30.
On or before the last date and time.

3) Details of above mentioned work
can be seen and downloaded from
website  http://govtprocurement.
delhi.gov.in

4) Tender submitted through e-
procurement portal shall be accepted
only.

5) yCorrigendum, if any will be
published on e-procurement web side
only.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CD-V.
DIP/Shabdarth/0938/19-20
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PorLicy WATCH
RCEP

India’s decision is
‘absolutely final’
for now: Goyal

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

INDIA’S DECISION to be out of
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
is “final” unless other coun-
tries involved in the pact up-
hold its demands, said
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday. At the same time,
doors for further negotiations
remained open as India did
not exit the deal on a bitter
note that would lead to uncer-
tainty inits economic and po-
litical relation with these
countries, according to him.

“Forthe present, itisafinal
decision. We are not joining
RCEP,” said Goyal during a
briefing on the decision in
New Delhi.

He suggested that if the
remaining 15 RCEP partici-
pating countries “make a sin-
cere effort” to resolve India’s
concerns and give it the con-
fidence that they will help it
“balance this trade inequal-
ity”, the country may re-ini-
tiate talks to join the mega
trade deal.

“In international engage-
ment and international rela-
tions..we always talk to coun-
tries. The doors never shut for
anybody. But, as I said, for the
present, the decision is ab-
solutely final,” he said. “All
these issues have been pend-
ing for a long time, they have
been in negotiation for a long
time. The onus is on other na-
tions torespond toIndia’s con-
cernsand India’srequestsand
therefore I think this will only
strengthen India’s position in
the future.”

The minister had report-
edly stated during a visit to
Nagpur in October that re-
maining out of RCEP would
leave India “isolated” from a
large trading bloc.

“As regards isolation,
India has not got out of the
pact in an acrimonious man-
ner,” he told reporters during
the briefing Tuesday. “We
have put forth ourissues with
logical reasoning. The other
countries have all appreciated
India’s concerns. They have
appreciated that the points
that India is negotiating are
fair and just and
therefore...have assured India
that they still want India tobe
a part of the regional trade

The Commerce
Minister said if the
remaining 15 RCEP
participating
countries “make a
sincere effort” to
resolve India’s
concerns, the Centre
may re-initiate talks
to join the trade deal

agreement and will make an
effort to address our con-
cerns,” he said.

The Narendra Modi-led
government had been “less
enthusiastic” about the deal
than the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government
that had initiated talks to par-
ticipate, but could not close the
discussions citing a change in
government, said Goyal. The
current government had, over
the last five years of negotia-
tions, put forth “very strong
demands” on aspects like
services and investments that
it felt would help balance re-
gional trade, according to him.

“..Until recently, India was
an outlier in 49 of the nearly
70-odd issues that were under
negotiations. For the last five
years, we have consistently
negotiated what is good for
the people of India, what is
good for the industry, what is
good for farmers, whatis good
for the economy in India,” he
said. According to him, India’s
decision to stand its ground
had prevented RCEP negotia-
tions from concluding by the
earlier deadline of 2016.

“We were seeking to open
the Indian market (in return)
forIndia’s products where we
want access like textiles, like
automobiles, like gems and
jewellery,” said Goyal.

Meanwhile, India plans on
re-starting negotiations for a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with the European Union,
which could open up “large
markets” for the country’s tex-
tile, agricultural and services
sector as well as opportunities
forthe gemsand jewelleryin-
dustry, said Goyal.

RCEP is a mega free trade
agreement between 10
ASEAN group countries, China,
Japan, South Korea, Australia,
New Zealand and, until re-
cently, India.

SOLUTION TO BE BASED ON ‘MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING’

SOWMIYAASHOK
SHANGHAI,NOVEMBER 5

ADAY after India withdrew from
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
over “significant outstanding is-
sues”, China indicated its willing-
ness towork out a solution based
on “mutual understanding and
accommodation”.

“The RCEPis open. We will fol-
low the principles of mutual un-
derstanding and accommodation
to resolve the outstanding prob-
lems raised by India. We wel-
come Indiajoining the RCEPatan
early date,” Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Geng
Shuang said.

On Monday;, India said at the
RCEP summit in Bangkok that it
will not join the 16-nation trade
agreement since the outcome is
“neither fair nor balanced” even
as the other 15 nations in the re-
gional grouping — 10 of ASEAN
plus China, Japan, South Korea,
Australiaand New Zealand — de-
cided to sign the pact next year.

A joint statement issued at
the summit said: “India has sig-
nificant outstanding issues,
which remain unresolved. All
RCEP Participating Countries will
work together to resolve these
outstanding issues in a mutually
satisfactory way. India’s final de-
cision willdepend on satisfactory
resolution of these issues.”

Among the fears expressed by
opponents of the deal was that it

Will resolve India’s RCE
hopeitjoins early, says

BEIJING REACHES OUT

Ml A statement said: “China
does not deliberately
pursue a trade surplus with
India. We can expand our
cooperation in investment,
production capacity and
tourism in order to create
abigger pie for sustainable
and balanced
development”

would lead to the Indian market
being flooded by Chinese goods
in key sectors. Speaking at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Beijing, Geng said RCEP’s signing
and implementation by India
would have been conducive for
more Indian goods to enter China
and other participating countries.

“Likewise, it would have been
conducive for Chinese goods to
enter India and other markets.
India and China are large emerg-
ing countries with a huge market
of 2.7 billion which has a huge po-
tential. In the last five years,
China’s imports from India have
increased by 15 per cent,” he said.

“China does not deliberately
pursue a trade surplus with India.
We can expand our cooperation
ininvestment, production capac-
ity and tourism in order to create
a bigger pie for sustainable and
balanced development,” he said.

Responding to a question on
whether India’s withdrawal will
dent the RCEP, Geng said: “China

M Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
spokesperson Geng Shuang
said signing and
implementation (of RCEP)
by India would have been
conducive for more Indian
goods to enter China and
other participating
countries

is willing to work with all parties
toresolve the outstandingissues,
following the principles of mu-
tual understanding and accom-
modation. We welcome India
joining the RCEP atan early date.”

Further, he said: “All parties
believe that conclusion of the ne-
gotiations on RCEP sends out a
positive message in favour of
multilateralism and free trade. It
will tap into the potential of this
region and bring more benefits to
the people of the region.”

Chinese President Xi Jinping
also referred to the RCEP deal in
his address Tuesday in Shanghai
while inaugurating the China
International Import Expo. “l am
happy to note that yesterday 15
countries taking part in RCEP con-
cluded text-based negotiations
and I hope the agreement will be
signed and entered into force at
an early date,” he said.

Xi said China will be happy to
conclude free trade agreements
with more countries and speed

Pissues,
China

up negotiations on China-EU in-
vestment agreements and simi-
lar agreements between China
and the Gulf Cooperation
Council. “We will stay actively
engaged within the United
Nations, G20, APAC and BRICS, to
move economic globalization
forward,” he said.

In his speech, Xi made a pitch
for removing impediments to
economic globalism. “Let us join
hands with each other, instead of
letting go and tear down walls in-
stead of erecting walls and con-
tinually bring down trade barri-
ers,” he said.

“China will continue to open
up its market. It has a population
of 1.4 billion, and its middle-in-
come populationis the biggestin
the world. The huge Chinese mar-
ket points to a potential that is
simply unlimited. The Chinese
people often say the world is abig
place and I want to see more of it.
What [ want to say today is that
the Chinese marketis asuch abig
one thatyoushould allcome and
see what it has to offer,” he said.

Referring to the recently con-
cluded fourth plenum of the 19th
party congress of the Communist
Party of China, he said the deci-
sions “included a host of significant
measures to deepen reform and...
opening up to promote reform, de-
velopment and innovation”.

More than 150 countries are
participatingin the second CIIEin
Shanghai with 64 countries, in-
cluding India, setting up country
exhibitions.

‘Sustained recovery of economy may take a few months’

High frequency data with respect to IIP, PMI, bank credit and exports indicate a continued economic slowdown
in the second quarter of fiscal 2019-20, and though a seasonal upturn during the October-November period
could be seen due to the festive season, a sustained recovery may have to wait for a few months, consultancy EY
India said in its report ‘Economy Watch: Monitoring India’s macro-fiscal performance’

KEY FIGURES FOR INDIA

1 1(y Contraction in Index of

P & O 1ndustrial Production (IIP) in
August 2019, as against growth of 4.6 per
cent in preceding month, on account of
underlying weakness in all sub-

industries; lowest level since November
2012, first contraction in 26 months

Sl

since May 2018

4 O (y Consumer price index

. O (CPI)-based inflation for
September, recording a 14-month high,
which increased from 3.3 per cent in the

preceding month; attributed to rising
inflation in food and beverages

Headline manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(seasonally adjusted) at 51.4in
September; remaining unchanged from
August and at its joint lowest reading

FY10

4 2 (y Growth in Centre’s gross tax
. Orevenuesin April-August
period of FY20, as against 8.7 per cent

recorded in corresponding year-ago
period; lowest cumulated growth since

9 8 O/ Growth in total government
. Oexpenditure during April-
August FY20, compared to 12.7 per cent in

corresponding period of FY19; due to
subdued growth in capital expenditure

GLOBAL GDP FORECAST
FIGURES FOR 2019

3 (y Expected growth in

0 global gross domestic
product (GDP); weakest since
2009, attributed to weak trade
and subdued industrial

production

2 4 (y Expected growth
. OinUs GDP; likely

to moderate thereafter,
reflecting an assumed shiftin
fiscal stance from
expansionary to neutral

6 10/ Expected growth
L /Oin China GDP, with
escalating tariffs and
weakening external demand

projected to accentuate
slowdown

‘New base year for GDP to Blockchain can transform trading, says Sebi chief
be decided in few months’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

THE MINISTRY of Statistics and
Programme Implementation will
decide on a new base year for the
GDP series in a few months, a sen-
ior official said on Tuesday.

The ministry is working to
bring in a new series of national
accounts which would result in
change in the existing base year of
2011-12.

Though the ministryis consid-
ering 2017-18 as the new base
year, no decision has been taken
as the committees of experts are

awaiting some more data before
finalising their opinion.

“The decision to change the
base year (of GDP)would be taken
in next few months. We are wait-
ing for Annual Survey of Industries
and the Consumer Expenditure
Survey. All the preparatory work
is getting ready for that.

“Once the result is out, we
will place it before the respective
committees (to decide about the
base year),” MoSPI Secretary
Pravin Srivastava told reporters
ataFICCI conference adding that
the decision has to be taken con-
sidering global and national sce-
nario as well.

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 5

SEBICHIEF Ajay Tyagi on Tuesday
urged stock exchanges to follow
governance norms better than
what they preach to listed com-
panies. He also said that ex-
changes should not use their oli-
gopolistic position to charge
exorbitant and unreasonable fees
from investors.

The capital markets regulator
chief was addressing an event
commemorating the silver jubilee
of the National Stock Exchange
(NSE), which has become a mar-
ket leader since its inception and
controls two-thirds of volumes by

Xi launches import fair; ‘need
to bring down trade barriers’

REUTERS
SHANGHAI,NOVEMBER 4

GLOBAL TRADE barriers must be
removed, and countries should
uphold basic multilateral trade
principles while standing firm
against protectionism, Chinese
President Xi Jinping said Tuesday.

Speaking at the opening of
the November 5-10 China
International Import Expo (CIIE),
an annual import show in
Shanghai, Xi said more must be
done to boost global cooperation
and remove barriers to innova-
tion. He reiterated broad pledges
to continue to open China’s econ-

Chinese President Xi Jinping
(left) and French President
Emmanuel Macron at the
China International Import
Expo in Shanghai. Reuters

omy and markets, and
strengthen protection of intellec-

tual property rights. The remarks
come as US and Chinese negotia-
tors work to finalise a text of a
“phase one” agreement for US
President Donald Trump and Xi
to sign this month to ease the
nearly 16-month trade war that
has dented the global economy.

“There is no single country
that can resolve by itself the diffi-
culties facing the development of
the world’seconomy,” Xisaidina
speech. “We need to join hands
with each other instead of letting
goofeachother’shands. We need
to tear down walls, not to erect
walls. We need to stand firm
against protectionism and unilat-
eralism,” he said.

“Exchanges need to follow governance norms much
better than what they preach to listed companies.
While exchanges are for-profit commercial entities,
they should refrain from using their oligopolistic
position by putting out exorbitant fee structures”

AJAY TYAGI

CHAIRMAN, SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA

disrupting the 144-year-old BSE
back with its electronic screen-
based trading terminals in 1994.
Technology has made possi-
ble algo trading, T+2 days settle-
ments and holding securities in
electronic format among many
other things. And in future too,
technology can continue to trans-
form capital markets. The Sebi
chief said that the blockchain

technology had the potential to
transform the trading, clearing &
settlement process. He said: “The
fund management industry,
which has already taken the ini-
tial step with robo advisory serv-
ices, could look very different in
future with adoption of Artificial
Intelligence & Machine Learning.”

Alongside this, Tyagi also high-
lighted the role of exchanges in

governance. “Exchanges need to
follow governance norms much
better than what they preach to
listed companies. While ex-
changes are for-profit commercial
entities, they should refrain from
using their oligopolistic position
by putting out exorbitant fee
structures,” said Tyagi.

Meanwhile, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday
said the Centre and the RBI are
working to resolve the issues be-
ing faced by realty sector.
Admitting that realty sector has
been left out of the booster meas-
ures announced earlier, she said
the sector has a spillover effect on
many sectors, especially the core
sector. FE WITH PTI
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(Gold demand declines
32% in Q3 2019 on high
prices, slowdown: WGC

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

AS GOLD prices touched their
highest levels following geopo-
litical tensions and concerns
around economic slowdown,
the demand for the precious
metal in India fell nearly one-
third in the quarter ended
September 30, 2019. Releasing
the data for gold demand in the
last quarter, World Gold Council
onTuesday said that India’s gold
demand may fall to its lowest
level in three years in 2019.

According to the datareleased
by WGC, India’s gold demand for
the September quarter stood at
123.9 tonnes, a 32 per cent de-
cline in demand over the corre-
sponding quarter of last year.
Somasundaram PR, MD of WGC's
Indian operations, said gold de-
mand in 2019 could drop 8 per
cent from a year ago to around
700 tonnes, the lowest since 2016.

“Along with higher prices,
gold demand is getting affected
by weak rural sentiment,” said
Somasundaram.

While Indiais a big consumer
of gold in the form of jewellery,
data shows that Indian jewellery
demand declined by almost one-
third to 101.6 tonnes.

“Jewellery demand suffered
as consumer confidence fell fur-
ther over concerns around the
slowing economy. Several indica-
tors — such as lower sales volumes
reported by large fast-moving
consumer goods (FMCG) compa-
nies and domestic car/two-
wheeler sales - pointed towards
a slowdown in both urban and
rural demand. Weak sentiment
due to a liquidity crunch, exces-
sive monsoon rains in some
states, and the absence of any fes-
tivals, also influenced demand in
the quarter,” said WGCinits state-
ment.

Since January 1, 2019 price of
pure gold in Delhi has jumped
21.5 per cent. However, as India is
the second largest market for the
precious metal,asharp declinein
its consumption of the precious
metal could result into a soften-
ing in the gold prices.

While high gold prices have
dented the demand, WGC said
that the demand also been im-
pacted by a 2.5 per cent rise in
custom duty on gold from 10 per
cent to 12.5 per cent. In the
Budget announcement in July

Fall will
arrest flight
of capital

ASHARP declinein
India’s demand for gold,
following therisein
prices, may comeasa
breather for the economy
that imports much more
thanitexports. Over the
last eight years, the net
importofgoldand
precious stones
amounted to about $245
billion. Many feel thata
decline in gold imports
will arrest flight of
capital, narrow the
current account deficit
and strengthen the
domestic currency.

2019, the finance minister had an-
nounced a hike in customs duty
on gold import. The council said
that this higher duty hit senti-
ment amongst both the gold
trade and consumers, and fresh
jewellery purchases suffered asa
result.

The sharp decline in India’s
gold demand came in sharp con-
trast to the global demand for
gold that witnessed a notablerise.

The worldwide demand for
gold grew from 964.3 tonnes in
Q3 lastyearto 1,107.9 tonnes in
the quarter ended September
2019. WGC said that a surge in
ETF inflows led to a rise in
global demand. The holding sin
gold-backed ETFs grew by
258.2 tonnes to hit an all time
high of 2,855.3 tonnes during
the quarter.

On the other hand Central
banks added 156.2 tonnes to their
reservesin Q3 and this was 38 per
centlower than thatadded in the
Q3 of 2018. Jewellery demand
was also down 16 per cent to
460.9 tonnesin Q3.

On the supply side, gold sup-
plyrose4 percentinQ3to1,222.3
tonnes and the rise was driven by
a 10 per centincrease inrecycling
as the ongoing price rally contin-
ued to encourage selling back by
consumers.

IndiGo, Etihad to announce
strategic deal tomorrow

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER5

INDIGO AND Qatar Airways will
make a strategic business an-
nouncement on November 7, the
two companies said in a state-
ment Tuesday. While it was not
clear if the announcement is
about astake sale, codeshare pact
or any other kind of partnership,
sending shares of the budget car-
rier surged by around 2 per cent
in late trade.

Qatar had shown interest in
picking up stake in IndiGo earlier,
but IndiGo, the country’s biggest
carrier, has been holding out.

The talk of a partnership
comes at a time when IndiGo’s
two co-founders, Rahul Bhatia
and Rakesh Gangwal, have been
involved in a dispute over alleged
corporate governance violations.

IndiGo, which has about 40
per cent share of the domestic
Indian market, is planning an ag-

gressive push into more interna-
tional destinations. The airline’s
CEO Ronojoy Dutta and Qatar
Airways CEO Al Baker will “talk
about the vision and future for
both the airlines”, the airlines said
in the statement.

IndiGoflies to over 50 interna-
tional destinations, including
Turkey, China, Vietham, Myanmar
and Saudi Arabia. The budget car-
rier had, last week, placed an or-
der for 300 Airbus A320neo-fam-
ily planes, including a long-range
version of the single-aisle
A320neo called the A321XIR.

Differences between the co-
founders of the airline came into
the open after Gangwal sought
intervention of markets regula-
tor Sebi to address alleged cor-
porate governance lapses on July
8. While the allegations have
been refuted by Bhatia’s group
— InterGlobe Enterprises, Sebi
and Corporate Affairs Ministry
are reportedly looking into the
issue.

BEING’S NEGOTIATORS WANT W ASHINGTON TO DROP 15% DUTIES ON $125-BN GOODS

China presses US for more tariff roll-backs in trade deal

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 5

CHINA IS pushing US President
Donald Trump to remove more
tariffs imposed in September as
part of a “phase one” US-China
trade deal, people familiar with
the negotiations said on
Monday.

The deal, which may be
signed this month by Trump and
Chinese President Xi Jinping ata
yet-to-be determined location,
is widely expected to include a
US pledge to scrap tariffs sched-
uled for December 15 on about

WHAT THE AGREEMENT ENTAILS

B The deal, which may be
signed this month by
Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping at a yet-
to-be determined location,
is expected to include a US
pledge to scrap tariffs
scheduled for December 15
on about $156-billion
Chinese imports

$156 billion worth of Chinese
imports, including cell phones,
laptop computers and toys.

M China s also seeking relief
from earlier 25 per cent
tariffs on about $250 billion
of imports from machinery
and semiconductors to
furniture

W A US official said the fate
of the December 15 tariffs is
being considered as part of
negotiations

A US official said the fate of
the Dec. 15 tariffs is being con-
sidered as part of negotiations

and a potential signing trip this
month.

Another source briefed on
the talks said Chinese negotia-
tors want Washington to drop 15
per cent tariffs on about $125
billion worth of Chinese goods
that went into effect on Sept. 1.
They are also seeking relief from
earlier 25 per cent tariffs on
about $250 billion of imports
from machinery and semicon-
ductors to furniture.

A person familiar with
China’s negotiating position said
it is continuing to press
Washington to “remove all tar-
iffs as soon as possible.”

China’s request to remove
the Sept. 1 duties was earlier re-
ported by Politico, citing sources.
The Financial Times newspaper
also reported the White House
was considering whether to roll
back the Sept. 1 tariffs, which
cover some clothing items, flat-
screen televisions, smart speak-
ers and Bluetooth headphones.

Geng Shuang, a spokesman
at the Chinese foreign ministry,
said the two sides remained in
touch.

“Trade consultations have
made progress and are advanc-
ing in accordance to plan,” Geng
said.
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Sebi comes out with operational
norms for new FPI regulations

Due diligence process for share
dematerialisation tightened

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

MARKETS WATCHDOG Sebi has
issued consolidated operational
guidelines for foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPI) and designated de-
pository participants to facilitate
implementation of the new FPI
regulations. The Foreign Portfolio
Investor Regulations came into
force from September 23.

Under the new norms, all in-
surance entities and funds from
FATF member countries have
been classified as category-I FPIs.

Among others, unregulated
funds or entity where the regu-
lated investment manager is from
non-FATF member country wou-
1d be under category-II. To ensure
transition of existing FPIs, re-cat-
egorisation of registration would
be done by NSDL in consultation
with the respective designated
depository participants (DDPs).

An FPI can seek recategorisa-
tion from category-Il tol after pro-
viding requisite information and
applicable fees to the DDP.

“These consolidated opera-
tional guidelines for foreign port-
folio investors and designated de-
pository participants areissued to
facilitate implementation of Sebi
(Foreign Portfolio Investors)

New Delhi: Sebi on Tuesday
asked listed companies to
compile and submit data
about shareholders holding
shares in physical form to de-
positories by December 31, as
part of strengthening the due
diligence process. Transfer of
securities held in physical
form has been barred from
April 1,2019.

Coming out with fresh re-

Regulations, 2019,” Sebi said.

In case, the aggregate invest-
ment limit is breached, the FPI
concerned has to sell the excess
holdings only to domestic in-
vestors, as per the guidelines.
Once the holding crosses the limit,
the depositories have to inform
stock exchanges about the breach.

“Inthe event of abreach of the
sectoral cap/aggregate FPI
limit/aggregate NRI limit, the for-
eign investors shall divest their ex-
cess holding within 5 trading days
from the date of settlement of the
trades, by selling shares only to
domestic investors,” Sebi said.

Meanwhile, the regulator also
issued a detailed circular regard-

Tech Mahindra profit up 5.6%

New Delhi: IT firm Tech
Mahindra on Tuesday posted
a 5.6 per cent rise in consoli-
dated net profit at Rs 1,124
crore for the September quar-
ter, helped by deal wins of
$1.49 billion in the quarter.
The company also an-
nounced that it will acquire
US-based Born Group at an
enterprise value of $95 million
(approximately Rs 671 crore),
amove aimed atenhancingits
consulting capabilities
through addition of creative
and design skills, technology
and analytics platforms and
commerce expertise.

The Mumbai-based com-
pany had registered a net
profitof Rs 1,064.3 crore in the
July-September 2018 quarter.
Its revenue from operations
grew 5.1 per cent to Rs 9,070
crore in the quarter under re-
view from Rs 8,629.8 crore in
the year-ago period.

“We are thankful to our
customers for believing in our
capabilities despite a tough
demand environment. Our
consistent large deal winsisa
testimony of our differentia-
tionin the marketplace,” Tech
Mahindra Managing Director
and CEO CP Gurnani said.

REC net down 24% at 1,322 crore

New Delhi: State-run REC’s
consolidated net profit
dropped about 24 per cent to
Rs 1,322.47 crorein the quarter
ended on September 30,2019,
compared to that of Rs
1,732.75 crore in the year-ago
quarter, according to a BSE fil-
ing,

Total income of the com-
pany rose to Rs 7,483.75 crore
in the second quarter from Rs
6,246.05 crore in the same

quarter of last year.

The company said thatthe
loan book has continued to
grow on sequential basis and
has crossed Rs 3 lakh crore
during the September quarter.

The loan book of the com-
pany has increased to Rs 3.01
lakh crore as at September 30,
2019, as against Rs 2.57 lakh
crore as at September 30,2018,
reflecting a growth of 17 per
cent. PTI

INDIRA GANDHI INSTITUTE
OF CHILD HEALTH

AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTE, Established by Govt. of Karnataka
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22442421 Telefax : 080-26541799 e-mail: ihealthchild@yahoo.in
Website: www.igch.org

No. IGICH/DRC/1/2019-20

Date: 05.11.2019

CORRIGENDUM

In the notification invited for applications to fill up the post of
the Director, which was published vide this office notification
No. IGICH/DRC/1/2019-20, Dated: 02.11.2019, please note

the following changes:

Serial No.6: Tenure of the Post shall be read as "Maximum 03
years or till the date of superannuation, whichever is earlier".

Serial No.8: "Method of submission of application" shall

be deleted.

Sd/- Member Secretary, Selection Committee &
Director of Medical Education, Bengaluru

quirements for the due dili-
gence process, Sebi said itwas
being done to augment thein-
tegrity of the system in pro-
cessing of dematerialisation
request in respect of the re-
maining physical shares. After
receiving data from the firms,
depositories have to put in
place systems to validate any
dematerialisation request re-
ceived after December 31. PTI

ing the process to be followed for
Aadhaar-based electronic KYC ex-
ercise for domestic investors.
The circular mentions about
the requirements to be fulfilled by
entities registered with the UIDAI
asKYCUser Agency (KUA)as well
as for sub-KUA. For such KYC
process, there would be two op-
tions — online portal and assisted
investor e-KYC processes.
Sebi-registered intermediaries
and mutual fund distributors,
who want to undertake Aadhaar
authentication services through
KUAs, should enter into an agree-
ment with any one KUA. They
should also get themselves regis-
tered with UIDAI as sub-KUASs.

With focus on
merchants,
Google rolls
out ‘Google Pay
for Business’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE,NOVEMBER S

GOOGLE ONTuesday announced
the roll-out of its merchant-fo-
cused Google Pay app, Google Pay
for Business, in Pune. The app is
meant for small and medium-
sized businesses (SMBs) to adopt
digital payments in “a hassle-free
way” that reduces the time re-
quired in the completion of paper-
work and verification, Google said.

Sajith Sivanandan, MD and
business head—Google Pay and
NBU initiatives, said, “India’s SIMBs
are a core pillar of the Indian econ-
omy and with Google Pay for
Business, we aim to ease their
path to going digital.”

‘Boeing CEO Muilenburg  US woos Asia with
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Q2 RESULTS: BANK EARNS OPERATING PROFITOF ¥ 3,561 CR

PNB posts t307 crore profit as
provision eases; net NPAs fall

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

STATE-OWNED PUNJAB National
Bank(PNB)onTuesday reported a
profit of Rs 507.06 crore for the
second quarter ended September
30, aided by reduction in provi-
sioning for bad loans. PNB had
posted a loss of Rs 4,532.35 crore
in the corresponding July-
September quarter last year.
While the lender’s non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) and provi-
sioning against bad loans fell dur-
ing the quarter when compared
with same quarter last year, but
sequentially (i.e. when compared
with first quarter) there was dete-
rioration in NPA numbers.
During the quarter, provisions
for bad loans declined sharply to
Rs 3,253.32 crore against Rs
7,733.27 crore in July-September
2018.But provisions shot up com-
pared to January-March quarter
level of Rs 2147 crore. Shares of
PNB closed 5.28 per cent below at
Rs 64.60 at the National Stock
Exchange Tuesday — as NPA and
provisioning numbers came in

LOWERING NET
NPATOBE FOCUS

B PNB managing
director SS Mallikarjuna
Rao said that bank will
focus onrecoveryto
bring down the net NPA
to the comfort level of
the RBI by the end of the
current fiscal

BRaohassetan
ambitious recovery
target 0of 324,000 crore
for the entire fiscal

above estimates.

Gross NPAs amounted to 16.76
per cent of the gross advances at
the end of September, lower than
1716 per centayear ago. Net NPAs
or bad loans also came down to
7.65 per cent as against 8.90 per
cent in the year-ago period.

PNB managing director S S
Mallikarjuna Rao said that bank
will focus on recovery to bring
down the net NPA to the comfort

level of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) by the end of the current fis-
cal. “If you look at the guidance,
we are very confident that we can
bring down the net NPA by March
2020below 6 per cent,” he told re-
porters while announcing quar-
terly results. Rao, who was ap-
pointed the head of the country’s
second largest lender last month,
has set a recovery target of Rs
24,000 crore for the entire fiscal.

Of this, the bank has done re-
covery of Rs 7000 crore during the
first half of the current fiscal and
the remaining Rs 17,000 crore
would be done in the remaining
half through cashrecovery and re-
duction, he said.

“In NCLT (National Company
Law Tribunal) there are 14 cases
which are in final stages. From
NCLT we are expecting Rs 11,000
crore reduction from NPAs ... the
real amount received will be
around Rs 6,500 crore, against
which the write-back will be
about Rs 3,800 crore,” he said.

Total income during July-
September quarter rose to Rs
15,556.61 crore fromRs 14,035.88
crore in the same quarter last year,

PNB said inaregulatory filing. The
bank earned operating profit of Rs
3,561 crore during the quarter as
against Rs 2,839.50 crore in the
same period ayear ago. During the
quarter, the total interest income
of the bankrose toRs 13,292 crore
from Rs 12,326 crore in the same
quarter in the previous fiscal.

During the quarter, gross
NPAs, in absolute terms, stood at
Rs 78,472.70 crore at the end of
September, lower than Rs
86,620.05 crore reported in the
second quarter of 2018-19. Net
NPAswere valued at Rs 32,658.69
crore asagainstRs 38,278.84 crore.

The bank expects slippages of
around Rs 19,000 crore this year
and its Net Interest Margin around
2.40 per cent.

The bankreceived capital of Rs
16,061 crore from the govern-
mentduring the quarter to helpit
effectively amalgamate two state
owned banks Oriental Bank of
Commerce and United Bank of
India. Following the infusion, the
capital adequacy ratio of the bank
increased to 14.07 per cent from
10.08 per cent in the same period
ayear ago.

‘Most global firms optimistic about growth from 2020’

Despite global uncertainty and the rising headwinds the economy has been facing for many quarters, almost
all domestic companies are optimistic about their growth next year, claims an HSBC report

REASONS WHY COMPANIES ARE BUOYANT:

Prospect of Getting
entering new high-quality
markets suppliers

has done everything right’

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 5

BOEING CO Chairman Dave
Calhounssaid onTuesday the com-
pany’s board believed Chief
Executive Dennis Muilenburg
“has done everything right,” just
days after he came under attack
from US lawmakers and repeat-
edly refused to step down at a
hearing on two fatal crashes in-
volving Boeing 737 MAX airliners.

“He has our confidence,” Cal-
houn said in a CNBC interview,
adding Muilenburg called him
Saturday and offered to give up
much of his compensation for

2019. The board had stripped
Muilenburg of his chairmanship
last month.

“From the vantage point of our
board, Dennis has done every-
thingright,” Calhoun said. Boeing
did not plan to cut the production
rate of 737 MAX, he said. Last
week, several US lawmakers
urged Muilenburg to resign.

In the wake of the cricism by
lawmakers, Muilenburg called
Calhoun on Saturday to suggest
that he not be awarded any
bonuses for 2019 “until the MAX
initsentirety is backin the airand
flying safely,” which Calhoun said
could be by the end of 2020 or in
early 2021.

Plans to invest in technologies
that will pave the way for new
products and services

9 60/ Out of those

O polled, nearly 96
per cent are expecting higher
growth next year, markedly
higher than global and Asian
peers (79 per cent and 77 per

cent, respectively)

9,100

The number of companies
whose business leaders were
surveyed across 35 markets
globally to gauge business

SALES GROWTH

Over the next five years,
fifty per cent of the
companies surveyed in
the country by HSBC are
expecting sales growth
rate of 15 per cent

or more

BRIEFLY

RBI hikescash
withdrawal
from PMC Bank

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
Tuesday enhanced the cash
withdrawal from the scam-
hit Punjab & Maharashtra
Cooperative (PMC) Bank to
Rs 50,000 per account. This
is the fourth raise in with-
drawal limit since the bank
was placed under its direct
control with an administra-
tor on September 23.

Average spot
power price
drops 54%

New Delhi: Average spot
power price at Indian Energy
Exchange (IEX) fell 54 per
cent to a two-year low of Rs
2.71 per unit in in October,
compared toRs 5.94 per unit
in the year-ago month due
tolower electricity demand,
better coal supplies and
higher hydro generation. PTI

SpaceXbrings
Musk back
on Twitter

Bengaluru: Elon Musk has
not left Twitter after all. Just
three days after the billion-
aire announced that he was
going offline, TeslaInc’s chief
executive officer went back
on Tuesday with a handful
of tweets promoting a suc-

sentiment and growth
prospects; of this over 3,200
businesses are from 12 Asian
markets

8 60/ Of those polled, 86

Oper cent feel
protectionism is increasing
in their main market

1 40/ The percentage of
Opeople who feel

protectionist policies have

had a detrimental effect

EXPORT PROJECTIONS

This optimism extends to
export projections as well,
with nearly 98 per cent of
them with overseas
operations expect exports
to grow over the next two
years

cessful test by his rocket
company, SpaceX.

UK economy
startsQ4 on
weak note

London: Britain’s economy
got off to a weak start to the
final quarter of 2019, with
the IHS Markit services
Purchasing Managers’ Index
edging up to 50.0, which
represents zero growth,
from 49.5 in September —
one of the lowest readings
since Britain was in reces-
sion in 2009. The all-sector
PM], covering manufactur-
ing and constructionas well
as services, remained below
50forathird monthinarow.

plan to rival

China’s ‘Belt and Road initiative’

ELAINE KURTENBACH
BANGKOK,NOVEMBER 5

COMMERCE SECRETARY Wilbur
Ross said Tuesday the US will in-
vest and trade more in Asia as it
rolls out an American plan to
support “sustainable” projectsin
Asia as a counterpoint to China’s
multibillion-dollar “Belt and
Road” infrastructure initiative.
Ross is leading a high-pow-

ered trade mission in Asia and
along with national security ad-
viser Robert O’Brien
attended meetings at a regional
summit that wrapped up
Monday on the outskirts of
Thailand’s capital.

Like O’Brien, he sought to dis-
pel suspicions that President
Donald Trump’s administration
is disengaging with the region, a
sentiment that deepened when
Trump sent his adviser to the an-

nual summit, skipping it for a
second straight year in order to
campaign.

“We have no intention of va-
cating our military or geopoliti-
cal position,” Ross told reporters
in a conference call.

He said many people had
misinterpreted Trump’s 2017 US
decision to pull out of a regional
trade deal, the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, as a sign of waning
interest. AP

AramcolPO:No
overseaslisting
foratleast1year

Dubai: The Saudi govern-
ment plans to sell 2 per cent
of state oil giant Aramcoina
domestic listing on Dece-
mber 11, three sources said,
but restrictions on future
share sales mean aninterna-
tional IPO is ruled out for at
least a year. The Saudi gov-
ernment will face aone-year
restriction on selling more
Aramco shares following the
domestic listing, as per the
sources. REUTERS

Oil gains 1% amid optimism on US-China deal

STEPHANIEKELLY
NEW YORK,NOVEMBER 5

OIL PRICES rose more than 1per
cent on Tuesday on hopes for a
US-China trade agreement and
optimism that Washington could
roll back some tariffs on Chinese
imports. Brent crude futures rose
74 cents, or 1.2 per cent, to $62.87
a barrel by 1756 GMT. US West

Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude
futures rose 68 cents, or 1.2 per
cent, to $57.22 a barrel.

Chinais pushing US President
Donald Trump to remove more
tariffs imposed in September as
part of a so-called Phase 1 deal,
which would ease the economic
impact of the trade dispute be-
tween the world's two biggest oil
consumers.

"While such a development

could accommodate a signing of
a Phase 1 deal that would allow
for a further increase in risk ac-
ceptance and hence, bullish
spillover from the equities and
into the oil complex, a major long
term agreement still appears elu-
sive well into next year,” Jim
Ritterbusch, president of
Ritterbusch and Associates in
Galena, Illinois, said in a report.
OPEC Secretary-General

Mohammad Barkindo said the oil
market outlook for 2020 may be
brighter than previously forecast,
appearing to downplay any need
for deeper production cuts.

The Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC)also said itwould supply a
diminishing amount of oil in the
next five years as outputincreases
from US shale deposits and else-
where. REUTERS

‘Unlimited data’
pledge: AT&T will pay
$60 million, says FTC

REUTERS

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER &5

AT&T WILL pay $60 million to resolve US allega-
tions it misled millions of smartphone customers
by charging them for “unlimited” data plans but
reducing data speeds if they used too much, the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) said on

Wednesday.

As part of the settlement of the 2014 complaint,
ATR&T is also prohibited from making any repre-
sentation about the speed or amount of its mobile
data, without also disclosing any material restric-
tions on the data.

AT&Tissued a brief statement acknowledging
that it had reached a settlement with the FTC.,

“Even though it has been years since we ap-
plied this network management tool in the way
described by the FTC, we believe this isin the best
interests of consumers,” AT&T said in an emailed

statement.

The telecommunications company had fought
the FTC in court, saying it had no jurisdiction to
bring the case, but lost in 2018.
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Thirty years of freedom, warts and all

Central and eastern Europeans are mostly happy with progress since 1989

NO EMPIRE in history has disintegrated as
quickly or as bloodlessly as the Soviet one,
in the remarkable year that saw the fall of
the Berlin Wall in November 1989. A period
of carnage in Romania the following month
was the only grisly counter-example.
Yugoslavia, never a part of that empire, fol-
lowed a tragically different path; but for the
rest of central and eastern Europe, though
clearly imperfect, the past 30 years have
been a time of marvels.

Standards of living for most of the re-
gion’s peoples have vastly improved, and
most of them know it. New polling by the
Pew Research Centre shows that 81% of
Poles, 78% of Czechs and 55% of Hungarians
agree that this is the case. Only Bulgarians
on balance take a gloomy view, with just
32% of them thinking that their standard of
living has improved since 1989.
Development has been patchy, but for every
depopulating and ageing rustbelt in east-
ern Europe there is a booming industrial re-
gion, a tech cluster or a services centre des-
perate for more workers.

Majorities in every country, mostly very
big ones, approve of the multiparty systems
and market economies that have delivered
this, as well as their integration into Western
institutions—the EU (from 2004) and NATO
(from 1999). Free to travel and work any-
where in the EU, millions have done just
that. Many who stayed behind, though, feel
left behind. Aniko Takacs, aged 25, who
works at a petrol station on the Hungarian
side of the border with Austria, earns €500
($550) a month. Her sister, who does the
same job for the same company in Austria,
earns €1,500. Countries with low fertility
rates and little immigration are facing steep
population declines.

People leave not only because wages are
higher in western Europe but also because
public services are better and corruption
rare. So many eastern European doctors and
nurses have emigrated that access to good
health care has deteriorated in some places,
especially outside big cities.

After three decades of democracy, cyni-
cism about politicians is as widespread as it
is in western Europe. In Slovakia 63% of peo-
ple think most elected officials do not care
what they think, a Pew poll finds; in
Hungary, 71% and in Bulgaria, 78%. By way of
comparison, the figures in France and Britain
are 76% and 70%, respectively.

In western Europe and America such
anger at the ruling class has translated into

EASTERN EUROPE

East Berlin border guards atop the Berlin Wall in front of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin on November 11, 1989. Reuters

votes for nationalists, populists, Brexit and
Donald Trump. In Hungary and Poland those
who feel left behind tend to blame liberal-
ism and the West. Zsuzsanna Szelenyi, who
was an anti-communist activist in Hungary
in 1989, says that many of her compatriots
were disappointed after the fall of commu-
nism because they expected their country
“tobecome like Austria overnight”. It did not,

MANAGEMENT EDUCATION

The next business revolution

American business schools are reinventing the MBA

ON A visit to New York in October Marc
Benioff, boss of Salesforce, compared
Facebook to cigarettes and backed a corpo-
rate tax hike to deal with homelessness in
San Francisco. If badmouthing a fellow tech-
nology giant and cheering the taxman were
not heterodox enough for a billionaire en-
trepreneur, Mr Benioff laid into American
management education. It “programmes”
students to favour profit over the public
good. This, he noted, is out of step with “the
new capitalism”.

Many deans concur. “We need our stu-
dents to be thoughtful about the role of busi-
ness in society, particularly at a moment in
time when capitalism is coming under at-
tack,” says William Boulding of Duke’s Fuqua
School of Business. Nitin Nohria of Harvard
Business School (HBS) reports how younger
alumni and incoming classes want “the place
of work to reflect purpose and values”.
Jonathan Levin of Stanford’s Graduate School
of Business (GSB) talks of business schools’
responsibility to recognise the societal con-
sequences of corporate actions.
“Corporations, their leaders and owners
need to act to restore trust,” he intones.

America’s business schools still domi-
nate our annual ranking of the world’s top
MBAs. But the industry is being shaken up.
According to the Graduate Management
Admission Council (GMAC), an industry as-
sociation, American MBA programmes re-
ceived 7% fewer applicants this year than
last. Nearly three-quarters of full-time, two-
year MBA programmes reported declines
from coast to coast. Not even the mostillus-
trious ones were spared: HBS (located in
Boston) and Stanford’s GSB (in Palo Alto)
both saw applications dip by 6% or so.
Schools face growing competition from
overseas and online programmes—and, as
Mr Benioff's critique implies, questions over
hidebound curriculums. “We’re being dis-
rupted left, right and centre,” confesses
Susan Fournier, dean of Boston University’s
Questrom School of Business.

When management education boomed
in the 1960s, American schools taught mostly
American students. As the world economy
globalised in the 1980s and 1990s, so too did
American curriculums and student bodies.
Sangeet Chowfla, who heads GMAC, now
discerns a “third wave”: improved schools
outside America are letting foreign students
study closer to home (and future employers).

of course, but GDP per person, not to men-
tion life expectancy, has risen sharply across
the region.

Some people have done much better

than others, and not all of them by fair
means. Communist officials and securocrats
who rebranded themselves as democrats
had the education and connections to retain

After three decades of democracy, cynicism about politicians
is as widespread as it is in western Europe

At Harvard Business School in Boston. American MBA programmes received 7% fewer applicants this year than last. Reuters

Many offer cheaper one-year MBAs, popu-
lar in Europe but uncommon across the
pond. Whereas three in four two-year MBA
programmes in America saw declines in
overseas applicants in the latest application
cycle, numbers applying to Asian business
schools rose by 9% from 2017 to 2018. A re-
cent uptickin America’s anti-immigrant sen-
timent is accelerating the trend.
Americans, too, are cooling on MBAs.
More than half of American schools report
fewer domestic applicants. Soaring tuition
costs, which have far outpaced inflation, put
them off as much as they do foreigners. A
top-notch MBA will set you back more than

$200,000 (including living costs). Even with
financial aid, many students are saddled with
$100,000 debts at graduation. The opportu-
nity cost of forgoing two years’ worth of pay-
cheques is higher when the economy is
booming and labour markets are tight. Weak
demand has caused the number of full-time
MBA programmes in America to fall by
nearly a tenth between 2014 and 2018, ac-
cording to the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business, another in-
dustry body.

Geoffrey Garrett, dean of the Wharton
School, at the University of Pennsylvania, be-
lieves that a flight to quality is benefiting top

institutions like his—and their graduates.
Add non-wage compensation and alumni
often recoup their investments in a few
years. Not counting signing bonuses, the av-
erage base salary for graduates of the five
American schools with the highest earning
potential was $139,000.

Consultancies and investment banks,
historically the keenest MBA recruiters,
claim their appetite for holders of elite de-
grees has not diminished. A prestigious
MBA “puts a floor on your career”, explains
Kostya Simonenko, a 28-year-old consult-
ant on leave from Oliver Wyman (which is
paying for his course at Columbia Business
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power, make money and profit from insider-
dominated privatisations. The first president
of post-communist Czechoslovakia in 1989
was Vaclav Havel, a dissident playwright.
Today the prime minister of the Czech
Republicis Andrej Babis, the second-richest
man in the country and a former intelligence
service collaborator.

The success of former communists has

School). Silicon Valley, which used to dis-
miss MBAs as overpaid know-nothings, has
become less hostile. As startups grow into
large corporations, they need managers to
help run things, not just software engineers
to run code. A survey of recruiters by GMAC
this year found that 80% of technology
companies planned to hire MBAs, on a par
with consultancies (82%) and financial
firms (77%).

Even the finest schools, though, are not
sheltered from the forces buffeting business
education. Global competition and new tech-
nology platforms enable a lower cost struc-
ture for the delivery of high-quality courses.
This forces “a reckoning of the MBA value
proposition”, says Ms Fournier.

As part of that reckoning, Questrom has
teamed up with EDX, a big online-education
firm, to offer a full MBA degree online for just
$24,000, less than a third of the cost of its
on-campus equivalent. Better to cannibalise
yourself than let others do it, as Ms Fournier
puts it. MIT’s Sloan School of Management
provides similarly affordable bundles of on-
line courses, dubbed MicroMasters, in areas
like supply-chain management and finance.
These grant certificates but the credits will
be honoured if a student one day decides to
pursue a full degree. 2u, an online-educa-
tion platform, is introducing deferred-tu-
ition schemes for some hybrid MBA degrees.
It will share the upfront costs with its busi-
ness-school partners; students will pay only
when they get a job.

Itis not just how MBA courses are taught
thatis changing. So, too, is what they teach.
Many budding woke capitalists agree with
Mr Benioff—and demand to be taught busi-
ness beyond the primacy of shareholder
value. At Stanford Luisa Gerstner, a millen-
nial MBA student from Germany, notes that
sustainable capitalism plays a more central
role in European schools. Julia Osterman,
her American classmate, laments how, de-
spite some social, environmental and ethi-
cal topics in its curriculum, core classes are
still “too Finance 101",

Some of their professors are not so sure.
One greybeard at HBS estimates that a third
of its faculty (and many older alumni) view
the embrace of cuddly “stakeholder capital-
ism” as an unrigorous sop to political cor-
rectness. It certainly introduces lots of grey
areas, Mr Boulding concedes. But, he says,
schools can at least provide students with
“frameworks for making choices”. A new
course at Duke is entitled “Capitalism and
Common Purpose in a World of Differences”.
HBS has made “Leadership and Corporate
Accountability” (which delves into “the re-
sponsibilities of business to the broader sys-
tem in which it is embedded”) a required
first-year course, with case studies weigh-
ing up things like the morality of looking be-
yond financial metrics at Japan’s
Government Pension Investment Fund.

rankled. In some countries, populists have
exploited this mood. Ardent supporters of
Poland’s ruling Law and Justice party did not
celebrate the 30th anniversary this year of
the country’s first semi-free elections, which
followed the demise of the Kremlin-backed
communist dictatorship. The way they see it
is thatin 1989 “the pinkos struck a deal with
the reds to keep the reds in power at the ex-
pense of the Polish people. Poland only be-
came genuinely independentin 2015 when
they were voted out and the true patriots [ie,
Law and Justice] were voted in,” sighs
Konstanty Gebert, a former anti-communist
activist. This is an odd way to describe
Poland’s rise to prosperity under a series of
post-communist democratic governments.

In Hungary Viktor Orban, a revolution-
ary anti-communist turned populist prime
minister, uses anti-Western rhetoric to win
support. He talks of defending the common
man, downtrodden by the arrogant liberal
elite. Members of this elite imitate the West,
which in turn looks down on eastern
Europeans as country bumpkins, he sug-
gests. The end of communism was a liber-
ation, he says, but Hungary also needs a re-
vival of nationalist and Christian values,
which he says he is delivering. He rejects
liberal notions of human rights, tolerance
and consensus.

Different places, different
values

Eastern Europe remains far less liberal
than the west. Tolerance towards gay peo-
ple is uneven, and has diminished since
2002 in several countries, polls suggest. The
end of communism unleashed hostility to
the region’s large Roma minority, who re-
main almost completely unrepresented po-
litically. Hungary’s regime has undermined
the institutions that are supposed to check
it, such as the courts and the media. Poland’s
ruling party has tried to nobble the courts
and the civil service.

Despite such setbacks, progress has
been striking since communism ended.
Eastern Europeans have never been as free
or asrich as they are today. Some of the eld-
erly grumble that life was more secure in
the old days, but their memories may be
tinged with regret that they are no longer
as young as they were then. Historians will
describe the communist era in Eastern
Europe as four decades of servitude.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

Whereas three in four two-year
MBA programmes in America
saw declines in overseas
applicants in the latest
application cycle, numbers
applying to Asian business
schools rose by 9% from

2017 to 2018. Arecent uptick
in America’s anti-immigrant
sentiment is accelerating

the trend

Recoding academies

Curriculums are being transformed in
less lofty ways, too. Employers, who partly
or wholly bankroll half of all executive edu-
cation, which earns elite schools between
$100m and $150m a year, want it to impart
technical skills. In response, deans such as
Costis Maglaras, the newish head of
Columbia Business School (and an engineer
by training), are bolting courses on data, an-
alytics and programming onto the timetable.
As their popularity rises, they may displace
stodgier subjects. Columbia used to offer sev-
eral courses on debt markets but now offers
perhaps one each academic year. Meanwhile,
students have flocked to coding classes. The
ideais not to turn business types into boffins
but to prepare them to work with and man-
age technical staff, says Mr Maglaras. A re-
cruiter for a big consultancy affirms that
tech-savvy MBAs are “very attractive”.

Richard Lyons, former dean of the Haas
Business School at the University of
California, Berkeley, sees the future in pro-
viding lifelong professional education as a
service: “Give alumni know-how on de-
mand, searchable online.” Scott DeRue, dean
of the University of Michigan’s Ross School
of Business, is giving alumni tuition-free ac-
cess to executive education. “The new stuff
will come from insurgents, not the big MBA
schools,” thinks John Kao, a management
guru who formerly taught at HBS. He wants
training benchmarks and standardised tran-
scripts to make skills portable and univer-
sally recognised.

At HBS, home to perhaps the most hal-
lowed MBA, Mr Nohria accepts that the
market for its traditional offering is shrink-
ing. In a sign of the times, his school has
frozen tuition fees. He sees a dramatic ex-
pansion for “unbundlers” of online educa-
tion, who “separate knowing, doing and be-
ing”. In time, he says, they will converge
with “bundlers” like HBS. Far from collaps-
ing, he reckons, management education
will be the richer for it.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3955

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS Down
1 Landin America(6)
2 Negotiate arise (5)

1 Up-to-date design centre (6)

4 Itacts strangely, causing

interference perhaps (6) 3 Shell that’'s commonly cracked

9 Continental actis Al in variety (7)
(7) 5 Islands have got an unusual
10 She’s precise about one point constitution (5)
(5) 6 Foot-pedal that could be
11 I break a little back bone (5) altered (7)
12 Honest commentonthecostof 7 Moves stealthily and quietly
living? (2-3-2) among Amerindians (6)

13 His staff helps him reach new 8 Legal charges(11)

heights (4-7) 14 How promotion should be
18 About one thousand different given to miner, perhaps (2,5)

paintdrums(7) 15 Instruct or admonish (7)

20 Seat of learning (5) 16 leerty, for example (6)
22 Novice gets left behind in the 17 Quickly redrafted poster
Austrian mountains (5) (6)
23 They count for nothing (7) 19 Distribute the entire first
24 Property that goes with rank section of the Bible (5)
(6) 21 She appears in an ensemble
25 Show preference for a simple that’s rather colourless
building (4-2) (5)

Solutions Crossword 3954: Across: Tellers, 5 Rifle, 8 Squash rackets, 9 Ethel,

10 Postage, 11 Tenons, 12 Airmen, 15 Assuage, 17 Easel, 19 Stop at nothing,

20 Token, 21 Spanner. Down: 1 Taste, 2 Laughing stock, 3 Epsilon, 4 Scrape, 5 Racks,
6 Free admission, 7 Eastern, 11 Transit, 13 Inertia, 14 Beings, 16 Again, 18 Lager.
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong
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OFFICE OF THE SUPRINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT,
ALIGARH CIRCLE ALIGARH.
Address :- DHANIPUR BLOCK ROAD NEAR CANARA BANK TRAINING CENTER.
DHANIPUR, ALIGARH.
Letter NO: 974 /RED/Tender/5Cr./File No Lekha-57/ Bond Clerk/2019-20 dated: 25.10.19
Very Short Term E-Procurement Notice (llird Call)

1. THE SUPRINTENDING ENGINEER RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT,ALIGARH
CIRCLE ALIGARH on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids
through e-tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP
RED, in appropriate class A, B, and C as the case may be. The Bidder may submit bids

for any or all of the works.
2. Name of work as per table.

S. Name Name of work Total Bid Cost of Bid  Period of
No. of estimated security document completion
District cost (in Lakh) (EMD) including GST including
Excluding inlakh (in Rupees) rainy
GST season
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Aligarh Construction of Road Work From Nagla 43.000 0.860 (300+54+2000) 3 Months
Munsi Kaser Majrah to Tayliya Nagla 1D =2354.00
10165
2 Aligarh Construction of Road Work From 55.000 1.100 (300+54+2000) 3 Months
Sunpahar to Shekhupur Satkna 10168 = 2354.00
3. Date of availability of Bid documents on website:- 06-11-2019
4. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 13-11-2019 up to 12.00 Noon
5. Date of opening of bids through e-procurement: 13-11-2019 at 12.30 pm
6. The Employer has right to issue addendum/corrigendum as per ITB clause-10 on-line which

will not be published in any news paper. All prospective bidders are advised to keep regular
watch and visit e-tender portal regularly.
For further details please log on to https://etender.up.nic.in and down load the bid document.
Sd/-
SUPRINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

ALIGARH CIRCLE ALIGARH

UPID-145125 Date 04.11.2019
WWW.upgov.nic.in
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Uttar Pradesh Police Technical Services Head Quarter, Lucknow
8th Floor, 4th Tower, Police Headquarter, Amar Shaheed Path,Gomti Nagar Vistar, Lucknow-226002 e-mail: tshq@up.nic.in
No. -TS-05/2019-3/5/6/10/11/13/14/28 Dated: October 31, 2019

e-Tender Notice

Online e-Tenders of the following instrument for Forensic Science Laboratory, UP is invited by S.P./A.D
UP Police Technical Services HQ, Lucknow:

Sl. District Tender No. Instrument Name Qty. EMD Tender Cost with Duration of

No. (INR) 18% GST (INR) Work
1 2 3 3 4 5 6 7

1. Ghaziabad TS- 05/ PCR Machine 01 10500 1800 Conditions
2019(3) Apply

2. Ghaziabad TS- 05/ Refrigerated table top 01 10500 1800 Conditions
2019(5)  centrifuge with accessories Apply

3. Ghaziabad TS- 05/ Plate Centrifuge with rotor 01 8500 1800 Conditions
2019(6) Apply

4. Ghaziabad TS- 05/ Homogenizer with 01 10500 1800 Conditions
2019(10) accessories Apply

5. Ghaziabad TS-05/  Thermo Mixer with 01 9500 1800 Conditions
2019(11)  thermoblocks Apply

6. Ghaziabad TS- 05/ Liquid Handling System set of 02 3500 800 Conditions
2019(13) 05 micro pipettes ( 01 ul to Apply

1000 ul)

7. Ghaziabad TS- PCR Work Station 01 6500 1500 Conditions
05/2019(14) Apply

8. Ghaziabad TS- 05/ Deep Freeze (-70 C) 01 8500 1800 Conditions
2019(28) Apply

Bid documents are available on the website http://etender.up.nic.in, http://eprocure.gov.in and

http://uppolice.gov.in in from 7-11-2019 to 7-12-2019 E-Bids can be upload upto at 12:00 noon.

Technical bid will bid opened on7-12-2019 at 16:00 Hrs. All information regarding E-Tender are available
on website http://etender.up.nic.in, http://eprocure.gov.in and http://uppolice.gov.in

Sd/-

(SHAHAB RASHID KHAN)

Suprintendent of Police/Assistant Director,

Phone: 9454400349)

UPID-NO.145154 DATE-04.11.2019
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Events that took
place over the last
twenty-four hours,
or may even still be

happening, may be difficult to

understand. This is absolutely
fine, for the more effort you
putinto finding the solutions,
the more experience you'll
accumulate and the better
you'll be prepared in

the future.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You have a week or
so to say what you
think, tell family
members what to do
and arrange matters at home to
your satisfaction. After that, you
will become increasingly
reluctant to communicate,
perhaps because you worry
that partners’ reactions will not
be to your liking.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Don’timagine that
you're helpless and
incapable. If you're
too passive today,

fate will step in and you'll

probably miss a very valuable
opportunity indeed. Flex
your muscles at home, and if
people you live with know
what's best for them,

they’ll agree with you

without hesitation.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You may be putting
on a show of being
terribly confident
and outgoing, but

any astrologer will tell you that

you're holding a lot back. That’s
no bad thing, for you have to be
sure of what you really think
before you tell other people
how you truly feel.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Slow down and
consider your future
with care. One way
or another, you
should be absolutely sure of
what'’s happening before you
make your next move. The
whole world is knee-deep in
banana skins, and if you take
too much for granted, you'll be
the first to slip.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
The overwhelming
emphasis in your
stars is on the public,
professional,
financial and social regions
of your chart, indicating a
predisposition to get
involved in whatever’s
happening, even in activities
that you'd normally think are
beneath you.

Br.D.C.No.B3/0863/2019
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BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
So many planets are
encouraging you to
excel yourself that
am sure you'lldo
better than usual. The daily
planetary pattern is relatively
adventurous, an indication that
travel and long-distance plans
require spicing up. All I can say
is: keep your spirits aloft!

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You can make
requests, but you
can’t guarantee that
they’ll be granted.

On balance, nobody is likely to

give you the benefit of the

doubt. But, then, if they did,

you’d have it too easy. The

general planetary picture
suggests that, if you rise to the
challenge now, you'll be all the
more successful.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Personal relationships
are aminefield. Other
people dorequirea
certain amount of

sympathy, but they also need

putting straight, and this might
be the most important thing you
cando for them. Have faithin
your own advice, forit’s better
than you think.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
There’s no rest for
the wicked today,
I'm afraid. If you've
taken on more than

you can handle then your

responsibilities might start to
divide and multiply,amoeba
style. Can you hang on until
tomorrow for help from
partners? If you're smart, you
may be able to deal witha
familiar problemina
revolutionary manner.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Allow yourselfa
little more time for
pleasure and self-
indulgence. A

cultural outing may suit,

although really it doesn’t
matter whatyou do just aslong
asyou enjoy it. Yetyou're also in
quite a serious mood, partly
because you want only the best
for partners.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Consider all
domestic
possibilities and
please make plans

for the coming months. If you

think ahead, you'll be all the
more prepared when the time
eventually comes to make your
move. And do be practical about
your latest set of ideas,
otherwise the chances will fade.

e-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited for the following work in Two Cover System
as per details furnished below.

Providing Dynamic Lightings in existing 15 Nos. of Flyovers / Grade
Separator, 1 ROB, 16 Nos. of Vehicular Subways and 5 Nos. of Pedestrian
Subways in Zone - |, IV, V, VI, VIII, IX, X and XIlII.

Bid document will be available

in  website http://tntenders.gov.in

till 3.00 P.M. on 16.12.2019 for online bidding. The bidders must possess
Digital Signature Certificate for submission of bids through online in the above

website.

EMD Amount Rs.32,50,000/-
Pre-bid meeting Date and Time : 28.11.2019 at 3.00 P.M
Last Date and Time of Tender Submission : 16.12.2019 up to 3.00 P.M.
Tender opening Date and Time: 17.12.2019 at 3.30 P.M

DIPR/4069/Tender/2019

Superintending Engineer (Bridges)



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY,NOVEMBER 6, 2019

2 3 MLK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

SNAP SHOTS

City of Canals

ANEW art book, titled Imitatio Vitae,
pays homage to The Doge’s Palace,
one of the landmark palaces of the
city of Venice. The palace, built in the
Venetian Gothic style, is the subject of
the hardbound book, which is the
brainchild of Alessandro Michele, the
creative director of Italian luxury la-
bel Gucci. The book’s title is taken
from Latin, which means “imitation
of life”. One is taken through the ar-
chitecture and bas-reliefs that are
etched on the Venetian castle, which
was established in 1340. The castle,
over time, faced many modifications
and renovations
and it was con-
verted into a
museum in
1923. The pic-
tures in the book
have been sour-
ced from Came-
raphotoArte,
and film pro-
ducer and pho-
tographer Marina Cicogna have
picked out the best to be published in
the book. The tome is a reflection of
Michele’s deep fascination with his-
tory and architecture, we see that
even in the sartorial presentations
from the fashion house. Imitatio Vitae
also features handwritten notes and
commentaries on chosen sculptures
and pictures by eminent people like
fashion designer Valentino, actors
Salma Hayek, Jeremy Irons and Rupert
Everett. The book, which s distributed
by Marsilio Editori, will be available
worldwide in 2020.

Design Game

THE SECOND edition of Bengalur-
uByDesign kicks off on November 15.
The 10-day public event will host over
50events including installations, exhi-
bitions, workshops, screenings, pop-
ups and talks. The founder of the
event, Suprita Moorthy said the event
will not just shine onIndia’s design tal-
ent, but also feature conversations on
technology, materiality, sustainability
and community design, and bring in
a global perspective. “Design has di-
versified. It now touches on innumer-
able aspects of contemporary culture
and business, yet its reputation still
hinges on the product and, ultimately
consumption,” she said. The highlight
includes Polish artist and architect
Jakub Szczesny's Taburete Tower (pic-
tured) that binds architectural tooling
and design practice.

Stage Show

SUITS’ ACTOR Patrick ] Adams (pic-
tured) will make his Broadway debut
in the upcoming production of Take
Me Out to join actors Jesse Tyler Fer-
guson and Jesse Williams. The pro-
duction is a revival of Richard Green-
berg’s Tony Award-winning play
centring around the aftermath of a
centre-fielder’s decision to come out
of the closet. This sets the baseball
world spinning and kicks up preju-
dices that threaten to divide his team.

(Clockwise from above) Nalini Malani at the exhibition Ganesh Shirsekar; her 2018 works Phantoms in the Head and Mephisto

“The rise in the price of art
doesn’t reflect its quality’

In the backdrop of her latest solo in Mumbali, veteran artist Nalini Malani
talks about her works, and pushing the boundaries of art

ANUSHREE MAJUMDAR

STEPPING INSIDE the gallery at Mumbai’s
Max Mueller Bhavan to see Nalini Malani’s
first soloinrecentyears, ‘Can You Hear Me?’,
we are immediately plunged into darkness;
sounds, both industrial and shriek-like, wash
over the space. On each of the walls, running
from one end of the room to the other, over
50 animations flash furiously at regular in-
tervals. It’s chaotic, visceral, uncomfortable,
but the Mumbai-based artist has no inten-
tion of being otherwise — the show is a re-
sponse toa question and acommand. If ‘Can
You Hear Me?’ is a scream from a minor girl
who was violently raped, whose cries went
unheard, then ‘Can You Hear Me’ is all about
power exerted by the government, capitalis-
tic forces, armies and class systems over
those who cannot speak out. At the gallery,
Malani talks about her works, old and new,
pushing the boundaries of what is art, and
where can it exist. Excerpts:

When one enters the gallery, it’s as
though they are sitting inside your
mind — they have aringside view to
your thoughts.

These animations are like thought bub-
bles; they started as pages of a digital note-
bookin 2018. Whenever [ see or read some-
thing that captures my imagination, I need
to react with a drawing or drawings in mo-
tion. Not exactly in its mimetic form but
more as a ‘memory emotion’. Whether it
was something in the news or a poem, such
as Nothing Twice by the Polish poet Wislawa
Szymborska, where she writes, ‘Nothing can
ever happen twice. In consequence, the
sorry factis that we arrive here improvised

During the concert in Mumbai

and leave without the chance to practice’.

But in the course of the history, we do
see that things happen twice, or thrice.
Some events may seem the same, but
our reactions to them are different. For ex-
ample, in 1974, we tested the nuclear de-
vice; we did itin 1997 too. That year, a news
channel called me up to ask, ‘as an artist,
what do you think?’ I said that I would put
my answer into an artwork. It became the
multi-channel video installation,
Remembering Toba Tek Singh, which was
shown in 1999 at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya and attracted
more than 25,000 visitors. The dialogues be-
tween the visitors were different in 1974.So
many people expressed their concern about
what will happen with a nuclear fallout in
either of the countries, especially for the
children. The clouds cannot be divided.

Alot of the animations in this show
speak of the brutalities faced by
disenfranchised peoples — farmers,
Dalits, Kashmiris and women.

Strains of Thought

TM Krishna’s concert in Mumbai was an ode to
the late social reformer Narayana Guru

EXPRESS FEATURES SERVICE

THE SUDDEN downpour in Mumbai last
Friday couldn’t dampen the spirits of all
those who made their way to the National
Centre of Performing Arts (NCPA) at
Nariman Point, just to listen to TM Krishna
sing. The 43-year-old Carnatic vocalist took
the stage for a special show, organised by
the Sree Narayana Mandira Samiti,
Mumbai, Nool Archives, Backwaters
Collective and the URU Art Harbour — ti-
tled ‘TM Krishna sings Guru’ — an ode to
the 19th century spiritual leader and social
reformer, Narayana Guru (1855-1928),
who lived in Kerala and wrote in
Malayalam, Tamil and Sanskrit.
“It'swonderful to think of a human be-
ing who spoke alanguage but wrote in dif-
ferent languages. Narayana Guru could
translate something from Sanskrit to Tamil,
and he’s somewhere in between. The flu-
idity of language, meaning, syntax and ex-
pressionis in his work, and it’simportant at
so many levels, of discovery, and of much-
needed...shall I say political activism?”
Krishna said with a laugh before perform-
ing Gangaashtakam, a piece he had set to
music in addition to two others — verses
from Chit-jada Chintanam and Tevaara

Pathikangal. Joining him on stage was
Akkarai Subhalakshmi on violin, N

Guruprasad on ghatam, and K Arun
Prakash on mridangam; he also composed
the music for three of the 10 pieces per-
formed at the show.

One of the joys of a TM Krishna concert
is towatch him and his co-performers inter-
pret various pieces of music in their own

way, giving the source material and its ex-

pression a new meaning. “A lot of purists
might say that what we perform tonight is
not solid Carnatic music — I'm not one of
them and I'm telling you that this is solid
Carnatic music,” Krishna said before intro-
ducing Darshanamala, aimmensely philo-
sophical verse writtenin 1916 by Narayana
Guru, about the true nature of wisdom.
“Here, we’ve taken a form known as the
shabdam, which comes from Bharat-
anatyam; many of the older shabdams start

with raag Kamboji, just as this one,” he said.

Present at the concert were social the-
orist and author Ashis Nandy, Oscar-win-
ning sound designer Resul Pookutty, clas-
sical vocalist Prabha Atre, former CEO and
MD of Tata Consultancy Services, S
Ramadorai and his wife Mala, Bungalow 8
founder Maithili Ahluwalia and her father,
Kawal Singh Ahluwalia, who is the founder
of Conscious Food.

People whose voices will never
be heard...when | read about
them, | think why couldn’t we
stop that? When | feel the
suffering of other people, the
only way out is to be farcical,
satirical or absurd in my art

NALINI MALANI, ARTIST

People whose voices will never be
heard...whenIread about them, I think why
couldn’t we stop that? When I feel the suf-
fering of other people, the only way out is to
be farcical, satirical or absurd in my art.
Somehow or the other, we’re unable to do
things collectively. A sorry state —as if we've
become a caste upon ourselves.

Tell us about Dream Houses, the
animation you did in 1969, being
exhibited in Mumbai for the first time.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

TAKING IT HOME

TV personality and LGBTQ rights activist Ellen
Degeneres will be awarded the Carol Burnett Award at
the forthcoming edition of Golden Globe awards.
Degeneres will be presented the award on January 5,
during the 77th Golden Globes ceremony.

The play of light and colour is deceptively
simple but it really does bring the urban
landscape to life in a few minutes.

Back then, I'd just finished at the J]
School of Art, and Akbar Padamsee had
started the interdisciplinary collective
VIEW (Vision Exchange Workshop) that
summer and invited me to join. Besides a
series of camera-less photographs, I made
a labour-intensive stop-motion animation
film called Dream Houses that summer. It is
about the idealism and hope of the
Nehruvian period of a modern India in
which poverty and housing problems could
be solved through a masterplan for urban
space. [ worked every day for nearly two
months. Each acetate sheet was shot sepa-
rately with an 8 mm film camera with dif-
ferent colour filters, and each segment of
the film was reversed inside the camera and
exposed twice or thrice. Dream Houses thus
became a colour fantasy of a utopian urban
landscape. As a 23-year-old artist, [ had no
financial means to make this reverse stock
version into a screening copy. It, therefore,
remained in a tin box for almost 50 years,

till it was digitally scanned and is now ac-
quired by several international museums.

With your animations, you’ve been
open to mediums. From the maquette
to the photoplays to your iPad work,
which you've made freely available on
Instagram, have you been cocking a
snook at the art establishment?

My interest in making art available on a
non-commercial scale to a wider public
started in 1991 with making artist books on
photocopied pages, and using the Gallery
Chemould space in 1992 for making a wall
drawing, or as a newspaper at the time
wrote, ‘impermanent sight-specific instal-
lation’. These iPad animations are an exten-
sion of this. iPad Pro, and more specifically,
an animation app and Garage Band give me
the opportunity to create animations and
the sound design that I could place in social
media. That way people get to see original
artwork for free. The rise in the price of artis
not areflection of its quality. Art has itsown
value — it’s priceless, in fact.

In taking art out of their mainstream
confines, what has that taught you
about the way your work has been
received all these years?

Now thatIam 73, I see clearly that each
generation hasits own rhythminvisual lan-
guage. In the absurd and frenetic time, we
are living in, it is refreshing and heartening
to see this language that I developed of over-
lapping animation video projections strike
achord, especially with young people. hope
thatI can still do this with a new art format
for the next generation when I turn 90.

The exhibition is on till January 2, 2020

For Better or Verse

Through recitations and renditions, ‘Afreen, Afreen’ will offer the
admirers of Urdu a glimpse into the beauty of the language

EXPRESS FEATURES SERVICE

Husn-e-jaanan ki tareef mumkin nahin
Afreen, Afreen

Afreen, Afreen

Tu bhi dekhe agar to kahe hamnashin
Afreen, Afreen

Afreen, Afreen

IN THE mid-"90s when poet and lyricist
Javed Akhtar penned this song and Nusrat
AliKhan composed it for a non-film music
video featuring actor Lisa Ray, it emerged
as an anthem for poetry lovers, providing
them anew vocabulary to express their ad-
miration for the beloved. The song termed
the body of the beloved as a “statue of
Ajanta”, “fragrant moonlight” (mahakti hui
chandni) and “resplendent garden” (khilta
huaek chaman).‘Afreen, Afreen’,aday-long
festival to be held in Delhi on Saturday
(November 9), will give the admirers of
Urdu a glimpse into the wondrous beauty
of the language through recitations and
renditions. Presented by Hindustani
Awaaz, in collaboration with ILF Samanvay
and India Habitat Centre, the event has
been conceptualised and curated by writer

and literary historian Rakhshanda Jalil.

The 12 sessions at the festival com-
prise readings and recitations of Urdu
writings on the themes as diverse as de-
votion, dissent, rural life, problems of the
farmers, nationalism without jingoism,
motivational poetry, love and heart-
break. “The idea is to give young audi-
ences a taste of the many delights con-
tained within the literary culture of Urdu.
We will begin with a session devoted to
devotional poetry with singing and read-
ing of poems on Ram and Nanak by
Allama Igbal as well as on Gautam
Buddha, Hazrat-e Krishna, the Bhagavad
Gita in Urdu as also naatiya kalaam on

Prophet Muhammad,” says Jalil.

Fouzia Dastango and Firoz Khan will
bring Dastan-e Ghalib to life and a session

The sessions at the festival
comprise readings and
recitations of Urdu writings
on themes such as devotion,
dissent, rural life, problems of
the farmers, nationalism
without jingoism,
motivational poetry and love

Rakshanda Jalil (left); ‘Afreen,
Afreen’ will be held on November9

will see young poets recite their verses.
The day concludes with Radhika Chopra
singing the choicest ghazals by Faiz,
Ghalib, Mir and others.

The festival, says Jalil, has been con-
ceived as “a taster’s menu, a sampler, a
smorgasbord of the many flavours,
voices, themes, tones and topics in Urdu”.
Largely run with the support of volun-
teers and friends, it has been a labour of
love. Its first edition was held three years
ago at Delhi’s Oxford Bookstore. Last year,
itmoved to the India Habitat Centre (IHC).
This year, ‘Afreen, Afreen’ is part of the
[HC's three-day ILF Samanvay Festival.
Among those helping Jalil put together
the festivals, besides friends, are her two
daughters — Aaliya (23), and Insha (21)
— and their friends.

At Amphitheatre, India Habitat Centre

on November 9, from 11 am to 8.30 pm.

Entry is free
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Batsman
arrested for
alleged fixing
in KPL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BANGALORE,NOVEMBER 5

ABATSMAN who has played in multiple edi-
tions of the Karnataka Premier League T20
tournament Nishant Singh Shekhawat, 29,
has been arrested by the central crime
branch police in Bangalore on charges of in-
volvement in fixing matches in the 2018 edi-
tion. Shekhawat, who has played for multi-
ple teams in the KPL has been accused of
helping bookies reach out to players and
coaching staff of teams to get them involved
inillegal betting.

Shekhawat came under the scanner fol-
lowing the arrest of the bowling coach of the
Bengaluru Blasters team Vinu Prasad and a
batsman M Vishwanathan, on charges of
cheating and conspiracy. Vishwanathan who
played for the Bengaluru Blasters was al-
legedly paid Rs five lakh for batting slowly.

Shekhawat “was in touch with bookies
and contacted Vinu Prasad to fix players,” the
police said.

Heis accused of helping Vinu Prasad lure
Vishwanathan into alleged fixing during the
18th game of the KPL 2018 season on behalf
of a Chandigarh bookie identified as Manoj
Kumar alias Monty.

Prasad was allegedly introduced to the
bookie Monty by Shekhawat, who was a
player for the Shimoga Lions team at the
time, police said in aninitial report on the in-
vestigations which lead to the arrests of
Vishwanathan and Prasad in Bengaluru last
week. The police have found that M
Vishwanathan, 39, was tasked by bookies
with scoringless than 10 runsin 20 ballsina
match against the Hubbali Tigers in 2018 and
he scored nine runs of 17 balls.

Vishwanathan allegedly received Rs 5
lakh for the slow batting in the August 31,
2018 game in Mysuru. He allegedly sent out
signals of his agreement to score less than 10
runs in 20 balls to bookies with a change of
bat and the rolling up of his sleeves, police
have alleged.

The Bengaluru crime branch has since
September arrested the owner of the
Belagavi Panthers team Ali Asfak Thara, 40;
a celebrity drummer in the KPL and other
tournaments like the IPL and TNPL, Bhavesh
Bafna, 26; and has named two Delhi book-
ies Sanyam Gulati and Jatin Sethi for involve-
ment in the illegal betting racket in the KPL.

The police have also questioned Arvind
Venkatesh Reddy, a real estate and hospital-
ity businessman, who is the owner of the
Ballari Tuskers KPL team, since 2017.

A member of the Ballari Tuskers team in
the 2019 KPL, fast bowler Bhavesh Gulecha,
26, has told the police that he was ap-
proached on behalf of bookies by Bhavesh
Bafna, 26, the celebrity drummer, to under
perform during a KPL match. Gulecha has
given a statement to the police saying he was
approached by Bafna to give away more than
10 runs an over in a match in the 2019 KPL.

Gilly to Pant: Don’t
try to be Dhoni

New Delhi: Australian wicket-keep-
ing great Adam Gilchrist on Tuesday
had just one advice for the embattled
Rishabh Pant — don't try to be the
next Mahendra Singh Dhoni just as
hedidn'tdidn't try to be Ilan Healy 2.0.
Pant coped criticism for bad DRS calls,
something that Dhoni had mastered
at his peak. Glichrist reiterated that
the 22-year-old Pant should only fo-
cus on being his own best version in-
stead of trying to ape the iconic for-
mer captain, who is currently on a
sabbatical. “My number one sugges-
tion to Indian fans and journalists
would be: Don't attempt to compare
him with MS Dhoni.” he said. “I know
from personal experience, I went af-
ter lan Healy, who was picked in the
best ever Test cricket team in
Australia. I just didn't want to try to
be Ian Healy. I wanted to learn from
him but I wanted to be Adam
Gilchrist and that would be my ad-
vice to Rishabh,” he said. PTI

PLAYING CATCH-UP

Trailing 0-1 in the three-match T20 series, India play Bangladesh in Rajkot on Thursday. P11

In T20, tortoise don’t win

Dhawan’s struggle in the Powerplay and his failure to convert starts is hurting India’s top-order

VISHAL MENON
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

AJINKYA RAHANE was asked to open with
Rohit Sharma during India’s 2016 World T20
semi-final against West Indies at the
Wankhede Stadium. His brief was simple:
actas a buffer to his opening partner and cap-
tain Virat Kohli; consolidate and set a plat-
form for the big-hitters to follow. Rahane did
exactly that. Except, by the time he was dis-
missed in the 16th over, he had consumed
35 deliveries for his 40 runs and could muster
only two boundaries. India lost that match
despite scoring 1922, taking first strike. That
some of India’s belligerent hitters such as
Suresh Raina, Hardik Pandya and Manish
Pandey did not even get to bat suggests the
team paid a huge price for their defensive
mindset. The West Indies loss also highlights
afundamental aspect about T20 batting: It’s
not about conserving wickets, but how
smartly you utilise your batting resources.

Of late, Shikhar Dhawan has begun to
mirror Rahane of the 2016 World T20 semi-
final. He bats sedately and prefers to be the
buffer of either Rohit or Virat. However, in
their absence, Dhawan goes more into his
shell, unsure about how he should approach
aT20 game.

This was the case in point during his
painstaking 42-ball 41 vigil against
Bangladesh at the Feroz Shah Kotla on
Sunday. The 33-year-old’s credentials as an
ODI opener is well documented but IPL and
in T20Is have thrown open some glaring in-
adequacies. A tally of 1,454 runs at an average
of 27.96 and a strike-rate of 128.6 with nine
fifties suggest that he has been largely consis-
tent over a prolonged period of time in this
format. In fact, there’s not much of a differ-
ence with his IPLnumbers either - 4,579 runs
in 159 matches at an average of 33.42 and
striking it at a shade over 124.

However, it's Dhawan’s inability to push
the scoring that has led to his team’s calami-
tous implosions. Since the 2016 World T20,
India’s run-rate during field restrictions is 8.2
that puts them in the middling sixth posi-
tion, behind England, Australia, Ireland, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh. However, things im-
prove only marginally for Dhawan even af-

Eng lose 5 wkts for 10 runs

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
NELSON, NOVEMBER 5

A DRAMATIC England collapse which saw
five wickets fall for only 10 runs allowed New
Zealand to snatch a 14-run victory in their
Twenty20 international in Nelson Tuesday. It
also put New Zealand 2-1 ahead in the series
with two games to play. England were on
track to overhaul New Zealand’s 180 when
they reached 139 for two in the 15th over,
with captain Eoin Morgan in full flight as he
cracked sixes off consecutive Mitchell
Santner deliveries.

But with England needing 42 off the re-
maining 31 deliveries Santner turned the
match when he had Morgan caught by Colin
Munro off the final ball of the over. Dawid
Malan (55) and James Vince (49) had laid a
solid foundation for England at the top of the
innings. But Morgan’s dismissal started a col-
lapse which saw Munro run out Sam Billings
for one in the following over before Blair

Morgan’s dismissal started a
collapse which saw Munro run
out Sam Billings for one in the
following over before Blair
Tickner removed Vince.

Tickner removed Vince. In the space of two
deliveries Lockie Ferguson bowled Lewis
Gregory without scoring and had Sam
Curran caught for two leaving Tom Curran
and Sagib Mahmood to struggle through to
the end. “That’s one that got away,” England
captain Morgan said, pointing to the lack of
experience in his squad. “We were in control
for the whole chase until we were three or
four down, probably that’s a lack of experi-
ence. The the guys need to get more games
into them at this level.”

Ferguson and Tickner both finished with
two for 25 while spinner Santner and Ish
Sodhi took a wicket apiece. “It could have

ter field restrictions are taken off. Post
Powerplay, he strikes at 134.5, which is only
asix-pointrise from his overall career strike-
rate. On the other hand, his opening partner
Rohit Sharma and captain Virat Kohli, make
it count during in this period, striking at an
impressive 169.5 and 171.4 respectively.

This stat underlines Dhawan’s inadequa-
cies further - that even after getting set - he
rarely goes on to make it count like Rohit or
Virat. It's still too early to
push the panic button,
but the loss to
Bangladesh puts
Dhawan’s role under the
spotlight.

In August when he
was struggling in West
Indies in the T20 series,
his captain Kohli had
backed him. “You know
this format will give him
space and time to just
ease himself into it and
not necessarily to have a
go after the bowlers. |
think he is an experi-
enced player to know
how to build an innings
and get big runs.”

That seems to indi-
cate that the manage-
ment is fine with a cau-
tious start as long as he
makes up later - which

48.8%

Since 2014, Dhawan has played

gish top three in T20?

The poor strike-rate aside, the opener has
struggled to convert his starts. Following his
76 against Australia in Brisbane in November
last year, he has gone 11 innings without a
half-century. In the ensuing period, he has
consistently notched up scores of 30s and
40s, but has always remained under the
shadow of either Rohit or Virat, who have
taken their team past the finish line through
their sheer individual
brilliance.

These twin anom-
alies came to the fore
during Sunday’s match,
where he struggled with
timing and placement,
and just when he looked
like he had got the
measure of himself, he
was dismissed. An indif-
ferent Dhawan also put
strife on the likes of KL
Rahul and Shreyas lyer,
who perished inabid to
up the ante.

Under any scenario -
during herculean chases
or in pursuit of actively
setting targets - whichis
the team management’s
game planin the run-up
to the World T20 in
Australia, Dhawan'’s ef-
forts at the Kotla was a

he has failed todo fora  48.8% of dot balls during thoroughly  under-
while now.Buteventhat  Powerplay — the highest whelming affair.
sedate-starttacticofthe  percentage for an opener. This Dhawan likes the
team needs to be ques-  also explains his poor strike-rate ball coming onto the bat
tioned and jettisoned. between overs 1-6 in T20is. and relishes facing pace
Considering Rohit upfront, whichis why he
Sharma too likes to take enjoys batting on

a couple of overs in to settle, India can’t af-
ford to have both openers adopt a similar ap-
proach. Also, Dhawan’s slow-coach approach
is likely to have an impact on Sharma; force
him to attack earlier than he prefers and up-
set his batting plans.

If you have Kohli in mix - another bats-
man who prefers to bide his time at the start
- thenIndia has its top three who don’t like to
explode on arrival. Even if Sharma and Kohli
do accelerate later, can the team afford a slug-

to implode

gone either way at the halfway mark. But we
knew if we could keep taking wickets it
would be touch for them,” New Zealand cap-
tain Tim Southee said.

A sound middle-order partnership by
Colin de Grandhomme and Ross Taylor laid
the basis for New Zealand after Martin
Guptill had given them a flying start with 33
off 17 deliveries. Man-of-the-match de
Grandhomme smacked 55 off 35 while
Taylor produced a more sedate 27 from 24
in a 66-run stand after New Zealand were
three down in the eighth over.

It was a better performance by England

in the field with a much-improved catching
effort which accounted for four of the seven
wickets. But the bowling discipline dropped
as New Zealand benefited from eight wides
and two no balls.
BRIEF SCORES: New Zealand 180 for 7 in 20
ovs (C de Grandhomme 55, M Guptill 33; T
Curran 2/29)beat England 166 for 7in 20 ovs
(J Vince 49, D Malan 55; L Ferguson 2/25, B
Tickner 2/25).

Australian pitches.

However, his home turf at the Kotla tends
to be slow and grips on the surface, which
brings spinners into contention. Against
Bangladesh, it was a combination of spinand
pacers, who cramped him up for room by
bowling around the wicket that hindered his
free-flowing stroke-play.

Making every ball count
Following their 2016 World T20 triumph,
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“In one day cricket, once you get past that powerplay overs
the field is spread. You can just take singles and rotate
strike and then odd boundaries here and there will come.
But Test cricket is not like that. There are a lot of catching
positions, so you have to be very disciplined.”

ROHIT SHARMA

coach Phil Simmons, former West Indies
coach summed up a batsman’s approach in
T20Is: “Every ball, you have to re-evaluate
the situation for the next ball. In Tests you as-
sess by sessions; in ODIs you assess it by
overs; in T20 cricket now you assess by balls.
Every ball is an event,” he had said.

There’s little doubt that Dhawan, Rohit
and Virat have been India’s trump-cards in
white-ball cricket for a while now. However,
with the 2020 World T20 in Australia less
than a year away, the team management
needs to re-calibrate their plans. Instead of
continuing with the conventional conserve-
your-wickets policy that saw their exit at the
previous showpiece event, they would do
well to inject a bit of mayhem and induct a
few wild-cards who, as Simmons suggests,
have the propensity to make every ball in a
T20 game count. The shortest format has
evolved at such a frenetic pace that six-hit-
ting has replaced singles, doubles and even
boundaries as the inherent function.

It’s little wonder why big-hitters are so
much in demand. During this year’s IPL,
Sunrisers Hyderabad profited by inducting
two prolific and ultra-aggressive openers in
David Warner and Jonathan Bairstow.

An Australian and an Englishman’s pair-
ing was an unlikely one, but they set the tem-
plate of how T20 openers ought to operate -
insouciant and seizing the initiative from the
first delivery - a consequence of which
Hyderabad invariably got off to rollicking
starts.

A misfiring Dhawan could just stake the
claim for propping up Rishabh Pant as Rohit’s
opening partner.

The idea may not seem that outlandish
because the wicket-keeper has had precious
little to do batting down the order. Getting
the full 20 overs might just unshackle him
and his pyrotechnics will not only give India
the desired momentum during Powerplay,
but it will not help ease a bit of pressure on
Rohit.

With a limited time-frame, the idea is to
get your big-hitters in as early as possible so
that they can face majority of the 120 deliv-
eries a T20 game offers. There’s always a risk
that such a plan may backfire. But on the
night it comes off, no total will look incon-
ceivable and no target unachievable

Smith powers
Australia to
easy win

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CANBERRA,NOVEMBER 5

STEVE SMITH smashed an unbeaten 80 off
51 balls and led Australia to a thumping
seven-wicket win over Pakistan in the sec-
ond Twenty20 on Tuesday. Pakistan was re-
stricted to 150 for 6 and Australia cruised to
151 for 3 with nine balls to spare.

The first match was a no result because
of rain with Australia in charge at Sydney. The
third and final match of the series will be at
Perth on Friday. “The way we kept taking
wickets throughout the innings was really
important because we know how damaging
Pakistan can be in the powerplay or at the
end, so to get wickets consistently was the
key,” Australia captain Aaron Finch said.

Australia lost both of its in-form opening
batsmen — Finch and David Warner — inside
the first six overs, then Smith took charge.
Wiarner (20), who hit four boundaries in left-
arm spinner Imad Wasim's first over, was
clean bowled by Mohammad Amir while
Finch (17) couldn't clear captain Babar Azam
at mid-off. Smith raised his fourth T20 half-
century off 36 balls when he whipped tall fast
bowler Mohammad Irfan to the midwicket
boundary. He hit three boundaries on the off
side inan Amir over as Australia eased to vic-
tory in the 19th over.

Smith hit 11 fours and a six. “It was nice to
be there at the end and get the boys home,”
Smith said. “I thought the bowlers set it up
early. It was probably a 170 wicket, I reckon, at
least. They bowled beautifully. Then it was
just about timing the run, and fortunately I
was able to do that tonight.”

Earlier, Pakistan, which won the toss,
owed its total to a career-best 64 not out by
No. 6 batsman Iftikhar Ahmed. Captain Babar
Azam, the world's top ranked T20 batsman,
was run out after hitting 50 off 38 balls but it
was Ahmed's late charge against seamer
Kane Richardson which made Pakistan to-
tal's competitive.

“We are disappointed, Steve Smith took
the match away,” Azam said. “He played a
magnificent innings. It's very difficult when
we lose early wickets. We have to gain the
momentum again (but) credit goes to Iftikhar
the way he played, it's a good knock.”

Opener Fakhar Zaman's (2) poor form
continued as the left-hander sliced Pat
Cummins to a diving Warner at mid-off in
the third over and Haris Sohail (6) couldn't
adjust toRichardson's pace and top-edged a
pull shot.

BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 150 for 6 in 20 ovs
(Babar Azam 50, Iftikhar Ahmed 62; Ashton
Agar 2/23) lost to Australia 151 for 3 in 18.3
ovs (Steve Smith 80; Mohammad Irfan 1/27).

Steve Smith made 80 off 51 balls
against Pakistan.

Smith raised his fourth T20 half-
century off 36 balls when he
whipped tall fast bowler
Mohammad Irfan to the
midwicket boundary. He hit
three boundaries on the off side
in an Amir over as Australia
eased to victory in the 19th over.

Spectators watch the 3rd Twenty20 between England and New Zealand at Saxton Oval, in Nelson, New Zealand. Photosport
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Deepak overcomes self-doubts, poor form to secure Olympic quota

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 5

DEEPAK KUMAR, the 10m air rifle shooter,
has been going through alean patch over the
past year. In four World Cup appearances, he
had reached the final just once. A 7th place
finish at Rio de Janeiro was his best finish.
The slump in form had seen him try almost
everything to reverse it.

He changed his shooting jacket and then
went back to the old one, experimented with
the trigger movement and also with the am-
munition he used. He was finding a way to
be at his best. It hadn't all come together till
Tuesday, at the Asian Shooting Champion-
ships in Doha. On his birthday, the 32-year-
old won a bronze and booked a quote place
for next year's Rio Olympics — India’s 10th
for the Games.

Deepak shot a score of 626.8 in qualifica-
tion to finish behind Yukun Liu of China and
Taeyun Nam of Korea, who shot scores of
629.0 and 628.9 and qualified for the final

Sindhu makes
another early
exit, doubles
pair wins

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
FUZHOU,NOVEMBER 5

WORLD CHAMPION PV Sindhu suffered a
shock defeat to lower-ranked Pai Yu Po of
Chinese Taipei in the opening round to be
ousted but India's doubles campaign was off
toagood start in the USD 700,000 China Open
here on Tuesday. World No.6 Sindhu, who
made early exits in China, Korea and Denmark,
lost 13-21 21-18 19-21 toworld No.42 Paiina
74-minute women's singles match here.

However, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy gave
the Indian camp reason to be cheerful with
twin victories in the men's and mixed dou-
bles categories. Thailand Open champions
Satwik and Chirag Shetty, who had reached
the French Open finals last month, defeated
the American pair of Phillip Chew and Ryan
Chew 21-9 21-15 to set up a second-round
meeting with sixth seeds Japanese Hiroyuki
Endo and Yuta Watanabe.

Earlier, Satwik and Ashwini Ponnappa,
ranked 30th, defeated Canada's Joshua
Hurlburt-Yu and Josephine Wu 21-19 21-19
to make a positive startin the mixed doubles
competition. They will face fifth-seeded
Korean pair of Seo Seung Jae and Chae
Yujung next. In men's singles, HS Prannoy,
who has recently recovered from dengue, fal-
tered in the opening round, losing 17-21 18-
21 to Denmark's Rasmus Gemke. The
women's doubles pair of Ashwini Ponnappa
and N Sikki Reddy was blown away 9-21 8-
21 by world No.10 Chinese pair of Li Wen Mei
and Zheng Yu in 30 minutes.

Inthe women's singles match, Sindhu, who
had reached the quarterfinals at French Open
in her last outing, came into the match with a
3-0head-to-head record against Pai but it was
the 28-year-old Taiwanese, who took the ini-
tiative early, opening up a 3-Olead in the open-
ing game. Though Sindhumade it4-4, Pai was
8-4 ahead before making it 11-5 at the break.
The Taiwanese didn't take her foot off the pedal
and moved to 12-8 before reeling off eighth
straight points to zoom to 20-8. Sindhu saved
five game points before Pai earned the brag-
ging rights after sealing the opening game.

In the second game, Sindhu dished out a
better performance, opening up a 7-4 lead
and then maintaining it at the interval. The
Indian kept moving ahead and roared back
into the contest, despite a stiff challenge from
Pai. Pai got her act together in the decider as
she once again dominated the proceedings
early on, surging to 8-2 before making it 11-
3 at the breather.

Mourinho in fray to be
new Bayern coach

Bayern Munich president Uli Hoeness says the
German giants will take their time to find Niko
Kovac's successor, but expects them to be able
to name a new head coach within three
weeks. Kovac was sacked on Sunday after 16
months in charge in the wake of Bayern's 5-1
drubbing at Eintracht Frankfurt, which left the
defending giants fourth in the Bundesliga
table. Kovac's assistant coach Hansi Flick has
been named interim boss. The German me-
dia has already speculated who Kovac's per-
manent replacement will be, but Dutchman
Erik ten Hag, one of the early favourites, has
already announced he will not leave Ajax be-
fore the end of the season. Massimiliano
Allegri, Jose Mourinho and Arsene Wenger,
who are all currently without a club, have been
mentioned as possible candidates.

with a third spot in qualification. It was
Deepak's third-best score of the year at the
international level. In the final, Deepak main-
tained his composure and didn't score be-
low 10.0, though he was one of the three
shooters in the elimination round.

It wasn't smooth sailing for Deepak be-
cause he suffered from an upper-lip allergy.

“InRio, I had suffered dental pain prior to
my individual event and here too, I suffered
an allergy on my upper lip area. But once
gotin the final, I stopped worrying about the
allergy and shot well,” Deepak said.

The Delhi-born shooter, whose father Raj
Kumar works as a liquor shop manager with
Delhi Tourism's liquor and transportation
wing, had won the silver medal in last year's
Asian Games. Post the Asian Games things
didn't go his way.

He changed the shooting jacket he used
just after the Rio World Cup in September.
The decision back-fired because it resulted
ina shoulder injury. He went back to his old
jacket but then began experimenting with
his ammunition before finding the type

Deepak Kumar is the 10th Indian
shooter to book an Olympic quota.

which suited him. “We worked with various
types of pellets. We also made minor adjust-
ments in the trigger making it bit heavy apart
from making the movement of trigger blade
closer to his finger. Earlier, it was not that
close to his finger and the adjustment helped

Manu strikes gold

New Delhi: Manu Bhaker claimed the
women's 10m air pistol gold medal in
the 14th Asian Championship in Doha
on Tuesday. The 17-year-old shot
244 3 towin the top prize in her event.
The Haryana sensation, though, had
already secured an Olympic quota at
the Munich World Cup in May. The
Junior Trap Mixed team pairing of
Vivaan Kapoor and Manisha Keer also
won a gold as India finished the day
with five medals.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

him,” Deepak's long-time coach Manoj
Kumar said.

After reaching Doha, in a bid to find form
again, Deepak worked with coaches Manoj
and Oleg Mikhailov towards improving his
shooting posture. “We focused on managing

the load on the left leg and left part of body
and did some exercises, all geared towards
improving my posture,” Deepak added.

He has also been listening to audio books
while meditating to ensure he is relaxed
while shooting.

Changes in training

At 32, Deepak is not old enough to be
called an over-the-hill shooter but he is no
spring chicken either. But his coaches de-
cided to bring about some changes to ensure
he does not get jaded during practice. “We
reduced his shooting while training — to 120-
130 shots from 200 shots. We also worked
on increasing his preparation time to 25-30
seconds per shot from 15-20 seconds ear-
lier,” Manoj said.

The shooter says he remains fit because
he follows the regimen he first picked up as
a youngster at the Ponda gurukul in
Haridwar. He is also inspired by the young-
sters who are making progress.

Divyansh Singh Panwar, 17, had secured
the country's first quota in 10m Air Rifle men

‘Disgraceful, wrong, unfair

Pakistan doubles legend Qureshi slams ITF for moving the Davis Cup tie vs India to a neutral venue

AISAM-UL-HAQ QURESHI

FOR ME it's a very shocking, embarrassing,
disgraceful, disappointing, sad, wrong and
very unfair decision by the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) for hosting this tie
anywhere else but Pakistan. [ don't see any
reason why they had to shift this tie to a
neutral venue when the ITF team in the past
they came to Pakistan twice and cleared all
our safety measures, all our security meas-
ures. So there's no reason now why they had
to say that Pakistan is not safe for the
Indians to come.

We just had the Sri Lankan cricket team
coming and having an unbelievable tour of
cricket in Pakistan. We have Bangladesh
women's team playing in Pakistan right now.
The British Royal Family - the Prince and the
Princess - came to Pakistan and they were
there for six days in Islamabad, Lahore, and
other cities. They had a great time and took
very pleasant memories about Pakistan.

And for me, I'm really sad. I was really
hoping and looking forward to hosting the
Indians in Pakistan. Most of them were my
friends as well.  hoped to send a really pos-
itive message to the people in India and rest
of the world as well; a sports loving message,
friendly message, a caring message. So for
me, itis a very heartbreaking news.

[ really protest against the decision of the
ITF. Our government and Pakistan Tennis
Federation will definitely try toappeal it. I think
this tie would have gone a long way in bring-
ing both the nations together and bringing the
people of both the countries together as well.
And basically telling the world that 'yeah,
sports prevails over any politicians or politics.'
Unfortunately that's not the case right now.

For me, this is a discrimination towards
Pakistan. Before we faced it when our tie
against New Zealand as well in Myanmar, we
were forced to forfeit it. In 100 years of Davis
Cup history that has never happened, but I
think just because it was against Pakistan,
the ITF or the referee didn't really care much.
It's the same scenario right now. If this tie
was supposed to be played in India, we
would be playing this tie in India very easily
and the ITF would have forced us to come to
India and play it. So, for me, it's really discrim-
inating at every single level. And I'm really
disappointed because [ was really, really
looking forward to hosting India in Pakistan
and letting sports prevail in our region for the
first time over politics.

The writer is Pakistan Davis Cup team’s
mainstay. He spoke to Shahid Judge

Haryana girl breaks
Tintu’s record

Haryana's Rachna marked her shift from be-
ing a single-lapper to 800m with a memo-
rable victory in the 35th National Junior
Athletic Championships, breaking Tintu
Luka's 11-year-old under-20 meet record
with a 2:06.12 effort in Guntur on Tuesday.
Luka had set the meet mark at 2:07.48 in
Mysore in 2008. With a bit more challenge
and effort, Rachna could have made a crack
at Luka's national U-20 record (2:05.21, also
set in 2008) but the Haryana girl had to be
content with the meet mark. Haryana's
Parvej Khan secured the boys 800m record
with a time of 1:55.70.

Mital elected new
gymnastics president

Former Competition Commission of India
chairman Sudhir Mital and Shantikumar Singh
were on Tuesday elected as president and gen-
eral secretary respectively, of the Gymnastics
Federation of India (GFI), bringing an end to
the long-drawn factionalism in the sport. Office
Bearers: President: Sudhir Mital; Vice-
Presidents: C Prabhakar, Digvijay Singh, Kiran
Watal, P Prabu; General Secretary: Shanti-
kumar Singh; Joint Secretaries: Anil Mishra,
Manoj Kumar, N Subbarao, Ujjal Baruah;
Treasurer: Kaushik Bidiwala; Executive
Members: A Someshwar, G Gunasekaran, O P
Ranote, Parmeshwar Prajapat.

Aisam-ul-haq Qureshi (L) and Rohan Bopanna played as a doubles team on the ATP tour. File

Pakistan slams India, to appeal decision

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 5

THE PAKISTAN Tennis Federation (PTF)is set
to appeal against the International Tennis
Federation's (ITF) decision to shift the up-
coming Pakistan-India Davis Cup tie out of
Islamabad.

"We have a right to appeal to the ITF on
the decision. That's what we are going to do
right now," says Pakistan's Davis Cup spear-
head Aisam-UI-Haq Qureshi. "The Pakistan
Tennis Federation is going to appeal against
the decision. Let's see what the ITF has to do,
hopefully they will reconsider the decision.
We are going to wait for that first."

The PTF is expected to meet on
Wednesday and make the appeal against

the international body. Interestingly, while
India’s top players and regular non-play-
ing captain Mahesh Bhupathi had refused
to play the tie if it was held in Islamabad,
Pakistan’s star players Qureshi and Ageel
Khan have maintained that they will be un-
available should the tie be played outside
Pakistan.

‘India politicising the event’

The PTF, meanwhile, has slammed their
Indian counterparts for politicising the
Group 1 Asia/Oceania clash. “India has only
politicised a sports event,” PTF President
Salim Saifullah Khan told PTI. “From what I
have heard the AITA was prepared to send
its team to Islamabad but did not get clear-
ance from their government. So I classify it
as politics.”

[SPORTS BAR |

Devin Booker (L) scored 40 points in Phoenix’s 114-109 win over Philadelphia.

Booker scores season-high points in Suns’ win

Devin Booker scored a season-high 40 points on Monday, and Ricky Rubio added 21
points and 10 assists as the host Phoenix Suns handed the Philadelphia 76ers their
first loss of the season, 114-109. Aron Baynes had 15 points and made three 3-point-
ers, Kelly Oubre Jr. scored 14 points, and the Suns shot 53.2 percent from the field.
Phoenix won for the fifth time in seven games, its best start since beginning the 2013-
14 season with the same record. Al Horford had a season-high 32 points and tied a ca-
reer high with five 3-pointers, Tobias Harris had 24 points and 10 rebounds, and Furkan
Korkmaz contributed a career-high 20 points for the Sixers. Philadelphia had been the
last undefeated team in the league after winning its first five. The 76ers played with-
out leading scorer and rebounder Joel Embiid, who served the final game of a two-
game suspension after an altercation with Minnesota center Karl-Anthony Towns last

Wednesday. Kurkmaz started in his place.

The tie was originally scheduled to take
place in September, but after the downgrad-
ing of relations between the two countries
after the Kashmir issue in August, the AITA,
at the behest of the players, appealed to the
ITF to either shift the tie to a neutral venue
or delay it by two months. The ITF went
ahead and rescheduled the tie to November,
but after the AITA made another appeal for
a neutral venue, the ITF again granted the
request.

“As per the Davis Cup Regulations, the
Pakistan Tennis Federation now has the
choice to nominate a neutral venue and has
five working days to confirm their pro-
posed venue,” the ITF had said in a state-
ment. “The venue will be announced once
the choice has been submitted and ap-
proved.”

Football: Indian women’s
team to face Vietnam

The Indian women's football team will look
tomake a strong comeback when it takes on
Vietnam in the second FIFA International
friendly in Hanoi on Wednesday. They lost
the opening game 0-3 and visiting coach
Maymol Rocky believed that her charges
have learnt a lot from that defeat. "It was a
difficult first game for us, but we have learnt
a lot about ourselves and about our oppo-
nents in that defeat,” she said. Maymol has
identified the areas where the team needs
to put in more work.

Racist chants: Verona
get partial stadium ban

Hellas Verona will have part of its stadium
closed for one match as punishment forits fans
racially abusing Mario Balotelli. The Brescia
striker threatened to leave the field because of
the racist chants directed at him by Verona fans
during Sunday's match, which was suspended
for several minutes. The league said Tuesday
that Verona's 'poltrone est' - the sector where
the chants came from - will be closed for one
match. The league said the chants "were clearly
audible” but added that there were chants of
support and applause from other parts of the
ground. It was the second time in the same
weekend that a Serie A game was suspended
for offensive chants. Roma supporters aimed
anti-territorial chants at Napoli on Saturday.

event earlier this year. Deepak believes such
performances by youngsters bode well for
the sport in the country. “Someone reminded
me that I turned 32 today (laughs). The key
for me is to keep motivating myself and I be-
lieve experience teaches you a lot and that's
the advantage for me as compared to young-
sters. But I am also motivated by the per-
formance of shooters like Divyansh. They are
the present and future of Indian shooting,”
Deepak said.

Back home, Deepak's five-year-old
daughter Mishti and two-year-old son
Lakshya are eagerly awaiting for him.
“Deepak spends most of time at the camp
and whenever he gets holidays, he insists on
spending his holidays with family in the
Ponda gurukul in Haridwar. He also spends
3-4 days meditating at the gurukul. It helps
him find the right balance and the whole
family understand this,” Raj Kumar, Deepak’s
father, said.

This time too Deepak is likely to follow
his holiday routine — with the added satis-
faction of having bagged an Olympic berth.

‘Shocked’, says
Bopanna after

AITA replaces
Bhupathi as capt

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 5

A DAY after the International Tennis
Federation (ITF) announced in India’s favour
that the upcoming Davis Cup tie against
Pakistan will be held at a neutral venue in-
stead of Islamabad, the country’s top dou-
bles player Rohan Bopanna has made clear
his ‘shock’ that non-playing captain Mahesh
Bhupathi has been replaced for this tie.

Hours before the ITF’s decision came
through, the AITA had announced that chair-
man of selection committee Rohit Rajpal has
been assigned as non-playing captain for the
tie on November 29-30. “It surprises me that
AITA has changed the Davis Cup captain be-
fore ITF announced the ITF decision yester-
day and where the tie would be held. What
shocks me more is that none of the players
were asked or even informed that the
Captain was going to be changed,” Bopanna
penned in a post on Twitter.

“...Contrary to the incessant beliefs and ac-
tions of AITA and their manner of functioning,
when it comes to the decisions they make in
context to the ‘players’ bestinterests’; with my
years of experience and representation - |
would like for the system to know that a
player’s best interest is when the players are
heard. Andinthis case, atleastinformed. When
we bring our patriotism on the court with ra-
quet (sic) in hand, we also bring a voice.”

Before the tie had been declared shifted
to a neutral venue, Bhupathi, along with
Bopanna, Ramkumar Ramanathan and Sumit
Nagal had declared themselves unavailable
for the tie in Pakistan due to security reasons
- Prajnesh Gunneswaran and Divij Sharan are
also unavailable due to personal reasons. Now
that the tie has been moved, the players have
made themselves available. Though the play-
ers were not consulted over the decision to
replace the captain, Bhupathi however, was
reportedly informed by the AITA.

“The Committee decided about appoint-
ing Rajpal as a captain for this tie and we in-
formed Mahesh too prior to this that if he has
refused to go, he cannot be selected as the cap-
tain,” AITA secretary general Hironmoy
Chatterjee had said. “Regarding the continua-
tion of Mahesh as the captain after this tie, the
committee will decide about that after the tie.
Regarding the appointment of captain for this
tie, it was the committee's decision. We have
not consulted with the players earlier too. Once
the teamis announced, the captain will sitand
discuss the plans with the team members.”

WADA to investigate
Salazar's athletes

World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)
President Craig Reedie has said the organisa-
tion will look into athletes who trained un-
der banned coach Alberto Salazar as part of
the Nike Oregon Project (NOP), according to
a London Times report on Tuesday. Salazar,
who counts Britain's Olympic and world
champion Mo Farah (in pic) among the top
distance runners he has coached, was last
month banned for four years by the U.S. Anti-
Doping Agency (USADA) for doping viola-
tions. The USADA investigation found no ev-
idence of any wrongdoing by Salazar's
athletes. According to the report, USADA of-
ficials are in the process of sending all of their
evidence to WADA's headquarters and The
Times understands it would be willing to
work alongside the global agency.
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Stumbling rivals leave PSG wary

FA overturn
Son’s red card
for tackle

on Gomes

REUTERS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 5

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR have successfully
appealed against a red card shown to Son
Heung-min for a tackle that led to Everton
midfielder Andre Gomes breaking his ankle,
so the Spurs striker can play in his side's next
three games, the FA said on Tuesday.

Gomes suffered a fracture dislocation to his
right ankle in the second half of Sunday's 1-1
draw at Goodison Park when he landed off bal-
ance at speed after the tackle from Son and
then collided with Spurs full back Serge Aurier.

Referee Martin Atkinson initially showed
ayellow card but then produced a red card -
an automatic three-match ban - after a VAR
intervention, with the Premier League stat-
ing Son had endangered Gomes' safety with
his initial challenge.

"Son Heung-min will be available for
Tottenham Hotspur FC's next three domes-
tic fixtures after an independent Regulatory
Commission upheld a claim of wrongful dis-
missal,” the FA said in a statement.

Portugal international Gomes had sur-
gery on Monday, and Everton said afterwards
he was expected to make a full recovery.

"Everton Football Club can confirm
Andre Gomes underwent surgery to repair
afracture dislocation to his right ankle earlier
today and the procedure went extremely
well,"” a club statement said.

Tottenham's players were also affected
by the incident, with Son -- who was sent off
by referee Martin Atkinson for his challenge
-- in tears and Serge Aurier, who collided
with Gomes, substituted.It added: "The 26-
year-old is expected to make a full recovery."

Spurs' next domestic fixture is a Premier
League home game on Saturday against
Sheffield United.

French giants play down ‘improved chance’ as fellow heavyweights Madrid, Barca and Bayern struggle for form

AFP/REUTERS
NOVEMBER 5

WITH REAL Madrid, Barcelona and Bayern
Munichlooking below par this season, Paris St
Germain could be forgiven for believing they
have a better chance of winning the
Champions League - but coach Thomas Tuchel
refuses to be drawn into the debate.

"Itis only November. No team has ever won
the Champions League in November," the
German told a news conference on Tuesday
on the eve of their Group A game against Club
Brugge. "Real Madrid have done a lot in the
Champions League, but they have never won
itin November or December."

PSG will qualify for the last 16 if they win
at the Parc des Princes on Wednesday, but the
side will only be judged by their ability to
progress in the knockout stages, having failed
toreach thelast eightin the last three seasons.

Tuchel welcomes back holding midfielder
Marco Verratti, who was out injured when PSG
suffered their third league defeat of the season
against lowly Dijon.

In the Champions League, however, PSG
have won their first three games against Real
Madrid, Galatasaray and Club Brugge, scoring
nine goals and conceding none.

"Let's just take it game by game. Tomorrow
we play Brugge and we will only focus on that
for now," said midfielder Idrissa Gueye.

"We're also focused on the league, but it is
true that the Champions League being such a
big competition, we're more concentrated.”

PSG can also qualify with a draw if Real
Madrid avoid defeat at home against
Galatasaray. Should Real and the Turkish side
share the points, the Ligue 1 leaders will go
through even if they lose to Brugge.

Bale 'not ready' to play for Real
despite Wales call up

Gareth Bale is unavailable for Real Madrid's
Champions League clash at home to

PSG have won their first three Champions League games against Real Madrid,
Galatasaray and Club Brugge, scoring nine goals and conceding none. AP

Galatasaray on Wednesday due toinjury even
though he has been called into the Wales squad
for their upcoming Euro 2020 qualifiers, coach
Zinedine Zidane has said.

Bale has not featured for Real since getting
injured after Wales 1-1 draw with Croatia on
Oct. 13 but on Tuesday was included in Ryan
Giggs' squad for their crucial qualifiers against
Azerbaijan and Hungary.

Real have not released any medical infor-
mation on Bale's latest injury.

"We'll see how heis at the end of the week
and we'll seeif he's able to go with his national
team or not. Right now, heisn't ready,” Zidane
told a news conference ahead of his side's
Group A match with the Turkish champions.

As decade draws to close, generation
of rulers in women’s tennis emerges

CHRISTOPHER CLAREY
NOVEMBER S

IT WAS once again Serena Williams'’s
decade, but the last year of the 2010s was
not her year, though she made her pres-
ence and power felt by reaching two Grand
Slam finals.

In 2019, the biggest moments and most
prestigious trophies belonged to players
much younger than Williams, who turned
38 in September.

The emergence of charismatic teenage
talents like Bianca Andreescu and Coco
Gaulff was reassuring for the future of the
sport, whose relevance to younger, enter-
tainment-saturated audiences remains a
question mark. But it was bittersweet for
all those who would like to see Williams
get the emotional and statistical payoff she
has been striving for since she returned to
work after becoming a mother.

Instead, the 2019 season belonged to
the likes of Naomi Osaka, 22, who started
strong, winning the Australian Open in
January and rose to No. 1 before losing her
mojo and finally rebounding to win two ti-
tles in October.

It belonged to Andreescu, a versatile 19-
year-old Canadian newcomer who believes
in the power of meditation and won the
prestigious BNP Paribas Open in Indian
Wells, California, and later beat Williams
to win the United States Open in her first
main-draw appearance.

It belonged to Simona Halep, 28, who
found form again at just the right time to
win her first Wimbledon, routing Williams
with a deep-in-the-zone performance in
the final.

“We've played some exceptional tennis
this year,” she said last week, defying even
logic in her desire to recognize her support
team, which includes her coach, Craig
Tyzzer, and her mental coach, Ben Crowe.

Hitting the shots on her own, she added
big-match belief to her formidable and var-
ied tennis skill set and won her first pre-
mier-mandatory singles title at the Miami
Open and her first Grand Slam singles title
at the French Open. She then finished off
the WTA season on Sunday by claiming the
elite WTA Finals and a record $4.42 million
in Shenzhen, China.

“Mentally, I think it finally came to-
gether for her,” said Daniela Hantuchova,
the former top-five player turned tennis
analyst. “We’ve all been there. Everyone
tells us how good we are, but we have to
believe it ourselves. And she does now.”

Barty, already an Australian icon, will
finish the year at No. 1 — quite an achieve-
ment for someone who, burdened by the
big expectations, once left the tour to play
cricket, and quite a leap from Barty’s No. 15
ranking at the end of 2018.

But then it was a year of big jumps and
drops. Some stars fell back: Sloane
Stephens, Garbifie Muguruza, Angelique
Kerber, Caroline Wozniacki, Venus
Williams and Jelena Ostapenko.

But new ones emerged or re-emerged.
Andreescu went from No. 173 to No. 5 and
became the first Canadian to win a Grand
Slam singles title.

The teenager Marketa Vondrousova, a

Ashleigh Barty, already an Australian icon, will finish the year at No. 1 — quite an
achievement for someone who once left the tour to play cricket. Reuters

Federer, Djokovic drawn in same finals group

London: Spectators will be hoping fora mini
repeat of this year's epic Wimbledon final
between Novak Djokovic and Roger
Federer after the two tennis legends were
drawn in the same group for next week's
climax to the season, the ATP Finals.

Djokovic, who could finish the week as
world number one, and Federer fought out
athrilling five set final at Wimbledon with
the Serbian coming from a break down in
thefinal settowinit7-6(7/5),1-6,7-6(7/4),
4-6,13-12(7/3) in what was at four hours
and 57 minutes the longest final in the tour-
nament's history.

Their group clash in London will only
be the best of three sets -- Austria's two-
time French Open finalist Dominic Thiem
and Italian Matteo Berrettini make up the
quartet.

remarkable returner and the latest talented
Czech left-hander, went from No. 67 to No.
16, losing to Barty in the French Open final.

Belinda Bencic, a smooth Swiss coun-
terpuncher, came back from injury with
her father, Ivan, back as her primary coach
and rose from No. 37 to No. 8.

Alison Riske, an American veteran,
soared 45 spots with an upgraded game
and a new emphasis on analytics to finish
at No. 18.

But precocity remains a powerful atten-
tion magnet, and younger Americans were
difficult to ignore.

Sofia Kenin, 20, won three titles with
her competitive fire and fine baseline
game, and rose from No. 52 to No. 14.

Amanda Anisimova, 18, won her first
tour title in Bogota, Colombia, and reached
the French Open semifinals by defeating

World number one Rafael Nadal isina
group with this year's US Open finalist
Daniil Medvedeyv, Stefanos Tsitsipas of
Greece and Germany's Alexander Zverev.

Nadal declared himself fit for the finals
on Tuesday after he pulled out of last
week's Paris Masters semi-finals -- a scan
revealed a "slight strain to the left abdom-
inal". Nadal had still replaced Djokovic --
who won the Paris Masters -- as world
number one but the Serbian canreclaimit.

Djokovic will take top spot if he wins
two group-stage matches and reaches the
final and if the 33-year-old Spaniard --who
has yet to win the finals -- does not play or
fails to win a round-robin match.

Djokovic will also finish the year as
number one if he wins the tournament and
Nadal does not reach the semi-finals. AFP

Halep, the defending champion. She
missed the U.S. Open because of the sud-
den death of her father and longtime coach,
Konstantin, before returning to the tour in
October.

Kenin and Anisimova made waves in-
side tennis, but Gauff, a powerful 15-year-
old from Florida possessed of exceptional
court coverage and court sense, became a
breakout star by reaching the fourth round
at Wimbledon as a qualifier.

She later reached the third round at the
U.S. Open and won her first tour singles ti-
tle, in Linz, Austria, in October, as a lucky
loser.

Gauff, Anisimova and Kenin should add
up to an incandescent future for American
tennis if they can remain focused and,
above all, healthy.

The game remains a gantlet. NYT

"Wiales have the right to callhim up and the
player wants to be fit, there's no doubting that."

Giggs said he hoped Bale would feature for
his club at Eibar on Saturday before reporting
for Wales duty. However, Zidane said the
player, who signed for Real for a then world
record fee of 100 million euros ($111.03 mil-
lion)in 2013, was not close to full fitness.

"What we want is for the player to be fit
and the problemis right now heisn't ready nor
able to complete full training,” Zidane added.

The Frenchman has previously acknowl-
edged his willingness to part company with
Bale and in July he said "if he can leave tomor-
row, so much the better”.

But he offered Bale sympathy for his long-
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running injury troubles, adding that he hopes
the 30-year-old will remain at the club until
next June at least.

"l cantell our fans that the player who suf-
fers the most in a situation like this is the player.
He wants to be with us. He has got injured, he
has returned here and he has not recovered,
but he wants to recover, he wants to play,”
Zidane said.

"People are saying thatI don'tlike Bale, that
Iwant him to leave in January, but that's non-
sense, | want him to stay until the end of the
season.”

The 13-times European champions made
adifficult start to their Champions League cam-
paign but two weeks ago moved up to second
in Group A on four points after winning 1-O at
Galatasaray, who are bottom with one. Paris St
Germain, who lead the standings with nine
points after three games, host Club Bruges on
Wednesday.

Bayern must ‘pull themselves

together’ after Kovac sacking

Bayern Munich's Joshua Kimmich said
there was no room for excuses from his
side now coach Niko Kovac has been
sacked as they look to make a fresh start
under interim manager Hansi Flick in the
Champions League at home to Olympiakos
Piraeus.

Kovac was sacked by the Bundesliga
champions after their shock 5-1 thrashing
at the hands of Eintracht Frankfurt on
Saturday which left them fourth in the
table, four points behind leaders Borussia
Moenchengladbach.

"We must pull ourselves together, we
have no alibis anymore. An excuse from the
coach no longer exists,"” Kimmich told a
news conference on Tuesday ahead of the
Group B match against the Greek side, who
they beat 3-2 away two weeks ago.

"It's not so easy for Hansi, he hasn't had
a lot of time. The main responsibility now
lies with the players.”

No security
concerns for
Stenson ahead of
Hong Kong Open

REUTERS
HONG KONG,NOVEMBER 5

FORMER BRITISH Open champion Henrik
Stenson says he has no concerns about security
ahead of this month's Hong Kong Open as the
tournament looks set to go ahead despite on-
going civil unrest in the Chinese-ruled city.

Numerous sporting events have been can-
celled in the territory as a result of anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations over the last several
months but the Swede says the European Tour
event at Fanling should be safe for players and
spectators.

"I've never had any real concerns travelling
anywhere in the world to play golf," said
Stenson, who headlines a field that also in-
cludes former Masters champion Patrick Reed.

"We have a Tour and they always put the
safety of players and fans first. It's something
thatIleave for the European Tour as part of the
staging of this eventand whenever there's the
go-ahead to play a golf tournament I'm there
ready to play.

"It's never been a concern of mine."

The protests began in June over a now-
shelved controversial extradition bill which
kickstarted a series of demonstrations that
have turned increasingly violent. The Hong
Kong Open tennis event, which is part of the
WTA Tour and was due to be held in October,
was called off while the Hong Kong Open
squash championships were also cancelled.

But the territory’s premier golf competi-
tion, now in its 61st year, will go ahead as
planned. The Nov. 28 to Dec. 1 tournamentfills
the opening slot of the 2020 European Tour's
Race to Dubai. Prior to appearing in Hong Kong
Stenson, who finished 20th at the WGCHSBC
Champions event in Shanghai last weekend,
travels to South Africa for the Nedbank Golf
Challenge before taking his place at the Tour's
end of season DP World Tour Championship
in Dubai.



