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[ran resumes uranium
enrichment at Fordow plant

This marks Tehran's fourth step away from the 2015 nuclear agreement

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

Iran resumed uranium en-
richment at its underground
Fordow plant south of Teh-
ran on Thursday in a new
step back from its commit-
ments under a landmark
2015 nuclear deal, raising
alarm from Western powers.
Engineers began feeding
uranium hexafluoride gas in-
to the plant’s mothballed en-
richment centrifuges in “the
first minutes of Thursday”,
the Iranian Atomic Energy
Organisation said.

The suspension of urani-
um enrichment at the long-
secret plant was one of the
restrictions on its nuclear
programme Iran had agreed
to in return for the lifting of
sanctions. Iran’s announce-
ment that it would resume
enrichment at the Fordow
plant from midnight (2030
GMT on Wednesday) had
drawn a chorus of concern
from the remaining parties
to the troubled agreement.

The resumption of enrich-
ment at Fordow is Iran’s
fourth step away from the

Border with
Nepal not
altered: India

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday said the
new map of the country
did not revise anything as
far as the border with Ne-
pal is concerned. The res-
ponse came after Nepal’s
Foreign Ministry com-
plained that the map dep-
icted Nepali territory of Ka-
lapani as part of the Indian
State of Uttarakhand.

“Our map accurately
depicts the sovereign terri-
tory of India. The new map
has in no manner revised
our boundary with Nepal.
The boundary delineation
exercise with Nepal is on-
going under the existing
mechanism. We reiterate
our commitment to find a
solution through dialogue
in the spirit of our close
and friendly bilateral rela-
tions,” said Raveesh Ku-
mar, spokesperson, Fo-
reign Ministry.

Nepal on Wednesday
had formally protested ov-
er the issue. A press release
by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs there said Kathman-
du is committed to protect
Nepal’s territorial integrity.
“Nepal is clear that Kalapa-
ni is a part of Nepali territo-
ry. We are committed to
protect the international
boundaries of Nepal and
for that we have diplomatic
dialogue with friendly Ne-
pali Foreign Ministry de-
clared,” said the press
release.
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Deal in danger: Centrifuge machines in Natanz uranium

enrichment facility, Iran, in a photo released on Tuesday. =ap

agreement. The United
States called for “serious
steps” to be taken in res-
ponse to the move. “Iran’s
expansion of proliferation-
sensitive activities raises
concerns that Iran is posi-
tioning itself to have the op-
tion of a rapid nuclear brea-
kout,” U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said in a state-
ment.

Uranium enrichment is
the sensitive process that
produces fuel for nuclear
power plants but also, in
highly extended form, the

fissile core for a warhead.

Iran is now enriching ura-
nium to 4.5%, exceeding the
3.67% limit set by the 2015
deal but less than the 20% le-
vel it had previously operat-
ed to and far less than the
90% level required for a war-
head. Iran has always denied
any military dimension to its
nuclear programme.

IAEA inspection

It has been at pains to em-
phasise that all of the steps it
has taken are transparent
and swiftly reversible if the

remaining parties to the
agreement find a way to get
round U.S. sanctions.

“All these activities have
been carried out under the
supervision of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agen-
cy,” the Iranian nuclear or-
ganisation said.

A source close to the Unit-
ed Nations watchdog said
that it has inspectors on the
ground in Fordow and
would report “very rapidly”
on the steps taken by Iran.

Iran revealed on Thursday
that it had withdrawn the
credentials of one IAEA in-
spector last week after she
triggered an alarm at the
gate to Iran’s other enrich-
ment plant at Natanz, raising
suspicion she was carrying a
“suspect product”. It did not
specify what the product
was or whether it had actual-
ly been found in the inspec-
tor’s possession. But it pro-
mised that its representative
to the TAEA would deliver a
detailed a report on the inci-
dent at a special meeting on
Iran held at the agency’s
headquarters in Vienna.

China hints at cancelling U.S. tarifts

REUTERS
BEIJING

China and the United States
have agreed to cancel in
phases the tariffs imposed
during their months-long
trade war, the Chinese Com-
merce Ministry said on
Thursday, without specify-
ing a timetable.

An interim U.S.-China
trade deal is widely expect-
ed to include a U.S. pledge to
scrap tariffs scheduled for
December 15 on about $156
billion worth of Chinese im-

ports, including cell phones,
laptop computers and toys.

Phase one trade deal

Tariff cancellation was an
important condition for any
agreement, Ministry spokes-
man Gao Feng said, adding
that both must simultane-
ously cancel some tariffs to
reach a “phase one” trade
deal. “In the past two weeks,
the lead negotiators from
both sides have had serious
and constructive discussions
on resolving various core

concerns appropriately,” Mr.
Gao said. “Both sides have
agreed to cancel additional
tariffs in different phases, as
both sides make progress in
their negotiations.” He did
not give a timeline.

In what could be another
gesture to boost optimism,
China’s state agency Xinhua
reported late on Thursday
that the Chinese customs
and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture are considering remov-
ing restrictions on U.S. poul-
try imports.

Tamil party endorses Premadasa for President

TNA says the Rajapaksas’ record on power devolution has been ‘dismal’

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s main Tamil par-
ty, the Tamil National Al-
liance (TNA), on Thursday
officially endorsed presiden-
tial candidate Sajith Prema-
dasa, ahead of the Novem-
ber 16 poll.

The TNA, which repre-
sents Tamils of the war-af-
fected north and east, said it
based its decision on the
past track records of the two
main candidates — Mr. Pre-
madasa and Gotabaya Raja-
paksa — and on a reading of
their respective manifestos.
In the event of a likely close
contest between them, Ta-
mil (from the north, east and
hill country) and Muslim
votes could prove crucial in
determining the winner,
who requires a vote share of
50% plus one. The minori-
ties are widely credited with
propelling the current

‘All 39 truck
victims were
from Vietham’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

All 39 bodies found in a re-
frigerated truck outside
London last month have
now been identified as citi-
zens of Vietnam, British
police and Vietnamese offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The Vietnamese Embas-
sy said it was “in deep sor-
row” over the confirmation
that the 31 men and eight
women discovered dead in
a truck on October 23 were
from the country. Essex
Police had initially said the
victims were believed to be
Chinese nationals, until
several Vietnamese fami-
lies came forward to say
they feared their relatives
were on board.

Angry Mormons bury their dead in Mexico

Family was possibly caught in crossfire, say investigators; relatives reject the claim

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RANCHO LA MORA

At a ranch in a wooded val-
ley of northern Mexico, Ho-
warth LeBaron gazes mourn-
fully at his three surviving
children. Days ago, they lost
four of their siblings and
their mother in a massacre.

“There are no words for
what happened to them,” he
says, watching the children
as they play with a toy un-
icorn and dinosaur. “There
are no words.”

His wife Rhonita and four
of her children were among
nine victims killed on Mon-
day in a hail of bullets in an
attack  authorities have

blamed on a drug cartel.
They were driving in three
cars on a rural road between
Sonora and Chihuahua, a re-
gion bordering the U.S.
As it prepared to start

State of mourning: A funeral in La Mora, Mexico, for three
persons killed by drug cartel gunmen earlier this week. =ap

holding funerals for the vic-
tims on Thursday, this small
community voiced grief and
anger at the Mexican govern-
ment. They say a gang at-
tacked them deliberately.
The families have stood up
in the past to the powerful
drug cartels that control this

lawless region. Some 30
houses make up the small
ranch community in a valley
ringed with pines.

The families are part of a
large group of U.S. Mormons
who emigrated to Mexico in
the late 19th century, fleeing
persecution for their tradi-

tions, including polygamy.

The community leapt to
prominence a decade ago
when it publicly challenged
the drug cartels over the kid-
napping of a teenage mem-
ber of the LeBaron family.

The military blamed this
weelk’s killings on a drug car-
tel called “La Linea.” Mexi-
co’s Security Minister Alfon-
so Durazo said the attack
might have been a case of
mistaken identity by gun-
men meaning to target a riv-
al gang.

“I don’t know what the
mistake is supposed to have
been,” said Julian LeBaron.
“They knew they were wo-
men and children and still
they attacked them, and af-
ter attacking them they set
them on fire” He accused
the government of failing his
community.

Sarcles o s

Poll talk: Sajith Premadasa at a rally in October. =ap

Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil
Wickremesinghe  govern-
ment to power in 2015.

Over 8.5 lakh people in
the Tamil majority-Northern
Province are registered to
vote, while nearly 12 lakh are
registered to vote in the East-
ern Province, that is home to
Tamils, Muslims and Sinha-
lese. A total of 16 million Sri
Lankans will get to vote in

the country biggest election
in less than two weeks.

The people expected the
newly elected President to
be “genuinely committed” to
democracy, opposed to
authoritarianism and totali-
tarianism, the protection
and preservation of the inde-
pendence of the different in-
stitutions of governance, the
protection of fundamental

rights and human rights, jus-
tice and equality for all citi-
zens irrespective of ethnicity
or religion, TNA leader R.
Sampanthan said in a state-
ment endorsed by all consti-
tuent parties.

Terming the Rajapaksas’
track record on human
rights and power devolution
“dismal”, the TNA referred
to Mr. Premadasa as a “lead-
er with clean hands”, though
a few other Tamil parties in
the north have raised ques-
tions over Mr. Premadasa’s
specific position on power
devolution.

However, taking “all fac-
tors” into account, “particu-
larly past performance on vi-
tal fronts and future
performance based upon
their respective manifestos,”
the TNA has urged all peo-
ple, particularly the Tamil
people, to vote for Mr. Pre-
madasa.

Ex-Twitter employees spied
for Saudi Arabia, alleges U.S.

They gave private data on the kingdoms critics to Riyadh

REUTERS
WASHINGTON/SAN FRANCISCO
Two former employees of
Twitter and a third man
from Saudi Arabia face U.S.
charges of spying for the
kingdom by digging up priv-
ate user data and giving it to
Saudi officials in exchange
for payment, a complaint
from the Department of Jus-
tice shows.

Ali Alzabarah and Ahmad
Abouammo, who used to
work for Twitter, and
Ahmed Almutairi, who then
worked for the Saudi royal
family, face charges of work-
ing for Saudi Arabia without
registering as foreign agents,
according to the complaint

filed against them on Wed-
nesday. The indictment
points an unusually public
finger at Saudi Arabia, a U.S.
ally that maintains warm ties
with  President Donald
Trump despite its bad hu-
man rights record.

Saudi Arabia has not yet
publicly remarked on the
complaint.

King Salman met with the
Director of the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency, Gina
Haspel, in the capital Ri-
yadh, the state news agency
said on Thursday. It gave no
details on the topics dis-
cussed at the meeting,
which was also attended by
the Saudi Foreign and Inte-

Documents show how
FB harnessed user data

Partners like Amazon got special access

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SAN FRANCISCO
Leaked documents from a
civil suit against Facebook
show how the social net-
work aimed to employ user
data as a tool for bargaining
and to manipulate competi-
tors, NBC News reported on
Wednesday. Some 7,000
pages of documents reveal
how Facebook chief Mark
Zuckerberg and his team
harnessed users’ personal
information to reward
partners by giving them pre-
ferential data, while depriv-
ing rivals of the same sort of
information, it reported.
NBC said the emails,
notes and other documents
dated as far back as 2011 and
were supposed to be kept
out of the public eye pend-

ing the civil case in Califor-
nia. They show, for exam-
ple, how Amazon received
special data access after pur-
chasing advertising on Face-
book, while an app called
MessageMe was denied data
after growing so large it be-
came a competitor.

While acting out of self-
motivation, Facebook
planned to portray the
moves as protective of user
privacy, the documents
showed. The lawsuit was
filed by a now defunct start-
up called Six4Three.

The suit accuses Face-
book of abusing its power
over user data, although
most of the documents filed
in the case have been sealed
by a judge at Facebook’s
request.

rior Ministers and the U.S.
Ambassador.

According to the com-
plaint, Mr. Abouammo re-
peatedly accessed the Twit-
ter account of a prominent
critic of the Saudi royal fami-
ly in early 2015. At one in-
stance, he was able to view
the email address and tele-
phone number associated
with the account. He also ac-
cessed the account of a se-
cond Saudi critic to get per-
sonally identifiable
information.

Mr. Almutairi, for his part,
is accused of acting as a go-
between for the Saudi go-
vernment and the Twitter
employees.

ELSEWHERE

ICC hands 30-year-jail
term to Congo warlord
THE HAGUE

International Criminal Court
judges handed Congolese
rebel chief Bosco Ntaganda a
30-year jail term for war
crimes on Thursday, the
highest ever sentence passed
down by the tribunal. arp

N. Korea slams Abe

as ‘idiot and villain’
SEOUL

North Korea slammed
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe as an "idiot and
villain" on Thursday after he
condemned the North's
latest missile test.
Pyongyang last week tested
what it called “super-large
multiple rocket launchers”
but Japan said they were
likely ballistic missiles. arp
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1 Article with a picture originally
relating to a medical condition
(11)

8 One at the helm of European
space station (4)

9 Sounds that move you (5,5)

10 Door to get me in a cell (6)

11 A team with IT working in one
go (2,1,4)

13 Old American in green-
upholstered luxury car (9)

15 Speed of system ports (5)

16 Sure about securing couple of
billions to build monastery (5)

18 Go with request that's absurd
and ridiculous (9)

22 Definite or indefinite number

(7

23 Order from home with
depression (6)

26 True, actors travelling around
the city (10)

27 Standard time for break (4)

28 It's indecent — with fellows
making this noise (4,7)

m DOWN

1 Independent member ain’t
worried about ones that are
beaten (7)

2 Equal with no power — strange

(5)

3 A garment daughter’s wearing
for lecture (7)

(set by Vulcan)
4 |t erupts quiet naturally from
the inside (4)

5 Tax worry stopping agreement

(6)

6 Too many bad clues, not
satisfactory basically (9)

7 Business house entirely set
(4,2)

12 Trap a poacher lastly sets in 3
different directions (5)

14 Defeat apparent before end of
match and series (9)

17 A week extra long at the start
as a rule (6)

19 Journey’s over, left one city

)

20 Shake's ingredients as used by
runner — vegan (7)

21 Sadism always intrinsically
bad (6)

24 Chief Editor backing Arsenal
(5)

25 Refusal, when voiced,
understand (4)
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Muruga’s many names

Daksha performs a yaga, to which he invites all the devas but
does not invite Lord Siva, his son-in-law. Dakshayani, Siva’s
Consort, goes to her father’s yaga, overruling Siva’s objec-
tions. She is insulted and she immolates herself. She is then
reborn as Parvati, who is devoted to Lord Siva and yearns to

marry Him.

The Lord, meanwhile, is engaged in tapas. Because of the
Lord and His Consort being separated, there is no procrea-
tion in the world. The celestials want them to unite. So, they
send Kama, the God of love, to bring about their union. Ka-
ma shoots his arrows to make Siva romantic. But when His
penance is disturbed, Lord Siva burns down Kama by open-
ing His third eye. The Lord’s third eye is known to destroy
evil and bring about good for the world. It was this eye that
brought forth a spark that resulted in Lord Muruga, said R.
Narayanan in a discourse. The spark from Lord Siva’s third
eye is deposited in Saravana Poigai by the river Ganga. The
spark takes the form of six babies. Parvati embraces them,

and they fuse into one form.

Because He was carried by Ganga to Saravana Poigai, Mu-
ruga is called Gangeya. Because the spark from which Muru-
ga emerged was deposited in Saravana Poigai, Muruga is al-
so called Saravana. Because He was raised by the Krittikas,
He is Kartikeya. Because He has six faces, He is Shanmukha.
In his Kandar Alankaram, saint Arunagirinatha praises the
six faces and twelve arms of Muruga, which come to the res-
cue of the world. Because His star is Vishaka, Muruga is also
called Vishaka. He is eternally young, and so He is Kumara.
He is Devasenapati, because He is commander of the celes-
tial forces. He explained the pranava mantra to His father,
Lord Siva, and so He is Swaminatha.
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