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Madhuri
Dixit to
make a
Web debut
on Netflix

Max: 23OC
Min: 8OC
RH: 48%
Rainfall: 10%

Forecast: Sunny

WINDOWS

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE

Wellington: The New
Zealand police has said no
more survivors were expe-
cted to be rescued from an
island volcano that erupted

suddenly on Monday, sug-
gesting as many as two

dozen people could have
died. The police said some

50 people were visiting
White Island when it explo-
ded — hurling ash and rock

high into the air. — AFP
Full report on Page 11

Newly-crowned Miss Universe
2019 South Africa’s Zozibini
Tunzi at a press conference
after the pageant in Atlanta,
Georgia, on Sunday. — AFP
■ Report on Page 12

Karnataka CM B.S. Yediyurappa blesses his son B.Y.
Vijayendra in Bengaluru after the BJP’s win in the
Assembly bypolls on Monday. — PTI

Vikari: Dakshinayana
Tithi: Margasira Shudda

Trayodasi till 10.40 am
Star: Krittika till 5.56 am

(Wednesday)
Varjyam: 5.27 pm to 7.07 pm

Durmuhurtam: 8.51 am 
to 9.35 am and 

10.51 pm to 11.43 pm
Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm

SUNSET TODAY 5.24 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.02 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 4.11 PM

MOONSET TODAY 4.56 AM

24 feared dead 
as volcano erupts 

in New Zealand

New Delhi: Scores of JNU
students were lathicharged

on Monday and several of
them detained when they

tried to march towards
Rashtrapati Bhavan against
the hostel fee hike, throw-
ing traffic out of gear and
leaving Metro commuters

stranded for hours.
Full report on Page 13

Cops lathicharge
JNU students 

Jaipur: Several theatres in
the city stopped screening

Ashutosh Gowariker’s
Panipat on Monday amid

criticism by Jat groups over
the film’s portrayal of Bhar-

atpur’s Maharaja Surajmal.
The shows were cancelled

at Raj Mandir, Cinepolis and
Inox theatres. — PTI

Full report on Page 3

Jaipur theatres stop
Panipat’s screening 
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PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The Akhil Bharat Hindu
Mahasabha on Monday
filed a petition seeking
partial reconsideration
of the Supreme Court’s
Ayodhya verdict to the
extent of its direction to
the Centre and the Uttar
Pradesh government to
give five areas of land at
a prominent place in
Ayodhya to Muslims for
the construction of a
mosque.

The plea for reconsid-
eration of the Ayodhya
verdict also seeks recon-
sideration of the
November 9 verdict that
says “damage was
caused to the mosque in
1934, the mosque was
desecrated in 1949 and
the mosque was demol-
ished on 6.12.1992”.

A five-member Consti-
tution Bench headed by
then Chief Justice Ran-
jan Gogoi (since retired)
had given the ownership
of the entire Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid site to the Ram
Lalla idol for the con-
struction of a Ram tem-
ple.

However, the court,
taking recourse to its
plenary powers under
Article 142 of the
Constitution, had also
directed the Centre and
UP government to allot
five acres of land to
Muslim parties at a
prominent place in
Ayodhya for the 
■ Turn to Page 4

Amaravati,
Dec. 9:
A n d h r a
P r a d e s h
chief minis-
ter Y.S.
J a g a n
Mohan Reddy on
Monday lauded his
Telangana counterpart,
K. Chandrasekhar Rao,
and the state police over
the four accused in the
gang-rape and murder of
a veterinarian being
shot dead in an alleged
encounter.

Mr Jagan, in an emo-
tion-filled speech on
women’s safety in the
state Assembly,
announced that his gov-
ernment would intro-
duce a bill to enact a
strong law to ensure
speedy trial of cases of
atrocities against
women and award of
exemplary punishment.

“As a father of two
daughters, the incident
left me deeply agonised.
As a father, how should I
react to such incidents?
What sort of punish-
ment would give a par-
ent relief? We should
think about it,” the chief
minister said.

“The incident happen-
ed. The media showed
the wrong committed.
Later the Telangana gov-
ernment reacted. Hats
off to KCR and Telan-
gana police officers,” Mr
Reddy remarked.

In the same tone, the
chief minister found
fault with those crying
over human rights. 

— PTI

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Amid intense debate over
its legality and sparring
between government and
Opposition MPs over the
Constitution’s spirit of
secularism, the Lok
Sabha passed the con-
tentious Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill (CAB)
on Monday. During vot-
ing on the bill, 311 MPs
voted in favour while 80
voted against it. The CAB
seeks to provide citizen-
ship to persecuted refug-
ees or migrants of six
communities — Hindus,
Parsis, Sikhs, Jains,
C h r i s t i a n s
a n d
Buddhists —
who live as
minorities in
India’s three
n e i g h b o u r -
ing coun-
t r i e s ,
Bangladesh,
Afghanistan
a n d
Pakistan.

The CAB,
which has
been criti-
cised for
granting citi-
zenship only
to non-
Muslim refugees of three
Islamic neighbouring
countries, is expected to
come up in Rajya Sabha
on Tuesday for its nod.

While the Opposition
termed CAB as a regres-
sive, discriminatory and
divisive legislation that
is against the basic char-
acter and intent of the
Constitution, and is a
means to target Muslims
by treating them as “sec-
ond-rate citizens,” Union
home minister Amit
Shah, while tabling the
bill in Lok Sabha, said the
CAB will provide safety
net of citizenship to per-
secuted persons and

denied that there is any
political agenda behind
it. The minister also
made it clear that the gov-
ernment is determined to
bring National Register
of Citizens in the same
way.

“This will not do injus-
tice to anyone but bring
justice to people who have
been waiting for 70 years.
There is no hidden politi-
cal agenda. We had
declared CAB in our elec-
tion manifestos based on
which 130 crore people
have voted us to power.
Those who are opposing
this bill have an agenda on
minorities. This bill has

been a
demand for
years as sev-
eral were per-
secuted (in
our neigh-
b o u r i n g
countries),”
Mr Shah said.

R e j e c t i n g
claims that
the bill is
anti-Muslim,
Mr Shah
said, “We
will have to
differentiate
b e t w e e n
i n t r u d e r s
and refugees.

CAB does not discrimi-
nate against anyone and
does not snatch anyone’s
rights. It will not do injus-
tice to anyone… This bill
is not even .001 per cent
against Muslims citizens
of India. It is against infil-
trators. If any member
proves that this bill dis-
criminates, I will take it
back… Muslim citizens
in India live with respect
and will continue to do
so.”

Mr Shah asserted that
India has given similar
rights to people in the past
— in 1947 (Partition), 1959
(under  Dandakaranya
■ Turn to Page 4

311 MPs vote in favour while 80 vote
against it; RS likely to take up CAB today

Owaisi tears up copy of bill; Shashi
Tharoor says CAB ‘partitions India’s soul’ 

Amid protests, LS clears CAB

MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, DEC. 9

With the introduction of
CAB in Parliament, stu-
dents of northeastern
states have intensified
their agitation with 16-
Left leaning organisa-
tions calling a 12 hour-
Assam bandh on Tuesday.
The North East Students’
Organisation (NESO) had
already called an 11-hour

North East bandh from 5
am on Tuesday on the
same issue.

In a joint statement, the
16 Left-leaning organisa-
tions, including SFI,
DYFI, AIDWA, AISF,
AISA and IPTA, demand-
ed “scrapping of the bill”
and called for “a 12-hour
Assam bandh” from 5 am
on Tuesday.

They claim that CAB is
nullifies the Assam

Accord of 1985 and say
that the legislation, which
seeks to make it easier for
non-Muslim refugees
from Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and Afghanistan to
gain Indian citizenship, is
an “attempt to rob the
Northeast of its identity”.

Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samiti and its sister
organisations have also
extended their support to
the bandh. PAGE 2

Assam braces for mega bandh today

AGE CORRESPONDENTS
BENGALURU, DEC. 9

The ruling BJP on
Monday swept the
Assembly bypolls to 15
seats in Karnataka, win-
ning as many as 12 of
them, ensuring a comfort-
able majority for chief

minister B.S.
Yediyurappa in the state
Assembly with the BJP
tally now climbing to 117
seats in the 224-member
House, which still has
two vacancies.

The Opposition
Congress had to be con-
tent with just two seats
while the JD(S) led by for-
mer PM H.D. Deve Gowda
drew a blank, though it
had the consolation of
seeing Independent can-
didate in the Hosakote
seat, Sharath Bachche
Gowda, a BJP rebel,
whom it had supported,
defeat BJP candidate
M.T.B. Nagaraj.

The byelections’ victory
has come as a much-need-
ed breather for the BJP,
which had emerged as the
single largest party after
the 2018 Assembly polls,
winning over 100 seats,
but still had to make way

for a JD(S)-Congress
coalition after it fell short
of a majority. After the
coalition collapsed in
July this year, with the
rebellion by a section of
Congress and JD(S)
MLAs, the BJP returned
to power in its southern
citadel but was still short 
■ Turn to Page 4

Triumph for BSY:
BJP wins 12 of 
15 K’taka bypolls

Plea by Hindu
Mahasabha to
relook 5 acres
for Muslims

‘Hats off’ to
KCR, T’gana
police, says
CM Jagan

Lausanne/Moscow, Dec.
9: The World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) on
Monday banned Russia
for four years from major
global sporting events
including the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics and the 2022
World Cup in Qatar, over
manipulated doping data.

WADA executive com-
mittee in Switzerland
acted after concluding that
Moscow had planted fake
evidence and deleted files

linked to positive doping
tests in laboratory data
that could have helped
identify drug cheats.

“For too long, Russian
doping has detracted from
clean sport,” WADA presi-
dent Craig Reedie said.

“The blatant breach by
the Russian authorities of
RUSADA’s reinstatement
conditions... demanded a
robust response. That is
exactly what has been
delivered today,” he said

in a statement.
The impact of the unani-

mous decision was felt

immediately, with WADA
confirming that the
Russian national team
cannot take part in the
2022 World Cup in Qatar
under the Russian flag
and can only participate
as neutrals.

The ban also means that
Russian sportsmen and
sportswomen will not be
able to perform at the
Olympics in Tokyo next
year under their own flag
and national anthem.

The 2020 Tokyo Olympic
organising committee
said it would welcome all
athletes as long as they
were clean.

Russia, which has tried
to showcase itself as a
global sports power, has
been embroiled in doping
scandals since a 2015
report commissioned by
WADA found evidence of
mass doping in Russian
athletics. — Agencies

■ More on Page 16

Russia banned from Olympics, 2022 Fifa Cup

PAWAN BALI
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Indian artillery will now
be able to hit Pakistan
hard for any ceasefire
violations along the Line
of Control. The Indian
Army on Monday tested
newly-acquired GPS
guided 155-mm Excalibur
precision artillery shells
at Pokhran. The Army
has bought these GPS
guided ammunition from
the United States under
emergency financial pow-
ers after the Pulwama
attack in February on a
CRPF convoy.

These ground-launched
precision-guided artillery
shells gives Indian guns
extended range and the
ability to hit targets with
very high accuracy. Its
makers claim that it can
take at least 10 conven-
tional munitions to

accomplish what one
Excalibur weapon can do.

This will also give the
Indian Army the capabili-
ty to hit enemy positions
close to populated areas
without causing collater-
al damage. These shells
will be used in M-777
Ultra Light Howitzers
(ULHs), which are the
first modern artillery
guns acquired by India in
November last year from
the US.

“Today the Indian
Army conducted test-fir-
ing of the newly-acquired
US Excalibur precision-
guided munitions at
Pokhran... a new capabil-
ity that will integrate
with the US-origin M777
Ultralight Howitzer,” the
US embassy said on
Monday. The Excalibur
has a range of approxi-
mately 40 to 57 km.
■ Turn to Page 4

Indian Army gets
added firepower
to hit back at Pak

BATTLEGROUND JHARKHAND

SREEPARNA
CHAKRABARTY
SILLI (JHARKHAND), DEC. 9

If one person can be
branded as the potential
kingmaker in these elec-
tions, it is All Jharkhand
Students Union chief
Sudesh Mahato.

By refusing a pre-poll
alliance with the BJP, the
former deputy chief min-
ister has kept the game
wide open as far as the
Jharkhand Assembly
polls are concerned. But
the guessing game is on
whether he will bargain
hard or pull a Shiv Sena
on the BJP.

Mr Mahato keeps his
cards close to his chest as
far as his post-poll plans
are concerned. “All I
know is that this time
there is going to be
‘Gaanv ki Sarkar,’” he
tells this newspaper.

This in effect indicates
Mr Mahato’s chief minis-
terial ambitions as “Ab ki
baar Gaanv ki Sarkar”
(“This time government
of the village”) is the war
cry of his campaign.

The AJSU is contesting
53 out of 81 Assembly
seats in the state.

“We are a regional
party. Our priorities are
based on that. We have to
take care of that,” he said
when asked why he did
not get into a pre-poll
alliance with the BJP.

Probed further as to
whether the reason was
the unpopularity of the
Raghhbar Das-led BJP
government, he said:
“(Whether Raghuvar Das
is unpopular)... that the
BJP has to decide”.

Mr Mahato remains 
■ Turn to Page 4

Sudesh may be kingmaker
if he wins Mahato bastion

◗ Amit Shah said 
provisions of CAB will
not be applicable to
the tribal areas of
Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura
and in areas covered
under the Inner Line
Permit (ILP). Currently,
ILP is applicable in
Arunachal, Nagaland
and Mizoram. He
added that Manipur
will also be brought
under ILP regime.

AYODHYA DISPUTE

Bengaluru: Stung by the
devastating loss in the
bypolls in which the
party could win only two
of 15 seats, Congress
Legislature Party leader
Siddaramaiah and
Karnataka PCC presi-
dent Dinesh Gundurao
quit their posts on
Monday, throwing the
state unit into disarray.
Both leaders tendered
their resignation to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi accepting moral
responsibility for not
being able to deliver “sat-
isfactory results”.

Cong’s Sidda,
PCC chief 
quit after loss

� By refusing a pre-poll alliance with
the BJP, former deputy CM and AJSU
chief Sudesh Mahato has kept the
game wide open as far as the hark-
hand Assembly polls are concerned.
But the guessing game is on
whether he will bargain hard or
pull a Shiv Sena on the BJP.

DOPING SCANDAL
◗ The WADA ban
means that Russian 
athletes will not be
able to perform at
the Olympics under
their own flag and
national anthem

This citizen-
ship bill is
not even

.001 per cent
against minori-

ties. It is
against 
infiltrators
— Amit
Shah, 
Union

home 
minister

This bill violates
Article 14, 15, 21,
25 and 26... Equals

cannot be treated as
unequal. When a per-
son comes to India, he

is a refugee. You
cannot discrimi-
nate on the
basis of religion
— Manish

Tewari,
Cong MP

When you (Amit
Shah) talk about
minorities, it looks

like Satan is preaching
gospels… What if
Muslims from PoK 

want to come?
What law do 
you have 
for that? 

— Dayanidhi
Maran,

DMK MP

� CAB will replace
Citizenship Act, 1955,
which says those seek-
ing citizenship should
have lived in India for
11 of last 14 yrs

� CAB reduces that time
to 5 yrs for non-Muslim
applicants and proposes
to grant them citizen-
ship even if they do not
have any documents 

� These refugees will
get immunity from legal
cases they are facing as
illegal migrants. This
protection not extended
to Muslim refugees.

Activists of the  Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti take part in a protest against the
Citizenship Amendment Bill in Guwahati on Monday. — PTI

◗ ‘Unpopular CM’
Raghubar likely to
harm BJP prospects

PAGE 3
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Aurangabad: A civic official
in Maharashtra’s Aurangabad

city, who went to greet the
new municipal commissioner
on taking charge on Monday,
ended up receiving a `5,000
fine as his welcome bouquet

had plastic wrapping.
Indian Administrative Service

officer Astik Kumar Pandey
took charge as Aurangabad

Municipal Corporation (AMC)
commissioner and head of

the civic body’s urban devel-
opment department chief,

Ramchandra Mahajan,
was one of the many col-

leagues who came to wish
him good luck. — PTI

Hyderabad: A fine of `9,500
was slapped on a man for

allegedly damaging a tree,
planted as part of the

Telangana government’s
green drive, near here on

Monday by ramming his car
into it. The tree located near
a medical college in Siddipet

town, fell after being hit by
the SUV, official sources 

said. Police said it was due
to negligent driving. The 

matter was reported to the
officials of ‘Harita Haram’, a
massive plantation drive of

the state government.
An official reached the 

spot and slapped a fine of 
`9,500 on the driver, the 

sources said.
— PTI

Bouquet ‘costs’
official `5,000

Politics
Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi accuses the
Modi government of waiving loans of ‘rich
friends’ while cutting the education budget 

CAB is an insult to 
the country and its

Constitution.

— Akhilesh Yadav

SP leader

Man rams SUV into
tree, fined `9,500

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet on Monday cleared

a proposal to set up 218 fast-
track courts for hearing

cases pertaining to crimes
against children and rapes.
State law minister Brajesh
Pathak told reporters that
chief minister Yogi Adity-

anath has expressed concern
over crimes against women.

“The UP Cabinet has decided
that for hearing of cases of

rapes and crimes committed
on children, 218 fast-track

courts will be set up. Of
these, 144 courts will hear

cases of rape, while 74
courts will hear cases in

which POCSO Act has been
slapped,” he said. — PTI

UP gives nod to
fast-track courts 

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court will hear on Wedne-
sday a plea by DMK chal-

lenging the latest notification
for holding panchayat polls

in Tamil Nadu after top court
had directed the State

Election Commission to hold
rural bodies elections exclud-

ing nine newly carved out
districts. A top court bench

headed by Chief Justice S.A.
Bobde agreed to hear the

plea also backed by the with
Congress, Marumalarchi

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
and the Communist Party of
India after a mentioning by

senior counsel Abhishek
Manu Singhvi. Mr Singhvi
told the court that in the

fresh notification the reser-
vation of seats is based on

1991 population census
ignoring  the latest 2011 cen-

sus. He said it appears as if
for the SEC the 2011 census

had not taken place. He said
that the new delimitation of

constituencies in the State
was completed in 2018 base-

d on 2011 census. The top
court had on December 6,

2019, directed that the pan-
chayat election in Tamil Nadu

would take place at village,
intermediate and district
level in 27 districts while

excluding nine recently
reconstituted districts. The
fresh notification issued on
December 7 in the wake of
top court direction of Dec-

ember 6 said that the reser-
vation of wards and seas for

the SC/ST and women would
be on the basis of an earlier

notification. — PTI

SC TO HEAR DMK
PLEA AGAINST

EC’S POLL ORDER

MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, DEC. 9

With the introduction of
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill in Parliament,
students of Northeastern
states have intensified
their agitation with 16-left
leaning organisations also
calling for a 12-hour
Assam bandh on Tuesday
to protest against the leg-
islation. The North East
Students’ Organisation
(NESO) has already called
for an 11-hour Northeast
bandh from 5 am on
Tuesday on the same
issue.

Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samiti (KMSS) and its sis-
ter organisations have
also extended their sup-
port to the bandh called by
these organisations.

However, a bandh called

by various tribal students’
bodies such as Sootea,
Moran and Koch-Rajbo-
ngshi on Monday failed to
make any major impact.
The bandh was supported
by the KMSS also.

In a joint statement, 16
left-leaning organisations,
including the SFI, DYFI,
AIDWA, AISF, AISA and
IPTA, demanded “scrap-
ping of the bill” and called
for “the 12-hour Assam
bandh” from 5 am on
Tuesday.

The Assam State Jamiat
Ulama Hind has also sup-
ported the North East
bandh, called by the NESO
on Tuesday. However, Nag-
aland has been exempted
from the purview of the
bandh in view of the ongo-
ing Hornbill Festival.

Bogged down by ongoing
mass resignation and

protest at various places,
the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) on Monday decided
to postpone its general
council meeting, which
was scheduled to take
place on December 11.

The regional AGP MP,
Birendra Prasad Baishya,
who was avoiding appear-
ing before the media on
Monday said, “I oppose the
CAB. It violates the Assam

Accord, which had
assured a Constitutional
safeguard and protection
to indigenous people.”

Meanwhile, Assamese
actor Ravi Sarma resigned
from the BJP in protest of
the CAB while the Gauhati
University decided to post-
pone examinations in
order to avoid any unto-
ward incidents on campus
as students have intensi-
fied their agitations.
Protesters, also pasted
anti-CAB posters outside
the residence of chief
minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and his Cabinet
minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma while others
blocked trains at various
places.

Maulana Badruddin
Ajmal on Monday staged a
protest against the CAB at
Jantar Mantar.

The Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad
(AJYCP) has also extended
its support to the Assam
bandh called by the NESO
and its youth body will
stage a protest at Dispur
on December 12. The All
India United Democratic
Front (AIUDF) led by A
delegation of the Assam
Pradesh Congress Commi-
ttee, as part of its outreach
programme on the issue,
on Sunday met former
Assam police DGP Hare-
krishna Deka, education-
ist Udayaditya Bharali a-
nd senior journalist Mo-
noj Kumar Goswami.

The Asom Nagarik Sam-
aj also took out a rally
from Lakhidhar Bora Ksh-
etra to Chhaygaon in Kam-
rup district to sensitise
the public about the harm-
ful impact of the Bill. 

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

The ideological differ-
ences between the state’s
new allies, the Shiv Sena
and Congress, came to the
fore when the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill was
tabled in the Lok Sabha
on Monday.

While the Shiv Sena sup-
ported citizenship for
immigrant Hindus, it
opposed the granting of
voting rights to illegal
'intruders'. The Uddhav
Thackeray-led party’s
‘middle line’ stand is in
stark contrast to the
Congress, which has cate-
gorically opposed the bill.

The Sena said that peo-
ple who get Indian citizen-
ship under the proposed
Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill should not be granted
voting rights for 25 years.

Leading the Sena charge
in the Lok Sabha, Sena
MP from Ratnagiri-Sind-
hudurg Lok Sabha con-
stituency, Vinayak Raut
remarked “Ghuspait-
hiyon ko bahar nikalna
humari zimmedaari hai
(it is our responsibility to
evict infiltrators). We
want to know how many
have come from these
countries and have sought
refuge. The nation is
already short of reso-
urces. If these people are
being given citizenship,
that is fine, but don’t give
them voting rights for 25
years.”

Another Shiv Sena MP,
Sanjay Raut, was of the
view that besides Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and Afg-
hanistan, refugees from
Sri Lanka should also be
allowed to get Indian 
citizenship.

Earlier Sanjay Raut had
tweeted, “Illegal intrud-
ers should be thrown out.
Immigrant Hindus must
be given citizenship.”

Maha allies fail
to see eye to eye
on legislation 

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Amid speculations over
his future in the party,
Maharashtra BJP veteran
Eknath Khadse on
Monday left for Delhi to
meet central leaders. Mr
Khadse has warned the
party that he would have
to think about alterna-
tives if the party contin-
ues to disrespect him. He
had to return without
meeting any leader, except
NCP chief Sharad Pawar.

“Mr Khadse has sought
an appointment with sen-
ior leaders of the BJP in
Delhi. The chief talking
point of his meeting
would be about ending his
alienation in the party,"
said a close aide of the for-
mer minister. 

Mr Khadse has been crit-
ical of the state leader-
ship after the Assembly
polls. The senior leader
has been vocal of late
against some of the
party's decisions after the
BJP’s below par show in
the October Assembly
elections.

The aide claimed that
Mr Khadse might discuss
with Delhi leaders how
the party’s treatment of

him was
c a u s i n g
“unrest” in
the Other
B a c k w a r d
Class (OBC)
leadership.
The BJP
l e a d e r

belongs to the Leva Patil
community, which is part
of the OBC community in
the state. 

The former Leader of
Opposition in the
Assembly had told
reporters that he had been
been kept out of the core

committee’s meetings and
decision-making process
of the state BJP.

“I am not God. I am a
human being and have
emotions. I don’t want to
leave the party for whose
growth I worked hard for
more than four decades. I
am still ready to work for
the party,” Mr Khadse told
reporters. 

“But If I continue to face
humiliation of being kept
away from decision-mak-
ing, I will have to think
differently,” the senior
leader warned.

‘Peeved’ Khadse hints he
may look for other options 

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, DEC. 9

In an interesting develop-
ment, the Kamal Nath gov-
ernment has set in motion
a move to appoint ‘quali-
fied’ priests in temples in
Madhya Pradesh, raising
many eyebrows here.

The state government
has almost given final
shape to its proposal to fix
a criteria for people
desirous of serving as
priests in Hindu temples
and head of math (reli-
gious institution) in MP.

A priest needs to be
strictly a vegetarian, well
versed in Hindu religious
scriptures and should
have a minimum educa-
tional qualification of

class eight pass, according
to the criteria set for the
appointment of priests in
the temples.

“The move will pave the
way for government-con-
trolled temples and reli-
gious institutions in the
state to become litigation
free, besides serving the
purpose of protecting the
Sanatan Dharma in the
long run,” a senior officer
of the state spiritual depa-
rtment said.

According to him, many
temples in the state have
been found to be fighting
legal battles over its prop-
erties. The move will help
the government phase out
the unwanted elements
serving as priests of the
temples and appoint quali-
fied priests in the interest

of the particular places of
worship. 

The state government is
going to bring the plan
into force shortly, he said.

The Opposition BJP,
however, saw a political
motive in the move.

“The state government
eyes wealth of the temples
by appointing ‘its men’ in
the management of the
temples. Besides, the move

will facilitate rehabilita-
tion of Congress workers.
It will politicise the tem-
ples. It amounts to encroa-
ching in religious affairs
of Hindus,” BJP spokes-
man Rajneesh Agrawal
said.

Incidentally, the state
government has recently
tripled the honorarium for
the priests of government
controlled temples to
`3,000.

There are around 25,000
priests in government-
managed temples in MP.

“The move is aimed at
‘de-saffronising’ temples
in MP to ensure the  influ-
ence of the BJP over the
religious leaders as well as
institutions in the state is
waned,” another BJP
leader said.

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, DEC. 9

Equating the Citizensh-
ip (Amendment) Bill (C-
AB) with
the Nati-
o n a l
Register
of Citiz-
ens (N-
RC), West
B e n g a l
c h i e f
minister
M a m a t a
Banerjee
described them as “two
sides of the same coin”
on the day Union home
minister Amit Shah
pitched for the CAB
after introducing it in
Parliament.

The Trinamul Cong-
ress supremo also sug-
gested the Centre to
offer “deemed citizen-
ship” by issuing a “gre-
en card” to the immi-
grants in an oblique ref-
erence to the US model
while reiterating the
fierce opposition by her
party and government
against the CAB and
NRC in the state.

Exuding confidence,
she affirmed that no
would be able to enforce
the CAB and NRC on the
people of the state while
her party is in power. Ms
Banerjee was address-
ing her “thanksgiving”
rally which she kick-
started from Khargapur
in West Midnapore on
Monday as the Trinamul
has snatched the assem-
bly constituency from
the BJP in the recent by-
elections.

“All of us are equal.
Come, let us stay united.
Not a single person
would be allowed to be
thrown out. No NRC, no
CAB, no division. No
divide and rule. Nothing
can be greater than the
country irrespective of
political slogans of any
party. Be it the CAB or
the NRC, they are the
two sides of the same
coin,” she said.

Sending a stern 
message to the 
Centre, Ms Banerjee
elaborated, “All of us are
citizens because we cast
our votes. Everyone has
ration cards or school
certificates or some-
thing else. So where does
the question of the citi-
zenship issue arise
then?”
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The government on Mo-
nday denied that demon-
etisation had anything to
do with the loss of jobs in
the country and claimed
that, on the contrary, sev-
eral steps had been taken
to generate employment.

Responding to queries
from members in Lok
Sabha during the
Question Hour, Union
labour minister Santosh
Gangwar mentioned gov-
ernment schemes such as
Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana and Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana in this
regard.

He said under the
mudra scheme, people
have received more loans
than the target and under
the rural skill develop-
ment plan, several youth
from rural areas have
found jobs. “There is no
reason that employment
has come down (aisa koi
karan nahi hai ki rozgar
kam hua hai),” the minis-
ter said.

During the Question
Hour, members had
raised the issue of job
losses and increasing

unemployment particu-
larly due to demonetisa-
tion. Trinamul Congress
MP Kalyan Banerjee said
thousands of labourers in
his constituency, who
make gold jewellery have
lost their jobs due to
demonetisation. “Since
November 2016, indus-
tries have been collapsing
and many labourers have
been out of employment.
In my constituency itself,
at a place called Domjur,
there were 50,000 workers
engaged in the business
of preparation of gold
ornaments…Out of 50,000
workers, 45,000 have gone
out of employment and
only 5,000 remain
employed… By the reason
of demonetisation, indus-
tries have collapsed,” Mr
Banerjee said.
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The government on
Monday sought an apolo-
gy from two Congress
Members of Parliament
for their alleged misbe-
haviour with Union min-
ister Smriti Irani in Lok
Sabha on Friday.

The BJP has accused
Congress MPs Dean Kur-
iakose and TN Pratha-
pan of adopting  an
“attacking posture”
towards Ms Irani when
she was speaking in the
House. 

Parliamentary affairs
minister Prahlad Joshi
while raising the issue
said the Congress MPs
are yet to apologise
despite a direction from
the Speaker. He added
the matter can be
resolved by a simple
apology as the govern-
ment does not have an
intention to move
motion for suspension of
any MP.

The BJP has moved a
motion for suspension of
the two MPs for the
remaining part of the
ongoing session.

BJP seeks
apology for
‘attacking 
posture’

CAB, NRC
two sides
of same
coin: Didi

Assam braces for mega bandh
16 Left-leaning outfits call for 12-hour agitation to protest CAB

All-Assam Student’s Union activists hang the effigies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, home minister 
Amit Shah and Assam chief minister Sarbananda Sonowal during a protest against the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill in Guwahati on Monday.  — AP

There’s no slump
in employment:
Labour minister 

BJP sees red in Nath’s temple plan
■ Govt plans to appoint ‘its men’ with eye on wealth, says BJP
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Even as the Shiv Sena
voted in favour of the Ci-
tizenship (Amendment)
Bill (CAB) in the Lok
Sabha, it accused the cen-
tral government of play-
ing votebank politics
under the garb of the bill.

The Sena questioned
whether the “selective
acceptance” of Hindu ille-
gal immigrants would act
as a trigger for a religious
war in the country, and
accused the Centre of exe-
cuting an “invisible parti-
tion” of Hindus and
Muslims over the bill. 

The party also said that
the onus of accommodat-
ing lakhs of refugees who
would come from other
countries lay on the shoul-
ders of BJP-ruled states,
Gujarat and Karnataka,
as Maharashtra was
already overcrowded with
migrants.

In an editorial in the
party mouthpiece Saama-
na, the Sena said, “There
is no dearth of problems
in India and now we are
inviting new ones such as
the CAB. It looks like the
Centre has carried out an
invisible partition of
Hindus and Muslims over
the bill. If someone is try-
ing to play votebank poli-
tics under the garb of the
CAB, it is not in the inter-
est of the country.”

The editorial stated,
“The exact number of ille-
gal immigrants should be
known. If it is in lakhs,
where are they going to be
settled in India?”

Votebank
politics being
played: Sena 

Mumbai, Dec. 9:  BJP
leader Pankaja Munde,
who had recently
expressed her disap-
pointment against the
state leadership after
her defeat in the recent
Assembly polls, was
conspicuous by her
absence at the party's
regional-level meeting
in Aurangabad on
Monday.
Commenting on her
absence, state BJP
president Chandrakant
Patil said she had taken

permission
for the
same as
she was
unwell. “I
had spoken
to Pankaja
Munde

before coming to
Aurangabad for the
meeting. She is ill.
Moreover, preparations
are going on for the
December 12 rally,” Mr
Patil told reporters.
Mr Patil said he would
meet Ms Munde.

‘Sulking’ Pankaja skips BJP meet

Munde

Kamal Nath

Eknath
Khadse

◗ Assamese actor
Ravi Sarma has
resigned from the
BJP in protest 
of the CAB
◗ Gauhati University
decided to post-
pone examinations 
in order to avoid 
untoward incidents 

Santosh Gangwar

Mamata
Banerjee

Trinamul Congress MP Saugata Roy, DMK MP Kanimozi, NCP MP Supriya Sule 
and Apna Dal MP Anupriya Patel at Parliament House in New Delhi on
Monday. — PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY
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Chandigarh: Honeypreet
Insan — the adopted daugh-

terof Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh —

met the jailed godman at
Rohtak’s Sunaria prison on
Monday. This was the first

such meeting between them
after the dera chief’s

conviction in a rape case
over two years ago.  

Accompanied by a lawyer
and a dera functionary,

Honeypreet spent nearly 40
minutes with the dera chief,

officials said. Honeypreet
was granted bail a month

ago in connection with the
Panchkula violence that had

left scores dead immediately
after the dera head’s 

conviction. — PTI

Cong slammed
Congress a stumbling 
block in the empowerment 
of women, says J.P. Nadda

Voters have given
their verdict, now we

have to focus on 
development.

— B.S. Yediyurappa

Karnataka CM

Honeypreet meets
Ram Rahim in jail

Suri: Around 20 kg onion
was allegedly looted from

a state-run store in West
Bengal's Birbhum district on

Monday, an official said.
The incident happened at a

Sufal Bangla store at the
Bolpur bus stand area of the

district, where onions at sub-
sidised price were being

sold, he said. The shopkeep-
er alleged that as sale of

onions began in the morning
a large number of people

gathered in front of the
store, during which
the loot took place.

The state govt has begun
selling onions at `59 a kg

through fair price shops and
Sufal Bangla stores. — PTI

20-kg onion looted
from Bengal store
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A Delhi court on Monday
allowed Robert Vadra, the

son-in-law of Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, to travel

abroad for medical treat-
ment and business purposes.

Vadra is facing a probe
under provisions of the

Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, following

allegations of money laun-
dering related to purchase of

a property in London at 12,
Bryanston Square, worth 

£1.9 million. Special Judge
Arvind Kumar granted per-

mission to Vadra to go to
Spain for two weeks from

Monday. The court directed
him to submit a fixed deposit

receipt (FDR) of `25 lakh
and his contact details and
address of his stay abroad.
In June, it had allowed him
to travel to the US and the

Netherlands for six weeks on
account of health reasons.

The court, however, had not
allowed Vadra to go to the

United Kingdom. The ED had
expressed apprehension that
the accused may destroy the
evidence if allowed to go to

the UK. On April 1, Vadra was
directed not to leave the

country without prior per-
mission by the local court,

which had granted him con-
ditional anticipatory bail. 

COURT ALLOWS
ROBERT VADRA
TO GO ABROAD

YOJNA GUSAI
RANCHI, DEC. 9

The Assembly elections in
Jharkhand could possibly
be going in the lines of
Rajasthan even though the
ruling BJP is confident
that it will retain power.
The discontent is not
against the BJP but
Jharkhand chief minister
Raghubar Das’s “style of
functioning.” But those
close to him claims “its
just a perception created
by the Opposition.” In
Rajasthan, Vasundhara
Raje’s lack of popularity
among the voters had cost
the BJP the state in 2018. 

Sensing that Prime
Minister, Mr Narendra
Modi continues to be a
popular figure in the state,
the main Opposition party
— Jharkhand Mukti

Morcha (JMM) has
refrained from targeting
him in its campaign ral-
lies. The main target of
the JMM is chief minister
Raghubar Das. The BJP is
asking people to vote for
“double engine ki
sarkaar” and a “stable gov-
ernment.”

As for the Congress, yet
again the party, which
lacks any major influence
in the state, is latching on
to JMM, whose core vote
bank is the tribal popula-
tion. The same is the story
of the other ally of the
Oppositions’ grand
alliance — RJD.

The BJP is hoping that
the All Jharkhand
Students Union (AJSU)
and former chief minister
Babulal Marandi’s
Jharkhand Vikas Morcha
(Prajatantrik) JVM(P)

could cut into the JMM
votes, as tribals are the
core vote-bank of the three
parties. Around 27 per
cent of the population is
tribals.

Sudesh Mahato led AJSU
is contesting separately
after AJSU and the BJP
failed to agree on the seat
sharing formula. The BJP
has not fielded any candi-
date against Mr Mahto on
Silli assembly seat and
AJSU did not field its can-

didate on Jamshedpur
(East), Mr Das’s seat.

Speculation is rife that
the BJP leadership is hold-
ing talks with the AJSU
and the JVM(P), in case it
fails to achieve a simple
majority on its own.
However, both the AJSU
and the JVM(P) have
rejected suggestions that
they are in touch with the
BJP for a post-poll sce-
nario.

“It is not JVM(P) but the

people of Jharkhand who
are contesting this elec-
tion. People are feeling
cheated by the Raghubar
Das government, it did
nothing for the people
except signing MoUs.
There is so much of job-
lessness and exodus
because there are no jobs
here,” said JVM(P) supre-
mo Babulal Marandi. 

Unemployment, econom-
ic slowdown, vacant gov-
ernment seats, lack of irri-
gation facilities, educa-
tion, health and efforts by
the Raghubar Das govern-
ment to tamper with the
Chota Nagpur Tenancy
Act (CNT Act) and the
Santhal Pargana Tenancy
Act (SPT Act) are being
used by the Opposition to
attack the Raghubar Das
led government. Ram
Mandir, Article 370 and

NRC, issues being high-
lighted by BJP’s central
leadership, have found no
resonance among the peo-
ple. 

However, curb on
Naxalism, electrification
and roads connectivity are
some of the issues for
which the Raghubar Das
government is being
praised for.

“Definitely, Naxal activi-
ties have come down here.
It was impossible to pass
through this area till cou-
ple of years back, even in
day time. There has been a
massive crackdown on
Naxals by the BJP govern-
ment only after which we
are witnessing road con-
nectivity and small eater-
ies in this region,” said
Lokbir Mahato in Gundu,
few kilometres outside
Ranchi.

New Delhi, Dec. 9: A
CRPF unit deployed for
conducting Jharkhand
Assembly polls has
alleged that “animal-like
treatment” was meted
out to its troops and they
were provided water
from a water cannon for
drinking and cooking
purposes, officials
sources said on Monday.

An assistant comman-
dant-rank company com-
mander of 222nd battal-
ion of Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) has
written to the state
authorities and his
headquarters in Delhi.

He claimed that the
troops, who had finished
duty of the second phase
of polls on December 7,
were not provided any
local assistance and
water when they
reached Ranchi on
Sunday after covering a
distance of 200 km,
including 17 km on foot.

Jharkhand Police
Additional Director
General (operations) M.
L. Meena, however, dis-
missed the allegations.

“Initially there were
some issues, but they
were resolved soon.
There is a heavy move-
ment of polling parties
and security forces in
the state so some initial
problems do occur.
About 275 companies of
security forces are mov-
ing in the state. This
unit was in a transit
camp and their prob-
lems were take care of,”
Mr Meena, also the coor-
dinator for the polls, told
PTI. The CRPF officer,
who commands the
‘Golf ’ company of about
100 CRPF troops,
claimed that the admin-
istrative arrangements
made by civil authori-
ties were “highly
deplorable and pathet-
ic”. In his communica-
tion, accessed by PTI,
the commander said
there was no arrange-
ment for drinking or
cooking water when his
troops reached the
Khelgaon complex in
Ranchi on Sunday night
and they were provided
a water cannon after
they “complained” to
the SP (city). This water,
the officer wrote, is
“generally used for fire
fighting and ground
maintenance”. — PTI

CRPF unit
alleges 
animal-like
treatment
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The Supreme Court on
Monday sought response
from one A. Sanathana
Kumar on a plea by DMK
l e a d e r
K a n i m o z h i
Karunanidhi
against the
Madras high
court order
declining her
plea to junk a
petition chal-
lenging her
election from
Thoothukudi  Lok Sabha
constituency.

Issuing notice to
Sanathana Kumar — a
BJP worker from
Thoothukudi — a bench,
however, declined
Kanimozhi’s plea for the
stay of the proceedings
before the high court.

Initially, the petition
before the high court was
filed by Tamilisai
Soundararajan, who had
lost to Kanimozhi, but
later he withdrew it after
he was appointed as
Governor of Telangana.
However, Soundararajan
was substituted as peti-
tioner by a BJP activist
Sanathana Kumar.

Declining Kanomozhi’s
ples to reject the election
petition against her, the
high court had observed
that the election petition-
er must be given a
chance to present evi-
dence to prove his claim
of questionable accept-
ance of nomination.

The petitioner has con-
tended that at the time of
filing her nomination
papers, Kanimozhi failed
to disclose the perma-
nent account number of
her husband, including
his income.
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The Supreme Court will
hear on Wednesday a
public interest plea seek-
ing independent investi-
gation by SIT into the
encounter  killing of
four suspected accused
in the rape and murder
of a doctor in
Hyderabad that had led
to a nation-wide outrage.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice S.A. Bobde
agreed to hear the PIL
on Wednesday after mat-
ter was mentioned for an
early hearing. Hoever,
CJI Bobde pointed out
that the Telangana high
court was already seized
of the matter and hear-
ing it. 

The petitioner G.S.
Mani and Pradeep
Kumar Yadav — both
advocates of Supreme
Court — have sought an
independent probe
either by a SIT, CBI, CID
or a police team of other
State into the alleged
encounter killing of four
suspected accused. The
PIL has also sought
probe against the
Cyberabad police com-
missioner V.C. Sajjanar.

The PIL petitioners
have said that indis-
putably, no one includ-
ing them would support
the accused persons
involved in the gang
rape and murder of the
innocent young doctor.
try. However, the PIL
says that an investigat-
ing agency including
hifgh ranking officers
heading it “taking the
law into their hand, con-
ducting fake encounter
and killing alleged rape
accused without con-
ducting a proper investi-
gation, collecting evi-
dence, framing charges
and without bringing
them before the court for
punishment is very
unfortunate.” 

Meanwhile, the
Telangana high court on
Monday directed author-
ities to preserve the bod-
ies of the four slain
accused till December
13. A division bench
headed by Chief Justice
R.S. Chauhan gavea
direction in this regard.

The court ordered that
the bodies can be shifted
to the state-run Gandhi
hospital at Hyderabad if
the government hospital
at Mahabubnagar does
not have the facility.
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Stung by the devastating
loss in the bypolls in
which the party could win
only 2 of the 15 seats,
Congress legislature
Party (CLP) leader
Siddaramaiah and
Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee
(KPCC) president Dinesh
Gundurao quit their posts
on Monday, throwing the
state unit into disarray.
Both leaders tendered
their resignation to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi owning moral
responsibility for not
being able to give “satis-
factory results.”

In his letter to Sonia
Gandhi, Mr
Siddaramaiah, a former
CM, said: “I deem it neces-
sary to step down as
Leader of CLP by taking
moral responsibility. As
CLP leader, there is a need
to uphold democratic
principles. In the interests
of the party, I tender my
resignation as CLP
leader.”

Giving a similar expla-
nation, Mr Rao said he
had discussed with Delhi
based leaders about the
party’s poor prospects in
the by-elections. “If some-

thing goes awry, I will
have to take a decision
accordingly,” Mr Rao said.

Meanwhile, jubilant
after the BJP’s stellar per-
formance in the byelec-
tions, chief minister B.S.
Yediyurappa on Monday
said he would give a stable
and pro-development gov-
ernment for the next
three-and-half years of
his tenure.

“Voters have given their
verdict and the results are
out. Now we have to focus
on the development of the
state. I will give good
administration with the

help of our ministers and
MLAs,” the chief minister
told reporters. 

On ministerial berths
for the disqualified MLAs,
most of whom have won
the bypolls, the Karnataka
chief minister added, “We
had given an assurance to
all the disqualified  MLAs
that they will be made
ministers. So, there is no
question of backtracking
from what we promised to
them. We will make them
state ministers and give
them responsibility to
grow our party base in
their areas.”
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Ahead of the visit of
Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison
to India in January, the
two countries held their
“third India-Australia
Foreign & Defence
Secretaries’ Dialogue” in
the capital on Monday
during which the two
sides — represented by
their top officials —
“emphasised the need
for enhancing collabora-
tion in tackling terror-
ism, violent extremism
and meeting other global
challenges”. Foreign dec-
retary Vijay Gokhale
and Defence secretary
Ajay Kumar represented
India while the
Australian side was rep-
resented by their foreign
secretary Frances
Adamson and defence
secretary Greg Moriarty.

Both countries are mem-
bers of the Quad — the
four-nation arrangement
(along with the US and
Japan) that focuses on
maintenance of a rules-
based order in the Indo-
Pacific region. 

Observers see the Quad
as significant in the face
of mounting Chinese
economic and military
assertiveness in the
region.

India has been
strengthening ties with
the other two members
of the Quad as well.

India and Japan just
held their 2+2 Dialogue
in New Delhi at the min-
isterial level recently
ahead of the Indo-Japan
Annual Summit that will
take place in India from
December 15 to 17.
Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe will
be visiting India for that
and the annual summit
is expected to take place
in Guwahati. India and
the United States are
also expected to hold
their 2+2 Dialogue at the
Foreign and Defence
Ministerial level later
this month in the United
States. On Monday
evening, MEA
spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar tweeted, “The
third India-Australia
Foreign & Defence
Secretaries’ Dialogue
saw excellent discus-
sions between the two
sides.”

Mumbai, Dec. 9: As eye-
brows were raised over
their first joint public
appearance after the fall
of the 80-hour-long gov-
ernment in Nove, NCP
leader Ajit Pawar on
Monday said he and for-
mer CM Devendra
Fadnavis discussed
“weather” during the
meeting.

In a stunning turn of
events, Mr Fadnavis had
on November 23
returned as chief minis-
ter propped up by Ajit
Pawar, who was made
his deputy. 

Both were sworn in a
hush-hush early morn-
ing ceremony but the
government lasted only
80 hours.

On Sunday, Mr
Fadnavis, now the
Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly and Mr
Pawar, leading con-
tender for the deputy
CM’s post in the Maha
Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment headed by Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray, were seen
together for the first
time since the fall of

their short-lived govern-
ment.

They shared the stage
at the marriage ceremo-
ny of independent MLA
Sanjay Shinde’s daugh-
ter in Solapur district
and were seen engrossed
in a 20-minute animated
chat. “Just because we
sat together doesn’t
mean something new is
cooking. We discussed
the weather and rain-
fall,” Pawar told
reporters in his home
turf Baramati in Pune
district. “The chairs at
the wedding were
arranged in such a man-
ner that both of us were
seated together,” he
said. “There are no per-
manent foes in politics.
As we were seated
together, it was natural
for us to talk about the
weather,” he said. — PTI
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Arms sales in the world has
gone up by 4.6 per cent in
the last two years with
American companies domi-
nating the Top 5 positions of
world’s main weapon and
military supplies, says a
report by prestigious
Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI).

Eighty of the 100 top arms
producers in 2018 were
based in the USA, Europe
and Russia. Of the remain-
ing 20, six were based in
Japan, 3 in Israel, India and
South Korea, respectively, 2
in Turkey and 1 each in

Australia, Canada and
Singapore.

Three Indian companies
— Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL)
and Indian Ordinance
Factory (IOF) — were listed
among the Top 100 and
accounted for 1.4 per cent of
total top 100 arms sales in
the world. The combined
arms sales of these three
Indian arms companies list-
ed in the Top 100 were $5.9
billion in 2018—a decrease
of 6.9 per cent on 2017. The
decline is mainly a result of
Indian Ordnance Factory’s
significant 27 per cent drop
in arms sales mainly due to
reduction in orders from

the Indian Army. The
report added that the arms
sales by HAL (ranked 38th)
and BEL (ranked 62nd)

increased in 2018 — by 3.5%
and 5.9%, respectively.
However, these increases
were offset by a 27% fall in
the arms sales of IOF. HAL
sale in 2018 was $2740m
($2647m in 2016), BEL was
$1460m ($1379m in 2017) and
that of IOF was $1650
($2258m in 2017).

Interestingly, India’s pur-
chase of Rafale fighter air-
crafts saw a swing in for-
tune for Dassault Aviation
Group which registered a
sharp rise of 30%  which
rose to $2.9 billion in 2018
even as other French com-
panies saw a decrease in
weapon sales. Egypt and
Qatar were other buyers of
the Rafale planes.

At $23.2 billion in 2018, the
combined arms sales of Top
100 companies based in
France were the second
highest in Europe. The six
French companies account-
ed for 5.5 per cent of total
Top 100 arms sales, SIPRI
said. “There were decreases
in the arms sales of three
companies. The arms sales
of Thales — a systems inte-
grator and the only French
company in the top 10
(ranked 10th) — fell by 1.4%
in 2018, to $9.5 billion. The
arms sales of Naval Group
(ranked 21st) and CEA
(ranked 47th) also fell in
2018 — by 4.2 and 0.6% ,
respectively,” the report
said.

‘Unpopular’ Raghubar may harm BJP
Jharkhand CM’s style of functioning has led to discontent, but Modi magic is intact

K’taka result takes toll on
Cong as top leaders quit

◗ Curb on Naxalism,
electrification and
roads connectivity
are some of the
issues for which the
Raghubar Das (left)
government is
being praised for

Ajit: Discussed
‘weather’ during
Fadnavis meet

India, Australia discuss
terror, global challenges

SC refuses
to stay plea
against
Kanimozhi

Hyderabad 
encounter: SC 
to hear plea 
for SIT probe

World arms sales goes up, 3 Indian firms in top 100
■ 80 of the 100 top arms producers based in the USA, Europe and Russia

Indian firms on top
■ ■ Three Indian compa-
nies — Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited,
Bharat Electronics
Limited and Indian
Ordinance Factory —
were listed among the
top 100 and accounted
for 1.4 per cent of total
top 100 arms sales
in the world

BJP supporters celebrate in Bengaluru on Monday after
the party won in 12 out of 15 assembly constituencies
of Karnataka. — PTI

Pawar Fadnavis

◗ Both countries
are members of
the Quad — the
four-nation
arrangement that
focuses on mainte-
nance of a rules-
based order in the
Indo-Pacific region

Kanimozhi

Umasankar
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Guwahati: Senior journalist
Naresh Mitra died here on

Monday, 17 days after he was
found fatally injured under

mysterious circumstances near
his office. Mitra, a senior jour-
nalist of Times of India known
for his environmental report-

ing, was 46, survived by his
parents, wife and a five-year
old daughter. He was found
lying near his office around

midnight on Nov. 22 by some
passers-by, who took him to
Gauhati Medical College and

Hospital. “He had internal
head injury and was in 

deep coma since admitted,”
the doctors said. — PTI

Bhubaneshwar: In a shameful
incident, a village head

allegedly raped a six-year-
old girl in Patapur area of
Odisha’s Ganjam district.

On the basis of a complaint
lodged by the mother of the

victim on Sunday, the local
police on Monday detained

the accused, identified as
Mrutyunjaya Das, for ques-
tioning. As per the allega-

tion, Das committed the
offence on December 3. The
complainant further alleged

that she was stopped by
aides of the accused, when
she was going to the police
station for filing complaint.
The woman has demanded

stringent action against the
village head.

Assam scribe dies
after fatal attack

Inclusion
Odisha chief minister Naveen Patnaik
writes to Centre, seeks land in 
Delhi for Odia cultural centre

Atrocities against
women and girls as

‘worrisome’ and
‘shameful’

— Venkaiah Naidu,
Vice-president

Odisha village head
detained for rape

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh’s
Chambal region known for

terror of dreaded brigands,
those ruled its ravines for

around two decades till late
1980s, is poised to shed its

bad-land image, thanks to a
native dessert called in local

parlance, “Morena gajak”.
Madhya Pradesh government

is soon going to claim
Geographical Indian (GI) tag
for the ‘winter’ sweet, origi-
nating from Morena district

under Chambal in MP, to
market the dessert at the
national and international

level, consequently helping
the region get over its image

from badland of past to
native of the famous dessert.

‘Morena gajak’ in
MP guns for GI tag

■ Continued from Page 1
tight-lipped on his post-poll
preferences. “We will form the
government,” he said adding
that it is too early to say
whether he will support the
BJP or the Congress-JMM
alliance. However, the regional
strongman avoids directly
attacking the BJP in his cam-
paign rallies, instead making
indirect references to the state
government policies. His
attacks on the JMM though are
more direct, chiefly because
his primary opponent in this
constituency is Seema Mahato
of the JMM. The AJSU chief
has been defeated twice in
Silli. Once in the 2014
Assembly polls by JMM’s Amit
Mahato and then again in 2017
bypolls when Amit Mahato
was jailed in a murder case
and was banned from contest-
ing. The JMM candidate then
was the present candidate and
sitting MLA, Seema Mahato,
Amit Mahato’s wife. Local
leaders say that though Sudesh
Mahato’s chances seem bright
this time, it all depends on who
the Mahatos — who have a pop-
ulation of nearly 30-35 per cent
in this constituency — decide
to back. “As both candidates
are from the same Mahato
caste, it would be the deciding
factor,” a local leader said.

The AJSU’s pitch therefore
seems to be that a vote for
Sudesh Mahato means a vote
for the future CM of the state.

Not to be left far behind, the
JMM campaign is also promis-
ing a CM —  Hemat Soren, a
potential chief ministerial
candidate if the Congress-
JMM-RJD alliance gets the
numbers.

Sudesh could
be kingmaker

China’s Lankan port plans raise red flags
SRIDHAR KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

A senior French Naval offi-
cer has said that China
could use the facilities cre-
ated by it at the
Hambantota port in Sri
Lanka for "dual" (both
civilian and military) pur-
poses, even as he said the
French Navy is expected to
soon sign agreement with
the Indian Navy for
"exchange of classified
information". This pact
could in turn boost inter-
operability between the
French and Indian Navies,
paving the way for "joint
operations" too in the near-
future, the officer said. 

Interestingly, China has,
however, been arguing that

its interest in Hambantota
is "purely commercial". 

Speaking to reporters at
the French Embassy in the
capital, vice-admiral
Didier Maleterre, the joint
commander of the French
forces deployed in the
Indian Ocean, said the
waters south of Sri Lanka
are extremely crucial for
the sea-lanes of communi-
cation from China to
Europe and also to main-
tain the under-water
Internet cables in the
Indian Ocean that provide
Internet connectivity to
large parts of the world.

On how China could use
Hambantota port in the
southern part of the island
nation, vice-admiral
Maleterre said, "We can

suspect it's dual." On
China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) also
known as One Belt One
Road (OBOR), an ambi-
tious global project of
Beijing to boost global con-
nectivity by land and sea,
the senior French naval
officer said, "The BRI is a
Chinese strategy to pro-
tect sea-lanes of communi-
cation. They have a plan to
have bays at Hambantota
in Sri Lanka, Pakistan
(Gwadar port in
Balochistan) and Djibouti"
(in Africa where both
China and France have
naval bases). He added,
"Sri Lanka is well-placed
between China and
Europe." It may be recalled
that India has refused to

join the Chinese-led BRI. 
"We (France) want the

international rules-based
order to be respected. We
have many things in com-
mon with India. We are a
democracy (like India),
vice-admiral Maleterre,
who is based  in Abu Dhabi
(UAE) and heading the
French force from there,

said. "We ( France) want to
conduct joint operations
with the Indian Navy," vice-
admiral Maleterre said,
adding that France wants
to conduct "joint patrols"
too with the Indian Navy in
the future. He also said that
a pact to exchange classi-
fied information between
the two navies is expected

to be signed next year, per-
haps as soon as January,
2020. France, though essen-
tially a west European
country, also considers
itself an Indian Ocean
nation as it has got island
territories in the maritime
region.

But, it is the senior
French naval officer's
remarks about
Hambantota port in Sri
Lanka that could well be of
major strategic interest
and concern to New Delhi.
Just recently, new Sri
Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
visited India and had
assured New Delhi that no
third country---seen as a
thinly--veiled reference to
China---would come in the

way of Indo-Sri Lankan
ties. It may be recalled that
both global and Indian
media outlets had widely
reported in December, 2017,
that Sri Lanka--under the
then president Maithripala
Sirisena---had "formally
handed over the strategic
southern port of
Hambantota to China on a
99-year lease" and that "two
Chinese firms—
Hambantota International
Port Group (HIPG) and
Hambantota International
Port Services (HIPS)—
managed by China
Merchants Port Holdings
Company and the Sri
Lanka Ports Authority
would own the port and the
investment zone around
it".

Top French Navy officer says Beijing may use facility for both civilian and military purposes

AGE CORRESPONDENT
BHHUBANESWAR, DEC. 9

In view of contamination
of rivers in Odisha, the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed all
the industries not to dis-
charge untreated sewage
or industrial effluent into
water bodies, including
coastal water, a notifica-
tion by State Pollution
Control Board said on
Monday.

The Central Pollution
Control Board  has iden-
tified 19 polluted river
stretches in Odisha. Also,
it has issued directions to
all the state PCB and
Pollution Control
Committees under sec-
tion 18(1)(b) of Water
(Prevention and control
of Pollution) Act, 1974 to
ensure that no sewage of
industrial pollution is
discharged to coastal. 

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) is prob-
ing the role of at least
four more Delhi and
Jaipur based hawala
operators in connection
with a terror-funding
case against Hizb-ul
Mujahideen (HuM) chief
Syed Salahuddin and
others. 

Sources stated, "It is
suspected that these
hawala operators played
crucial role in transfer-
ring funds meant for
spreading terror activi-
ties in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) and
other parts of the coun-
try". "Investigations
have revealed that cer-
tain hawala operators,
based in Delhi and
Jaipur, facilitated trans-
fer of funds from Dubai
to sleeper-cells--linked to
the Pak-based militant
outfits active in the val-
ley for carrying-out ter-
ror activities. At least,
four hawala operators of
Delhi and Jaipur are
under the scanner of the
agency, they added. 

The ED recently took
possession of seven
properties in J&K in
connection with the
case. These properties
were located in
Anantnag, Sopore and
Bandipora. They were
earlier provisionally
attached. After confir-
mation of the orders by
the competent authority,
the ED sleuths visited
the places and put up
notices declaring that
the agency has taken
over physical possession
of the parcels of land. 

New Delhi, Dec. 9: India
climbed one spot to 129
among 189 countries in
the 2019 human develop-
ment index, according to a
report released by the
United Nations
Development Prog-ramme
(UNDP) on Monday.

In 2018, India’s human
development index (HDI)
value of 0.647 had put it at
130 rank. In India, 27.1
crore people were lifted
out of poverty from 2005-
06 to 2015-16, UNDP India
resident representative
Shoko Noda said while
releasing the UNDP’s
development report 2019
“Beyond income, beyond
averages, beyond today:
inequalities in human
development in the 21st
century”. India’s develop-
ment initiatives like the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (for financial
inclusion) and Ayushman
Bharat (for universal

health care) were crucial
in ensuring that “we meet
our promise to leave no
one behind and fulfil PM’s
vision of development for
all”, she said.

Ms Noda said the steady
progress of India was due
to nearly three decades of
rapid development, which
had seen a dramatic
reduction in absolute
poverty, along with gains
in life expectancy, educa-
tion, and access to health
care. As per HDI, no other
region has experienced

such rapid human devel-
opment progress, she said.
South Asia was the fastest
growing region witness-
ing 46 per cent growth
during 1990-2018. “India’s
HDI value increased by 50
per cent (from 0.431 to
0.647), which places it
above the average for
countries in the medium
human development
group (0.634) and above
the average for other
South Asian countries
(0.642),” Ms Noda said.

Elsewhere, Indonesia
and the Philippines both
joined the ranks of coun-
tries with high human
development. She said,
“We hope that HDR 2019
sheds light on inequalities
and deprivations that go
beyond income. How we
tackle old and new
inequalities will be criti-
cal to whether we achieve
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals”. — PTI

Jaipur, Dec. 9: Several the-
atres here stopped screen-
ing Ashutosh Gowariker's
Panipat on Monday, amid
criticism by Jat groups
over the film's portrayal of
Bharatpur's Maharaja
Surajmal.

According to the man-
agement at some cinemas,
the shows were cancelled
followed instructions from
the administration. The
screenings will resume
only after further orders,
they said.

The shows were can-
celled at Raj Mandir,
Cinepolis and Inox the-
atres. “All shows of the
film have been cancelled
till further orders. The 12
noon show had to be can-

celled due to a protest. No
untoward incident was
reported due to police
presence,” Raj Mandir
manager Ashok Tanwar
said.

An Inox official said in a
statement, “As per instruc-
tions of the authorities,
we have suspended the
screening of the movie at
our multiplex in Jaipur.
The show will remain sus-
pended till further notice.”

In Bharatpur, state
tourism minister
Vishvendra Singh and
MLAs Wajib Ali, Mukesh
Bhakar and Ramswaroop
Gawadia demanded a ban
on the film.

In Bikaner, a protest was
held against the film.

Meanwhile in Rohtak,
the All-India Jat
Aarakshan Sangarsh
Samiti sought a ban on the
film with its national pres-
ident Yashpal Malik alleg-
ing distortion of historical
facts.

The organisation
demanded legal action
against the film producer
besides a ban on it in
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and other
places.

Earlier, chief minister

Ashok Gehlot told
reporters that sentiments
of people should not be
hurt and it would be better
if the film was screened
after people's satisfaction.

“I believe that art and the
artists should be respected
but they should also take
care that any caste, reli-
gion, class, great personal-
ities and gods are not
insulted,” Mr Gehlot said.

“The reactions that are
coming about the portray-
al of Maharaja Surajmal ji
in the film... Such a situa-
tion should not have been
created,” the chief minis-
ter said, adding that the
Censor Board should
intervene and take cogni-
sance of it.

The movie is based on
the Third Battle of
Panipat fought between
the Maratha empire and
Afghan king Ahmad Shah
Abdali in 1761.

Arjun Kapoor plays the
role of Sadashiv Rao
Bhau, commander of the
Maratha army. 

Bharatpur king
Surajmal is shown as hav-
ing denied help to the
Maratha army. 

About two years back,
there were protest in
Rajasthan and some other
northern states over the
portrayal of legendary
Rajput queen Padmini in
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's
Padmaavat. 

— PTI

Jaipur theatres stop screening Panipat, Jats protest over Surajmal

India climbs 1 spot to 129 in
human development index

No untreated
sewage into
water: NGT

ED probes 4
Delhi, Jaipur
operators for
hawala links ◗ India is only mar-

ginally better than
the South Asian
average on gender
development index
(0.829 vs 0.828),
and ranks at a low
122 of 162 coun-
tries on 2018 gen-
der inequality index

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with a parliamentary dele-
gation from Maldives led by Mohd. Nasheed, Speaker
of the People's Majlis of Maldives, at Parliament House
in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

� The film faced
heavy criticism by Jat
groups over the film's
portrayal of harat-
pur's Maharaja
Surajmal.

� According to the management at some cine-
mas, the shows were cancelled followed
instructions from administration. The screen-
ings will resume only after further orders.

ODISHA

� The waters south of Sri
Lanka are extremely crucial
for the sea-lanes of communi-
cation from China to Europe
and also to maintain under-
water Internet cables in the
Indian Ocean that provide
Internet connectivity to large
parts of the world, said vice-
admiral Didier MaleterreDidier Maleterre
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of the numbers for a clear
majority in the House,
which it has now secured,
ensuring a hassle-free run
for Mr Yediyurappa for
the remaining three and a
half years of his tenure.

For the party at the
national level, it has come
as a morale-boosting tri-
umph after the recent set-
back in Maharashtra,
where it had to give way to
a Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress combine.

The big upsets in the
bypolls were the loss suf-
fered by BJP candidate
and disqualified MLA
A.H. Vishwanath in
Hunsur in Mysuru and
the defeat of another BJP
candidate, M.T.B.
Nagaraj, a former
(Congress) minister, in
the Hosakote seat.

One of the big winners
was Ramesh Jarkiholi of
the BJP, the mastermind
of the revolt which led to
the unseating of the
JD(S)-Congress coalition
government, in Gokak,
who defeated his brother
Lakhan Jarkiholi. The
other big winner was
Narayana Gowda, the BJP
candidate for the K.R.
Pete seat, considered  a
bastion of the JD(S) in the
Old Mysuru region. With
Mr Gowda’s victory, the
BJP has finally made an
entry into the Vokkaliga
community heartland,
which was always consid-
ered its Achilles heel in a
state where it is largely
considered a party with a
pro-Lingayat community
slant. For the Congress,
the big winner was

Rizwan Arshad in the
m i n o r i t y - d o m i n a t e d
Shivajinagar constituen-
cy in the heart of
Bengaluru, who finally
made it after a string of
poll losses. A heartbreak
for the party was the loss
of former Assembly
Speaker K.B. Koliwad in
Ranebennur where he lost
to Arun Kumar Guttur of
the BJP.

The JD(S) on its part is
fast losing the tag of being
invincible in the
Vokkaliga-dominated Old
Mysuru region as it could
not bag a single seat
though almost half of the
bypoll constituencies are
in this region. Of the 15
seats which went to the
bypolls, the JD(S) had won
three in the 2018
Assembly polls and the
Congress, 12.

All the disqualified
MLAs except two — A.H.
Vishwanath in Hunsur
and M.T.B. Nagaraj in
Hosakote — won their
seats by handsome mar-
gins and are likely to be
inducted into the state
Cabinet soon as per a
promise made by chief
minister B.S.
Yediyurappa during the
course of the bypoll cam-
paign. Their victory has
also proved that the elec-
torate was hardly con-
cerned about them jump-
ing ship to join the BJP
just a year after being
elected to the Assembly in
2018 as most of the dis-
qualified MLAs are politi-
cal heavyweights in their
constituencies whom the
Congress and JD(S) found
it difficult to beat.

Triumph for BSY...
■ Continued from Page 1
construction of a mosque.
Interestingly, the grant of
five acres for construction
of a mosque had also been
objected to by the Muslim
partes in all seven peti-
tions seeking reconsidera-
tion of the Novembrer 9
verdict. Seeking the dele-
tion of the part of the
November 9 order describ-
ing the disputed structure
as a “mosque”, the Akhil
Bharat Hindu Mahasabha
said the court has held
Hindus have been wor-
shipping at the birthplace
of Lord Ram under the
three-domed structure
from ancient times.
However, the plea for
reconsideration of the ver-
dict says “without any evi-
dence or material on

record (the court) has
termed the structure as a
mosque simply on the
basis that in the plaint
Muslims have alleged that
a mosque has been con-
structed by and under the
orders of Babar in 1528”. It
also referred to that part of
the judgment that says
“there was no dispute”
that the mosque was
raised in 1528 AD by or at
the behest of Babar. “The
finding by the court
terming the disputed
structure as a mosque is
apparently not correct and
against the evidence and
material on record and
such a mistake may be cor-
rected in exercise of the
power of review’, says the
petition by Hindu
Mahasabha.

Hindu Mahasabha plea

■ Continued from Page 1
Raytheon, which manu-
factures the Excalibur,
claims that projectile is a
true precision weapon,
impacting at “a radial
miss distance of less than
two meters from the tar-
get”. This means that the
shell can fall within two
metres of its intended tar-
get. “By using the
Excalibur projectile’s
level of precision, there is
a dramatic reduction in
the time, cost and logisti-
cal burden associated
with other artillery muni-
tions,” claims Raytheon.

The new ammunition
could prove to be a game
changer. Currently
Pakistan does not have

such ammunition, said
sources. There has been
an increase in ceasefire
violation by Pakistan at
the LoC after the Centre
revoked Article 370 from
Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcated the state into
two Union territories. In
2019 there were 2,835
ceasefire violations by
Pakistan (till November 

27). In 2018, there were
1,600 ceasefire violations
in the entire year.

In November 2019 alone,
there were 268 ceasefire
violations. Pakistan
indulged in ceasefire vio-
lations to provide cover to
push terrorists into the
Kashmir Valley, the
sources added.

Army gets firepower
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Project for homeless
refugees from East
Pakistan), 1971 (during
Bangladesh formation)
and 1972 (when thousands
of Indians were expelled
from Uganda) by using the
provision of reasonable
classification provided
under the Constitution.

Mr Shah added that even
former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh and
BJP leader Lal Krishna
Advani were refugees
when they came from
Pakistan. “All refugees
were accepted due to
which they (Dr Singh and
Mr Advani) could become
Prime Minister and
deputy Prime Minister of
this country,” Mr Shah
said. He had earlier said
that while India looked
after its minorities well,
Pakistan had failed to pro-
tect its minorities under
the Nehru-Liaquat Pact.

Giving data of minority
population in neighbour-
ing countries, Mr Shah
said the percentage of
Hindus in Pakistan has
come down from 23 per
cent to 3.7 per cent in 2011,
while in Bangladesh it has
came down from 22 per
cent to 7.8 per cent. To
prove his point that
Muslims are well taken
care of in India, he said
that their population rose
from 9.8 per cent in 1947 to
14.23 per cent today, while
that of Hindus reduced
from 84 per cent in 1951 to
79 per cent in 1991.

“We do not discriminate
on the basis of religion
but India will not be a
mute spectator when

minorities are persecuted
in neighbouring coun-
tries,” the home minister
said and clarified that
since various provisions
were made in the past to
grant citizenship to peo-
ple, this time too it is a
special provision. At the
same time he made it
clear that Rohingyas will
not be allowed in India.
“Those who want to allow
infiltration for vote bank
politics will not be
allowed,” Mr Shah said.

At the same time, the
minister praised former
Bangladesh PM Sheikh
Mujibur Rehman of
Awami League and his
daughter and present PM
Sheikh Hasina for safe-
guarding the interests of
minorities in that country.
He, however, accused BNP
and Khalida Zia’s regime
of atrocities against
Hindus, saying that’s the
reason why they took
refuge in India. In
Afghanistan, Mr Shah
blamed Taliban for atroci-
ties on minorities.

While addressing appre-
hensions of the people of
North East, who are
strongly resisting CAB,
Mr Shah said the Modi
government is committed
to protecting the customs
and culture of people of
the region. Elaborating on
this, he said provisions of
CAB will not be applicable
to the tribal areas of
Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura as
included in the Sixth
Schedule to the
Constitution, and in the
areas covered under the
Inner Line Permit (ILP),

notified under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier
Regulation, 1873.
Currently, ILP is applica-
ble in Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and Mizoram.
He added that Manipur
will also be brought under
Inner Line Permit regime.
Mr Shah further said his
government will never
touch Article 371 that
grants special status to N-
E states. “I just want to
tell the people that all the
objections posed by north-
eastern states have been
addressed in this bill.
There is no reason to get
excited, there is no need to
protest, enough has hap-
pened already, now this
country just wants to go
ahead peacefully,” Mr
Shah said. He further clar-
ified that under NRC no
“Gorkha, Punjabi,
Marwari, Bihari” etc liv-
ing in the North East will
be touched. “No Indian
will be touched,” he
added. Earlier, Opposition
leaders Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, Saugata Roy,
N.K. Premchandran,
Gaurav Gogoi, Shashi
Tharoor and Asaduddin
Owaisi opposed the intro-
duction of the bill, saying
it was violative of various
provisions of the
Constitution, including
granting citizenship on
the basis on religion.

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor submitted
a notice in the Lok Sabha
on Monday morning to
oppose the CAB at the
introduction stage on the
grounds that it “violates”
the fundamental right to
equality. 

Amid protest, LS clears CAB



K
olkata is truly the
Mecca of Indian classi-
cal music with several
concerts happening at

various venues throughout the
day, in the season. Nevertheless,
the eagerly awaited annual
Paramparik day-long festival
saw a full audience throughout
the day, despite other concerts in
the city at the same time. 

The opening concert was an
unusual one: Carnatic mandolin
by U. Rajesh, brother of the late
iconic Vidwan U. Sriniwas, with
Sandip Chatterji on santoor.
Surprisingly, this unusual com-
bination (one would not have
thought the bass sounding man-
dolin could musically synchro-
nise with the silvery tones of
the santoor) was pleasant on the
ears. Combination concerts by
Carnatic and North Indian
musicians usually stick to
Carnatic ragas, which have been

adopted into the North Indian
pantheon and this concert was
no different, with raga
Hemavathi being the main
piece. Sandip held his own with
fluid ease, impressing with his
virtuosity; he is an able disciple
of Pandit Tarun Bhattacharya
of the Senia Maihar gharana.
On the tabla, keeping crisp pace
with grace was Subhajyoti Guha
of the Punjab gharana.

The next concert was by
Waseem Ahmed Khan, grandson
of Ustad Ata Hussain Khan of
the Agra gharana. It was a pleas-
ure to hear his 30-minute, metic-
ulously executed dhrupad style
aalap, his excellent training
clearly evident, with no short
cuts or resorting to lighter
embellishments prevalent in
khayal gayaki. The raga, Purvi,
is a distinct one, and needs care-
ful handling in its presentation
as it can easily veer into other
similar ragas — Waseem proved
his mastery. The two traditional
much heard khayals he sang
(“maiyya mori paar karo” and
“mathura na jayeeo Kanha”)
were dealt with carefully; one
admired Waseem’s use of con-
trolled volume during the execu-
tion of the typical Agra “taans”

in both octaves. His next raga
was the rare Dhanashri, which is
nearly extinct now; he sang two
khayals, one of which was a com-
position of the great Ustad
Vilayat Hussain Khan, who was
looked upon as an encyclopedia
of old bandishes. His pleasantly
rounded deep gravelly bass
voice, soaring with ease and with
the same roundedness even in
the higher octave was a delight.

The next concert was the high-
light of the festival, featuring as
it did two masters of percus-
sion, Vidwan Sathish Patri on
the mridangam and Pandit
Subhankar Bannerji on the
tabla accompanying Vidushi
Jayanthi Kumaresh on the
saraswati veena. The music lov-
ing audience of Kolkata has
always put their percussionists
on a pedestal; in fact many have
opined an earlier generation of
tabla players of Kolkata have
now created a new style, which
can be called the Kolkata gha-
rana of tabla. Jayanthi, who is a
highly intelligent performer
who carefully crafts her con-
certs, wisely focused on the
accompanyists; her opening
piece was in raga
Amritavarshini, in which, turn

by turn Sathish and Subhankar
kept the rhythm, Adi taal. The
next piece was raga Vasanta,
whose counterpart with the
same notes and name is raga
Basant in the North Indian tra-
dition. However, the two ragas
are totally different from each
other and have scarcely any
resemblance to each other. In
Vasanta, the “taal” was “rupak”,
and in this the adroit Jayanthi

kept the focus on her accompa-
nyists by fast-paced “sawal
jawab” with each. The next
piece, which was the main piece,
was in raga Kirwani, and
Jayanthi executed a beautiful
“aalap” and “thanam” or
jor/jhala. Next was her self
composed composition with its
intricate note structure and
“laya”, which kept one totally
engrossed; but again she reined

herself in to let the focus remain
on the two masters during the
prolonged “tani avartanam”.
This was breathtaking, with
each protagonist excelling him-
self in presenting tautly execut-
ed pieces. Sathish Patri’s
artistry on the mridangam is
not mere mastery of “taal”, his
mridangam actually sings. This
concert actually left one feeling
breathless as it was so packed
with exciting moments and won-
derment. One of the organisers,
Partha, later shared that, “I had
requested Jayanthiji to play a
slow composition of
Muthuswami Dikhshitarin raga
Poorvi Kalyan that had inspired
Rabindranath Tagore’s
robindrasangeet with the same
note structure as I thought
many in the audience would be
amazed,” but Jayanthi correctly
decided to let the focus of the
concert be on the “laya” rather
than the melody. In her words: “I
am sitting between two lions so I
should let them roar.” She ended
with a lilting folk melody in
raga Bihag. 

The concluding concert was by
Pandit Raghunandan Pansikar
of the Jaipur Attrauli gharana,
who expectedly started his con-

cert with his late Guru Padma
Vibhushan Kishori Amonkar’s
signature raga, Bhoop.
Unfortunately, this writer was
not able to hear the full concert.

In addition to promoting clas-
sical music, Paramparik has
been doing yeoman work in
working with underprivileged
children in giving them access
to professional education; some
8,000 children over the years
have benefited from this. It was
a pleasure to hear three children
announce the artistes’ details
before each concert, rather than
the slick announcement of a
professional host.

What stood out at this festival
was the meticulous attention to
detail; from unobtrusively con-
cealing the sound monitors on
stage, to the elegant understated
muted coloured backdrop. The
current trend nowadays of neon
multi-coloured lighting, and
prominently displayed flashy
sponsors’ details detracts from
the music. The careful artiste
selection with variety as well as
worth was admirable.

Shailaja Khanna writes 
on music, musicians 
and matters of music
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■ Every year from
December 1 to 5,
with the backdrop
of the magnificent
shikhar of the
Konark temple, the
Konark Dance
Festival has taken
place for the past
three years. It has
gained a formidable
international repu-
tation as a major
classical dance 
festival.

Sunil Kothari

focus

Shailaja
Khanna
meanwhile

Konark Dance Festival has gained a 
formidable international reputation

E
very year from
December 1 to 5, with the
backdrop of the magnifi-
cent shikhar of the
Konark temple, the

Konark Dance Festival has taken
place for the past three years. It
has gained a formidable interna-
tional reputation as a major classi-
cal dance festival. The sleeping
town comes alive with the bustling
crowds and the open air theatre as
all blaze with tiny electric bulbs,
colourful festoons, the trees
bathed in lights, turning the place
into a festive venue where the sto-
ries from mythology unfold in dra-
matic modes, with the tinkling of
ankle bells, the sound of the
mardala, melodious tunes on vio-
lin, the clinging of cymbals and
the imaginative light design when
dancers in their attractive cos-
tumes and captivating dance
movements cast a spell on a gath-
ering of aficionados and lay audi-
ence alike.

Some of us from the media as
dance critics have been fortunate
to attend the dance festival for the
past more than two decades, feast-
ing our eyes on classical dance
forms, with choreographic works
by leading dancers and their
troupes. A wide range of dances
are offered. Sometimes there are
excellent works mixed with not so

high standard and sometimes
one also comes across unex-
pected works. Since the venue
is vast, the group choreogra-
phies are selected. 

This year I arrived a day late
as I was attending at the
Mumbai National Centre for

the Performing Arts 50 years’
celebrations with memo-

rable performances by a
galaxy of artistes. I
missed Ratikant
Mohapatra’s Odissi
work, and Shama

Bhate’s Kathak. On December 2
from Indonesia Widya Budaya
Balinese dance group presented
excerpts from Ramayana, focusing
on the episode of Sitaapaharan:
Ravana kidnapping Sita. To the
music of gamelan, clad in exqui-
site costumes, golden crowns and
ornaments, with stunning visuals,
it appealed to the large mass.
However, one expected the
Indonesian government to have
sent a higher standard of a troupe
than the one which was sent. 

Every evening, invariably in
order to showcase indigenous
flowering of Odissi, there is one
troupe presenting Odissi. From
Kolkata, celebrated Odissi dancer,
choreographer, guru Aloka
Kanungo brought three numbers,
An Ode to Surya, Man Sambhar
Pallavi and Mahavidya. Whereas
the surya stuti appeared oft
repeated and listless with the
imagery of seven horses, it was
Man Sambhar Pallavi that offered
audience novelty. Musician Dr
Ram Hari Das explained that there
are four types of Man Sambhar,
Man meaning tehari or katana
which refers to a three-time repeti-
tion of a particular bol. It is of
four kinds in Odissi dance. Lagana

Mana, Bhaunri Mana, Birama
Mana and Abhirama

Mana. Set to
Sankarabharanam

raga, it offered
a novelty

with a three-
time repe-
tition of
these four
M a n a s .
Pallavis
i n

Odissi

repertoire are an inevitable part of
nritta, pure dance. The dancers
performed well, highlighting the
“katana”.

Aloka is known for her research-
es in Sabda nritya, also explo-
rations of Yantra Tantra and
Mantra, and she created visual
geometric formations using wood-
en sticks and arranging her disci-
ples in such formations. It drew
the attention of the audience
applauding these formations.

Jayaprabha Menon and her
troupe in Mohini Attam revealed
the beauty of Sopana sangit of
Kerala and the guidance the noted
dramatist, musicologist, K.N.
Panicker has given to Jayaprabha
Menon in choreographing num-
bers in Mohini Attam using
Sopana music. The leisurely,
graceful style of Mohini Attam
using the circular, up and down,
bobbing up movements were
enchanting. Their typical hair-
style with bun on one side places
them in a class of their own.

Of the three numbers
Jayaprabha presented with her
group, Ashtapadi from Gita
Govinda Chandana charchita cre-
ated an attractive image of
Krishna clad in a yellow garment
with a garland of flowers. His
dancing mesmerising the milk-
maids to the Sopana music, and
choreography by Bharati Shivaji
stood out for evoking the
Yamuna’s banks — the rasa lila by
Krishna with the Gopis.

The mystical one was Tatvam
that aimed at projecting the search
for the subtle from the gross, from
concrete to abstract, absorbing the
cosmic energy, manifesting the
secret codes of the cosmos in vir-
tual time and space. The moving
images were evoked by the group
of dancers. The dynamic and
kinetic energy of Mohini Attam
were explored through the images
of Purush and Prakriti. Inspired
from Sri Narayan Guru’s
Kundalinipattu it showed how

Kundalini rises from
Muladhara upwards.

In Jivam the dancers
formed a cluster on
one side with
Sarpashira hastas,

suggesting serpents
entwining the

Lord, and Naga
d e v a t a

watching Ananda Nritya of Lord
Siva. The gradual and then in
druta the ascending energy with
Punnagavarali raga, appropriate
for movements of serpents was
most effective. The musicians gave
the dancers adequate support.
Despite the comparatively slow
pace of Mohini Attam, it must be
said to the credit of Jayaprabha
and her dancers, they succeeded
in engaging the audience
unfolding their choreographic
numbers.

The legendary Kuchipudi
dancers Raja and Radha Reddy
with their troupe including
Kaushalya, who conducts the nat-
tuvangam and their daughter
Yamini Reddy and other sprightly
young disciples, presented Bharat
Bharathi, depicting through
dance, the conceptual being of
Bharatmata and the vision they
have for the country. Raja and
Radha appeared as gurus showing
the disciples the origin of the
Vedas, the nine universal senti-
ments alternatively enacting Nava
Rasas, the Ardhanarishwar con-
cept performed by Yamini, the
prayers used by the Hindus, the
Sikhs, the Christians, and the
Muslims, which all lead to one
path, the greatness of our country
from the Himalayas to
Kanyakumari and the joyous
dancing that unites all. The dance
on brass plates with Tarangam in
praise of the dark coloured
Krishna won rounds of applause.
The message conveyed so artisti-
cally through Bharata Bharathi is
timely and relevant in present
times. The dancers were all in
great form and Raja and Radha
displayed artistically the great-
ness of our country.

The finale saw Viabhav Arekar
and his Sankhya group of dancers
in their Bharatanatyam presenta-
tion in great form. They lived up to
their reputation as brilliant
dancers led by a gifted choreogra-
pher. Their covering the vast
stage, placing themselves dramati-
cally wherever necessary themati-
cally and with excellent training
and technique — they won the
appreciation of the discerning
and lay audience alike.

Surya stuti, an ode to the Sun
God revealed the Sun’s magnifi-
cence with excellent lighting by
Suresh Jadhav. Even the slow pace
of seven horses looked perfect.

The exploration of the form was
noticed in Jatiswaram of Tanjore
quartet, in raga Kalyani and later
on using other ragas. The lines,
the diagonals, the geometrical for-
mation, the sound footwork, all

were arresting displaying the
Bharatanatyam dance form in a
new light. Vaibhav deserves con-
gratulations for such bold and
innovative attempts.

Dashavatara from Gita Govinda
offers challenges to choreogra-
phers how to craft the ten incarna-
tions which suggestively tell the
story of why Krishna took various
forms. Taking the form of Matsya,
saving the Vedas, upholding the
mount during the churning ocean,
as Kurma, saving Prithvi, taking
the form of Shukar, as Narsimhas
vanquishing Hiranyakashipu, as
Vaman keeping his promise of giv-
ing three steps of land as Baliraja,
as Parshurama wielding an axe
and annihilating the kshatriyas,
as Rama killing Ravana, in a nut-
shell dramatically telling key inci-
dents of the Ramayana like of the
golden deer, Ravana kidnapping
Sita, setu bandha and Rama and
Ravana’s duel.

Channelising river Yamuna as
Balarama wielding a plough, sav-
ing animals being slaughtered
from the altar of Yajna as Buddha
and taking the form of Kalki
watching vengeance on people,
Vaibhav drew a canvas with his
deft imagination. His presentation
stood out for its perfection and
excellent teamwork.

Alas, I wish I could have said so
about the final dance drama of
Hansadoota: swan messenger.
Taking the story from
Harivamsha, the story of demon
Bajranava succeeding in challeng-
ing the sly strategy of Indra, the
three sons of Krishna, three
daughters of Bajranav, their union
and the role played by the messen-
ger’s swans did not rise to various
dramatic heights. It would have
sustained interest if it had been
edited suitably. 

The Odisha tourism department
also arranges exhibitions of sand
sculpture on the sea beach which
draws large crowds. The Odisha
Sangit Natak Akademi and Odisha
tourism department have with
several constraints succeeded in
mounting the five-day festival for
the past three decades. They
deserve praise for it. One most
important thing about which the
Odisha tourism department has to
pay attention is to arrange for tem-
porary accommodation for a week
so that tourists can stay in
Konark. Since Yatri Niwas is fully
booked for the artistes, the general
public does not get any facilities to
stay at Konark.

The writer is an 
eminent dance historian

Paramparik festival looks to promote Indian classical music



W
ith the BJP’s unprecedented byelection sweep in Karnataka on
Monday, winning 12 of 15 seats, the lone saffron bastion in the
South has again bucked the nationwide trend, saving the
blushes of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and home minister

Amit Shah after the recent Maharashtra embarrassment where they were
outmanoeuvred by an unhappy ally.

But will that mean the Modi-Shah duo will give the party’s unquestion-
able new star, chief minister B.S. Yediyurappa, a free hand now that he
has a majority of 117 in the 224-member Assembly?

In winning the “dirty dozen”, all former Congress and Janata Dal(S)
strongholds, Mr Yediyurappa hasn’t just wiped out his rivals in the
Opposition, he’s ended the myth that party affiliations matter more to vot-
ers than loyalty to candidates. Not lost in the victory din, he’s sent a mes-
sage to the BJP top brass that his popularity isn’t restricted to Lingayat
strongholds. This is after all the first time that the BJP has made inroads
into the Vokkaliga belt in the Cauvery delta, winning K.R. Pete in
Mandya. The Congress and the JD(S) both paid the price for over-confi-
dence. The Congress is reduced to just two seats, and JD(S) to zero.

Congress’ Siddaramaiah may be looking at
the end of the road, while the family-run
JD(S) has clearly hit rock bottom.

But here’s the thing — Mr Yediyurappa in
sending his son to manage Mandya, bring
in the votes from his native Bookanakere
village, was sending a not so subtle mes-
sage to Amit Shah, who had denied his son
Vijayendra a ticket to fight against
Siddaramaiah’s son in Varuna in 2018, that
he’s no pushover.

In emerging as the only BJP leader who
had the courage to pursue his own agenda,
which was at complete variance with the
Modi-Shah plan for Karnataka, Mr
Yediyurappa also signalled that neither age
nor the threat to banish him to the

“margdarshak” club like L.K. Advani and Murli Manohar Joshi, was
going to stop him. The BJP’s handpicked strategists had seen to it that nei-
ther Mr Modi nor Mr Shah fully backed the ageing patriarch’s plan to top-
ple the H.D. Kumaraswamy’s government. But that didn’t stop the 76-year-
old Lingayat strongman from pulling the rug from under the unnatural
JD(S)-Congress setup.

The BJP added insult to injury by appointing not one but three deputy
chief ministers to nursemaid him when he did take over the hot seat. That
one of them could still be brought in to succeed him is a possibility, but
clearly the BJP will do well not to underestimate Mr Yediyurappa, who is
well aware that the BJP’s long-term plan is to bring in a leader who isn’t
defined by caste, as they did in Haryana and Maharashtra. With this vic-
tory, the BJP chief minister is hoping he will finally complete a full term
in office. He simply cannot be challenged. Not from within. Not from with-
out. And certainly not by the Prime Minister. Or the home minister.

10 DECEMBER 2019

Don’t look for me. I won’t make it home”, a stoic Imran told his des-
perate father over the phone, waking him up at 5 am on Sunday. A
short-circuit triggered a fire in the building he was in. There were

over 100 workers in the dingy four-storey structure that had a makeshift
bag factory, a clothes workshop, a printing press and a jacket-making
unit. It also served as their sleeping quarters. Only 63 survived Delhi’s
worst fire since the 1997 Uphaar blaze, the city’s worst.

The building’s neighbours on Rani Jhansi Road were sad but unsur-
prised. Small accidents occur with a sickening regularity across north
and central Delhi, infamous for its overhanging cables and narrow lanes.
Half of Delhi is vulnerable, a fireman shockingly said. Anaj Mandi has
nearly 1,000 illegal factories, most of whom without fire permits or safety
equipment. Incredibly, even heritage buildings in Lutyens’ Delhi and
Central government property like North Block, South Block, the Niti
Aayog and Udyog Bhavan don’t go by fire safety regulations. The owner of
this building, with windows having no panes so the victims couldn’t jump,
and a blocked staircase — was booked for homicide. 

However, the loss of 43 young lives — many of them breadwinners — has
not come as a rude lesson to those in authority. The blame games contin-
ue. The Centre accused the Delhi government of not moving the work-
shops to a different location while the Arvind Kejriwal government held
the BJP-run municipal corporation responsible for not shutting them
down. On Monday, another fire, this time “minor”, was reported from the
same building in the morning. It reminds us of the adage: History repeats
itself, first as tragedy, then as farce!

Blame games and death traps

After bypoll triumph,
BSY’s stock is rising
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With this victory, the
BJP chief minister is
hoping he will finally

complete a full term in
office. He simply 

cannot be challenged.
Not from within. Not

from without. And 
certainly not by the

Prime Minister. Or the
home minister.

c m y k c m y k

Nobody cares how much you know, 
until they know how much you care

There’s a tremendous gap between 
public opinion and public policy

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
MIND  POWER
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M
eat is killing the planet,
or so we are told. Well
not meat per se, but
rather the production of

meat is increasingly being said to
be untenable given dwindling
resources and out-of-control cli-
mate change and environmental
degradation.

There is some truth to this: con-
sider that out of the total arable
land available to us, about 30 per
cent is used to provide for the cattle
and chickens, etc, that we con-
sume. Going further, we find that
producing a pound of beef takes
about 1,799 gallons of water which
is arguably not exactly very effi-
cient.

While corporate livestock farm-
ing in the West gets a bad rap —
this is largely due to the overuse of
antibiotics and the resulting
spillover into the environment — it
remains more efficient than its

counterpart in the developing
world because the high nutritional
value of feed in the developed
world means that livestock con-
sumes less than livestock in the
developing world.

There are some myths though,
and one is that livestock are
responsible for rising greenhouse
gas emissions, an assertion that is
based on a 2006 FAO report that
claimed that livestock produced 18
per cent of the world’s greenhouse
gas emissions. Though this was
later corrected by the author of the
report, the figure is still out there
adding to all the hot air floating
around. Nevertheless, the search
for meat substitutes is speeding up.
Now if it was just a question of pro-
tein, there wouldn’t be that much
of an issue as we could all just
switch to eating insects which can
provide us with the same nutrition
as meat with a far lower resource

and environmental impact. But
since most of the world isn’t quite
ready for that, our chitinous
friends get a break as we look for
meat substitutes that still look and
(hopefully) taste like meat.

Enter the “impossible burger”
and its fellow faux burgers. These
burgers are made of plant-based
proteins and, if you look at the way
the valuations and profits of the
companies making them have
risen, seem to be taking the
(Western) world by storm. So much
so that even major fast food joints
are getting into the act, with
McDonalds launching its PLT
(plant, lettuce, tomato) burger and
Burger King following suit with its
Impossible Whopper.

But are they actually good for you
and good for the environment?
Certainly the widespread adoption
of these will reduce the environ-
mental impact of the factory farm-

ing of meat, and will also help peo-
ple avoid the risks (cancer and
more) associated with the exces-
sive eating of red meat. But there is
also criticism to the effect that
these burgers are too highly
processed, and we already know
that processed foods are not good
for us. It is also important to note
that while this may be a new idea
in the West, fake meats have been
around for centuries in the East,
particularly in China. Way back in
the 10th century, monks during the
Song dynasty ate a dish called
fanghun cai, which literally trans-
lates as “imitation meat dish”.
Closely linked with the adoption of
Buddhism in China, for centuries
the art of imitation meat has been
perfected leading to vegetarian
meals that are indistinguishable
from duck, chicken or even shark’s
fins.

But the march to the future is

relentless, and soon we will see
meats that are not made from cows
or vegetable substitutes but,
instead, grown in a lab. These
frankenmeats first debuted in
August 2013 when Dr Mark Post
from the Maastricht University
cooked and ate the world’s first lab-
grown burger at a press confer-
ence. Now the race is on to bring
this product to market, with a
Dutch startup called Meatable
scoring ten million dollars in fund-
ing to produce lab-cultured pork
and an Israeli company, Future
Meat Technologies, is about to set
up its first plant.

If you think that is interesting
then check out the American com-
pany Air Protein which aims to,
you’ve guessed it, make meat out of
thin air based on Nasa research in
the 1960s.

By arrangement with Dawn

Is this way to a
healthy future?

‘Fake’ meat,
made in a lab

As climate crisis grows,
all of us should act now

F
ew Indians
would be aware
that the delib-
erations of a
motley group of

little-known experts in
an European capital,
thousands of miles
away, could directly
impact their future. But
that is precisely what is
happening now. Climate
experts, environmental-
ists and other experts in
related fields are hud-
dled at a conference
venue in distant Madrid,
the capital of Spain, to
decide on the urgent
steps necessary to pull
the planet out of its per-
ilous descent into eco-
logical catastrophe.

The United Nations
Conference on Climate
Change, or COP 25 as it
is being called, is being
attended by representa-
tives from virtually
every country on earth,
with the notable excep-
tion of the United States,
whose President has
pulled out of the global
climate change negotia-
tions.

An unofficial 15-mem-
ber American delegation
headed by House of
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
Speaker Nancy Pelosi
has, however, come for-
ward to represent their
country. In contrast, the
European Union has
publicly declared cli-
mate change policy as a
key priority.

The conference, which
stretches from
December 2 to 13, is
being attended by 29,000
delegates and visitors
from 200 countries, prov-
ing just how important
people across the globe
think the climate change
issue is. The urgency of
the situation was empha-
sised by UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres, who warned
that “the point of no
return was no longer
over the horizon”.

Sadly, the world as a
whole still lacks politi-
cal will to do the needful.
The efforts of govern-
ments, corporations and
individuals are just not
enough to slow down, le-
ave alone reverse, the tr-
ends in global warming.

The world is already
1.1°C warmer than it
was at the onset of the
Industrial Revolution. If
“current trends persist,
then global tempera-
tures can be expected to
rise by 3.2 to 3.9°C this
century, which would
bring wide-ranging and
destructive climate
impacts”. This is the
threat, and most coun-
tries are aware of it. All
countries signed the
Paris Agreement which
pledged to keep global
temperature rise to two
degrees Celsius. The
immediate goal is to con-
tain the rise to 1.5
degrees till the end of
2050.

The problem is how to
meet greenhouse gas
emission and related
targets. Many countries
lack money, expertise,
technology or feasible
alternatives to reduce
emissions.

The 25th UN Climate
Change Conference will
help address some of
these issues and share
ideas, experiences and
expertise. This exercise
alone is expected to gen-
erate ideas and give
fresh impetus to govern-
ments and corporates in
their slow path towards
zero net emissions.

India is among the
countries that have
taken the environmental
challenge seriously
despite its economic
problems. Newspaper
headlines in recent
times have highlighted
how vulnerable India’s
huge and relatively
backward population is
to extreme weather
events.

Unprecedented rainfall
this year in parts of the
country have not just
wrecked infrastructure
and crops but also killed
hundreds. Air and water
pollution news grabs
headlines every day.
And now we are told that
this November has been
the third hottest since
the year 1901.

Most worrying is the
possibility of climate
change affecting rainfall
patterns over the Indian
subcontinent — a
change that could possi-

bly return us to hunger,
famines and an econom-
ic dead end.

Fortunately, India’s
political leadership is
very aware of the
threats from climate
change and has pledged
to keep their part of the
bargain. Before the
Madrid Conference,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi con-
vened a Cabinet meeting
to discuss the COP25
agenda and decide on
what stand India should
take.

The most important
decision taken at this
meeting was the need to
compel the developed
world to do more instead
of just talking and blam-
ing poorer countries
such as India for not
doing enough.

The World Resource
Institute (WRI) has esti-
mated that the world’s
top three emitters — the
United States, China and
the EU — contribute
more than 50 per cent of
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. India is in the list
of the top 10 emitters,
but its per capita emis-
sion levels are amongst
the lowest in the world.

The two chief problem
countries are the United
States and China, where
increases in emission
levels continue to rise
instead of declining over
time as is happening in
large parts of the
European Union. The
United States has con-
tributed a cumulative
397 giga tonnes of CO2
since 1750 while China’s
share is 214 GT, Russia’s
180 and the EU’s collec-
tively far more than the
latter two. India is way
down, at 51 GT.

The United States,
despite being the world’s
worst polluter, has
pulled out of climate
control negotiations and
tossed aside the Paris
Agreement it signed in
2015. This is an example
of colossal irresponsibil-
ity. The silver living is
that many American
politicians, opinion

makers, states as well as
corporations believe in
the climate goals and
negotiations rejected by
their President and are
prepared to move in tan-
dem with the rest of the
world.

The Indian govern-
ment, instead of shying
away from negotiations
that could put further
curbs on its industries,
has decided to go with
the global consensus but
with a caveat. New Delhi
will tell the world that
different countries have
varying capacities to
address the emissions
issue — the richer, more
developed nations who
also happen to be the
primary emitters have
to do the heavy lifting.

“India has emphasised
that developed countries
should take a lead in
undertaking ambitious
actions and fulfil their
climate finance commit-
ments of mobilising $100
billion per annum by
2020 and progressively
and substantially scale
up their financial sup-
port to inform parties
for future action
through Nationally
D e t e r m i n e d
Contributions (NDCs).
India will further stress
upon the need for fulfill-
ing pre-2020 commit-
ments by developed
countries and that pre-
2020 implementation
gaps should not present
an additional burden to
developing countries in
the post-2020 period,”
the official Indian state-
ment ahead of the
Madrid conference said.

Previous climate
change negotiations had
recognised the need to
provide financial sup-
port to those developing
countries that lacked the
means to effectively
implement policies to
reduce emissions.
Unfortunately, not much
has been done on that
front chiefly because the
rich nations do not wish
to part with their
money.

Today, there is global
awareness of the plan-
et’s problems. What is
lacking is greater collec-
tive will at all levels —
in Western capitals, in
our institutions and at
the grassroots. We sim-
ply cannot keep burning
stubble and expect the
wind to clear the haze.

The writer is an inde-
pendent commentator

on political 
and security issues

Today, there is
global awareness
of the planet’s
problems. What is
lacking is 
greater collective
will at all 
levels — in 
Western capitals, in
our institutions and
at the grassroots

BJP’S EYE ON POLLS
THIS REFERS to the column
“Govt’s desperate hurry on CAB
seems puzzling” (Dec. 9). The
nationwide NRC is going to be the
BJP’s poll plank in every poll-
bound border state, which will
throw out immigrants and will put
their future in limbo. The CAB will
ensure legal citizenship to Hindus,
Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists facing
prosecution and atrocities in
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh. It goes without saying
that the BJP is desperate and deter-
mined to win West Bengal in 2021.
The NRC could be the BJP’s trump
card to fill the void of a significant
leader in Bengal. Although there
are myriad states like Assam
where people are vehemently
protesting against this bill, it
seems these are having zero impact
on the BJP.

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain

NO ACCOUNTABILITY
IN NEW Delhi, 43 people died when
fire engulfed an illegal factory. The
first question is — who gave the
electricity connection? Why do
political leaders and ordinary citi-
zens not raise this issue? When
such illegal factories are function-
ing, what is the labour minister
doing? So many more fire incidents
will happen and poor workers will
die.

Marcus Dabre
Vasai, Maharashtra

LETTERS
MAKE JUSTICE FAST
This refers to the editorial
“‘Instant justice’ is abhor-
rent” (Dec. 9). The sup-
porters of mob trials
believe in macho jungle
rule where justice has
been earmarked only for
the mighty. Ironically,
many rape accused can-
didates get elected as
MPs and MLAs. However,
we need more fast-track
courts and a quick justice
delivery system. Like
police stations and hospi-
tals, a 24x7 judiciary is
essential as it is an emer-
gency service. Affordable,
quick and satisfactory
settlement of legal 
disputes is a crying need.
Engaging lawyers can be
an expensive procedure
and takes justice far away
from making it affordable.

Sujit De
Kolkata

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins `500. Email: 

letters@asianage.com Else, send
to Jawaharlal Nehru National
Youth Centre, 219 Deen Dayal

Upadhyay Marg, New Delhi 110002

Subhani

Zarrar
Khuhro

Indranil Banerjie



PAGE

7Oped
TUESDAY | 10 DECEMBER 2019 | NEW DELHITHE ASIAN AGE

TKDAY DECOPUNK
Word  SPY

A person’s 10,000th 
day since birth

Books, films or games that apply fantasy elements to
historical settings that display an art deco aesthetic

A
t a time of tumult
in Indian poli-
tics, questions
abound as to
what is left of the

Left and what lies ahead for
it. Be it the sordid drama to
snatch power in
Maharashtra or the ongoing
national buildup against the
compulsory citizens’ regis-
ter, the Left camp, with a
mere five MPs in the Lok
Sabha, is a pale version of
the 62-MP contingent that
qualitatively influenced the
governance agenda during
UPA-1.

The Left’s failure to accept
the fact that class has been
synonymous with caste in
the Indian context, its cen-
tralised model of class strug-
gle as opposed to democratic
non-class movements and
the CPI(M)’s use of democra-
cy merely as a passage
towards the ultimate goal of
proletarian dictatorship
have been cited as some of
the reasons for the Left
being confined to three out
of the 28 states.

Socialists have advised the
CPI(M) to dump its dictator-
ship fixation and even drop
“Communist” from its name
if it wants to rally the Left in
the time of its worst elec-
toral drubbing. “To the 21st-
century mind, the word
‘Communist’ is indelibly
associated with tyranny and
authoritarianism. On the
other hand, the word ‘social-
ist’ is more benign”, says
historian Ramachandra
Guha.

The CPI was more realis-
tic, dropping proletarian
dictatorship from its party
programme. It accords pri-

ority to the unity of the Left
and democratic forces
rather than insisting on its
own leadership of such a
combination. But, for the
CPI(M), proletarian dicta-
torship still remains its USP
in the party programme.

All along, the parliamen-
tary Left have been ham-
strung by their so-called
democratic centralisation
model of struggle. They
shunned participating in
any democratic model of
struggle, restricting them-
selves to a narrow class
struggle approach.

This centralised model of
class struggle has neither
the depth of class struggle
nor the breadth of mass
movements incorporating
non-class movements.

Late rights activist K.
Balagopal, who had broken
off with the Maoists in
Andhra Pradesh, used to say
Marxism never treated
democracy as the founda-
tion of modern society. It
uses democracy as a means
to achieve its goals in class
struggle. Its goals are
towards the dictatorship of
the proletariat. 

“One of the goals of prole-
tarian dictatorship is to
enable workers to partici-
pate in decisions affecting
their lives in factories and
public life in civil society.
Barring these goals which
are worth cherishing, every-
thing else such as the
‘seizure of State power’ or
overthrow of the State
machinery by the working
class is redundant. An ideo-
logical correction is neces-
sary here”, says Prof. Arun
Patnaik, head of the depart-

ment of political science at
the University of
Hyderabad. 

For Indian Communists,
US Senator Bernie Sanders,
who calls himself a democ-
ratic socialist, or British
Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn are undesirable
manifestations because they
are revisionists or
reformists, who have lost
sight of the ultimate revolu-
tion and are in compromise
with neo-liberals.

Such blind interpretations
have hindered the metamor-
phosis of Indian Communist
parties into modern democ-
ratic socialist formations,
allowing their cadre to join
in mass equity struggles
without losing sight of the
ultimate objective of revolu-
tion.

Prof. Prabhat Patnaik has
commented that “the cur-
rent problem with the
Indian Left, and in this term
I include all sections of the
Left, from the so-called “par-
liamentary Left” to the so-
called “revolutionary Left”,
is in my view, its lack of
appreciation of the dialec-
tics between ‘reform’ and
‘revolution’”.

“By the dialectics of
reform and revolution I
mean the following: revolu-
tion is the denouement of a
persistent demand for
reform on the part of the
people, which the system
cannot accommodate.
Therefore pressing for
reform and mobilising peo-
ple around a demand for

reform is not ‘reformism’; it
is itself a revolutionary
task. The problem with
social democracy which is
avowedly ‘reformist’ is not
that it asks for ‘reform’
instead of ‘revolution’ but
that, being avowedly
‘reformist’, it tailors and
limits its demand for reform
only to whatever the system
can agree to. It does not ask
for reforms that push the
boundaries of the system”.

But there is a growing real-
isation that no matter what
happens to Communist par-
ties in the country, there
will still be the Left in differ-
ent avatars, fighting neolib-
eral policies. Even in the
right-of-centre BJP, there
are Left-minded individuals
and groups. Note the resis-
tance mounted by the pro-
Sangh Parivar Swadeshi
Jagran Manch against the
Centre’s haste to join the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership.

Ayushman Bharat, a
major BJP initiative, a
health insurance plan for
almost half the population,
and Congress-led UPA’s
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee programme are
examples of equity-oriented
welfare initiatives promoted
by parties that pursue free
market policies.

The Left’s ideas survive
and flicker through many
forums; regional parties in
India through their populist
programmes. N.T. Rama
Rao and M.G.
Ramachandran were classic
examples. Though bereft of
any Leftist theoretical
underpinnings, their pro-
poor agenda was dis-
cernible. Ram Manohar
Lohia and Jayaprakash
Narayan too were propo-
nents of a Leftist stand.
Caste-based parties too have
a certain tinge of leftism in
them as they fight the social
pyramidal structure.
Socialism and Leftism are
too vast to be contained in a

warp. They flow through dif-
ferent political parties.

Says Prof. Arun Patnaik:
“In my dialogue with Ram
Madhav in 1994, I discovered
him as an anti-caste Hindu
intellectual like Veer
Savarkar. But unlike
Savarkar, he is not anti-
Muslim. I told him that
Muslims too have caste. He
was plainly surprised.”

“In my view, thus, dia-
logues across intellectuals of
this sort are necessary. Ram
Madhav told me that he was
fighting within the RSS to
recognise caste realities all
along. He says it has not
been easy for him to con-
vince other members. In
2014, recently the RSS
brought out an anti-caste
special issue of Organiser
dedicated to Ambedkar.
Today Ram Madhav may
say that his persistence with
caste brought some results
in the organisation now. But
somebody will have to con-
vince the RSS to recognise
caste among non-Hindus.”

“However, a secular recog-
nition of caste across reli-
gions is necessary for all ide-
ological convictions. A com-
munication with left-wing
intellectuals across all ide-
ologies is possible on several
issues, not just caste-related
issues. Pro-people elements
across the political spec-
trum are available. A com-
munication is necessary
across them to construct a
bridge.”

Late Prof. Praful Bidwai
used to argue for a new Left
by re-interpreting Marxism
in the post-Marxian situa-
tion and reformulate strate-
gy and tactics by the Left to
fight the twin enemies of the
neo-liberal economic order
and Hindu religious funda-
mentalism, based on what
he called a “People’s
Charter”.

Praful Bidwai’s People’s
Charter perhaps anticipated
future alternatives that are
resonating around India
today.

G
od realisation basically
has three stages and these
three stages can help us
find out how far or nearer

we are to Him and where we have
to lead ourselves towards:

(1) Tasey Vaham: In this
first stage of Tasey
Vaham one believes that
He (God) exists some-
where: may be up in the
sky or in heaven or in His
own abode. No one knows
where exactly He lives.
However it is firmly
believed that He exists, and He is
the creator of the universe. 

(2) Tamey Vaham: In this second
stage of God realisation, we know
who God is! He is clearly perceived
and seen before us. With open eyes
or in a meditative state We feel His
presence all the time around us.

Our conviction of His
existence gets proven
beyond doubt, and there-
by faith, devotion and
trust get strengthened.

(3) Tvamey Vaham: In
this third stage of God
realisation we become the
God Himself

(Enlightenment). This stage comes
to those who practice intense spiri-
tual practices (sadhana) i.e. contem-
plation, comprehension and medi-
tation. The ultimate realisation
dawns on us with the feeling that
we are, in reality, what we have
been searching for. The ignorance

of duality and separation from Him
is lost and we become one with
Him. This state is described
through spiritual terms such as self
realisation, God realisation, nir-
vana, enlightenment, etc.

In this state we are freed from the
clutches of karma as there is no
doer and no receiver of result.

Sadguru Rameshji is a modern age
spiritual guru and the force

behind Poorna Ananda, a
Hyderabad-based centre for

spiritual evolution and joyful
living. He can be contacted at

www.poornaananda.org

What is left of India’s Left
and what lies ahead for it?

The three stages of God realisation

Rajaji had sounded 
the first warning on 
a ‘planned’ economy

I
ndia’s first Indian governor-
general (1948-50) Chakravarti
Rajagopalachari (December 10,
1878-December 25, 1972) was a

man who is today more remem-
bered for his elegant and simple
rendering in English of the
Mahabharata (1951) and Ramayana
(1957). But Rajagopachari, popular-
ly known as Rajaji, should be
known today as the first one to
sound the warning against a
bureaucratically controlled State
and centrally planned economy,
naïve notions of Fabian socialism. 

In 1957 Rajaji broke with
Jawaharlal Nehru over his econom-
ic and political prescriptions for
India. India consequently came to
be governed by a combination of
protectionist, import substitution,
Fabian socialism and social democ-
ratic inspired policies. In 1959,
Rajaji outlined the goals of the
Swatantra Party through 21 “funda-
mental principles” in the founda-
tion document. 

The party stood for equality and
opposed government control over
the private sector. Rajagopalachari
sharply criticised the bureaucracy
and coined the term “licence-permit
raj” to describe Nehru’s elaborate
system of permissions and licences
required for an individual to set up
a private enterprise. 

The bureaucratic labyrinth some-
times involved approval by as many
as 80 agencies, before a licence
could be granted to produce, with
the State deciding what to produce,
how to produce and how much to
produce using State-prescribed
sources of capital and often even the
selling price. Profits leading to capi-
tal formation and investment were
never a consideration. It was set up
in 1952 and was ended in 1991 when
P.V. Narasimha Rao tentatively
embarked on his “reforms”.

Prime Minister Nehru once told
industrialist J.R.D. Tata, who
stressed the need for India’s public
sector to be profitable to beget sur-
pluses for investment: “Never talk
to me about profit, Jeh, it is a dirty
word.”

Consequently, the rate of growth
of the Indian economy in the first
three decades after Independence
was derisively referred to as the
“Hindu rate of growth” by econo-
mists, because of the unfavourable
comparison with growth rates in
other Asian countries.

The “licence-permit raj” rather
than creating a more equitable soci-
ety actually created a hugely cor-
rupt and inefficient system that cre-
ated oligarchies and huge inequali-
ties, not just between people but
also between regions. This blight
still persists, though with a much
less pernicious virulence.

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha
Rao took the first steps to dismantle
the “licence-permit raj” in 1991
when his government effectively
dustbinned the Industrial Licensing

Policy 1956 and ushered in what has
generally come to be known as “eco-
nomic reforms”. This is still a work
in progress. For State control over
industry persists with its list of 14
public sector banks and the IDBI
and IFCI, perpetuating a newer
form of the statist policies of alloca-
tion by making industry and busi-
ness vulnerable to the caprices of
politicians and bureaucrats. 

Rajaji may not have been entirely
satisfied with Narasimha Rao’s and
Manmohan Singh’s hesitant steps
in dismantling the State’s overarch-
ing control over the national econo-
my, but he would have encouraged
them to go further and with more
daring. He would have done so with
Narendra Modi and Arun Jaitley
too.

All major economies that have
grown rapidly have a high level of
fixed investment. There are no
examples of major economies that
have grown rapidly with low rates
of investment. Only 21 countries
have achieved eight per cent growth
a year sustained over a 20-year peri-
od since World War II. The first
eight are Asian economies — China,
Japan, Singapore, South Korea,
North Korea, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Hong Kong. Their systems var-
ied, but they had one essential com-
monality. All of them had, during
their periods of rapid growth, very
high percentages of Gross Domestic
Fixed Capital Formation in GDP,
between 30-50 per cent.

India’s capital formation lan-
guished in the lower two digit num-
bers for the first three decades after
independence. It began to increase
from 17.9 per cent of GDP in 1991 to
22.7 per cent of GDP in 2000 and to
peak at 37.6 per cent of GDP in 2008,
due to the loosening of constricting
State controls. India’s GDP growth
kept pace with this and rose from
5.2 per cent in the decade 1980-90, to
over 6.0 per cent during 1990-2000
and to 7.8 per cent during 2000-10.

Clearly, a high percentage of fixed
investment in GDP is an indispensi-
ble precondition for a rapid rate of
growth — there are no countries
with rapid GDP growth and low per-
centages of GDP deployed to fixed
investment. But we have countries
with high savings rates and less
than commensurate growth rates,
because public spending is less on
investment and more on social
spending including subsidies. If
Rajaji’s rejection of Fabian socialist
notions of economic and social
development were official policy in
the late 1950s, it would have given
India a head start in capital forma-
tion, industrialisation and faster
economic growth. But better late
than never.

The writer, a policy analyst study-
ing economic and security issues,

held senior positions in govern-
ment and industry. He also spe-

cialises in the Chinese economy. 

For Indian
Communists, US
Senator Bernie
Sanders, who calls
himself a democratic
socialist, or British
Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn are 
undesirable manifes-
tations because they
are reformists

Sadguru
Rameshji

Mohan GuruswamyJohn Mary
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Cool features
Procreate 5, Savage Interactive’s newest iOS update is now
available. It brings features like Photoshop (ABR) brush
import, custom brush creation and CMYK mode

SHORT TAKES

APTRONIX TO
LAUNCH 15

STORES BY JUNE 
AGE CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 9

Undaunted with the fact that
Apple will soon open its own
premium flagship stores in the
country, premium Apple
reseller Aptronix hopes to
expand its presence further in
the country, according to a top
official.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Mr Sudhinder
Singh said, “While we have a
strong presence in south India
already, we are looking to bol-
ster our presence further by
opening another 15 stores
across the country by June,
next year.”

He added that Apple is likely
to open its store in Mumbai
and NCR only. However, there
is a big demand for the premi-
um Apple devices in the coun-
try and the recent moves from
Apple will only boost the
demand for iPhones and other
devices.

While the expanded store
count will help Aptronix hit
50, the Hyderabad-based firm
has plans to expand its servic-
es network, which will further
help meet the demand.

However, despite the con-
sumer sentiment in the coun-
try being on a downward spi-
ral, Mr Singh, didn’t seem to
be bothered as he said that
Apple regularly corrects its
prices to keep the demand
intact. 

Citing the example of iPhone
XR’s correction in price, he
said that Apple devices will
continue to be in demand. 

NEW MAC PRO
UP FOR ORDER

FROM TODAY
Mumbai, Dec. 9: According to
an email, spotted by Marques
Brownlee, that Apple has sent
out to customers, orders for
the high-end new Mac Pro and
Pro Display XDR can be placed
from December 10. The hard-
ware devices were announced
at the Apple Worldwide
Developers Conference
(WWDC) 2019 in June.

The new release by Apple is
being seen by experts as the
first major upgrade of the
device since 2013, in an
attempt to win back profes-
sionals who have migrated to
more powerful Windows
machines.

It can be ordered with an
optional 8-terabyte solid-state
drive option. Also, it will now
be able to handle six simulta-
neous streams of 8K video.

AARON ALMEIDA 
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Bose had always been at
the forefront of audio
products and it had
cemented itself as the go-
to brand for premium
noise-cancelling head-
phones. The brand’s
QuietComfort line had
been the industry stan-
dard. However, in the last
couple of years, Bose had
been beaten at its own
game by the Sony WH-
1000XM3. This option from
the Japanese tech giant
showed the world that
style need not be compro-
mised in favour of specifi-
cations. 

In 2019, Bose went back

to basics and launched the
Noise-Cancelling 700 head-
phones, a pair of premium
cans where audio tech was
given the prime focus,
with a design that’s not
just contemporary but also
functional. No more do we
find the horrendous pleat-
ed earpads, unsightly
hinges or any untoward
bulk in the hardware
department. These wire-
less headphones feature
Bose’s new design think-
ing and it sure is a stunner.

The Bose NC 700 is built
around a stainless steel
headband that features a
matte finish and they
beautifully shift from a flat
to a cylindrical shape. The
height adjustments here

can be easily altered by
merely sliding the cups up
and down the headband.

Bose has absolutely filled
the NC 700 to the brim
with technology and these
ranges from intuitive
touch-sensitive controls to
Augmented Reality. To get

the most out of the Bose
NC 700, you will need to
install the Bose Music app
for Android or iOS.

With the Bose Music app,
you can also adjust the
level of noise-cancellation
from 0 to 10. This provides
you with complete control

over how much of ambient
sound you want in.
Another interesting fea-
ture that the app has to
offer is Bose AR. Yes, these
headphones come with
Augmented Reality. The
app allows you to access
several AR apps that are

available on the Apple App
Store which allows you to
experience spatial 3D
audio and hear sounds by
moving your head.

The Bose NC 700 is
hands-down the best noise-
cancellation headphones
available in the market
currently and they have
bested the competition in a
way that only Bose knows
how. The major determin-
ing factor of these head-
phones is the refined
noise-cancellation on offer
which is one of the pri-
mary reasons why people
would opt for this pair.

The Bose NC 700 is easily
one of the best head-
phones that are currently
available and they come

with the brand’s signature
sound that has garnered
critical applause across
the globe. Bose has always
gone with a balanced low-
end that is clean which
makes it suitable for a
wide variety of genres.

The Bose NC 700 retail
for `34,500. If it is a premi-
um auditory experience
that you are seeking, then
look no further than these.
The pros here are too
many and Bose has done
well with a design that’s
not just modern but also
very functional. When it
comes to noise-cancella-
tion and phone calls, the
Bose NC 700 are unrivaled.
They offer the best experi-
ence money can buy.

Bose Noise Cancellation 700, the best on offer
Users can experience spatial 3D audio can in the Augmented Reality-powered devicePRODUCT | REVIEW

PUBG MOBILE TO
GET FASTER

FRAME RATES
Mumbai, Dec. 9: PUBG Mobile
will finally get one of the most
sought-after features this year,
the support for 90fps gameplay
Qualcomm has confirmed that
the game, which offers various
settings options that let play-
ers tweak the graphics, will
gain the support.

PUBG Mobile stands as one
of the most popular smart-
phone games of the year, with
over 400 million total players.
At present, the best possible
settings are 'HDR' and 'Ultra,'
which is a simulated HDR look
at 60fps. The high refresh rate
displays, especially on gaming
smartphones, has been anoth-
er growing trend this year.

— Agencies

Data sharing to
curb unfair biz
Global body looks to save interests of banks
London, Dec. 9: Google,
Alibaba and other ‘Big
Tech’ companies could be
forced to share data on
financial services cus-
tomers with banks and
financial technology
firms to prevent unfair
competition.

As Facebook’s plan for
its Libra ‘stablecoin’ faces
scrutiny, a global body of
regulators from the
world’s main financial
centres said that Big
Tech’s growing tentacles
raised questions for finan-
cial stability, competition
and data privacy.

The Financial Stability
Board (FSB) called in a
report released on Sunday
for “vigilant monitoring”
of Big Tech’s shift into
financial services, which
it said could crimp the
ability of banks to gener-
ate capital through
retained profits.

While still only ‘nascent’
in most countries, Big
Tech in countries like
China has brought finan-
cial services within reach
of under-served commu-
nities, the FSB, which is
chaired by federal reserve
governor, Randal Quarles,
said in the report.

The FSB said players
including Microsoft,
Amazon, eBay, Baidu,
Apple, Facebook and

Tencent, have massive
databases, while some
offer asset management,
payments and lending.

Many Big Tech firms
like Amazon, Facebook,
eBay, Alipay and Google
have acquired payments-
related licences in
European Union coun-
tries including
Luxembourg, Ireland and
Lithuania, although most
have not yet built up any
big volumes.

Banks in Europe and
elsewhere are already
required to share cus-
tomer data with third
party ‘fintech’ companies
that want to offer rival
payments services, and
this may need to be the
case with Big Tech too, the
FSB said.

“Big Tech firms’ ability
to leverage customer data

raises the question of
whether — and the degree
to which — authorities
could consider the poten-
tial to promote the mobili-
ty of data between the
various actors that are
involved in the provision
of financial services,” the
FSB said.

“Doing so may help
encourage competition
and help ensure a level
playing field amongst
market participants.”

Regulators may also
need to replicate their
approach to insurers and
asset managers by focus-
ing on “activities that
have implications for
financial stability” rather
than a focus solely on the
size of the firm, the global
body of regulators 
said.

— Reuters

SNAP TO ADD
CAMEO, A TOOL
LIKE BITMOJI
Mumbai, Dec. 9:
Snapchat is planning to
launch an exciting new
feature, Snapchat
Cameos, that uses selfies
to replace the faces of
people in videos. In
essence, the feature is a
simplified way to deep-
fake users into GIFs. 

Snapchat Cameos are
an alternative to Bitmoji
for quickly conveying an
emotion or reaction in
Snapchat messages.
Some users in France
have already received a
test version of the fea-
ture, Snap enthusiast
revealed.

According to
TechCrunch, Snapchat
confirmed the existence
of Cameos, and that the
feature is currently test-
ing in limited availabili-
ty in some international
markets. The company
said, "Cameos aren't
ready to take the stage
yet, but stay tuned for
their global debut soon!"

The new feature allows
you to give inputs to
Snapchat about your
appearance. Cameo can
be accessed in the
Bitmoji button in the
Snapchat messaging
keyboard. 

The company has
made a bunch of short
looping video clips with
a range sounds from
which users can choose
from. Snapchat will then
stretch and move selfies
to create different facial
reactions that Cameo
can apply to faces of per-
sons in the videos. 

Instagram and
WhatsApp having
inspired by its Stories,
Cameo, it is believed,
will keep Snapchat mes-
saging interesting, keep-
ing it ahead in the chat
business.

— Agencies

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
Mumbai, Dec. 9

Chinese tech giant
Huawei Technologies
plans to equip more of its
products with its
Harmony operating sys-
tem (OS) next year, and
will promote them at
home and abroad, a
Huawei spokesman said
on Monday.

But there are no plans
currently to roll out the
OS to its phones, tablets
and computers, among
Huawei’s most popular
products, the spokesman
added.

The plans were first
reported in the govern-
ment-backed Shenzhen
Special Zone Daily news-
paper which cited com-
ments made by Wang
Chenglu, president of the
Huawei consumer busi-
ness group’s software
division, at a store event
held in the city of
Shenzhen, where the firm
has its headquarters.

Huawei unveiled its pro-
prietary OS in August as
a possible alternative to
Google’s Android, as it
copes with trade restric-
tions by the US that
threatens to cut its access
to technology made by US
firms.

A ‘smart screen,’ or con-
nected television product
was its first product to
use Harmony, but it said
at the time that it would
stick to Android for
smartphones and gradu-
ally roll out Harmony to
other devices such as
smartwatches, speakers
and virtual reality gadg-
ets. Wang reiterated that
stance at the store event
and noted the company
would still prefer to use
Android on its phones.

Meanwhile, Chinese
officials have ordered all
government offices and
public institutions to
replace foreign hardware
and software with
Chinese alternatives
within the next three
years.

The mass replacement
process was detailed in a
government directive
issued to public institu-
tions earlier this spring.

The directive is inter-
nally known as ‘3-5-2’
based on the percentage
targets the Chinese
Communist Party
imposed on government
organisations.

In 2020, the first year
when the directive enters
into effect, government
organisations are
required to replace 30 per
cent of their foreign hard-
ware and software in
their respective invento-
ries. For 2021, the target is
50 per cent, and then 20
per cent in 2022.

The stance remained
secret until the past week
when its existence leaked
to the Financial Times.
The news agency said it
confirmed the new direc-
tive with employees of a
private cyber-security
firm, who were also
aware of the new policy
after interacting with
their respective govern-
ment clients.

The new 3-5-2 policy is
expected to severely
impact companies like
HP, Dell, and Microsoft,
known suppliers for the
Chinese government.

— Agencies

■ ■ Chinese government
organisations are
required to replace
their foreign hardware
and software in their
respective inventories.

Huawei plans to
promote new OS

■ IN CHINA, Big Tech
gave access to finan-

cial services for under-
served communities.

■ FINANCIAL STABILITY BOARD, a global body of
regulators, said that Big Tech’s growing tenta-
cles raised questions for financial stability, com-
petition and data privacy.

■ FSB SAID authorities could consider the poten-
tial to promote the mobility of data between the
actors involved in financial services.

■ MANY BIG TECH
firms have acquired
payments-related
licences in EU.

In the era of Data Economy or Surveillance Capitalism, privacy of users is a
rare thing. While one may debate the pros and cons of each new technology,
Supreme Court has ruled that privacy is a right of each citizen. So, if you are
wary of a big brother like scenario, there is a whole new industry catering to
your safety. Here are our top pick of gadgets that may help you.

Mic-Lock microphone
blocker

Plugging it into
any 3.5mm
microphone/headpho
ne port can trick
your device into
thinking that a
microphone is
connected, blocking
potential audio
recordings.

Faraday fabric
for EMI/RFID
shielding

Create
shielded
pouches for
your devices
with the
Faraday fabric.

StarTech 1:5 USB flash drive
duplicator and eraser

It offers several different wip-
ing proto-
cols, depend-
ing on how
secure a
wipe user
wants. It can
also be used to
duplicate flash drives.

StarTech 4-bay drive eraser

This single unit can wipe up to
four drives simultane-

ously, and it offers
several wiping

methods, depend-
ing on user's needs.

Apricorn Aegis Padlock Fortress FIPS
USB 3.0 hard drive

The keypad offers a
convenient, hard-
ware-based way to
secure your data, and
it has features such
as brute-force protec-
tion

Panasonic call
blocker

This helps in
allowing only
those calls
that user's
want to take.

Anti-Spy
RF 
scanner

This RF
scanner
can be
used to
sweep
homes
or
offices
for spy
cameras
or bugs.

Lindy USB port locks

USB ports can be locked
to prevent data theft or
unauthorized devices
from being plugged into
PCs or laptops.

Webcam covers

It offers a
physical way to
disable the webcam using a plastic
cover across the camera.

PARANOID ABOUT PRIVACY?

PortaPowUSB
data blocker

It is advisable
to use a USB
condom while
using a public
USB charging
point to protect
devices from
malware and
unauthorised
access.

Tableau forensic
bridge kit

Users can get
deep into forensic
analysis of hard
drives and USB
devices with this
professional kit.
With this kit,
users can

Lowell Destruct hard
drive eraser

Plug this into a PC,
boot the PC up off the
USB drive, and it will
safely and securely wipe
the data off
it. It's quick,
easy to use,
and very
reliable.

For Intel, 2019 has
been a bad year.
From bugs such as
Spectre and
Meltdown to the
company’s inability
to meet the market
demand for new
chips. So, if you’re
looking for alterna-
tives, here are a few
AMD-powered mid-
range laptops to
choose from:

ASUS ZenBook 14:

The most recent entrant, the ASUS ZenBook 14 is
an ultrathin device that emphasises on creativity,
style and innovation. The ZenBook 14 heralds a new
era of ultraportable design, with an ultracompact and
ultralight chassis. The device doesn’t sacrifice per-

formance for size. Powered by AMD Ryzen R5-3500U
and integrated Radeon Vega 8 graphics, it is clev-

erly designed to give the best user experience
whether creating complex documents or mining

data, the Zenbook lets the user do more
and do it quicker. The price of the
laptop is `59,990 onwards.

HP Enxy x360 13

If you are looking for a stylish Ryzen laptop that can flip over backward to
work in a tablet mode, then the HP Envy x360 13 is a good choice. Powered by
AMD Ryzen 5 2500U and Radeon Vega 8 with 8GB RAM, this slim and sleek
device aims to find a perfect balance between performance and portability. The
HP Envy x360 13 not only caters to the needs of everyday computing, but is an
all-in-one device for entertainment, casual gaming and is a great option for pro-
fessionals across fields. The laptop is priced at `72,990.

Lenovo IdeaPad C340

Powered by AMD Ryzen 7-
3700U processor and 8GB RAM,
the Lenovo IdeaPad C340 is a
mainstream yet lightweight
device that is catered towards
working professionals and indi-
viduals who are always on the
move. It provides up to 8 hours of
battery life and lets you work,
play, and stay in the loop all day,
from anywhere. Extremely versa-
tile and functional, everyday
computing can be done in laptop
mode, tent mode is best suitable
for sharing things, stand mode
for binge-watching, or tablet
mode for more intuitive interac-
tion, you can have your pick. The
laptop is priced at `44,000.

Acer Nitro 5

A delight for gamers who seek
high performance computing, this
AMD Ryzen 7 3550H quad-core CPU
and Radeon RX 560X GPU powered
Acer Nitro 5 is a complete package
that provides casual esports gamers
the ultimate gaming experience.
With 8GB of memory (RAM) installed
and two memory slots, the device
enables gamers with speed, perform-
ance and multitasking options. It
also complements creative profes-
sionals who use task heavy apps on
a daily basis with its large memory
and storage benefits. The laptop is
priced at `65,999.

BUGS SPELL A BAD YEAR FOR INTEL

However, if you’re a
fan of the boys in blue
who have been backed
into a corner by team
red. We haven’t forgot-
ten you either. Here
are a few Intel Inside
mid-range laptops:

DELL Gaming-G3 3590
Intel Core i5 9th Gen 

`65,890 
Asus ROG Strix G Intel
Core i5 9th Gen
`57,990 
Acer NITRO 5 Intel
Core i5 9th Gen 

`49,990 
Lenovo Ideapad L340
Intel Core i5 9th Gen 

`65,390 
HP Pavilion Gaming
Intel Core i5 9th Gen 

`59,990

PRICE: `34,500
RATING: ★★★★★



TUESDAY | 10 DECEMBER 2019 | NEW DELHI

■ Karvy Fallout: Lenders may cut exposure to brokers

SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, DEC.9

The Centre's ambitious
sovereign gold bond (SGB)
scheme, rolled out in 2015
with great expectations to
cut the demand for physi-
cal gold and shift a part of
the imported gold into
financial savings, is almost
a no-show.

After 33 tranches in four
years, just about 28.6
tonnes of gold has been
bought by investors
through the SGB scheme.
This is not even one per
cent of the gold demand of
these four years.

The Centre had intro-
duced SGB scheme in
November 2015 in order to
provide an alternative
investment avenue for gold
investors. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had
launched the scheme,
along with two other gold
related schemes; the gold
monetisation scheme

aimed at unlocking 20,000
tonnes, or $800 billion
worth of gold lying idle in
households and temples;
and the national gold coin
minted in India with the
Ashok Chakra engraved on
one side and Mahatma
Gandhi on the other side.

There have been 33
tranches of SGB since,
with three to six tranches
issued every year. However,
in 2017-18, 14 tranches were

issued. Across all the
tranches a total of 28.644
tonnes of gold has been
purchased.

When compared with the
annual consumption of
around 750 tonnes, SGBs
account for just 0.9 per cent
of the total consumption in
these four years.

From a returns' stand-
point, sovereign gold bond
is the best instrument to
invest in gold, as it pro-
vides an interest of 2.5 per
cent over and above the
price appreciation of the
metal. The interest portion
of the returns is taxed, but
the capital gains are not
taxable. The bonds have a
tenure of eight years, with
an exit option in the fifth
year.

According to Anil Rego,
CEO, Right Horizons, SGB
is an instrument for the
long-term investor.
However, for an investor
who wants to take advan-
tage of the price apprecia-

tion and exit in between,
SGBs have not been offer-
ing much help.

"There are liquidity
issues and finding a buyer
is difficult if the investor
wants to exit the bond in
between. Government has
also allowed the trading of
the bonds in the exchanges.
But that has not helped
much," said Rego.

He finds that the aware-
ness about the bonds itself
is very limited among gold
buyers. "SGBs were intro-
duced at a time when the
gold price was subdued
and investors were not
quite keen on betting on
the metal,' he said.

However, compared to
gold exchange traded funds
(ETFs), which have a total
asset under management
(AUM) of about 13 tonnes
valued Rs 5,000 crore, SGBs
are placed better. Gold
ETFs had seen the total
assets moving up to Rs
12,000 crore in 2011-12.

Glitches at
BSE, NSE
cause
trouble for
investors 

Costly bluechips force
investors eye midcaps

Banks begin fact check
on pledged securities

MF AUM at a new peak of
`27L cr; equity inflows dip

LIC mops up over
`1,380 cr in a day
MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC 9

The numbers are amaz-
ing, but true. The coun-
try's largest insurer, Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC), has made a
record mop-up, collecting
premium on over eight-
and-a-half lakh policies,
worth more than Rs 1,380
crore in a single day from
all its zones, on November
30.

The hefty collection
came to the insurer for a
reason. Just a day before,
on November 29, the
insurance regulator,
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (Irdai), asked all the
insurers, including LIC, to
close all those products
and riders that were non-
compliant to the new
product guidelines by the
November 30 deadline.

"You may call it magic of
the fear factor, but it
proved to be a red-letter
day for the 1,180 lakh-odd
agents of LIC, when they
were able to sell 8,66,628
policies with premium
amounting over Rs 1,389

crore in a single day on
November 30," a top LIC
official told this newspa-
per.

The western zone accu-
mulated the maximum
premium, worth Rs 407.12
crore from some 2,06,584
policies while central zone
got only Rs 72.89 crore pre-
mium for the sale of 56,929
policies (see table.)

Commenting on the com-
mendable achievement by
the insurer, LIC Managing

Director Vipin Anand,
said, "It has demonstrated
the strength and reach of
our field force as well as
commitment of our
agents and development
officers to ensuring that
the message of life insur-
ance reaches to all seg-
ments of the Indian socie-
ty!"

Earlier, the Irdai had
asked insurers to with-
draw products by
November 30 and to come
up with the revised prod-
ucts from December 1. But
this deadline has now
been extended to January
31, 2020.

Keeping the earlier
order of the regulator, all
the agents of LIC, howev-
er, were on the toes to
meet their targets, and
successfully wooed its cus-
tomers to hurry up and
buy LIC products before
they close, claiming that
the redesigned products
would be costlier for them. 

Finally, this resulted in
the mad rush among the
people for 'cover' and they
came forward in big num-
bers to buy expiring LIC
products.

Coffee Day’s tech
park sale stalls
over Yes Bank nod

Tata Steel extends HR benefits
to LGBTQ+ staff and partners

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 40487.43 +0.10
Nifty 50 11937.50 +0.33
S&P 500 3,147.13 +0.04
Dollar (`) 71.03 -0.22
Pound Sterling (`) 93.57 +.049
Euro (`) 78.69 -0.31
Gold (10gm)* (`) 38,542▼32 -0.08
Brent crude ($/bbl)* $64.34 -0.08
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.659 -0.015
US 10-Yr T-bill yield 1.826 -0.922

* As of 9:30 pm IST

SBI, BoI lower
MCLR-based
lending rates
State Bank of India reduced its
marginal cost of fund based
lending rate (MCLR) by 10 basis
points across all one-year prod-
ucts, effective Tuesday. The
new one-year MCLR has been
cut to 7.90 per cent from 8 per
cent. Bank of India too revised
its one-year MCLR-based lend-
ing rates by up to 20 basis
points for overnight rates and
by 10 bps for all other tenors.

Former US Fed
chief Paul
Volcker dies

Former US Federal Reserve
Chairman Paul Volcker, who
tackled American inflation in the
1970s and '80s and later lent his
name to landmark Wall Street
reforms, died on Sunday, media
reports said.. Volcker, who head-
ed the US central bank from
1975 to 1987, was 92. In his long
career, Volcker advised US lead-
ers from Richard Nixon to
Barack Obama. 

Stock limit on
onion retailers
tightened to 2 t
The Centre further reduced the
stock holding limit for onion to
2 tonnes from 5 tonnes for
retail traders as part of efforts
to check hoarding and boost
supplies. Last week, the min-
istry had reduced the stock
holding limit for retailers to 5
tonnes from 10 tonnes while
that on wholesalers to 25
tonnes from 50 tonnes as onion
prices were ruling high.

Parliament
approves ship
recycling bill
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Overleaf

Parliament approved a legisla-
tion to regulate recycling of
ships with a view to make India
an attractive ship-breaking des-
tination. The Recycling of Ships
Bill, 2019 was passed in the
Rajya Sabha by a voice vote on
Monday. The Lok Sabha had
cleared the bill last week.
Replying to a debate, Shipping
Minister Mansukh L Mandaviya
said the bill would protect the
interest of labourers.

ASHWIN J PUNNEN
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

As a fallout of the Karvy
episode, banks have start-
ed sending out letters to
brokers to verify whether
pledged securities
belonged to them or to
clients.

According to sources,
many banks have started
relooking at the documen-
tation and other risk man-
agement measures
required to ensure that
the loan against pledged
shares is not misused, like
in the case of Karvy.

Some banks are even
considering reducing
exposure to smaller bro-
kers.

Lenders have turned
cautious after Sebi
banned Karvy for misus-
ing client securities.

Markets regulator Sebi
is also considering tight-
ening the rules to prevent
misuse of client funds and
securities by brokerages.

During a study of such
market practices, the Sebi
had found that clients
were compelled to issue
irrevocable power of
attorneys (PoAs), which

gave broker/s the right to
open and close accounts
and trade on client's
accounts without consent.
In most cases, brokers
were not even offering
services unless clients
gave PoAs.

Karvy is accused of mis-
using client securities
worth Rs 2,800 crore to
secure loan facilities from
lenders towards working
capital by abusing POAs.
The brokerage also sold
off client securities and
transferred the proceeds
to its real estate group
company.

Following the Sebi direc-
tive to transfer securities
only to beneficial owners,

the National Securities
Depository Ltd on
December 2 transferred
shares worth Rs 2,013
crore into the accounts of
83,862 Karvy clients,
which is almost 90 per
cent of the affected
clients.

Four lenders had
approached the Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT)
saying the shares were
pledged with them and
therefore they had the
right over these shares.

On December 4, the SAT
ruled that reversing these
transfers was untenable,
leaving the lenders with
no securities to invoke the
pledge.

ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank
and Indusind Bank had
contended that many of
these securities had been
used to borrow money
from them and had plead-
ed with the tribunal to
either get back the securi-
ties back to them or put
them in an escrow
account to protect their
funds.

BSE and NSE had sus-
pended Karvy Stock
Broking Ltd's trading
licence for all segments
due to non-compliance
with exchange and securi-
ties markets rules.

Besides NSE and the
BSE, Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX) and
MSEI have also suspended
the licence of the broker-
age firm.

This action follows the
22 November Sebi order
which had in its prelimi-
nary findings held that
the brokerage firm had
misused client securities
and used it for other pur-
poses. Karvy had sold
clients securities and the
proceeds were trans-
ferred to related party
businesses, such as Karvy
Realty Ltd.

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Assets under manage-
ment (AUM) of the mutual
fund industry has touched
a new peak in November,
crossing the Rs 27-lakh
crore mark for the first
time, aided by good
inflows in select
income/debt -oriented
schemes. This, despite
tepid inflows owing to out-
flows in select equity
schemes.

Data released by the
Association of Mutual
Funds in India (Amfi)
shows the mutual fund
industry AUM grew by 2.7
per cent month-on-month
as of November 30 to Rs
27.04 lakh crore against
AUM of Rs 26.32 crore in
October.

Inflows to income/debt-
oriented schemes of Rs
51,427.58 crore helped
industry AUM cross Rs 27
lakh crore milestone.

Growth/equity-oriented
schemes inflows fell
sharply to Rs 1,311.65
crore against inflows of
Rs 6,026.38 crore in
October while hybrid
schemes saw outflow of Rs
572.16 crore compared to

inflows of Rs 314.40 crore
in the previous month.

Large-cap funds could
attract inflows of Rs
1,196.90 crore while mid-
cap funds received inflows
of Rs 801.53 crore. Contra-
funds saw outflows of Rs
955.55 crore.

Among the hybrid
schemes, the category of
arbitrage funds saw
inflows of Rs 5,353.56
crore and balanced hybrid
funds saw outflows of Rs
4,931.71 crore.

Equity assets, however,
gained with the Sensex

rising by 1.65 per cent dur-
ing the month from
40,129.05 as on October 31
to 40,793.81 on November
30.

"Equity net inflows have
come down sharply in
November, partly due to
investors booking profits,"
N.S. Venkatesh, CEO,
Amfi, said.

"Goal-based, long term
systematic investment
plan (SIP) investments
from retail investors con-
tinue to grow steadily,
with SIP AUM at an all-
time high at Rs 3.12 lakh

crore," Venkatesh said.
Among the debt-oriented

schemes the largest con-
tribution came from
overnight funds with
inflows of Rs 20,649.14
crore. Inflows were also
high in liquid funds (Rs
6,938.14 crore), bond &
PSU funds (Rs 7,230.54
crore) and money market
funds (Rs 5,135.70 crore).

However, credit risk
funds saw outflows of Rs
1,898.61 crore and medium
duration funds witnessed
outflows of Rs 927.85
crore.

Jamshedpur, Dec. 9: Tata
Steel on Monday said it
has introduced a new
human resource policy
that enables its employees
from the LGBTQ+ com-
munity to declare their
partners and avail all HR
benefits permissible
under the law.

With its vision to pro-
vide equal opportunity to
the employees, it has been
an endeavour of the com-
pany to create an enabling
workforce for all diverse
groups, respecting and
embracing the differences
in the individuals, the
steel maker said in a state-
ment.

"Partners mean people of
same-sex living like a mar-
ried couple," it said.

LGBTQ+ refers to les-
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, questioning and
related communities.

Under the expanded
diversity and inclusion
(D&I) policy, Tata Steel
employees and their part-
ners will be able to avail of
a host of benefits, includ-
ing health check-up, med-
ical facilities, adoption
leave, new-born parent and
child care leave, and inclu-
sion in employee assis-
tance programme (EAP).

Employees will also get
financial assistance for
gender reassignment sur-
gery and 30 days special
leave for the same, the
steel maker said.

They will also be eligible
for Tata Executive
Holiday Plan (TEHP), hon-
eymoon package and
domestic travel coverage
for new employees, it said.

"The company's vision is
to be a world-class equal
opportunity employer
where everyone is respect-
ed and every voice is
heard. It is a constant

endeavour of the compa-
ny to create an enabling
workplace for all diverse
groups, respecting and
embracing the differences
in the individuals," the
statement said.

Besides, this policy enti-
tles them to be equally eli-
gible for participating in
any event, including an
official gathering or an
offshore corporate event,
where earlier "only spous-
es of opposite gender were
included", the company
added.

—PTI

BAIJU KALESH & 
ANTO ANTONY
DEC. 9

Beleaguered Coffee Day
Enterprises Ltd's sale of
its technology park to
Blackstone Group Inc has
stalled, as one of its credi-
tors hasn't approved the
deal, people with knowl-
edge of the matter said.

Yes Bank hasn't issued
the so-called no objection
certificate as it's seeking
assurances on repay-
ments of other loans
taken by Coffee Day, said
the people, asking not to
be identified as the infor-
mation isn't public. All
other creditors have
approved the transaction,
the people said.

Shares of Coffee Day fell
8.9 per cent to close at Rs
43.85. The stock dropped
as much as 14.5 per cent
earlier on Monday in its
biggest intra-day decline
since July 31.

Coffee Day, which runs
India's largest coffee
chain, has been trying to

sell its assets to repay its
debt after the unexpected
death of its founder bil-
lionaire V.G. Siddhartha.
On August 14, the compa-
ny announced that it has
entered into a non-binding
letter of intent to sell
Global Village Tech Park
to Blackstone in a deal val-
ued at Rs 2,600 crore ($366
million) to Rs 3,000 crore.

Tanglin Developments
Ltd, a unit of Coffee Day
that controls Global
Village Tech Park in
Bengaluru, owes Yes Bank
about Rs 100 crore, accord-
ing to the people. In addi-
tion, Coffee Day also owes
the lender about Rs 1,400
crore, the people said.

—Bloomberg

◗ Employees and part-
ners can avail of a
host of benefits,
including health
check-up, medical
facilities, adoption
leave, new-born par-
ent and child care
leave
◗ Employees will also
get financial assis-
tance for gender reas-
signment surgery and
30 days special leave

for it
◗ They will also be eli-
gible for Tata
Executive Holiday
Plan, honeymoon
package and domestic
travel coverage 
◗ They can participate
in any event, including
corporate events and
those in which "only
spouses of opposite
gender were included"
earlier

INCLUSIVE POLICY

New Delhi, Dec. 9: The
Central GST collection
fell short of the budged
estimate by nearly 40
per cent during the
April-November period
of 2019-20, according to
the data presented in
Parliament on Monday.

The actual CGST col-
lection during April-
November stood at Rs
3,28,365 crore while the
budgeted estimate is Rs
5,26,000 crore for these
months, Minister of
State for Finance
Anurag Singh Thakur
said in a written reply
in the Lok Sabha.

The minister added
that the data was provi-
sional.

In 2018-19, the actual
CGST collection stood
at Rs 4,57,534 crore as
against the provisional
estimate of Rs 6,03,900
crore for the year, he
said.In 2017-18, the
CGST collection was Rs
2,03,261 crore.

The minister said 999
cases were registered
till October for GST eva-
sion. —PTI

CGST short
of estimate

by 40%

Northern 118149 194.55

N Central 87468      115.96

Central 56929 72.88

Eastern 127761 160.58

S Central 115698 223.82

Southern 50232 89.55

Western 206584 407.12

East Central 103807 125.18

Total 866628 138.97

Source: LIC

ZONE-WISE COLLECTION
OF PREMIUM ON NOV. 30

Name of 
zone

No. of
policies

Premium 

(in ` cr)

Gold bonds gather less than
1% of total spend in four years
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Mumbai, Dec. 9: Investors
are starting to weigh the
merits of rotating into
small- and mid-sized Indian
stocks after a few large
companies drove a record-
breaking rally in the main
equity index.

“Leadership in India’s
rally has been very nar-
row,” Tim Moe, chief Asia
Pacific equity strategist for
Goldman Sachs Group Inc.,
said last week in Mumbai.
“Valuations are at the high
end of the range, both in
historical terms and rela-
tive valuation compared
with the region as a whole.”

The S&P BSE Sensex has
risen about 12 per cent
from a low in September,
with three members —
Reliance Industries Ltd.,
ICICI Bank Ltd. and HDFC
Bank Ltd. — accounting for
61 per cent of all the gains.
The broader market has
lagged behind, leaving the
valuation gap between
smaller firms and the
gauge at close to its widest
in a decade.

“Many of India’s large
caps are overvalued,” said
Sunil Singhania, founder of
Mumbai-based Abakkus
Asset Manager LLP. “Most
of them are unlikely to
grow at the rate expected of
them.” Abakkus has about
75 per cent of its $300 mil-
lion in assets invested in

small and medium-sized
stocks. The firm earlier
this year said some quality
stocks are likely in a “bub-
ble zone.”

Investors have taken shel-
ter in some of the South
Asian nation’s biggest com-
panies amid a credit
crunch and the slowest eco-
nomic growth in six years.
That’s added to an extended
underperformance by
small stocks that goes back
to 2017.

Still, Chandresh Nigam,
who oversees $14 billion of
assets at Axis Asset
Management Co. isn’t con-
vinced that there’s value in
small caps. It is worth pay-
ing more for shares of
high-quality businesses, he
said in an interview in
November.

Quality can be expensive,
with the Sensex trading at
19 times 12-month blended
forward earnings. That’s
close to a level that’s proved

the ceiling for gains in the
past few years.

Yet, the bet has paid off
for Axis, with the money
manager’s largest equity
fund beating 96 per cent of
peers in the last five years.

For market breadth to
widen, economic outlook
needs to improve. Analysts
at Goldman Sachs predict
the growth is set to return.
High valuation has partly
priced in the expected
recovery, with the MSCI
India Index trading at 1.2
standard deviations above
its 10-year mean, they
wrote in a note.

There are signs investors
are warming up to mid-cap
stocks. The Nifty Midcap
100 edged out the bench-
mark index since the start
of October, rising 6.3 per
cent versus a 4.8 per cent
gain for the NSE Nifty 50
Index. The Sensex was lit-
tle changed at 9.37 a.m.
Monday after losing 0.9 per
cent last week, its first
weekly loss in more than a
month.

“Early signs point to a
change in market under-
current,” Navneet Munot,
chief investment officer at
SBI Mutual Fund said in a
note on Tuesday. “‘Value
stocks’ have significantly
outperformed ‘quality’
over the past two months.”

— Bloomberg

Financial

OPENING 

PROJECTION FOR TODAY
BELL

The markets ended
marginally higher
after a volatile ses-

sion with the Sensex and
Nifty closing in green
with gains of 0.1 per cent
at 40,487 and 11,938.

Sectorally it was a
mixed bag with auto lead-
ing the pack with gains of
0.8 per cent, followed by
metals, oil and gas and
energy. 

On the other hand, real-
ty was the biggest loser
followed by media, IT and
FMCG. The market was
range-bound as it turned
cautious ahead of impor-
tant events this week
both domestically and
globally. Further with US
reporting strong jobs
data and China reporting
weak exports, investors
are worried again over
US-China trade deal.

According to analysts,
the market is likely to
remain range-bound in
near term as current
Nifty valuation captures
the sharp earnings recov-
ery expected in FY21 and
leaves limited room for
upside. Going forward,
market would be driven
by CPI, IIP and WPI num-
bers scheduled for
release this week. On the
global front, US Fed and
ECB meeting, along with
Brexit and trade deal
developments would
drive the markets.

The momentum indica-
tors are also suggesting
some corrective action.
Thus traders should look
to remain short at the
current levels for the cor-
rective move. Overall
trend is still bullish, ana-
lysts said.

“Nifty has closed in the
positive territory in the
last trading session; how-
ever, the momentum is
still weak on the daily as
well as weekly charts.
The Index has formed
lower tops and lower bot-
tom; hence till this struc-
ture isn’t violated the
overall chart set-up is
negative. So, the trading
strategy is to remain on
sell side for the target of
11800 with a stop loss
pegged above 12000 on a
closing basis,” Jay Thak-
kar, CMT, head technical
and derivatives research,
AVP Equity Research,
Anand Rathi Shares and
Stock Brokers.

“Market was range
bound as investors are
closely watching the eco-
nomic macros like CPI
inflation and IIP data for
any signs of progress in
the government’s effort
to revive the economy.
FIIs are likely to turn
risk averse in domestic
market as strong US job
data, progress in trade
talks and the expectation
of status quo policy from
US Fed will add impetus
to global market, said
Vinod Nair, the head of
research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Going forward, market
participants would keep
a close watch on CPI, IIP
and WPI numbers sched-
uled to release this week.
On the global front, trade
deal developments
between US-China would
be a key determinant in
deciding the direction for
Indian as well as global
markets.

Market may 
look for
signals from
macro data

Costly bluechips force
investors eye midcaps

■ Investors consider betting on small, mid-sized companies

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, DEC. 9

Since Japan opened its
doors for foreign skilled
workers, engineering grad-
uates in the country are
queuing up to learn the
Japanese language.

In October last year,
Japan had unveiled a plan
to attract around five lakh
foreign workers as the
world’s third-largest econo-
my is battling labour short-
age in different sectors
caused by an ageing popu-
lation and lower birthrate. 

The country also has
shortage of over 1.7
lakh IT engineers.
Qualified aspi-
rants are
required to
have undergone
Japanese lan-
guage training.

“Japan has been
looking at coun-
tries like Vietnam and
Philippines to fill the
labour gap. But in recent
times, there has been some
improvement in the bilat-
eral relations between
Japan and India and now
the East Asian country is
viewing us as a potential
source market for qualified
workers,” said Dr S. Sarav-
anan, Head for Photonics
and Nanotechnology
Research Centre, Sona
College of Technology is
the Convener for Japanese
Language Course.

After the launch of
Japanese learning centre

by Sona Yukti, the skilling
arm of Sona College, Salem
became the first tier-2 city
to offer the course last year.
There are eight centres in
India, mainly in the metro
cities, which are providing
Japanese language train-
ing. 

Earlier, Japanese lan-
guage learners used to pur-
sue it from an academic
stand point. Now, the
majority learners are tak-
ing up the course from a
career perspective.

According to Mr Sarava-
nan, the centre is not able

to meet the demand
for language learn-

ing and the dem-
and is coming
largely from en-
gineering stu-
dents. Several
engineering stu-

dents are taking
up Japanese les-

sons along with
their course.

“They are mostly IT engi-
neering students and some
are from mechanical and
civil branches as well.
Japanese companies requ-
ire graduates skilled in lat-
est technologies like Arti-
ficial Intelligence, Machine
Learning and Robotics as
well as traditional tech-
nologies. Around 800 stu-
dents have been enrolled
for the course and the cen-
tre is witnessing 100 per
cent placement for its stu-
dents either in Japan or in
Japanese companies in
India,” he said.

Engg. students
learn Japanese

Mumbai, Dec. 9: India’s
fight against deadly air pol-
lution may come with an
unintended consequence:
increased emissions of
greenhouse gases.

Government-mandated
pollution control devices
for coal-fired power plants,
which reduce deadly sulfur-
dioxide pollution, could
also boost carbon dioxide
emissions at individual
plants, according to a rep-
ort by the US Environ-men-
tal Protection Agency.

That may impede India’s
ability to meet internation-
al commitments to reduce
carbon-emissions intensity.

“It’ll come down to a
trade-off between local

health impacts versus glob-
al warming,” said Deepak
Krishnan, a Bengaluru-
based associate director
with World Resources
Institute India.

India has committed to
cutting its emissions inten-
sity — the amount of green-
house gases released for
each unit of economic
growth — by about a third
from 2005 levels by 2030,
under the Paris Agree-
ment. A series of scientific
reports that show nations
aren’t doing enough to
avert a devastating
increase in the Earth’s tem-
perature has triggered calls
by younger activists at the
United Nation’s COP25

meeting in Madrid for more
extreme solutions than the
actions to which nations
have already committed.

Union power and environ-
ment ministries, the two
agencies involved in the
implementation of the pol-
lution control devices, were

unable to respond to
requests for comment.

India’s environment min-
istry in December 15
imposed caps on emissions
of toxic gases, including
SO2 and nitrogen oxides
from power plant stacks,
allowing the operators two

years to retrofit facilities.
But the deadlines have
been extended by as much
as five years as the dis-
tressed generators face
financing challenges.

A more practical appro-
ach would be to prioritize
requiring so-called flue-gas
desulfurisation units, or
FGDs, in areas that are crit-
ically polluted with high
levels of sulfur dioxide lev-
els, said R. Srikanth, a pro-
fessor for energy and natu-
ral resources at Bengaluru-
based National Institute of
Advanced Studies.

The most widely used SO2
reducing technology is the
FGD system that uses lime-
stone as a reagent, accord-

ing to Qian Zhu, an analyst
at IEA Clean Coal Centre in
London. Power ministry
officials confirmed that is
the type of pollution
devices likely to be
installed at the country’s
coal plants.

SO2 emissions control is
important because it dam-
ages human health, farm-
land and infrastructure,
according to Zhu. The scale
of any additional CO2
emissions from the pollu-
tion devices “should be
small enough not to cause
any concern,” she said.

The chemical reaction in
limestone-based scrubbers
typically adds 1 per cent to
the total CO2 emissions of

plants that burn low sulfur
coal, according to the US
EPA report. Extra electrici-
ty consumed by the pollu-
tion units can be 1 per cent-
2 per cent of the gross out-
put of the generation unit,
according to the analysis,
which was published in
2010. The values in the
report would still hold true
for today, Enesta Jones, an
official for the agency said
in an email.

The FGD units “will
increase CO2 emissions per
unit of electricity generat-
ed and that will ultimately
lead to a global outcry for
closure of thermal power
plants” in India, said
Srikanth. — Bloomberg

Fighting coal pollution may increase greenhouse effect
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MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, DEC. 9

Yamaha Motor, the Japa-
nese giant motorcycle
maker, on Monday intro-
duced a new BS-VI norm
compliant YZF-R15
Version 3.0 motorcycle
model with price start-
ing from `1.45 lakh at
Delhi showroom to
boost sales in Asia’s
third biggest economy.
The top-end model costs
`1.47 lakh. Yamaha YZF-
R15 Version 3.0 comes as
the third BS-VI compli-
ant model from the
brand after FZ FI and
FZS FI motorcycles
priced between `99,200
and `1.02 lakh, which
were launched last
month.

The upgrade to BS VI
technology has resulted
in a price increase of
around `4,420 over the
BS IV model. 

“With Yamaha contin-
uing to perk up track
performances with the
R series, the new YZF-
R15 Version 3.0 with BS
VI-compliant engine
and new features will be
able to create optimum
excitement in India in
its category,”  Motofumi
Shitara, Yamaha Motor
India chairman, said.

Yamaha rolls
out R15V 3.0
BS-4 bike

FC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Providing a partial
relief to the farmers in
the country, the govern-
ment on Monday hiked
the minimum support
price (MSP) of toria, an
oilseed similar to rape-
seed, by `525 per quintal
to `4,425 for the current
year. Toria and mustard
are the third most
important edible oilseed
crops of the world after
soybean and oil palm.
The MSP of toria was
fixed at `3,900 per quin-
tal for 2018-19 rabi sea-
son. “The MSP has been
fixed for the toria crop
grown in 2019-20 rabi
season, which is under-
way, and to be harvested
in 2020-21,” the agricul-
ture ministry said.

“The government has
taken this decision due
to severe loss incurred
by the farmers following
heavy rains and floods
in their kharif crops.
Toria being a rabi crop,
we have seen its sowing
as slow as any other sea-
son. As this crucial rabi
oilseed is sown during
September-October and
harvested from Febru-
ary, the farmers will get
better price then.”

Centre hikes
MSP for toria
oilseeds

FC BUREAU
CHENNAI, DEC. 9

Serious Fraud Investig-
ation Office (SFIO) has
been assigned investiga-
tions in 12 cases involv-
ing fraud and misappro-
priation by companies
in the past three years.

Out of 12 investiga-
tions, prosecutions have
been filed against 3 com-
panies by SFIO. A total
of 55 research reports
were prepared by
Market Research and
Analysis Unit (MRAU)
and submitted to the
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA).

In 41 cases, investiga-
tions have been ordered
by the Ministry to be
conducted by Regional
Directors (RDs) and
Registrar of Companies
(ROCs).  Ministry has
ordered inspections in
231 cases to be conduct-
ed by regional directors
or ROCs and inquiry has
been ordered against 31
companies to be con-
ducted by ROCs.  Prose-
cutions have been filed
against 27 companies by
ROCs for violations of
various provisions of
the Companies Act, 2013
and the cases are in dif-
ferent stages before var-
ious courts.

SFIO probes
12 cases in
last 3 years

Salary delays
cause default
in loan EMIs
Mumbai, Dec. 9: Salary
delays are the biggest rea-
son for loan defaults by
individual borrowers, fol-
lowed by business down-
turns, says a survey.

The survey comes
months after official data
showed that unemploy-
ment is at a four-decade
high, the pace of economic
growth slipping to a six-
year low, and banks
increasingly rely on retail
loans to expand books as
corporate credit demand is
a far cry. “The current
slowdown is affecting debt
recovery across the coun-
try,” Paytm-backed finan-
cial technology firm
Creditmate said in a report
on Monday.

The report, based on the
analysis of 2 lakh loans
from 40 lenders RPT lende-
rs, mostly NBFCs, across
30 states over the past six
months, has found that
salary delays are the major
culprit for the delayed
repayments in as much as
36 per cent of the cases, fol-
lowed by business down-
turns at 29 per cent. — PTI

— Ashwin J Punnen 

Walmarts Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of international division
Judith McKenna lights an oil lamp during an event in New Delhi on
Monday. — AFP

Japanese
companies

require graduates
skilled in latest

technologies like
AI, Machine

Learning, 
etc

Mumbai, Dec. 9: Yes Bank
Ltd. is likely to reject an
offer that made up more
than half of its planned $2
billion capital raising, and
is talking to institutional
investors about making up
the shortfall, according to a
person familiar with the
matter.

At a meeting on Tuesday,
the board is expected to
reject an offer from
Canada’s Erwin Singh
Braich and Hong Kong-
based SPGP Holdings to
contribute $1.2 billion
toward the fund raising,
according to the person,
who asked not to be identi-
fied because the discus-

sions are private. After ini-
tially dropping on the
news, Yes Bank shares
reversed the losses to trade
1.9 per cent higher. They
are down 17 per cent since
it announced the names of
the investors for its pro-
posed preferential issue at
the end of last month.

Doubts over key foreign
bidders have triggered con-
cerns that the RBI might
not allow them to take own-
ership stakes in the lender.
Braich has battled mem-
bers of his family and cred-
itors in numerous lawsuits,
according to Canadian
court records. 

— Bloomberg

Yes Bank may reject
Erwin’s $1.2b bid

ASHWIN J. PUNNEN
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Glitches at BSE and NSE
are causing trouble for
investors in Offer For Sale
(OFS) trading at the closing
time of a trade.

“Exchanges were not able
to broadcast the actual
price of OFS at the closing
time as it happened in the
case of HDFC Asset Manag-
ement Company OFS.
Brokers were not able to get
the actual price of the OFS
after 3.20 pm and exchan-
ges updated prices and vol-
ume after 30 minutes,” the
source said.

According to sources,
exchanges system is not
able to handle such a large
number of transactions at
the closing time.

Main problem is due to
frequent modification in
the OFS bidding price and
the deletion of trades in the
last five minutes to avail
OFS arbitrage between the
cash price and the OFS’
weighted average price. It
is observed that many
times that the system of an
exchange is not able to

broadcast the correct and
actual price of OFS in the
closing time. It makes
many retail investors suf-
fer.

Lot of brokers who trade
in their own account also
participate in OFS by using
their clients’ account to
avail benefits of discount
in the retail category.

In fact, many prop bro-
kers offer `500 per PAN of
an individual retail client.
By using a retail PAN num-
ber, prop brokers make

offline order entries in the
last five minutes of the
closing time of the OFS day
by uploading into the
BSE/NSE order-taking
OFS window, sources said.

Under Sebi rule, it is
mandatory for companies
to offer a minimum 10 per-
cent reservation for retail
investors. Unlike IPOs, no
documents are required to
bid in an OFS. All you need
to provide is the quantity
and price you are ready to
pay for the OFS issue.

Glitches at BSE, NSE cause
trouble for investors in OFS

LAST HOUR RUSH
Exchanges were not able to broadcast the
actual price of Offer For Sale at the closing
time as in HDFC AMC’s OFS. 
Systems at the exchanges were not able to
handle a large number of transactions at
the closing time.
The main problem is frequent modification
in the OFS bidding price and the deletion of
trades in the last five minutes to avail OFS
arbitrage between the cash price and the
OFS’ weighted average price.
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Resistance
Rohingya Muslims demanded Myanmar be held to account at
the UN top court in The Hague, where Suu Kyi will defend
against charges of genocide of the minority community

Billionaires can
spend. That means
they can buy bigger
share of democracy

— Elizabeth Warren
Democratic Prez candidate

IN BRIEF

CHINA WILL
RUN XINJIANG

CAMPS
Beijing, Dec. 9: People who
were at vocational training
centers in China’s far west
Xinjiang have all ‘graduated’
and are living happy lives, an
official said. But Uighurs and
other predominantly Muslim
ethnic minorities from the
region say their family mem-
bers continue to be arbitrarily
detained in camps and pris-
ons. Shohrat Zakir, Xinjiang’s
Uighur governor, made the
remarks as part of a strident
propaganda campaign launch-
ed following US Congress’ app-
roval last week of the Uighur
Human Rights Policy Act.

“When the lives of people of
all ethnic groups in Xinjiang
were seriously threatened by
terrorism, the US turned a
deaf ear,” Zakir said, adding,
“On the contrary, now that
Xinjiang society is steadily
developing and people of all
ethnicities are living and
working in peace, the US feels
uneasy, and attacks and
smears Xinjiang.”

World’s youngest
PM in Finland

Turkey deports 11
terror suspects

Turkey: Turkey sent 11 French
foreign terrorist fighters

back to France on Monday,
the country’s interior min-

istry said. “Eleven French cit-
izens have been deported to
their home country,” it said.

Ankara has lambasted
Western countries for refus-

ing to take back their citi-
zens who left to join the

Islamic State group in Syria
and Iraq. It says it has some
1,200 foreign IS members in

custody. The ministry said
last week that 59 ‘foreign

terrorists’ have been deport-
ed to their home countries

since Nov. 11, when a new
deportation push was start-

ed. Of them, 26 were sent
back to the US and Europe.
“Turkey is no one’s open air

prison or hotel,” said
spokesman Ismail Catakli,
adding authorities would

deport all of the suspects.

Helsinki: Finland’s Social
Democrats elected a 34-

year-old former transport
minister to the post of prime

minister, making her the
youngest head of govern-

ment in history. Sanna Marin
narrowly won vote to replace
outgoing leader Antti Rinne,

who resigned after losing
the confidence of the coali-

tion partner Centre Party
over his handling of a postal

strike. “We have a lot of
work to do to rebuild trust,”
Marin said, while deflecting

questions about her age. 
At 34, Marin also becomes

one of the world’s youngest
state leaders, ahead of

Ukraine’s PM Oleksiy
Honcharuk, who is 35.

Malta PM under
pressure to quit
Valletta: Activists barged

into the building that houses
the office of Malta’s prime

minister early on Monday to
demand Joseph Muscat’s

immediate resignation amid
an investigation into the
2017 killing of journalist

Daphne Caruana Galizia.
Muscat is not directly impli-

cated in the investigation
but has said he will resign in

mid-January after an elec-
tion for a new leader of his

ruling Labour Party.
Testimony by the self-con-

fessed middleman in the
murder plan has linked peo-

ple in the prime minister’s
inner circle to attempts at a

cover-up. About 40 activists
surprised policemen and sol-

diers as they forced their
way into the 16th century

building in the capital
Valletta from a side

entrance, armed with drums,
whistles, flags and loud hail-
ers. They then sat down and

blocked the entrance, chanti-
ng for Muscat to quit. He

was not in the building at
the time.

Wellington, Dec. 9: New
Zealand police have said
no more survivors were
expected to be rescued
from an island volcano
that erupted suddenly on
Monday, suggesting as
many as two dozen people
could have died.

Police said some 50 peo-
ple were visiting White
Island when it exploded in
the early afternoon —
hurling ash and rock high
into the air.

Some 23 people made it
off the island, five of
whom have since died, the
rest were being treated for
injuries, including severe
burns.

It was earlier estimated

the number still on the
island was in double dig-
its.

Police said that despite
several aerial reconnais-
sance flights to try and
find those trapped “no
signs of life have been
seen at any point.” Based
on the information we
have, we do not believe
there are any survivors on
the island. Police is work-
ing urgently to confirm
the exact number of those
who have died.”As night
fell, deputy commissioner
John Tims said volcanic
activity made rescue
attempts by land too dan-
gerous.

“I've got to consider the

safety of our people and
emergency services staff,”
he said.

The New Zealand mili-
tary is expected to make a
pass of the island at first
light in the hope that peo-
ple may have survived
against the odds.

The eruption occurred
just after 2pm (0100 GMT),
thrusting a thick plume of

white ash 12,000 feet into
the sky.

Seconds before, live cam-
era feeds showed a group
of more than a half dozen
people walking on the
crater floor. Then the
images went black.

A “considerable num-
ber” of those caught up in
the disaster are believed to
be Australian, according

to officials in Canberra. As
many as 30 of those
involved are also believed
to be cruise passengers on
a day trip from the vessel
Ovation of the Seas, Kevin
O’Sullivan, chief execu-
tive officer of industry
body the New Zealand
Cruise Association said.

The ship’s operator
Royal Caribbean — who
had billed the trip to White
Island as “an unforget-
table guided tour of New
Zealand’s most active vol-
cano’ — said “a number of
our guests were touring
the island” but did not con-
firm that number.

The ship has a capacity
of around 4,000 people and

set sail from Sydney last
week on a 12 day voyage.

Tourist Michael Schade,
made it off the island just
in time and was able to
capture footage of the dev-
astation.

His videos showed
groups of startled tourists
clustered by the shoreline,
waiting to be evacuated as
the ground around them
smouldered, the sky filled
with white debris. An ash-
caked helicopter lay dam-
aged nearby.

Volcanic Air said they
had landed a helicopter on
the island shortly before
the eruption carrying four
visitors and one pilot. All
were now accounted for.

“It had landed on the
island. What happened
after that we don’t know,
but we know that all five
made it back to Whak-
atane on one of the tourist
boats,” a company spokes-
man said.

Guillaume Calmelet, the
co-director of Skydive
Tauranga, saw the erup-
tion from above as he took
a customer on a tandem
skydive from a plane
12,000 feet above the Bay of
Plenty.

Meanwhile, PM Jacinda
Ardern said about 100
tourists were “on or
around” White Island vol-
cano when it erupted on
Monday.  — AFP

24 feared dead in NZ volcano
100 tourists were on White Island, a scenic hotspot, when volcano erupted, says New Zealand PM

Climate scientists struggling to cut their carbon footprintsROLE | MODELS

Experts must practice before preaching
Madrid, Dec. 9: For years,
Kim Cobb was the
Indiana Jones of climate
science. The Georgia
Tech professor flew to the
caves of Borneo to study
ancient and current cli-
mate conditions. She jet-
ted to a remote South
Pacific island to see the
effects of warming on
coral.

Add to that flights to
Paris, Rome, Vancouver
and elsewhere. All told, in
the last three years, she’s
flown 29 times to study,
meet or talk about global
warming.

Then Cobb thought
about how much her per-
sonal actions were con-
tributing to the climate
crisis, so she created a
spreadsheet. She found

that those flights added
more than 73,000 pounds
of heat-trapping carbon
to the air.

Now she is about to
ground herself, and she is
not alone. Some climate
scientists and activists
are limiting their flying,
their consumption of
meat and their overall
carbon footprints to avoid
adding to the global
warming they study.
Cobb will fly just once
next year, to attend a mas-
sive international science
meeting in Chile.

“People want to be part
of the solution,” she said.
“Especially when they
spent their whole lives
with their noses stuck up
against” data showing
the problem.

The issue divides cli-
mate scientists and
activists and plays out on
social media. Texas
Tech’s Katharine Hayhoe,
an atmospheric scientist
who flies once a month,
often to talk to climate
doubters in the evangeli-
cal Christian movement,
was blasted on Twitter

because she keeps flying.
Hayhoe and other still-

flying scientists note that
aviation is only 3% of
global carbon emissions.
Jonathan Foley, executive
director of the climate
solutions think-tank Proj-
ect Drawdown, limits his
airline trips but will not
stop flying because, he
says, he must meet with
donors to keep his organ-
ization alive. He calls
flight shaming “the cli-
mate movement eating its
own.”

Over the next couple of
weeks, climate scientists
and environmental advo-
cates will fly across the
globe. Some will be jet-
ting to Madrid for United
Nations climate negotia-
tions. Others, including

Cobb, will fly to San
Francisco for a major
earth sciences confer-
ence, her last for a while.

“I feel real torn about
that,” said Indiana Unive-
rsity’s Shahzeen Attari,
who studies human
behavior and climate
change. She calls Cobb an
important climate com-
municator. “I don’t want
to clip her wings.”

But Cobb and Hayhoe
are judged by their audi-
ences on how much ener-
gy they use themselves,
she said.

Attari’s research shows
that audiences are turned
off by scientists who use
lots of energy at home.
Listeners are more likely
to respond to experts who
use less electricity. — AP

SHAFQAT ALI  
ISLAMABAD, DEC. 9

Pakistan’s Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Monday
declared Pakistan Mus-
lim League (Nawaz)
vice-president Maryam
Nawaz’s petition seeking
removal of her name
from Exit Control List
(ECL) as inadmissible
and directed her to
approach the interior
ministry.

A two-member bench
headed by Justice Ali
Baqir Najafi conducted
hearing on the plea filed
by PML-N leader. During
the hearing, Maryam’s
counsel said that the
name of his client was
placed on no-fly list
without hearing her
stance. “We don’t have
any other forum better
than the court that’s
why we have raised this
matter here,” he said.

Hong Kong, Dec. 9: Hong
Kong protesters set fire
outside court buildings,
threw petrol bombs and
spray-painted graffiti on
government buildings,
marring what was other-
wise a “generally peace-
ful” march at the week-
end, police said.

The comments came as
protesters called for
strikes across the city on
Monday. Most railway
and transport links ran
smoo-thly during the
morning rush hour and
there were no initial
reports of widespread
disruptions.

Vast crowds of black-
clad demonstrators
thron-ged the streets of
the Asian financial hub
on Sunday, in the largest
anti-government rally
since local elections last

month and a resounding
show of continued sup-
port for the pro-democra-
cy movement.

While the march
appeared to be largely
peaceful — in marked
contrast to other mass

demonstrations over the
last six months, where
protesters fought pitched
battles with police —
authorities said there
was some damage after it
ended.

“Although the event

was generally peaceful,
acts of breaching public
peace happened after-
wards,” police said in a
statement on Monday.

“Some rioters spray-
painted the exterior
walls of the High Court,
threw petrol bombs and
set fire outside the High
Court and the Court of
Final Appeal, damaging
government properties
and seriously challeng-
ing the spirit of the rule
of law,” police said,
adding that shops and
banks were vandalised in
the Causeway Bay and
Wan Chai areas of Hong
Kong island.

Reuters at the march on
Sunday saw graffiti and
protesters setting up bar-
ricades, but were not in
the vicinity of the other
incidents. — Reuters

MARYAM ASKED
TO CONTACT
INTERIOR MIN

Peaceful Hong Kong march
marred by fire outside court

It is very much an
evolving situation

and of course all our
thoughts are with those
affected

— JACINDA ARDERN,
New Zealand PM

Police guard in front of a bus stop in Hong Kong on
Monday. — AP

Tauranga

Gisborne

Christchurch

Dunedin

Chatham
Island

VOLCANIC
ERUPTIONS

IN NZ

This is not the
first time that 
a volcano has
erupted on the
White Island

1914: The
White Island
volcano’s
last fatal
eruption
kills 10 sul-
phur miners.

Aug. 1938:
The White
Island vol-
cano erupts
in the Bay of
Plenty off
North Island.

1953: An eruption at Mount
Ruapehu on North Island
wrecks a railway bridge just
before the arrival of a
Wellington-Auckland express
train, plunging it into a river
and killing more than 150.

Feb. 20, 1992: The White
Island volcano, then termed
New Zealand’s most active,
spews a huge column of grey
ash as scientists prepare to
venture into its crater on a
routine study.

Sept.-Oct. 1995: Mount Ruapehu erupts in several
bursts, sending clouds of ash 10,000 metres (32,808
ft) into the air. Three volcanic peaks in the central
part of the North Island, Mount Ruapehu, Mt
Ngauruhoe and Mt Tongariro, form the southern tip
of the Pacific Rim of Fire, an arc of active volcanoes
around the Pacific Ocean.

June-July
1996:
Mount
Ruapehu
erupts,
belching
glowing
car-sized
boulders
and dis-
rupting
air 
traffic.

Aug. 2012: Mt.
Tongariro, dormant
for more than a
century, spews
boulders and
spreads an ash
cloud as it explodes
with bright flash-
es and thunder-
ous booms.

Mar. 2006: Volcanic
eruption on remote
Raoul Island, part of
a nature reserve in
the Kermadec
group, causes plume
of steam and ash,
besides spewing
mud from a lake.
The island is 1,000
km (600 miles)
northeast of New
Zealand.

Mar. 18,
2007: The
volcanic
crater lake
at Mt.
Ruapehu
bursts its
banks,
sending a
mudflow
toward the
rural com-
munity of
Tangiwai.

Auckland

Wellington

New
Zealand

Nelson

■ ■ Some climate scientists and activists are lim-
iting their flying, their consumption of meat and
their overall carbon footprints to avoid adding
to the global warming they study

Washington, Dec. 9: It’s
whispered in Nato meeting
rooms and celebrated in
China’s halls of power. It’s
lamented in the capital
cities of key US allies and
welcomed in the Kremlin.

Three years into Donald
Trump’s presidency, Ame-
rica’s global influence is
waning. In interviews, diplo-
mats, foreign officials and
scholars from numerous
countries describe a chang-
ing world order in which the
US has less of a central role.
And in many ways, that’s
just fine with the White
House. Trump campaigned
on an ‘America First’ foreign
policy and says a strong US
will mean a stronger world.
“The future doesn’t belong
to globalists,” Trump told

the UN General Assembly in
September. “The future
belongs to patriots.”

Trump insists he’s aban-
doning globalism for bilat-
eral ties more beneficial to
the US. But there’s little
sign of that.

Instead, once-close allies
— France, Egypt, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Mexico,
Turkey, Germany and more
— have quietly edged away
from Washington over the
past three years. Sometimes
it’s not so quiet. In a
Buckingham Palace rece-
ption room during the Nato
summit, a TV camera
caught a cluster of
European leaders grinning
as Canadian PM Justin
Trudeau appeared to mock
Trump. — AP

US hold wanes
under Trump
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Mumbai: Former Indian crick-
et team captain Mahendra 

Singh Dhoni will co-produce
an anthology series chroni-

cling stories of decorated
army officers. Dhoni holds

the honorary rank of
Lieutenant Colonel in the

Territorial Army unit of the
Parachute Regiment. The

show, currently being script-
ed, will be made by

Studionext in collaboration
with Dhoni. “The show will

bring forward the unique
anthology of episodic stories 

of the brave Param Vir
Chakra and Ashok Chakra

awardees,” a production 
source said. — PTI

Los Angeles: Actor Rene
Auberjonois has passed away 

at the age of 79, his son
Remy Auberjonois con-

firmed. Remy Auberjonois
said that the Tony-winning
actor died on Sunday. The

cause of death was metastat-
ic lung cancer, he added. In a
statement, Remy Auberjonois

called his father a “proud
progressive and consummate
professional and craftsman.”

He also praised the work 
his father did for Doctors

Without Borders. “He was a
dedicated father and grand-

father...,” he added. — PTI 

Star Trek actor 
Auberjonois dies

Some people say I
look better now than

I did then. I am not
bragging...

— Jennifer Lopez,

American actress

Dhoni to back show
on Army officers

Riyadh: Restaurants and
cafes in Saudi Arabia are
no longer required to have
g e n d e r - s e g r e g a t e d
entrances, officials said,
in a further easing of
social restrictions in the
ultra-conservative Islamic
kingdom.

Eateries have long
required one entrance for
single men and another
for women and families,
in a country where the
once-powerful religious
police zealously enforced
sex segregation in public
places for decades.

The ministry of munici-
palities and rural affairs
said on Twitter Sunday it
was eliminating several
requirements for restau-
rants, including the need
for “an entrance for bach-
elors and a separate
entrance for families”.

It was unclear whether a
restriction on seating
inside restaurants will
also be removed.

Restaurants are current-
ly segregated into a “fami-
ly” section for those
accompanied by women
and a “singles” area for
men, though many have
quietly taken down the
barriers in recent years

amid the kingdom’s
sweeping liberalisation
drive. The latest reform
was hailed by young
Saudis but dismissed by
arch-conservatives on
social media, with one
Twitter user saying it
went “against sharia”, or
Islamic law.

Saudi Arabia’s de facto
ruler, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
has sought to project a
moderate, business-
friendly image of his aus-
tere kingdom as he seeks
to boost investment.

Prince Mohammed has
clipped the powers of
hardline clerics as he pur-
sues a modernisation
drive that has allowed
mixed-gender music con-
certs and ended decades-

long bans on cinemas and
women drivers.

Until three years ago,
the religious police elicit-
ed widespread fear in the
kingdom, chasing men
and women out of malls to
pray and berating anyone
seen mingling with the
opposite sex.

The hardline enforcers
of public morality, whose
powers began waning
even before Prince
Mohammed rose to power,
are now largely out of
sight. But the reforms
have been accompanied
by a crackdown on
activists, including
women urging faster
reform, some of whom
have accused interroga-
tors of sexual harassment
and torture. — AFP

Gender segregation at
Saudi restaurants ends

Los Angeles: Veep star
Julia Louis-Dreyfus has
opened up about her time
at Saturday Night Live,
which she says was very
sexist, brutal but informa-
tive.

Louis-Dreyfus says
being miserable on the
comedy show taught her
to value the “fun-meter”
of her subsequent jobs
and that helped her a lot
in navigating her showbiz
career, reported
Entertainment Weekly.

“I was unbelievably
naive and I didn’t really
understand how the
dynamics of the place
worked. It was very sexist,
very sexist. People were
doing crazy drugs at the

time. I was oblivious. I
just thought, ‘Oh wow.
He’s got a lot of energy’,”
she told Stephen Colbert
during a Q&A at the
Montclair Film Festival
held in Montclair, New
Jersey. Louis-Dreyfus
joined the variety show in
1982, becoming SNL’s
youngest female cast
member at that time. She
went on to share the stage
with the likes of Eddie
Murphy, Martin Short,
and Billy Crystal. — PTI

‘SNL had very sexist ambience’
M u m b a i :
S u p e r s t a r
Shah Rukh
Khan believes
the #MeToo
m o v e m e n t
may have
started in the
West but it has given
voice to the women across
the globe, including
India, to share their sto-
ries of abuse and harass-
ment. 

The 54-year-old actor

says movement has shone
a light on the mistreat-
ment of women in work
space. 

“It started from there...
in the West and it gave
voice to women to come
out and talk about some-
thing that may have hap-
pened some years
back...,” Shah Rukh said
in an interview with BBC
journalist and Talking
Movies host Tom Brook. 

— PTI

No clarity on seating restrictions inside eateries 

SRKJulia Louis-Dreyfus

MISS SOUTH AFRICA CROWNED MISS UNIVERSE

South Africa’s Zozibini Tunzi
has been crowned Miss
Universe for the year 2019,
beating more than 90 con-
testants, including Miss
India, from around the
globe. The 26-year-old Tunzi
was declared the winner at
a televised event, hosted by
American comic-turned-TV

personality Steve Harvey,
held at Tyler Perry Studios
Atlanta on Sunday.
Indian contestant Vartika
Singh crashed out of the
world’s biggest 
beauty pageant after secur-
ing a place in the top 20.
Hailing the power of
dreams, Tunzi took to

Twitter to express gratitude 
over her victory. “Tonight a
door was opened and I could
not be more grateful to have
been the one to have walked
through it,” she said. Miss
Puerto Rico Anderson was
named 1st runner-up and
Mexico’s Alvidrez as the IInd
runner-up. — PTI

Never been drunk
Australian actor Rebel Wilson opened up
about her drinking habits and said that she’s
never actually been drunk in her life 

� The latest
reform was hailed
by young Saudis
but dismissed by
arch-conserva-
tives on social
media, with one
Twitter user say-
ing it goes ‘against
sharia’, or Islamic
law

A board separates women,
families from men at Riyadh’s
McDonalds 

#MeToo has given voice to
women across the globe: SRK

Seattle: Washington state
authorities say 4-year-old
twins freed themselves
from their car seats and
climbed an embankment
seeking help following a
car crash that killed their
father.

KING-TV reported 47-
year-old Corey Simmons
of Langley died when the
vehicle with his daugh-
ters in the backseat
crashed on Whidbey
Island around 6 pm

Friday. Family members
say the girls climbed
about 200 feet (61 meters)
up to the road after the
accident 34 miles (55 kilo-
meters) north of Seattle.

Authorities say
Simmons was not wear-
ing a seatbelt when the
car crashed into trees and
went down the embank-
ment. The police say the
girls were transported to
a hospital with minor
injuries. — AP

4-year-old twins free selves &
climb to safety after car crash



New Delhi: In a major securi-
ty breach, a 39-year-old

man tried to enter the
Parliament complex in New
Delhi by masquerading as a
Member of Parliament (MP),

police said. The incident
took place on Monday when

the parliamentary session
was going on. “The man,

identified as Varun Mathur, a
resident of Janakpuri area,

was detained by security
personnel at the reception
before he could enter the

building. He was then hand-
ed over to the Delhi Police,”
a senior police officer said.
The police is investigating

the matter and verifying the
reason why he was trying to

enter the complex, they
added. 

Lakers ride on
Anthony heroics
for fine win

SPORT | Basketball

14 15
GUIDE TO FORTUNE 

SHORT TAKES

■ The Han    
■Steve Jobs 
■An intranet 

THE ANSWER TO TODAY’S GUIDE TO FORTUNE

1 During which dynasty
did Confucianism become

the orthodox philosophical
system of the Chinese
empire?

■ The Qing
■ The Shang
■ The Han

2 Who founded Apple
Computer?

■ Steve Jobs
■ Bill Gates
■ Stephen Hawking

3 A network designed to
allow communication

within an organization is
called:

■ The Internet
■ The World Wide Web
■ An intranet
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DELHI SPECIAL Yami beats 
men at 
comedy
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Man held for trying
to enter Parliament

Fire breaks out in
Burari, 2 rescued

Noida: A gang that smuggled
liquor in ambulances and

milk vans was busted and six
people arrested in Greater

Noida, police said on
Monday. The gang was held

on Sunday night in Badalpur
area and more than 350 car-

tons of  liquor were seized
from their possession, a sen-

ior officer said. Varieties of
liquor seized from them were

meant for sale in Arunachal
Pradesh and  Haryana but

were illegally being sold in
UP, SP, Greater Noida,

Ranvijay Singh said. “The
liquor they sold was adulter-

ated. The gang would take
out some liquor from each

bottle and refill it with water.
They would then add urea or
fertilizer in it in order to give
an intense taste,” he said. 15

kg of urea has also been
recovered. Packaging materi-

al in including bottle caps
and wrappers were also

recovered that were used by
the gang for re-packaging

the bottles, the official said.

6 arrested for 
smuggling liquor

Tick the answer and check
them below. 

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

A day after a massive fire
at an illegal manufactur-
ing unit took the lives of
43 innocent labourers in
Delhi’s Anaj Mandi area,
the Delhi police crime
branch unit, on Monday,
collected evidence using
3D laser scan technology
in order to reconstruct the
sequence of incident of
fire at the building.

A team from the
Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) also vis-
ited the site and collected
samples from the four-
storey building that
housed a number of ille-
gal manufacturing units
and had stored flammable
raw material such as card-
board boxes, plastic
sheets, and Rexine.

This is the second time
that the Delhi police is
using the 3D laser scan
technology for investiga-
tion. The police had used
the same technology to
probe the massive fire in
February in Karol Bagh’s
Hotel Arpit Palace that
killed 17 people.

Meanwhile, on Monday, a
Delhi court sent the prop-
erty owner, Rehan, and
manager of the building,
Furqan, to 14 days’ police
custody. 

Metropolitan magistrate
Manoj Kumar sent Rehan
and Furqan to custody
after the police had sought
14-day custodial interroga-
tion for them.

On Sunday, the police
had arrested Rehan and
Furqan after registering a
case under Sections 304
(culpable homicide not

amounting to murder) and
285 (negligent conduct
with respect to fire) of the
IPC at the Sadar Bazar
police station. The case
was later transferred to
the crime branch.

The Delhi government,
on Sunday, had also
ordered a magisterial
probe into the tragedy—
the worst fire accident in
the national capital since
the 1997 Uphaar Cinema
blaze that claimed 59
lives—and sought a report

within seven days.
It took over 150 fire fight-

ers nearly five hours to
douse the blaze.

As many as 63 people
were pulled out of the
building. While 43, includ-
ing one minor, died, 16
were injured. Two fire
department personnel
were hurt while carrying
out rescue work, officials
said. All the deceased
were migrant labourers
hailing from Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh.

The police and fire
department officials said
that many of the fatalities
took place owing to suffo-
cation as the people were
sleeping when the fire
started at around 5.00 am
on Sunday on the second
floor of the building that
did not have fire safety
clearance.

Walsh out to
make a name
for himself

SPORT | Cricket

New Delhi: Three persons,
who were trapped in a fire at

a house in Burari, were res-
cued on Monday by the

Delhi Police. On the early
hours of Monday, the MPV

staff comprising of ASI
Jitender and ASI Bharat

Singh received a call regard-
ing a fire at a house in

Kaushik Enclave, Burari. The
staff reached the spot where

they noticed heavy smoke
coming out from the first

floor of the building. Further,
it was found that the fire
was coming out from the
LED TV in the hall of the
building. The staff extin-

guished the fire with dust
and water and rescued the

three people before the fire
tenders arrived at the spot,

deputy commissioner of
police (PCR) Sharat Kumar

Sinha said.

SC partially lifts ban on
construction activities
New Delhi, Dec. 9: The
Supreme Court on
Monday allowed construc-
tion activity in the Delhi-
NCR region between 6 am
and 6 pm, partially lifting
its complete ban on it.

The apex court perused
the report filed by the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), which said
that construction activi-
ties should not be allowed
between 6 pm to 6 am.

A bench, comprising jus-
tices Arun Mishra and
Deepak Gupta, was
informed by additional
solicitor General A.N.S.
Nadkarni that the Centre
has constituted a high-
level committee following
the apex court’s direction
to examine the feasibility
of using technology like
smog towers to combat air
pollution. The bench also
directed the governments
of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
and Haryana to furnish
before it the updated
report on stubble burning
up to December 11.

The top court said it
would hear the pollution-
related matters on

December 16.
The court had on

November 25 directed the
Centre to constitute a
high-level committee with-
in three days to consider
and work out modalities
regarding other technolo-
gies to help combat pollu-
tion, and said that a report
be filed before it within
three weeks on this issue.

It had asked the Delhi
government to apprise it
of the steps taken with
regard to anti-smog gun
which sprays atomized
water 50 metres in the air
to bring down pollutants
and had said CPCB should
be associated on the issue

of anti-smog guns.
The court had asked all

the states to explain with-
in six weeks as to why
they should not be made
liable to pay compensa-
tion to persons affected by
bad air quality saying it is
their bounden duty to pro-
vide basic civic amenities,
clean air and drinking
water to citizens.

It had also issued notices
to all states seeking vari-
ous details, including air
quality index (AQI), man-
aging air quality and dis-
posing of garbage.

The court had asked the
Centre and the Delhi gov-
ernment to sit together
and take a decision within
10 days with regard to the
installation of smog tow-
ers in Delhi-NCR, which
would help in combating
air pollution.

It had said that “right to
life of human is being
endangered” by the bad
air quality and water pol-
lution and the states have
to deal with the situation
as “life span is being
shortened” due to this. 

— PTI

Satender
replaces Jai
Prakash as
city BJP V-P
SHASHI BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

In a significant political
development, the Delhi
BJP president, on
Monday, appointed
Satender Singh as vice
president of the state
unit in place of Jai
Prakash, who is consid-
ered to be close to Rajya
Sabha MP Vijay Goel.

Sidelining Mr
Prakash is being inter-
preted in the political
circles as an attempt by
Manoj Tiwari sending a
clear message to his
rivals that those who do
not toe his line could be
axed from the state
organisation.

Soon after Mr Tiwari
tweeted about the new
appointments he had
effected in the organisa-
tional set up, some party
workers were of the
view that the step had
been taken to send a
clear message to the
rival camp that all with-
in the party needed to
follow his dictates.

Apart from Mr Singh,
Mr Tiwari also appointed
Vijay Pandit and Pawan
Rathi as president and
general secretary of the
party’s Mehrauli district.

The new appointments
came as a surprise for
both Mr Shyam Jaju, the
party’s in-charge of
Delhi unit, and Mr Goel.

Interestingly, Mr
Tiwari’s camp claimed
the decision was taken
with the consent of state
general (organisation)
Siddharthan. Questions
within the organisation
were also raised about
the timing of Mr
Prakash’s removal when
it was earlier conveyed
that no new appoint-
ments would be made till
the organisational polls
were over.

“Organisational polls
are postponed in view of
upcoming Delhi
Assembly polls, but the
direction still stands
that no new appoint-
ments would be made,”
said a party leader.

Of late, there have been
differences between Mr
Tiwari and Mr Goel over
a host of issues concern-
ing the organisational set
up in the party. There
have been occasions
when Mr Goel has held
protests over different
issues independently and
Mr Tiwari openly con-
veyed his displeasure.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
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Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) stu-
dents, on Monday, alleged
that the Delhi police
resorted to lathicharge on
them near Bhikaji Cama
Place Metro station while
they were marching
towards the Rashtrapati
Bhawan as they sought an
appointment with the
President over the hostel
fee hike issue. However,
the Delhi police denied
such claims.

According to the police,
roads leading to the cam-
pus were shut for traffic
and appeals were made to
students to protest peace-
fully. However, students
moved towards AIIMS
which lead to traffic chaos
in South Delhi.

According to JNU
Students’ Union (JNUSU)
president Aishe Ghosh,

several students, includ-
ing girls, have been
detained by the police who
brutally attacked the pro-
testers asking them to go
back to campus.

“The police had deployed
five district police person-
nel and nine companies,
including three women
companies from the
Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF), to handle
the crowd. The police has
not detained any stu-
dents,” a senior police offi-
cial said.

Following the protest,
entry and exit at three
Metro stations in Central
Delhi, which were closed
for over four hours follow-
ing instructions from the
Delhi police, are now
open, according to offi-
cials at Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC).

The Udyog Bhavan, Lok
Kalyan Marg, and Central
Secretariat Metro stations
were closed at 1.15 pm on
Monday in view of multi-
ple protests near the sta-
tions.

The students have also
called for boycott of the
upcoming semester exams
despite repeated appeals
by the administration ask-
ing them to return to
classes.

The HRD ministry had

set up a three-member
committee to look into
ways to restore normal
functioning in Jawaharlal
Nehru University and
mediate between the agi-
tating students and the
administration. The panel
submitted its report to the
ministry but no call has
been taken yet.

The students’ agitation
over the hike in hostel fee
escalated on November 11
when thousands of them
clashed with the police
outside the All India
Council of Technical
Education (AICTE) prem-
ises, where the universi-
ty’s convocation was held.

The JNU’s executive
council had announced a
partial rollback of the
hike for students belong-
ing to the BPL category
and not availing any schol-
arships. However, the pro-
testers dubbed it “eye-
wash.”

Sanjay Singh: CAB is BJP’s
attempt to end democracy
AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The AAP will oppose the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill in Parliament, the
party’s Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh said as he
claimed that the proposed
law is BJP’s attempt to end
democracy in India. The
contentious Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill seeks to
grant Indian citizenship
to non-Muslim refugees
from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan escaping reli-
gious persecution there. 

Home minister Amit
Shah on Monday intro-
duced the bill in
Parliament. Expressing

the AAP’s opposition to
the bill, Sanjay Singh
claimed that the legisla-
tion is BJP’s attempt to
end democracy in India.

“CAB is being opposed
from Assam to Tamil
Nadu. AAP will oppose
it,” he said.

AAP has four MPs in
Parliament — three in
Rajya Sabha and one in
Lok Sabha.

Allows it from 6 am to 6pm in Delhi-NCR
◗ The bench also
directed the gov-
ernments of Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab
and Haryana to
furnish before it
the updated
report on stubble
burning up to
December 11

◗ According to the
police, roads lead-
ing to the campus
were shut for traf-
fic and appeals
were made to stu-
dents to protest
peacefully.
However, students
moved towards
AIIMS which lead
to traffic chaos in
South Delhi.

Police lath-
icharges JNU
students during
their march from
the University 
campus to
Rashtrapati
Bhavan to ‘save
public education’
in New Delhi,
Monday. — PTI

◗ Court sent the
property owner,
Rehan and man-
ager of the build-
ing, Furqan, to 14
days’ police cus-
tody

JNU students lathicharged,
detained; refuse to end stir

Factory owner, manager sent to 14-day custody

GAURAV SAINI
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Their heart-wrenching
last telephonic conversa-
tion left many in tears.

With moist eyes, 33-year-
old Monu Aggarwal said
on Monday that the call
by his childhood friend
Musharraf Ali before he
choked to death in the
Anaj Mandi blaze was
recorded “by chance”.

The telephonic conver-
sation was later aired on
television news channels
and shared on social
media. As he gave up on
life surrounded by toxic
smoke, Ali had asked
Aggarwal to take care of
his family — his elderly
mother, wife and two chil-
dren aged below eight —
after his death.

On Monday, Aggarwal
accompanied Ali’s mother
to Delhi to claim his body.

Asked if he intentional-
ly recorded the phone
call, Aggarwal said, “It
happened by chance. I
believe my finger touched
the recording button
while I flipped open the
phone cover.”

“I only got to know
about it through a notifi-
cation after the call
ended,” Aggarwal said.

Hailing from Uttar

Pradesh’s Bijnor district,
Ali and Aggarwal weath-
ered good and bad times
together. “Our houses are
in the same lane. We
would talk for hours, dis-
cuss everything under the
sun. We stood by each
other through thick and
thin,” he said.

“Musharraf was more
than my brother. Religion
never came between us.
On Id, his family would
host me. On Diwali, I
would do the same,” he
recalled.

“His children are my
children now. I did not get
married because of per-
sonal reasons. Maybe god
kept me unmarried
because he knew these
children would need me,”
he said, adding that he
lost his father when he
was just eight years old
and knows the pain of
children who do not have
a father. But he wondered
how cruel can fate be.

“I have a small business.
I do not wish for riches. I
pray to god to give me
enough to feed the two
families. I will adjust any-
how. I will do all that I can
till my last breath,”
Aggarwal, who runs a
small cookware store in
Bijnor’s Nagina area.

— PTI 

Friend vows to
take care of 
victim’s family

New Delhi, Dec. 9:
Bowing to pressure from
families of those killed in
the Anaj Mandi fire on
Sunday, the Bihar govern-
ment has decided to send
the bodies of the state’s
residents home by road
instead of a train.

Earlier, it was decided
that the railways will
carry the bodies in the
seating-cum-luggage rake
(SLR coach) onboard the
Swatantrata Senani
Express over Monday and
Tuesday. However, the vic-
tims’ families objected to
the arrangement, choos-
ing to take the over 1,000
km journey by road

instead. Many of the 43
people who were killed in
blaze were migrant work-
ers from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. 

“The families were not
comfortable in taking the
bodies by train, so we have
decided to send them in
ambulances. One ambu-
lance will have two bodies.
All the preparations were
made for sending the bod-
ies by train. Special coach-
es were also attached (to
the train) but the family
members did not agree to
let the bodies go by train,”
said Kumar Digvijay, joint
labour commissioner,
Bihar Bhavan. — PTI 

After families object, bodies 
to be taken home by road 

New Delhi, Dec. 9:
Describing the Anaj
Mandi fire incident as a
“catastrophe” that was
waiting to happen, the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Monday issued notices to
the Delhi government,
the police chief and the
North Delhi civic body
and sought a detailed
report in six weeks.

The NHRC has taken
suo motu cognisance of
media reports that at
least 43 people were killed
in the Anaj Mandi area in
Central Delhi early
Sunday morning when a
blaze caused by a short-

circuit turned a five-
storey building into a
“lethal gas chamber”, the
rights panel said.

The Commission has
issued notices to the chief
secretary of the Delhi
government, the Delhi
police commissioner and
the commissioner of the
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation. It has
sought a report within six
weeks along with action
taken against the errant
officials, and details of
relief and rehabilitation
provided to the next of
kin of the deceased and
the injured, it said in a
statement. — PTI

NHRC: Anaj Mandi fire was
disaster waiting to happen



TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,
DDeecc..  99::  Allrounder
Shivam Dube believes
India, who faced a
crushing defeat in the
second T20I against the
West Indies, will
bounce back strongly
in the series decider to
be played in Mumbai.

India, who had regis-
tered their highest-
ever successful chase
in the shortest format
of the game in
Hyderabad, faced a
crushing eight-wicket
defeat in the second
T20I on Sunday
evening. Dube scored
his maiden half-centu-
ry and scored 54 runs
to help India put a
decent total of 170 runs
on the board. However,
West Indies batsman
Lendl Simmons’ 67 not
out guided his side to
the victory.

“It is really special
for me because it is the
first 50 from my side to
the Indian team. But
not happy because win-
ning the match is more
important for me,”
Dube told reporters
after the match.

The Indian team
came out with a below-
par performance in
the field for the
second con-
s e c u t i v e
m a t c h .
T h e y

dropped two catches in
the fifth over of West
Indies’ chase, offering
the two openers —
Simmons and Evin
Lewis — a life each
during the powerplay.
While Lewis, who was
dropped on 17 off the
fourth ball of the over,
carted three sixes
thereafter en route his
35-ball 40, Simmons,
who was dropped two
balls earlier, went on to
steer the chase with an
unbeaten 45-ball 67.

Talking about India’s
fielding, Dube said had
the team hung on the
catches, the result
could have been differ-
ent. “Yes, we dropped
some catches but I
think it is part of the
match and even they
dropped some catch-
es,” he said.

— Agencies
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Pioneer
Former Australia wicketkeeper Julia Price has been appointed
as Brisbane Heat’s assistant coach, marking the first instance of
a female taking up a coaching role of a men’s team in the BBL

SHORT TAKES

We want to play
good cricket in

Pakistan and hope
they give us some

good security.
— Dimuth Karunaratne, Sri Lanka

skipper after landing in Islamabad
for a Test series

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  With Cricket South
Africa (CSA) in disarray, former
opener and coach Gary Kirsten

could return to help the team in
a mentor’s role for the series

against England. “I would
always be willing to help where
people think I can add value. It

would, however, have be part of
a bigger process to the com-

mitment to rebuild a solid sys-
tem,” Kirsten told ESPNCricinfo.

The dark clouds are all over
CSA at present, but the suspen-
sion of chief executive Thabang
Moroe also has a silver lining as

this could mean the speeding
up of former South Africa skip-

per Graeme Smith’s appoint-
ment as Director of Cricket.
SAs title sponsors Standard

Bank on Friday announced the
end of their partnership once

the current deal ends next year
on April 30. CSA president

Chris Nenzani is expected to
meet with former ICC chief

executive Dave Richardson to
discuss the issue. — Agencies

Will step aside if I
fail, says Misbah

KKaarraacchhii::  Pakistan’s head coach
and chief selector Misbah-ul-

Haq has hit back at criticism of
the under-performing national
team, saying he does not have
a magic wand to revive its for-

tunes instantly and will step
aside if he fails to deliver after

some time. Misbah, a former
captain, was speaking at a

media conference in Lahore to
announce the 16-member squad

for the two-Test home series
against Sri Lanka and seemed

to snap were questions were
thrown at him about Pakistan's

underwhelming Test perform-
ances. The most recent of such
performances was a Test series

loss in Australia some days ago.
“What do you want,” Misbah

responded when a reporter
asked if he agrees with the crit-
icism being directed at him and

whether he intends to step
down as some of the former

players have demanded. “...you
have to understand I don't have

a magic wand to make every-
thing right just like that. The

players need a process to settle
down and perform,” he said.

Misbah said he wouldn’t preside
over Pakistan’s decline and
would do his best to make

things right. — PTI

Cricket
TUESDAY | 10 DECEMBER 2019 | NEW DELHI

VVaaddooddaarraa,,  DDeecc..  99::  Test spe-
cialist Ajinkya Rahane and
young opener Prithvi Shaw
struck gritty fifties as
Mumbai ended day one of
their Ranji Trophy lung
opener against Baroda at
362/8 here on Monday. 

While Rahane’s patient 79
off 145 balls pulled Mumbai
out of the rubble, bowlers
Shardul Thakur (64) and
Shams Mulani (56 not out)
contributed with the bat
slamming half centuries as
they ensured Mumbai
ended the first day with a
decent score on the board.
This was Shaw’s first first-
class game after serving a
eight-month ban for doping,
and he made optimum use
of the opportunity. 

Shaw, who is eyeing the
third opener’s slot in Tests,
made a quick 66 off 62 balls.
After opting to bat, openers
Jay Bista (18) and Shaw con-
jured a 74-run stand for the
first wicket. After Bista fell,
all-rounder Shubham
Ranjane was promoted up
the order at number three,
but he fell to convert his
start and was dismissed for
36 off 59 balls. 

Shaw, who was going all
guns blazing, was certainly
poised for a bigger score. He
smashed 11 fours and one
six as he tore into the
Baroda attack. But right-
arm pacer Abhimanyu
Rajput cut short Shaw’s
stay and cleaned him up in
the 18th over, with Mumbai
at 95-2. Then in walked
Ranahe, who in the past has
rescued India on numerous
occasions. 

Rahane first added 57
runs with Ranjane to steady
Mumbai’s ship. However,
Baroda pegged back
Mumbai by removing two
quick wickets — Ranjane
and skipper Suryakumar
Yadav (0), who had a rare
failure. Even the experi-
enced Aditya Tare fell
cheaply as Mumbai were in
a spot of bother 182-5. Then
Rahane, who hammered 10
boundaries, showed his
mettle and held one end. He

first got support from
Akash Parkar (12), and later
from Mulani. 

After his dismissal,
Mulani and Shardul took
the game away from Baroda
with their half-centuries.
Mulani hit seven fours and
two sixes in his unbeaten
knock, while Thakur
smashed 11 fours and a six.
Mulani and Shashank
Attarde (5 not out) will
resume Mumbai’s innings
on Tuesday. For Baroda,

Bhargav Bhatt grabbed
three wickets but gave away
110 runs. 

UUTTHHAAPPPPAA  HHIITTSS  TTOONN
At Thumba (Kerala), Delhi
coach KP Bhaskar’s ploy of
using four-pronged spin
attack backfired badly as
Kerala comfortably reached
276 for 3 riding on a patient
hundred from Robin
Uthappa on the first day of
their Ranji Trophy group A
encounter.

Uthappa, who has

endured a slump in form
during the past few seasons,
scored 102 off 221 balls with
seven fours and three sixes,
adding 118 runs for the sec-
ond wicket with opener
Ponnam Rahul (97). 

Rahul missed his ton by
three runs but Uthappa
completed his 22nd hun-
dred before being dismissed
in the final over of the day
by comeback-man Pradeep
Sangwan (1/31 in 9.1 overs).
In the process, he also
added 90 runs for the third
wicket with skipper Sachin
Baby (36 batting). 

KKAARRNNAATTAAKKAA  PPOOSSTT  
225599//66

At Dindigul (Tamil Nadu),
half centuries by in-form
batsman Devdutt Padikkal
(78) and Pavan Deshpande
(65) helped Karnataka
reach 259/6 on the opening
day of their Elite Group B
Ranji Trophy game against
Tamil Nadu. 
India opener Mayank
Agarwal, who plays for
Karnataka, however failed
to convert his start as he
was dismissed on 43 off 78
balls. 

For Tamil Nadu, ace off-
spinner R Ashwin finished
the day with figures of 1-68.
Opting to bat at the NPR
College ground here,
Karnataka lost opener Dega
Nischal (4) early. Agarwal,
who had scored a memo-
rable test double hundred
against Bangladesh, joined
hands with Padikkal (78,
182 balls, 8x4), as the two
put up 67-run stand for the
second wicket. 

— PTI

Mumbai on song as Shaw, Rahane hit half centuries
BRIEFSCORES

GGrroouupp  AA::  AAtt  TThhuummbbaa::
Kerala 276/3 (Robin
Uthappa 102, Ponnam
Rahul 97, Pradeep
Sangwan 1/31, Tejas Baroka
1/62, Vikas Mishra 1/45) vs
Delhi. 

AAtt  VViijjaayywwaaddaa::  Andhra 211
(Hanuma Vihari 83, Aditya
Sarwate 4/50) vs Vidarbha
26 for no loss. 

AAtt  HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  Hyderabad
233 in 88 overs (Kolla
Sumanth 69, Piyush
Chawla 3/61) vs Gujarat.

GGrroouupp  BB:: Mumbai 362/8
(Ajinkya Rahane 79, Prithvi
Shaw 66; Shardul Thakur
64; Bhargav Bhatt 3-110) vs
Baroda. 

AAtt  DDiinnddiigguull::  Karnataka
259/6 (Devdutt Padikkal
78, Pavan Deshpande 65;
M Siddharth 2/33, Baba
Aparajith 1/24) vs Tamil
Nadu.Andhra’s Hanuma Vihari en route to his half-century

against Vidarbha. 

Groundstaff shoo away a snake that entered the
ground in Vijayawada. — Twitter

VViijjaayywwaaddaa,,  DDeecc..  99::  In a
bizarre incident, the
start of a Ranji Trophy
match between
Vidarbha and Andhra
on Monday was delayed
by a few minutes after a
snake entered the
ground here.

Vidarbha captain Faiz
Fazal won the toss and
elected to field. However,
as the players made
their way to the middle,
a snake was spotted on
the field and it resulted

in a delay of few min-
utes. “SNAKE STOPS
PLAY! There was a visi-
tor on the field to delay
the start of the match,”
BCCI Domestic tweeted
a 13-second video. The
official Twitter handle
of BCCI Domestic post-
ed a video in which the
snake can be seen glid-
ing on the field while
seven to eight grounds-
men trying to ensure
that it slithers away. 

— PTI

Snake delays Vidarbha vs
Andhra game at Vijaywada

Jaffer first to
feature in 150
Ranji matches
VViijjaayyaawwaaddaa,,  DDeecc..  99::
Veteran opener Wasim
Jaffer on Monday became
the first player in Indian
cricket to feature in 150
Ranji matches.

The 41-year-old from
Maharashtra, who has
been an important part of
the title-winning
Vidarbha team in the last
two years, achieved the
rare distinction during
their Group A opener
against Andhra Pradesh
here. The former India
opener is now just 853
runs away from complet-
ing 20,000 runs in first
class cricket. 

— PTI

Wasim JJaffer

IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  DDeecc..  99::  Sri
Lanka embarked on the
first Test tour of Pakistan
in 10 years on Monday fol-
lowing the deadly 2009
attack on their team that
plunged Pakistan into
sporting isolation.

“Touchdown Islamabad,”
tweeted the Pakistan
Cricket Board, along with
video of the players at the
airport, while Pakistan
Cricket Board chief execu-
tive Waseem Khan called
their arrival a “historic
occasion”. 

Sri Lanka will play two
Tests under heavy security,
one in Rawalpindi —
where Pakistan’s army is
headquartered — and the
second in Karachi, ending
a decade-long absence for
cricket’s five-day format
since the attack. 

Eight people were killed
and several players and

officials were wounded
when militants opened fire
on a convoy of buses trav-
elling to a Test in Lahore in
March 2009. 

“This is my first tour to
Pakistan,” said Sri Lanka
skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne, who opted
out of the team’s recent
limited-overs tour of
Pakistan. “After the 2009
incidents players were
scared to tour Pakistan but
in the last two years or so
Sri Lanka and other teams
have toured Pakistan.” 

He added: “We want to
play good cricket in
Pakistan and hope they
give us some good securi-
ty.” The 2009 attack
slammed the door shut on
international sporting fix-
tures in cricket-loving
Pakistan as foreign teams
refused to visit over securi-
ty fears.  — AFP

Paramilitary soldiers take positions outside the Pindi 
stadium in Rawalpindi on Monday. — AP

TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,
DDeecc..  99::  “People, my father
is not Courtney Walsh,” is
what Hayden Walsh has to
keep reminding anyone
who thinks that he is a
progeny of one of West
Indies’ pace bowling
greats.

However after an impact-
ful performance against
India, the 27-year-old leg-
spinner is confident that
he will now be able to carve
an identity of his own,
where deceptive googlies
will be discussed more
than lethal bouncers. 

“I was playing in the
Cananda T20 league and
someone called me

Courtney Walsh
(laughs). So
yeah...People
my father is
n o t

Courtney Walsh. But
I guess now they
will now find out

who I am and who is
my father,” Walsh, who
had figures of 2/28,

including wickets of
Shivam Dube and Shreyas
Iyer said after the match. 

He foxed a rampaging
Dube with a loopy googly
outside the off-stump, a
trait he has developed
bowling to southpaws like
Evin Lewis and Nicholas
Pooran.  “I was bowling a
lot to Evin (Lewis) and
Nicholas (Pooran) in the

nets. I was a bit
confident com-
ing in to bowl
to him
( D u b e ) , ”
Walsh said. 

— PTI

Walsh out to make
a name for himself

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  99::
Former England cap-
tain Kevin Pietersen
believes that under-
fire Rishabh Pant

needs to be given
time to mature as
there is still some
years before he can
realise his full poten-
tial.

The 22-year-old is
enduring a woeful
run of form and has
struggled to make an
impact both with the
bat and behind the
stumps. Pant also

coped criticism for
bad DRS calls. “He is

young and he has that
energy and enthusiasm,

he plays in the IPL, and
he plays for India and is
just living his dream.
There will be a lot of

critics around him, he’s
only 22,” Pietersen said.

He added that former
players and experts criti-
cise Pant because they
want him to learn from
his mistakes. 

“I observed him very
closely during the IPL
and he kept making
the same mistake

and when you do
that continuously
then pundits,

experts and people who
have played the game want
to criticize you because you
should be learning from
your mistakes. “But I never
realized he’s 21, I thought
he was 24 or 25, because by
that age you have matured
in your game and at the age
of 27-30 is when you are
playing your best sport,” he

added. Last week, Indian
skipper Virat Kohli had
asserted that the youngster
can’t be isolated to such an
extent that he starts feeling
nervous on the field and
Pietersen feels Pant has a
long way to go. 

“If you look at all the mis-
takes he has made and the
position he is in, with the
team and Virat backing
him and with MS out at the
moment, he does have a
long way to go. He will be
looked upon on his per-
formance and he is 21 (22),
so will he be able to buy the
time to be an absolute
superstar in Indian cricket
is what we need to see, and
I think he actually can.” 

West Indies batting leg-
end Brain Lara said there
is “excessive pressure” on
Pant. “Pant came into the
game creating a lot of
excitement, he had a lot of
aggression and the Indian
public expects someone to
replace Dhoni immediately
and in the same fold but he
is a totally different play-
er.” 

Lara also concurred to
Kohli’s decision of backing
Pant to allow the young
wicketkeeper batsman to
mature. 

— PTI

Wounded tigers
India will roar back to win the final T20I, says Dube

Pant needs time to
mature: Pietersen

He is young and he
has that energy

and enthusiasm, he
plays in the IPL, and he
plays for India and is
just living his dream.
There will be a lot of
critics around him, he’s
only 22

—KEVIN PIETERSEN, 
Former England skipper

Support has been pouring in for Rishabh Pant is struggling to fit into the shoes of 
M.S. Dhoni. — AP

Hayden Walsh

Shivam Dube

Kirsten open to
helping Proteas

Lanka begin first Pak
Test tour since 2009



PAGE

15Games
TUESDAY | 10 DECEMBER 2019 | NEW DELHITHE ASIAN AGE

Doll Toll
APOEL parted ways with coach Thomas Doll,
two days after the defending champions’ first
loss in the Cypriot league to Olympiakos Nicosia

East Bengal in
search of win
IImmpphhaall,,  DDeecc..  99:: Kolkata
giants Quess East Bengal
will continue their search
for a win when they travel
to Imphal to lock horns
with a buoyant NEROCA
in an I-League match at the
Khuman Lampak here on
Tuesday.

East Bengal have drawn
the first two matches,
while hosts NEROCA are
coming into the match on
the back of a win over
Aizawl FC in a hard-fought
match.

The Red and Golds creat-
ed a number of chances in
both the matches but they
have not resulted in as
many goals, which may be
weighing on the team
going into the Neroca
encounter.

“I would be worried if the
team doesn’t create the
chances to score but creat-
ing the chances in both the
games is a sign that the
team combination is work-
ing well,” said Quess East
Bengal, Head Coach,
Alejandro Menndez.

“Though, we would have
liked if we had scored
more goals but nonetheless
we did score in every
match. So, we are closer to
scoring more goals and it is
a positive sign.”

Neroca rode on a stellar
performance from their
custodian and skipper
Marvin Devon Phillip to
win against Aizawl and it
will give them the much-
needed confidence going
into the clash against
Quess East Bengal.

Neroca FC, Head Coach,
Gift Rai Khan said, “I am
very happy for the three
points that we have got
against Aizawl FC, but it’s
important to note that the
performance wasn’t up to
the mark. We have been
losing a lot of ball and a lot
of chances.” — PTI 

Boxers punch big
at SEA Games
CCllaarrkk  ((PPhhiilliippppiinneess)),,  DDeecc..    99::
Thirteen boxing gold
medals were up for grabs
at the Southeast Asian
Games on Monday, and it
was Filipino fighters who
set the pace in the early
bouts.

The fifth and final day of
the boxing programme cli-
maxed with the 30th SEA
Games’ very own Thrilla in
Manila in front of a rau-
cous home crowd. 

Carlo Paalam picked up
gold in the men’s light fly-
weight, Rogen Ladon won
the men’s flyweight, Josie
Gabuco took the women’s
light flyweight title and
James Palicte punched to
light welterweight gold at
the PICC Forum. 

The biggest ever SEA
Games, which was opened
by local boxing icon
Manny Pacquiao on
Saturday November 30,
enters its last day of full
competition on Tuesday.

This edition is the first
time eSports is being rep-
resented at a multi-sport
competition sanctioned by
the International Olympic
Committee, and the first
medals were starting to be
awarded at the San Juan
Arena in the capital.

Malaysia won the first
ever gold with a win in the
category of mixed
Hearthstone — a popular
online card game — while
Thailand took the mixed
title for battle game Arena
of Valor.

The Philippines have
stormed ahead in the

medals table with 121
golds, but there is a three-
way battle between
Thailand (69), Vietnam (69)
and Indonesia (68) for sec-
ond place. 

Seven of the last 11 home
nations have finished top
of the medals table at the
SEA Games, where the
flexible sporting pro-
gramme is traditionally
heavily weighted towards
the home team.

Swimming finale
The final evening of swim-
ming at the aquatics centre
at the main Games hub in
New Clark City will feature
Olympic champion Joseph
Schooling in the 4 x 100m
relay, and the Singaporean
will be looking to finish his
disappointing competition
on a high. 

Schooling has vowed to
“fix” his physique after
winning only one individ-
ual gold medal at the
Southeast Asian Games,
less than eight months
before his title defence at
Tokyo 2020.

His compatriot Quah
Zheng Wen will be bidding
for another two golds in the
200m butterfly and the
medley relay to add to his
golds in the 100m and 200m
backstroke, and the 4 x
100m and 4 x 200m freestyle
relays.

Christie Chue, also from
Singapore is aiming to add
to her three golds, swim-
ming in the 100m breast-
stroke final.

— AFP

SHORT TAKES

I will remember this
day for the rest of

my life.
— Joaquin, Real Betis captain after
becoming the oldest player to score
a hat-trick in the Spanish league at

38 years and 140 days, during his
team’s 3-2 win over Athletic Bilbao

England to host
Italy in warm-up

LLoonnddoonn:: England will step up
their preparations for the Euro

2020 finals with a friendly
against Italy at Wembley in

March, the Football Association
announced on Monday.

Gareth Southgate’s men will
face the four-time world cham-

pions on Friday, March 27
before a match four days later

against Denmark, also at
Wembley.

England will then travel to
play Austria in Vienna on June 2

before hosting Romania on
June 7 at a venue in England
that has yet to be confirmed.
The Italy game is designated

as “The Heads Up International”
in support of the FA’s charitable

partnership with Prince
William’s Heads Together men-

tal health initiative.
England will face Croatia and

the Czech Republic in Group ‘D’
at Euro 2020 as well as the win-

ner of the play-off path featur-
ing Scotland, Israel, Norway and
Serbia. All three fixtures will be

played at Wembley. Italy have
been placed in Group ‘A’ at next

year’s finals with Turkey,
Switzerland and Wales. — AFP

Batra meets Shah
for Youth Games

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) president

Narinder Batra on Monday met
Home Minister Amit Shah to

seek government support for
hosting the 2026 Youth

Olympics.
Batra, who is also a member
of the International Olympic

Committee, said that one city
out of New Delhi, Mumbai and

Bhubaneswar will be chosen
before presenting the bid. The

IOC will then evaluate India’s
bid for acceptance or approval.

The bidding process of the
2026 Youth Olympics is likely

to start next year. 
Batra also discussed with

Shah the IOA’s bid to host the
2023 Session of the IOC in
Mumbai. An IOC session —

where all the members and offi-
cials of the Olympic body will
be present — is a prestigious
event and the IOA wanted to

host it to coincide with the
country’s 75th year of inde-

pendence.
The IOA chief, who is also the
president of the International
Hockey Federation. discussed
the hosting of the 2013 Men’s
World Cup in Bhubaneshwar

and Rourkela. — PTI

ORGANIC
TIPPED TO WIN
DELHI FEATURE

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 26

Organic is favourite to win the
President of India Cup, the fea-
ture event at the Delhi races on

Tuesday. The first race will
begin at 1.30 pm. 

SSEELLEECCTTIIOONNSS

11sstt  rraaccee::  TThhee  WWeelllliinnggttoonn
CCrreesscceenntt  PPllaattee  DDiivv--II  ((11220000  mmttss))

1. Forever Yours, 2. Ashwa
Maithli, 3. Rannvijay

22nndd  rraaccee::  TThhee  WWeelllliinnggttoonn
CCrreesscceenntt  PPllaattee  DDiivv--IIII  ((11220000  mmttss))

1. Blavatsky, 2. Udaan, 3.
Personal Legend

33rrdd  rraaccee::  TThhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  EEssttaattee
PPllaattee  DDiivv--II  ((11110000  mmttss))

1. Race Ka Raja, 2. Master Badal,
3. Big Hit

44tthh  rraaccee::  TThhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  EEssttaattee
PPllaattee  DDiivv--IIII  ((11110000  mmttss))

1. Mr Stunning, 2. Truly Majestic,
3. Superstar Supreme

55tthh  rraaccee::  TThhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  OOff  IInnddiiaa
CCuupp  ((11440000  mmttss))

1. Organic, 2. Hope And Glory,
3. Vazra

66tthh  rraaccee::  TThhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  HHoouussee
PPllaattee  DDiivv--II  ((11000000  mmttss))

1. Talented, 2. Miss Glorious, 3.
Amazing Moonlight

77tthh  rraaccee::  TThhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  HHoouussee
PPllaattee  DDiivv--IIII  ((11000000  mmttss))

1. Conquering Bid, 2. Aao Shao,
3. Master Frankel

DDaayy’’ss  bbeesstt::  Race Ka Raja

LLooss  AAnnggeelleess,,  DDeecc..  99::
Anthony Davis scored 50
points to power the Los
Angeles Lakers to a 142-
125 victory over the
Minnesota Timberwolves
on Sunday that gave the
Western Conference lead-
ers the best record in the
NBA.

Davis unleashed his
aggression to notch the
fourth 50-point game of
his career and his first
with the Lakers.

He connecting on 20 of
29 shots from the field —
with 16 baskets in the
paint and not a single
three-pointer.

“One for the ages,”
Lakers coach Frank Vogel
said.

“The first thing that
stands out to me was he
had four steals, a block
and great defense for all 39
minutes he was out there.
To be able to perform on
that end of the floor and
anchor us and still go for
50 in what I feel is an old-
school, smashmouth way
of getting 50,” Vogel said.

“No threes, right?
Twenty of 29, living at the
free throw line, post-ups,
offensive rebounds, crash-
es, all those types of
things... Just an old-school
performance,” he added.

Davis, a perfect 10 of 10
from the free-throw line,
also pulled down seven
rebounds and handed out
six assists.

“I just came out aggres-
sive, playing hard. My
teammates did a good job
of finding me,” said Davis,
who laid in a floater with
4:39 left to play to reach 50
points for the night.

LeBron James added 32
points with 13 assists
despite finding himself in
foul trouble with four in
the first half.

Alex Caruso chipped in
16 points as the Lakers
improved to 21-3.

Eight Minnesota players
scored in double figures.

Karl-Anthony Towns
and Andrew Wiggins
scored 19 apiece and the
Timberwolves led by five
late in the second quarter.
Ultimately, however, they
simply had no answer for
Davis.

In Miami, rookie Tyler
Herro scored 27 points
and made a go-ahead
three-pointer with 38.2
seconds left in overtime to

lift the Heat to a 110-105
victory over the Chicago
Bulls.

Herro’s heroics included
a three-pointer with 7.1
seconds left in regulation,
which ended with the
score tied at 97-97.

He made three more
from beyond the arc in the
extra session — including
one to tie the game and
one to give the Heat the

lead for good as Miami
improved to 10-0 at home
this season and 17-6 over-
all.

“My teammates trusted
me with the ball. Every
time I get a shot, I have
confidence,” the 19-year-
old reserve guard said.

In Dallas, Luka Doncic
scored 27 points with
seven rebounds and eight
assists for his 19th

straight game of at least
20 points, five rebounds
and five assists.

He passed NBA icon
Michael Jordan for the
most such games in a row
since the NBA/ABA merg-
er in the 1970s, but it was-
n’t enough to deliver a vic-
tory for the Mavs, who fell
110-106 to the Sacramento
Kings.

— AFP

Clinton Kingsley Bautistain (left) of the Philippines,
Malaysia’s Rayzam Shah Sofian Wan (centre) and Rio
Maholtra (right) of Indonesia compete in the men’s 110m
hurdles event at the Southeast Asian Games in Clark,
Capas, Tarlac province, Philippines, on Monday. — AFP

Anthony Davis (right) of Los Angeles Lakers shoots against Jarrett Culver (23) of Minnesota Timberwolves during
their NBA game in Los Angeles on Sunday. The Lakers won 142-125. — AP

Lakers ride on Anthony heroics for fine win
Davis scores a fifty

Hat-trick for old fox Joaquin
MMaaddrriidd,,  DDeecc..  99:: Real Betis
captain Joaquin became
the oldest player to score
a La Liga hat-trick after
he inspired his team to
beat Athletic Bilbao 3-2 on
Sunday.

At 38 years and 140 days
old, Joaquin hit his first
ever hat-trick and sur-
passed Real Madrid great
Alfredo Di Stefano, whose
record as the oldest scor-
er of one in La Liga had
stood for 55 years.

Joaquin also became
only the seventh player in
the league’s history to
score a hat-trick in the
first 20 minutes of a
match, after he found the
net in the second, 11th
and 20th minutes at the
Benito Villamarin.

“I will remember this
day for the rest of my
life,” said Joaquin, in a
celebratory video mes-
sage posted on Instagram.

Betis almost surren-
dered their advantage but
held on for the win after
Inaki Williams had con-
verted a penalty and then
Yuri Berchiche added a
second for Bilbao with 15
minutes left.

Joaquin, who has 51
caps for Spain, began his
professional career at
Betis and made an emo-
tional return to the club
in 2015, after spells at
Valencia, Malaga and
Fiorentina. In total, he
now has 72 goals in 533 La
Liga appearances.

The forward’s latest
match-winning contribu-
tion helped Betis climb to
11th in the table after a
third consecutive victory.

Their local rivals
Sevilla, meanwhile, lost
ground at the top as they
could only manage a 1-1
draw away at newly-pro-
moted Osasuna.

Munir El Haddadi
curled in a brilliant open-

er for Sevilla in the 11th
minute but they were
unable to find a winner
after Ezequiel Avila
equalised for Osasuna on
the stroke of half-time.

The draw means Sevilla
stay third, three points
behind Barcelona and
Real Madrid, who play a
game in hand against
each other on December
18. — AFP

BERLIN SPLASH
COLOGNE IN
GERMAN GAME

Milan move
into top half
of Italy table
MMiillaann,,  DDeecc..  99:: Daniele
Ragatzu struck late as
Cagliari snatched a 2-2
draw at Sassuolo to
reclaim fourth spot in the
Italian league on Sunday,
as AC Milan beat Bologna
3-2 to return to the top
half of the table.

But Fiorentina fell to
their fourth consecutive
defeat, 1-2 at Torino, with
coach Vincenzo Montella
under increasing pres-
sure with the Tuscan side
just five points above the
relegation zone.

Cagliari again left it late
thanks to Ragatzu’s 90th-
minute equaliser.

The Sardinian side
move fourth, four points
behind third-placed
Lazio, and level on 29
points with fifth-placed
Roma.

Inter Milan remain top
after their goalless draw
against Roma on Friday
with champions Juventus
two points behind after
falling to their first defeat
of the season 3-1 at Lazio
on Saturday.

Sassuolo, in 14th, had
been two goals up after
Domenico Berardi struck
in the seventh minute
before then being
involved in Filip
Djuricic’s goal after 36
minutes. Joao Pedro’s
header got the Sardinians
back into the game after
the break before Berardi
missed from the spot and
Jeremie Boga having a
goal ruled offside for the
hosts. A mix-up in the
Sassuolo defence allowed
Ragatzu to finish to earn
a point.

In Bologna, AC Milan
got back-to-back Serie A
wins for just the second
time this season to move
up to 10th place.

Krzysztof Piatek opened
from the penalty spot
after 15 minutes, with
Theo Hernandez adding a
second just after half an
hour, before accidently
turning into his own net
eight minutes later.

Giacomo Bonaventura
curled in the third imme-
diately after the break
before Nicola Sansone
pulled one back from the
penalty spot with six min-
utes remaining. — AFP

WEATHER MARS
REAL KASHMIR
HOME MATCHES
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  99:: Real
Kashmir FC’s two upcom-
ing home I-League match-
es were on Monday post-
poned owing to inclement
weather which has forced
closure of the Srinagar
airport, the All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
said.

Flight operations at
Srinagar airport have
been disrupted since
Sunday due to dense fog.

“With the Srinagar
Airport not being opera-
tional due to poor weather
conditions, Real Kashmir
Football Club’s first two
home matches against
Gokulam Kerala FC on
December 12, 2019, and
Churchill Brothers FC Goa
on December 15, 2019,
stands postponed,” the
AIFF said in a press
release.

No flight operations took
place on Monday morning
because of poor visibility.
Primary schools were also
closed due to adverse
weather conditions as
heavy fog engulfed most
parts of the valley.

“New dates for the
matches will be
announced soon,” the
AIFF added.

I-League CEO Sunando
Dhar said the AIFF is look-
ing forward to Real
Kashmir’s third home
match against defending
champions Chennai City
FC, on December 26, to go
ahead as the weather is
expected to be much better
at that time.

— PTI

BBeerrlliinn,,  DDeecc..  99:: Sebastian
Andersson struck twice
as Union Berlin beat a
hapless Cologne 2-0 on
Sunday to continue their
remarkable recent run
and move towards the top
half of the Bundesliga.

Swede Andersson hit
goals either side of half-
time to make it four
league wins from their
last five and take Union to
10th, only six points from
the European places, an
impressive effort in their
first ever season in the
German top flight.

Union’s hot form has
been mirrored by
Andersson’s, with the 28-
year-old scoring five in
his last four Bundesliga
games.

Cologne started
stronger, dominating pos-
session and forcing two
fine saves out of Rafal
Gikiewicz, including one
from Birger Verstraete’s
superbly taken free-kick
in the 29th minute.

However Andersson
drew first blood for the
hosts four minutes later,
heading in from a corner
to score his seventh of the
season.

— AFP

Olympique Marseille’s Serbian forward Nemanja Radonjic (left) shoots and scores a goal past Bordeaux’s French
goalkeeper Benoit Costil (second from right) during their French league match at the Velodrome Stadium in
Marseille, southern France, on Sunday. Marseille won 3-1. — AFP

I-LEAGUE

PPaarriiss,,  DDeecc..  99:: Marseille kept pace with French
league leaders Paris Saint-Germain on Sunday after
coming from behind to beat Bordeaux 3-1 and rack
up a sixth straight win that keeps them five points
behind the champions.

Jordan Amavi, Morgan Sanson and Nemanja
Radonjic hit the decisive goals in front of a raucous
crowd of around 52,000 as Andre Villas-Boas’ side
maintained a hot streak that has seen them rise to
second in the French top flight.

“At the break the coach told us to do more, to get
the Velodrome right behind us,” said Sanson, whose
60th-minute strike put Marseille ahead after they
had fallen behind to Yacine Adli’s superb first-half
opener. “In the second half we were clearly the bet-
ter team... Thanks to the fans we woke up.”

While a real challenge to PSG’s domestic suprema-
cy will be difficult, a return to the Champions
League is looking increasingly likely after another
exciting performance led by Dimitri Payet.

With three teams qualifying for Europe’s premier
competition Marseille are seven points ahead of
fourth-placed Rennes and were in fine form on
Sunday, failing to be fazed by Adli’s stunning 31st-
minute strike for Bordeaux. — AFP

MARSEILLE RISE TO
SECOND IN FRANCE
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Messi to miss
Barcelona star Lionel Messi will not make
the trip to Italy for Tuesday’s Champions
League game against Inter Milan

SHORT TAKE

How can you mock
athletes who have
been preparing all
their lives for this?

Unfortunately this is
politics, I don’t smell

any sport here.
— Aslanbek Khushtov, Russia’s

2008 Olympics gold medallist
wrestler on country’s four-year ban

SSuurraabbaayyaa,,  IInnddoonneessiiaa::  Young
Indian shuttlers will look to put
up a good show and better the

country’s medal tally when they
start their campaign at the Asia

Junior U-17 and U-15 champi-
onships here on Wednesday.

India had won one gold medal
in the last championships held

in Myanmar last year with
Gujarat’s Tasnim Mir and

Meghana Reddy of Telangana
emerging champions in U-15

girls doubles.
All eyes will be on Tasnim as

she has been given the top
seedings in the U-15 girls draw

in the five-day competition,
which is scheduled from

December 11 to 15.
Maharashtra’s Varun Kapur and
Tanmoy Boruah of Assam also

got top seeding in the U-17 and
U-15 boys singles draws respec-

tively. — Agencies

JJaammsshheeddppuurr::  Jamshedpur FC
and Chennaiyin FC settled for a

point each at the end of a
thrilling Indian Super League

encounter which ended 1-1 here
on Monday. Chennaiyin took

the lead through Nerijus
Valskis’ fine strike in the 26th

minute. However, Jamshedpur
denied Chennaiyin a win by

equalising in the 89th minute
through Issac Vanmalsawma.  

With this draw, Jamshedpur are
in the fourth position with 12

points while Chennaiyin FC are
still ninth with six points from
seven games. Antonio Iriondo

handed a start to Sumeet Passi
in the absence of the injured

striker Sergio Castel.
Meanwhile, Owen Coyle named

an unchanged eleven for
Chennaiyin which started

against Odisha FC last month.
Jamshedpur had the first

chance of the game in the 13th
minute when C.K. Vineeth

found himself with a lot of
space down the left. He only

had to find Passi or Farukh
Choudhary inside the box.

However, his cross was misdi-
rected. The breakthrough

Chennaiyin desperately sought
came in the 27th minute

through Nerijus Valskis who
bagged his fourth goal of the

campaign. — PTI

Jr shuttlers gear
up for Asian meet

JFC STEAL A
POINT FROM
CHENNAIYIN

KKaatthhmmaanndduu,,  DDeecc..  99:: India
clinched 42 medals, includ-
ing 27 gold, on the penulti-
mate day of competitions
to inch closer to 300-mark
as the country is poised to
finish on top spot for the
13th time on the trot in the
South Asian Games.

The Indian athletes also
won 12 silver and 3 bronze
to end Day 8 with 294
medals (159 gold, 91 silver
and 44 gold) to further
widen the gap with second-
placed Nepal who have col-
lected 195 medals (49 gold,
54 silver and 92 bronze).

Sri Lanka are third with
236 medals (39 gold, 79 sil-
ver and 118 bronze).

With just a few events —
including seven boxing
finals — left on the closing
day on Tuesday, India is
unlikely to cross the 309
total medals won in
Guwahati and Shillong in
the last edition in 2016 but
may go past the 300-mark.

India has topped every
edition of the South Asian
Games since its inception
in 1984. 

Boxers gave India the
maximum medals on
Monday with six gold and
one silver.

National champion Ankit
Khatana (men’s 75kg),
Vinod Tanwar (men’s

49kg), Sachin (men’s 56kg),
Gaurav Chauhan (men’s
91kg), Kalaivani Srinivasan
(women’s 48kg) and
Parveen (women’s 60kg)
bagged a gold each while
World Championships
bronze medallist Manish
Kaushik (men’s 64kg) set-
tled for a silver medal on
the first day of the finals.

In wrestling, Indians won
both the gold on offer on
Monday with Gaurav
Baliyan and Anita Sheoran
registering comfortable
victories in men’s 74kg and
women’s 68kg respectively
to complete their stupen-
dous show.

Indian fencers also won
all the three gold on offer,
winning the top prizes in
men’s team foil, women’s
team epee and women’s
team saber events. It was a
near clean sweep for Indian
fencers as they clinched 11
out of 12 gold on offer in the
discipline.

The country also clean
sweeps in kabbadi and bas-

ketball 3x3 also as the
men’s and women’s teams
in both the disciplines won
a gold each.

In shooting, India won a
gold in the air pistol mixed
event through the pair of
Anuraj  Singha and
Shrawan Kumar. The coun-
try completely dominated
the shooting range by win-
ning a whopping 18 gold, 7
silver and 4 bronze medals.

The Indian women’s foot-
ball team won their third
consecutive gold medal at
the South Asian Games
after beating hosts Nepal 2-
0 in the summit clash on
Monday.

Bala Devi was the star of
the show again as she
struck a brace on either
side of the half time to
guide India to a comfort-
able victory over the home
side in the final.

The 29-year-old striker
also ended as the top-scorer
of the tournament, netting
five goals in four matches.

— PTI

A TIMELINE OF CASES AND COVERUPS

LLaauussaannnnee,,  DDeecc..  99::  The World
Anti-Doping Agency on
Monday banned Russia for four
years from major global sport-
ing events including the 2020
Tokyo Olympics and the 2022
World Cup in Qatar, over
manipulated doping data.

Wada’s executive committee,
meeting in Lausanne, handed
Russia the four-year suspen-
sion after accusing Moscow of
falsifying laboratory doping
data handed over to investiga-
tors earlier this year.

Not only will Russia be ruled
out of the next Olympic cycle,
but Russian government offi-
cials will be barred from
attending any major events,
while the country will lose the
right to host, or even bid, for
tournaments.

“Wada’s executive committee
approved unanimously to
assert a non-compliance on the
Russian anti-doping agency for
a period of four years,” Wada
spokesman James Fitzgerald
said.

Under the sanctions, Russian
sportsmen and women will still
be allowed to compete at the
Olympics next year and the
2022 Beijing Winter Olympics
but only if they can demon-
strate that they were not part of
what Wada believes was a state-
sponsored system of doping.

It will be up to Fifa to stipu-
late how a team of Russian
players can take part in the
qualifying matches for the 2022
World Cup.

Euro 2020, in which the
Russian city of Saint
Petersburg will host four
matches, is not affected by the
ban because it is not defined as
a “major event” for anti-doping
purposes.

“They are going to have prove
they had nothing to do with the
non-compliance, (that) they
were not involved in the doping
schemes as described by the
McLaren report, or they did not
have their samples affected by
the manipulation,” Fitzgerald
said.

The independent report by
sports lawyer Richard
McLaren, released in 2016,
revealed the significant extent
of state-sponsored doping in
Russia, notably between 2011
and 2015.

It led to the Russian Anti-

Doping Agency (RUSADA)
being suspended for nearly
three years previously over rev-
elations of a vast state-support-
ed doping programme.

Full disclosure of data from
the Moscow laboratory was a
key condition of Russia’s con-
troversial reinstatement by

Wada in September 2018.

‘‘AA  TTRRAAGGEEDDYY’’
RUSADA chief Yury Ganus
told AFP Monday that his coun-
try had “no chance” of winning
an appeal against the ban, dub-
bing it tragic for clean athletes.

“There is no chance of win-

ning this case in court,” Ganus
said, with RUSADA’s superviso-
ry board set to meet on
December 19 to take a decision
on whether to appeal the ban.

“This is a tragedy,” he added.
“Clean athletes are seeing their
rights limited.”

The WADA decision was

widely predicted, with the
body’s president, Craig Reedie,
having made a presentation
Saturday to the Olympic
Summit, participants of which
“strongly condemned those
responsible for the manipula-
tion of the data from the
Moscow laboratory”.

“It was agreed that this was
an attack on sport and that
these actions should lead to the
toughest sanctions against
those responsible,” the IOC
said, asking that the Russian
authorities deliver the “fully
authenticated raw data”.

— AFP 

MMoossccooww,,  DDeecc..  99::  Russia
reeled from a four-year ban
from global sports on
Monday, with athletes in
shock and the government
quick to blame “anti-
Russian hysteria”.

While admitting there have
been instances of doping,
Russian officials say the
country is no worse than
any other. Some have
accused other countries of
pursuing the ban to remove
Russian athletes from com-
petition.

Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev said on Monday
that it was “impossible to
deny” that doping had taken
place but that those involved
had already been punished.

“This is the continuation
of this anti-Russian hysteria
that has already become
chronic,” Medvedev told
Russian news agencies.
Many in Russian sports
agreed.

“The decision that was
taken today was political
and not simply about
sports,” the head of Russia’s
Biathlon Union, Vladimir
Drachev, told Russia-24 state
television.

The scandal has tainted
Russia’s sporting reputation
since the revelation of large-
scale state-sponsored doping
aimed at improving its
medal performance at the
2014 Winter Olympics in
Sochi.

Russian track and field
athletes were barred from
competing at the 2016 Rio
Olympics although Russians

competing in other events
were allowed to take part.

The ban was widened to
include all events at the 2018
Pyeongchang Winter
Olympics, though Russian
competitors who could prove
they were above suspicion
were able to compete as neu-
trals under the Olympic flag.

The heads of several
Russian sports federations
said on Monday they were
preparing to send athletes to
the 2020 Olympics under a
neutral flag.

‘‘IINNNNOOCCEENNTT  AATTHHLLEETTEESS’’
The country’s athletes
“must go to the Olympics
whatever the situation,”
said the head of Russia’s
swimming federation,
Vladimir Salnikov.

“Of course we’d prefer that
our athletes participate
under the Russian flag and
hear their national anthem.
But the circumstances may
be different... (and) no one
has the right to deprive inno-
cent athletes of their
dreams,” he told state news
agency RIA Novosti. — AFP

Four-year exile for Russia
Russia banned from Tokyo Olympics, 2022 Fifa World Cup over doping 

NOV 2015 An independent WADA commis-
sion found “deeply rooted culture of
cheating” in Russian athletics, with
alleged collusion of Russian government.
The commission recommended that
Russia should be banned from interna-
tional athletics.
MAY 2016 A New York Times report said
that dozens of Russian athletes were part
of a state-run doping program ahead of
the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi.
JULY 2016 Following the New York Times
report, an independent commission was
set up to investigate the allegations. The
commission reported evidence of wide-
spread state-sponsored doping by

Russian athletes at the Sochi Games.
AUG 2017 Althouh Russia was banned
from international athletics, 19 Russian
athletes were allowed to compete at the
world championships in London under the
IOC flag.
DEC 2017 The Russian Olympic Committee
was suspended and banned by the IOC
from the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter
Games. But Russian athletes were
allowed to compete as neutrals after sat-
isfying anti-doping norms.
FEB 2018 Two Russians — medal-winning
curler Alexander Krushelnitsky and bob-
sledder Nadezhda Sergeeva — tested pos-
itive at the 2018 Winter Games.

FEB 2018 The IOC reinstated 
Russia after the tests of the remaining
Russian athletes at the Pyeongchang
Winter Olympics all returned negative.
SEPT 2018 WADA’s executive 
committee voted to reinstate 
Russia before it had fulfilled the 
requirements of a compliance 
roadmap which included access to data 
stored at Moscow’s anti-doping 
laboratory.
JAN 2019 WADA extracted 
more than 2,0000 samples of doping 
data from the discredited Moscow 
laboratory three weeks after the 
deadline it had set for Russia.

SEPT 2019 WADA alleged inconsistencies
in historical data supplied by Russia’s
anti-doping authority. Russia was kept
out of the world athletics championships
in Doha as the IAAF maintained its ban.
NOV 2019 A WADA compliance 
committee recommended a four-year
Olympic ban for Russia as part of sanc-
tions to punish the country for providing
the agency with doctored and incomplete
laboratory data.
DEC 2019 Using the neutral status from
the 2018 Winter Olympics as a template,
WADA bans Russian teams from major
events for four years. Russia can appeal
the ruling.

How Russia will be affected
� Russia will be ruled out of the next
Olympic cycle, and its government's
officials will be barred from attending
any major events, while the country
will lose the right to host, or even bid,
for tournaments.
� Under the sanctions, Russian athletes
will still be allowed to compete at the
Olympics next year and the 2022
Beijing Winter Olympics but only if
they can demonstrate that they were
not part of what WADA believes was a
state-sponsored system of doping.

� The sanctions against Russia, the
host of last year's soccer World Cup,
also bar it from hosting major sport-
ing events for a four-year period or
applying to host new events in that
period.
� Russia's participation at 
Euro 2020, in which Saint Petersburg
will host four matches, is not affected
by the ban because it is not defined
as a “major event” for 
anti-doping 
purposes.

� An official linked to the World Anti-Doping
Agency said on Monday Russia can partici-
pate in qualifying for the 2022 World Cup
despite receiving a four-year ban from
major global sporting events.

Russia’s anti-doping agency (RUSADA) director general Yury Ganus holds a press conference in
Moscow on Monday. — AFP

‘ANTI-RUSSIA HYSTERIA
BEHIND DOPING BAN’

Ankit, Kalaivani lead
India to 6 boxing gold 

●● The Indian women’s football team won
their third consecutive gold medal at the
South Asian Games after beating hosts Nepal
2-0 in the summit clash on Monday.

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc..  99::  Liverpool
travel to Salzburg on
Tuesday needing to avoid
defeat to the confident
Austrian champions to
guard against an embar-
rassing Champions League
group stage exit for the
holders.

Jurgen Klopp’s men are
used to getting through to
the knockout stages the
hard way. In each of the
past two seasons they have
needed home wins to secure
a place in the last 16 before
going on to make the final.

However, the spectre of a
free-scoring Salzburg, led
by the Champions League’s
top scorer in Erlin Braut
Haaland spells trouble for
an injury-hit Liverpool
backline that has consis-
tently leaked goals this sea-
son despite streaking clear
at the top of the Premier
League. The Reds’ recorded
a first clean sheet in 14
games in Saturday’s 3-0 win
at Bournemouth, but lost
another centre-back as
Dejan Lovren limped off in
the first half.

Should the Croatian miss
the trip to Austria, Joe
Gomez will be Klopp’s only
fit partner for Virgil van
Dijk in central defence.

Salzburg have scored 87
goals in 24 games in all com-
petitions this season, 28 of
which have come from
Norwegian wonderkid
Haaland in just 21 appear-
ances.

CCHHEELLSSEEAA  FFAACCEE  LLIILLLLEE
Tammy Abraham has
emerged as Chelsea’s talis-
man thanks to a break-
through season that has
taken his side to the brink
of the Champions League
last 16. 

Now Abraham stands as the
undisputed leader of
Chelsea’s attack, with his
powerful presence and
predatory instincts making
him an essential part of
Frank Lampard’s preco-
cious team.

If Chelsea are to secure
the win they need to make
the Champions League
knockout stages, then it is
Abraham who is likely to
play the key role in the
Group H clash with Lille at
Stamford Bridge on

Tuesday.
Abraham is just 22 and is

playing only his second sea-
son in the top-flight, but the
England international’s
huge value to Chelsea was
clear to see over the last 10
days. — AFP

Salzburg pose serious threat to Liverpool
Live on TV

CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSS  LLEEAAGGUUEE

SSaallzzbbuurrgg  vvss  LLiivveerrppooooll
from 11.25 pm on 
Sony Ten 2, HD

NNaappoollii  vvss  GGeennkk
from 11.25 pm on 
Sony Ten 1, HD

CChheellsseeaa  vvss  LLiillllee
from 1.30 am

(Wednesday) on 
Sony Ten 1, HD

DDoorrttmmuunndd  vvss  SSllaavviiaa  PPrraahhaa
from 1.30 am

(Wednesday) on 
Sony ESPN, HD

LLyyoonn  vvss  RRBB  LLeeiippzziigg
from 1.30 am

(Wednesday) on 
Sony SIX, HD

AAjjaaxx  vvss  VVaalleenncciiaa
from 1.30 am

(Wednesday) on 
Sony Ten 3, HD

IInntteerr  MMiillaann  vvss  BBaarrcceelloonnaa
from 1.30 am

(Wednesday) on 
Sony Ten 2, HD

Liverpool’s Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain
(left) and Mohamed

Salah at a training
session in Liverpool,
on Monday, the eve
of their Champions

League Group E
match against

Salzburg. 
— AFP

This is the continuation
of this anti-Russian hys-
teria that has already
become chronic. The
decision that was taken
today was political and
not simply about sports.

— DMITRY
MEDVEDEV

Russian 
Prime Minister
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