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The e-car tipping point

While China is eyeing an ambitious target for EVs by 2025, India is
opting a more gradual transition

hina is looking at significantly
‘ more ambitious targets for elec-

tric vehicles. It wants 25 per cent
of cars sold in the country to be electric
by 2025, according to a draft policy pub-
lished by the Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology last week. The

Could consumption really have

current share is just about 5 per cent,
though China is the largest electric vehi-
cle market in the world.

The three barriers to wider adoption
of electric vehicles — price, range (on sin-
gle charge) and charging infrastructure
— are being gradually whittled down, as
battery prices keep sliding lower. Battery
prices are down to $156 per kilowatt hour,
according to BloombergNEF’s latest
Battery Price Survey, from above $1,100
in 2010. The price is seen falling to around
$100 per kilowatt hour by 2023 — the
point at which electric vehicles will start
to reach parity with internal combustion
engine vehicles.

Meanwhile, exciting new electric
models continue to be unveiled: Tesla
showcased its electric pickup dubbed
“cybertruck” last month. The $39,900
truck can be booked with a deposit of

$100, though production is slated for
2021-22.

Some car makers such as Toyota and
Hyundai are embedding solar panels in
the roof and body of the vehicle, adding
afew kilometers to the range of the solar
car in what is being referred to as vehi-
cle-integrated PV, or ViPV.

In India, MG Motor, the British brand
also known as Morris Garages that is
now owned by China’s SAIC Motor,
unveiled an electric sport-utility vehicle
last week. The price has not yet been
announced, though it was earlier indi-
cated that it could be about 2.5 million.
One of the features of the car is a built-
in air purifier. It will be competing with
Hyundai’s Kona electric car model,
launched earlier this year.

The tipping point price in India for
an electric vehicle is likely to be below
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%10 lakh or 1 million, Rajeev Chaba,
president of MG Motor India said in an
interview to Business Standard. Tipping
points are driven by technology and pol-
icy. Indian policymakers are, however,

The leaked NSS consumption numbers have provoked a debate. While arguments by various sides
are not really convincing there are some broad lessons
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consumption numbers that were

recently leaked have provoked a
storm of debate. Some argue that they
reveal the truth about the economy, while
others claim the numbers are seriously
misleading. Where do we stand? In our
view, both arguments are extreme.

Commentators on one side have
claimed that the new numbers — show-
ing that real per capita consumption
declined between 2011-12 and 2017-18 —
prove that the economy did not grow at
7 per cent, as the GDP numbers for the
period proclaim. And the fact that the
survey was taken in 2017-18, the year after
demonetisation and the year of GST
implementation, is invoked as evidence
that these policies severely affected con-
sumption.

On the other side are those who
believe the official GDP numbers are cor-
rect, and the consumption numbers are
implausible. Some argue that the NSS
numbers suffer from survey-related
problems, such as false reporting to the
enumerators (Swaminathan Aiyar).
Others point out that the NSS numbers
account for only a fraction of consump-
tion — and a rapidly declining one — in
the national income accounts (Sutjit
Bhalla).

All of these arguments have merit. But
none are fully convincing. Consider first
the defenders of the official national
accounts. Without doubt, survey respon-
dents are not entirely truthful, but unless
it can be shown that this problem has
worsened over time, then comparisons
between periods — that is, the consump-
tion growth rate — should still be reason-
ably accurate. And to use the latest
national income accounts as a bench-

T he National Sample Survey (NSS)

mark to make assessments about the NSS
numbers is problematic given that the
CSO has difficulty estimating consump-
tion, and there are known problems with
the post-2011-12 national income
accounts (NIA).

What, then, of the arguments on the
other side, that the NSS numbers reveal
the truth about growth? We have argued
elsewhere that the official figures have
indeed been overstating GDP growth. But
that does not automatically imply that
the NSS numbers are reasonable. We
need to consider the evidence carefully.

Start by considering the broad direc-
tion suggested by the NSS estimates,
namely that consumption growth has
slowed. This indeed seems likely. The fig-
ure below compares various consump-
tion growth estimates for the latest
rounds (2011/12 to 2017/18) with those of
the previous rounds (2004/5 to 2001/12).
Most of the estimates slow sharply, in line
with the deceleration in the macro-indi-
cators, such as the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), exports, and imports.
Note, however, that the NIA estimate
moves in the “wrong direction” — anoth-
er piece of evidence that NIA method-
ologies are problematic. But does this
mean the NSS figures are reasonable?

Consider the figure again, focusing on
the indicators for the latest period. At the
high end is the consumption from the
NIA, showing real consumption growth
of over 7 per cent per year. At the other
extreme is the NSS number of just 1 per
cent real growth per annum, once cor-
rections are made for deflators, per capita
numbers are converted into total num-
bers, and rural and urban data are aggre-
gated into an economy-wide number.

In between the NIA and the NSS esti-
mates is the growth in the IIP for con-
sumer goods, which averaged 4.8 per
cent. The ITP doesn’t quite measure con-
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sumption, because it captures produc-
tion, excludes consumer services, and is
a volume number. But it is typically a
good proxy, since consumer goods pro-
duction and consumption tend to
increase at similar rates.

We can derive another consumption
growth estimate, which attempts to take
into account the CSO’s methodological
problems. To do this, we first replace the
official GDP growth rate every year by 4.5
per cent, the average growth estimated by
Subramanian (2019a and 2019b). We then
allocate the implied reduction in GDP to
private consumption and investment,
assuming that other components of GDP
such as exports, imports, and government
consumption are well measured.

It turns out that even if we attribute

75 per cent of the reduced GDP growth to
(reduced) consumption, annual con-
sumption growth in the national
accounts would still be 3.7 per cent, well
above the NSS estimate. (Even if we
shaved this figure further, in line with the
World Bank’s assumption that only about
2/3rds of the consumption growth from
the national income is passed on to NSS
consumption growth, the implied num-
bers would still be well above the latest
NSS estimate.)

Furthermore, consider the timing of
the NSS Survey. Far from being a bad year,
2017-18 was one of the few years when the
economy did well, reflected in almost
every indicator of economic activity.
Growth in non-oil exports and non-oil
imports surged; the IIP of consumer and
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yet to finalise how aggressive, if at all,
they want to be in this space.

There are now seven million electric
vehicles on the road globally. Sales this
year are seen at 2.2 million, with China
accounting for over half of the market.
Digital ride hailing companies like Uber
and Ola are increasing the share of elec-
tric vehicles in their fleets, and there are
hundreds of models of electric vehicles
set to be in the market soon. Electric vehi-
cle charging infrastructure is expanding.
Seeing the shift to electric, companies are
signing long-term contracts to secure bat-
tery supply — BMW has placed $11 billion
worth of orders with Contemporary
Amperex Technologies Co and with
Samsung SDI, to secure battery supply
for its electric vehicles out to 2031.

As many as 43 governments have
announced plans to phase out combus-
tion vehicle sales. India did too, only to
backtrack and opt for a more gradual
transition to electric mobility, with sup-
port tilting towards public transport
vehicles, and charging infrastructure.

The author is editor, global policy,
BloombergNEF; vgombar@bloomberg.net

fallen?

capital goods rebounded sharply, as did
capacity utilization in manufacturing. This
was not just confined to the urban, formal
sector: agricultural output and a rough
measure of agricultural income show that
2017-18 was a year of recovery for rural
India, as well. So it stands to reason that
consumption growth would be reasonable,
not feeble, as the NSS figures imply.

In sum, the NSS figure for consump-
tion growth appears implausible when
judged against other indicators. But so
does the NIA figure. The reality probably
lies somewhere in between: consump-
tion was better than implied by the NSS
figures, but not quite as good as that
implied by the NIA.

There are some broad lessons here.
To begin with, one should be careful
about making strong statements about
consumption based on the NSS or the
NIA figures. Neither the dire conclusions
on poverty developments drawn by the
critics nor optimism about the earlier
state of the economy promoted by the
cheerleaders seems warranted.

All that said, the new data should be
released. Of that there should be no
doubt. There is surely much to be learned
from the details revealed by the Survey,
and all of us should be open to revising
our priors depending on what they
reveal. At a minimum, analysis of the
underlying data could help us to identify
the deficiencies in the surveys so that
measurement can be improved going for-
ward. And improving the measurement
of the economy — to provide a more reli-
able basis for policy formulation — is the
one thing that should be beyond debate.

Felman is former IMF resident representative
to India; Sandefur and Duggan are with the
Center for Global Development;
Subramanian was former chiefeconomic
adviser to the government of India

(A more detailed version with data and code
underlying the piece is available at:
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/indias-
consumption-really-falling)
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From shareholders to stakeholders

In part | of a series, the authors discuss evolution of the environmental consciousness of companies

Lame excuse

Another weight loss plan

Parliament on Tuesday organised a
lecture on "effortless weight loss and
diabetes prevention" for members.
An advisory to MPs said that it was in
"consonance with the Fit India
programme". The MPs were
addressed by DrJ V Dixit, who
highlighted “treatment/techniques
for effortless weight loss, obesity,
diabetes, anaemia and migraine,"
the advisory said. Some members
who attended the lecture including
Bharatiya Janata Party's CR Patil said
they have benefitted from Dixit's
“two-meals-a-day diet plan". Dixit's
diet plan is quite popularin
Maharashtra, and quite the rage on
social media but it has also faced
criticism from experts that it is not
supported by scientific evidence. At
an event last year, Nationalist
Congress Party's Supriya Sule had said
all Maharashtrian weddings had a
time slot during dinner for those who
followed the Dixit diet plan.

Battle for state leadership

Has former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan's
sudden activism got anything to do
with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)'s
search for a new state unit president?
He recently courted arrest along with
some farmer leaders protesting the
urea crisis. Then he sat on dharna
seeking justice for a rape victim.
Some read that as an effort to convey
to the party leadership at the centre
that Madhya Pradesh needs a
firebrand president. On his part,
current state BJP president Rakesh
Singh has been keeping a low profile.
As things stand, the state unit seems
divided into two groups. While one is
rooting for Chouhan, the other is
batting for Singh.

Impatient aspirants

With the Delhi Assembly election just
months away, there's a mad scramble
among local leaders of the Bharatiya
Janata Party and municipal councillors
in Delhi to solicit party tickets. Things
came to such a pass that a senior party
functionary had to step in and tick off
councillors for lobbying for tickets —
they were told "deserving candidates"
would make the cut without much
trouble. The party's sanyojaks
(convenor) and vistaraks (membership
drive in charges) from each
constituency were also told to first
resign from their organisational posts
before throwing their hats into the
ring. That was not enough to hold back
hopefuls from flocking outside the
offices of the various "power centres".

in time has led to the messy situation
both on the supply and on the price

lame excuses.

side. Sadly, there has been no honest
admission of the failure till date. All
that we find at ground zero are some

S KGupta New Delhi
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1l over the world, business cor-
A porations are being made to
move beyond immediate finan-
cial performance and exhibit their com-
mitment towards addressing environ-
mental, social and governance issues
(ESG). The environmental conscious-
ness of companies has evolved over
three stages. It has its roots in the
momentum created by various interna-
tional agreements and alliances. The UN
Sustainable Development Goals (2006)
highlighted the role of business corpo-
rations in protecting the environment.
The UN Principles of Responsible
Investment (UNPRI) and the adoption
of the Paris Agreement under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), have made environ-
mental issues a pivotal concern for cor-
porations. This was followed by the
report of the Task Force on Climate-relat-
ed Financial Disclosures (TCFD) formed
by the Financial Stability Board.
This wave has hit the Indian regula-
tory framework as well. The new think-
ing which has emerged is the consensus

that the interest of shareholders has to
be taken care of for a longer and sustain-
able period not just from quarter to quar-
ter. The emphasis has also broadened
from shareholders to stakeholders —
including employees, customers and the
community at large. The changes have
been brought about often through vol-
untary guidelines and making them
mandatory after a while. The Ministry
of Corporate Affairs (MCA) in 2011 for-
mulated the National Voluntary
Guidelines on Social, Environmental
and Economic Responsibilities of
Business which had a Business
Responsibility (BR) Reporting format. In
2012, SEBI mandated the inclusion of
the BR reports in the annual reports for
top 100 listed companies and then
extended this requirement for 500 listed
companies in 2017. Non-compliance or
providing misleading or factually wrong
report can invite penal action.

The second wave that has emerged is
the pressure from institutional investors
such as pension funds, insurance com-
panies and mutual funds. The concept
of stewardship first brought out in UK
has also taken roots. Being under pres-
sure from their own investors there has
been a quantum improvement in the
focus of these large investors, these
funds have sharpened their focus
towards environmental issues.
Companies are being forced to improve
their environment practices, report
these and be prepared for peer compar-
isons. Shareholder are abandoning com-
panies where, in spite of decent financial
performance, the track record on envi-
ronmental issues is poor. As per a report
by Arabella Advisors in 2018, investors
with $6.2 trillion in assets under man-

agement have been committed to divest
from fossil fuels, up from $5.2 trillion in
the previous report in 2016.

According to the Global Sustainable
Investment Alliance, at the start of 2016,
more than a quarter of money, $22.89
trillion, managed around the world is
now invested with ESG factors in mind.
There is strong research evidence that
ESG investing can deliver better returns
since companies with strong sustainabil-
ity scores demonstrate consistent oper-
ational performance and are less suscep-
tible to economic exigencies. For
instance, the 35-member MSCI India
ESG Leaders Index, providing exposure
to companies with high ESG perfor-
mance relative to their sector peers, has
outperformed the 78-member MSCI
Index over a long-term period from
September 2007 to January 2019. The
Morningstar India Sustainability Index
has returned 14.8 per cent from 2012 to
2016, compared to 13.7 per cent for the
Morningstar India Index.

Further, Investors are having inten-
sive dialogue with companies to push
them down the path of aligning their
business practices with ESG criteria.
According to ISS Corporate Solutions, a
unit of Institutional Shareholder
Services (ISS), a proxy advisory firm,
nearly half of all environmental-related
proposals were withdrawn in advance of
2019 meetings, compared with 33 per
cent two years ago. Another driver of this
wave are the socially conscious millen-
nial investors. As per a Morgan Stanley
study, millennial investors are nearly
twice as likely to invest in companies or
funds that target specific social or envi-
ronmental outcomes.

The third and the most recent wave

is the realization on the parts of business
corporation themselves that it make
sense for them to be conscious and take
advance action rather than being
penalised by authorities or pushed by
investors. In August 2019, the Business
Roundtable in United States -- compris-
ing 181 CEOs of the world’s largest com-
panies -- adopted a new approach to
defining the purpose of a corporation to
create value for all stakeholders and not
just shareholders. This is the first time
corporates have stepped up to steer the
discourse on business responsibility
towards the environment and society.
2,138 companies from 145 countries, rep-
resenting $36.6 trillion in revenue are
taking climate actions recorded on Non-
State Actor Zone for Climate Action
(NAZCA) maintained and operated by
UNFCCC.

The path ahead of Indian corporates
is clear -- adopt a sustainability oriented
mindset to steer the company towards
being conscious of the interests of all
stakeholders. With rising levels of natu-
ral calamities and the sale of air purifiers
shooting up as the residents of Delhi
struggle to breathe in the city’s highly
polluted environment, the alarm bells
are ringing loud and clear. Addressing
environmental concerns is going to be a
determinative factor in the sustenance
of a company. The truth in Greta
Thunberg’s words at the United Nations
Climate Action Summit in September
cannot be ignored any more: “.. The
world is waking up. And change is com-
ing, whether you like it or not.”
Tomorrow: The ‘social’ aspect of ESG

Sinha is senior advisor & Sood is associate,
Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas

This refers to “Birthday gift”
(December 10). It was quite interest-
ing to learn that a party leader and
Puducherry Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy chose the occasion of
the birthday celebrations of Congress
Party President Sonia Gandhi to
protest against the centre’s failure to
control the price of the staple. He not
only gifted packs of onion to women
workers of the party but many
passers-by also. It would have been
more effective if he had sent a pack
or two to Union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan to bring home his point.
Needless to say, the government’s fail-
ure to properly visualise the emerging
situation post onion crop failure and
its inability to rise to the occasion well
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Practise what you preach

This refers to “No room for nations
biased against Indian firms: Goyal”
(December 10). While it is only fair for
commerce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal to demand reciprocity in
doing business, our nationalist senti-
ments should not blind us to the real-
ity. Indian companies wishing to do
business abroad must meet interna-
tionally accepted standards and have
the ability/capacity to adhere to the
laws as well as the regulatory require-
ments in those countries. We must
accept that just as our government and
regulators do due diligence and
demand adherence to our laws and
regulations, there are similar require-
ments in other countries. We can’t go
around picking holes in the laws/reg-
ulations of other countries.

Arun Pasricha New Delhi
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Simplify I-T structure

That's the way to go for improving tax base, compliance

inance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman hinted last week that the govern-

ment was considering lowering and rationalising personal income tax

rates, among other measures, to boost economic growth, which slowed

to 4.5 per cent in the second quarter of the current fiscal year. There are
a variety of reasons why the government should revisit and rationalise income
tax in the forthcoming Union Budget. For one, it would be a logical step after the
reduction in corporate tax rates earlier this year, and would help take the process
of direct tax reforms forward. The simplification of the tax structure has a better
chance of improving collections in the medium- to long-run. Second, this will
provide an opportunity to rationalise taxes for different category of taxpayers
and remove distortions.

For instance, the late Arun Jaitley highlighted in his 2018 Budget speech that
in the assessment year 2016-17, salaried individuals on an average paid 376,306 as
income tax, while the average for individual business taxpayers, including profes-
sionals, was325,753. Even at the aggregate level, collection from salaried individuals
was roughly about thrice the amount of income tax paid by individual business
taxpayers and professionals. Third, lowering tax rates for individual taxpayers is
expected to increase their disposable income and help boost consumption, though
the impact on the overall economic activity could be limited because of the small
taxpayer base.

The government, though, would have done well to release the report of the
task force that reviewed the direct tax laws. This would have enabled a more informed
public debate on the issue and, consequently, placed the government in a much
better position to take the reforms process forward. At a broader level, while the
idea of rationalising individual income tax rates needs to be welcomed, it is important
to note that the government is in a difficult position in terms of revenue collection
and will need to strike a fine balance. A sharp reduction in rates can adversely affect
revenues and further weaken the government’s fiscal position. Most analysts believe
that it will be almost impossible for the government to contain the fiscal deficit
under the target of 3.3 per cent of gross domestic product in the current year. Since
the economy is unlikely to witness a sharp recovery in the near term, revenue col-
lection in the next financial year could also remain under pressure.

The focus should, therefore, be on removing distortions and rationalising
exemptions, along with tax rates, to minimise the impact on revenue mobilisation.
In the July Budget, for instance, the government raised the surcharge for “super-
rich” taxpayers, which further complicated the income tax structure. Such measures
should be avoided. A significant increase in tax rates, even for a small group of indi-
vidual taxpayers, raises the possibility of evasion. While there is no certainty of an
income tax cut translating into more spending as during tough times the tendency
is to save more, a simpler regime with reasonable tax rates can be expected to help
improve compliance and increase the base. Meanwhile, the government should
also work on building institutional capacity in the tax department with better use
of technology to check evasion. This will help improve revenue mobilisation and
reduce the burden on honest taxpayers in a more sustainable manner.

Dope and hope

There are many loopholes in WADA's Russia ban

t first glance, the World Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA’s) dramatic four-

year ban on Russia from participating in major sporting events such as

the 2020 Olympics appears to be an appropriately draconian act following

revelations of a state-sponsored doping programme for its athletes. A
closer inspection, however, suggests that the country could well escape the punitive
intent of the ban with plenty of help from world sporting bodies. The discoveries
that led up to the ban following long months of investigations — chiefly thanks to
information from a whistleblower, a former senior official in the programme —
have been shocking. For instance, for the 2014 Winter Olympics held in Sochi in
southern Russia, the Federal Security Service developed a way to reopen sample
bottles to replace tainted urine samples. Some years before that, athletes were
administered a cocktail of banned performance enhancing drugs in alcohol (appar-
ently to mask their presence).

Going forward, though, the proof of the efficacy of this ban lies in how well it
is enforced. But the escape clauses appear to be ready at hand. Many commen-
tators have pointed out that the ban isn’t “total”. Russian athletes who can prove
that they are “clean” will be allowed to compete in global events in their “individ-
ual” capacity. Thus, for instance, Russia was officially banned from the
Pyeongchang winter games in 2018 but 168 of them competed on this basis. The
team called “Olympic Athletes from Russia” even won Gold in the men’s ice
hockey event. WADA is yet to provide a credible explanation as to how an individual
athlete can be considered distinct from the sports administration of the country
she represents. The Russian football team will be permitted to compete in the
Euro 2020, Russia being one of the 12 host countries for a group stage match and
aquarter-final. The loophole FIFA, world football’s governing body, has exploited
is that the European Championship is a regional, not a global, tournament and,
therefore, outside the purview of the WADA ban. To understand the real reason
for FIFA's unwarranted benevolence, follow the money: Russian oligarchs are big
spenders in European football clubs.

WADA’s partial punishment in the face of incontrovertible evidence offers a
compelling explanation as to why doping remains rampant in world sports — espe-
cially those of the “higher, faster, stronger” variety. The regular breaching of Olympic
records by athletes with unnaturally bulked up muscles generate lingering suspicions
(though some muscle enhancing drugs are legally permitted). Too many leading
sportspeople — from Ben Johnson to Petr Korda and Lance Armstrong to Maria
Sharapova — have been caught in the doping net to allay qualms about the rampant
use of banned performance enhancers in international sports. The fact that many
Indian athletes follow similar regimens is an open secret to anyone who has visited
the training facilities in Patiala; if they escape the noose, it’s largely because they
rarely achieve great success. Though doping was banned only from the late 1960s
(and steroids were banned only in 1991), poor detection methods made it possible
for athletes to evade detection. Steady improvements in technology — such as those
that enable testing older samples — have enabled WADA to tighten the noose. But
such is the power of global corporate money in world sports that the organisation
continues to regulate with as light a hand as feasibly possible. In the long run, such
realism will detract from a vibrant, growing sports business.
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The legitmisation

of vengeance

Instead of promoting the rule of law, the killing of rape suspects
in Hyderabad sets a reprehensible precedent

the Hyderabad Police Kkilling four rape suspects

in an “encounter”, it was reassuring to hear
the Hon’ble Chief Justice of India sounding a note of
caution. While acknowledging the need for swift
and efficient justice, he said: “But I don’t think justice
can ever be or ought to be instant and justice must
never ever take the form of revenge.
I believe justice loses its character of
justice if it becomes revenge.”

Put this alongside the statement
reportedly made by the Telangana
Chief Minister, K Chandrasekhar Rao,
who claimed that the encounter is a
“message for the entire country.” He
justified the encounter Kkilling by
pointing to “pressure for immediate
action”. It was doubtful, he said, if
justice would have been served
through courts since the “Indian

Q midst the vulgar outpouring of accolades for

SHYAM SARAN

central and state governments to “set up authorities
to lay down guidelines for police functioning, eval-
uate police performance, decide postings and trans-
fers and receive complaints of police misconduct.”
These directives remain a dead letter. Politicians
regard the police as instruments of patronage and
for targeting rivals. There has been a steady erosion
of professionalism and a sense of
public service not only among the
police but in the governance sys-
tem in general.

India has one of the lowest
density of police personnel in rela-
tion to its population. The sanc-
tioned strength is 181 per 100,000
but the actual number in place is
137. The UN norm is 222. The qual-
ity of personnel is poor and declin-
ing. In Telangana, where the hor-
rifying rape and Killing occurred,

judicial process will go on forever.”

The Telangana government, far from

distancing itself from this illegal act, publicly took
credit for it even suggesting that the encounter
killing had the sanction of the state political leader-
ship. Even the pretence of this being a case of secu-
rity forces firing in self-defence has been abandoned.
The criminal justice system has to be made more
responsive and policing of our streets must be made
more effective, but to avoid the hard work and
urgent reforms this requires in favour of arbitrary
dispensation of punishment is reprehensible and
dangerous. Those who belittle the criminal justice
system are themselves responsible for its infirmi-
ties. In 2006, the Supreme Court had directed the

Back to squareone ontrade

economic management is under fire. Unfazed,

the mandarins harp on about strong fundamen-
tals. Even if we were to shed our disbelief, the out-
standing question remains: What’s the strategy to
revive the economy? Mere fundamentals will not do
the trick. And, since 2014, nowhere has the absence
of a strategy been more obvious than in external trade.

During 2004-14, there was an overarching strategy
and a policy that underpinned it: Increase economic
integration with the rest of the world, reduce protection
and tariffs, and promote competitive-
ness of industry and exports. Free
trade agreements (FTAs) and com-
prehensive economic partnership
agreements (CEPAs) intertwined
trade and foreign policy objectives.
By 2014, though, somnolence set in.
There has been no semblance of a
strategy, much less any meaningful
policy. Yes, there have been mealy-
mouthed statements and renaming
of export promotion schemes; those
do not a strategy or a policy make.

India’s economy is in trouble and the government’s

RAHUL KHULLAR

the vacancy rate is 26 per cent

against the national rate of 24 per
cent. And political leaders who are screaming the
loudest about protecting our women go around with
a security complement which often run into hun-
dreds. This includes several Members of Parliament
who have cases of rape and murder pending against
them. Should they be subjected to summary justice
on grounds that the “Indian judicial process will go
on forever”?

Instead of improving public security and enforc-
ing laws, public anger is sought to be assuaged by
resorting to deliberate and arbitrary killing of sus-
pects, throwing all legal norms by the wayside. Once
such conduct becomes legitimate through political

was no foreign trade policy, only manna from heaven:
The oil price crash. The sharp contraction in the
trade balance nurtured complacency: External trade
was not a problem. Regrettably, Dutch-disease con-
sequences were not even anticipated. The real
exchange rate appreciated and exports plateaued
without eliciting any policy response.
The Make in India (MII) initiative was fashioned
to increase manufacturing and employment — a
New Deal on manufacturing. Unfortunately, MII
remained a slogan; it neither boosted manufacturing
nor employment. When it was
launched, there were apprehensions
that it was a blast from the past —
| modern-day import substitution.
Sadly, those fears are coming true.
The past few years have witnessed
asteady increase in protection. First
came the minimum import prices
for iron and steel products (2016).
Then followed import duty hikes in
July and September 2018 across a
swathe of products, some clearly to
benefit favoured sons. The July 2019

The numbers tell the story.

Merchandise exports and imports grew at 17.3 per cent
and 19.1 per cent per annum, respectively, during the
decade from 2003-04. The annual growth rates for
the five years since 2013-14 are 0. 9 per cent (exports)
and 2.7 per cent (imports). Trade was expanding till
the setback of the Great Recession; and quantitative
easing helped a bit thereafter. So, good luck or right
strategy at the right time, take your pick.

In contrast, over the past five years, the govern-
ment seems to have just surrendered — hand-wring-
ing about the “adverse” external environment. How
true is that? Exports from Asia grew by 20 per cent
in these five years and some countries did even bet-
ter. Bangladesh’s garment exports grew by 40 per
cent in these five years. In 2018 alone, Malaysia and
Vietnam posted export growth rates of 14 per cent
and 15 per cent, respectively. Truth be told, there

Budget increased tariffs on 75 items
including gold. The objective: To promote domestic
manufacturing!

In short, the strategy to steadily reduce tariffs has
been emphatically reversed. So, even as there has been
no articulation of a foreign trade policy, the underlying
mindset stands revealed. The commerce minister’s
recent statement that the goal was “to curb imports
and hence CAD” is confirmation, if any was needed.

The trade balance and the current account deficit
(CAD) are not merely a function of exchange rates
and fiscal deficits. Domestic distortions and policy
inaction lie behind large CADs (Business Standard,
6 October 2015). Over the last five years, there has
been little action to tackle these policy distortions.
Coal imports in 2018-19 were $26.2 billion, a 60 per
cent increase over 2013-14 levels. Coal accounts for
over 5 per cent of our total imports; domestic coal
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and popular sanction, then the ordinary citizen will
have no defences left. It is argued that in this case
the guilt of the suspects was not in question. Be
that as it may, they should not have been deprived
of their right to life without due process. A danger-
ous precedent is being set, which exposes all the
citizens of this country to the arbitrary violation of
their constitutional rights. Thisis a fit enough case
for the Supreme Court to take suo motu cognisance
and bring to justice those involved in the encounter
killings and the political leaders who self-profess-
edly instigated it.

Popular sentiment and public outrage are cited
to somehow justify recourse to instant and drastic
“justice.” This is opening the door to mob rule.
Responsibility of political leadership lies not in pan-
dering to such popular sentiment but in ensuring
that the law of the land is always upheld. Electoral
victory gives political leadership the privilege of
serving the people of the country in accordance with
both the letter and spirit of the Constitution. Popular
mandate cannot transcend law. There are well-
meaning people who have applauded the encounter
killings because of a genuine sense of outrage and
even frustration. But they need to step back and
reflect that it is precisely those who have failed us
in every aspect of governance who are being given
the authority to deprive citizens of even their right
to life without any legal safeguards whatsoever.

There is a tendency to think that what is being
visited upon a fellow citizen today will never hap-
pen to us, law abiding as we think we are. Until it
happens to us. The shortsightedness of the applause
that greeted the denial of freedoms to our fellow
citizens in Kashmir is depressing. Each such case
sets up precedent for the same being enacted else-
where in the country. National security may require
reasonable restrictions on the enjoyment of fun-
damental rights by citizens, but who determines
what is in the interest of national security and what
are reasonable by way of restrictions? If this is done
arbitrarily by the State, then the door is wide open
to the unscrupulous exercise of power. In recent
cases courts appear to accept that the state may
impose any restrictions it wants on grounds of
national security without spelling them out.
Reference may be made to vague terrorist threats
or apprehensions of breach of law and order. Often
the aim is not to achieve conviction of suspects on
the basis of tangible evidence. The harassment
through the investigation and incarceration process
itself is punishment.

In the lawns of the Supreme Court there is a
bronze sculpture of Mother India sheltering a child.
The latter represents the young Republic of India.
On his lap lies an open book of the laws of the land.
Etched on it is a balance representing equality of
justice. The message is clear: For the young republic
to grow into a proud and enduring democracy, the
child must never stray from the laws of the land.
The protective embrace of the mother will remain
only so long as the laws are respected and observed.

The writer is a former foreign secretary and is currently
senior fellow, CPR

strategy

production barely meets 60 per cent of our require-
ments. Look at the tragedy in higher education. India
now pays $21 billion per annum for overseas educa-
tion — the amount has doubled in less than five
years. The import of electronic items increased by
70 per cent in five years to a whopping $56 billion in
2018-19. Imports of pharma and chemicals have a
similar story.

The unconscionable neglect of exports and the
external sector has impacted competitiveness, pro-
ductivity and gross domestic product growth. Worse
yet, new vulnerabilities are now apparent. First, the
peak trade deficit was $190 billion in 2011-12; in 2018-
19, it was $184 billion, much higher than $136 billion
in 2013-14. Worryingly, the trade balance has deteri-
orated by 70 per cent in just two years. Second, net
oil imports were $101 billion in 2013-14; in 2018-19,
they crossed $94 billion — almost double the level in
2015-16. India is almost back to square one, notwith-
standing the low oil prices. The reprieve in oil prices
has been one more missed opportunity. Third, the
invisibles are also under pressure. Remittances have
grown by 1.5 per cent per annum in the five years
since 2013-14; the corresponding number for net mis-
cellaneous services (think information technology)
is 3.5 per cent. And, the net investment income deficit
has grown by 5.8 per cent per annum in the same five
years; it was a drain of $31 billion in 2018-19. The out-
come: We are now even more dependent on remit-
tances and miscellaneous services to keep the CAD
within manageable limits.

The exit from the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership has received extensive cover-
age. However, the government seems to be making a
virtue of what was a necessity. No foreign trade strat-
egy or policy to speak of; little by way of corrective
action to address domestic policy distortions; a back-
to-the-past revealed preference. Any surprise that we
could not sign up? Houston, we have a problem.

Thewriter is a former commerce secretary,
Government of India

Rebalancing nature
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BOOK REVIEW

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

Atatimewhen global leadersare denying
climate change even asthe world reels
under the impact of extreme weather
phenomenaand gloomy predictions that
30-50 per cent of all species today might be
extinct by mid-century, the blurb of Bahar
Dutt’s Rewilding: India’s Experiments with
Saving Nature, promisesthatrare
commodity — hope forthe planet. The
award-winningenvironmentjournalist
hastravelled across the countrytosee

protectand rewild these species and their
habitats. Insodoing, she hasdocumented
India’suphill battle tosave notjust its
animalsbutitswild spacestoo.
Rewildingis, simply put, the
restoration of environmentsto their
naturalstate. It has four cornerstones —
protectingthe core, restoring wildlife
corridors, reintroducing carnivores at the
topofthe food chain and nurturing
keystonespecies. These are species that
interact with their habitat in so many ways
that their absence would significantly alter
it. Thefirstquestion that Ms Dutt posesis
whether rewildingis even possiblein
India, with its diversity of people, animals
and habitats existingtogether, asshe puts
it, like atossed salad. To answer it, she
documents casesacross India, where
rewildinghasworked, atleastin part.
Whatemerges throughout thebookisn’t

dugongs, olive ridley turtles, pygmy hogs
and otherendangered creaturesto assess
theefficacy of the effortsto conserve,

justthat these conservation efforts have
worked —but how fragile they are. Their
continued successrestsin the handsofthe

government, often clashing with its
development imperative to build more
dams, mines, roads and waterways.
Ofthese, the most strikingis the story
of theturtle hatchery in Varanasi, which
wasdeveloped in the1980sunder the
GangaAction Plan. Today, this hatchery,
whichhas
provided asafe
haven for species
suchasthe
Indiansoftshell
turtleand Indian
flapshelled turtle
aswellasthe
critically
endangered
Gangetic
dolphin, facesan
uncertain future.
Acentral
government proposal todenotifyitasa
sanctuary wasissued in 2018 to make way
for developing awaterway on the Ganges.
Ironically, merely two days after the state
governmentissued the order, Prime
Minister Modi received the UN
Environment Champions ofthe Earth

award for his “exemplary action on climate
change and sustainable development”.
Thestoryofthe conservationand
rewilding ofthe mahaseerisalso
interestingasitisarareinstance ofa
corporate working towards the
conservation ofalesser-known species.

Shealsoexaminesthe
REWILDING: effortstowardsthe
India's conservation of
Experimentsin  pygmyhogsandone-
Saving Nature horned rhinosin
Author: Bahar Manas National Park,
Dutt Assam,which
remainsahotbed of
Publisher:0xfor insurgency.
d University Press Consequently,
. thesetalesdon’tevoke
Pa.ges. 2 the hopethat
Price: 3750 Rewilding’sblurb

promises. Instead,
beingthe good journalist that sheis, Ms
Duttdiscloses thatwhile the Tatas were
remarkably successfulin hatching
mahaseer eggsand transportingthemin
moist cotton wool across the country with
amortality rate of barely 1.5 per cent, they
have donelittleto protect the mahaseerin

from the park. Ms Dutt muses that
perhapsiftheyhad been encouraged to
plant treesalongthe boundary, locals
could have had a continuous source of fuel
aswell asarelationship with the wild.
Perhaps the most disheartening aspect
of India’srewildingjourneyisthatthe
newly rewilded spacesare always goingto
bevulnerabletodestruction. The
proposed plantolinkthe rivers Ken and
Betwaisanexample. First, the
governmentand NGOsworked forovera
decadetorewild thisjungle, even
successfully reintroducingtigersintoit.
Today, ifthe plantolinkthe tworiversis
carried out, it would entail submerging
thisentiretract of forest. Similarly, a
successful citizens’ movement torewild a
portion of Delhi/Gurgaon existsunder
constant threat. The citizensgroup has
already foiled the government’s planto
build ahighway through the Aravalli
Biodiversity Park once. Buteven today, the
fate of the park depends upon the whims
ofthe government and the resolve of its

thewild. Further, by stocking several
hundred thousand fingerlings of the blue-
finned mahaseer into the Cauvery without
establishingabaseline countofthe
endemic hump-backed mahaseer, their
rewildingeffort may be one of the reasons
forthe catastrophicdeclineinthe
humpback population. The question
arises, ifrewilding can upset the delicate
balance in which nature hangs, should it
bedoneatall? Ms Dutt does not provide
anyanswers.

Sheis, however, spotonin criticising
wildlife conservation projectsinIndia
which often tend toexcludelocal
communities. Forexample, the
governmentset up residential schools for
girlsfrom the Pardhi tribe, traditionally
the poachers of PannaNational Parkin
MP. However, they weren't given any
vocational training, and most returned
home after years of living away, proverbial
fishes out of water. Similarly, some villages
bordering Manas National Park were given
smokelessstovestoreduce people’s

dependence on firewood. The stoves
stopped workingafter awhile, the people
returned to foraging forwood illegally

citizen protectors. Thesestories, instead of
evoking optimism, may prompt the reader
towonderifrewildingisevenworthit.
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The Great
Letdown

It could get far worse before it gets better. And, even then, whether
India will be able to create the number of jobs needed is in doubt

HE SENSE OF anticipation so palpable in India Inc ahead of the 2014 elec-

tions has altogether dissipated; businessmen today are stressed and dis-

tressed. They may not betray their feelings, but they are feeling betrayed.

When an industrialist of the stature of Kumar Mangalam Birla says Voda-
fone-Idea will shut shop because there is no point throwing good money after bad,
we are in trouble. Narendra Modi’s NDA government had promised them and their
fellow countrymen achhe din; instead, after six quarters of a decelerating economy,
partly due to a debilitating blow from demonetisation, there is no sign of relief. The
data and trends are chilling: consumer spending is stagnating, little freight is being
ferried,factories are running at sub-optimal capacities,road construction is stalling,
credit growth is crawling.And, consumer sentiment is the weakest in a decade. Retail
sales of commercial vehicles—a proxy for the economy—fell 8.6% year-on-year (y-o-
y)in November on the back of a 23%y-o-y plunge in October.And, that is in addition
toayear of flagging sales.

Given nearly 64% of the slowdown has been driven by industry—mainly manu-
facturing—India’s aspirational electorate should brace for more job losses.If top class
companies like Vodafone-Idea are forced to think of shutting down, corporate India
mustbein dire straits. Profits before tax plummeted 74%y-o0-yin Q2FY20 fora sam-
ple of close to 2,600 companies as revenues fell 3% y-o-y.

The government’s finances are not doing any better, though, with tax collections
for 2019-20 slowing drastically. Rather than taking it on the chin, however, the Cen-
tre is delaying states their rightful dues. Meanwhile, the government continues to
tweet one new target a day. From doubling farm incomes to raising the share of man-
ufacturing in GDPto getting toa $5-trillion economy, there is no shortage of targets.

To be sure, the NDA inherited an economy that was in a shambles, a near-empty
exchequer, a twin-balance-sheet problem,and a high CAD. Also, no economy recov-
ers quickly from a twin balance sheet crisis, especially with a third crisis—NBFC—
joining in. But, it could have been handled a lot better. Demonetisation was a bad
move; the smarter way to get to tax-evaders is through better surveillance and digi-
tisation.Reform has been neglected in a key area like agriculture,as seen in the com-
plete collapse of food prices and a ruined rural
economy.That the government was compelled
toroll outadole-like scheme for farmers before
the elections is evidence of this. Worryingly,
wage growth foragricultural labourers slipped
to a four-quarter low in Q2FY20, falling @ 18,
sharply from 5% in July toapparently negative | 14|
territoryin September.The growthinruralagri = 10|
wages,a good proxy for consumption demand,
slipped from 6.1% in Q4FY19 to 5.4% in
Q1FY20, and furtherto 4% in Q2FY20. Third,
the government failed to reform personal
income taxes. Had the slabs and rates been
altered to make it more equitable, with all
exemptions withdrawn, it would have made for
a cleaner structure. Also, the government
needed to track professionals—doctors and
lawyers—who accept fees in cash and conve-
niently fail to disclose their real earnings. Net
direct tax collections between April and
November are up an anaemic 1.6% y-o-y,and |
the impact of the cut in the corporation tax Ql 2016 Q3 2019
rates is yetto be seen. That was prObably the Source: CEIC and Nomura Global Economics
worst measure of all because all it did was to
further enrich the richest companies, most of
whomwill not invest in new plants, fora revenue loss of close to ¥1.5 lakh crore. For-
eign investment will take its time because it is not enough to have a low tax rate. In
the absence of betterlabourlaws and ease of doing business, global corporations will
be wary of stepping into India. So far, the Make in India scheme has yielded little.

The economy is slipping fast.The 16-yearlowin nominal growth seenin Q2FY20
could see bankers reassess credit and turn even more cautious. Today, the govern-
ment is asking banks tolend.The point is, if there was demand for credit from sound
borrowers, why wouldn’t banks lend? The SBI chairman rightly pointed out there is
no demand for corporate credit. With revenues weak, the government will be forced
to cut back on expenditure, and if GST rates are hiked, consumers will spend less.
Reflating meaningfully, in the near term, is difficult without fiscal slippage; also
reformswill require political will—for instance, tighterlabour laws,and some U-turns
on FDI in multi-brand retail. Above all, the government must convince business it
will ensure alevel-playing field in all industries,and that there will be no biased reg-
ulation. None of this is difficult because this government has a strong mandate; as
we saw, the abysmal state of the economy made no difference to voters in the elec-
tions. But,by 2026, 88% of the population will be below the age of 60, 78% will be
belowtheage of 50,and a good 65% will be below 40 years. Rather than debate about
whether the slowdown is cyclical or structural, the government’s advisors need to
come upwith ideas to find jobs for the 12 million youngsters entering the workforce
eachyear.An aspirational society is an impatient society. Even more so,when it is so
young,and getting younger.

ChartingDEVELOPMENT

India improves, moves up one spot in HDI. However, it must
plan for new challenges to human development

Rural wages
(growth, % y-o-y)
Agri

Non-agri
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NDIARANKS 129 among 189 countries on the 2019 human development index

(HDI). As per the UN's HDI 2019 report, India's score improved from 0.431 to

0.647,movingituparank from 2017’s 130th.In the last three decades, India’s

life expectancy at birth increased by 11.6 years, average schooling years by 3.5
years,and per capitaincome by 250 times.India did poorly in comparison to Sri Lanka
(71) and China (85), but did better than countries like Pakistan (152), Bangladesh
(135), Bhutan (134), Myanmar (145), and Afghanistan (170). South Asia was the
fastest growing region in terms of human development—46% growth over the
period 1990-2018.

The report highlights that, in terms of inequality-adjusted HDI or IHDI, India’s
rank drops to 130.IHDI highlights the percentage loss in HDI due to inequalities.
This drop cost India, for the purpose of calculating the score, half the progress made
inthe past 30 years.The reportalso brings to the fore gender-based inequality—India
ranks 122 out of 162 in the gender inequality index. HDI also captures multidi-
mensional poverty.India should take heed of what the report highlights in terms of
areas needing improvement—inequality due to technologyand climate change,and
genderinequality. Meanwhile,India has set ambitious goals for universal healthcare
and child nutrition. India has 28% of the world’s poor even after lifting 271 million
people out of poverty between 2005-15. Surely, it has a long way to go before it
matches the HDI standards in developed world, but past efforts have yielded grad-
ual progress. Policy makers must focus on proper implementation, if they are to
deliver the kind of progress expected from a country targeting to become a $5-tril-
lion economy in the next half-decade.The report warns that in the coming decades,
technological changes, climate change,and skilling gaps will contribute to increase
in poverty. Therefore, as India aspires to improve on conventional parameters, it
needs to brace for the new-age variables that will hinder human development.

Opinion

Bl SENT MARKETS into a
shock by deciding not to
cut the policy rate last
week. Overturning con-
sensus expectations of fur-
thereasing, the central bankslashed the
FY20 growth forecast by 110 basis
points to 5%, which was commonly
anticipated. On the other side, the cen-
tralbankrevised upitsinflation forecast
for H2FY20 by 1-1.6 percentage points
t04.7-5.1%; H1FY21 inflation forecast
was scaled up 20-40basis pointsto 3.8-
4%.The unanimous decision to pause
while staying accommodative was even
more surprising in light of the assess-
ment that the food price push to head-
line inflation was transitory—at least
one or two dovish members could have
been expected to press seeing through
the temporary shock, given the steep
downgrade of growth.

At the post-policy media interac-
tion, the RBI Governor was asked pre-
cisely why, if the food price spike was
short-lived, the MPC did not chose to
override and ease more when growth
had slipped so low. Acknowledging
such a case, the Governor alluded to
core inflation that was currently
expected to remain under 4%, but on
whose evolution the MPC wanted more
claritywith regard to certain decisions,
like telecom tariff and other things that
may play out, including any counter-
cyclical fiscal measures in the forth-
coming budget. The Governor also
pointed out the primary objective of an
inflation targeting central bankis price
stability,while dueweightage hasbeen
assigned to growth. Executive Director
and MPC member Dr MD Patra elabo-
rated some more on this, flagging addi-
tions to core inflation from price
increases in some of its components
such as transportation, health, and
education,besides the possible telecom
tariff impact.

From a macro diagnostic point of
view, however, the central bank's big-
gerworries may be potential fiscal slip-
pages, and the persistent overhang of
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¢ QUESTIONABLE STANCE

Chief minister of Maharashtra, Uddhav Thackeray

We have asked many questions... ranging from
national security to the rights of locals in various

states of India. If these queries are not answered, we

ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN

ATYPICAL DYNAMICS OF HIGH INFLATION AND WEAKENING DEMAND, WITH OTHER GROW TH
DRIVERS FIZZLING OUT, COULD CLOSE THE MONETARY SPACE AVAILABLE TO THE MPC

The return of

inflation fears
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surplusliquidityin the system,arecipe
for triggering inflation. The sharp rise
in bond yields following the post-pol-
icyannouncement sent out the unam-
biguous signal.

Inflationary expectations

overlooked

Curiously, the central bank did not
sufficiently press upon the crucial link
of households’ inflation expectations,
which adapt to food prices in India and
are the bridge of transmission to core
inflation. In turn, core inflation can
potentially spillover into generalised
inflation if second-round effects take
hold. The written MPC statement
detailed that households’ inflation
expectation rose 120 basis points over
the three-month ahead horizon while
theincreasewasahefty 180 basis points
over the one-year ahead horizon in
November.Thisrise occurred ontopofa
pick-up two months earlier, in Septem-
ber, when inflation expectations had
increased 40 and 20 basis points respec-
tively, over the July round. In the four
months to November, three-month
ahead inflation expectations of house-
holds zoomed from 7.6% to 9.2%,and
those over the one-year ahead horizon
jumped from 7.9% to 9.9%!

This, perhaps, is the key reason for
the MPC’s unanimous decision to
pause,its preference towatch how core
inflation unfolds ahead, and to be sure
of the inflation forecasts. However, an
open apprehension of the possibility of
such a scenario in an environment of
sliding demand would be an unex-
plainable oddity, which could trigger a
further slide in negative sentiments.

On a collection course

The solution to shore up
revenues does not lie in
amending liberal provisions
and depriving GST of its
progressive character

THE GST COUNCIL is scheduled to
meet on December 18 with theagenda
to arrest falling collections. The short-
fall in revenues is impacting compen-
sation to the states,and the unrest is
palpable.The debate has changed from
inflated and bogus input tax credit
claims and non-filing of returns to
addressing inefficiencies in the rate
structure. Suggestions in public
domain include increase in the lowest
slab of 5% to 6%, and levy of compen-
sation cess on some of the goods
attracting 18% rate. Cess is presently
confined to items that fall in the 28%
category. To avoid a major disruption,
converging 12% and 189% rate into
15% or 16% rate is not on the agenda.
However, shifting some items from
129% slab to 18% rate is being dis-
cussed. An increase in the rate for sin
goods is also doing the rounds.

Tax revenues cannot be divorced
from the state of economy and dip in
consumption. In the pre-GST regime,
taxable event was manufacture forlevy
of excise duty, sale for applicability of
VAT and provision of services for pay-
ment of service tax. But in GST, supply
of goods or services is a taxable event.
Therefore, mere production does not
attract any levy and does not con-
tribute to revenue for the exchequer
unless the goods are supplied. In the
intermediate stages, input tax credit
neutralises tax revenue accruing tothe
government. Cause and effect of sub-
dued consumption, thus, should be
taken into account when the finance
ministers meet for the GST council.

Lower collections from compensa-
tion cessis attributed to the slowdown
in the auto sector—a major segment
attracting cess. To reduce dependence
on one or two sectors, the council
should give serious thought tolevy cess
on certain non-essential items under
18% slab. Beauty and cosmetic prepa-
rations, marble and articles of plastics

canattractadditional cess.The tax inci-
dence on most of these goods in the
pre-GST regime was around 27%.
Pruning of items resulted in several
goods coming under 18% rate without
eminent rationale. Hence, revisiting
the items covered under 18% slab is
sine qua non at this juncture.

E-way bill system has been imple-
mented successfully.This should have
hadrestraining influence on supply of
goodswithout invoice. Recentlyintro-
duced restriction of limiting input tax
credit to the extent of 20% where
invoice details have not been reported
by suppliers in their outward supply
return is a welcome step. Proposed e-
invoicing for large taxpayers from
next year will give further impetus to
such measures. Although these are
intended to plug revenue leakage,
they are not capable of significantly
altering revenues.

Evasion is perceived as alarmingly
high and is cited as a major cause for
depressed collections. Revenue pro-
jections as contained in Budget docu-
ments take into account loss on
account of tax incentives, but do not
account for loss due to frauds. Non-
implementation of invoice matching
for input tax credit is a major lacuna.
For decades, manufacturers were
availing Cenvat credit without any
matching of invoices. Pre-GST period
also had a fair share of evasions, but
were not the focus of discussions of
tax shortfall.

The rate of growth in VAT collec-
tions during the period before imple-
mentation (2001-02 to 2004-05) was
around 10%.This figureroseto 15%to
20% from 2008-09 onwards—three
years after nation-wide roll-out of VAT.
New taxlawneeds some time forall the
stake-holders toreorient themselves.A
grand reform of the magnitude of GST
cannot be judged by tax collections
during the initial years. Frequent

Hunt for revenues

could be the trigger

While the central bank and the mar-
ket are worried about large fiscal slip-
pages givenanaemicrevenue collections
until now, the trigger could come from
raising tax rates. Press reports suggest
the GST Council contemplates signifi-
cantratehikesacrossslabs.
Thetelecom tariff decision
is but one example RBI
spoke of. There could be
others. Most arise from a
frantic revenue hunt by
the government, which
facesamounting deficitas
collected taxes fall. Tele-
com firms revised tax lia-
bilities,afteracourtruling
prompted theirtariff hike,
and other affected firms
could respond similarly,
e.g., GAIL may have no
choice but to raise gas

prices. Sliding GST collec-  ———

tions have pressed the gov-
ernment to review tax and compensa-
tion cess rates, inclusion of exempt
items, etc, to augment revenues. One
needs to watch out if the states follow
suitand revisit VAT rates, e.g.,on fuels,as
they, too, face revenue pressures and
havebeen compressing capital expendi-
tures. Some signs of revenue triggers to
prices are visible amongst private firms
aswell; forexample,auto manufacturers
have announced hikes in January 2020
even though pricing power is absent
amidstweakening demand,and produc-
tion cuts continue in some pockets.
Typically, tax increases are one-off,
and not considered inflationarybecause
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changesinratesand returns have been
made more out of necessity.But, stabil-
ity and certainty have suffered in this
process. The council is required to do
the fine balancingact of providing sta-
bility even while being responsive and
adaptable.

Stagnant industry also means pile
up of inventory of raw materials.
Quantum of tax credit lying
unutilised will be more, resulting in
lesser or no cash payment for taxes on
output supplies.This effectively dents
the net tax revenues of the govern-
ment. In the pre-GST regime, refund
of accumulated input tax credit due to
inverted tax structure was not avail-
able. GST law has specific provision for
refund in such cases. Except goods or
services used in construction of
immovable property and a small neg-
ative list, GST law allows tax credit on
everything used for business. Such
factors put together do affect tax col-
lections. The solution to shore up rev-
enues does not lie in amending such
liberal provisions depriving GST of its
progressive character.

Increase in limits for threshold
exemption and composition scheme
may not have had substantial impact
on revenues, but the base has shrunk
tosome extent.Lack of clarity on com-
posite supplies, intra-company sup-
port services, post-sale discounts, lig-
uidated damages, anti-profiteering
provisions coupled with issues like
restriction on input tax credit for sec-
tors like real estate and hotels and
attempt to cover BPOs and ITES sector
under intermediary service compel
taxpayers toadopt aggressive position.
Issues affecting several sectors need to
be addressed before the taxpayers are
convinced of the interpretation
adopted by the tax administration.
Revenue gets blocked in such grey
areas only tobe further choked in long-
winding litigation.

[ — —— |
While the central
bank and the with
market are worried
about large fiscal
slippages given
anaemic revenue
collections until
now, the trigger
could come from
raising tax rates

won't be supporting the CAB in the Rajya Sabha

of a one-time increase in costs. Central
banks look through these and RBI has
donethesameinthe past.But,inan envi-
ronment of rising inflation expectations,
the fear of a price spiral build-up is per-
hapswhat RBIwould carefullywatch for.
Then,although food inflation may come
off as expected, supply management
could fail to contain anticipated and/or
unanticipated shocks as happened
recently. There is also the enormous lig-
uidity overhang on the monetaryside,a
potentialignition tothe cocktail of latent
cost-tax pressures in a revenue-con-
strained economy. Further monetary
easing in such uncertain macroeco-
nomicsettings could also createanother
round of credibility issues for RBI,which
grappled with overpredic-
tions of inflation one year
ago, and, in the current
year, has been caught out
overpredicted
growth. The Governor’s
emphasis on gaining clar-
ityontheinflation outlook
could be driven by these
apprehensions and the
reason fora pause.

The return of inflation
fears couldn’t have come
at a worse time. Growth
hassteeplydeclined forsix
successive quarters as the
economy hasbeen passing

through a phase of sharp
demand contraction. Raising taxes at
such a juncture could further compress
demand and hurt consumer sentiment.
Ironically, these taxes,if raised beyond a
critical level, could push up core infla-
tion,resulting in stagflation.Anatypical
dynamics of high inflationand progres-
sive weakening of demand is a macro-
economic challenge, especially when
other growth drivers, viz. government
spending, private investment, and net
exports haveall fizzled out,leavingalone
monetary policy. If such a dynamics
does come about, it could close the
remaining monetary space that the
MPCassured of in the policy review.

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR
Need for CAB & NRC

The home minister must be
appreciated for having explained at
length, the need for a Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB), and also the
differences between CAB and NRC.
The honourable minister is correct to
state that ever since the religion-
based partition at the time of
independence, there has been a
continued influx of people within the
India. An initiative, such as the NRC, is
necessary to track the true count of
citizens and preserve the solidarity
and national security. While the
identification and deportation of
anti-nationals is important, it is
equally essential for the sovereign to
retain its international image and
good will too. The CAB, only
respects the constitutional values of
the three neighbouring countries,
and promises to safeguard the long-
term interests of permitted refugees,
already living in the sovereign. It also
happens to be in line with the earlier
agreements, wherein the sovereign
accepts the responsibility of minor
communities within the three
adjoining countries. The step also
sends a strong message to
international forums and highlights
the value, that nations are expected
to keep their promises by being
compassionate towards not only the
residing majority but also the
minority communities. Leaders must
recognise the political intent,
rationale and the potential of a bill to
serve the larger national interest,
before acting in a premature manner
or resorting to an unduly critical and
non-constructive approach. The
regime has assured time and again,
that existing residents are not
impacted by the CAB, and therefore,
needn't be anxious. Further, a nation-
wide exercise in the form of NRC,
especially in a vast geography and
varied demography, with a sole
purpose to track and record the
details of valid citizens residing in
each state, and thus, segregate the
illegal immigrants, sounds fair

and logical.

— Girish Lalwani, Delhi
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RECORD CAFE:

RS SODHI, MD, GCMMF (AMUL)

Dairy is

ivelihood In
India, not
merely trade

India opted out of the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
negotiations last month, citing possible
adverse impact on its 100 million dairy
farmers. RS Sodhi, managing director,
Gujarat Cooperative Mille Marketing Fed-
eration (GCMMEF), popularly known as
Amul, spoke to Sandip Das, senior consul-
tant with ICRIER, on the issues that will be
faced by the Indian dairy industry post-
RCEP. “Those countries that demanded
reduction of import duties by India on
dairy products have not allowed uninter-
rupted flow of labour across RCEPmember

HEYEAR 2019 turned outtobe
a golden year for the 450-odd
registered agriculture-technol-
ogy start-ups,as theywitnessed
a growth rate of 25% (Nass-
com, 2019). Also, these start-ups, in the
Industry 4.0 era, are reported to have
received §248 million funding in a six-
month period of 2019, which is 300%
surge in total funding compared to 2018.

Itisimportant to discuss whyagri-tech
start-ups have received considerable
attention of technology developers,
investorsand agribusiness firms? And how
tointegrate them into the value chain?

We know that the Indian agricultural
ecosystem is thickly populated by small-
holders and driven by informality in the
domestic markets, and lack of scalability,
traceability, transparency in agri-value
chainshas madeagribusinessless trusted,
ill-governed and less remunerative to
farmersand/or processors.Hence,an end-
to-end technology-enabled architecture is
necessary to integrate the value chains
spanning production, processing and dis-
tribution. To this end, agri/dairy-tech
start-ups have gained salience because
technology innovations brought out by
these start-upsaim to capture oraugment
values in every possible “node” of the
chain,and enhance chain traceability and
efficiency through smart contract
between multiple stakeholders.

Digital technology start-ups have
unleashed their potential in improving
crop production systems, optimising util-
isation of critical resources, enhancing

financ i“ ep.. in

states,” he says. Excerpts:

What are key issues you thought India
might have considered before it with-
drew from RCEP negotiations?

RCEP is a trade agreement. You have
to separate issues associated with trade
and livelihood. Dairy and agriculture are
livelihood issues in India.Those countries
that demanded reduction of import
duties by India on dairy products have
notallowed uninterrupted flow of labour
across RCEP member states. If RCEP
wants to include agriculture or dairy in

PORTRAIT: SHYAM KUMAR PRASAD

trade negotiations, it must first include
free flow of manpower resources across
countries. In India, around 50% of the
population depends upon the agriculture
sector for sustenance.

Any country’s economy consists of
three things: capital, natural resources
and manpower.Ifyouwanttohaveafree
trade agreement, allow free flow of
labour. All RCEP countries want to have
things that are their strength. We are
strong in our manpower resources, so
allow unrestricted flow of manpower. If
youwant to exportagricultural products
tous, pleaseallow exports of agricultural
labour. In India, trade comes after the
government has provided livelihood
opportunities to its people. Without tak-
ing care of livelihood of
people, how can you get
into trade?

In addition,let them
(New Zealand and Aus-
tralia, milk-surplus coun-
tries) come here and
invest. We will even pro-
vide support and facili-
tate their presence.

Let milk-surplus countries
like New Zealand and
Australia come and invest
in the Indian dairy sector,
rather than seeking

for example, Fonterra (New Zealand’s
multinational dairy cooperative).
Fonterra has only around 10,000 farm-
ers as members, and it’s a business for
them. The purposes of dairy cooperative
in India and New Zealand are different.
We are aiming at opening up the dairy
sector, although India is not deficit (in
terms of milk production) and countries
that are importing right now and mem-
bers of RCEP are not allowing India to
export tothem.RCEPwasan unfair trade
negotiation. Indian negotiators should
have been brought these unfair trade
practices during RCEP negotiations.

How do you anticipate the growth and
development of the Indian dairy sector
inthe next decade?

The total value of the dairy products
market is estimated at ¥7 lakh crore.
Overall, the dairy sectoriswitnessing 5%
growth annually. The organised sector is
growing at 12-13% annually. Nowhere
in theworld the dairyindustryis growing
like in India. The reason is simple: As
India moves from a carbohydrate-con-
suming country to more protein-con-
sumption nation because of rising dis-
posable incomes, the demand for dairy
products is going to rise further. Milk is
considered as the best form of protein.
There has been wide diversification in
varieties of products. There is a large
number of private sector players who
have entered the market. At present, the
farm gate price of milkis 40% more than
in the previous year. Cow milk price last
year at this point of timewas ¥18-21 per
litre, while today it is ¥30-33 per litre.
Over the last few years we were able to
exportas global prices were low. However,
we paid prices to farmers that were unvi-
able.Now,viability is there. Now, the flush
season has started.

What are the expansion plans of the
GCMMF?

Weare setting up processing plantsin
Kolkata,and have already entered Guwa-
hati, Siliguri and other places like
Varanasi. Annually, we invest ¥600-800
crore for expansion of our processing
facilities. This year (2019-20), we will
achieve 340,000 crore turnover.Another
312,000 crore turnover we will achieve
through the Amul brand (which is not
reflected in the GCMMF balance sheet).
Gujarat district unions sell products
directly in the state, in Banas, Surat, etc,
and it does not reflectinthe GCMMFbal-
ance sheet. We will be more than a
X¥52,000 crore turnover enterprise by
FY20.In fact,wewill be the biggest Indian
FMCG brand.

What has been GCMMF’s strategy for
the Indian market? You also pay differ-
ential prices for milk procurement
from farmers in Gujarat, Rajasthan,

Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh...
We provide best qual-

ityatanaffordable price,
and are a trustworthy
brand. People have blind
fate in the brand. We pay
more to farmers com-
pared to other coopera-
tives in the country. We

reduction in import duties have to pay farmers the

Post-RCEP, how do you
see the domestic dairy
industry responding to
the need for improving
efficiency in the milk
value chain?

Organised dairy sector has become
efficient in the last decade. When we are
talking of manufacturing industry, you
have to deal with thelevel of automation;
inIndia, providing employmentisa crit-
ical aspect. Like in textiles,a manufac-
turing unit that is fullyautomated will be
more efficient than, say, a power loom
that provides employment opportuni-
ties. More than 100 million families are
dependent on dairy sectorin India. What
are the alternatives you are providing to
these families before opening up the
dairy sector? Small dairy farms that are
not fullyautomated can’t compete with,

Scaling up Indian
agri-tech start-ups

How to build scalable and systemic
solutions for agricultural value chains

The author is assistant professor, IIM Lucknow, associated with the
Center for Food & Agribusiness Management. Views are personal

traceability in food supply chains, and
improving transparency in transactions.
Forexample,the “food print”product pro-
moted by Jivabhumi is a produce-based
aggregation and food traceability solution
working for integrated agriculture devel-
opment in Karnataka.

In parallel, Samudra Network offers
digitisation services for farmer producer
organisations using mobile applications
and dashboard. In addition, it provides
agricultural market network to connect-
ing farmer producer organisations with
wholesale buyers,agri-finance companies,
input suppliers, and logistics via market

DEY

linkages. Farmer Connect, a blockchain-
based app, helps improve traceability for
coffeevalue chain in Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

Anumber of start-ups are into the busi-
ness-to-consumer (B2C) segment also. For
example, AgroStar provides crop produc-
tion solutions to farmers through a missed
call orviaitsapp-based service,apart from
purchasing of critical inputs and farm
implements. However, the factis that most
of these start-upsareyet to showcase scal-
able and time-tested solutions.

So,a key question arises,as after 2015,
start-upsare yet to consolidate their busi-

on dairy through RCEP

market price, wherever
we procure milk. We are,
at present, paying more
to  farmers  from
Rajasthan and Punjab
compared to Gujarat farmers for milk
procurement.It’s all market-driven. Even
in Gujarat, all the district unions do not
provide uniform prices for milk procure-
ment to farmers.

How do you visualise the Indian dairy
sector, say,aftera decade?

India’s organised dairy sector, which
iscurrently estimated at ¥1.8 lakh crore,
isexpected toreach asize of X6 lakh crore
in 10 years. The organised sector
(includes cooperatives and private play-
ers) is, at present, procuring 90 million
litres of milk, which is expected to
increase to 300 million litres in 10 years.

ness. How to sustain their operations and
integrate them into agri-value chains?

Here, we can draw insights from the
Nasscom 2019 report that has important
policy implications.

First, especially for agri/dairy-tech
start-ups, business-to-business (B2B) is
emerging as a revenue-generating seg-
mentrelative to B2C and, thus, these start-
ups need to partner with corporates and
government agencies for value creation
and appropriation. Some of these have
already marked their footprints in
employment rationalisation (EM3, Gold-
farm),stakeholder empowerment (Samu-
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@® ONION TEARS

A symptom of

larger malaise

MURLIDHARAN

The authoris a CA, and a veteran columnist on
taxation, finance, business and commercial laws

We must try and replicate the Amul
model of producers’ cooperatives on the
larger agricultural front, too

HATTHE PRICE of onions in manyretail markets
across India has soared to an unbelievable 150
perkgis,indeed,a matterfor concern. However, it
also comes across as a symptom of the larger
malaise of neglecting agriculture and irrigation
sector by successive governments over the decades. In fact,
economically-developed nations have progressed from agri-
cultural growth to manufacturing, before preening with
prideasaservices economy.But India bucked this trend to its
owndetrimentinhindsight.In 2018-19,the services sector
accounted for 54.4% of GDP.Industry contributed 29.73%,
while agriculture and allied sector accounted for 15.87%.
With some foresight, however, we could have consciously
followed the time-tested template of the developed nations.
Thelopsided nature of India’s growth story—60% of the
population contributing to 15.87% of GDP—should have
sounded warning bells. But our policymakers believe in fire-
fighting—reacting onlywhen a crisis blows on our face.This
explains the import of onions from Egypt to douse the
flames of relentless price rise on the back of excessive rains
playing havoc with the crop. We took a cue from the US and
built oil reserves. Oil captured our policymakers’ imagina-
tion because we are import-dependent, whereas onion was
glossed over, because in normal times we have had enough
of it to feed our population.In any case, our public distribu-
tion system,with the FCI asitslinchpin, has always mistaken
food for cereals—namely rice, wheat and sugar. Not much
attention has been paid to
pulses and vegetables, which,
byarough reckoning,form half
of the common man’s plate.
For storing vegetables and
fruits, an efficient and con-
nected cold storage system is a
prerequisite, which, alas, fig-
ures in the government calcu-

Less than 10% of
the total food
produced in India is
processed into
value-added

lus only at the time of annual

prOdU?ts' The US Budget presentation by way of
and China process  (3x sops for setting up and
65% and 23% of  operating this infrastructure.
their produce, That 40% of Himachal apples
respectively are lost to elements is a well-

known fact. According to the
ministry of food processing
industries, the annual post-
harvest losses account for $1.5 billion (392,000 crore). And
yet we haven’t addressed the issue on a war-footing. Along
with cold storage to carry perishables like onions from sea-
son to season and from place to place,we also need food pro-
cessing industries to take roots, near production centres or
along the cold chain route. Less than 10% of the total food
produced in India is processed into value-added products.
In comparison, the US and China process 65% and 23% of
their produce, respectively. No wonder, then, that in the US
fruit juice is more affordable than fruits!

Both these industries can turn out to be a very large
employment providers in the hinterland,and thiswould, at
once, also arrest the mindless migration to urban areas by
the rural folks. So, let us not view the current onion crisis in
isolation. It might have erupted due to the problem of plenty
(heavy rains), but no one can quarrel with the elements. Let
us not blame the rains for our own monumental neglect of
the agrarian and allied economy over the decades. We must
apply all our efforts towards addressing agricultural and
rural distress. Usher in corporate farming without compro-
mising the interests of the landowners and farmers. Let the
landowners be paid lease rental for, say, 99 years,and farm-
ers be guaranteed employment as well as share of profits
through stock offers.Only corporates can take a holisticview
of agriculture, cold storage and food processing unless we
are fortunate to replicate the AMUL model of producers’
cooperatives on the larger agricultural front, too.

Agriculture,clearly,isn’t getting the attention it deserves
because,unlike IT, it is not glamorous.But anation that con-
demns its agriculture to nature has no salvation.

dra Network, Farmsurge), supply chain
integration (Yuktix, AgroStar), processing
and exports (Jivabhumi), resource utilisa-
tion (KisanRaja),and digital infrastructure
(FarMart, Gramcover).

Second, public-private partnership
(PPP) in agricultural value chains is gain-
ing ground for start-ups as they can bene-
fit to private as well as public sector
through formalising value chain finance,
improving decision-making, streamlining
direct benefit transfer or subsidies,access-
inglarge markets and so on.

Third, fund-raising remains a chal-
lenge as start-ups require a few critical

years towithstand the test of time.Impact
investors can, therefore, come forward to
enable performing start-upsachieve their
scalability and viability in value chain
businesses. There is a silver-lining for
fund-raising as agri-tech-focused Indian
investor fund, Omnivore Partners, raised
$97 million in 2019 from companies
based in the UK, Switzerland, the Nether-
lands, Belgium and Japan.

Fourth, agri-tech start-ups regulation
calls for a robust policy framework—inte-
grating financial inclusion, agribusiness
incubation and acceleration, data privacy
and sharing, and licensing policies into a
single-window system. A few states have
evinced interest in the promotion of agri-
tech start-upsand made provision for cat-
alytic or micro-fund ($2-14 million) to
nurture them.We can draw anecdotal evi-
dences from Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra.

Fifth, as agriculture and dairying is a
state subject,agriculture and animal hus-
bandry universities and anchored exten-
sion agencies need to identify potential
start-ups for tie-up for technology solu-
tions such as farming as a service and
crop/livestock management.Agribusiness
incubation centres should rope in agri-
tech start-ups to sustain technology trans-
fer from lab to land and attain scalability
in agri-value chains.

Sixth, there is an utmost need for an
appropriate institutional design, incen-
tives and enabling market infrastructure
to integrating digital technologies into
agri-value chains.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A DIMMING CONFIDENCE

Plummeting inflows into equity mutual funds signal
investor uncertainty over growth prospects

HE SHARP FALL in inflows into equity mutual funds signals a shift of mood

within the investor community in India. These inflows plummeted to Rs

1,312 crore in November — the lowest levels since June 2016 — according to

latest data from the Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI). That this fall
has taken place despite the Sensex hitting a record high, and foreign investors pumping
around Rs 20,000 crore into the stock market during this period, seems to reinforce the
view that sentiment in India has been badly hit. It suggests that investors are voting with
their feet, and is in line with the findings of the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) consumer con-
fidence survey which reveals that sentiment on the general economic situation and the
employment scenario in the country weakened further in November.

For some time now, there has seemingly been a growing disconnect between the
stockindices and the broader economy. While economic growth has fallen precipitously,
the Sensex has scaled new heights. But a closer look at the market suggests that the rally
was largely driven by a few stocks, reflecting the fact that investors were shifting to high
quality stocks at any price. In fact, while returns in the large cap category have been around
12 per cent over the past year, they were much lower for the small and mid-caps, reflect-
ing the pain in the larger economy. The fall in inflows in November could be indicative of
areassessment by market participants of the growth trajectory. India’s economic growth
has fallen from 8 per cent in the first quarter of 2018-19 to 4.5 per cent in the second quar-
ter of 2019-20. The fall in nominal growth to 6.1 per cent is particularly disconcerting, as
it would mean lower sales and profit growth for companies. With growth prospects likely
toremain uncertain for the foreseeable future, cuts in earnings per share are likely to con-
tinue, further depressing sentiment.

The only silver lining in the data seems to be that inflows, channeled through system-
atic investment plans (SIPs), remained stable, rising marginally to Rs 8,272 crore, up by
Rs 27 crore last month, with the total number of SIP accounts increasing to 2.94 crore.
Yet, if concerns over the country’s growth prospects deepen further, these inflows are
unlikely to hold up. Markets are forward looking. And with the Monetary Policy commit-
tee (MPC) deciding against cutting rates further, they will now be eying the upcoming
Union Budget in February for measures to shore up the economy. The finance minister can-
not afford to ignore the great expectations. A comprehensive reform package is needed
to revive both business and consumer confidence.

HELSINKI’S DIFFERENT

Finland’s new government will not be led by a wilful
man in a hurry to wield absolute power absolutely

HE DREARINESS OF the global political landscape, dominated by ageing, dis-

tinguished gentlemen who are not distinguishably gentle in their ways, is

alleviated by the election of Social Democrat Sanna Marin as prime minis-

ter of Finland. She will head a five-party coalition government in which 12
out of 18 cabinet berths are expected to go to women, leaving little elbow room for men
with long heads and deep purposes. A coalition with a distributed power structure is also
arefreshing reminder to electorates which have become recklessly appreciative of strong
men who command the allegiance of overwhelming majorities that all the people are
not comfortable with absolute power all the time.

Marin is the world’s youngest prime minister at 34, which is five years younger than
New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern, who earned global admiration for her handling of hate
crime. In a depressing contrast, about 1,000 miles from Helsinki, in London, another prime
minister will be elected this week. He will be a man of either 70 or 55 winters, depend-
ing on whether Labour or the Conservatives prevail. Also, Marin is the first person in her
family with a university education. She represents the demographic dividend which is
endlessly talked up, but generally does not get sufficient opportunity, or the education to
dojustice toit. She is also the child of same-sex parents in what she has described as a rain-
bow family. In the world’s biggest democracies, such a candidate would have sunk with-
out a trace, leaving not a political ripple behind. She would have ticked all the wrong
boxes and raised a tsunami of prejudice.

Coalitions in which a single party does not wield near-absolute power are often de-
rided for being unable to just get the job done, since they have to accommodate the pri-
orities of their constituent partners. It is not fully appreciated that a coalition, by dilut-
ing power, also offers built-in checks and balances — one of the fundamental mechanisms
of democracy, which prevents a single party from amplifying majoritarian prejudices.
Also, while it cannot be assumed that power wielded by women is intrinsically less dan-
gerous than power in the hands of men, a government in which women are numeri-
cally superior does harbour the possibilities of new priorities and will perhaps innovate
processes. In a political landscape dominated by wilful men in a hurry;, it offers a glim-
mer of a promising alternative.

NOW YOU SEE RUSSIA

...and now you don’t. But is the WADA ban the
denouement, or a token rap on mittened knuckles?

PORTS’ EQUIVALENTS OF 007s, the righteous athletes from the UK and US,

must’ve celebrated, oh so briefly, the banning of their favourite whipping boys,

the Russians. Such has been the frenzied outrage at the dope taint on the sport-

ing superpower of the erstwhile eastern bloc, that World Anti Doping Agency’s
ruling to purge the 2020 FIFA World Cup and Olympics of Russian presence started a
small hurrah across Twitter. Only for the fine print to collapse the Mexican wave of cheer
before it crossed the Atlantic and it became apparent that the Russians could fetch up
anyway if they could prove they were clean to their federations. Which ought to have
been exactly what happened at all previous Olympic editions, but WADA can’t quite be
sure. That, in a nutshell, means that the Olympics, World Cup and other events might not
have Russia but they certainly will have Russians.

WADA, with the ever generous and hospitable Americans, managed to whisk away a
whistleblower and get the lid off the Russian doping programme five years ago. But the
Russians brazenly tampered readings in computer files, muddying waters. For the sake
of fairness, WADA has allowed the “clean” Russian athletes to compete. So, expect the
glorious Olgas, Marias, Alexeys, Antons, Tatianas, Yulias and Aleksanders to match the
56 medals that athletes from the Country That Must Not Be Named (CTMINBN) won last
time. And don’t be surprised if Vova Putin keeps count of those CTMNBN medals and
chuckles away, cackling about the unfairness of the west with a wink.

Like Babushka dolls, Russia is stuck with the reputation of compulsive doping ever
since the days of Cold War intrigue, and the 2020 ban is considered the denouement,
though it feels like a token rap on mittened knuckles. For the Russians who'’ll be there in
Tokyo, but not quite, it’s slipping into yet another script, this time Roald Dahl channelling
lan Fleming in “You Only Live Twice.”
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WORDLY WISE
THE IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE IS NOT VICTORY BUT
COMBAT; IT IS NOT TO HAVE VANQUISHED BUT TO
HAVE FOUGHT WELL. — PIERRE DE COUBERTIN

Instant injustice

MADAN B LOKUR

THE CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJI) said in his
speech on Law Day, November 26, 1985 that,
“lam pained to observe that the judicial sys-
tem in the country is almost on the verge of
collapse. These are strong words I am using
but it is with considerable anguish that I say
s0. Our judicial system is creaking under the
weight of arrears” (Chief Justice PN Bhagwati).

Can we be brutally frank today and ad-
mit that the criminal justice system (not the
entire judicial system) has collapsed, or is it
still on the precipice?

“Fair is foul and foul is fair: Hover
through the fog and filthy air,” said one of
the witches in Macbeth. In the celebrations
and furore following the recent encounter
in Telangana, the Uttar Pradesh police an-
nounced that in the last two years they have
killed 103 criminals (extra-judicially per-
haps) and injured 1,859 in 5,178 engage-
ments. Over this period, instead of remain-
ing on bail, as many as 17,745 criminals have
voluntarily had their bail cancelled or have
surrendered, apparently fearing death inan
engagement, echoing the words of a former
CJI suggesting to an accused that he would
be safer in jail.

What do encounters achieve other than
the death of fellow humans masquerading
as instant justice? The report of Justice V K
Agarwal on the Sarkeguda massacre of June
2012 in Chhattisgarh is a shocking example
of innocents being slaughtered on an extra-
judicial assessment of guilt for a crime not
even committed. The trigger-happy person-
nel of the security forces may be prosecuted
but will they ever be punished? It’s unlikely
because of the time lag. How about the death
of 103 criminals in Uttar Pradesh? Will we
ever know the truth about these extra-judi-
cial killings? Again, it’s unlikely, though for
different reasons.

While these examples seem to raise

JANAKI NAIR

THEREIS AN awe-inspiring incandescence to
the JNU students’ struggle which has lit up
many institutions in India and elsewhere,and
shows no sign of abating immediately. At a
time of rapidly waning visionary futures, what
does this fierce glow promise us? How is the
steadfastness of this student body — consist-
ing of many in their first semester — to be un-
derstood, especially their commitment to
something larger and greater than them-
selves, of which they themselves may have
only a tenuous grasp?

The Indian public university has been a
politicised space from its very founding, It
both produced and challenged the obvious
inequities of colonial rule. In the early 20th
century, it began to be recognised as a space
for the redressal of caste inequalities — as in
measures that were pioneered, for example,
by the Mysore State in 1918. From the 1920s
at least, it became an important site of na-
tionalist and revolutionary agitation. Bengal
in the late 1960s and the Sampoorna Kranti
movements of Bihar in the 1970s took anti-
government, anti-state student mobilisation
to a new height. Despite the raging anti-
reservation stirs of 1990 and 2006, the uni-
versity, today, is the site of hard won state-
mandated equality.

The student movements of the pre-
Independence period were largely subordi-
nated to the agendas of larger nationalist or
communist parties, and were not necessar-
ily engaged in intergenerational conflicts.
Since Independence, there has been far
greater engagement with university-related
issues — hostels, fellowships, deprivation
points, reservations, grading systems, fee
hikes, and sometimes, though perhaps too
rarely, course content.

Encounters, like the one in Telangana, call attention toa

criminal justice system in need of urgent reform

These examples seem to
raise questions of instant
justice, they actually raise
questions of injustice. We
need to recognise this
dividing line and must also
not forget that our society is
governed by the rule of law
and a progressive
Constitution where
everyone is presumed
Innocent (not isinnocent)
until proven guilty through a
fair trial. This was the basis
of Ajmal Kasab’s trial, who
could also have been
despatched in an encounter
without any furore and
amidst celebrations, but our
Constitution did not allow
that to happen.

questions of instant justice, they actually
raise questions of instant injustice. We need
to recognise this dividing line and must also
not forget that our society is governed by the
rule of law and a progressive Constitution
where everyone is presumed innocent (not
isinnocent) until proven guilty through a fair
trial. This was the basis of Ajmal Kasab’s trial,
who could also have been despatched in an
encounter without any furore and amidst
celebrations, but our Constitution did not al-
low that to happen.

What has changed since then and how
can we resuscitate or resurrect our criminal
justice system? First, let us appreciate the
problem. As per the National Judicial Data
Grid, more than 20 lakh criminal cases are
pending for more than 10 years in the dis-
trict courts and high courts. The report of the
National Crime Records Bureau (2017) in-
forms us that 1.27 lakh cases of rape are
pending in the courts at various stages, with
1,840 of them pending for more than 10
years. The NCRB says that more than 30,000
cases of rape were registered in that year. In
other words, arape was committed every 15
minutes in 2017, almost unnoticed.
Assuming no dramatic improvement, when
will the more than 90 women statistically
and tragically likely to be raped today see jus-
tice? Justice delayed is not only justice de-
nied but injustice perpetuated.

They say that prevention is better than
cure. If so, what have the state governments
done to prevent (to the extent possible)
crimes against women? Over the last five
years, utilisation of amounts released by the
Ministry of Home Affairs for the Nirbhaya
fund projects is only to the extent of 9 per
cent and in Maharashtra, it is O per cent.
Similarly, funds released by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development have been
utilised only to the extent of 20 per cent and

in Madhya Pradesh, it is O per cent. Thereby
hangs a tale for women’s safety.

If the law is an ass, the legislature must
change it to make it more effective —
widening definitions and making punish-
ments more stringent are not the answer —
procedural changes are required.
Infrastructure for the courts? In 2012, the
then CJI was deeply concerned about the
non-availability of infrastructure for the
courts and had expressed his unhappiness
at the slow progress. He eventually gave up
and his concerns have been tragically for-
gotten. Filling up of vacancies of judges in
the courts? Who will address it — the judges
or the executive — and when?

The problems are many, but so are the
solutions. All stakeholders must keep their
eyes wide open, identify all the problems
and demonstrate a will to resolve the issues,
both for women and children and the courts.
Reliance on anecdotal or experiential evi-
dence for ad hoc solutions is passé. What is
essential (for cases of rape, forexample)isa
study of each pending case as also a study
of the requirements of each court before any
realistic solution is proffered. While this task
will require an enormous effort, it needs to
be carried out as a mission mode projectin
public interest.

Is the judiciary up to such a scrutiny? The
National Judicial Academy demonstrated in
aregional conference in Delhi that delays are
endemic and go to such an extent that in a
criminal case, the trial court granted a stag-
gering 94 adjournments! We need to set the
alarm clock to wake us up now and cancel
the snooze button, otherwise we will con-
tinue to witness the sufferings of women fol-
lowed by examples of instant injustice.

The writer retired as a justice of
the Supreme Court of India

GLOW IN THE GATHERING GLOOM

JNU protests uphold public morality at a time when it’s being undermined

Oflate, there have been anti
fee-hike agitations in
institutions ranging from
II'T Mumbai in 2017 to the
Uttarakhand Ayurvedic
University in October 2019.
That they have not attained
the high visibility of the JNU
agitation is not so much
because they were any less
heroic, but because JNU
enjoys hyper-visibility for
simultaneously being the
site of excellence — at least
for the last 45 years — and
exemplary inclusion.

The historic strike at the FTIl in 2015 inau-
gurated a new phase of student movements —
the students rose in defence of an idea of the
institution and its unique place in Indian film
history. FTII's reputation was brazenly under-
mined by the appointment of Gajendra Singh
Chauhan as chairman and four others to the
institution’s council. Many of its illustrious
alumni also then believed that such appoint-
ments only undid the professional heights
that this institution had reached. By January
2016, Hyderabad Central University exploded
in anger over the tragic suicide of Rohith
Vemula, and protests broke out throughout
the country in support of another view of the
public university, its achievements and also
its injustices. The JNU events of 2016 saw yet
another shift of gear: While students were up-
holding their right to question the state, and its
actions, much like the Sampoorna Kranti ag-
itations of the 1970s, the institution was
quickly daubed a different colour and dissent
was declared unpatriotic. Since then, we have
witnessed something like a war, between the
idea of the university as a precious “gift of an
interval”, to cite Michael Oakeshott's memo-
rable words, and the university as a cathedral,
where unquestioning, militarised worship of
the ethnicised nation has taken root.

At the same time, the JNU events begin-
ning in February 2016 provided a fortuitous
escape for a ruling party on the edge of a
precipice: It temporarily masked the work-
ings of an unruly market economy logic that
had seized hold of higher education. That logic
had already intervened and reconstructed in-
stitutions of higher learning to produce aca-
demic credentialling on an unmatched scale
— the capitation fee phenomenon, for exam-
ple. That was the more benign form; the per-

nicious formreached its epitome in the indus-
trial-scale cheating that was pioneered in
Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP held office,
and goes by the name of the Vyapam scam.

Of late, there have been anti fee-hike agi-
tations in institutions ranging from IIT
Mumbai in 2017 to the Uttarakhand
Ayurvedic University in October 2019. That
they have not attained the high visibility of the
JNU agitation is not so much because they
were any less heroic, but because JNU enjoys
hyper-visibility for simultaneously being the
site of excellence — at least for the last 45 years
—and exemplary inclusion. The frontal attack
on both of these cherished values will make
way not just for a market logic to triumph in
what may be a last bastion, but to reassert
privileges — of caste, ethnicity and gender —
that had been painstakingly dismantled. The
EWS quota has already paved the way.

Is the determined student struggle at JNU
looking back with nostalgia at a public univer-
sity that was, or heralding the public univer-
sity’s new future? When the prospects of
steady, well paid, or dignified work are so
bleak, and when even those with academic
credentials no longer harvest the same “re-
turns” that might have been true even a
decade ago, what can motivate the students
to take such an unwearied stand? To make any
hackneyed point about the dreams and revo-
lutionary ardour of youth would be to dishon-
our the movement. What the JNU students
have upheld is a reminder of the importance
of public morality, at a time when it has been
degraded beyond recognition in our repub-
lic’s life. That is the precious glow we perceive
in this gathering gloom.

The writer teaches history at JNU

DECEMBER 11, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM POLLS DELAYED
THE ELECTION TO the Lok Sabha from 10 of
the 14 constituencies in Assam stands post-
poned indefinitely, according to official
sources. Reports received by the chief elec-
tion commissioner from Assam’s chief elec-
toral officer indicate that no nomination pa-
pers could be filed for any of the 10
constituencies in the Brahmaputra valley.
The state has been in the grip of tension fol-
lowing agitation by students and other or-
ganisations demanding postponement of
the Lok Sabha poll till the names of illegal im-
migrants from across the border are elimi-
nated from the electoral rolls. The agitators
have successfully prevented filing of nomina-
tion papers in 10 constituencies.

IAEA CONFERENCE

THE WEEK-LONG 23rd general conference
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) concluded in Delhi without resolving
some of the important issues raised by the
third-world countries. The issues which have
been shelved till the next general conference
include the resolution of the “Group of 77”
third-world countries submitted to the
IAEA’s board of governors regarding the im-
balances in the agency’s technical assistance
programme vis-a-vis the safeguard imple-
mentation and their demand for proportion-
ate representation on the board of governors.
The Group of 77 countries had also suggested
in their resolution that, instead of being
largely dependent on doles from rich coun-

tries, the technical assistance financing
should be all from the IAEA’s regular budget
like the provision made for safeguards im-
plementation and which the agency will be
spending about $19 million in 1980.

NOBEL FOR MOTHER
MOTHER TERESA OF Calcutta’s Catholic
Missionaries of Charity order received her
$1,92,000 Nobel Peace Prize for 1979. She said
she considered herself an unworthy winner,
butaccepted the prize cheque, the Nobel gold
medal and diploma on behalf of the world’s
poorest of the poor. The 69-year-old nunis the
first Indian citizen and first Yugoslavia-born
peace prize laureate, accepted the prize from
the committee Chairman.
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This land 1s mine

But can India refuse to own me? If Parliament passes the Citizenship Amendment Bill, India’s

HARSH MANDER

DESPITE BEING UNDER constant siege, the
edifice of India’s Constitution has endured so
far. The onslaught has intensified since the
expanded mandate to the Narendra Modi
government in May.

However, if Parliament passes the
Citizenship Amendment Bill, India’s consti-
tutional structure will cave in. Make no mis-
take. The Constitution will not need to be
rewritten. But, its soul will be annihilated. A
new nation will emerge from its rubble —
wrathful, muscular, majoritarian, and inhos-
pitable to its minorities.

This Bill weighs upon tangled contesta-
tions of belonging and rights. Who belongs to
India, and on what terms? And indeed, who
does India belong to? A young Bengali-ori-
gin Assamese poet Kazi Neel lamented, “This
land is mine. But [ am not of this land”. He
loves India, but India refuses to own him.

Citizenship ultimately is the right to have
rights. Who in this country should have rights,
and from whom should these be withheld?

The answer to these fraught questions
were settled within the humanist and inclu-
sive framework of the Indian Constitution. Its
iridescent central premise was that religious
faith has no bearing on eligibility for Indian cit-
izenship. India belongs equally to its Muslim,
Christian and Parsi residents,as much as toits
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains.

Questions of belonging — and religion as
politics — have torn India apart. The Muslim
League regarded religion as the key to citi-
zenship; therefore, India was not one but
two nations — Hindu India and Muslim
Pakistan. V D Savarkar concurred. India’s
Constituent Assembly steadfastly rejected
this idea that India belonged only to its
Hindu majority. Jawaharlal Nehru declared,
“We accept as Indian anyone who calls him-
self a citizen of India”.

By introducing the Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB), the BJP-led govern-
ment has deliberately reopened old wounds,
reviving old fears, anxieties and hatred of
Partition. This Bill, in effect, endorses the two-
nation theory by creating a hierarchy of citi-
zenship based on religious faith, excluding
Muslims from this hierarchy.

The moral fig leaf offered is that this in-
tends to provide refuge to people suffering
religious persecution in neighbouring coun-
tries, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Ifreligious persecution was truly to become
the yardstick for eligibility for Indian citizen-
ship, then few neighbours are more tor-
mented than the Ahmadiyas in Pakistan
who face even death for worshiping in a
mosque, the Rohingyas battling genocide in
Myanmar, and the Uighurs held in intern-
ment camps in China.

Until 1987, to be eligible for Indian citi-
zenship, it was sufficient for a person to be
born in India. Then, spurred by the populist
movements alleging massive illegal migra-
tions from Bangladesh, citizenship laws were
firstamended to additionally require that at
least one parent should be Indian. In 2004,
the law was further amended to prescribe
that not just one parent be Indian; but the

RAM MADHAV

FIRST THINGS FIRST. The Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB)is not about excluding
anybody; itis about including some. Itis an ef-
fort to grant citizenship to those minorities
from erstwhile Pakistan — that now includes
Pakistan and Bangladesh — and Afghanistan,
who have come to India seeking refuge from
religious persecution or the fear of it. The first
time such refugees were included was imme-
diately after Partition in the first census, which
was also regarded as the National Register of
Citizens.

Let’s remember that every time such
refugees come to India and claim citizenship,
the government has been issuing citizenship
to them after the due process. There are a
number of instances of religious minorities
from these three countries coming over to
India on religious visas and deciding to stay
backbecause of the dangerous situations that
existed back home. They include Sikhs from
Afghanistan, Sindhis and SCs from Pakistan
and Bengalis and tribals from Bangladesh.
What the government intends to do through
the proposed CAB is simplify the process of
granting of citizenship to these minorities.
Earlier, there was a 12-year wait under the reg-
ular citizenship laws. The new Bill reduces that
period to five years. A minority citizen from
these three countries, who turns to India seek-
ing citizenship, will become eligible for the
same provided he or she has entered India be-
fore December 31,2014 and has lived here for
atleast five years.

constitutional structure, as we know it, will lose its soul

other should not be an illegal immigrant.

The unease of the BJP-led governments
of India and Assam with the NRC is that a
much larger number of Bengali-origin
Hindus have been excluded from it than
Muslims. If they are judged as illegal immi-
grants, not just they, but their offsprings
would become illegal because of the 2004
amendment. The CAB alone can rescue the
BJP from this political conundrum. It will treat
Bengali Hindus as refugees, and only the
Bengali-origin Muslims and all their later
generations would become illegal, even if
they were born in India and know no other
country as their home.

Treating Bengali-origin Hindus, excluded
from the Assam NRG, as persecuted refugees
from Bangladesh, however, will require mul-
tiple extraordinary leaps of official faith. Not
one of these persons would have claimed in
any official forum — the NRC offices,
Foreigners’ Tribunals or police stations — that
they areillegal Bangladeshi immigrants. They
would have strenuously tried to establish ex-
actly the opposite. But after the CAB, to secure
Indian citizenship, they would have to claim
to be foreigners to become eligible for Indian
citizenship. There will also be questions of ev-
idence. How will they prove that they were
citizens of neighbouring countries and that
they were persecuted? The truth is that most
had not crossed any border, but were unable
to produce documents which satisfied offi-
cials that they were Indian citizens.

The CAB is the harbinger of a national
NRC. By passing the CAB, effectively, the
government is clearly messaging that if peo-
ple of any identity except Muslims are un-
able to produce the required documents,
they will be accepted as refugees and given
citizenship. This means that the real burden
to prove that they are Indian citizens of the
national NRC after CAB is only thrust on
Muslims, because only they will risk state-
lessness. Most Indians would find it impos-
sible to muster the required documents to

Unfortunately, the debate on the Bill has
been distorted by the Opposition, citing erro-
neous arguments like the violation of Article
14 and the principle of secularism. Granting
citizenship to sections of the population is a
regular process. During the liberation war of
Bangladesh, lakhs of Hindus and other minori-
ties had poured into India. This migration was
no smaller than at the time of Partition. Ama-
jority of them had come to states like Bengal,
Assam and Tripura. Camps were created for
such migrants and special efforts were made
to provide citizenship to them by the govern-
ment at the time. There are a good number of
such Bangladeshi immigrants in these three
states who had secured citizenship docu-
ments at that time. Nobody called it a viola-
tion of Article 14. Similar facilities were ex-
tended to persecuted Indians from Uganda
during Idi Amin’s rule and then, too, nobody
had demanded that in order to be secular we
should extend citizenship to Ugandans.

Home Minister Amit Shah’s invoking of
Partition has an important historical bearing
ontheissue. We can’t shut our eyes to the fact
that India was partitioned on religious lines
and large-scale communal violence erupted
as a result. Between 1947 and 1950, millions
crossed over to either side. They all became
citizens of the respective countries.

But then, it came to the knowledge of the
authorities that even after 1950, the migra-
tion was continuing into the Northeast for rea-
sons that were not necessarily Partition-re-

The CAB is the harbinger of
a national NRC. By passing
the CAB, effectively, the
government is clearly
messaging that if people of
any identity except Muslims
are unable to produce the
required documents, they
will be accepted as refugees
and given citizenship. This
means that the real burden
to prove that they are Indian
citizens of the national
NRC after CAB is only
thrust on Muslims, because
only they will risk
statelessness.

A law that includes

Citizenship Bill continues long tradition of welcoming persecuted minorities

lated. It was then that the Jawaharlal Nehru
government promulgated The Immigrants
(Expulsion from Assam) Act, 1950. The Act
stated that the government would deport
those immigrants who had entered Assamil-
legally and whose presence was considered
detrimental to the interests of Assam and
India. When the question of minorities was
brought to Nehru'’s attention, he exempted all
of them from the 1950 Act. The relevant por-
tion of the 1950 Act states: “Provided that
nothing in this section shall apply to any per-
son who on account of civil disturbances or
the fear of such disturbances in any area now
forming part of Pakistan has been displaced
from or has left his place of residence in such
area and who has been subsequently residing
in Assam.”Nehru was categorical that the Act
wouldn’t apply to minority immigrants like
Hindus, Buddhists, Christians and Sikhs.

The proposed Bill is a continuation of
that unfinished agenda. It has become nec-
essary that the issue of the illegal immi-
grants be addressed in one go, as their num-
bers have swelled to millions in the last
several decades. This Bill will come as a big
boon to all those hapless people who have
been the victims of Partition and the subse-
quent conversion of the three countries into
theocratic Islamic republics.

Arguing that the Bill is anti-secular is spe-
cious. After Independence, not once but twice,
we conceded that the minorities in our neigh-
bourhood were our responsibility. First, im-

CR Sasikumar

prove their citizenship, but only document-
less Muslims will face the prospect of de-
tention centres, or being stripped of all cit-
izenship rights.

And then, since this imagination of citi-
zenship is all vested in documents, which
documents will prove my religion? At pres-
ent, it is only one’s own declaration during
the decadal census which is the official evi-
dence of one’s religious persuasion. I can be
born into a religion, and can reject it when |
am an adult. [ can be born to parents who
claim noreligion. Butif religion becomes the
principal fulcrum of whether or not one is a
citizen, then which document will the state
rely upon to decide if am a refugee or should
be thrown into a detention centre?

For a republic built on guarantees of
equality and non-discrimination on the ba-
sis of religion, creating a class of potentially
stateless persons exclusively because of their
religious identity would mark decisively the
demise of India as a secular republic. The re-
sponsibility for this catastrophic collapse of
the edifice of our constitution would be
shared by a political opposition emptied out
of its moral and political convictions.

The CAB-NRC poses the gravest threat to
India’s secular democratic constitution since
India became a republic, and must be fought
with a nation-wide civil disobedience move-
ment. The contours of this struggle need to
be worked out by We the People.

But, I have decided on my form of civil dis-
obedience. If the CAB is passed, I will, in soli-
darity with those whose citizenship alone
will be contested, first declare myself to be
Muslim. When the national NRCis organised,
[ will boycott it, and refuse to produce any
documents.Iwill then demand thatIbe given
the same punishment to which my undocu-
mented Muslim sisters and brothers will be
subjected, be it detention or the extinguish-
ing of my citizenship rights.

Mander is a human rights worker and writer

mediately after Partition and again during the
Indira-Mujib Pact in 1972 when India had
agreed to absorb over 1.2 million refugees. It is
a historical fact that on both the occasions, it
was only the Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and
Christians who had come over to our side. Far
from being anti-secular, Indian citizenship
was acommitment given by our leaders to the
minorities. That is precisely what the
Narendra Modi government is fulfilling now.

India has several other refugees that in-
clude Tamils from Sri Lanka and Hindu
Rohingya from Myanmar. They are not cov-
ered under this Act. Similarly, the Nepalese
and others from neighbouring countries are
guided either by bilateral agreements or the
citizenship laws of our country.

Concerns of some sections in the
Northeast have also been adequately ad-
dressed by excluding Schedule VI areas and
the Inner Line Permit-restricted areas from
the purview of the Bill. The CABis a law appli-
cable to the entire country. The government
will make sure that no state shall face any ad-
verse impact on its demography, culture, lan-
guage and customs.

Inits two millennia-long history, India has
always welcomed persecuted minorities, like
the Parsis, Jews and others, from wherever
they came. The CAB is a continuation of that
national tradition.

The writer is national general secretary, BJP
and director, India Foundation
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“America might be in a hurry to get out of Afghanistan, but a final settlement
needs to be hammered out between the Taliban, the Kabul government as well
as other Afghan political players, and should not be imposed by external
powers.” — DAWN

Betrayal of
the republic

Religious basis of citizenship would be a negation
of secularism, liberalism, equality and justice

NRC, which brought Assam to a standstill for
five years. BJP leader Himanta Biswa Sarma
hasrejected the final NRCand wantsit to be
undertaken again with the national NRC. It
seems most of the 1.9 million excluded from
the NRC are non-Muslims. Clearly, the CAB
is nothing but a face-saver for the BJP. But
like the flawed NRC, it too is not going to give
the desired results, either in terms of depor-
tation or denial of citizenship to one partic-
ular community. Moreover, the CABwill put
even non-Muslim citizens under severe
hardship as those who were till now assert-
ing that they are Indian citizens will now
have to prove that they, in fact, came from
these three countries.

The CAB is against five of the BJP’s pri-
mary positions. First, the BJP manifesto for
the 2016 Assam assembly election had
promised honouring the Assam Accord in
letter and spirit. Second, it had been advo-
cating that the cut-off date should be July 19,
1948 not March 25, 1971. The new Bill has
brought forward the cut-off date to
December 31, 2014. Third, though the BJP
has been using all kinds of adjectives against
illegal migrants, the CAB deems such illegal
migrants as citizens and abates all proceed-
ings against them under the Foreigners’ Act,
1946. Fourth, the argument that refugees or
illegal migrants are aburden on national re-
sources does not stand any longer. Fifth, the
Statement of Objects & Reasons to the Bill
takes strong exceptionofa ‘particular reli-
gion” being declared as state religion in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Does
that mean the Hindu right no longer wants
to make India a Hindu rashtra?

The CAB is in the teeth of Article 14,
which not only demands reasonable classi-
fication and a rational and just object to be
achieved for any classification to be valid, but
additionally requires every such classifica-
tion to be non-arbitrary. The Bill is an in-
stance of class legislation, as classification
on the ground of religion is not permissible.
Neither is religious persecution the monop-
oly of three countries nor is such persecu-
tion confined to non-Muslims. Religious per-
secution is rampant in China and Myanmar.
Several Muslim groups such as Hazaras in
Afghanistan and Shias in Pakistan too face
persecution. The Supreme Court in
EPRoyappa(1973)observed that “equality is
a dynamic concept with many aspects and
dimensions and it cannot be ‘cribbed, cab-
ined and confined’ within the traditional and
doctrinaire limits. From the positivistic point
of view, equality is antithetic to arbitrariness.
In fact, equality and arbitrariness are sworn
enemies... Where an actis arbitrary, itis im-
plicit thatitis unequal both according to po-
litical logic and constitutional law and is
therefore violative of Article 14’

Finally, if those who support the CAB
think the Billwould be able to take away the
citizenship of billions of Muslims, they are
wrong: The CAB would apply to only
Muslims who have migrated from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Moreover, cit-
izenship once conferred cannot be retro-
spectively revoked.

The Bill is unnecessary. If we care for
refugees, India should sign the Refugee
Convention and make illegal migrants eligi-
ble for citizenship.

FA1ZzAN M USTAFA

THE YEAR WAS 2013. I was travelling in
China, when a taxi driver there posed a ques-
tion to me: Why are there so few Buddhists
in India? The fact is we did persecute
Buddhists in India. Religious persecution has
always been there and all religions are guilty
of it. The Narendra Modi government is,
therefore, right in recognising religious per-
secution. But the solution it presents to the
problem is not only unconstitutional but
dangerous. It will surely damage India’s
standing in the comity of nations.

The Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB)
is more in tune with the Israeli law of retn
that treats Israel as the natural home of all
Jews. Ideally, we should say anyone perse-
cuted anywhere in the world, on the ground
of religion or political opinion, would be wel-
come in India.

Shared identity is at the core of citizen-
ship. The framers of our Constitution and
those who enacted the Citizenship Act in
1955 believed in citizenship as a unifying
idea. Today, citizenship is being used to di-
vide people and treat people of certain reli-
gious persuasion as inferior. The majoritar-
ian politicsis divisive as it distinguishes Indic
faiths from those that originated outside
India and says the latter cannot have any sa-
cred places of worship in India. Now,
through the CAB, we are creating divisions
between Abrahamic religions by including
Christians in the Bill but excluding Jews and
Muslims. The Bill also ignores atheists.

Articles 5 to 11 of the Constitution give
details of various categories of persons who
are entitled to citizenship. Article 11 em-
powers Parliament to regulate citizenship
and the Citizenship Act was passed in 1955.
This does not mean that Parliament,
through an ordinary law, can destroy the
fundamental values or the basic structure
of the Constitution. The religious basis of
citizenship would be a negation not only of
secularism but also of liberalism, equality
and justice. Interestingly, neither the
Constitution nor the Citizenship Act define
the term “citizen”.

The citizenship law was amended in
1986 due to the Assam Accord and in 2003,
because of the BJP’s opposition to illegal
migrants. Unlike the original Citizenship
Act that gave citizenship on the principle
of jus soli (everyone bornin India), the 1986
amendment was less inclusive as it added
the condition thatin addition to one’s own
birth in India, one can get citizenship only
if either of the applicant’s parents hap-
pened to be an Indian citizen at the time of
birth. The 2003 amendment by the
Vajpayee government made the law even
more stringent. Now, the law requires that
in addition to the fact of birth, either both
the parents should be Indian citizens or one
parent has to be an Indian citizen and the
other not an illegal migrant.

The Assam NRC has busted the narrative
of several million Bangladeshisillegally stay-

The writer is vice chancellor, NALSAR
University of Law, Hyderabad.

ing inIndia. Rs 1,600 crore was spent on the Views are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
APATHETIC BODIES
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Put out
the fire’ (IE, December 10). It was sad to LETTER OF THE
see the ill-fated building turning into a WEEK AWARD

gas chamber and hapless workers
choked to death. The key cause of such
unregulated and unregistered units
flourishing under the nose of the au-
thorities are their economic viability.
Setting up a unit in commercial areas
means high rents and the onerous task
of securing NoCs from venal agencies.
In a country where 22 per cent of peo-

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be

ple are below the poverty line and : e-mailedto
many face hunger daily, people perish- editpage@expressindia.com
’ or sent to The Indian

ing in such devastating fires does not

move the apathetic authorities and the

indigent worker’s fate is fixed.
Deepak Singhal, Chennai

Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

THANKS AMBEDKAR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Ambedkar
and I’ (IE, December 10). Like the
writer’s, my parents changed my sur-
name to hide my Dalit identity. They
were trying to shield me from the dis-
crimination they suffered. For many
years, I struggled with my identity but
Babasaheb helped me understand my
roots. His life and books educated me
about his legacy and filled me with
positive attitude about my caste.
Anshul Choudhary, Agra

SuU KYI'S SURPRISE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Moment
of reckoning’ (IE, December 10). When

Aung San Suu Kyi announced that she
would personally defend Myanmar
against accusations of genocide at the
International Court of Justice (IC]) in
The Hague this week, it came as an
enormous shock. Myanmar has stead-
fastly ignored UN reports alleging that
since 2017, its army has raped, mur-
dered and tortured the Rohingya, driv-
ing more than 7,40,000 to flee to
neighbouring Bangladesh. Technically,
Suu Kyi, the de facto leader of
Myanmar, is going in her capacity as
foreign minister. But the world will re-
call her as the heroine who won the
Nobel peace prize in 1991 in recogni-
tion of her dogged resistance to a
military junta.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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TELLING NUMBERS

Rising trend in number of MPs,
MLAs and candidates who face
cases of crime against women
DECLARED CASES OF CRIME AGAINST WOMEN

LOK SABHA CANDIDATES LOK SABHA MPs
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BETWEEN 2009 and 2019, there has  MPs, MLAs FACING CASES OF
beenanincreaseof 231%inthenumber CRIME AGAINST WOMEN
of candidates with declared cases of
crime against women contesting Lok~ Others BJP
Sabha elections. The number elected ~ 27% 28%
as MPs has increased 9 times, accord- TMC
ing to an analysis by the Association for 79% TOTAL
Democratic Reforms (ADR) and the ? 76
National Election Watch.

For current MPs and MLAs, the BJD Coneress
ADR analysed 4,822 election affidavits 3% g51°/
(759 MPs and 4,063 MLAs) out of a to- ° °
tal of 4,896 (776 MPs and 4,120 MLAs). YSRCP 9%

It found that 76 .MPs/IVI_LAs had de- MP, MLA CANDIDATES FACING
clared cases of crime against women. CASES OF SUCH OFFENCES
Of these, 18 are MPs and 58 are MLAs.
Among candidatesinMLA,LokSabha  QOthers Independent
and Rajya Sabha elections in the last  46% 28%
five years, 572 were found to have de-
clared such cases; none of them has
been convicted. Among them, 410 TOTAL

: ) R 572
were given tickets by recognised polit-  ggp
ical parties while the remaining 162 7% BJP
were independent candidates. 11%

The BJP has 21 MPs/MLAs with
cases relating to crimes against Congress 8%

women, at 21, the ADR said. The BJPis
followed by the Congress at 16, YSRCP
at 7,BJD at 6 and Trinamool Congress
at 5. In terms of candidates who de-
clared such cases, the BJP fielded 66,
followed by the Congress at 46, BSP at
40, CPI(M) at 15, and Shiv Sena and
Samajwadi Party at 13 each.

The highest number of MPs/MLAs
with declared cases of crime against
women are in West Bengal (16), fol-
lowed by Odisha and Maharashtra(12
each), Andhra Pradesh (8), Telangana
(5) and Madhya Pradesh (3). Among
candidates in the last five years, 84 fac-
ing such cases were fielded from
Maharashtra, followed by Bihar (75),
West Bengal (69), Uttar Pradesh (61),
Odisha (52), Andhra Pradesh (33)and
Karnataka (26).

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

ON MONDAY, the United States Commission
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
saidit was “deeply troubled” by the passage
of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill in Lok
Sabha, “given the religion criterion in the
Bill”, and recommended that “if the CAB
passes in both Houses of Parliament, the US
government should consider sanctions
against the Home Minister and other prin-
cipal leadership”.

Who are the USCIRF?

The USCIRFis an advisory or a consulta-
tive body, which advises the US Congress
and the administration on issues pertain-
ing to international religious freedom. On
its website, the USCIRF describes itself as an
independent, bipartisan US federal govern-
ment commission that was created by The
International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA).
“The broad-based coalition that advocated
strongly for IRFA’s enactment sought to el-
evate the fundamental human right of reli-
gious freedom as a central component of
US foreign policy,” the website says.

In practice, the USCIRF has little teeth in
implementation, but acts as a conscience-
keeper for the two branches in the US gov-
ernment — the legislature and the execu-
tive. It often takes maximalist or extreme
positions, and has been used by civil soci-
ety groups to put pressure on US Congress
members and administration officials.

In accounting for crime against
women, the ADR counted cases of acid
attack (IPC Sections 326A & 326B; rape
(Sections 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C,
376D & 376E); outraging the modesty
of a woman (Section 354); sexual ha-
rassment (Section 354A); assault on
women with intent to disrobe awoman
(Section 354B); voyeurism (Section
354C); and stalking (Section 354D).

In the last five years, recognised
political parties have given tickets to
41 candidates with declared cases of
rape against them. Out of these, nine
were elected, three of them as MPs
and the other six as MLAs. In addition,
14 independent candidates had de-
clared cases of rape against them.

Source for all data: ADR

And what is the IRFA?

The International Religious Freedom Act
of 1998 was passed by the 105th US Congress
(1997-99) and signed into law by then
President Bill Clinton on October 27, 1998. It
is a statement of the US’s concern over viola-
tions of religious freedoms overseas.

The full title of the Act reads: “Anact toex-
press United States foreign policy with respect
to, and to strengthen United States advocacy
onbehalf of, individuals persecuted in foreign
countries on account of religion; to author-
ize United States actions in response to vio-
lations of religious freedom in foreign coun-
tries; to establish an Ambassador at Large for
International Religious Freedom within the
Department of State, a Commission on
International Religious Freedom, and a
Special Adviser on International Religious
Freedom within the National Security
Council; and for other purposes.”

What does the USCIRF do?

The USCIRF is mandated by US statute to
“monitor the universal right to freedom of re-
ligion or belief abroad — not in the United
States — using international standards to do
soand makes policy recommendations to the
President, Secretary of State, and Congress”.
“USCIRF Commissioners are appointed by the
President and Congressional leaders of both
political parties. While USCIRF is separate
from the State Department, the Department’s
Ambassador-at-Large for International
Religious Freedom is a non-voting ex officio
Commissioner. A professional, non-partisan
staff supports USCIRF's work,” according to
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The rising threat to Mumbai

A new study projects that in the absence of quick and significant action, Mumbai in 2050 will look much
like what it did in 1700 — with the sea having reclaimed much of the landfill that the city has been built on

MUMBAI’S PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE? MAPS OF THE CITY AND THE SEAIN 1700, 2019 AND 2050 (PROJECTED)

Land above sea level

Land at sea level

Land atrisk

Sea

Map data: Mathur, Anuradha, and Dilip da Cunha, 2009: Soak: Mumbai in an estuary; ‘Climate Central | Land Projected to be below Annual Flood Level in 2050’:
https://coastal.climatecentral.org/; Google Earth 2018, accessed on 18.11.2019. Maps: Sara Anand

NIKHIL ANAND
& CAROLINE TERENS

ON OCTOBER 29, 2019, the journal Nature
published an important paper identifying
the dangers climate change poses specifically
to Mumbai and other coastal cities.

The research, carried by many newspapers
including The Indian Express, indicates that an-
thropogenic climate change will inundate sig-
nificant sections of Mumbai by 2050. Unless
the city takes significant action in the next
three decades, the sea will reclaim much of
the landfill that the city has been built on. As
per this study, Mumbai in 2050 will look a lot
like Mumbai in 1700, unless the city makes
serious efforts to adapt to climate change.

Together with Guangzhou, Jakarta, Miami,
and Manila, Mumbai now regularly appears
on a list of cities endangered by climate
change. As the cyclones battering coastlines
near Mumbai and unseasonal, heavy rains in-
dicate, climate change is not some event in
the distant future. It is present. It is here.

Recent studies, published by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and in Nature by Lu and Flavelle in
October 2019 indicate that its effects are more
intensive than earlier models predicted.

For example, sea levels are rising signifi-
cantly faster than were previously estimated.
The Special Report on the Ocean and

Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, published
last month by the IPCC, indicates that sealev-
els are significantly higher than were origi-
nally anticipated, and as such will have sig-
nificant impacts on cities like Mumbai.

As city residents are very aware every
monsoon, much of Mumbai is tenuous land
made dry, just a few metres above sea level.
The IPCC report warns Mumbai’s planners
and administrators and states that “in the ab-
sence of adaptation, more intense and fre-
quent extreme sea level events, together
with trends in coastal development will in-
crease expected annual flood damages by 2-
3 orders of magnitude by 2100.”

The report points out, however, that “well-
designed coastal protection” could both “re-
duce expected damages” and “be cost efficient
for urban and densely populated... areas”.

Despite the urgent need for adaptationand
action in a vulnerable city like Mumbai, the
city is ignoring climate adaptation programs
and infrastructures in its development plan-
ning processes. Worse, Mumbai’s ongoing in-
frastructure projects don’t address climate
change, and as such, may significantly worsen
climate risks thatits 19 million residents face.

Take, for example, the ways in which cli-
mate change is treated in Mumbai’s new
Coastal Road project, now stalled by the
Bombay High Court. The project proposes the
construction of a 29.2 km road on the west-
ern coast of Mumbai, that aims to mitigate
“extreme traffic congestion” and “transport
related pollution” in hopes of increasing pro-
ductivity and quality of life for citizens.
(Environmental Impact Assessment Report)

Much of the project is to be built on re-
claimed land, even as project documents ac-
knowledge that reclamation makes the city
vulnerable to flooding. Further, our reading of
the Coastal Road Detailed Project Report and

FAact CHECK, GROUND REALITY

USCIRF, the Commission concerned over CAB: what are its functions?

Protest against CAB by Assamese film personalities in Guwahati. Dasarath Deka

the commission’s website.

The USCIRF's main responsibilities are:

M To issue an annual report by May 1 of
each year, assessing the US government’s im-
plementation of IRFA. It recommends coun-
tries that the Secretary of State should desig-
nate as “Countries of Particular Concern” for
engaging in or tolerating “systematic, ongo-
ing, egregious violations of religious free-
dom”; documents conditions in about 30
countries; reports on significant trends; and
makes recommendations for US policy.

B To engage Congress by working with

Congressional offices, advising on legisla-
tion, testifying at hearings, and holding
briefings on religious freedom issues.

B To meet regularly with Executive
Branch officials, including the Departments
of State and Homeland Security, to share in-
formation, highlight situations of concern,
and discuss USCIRF's recommendations for
US policy.

How does USCIRF define “freedom of
religion or belief abroad”?
On its website, the Commission says:

the Environmental Impact Assessment show
that these studies significantly underestimate
sea level rise, a key consideration for design-
ing a road being built on reclaimed land.

For example, in its assessment of risks
from sea level rise, the project uses data from
the 20th century (the period between 1878
and 1993), which indicates an average sea
level rise of 1.27 mm/year. (See Coastal Road
Detailed Project Report p 47, EIA p 98.)

But the rate of sea level rise has more than
doubled inIndiain just over adecadeinline
with global rates. Research conducted by Dr
A S Unnikrishnan and his team at the
National Institute of Oceanography in Goa
has shown that sea level rise has increased
to 3.2 mmy/year in the period 1993-2012
(Unnikrishnan et. al 2015).

The IPCC projects sea level rise to accel-
erate still further and faster in the coming
years. If infrastructure is being designed for
the future (and not for the past), then it re-
mains unclear why planners do not use cur-
rent and future projections that will more
correctly estimate future climate risk in the
design of urban infrastructure.

As we note flooding in Mumbai, else-
where in Maharashtra, Kerala, and beyond,
we ask, who would be held responsible for
the catastrophes that may unfold in Mumbai
when important climate data are ignored in
the design of new infrastructure projects?
And who will be held responsible for urban
catastrophes that might ensue, when climate
infrastructure and adaptation plans are never
implemented in the city despite all evidence
pointing to the need for urgent interventions?

Mumbai is in the midst of a climate emer-
gency. While it is slow and difficult to per-
ceive in the everyday, this emergency re-
quires city administrators to rethink how
Mumbai may be remade in and with rising

waters. These unprecedented times demand
new imaginaries, designs, plans, and infra-
structures, not the materialisation of failed
ideas of the 20th century.

For instance, award winning landscape
architects and planners Dilip da Cunha and
Anuradha Mathur have shown that sea walls,
river embankments, and reclamation do not
always prevent inundation from intensified
rains and rising seas. They instead magnify
the risks of inundation. Water seeks its own
level. While a wall might prevent inundation
in one part of the city, it would exacerbate
inundation in other parts. Managed wetlands
provide water with a place to go, but are dif-
ficult to create. What might the Municipal
Corporation do to make the city livable
amidst a climate crisis?

Climate change is not just an environmen-
talissue. It is a human issue and an urban is-
sue that will dramatically affect every resi-
dent of Mumbai, particularly its urban poor.
Mumbai’s current priorities are misplaced. It
is currently spending a large part of the city’s
‘rainy day’ corpus to construct a coastal road
that few will use. Wouldn't it be wiser for the
city to instead spend this money on mitigat-
ing the effects of actual rainier days, floods,
and rising seas that already are a new normal
in the city’s climate changed future?

(Anand is Associate Professor of
Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania.
His research focuses on infrastructure,
urbanism and environment. He is the author
of Hydraulic City: Water and the
Infrastructures of Citizenship in Mumbai
(2017) and The Promise of Infrastructure
(2018). Heis currently researching climate
change, the sea, and the city. Terensisa
Research Assistant in the Department of
Anthropology, specializing in Urban Studies)

“Religious freedom is an important human
right recognized in international law and
treaties... The freedom of religion or belief
is an expansive right that includes the free-
doms of thought and conscience, and is in-
tertwined with the freedoms of expression,
association, and assembly. The promotion
of this freedom is a necessary component
of US foreign policy.”

In its statement issued to “raise serious
concerns and eye sanctions recommenda-
tions” in the aftermath of the passage of the
CAB in Lok Sabha, the USCIRF said the Bill
“enshrines a pathway to citizenship for im-
migrants that specifically excludes Muslims,
setting alegal criterion for citizenship based
onreligion”. The CAB, it said, “is adangerous
turn in the wrong direction; it runs counter
toIndia’s rich history of secular pluralism and
the Indian Constitution, which guarantees
equality before the law regardless of faith. In
conjunction with the ongoing National
Register of Citizens (NRC) process in Assam
and nationwide NRC that the Home Minister
seeks to propose, USCIRF fears that the Indian
government is creating a religious test for
Indian citizenship that would strip citizen-
ship from millions of Muslims”.

Has USCIRF raised issues relating to
India in the past?

In August this year, USCIRF had issued a
statement against the NRC in Assam and
said that it creates a “negative and poten-
tially dangerous climate for the Muslim
community” in northeastern India. It had
said that the updated NRC could be used to

disenfranchise Muslims in the region and
is part of the government’s ongoing efforts
to introduce a “religious test” specifically
aimed at clearing out Muslims.

In June this year, in response to mob
lynching of Tabrez Ansari in Jharkhand in
India, USCIRF Chair Tony Perkins had con-
demned the incident. “We condemn in the
strongest terms this brutal murder, in which
the perpetrators reportedly forced Ansari to
say Hindu chants as they beat him for hours.
Ansari later died from the injuries he suf-
fered due to this horrific attack. We call on
the Indian government to take concrete ac-
tions that will prevent this kind of violence
and intimidation by a thorough investiga-
tion of Ansari’s murder as well as the local
police’s handling of the case. Lack of ac-
countability will only encourage those who
believe they can target religious minorities
with impunity,” the USCIRF chair had said.

In July 2008, it had urged the US State
Department to deny a tourist visa to then
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi, who
had been invited to attend a conference in
New Jersey. It had said that “Modi was pre-
viously denied entrance to the United States
due to his role in riots that overtook the
Indian state of Gujarat from February to May
2002 in which reportedly as many as 2,000
Muslims were killed, thousands raped, and
over 200,000displaced. Numerous reports,
including reports of official bodies of the
Government of India, have documented the
role of Modi’s state government in the plan-
ning and execution of the violence, and the
failure to hold perpetrators accountable”.



Wé@é o feeett | 11 e 2019 AR

HUTGhIT 5

forea wse

Iy 12 3ich 253

H&ST &l 3T B3 eIl

fa= w5 fden daryor 3 1a wEE
Hera fear for TR =AfFama 31 9
U I FH F TR FE i aifehen
T T o= 1 @ T | R T
amfefe gfg Fi waafed #H & fou
I3 ST T8 FHEH o ded H Fehell © |
TR 3§ o fam od ot gl faumet #
aTIfefeh gfg oX e 4.5 THiTE! 1@ T

2 | UUHR 1 SANTH] a5l § 3™
o HINTerd R TR qfehes ST A8 T |
TYH! U e § | ST F o
THY TEd TN 3 AR L W H
FHt &t ¥ foroeh a1 g€ aifehe sen
T | 3HY T8l R GUR &1 giehan
ST ST o S ST TRl | L Bl Bl
TS oM | Hey 9 < erafy §

g H GHR T HITe dedl § | TE,
T HEARA i T Jo & fag
1 ifeheh oM SR foremfa g s
Tee faert |

ISTET & T feaTa e1%or Seatt
q 2018 & 3794 SIS ATHUT H gl o
o efrerer a9 2016-17 ® I
A A AT 76,306 TR TIA HT
T TRTAT Selfoh YA qT ATk
HREART HIEEA] & AHd | 98
freaT 25,753 T9F o | 981 de fw
THfRT TR TR At Ia4ET T 1
HUe AfdaTd HRIART gl i
YTl §RT T TT T HT d4 T[AT

ATIE T H TSI g1 37X Tud |
GHR BT | BTeAifeh WUl Steferasen W
YT JuTd Hifd g1 a1 § FfE
AT QAT Tl ARG Tgd AT
TR

Feh T TLHR Yedel HL BTl
HHten T a1l S o i {Ee S
AT 1 T=BT L@l | 39 39 fawa W
3R efereh SR ITe o8d 81 9l |
THY TR ot YR fhan &l o0 o
ST o el H el 3114 se fefd
T Bl | SAUF TR W W d T 3R
el AR 3T HX T H! AThh
T i 91 e €, TET a8 off e

qoh o7 | X, SAfaaTTd gt &

foTT R X HY HE G SR T

W1 BT foh TR UoTel HUE & 1
R Hiad feafa § & IR S8 v I+

HIEA WO B T H Seiara
Al ToTedl T ST ST 1A Hehell ©
IR WHR H1 Terhra feafa @ik
forTe Tehdt € | SATETR faveryes T
£ o TR & faT 3@ T =
%I SIS o 3.3 HHaGl o 9 A&
iR T @Y SHYg € d9fE
srefeaen # frahe ufasr # 5 a9t

SR =T e o | 399 1 X @i
3R wifedt 1 A T Sl | s
ST ST | T SIS HHE o fT T
T 278\ gig & F= St e
Tl © | e off ffyea 72t ® f ema
R A FHrdl G T I &l Fifeh
e ged | @ srEd I =R © |
qifeher FT X ATl g FaEdr |

YR EIa1 &1 ferdn gafa Tsra 9
TS Y off <o H 1§ Fehdl © |

9 # fogufaal s g9 e 3R
frarerdl =1 arfdrer s@M 9 & <
BT | 30 T X off wfaet € | T
FH G TS HULO T IS d1el ST
EIRREERERISIRERIIIS CIHEXC S o
H IR | TATF TR st T

I H GER SR W8 & e H
TSI 7Y Bl Hehdl © | 39 o e TR
I T FINT H GEIFTG &l s W
ot faam & =1few | 39 SRA dohieh
T AW TR HL HL FoAT W
TR TErt =feT | 35 e g
T gl S 3R THFER SHigrarsii
R Y <dE HH T |

e 971 bf fapra & &3 | deard dloll & al

] T B

TMUD AR THAAIN Tollol bl U&E FreIfHabdT Solt &9 1 330
favg X TR ¥ 37961 37T ¢ 38 & Iferet e

w1 H 59 9 W 98" 9 @I
2 fop o witsper WSt | steran
smyfd anfaa srefegasen =i
giafard Y @1 2 | favawor fean
ST 1 I8 HalTel e 33T © Sel Hal
1 Y =Tehid 71 | Afs wafewd 7
Fl IUEH &THAl 9 HH Bl Al
Srefezreree I aNfYa it § | W

HA § AR ST ShiAd a1 ST
g1 W o gfg 1 el 37 & fo
&L g ) d9UR A 8 91Y | AR
T hIE oen 7 8 | UH 7 T gfd
¢ TU AT o HIeg| | ot &6t S
Tehdl § | 309 =] Seured 31X gfg
%1 HIg HeQ el THer |

# 9Rd ¥ 38 $9 39 YHR Hfed

Ffg TfeHa 7 & sres[E arafa®
ITYIEH, ITIEH &THal | &H g dl
39 SYfd &1 1 e sl Hat Hal
ST Hehdl © |

&= Het 3feh Sifeet gidl & |
fasrmaeiiar 2o & =t Wt & fag
fafer® wRET &1 STSET 3BT
ST B 1 5 g o
srcafyes fome onfe g § | Ao
7 3R e myfd & wR® off 3 &
I B € |

T 39 oI ¥ Heifed gt fow
R FEgell SR et wf TRy
STt ® 1 emgfd & w1 aneneti %
HIOT HIH ga1 A 81 Fehel &
for wafRa aim w1 €1 9| 9% a9

EId @A g | 9 1991 & 915 § 9Ra
1 gfg w1 M KA H i
senfiid 8T @1 € 1 3/ fa geH
F H e @ud i fae w4 &t
a1e Y yfyert W HalY | *eT S
9 % 9 15 Hrg A o 5|
T I HIA & ITHRT Himal §
1991 & ag ¥ fiRmEe o1 8 139

AT | B &1 hl STAY SUHEHT
3 STUTER /T oY THHT I8 € |
St T 89 wge off 1 o1 1 39 9
& gamr € fo 39 &9 @ " gy
B @R

ERESI N Git{l‘ld SHAY ?ﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂ
e i TR H ) I
BU & FSehT ST 91 Y 37Tt 30
FUE T SATETE! HIAT S | TE ST

TEd & ITh! HiT gEfaT ST Tt
Tehe Urdl Fife smgfd & &1
A T HIHAT ! TG T E |

AffeF w1 9g1 g3 a9,
TR AR Stfavada el Syfd,
e SEeE B &1 faw, sy Te
fam@ W wafs s=am 7 37 i
frsguret ofir gam e ik
YUME & 1 USRI X 07
Fifaet & gHET T8 3 9 ot
STATGHT H HHT ohl THE 1 TTAT
Toera € | 399 o Jgdt § SR
Feqetl AR Fare w1 ToraTgt
Iedre gHTferd g € |

s Fifa & wRa < 5™
arelt gfafswan off Gdrase T8t @
71 e SR =gAan B sifsta
FHIA Il DI GIE TOTEAT BT
qfewet areft sl | g1 Hard &
Tl ¢ 1 599 gfg I off HIE wETEa
721 foerdt | afew 399 a9e &1

AN gl © 3R get gEne d%

qg 9 | Yiufashdl &1 9@ ot | 781
FRU T T AR AR Adrsit
I T H fafean gfawn, =it 1
R Igdd s e dan @it
OISR STETd St
gfament # grafqsar 9sH &1
Sici

HIS[ET w8l & H3 SRR A
foita iR 01 IR & 99T g =mT
FIeHT | SIS1 € | 3/ Ay s1afy &
frerer-=or fiwdl &t &t off O TR
foam wem safy § <o ot gfg
1 Frufor foran ® | 62 Streher
¥ & Jem ®=or gfaw, T iR
fraw &1 SRt I 9 BT gEr

87 Siifdl H fohT TTE o

W SeiaIaRn W ST SR

WA &t 99 ifd 7 T T
THelal YR R fan © | 31
TR 91 Higdnd qresfeh €9
T Yoy & | F wifesfaes
wifedT, YT GRe, e
sfrenfite d@edy dfear i
grarfere gren e T
R fHek Hfed =l T ST
1 e H G99 1 qIid
#2 oo on iR simnfres
ey Gfgdl ol 74 28 TR
aﬁ@wmﬁﬁmﬁww

9 & ® SR 38 weg |
e ¥ U9 R ST Ehan € |

T IR dieast § ga
28 #9 WAl I FHAMEA
fopan T ¥ 1 598 | 13 A
TR &, @ TE
HTHEHTSI BT Higdl, 3113

T T | 39 qedlell § <0 § aAfed
T TR H HiS[ar Hal H 39 916
g fafed € T <o =1 gfg men

I WIS e Hiea,
TR FA RIS Hied
TR A A Strenfites dety

H1 BTETTA HASL 1 gL HLAT
AT T 9t g1 I8 Wi SR
Tl fe@ w1l

#3 wef 3R 9% <olia ot & off
o 7t 9 f9eq & fou eteumaty &
I 3Afueh YT © | AR A
=g feon ¥ yarg off fre & 1§79 =%
gema ot fean on fo gf=mm Hifss
3R w01 ifq & ATl 1 AT
f zg foom ® wam feam <
qFHAT T |

Y TR YRT i AT famTa

I o1 Yl TR R fogaam
¥ T 91eT HUS T A 9 HI
TAfera A w1 gfd w2 @ g 1
safay e e 3Ta 3=
BETAH &5 9 HY Ia9 9t ST
3R et WA &1 &6 T8l T 9 @I
T | IR <9 T T TSt yErH

&5 F1 STETE! 1 ST | ol i
W 1 37 aEqeil T daned w1
wial 4 fR@ firmee o © fo=
atd® gfg 1 9q@ Heohdasw A
W1 € | 30 &R, < s w5t
IUMFT FU, AT ABMC AT
e €1

@ fiREe &1 yq@ v &

ZId1 & 59 A o170 ScuTeehdl HH

STRIHTY, F@d A AR GSTa

2 AfFT 9% FeNE wEdR W
T H ot SR HeemTa anemd
Tt € o 9 A 1 sETa Y
W SATEE I i HHEA1eT &l
i el § | gAaH ST R ISR

FrerEe § dedtd oMl § dl 39 el
31fereR aTTes TR wHTEE e "
1 TR YSH HT B | T8 HeA
safy &1 wm ? afwd @F
TR I &1 YT STeUTEy &
I | g =nfew ) afe a7

Hfgar o wmifea forg mu )

T8 Teh Aol TR AT ST
aRd H effede gurl &t
e TR T ST T T |
T F9 SER 7 A
TIHR o 7T 7 2002 |
e didt oft | 35 gama
femn en for His@r 99 At
F1 faam 9= 92 998

,.4" &
ijé; @?'J:pﬂ
# w F

NS

U & Hgmd

% A I T W@ qH
& ST TIHR A GIET,

RehTE qora TeT o Tehd € |

e, 7€ 9w difa o
siferEed W fasdar &t
vgfa <elt 78 © fored Hae
o fafy-fmia o gw =t
g e ¥, eftenfites
oy dfed # 39 |WH
LM bl HE9 @1 T
a9 100 @ ety
Al a1 SAEnfis
yfase™i & e & fag
Fel A1 S HA THT SR
RIER KAt I R R I
T ST TR T | AR
T 39 WY HE Td T

10T T ShTHeRTS BTETd

[ ™ §H HEAEI R TH T

wHiear § W@ faa g1

THRI Hl I8 e ff § T
g fF 3 srferga W o
gl # R affeni i

g| ifd 1 =R w@iead
srefeTrarTen & U 7Y &
H guri &1 feafa & a0 &
T S § 2 39 I Has
* =R oeq fafeard T
TEd, s TR 1 g9 Tifa
e Hewaqul &5 | Eg i
gfiht 7 W G T
ifaat 7@ wE A FE H
e &I had Yd, ©
Td dd q &1 HifHd
T 1ot wft &t B Tt By
TR gfhe 9 et Aifaat 7
FHTA T T T B
g1 Taad § fo fafa=
I o foTT gl 7 A
ATl T Ha1d A 3Td
JurEt TET WA | 3H TR
AT I o e T % T
T 3T -3TH ASIgl &
T Y Thd & AR a8 T
% oficR 3TemT TRl & fag
fauifa o7 @ %9 781 &1

A S AT | =T A
sirefire deiy, wisfoes,
qrTFSTeh &M, AT i

Tohdl |
T, U L
faum & et =t ifeat

HTIT0T T ShTHRTS BTeTd
R GYE TfSd &I I FEl
o7 | AR TR | 5 &%
17 9@ a% fovivg wd
STREE 37 YEAal oh 3T
FT AR T9 A R/ | T

] HIHI HH HT fen &
oo, uRgfae  gfean
gffeed war § for seetm
& AW H fESH i
iR Y& BTH F Ted

=TT & T L THR ¢ |
Tl WE WIS gRaT
Hfedr 1 AHE TWHR &
IE Y <d ¢ fE @
ST IR Y HHART
g 9ty dire
(SHTw=T) o1 HUER T
st frm (Sugegdt) %
T H AW 9l S hi
T s Hehdl |

e, 2 gm Aifg A
FHHEIET FT 2 AT T
HHIfEd L o faw A
ERNEEEEIREIEN L]
s1fyer Y < 71 SArEnfiTR
Ty dfea a9 sty aret
HHAE i Wt o1d HLdl ©
3R g% gifeed wdt € &
3% off UM FE FH 91
frafaq ssd=nfEl &1 wE
HHTISTeh Y& e T iHen
& gt ey et | dvmTE
[T, TATEL TS hIHhTSI
gTerma dfgar T, fhew,
THReH e Hifedr 9 Y
g3 W ot @ry 'hh
gt gran d@iedr o
g # Tt ud o ey
T 31af ol HH=IRET S
ot T 1 WM § | Hiesa
U9 ¥ darfad &M o
ST ot 9ia HH=ER

8T -9 9999 ®

foan T @ ATUTEty % UM
AEERITaSIId Hal i asig a1 |
gRd &1 TH e 3t eftenfiren
Hifaai TIR HTH HT STAYIFAT ©
S FET AT A R FHE
gfg ufshan @@ &{ | G| %k € 7H

T W YR T gfeget & sgd
forem iR Tameen €T o1 Gehd |

T ¥ A 3 Al & ol
T 1 =il sl WXied i SATehien

T deaTd g1 T g iz
eIy 379 & Wl § hEd 9 off 99
T | 3 IS W A 7 S 9
% 0 TH A H BH G ¢ |

faerfaen €9 Wi 9@
=eTdT T 1 39 est ==iel
T I8 off vl el o TR
O TeHifae w99

fITerT =T Weh STErER <1 |
et stfyise srdaret
Tt Y& R Tkl § 59 I
el & i Fgt IeaEd
TG ST | AR e
wfgd & wreq § 9fasy fafy

HEHR Al 79 TH HIFRA
T SR 99 HAl &l 91
el § aMFd HE FH
THEA o TS | BTetifeh ST

o TS M ki frerent
w1 wifed W off wi= o6l 1
qHg-Hr @ T T 1S
g & de e @

9 HIT o SECH B | TS
srefeTaw arelt I, e
71 feerit SEt Sufaar &
HHAET Bl o 39 e
1 ey fHaer

URA sTefeacen R 99
Hifa 7 81 © 37 o s|amt
T STER TSA1 79 ¢ | Aferd
%D Ul 918 &1 I8 qa1 9
e ok 3 aead fohd @@
3T TeAd B

foree : I &1
fSraren 2

foea ¥ a1 W@ 9919 99R
AfYFE 7 HHaR H1 S|
I H Hig o foran se TR
difeat wme s foad
TUEHS SIS T4 &1
TR gEES &1 TE AT
T ST T AT | AifeA

31eeT faRie

TS 1 TR @ dl FhiFd THMERI i GREi ot
T LIV H 9 WRI H @ & T 100 T I
200 T % UEH T § | TS oot § off @
% M 100 94 T UE 9 o © | AR & 5d
FH1UE U] a9 o I TR ALY T8 W /A
mﬁﬁﬁmﬁmm%ﬁaﬂwﬁqwz‘eﬁ off 39
a9t o TH Ad S qg=Ad & qens o
A | s FhR oh @S HhiAd A T8l

G2 & fere ot

GINIECGIRCEEE]

HEE H HHAR HI Td Hl
TRl S foree TRk
B T | T[§ WA AfHA W
EUUICE - IR C R C R i
fRET & it gare &
dtg, 94, Tt oik gord 8

= | oft <ifer 37 T@i ol TR

g | T oo gt | sH ST
| A B iR SR S
Al © I TS BN Al B
P | ST < T TRET R WA g

| | T o7 | iR o Shesl ot
8 | YR F SAdeh! FEYS Y

| YR H At fataterR @
PN A T AT W H T
/T | ot okt WET IR gl e
e | TATREl 1 T ot B

Tt 9 3 w1 afsae]
BT @ fui fean mn &
g fofa SreRae sremet &
GHTE o o1 foren T | |iws
BRI Afsgel Bed ¥ Framn
17 I T AR ST Hohdl |

el g1 WesT 9 gfsue)
BreA o 0 fae S & a1
3= o7 wel # foerm areft
afeget off Brgd &I Tga
HTAT AMMEC | WIFST I ATA

o 9, SR 1 g H e T I ! AR faler qeeH & 7 foean | 3= HHSE & ANl il AR e ' CHHIT | AN HENEA | R W ¥erd a1 g A H
2, UV R FEEI R | A a1t w1 Afeen wrEfwdiel H1 = & Tk e ARTReRa et TRt | fadere | B . - Torereres v ol gen & forerst | off g2 fHerdt 8 15 57 vl
S e ® R it =1 = e H fou it &5 TR &1 Hfshaan &1 = o el T © TR 1oy yeret | faiy Ueei 31 W1 R | Hay | AaR 3 Ia B deAs | 9 of §el B | I e ATt g w1 W
-1 @A 91 15 g Jart %11 9t wrdwatetl & eferen o8f @ St 31 feHay, 2014 T 9RA | IST Homd © o 39 fadaw | awiliwar dehes fdes T AR, T feoedt | W SIS o A | AR §
IR o | 81 Tt w@ TSR T@ 31 & ol o @IS T Jo% L Gk © Sk (1T | R XA 1 gl | STSIET o | uifva gam -ttsimg | IEET o AT W HTE HH
1 39R foan 1 39 difean -1 fohedl & Tane deth AMTIRAT S 1 AT H1 | THI IR & 9 THS gU - AT BT AT © 9 gEfely 3¢ B HiSl W
T TSI TR S8 i ¥ et | iR € T sdm STl | Heg H 39 fadme & | faed wifewa s ge | fare Tt off | et SR
3R FoF awEn favaf Ja N ofw 3 wEa gFEE &k W@ﬁmmmgwuqu“qawm(mqi:mqsl)aﬂ;aﬁaﬂ%mwaﬁmimm | AT T TS W W
St wifeE w1 wfe € ) B I &I ATOF KT FH F fomaft <l 1 e § foh o | e g3 | WRa o RO S0 | WEE WE ol % AN i | HES % held # WrE oSl | Ugd g ¢ | UH § 3% UH
FHifdd &1 difedt ¥ gat | FRO Nk TW e feAl % YR W ANNRAT <1 | o EE gft ot 67 gAE | yarted fha S o e | R faer At afsaet w1 faes gt e @ fared @
AT T © | 37 I8 difedn |  HTH WG UL Sfaa & & | oo s § | sifyewr few w1 @fed | yareT @ o=0 & fau 9 | Sl 5 Sl S WEA | WRS % At §ieg
AR FHE o Al &l <% N T8 Wil 4 wET foh sEaniyer | Mifehtar SR Aielew SR | G § W FS 7 YR § IR0 ¢ UEd © | 9l WiEel g 9 | STe % WREd ¥ off et
Rt e e TR | \\ = S;gﬁgfwww%é;@ﬂ | T TS | TR SN Wis
Te A qEA Em A BT AR TN ST | ey sy e @9 o 9 U2 e A E : AT, Rioro 2SS, 4, qEigz e | 0 1 9ed w01 A 35 Wf
mi@ﬁﬁ:jﬂi | ?_f:, ﬁgﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ?; ST A, =Ts f&eeil - 110002. 31T &3 Sact off BT HAbd & : lettershindi@bsmail.in W%ﬂzﬁmﬁmmﬁm
BIANY \‘ \‘}_ - 1%.'3 %}?WEE%EF i T U31/SHc | 31U STeb Udl 31T Seilthlel SR 319 Tois | : < it i, et




Wwww.jagran.com

11 feiaR 2019

31%7e1 3 T2 ¢ fob <ul bl JERH i Bl & 7 Bl 1

YRR ¥R GYRIR

7 SIeTHT <kt TS  foh AR | wiRa AiReRar HeieH
ferérarsh W R FeTs SR @ St e ST @
S S HfHeh TEN TR STeqH@AHh o 3cdied & Aol § gfar
R FEAT A IR T STeTHETH U 7% 4 sifow wid i
T & I8 SR o e § WRA ol THied < Tohal &2 R
ferereeh TR a0 @ ol TR 4 feoqult 9Rd % Aidies
AT H EEerT & Ta, A bl A R i R o B
IE e & YU ST Wehl & o ST WH 98 efsel SHifery
R ok, Hilfeh TR e foavell 3o 98 QAR FH H S gUE
foF o1z fadrreh g forieft &1 enfer fSra fadrees %1 3@ &
fereft it 7ot o TR & el lg AT1-o1 & Tl I et
I W SR SR ST %@ o o R qeert o fed §
Tl ? IReRaT [TERIe ol TToht STHEER GOTaR de fohall ST
1 & ST foer T SafEt <h STare 34 gu Jens e e A
IR-9R 48 e fohal foh 0 ST Haras 1 IRAIE et
Y PIE - T | ST o7 39 g # o & 3 el &
i ST &, SRiifen IS 39 farsren o 5= % ol & srgey
A T 2 1 s IR YAt o Yiehed 2 3R 9Rd b fed s
& oF g R % @i AT ST H S Rt geTerd < & S ?

I T o 3Te- 9ol RO & foh AReRT freraeh ahl oTeht
AR FH AT T9 F ST T o 39 q27 i STHSE FHEA
e R T & fop A 3o e fodmfoa 20ft ot Seaam =marea
% U 3% LR BT SRR T | 98 37<el gl foh Wi 3
TR foErRe: T Uk STHRERT STRIRT 0l fewoft &1 yfqarg
T H S T | 9 ST i fewroft sTreeaeh & e,

ST & o 7 B 1 30 39 uRfad A =fen foR g et
T 310 e | 7 7 el W © foh 3 R St
e TR § SR foh Eit o6 el 2 3k Ul o S
i ht STETCT 3 T off S & | SR 1 R o feRed S
! I8 79 ¥ 1 SRR T2 fHel Gehdl foh WA o ARHRERAT
T fam-r R 2 ? 98 STIaeas § foh 9IRd TR
R 1 ot T W < o 9% 39k tdfen wmwet § e
3TSH Y 91T 37T | 75 T 3fard & foh 9Ra i 1R § Wik
T SfeqH@Ee o IcdTed o HHe hl 33 S|

IR ok Teehel Se F JH-feeR THA S Tl B T
A B | 5[ el st Searen 3 ASTR % fore se et fosr
T aTel & GO W TR e U1 5 dle Tl F5

TR el § S T | SR Al TART H 3T a1l 78 @
G 1 9 G | 37T 3G h1 e fe v 7 | e foret
USHIR hl ¢ el e ot & | T ohg TR o
TSI bt eI 7 100 TG SJE o1 Sl o STt 1
e fora B | e g Gl sTeAe § hfee HHe
31 SR TR oh Siaeh § the RN 3 3T SIR <
i FoRfST o o pe oA SRl 01 seqwrer eiferd o e B
T S 3 T63t ST ¢ 3R 3ok 39 el § Haifes
TIfd @ T BT | 7 el 2021 ¥ Smet § 29 aret
faerren gAra # 1ot & ver § HRtet o # SRR Wied &
ekl €, ek Jl T9rehl ¥ T8 & ToTgy a1 ol S5 Wrel arer
| PRI 1 St ofe firet i & g €1 Sl S W
31} qeh ST o & dee] Hel @ 9, Wfeh 37al 3THTST ol
oS 3 forw Sie ot <R St i et | 7 i e

e el i Asiitad i § Hareh {9 3l | Shg TR

3 S WSt #eRae wae, 1987 % W&d Sfe oS
TR TN 2| ¢ e I il < oh feae ek TR 3

T S R §1 39 Tt | ahdel Ui IR g eI iR
A fergrt e fier | Rk sie, 7t 31k forer @ 7,
sfifeem, o7, 1Y wew, Tremerd @R BIgw S U= off T
et 3 | W 3 3 et o e e & @ 1 R
e e TEIfTeH 7 o HIS SRR % 6 HaH i el
139 Tl J STef Tk TR JASTIR i sieran e, aef gl
T GETER0T TR0 3 oft et fHelT | §RerR 3 e il
A R ek 7 2| s i S T ek T S W
i ¥ W iR fean &1 21eft 7ok e et t sTueteHd &
T FICARSR HIRUNTH S SIS ol e i i o
T 3 g2 el g8 o, SR TR A SE Sl W 3R
AT T ek TR Gl e 3t fiehT T 8| F1:638 9
e U Rl TR g ATl 2 | s § e fiedi
T 3R T firedi 1 g Te § ISTIR T e T 2 iR
el 32l Rl M e |

mmmmmﬁmﬁw

3fadl Prell

SIS DI MW Tl

B a1feT feb ATRepar fadaed
BIUBNIG U B AIc D
Fed A ues

TRear G fa87e W E9g
F i 2R IR I59 ™ &
g o=q difew ¥ off § R
e wifear ¥ of | ) PE 39 a1 9
e F 3T T T W | e 3
fardraes 1 gfemm fodieh & R W T
WEEIS fades & Ry AL
IR G gHleTT T B W o
HFor AR W g o 819 & sheh
T THAT R © B, Fifh T8 TSt
T % 3T FAE T STeTEER 6 9e
¥ & fSTen! el SR-fosm = |
1947 H T8 I A1 A TR
R Sear gl a9 WRd 7 o feg
rrarett & Terd € SMETRa <1 S
e T fora | fég AT YeRgeIfen
TPt & AR SR ot oft der 3 T
FE B THAT o T | IR SR
T T & TRdl ¥ 9 U9 © R 9Ra
7 fafsr= deif & anfifer TTYR W gaT
T AN % foTe e gR foRe Serar
F Y GieT | 39 Hidh W 9 H Tl
TResTe 1 G ot forar ST e i
A T S| TR 9IRA 3 Rt o
ST ST o el Enfd femen o e
forsit foae a1 gfaren o SR 7, e
IR § ST B a1 TIiehed™ 3 G
T AR <1 TN fomar | e U
4 o 59 aet or=s-ard g |
ftieh STCUEEF © ® 91 37 aftish

ATIEEAH 1 39 IHIG H YR
IR TR T foh foh T <91 H 3R
SRR GUerd T | g 7 3% Tord
[ifera fomam | ST& SveTesT WihEE 9
ST 33T 1 39 off Gg I TR
T SN R | T % WY 37 SN
Wt F STeATd AR 2R 3aied &
RO HifHeh STCTEh! hl G Tl
IE A T | 55 fouda wra § geermt
I T aGdl T | TS qE T 14
e & T &

ATReRT Geie foerees # qifhem,
AR & YAl ST dE I
STHITEI o1 Seoid § e o R
Tt g IR AT F GHAHR MG
% Jod faat @i fegalt 1 T
ToT| 9 WHIC @l g 4 off <@
TRg | 36 SR AR faeaes
¥ TR 1 et feman T &
TReRdT F9ie fagees o foliel @
Th 2R E R 27 99 2 % Ty
AR ¥ o Tt B 3e /el
14T el el i T Tkl |

i H sremfear iR forr Fam
S ® 81 98 79 § STd 3 98
TS o B 1 R 3 e iR
% Fofor § Herees o 31 SHeh ot
AT 1 217 § 39T SR ST
T MR WHR i TSR st
139 fSwiei & fore 38 Sarece amn

ST =feT | qifeRed & Sy
Zolh H T A1 Scfied 39l 3 W E,
e Tt o TN STCAUI o 3TN
T T | T ol T B efiieh 3MER
R foRT ST aTet 3cte ol W= Tl &
ST e |

TMAR & 3WHH 3o H A
e & R & ® §1 376 Sadted
T 3T G G P TR STeeTd 6
e o7 fearfq Tmse S S W R
A H B T (&g off Afewn strdferai
& Bt yefea o T €1 9%a foT Té g
S 9 U el § THA T B4 G
fegeit & vra firet 911

Ifer R weieE fadas &
et o e fegelt iR qaermHt i

T fafiad TR B | 78 SRR dfish
STTEEH 3 Iedied W 70 ot 31
Y & TR e o Hid Sarece
T R TR 1 st § 390 dre
e S B 1 SR WA © o ST
AT ! G fopan s |

T 3feyt fova o & foRedt S
STEd TE, ferd oSl % WAk
et # <90 Rt 7o W = 7 fath
TRTT % SReaRIv] ¥, Tieh sTeferawen
% forerst @ ot Tisdien § o Ie @ R
IRT Sy foprasiiar 531 ¥ faeme ey
i ST A § 1 O # 2 7 W
T R MR B 21 ferd Ironfeff

off snftret =& fopan T § ST W
i 39 T & o9 © TR 39 fades @
TR, faursT o Teet 37K 918 o el
¥ faeT &1 erpmivar =0 fadaes
%1 foem & @1 96 & gg S I

1 WPR F Gehd § 1 37T o AT H
TG <9 off 39 Ui el @ ST
TR foea & o0 W ey fodt &
et dar s fed & T 7 | SifersTe
i < T T W AARY § e

B 2R ¥ T | AN SeR Siad i
IAe F IRG F AN R E 1 39 4
I TEE & Y YA T F | 39l
e I ST IO TS T
G T ST ool & T G| TR
YA 3 ST 3R U= S %k F
o & B e & fore oft e Ty
F R §1 W e S i =% T
o TS T T, Sfeeh Tl Aared &
T Sl die S # ToHifde Twe &

feTe e i aemE 34 B
eI e & S i R & o
e &1 ® @R I oft 3G T Bl S
Tl | 7 Tl fefesper ot &1 STar it
3Th! WA THUS T el o
e & gHifedt & &g e ot T w
E1 29 GeT 1 wende WA # fe @i
37T Tl & & | ST IS Haetsl Tal
o T e % qarA & A wA
¥ Wepra Rl S| dfeh favedt <al
R § TiRenar faees 1 fode feman
T T & 39T 9 T aHTcHs wEel
off o1 W B &0 T foR R gk
39 99 & YSUIa T aren THE,
S 99 IE & o6 T S AE
S-S 7 | e SRen S Heed a
 THfeTT TR 3ot 3R TR o fow
I AT ¢ foh I8 Al 7 T I
3R 78 Tre Y foh =9 fadae &
&Y Fii fe T ? 39 fades WEEg
YR T % TR &, AR el
¥ S 1S9 G @ 9Rfe 8 ey
S o & 3 T AT & o 3 39
T 3R A Teh & | TRERFAT 3R et
Tare R ol e § e & s 8
(WIRaeh SR Td TSt ifdeh
fergernes §)

response@jagran.com

aRIe R gl fsied

& % 1=l 9ed 313y Al HiHY i
650 Hiel & foaw 12 feder & g9
B T W &1 WRA i 0@ foeT H o
R U F o I B &, AR siffte i
SfR=Iaar o Feid ael 3 o aut # JsHfas
R 39 FR I foh 2015 % 9IS § I foreA
AT T T g 2| e % snyfen sfoer
¥ 7% To e Ul 919 §1 39 st Suh
A T T8 T BT | 27 fore 9N R = B
A 2016 H U AT TIE & §RT foreT &
TgHEAF 52 e sl A [dE i
T § IR e @1 foamerae o foran,
TerT &1 59 SN fo1e i Toifeeh IR qrfsten
T 1! 1S A T, et g g # TR
s 1 H 1983 ¥ el o TG I faverior
W g, W gEl § T hedree, 3 wid o
Za STRIY-JAR Teet helt Tél <@ | <9 o
B ST e 21 = feifa €1 g et
& 3R ST 31T A o 9 emwiferd &1
2008 i T HET % a1E § foeT @l
el 3R TE W | e, e, e
3R HfTeR e § R welfaar 2 W 2
FHSIR Tk ok AN 1 I 9 Tl ¢ | TR
3R omRY & < i @ off Sl 1 ST 3
fomerarell &1 fou & forg foea & =ga 4
TSR 3 5 s HeEd ¥ ferg
e Bl S ST I H | foe wfaad
A e A STgEH S 8| Ie & forn
2018 ¥ fo1eT 7 I €9 % aoic # 8.9 3RT
U3 1 SifaRe ST fean| sifesie o uarer
Jareit 1 7 € o e HE e % 9E 8.9
3RT UES T AN SRpH ThT ol e,
forem 2R ISR S T2 Yanell W @ fopen
ST HR
TAIEG hoRdicd el & JeHa siRe
SHEA 1 e € o g Sfad & /a9
SifesTe fades 1 fham ¥ Tee 998 § 19
A ST 3R 30 T § et e
T § Y o7 ST | fefeRel SHishicer el st

YOUR vors l:.n.fu

TOP
BDRIS

ﬁq@wwﬁﬁm@wmwm%
[ERGIRICEUREPERRE CECERTY
Teh 1 T h | R 39 e W U T4
SHA EUE HUCH | I ST 3 39 7T FHEG
1 guelA fopan @ fore i == =6l B <m
3R AfE TSI 1 @it R ez 4 fse R
g H o @ AR U i 39 A AR
SifeFsie | AT Aaerarel & 7§ < TR § |
& 1 7 for ifam Ten 9 & WEAT o Tehd
& 3R T & ke ¢ foF S Rifel B T
TG 7 e | 3% Whieeie 1 SIS & THefs
RIS TR el (THEAY) o | et
TREHR T TS Fehel! & | TR TeA & I8 8
gl & for afe e 3 Sfersie o Shem foman A
TE ThiCHS i TSI & foaw ST o8 i
e, Selifeh Thieets i ST 93 H T =t
%1 T2 % aga & w7 & foh At wgud
3R TeR el i e TR T ¢ dr dfasy
¥ {3 2¢ TRl ¢| Whieets TAReS fohen §
37T B TRl B

fafew TorHifa &1 o 2t fRETSHs vey

SAfTar &l 914 | ARG 9T & IR § JqT
ST & o 5% fah oo et oI eTue o
Tuefent hf feidr &1 SR Bfel 270 R-ammyelt
foraRl o =T e faareree ® €1 98 fsea
T ST Fehi Tl i | I8 TR 9
AT T 7ok fore 3 Afer 21 o fekielt
W@ 1A R TS falelt 39 & TR o mim g
e FHIIR F T e % TH | 98
TR % 39 gfteehiu & off gwed X & R
TG FIUR & AAGMIDRT 1 Secie L & &
FHIfe o ARA feh T o HRO 9RAT T F
el R el § ARSI 81 15 R 1 59
IR Hel ok TR AR o oA ok W ST
AT T & I BTR) MR THedeh o Uk offe
J Te T Teui R | 39 YeuiH H ier Ul &
2 QIgE) N et sreeprss s feu | fader
H TR Tl & Ak STeeeH # oTfwse 370
B o e 3R F9UR &l STSe) & THefd |
TS T IR foRall 1T | WifeRsat Swefeh i
FHondfed Tt & 3 WF P & & T TH
S % foren 2, 8 oIRa & et & eTarst
3 ot | WG] F R WIel o qHeA § 98 o
UReY 3 ST 9 &
forfeer g & it 39 wiveries We w1 fade
A F AT IR e & e 7 ot fefew g
die Hed T T oer feliell fEm e
1 I 7% & foR sxam 3R 3R 6 A S
gfierm die @l guIfad 3 aret eer Al ofe
78 foepaa 9 w® § o5 9Ra fseq it ool
Torifa § SEET R @ | S arfdehdl
4 fauwliq 21 sifesie & faarerae Teifd
3 foea % wfew ot 1 Tl e EEE 2
& STER R TAEH I T 1 Tl ¢ | <ferorafert
3R FrUferE o i HH doran e & | wifea
H 3 959 S | ST Fel Tt S @ B
e 37Tt YoHaR i YoIg hordfed el i agad
Tl fireTar @ wfSte o o 7 ferfa erfafva
FTE qh S & |
(T wied § © © 9IRS TR E)

aqgie

ferahr SR fomer o STe wegfg ok gdfg

] A T € | e A Ak § SR
Tl ol 3T T 1A $9R Yed Siwe vifer
T30 STaE § SR A W Sff T TR A
! ol foeRfd 2 § R AT T e for
ST 2| WG I Se # HR A & FRO
2 =ferd o1 forer 3 81 91 gfg-Ta B &
I I B W@ Y T o S 6|

feR ST Tt STel Sl & TRATH S
F T H 9o 1 Uqdfg F ®9 F <ol Goa
TeH F §, FTE 38 A YR & alfeRd
@, Tufd, = 3, F9-Fd, Te-fer #
TIftq 2t et § | T $¥aR o i e
19 B o RO Goffg-Id AR B W-T |
1 SR % i ifkendr & HROT & 39kt wfa
11 I B A e R e e L B
Stelfer Hagf % RO STHE AfR o ST
SHiferpraTst &R T & | Rt % Tmer 39 a1
e, frel W il SR Hegd Tl a2

Tedfg & SIRO § & Sad & e
SIS sl ol FHIEH Rl ST |
HEEERECE:R SR i i)
Tgf§ &SRO & g e el S
fora Xd 911 92 siadfte & SR = o g
Bl 39 fom o =Af g, 9, T-ged e
ST SR €1 Sfereh JIfd 3R e &t
HrefeRdl 1 WM TR Hagfg o SR
& Fug 3@ T -7 Sem Fr TR
Td [ Yo 99H & T e de 9 @
TG % SR A A= w4 9| e
el | Iepte Ui, W@d, Y 1 ST
o1 3R 3% U1 KT ST T bl TR
T o, A JE SR AReet T
e & ST |

I G T H 9 N IRdl & 9 Y@ § SHa § il ygE wiedt & Aarell & ufd response@jagran.com ToRE B
A AR Wi dad i HilT T8 3 o T 1 A e TS T |
T e Wied  saste ol sfives § fora AR THFAR oA, Terae
YT G T R 89 M AN Gedt H ki ol faehr SR, wAfeh 31T off e9R Eled, IR <
TN AT & G % A fore et aaqmn 81 whe, e SR el fo gRen S % uagslélas’ramﬁaﬁmm
AmtETE e Hared, T o iR deet difen & | giw R of oid o 9 <9 ¥ T AR weq e @1 ® 21 TS B H o s agd & 98 U AMReRdl fadee’ % Hed # 81 AeReran
R T, ¢ fvea & qhAIE % HEel | @M S O1d el @ 8| 3R g ARG Hedl  gEe §1 3 B i ol aifeu sik afa fa ¥ Tl fadees @ iRt St Wi @ feRa
3 o, 1973 F o TeREn dT A3 dep-ID! FHL] F e W § A9 Sffeq did # | @ @ ST A 98 SR 3 b Uk ok srgedr el Sl it o O wifeu | o eda WY T 96 dle ok i ToHitd 9 oiaua g1 S oft
¥ e Wi s 3 g & ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ@gﬂw W@ 8! 3 A fefSed wifd % 99 W | o 3R WoTaq A 1 h RN | WS WHER H T T I RISl I S HIAT SN T ST AT SRt folig R T § IR ST Wi St
U Rl I Tee HeEe B Td P N ' TR T 3fed el @1 81 fRg o | STog & S0 A B e e e | S S R foeett o Tifert # et festell % AR SN iR WE I i STERd ¢ | WifeR¥dH, S
o =1 i TG S e e RICIES BISTE o ot o f v e oo o 2 | 8 . et 35 o 91 0 o oA o 0 9 e o $i SRR A afe S 29 ¥ 98
1 Bt foh formT o1 78 =ekien $5Te F fosieh foheetd, G Setie, SRTE | hded o e & af foR T Arfies sifear e 3Tt feeet favafaenea oo sl wRa # Rard < 1 9are & 76l @2
e e [ g R & Tmifed A ! 80 IS WeEd A HR &1 v Wt oX il weed fefStedt wRa A | A forddt &b o w2 ST e swent foly FRIE 3B § AR T | 3k Sifafker =T o & @R S 2014
TSt T o ST % a6 1 k0 1 o1 € o6 30 Qe # 50 ¥ 60 @ AISHI o o serh o7 Tehdll €1 TfeAT. | e €, S I8 Tl & foh fehe gfeerm < Teol ¥ 9RT H TR 9 T § IR Y 9RA i
g eI & el § 9 Ot @ W Uided o8 off @ B Al g fefSedimu F mu-ag g R W | o i § R o o At & fA srer-etem  dfaee = weft e qen el 3 0 R AmReRdr < © 7% fadee 3wk ded § ¥ ey
wRafda g &, g ‘foshdiha dohien’ <ok d U foeshet o T ol IRa off T SRR Rl STEYAhd €| TR | SR &2 A o1 B o T o | R Uk 9ur feu E Sl SR S A W W A ST €S- ek 9 SiTeee 9 ST SR A 3T o ST
1 TRV Bl YR 3 | o 39l H Hiaeet B 1 STEA 1995 & gofl, ol WANT ag | JATaRor HXeqr 2 | F STCT-376T o o AN & foIT STeM-3TeM  Sifad, SIS, FHH, SRIe ol 1R & @i qaiR o 311 Toul o1 T & oieed foal & | Tie
IfFehT Wec Ul W& 2| G BT Tehelh  STel ST ok dehiol G Sifd oy SRR fasm § Yo wE aen S-fnen | e i I T | 3TR S Al R =Aferd % 3 sl WEhfa Bl ST T o AU 39 W e 3o &
T Sie a1 T8 TRl e fawfad  F dopeie e EOR B e ¥ o SFaeR i S W SARd @ FS SIS PR e, STCAeR ol &1 Shadl @ df = YTt 5RT ST bl dfeq o9 o7 TR 2
A I g T 9T WA Bl & A HeEed B & SR 910 Hh 99§ HRT & a1t TS o a6t el W P 2 ¥ o BreRR feam ST 21 S TS HHAIRR 1 e Tifers, e
TR0 Rk B o SR WOW WS % HiETRe o ST 1 SO foRAT o 39 S ST Wk | 3 @ 72 fewedt sifeie 2 an wfeemsti w 2
o SaTeT fohel ST aTel Haeet o Hiesel Wi BRI 99 dgdl o 0 el Sl © foh Uk qehih oMol | fooet o Rergelt okl # =t W o1y iaedi hd STIR 3 9e A AfRT o & ¢ | T SRS o o 1 P o
3T TR SRR § gd o et sk o o o | fefq A ot R q@ qEt aokeieh @ Siied B1 U8 K ePR | e Toigd ot oM ot T8 2 39 il b fiier. H SifeRl @t o e ¥ & o AmiR) o g;a;{w%m%?ﬁ%mﬂ
T T TIEHA o A & oG T SR it o of T S 3 9 B THAIE S T T AT | 82 o0k Ger TR el o T o G SR SRR T T TR | SR WO W | o o o e e 3T & 370 8 0
I & A1 O G S UE-se g9 Seterel Wiofel WA H % oAk o dehedieh off BRI g § R @ SN | el T | SIS ATl W WH-w WA o e o e fewedt sftenis e A | gy amd g e asid
I ThH T | TR TR N Al § R deetd %k 3R ¥ oR W@ SOl e © R 56 dehih 9 S | o1 o1 Hid % e W ol W 3 thfaal TR o e qen ool Y oid W | 3 SRl I T T T R A
I IS8 F HiEe 3 SMYFF o F1 - 71 e WHR & T4 § S H fefedt @ IR Sueht Gifa qon wiefs W o | e 9 60 FE § 1 SO SR O YOI a9 Y& e i TR R ot ? & g fed 3F1e SRV, MR RGBT,
3T TR SR G & fe B it 1 7 foun firel 31 Tea R A ? R R SRR 2, ST 30 979 Ush-g W 3TN UG W@ Afectisi N TR 3R Teehr 1 &l i & $-210-211, AdcR-63, e
TF HF % aes o ¥ w9 {6 99T 6 59 dehAent 3R § S A (e deeg & oA e) | B eHd UoHiid A § ot & R 39 fefa B o e & @ € o wae foier @ §2 $-%ci: mailbox@jagran.com
3ieh R S| 3 AR ot & g9 9 o9 fohal  AHeIfeR Yehfd Yed R @ | aafeenRt
TR -4, QT . el eI S1eeh - 2 FE. HTaehid feereh-Ho Hieet 0. WeT STeeh-ere T, STl erre fo. 3 e s sfvameaa w1 501, o1 0.0 farfen, Toh o, = feeett & wernfira o 381 36 gRI€1-210, 211, Fare-63 et & 7fzd, Hmeeh (T Seaton ) foreny weprer fomet

AT : T et hrterd : 011-43166300, AT R : 0120-4615800, E-mail: delhi@nda.jagran.com, R.N.I. No. DELHIN/2017/74721 * 4 31 ¥ FerifTq T SHERI oh <4 T8 HU1e og 1.3 3. Tae o STid STRar | Foe foas et =mamerd o STei 212 | 3ar Yoe Siaiem |



6 =% faeett

e 4y

STHAT

11 feg@eR, 2019

mwﬁw@mﬁm@wmﬁwﬁﬁwﬁ,ﬁﬁm
T oot <91 o fafi=T somrenl # 519 T 1 99 3R Wew
a1 81 1 B, SU 375 Yohd 21 hel S Tohdl | 39 fa89h &
oy § WeeR @ 3w, oo, W Afed qaR % e
SRl T AT ASehi W 3, ¢ T W forlig-uee gu, fEar-
STATST! bl WK 3T | SAT &1 e, Teha™l T THaR &l <X Id
Tk Feit drel 989 § SR T AM 3ETS T, Th gl W
e & TAfddl & SR IS T R ardn T G e o
IROTTRI el AMRepaT & T8 | & Wil + <F e &eaN o o1y
T ol NTHER S a1 hiUT « a1 foh f§-2 [agia o1
T dl 1935 H Ygell R &g el < Hdl 4R Heeh |
TG A1 | 39 e T © fop AmiRerar Iue faeeer ol de
59 W@ il 3mieRtd 3R <X faus, <w o gfssiferd &R ga
T IR W e S T @1 E, 9 FReR @t @l ) greiteh
31 39 a8 W T § == e § 3R TR 98l ot
T TIRA S H HIATE BT ST Hehell € | 3T =R0 H 98 i
ot S ST Tehdl ¥ | Afeh 38 TR et & STt g Jere €,
ESCARSCICINIDHE Rl 1

fauer =t 3mufa YRONfRET Al AMReRar 2 W T TRl B
I MU & o YR T ARTREhdT < bl oo & | faeres |
TIiehed™, SRR 3R ey ¥ 3T IR-Jaea™H i
TR & A 9 B S IR-gHewE § S dH oon H
ITIETT o ] H © | feg, i, 3m, oM, g 3R IR
H & N § | JHTHMHI hl SIRY 3HfIT 1@ 711 ¢ foh 39 <@ §
T TTAETh el ¢ | Sifehl e e § foh 5T 9Rd T
HH{RUET T2 § Al U T T ohl SHY 18X & ST Wi
! e WG o Raelh &, Sl ARA T-59 i Hehed-T W e
TEHE & | ST et 7 37 fadres il stfder SiR swidenfTen
TR o &1 9 & AR foral AR T 3 e Y R g
fordroren qaem o R 8 &, Sifer 38 T W # SfeR R
R IE G T § TR JHEMF % U WRa o e 9% ¢
TRER o T T8 91 Al © o a8 fouer 3R <91 & AReA!
WRAAR A GAfeT™ T o 9 ST o1 THIEM ohdd Yl ¢ |

IR 3IR JHUTST SHl T & ¢ | IRUNTRIRIT <l ATRERdT
9 o foTu fopddt off e & TEaTeSt ol ST ot WeH T & TS
T T TS A & Yok 39 I WRA H e SR
IR AT IRONe 3R Ueh g 9 <] dfel IRonef ®
® T I8 9 3Mhel § S UK o 19 TS1 ¢ | Sifch gehiehd
T IROMT ot W ST el SAIQl B | AR WRNEE
faerer o aftrer RO o wnfer T P T R T H Y
el ST ? 3AY o IS 9a1d o 98 § foh THeTRE ¥ S A
TTET B T €, 3! o1 BN 2 S9eh! aeig ol ol § § | fire
oo IR IRUMRRE Sl TeaH SE M %M o § el |

TRyl firgel oiR e

IHIST PAR Tl

YR & U flerelel g8 il 2.8

A TIfer et YR frged o €,
3t < Y fei SRR & Iy

B9 & A e fpeie? a@ a1 9
g ¥ AR X el & | SMRPT, 99
3R i @I dgdl IS didd @l aoTg

4 & YR Ol ERRNIG el ol
fa®TT BT ST &1 TR T

R 1 BRI <l B dSil 4 5 @l 8 1=

3R TMREM S WRA o TSR <w off
Temefeh SRAR A o Bl U= dlehd aIgH |
e 2 | 3l RO ARG [ R SR R
T gafsa w1 99 S AN § | ik
dTfeIeh TR o T2 TRIAR Sgd q-1d <k &
TG 3RS o 9¢ AR T b TR Tl 99
TR 3T <0 & ®9 § W ¢ | e o
[T T TARHT oF TATEl BE, ToRT, Hid 7
o 1 R A TR BRI 3R 31T |rsil-
A i BT o T ¢ a8 s fohe § 1 9=
& WHEITET IR IS o Tl ol & H W4 gL
1 @t 3f ol sreryfer SRERl @ okl

UEAM &k AH W AT YA 3R g <dnil o Iadted
FHOM R AR o Fared 31 | Jar < AR Sallehi
T TR RA WU a2y €, R ot qed sane fan &R |
T T R WHR ANRbAT TINeF fIees a1 i S
TEA i feen # 9 W T o 37 Farat R o TR A S|

ORI

1 i BRI o IR SH IR Saeale H8% fovafrare
< forenfRl 9w SRl & g W Y e fHehren
3R T IR R fooett gferd 7 3 fae o fofg ererent-geent
3R ASTST el T U™ /M | R qa99 U 2Telld Ul 2l 1Y
9, it # gfera =1 BE1 3R SEnT Rae® 98 o STam
S @ ? TIRAed § foh WHaR vl STy o Tt o
S[eTd 3TGHT | <k 1 ALAfT o ht 3R sl P& gl dl
T H A 7 3% ek Y hIRTT ol AR Y eremepT-Ternl
< o1 SIS ot foha | BTeifeh gferd A <=t o IR 9
TR foha, AR 579 T8 o1 TR AEE 3TE €, o 3799 379
H IH O TANd ¢ | Gerl oh Falteleh DS el deh RT
M foF JH9 Yierenfial 3 3k Q1Y Feqd! Sl | qATA ©
foh i TR o S SRl gfe e Sl ST S W A, R A T
T I RE SRR o ? ferenfidl ot Wil R fomR A @R
T T 3eRa fREr el W 9gTH o 9T GHA Wl &
MR T /i W forn S § 2
el o ST fornfl & fofiyg gee 4 SR ghg forn
off, T ST YMEA A T T Yoehl H AHA! RHl A 1
yare feam o | wifeR faenfeit ot R § 9 AT o iR
I g8 A kI A9 T il T R @ A | 3, ST
T IS 39 IS I &I I | SEE™  Yooh H TG
% IR W yaiRka forar mm ofe 48 femEet § 99
fIRIRE, oS-t 99d $© 31 "l | ot ST Sgiad i
TE off, IUH et 1grE 3R oY+ § g aR fqenil @
9gd W SR B i 3T SIaTs T8 | 39 3 dl, Y& §
e 3R BEE # died & WHA % WY G i
31 St s <Rl ot G%are oA | 39 W eSSy
T I TUIE i UgE-forers iR 3 Tk WHIS o HHSIK
deehi <h! 9§ <hl UReRCHT <k T WHT T | ST 991
% T6! heHl o Raars faeredl e W I 3R wwi
TreT, WerehT AU R’ hl F&I IRT HMAT | Sk 39 3ficie
oI S forgaformerl o foenfiai o1 o aHeiA fa|
TRaerd & o e gev o @18 Sty & % faenfiE w
TehcHT R T T o | 3Tk oI hg WHR A 37T 3R I
e & A oh [T @A <d gU o Tl YohaH aA1ad o, Hisal
SITTIEEY Wi AR i IR Tk 9weild doh 9ga- @l
Gelrg o off | ferenfeiai shi 3R | S=fUehR Y |ifd bt Rare
ft SR A I TR oA S Y@ 7 | AR I8 wHeE giehd §
foR ST T ot 3R 9 U 9ed i el Bl W@ § R o
TR < R W SITTg ¥ 3 [qare o1 wem= gt fHehren S
Toh ? SUAY % foremelt 3R SEE™ % Yok Afed e el §

ST J8€ S ot §, <feh 39 919 & 39 91
1 ol SRR Hegd W Sl & ® R stemyfren
RERT *l BT * fou & o e ¥ foosh

TR W 31fd 1 T Y 31d W3l qehriieh
ATl SRR A ot A1 Rl gafsed foram 9w |
fiel Tt Tan W57t 3 et o foh Shae eRERI
T 3MATdh o T R IS I U HewIfr &l
T b | fUed o ael # 9Rd 9 w@e
Tepeiier ¥ ffia e sfRR iR firarsat
A A I aRd oS §, Sl AReR &ar o
el I8 g W @ T 1 9RA 8T ' H 2015
T i 3RT Slel 1 BERI ol R foRam |
4k TR RN, 2020 ek 1 o oIS H g
H qIH 3MYFE IR et g Sl TH-400
Sffes firage e gonel et €9 el €1
I forrsa el i o SR 8 WhR R

Th WY T TREN] BRAR W WH SR dH
TETT- 3T el ol g+ H &Y i@ 89
fheidicy @l AR &Hdl dlell Tarsiiud-30
AE=IEHA © 1l &9 & 99 Th 91 <4 S
TR R | # WeT 9iete 89X fhallHie ohi
TRk &THT dTell 3TR-36 © | 38 a¥8 = & I
Teh W1 <9 § ot S1QT fSehrt W) i wnem
4wy Smhn-41  faaea ©
Tiadl qgl ol BRAR A S @l SIREl-s
firaree @t A H 9 HH 9 e Bt § 3R
Teh Hep T &af i Tfq & SRR /T ST ©,
e s A u A oS I el et @
TRUHAIHE HaEe weamd §, S U dehe

S Rl TR 9 37R G99 i % 9 B a1l
ferdit +ff ot el ol AR W feRaiviies &t gff W
B H L T TH ¢ | T 3fee 9RA § &
TR 31 @ fafi firereet WRA Rl wetea

Tk Hie 9 off SreT ot 9 SRl § | eaf il
D g AR g e i arel firdmset
g faEd #ean §1 WRd o 9™

G hed YSH A § Hereh f9g @
W ¥ difd emarsht % Seee w0
3T T fehr Wired (Sremela) A
TR AT <hl dTohd I oh folT e T&T
yonfeR, Iaae 3R renfifehar faefaa
T H IS A Bd W E
SIRERN gN faerfaq sifia-2 sfafes
fraea =1 fted i 9eat arR T &

T Tl T ShYd U ARA 3T

-.'i..!::F o
af :I--.

I

e e a1 wne oedrd e i d

AT AT | 37 9RA T H off fraree g
3R @ g K gHaT TS H o
A T I T g1 -2 TR 21
Y ofell, 1.3 Wex Aer R Feg 2
IO & ST i BIR feheiiel ek o SRR

39 <-3A-I4 HaEa Sl FHH % T T
Uit 3R TAgfeadt | off TR S Wehdl B | 9%
ST T FE Ol SRl T © 3R a9 2020
T GE@IE-30 AT forAE! # off SR oA o
feu ST <t e 2 | sl e SRmEtRi g/
& IR UI¢ T S9IR fohaiHiiey i AReh 7wl
ATl k-4 TN fHarse skl ot dieqor foham T
off | 96 g9 2010 W 37+ T STk s TAE
foRT T g & &R e e % <RE 9% I
¢ ok WY A&H hl ASd §C Al ARl W &’
30 T T OHhA WU ok 9 WRd 3
MR, TF, T 3R =1 & o€ It o Hid®
fHRTEe ST T 1YY dTehd 3TR dehieh T
CIIRAERIEI R BN ECERI DI

T O fqder # 9IRA qUiET 9 wEeEn
‘e’ TS 1 ot TRA RIS Y Rl © |
‘37 e ge 9 gel H§ HR A dret
ugel i waeh e @, e sre-
3T 4l W ISH W @ HA 9 ol g
% AT et ol FRIMAT M Y &1 |
3 $99 | T drell I8 e gend
ST % TSR i AT H Gl Hich hl &GHAT
T off o1 § 2R Use feretiumm fowmiest A
WY B I A1 IiT 89K fhailHiex ufd
HS hl TR W IR R Thdl § | Ik T
THYUT ok A o8 TSI doil 37T d8
=l el 8, gHifery 39 * foriie fagaret 3o
fea’ ot w8 T ¢ 39 feEa @6
forore w9 § fivr, gEiE Tag-30, TaHT
o[, fr-29 3R fywr-21 SEs S
ST famt # e o fog fekfia feman

T © 3R 319 STehl 947 foerfiad Hwmu

% AT H A Wkl § 3R Tg T

BRRER & 9 # off wem ¥ | 9de A Hag W ER
T P A ¥ o 39 fHEEa @ a9y 2004 T
AT | et e foran T on, ofeR Ia
THI TR A%l G0 37 fopar | 21fA-2
o T T Y i A1a Gl fheAier ek AR
T T Il -1, I 9N fhamiel d&
S el 31f9-3, sl gff 9 AR w9l
31fT-4 3R 4= &R feraimiiey e AR &7
el SRR e f9-5 off 9IRa i
firamser aREHIRT o T & W T 3 -
6 T off oSt A M = @I T |

3R, T 3R =9 & a9 w0y fafi=
Jeh R ! BISUREIeh fHamgel € | 3T8ReT & U

fheTeTel STeid it 2.8 Heh i arelt guRa-eh
firarsed 1 €, S i 9 foremy R % Ty
FAT S G Iedl feheiiHiie dek gam ¥ a1 | AR
T Fehdl &1 R, T S T B Todl
TS dTehd ohl aSTe W Bl YR bl SSTRAI®
foramsell 1 faerrT AT S 8 T o)

3R &1 @l ST WRd 3R &9 & 9En
TR 9 S SEi gudite fawed &bl
TG, AT IR aTgEAT Tl el o MER
R S, THH AR 3TRRT A T A 9 39
frarsal % @ TRl Ted & UR 8 g% T,
ifehe fIdeR 2019 # SR YoREleh e
& o fa9is Gerur &1 el &qor foman T,

S Tl AR ot % B T

TR 9RA 811 faepfad &1 T 3 weeh
firarge W TR Srei 9 9ag 9 9de W AR
I dTell, 9 9 81 § AR A drefl, gl
T B H AR A drell iR B W Hag W
OR &Y el 3Tk HAEe IRd™ 941 &t
dreRd ST G5 © | S8YeId, WRT had faqs
AR 3R faaee | AR 9 7 R 3 ™
9 TR enygfas el d od
UL 3R SEIEw W3l BRERT &
frmtor = foom & asit 9 31 &g @1 8, 399
TRAT T ] drehd feAifeT ¢ W@l g 3R
T W gU o1 UIRRE ot o, = S
<ot o o IEE Bed @ €

Uil BiEIR

TqH e ki Il o 9 © R 9 2w

SI9 " foen fof ‘gewe’ @ = gan!
i B TIfeT v=d R Srensii B a=e %
foTe fé9er B aeh <2 TeA drel Wie 34t g™
R G Al §, ok 9w S fde
forga™ ST 9 = € ot il @R SRR
et et € fop gferw fevea # s g W
SAhR G371 | Wfeh 89 § g Sl ot

BErTs A SHIC

A ST Afedl I, iR Rl die-die
IR ST €, 98 9 BAR e e 3R a9 e
T B9 % GE o AT @G &l Holl A Gl
e ? S o e T, 39t Rl Rifa| 9Hd W)
BH Al SIS TS Al R 3! TSl shl Gl <
Y 2 ST S @ TS W@ E BHI W |

i T 8 S 39k difches B 31X I8
TS &l T8 A o S R e 9w e
=Mfaes sk &' 2 frereni &
3T ohl SRR fomar ST
3R feenfeit < wiagfs

T & IR § SHAr A6l dredl a1 O 379 i
M= el BIdT | 379 o1 39 o1d WX off Shig &<
T Bt foF 39 SO § SRR Te-fod e

%2 R IR e 1 A R A B S

& e T ST | FaTet YT ST9RT W T o |
g fem T o7 AT ST, STIShRT ST |

ff e fo & )1 Wieg 9 de o,
AfecaeR, fheer off | & B =nfeq ame=rd
e ? &9 eraifcher o §1 89 ofis ®... &6
T | A6 AT SR S o1 R o Wi
T e T ¥ | SR TE sa g' §, A
AT TR iR &1 fen o § 1 foRe 9 W
o o ®, fFa oq 1 R & 9% Wed

AT T ol WK G o SO oXd Rl el el !
i & T TR 79 9% off 7 9 o 3@ g
39T & Afgen PRI bt T T TR AR
T STl & | Gfer < hiE At © 2 o o g
e § 2 T2, S e | o ety €, @
3T - 19T e W et el § |

AT Tl © foh i eiR QRem s«
AEehAT 3797 fia¥ off THH ASZdl S W@ ¢ |

gler A% 3m

T Uil i ggl e frerd @ 3R o o
feafedi § ug= ) 9= WiieEl ol AR Y ge

ff I BT TS H d §, Sl A 3R
Bohi o fIU 3@ off ST 3R STaS 3SM

&1 off IR d1 §, T8 <1d A == bl faey e
TG ? HEMT S8 BR S T Hiehl =Tel fHer,

S €, SRl 3R Holleh ST 3, 39 W

TR Fel el o, Hies-diee He g
AT TSl © | I8 IX TERH il hal W W
$) o e ) wR TR W o e
gidfshal &l TE TR Bl © | gierd 319+
THRIT I TH TWE Thdl §
3R gheat | fee &
T | ST e o § fR
T B3| IR T JAg= T g3l ?

kel SE Al Al Fi M= BT =1 ! Teh
ST U AT | SR kAR well iR
T © 7 T Y BRA H 1 |G S B St 7?2

&1 3 BIAT b 50 Welhl, 3H QX A
o o, S, Hiw, afee iR wEl-wd T
! Al A e arel wEEl, YRRl e
Sl B F-T R h3gdal o1 fear w2
g1 ¥ Hegdfel e ¥, WER A T A

forespet amre=rd =18l il fop &1 ST |
Tl ! foh TR, B 3R 37T STuRTel T
WA < d9e | R € 8, Ae ST,
R S A & Ol 3% g B A B! A
AT BT ST 3 39 RN bl WS H, Ig WA
T ¥ | B9 qHNEH 91 §, Eifs W € en
TIC MU E | 3TH 9= S O ? &R S 39

HSafera fIetei TEe ¥, IR 8, fheusr
% 13k U 9 'k’ € I S i Oxa e
Hd, TH H HG §, S B B 1 qR S
TR H off o e § oM difeq # !
v o 78 © R g 3Hiie S ot
e 7Tl T e @ 9% © R U Yo wE
<1 W1 & Sl T o=l H 22 S o Seg

wgaa H e 81 gu €, M= ward s

ST g3 § | X Forelt i # e Roverek st i
A1 @I T @R 98 hIE hfadr iR S et

ST Tl BT, S g i I 9°@ & faas

RICE I AR et

SIS kT 29T

SRR 9RA o fT R <8 o1 ™1 © 3R

SOk RV hASH JaAIs I R ST W
TTeR BT IST ¥ | <9 § SIS <hl WHE hlE
B I IR 1 L M= B | i e | o e
T el 9 gt $iew el 7 grRY feRa
ofT | TIfehT 3TTST SekehIgell Wal <h Yaie # sRISTRI
T SIS Igd Holad Y Joh © | o TE 36k
S o T ya fope 51 W@ €, 399 @ =@
T 7 R I RS geRd 1 Tk Jak h
TSR T § 7 9k Iqeh 379+ W@ 98 |
3R ULl B, dfceh 39 W 3Hd R IRAR
1 TR =l i off T 2 & e §

T SRR § SRISANT &l X 8.5 WG &
T2, S feet i ol # e <91er 2 | Sse
I T T 3R 2016 o 1 T AT & | AT

TEIU T T W T 331 @ & 3R Y aA9d T el HiT
® T o I8 Ol e :ifa © SR R 3aes o 3
Tk § Fue € tehars 3™ ® ? 3nfer UH Jard i 34
o foF 3R ew R H Aqisli, wieci-faument % Sa9- i
H A 7o Hufai o ST 3IR sl § 3T 9t Rama &t <
Hehdl & oI F1871 & A H T ol & 2T I™ ST 9ehdl g

__ wwwm

3 A TR § G P Aged W E & |

- gl

www . readwhere. com

3Merel W 9T =il € foF wRa # SRISTRI i
ISl el Bl Tl © | WRA S <9 fren @ik
USTR o AT Y HHI, HIYA bl HHT, TSI
eidt g2 iR agdr STel uied %E SRk 39
TS 1 96 H 39T TS ed § | 39 R0
FA 9Rd & SIS W 3R 9% fog w1 g |
SRS &t o589 TR ArifoTer- amfdies
[HEG Gl B 8 | 399 7 had Ueh Ao,
Sfeeh QU HIS I Bl © | I8 SIasig el
T fop 311 SRS Uk qrEifSTer gae ot o=
T | TN S hed 33§, o gurel &
% | gfcer AR W I feEmd & faw g #)
% fRU 3 HeH SSH & Sed § 1 AT
fromatstl efik =mResi @1 3ifer ARl o
frmior & 1 € AR <k fore 9t ivrer ur

A 'k folT Ak 9a9 i =6y |
® 377 fam, fege, faarT

YT o A

qeA H NN WY fa€res oman T
T W USH § I el 989 g2 AR g of
B30 | T 9RA % Teh USiighd AR i <k ATd
FT A W TR HAT e | 39 faees @
AT AT ST o, 399 Kl 3Afeh giehat
=0 IRA AT 3R AR AT € 1S, fadees
Bl - el TAR YRGS 3R Hiau™ & g
Bl TR Ueh YYHrae] TSl oidl & | 3R fades
o WY G S 1 Hel 7 hel I 9« 6 QU ¥H
forors wger o <= gREl SIgM 1 M &AM |

AIUST 201301, foTeT : TSR, 3T Ue
310 1 Y 3101 a1l $Wel & SIRY off &W e Ul el & | 37TSS! &

fepdt it 9= a1 o TR Ul T & WSl | gHRT UeT € : U-8, Aaded-7, %

TRy <9 o STCUEeh! hl 3T T WRA
AR &1 Tehd & d fOR iR, ST
3R TSy 2 /i ? Aicie & afde T T8l ?
3k T o < el WSWTe Bian & | 39 o1 <l
TRE ¥ R o9 S 9 e o e @
&, 9 wioe # TRt 3R WHer % wrer 7é e ?
3R 3T O GROMmE W AR @ e © foR
STe-Sfe fégail b THeRE g TS MR TS
B, E-Tel &H ARTRERAT TN ek 39 TS
ol e freper S

3R <3 ! frdl @ o |

chaupal.jansatta@expressindia.com

fateren & graem W R foran S e
T 5 9g fordl @t o ool 9geE @ Tae
TN W e IR 1 9919 § | 3R 39 Wed
q IE R AR QY R H 1] R e S A
HEl 7 el T8 THR USHEEisl @ |,

32, 3R 3T HT & AR T TS ST
BN B 1947 T &l G 3R afagHl &
SIS Teh WA o¥ 94 iR A FART fqwrer o
BT ] O bl 9oldR W T 9F § §e M|
3TCTT <91 o W o WY Uik &+ T3 3R
Y AR H B TH ok AN ol B, 1T ok~
TR B Hl NSl el | 3 o wiaas &
Hifaes el | oft el TE |

3 o 3T & fob 39 fadees A W e ©
ST AR T B W 3T SAdl € 2 3FR 89 370

col
T AT ® 1 R dfgee | ¢ enifraerar’
Jee T hIE AdAd A8l I8 Sdl & | B9 IS
I T § foF 3R o< &¥ g 9 aie #
3T ST e &1 o TR &, 98 Vet 3R Steell
& TN et Roerar F fielt €1 9 S fem
AT RN, WRA okl AT R H Tk FHsIR
ST HMT ST | §H I8 AT M foh et fom
Uk U W IS A8 9 ST Hehel © |

® ST FAR, VUMW, faEr

el E

T 3R @ Tk g 9 Hefd B
L R AR TR WO W& &
fuRor & adehl i ol gHIN faare w1 R |
ST, ARl A v ek gg= |

3 feeett

THIM HfSATE ATl T & | FUIor it R
T iR e wl SR Sfed s @ 7
THeh IAd Toh 9gd el SHAed JEm 3R

TS St ST H HEd =l Sl ¢ |
IR ot AAfert = off T iR yEms
& TGN § | 39 URUTHEEY 1A 6
TR § e Tgiad g8 ©, o TR 3R
YA 1 ST o1 § | 9HE 9% © foh 39 Y
it foran Se 3R anfefer faerm <l ford
WE 9 T IS Y GArEA ol foaRor q&r
Tk W fha1 U | FS1sh a1 Wet alieh 9
foRam=a= = 21 U ot SHeR Tk 9gE WHe
T | WHR, YA 3R TS § A YRR,
STeRHAT TS R <l T § g fien 2
o favasila Jaem, Uy, FAREE

4T &l shidd

FAR W H & &9 U 72 Qiioleh qHe
St S T ¥ | AR 31e Yepfa off THRT Wy
DIt TR A W& ¥ | 1Y 9Ioft <hi greifirehar €1
<ifehe BT 98 © fob arg @t Rifa ferredt s
T & 3R 39 & fordt & g e R

T 91 bl WRIMT BX foh et vl @Me i W@
T fF 398 QUR 9 @™ 9T | WER A o
AT TWH A THH KIS HT T | HIH B
T g IR & TR 9 fe@ W@ 9, TR
I QI ¥4 9 aft GeA T T T AR
T NS ISfIa a1 &l HH i H S
Al &% T H B <4 o 7, S Y
gl o TR 9 SE | 39 9 9 S
BN T Sk I AN HT S e ®Y @
FHUSIR § | I8 Teh U 99 §, S deren!
I R T g

® [Fm Fvqy, g TR 3w, 7F faet




