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2 (CLASSIFIEDS 8 TENDERS

PERSONAL

Itis for general information that
I, Rajnikant,Son of Anil Kumar
residing at E-399, JahangirPuri
Delhi-110033, inform that name
of Father and Mother has been
wrongly-written as Anil Mathur
and Kiraninmy 10th 12th-
Class Certificates and
Marksheet.the actual name of
Father and Mother is Anil
Kumar and Kiran Devi
Respectively which may be
ammended accordingly.

0040523649-5

I,Ravinder kumar/ Ravinder
kumartondon S/o-Late.
Krishan Lal Tandon R/0-E-
1/3,Budh Vihar,Ph-1, Rohini,
Delhi-110086,have changed my
name to Ravinder Kumar
Tandon. 0040523648-3

LLigbal Singh Janjuha S/o0-Ajit
SinghR/0: WZ-72, Plot No-119,
Sant-Garh, Tilak-Nagar, New
Delhi-18. Have Changed My
Name to Igbal Singh.

0040523625-6

l,Gyan Prakash S/o Sardar Singh
R/0-269,Adarsh Nagar,Khora
Colony, Ghaziabad,(U.P.),have
Changed my,name Grees
Kumar to Gyan Prakash for all
purposes in,future. Grees
Kumar & Gyan Kumar Prakash
is,the same person.

0040523648-5

I,Gaurav S/o Daljeet Kumar R/0
WA-302 nd floor Shakarpur
Delhi. have changed my name
Gaurav Mishra for all purposes.

0040523648-2

I,Deepak Kumar S/o Dayakishan
SharmaR/0-H.No.27-C,Sector-
17, BHEL-Township,Noida,
G.B.Nagar,U.P.-201301,have
changed,my minor daughter’s,
name from Sharvi Sharma to
Sharvi. 0040523648-8

I,Binay Partap Singh S/o Ram
Ekbal Singh R/0-H.N0.G-219,
Gali.No.12,SangamVihar,New
Delhi-110062,have changed
my.name Binya Pratap to Binay
Partap Singh for all purposes
in,future. 0040523648-4

I, hitherto known as PINKY
MASIH, D/o0 SANJAY KUMARR/0
16-D, Kanshiram Colony,
Sadarpur, Sector-45, Noida, UP-
201301, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as PINKY KUMARI.

0040523613-1

I, Vikas S/o Sh. Charan Singh R/o
230/9, Street No.3, Railway
Colony, Mandawali, Shakarpur,
Delhi-110092, have changed my
name to Vikas Bansal for all
future purposes. 0040523620-1

I, Sushma W/0 Gulshan Aghi
R/0-24,Shyam Enclave Near
Happy English School
Karkardooma Delhi-110092.
Changed My Name To Sushma
Aghi. 0040523658-8

I, Surjit Kor W/o Mohan Singh
R/0-F-22/118, First-Floor,
Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my nameto
Surjit Kaur,for all future
purposes. 0040523625-8

I, Sonu Kumar S/o0 Basant Kumar
R/0-B-1/239, Sultanpuri, Delhi-
110086, have changed my name
to Sonuforall purposes.

0040523625-2

I, Sunil Singhal S/o0 Munna Lal
Singhal R/0-WA-109, Flat.No.A-
1, Upper Ground Floor, Gali
No.16, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092
have changed my nameto
Sunil Kumar Singhal.

0040523615-1

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Shri.Rati Ram
R/0-X-8/22,Krishna,
Gali.No.5.1/2, Near-Khaddey
Wali Masjid, Brahampuri,
Delhi-110053,have changed my
name to Sunil Gupta for
all,future purpose.

0040523647-2

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/o
Harpreet Singh R/0-C-18/19,
Ranjeet-Vihar, Nilothi-
Extension, Nangloi, Delhi-
110041 have changed my name
to Sukhvinder Kaur.

0040523658-1

I, Subodh Kumar S/0 Uday Raj
H-No-D-418b Pul-Perhladpur
South/Delhi New Delhi-110044.
Changed My Name To Subodh
Kumar Yadav.

0040523641-2

I, Subhash Khari S/o Ramphal
Khari R/0-273/C, Kumharwali-
Gali, Rampura, Onkarnagar,
Delhi-35, that Subhash and
Subhash Khari are the names
of one and same person.

0040523641-8

I, Som Lal Paul S/o Chaman Lal
Paul R/0 J-1104, Oxyhomez
Near Koyal Enclave, New
Dilshad Extension Tilla Mod
Road Ghaziabad Uttar
Pradesh-201005 have changed
my name from Som Lal to Som
Lal Paul for all purposes.

0040523585-1

I, Shreekant Tripathi S/O-
Someshwar Tripathi R/0-55-D,
Ac-Block, Shalimar-Bagh,
Delhi-110088. Have Changed
My Name To Shrikant Tripathi.

0040523615-5

I, Shaloo Verma W/o Vinod
Kumar R/0-10/3404 GaliNol,
Shanti Mohalla, Raghubarpura
No.2, Gandhi Nagar Delhi-
110031, have changed my name
to Shaloo for all purposes.

0040523636-3

I, Alok Aggarwal S/o Sh.Daya
Krishan Agrawal R/0-C-47, 1st-
Floor, GaliNo.6, Majlis-Park
Delhi-110033, have changed my
Minor Son name,from Keshav
Aggarwal to Keshav
Agrawal,for all future purpose.

0040523615-3

I, Shabeena Irshad Khan W/0O
Mohammad Irshad Khan, H-
No.310/12, Gaffar-Manzil
Jamiaagar-Okhla Delhi-110025.
Changed My Name To
Shabeena Alvi. 0040523658-7

I, Santoshi Devi,W/o0-Late Neeraj
SharmaR/0-E-1/16, Shiv-Ram-
Park, Najafgarh-Road, Nangloi,
Delhi-110041, changed my
name from Santosh Sharmato
Santoshi Devi, for all purposes.

0040523641-5

I, Sandeep Kumar Khurana S/o
Sh. Krishan Lal Khurana R/o
Flat No. 406, GH-18, Shivlok
Apartment, Sector-21D,
Faridabad, have changed my
name from Sandeep Kumar
Khuranato Sandeep Khurana
forall future purposes.

0040523573-1

I, Sadia D/o Suhail Ahmed R/o D-
65, Street No.2, D-Block, Noor
Elahi, North Ghonda, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
to SadiaNaz for all purposes.

0040523571-1

I, Sachin Kumar S/o Pramod
Kumar R/01/6127,GaliNo.2,
East Rohtash Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 have changed my
nameto Sachin. 0040523612-1

I, Rakesh Kumar Malhotra S/o
Pran Nath Malhotra R/o A-42,
Duplex Flats, Gurmandi, Delhi-
110007 changed my name to
Rakesh Malhotra.

0040523579-1

I, Rajni Kant Sinha S/o Belsu
Ram Sinha R/0-D-4/244-A
Sangam-Vihar New Delhi-
110080.have changed my name
Rajni Kant Sinhato Rajani Kant
Sinha,for all purposes.

0040523674-3

I, Rajni Bala W/o Sunny R/0
27/103, Tejas Enclave AFSSR
Gurgaon-122001, have changed
my name to Rajni Devi for all
purposes. 0040523575-1

I, Prem Singh S/0 Ratan Singh
Negi, H-No 67/844, D-Block,
Type-l, Mandir-Marg Gole-
Market Delhi-110001.Changed
My Name To Prem Singh Negi.

0040523632-9

I, Prem Singh Das S/o Sarwan
Singh R/0-B-64 East-Nathu
Colony Shahdara, Delhi-110093,
have Changed my Name to
Prem Singh for All future
Purposes. 0040523576-1

I, Preeti Chandwani W/o Rakesh
Chandwani R/o K-308, Vivek
Vihar, Sector-82, Noida,
G.B.Nagar have changed my
name to Preeti Lalwani.

0040523632-1

I, Pooja Rambabu Saxena W/0
Manish Kumar H-no-
Flat.no.411, Paradise-Appt
Plot.no-1, Dwarka Sec-9, New
Delhi-110077. Changed My
Name To Pooja Agarwal.

0040523641-3

I, Pawan Kumr SharmaS/o-
Ravinder Kumar Sharma R/o-
House.N0-966, New Patel-
Nagar, Hapur, U.P-245101,have
changed my son’s name,from
Rudar Kumar Sharma to Rudra
Kumar Sharma,for future
purposes. 0040523647-3

I, Pardeep S/o Rajbir Singh R/o-
794 K-2-Block Tara Chand
Colony Mahipalpur Delhi-
110037.changed my nameto
Pradeep Singh.  0040523658-9

I, Pappu Kumar S/o Shri
Bachchan Singh, R/0 A-66/1,
Galino. 7, Vikas Vihar, Uttam
Nagar, ND-59, have changed
my name to Ranjan Rajput vide
affidavit dated 6th Dec.2019
sworn before notary J.P. Joshi
Delhi. 0040523578-1

I, Pankaj Kumar Gupta S/o
Kewal Krishan Gupta R/o Flat
No. 38, Plot No. 44, Vasundhra
Aptts., Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my name
from Pankaj Kumar to Pankaj
Kumar Gupta for all future
purposes. 0040523590-1

I, Mrityunjai S/O Kulbhushan
Bawa, H-N0-2190/3 Raj-
Gururoad Chuna Mandi
PaharganjNew Delhi-110055.
Changed My Name To
Mrityunjay Bawa. 0040523641-1

I, Om Prakash GadriaS/o
Khacheru Pal R/o WB-20, Gali
No.2,Shakarpur, Delhi-110092
have changed my nametoOm
Prakash Pal, vide-affidavit
dated 28/11/2019 before NCT,
Delhi. 0040523615-2

I, Mohan Singh Issar Singh S/o0-
Issar Singh R/0-F-22/118, First-
Floor, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
to Mohan Singh, for all future
purposes. 0040523625-9

I, Meenati Sinha W/o0 Rajani Kant
Sinha R/0-D-4/244-A Sangam-
Vihar New Delhi-110080.have
changed my name Meenati
Sinhato Meenoti Sinha,for all
purposes. 0040523674-2

I, Medha D/o Akhilesh Trivedi
R/0-799 Sector-21A Faridabad,
Haryana-121001, have changed
my name to Medha Trivedi.

0040523636-5

I, Manish Kumar S/o-Sh.Ram
Kishan SharmaR/0-RZ-496,A/1,
Gali.No.02, RajNagar, Part-I,
Palam-Colony, New Delhi-
110045,have changed my name
to Manish Kumar Attri,for all
future purposes. 0040523647-1

I, Mahinder Kumar alias
Mohinder Bhagat alias
Mohinder Kumar S/o Late
Sh.lshwar Dass Bhagat R/o B-
231, Derawal Nagar, Model
Town-1, Delhi-110009 have
changed my name to Mahinder
Kumar for all purposes.

0040523571-3

I, Loveneet Wadhwa S/0 Harish
Wadhwa R/0-H.No-26/A Street
No-8 Ajay-Park Nayabazar-
Najafgarh Delhi-110043. Inform
That Loveneet And Loveneet
Wadhwa Both Names Are One
And Same Person.

0040523658-5

I, Lakshmi W/0-15697424f L/Nk
Ramu Manthina Unit-14 Cosr
C/0-56 Apo, R/O-Village&Post-
Gadimudidam, Rajam,
Srikakulam, Andhra-Pradesh-
532127 Have,\ Changed My
Name,From Lakshmi To
Manthina Lakshmi For,All
Future Purpose. 0040523647-4

I, LakshmiNarain S/O Chet Ram
R/0-316, Sainik-Vihar,
Pitampura, Delhi. Changed
Name To Lakshmi Naraian
Sharma. 0040523615-10

I, Kulbhushan S/0
Raghunandan Lal Bawa, H-No-
2190/3,Rajguru-Road Chuna
Mandi Paharganj New Delhi-
110055. Changed My Name To
Kulbhushan Bawa.

0040523632-10

I, Km.Pooja Rani Jain W/O Manoj
Kumar Jain R/0 1/2-A Puri
Street No-1 Maujpur Delhi
110053. Changed My Name To
Pooja Jain. 0040523641-4

I, Kavita Bansal W/0O, Satpal Soni
R/0540/5 Patel Nagar Gurgaon
HR-122001 have changed my
name to Kavita Soni for all
purposes. 0040523674-5

I, Kashish Narang S/o Manish
Narang R/0 670, Pocket-1,
Paschimpuri, New Delhi. have
changed my name to Prashant
Narang, permanently.

0040523641-9

I, Kamaljit Kaur Saini w/0 Kirpal
Singh Sainir/o B-7, Tagore
Garden Extn., Delhi-110027
have changed my name to
KAMALIJIT KAUR as given name
and SAINI as surname
permanently. 0040523624-1

I, Kailash Nath Tripathi S/o
Jagdish Prasad Tripathi R/o-
RZ-70 Dwarka Vihar,
Dharampura Extn., Najafgarh
Delhi-43, have changed my
name to Kailash Tripathi.

0040523636-4

I, Jalaluddin S/o Sh.Riyasuddin
R/0 A-114,Chuggi No.2, Lal
Kuan, Pul Pehlad Pul
Pahladpur, Delhi-110044 have
changed my nameto
Jalaluddin Siddiqui for all
purposes. 0040523571-2

I, ) P Sharma S/O Ram Sawroop,
R/0-1/2272f, Street.No.8,
Ramnagar-Shahdara, Delhi-
110032, Changed My Name To
Jai Prakash Sharma.

0040523615-4

I, Gurjeet Kaur Alagh W/o Kirpal
Singh Alagh R/0-C-213,
Vikaspuri New Delhi-18, have
Changed my name to Surijit
Kaur Alagh 0040523577-1

I, Gurbakshish Singh S/o
Arvinder Singh Bawa R/o H-112,
G.S. Apartment, Plot No.38,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Gurbakshish Singh Bawa for all
purposes. 0040523634-1

I, Gulshan KumarS/0 Om
Parkash R/0-24,Shyam-
Enclave Near-Happy English
School Karkardooma Delhi-
110092. Changed My Name To
Gulshan Aghi. 0040523658-6

I, Ganeshan Deepak Kumar S/o
V.S. Ganeshan R/0-H.N0.91
Block-22, Trilok Puri, Mayur
Vihar Ph-1 Delhi-91, have
changed my name to G Deepak
Kumar for all purposes.

0040523636-2

I, Gagan Deep s/o0 Manohar Lal
Dua, R/067-C, LIG Flats,
Madhuban-Enclave, Rohtak-
Road, Madipur, New Delhi-
110063. have changed my name
to Gagan Deep Dua

0040523632-3

I, Dheeraj Gupta S/o Anurodh
Kumar Gupta R/o A-251 Shyam
Colony,Phase-Il, Budh Vihar,
Delhi-110086, informs that
Dheeraj Gupta and Dheeraj
Kumar Gupta are names of one
and same person and | will be
known as Dheeraj Gupta for all
future purposes. 0040523586-1

I, Ehtesham S/o Niyaz Meer R/o-
742, Phatak Dhobiyan, Farash
Khana, Delhi-110006, have
changed my name to
Ehtesham Meer. 0040523625-4

I, Deepakshi D/o Manoj
Kandhari R/0-23/48-B, First-
Floor, Tilak-Nagar, New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Deepakshi Kandhari, for
future. 0040523625-10

I, Deepak Rai R/0-98A, Old
Anarkali, Krishna Nagar, Delhi-
110051,have changed my minor
son’s name from Naman Rai to
Harpit Singh Rai. 0040523606-1

I, Charu D/o Naresh Kumar
Anand R/0-27 Silver Park,
Shivpuri Krishna Nagar Delhi-
110051, have changed my name
to Charu Anand for all
purposes 0040523636-1

I, Lakshmi W/O Chet Ram R/O
316, Sainik Vihar, Pitampura,
Delhi changed my name to
ChampaDevi. 0040523625-1

I, Bindu W/o Sh.Vikas Kumar
R/0-H.N0.535-324, Ward.No.13,
Pratapnagar, Gurugram-
122001, Haryana, have changed
my name to Ashu Bajaj,for all
future purpose.

0040523674-1

I, Bikash Kumar S/0 Vishw Nath
Saha, R/0 B-108, Veena Enclave,
Nangloi, Delhi-110041, have
changed my name to Vikas
Kumar permanently.

0040523570-1

I, Bhanu Partap R/o H.N0-24-25,
Shiv Ram Park Extn., Nangloi,
Delhi-110041, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Laxmi to Niharika Kushwaha
forall purposes.

0040523587-1

I, Bhan Singh Raghuvanshi S/o
Yashvant Singh R/0-195-D, BG-
6, Paschim-Vihar, N.Delhi-
110063, have changed my name
to Bhan Singh Raghuwanshi
permanently.  0040523641-10

I, Ashee D/o Rehmatullah W/o
Shafig Ahmed R/0 52, Narmada
Apartment, Schedule-B,
R.P.Bhawan, President Estate,
Delhi-110004, changed my
name from Ashee to Asiya
Ahmed for all future purposes.

0040523588-1

I, Arjun Singh S/0 Prem Singh
Negi H-No0-67/844, D-Block,
Type-l, Mandir-Marg Gole-
Market Delhi-110001. Changed
My Name To Arjun Singh Negi.

0040523632-8

I, Arti Chauhan D/o Mr. Niranjan
Singh R/o Vill-Karola,Dist-
Gurugram, HR-122504 have
changed my name to Arti
Kumari for all purposes.

0040523526-1

I, Amit Kumar S/o Prem Singh
ADD:1/11601, Gali no-5,
Subhash-Park Extn, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032. CHANGED MY
NAME TO Amit Randhawa.

0040523615-7

I, Ajit Kaur Tajeja W/0 Daljeet
Singh Taneja R/0-C-97 Fateh-
Nagar, Rajouri-Garden, Delhi-
110018. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO Ajit Kaur.

0040523615-8

I, ASHUTOSH GAUTAM, residing
at 102, Ground Floor, Niti
Khand-1, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201014. | have
changed my son name from
Sivansh Gautam/ Arnav
Gautam to Samarth Gautam,
vide affidavit dt.23.11.2019
sworn before notary Om
Prakash Singh, Ghaziabad.

0040523605-1

I, ASHUTOSH GAUTAM, residing
at 102, Ground Floor, Niti Khand-
1, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad-
201014.1 have changed my
daughter name from Sivangi
Gautamto Samridhi Gautam,
vide affidavit dt. 23.11.2019
sworn before notary Om
Prakash Singh, Ghaziabad.

0040523605-3

I hitherto known as Ali Shah S/o-
Joginder Singhresiding at-X-
63, Gali.No-3, Brahmpuri, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Amrik Singh Pali.

0040523625-5

I Yukta Shammi S/o Promod
Singh R/o0 H.No-G-160, Sector
Beta-2, Greater-Noida,
U.P.201306. have changed my
name to Yukta Kaur.

0040523632-6

I Tanvi D/O Nipun Kumar Gupta
Hno-1239, Paposian Street,
Narela Delhi-110040. Have
Changed My Name To Tanvi
Gupta. 0040523632-7

I Sunita Lohia W/o Anup K Lohia
R/0T1/1501 Sunworld Vanalika
Sector-107 Noida Gautam
Buddha Nagar UP-201301, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Sunitha
Lohia. 0040523674-4

I, Chander Mohan S/o Ishwar
Dass Magu R/0-UU-36,
PitampuraDelhi-110034.
Changed My Name To Chander
Mohan Magu. 0040523615-6

ISujan Singh Duhan S/o Randhir
Singh R/0-E-204 Lajpat-Nagar-
1, Delhi-24. Have changed my
name to Sujan Singh.

0040523615-9

I Promod Kumar Shammi S/o
Late Krishan Lal Shammi R/o
H.No-G-160, Sector Beta-2,
Greater Noida, U.P.201306 have
changed my name to Promod
Singh. 0040523632-5

I Pradeep KumarS/o
Ramkhelawan Thakur R/0-B-
74, Vikas-Vihar, Vikas-Nagar,
GaliNo.6/3, Pradhan-Chowk,
Uttam-Nagar, New-Delhi-
110059. have change my name
to Pradeep Kumar Thakur.

0040523632-2

I Pooja Raghuwansi W/0 Deepak
Raghuvanshi R/O H.No-3/1
Village-SeekriBallabgarh
Faridabad-121004. Have
Change My Name To Pooja
Raghuvanshi. 0040523658-3

I Parmeshwari W/o Janardan
Prasad Paliwal R/o Flat No.136-
E,A-3, Mayur Vihar, Delhi-
110096, changed my name to
Parmeshwari Paliwal.

0040523625-3

I Paramjeet Singh Soin, H.N0-39,
Viakspuri-Extn.,Chander-Vihar,
Nilothi-Extn., Nilothi, Delhi-
110041 Have Changed my
Minor’s Son Name Gaganpreet
Singh to Gaganpreet Singh
Soin. 0040523641-6

I Paramjeet Singh S/O Harvinder
Singh Soin, H.N0-39, Viakspuri-
Extn.,Chander Vihar, Nilothi-
Extn., Nilothi, Delhi-110041
Have Changed my Name to
Paramjeet Singh Soin.

0040523641-7

I Pallavi W/0 Gunjan Kumar R/0
Flat no.A2/623, Tower 15,
Purvanchal Royal Park, Plot no.
GHO04, Sector 137, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201304.DOB: 01
Feb.1990 have changed my
name from Pallavi to Pallavi
Srivastava for all purposes.

0070687472-1

I Domya Shammi S/o Promod
Singh R/0 H.No-G-160, Sector
Beta-2, Greater Noida, U.P.-
201306 have changed my name
toDomyaKaur. 0040523632-4

IDharmender S/o Late.Brahim
Singh R/0-H.no0.130, Village-
Neelwal, P.O.Tikri-Kalan Delhi-
41.statethatlamalso known
as Dharmender Dutt.Both
Dharmender and Dharmender
Dutt are names of one and
same person i.e.me.

0040523625-7

I Deepak Raghuwansi S/0O Tivra
Bhan R/0 H.No-3/1 Village
SeekriBallabgarh Faridabad-
121004 Have Change My Name
To Deepak Raghuvanshi.

0040523658-2

I Deepak Raghuvanshi R/O-
H.No-3/1 Village Seekri
Ballabgarh Faridabad-121004
Have Change My Minor Son
Name Shaurya Raghuwansi To
Shaurya Raghuvanshi.

0040523658-4

PROPERTY FOR SALE

OTHERS

Sale of 500 Sq. Ft. (Approx.)
Basement of K-25, Kailash
Colony, New Delhi-110048 at
circle rate of Rs. Seventy Five
Lakhs. Interested parties
contact by E-mail:
rohini.sachdeva65@gmail.com

0040523571-5

Sale of 500 Sq. Ft. (Approx.)
Basement of K-25, Kailash
Colony, New Delhi-110048 at
circle rate of Rs. Seventy Five
Lakhs. Interested parties
contact by E-mail:
nks397@gmail.com

0040523571-4

LOST & FOUND

Itis notified for the information
that my original qualification
examination Marksheet of
Secondary School Examination
of Year-2018, Roll N0.8715190,
issued by CBSE have been
actually lost. Gaytri D/o0 Mohan
Singh, R/0 B-245, Subhash
Camp, Dakshinpuri Ext. New
Delhi-110019, Mobile
8745879812. 0040523610-1

Itis notified forinformation that
my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate Std X
Examination Year 2018 Roll No
8239541 issued by CBSE has
been lost. Name of the
candidate ANIKET IDNANI F107
Sarita Vihar New Delhi 110076 if
found contact 9810121444

0050159611-1

I,Mohd Idrees S/o-Late.
Jamaluddin R/0-G-167G/1,
Dilshad Colony,Delhi-95,have
Lost my original, Property
Paper(Registry), for
Plot.N0.163-164, Vikram
Enclave Extn, Shalimar
Garden,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,(U.P).,Founder
Contact:-9968727261.

0040523648-1

I ANKUSH s/o0 suresh kumar
R/0-WZ-122 Todapur New
Delhi-110012 have lost my
original certificate class-10th
year-2016 Roll no.8235821 CBSE,
Delhi. 0040523649-9

I, Vljay Singh S/0 OM prakash
R/0-H4/1666 jahagirpuri New
Delhi-33. have lost my original
certificate class-10th year-
2017 Rollno-8690174 CBSE-Delhi

0040523649-7

I, TIMSY Tojo D/o Tojo Joseph
R/0-C-9 vishwakarma-colony
prehaladpur, N.D-44. have lost
my original certificate class-
10th year-2018 Rollno-8230126
CBSE-Delhi. 0040523649-6

I, SANJEEV Kumar S/o Sansar
Singh R/0-H.no-1066.
kanjhawala-road bawana
Delhi-39 have lost my original
certificate class-10th (2007)
Rollno-206729913 harayana-
board Class-12th (2009) Rollno-
6647945 CBSE, Delhi.

0040523649-8

|, Shyam Narula S/o Shri Satish
Chander Narula R/o F-118, Ashok
Vihar, Phase-l, Delhi- 110052, lost
documents related to property No.
F-118, Ashok Vihar, Phase-l,
Delhi- 110052 original convenience
deed No. 730, issued on dated
11/01/1996 from DDA in favour of
Satish Chander Narula, Harish
Kumar Narula, Virender Narula S/o
Shri Hans Raj Narula LR No.
1341036/2019 on dated 01/08/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby
informed that my client Smt. Sarla
Baweja D/o Late Dhanpat Rai R/o
195, Pkt 8 Sector 12 Dwarka-
110078 is the sole and registered
owner of DDA Flat 195, Pkt 8 Sector
12 Dwarka-110078, My client has
lost the Original DDA Allotment-cum-
Demand Letter 47611 Dated
18/02/2005 issued by DDA in
respect of the above said Flat for
which she has logged FIR on
05/12/2019 LR No. 1965219/2019.
Use of the above said documents for
any purpose shall be illegal and at
the risk and cost of the said person.
The public at large is hereby

informed accordingly and so
forwarned.
Sd/-
RITU VERMA
(Advocate)

Enrl. No: D/1126/92

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client BALRAM DAGAR
S/O LATE DHARAMBIR SINGH R/O 29/1. PANNA
MOHALLA, MANGOLPUR KALAN, DELHI lost
following original documents of his PLOT NO. 38,
POCKET A-3, AREA MEASURING 332.50 SQ.
MTRS.. SECTOR-34, ROHINI, DELHI. (a) Letter
from File No. F.11 (10)55/80-L%B/Alt.3918 dated
04-02-1986 from Delhi Administration Delhi, Land &
Building Dept., Vikas Sadan, Delhi to Dharambir
Singh (b) Letter from File No. F.11(98)86 LSB dated
01-09-1986 Sales Branch DDA (c) Letter of File No.
F11 (98)86 dated 20-04-1990 from D.D. (R) DDA (d)
Letter dt. 18-01-1993 from Dy. Director (e) Letter dit.
27-04-2007 from Sanjeev Kumar (f) Letter dt. 11-06-
2018 in name of Mukhtyari Devi (g) DDA Challan
receipt of Rs.5000/- dt. 02-09-1986 (h) Challan
receipt No. 453251 dated 15-06-1992 of Rs.47200/-
(i) Challan Receipt dated 19-02-1993 of
Rs.31383.50/- An FIR LR No. 1972016/2019 dated
07-12-2019 to this effect has been lodged in Police
Station Crime Branch, Delhi. Any person (s) claiming
any right, interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original document, may write/contact
to my client at above address/phone No.
9891710700 within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person claiming any
right, interest, objections with respect to this property
can personally inform or write to Dy. Director (LSB
Rohini), Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/14
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of general public
that my clients (1) Sh. Balak Das
Vishwakarma S/o Sh. Lampu
Vishwakarma and (2) Smt. Pushpa Devi
W/o Sh. Balak Das Vishwakarma, both
R/o Plot No.66, Gali No. 5, Sainik Enclave,
Sector-1, Mohan Garden, New Delhi-59,
have disowned and debarred their son
AMIT VISHWAKARMA from all their
movable & immovable properties with
immediate effect and severed all their
relations and connections, because he is
out of control of my clients and
misbehaves with them. Anybody dealing
with him shall do so at his/ her/ their own
risk and consequences.
Sd/-
G.S SINGH
(ADVOCATE)
Reg. No. 788/90

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public at
large that my clientess Smt. Radha
Kapoor W/o Late Sh. Subhash Chand
Kapoor R/o H. No. 251A/1A, Shri Ram
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110032, have
disowned & severe all relations with her
son Shobit Kapoor & his wife Bhumika
from her all moveable and immovable
assets as they are not under her control
and any person dealing with them, shall
be doing so at his/her own risks and
consequences and my clientess will not
be held liable for any of their acts &
deeds.
Sd/-
SANJAY SOTI (Advocate)
D-1655/2001

COURT NOTICE

PUBLICATION

IN THE COURT OF SH. NARINDER
KUMAR, ADDITIONAL DISRTICT
JUDGE-04, WEST, ROOM NO. 115,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
Order 5, rule 20 of the Code of Civil Procedure

CIV DJ/1233/2017

SYNDICATE BANK... PLAINTIFFS/
APPELLANT
Vs
SH. OM PRAKASH JAIN & ANR....
DEFENDANTS/RESPONDENTS
N.D.O.H. 16-12-2019
To

(1)SH. OM
(BORROWER)
S/0 SH. RK. JAIN,

R/O H.NO. 37, 1st FLOOR,
SECTOR-12, DWARKA,
NEW DELHI-110075.

(2) SH. PANKAJ SINGH CHAUHAN
(GUARANTOR)

S/0 SH. SARMAN SINGH
R/O B-42, VIKAS NAGAR,
HASTSAL, UTTAM NAGAR,
DELHI-110059.

PRAKASH  JAIN

NOTE:- AMOUNT DEPOSITED VIDE
RECEIPT NO. 688 DT. 07-12-2019,
7350/-

Whereas you are intentionally evading
service of summons it is hereby
notified that if you shall not defend the
case on the 16th day of DECEMBER,
2019 the day fixed for the final
disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and the seal of
the court, this 07-12-2019

Sd/-
Judge

seal

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE

Gist of e-NIT No. 36 of 2019-20 Dated 04.12.2019
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer,

Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura,

invites online e-Bids in Two (02) cover system from Original
Manufacturers or their Authorized Distributors/Dealers/Registered and

reputed Govt.

Suppliers having experience as detailed in the tender document for the following items.

Sr. Name of the Work
No.

1. Supply of Spares of Medical Gas Pipe System for Manifold

Section at SKIMS, Soura.

Estimated
Cost
(In Rs.)

Rs. 9,48,563/-

The complete tender document is available at website: http:/jktenders.gov.in. Interested
Bidders/Tenderers may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifications and submit their
Bids online upto the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qual-
ifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities & Terms and Conditions of the con-

tract and other relevant details.
i) Date and Time of downloading/ Sale of Tender doc-
uments (Starting Date)

i) Date & Time of Bidding Queries/ clarification/Pre-
Bid meet

i) Last Date & Time of Bid uploading

iv) Date of Submission of hard copies (only Original
EMD/DD for Document Fee)

v) Date & Time of Commercial/ Technical Bid (Cover-I)
opening

vi) Date & Time of Financial Bid (Cover-lind) opening of
the qualifying Bidders

vii) Cost of e-Bid Document

viii Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR)
ix) Completion Time

x) Budget Head

No. SIMS 139 EX. 472/19-1920-29-3927-30
Dated: 04.12.2019

06.12.2019 from 11.00 hours
07.12.2019 at 11.00 hours

12.12.2019 upto 16.00 hours
13.12.2019 upto 14.00 hours

14.12.2019 at 11.00 hours (or next convenient day)
Shall be intimated separately

Rs. 200/- (Rupees Two Hundred only)

Rs. 19,000/- (Rupees Nineteen Thousand only
One Month

Machinery & Equipment for the Year 2019-20

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Mechanical, SKIMS.
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CRPF constable
on poll duty
kills 2 officers
in Jharkhand

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,DECEMBER 10

INTHE second incident of fratri-
cide in the state in less than 24
hours, a CRPF constable allegedly
shot dead two of his officers in
Bokaro on Monday night.
According to reports,
Constable Deependra Yadav of
the 226th battalion of the Central
Reserve Police Force —which has
been deployed for the Jharkhand
Assembly elections — shot dead
Assistant Commandant Sahul
Harshan and Assistant Sub-
Inspector Poorna Nand Bhuiya
around 9.30 pm on Monday.
Yadav and another constable
sustained injuries.
Police sources said Yadav was
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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CABm (RMStntn)déy ’E;vt sure of numbers
despite Sena U-turn, dissent in JO(U)

Won't backif no answers, says Uddhav;
JD(U)leader asks Nitish to reconsider

ABANTIKA GHOSH,
VISHWAS WAGHMODE
& SANTOSH SINGH

NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, PATNA,
DECEMBER10

DESPITE A U-turn by its
former ally Shiv Sena, and
murmurs of dissent within its al-
liance partner JD(U), the govern-
mentis all set to get the numbers
required to pass the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, in the
Rajya Sabha Wednesday.

The Bill, which was cleared
by the Lok Sabha with a 311-80
margin at 12.02 am Tuesday,
seeks to provide Indian citizen-
ship to non-Muslims who en-
tered the country from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan
until December 31, 2014.

Setting the stage for the next
round, Sena chief and
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray said his party
would not back the Bill in the
Rajya Sabhaifits queries are not
addressed by the government.
The Sena has three MPs in the
Upper House, which has a

Govt agencies get wide
powers to call for personal
data in privacy Bill

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THE PERSONAL Data Protection
Bill listed to be introduced in Lok
Sabha on Wednesday has
allowed transfer of certain types
of personal data overseas, but has
given broad powers to govern-
ment agencies to collect personal
and sensitive data of citizens.
An earlier draft Bill prepared
by the Justice BN Srikrishna com-
mittee had provided exemptions
to the government for collecting

Ravi
Shankar
Prasad, IT
Minister

such data for security, criminal
investigations and crime preven-
tion. It had, however, stipulated
that these exceptions be autho-
rised by a separate law and data
collected only if it was “necessary
for, and proportionate to” the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

73% of Class X students
in Delhi govt schools
opt for basic maths

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

ALMOST 73% of Delhi govern-
ment school students have
decided to make their lives
easier during the 2020 Class X
board examinations by opting
for the basic mathematics paper,
a new option introduced by the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) which will bea
simpler test than the standard
mathematics paper.

In contrast, just about 33% of
the approximately 18 lakh
students who have registered for
the examination across India
and abroad have chosen basic
mathematics.

41,386 students pick
standard maths; 1,11,001
basic maths. File

However, these numbers
cannot be seen in isolation.
While all the 1,030 schools run
by the Delhi government are af-
filiated to the central board, most
state government schools in
other states are affiliated to their
respective state boards. In these
states, most schools affiliated to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Numbers favour
govtinRS

THE SHIV Sena’s U-turn
reflects the new political
alignmentin
Maharashtra and the
JD(U) s trying to strike a
balance with Bihar going
to polls next year. But
the government is eye-
ing at least 128 votes in
the 240-member RS to
push the CAB through.

current strength of 240.
Meanwhile, senior JD(U)
leader Pavan K Varma echoed
reservations expressed by his
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Undermines basic democratic tenet,
says influential bipartisan US panel

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

HOURS AFTER the Lok Sabha
passed the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, the
House Foreign Affairs Committee,
whichis aninfluential bipartisan
body of the US Congress, said
Tuesday that “religious pluralism”
is central to the foundations of
India and the US, and that a “reli-

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

EXPLAINED

FACT CHECK
USCIRF: WHAT ARE

ITSFUNCTIONS?
PAGE 14

gious test” for citizenship “under-

mines” this democratic tenet.
The European Union’s new

envoy to India, meanwhile,

expressed confidence that the
outcome of discussions in
Parliament on the Bill will be “in
line with the high standards” laid
downin the Indian Constitution,
which guarantees equality.
Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry,
however, condemned the pro-
posed law and described it as a
“glaring attempt... to interfere in
neighbouring countries with
malafide intent”.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Why West Bengal is in
crosshairs of CAB, NRC

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

ASSAM AND the rest of north-
east India is on the boil over the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
2019, butitisin West Bengal that
the proposed legislation will
play a critical part if the BJP-led
central government goes ahead

TALKING POINT

N Chandrasekaran,
Chairman of Tata Sons, with
Anant Goenka, Executive
Director, The Indian Express
Group, and Sunil Jain,
Managing Editor, Financial
Express, at the Express Adda
in Mumbai on Tuesday.

Amit Chakravarty
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with a nation-wide National
Register of Citizens (NRC) to
identify illegal immigrants.
With West Bengal going to
polls in 2021, the BJP fielded as
many as five MPs from the state
to speak on the Bill in the Lok
Sabha Monday — state chief
Dilip Ghosh, Mahila Morcha
chief Locket Chatterjee,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Hounded out, Sanskrit
professor changes BHU
post, students celebrate

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 10

OVER A month after protests
broke out in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) over his
appointment, Firoze Khan on
Monday resigned from the
Faculty of Sanskrit following his
appointment to the university’s
Arts Faculty. The students, who
had been agitating against the
appointment of a Muslim to
BHU's Faculty of Sanskrit Vidya

Firoze Khan
has joined
Faculty of
Arts: BHU

Dharma Vigyan (SVDV), cele-
brated the resignation by distrib-
uting sweets among the
students and the staff.
Inaletter dated December 10,
Professor Kaushalendra Pandey,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Unnao rape accused claims he was in
hospital, doctor says his records fake

AVANEESH MISHRA
UNNAO, DECEMBER 10

ONE OF the two accused in the
gangrape of the 23-year-old
Unnao woman — who died last
week, a day after she was set on
fire by five men, including the
accused — had, around a month
ago, filed a document in court,
claiming that he was admitted
to the local Primary Health
Centre (PHC) on the date of the
alleged rape.

Officials at the Sumerpur
PHC, however, confirmed to The
Indian Express that the purported
“medical registration slip” in the

The Primary Health Centre
in Sumerpur. Avaneesh Mishra

name of Shubham Trivedi is
“fake” and that no patient by that
name was admitted to the
hospital on those dates.

The “registration slip” shows
that Shubham was admitted to

the PHC on December 10 last
year and discharged five days
later. The woman has told police
that she was gangraped,
allegedly by Shubham and his
friend Shivam, on December 12
last year. The FIR was registered
on March 5 this year.
Shubham’s father Hari
Shankar, who is among the five
under arrest for setting the
woman on fire, had presented
the “registration slip” to the High
Court, along with a writ petition
seeking the removal of
Shubham'’s name from the FIR
on the gangrape.
The “medical slip” mentions
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Bengal govt
clips Governor
powers as
chancellor of
state varsities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER10

AMID A growing tussle with
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar, the
TMC government in West Bengal
has curbed his power as chancel-
lor of state universities. As per
the latest notification of the state
Education Department, the
state-run and aided universities
in West Bengal will have the
power to call meetings of their
highest decision-making bodies
without consulting the chancel-
lor. Allcommunication between
the vice-chancellor and chancel-
lor has to be routed through the
state Education Department.

Governor Dhankhar had re-
cently alleged that he was not
consulted about important de-
cisions that were taken by au-
thorities of various state univer-
sities. His feud with the state
government began after he
rushed to Jadavpur University to
“rescue” Union minister Babul
Supriyo who was gheraoed by
students. Recently, the Governor
had visited Calcutta University
only to find the Vice-Chancellor
and Registrar absent and their
offices locked.

According to the West Bengal
State Universities and Colleges
(Administration and Regulation)
Rules, 2019, all communication
from the vice-chancellor to the
chancellor and vice-versa should
be routed through the state edu-
cation department. Earlier, the
chancellor could directly com-
municate with the vice-chancel-
lor, send requests, orders or ad-
vice to the university.

Honey trap case:
Vijayvargiya
targets officers

Bhopal: Senior BJP leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya on Tuesday alleged
that senior bureaucrats were in-
volved in the honey trap case in
MP and added that the “CM is
dancing to their tunes”.
Without naming the
eveninger Sanjha Lokswami or its
editor and businessman Jeetu
Soni, the BJP national vice-presi-
dent told reporters in Indore, “It
has come to my knowledge that
senior bureaucratsare involved in
the honey trap case. The CM is
dancing to their tunes,” he said.
The eveninger had carried a
series of stories on the honey trap
case. Police have charged Soni
with violating the IT Act. The ad-
ministration has demolished five
properties belonging to him.
Vijayvargiya hinted that the
crackdown was meant to stop the
eveninger from making “more
revelations” against bureaucrats.
The CM's media coordinator
Narendra Saluja said it was shame-
ful that Vijayvargiya was criticising
the crackdown on mafia when
everybody was welcoming it. ENS

Court reserves
Unnao rape verdict
for December 16

New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Tuesday reserved its verdict in
the case of alleged kidnapping
and rape of a minor by MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar in Unnao
in 2017 for December 16.
District and Sessions Judge
Dharmesh Sharma reserved the
judgment after hearing final argu-
ments by the CBIand the accused.
Thejudge had been hearing the
case on a day-to-day basis since
August 5 after it was transferred
from a court in Lucknow on the
Supreme Court's directions towrap
up the trial within45 days. ENS

mVISUAL STORIES
m DAILY BRIEFING
m PODCASTS

m CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

Indian Express
*kk*x7 4.6

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOAD THE APP

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

VIDEO OF

FROM PAGE ONE
CAB in RS: Govt confident of numbers

Bengal

Darjeeling MP Raju Bishta,
Shantanu Thakur whose Matua
community moved from
Bangladesh fearing religious per-
secution,and SoumitraKhan who
switched from Trinamool before
the Lok Sabha polls.

It was the most number of
MPs who spoke from any state for
the party.In contrast, it fielded just
three MPs from Assam.

In West Bengal, the bone of
contention among political rivals
for years has been the influx of
nearly 1 crore peoplein 1971 from
then East Pakistan — few re-
turned. Earlier, the Congress and
Trinamool accused the erstwhile
Left Front government of facilitat-
ing their settlement for votes. The
tables have turned now, with the
BJPlevelling a similar charge atthe
Trinamool.

On Monday, introducing the
CAB in the Lok Sabha, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah sought
to allay concerns and told MPs
from the state that “many people
who are watching this debate are
in the hope that you will support
their citizenship.”

Incidentally, on October 1,
Shah chose Kolkata’s Netaji
Indoor Stadium to first highlight
that the CAB protected non-
Muslims left out of the NRC. This
was primarily to assuage fears
within his party’s Bengal unit trig-
gered by reports from Assam that
the NRC ended up leaving out
more Hindus than Muslims.

In the Lok Sabha, Shah em-
phasised that the CAB protected
even those who got jobs after
coming to India as refugees. “This
message should reach those
refugeesin Bengal and the north-
east loud and clear that the date
when you came to India is the
date from which you will be
granted citizenship,” he said.

Trinamool Rajya Sabha chief
whip Sukhendu Sekhar Roy told
The Indian Express: “Here’s the
problem: Bangladesh happened
on linguistic grounds. These
Bengali-speaking people came
here not due toreligious persecu-
tion but for fear of linguistic perse-
cution in the hands of Urdu
speakers there.”

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee sounded the
bugle early, declaring that she
would not allow CAB to beimple-
mented in the state. At the heart of
the citizenship debate is her
party’s stance that NRC cannotbe
de-hyphenated from CAB be-
cause the latter aims to paper over
glitches arising out of NRC.

In May, the BJP won an un-
precedented 18 of 42 Lok Sabha
seats in the state, promising to
crack down on illegal infiltrators
— an euphemism for Muslims
fromacross the border, which has
traditionally been a Trinamool
votebank.

But in November, when the
BJPlost all three Assembly bypolls,
including in seats never won by
Trinamool, both the parties attrib-
uted the outcome to the nation-
wide NRC proposed by Shah.

Apart fromstates in the north-
east, it was only in West Bengal
that the NRC resonated the most
during the Lok Sabhaelections.In
Raiganj, Shah described infiltra-
tors as “termites”. In Malda, he
promised to “protect Bengal and
the entire nation from the infiltra-
tors”.

And, at the Netaji Indoor
Stadium, he said: “Mamata
Banerjee is saying that lakhs of
Hindu refugees will be thrown
out of the country. I have come
here to assure all my refugee
brothers... I want to assure all
Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist and
Christian refugees that you will
notbe forced toleave India. Before
NRC, we will bring the Citizenship
(Amendment)Bill, which will en-
sure these people get Indian citi-
zenship. They will enjoy all the
rights of an Indian citizen.”

On Monday, replying to the
debate in the Lok Sabha, Shah was
emphatic thata nation-wide NRC
wasinthe anvil. Barely a year ago,

colleague Prashant Kishor over
the Bill, and asked party pres-
ident and Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar to “reconsider”
its position. But sources in
Patna said the JD(U)is unlikely
to change its stance in the
Rajya Sabha where it has six
M P S .

While government sources
said they were confident of
getting the Bill through,
Opposition members said they
would “make them bleed”
with the TMC alone planning
to move 20 amendments.

With the BJP’s 83 MPs and
those of its allies, such as JD(U)
and SAD (3) and others — re-
gional parties such as AIADMK
(11),BJD(7) and YSR Congress
(2) are favourably inclined —
the government is eyeing at
least 128 votes in its support,
without the Sena.

This calculation leaves the
Opposition, including
Congress, Trinamool Congress,
DMK, SP, Left parties and oth-
ers — the TRS voted against the
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JAHNU BARUA WITHDRAWS ‘BHOGA KHIRIKEE’ FROM ASSAM FILM FESTIVAL

“People don’t realise the implications the CAB can have 50 years later. It is dangerous and that’s why | have
decided to withdraw my film,” says Barua. “We are a society where language is one of the main drivers — and
this Bill will lead to the destruction of language and culture of Assamin the next 50 to 100 years.”

THEDAY

NORTH-EAST BANDH:

States in the Northeast
held 11-hour bandh to

protest against CAB

Bill in Lok Sabha — with 112
votes.

In Mumbai, Sena sources
said that Thackeray had to clar-
ify the party’s new position on
the Bill after its 18 MPs in the
Lok Sabha did not follow hisin-
structions to walk out during
voting Monday.

ASenaleader said that two-
three senior party MPs were
not present when discussions
on the Bill were taking place.
“So, the message could not be
communicated to other party
MPs. When they returned,
they did not get a chance to
raise their points and the Bill
was put up for voting,” the
leader said.

“Uddhav has given a dress-
ing down to two senior MPs for
causing embarrassment to him
and to the party,” he said.

Thackeray said the party
had asked the government
“many questions” on the Bill.
“Those questions, we thought,
would be answered, ranging
from national security torights

FULL COVERAGE

of locals in various states. If
these queries are not an-
swered, we won'’t support the
CAB in Rajya Sabha,” he said.
“There’s a perception that
whoever votes with the central
government is a patriot and
who votes against is anti-na-
tional. We must get out of that
illusion,” he said.
ASenaleader said the party
had suggested to the central
government that voting rights
should not be given to “infiltra-
tors” for the next 25 years “to
avoid votebank politics”.
InPatna, JD(U) sources said
that despite the dissenting
voices, Nitish Kumar is unlikely
to take action against Varma
and Kishor. Sources said the
dissent “might be a tactical
move” to gauge the mood
among the JD(U) votebase on
a Bill that has been described
by Opposition parties as “divi-
sive” and “communal”.
Varma, a former Rajya
Sabha MP, tweeted: “I urge Shri
Nitish Kumar to reconsider

NORTH-EAST BANDH:

No effect of anti-CAB
strike in Tripura, says
Biplab Deb

support to the #CAB in the
Rajya Sabha. The Bill is uncon-
stitutional, discriminatory,and
against the unity and harmony
of the country, apart from be-
ing against the secular princi-
ples of the ]DU. Gandhiji would
have strongly disapproved it.”

On Monday night, Kishor
had tweeted: “Disappointed to
see JDU supporting #CAB that
discriminates right of citizen-
ship on the basis of religion. It’s
incongruous with the party’s
constitution that carries the
word secular thrice on the very
first page and the leadership
that is supposedly guided by
Gandhian ideals.”

The JD(U)'s official
spokesperson, however, re-
frained from taking a position
on these remarks. “Whatever
our MP Rajiv Ranjan Singh said
in the Lok Sabha is our official
stand,” said Neeraj Kumar.
Singh had echoed Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s remarks
that CAB would pose “no
threat to minorities in India”.

Undermines basic democratic tenet: US bipartisan panel

The US Commission on
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF), an advisory
body for the US Congress, took
a harder line and called for
sanctions against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and other
leaders, if the Bill is passed.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) responded to the
USCIRF statement, and said
that it is “neither accurate nor
warranted”, and added that it
is “regrettable” that the body
has chosen to be guided only
by its “prejudices and biases”
on the matter with “little
knowledge and no locus
standi”.

Earlier, the House Foreign
Affairs Committee tweeted a
report by The New York Times
on CAB, and said: “Religious
pluralismis central to the foun-
dations of both India and the
United States and is one of our
core shared values. Any reli-
gious test for citizenship un-
dermines this most basic dem-
ocratic tenet. #CABBIll”

In Delhi, the EU’s newly ap-

on December 18, 2018, his own
Ministry — then under Rajnath
Singh — had told the Lok Sabha:
“At present, there is no proposal
to extend the National register of
Citizens to states other than
Assam.”

BHU protests

Acting Dean of the SVDV Faculty,
wrote, “This is to inform you that
Firoze Khan, who was appointed
as Assistant Professor in the
Literature Department of SVDV,
has resigned on December 9,
2019. Students are requested to
get back to their studies and ex-
aminations.”

BHU Public Relations Officer
Rajesh Singh said Khan has joined
the Sanskrit department in the
Faculty of Arts. “He was offered
positions in both the Ayurveda
faculty and the Faculty of Arts. He
has chosen to join the Faculty of
Arts. He will soon start teaching
there,” Singh told The Indian
Express on Tuesday.

Shashikant Mishra, one of the
students who had been leading
the protests and the boycott of
classes over Khan's appointment,
said, “We have been informed
that Dr Khan has resigned. We
have called off our protest,” said
Mishra, 26,a PhD scholaratSVDV.

On Monday, the agitating stu-
dents had threatened to boycott
the semester exams that were
scheduled to begin Tuesday. The
examinations have been post-
poned to December 14, students
said.

pointed envoy, Ugo Astuto,
said: “Ihave read about discus-
sionsin Parliament. The Indian
Constitution guarantees equal-
ity before law...These are princi-
ples that we share. So I trust
that the outcome of discussions
will be in line with the high
standards that the Constitution
has laid down.” Astuto was re-
sponding to questions during
his first media interaction after
taking charge.

The USCIRF, which has is-
sued statements on Kashmir
and NRC in the past, said it is
“deeply troubled” by the pas-
sage of the CAB in the Lok
Sabha. “If the CAB passes in
both houses of parliament, the
United States government
should consider sanctions
against the Home Minister and
other principal leadership,” it
said in a statement.

“The CAB enshrines a path-
way to citizenship for immi-
grants that specifically ex-
cludes Muslims, setting a legal
criterion for citizenship based
on religion. The CAB is a dan-

Unnao rape

that the patient was “admitted for
hydrocelectomy”, a surgical pro-
cedure to repair hydrocele, with
symptoms of “right side swelling
of scrotum” and “tenderness”.On
the first page and the nextare de-
tailed the day-to-day treatment
plan of the “patient”.

However, talking to The Indian
Express, Dr Jitendra Yadav, Medical
Officer (Ayush), who is now in
charge of the PHC, said they
checked their records and “can
confidently say that there was no
patient by the name of Shubham
Trivedi in the In-Patient
Department (IPD) on the men-
tioned dates”.

Yadav also said the purported
medical slipisan OPD slip and in-
sisted that no patient is “ever ad-
mitted in the OPD of any hospi-
tal”. “It is clearly an OPD slip and
doesn’t mention the name of the
doctor. Also, the signature with
the PHC stamp is neither of MO
(Medical Officer) DrRahul Verma
or MO 2nd Dr Sagar Singh, who
were posted here in December
lastyear. Another important thing
is that the serial number men-
tioned ontheslipis 28290 — there
is no way that many patients can
beadmittedinaPHCinoneyear,”
said Yadav, adding that the PHC
doesn’t admit any patient for
more than 24 hours as it “neither
has the facilities nor specialists”.

Yadav confirmed that the PHC
has six beds and around 14-15
medical staff, including four doc-
tors, but no surgeons. The PHC has

gerous turnin the wrong direc-
tion; it runs counter to India’s
rich history of secular plural-
ism and the Indian
Constitution, which guaran-
tees equality before the law re-
gardless of faith,” it said.

“In conjunction with the
ongoing National Register of
Citizens (NRC) process in
Assam and nationwide NRC
that the Home Minister seeks
to propose, USCIRF fears that
the Indian government is cre-
ating areligious test for Indian
citizenship that would strip cit-
izenship from millions of
Muslims,” it said.

Inresponse, the MEA’s offi-
cial spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said: “The Bill provides
expedited consideration for
Indian citizenship to perse-
cuted religious minorities al-
ready in India from certain
contiguous countries. It seeks
to address their current diffi-
culties and meet their basic hu-
man rights. Such an initiative
should be welcomed, not crit-
icised by those who are gen-

an operation theatre which is
used mainly during monthly ster-
ilisation camps. It was to this PHC
that the woman was first brought
after she was set ablaze on
December 5, before she was re-
ferred to the Unnao district hos-
pital.

When asked if police had got
intouch with the PHC on the slip,
Yadav said that he got to know
about the document “through
media reports” and that no offi-
cial has sought forit to be verified.

“If someone asks us, we will
reply with facts, but no one has
gotintouchwith us sofarthough
the slip is claimed to be around a
year old. When we got to know
about suchaslip, mentioning that
the family of the rape accused has
claimed that he was admitted at
this PHC, we checked the records
and it took us no time to find that
the document is not genuine,”
said Yadav.

Rajesh Singh, the Investigating
Officer (I0) in the gangrape case,
said he is aware of the purported
“medical slip” but it was not in-
vestigated as it never officially
came to him. He said thataround
a month ago, Shubham’s father
submitted the “slip” to the High
Court, along with a writ petition
which was ultimately cancelled
by the court.

“Shubham’s father Hari
Shankar had earlier given an affi-
davit to the Rae Bareli
Superintendent of Police Swapnil
Mamgain, claiming that on the
day of the gangrape, his sonwasin

uinely committed to religious
freedom.”

He also said that the CAB
does not affect the existing av-
enues available to all commu-
nities interested in seeking cit-
izenship. The recent record of
granting such citizenship
would bear out the govern-
ment’s objectivity, he said.

“Neither the CAB nor the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) process seeks to strip cit-
izenship from any Indian citi-
zen of any faith. Suggestions to
that effect are motivated and
unjustified. Every nation, in-
cluding the United States, has
the right to enumerate and val-
idate its citizenry, and to exer-
cise this prerogative through
various policies,” he said.

“The position articulated by
USCIRF is not surprising given
its past record. It is, however,
regrettable that the body has
chosen to be guided only by its
prejudices and biases on a
matter on which it clearly has
little knowledge and no locus
standi,” the spokesperson said.

Lucknow to appear for a compet-
itive exam. When the case was
transferred to me, I asked the fa-
ther to provide me proof, like an
admit card, to support his claim,
but they failed to provide that,”
said the IO.

“Later, they filed a writ in the
High Court and presented this
medical slip as proof. When the
High Court asked me about this, I
told the court about the affidavit
they had submitted earlier
(claiming Shubham was in
Lucknow) and said that it was
contradictory to this document
(the “medical slip”). When asked
by the court on the fake affidavit,
theirlawyer claimed he had been
misguided by his client. The court
dismissed their writ petition,”
said theO.

“Since the medical slipis with
the High Courtand not the police,
we cannot interfere unless the
court gives us any direction,” he
said. The 10 also said that a
chargesheet against Shivam and
Shubham, the two accusedin the
gangrape case, has been filed in
the court on Monday.

While SP Mamgain said he
can’t confirm if he received any
such affidavit from Hari Shankar,
he said that if there was one, it
would have been investigated by
the police. “As of now,1do not re-
member any such letter. There is
a possibility that (the accused)
met me at some point,and we did
not find the claim to be true. In
case we receive such a letter, we
willinvestigateitina time-bound
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Why the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill is
facing opposition

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Unpacking how the CAB changes India’s
citizenship law, the reasoning provided by
the Centre, the legal challenges it may face
and why it is being criticised for religious

discrimination.

mannetr,” said the SP.

Personal data

government's interests.

Commonly referred to as the
“privacy bill”, it is intended to pro-
tect individual rights by regulat-
ing the collection, movement,and
processing of data that s personal,
or which canidentify the individ-
ual. The processing of such per-
sonal data includes data shared
with other entities which collect
and processit.

The Bill, likely be tabled in
Parliament Wednesday, does not
include any of these limitations
on exemptions to government
agencies from the law. Instead, it
states the Centre can allow any
agency to process such personal
data so long it is “satisfied that it
isnecessary or expedient” for pur-
poses such as “preventing incite-
ment to the commission of any
cognizable offence.”

In another significant depar-
ture from the draft Bill prepared
by the Srikrishna committee, the
Bill allows personal data to be
stored and processed abroad,
without requiring a mirror of the
data in India. Sensitive personal
data - related to financial, health,
sexual orientation, biometric, ge-
netic, transgender status, caste
and religious belief - must be
stored only in India and can be
processed abroad under certain
conditions, including the Data
Protection Authority’s approval.

The Bill excludes “Aadhaar
number” in the definition of “offi-
cial identifier.” The “official iden-
tifier” is included under the cate-
gory of “sensitive personal data”
that has certain protections, like
it cannot be stored abroad.
“Passwords” was also removed
from the list of sensitive personal
data.

The Bill also makes way for
government-led technological so-
lutions. One example is the power
given to the Central Government
to direct any entity to provide
“non-personal” or anonymised
data “to enable better targeting of
delivery of services or formulation
of evidence-based policies.”
Another example is the rights
given to the DPA to create a
Sandbox, a technical environment
created for software experimen-
tation. It often uses individuals’
data for the purposes of testing a
product before launch.

Italso requires companies and
social media intermediaries
which are “significant data fidu-
ciaries” - based on factors such as
volume and sensitivity of data
handled as well as their turnover
- to enable users in India to “vol-
untarily verify their accounts” re-
sulting in a “demonstrable and
visible mark of verification, which
shall be visible to all users of the
service.”

The government has also
sought to make a subtle changein
the positioning of this Bill. To the
introductory paragraph on the
Srikrishna draft, “Whereas it is
necessary to create a collective
culture that fosters a free and fair
digital economy, respecting the
informational privacy of individ-
uals, and ensuring empower-
ment, progress and innovation,”
ithas now added, “through digital
governance and inclusion.”

Jharkhand

“drunk” at the time of the shoot-
ing. According to police, the CRPF
battalion was deployed at Bermo
Assembly constituency, which
will vote in the third phase on
December 12. Senior CRPF and
state police officers have reached
the camp and a Court of Inquiry
(Col) has been ordered.

On Monday morning, a
Chhattisgarh Armed Force (CAF)
constable, Vikram Rajwade, re-
portedly shot dead an officer be-
fore committing suicide in
Khelgaon area of Ranchi. Police
identified the victim as Melaram
Kurray, the company commander
of the 4th battalion of CAF.

On December 4, an ITBP con-
stable allegedly opened fire on his
colleagues in Narayanpur district

of Chhattisgarh, killing five per-
sonnel and injuring two, before
killing himself.

Delhi schools

CBSE are private schools.

In January, the CBSE had an-
nounced the basic mathematics
option with the stated objective
of offering an element of choice
to students who don’t want to
study mathematics after Class X,
and thus reducing exam-related
stress. The current Class X batch
is the first to benefit.

Students who choose the ba-
sic option will not be allowed to
choose mathematics as a subject
in Class XI and XII. However, if
they change their mind after the
exam, they will be given the op-
tion of writing the standard math-
ematics paper during the com-
partment examination.

According to data collated by
the Delhi government from al-
most 1,000 schools, while 41,386
students have opted for standard
mathematics, 1,11,001 students
have opted for basic mathemat-
ics. This means that 72.84% of the
children have decided to opt for
basic mathematics.

The Indian Express had earlier
reported how the Delhi govern-
ment is focussing on mathemat-
ics this year, as the overall Class X
pass percentage of its schools is
being dragged down because of
thelarge number of students who
fail the subject. Of the 1,66,167 stu-
dents who appeared for the 2019
board examinations, 24,502 had
failed in only one subject — math-
ematics.

Earlier this year, the govern-
ment had sent out a directive to
all its schools saying that “stu-
dents who are low performersin
mathematics (should) be coun-
selled to opt for basic and not stan-
dard mathematics”.

The CBSE'’s initiative enables
students to either opt for basic
mathematics or standard math-
ematics at the time that schools
prepare their final list of candi-
dates for the Class X board exam.
While the syllabus will be com-
mon, the basic mathematics ex-
amination will be easier.

“The questionsin the standard
paper will require more applica-
tion, analysis and conceptual un-
derstanding. The basic paper will
be oriented more towards under-
standing and will require less high
order thinking skills,” Joseph
Emmanuel, Director
(Examination), CBSE, had told The
Indian Express.

Meanwhile, according to a
senior CBSE official, an average of
one in three children have opted
for basic mathematics in the over
19,000 secondary level schools af-
filiated to the board across the
country and abroad.

“Of the approximately 18 lakh
students who have registered for
the examination, over 11 lakh
have opted for standard mathe-
matics while over 6 lakh have
opted for basic mathematics. This
isthe first time thatit hasbeenin-
troduced and different stakehold-
ers may not have full clarity onit.
I think in the coming years, we
will see more students opt forit,”
the official said.

The principal of a Delhi gov-
ernment school pointed out
that “Delhi government schools
are the only ‘open for all’
schools which are affiliated to
the CBSE”.

“Other government schools
under CBSE, such as Kendriya
Vidyalayas and Navodaya
Vidyalayas, are also exclusive.
These are schools where we are
struggling to make Class VI, VII
and VIII students read their text-
books through learning interven-
tions. How will they be able to do
(Class IX mathematics? Getting a
larger number of students to pass
mathematics by teaching them
how to score the requisite 33% is
completely different from mak-
ing them confident about the sub-
jectand want to take it upin Class
Xland XIL.”

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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Defamation:
HC relief for
Kejriwal

New Delhi: The Delhi HC
Tuesday stayed proceed-
ings before a trial court on
a criminal defamation
complaint against Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
for retweeting an al-
legedly defamatory video
in May 2018.

Fire at Kirari
godown, no

casualties

New Delhi: A fire broke
out inside a three-storey
furniture godown in
North West Delhi's Kirari
Tuesday. Fire officials said
eight fire tenders doused
the blaze within three
hours and no casualty
was reported.

2 Iranians rob
foreigner, held

Gurgaon: Two Iranian na-
tionals were arrested
Tuesday for allegedly
stealing 2,000 dollars
from a Turkmenistan na-
tional, who had come to
the city with his sister to
avail medical treatment
on November 25, police
said. Two of the accused
were arrested from Lajpat
Nagar, whileasearchison
for a third accused.

Three held for
minor’s ‘rape’,
extortion

Noida: Two men and a
woman were arrested for
the alleged rape of and
extortion fromaminorin
Greater Noida Tuesday.
Police said one of the men
allegedly raped the vic-
tim, while another man
and his wife tried to ex-
tort Rs 6 lakh from them
using a video of the al-
leged incident.

Man stabbed
todeath

New Delhi: A 38-year-old
man was allegedly
stabbed to death by three
men in front of his minor
daughter at his home in
Rohini Monday.

19-yr-old held
for robbery

New Delhi: A 19-year-old
man was arrested for al-
legedly robbing a shop
owner of Rs 1.75 lakh at
gunpoint in West Delhi's
Rajouri Garden.

Bank restores

Rs 2 crstolen
from AlIMS

New Delhi: Days after
AIIMS reported overRs 12
crore being stolen from
its two bank accounts
with the State Bank of
India, the bank restored
the money to the institute
Tuesday. ENS

ANAJ MANDIFIRETHATKILLED 43

‘Workers red-flagged sparking in meter’
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Accused had rented out 15 rooms in the building, each with its own sub meter; sparking in one such unit on the second floor led to the fire

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 10

A SHORT circuit in a “sub meter”
on the second floor has been es-
tablished by forensic experts as
the cause of the fire at the five-
storey Anaj Mandi building,
where43 people died inSunday’s
blaze. Survivors, too, told police
they had informed the building
caretaker Mohammad Furkan as
well as the contractors who got
them jobs about sparking in the
sub meters several times, but no
action was taken.

The Special Investigation Unit
of the Crime Branch has so far
recorded statements of 13 men
injured in the fire.

“Mohammad Mugeem (27),
asurvivor who hails from Bihar’s
Muzaffarpur, said he had been
working in the building for the

last eight years under one Munna,
who was running a cap manufac-
turing unit on the third floor,
where nine others were working,
Around 10-12 industrial sewing
machines were installed in the
building, and direct connections
from the main meter on the
ground floor were drawn using
naked wires. Each floor had six
sub meters. Mugeem said they
had seen sparks at these sub me-
ters in the past,” the officer said.
Sources told The Indian
Express that the property was
purchased by prime accused
Mohammed Rehan’s father and
father-in-law in 2004, when it
was only three storeys tall. Rehan
allegedly constructed two more
floors without laying a lintel.
“During questioning, Rehan told
police that in 2009-2010, he ap-
plied for relocation under a
scheme by the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructure

‘90% of child labourers
work in factories like
the one that caught fire’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

Over 90% of the children rescued
from situations involving child
labour in the capital by Bachpan
Bachao Andolan (BBA) are from
illegal factory units like the one
where afatal fire killed 43 people
Sunday, the organisation revealed
in the incident’s aftermath.

Of the 43 lives lost in the
blaze at Old Delhi’s Anaj Mandi,
at least five were minors. The
building in which the fire took
place — and many others in the
locality — housed illegal manu-
facturing units operating at dif-
ferent floors, despite the area be-
ing notified as a residential one.

BBA is an NGO under the
Kailash Satyarthi Children’s
Foundation. It has rescued 8,918
children from different industrial
units since 2005. In a new report,
the organisation has found that
8,408 children — or 94% of the

total rescues — were fromillegal
units like the one in Anaj Mandi.

“In almost all the raids, BBA
activists found that the mass of
child labour employed in thou-
sands of illegal factories — mostly
hazardous — operate under the
watch of police, the labour de-
partment and civic authorities...
On visiting such areas, one can
find there is no safety exit avail-
able in case of a fire hazard or any
accident,” said BBA spokesper-
son Sampurna Behura.

Of the 43 dead, most were
migrant labourers from Bihar, UP
and Jharkhand. BBA’s analysis of
children rescued from illegal
manufacturing units across
Delhi shows that 54% were from
Bihar, and 22% from UP. Apart
from that, 7% were from West
Bengal, 3% from Jharkhand, and
6% from Delhi itself.

The highest incidence of
these rescues came from North
East Delhi at 18%, followed by
Central Delhi (16%), BBA said.

3D mapping technique being used to ascertain details of the building. Praveen Khanna

With bodies piling up, mortuary
saw 17 autopsies in a single day

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

SEVENTEEN AUTOPSIES in a lit-
tle over nine hours. Doctors and
staff at the forensic department
of Lok Nayak hospital had along
Monday, as bodies of victims
from the Anaj Mandi fire kept be-
ing brought in one after the other.
By Tuesday evening, three fac-
ulty members, eight resident doc-
tors, two technicians, two atten-
dants and two sanitation workers
had witnessed the post-mortem
of 31 of the 34 bodies brought to
the hospital’s mortuary. The rest
of the bodies were taken to Lady
Hardinge Medical College.
Adding to the pressure, rela-
tives and friends of the dead had
started gathering outside the
mortuary since Sunday after-
noon, soon after the magnitude
of the tragedy became clear.
Bodies of 34 victims were put
into the mortuary’s cold storage
until they were identified by
family members or friends.

Three autopsies are yet to be
conducted. Praveen Khanna

“As the identification process
took all day, the post-mortems
began from 10 am Monday.
Families have been waiting to
take the bodies back home, and
we did not want them to wait any
longer. Most of the bodies were
to be taken to Bihar, and some to
Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh. The
delay would have only have ag-
gravated their pain,” said Dr
Sreenivas M, additional mortuary
in-charge at Lok Nayak hospital.

The mortuary, which typi-
cally operates from 10 am to 3
pm, worked till 7.30 pm on

Monday. At the moment, three
bodies are pending autopsy, as
the families haven’t arrived yet.

“We have three tables to per-
form autopsies; and we ear-
marked two of these for the fire
victims. The third was kept to
conduct routine autopsies. The
dissection of most of the bodies
was done inalmost an hour,” said
Dr Upender Kishore, the mortu-
ary in-charge.

On an average, the depart-
ment conducts six-seven post-
mortems a day.

“In many past cases (where
multiple people died), the fami-
lies were from Delhi and nearby
areas, and not much time was re-
quired for transporting the bod-
ies. We conducted 12 post-
mortems in 2010, when a
building collapsed in Geeta
Colony. At the time of the Lal
Kuanincident (a 1999 market fire
in which 57 people died), the
Lieutenant Governor called off
the need for a post-mortem, and
not a single autopsy was con-
ducted,” said Dr Kishore.

Days after argument over shooting TikTok
video at wedding, four men shot at in Rohini

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

FOUR MEN were shot at in
Rohini on Monday night, days af-
ter they objected to a man mak-
ing a TikTok video during a wed-
ding. Police said the four men
were allegedly sitting together
and gambling when three bike-
borne men allegedly fired eight
shots at them and fled. The vic-
tims were rushed to Sanjay
Gandhi Hospital and are under-
going treatment, while the ac-
cused have been identified and
police are conducting raids to ar-
rest them.

Police said that on November
29, the victims — Ravi Sharma
(25),Himanshu Pal (23), Sanjeev
Kumar(21)and Rajender (46) —
had an argument with a man at
a wedding function. “The men

DU teachers’ association,
NSUI face police action

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

ACTIVISTS OF the National
Students’ Union of India (NSUI)
were lathi charged and Delhi
University (DU) teachers had to
face water cannons, at two sep-
arate protests in the city Tuesday.

The action comes a day after
JNU students too had been lathi
charged by the Delhi Police dur-
ing a protest march against hos-
tel fee hike.

Anil Mittal, additional PRO of
Delhi Police, said, “NSUI protest-
ers marched from Mandi House
toParliament Streetand setupa
stage there. Afterwards, they
shouted slogans and protested.
Some of them left the stage and
started marching from Jai Singh

Road to Ashoka Road. Police used
mild force to stop them; 58 per-
sons, including four women,
were detained and released
within an hour.”

NSUI Delhi president Akshay
Lakra said they had got permis-
sion to march from Mandi House
to Parliament Street, to protest
against the alleged anti-student
policies of the BJP government.

Lakra claimed several mem-
bers suffered injuries.

In Delhi University, teachers
had to face water cannons dur-
ing their sit-in at the Ring Road
as part of their protest demand-
ing absorption of ad hoc teach-
ers. “Police barricades, use of
force and water cannon did not
deter teachers who marched
through the campus,” said DUTA
president Rajib Ray.

The victims were allegedly gambling in Rohini when the
bike-borne assailants shot at them

noticed him making a TikTok
video during a pooja ceremony.
They stopped the man and told
him to leave, following which an
argument took place,” said a sen-
ior officer. Police said they will

share details of the three shoot-
ers once arrests are made.

SD Mishra, DCP (Rohini), said
that on November 30, the man
called his friends and attacked
Sharma at his Rohini home. Two

days later, Sharma and his
friends went to find the man at
his house, but couldn't find him
and ended up arguing with peo-
ple outside his home.

On the day of the incident,
the victims were at a market in
Som Vihar when they were shot
atby the accused. Reshma Singh
(19), an eyewitness, said, “I was
returning home with my mother
whenIsaw three men on a bike.
One of them was wearing a hel-
met and the other two looked
looked like they were in their
20s. They stopped the bike out-
side a building and fired multi-
ple shots at the men. Everyone
started running and hiding in-
side shops.”

Police said the PCR call was
received at 10:02 pm. Initially, in-
vestigators believed the shoot-
ing was because of an argument
over gambling.

DCP Mishra said the four men
sustained a bullet injury each —
Sharma in his lower back, Pal in
the chest, Rajender in his chest,
and Kumar on his hip. Sharma
was later referred to AIIMS and is
undergoing treatment.

During inquiry, one of the vic-
tims told police they know the ac-
cused men and the TikTok video
was the root of the argument.

Rajkumar  Pal (56),
Himanshu'’s father, said, “We
were at a wedding when [ saw
Himanshu and Ravi arguing
with a man. Later, others joined
them and the man was told to
leave. He was trying to make a
video with a song playing in the
background while everyone was
busy with the rituals.”

A case has been registered
against unknown persons under
IPC section 307 (attempt to mur-
der)at Prem Nagar police station.

Poor air and water, life getting short, why
give death penalty: Dec 16 rape convict in SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

WHAT IS the need for death
penalty when Delhi and NCR is
“like a gas chamber” on account
of poor air quality, while its wa-
ter is “full of poison”?

The question was posed by
one of the convicts in the
December 16,2012, gangrape and
murder case, in his plea filed in
the Supreme Court Tuesday. The
plea seeks a review of the apex
court’s 2017 judgment upholding
the death sentence handed to
him and three co-convicts.

In his plea filed through advo-
cate AP N Singh, convict Akshay
Kumar Singh stated that a report
tabled by the central government
in Parliament had “proved” the

point about the water quality,and
added: “Everyone is aware of
what is happening in Delhi-NCR
with regard to water and air. Life
is going short to short, then why
death penalty?”

The review petition also ques-
tioned the need for the extreme
penalty, claiming that people’s life
span was steadily decreasing.

“Why death penalty? When
age is reducing, it is mentioned
in our ‘Ved’, ‘Purans’ and
‘Upanishads’ that in the age of
‘Satyug’, people lived the life of
thousand years. In the age of
‘Dwapar’ they used to live for
hundreds of the years. But now it
is ‘Kalyug’ — in this era, age of hu-
man beings has reduced. It has
now come to 50-60 years, and
rarely we listen of a person who
is the age of 100 years.

“Very few reach the age of
80-90 years. This isalmost a true
analysis. When we look around,
we come to the conclusion, more
or less this analysis is true when
a person faces the stark realities
of life and passes through the ad-
verse situation, then he is no bet-
ter than a dead body,” it said.

He submitted that “the state
must not simply execute people
to prove that it is attacking terror
or violence against women. It
must persistently work towards
systematic reforms to being
about change. Executions only kill
the criminal, not the crime...”

Singh’s plea further said
there was no evidence to show
that death penalty had any de-
terrent value. It also referred to
the observations of former CJI P
N Bhagwati that convicts hailing

from poor background are more
likely to be sent to the gallows.

Singh also contended that he
and others were arrested to
cover up the inefficiency of the
police to catch real culprits

In this context, the plea re-
ferred to a case from September
2017 regarding the murder of a
student of a renowned Gurgaon
school, and said that case “re-
veals...the sheer callousness with
which our investigating agencies
deal with such situations”.

In that case, police had ini-
tially identified a school bus con-
ductor and “we were told
through the media that the ac-
cused had already confessed”,
the plea stated, adding that the
real accused would never have
been caught had the case not
been handed over to CBI.

Development Corporation (DSI-
IDC), but was found ineligible. He
then paid Rs 55 lakh for a plot in
Narela to a person who had qual-
ified for the DSIIDC initiative. But
once he began shifting there,
Rehan faced losses because of in-
creased transportation costs and
unsafe working conditions. He
eventually sold that property for
Rs 43 lakh and decided to con-
tinue operations at Anaj Mandi,
where he let out 15 of the 18
rooms in the building to 15 ten-
ants,” an officer said.

On Tuesday, Rehan and
Furkan were taken to the spot to
get details of their tenants as well
as the sub meters they had in-
stalled. “Rehan disclosed that
seven commercial power con-
nections had been taken for the
building with a total load of
around 80kW. Of these, two con-
nections of 23kW and 27kW
were in Rehan’s name. The other

connections were in the names of
his mother-in-law, wife, brother
and brother-in-law. They also in-
stalled 18 sub meters for all 18
rooms. Furkan was hired at Rs
15,000 per month and he col-
lected rent on the behalf of the
owners,” a senior police officer
said. The rooms were rented out
for Rs 8,000-15,000 a month de-
pending on the size.

Explaining the building own-
ership, Rehan is learnt to have
told police that apart from him,
his brother Imran, who is ab-
sconding, owned part of the
property along with his brother-
in-law. Rehan got the ground
floor and first floor of the build-
ing, Imran owned two rooms on
the ground floor — both vacant.
The second, third and fourth
floors have 18 rooms, of which
Rehan owns 10, and the other
two men own four each,” an offi-
cer said.

Two years on, Walled
City traders are yet to
move to Narela hub

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THE DELHI High Court had, in
2017, pulled up the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
and the North MCD for failing to
shift traders from the Walled City
to the integrated freight complex
(IFC) in Narela, despite plots be-
ing allotted for the purpose.
Two years on, not a single
trader has moved to the area,
which was built to act as a cen-
tre for offloading and picking up
wholesale goods arriving from
or being sent to other states, so
the national capital, especially
Old Delhi, could be decongested.
The North civic body, how-
ever, maintains that none of the
600 chemical traders, who have
made partial payments for allot-
ment, are operating in the area.
North MCD commissioner
Varsha Joshi said a survey had
been completed last year. “We

are doing a final re-verification to
ensure that none are left operat-
ing within the Walled City. We
have found none so far during the
re-verification...of the 640 in the
original list. So they have either
already shifted to Narela or else-
where or shut shop,” she said.

A senior DDA official said
traders have flagged problems
regarding water, electricity and
streetlights to avoid taking pos-
session in Narela. At the IFC, land
and facilities are provided by
DDA while the construction has
to be done by the trader. The land
size varies from 50-100 sgqm and
traders are charged a conces-
sional rate of around Rs 30,000
per sqm. The traders have paid a
part of the money, which was a
pre-requisite for getting the land
allotted, said a DDA official.

DDA vice-chairperson Tarun
Kapoor said there were delays
due to the construction ban, but
they are hopeful traders would
be moved in the coming months.

JNU students’ union
meets HRD officials
but no consensus yet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

ATHREE-HOUR-LONG meeting
between the JNU Students'
Union (JNUSU) and officials from
the Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) to resolve
the protest over the hostel fee
hike failed to reach a consensus
Tuesday. The officials will meet
11 am Wednesday to discuss the
matter again.

Sources told The Indian
Express that the discussion
mainly revolved around three
points: UGC funds for the varsity
to avoid levying service and util-
ity charges; expediting the noti-
fication of the students’ union;
and taking a lenient view to-
wards hostel fee hike protesters.
JNUSU vice-president Saket
Moon said, “They made certain
proposals, but we have not
agreed to anything yet.”

At a protest march, Monday

End-semester exams in JNU
are set to begin Wednesday,
which students have so far de-
cided to boycott.

The JNUSU tweeted Tuesday
night: “We have been betrayed
by the MHRD previously and the
HPEC report is still awaited.
However, JNU has taught us the
value of dialogue and hence we
agreed to meet and talk, unlike
our VC/JNU Admin. We shall
continue our struggle until our
demands are met.”

Tihar seeks hangman
from Uttar Pradesh

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, DECEMBER 10

TIHAR JAIL officials have re-
quested the services of a hang-
man from prisons in Uttar
Pradesh, officials said. As per the
UP Prisons Department, there
are two hangmen currently in
the state, either of whom can be
called upon.

The request comes in the
backdrop of the Home Ministry
recommending President Ram
Nath Kovind to reject the mercy
pleafiled by one of the convictsin
the December 16,2012, gangrape
case. Last week, the convict with-
drew his pleaand said that “itwas

sent by Tihar Jail authorities with-
out his consent”.

“A letter has been received
from Tihar authorities that due
toalackof hangmenin their de-
partment, they are requesting
the services of a hangman from
UP. Only two hangmen are cur-
rently active in UP— one is from
Meerut, while the other is from
Lucknow. As per requirement,
the services will be provided,”
said Anand Kumar, DG (Prisons).

Authorities said hangmen are
paid a fixed salary, irrespective of
the number of hangings carried
out. The hangman attached to
Lucknow Jail is currently unwell
and if he is moved, his fitness will
be evaluated first, sources said.
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Visited
once

9%

Visited 2-3
times
11%
Visited 4-5
times
6%
Visited
many more
times

9%

THE CITY...

NEVER
VISITED ONE

9%

1: FREQUENCY OF MOHALLA CLINIC

VISITS IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS

QUESTION ASKED: During the last five years, how many times have you or someone from your household

taken the benefit of any service at a Mohalla Clinic — never, once, 2-3 times, 4-5 times or more?
Note: Figures may not add up to 100 due to rounding

(GOVERNANCE SURVEY

FULLY
SATISFIED

9%

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Somewhat
satisfied

36%

Somewhat
dissatisfied

4%

Fully
dissatisfied

2%

2:NINE OF TEN MOHALLA CLINICVISITORS

REPORTED BEING SATISFIED WITH THE SERVICES

No
response

3%

QUESTION ASKED: (If benefitted from Mohalla Clinics) Then are you mostly satisfied or dissatisfied with the

services provided at the Mohalla Clinics? (And to what extent)

Note: Figures may not add up to 100 due to rounding

Testing the twin pillars

From mohalla clinics to parent-teacher meetings in government schools — over the last five years, the AAP government has often emphasised on its focus on
two key areas, health and education. To what extent has it succeeded? A survey of 2,298 Delhi voters by Lokniti-CSDS attempts to find out

J: SEVEN OF TEN DELHIITES
REPORTED VISITING A GOVT
HOSPITAL IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS

QUESTION ASKED: In the last five years,
how many times have you or someone
from your family visited a government
hospital in Delhi for treatment — never,
once, 2-3 times, 4-5 times or more times?

Once: 7% 2-3 times: 28%
response: 30% Even more:
21%

4:86% OF THOSE WHO VISITED A
GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL IN LAST
FIVE YEARS WERE SATISFIED WITH
THE TREATMENT

QUESTION ASKED: (If visited a
government hospital) Are you mostly
satisfied or dissatisfied with the
treatment you got in Delhi’s government
hospitals in the last five years? (And to
what extent)

No response: 3%

Fully dissatisfied: 3%
Somewhat dissatisfied: 7%
Somewhat satisfied: 36%
Fully satisfied: 50%

9: OVER TWO-THIRDS SAID THE
PROBLEM OF MOSQUITO-BORNE
DISEASES HAD REDUCED IN THEIR
AREA INTHE LAST FIVE YEARS

QUESTION ASKED: In the last five years
has the dengue/malaria/chikungunya
problem improved or deteriorated in
your area?

DENGUE, CHIKUNGUNYA, MALARIA
SITUATION IN MY AREA HAS...

As good as before: 3%
Asbad as before: 7%
Deteriorated: 17%
Improved: 68%

Note: The rest gave no response

THE FINDINGS presented here are froma survey
conducted in Delhi by the Lokniti programme of the

Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS).

The survey was conducted from November 22
through December 3,2019 among 2,298 votersin
115 locations (polling stations) spread across 23

Assembly Constituencies of the capital. The sampling

design adopted was multi-stage random sampling.

The Assembly Constituencies were randomly selected

using the probability proportional to size method.

SHREYAS SARDESAI
& BISWAJIT MOHANTY

EARLY THIS year, the Aam Aadmi Party-led
Delhi government presented a Rs 60,000
crore budget for 2019-20, earmarking nearly
two-fifths of the allocation to education and
health. In doing so, it sought to make a state-
ment about the significance it attaches to the
two sectors. In fact, itis banking on initiatives
such as mohalla clinics, free medical tests,
parent-teacher meetings, happiness curricu-
lum and improvement of school infrastruc-
ture to get another term in power.

During a comprehensive opinion survey
among Delhi's voters, conducted between
November 22 and December 3, 2019 by the
Lokniti programme of the Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), an at-
tempt was made to find out how successful
people believe these initiatives have been.
Several questions related to health and edu-
cation were asked to understand the experi-
ence people have had at government clinics,
hospitals and schools, and what they think
about the Delhi government's performance.

Health

On the subject of health, respondents
were asked how frequently they had visited
amohalla clinicin the last five years. The gov-
ernment claims to have opened 300 such
health centres that offer free medicines and
basic medical care. More than one in every
four (26%) said they had visited a mohalla
clinic more than once and another 5% said
that they had visited a mohalla clinic once
(table 1). This proportion was found to be one
and a half times higher among slum dwellers,
49% of whom reported having been to a mo-
halla clinic in the last five years. Significantly,
even a fairly large proportion (25%) of those
from high income households reported hav-
ing visited one in the last five years.

Respondents who said they had visited a
mohalla clinic were asked whether they were
satisfied with the services. Nine of every ten
(91%) expressed satisfaction, 55% fully so
(table 2). Satisfaction among voters with the
treatment received at Delhi’s government
hospitals was also found to be extremely high.
Seven out of ten respondents said they had
visited a government hospital in the city at
least once during the last five years (table 3),
and among them only 10% expressed dissat-
isfaction with the medical treatment they had
received (table 4). Two in every three respon-
dents were of the opinion that the treatment
at Delhi’s government hospitals had become
cheaper during the last five years.

In the context of the AAP government's
claims of success in controlling cases of
dengue in the city, the survey asked respon-
dents whether mosquito-borne diseases had
increased or decreased in their locality. Two
in every three claimed that cases of such dis-
eases had reduced in their areain the last five
years, with respondents residing in both posh
areas and slum areas reporting an improve-
ment in equal measure (table 5).

Whenrespondents were asked to rate the
AAP government's performance on the
health front on a scale of 10, it got an average
of 7.06 from the respondents (table 10). Those
having visited a mohalla clinic were found to
be most happy with the AAP's performance
on the health front (table 6).

Education

The survey also tried to measure voter
perception regarding the AAP government's
attempts at transforming the school educa-

Thereafter, five polling stations within each of the
sampled constituencies were selected using the
systematic random sampling method. Nearly 50
trained field investigators conducted face-to-face
interviews of the respondents in Hindi asking thema
set of standardised questions on mostly governance-
related matters. The interviews were conducted at
every fifth house of a polling station in order to ensure
randomness. The interview duration was about 30
minutes on average. In order to ensure

6: THOSE HAVING VISITED A GOVT HOSPITAL OR MOHALLA CLINIC MORE
LIKELY TO RATE AAP GOVERNMENT MORE POSITIVELY ON HEALTH FRONT

Excellent Good Average Poor Abysmal Noresponse

(9,10) (78) (4,5,6) (2,3) (01)

Overall 24%  35%  29% 3% 2% 6%
Not visited a govt hospital 17%  34% 33% 4% 3% 9%
inlast5yrs

Visited a govt hospital 27%  35% 27% 3% 2% 5%
inlast5 yrs

Not visited a Mohalla 18%  34% 34% 4% 3% 6%
Clinicinlast5 yrs

Visited a Mohalla Clinic 37%  36% 19% 2% 1% 5%

inlast5 yrs

Note: Figures may not add up to 100 due to rounding

1:MEMBERS OF TWO-THIRDS OF HOUSEHOLDS ATTENDED APTM AT A
DELHI GOVT SCHOOL MORE THAN ONCE IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS

QUESTION ASKED: How many times have you or somebody in your family attended a
parent-teacher meeting in the last five years at a school?

Never/no Once 2-3 4-5 Morethan
response times times 5times
Household has child/children in 25% 9% 34% 8% 24%
a Delhi government school only
Household has child/children 22% 7% 23% 8% 40%
in a private school only
Household has child/children 25% 12%  26% 12% 25%

in a central school/municipal school

Note: Figures may not add up to 100 due to rounding

8: HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILD/CHILDREN IN A DELHI GOVERNMENT
SCHOOL WERE MORE LIKELY TOGIVE APOSITIVERATING TO THE DELHI
GOVERNMENT FOR ITS WORK ON THE EDUCATION FRONT

Excellent Good Average Poor Abysmal No
(9,100 (78) (4,5,6) (2,3) (01) response
All respondents 32%  38%  20% 2% 1% 7%
Child/children from 40% 39% 14% 2% <1% 4%
householdareina

Delhi government school

tion system. The questions pertained to the
quality of education being imparted, the con-
dition of classrooms, the presence of sports
facilities, the quality of mid-day meals, and
the morale of students and teachers.

On each and every one of these parame-
ters, the respondents, particularly those be-
longing to households having a child/children
in a Delhi government school (the survey
came across around 25% such households,
mostly belonging to lower income groups),
were found to have a positive perception.
Nine of every ten reported an improvement
in the quality of education at Delhi govern-
ment schools; eight of every ten thought the
condition of classrooms in such schools had
become better; a little over three fourths re-
ported an improvement in sports facilities;
and eight of every ten felt that the confidence
of students had increased (table 9).

One of the major initiatives since 2016 has
been parent-teacher meetings or PTMs in gov-
ernment schools. The survey asked voters
whether they or someone from their house-
hold had attended any such meeting in the
last five years. Sixty-six per cent from house-
holds having a child in a Delhi government
school reported that someone from the
household had indeed attended a PTM in the

HOW THE SURVEY

representativeness and correct for
underrepresentation of key demographics, the
achieved raw sample has been weighted by Gender,
Religion, and Caste group based on Census 2011 data.
Allanalysis here has been presented on the weighted
data set. The survey was designed, supervised and
analysed by a team of researchers associated with
Lokniti. They include Shreyas Sardesai, Biswaijit
Mohanty, Himanshu Bhattarcharya, Manjesh Rana,
Dhananjay Kumar Singh, Vibha Attri, Jyoti Mishra,

last five years (table 7). What is also significant
is that PTM attendance among guardians/par-
ents of children going to a Delhi government
school was nearly as high (albeit not as fre-
quent) as attendance among guardians/par-
ents of children going to a private school.

Asked to rate the AAP government's per-
formance on the education front onascale of
10, the average score was 7.7,even higher than
the ratings on the health front (table 11).
Respondents from households having a child
studying in a government school were found
to be far more likely to rate the government's
performance more positively than the rest of
the respondents (table 8).

The survey indicates that come assembly
polls, the AAP stands to benefit from this pos-
itive assessment of its work in the two sec-
tors. In fact, many respondents who voted for
BJP and Congress in the Lok Sabha elections
were generous when it came to giving marks
to the AAP government for its performance
on health and education related matters.

(Shreyas Sardesai is Research Associate at
Lokniti-CSDS. Biswajit Mohanty is an Associate
Professorin the Department of Political Science
at the Deshbandhu College, University of Delhi.
He is also the State Coordinator of Lokniti
(CSDS) in Delhi.)

WAS CONDUCTED

Sakshi Khemani, Aditya Pandey, Neel Madhav, Fakru
Zzaman, Deepti Mary Minj, Muzamil Yagoob and
Jagannath Kashyap. Prof. Suhas Palshikar and Prof.
Sandeep Shastri guided the research teamin
analysing the data and with the write-ups. The survey
was directed by Prof. Sanjay Kumar of CSDS. Lokniti
would like to acknowledge the support of Durba
Chattaraj of Ashoka University who partially supported
this survey with the Franklin Research Grant of the
American Philosophical Society.

9: OVERALL PERCEPTION OF DELHI GOVT SCHOOLS VERY POSITIVE, EVEN
MORE SO AMONG HOUSEHOLDS HAVING A CHILD IN A DELHI GOVT SCHOOL

QUESTION ASKED: In your opinion, have the following improved or deteriorated in
government schools of Delhi in the last five years?

M Overall M Child/children from household ina Delhi govt. school

Child/children from household inan MCD school

Quality of education has improved

Quality of mid-day meal has improved

Condition of classrooms has improved

Sports facilities have improved

Morale of students has improved

Morale of teachers has improved

Quality of education has deteriorated

81% 3%
9% 3%
90% 1%

Quality of mid-day meal has deteriorated

59% 6%
68% 5%
66% 3%

Condition of classrooms has deteriorated

71% 4%
81% 3%
75% 5%

Sports facilities have deteriorated
67% 4%
77% 6%
76% 2%

Morale of students has deteriorated

70% 4%
82% 3%
79% 2%

Morale of teachers has deteriorated

64% 4%
76% 4%
76% 3%

Note: The rest of the respondents either said as good/bad as before or did not respond

10: ON THE HEALTH FRONT, AAP
GOVT GOT AN AVERAGE OF 7.06
OUT OF 10 FROM RESPONDENTS

QUESTION ASKED: How many marks
out of 10 will you give to the steps taken
by the Delhi’s AAP government in the

11: DELHI GOVERNMENT SCORED
HIGHLY BY RESPONDENTS ON THE
EDUCATION FRONT

QUESTION ASKED: How many marks
out of 10 will you give to the steps taken
by the Delhi’s AAP government in the

field of health? field of education?
SCOREOUTOF 10 SCOREOUTOF 10
Zero 1.8% Zero 0.6%
One 04% One 0.1%
Two 1.9% Two 1.1%
Three 1.5% Three 0.9%
Four 31% Four 1.8%
Five 10.8% Five 7.7%
Six 15.3% Six 10.6%
Seven 14.7% Seven 15.0%
Eight Eight 23.3%
Nine 10.3% Nine 13.0%
Ten 13.9% Ten 19.4%
No 6.2% No 6.5%
respomnse response
Mean (Average): 7.06 Mean (Average): 7.66
Median: 7.00 Median: 8.00
Mode: 8 Mode: 8
Note: Those who did not give any marks have been excluded from analysis
TOMORROW:ELECTRICITY AND WATER
SAMPLE PROFILE: RAW AND WEIGHTED
PROPORTION IN PROPORTION IN
RAW SAMPLE WEIGHTED SAMPLE*
Scheduled Castes 16.40% 16.80%
Muslims 14.10% 12.90%
Sikhs 3.00% 3.40%
Women 37.90% 46.50%

Note: Weighted by Census 2011 data
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9 IN PARLIAMENT s

Shah: J&K admn to decide
on political leaders’ release

FroM THE GALLERY

FROM THE CHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

““Is shouting slogans
going to help anybody?
Are we in Parliament or
in a bazaar? This has to
be understood by all. I
am pained because the
image of not only of an
individual Member but
of Parliament also is
going down.....Secondly,
after I have called the
next Question, the
Member, whether he is
satisfied with the reply
or not, should sit
down... Please see to it
that we maintain
decency and decorum.”

M VENKAIAH NAIDU, Chairman
LOK SABHA

“Fine. The House is in
consensus? But
remember, the
ministers too will from
now on have to speak
from their allotted seats
only.”

OM BIRLA, Speaker, after Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi pointed out
that many members were speaking from
seats other than theirs.

QUOTE OF THEDAY

“If you want to answer
your question yourself,
why are you asking
me?”

AMIT SHAH, Home Minister to
Congress leader in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury after the latter made
repeated disruptions when the minister
was speaking on Kashmir.

S QUESTIONS

CONGRESS RAJYA SABHAMEMBER
RAJEEV GOWDA DISCUSSES WITH
MANOJ C G THE ISSUE OF FINANCIAL
FRAUD INTHE SECURITIES MARKET.

You raised the issue of financial
frauds that are taking place in the
securities market. What was your
point?

[raised the issue of customers and
investors being defrauded by
investment managers, that is brokers
that handle investments and also by
banks like BMC bank. My concern
was that on one hand, these frauds
and going on, and on the other hand,
the regulators are not ahead of the
game in terms of preventing and
stopping them. The regulators are
going ahead and coming up with
measures to try and address the
problem but they themselves are
legally questionable and could land
everythingin litigation...

What was your demand?

This problem arises before there is
certain amount of trustin the
system. An investor gives a power of
attorney to a broker to make trades
and act on their behalf. That
fiduciary trustis betrayed when
they play games with their money...

What do you want the
government to do?

[ want the government to work with
the regulators to ensure that these
sorts of frauds don't take place.

What are these mechanisms
that you want the government
toputin?

IfTknew that, I would have
suggested them...

How will it affect the economy?

It will worsen things... In the overall
scheme of things, the more trust
you have in financial sector actors -
brokers, mutual fund players and
all - the more investment will go
into India’s industries rather than
being putin gold or land. This is
important because this will allow
more companies to raise money,
more jobs to be created...for the
economy to grow...

LS passes Bill to extend

reservation for SCs, STs

Prasad slams Oppn for reducing debate to Anglo-Indians, Oppn says states not consulted

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

AMIDST CRITICISM from the Opposition that
the BJP-led government’s legislative initia-
tives hurt minorities in the country, the
Constitutional amendment Bill to extend the
reservation for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in Lok Sabha for 10 years
and to discontinue the provision for nomi-
nated seats for the Anglo-Indian community
inlegislative bodies was passed by Lok Sabha
on Tuesday.

The reservation for SCs, STs and Anglo-
Indians given for the past 70 years in Lok
Sabha and state Assemblies was due to end
on January 25, 2020.

The Bill was passed with 352 members vot-
ing in favour and none against it. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who was absent from
the House on Monday during the passage of
the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, was pres-
entin the House during the voting on this Bill.

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
slammed the Opposition for reducing the de-
bate to Anglo-Indians and “ignoring the 20
crore SCs and STs”. “l am accused of mislead-
ing the House. How can you say that when
the Census Registrar says that the number is
296?” he asked. However, the Opposition has
given notice for a privilege motion against
the Law Minister on the same.

With the opposition attacking the govern-
ment for not consulting with the states be-
fore doing away with the Anglo-Indian nom-

Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad in
Lok Sabha LsTv/PTI

ination in the state Assemblies — 13 states
have one nominated member each from the
community in their assemblies — Prasad said
the Bill being a Constitutional amendment,
will naturally have to get passed by more than
half of the total number of states.

Initiating the debate on the Bill,
Congress’s Hibi Eden argued that the data
quoted by Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
was wrong and there are 3,47,000 Anglo
Indians in the country. Citing a report sub-
mitted by a fact-finding team, set up by the
Central government which gave its reportin
2013, Eden said Anglo-Indians, who he said
have contributed to the country’s growth in
different fields, is an ethnic community fac-
ing cultural erosion and education disability.

Making an emotional pitch for Dalit
women and Anglo-Indians, DMK’s M
Kanimozhi targeted the treasury benches for
not consulting the states before removing
the provision for the state Assemblies.
Pointing out that 13 states have the provision
and five of them are in the south, she said:
“This government is again and again inter-
fering in the states’ rights and it is taking
away their rights in every single Bill.”

Criticising the government for its legisla-

TrRINAMOOL PROTESTS CAB

B A day before the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill is tabled in the Rajya
Sabha, the Trinamool Congress on
Tuesday said it was a matter of
“majority versus morality and we will
make the government bleed” in its
efforts towards the passage of the
legislation. The Bill was passed by the
Lok Sabha on Monday.

M “This Bill is not about numbers.

It is about majority versus morality
and we will make the government
bleed to pass this legislation,”

TMC leader in Rajya Sabha Derek
O’Brien said. He also said that his
party would move 20 amendments
to the Bill to change its basic
nature.

1.29 lakh people declared foreigners
by tribunals in Assam: MoS Home

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

OVER 1.29 lakh people have been declared
foreigners by various foreigners' tribunals in
Assam till October this year, the government
informed Parliament on Tuesday. It said 1.14
lakh people who had challenged their status
as foreigners had also been declared Indian
citizens.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai gave this infor-
mation during Zero Hour in Lok Sabha. The
minister also said that among the foreigners
deported this year, four were Bangladeshi
nationals and two were Afghans.

"As per the information made available
by the Assam government, 1,14,225 people

were declared Indian citizens by the foreign-
ers tribunals in Assam as of October 2019,"
he said in a written reply to a question.

As per information made available by the
state government, 1,29,009 people were de-
clared foreigners by the tribunals in Assam,
he said, adding that no child was declared
foreigner.

Atotal of 4,68,905 matters were referred
to the foreigners’ tribunals in Assam as of
October 2019, he said. All Foreigners
Tribunals in Assam were constituted as per
the provisions of The Foreigners Act, 1946
and The Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964.

The government also told the House that
asmany as 289 declared foreigners were de-
tained in Assamin 2019 and 227 others were
deported to their country of origin.

Over Rs 15 crore raised by
auctioning PM’s gifts, says govt

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

AN AUCTION of mementos received by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his of-
ficial trips within the country has raised more
than Rs 15 crore, Culture Minister Prahlad
Patel stated on Tuesday.

Responding to a query in Rajya Sabha
by BJP MP Rakesh Sinha on whether the
mementos, gifts, etc presented to the PM
from home and abroad have been auc-
tioned, Patel said, “A total of Rs 15.13 crore
has been received from the auctions of me-
mentos, gifts, etc presented to PM from
home.”

Since Modi became PM in 2014, three

such auctions have been conducted by the
Ministry of Culture, Patel added - in February
2015, January 27-April 1, 2019, and
September 14 to October 24, 2019.

During the most recent round of e-auc-
tion, as many as 2,772 mementos were on
the block, including daggers, pagris, paint-
ings, shawls, and almost one thousand por-
traits of the Prime Minister done by various
artists in different media.

Several portraits of the Prime Minister re-
ceived the highest-value bids during the
October auction. For instance, an acrylic
painting of Modi and Mahatma Gandhi with
atri-colour background, with a base price of
Rs 2.5 lakh, received a bid above Rs 25 lakh;
while a photo of the PM with his mother re-
ceived a bid above Rs 20 lakh.

tive initiatives that hurt the minorities, the
DMK MP said: “Just because you have a ma-
jority does not mean that you have to hurt
the minority. Yesterday, you brought a Bill
which would hurt the Muslims. Today, you
are bringing a Bill which is going to hurt the
Christians. So, I think majority is not the only
factor on which we should run this country.”

Pitching for Dalit women, Kanimozhi
urged the members to see their status in the
country. “You may see how many Dalit girls
are insulted and raped. Do we raise our
voices against these atrocities? Do we talk
about that? Do we discuss that? In some
ways, we come to accept it.” She also de-
manded that the government consider reser-
vation for women “as they are also Dalits”.

Supriya Sule (NCP) demanded that the
government support minorities within the
country also by extending reservation for
Anglo-Indian communities.

BSP’s Girish Chandra sought that the
reservation for SC/ST should be extended to
private sector while Nama Nageswar Rao
(TRS) said the Central government should ex-
peditiously clear the proposal of states to ex-
tend reservation for OBC and other commu-
nities. NDA ally Apna Dal member Anupriya
Patel also sought continued representation
of Anglo-Indian community in legislatures.

BJP’s Heena Gavit, who listed the initia-
tives by the Narendra Modi government for
the weaker communities, urged the govern-
ment to ensure that only genuine candidates
belonging to SCs and STs get the privileges
meant for the communities.

B On an ongoing tussle between West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee and
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar, O’Brien
alleged the governor had not signed
important legislation. Later in the day,
the state Assembly was adjourned sine
die due to lack of business in the

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER10

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah on Tuesday said
the Centre had no desire to keep politicians
from Kashmir behind bars unless there was
arequirement. He said the decision on their
release would be taken by the local admin-
istration as his government does not inter-
fere in the affairs of states and Union
Territories.

Shah’s statement came after Congress
leader in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury asked the government when
political leaders, including sitting member
and former chief minister Farooq Abdullah,
would be released.

“There is no need to keep anyone (lead-
ers) in jail even for a day more than that is
required. As and when the local administra-
tion feels the time is appropriate, they will
be released. You are asking about Farooq
Abdullah. You (Congress) kept his father
Sheikh Abdullah in jail for 11 years,” Shah
said.

He reiterated that everything was nor-
mal in the Valley as school exams were reg-
istering over 99 per cent attendance, lakhs
of people were being treated in hospitals,
traffic was moving smoothly and not a sin-
gle person had died of police bullets since
August 5.

“As far as the people of Jammu and
Kashmir are concerned, the situation is to-
tally normal. But I cannot normalise the sit-
uation of the Congress. Because they had said
here that there would be bloodbath in
Kashmir after Article 370 is abolished. But
nothing happened,” he said.

When Chowdhury pointed out that
there was no political activity in the state
and all politicians were behind bars, Shah
said that panchayat and BDC elections were
proof that political activity was happening
in Kashmir. “You are not worried about the
people of the Valley but its political activ-
ity,” Shah said.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SMS service messages
resume in Kashmir

Srinagar: SMS messages, including ‘one
time passwords’ (OTPs), resumed on
Tuesday for 40 lakh subscribers in
Kashmir following several requests from
the public, particularly the business
community, officials here said.

The Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration allowed service providers to re-
sume machine-based messages, but
subscribers will not be allowed to send
any messages from their mobiles, offi-
cials said. Resumption of service mes-
sages will help the public, especially
businesspersons, receive service mes-
sages from banks, they said. PTI

EU expresses concern
over Valley restrictions

New Delhi: The European Union on
Tuesday said it was concerned over re-
strictions on “fundamental freedom” of
people in Kashmir and called for steps
like restoration of communication net-
work and essential services to bring back
normalcy in the Valley.

European Union’s Ambassador to
India Ugo Astuto also said that Pakistan
must take action against terror groups
operating from its soil, including by
choking their financial support and en-
suring compliance of steps recom-
mended by anti-terror watchdog
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

Astuto, at a media briefing, said the
European Union understands India’s se-
curity concerns, but insisted that steps
should be taken to restore normalcy in
the Valley, adding that the bloc’s views
on the matter remained unchanged
since August. ENS

Arms Bill gets Rajya Sabha nod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

THE RAJYA Sabha Tuesday passed The Arms
(Amendment)Bill, 2019 by a voice vote with
members across party lines lauding the gov-
ernment’s decision to increase punishment
for celebratory firing.

Members raised questions about heir-
loom weapons as the legislation proposes to
allow only two licensed weapons against
three permitted earlier.

The Bill was approved by Lok Sabha on
Monday.

Minister of State for Home Affairs G
Kishen Reddy said that heirloom weapons
can be deactivated and kept. He pointed out
that most of the deaths in celebratory firings
were by unlicensed weapons; only two of
959 deaths in Bihar, 14 of 792 in Jharkhand
and 181 of 1,483 in Uttar Pradesh were by li-
censed weapons.

The minister said the government is put-
ting in place a system in which every ammu-
nition will have a serial number.

The Bill increases the renewal window
for a firearm licence from three years to five

it more stringent for manufacturers of ille-
gal weapons.

The legislation does not make any
changes to the licensing regime for
sportspersons.

A motion moved by Congress MP
Digvijaya Singh to send the Bill to a Select
Committee was defeated by a voice vote.

MPs asked about safeguards in the Bill for
those in remote areas for whom guns are a
means of self-defence. Congress MP Pratap
Singh Bajwa said that holders of gun licences
are not criminals but “respectable people”
and they should be treated as such. B]D’s
Prasanna Acharya said that guns are not a
status symbol.

The Bill provides a maximum punish-
ment of life imprisonment for manufactur-
ing and carryingillegal arms. It also provides
that a person can have a maximum of two
firearms as against three allowed at present.

The Bill also ensures that those using
firearm in a rash or negligent manner in cel-
ebratory gunfire, endangering human life or
personal safety of others shall be punishable
with an imprisonment to two years, or
with fine which may extend to Rs 1 lakh,
or with both.

House. The winter session was to run years,  besides
till December 13. Anil Sharma changing the penal
regime and making PUBLIC NOTICE
In Compliance of the Orders Passed by Hon’ble
Court in the following matters, the Provisional
Gradation/ Seniority  Lists of Lecturers now
Designated as Assistant/ Associate Professor, as
stood on 01.09.1997 has been uploaded on the web
portal (www.highereduhry.com) of the Department
on 08.12.2019 for inviting objections/ suggestions
from the concerned.
ODISHA SKILL Sr. Case No. Title Date of Order Passed
No. Decision By
DEVELOPMENT 1. CWP No. Dr. Surindra Kumar 09.09.2010 Hon’ble High
. 8604 of 2007 Mishra and others Vs. Court
KK-87 AUTHORITY (OSDA) State of Haryana and
Niyojan Bhavan, Kharvela Nagar, Sriya . Othesrs
_ 2. WP No. Dr. Saubhagya Wati 09.09.2010 Hon’ble High
Sql:lare Bhubaneswar 751901' 7828 of 2007 and others Vs. State Court
(E-mail-ID: career.osda@gmail.com) of Haryana and others
REQUIRES QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS IN 3.  CWP No. Dr. Swarnjit Singh 09.09.2010 Hon’ble High
10429 of Sidhu and others Vs. Court
FOLLOWING POSITIONS (S) 2006 State of Haryana and
S others
No. Post Positions (s)  Last Date 4. CWP No. Ms. Renuka Gambhir 09.09.2010 Hon’ble High
1034 of 2009 and others Vs. State Court
. Chief Knowledge Officer 01 24 Dec 2019 of Haryana and others
i i i 5. CWP No. Ram Kumar Chauhan 09.09.2010 Hon’ble High
2. Chief Marketing Officer 01 24 Dec 2019 1961 of 2006 and others Ve. State Court
General Manager (Training of Haryana and others
3. Operations & Industry 01 17 Dec 2019 6. CWP No. Madan Lal Vs. State 23.01.2012 Hon’ble High
Partnerships) 1580 of 2008 of Haryana and others Court
General Manager (Learning & 7. Civil Suit 161 V.K. Aggarwal Vs. 09.09.2010  Additional
4. Quality Assurance) 01 17 Dec 2019 of 2004 State of Haryana CI(\/SIIGJan(C)jI’ge
5.  Procurement Specialist 01 17 Dec 2019 Division),
Narnaul

Odisha Skill Development Authority invites application for above
mentioned positions on contractual basis. For details regarding
eligibility criteria, qualification, experience, terms and conditions
and other information relating to these positions including
downloaded
Salary no bar for deserving
candidates. The date for submission of application for positions
mentioned at serial 3, 4 and 5 (notified on 20 Nov 2019) has been
extended till 17 Dec 2019. To apply, email your resume with
photograph and current CTC alongwith two references at

proforma for resume can be
http://skillodisha.gov.in.

career.osda@gmail.com.

Director of Employment -cum-Chief Executive Officer, OSDA

14027/11/0011/1920

from Panchkula.

finalized.

Dated:
Place: Panchkula
79553/HRY.

The Seniority List has also been circulated in All
Government Colleges in Haryana, U.T. Administration,
Chandigarh, State Universities SCERT, Haryana,
Gurugram, Head Quarter

and Utkarsh Society,

Objections/ Suggestions if any, are hereby invited
from the Assistant/ Associate Professors working in the
Colleges of Haryana Government. After receiving the
Objections/ Suggestions, if any the said Seniority will be

A. Sreenivas

Special Secretary to Govt. Haryana

Higher Education Department
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Offers by way of e-tendering (Percentage) are invited by the City Engineer, Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation
from contractors.
1) The contractor shall quote his Percentage offer on the Cost of work excluding Royalty and material testing charges as
mentioned below.
2) The offer for work shall be exclusive of GST. The GST at the applicable rate shall be paid separately by PCMC for work

Sr. Name of work Estimated Cost of Work Royalty Testing Earnest Security Time Cost of Tender
No. cost putto excluding (Rs) Charge money Deposit limitin Document with
the Tender Royalty & s (Rs) (Rs) (Rs) calendar GST (Non
(Rs) Material testing months Refundable)
charges (Rs) (Rs.)
1. Development of Town Hall 25,44,97,929 25,33,34,502 5,94,997 5,68,430 12,72,490 1,27,24,896 36 37,430/-

on Reservation No. 1/96 at
Prabhag No. 1, Chikhali

Time table for the tenders shall be as follows:
Online Sale of Tenders Date 11/12/2019 to 07/01/2020
Last date of Submission of Tenders Date 07/01/2020 up to 03.00 pm
Pre Bid Meeting Date & Time Date 30/12/2019 at 03.00 pm
Place of Pre Bid Meeting Office of City Engineer, 1st Floor, PCMC Main Building, Pimpri, Pune-18
Date of Opening of Tenders Date 10/01/2020 at 03.00 pm (if possible)

The Municipal Commissioner PCMC reserves the right to accept or reject any tender partially or completely without any reason
thereof. The details of above works, such as Security Deposit, Earnest Money Deposit, Terms & Conditions of the Tender and
Schedule of works, are available on web site www.pecmcindia.gov.in, http://mahatenders.gov.in. In case of any technical
problem related to the tender document, the same can be referred to the NIC email support at eproc @nic.in or on telephone
numbers 0120-4200462, 0120-4001002, 0120-4001005, 0120-627787.

ADVT No : 135

No. : ENGG/TEN/FHO/637/2019
Date : 10/12/2019

SD/-
- CITY ENGINEER
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation, Pimpri-411 018.

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

DAIRY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Administrative Building, Abdul Gaffarkhan Road,
Worli Sea Face, Worli, Mumbai-400018.

E-TENDER NOTICE

TENDER Notice No. DDC-21(D)/Aarey Brand/Tender/Advertisement/Part-4/T-05/2019/5697,
Dt. 07.12.2019

Due to Technical Error, Tender Notice No. DDC/21/Aarey Brand/Tender/Advertisement/part-
4/T-05/2019/5454, Dt. 26.11.2019 has been cancelled and revised notice publiced as follow.

e-Tenders are invited herewith from the Dairy Development Department, Government of
Maharashtra during the period of Dt. 11.12.2019 to Dt. 08.01.2020 for the period of three years for
the production & sale of milk products by the brand name "Aarey" from Manufacturers/Sellers/
Packers / Distributors for a period of Three years on Royalty Basis in Maharashtra State and Rest

of India.
Online tender notice, tender terms & conditions etc. are published on website. S, Name of work
http://mahatenders.gov.in No

Dairy Development Commissioner, Maharashtra State, Mumbai reserves the right to accept or

reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason. 1 Making Interconnection of Water Line by P/L 450/400/  Rs.
350/200/150/100mm dia Water Line in Qutub Vihar Ph-l and 36,57,008/-
Ph-Il Pankaj Garden in Matiala Constituency under EE(SW)-

Sd/-
Narendra K. Poyam (I.A.S.)
Dairy Development Commissioner,
Maharashtra State, Mumbai.
For and on behalf of Governor of Maharashtra.

I AC-34 (2019 DJB 185209_1)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 634/2019-20

DGIPR 2019/2020/4041

Office of the Executive Engineer
Construction Division, U.P. Jal Nigam, Agra

Ref. No.- 3151/NIVIDA/148 Dated : 06.12.2019
E-Tender Notice

U.P. Jal Nigam, E-tenders are invited
for Construction of 10 KI Capacity Tank
Type Stand Post and its related all
works as per department design &
drawing in Block Fatehabad, Bah,
Shamshabad & Pinahat of Agra
Distt. Intending tenderers must be
registered with U.P. Jal Nigam in class-
"D" in category 1 or higher class &
category. Tender document shall be
available at e-procurement website
http:/letender.up.nic.in. Interested
contractors may view & download tender
document and upload their tender, duly
filled, online as per schedule given below
- Date for- (i) Uploading bid document at
website : 11.12.2019 at 17:00 PM (i)
Online submission of e-bids : 18.12.2019
at 17:00 PM (iii) Opening of Technical &
Financial bid : 19.12.2019 at 15:00 PM.

NIT No.36(19-20)

EMD &
TENDER FEE

Amount
Put to
Tender

Rs.73,500/- &
Rs.500/-

Completion Date of release
Period

HRD approves
new IIM for
Telangana

New Delhi: The HRD Ministry has
approved a new Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) for
Telangana, five years after the
state was carved out of Andhra
Pradesh. HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal is learnt to have ap-
proved the proposal this week.
The ministry then wrote to the
state government asking it to
identify a suitable piece of land
for the institute in Hyderabad.
As first reported by The Indian
Express on November 22, the pro-
posal was expedited after the PMO
wrote to the ministry on
November 15 asking it to decide
onrequests fromthestate. ENS

Office of the Executive Engineer
Construction Division, U.P. Jal Nigam, Agra

Ref. No.- 3150/NIVIDA/147 Dated : 06.12.2019
Short Term E-Tender Notice

U.P. Jal Nigam, E-tenders are invited
for Installation of India Mark-ll Hand
pump (DTH) and its related all works as
per departmental design and drawing
in Block Jagner Agra Distt. Intending
tenderers must be registered with U.P. Jal
Nigam in Class-"D" category. or higher
class & category. Tender document shall
be available at e-procurement website
http:/letender.up.nic.in. Interested
contractors may view & download tender
document and upload their tender, duly
filled, online as per schedule given below
- Date for - (i) Uploading bid document at
website : 11.12.2019 at 17:00 P.M (ii)
Online submission of e-bids : 18.12.2019
at 17:00 P.M (jii) Opening of Technical &
Financial bid : 19.12.2019 at 15:00 P.M

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SW)II
DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
NEAR DWARKA, WTP, DWARKA,NEW DELHI-110043

Last Date /time
receipt of tender
through e-
Procurement Solution

of tender in e-
procurement
solution

120 Days 09.12.2019, 5:00 20.12.2019 Up to 3:00

PM onward PM

NIT along with all the terms & conditions is available on DJB Web Site https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SW) I
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BRIBERY CASE AGAINST ASTHANA, OTHERS

Probe over, report being
analysed: CBI seeks
more time from HC

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THE CBI Tuesday told the Delhi
High Court that it has completed
the probe in an alleged bribery
and extortion case against the
agency’s former special director
Rakesh Asthana and others, and
the same is being examined by
supervisory officers.

The CBI's contention was
placed through an application
before the court on expiry of the
two months’ time given to the
agency to complete the probe.

The Indian Express in October
reported that Asthanais likely to
be absolved of all charges of cor-
ruption in an FIR registered by
former CBI director Alok Verma.
The CBI’s investigating officer
(I0)in the case has prepared are-
port exonerating Asthana and it
has been submitted to superiors,
sources said.

Without specifying the time
period for a final report, the CBI
stated that the analysis has been
completed at three of the eight
levels of supervision. “The report

tion and evidence gathered had
been prepared before the sub-
mission of the last status report
before this court. As per the es-
tablished procedure of CBI, the
said report submitted by the IO is
required to be analysed/exam-
ined by at eight levels, including
legal scrutiny... The issues
pointed out in legal scrutiny and
by the supervisory officers are
also being attended to simulta-
neously to complete the investi-
gation as expeditiously as possi-
ble,” the application stated.

Seeking more time to pre-
pare the final report, the CBI
urged the court that it will be in
the “interest of justice”.

On May 31, the High Court
had granted the CBI four months’
time to complete the probe into
the matter, also involving DSP
Devender Kumar, middleman
Manoj Prasad and others.

Asthana, Kumar and Prasad
had moved court seeking
quashing of the FIR against
them. The courtin January dis-
missed their plea and said that
the investigation against the
four should be completed
within 10 weeks.

containing details of investiga-
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Lawyer shot
dead outside
Ranchi home

Ranchi: A Ranchi-
based lawyer, Ram
Pravesh Singh, was
shot dead on Monday
night outside his resi-
dence. Police said that
they have detained
two suspects and are
questioning them.
Singh was the lawyer
of 19-year-old Richa
Bharti, who was
asked by a Ranchi
court todistribute five
copies of the Quranas
a condition for her
bail after she posted a
communal message
on social media.
However, the court
had later recalled its
order. ENS

Cong seeks
intervention
on Mhadei
dispute

Panaji: The Congress
marched toRajBhavan
to protest against the
Goa government’s
economic policies,and
urged Governor Satya
Pal Malik to intervene
in the inter-state dis-
pute between Goaand
Karnataka over river
Mhadhei.

Inawritten mem-
orandum signed by
the MLAs and the Goa
Congress chief, they
asked for the Prime
Minister’s interven-
tion through the Goa
Governor's office.

“Mhadei is an in-
separable life line of
Goaandif any quantity
of water is allowed to
be diverted for any
purpose, it will do an
irreversible damage to
the ecology of Goa...
there cannot be any
discussion on water
sharing of Mhadei
river with any state...”
the petition said. ENS
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1T GOVT ¢ POLITICS

DAY AFTER CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL PASSEDINLS

DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

SPECIAL M ESSAGE

AT A high-level internal deliberation seminar on transforma-
tion of Railways called ‘Parivartan Sangosthi’, which took place
over the weekend and was helmed by Piyush Goyal, a “live
chat” screen was a thing of wonder. Senior officers across the
country were chatting live on it and sending suggestions, and
it kept displaying live on the backdrop of the stage. One chat
message that officers took note of said this was a “fruitful” ex-
ercise only if in the end the fruit is plucked and eaten. One of the
takeaways was said to be the merger of all nine service cadres
and also trimming the Railway Board on functional lines.

SESSION AFTER SESSION

DURING PARLIAMENT sessions, MPs of all parties have special
classes on the new Bills. Usually such classes, where senior
officials from the respective ministries come to brief them,
are attended by 30-40 MPs. On Tuesday, the session was on
Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill, which was introduced in the Lok
Sabha on Monday. Only one MP — Jagdambika Pal of BJP — at-
tended it. After sitting till midnight to pass the Citizenship
Amendment Bill, MPs did not seem to be in the mood to attend
aclass on another Bill. The Ministry of External Affairs official
who came to brief the MPs apparently thanked the BJP MP.

REQUEST TO RECONSIDER

THE ALL India Anglo Indian Association has written to PM
Narendra Modi against the 126th Constitutional amendment
doing away with the provision for nominated MPs and MLAs
from the community. Recalling the community’s contribu-
tion, the president-in-chief of the association requested the
government to reconsider the decision. They said there are
still several lakhs of Anglo-Indian citizens living in varying
numbers across 22 of the 28 states and 9 Union Territories. In
a separate letter to Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, the as-
sociation disputed his statement that by the 2011 census there
were only 296 Anglo Indians in the country.

‘Scrutinise actions of
those in power each day’

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

DAILY SCRUTINY of the actions
of those in power is the long-
term solution for incidents like
what happened inUnnao and in
Hyderabad, Supreme Court
Judge Justice D' Y Chandrachud
said on Tuesday, adding that an-
swers to all problems did not lie
with courts.

He was delivering a lecture
on the theme “Adding Nuance to
Human Rights Discourse” at an
event organised by the
International Institute of Human
Rights Society on the occasion of
Human Rights Day here.

Justice Chandrachud said,
“..we must ask ourselves whether
close to a century of democratic
rule has reduced the political, so-
cial and economic exclusion faced
by many of our citizens.”

He added “I think the most
telling pictorial representation
that we have seen in the last
week is the representation of
two facets of India, the Unnao
rape survivor lying burnt in a
field and the four men lying dead

JusticeDY
Chandrachud

in a field shot by the police.”
Former CJI R M Lodha, who
also spoke on the occasion, re-
ferred to the Hyderabad encounter
and said “when a Telangana min-
ister says that reconstruction of
crime scene was on instruction
from above and police did what
they were asked to do, it raises a
big question; are we junking due

process and justice system?”
Justice Chandrachud under-
lined the importance of “partici-
pative processes” in securing hu-
man rights and said that
“recognising the value of deliber-
ative processes in exposing weak
arguments, identifying the mis-
use of power and ensuring that
humanrights are lived beyond the
cloistered halls of courts and uni-
versities adds a powerful element

to our human rights discourse”.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

‘ONE NATION, ONE RATION CARD’

Govt plans PDS portability
for 12 states by January

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

IN A step towards the launch of
‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ by
June next year, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution is working to
integrate 12 states on a single
portability platform that will en-
able beneficiaries of the National
Food Security Act (NFSA) to pur-
chase subsidised food grains from
any fair price shopin these states.
This was conveyed to mem-
bers of the ministry’s consulta-
tive committee during a meet-
ing on Tuesday, according to
sources. The committee is
headed by Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan. The
members also discussed the is-
sue of reforms in the Targeted
Public Distribution System.

“Itis planned that inter-state
portability through One Nation,
One Ration Card system shall be
launched in four other states of
Goa, Madhya Pradesh, Tripuraand
Jharkhand and these shall be in-
tegrated along with the eight ex-
isting states into the single porta-
bility platform — Public
Distribution System Network
(PDSN)—with effect from January
nextyear,” the sources said.

“On-boarding/integration of
the remaining states/UTs on the
PDSN platform shall be done as
and when the process of national
de-duplication is completed for
all beneficiaries and
biometric/Aadhaar authentica-
tion distribution is enabled in all
FPS of the states/UTs,” the
sources said. “It is expected that
nearly a total of 20 states/UTs
shall be brought under the fold of
National Portability by June 2020
inaphased manner,” they added.

A protest against the citizenship Bill in Guwahati. Dasarath Deka

Protests in Tripura, Assam;
shutdown in parts of N-E

ABHISHEK SAHA,
DEBRAJDEB &
TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, AGARTALA,
DECEMBERT10

SEVERALPARTS of the North-East
—especially in Tripuraand Assam
— witnessed protests marked by
confrontations with security per-
sonnel as the region observed a
complete shutdown upon the call
of the North East Students’
Organisation on Tuesday against
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill, which was passed in the Lok
Sabha on Monday.

The Tripura government sus-
pended SMS and mobile Internet
services for 48 hours beginning
2pm on Tuesday after clashes be-
tween security personnel and
protesters. A senior police officer
said that more than 1,700 pro-
testers were detained. Police did
not give an exact figure for those
injured in the protests in which
security personnel resorted to
lobbing tear gas shells and blank
fire to control angry crowds.

Speaking to reporters after a
public event in Agartala, Chief
Minister Biplab Deb said, “There

Film withdrawn

in protest

Guwahati: National
Award-winning film-
maker Jahnu Barua has
registered his opposition
to the CAB by deciding not
to participate in the
Assam State Film Awards
and Film Festival, whichis
scheduled on December
26-27 here.Baruais with-
drawing his film ‘Bhoga
Khirikee’ (Broken
Window) from being
screened at the festival.
The film was produced by
Priyanka Chopra. ENS

is no response to strike today.
Tripura is going ahead on the
path of development...No part of
N-E India or rest of the country
will be affected by this Bill... So
whatis the point of this bandh?”

In Assam, there were protests
against the BJP, CABand the state’s
politicalleadership across the state
with sporadicagitations in Jorhat,
Pathsala, Dibrugarh, Morigaonand
Lakhimpur. Tyres were burnt,

Amid protests, BJP cites
data to allay concerns

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 10

THE BJP-LED government in
Assam and the state party unit
have resorted to presenting data
to claim that the number of non-
Muslim migrants eligible for cit-
izenship through provisions of
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
will be less and the move will not
create any problem for the in-
digenous population.

Speaking at a meeting of the
BJP’s mandal and zila unit presi-
dents on Monday, Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said, “As of
today, according to the data in
our hand, it won’t be more than

5lakh, it will be less than 5 lakh.
In no way will our community,
land, hearth, heritage, culture,
existence be in danger.”

Sonowal urged grassroots
leaders of the party to speak out
against “misinformation” spread
by leaders of various organisa-
tions against the Bill.

State party president Ranjeet
Dass told reporters that in the
district of Majuli not more than
300 people would be eligible for
application for citizenship, while
in Nalbari and Charaideo he
placed it at 1000-odd persons
each. In Barpeta, Dass said
around 24,000 people would be
eligible for application while in
Baksa it would be 28,000-odd.

Govt proposes 50%
cut in IPS central
deputation quota

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

IN WHAT could face opposition
from police ranks in the country,
the Union government has writ-
ten to all states, proposing to de-
crease the quota of central dep-
utation of IPS officers by 50 per
cent. It has argued that most
state governments do not spare
their IPS officers for central dep-
utation and more than 60 per
cent posts remain vacant.

The move, if implemented,
could have far-reaching conse-
quences for the IPS, leading to se-
rious stagnation in the ranks. It
could, however, benefit officers
from other uniformed services
as such posts would go to them.

Inaletter to chief secretaries
of all states on November 26, the
police division of Home Ministry
has said, “Since large number of
Central Deputation Reserve
posts remain unutilised, the
Central government is undertak-
ing an exercise to reduce the ex-
isting CDR quota from 40% of
Senior Duty Posts i.e. 1075 posts
to about 500 posts.”

It has sought comments from
all state governments and Union

Territories on the proposal by
December 15.

Pointing out how these re-
serve posts remain vacant, the
MHA letter has said, “It has been
noted that most of the state gov-
ernments are not sparing their
IPS officers to serve on Central
Deputation. On going through
the data of officers on central
deputation throughout the
country, it is observed that at
present only 428 IPS officers are
working on Central Deputation
against the authorised strength
of 1075 officersi.e. 39.81% of cen-
tral deputation reserve posts.
Resultantly, a large number of
the ...posts remain unutilised.”

The latest move is being op-
posed by IPS officers who argue
they are being punished for no
fault of theirs. Sources in IPS
ranks called the government de-
cision “immature”.

“Vacancies at DIG level at the
Centre are high because states
are not releasing officers for cen-
tral deputation. What can an IPS
officer do? Until the state gov-
ernment agrees to send the
name of a willing officer for cen-
tral deputation offer list, the offi-
cer can’t do anything,” a senior
IPS officer said.

roads and traffic blocked and black
flags waved in some places as pro-
testers raised slogans and clashed
with security personnelin several
areas. Demonstratorsalso agitated
outside the homes of afew BJPleg-
islators and there were reports of
vandalism with vehicles being
damaged at some locations.

In Guwahati, police resorted
tolathicharge and tear gas to con-
trol crowds in Hatigaon, Dispur
and Ganeshguri areas even as re-
ports emerged about cavalcades
of officials and political leaders
being confronted by the crowd.
However, a senior police officer
denied that VIP movement was
blocked in any part of the city.

InMeghalaya, there were re-
ports about a police vehicle be-
ing torched by protesters and a
few other vehicles vandalised.

Manipur saw a complete
shutdown but there were no
protests.

The AASU Tuesday said that it
will move the Supreme Court
against the Bill. "The Bill will take
away our rights and we have to
agitate againstit," AASU chief ad-
visor Samujjal Bhattacharya said.

—WITHINPUTS FROM
JIMMY LEVION IN IMPHAL

Nagaland
extends ILP
to Dimapur

Guwahati: The Nagaland govern-
mentTuesday extended the Inner
Line Permit regime to Dimapur,
the state’s only district left out of
the system, in effect extending the
exemption from the provisions of
the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
to the entire state.

Nagaland Chief Secretary
Temjen Toy confirmed the devel-
opment. In an order issued on
November 9, the state government
said, “Every non-indigenous per-
son henceforth entering the area of
district of Dimapur... shall be re-
quired toobtainanILPin the same
mode and manner as presently re-
quired for entering the Inner Line
Permitareaof Nagaland..” ENS

Sena flip-flop over Bill

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

after Congress frowns

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 10

BARELY 12 hours after voting in
support of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in the Lok
Sabha, the Shiv Sena did a flip-
flop on the issue, with party
president and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
making it clear that his party’s
support in the Rajya Sabha
should not be taken for granted.

Sources said Thackeray had to
articulate the party’s change of
stand after the Congress, a part-
ner in the Thackeray-led govern-
mentin Maharashtra, expressed
strong displeasure over Shiv
Sena’s support to the Bill during
the Lok Sabha debate on Monday.

With Rahul Gandhi himself
raising the red flag, the Congress
onTuesday pressed Thackeray for
reviewing his party’s stance be-
fore the crucial vote on the Bill in
the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.
Calling the Bill as a move that
would “destroy” the foundation
of India, Gandhi, in an early morn-
ing tweet, wrote, “The #CABisan
attack on the Indian Constitution.
Anyone who supportsitis attack-
ing and attempting to destroy the

CM Uddhav Thackeray at
Vidhan Bhavan. P11

foundation of our nation.” Taking
cue from the post, Maharashtra’s
former Minorities Development
Minister Arif (Naseem) Khan,
whoisalsoavice presidentin the
Maharashtra Congress, issued a
release, claiming that Shiv Sena’s
vote for the Bill in the Lok Sabha
had amounted to the flouting of
the Common Minimum
Programme (CIMP) drawn up be-
tween the Sena, Congress and
NCP in the state.
“InMaharashtra, the Congress
supported the Shiv Sena and the
NCPtoformagovernment on the
basis of the CIMP for the sake of the
state’s development. But the man-
ner in which the Shiv Sena voted

Oppn, BJP continue
war of words on Bill

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THE WAR of words between the
Opposition and BJP over the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
intensified on the eve of the leg-
islation seeking to clear the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday.

“Anyone who supports it is
attempting to destroy the foun-
dation of the country,” Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi tweeted. “It is
an attack on the Indian
Constitution”.

BJP leaders voiced their sup-
port for the Bill through the day.
Union minister Piyush Goyal said
atanevent, “But the Congress for
one person’s personal interest,
because he was not willing to
sacrifice the position of PM, par-
titioned the country on the ba-
sis of religion. In 1947, it was the
Congress that divided the coun-
try into two parts. It partitioned
India on the basis of religion.”

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
“India’s tryst with bigotry and nar-
row-minded exclusion” was con-
firmed with the Bill being passed
in the Lok Sabha at midnight.

Randeep Surjewala, Congress’
chief spokesperson, described the
CAB as anathema to India’s con-
stitutional democracy. “It's an at-
tackon soul of India. 72 years ear-
lier, India was partitioned by the
British, Savarkar’s and Jinnah’s

Rahul
Gandhi

Sitaram
Yechury

sinister thought and approach.
Descendants of the philosophy
seek to partition our foundational
values once again,” he tweeted.
Goyal said the government
was justified in bringing the Bill
as minorities had been perse-
cuted in Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. “We have brought
the Bill to make their life better.
We are not saying we will not give
citizenship to others,” he said.
The CPI(M) also slammed the
Centre over the CAB. “By doing
this, they want to sharpen com-
munal polarisation. They want
to divide the people of India and
convert our secular democratic
republic into a Hindutva
Rashtra,” CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury said.
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said in a state-
ment, “India belongs to Indians
of all kinds. Efforts to undermine
this fact will only take our coun-
try backward...”
WITHENS
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

JOB QUOTA FORLOCALS, PENSION HIKE MAY FACE HURDLES

On JJP’s poll promises, Khattar
govt looks at ‘middle path’

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 10

THETWO top poll promises of the
Jannayak Janta Party (JJP), a BJP
ally led by Haryana’s Deputy CM
Dushyant Chautala, may not be
easy for the state government to
implement. Top sources in the
government told The Indian
Express that both proposals — 75
per cent reservation for Haryanvis
in private establishments and Rs
5,100 monthly old age pension —
prima facie appear neither legally
tenable nor financially viable.

While the governmentis look-
inginto the legal and financialim-
plications of both the poll prom-
ises, made exclusively by the JJP, it
seems keen on finding a “middle
way” by way of which a “prefer-
ence” may be given to Haryanvis
in industrial establishments that
are receiving grant/subsidy or any
other concessions.

Haryana’s Home Minister
Anil Vij is chairman of the panel
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity to form the Common
Minimum Programme (CMP)
document, which has to be
drafted pulling out “common
promises” from the manifestos
of both the JJP and the BJP. Once

Walkinga
@ tightrope

EXPLAINED

MORE THAN the feasibil-
ity, itis the willingness to
implement a poll prom-
ise. Considering the way
the BJP had been bending
over backwards to accept
JJP’'s demands, the party
is now exploring options
so that they modify these
demands a bitin a man-
ner that it suits both.
Financial experts say that
the feasibility can be cre-
ated. But it can only be
done, if the government
is willing to cut down on
other financial aspects,
including development
expenditure, to meet
their socialist promises.

approved, the CMP document
will act as a vision document for
the BJP-JJP alliance government
in Haryana for the remaining du-
ration of their tenure.

“l have written to the
Advocate General and Finance
Department to examine these

two things (old age pension and
75 per cent reservation) and
asked both the offices to give
their opinion. On face of it, nei-
ther of the two proposals appear
feasible, in the form these are be-
ing demanded. Yet, we will wait
for the final reports from both
the departments and then act
accordingly,” Anil Vij said.

Haryana’s Advocate General,
B R Mahajan said, “The govern-
ment has sent the file tome.lam
examining it.”

About the 75 per cent reser-
vation for Haryanvis in private
establishments, a senior officer
said that “granting a blanket
reservation in jobs is not legally
tenable”. “At best, a preference
can be given to the state’s own
population, but refusing a job to
anybody just because he is an
outsider will be a violation of the
fundamental rights... Yet it needs
to be legally examined.”

The BJPgovernment, inits first
tenure, could barely increase the
monthly old age pension from Rs
1,000in 2014 to Rs 2,000 in 2019.
“The monthly pension at Rs 5,100
per month... will cost the state ex-
chequer annually a whopping Rs
9,256.10 crore,” a senior officer
said. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

for the CAB without taking their
coalition partners into confidence
isunethical. It shows that the Shiv
Sena has not followed the CMP
and has indirectly backed the BJP.
It should clarify its stance.”

Congress’s Rajya Sabha MP
Hussain Dalwali, while pointing
out that an editorial in Saamana
on Monday had spoken out
against the Bill, opined that the
Sena should have walked out of
the House or abstained from vot-
ing in the Lok Sabha.

With both the parties not on
the same page, Sena leader
Sanjay Raut had to do some trou-
bleshooting. Raut, also a Rajya
Sabha MP, was the first to articu-
late the party’s altered stand on
the issue. “It's an evolving situa-
tion.” Later Thackeray clarified
the party’s stand over the vote in
Rajya Sabha. But before doing
that, sources confirmed that he
had a word with NCP president
Sharad Pawar over the matter.

Referring to the debate in Lok
Sabha over the Bill, Mumbai
Congress leader Sanjay Nirupam
tweeted, “Itis an eye-opener for
those who are having illusions
that the Shiv Sena after joining
hands with Congress has be-
come secular,” he tweeted.

‘Don’t betray
Constitution,
withdraw

divisive CAB’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

FROM LEADING writers to
artists, historians to former
judges, 625 persons brought to-
gether by the Indian Cultural
Forum have described the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
2019, as “divisive, discriminatory
and unconstitutional”, and de-
manded that the government
withdraw it.

A statement issued by the
Forum stated that the Bill will,
“along with a nationwide NRC,
bring untold suffering to people
across the country”.

"It willdamage, fundamen-
tally and irreparably, the nature
of the Indian republic. This is
why we demand that the gov-
ernment withdraw the Bill. This
is why we demand that the gov-
ernment not betray the
Constitution,” it said.

The signatories of the state-
ment include writers Arundhati
Roy, Amitav Ghosh, Githa
Hariharan and Amit Chaudhuri;
artists T M Krishna and Vivan
Sundaram; filmpersons Aparna
Sen and Anand Patwardhan;
scholars Romila Thapar and
Ramachandra Guha; and others
from a cross-section of society
including Justice (retd) AP Shah
and Wajahat Habibullah.

RJD endorses
Tejashwi as
CM nominee

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER10

THERJD on Tuesday endorsed the
candidature of Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav, currently Leader of
Opposition, as the party’s CM
nominee for 2020 Assembly polls.

The two-day national con-
vention of the RJD —- which con-
cluded on Tuesday —- also hailed
the election of senior leader
Jagdanand Singh as state party
president and re-election of Lalu
Prasad asR]D national president.

Former health minister and
Tejashwi’s elder brother Tej
Pratap Yadav said he was com-
mitted to see his ‘Arjuna’ take the
Bihar crown.

Tejashwi targeted Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar over the Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB). “I will no
longer call him uncle. He is Chief
Minister and I will address him by
his designation... We are surprised
athow he has changed his stance
on the CAB,” he said.

He cautioned party leaders
against Nitish’s possible at-
tempts to “divide RJD”. “I have
heard about JD(U) contacting
some of our leaders. You should
be cautious,” said Tejashwi.

He said that Nitish, unlike his
fatherLalu,had been “unforgiving”.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A DIMMING CONFIDENCE

Plummeting inflows into equity mutual funds signal
investor uncertainty over growth prospects

HE SHARP FALL in inflows into equity mutual funds signals a shift of mood

within the investor community in India. These inflows plummeted to Rs

1,312 crore in November — the lowest levels since June 2016 — according to

latest data from the Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI). That this fall
has taken place despite the Sensex hitting a record high, and foreign investors pumping
around Rs 20,000 crore into the stock market during this period, seems to reinforce the
view that sentiment in India has been badly hit. It suggests that investors are voting with
their feet, and is in line with the findings of the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) consumer con-
fidence survey which reveals that sentiment on the general economic situation and the
employment scenario in the country weakened further in November.

For some time now, there has seemingly been a growing disconnect between the
stockindices and the broader economy. While economic growth has fallen precipitously,
the Sensex has scaled new heights. But a closer look at the market suggests that the rally
was largely driven by a few stocks, reflecting the fact that investors were shifting to high
quality stocks at any price. In fact, while returns in the large cap category have been around
12 per cent over the past year, they were much lower for the small and mid-caps, reflect-
ing the pain in the larger economy. The fall in inflows in November could be indicative of
areassessment by market participants of the growth trajectory. India’s economic growth
has fallen from 8 per cent in the first quarter of 2018-19 to 4.5 per cent in the second quar-
ter of 2019-20. The fall in nominal growth to 6.1 per cent is particularly disconcerting, as
it would mean lower sales and profit growth for companies. With growth prospects likely
toremain uncertain for the foreseeable future, cuts in earnings per share are likely to con-
tinue, further depressing sentiment.

The only silver lining in the data seems to be that inflows, channeled through system-
atic investment plans (SIPs), remained stable, rising marginally to Rs 8,272 crore, up by
Rs 27 crore last month, with the total number of SIP accounts increasing to 2.94 crore.
Yet, if concerns over the country’s growth prospects deepen further, these inflows are
unlikely to hold up. Markets are forward looking. And with the Monetary Policy commit-
tee (MPC) deciding against cutting rates further, they will now be eying the upcoming
Union Budget in February for measures to shore up the economy. The finance minister can-
not afford to ignore the great expectations. A comprehensive reform package is needed
to revive both business and consumer confidence.

HELSINKI’S DIFFERENT

Finland’s new government will not be led by a wilful
man in a hurry to wield absolute power absolutely

HE DREARINESS OF the global political landscape, dominated by ageing, dis-

tinguished gentlemen who are not distinguishably gentle in their ways, is

alleviated by the election of Social Democrat Sanna Marin as prime minis-

ter of Finland. She will head a five-party coalition government in which 12
out of 18 cabinet berths are expected to go to women, leaving little elbow room for men
with long heads and deep purposes. A coalition with a distributed power structure is also
arefreshing reminder to electorates which have become recklessly appreciative of strong
men who command the allegiance of overwhelming majorities that all the people are
not comfortable with absolute power all the time.

Marin is the world’s youngest prime minister at 34, which is five years younger than
New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern, who earned global admiration for her handling of hate
crime. In a depressing contrast, about 1,000 miles from Helsinki, in London, another prime
minister will be elected this week. He will be a man of either 70 or 55 winters, depend-
ing on whether Labour or the Conservatives prevail. Also, Marin is the first person in her
family with a university education. She represents the demographic dividend which is
endlessly talked up, but generally does not get sufficient opportunity, or the education to
dojustice toit. She is also the child of same-sex parents in what she has described as a rain-
bow family. In the world’s biggest democracies, such a candidate would have sunk with-
out a trace, leaving not a political ripple behind. She would have ticked all the wrong
boxes and raised a tsunami of prejudice.

Coalitions in which a single party does not wield near-absolute power are often de-
rided for being unable to just get the job done, since they have to accommodate the pri-
orities of their constituent partners. It is not fully appreciated that a coalition, by dilut-
ing power, also offers built-in checks and balances — one of the fundamental mechanisms
of democracy, which prevents a single party from amplifying majoritarian prejudices.
Also, while it cannot be assumed that power wielded by women is intrinsically less dan-
gerous than power in the hands of men, a government in which women are numeri-
cally superior does harbour the possibilities of new priorities and will perhaps innovate
processes. In a political landscape dominated by wilful men in a hurry;, it offers a glim-
mer of a promising alternative.

NOW YOU SEE RUSSIA

...and now you don’t. But is the WADA ban the
denouement, or a token rap on mittened knuckles?

PORTS’ EQUIVALENTS OF 007s, the righteous athletes from the UK and US,

must’ve celebrated, oh so briefly, the banning of their favourite whipping boys,

the Russians. Such has been the frenzied outrage at the dope taint on the sport-

ing superpower of the erstwhile eastern bloc, that World Anti Doping Agency’s
ruling to purge the 2020 FIFA World Cup and Olympics of Russian presence started a
small hurrah across Twitter. Only for the fine print to collapse the Mexican wave of cheer
before it crossed the Atlantic and it became apparent that the Russians could fetch up
anyway if they could prove they were clean to their federations. Which ought to have
been exactly what happened at all previous Olympic editions, but WADA can’t quite be
sure. That, in a nutshell, means that the Olympics, World Cup and other events might not
have Russia but they certainly will have Russians.

WADA, with the ever generous and hospitable Americans, managed to whisk away a
whistleblower and get the lid off the Russian doping programme five years ago. But the
Russians brazenly tampered readings in computer files, muddying waters. For the sake
of fairness, WADA has allowed the “clean” Russian athletes to compete. So, expect the
glorious Olgas, Marias, Alexeys, Antons, Tatianas, Yulias and Aleksanders to match the
56 medals that athletes from the Country That Must Not Be Named (CTMNBN) won last
time. And don’t be surprised if Vova Putin keeps count of those CTMNBN medals and
chuckles away, cackling about the unfairness of the west with a wink.

Like Babushka dolls, Russia is stuck with the reputation of compulsive doping ever
since the days of Cold War intrigue, and the 2020 ban is considered the denouement,
though it feels like a token rap on mittened knuckles. For the Russians who'’ll be there in
Tokyo, but not quite, it’s slipping into yet another script, this time Roald Dahl channelling
lan Fleming in “You Only Live Twice.”
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WORDLY WISE
THE IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE IS NOT VICTORY BUT
COMBAT; IT IS NOT TO HAVE VANQUISHED BUT TO
HAVE FOUGHT WELL. — PIERRE DE COUBERTIN

Instant injustice

MADAN B LOKUR

THE CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJ1) said in his
speech on Law Day, November 26, 1985 that,
“lam pained to observe that the judicial sys-
tem in the country is almost on the verge of
collapse. These are strong words I am using
but it is with considerable anguish that I say
so. Our judicial system is creaking under the
weight of arrears” (Chief Justice PN Bhagwati).

Can we be brutally frank today and ad-
mit that the criminal justice system (not the
entire judicial system) has collapsed, or is it
still on the precipice?

“Fair is foul and foul is fair: Hover
through the fog and filthy air,” said one of
the witches in Macbeth. In the celebrations
and furore following the recent encounter
in Telangana, the Uttar Pradesh police an-
nounced that in the last two years they have
killed 103 criminals (extra-judicially per-
haps) and injured 1,859 in 5,178 engage-
ments. Over this period, instead of remain-
ing on bail, as many as 17,745 criminals have
voluntarily had their bail cancelled or have
surrendered, apparently fearing death inan
engagement, echoing the words of a former
CJI suggesting to an accused that he would
be safer in jail.

What do encounters achieve other than
the death of fellow humans masquerading
as instant justice? The report of Justice V K
Agarwal on the Sarkeguda massacre of June
2012 in Chhattisgarh is a shocking example
of innocents being slaughtered on an extra-
judicial assessment of guilt for a crime not
even committed. The trigger-happy person-
nel of the security forces may be prosecuted
but will they ever be punished? It’s unlikely
because of the time lag. How about the death
of 103 criminals in Uttar Pradesh? Will we
ever know the truth about these extra-judi-
cial killings? Again, it’s unlikely, though for
different reasons.

While these examples seem to raise

JANAKI NAIR

THEREIS AN awe-inspiring incandescence to
the JNU students’ struggle which has lit up
many institutions in India and elsewhere,and
shows no sign of abating immediately. At a
time of rapidly waning visionary futures, what
does this fierce glow promise us? How is the
steadfastness of this student body — consist-
ing of many in their first semester — to be un-
derstood, especially their commitment to
something larger and greater than them-
selves, of which they themselves may have
only a tenuous grasp?

The Indian public university has been a
politicised space from its very founding, It
both produced and challenged the obvious
inequities of colonial rule. In the early 20th
century, it began to be recognised as a space
for the redressal of caste inequalities — as in
measures that were pioneered, for example,
by the Mysore State in 1918. From the 1920s
at least, it became an important site of na-
tionalist and revolutionary agitation. Bengal
in the late 1960s and the Sampoorna Kranti
movements of Bihar in the 1970s took anti-
government, anti-state student mobilisation
to a new height. Despite the raging anti-
reservation stirs of 1990 and 2006, the uni-
versity, today, is the site of hard won state-
mandated equality.

The student movements of the pre-
Independence period were largely subordi-
nated to the agendas of larger nationalist or
communist parties, and were not necessar-
ily engaged in intergenerational conflicts.
Since Independence, there has been far
greater engagement with university-related
issues — hostels, fellowships, deprivation
points, reservations, grading systems, fee
hikes, and sometimes, though perhaps too
rarely, course content.

Encounters, like the one in Telangana, call attention toa

criminal justice system in need of urgent reform

These examples seem to
raise questions of instant
justice, they actually raise
questions of injustice. We
need to recognise this
dividing line and must also
not forget that our society is
governed by the rule of law
and a progressive
Constitution where
everyone is presumed
innocent (not isinnocent)
until proven guilty through a
fair trial. This was the basis
of Ajmal Kasab’s trial, who
could also have been
despatched in an encounter
without any furore and
amidst celebrations, but our
Constitution did not allow
that to happen.

questions of instant justice, they actually
raise questions of instant injustice. We need
to recognise this dividing line and must also
not forget that our society is governed by the
rule of law and a progressive Constitution
where everyone is presumed innocent (not
isinnocent) until proven guilty through a fair
trial. This was the basis of Ajmal Kasab’s trial,
who could also have been despatched in an
encounter without any furore and amidst
celebrations, but our Constitution did not al-
low that to happen.

What has changed since then and how
can we resuscitate or resurrect our criminal
justice system? First, let us appreciate the
problem. As per the National Judicial Data
Grid, more than 20 lakh criminal cases are
pending for more than 10 years in the dis-
trict courts and high courts. The report of the
National Crime Records Bureau (2017) in-
forms us that 1.27 lakh cases of rape are
pending in the courts at various stages, with
1,840 of them pending for more than 10
years. The NCRB says that more than 30,000
cases of rape were registered in that year. In
other words, arape was committed every 15
minutes in 2017, almost unnoticed.
Assuming no dramatic improvement, when
will the more than 90 women statistically
and tragically likely to be raped today see jus-
tice? Justice delayed is not only justice de-
nied but injustice perpetuated.

They say that prevention is better than
cure. If so, what have the state governments
done to prevent (to the extent possible)
crimes against women? Over the last five
years, utilisation of amounts released by the
Ministry of Home Affairs for the Nirbhaya
fund projects is only to the extent of 9 per
cent and in Maharashtra, it is O per cent.
Similarly, funds released by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development have been
utilised only to the extent of 20 per cent and

in Madhya Pradesh, it is O per cent. Thereby
hangs a tale for women’s safety.

If the law is an ass, the legislature must
change it to make it more effective —
widening definitions and making punish-
ments more stringent are not the answer —
procedural changes are required.
Infrastructure for the courts? In 2012, the
then CJI was deeply concerned about the
non-availability of infrastructure for the
courts and had expressed his unhappiness
at the slow progress. He eventually gave up
and his concerns have been tragically for-
gotten. Filling up of vacancies of judges in
the courts? Who will address it — the judges
or the executive — and when?

The problems are many, but so are the
solutions. All stakeholders must keep their
eyes wide open, identify all the problems
and demonstrate a will to resolve the issues,
both for women and children and the courts.
Reliance on anecdotal or experiential evi-
dence for ad hoc solutions is passé. What is
essential (for cases of rape, forexample)isa
study of each pending case as also a study
of the requirements of each court before any
realistic solution is proffered. While this task
will require an enormous effort, it needs to
be carried out as a mission mode projectin
public interest.

Is the judiciary up to such a scrutiny? The
National Judicial Academy demonstrated in
aregional conference in Delhi that delays are
endemic and go to such an extent that in a
criminal case, the trial court granted a stag-
gering 94 adjournments! We need to set the
alarm clock to wake us up now and cancel
the snooze button, otherwise we will con-
tinue to witness the sufferings of women fol-
lowed by examples of instant injustice.

The writer retired as a justice of
the Supreme Court of India

GLOW IN THE GATHERING GLOOM

JNU protests uphold public morality at a time when it’s being undermined

Oflate, there have been anti
fee-hike agitations in
institutions ranging from
II'T Mumbai in 2017 to the
Uttarakhand Ayurvedic
University in October 2019.
That they have not attained
the high visibility of the JNU
agitation is not so much
because they were any less
heroic, but because JNU
enjoys hyper-visibility for
simultaneously being the
site of excellence — at least
for the last 45 years —and
exemplary inclusion.

The historic strike at the FTIl in 2015 inau-
gurated a new phase of student movements —
the students rose in defence of an idea of the
institution and its unique place in Indian film
history. FTII's reputation was brazenly under-
mined by the appointment of Gajendra Singh
Chauhan as chairman and four others to the
institution’s council. Many of its illustrious
alumni also then believed that such appoint-
ments only undid the professional heights
that this institution had reached. By January
2016, Hyderabad Central University exploded
in anger over the tragic suicide of Rohith
Vemula, and protests broke out throughout
the country in support of another view of the
public university, its achievements and also
its injustices. The JNU events of 2016 saw yet
another shift of gear: While students were up-
holding their right to question the state, and its
actions, much like the Sampoorna Kranti ag-
itations of the 1970s, the institution was
quickly daubed a different colour and dissent
was declared unpatriotic. Since then, we have
witnessed something like a war, between the
idea of the university as a precious “gift of an
interval”, to cite Michael Oakeshott's memo-
rable words, and the university as a cathedral,
where unquestioning, militarised worship of
the ethnicised nation has taken root.

At the same time, the JNU events begin-
ning in February 2016 provided a fortuitous
escape for a ruling party on the edge of a
precipice: It temporarily masked the work-
ings of an unruly market economy logic that
had seized hold of higher education. That logic
had already intervened and reconstructed in-
stitutions of higher learning to produce aca-
demic credentialling on an unmatched scale
— the capitation fee phenomenon, for exam-
ple. That was the more benign form; the per-

nicious formreached its epitome in the indus-
trial-scale cheating that was pioneered in
Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP held office,
and goes by the name of the Vyapam scam.

Of late, there have been anti fee-hike agi-
tations in institutions ranging from IIT
Mumbai in 2017 to the Uttarakhand
Ayurvedic University in October 2019. That
they have not attained the high visibility of the
JNU agitation is not so much because they
were any less heroic, but because JNU enjoys
hyper-visibility for simultaneously being the
site of excellence — at least for the last 45 years
—and exemplary inclusion. The frontal attack
on both of these cherished values will make
way not just for a market logic to triumph in
what may be a last bastion, but to reassert
privileges — of caste, ethnicity and gender —
that had been painstakingly dismantled. The
EWS quota has already paved the way.

Is the determined student struggle at JNU
looking back with nostalgia at a public univer-
sity that was, or heralding the public univer-
sity’s new future? When the prospects of
steady, well paid, or dignified work are so
bleak, and when even those with academic
credentials no longer harvest the same “re-
turns” that might have been true even a
decade ago, what can motivate the students
to take such an unwearied stand? To make any
hackneyed point about the dreams and revo-
lutionary ardour of youth would be to dishon-
our the movement. What the JNU students
have upheld is a reminder of the importance
of public morality, at a time when it has been
degraded beyond recognition in our repub-
lic’s life. That is the precious glow we perceive
in this gathering gloom.

The writer teaches history at JNU

DECEMBER 11, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM POLLS DELAYED
THE ELECTION TO the Lok Sabha from 10 of
the 14 constituencies in Assam stands post-
poned indefinitely, according to official
sources. Reports received by the chief elec-
tion commissioner from Assam’s chief elec-
toral officer indicate that no nomination pa-
pers could be filed for any of the 10
constituencies in the Brahmaputra valley.
The state has been in the grip of tension fol-
lowing agitation by students and other or-
ganisations demanding postponement of
the Lok Sabha poll till the names of illegal im-
migrants from across the border are elimi-
nated from the electoral rolls. The agitators
have successfully prevented filing of nomina-
tion papers in 10 constituencies.

IAEA CONFERENCE

THE WEEK-LONG 23rd general conference
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) concluded in Delhi without resolving
some of the important issues raised by the
third-world countries. The issues which have
been shelved till the next general conference
include the resolution of the “Group of 77”
third-world countries submitted to the
IAEA’s board of governors regarding the im-
balances in the agency’s technical assistance
programme vis-a-vis the safeguard imple-
mentation and their demand for proportion-
ate representation on the board of governors.
The Group of 77 countries had also suggested
in their resolution that, instead of being
largely dependent on doles from rich coun-

tries, the technical assistance financing
should be all from the IAEA’s regular budget
like the provision made for safeguards im-
plementation and which the agency will be
spending about $19 million in 1980.

NOBEL FOR MOTHER
MOTHER TERESA OF Calcutta’s Catholic
Missionaries of Charity order received her
$1,92,000 Nobel Peace Prize for 1979. She said
she considered herself an unworthy winner,
butaccepted the prize cheque, the Nobel gold
medal and diploma on behalf of the world’s
poorest of the poor. The 69-year-old nunis the
first Indian citizen and first Yugoslavia-born
peace prize laureate, accepted the prize from
the committee Chairman.
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This land is mine

But can India refuse to own me? If Parliament passes the Citizenship Amendment Bill, India’s

HARSH MANDER

DESPITE BEING UNDER constant siege, the
edifice of India’s Constitution has endured so
far. The onslaught has intensified since the
expanded mandate to the Narendra Modi
government in May.

However, if Parliament passes the
Citizenship Amendment Bill, India’s consti-
tutional structure will cave in. Make no mis-
take. The Constitution will not need to be
rewritten. But, its soul will be annihilated. A
new nation will emerge from its rubble —
wrathful, muscular, majoritarian, and inhos-
pitable to its minorities.

This Bill weighs upon tangled contesta-
tions of belonging and rights. Who belongs to
India, and on what terms? And indeed, who
does India belong to? A young Bengali-ori-
gin Assamese poet Kazi Neel lamented, “This
land is mine. But [ am not of this land”. He
loves India, but India refuses to own him.

Citizenship ultimately is the right to have
rights. Who in this country should have rights,
and from whom should these be withheld?

The answer to these fraught questions
were settled within the humanist and inclu-
sive framework of the Indian Constitution. Its
iridescent central premise was that religious
faith has no bearing on eligibility for Indian cit-
izenship. India belongs equally to its Muslim,
Christian and Parsi residents,as much as toits
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains.

Questions of belonging — and religion as
politics — have torn India apart. The Muslim
League regarded religion as the key to citi-
zenship; therefore, India was not one but
two nations — Hindu India and Muslim
Pakistan. V D Savarkar concurred. India’s
Constituent Assembly steadfastly rejected
this idea that India belonged only to its
Hindu majority. Jawaharlal Nehru declared,
“We accept as Indian anyone who calls him-
self a citizen of India”.

By introducing the Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB), the BJP-led govern-
ment has deliberately reopened old wounds,
reviving old fears, anxieties and hatred of
Partition. This Bill, in effect, endorses the two-
nation theory by creating a hierarchy of citi-
zenship based on religious faith, excluding
Muslims from this hierarchy.

The moral fig leaf offered is that this in-
tends to provide refuge to people suffering
religious persecution in neighbouring coun-
tries, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Ifreligious persecution was truly to become
the yardstick for eligibility for Indian citizen-
ship, then few neighbours are more tor-
mented than the Ahmadiyas in Pakistan
who face even death for worshiping in a
mosque, the Rohingyas battling genocide in
Myanmar, and the Uighurs held in intern-
ment camps in China.

Until 1987, to be eligible for Indian citi-
zenship, it was sufficient for a person to be
born in India. Then, spurred by the populist
movements alleging massive illegal migra-
tions from Bangladesh, citizenship laws were
firstamended to additionally require that at
least one parent should be Indian. In 2004,
the law was further amended to prescribe
that not just one parent be Indian; but the

RAM MADHAV

FIRST THINGS FIRST. The Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB)is not about excluding
anybody; itis about including some. Itis an ef-
fort to grant citizenship to those minorities
from erstwhile Pakistan — that now includes
Pakistan and Bangladesh — and Afghanistan,
who have come to India seeking refuge from
religious persecution or the fear of it. The first
time such refugees were included was imme-
diately after Partition in the first census, which
was also regarded as the National Register of
Citizens.

Let’s remember that every time such
refugees come to India and claim citizenship,
the government has been issuing citizenship
to them after the due process. There are a
number of instances of religious minorities
from these three countries coming over to
India on religious visas and deciding to stay
backbecause of the dangerous situations that
existed back home. They include Sikhs from
Afghanistan, Sindhis and SCs from Pakistan
and Bengalis and tribals from Bangladesh.
What the government intends to do through
the proposed CAB is simplify the process of
granting of citizenship to these minorities.
Earlier, there was a 12-year wait under the reg-
ular citizenship laws. The new Bill reduces that
period to five years. A minority citizen from
these three countries, who turns to India seek-
ing citizenship, will become eligible for the
same provided he or she has entered India be-
fore December 31,2014 and has lived here for
atleast five years.

constitutional structure, as we know it, will lose its soul

other should not be an illegal immigrant.

The unease of the BJP-led governments
of India and Assam with the NRC is that a
much larger number of Bengali-origin
Hindus have been excluded from it than
Muslims. If they are judged as illegal immi-
grants, not just they, but their offsprings
would become illegal because of the 2004
amendment. The CAB alone can rescue the
BJP from this political conundrum. It will treat
Bengali Hindus as refugees, and only the
Bengali-origin Muslims and all their later
generations would become illegal, even if
they were born in India and know no other
country as their home.

Treating Bengali-origin Hindus, excluded
from the Assam NRC, as persecuted refugees
from Bangladesh, however, will require mul-
tiple extraordinary leaps of official faith. Not
one of these persons would have claimed in
any official forum — the NRC offices,
Foreigners’ Tribunals or police stations — that
they areillegal Bangladeshi immigrants. They
would have strenuously tried to establish ex-
actly the opposite. But after the CAB, to secure
Indian citizenship, they would have to claim
to be foreigners to become eligible for Indian
citizenship. There will also be questions of ev-
idence. How will they prove that they were
citizens of neighbouring countries and that
they were persecuted? The truth is that most
had not crossed any border, but were unable
to produce documents which satisfied offi-
cials that they were Indian citizens.

The CAB is the harbinger of a national
NRC. By passing the CAB, effectively, the
government is clearly messaging that if peo-
ple of any identity except Muslims are un-
able to produce the required documents,
they will be accepted as refugees and given
citizenship. This means that the real burden
to prove that they are Indian citizens of the
national NRC after CAB is only thrust on
Muslims, because only they will risk state-
lessness. Most Indians would find it impos-
sible to muster the required documents to

Unfortunately, the debate on the Bill has
been distorted by the Opposition, citing erro-
neous arguments like the violation of Article
14 and the principle of secularism. Granting
citizenship to sections of the population is a
regular process. During the liberation war of
Bangladesh, lakhs of Hindus and other minori-
ties had poured into India. This migration was
no smaller than at the time of Partition. Ama-
jority of them had come to states like Bengal,
Assam and Tripura. Camps were created for
such migrants and special efforts were made
to provide citizenship to them by the govern-
ment at the time. There are a good number of
such Bangladeshi immigrants in these three
states who had secured citizenship docu-
ments at that time. Nobody called it a viola-
tion of Article 14. Similar facilities were ex-
tended to persecuted Indians from Uganda
during Idi Amin’s rule and then, too, nobody
had demanded that in order to be secular we
should extend citizenship to Ugandans.

Home Minister Amit Shah’s invoking of
Partition has an important historical bearing
ontheissue. We can’t shut our eyes to the fact
that India was partitioned on religious lines
and large-scale communal violence erupted
as a result. Between 1947 and 1950, millions
crossed over to either side. They all became
citizens of the respective countries.

But then, it came to the knowledge of the
authorities that even after 1950, the migra-
tion was continuing into the Northeast for rea-
sons that were not necessarily Partition-re-

The CAB is the harbinger of
a national NRC. By passing
the CAB, effectively, the
government is clearly
messaging that if people of
any identity except Muslims
are unable to produce the
required documents, they
will be accepted as refugees
and given citizenship. This
means that the real burden
to prove that they are Indian
citizens of the national
NRC after CAB is only
thrust on Muslims, because
only they will risk
statelessness.

A law that includes

Citizenship Bill continues long tradition of welcoming persecuted minorities

lated. It was then that the Jawaharlal Nehru
government promulgated The Immigrants
(Expulsion from Assam) Act, 1950. The Act
stated that the government would deport
those immigrants who had entered Assamil-
legally and whose presence was considered
detrimental to the interests of Assam and
India. When the question of minorities was
brought to Nehru'’s attention, he exempted all
of them from the 1950 Act. The relevant por-
tion of the 1950 Act states: “Provided that
nothing in this section shall apply to any per-
son who on account of civil disturbances or
the fear of such disturbances in any area now
forming part of Pakistan has been displaced
from or has left his place of residence in such
area and who has been subsequently residing
in Assam.”Nehru was categorical that the Act
wouldn’t apply to minority immigrants like
Hindus, Buddhists, Christians and Sikhs.

The proposed Bill is a continuation of
that unfinished agenda. It has become nec-
essary that the issue of the illegal immi-
grants be addressed in one go, as their num-
bers have swelled to millions in the last
several decades. This Bill will come as a big
boon to all those hapless people who have
been the victims of Partition and the subse-
quent conversion of the three countries into
theocratic Islamic republics.

Arguing that the Bill is anti-secular is spe-
cious. After Independence, not once but twice,
we conceded that the minorities in our neigh-
bourhood were our responsibility. First, im-

CR Sasikumar

prove their citizenship, but only document-
less Muslims will face the prospect of de-
tention centres, or being stripped of all cit-
izenship rights.

And then, since this imagination of citi-
zenship is all vested in documents, which
documents will prove my religion? At pres-
ent, it is only one’s own declaration during
the decadal census which is the official evi-
dence of one’s religious persuasion. I can be
born into a religion, and can reject it when |
am an adult. [ can be born to parents who
claim noreligion. Butif religion becomes the
principal fulcrum of whether or not oneis a
citizen, then which document will the state
rely upon to decide if am a refugee or should
be thrown into a detention centre?

For a republic built on guarantees of
equality and non-discrimination on the ba-
sis of religion, creating a class of potentially
stateless persons exclusively because of their
religious identity would mark decisively the
demise of India as a secular republic. The re-
sponsibility for this catastrophic collapse of
the edifice of our constitution would be
shared by a political opposition emptied out
of its moral and political convictions.

The CAB-NRC poses the gravest threat to
India’s secular democratic constitution since
India became a republic, and must be fought
with a nation-wide civil disobedience move-
ment. The contours of this struggle need to
be worked out by We the People.

But, I have decided on my form of civil dis-
obedience. If the CAB is passed, I will, in soli-
darity with those whose citizenship alone
will be contested, first declare myself to be
Muslim. When the national NRCis organised,
[ will boycott it, and refuse to produce any
documents. I will then demand thatIbe given
the same punishment to which my undocu-
mented Muslim sisters and brothers will be
subjected, be it detention or the extinguish-
ing of my citizenship rights.

Mander is a human rights worker and writer

mediately after Partition and again during the
Indira-Mujib Pact in 1972 when India had
agreed to absorb over 1.2 million refugees.Itis
a historical fact that on both the occasions, it
was only the Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and
Christians who had come over to our side. Far
from being anti-secular, Indian citizenship
was acommitment given by our leaders to the
minorities. That is precisely what the
Narendra Modi government is fulfilling now.

India has several other refugees that in-
clude Tamils from Sri Lanka and Hindu
Rohingya from Myanmar. They are not cov-
ered under this Act. Similarly, the Nepalese
and others from neighbouring countries are
guided either by bilateral agreements or the
citizenship laws of our country.

Concerns of some sections in the
Northeast have also been adequately ad-
dressed by excluding Schedule VI areas and
the Inner Line Permit-restricted areas from
the purview of the Bill. The CABis a law appli-
cable to the entire country. The government
will make sure that no state shall face any ad-
verse impact on its demography, culture, lan-
guage and customs.

Inits two millennia-long history, India has
always welcomed persecuted minorities, like
the Parsis, Jews and others, from wherever
they came. The CAB is a continuation of that
national tradition.

The writer is national general secretary, BJP
and director, India Foundation
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“America might be in a hurry to get out of Afghanistan, but a final settlement
needs to be hammered out between the Taliban, the Kabul government as well
as other Afghan political players, and should not be imposed by external
powers.” — DAWN

Betrayal of
the republic

Religious basis of citizenship would be a negation
of secularism, liberalism, equality and justice

NRC, which brought Assam to a standstill for
five years. BJP leader Himanta Biswa Sarma
hasrejected the final NRCand wantsit to be
undertaken again with the national NRC. It
seems most of the 1.9 million excluded from
the NRC are non-Muslims. Clearly, the CAB
is nothing but a face-saver for the BJP. But
like the flawed NRC, it too is not going to give
the desired results, either in terms of depor-
tation or denial of citizenship to one partic-
ular community. Moreover, the CABwill put
even non-Muslim citizens under severe
hardship as those who were till now assert-
ing that they are Indian citizens will now
have to prove that they, in fact, came from
these three countries.

The CAB is against five of the BJP’s pri-
mary positions. First, the BJP manifesto for
the 2016 Assam assembly election had
promised honouring the Assam Accord in
letter and spirit. Second, it had been advo-
cating that the cut-off date should be July 19,
1948 not March 25, 1971. The new Bill has
brought forward the cut-off date to
December 31, 2014. Third, though the BJP
has been using all kinds of adjectives against
illegal migrants, the CAB deems such illegal
migrants as citizens and abates all proceed-
ings against them under the Foreigners’ Act,
1946. Fourth, the argument that refugees or
illegal migrants are aburden on national re-
sources does not stand any longer. Fifth, the
Statement of Objects & Reasons to the Bill
takes strong exceptionofa ‘particular reli-
gion” being declared as state religion in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Does
that mean the Hindu right no longer wants
to make India a Hindu rashtra?

The CAB is in the teeth of Article 14,
which not only demands reasonable classi-
fication and a rational and just object to be
achieved for any classification to be valid, but
additionally requires every such classifica-
tion to be non-arbitrary. The Bill is an in-
stance of class legislation, as classification
on the ground of religion is not permissible.
Neither is religious persecution the monop-
oly of three countries nor is such persecu-
tion confined to non-Muslims. Religious per-
secution is rampant in China and Myanmar.
Several Muslim groups such as Hazaras in
Afghanistan and Shias in Pakistan too face
persecution. The Supreme Court in
EPRoyappa(1973)observed that “equality is
a dynamic concept with many aspects and
dimensions and it cannot be ‘cribbed, cab-
ined and confined’ within the traditional and
doctrinaire limits. From the positivistic point
of view, equality is antithetic to arbitrariness.
In fact, equality and arbitrariness are sworn
enemies... Where an actis arbitrary, itis im-
plicit thatitis unequal both according to po-
litical logic and constitutional law and is
therefore violative of Article 14’

Finally, if those who support the CAB
think the Billwould be able to take away the
citizenship of billions of Muslims, they are
wrong: The CAB would apply to only
Muslims who have migrated from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Moreover, cit-
izenship once conferred cannot be retro-
spectively revoked.

The Bill is unnecessary. If we care for
refugees, India should sign the Refugee
Convention and make illegal migrants eligi-
ble for citizenship.

FA1ZAN M USTAFA

THE YEAR WAS 2013. I was travelling in
China, whena taxi driver there posed a ques-
tion to me: Why are there so few Buddhists
in India? The fact is we did persecute
Buddhists in India. Religious persecution has
always been there and all religions are guilty
of it. The Narendra Modi government is,
therefore, right in recognising religious per-
secution. But the solution it presents to the
problem is not only unconstitutional but
dangerous. It will surely damage India’s
standing in the comity of nations.

The Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB)
is more in tune with the Israeli law of retn
that treats Israel as the natural home of all
Jews. Ideally, we should say anyone perse-
cuted anywhere in the world, on the ground
of religion or political opinion, would be wel-
come in India.

Shared identity is at the core of citizen-
ship. The framers of our Constitution and
those who enacted the Citizenship Act in
1955 believed in citizenship as a unifying
idea. Today; citizenship is being used to di-
vide people and treat people of certain reli-
gious persuasion as inferior. The majoritar-
ian politicsis divisive as it distinguishes Indic
faiths from those that originated outside
India and says the latter cannot have any sa-
cred places of worship in India. Now,
through the CAB, we are creating divisions
between Abrahamic religions by including
Christians in the Bill but excluding Jews and
Muslims. The Bill also ignores atheists.

Articles 5 to 11 of the Constitution give
details of various categories of persons who
are entitled to citizenship. Article 11 em-
powers Parliament to regulate citizenship
and the Citizenship Act was passed in 1955.
This does not mean that Parliament,
through an ordinary law, can destroy the
fundamental values or the basic structure
of the Constitution. The religious basis of
citizenship would be a negation not only of
secularism but also of liberalism, equality
and justice. Interestingly, neither the
Constitution nor the Citizenship Act define
the term “citizen”.

The citizenship law was amended in
1986 due to the Assam Accord and in 2003,
because of the BJP’s opposition to illegal
migrants. Unlike the original Citizenship
Act that gave citizenship on the principle
of jus soli (everyone born in India), the 1986
amendment was less inclusive as it added
the condition thatin addition to one’s own
birth in India, one can get citizenship only
if either of the applicant’s parents hap-
pened to be an Indian citizen at the time of
birth. The 2003 amendment by the
Vajpayee government made the law even
more stringent. Now, the law requires that
in addition to the fact of birth, either both
the parents should be Indian citizens or one
parent has to be an Indian citizen and the
other not an illegal migrant.

The Assam NRC has busted the narrative
of several million Bangladeshisillegally stay-

The writer is vice chancellor, NALSAR
University of Law, Hyderabad.

ing inIndia. Rs 1,600 crore was spent on the Views are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
APATHETIC BODIES
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Put out
the fire’ (IE, December 10). It was sad to LETTER OF THE
see theill-fated building turning into a WEEK AWARD

gas chamber and hapless workers
choked to death. The key cause of such
unregulated and unregistered units
flourishing under the nose of the au-
thorities are their economic viability.
Setting up a unit in commercial areas
means high rents and the onerous task
of securing NoCs from venal agencies.
In a country where 22 per cent of peo-

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be

ple are below the poverty line and : e-mailedto
many face hunger daily, people perish- editpage@expressindia.com
’ or sent to The Indian

ing in such devastating fires does not

move the apathetic authorities and the

indigent worker’s fate is fixed.
Deepak Singhal, Chennai

Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

THANKS AMBEDKAR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Ambedkar
and I’ (IE, December 10). Like the
writer’s, my parents changed my sur-
name to hide my Dalit identity. They
were trying to shield me from the dis-
crimination they suffered. For many
years, I struggled with my identity but
Babasaheb helped me understand my
roots. His life and books educated me
about his legacy and filled me with
positive attitude about my caste.
Anshul Choudhary, Agra

SuU KYI'S SURPRISE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Moment
of reckoning’ (IE, December 10). When

Aung San Suu Kyi announced that she
would personally defend Myanmar
against accusations of genocide at the
International Court of Justice (IC]) in
The Hague this week, it came as an
enormous shock. Myanmar has stead-
fastly ignored UN reports alleging that
since 2017, its army has raped, mur-
dered and tortured the Rohingya, driv-
ing more than 7,40,000 to flee to
neighbouring Bangladesh. Technically,
Suu Kyi, the de facto leader of
Myanmar, is going in her capacity as
foreign minister. But the world will re-
call her as the heroine who won the
Nobel peace prize in 1991 in recogni-
tion of her dogged resistance to a
military junta.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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TELLING NUMBERS

Rising trend in number of MPs,
MLAs and candidates who face
cases of crime against women
DECLARED CASES OF CRIME AGAINST WOMEN

LOK SABHA CANDIDATES LOK SABHA MPs
150
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BETWEEN 2009 and 2019, there has  MPs, MLAs FACING CASES OF
beenanincreaseof 231%inthenumber CRIME AGAINST WOMEN
of candidates with declared cases of
crime against women contesting Lok~ Others BJP
Sabha elections. The number elected ~ 27% 28%
as MPs has increased 9 times, accord- TMC
ing to an analysis by the Association for 79% TOTAL
Democratic Reforms (ADR) and the ? 76
National Election Watch.

For current MPs and MLAs, the BJD Coneress
ADR analysed 4,822 election affidavits 3% g517
(759 MPs and 4,063 MLAs) out of a to- ° °
tal of 4,896 (776 MPs and 4,120 MLAs). YSRCP 9%

It found that 76 .MPs/IVI_LAs had de- MP, MLA CANDIDATES FACING
clared cases of crime against women. CASES OF SUCH OFFENCES
Of these, 18 are MPs and 58 are MLAs.
Among candidatesin MLA,LokSabha  QOthers Independent
and Rajya Sabha elections in the last  46% 28%
five years, 572 were found to have de-
clared such cases; none of them has
been convicted. Among them, 410 TOTAL

: . R 572
were given tickets by recognised polit-  ggp
ical parties while the remaining 162 7% BJP
were independent candidates. 11%

The BJP has 21 MPs/MLAs with
cases relating to crimes against Congress 8%

women, at 21, the ADR said. The BJPis
followed by the Congress at 16, YSRCP
at 7,BJD at 6 and Trinamool Congress
at 5. In terms of candidates who de-
clared such cases, the BJP fielded 66,
followed by the Congress at 46, BSP at
40, CPI(M) at 15, and Shiv Sena and
Samajwadi Party at 13 each.

The highest number of MPs/MLAs
with declared cases of crime against
women are in West Bengal (16), fol-
lowed by Odisha and Maharashtra(12
each), Andhra Pradesh (8), Telangana
(5) and Madhya Pradesh (3). Among
candidates in the last five years, 84 fac-
ing such cases were fielded from
Maharashtra, followed by Bihar (75),
West Bengal (69), Uttar Pradesh (61),
Odisha (52), AndhraPradesh (33)and
Karnataka (26).

In accounting for crime against
women, the ADR counted cases of acid
attack (IPC Sections 326A & 326B; rape
(Sections 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C,
376D & 376E); outraging the modesty
of a woman (Section 354); sexual ha-
rassment (Section 354A); assault on
women with intent to disrobeawoman
(Section 354B); voyeurism (Section
354C); and stalking (Section 354D).

In the last five years, recognised
political parties have given tickets to
41 candidates with declared cases of
rape against them. Out of these, nine
were elected, three of them as MPs
and the other six as MLAs. In addition,
14 independent candidates had de-
clared cases of rape against them.

Source for all data: ADR
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ON MONDAY, the United States Commission
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
saidit was “deeply troubled” by the passage
of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill in Lok
Sabha, “given the religion criterion in the
Bill”, and recommended that “if the CAB
passes in both Houses of Parliament, the US
government should consider sanctions
against the Home Minister and other prin-
cipal leadership”.

Who are the USCIRF?

The USCIRFis an advisory or a consulta-
tive body, which advises the US Congress
and the administration on issues pertain-
ing to international religious freedom. On
its website, the USCIRF describes itself as an
independent, bipartisan US federal govern-
ment commission that was created by The
International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA).
“The broad-based coalition that advocated
strongly for IRFA’s enactment sought to el-
evate the fundamental human right of reli-
gious freedom as a central component of
US foreign policy,” the website says.

In practice, the USCIRF has little teeth in
implementation, but acts as a conscience-
keeper for the two branches in the US gov-
ernment — the legislature and the execu-
tive. It often takes maximalist or extreme
positions, and has been used by civil soci-
ety groups to put pressure on US Congress
members and administration officials.

And what is the IRFA?

The International Religious Freedom Act
of 1998 was passed by the 105th US Congress
(1997-99) and signed into law by then
President Bill Clinton on October 27, 1998. It
is a statement of the US’s concern over viola-
tions of religious freedoms overseas.

The full title of the Act reads: “Anact toex-
press United States foreign policy with respect
to, and to strengthen United States advocacy
onbehalf of, individuals persecuted in foreign
countries on account of religion; to author-
ize United States actions in response to vio-
lations of religious freedom in foreign coun-
tries; to establish an Ambassador at Large for
International Religious Freedom within the
Department of State, a Commission on
International Religious Freedom, and a
Special Adviser on International Religious
Freedom within the National Security
Council; and for other purposes.”

What does the USCIRF do?

The USCIRF is mandated by US statute to
“monitor the universal right to freedom of re-
ligion or belief abroad — not in the United
States — using international standards to do
so and makes policy recommendations to the
President, Secretary of State, and Congress”.
“USCIRF Commissioners are appointed by the
President and Congressional leaders of both
political parties. While USCIRF is separate
from the State Department, the Department’s
Ambassador-at-Large for International
Religious Freedom is a non-voting ex officio
Commissioner. A professional, non-partisan
staff supports USCIRF's work,” according to
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The rising threat to Mumbai

A new study projects that in the absence of quick and significant action, Mumbai in 2050 will look much
like what it did in 1700 — with the sea having reclaimed much of the landfill that the city has been built on

MUMBAI'S PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE? MAPS OF THE CITY AND THE SEAIN 1700, 2019 AND 2050 (PROJECTED)

Land above sea level

Land at sea level

Land atrisk

Sea

Map data: Mathur, Anuradha, and Dilip da Cunha, 2009: Soak: Mumbai in an estuary; ‘Climate Central | Land Projected to be below Annual Flood Level in 2050’:
https://coastal.climatecentral.org/; Google Earth 2018, accessed on 18.11.2019. Maps: Sara Anand

NIKHIL ANAND
& CAROLINE TERENS

ON OCTOBER 29, 2019, the journal Nature
published an important paper identifying
the dangers climate change poses specifically
to Mumbai and other coastal cities.

The research, carried by many newspapers
including The Indian Express, indicates that an-
thropogenic climate change will inundate sig-
nificant sections of Mumbai by 2050. Unless
the city takes significant action in the next
three decades, the sea will reclaim much of
the landfill that the city has been built on. As
per this study, Mumbai in 2050 will look a lot
like Mumbai in 1700, unless the city makes
serious efforts to adapt to climate change.

Together with Guangzhou, Jakarta, Miami,
and Manila, Mumbai now regularly appears
on a list of cities endangered by climate
change. As the cyclones battering coastlines
near Mumbai and unseasonal, heavy rains in-
dicate, climate change is not some event in
the distant future. It is present. It is here.

Recent studies, published by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and in Nature by Lu and Flavelle in
October 2019 indicate thatits effects are more
intensive than earlier models predicted.

For example, sea levels are rising signifi-
cantly faster than were previously estimated.
The Special Report on the Ocean and

Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, published
last month by the IPCC, indicates that sealev-
els are significantly higher than were origi-
nally anticipated, and as such will have sig-
nificant impacts on cities like Mumbai.

As city residents are very aware every
monsoon, much of Mumbai is tenuous land
made dry, just a few metres above sea level.
The IPCC report warns Mumbai’s planners
and administrators and states that “in the ab-
sence of adaptation, more intense and fre-
quent extreme sea level events, together
with trends in coastal development will in-
crease expected annual flood damages by 2-
3 orders of magnitude by 2100.”

The report points out, however, that “well-
designed coastal protection” could both “re-
duce expected damages” and “be cost efficient
for urban and densely populated... areas”.

Despite the urgent need for adaptationand
action in a vulnerable city like Mumbai, the
city is ignoring climate adaptation programs
and infrastructures in its development plan-
ning processes. Worse, Mumbai’s ongoing in-
frastructure projects don’t address climate
change, and as such, may significantly worsen
climate risks thatits 19 million residents face.

Take, for example, the ways in which cli-
mate change is treated in Mumbai’s new
Coastal Road project, now stalled by the
Bombay High Court. The project proposes the
construction of a 29.2 km road on the west-
ern coast of Mumbai, that aims to mitigate
“extreme traffic congestion” and “transport
related pollution” in hopes of increasing pro-
ductivity and quality of life for citizens.
(Environmental Impact Assessment Report)

Much of the project is to be built on re-
claimed land, even as project documents ac-
knowledge that reclamation makes the city
vulnerable to flooding. Further, our reading of
the Coastal Road Detailed Project Report and

FAact CHECK, GROUND REALITY

USCIRF, the Commission concerned over CAB: what are its functions?

Protest against CAB by Assamese film personalities in Guwahati. Dasarath Deka

the commission’s website.

The USCIRF's main responsibilities are:

M To issue an annual report by May 1 of
each year, assessing the US government’s im-
plementation of IRFA. It recommends coun-
tries that the Secretary of State should desig-
nate as “Countries of Particular Concern” for
engaging in or tolerating “systematic, ongo-
ing, egregious violations of religious free-
dom”; documents conditions in about 30
countries; reports onsignificant trends; and
makes recommendations for US policy.

B To engage Congress by working with

Congressional offices, advising on legisla-
tion, testifying at hearings, and holding
briefings on religious freedom issues.

B To meet regularly with Executive
Branch officials, including the Departments
of State and Homeland Security, to share in-
formation, highlight situations of concern,
and discuss USCIRF's recommendations for
US policy.

How does USCIRF define “freedom of
religion or belief abroad”?
On its website, the Commission says:

the Environmental Impact Assessment show
that these studies significantly underestimate
sea level rise, a key consideration for design-
ing aroad being built on reclaimed land.

For example, in its assessment of risks
from sea level rise, the project uses data from
the 20th century (the period between 1878
and 1993), which indicates an average sea
level rise of 1.27 mm/year. (See Coastal Road
Detailed Project Report p 47, EIA p 98.)

But the rate of sea level rise has more than
doubled inIndiain just over adecadeinline
with global rates. Research conducted by Dr
A S Unnikrishnan and his team at the
National Institute of Oceanography in Goa
has shown that sea level rise has increased
to 3.2 mmy/year in the period 1993-2012
(Unnikrishnan et. al 2015).

The IPCC projects sea level rise to accel-
erate still further and faster in the coming
years. If infrastructure is being designed for
the future (and not for the past), then it re-
mains unclear why planners do not use cur-
rent and future projections that will more
correctly estimate future climate risk in the
design of urban infrastructure.

As we note flooding in Mumbai, else-
where in Maharashtra, Kerala, and beyond,
we ask, who would be held responsible for
the catastrophes that may unfold in Mumbai
when important climate data are ignored in
the design of new infrastructure projects?
And who will be held responsible for urban
catastrophes that might ensue, when climate
infrastructure and adaptation plans are never
implemented in the city despite all evidence
pointing to the need for urgent interventions?

Mumbai is in the midst of a climate emer-
gency. While it is slow and difficult to per-
ceive in the everyday, this emergency re-
quires city administrators to rethink how
Mumbai may be remade in and with rising

waters. These unprecedented times demand
new imaginaries, designs, plans, and infra-
structures, not the materialisation of failed
ideas of the 20th century.

For instance, award winning landscape
architects and planners Dilip da Cunha and
Anuradha Mathur have shown that sea walls,
river embankments, and reclamation do not
always prevent inundation from intensified
rains and rising seas. They instead magnify
the risks of inundation. Water seeks its own
level. While a wall might prevent inundation
in one part of the city, it would exacerbate
inundation in other parts. Managed wetlands
provide water with a place to go, but are dif-
ficult to create. What might the Municipal
Corporation do to make the city livable
amidst a climate crisis?

Climate change is not just an environmen-
talissue. It is a human issue and an urban is-
sue that will dramatically affect every resi-
dent of Mumbai, particularly its urban poor.
Mumbai’s current priorities are misplaced. It
is currently spending a large part of the city’s
‘rainy day’ corpus to construct a coastal road
that few will use. Wouldn't it be wiser for the
city to instead spend this money on mitigat-
ing the effects of actual rainier days, floods,
and rising seas that already are a new normal
in the city’s climate changed future?

(Anand is Associate Professor of
Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania.
His research focuses on infrastructure,
urbanism and environment. He is the author
of Hydraulic City: Water and the
Infrastructures of Citizenship in Mumbai
(2017) and The Promise of Infrastructure
(2018). Heis currently researching climate
change, the sea, and the city. Terensisa
Research Assistant in the Department of
Anthropology, specializing in Urban Studies)

“Religious freedom is an important human
right recognized in international law and
treaties... The freedom of religion or belief
is an expansive right that includes the free-
doms of thought and conscience, and is in-
tertwined with the freedoms of expression,
association, and assembly. The promotion
of this freedom is a necessary component
of US foreign policy.”

In its statement issued to “raise serious
concerns and eye sanctions recommenda-
tions” in the aftermath of the passage of the
CAB in Lok Sabha, the USCIRF said the Bill
“enshrines a pathway to citizenship for im-
migrants that specifically excludes Muslims,
setting a legal criterion for citizenship based
onreligion”. The CAB, it said, “is a dangerous
turn in the wrong direction; it runs counter
toIndia’s rich history of secular pluralismand
the Indian Constitution, which guarantees
equality before the law regardless of faith. In
conjunction with the ongoing National
Register of Citizens (NRC) process in Assam
and nationwide NRC that the Home Minister
seeks to propose, USCIRF fears that the Indian
government is creating a religious test for
Indian citizenship that would strip citizen-
ship from millions of Muslims”.

Has USCIRF raised issues relating to
India in the past?

In August this year, USCIRF had issued a
statement against the NRC in Assam and
said that it creates a “negative and poten-
tially dangerous climate for the Muslim
community” in northeastern India. It had
said that the updated NRC could be used to

disenfranchise Muslims in the region and
is part of the government’s ongoing efforts
to introduce a “religious test” specifically
aimed at clearing out Muslims.

In June this year, in response to mob
lynching of Tabrez Ansari in Jharkhand in
India, USCIRF Chair Tony Perkins had con-
demned the incident. “We condemn in the
strongest terms this brutal murder, in which
the perpetrators reportedly forced Ansari to
say Hindu chants as they beat him for hours.
Ansari later died from the injuries he suf-
fered due to this horrific attack. We call on
the Indian government to take concrete ac-
tions that will prevent this kind of violence
and intimidation by a thorough investiga-
tion of Ansari’'s murder as well as the local
police’s handling of the case. Lack of ac-
countability will only encourage those who
believe they can target religious minorities
with impunity,” the USCIRF chair had said.

In July 2008, it had urged the US State
Department to deny a tourist visa to then
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi, who
had been invited to attend a conference in
New Jersey. It had said that “Modi was pre-
viously denied entrance to the United States
due to his role in riots that overtook the
Indian state of Gujarat from February to May
2002 in which reportedly as many as 2,000
Muslims were killed, thousands raped, and
over 200,000displaced. Numerous reports,
including reports of official bodies of the
Government of India, have documented the
role of Modi’s state governmentin the plan-
ning and execution of the violence, and the
failure to hold perpetrators accountable”.
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NORTH
Teacher blackens faces of

students, parades them

Chandigarh: Ateacheratapri-
vate school inHaryana's Hisar
allegedly blackened the faces
of six Class IV students and pa-
raded them in classrooms, re-
portedly for scoring poorly in
an English test. The incident
that took place on Friday came
to light after one of the stu-
dents, whoisaDalit, informed
her parents. Her parents told

reporters that the family
members went to the school
to lodge a complaint, but the
authorities failed to take action
against the staff responsible. A
complaint was then lodged
with the police. A case under
the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Actand
the SC/ST Act was registered
against four persons.  ENS

College students display the mobile app ‘Kavalan SOS’
(Police SOS) installed on their phones during its launch
by Chennai Police on Tuesday. P11

EAST

RTlactivist shotdeadin
Odisha, probe on

Bhubaneswar: An RTI activist
based in Odisha's Kandhamal
district was shot dead
Tuesday by two men on a
bike, police said. Abhimanyu
Panda was known for filing
queries on activities of the
Forest Department and road
construction projects in the
district. According tolocal res-
idents, Panda was shot at
around 7 am. He was rushed

to the local Community
Health Centre, where he was
declared brought dead.
Baliguda Inspector in-charge
Prasanth Behera said the po-
lice did not have leads on the
case, nor any information
about the shooters. He said
Panda received death threats
about a year ago, but no for-
mal complaints had been reg-
isterd with police. ENS

WEST
Narcotics case: Sanjiv Bhatt

moves HC seeking regular bail

Ahmedabad: Former IPS offi-
cer Sanjiv Bhatt moved the
Gujarat High Court, seeking
regular bail in a 1996 case
where he is accused of fram-
ing a lawyer in a narcotics
case. Bhatt was arrested in
September 2018 after the HC
directed the CID to probe the
case, in which Sumer Singh
Rajpurohit was booked for al-
legedly keeping 1.5 kg opium

in 1996.Rajpurohit had fileda
case against Bhatt, the then
Banaskantha SP. Bhatt contin-
ues to be in judicial custody;,
lodged ata Palanpur jail inre-
lation with his convictionof a
1990 case of custodial torture,
and is serving his sentence of
life imprisonment. The HCin
October, had rejected his plea
seeking the suspension of his
sentence. ENS

SOUTH
Pleain HC seeks ramps

across Tamil Nadu beaches

Chennai: The Madras High
Court has issued a notice to
authorities on a plea seeking
improvement of ramp facili-
ties at Chennai's Marina
Beach besides a provision of
such facilities across beaches
in Tamil Nadu. The court is-
sued notice to the Greater
Chennai Corporation com-
missioner, Social Welfare
Department secretary and

PWD secretary, seeking their
response within a week. The
petitioner said he came to
know that the ramp laid at
Marina Beach on December 3,
observed as International Day
of Disabled Persons, was tobe
dismantled by the second
week of December. He said he
filed the plea as his represen-
tation to authorities evoked
no response. PTI

UP constable booked
for ‘sodomising’ teen
on police campus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER 10

A POLICE head constable was
booked for allegedly sodomising
a 14-year-old boy in his room on
the premises of the police station
he was posted at in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kasganj on December
6. The boy’s father was detained
at the police station on a com-
plaint alleging illegal construction
and the boy had gone to meet his
father. The suspectis absconding.

The case was lodged Monday
after the boy’s family ap-
proached the Kasganj SP Ghule
Sushil Chandrabhan. The SP also
suspended the head constable
the same day.

“Medical examination of the
boy was done and the report said

no injury was found on the body.
His statement was recorded be-
fore the magistrate,” said
Additional Superintendent of
Police, Kasganj, Pavitra Mohan
Tripathi.

As per the father’s complaint,
the visited the police station on
December 6 to give him lunch.
The head constable, who was at
the police station, asked the boy
to go to his room on the police
station campus on the pretext of
bringing something.

“The complainant alleged
that soon after the boy left, the
head constable followed. He
then overpowered the boy and
sodomised him,” said an officer.
The boy went home and in-
formed his family. “The boy’s fa-
ther was let off later in the day,”
the officer said.

J&K voices not heard,

petitioners tell SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

FORMER IAS officer Shah Faesal
and activist Shehla Rashid on
Monday told the Supreme Court
that the “people of Jammu and
Kashmir either through their leg-
islature or through their voices in
public were not heard” before the
Centre abrogated Article 370 of
the Constitution, granting special
status to the state.

Senior advocate Raju
Ramachandran, representing the
petitioners, told a five-judge
Constitution Bench headed by
Justice N V Ramana that the lan-
guage of Article 370 was clear —
thatany alteration could only have
been at the instance of the people
of the state. He took the Bench,
also comprising Justices S K Kaul,
R Subhash Reddy, B R Gavai and
Surya Kant, through the
Instrument of Accession signed by
Maharaja Hari Singh, by which
J&K ceded to the Indian Union on
October 26, 1947.

For matters outside the
Instrument, concurrence given by

government has to be placed be-
fore the constituent Assembly of
J&K, which means people of the
state will have to approve of the
arrangement, the counsel said.
There is no arrangement for the
Parliament to alter the arrange-
ment, he pointed out.

The question, the counsel said,
was whether the temporary cover
of President’s Rule, which is
restorative and ameliorative in
character, can be used to bring
about irreversible change in a fed-
eral relationship between a state of
the Union and the Union govern-
ment, which includes altering the
identity of a state altogether and
splitting it into a Union Territory.

The move by the Centre was
“unconstitutional and involved
impermissible use of constitu-
tional powers” and it was “exer-
cised by disregarding the wishes
of people of J&K”,Ramachandran
claimed.

The counsel said the preamble
of the J&K Constitution says that
the state is an integral part of the
Indian Union.

“Legislature of J&K does not
possess the constituent power to

alter the relationship between
state and Union, which is vested
only in the constituent Assembly,”
he said. “The sequitur of that is if
the state legislature did not pos-
sess constituent power, then
Parliament exercising the powers
of the state legislature during the
currency of Presidential Rule can-
not have more powers than what
the state legislature had.”

The counsel said that mem-
bers of the Parliament “did not
have time to see Bill” for amend-
ing Article 370. Though it may not
be something which court cango
into, it is “a bearing on the nature
and haste of legislative process,
whether a presumption of consti-
tutionality can lie in such a situa-
tion”, he said.

Attorney General K K
Venugopal, appearing for the
Centre, opposed the contentionin
the written submission submit-
ted by the petitioners — that MPs
were “not shown” the Bill was “in-
correct” as they had stated to the
contrary in their own petition.

The court said it will hear more
on this when it resumes hearing
Wednesday.

A man rides his bicycle on a foggy morning in Srinagar on Tuesday. The Srinagar
international airport has not been functioning for the last five days due to heavy fog in the
region. Over 26 flights operating from the airport have been cancelled every day since
Saturday. This is the second time flights have been cancelled here this winter. Shuaib Masoodi

Jammu sarpanches protest over
non-payment of MGNREGA dues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 10

PROTESTING OVER the delay in
release of payments for the
works done under MGNREGA
for over ayear, nearly 50 elected
sarpanches from the Jammu re-
gion on Tuesday courted arrest
in an attempt to block the busy
Tawi bridge here.

Police detained several
sarpanches and took them to
District Police Lines. They were re-
leased on filing surety bonds.

The demands of the protest-
ing sarpanches included clear-
ance of liabilities worth Rs 1,000
crore for the works got done by
PDP-BJP government of the erst-
while state of J&K under MGN-
REGA, adequate security cover to
elected panchayat members and

Kerala man, girlfriend
held for wife’s murder

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER10

WHEN THE Kerala Police on
Tuesday arrested a hotel man-
ager and his school-time girl-
friend on charges of killing his
wife, what unspooled was a
murder mystery with the crime
and diversion of probe drawing
upon ideas and themes from
two movies, according to police.

KPremkumar (40),amanager
of aleading hotel in Kochi, and
Sunitha Baby (39), nursing super-
intendent at a private hospital in
Thiruvananthauram, were ar-
rested on charges of strangulat-
ing Vidhya (48) to death on
September 21. They abandoned
the body in Tamil Nadu’s
Tirunelveli district. The Tamil
Nadu Police had found the body
and buried it as unidentified.

Kochi (City) ACP R
Vishwanath said that
Premkumar rushed to Kochi to
file a complaint that his wife was
missing, a day after disposing the
body. However, before the com-
plaint, Premkumar and Sunitha
had left Vidhya’s mobile phone
switched on inside a dustbin in
Netravati Express, which runs
between Thiruvananthapuram
and Mumbai.

The ACP said Premkumar con-
fessed he abandoned the phone
to distract the police, an idea he
got from the Malayalam film
Drishyam. After Premkumar
moved the missing complaint, po-

licelocated Vidhya's phone some-
where near Mangaluru en route
the train’s journey, but it had gone
dead since.

The ACP said Vidhya and
Premkumar had a troubled mar-
riage and she had the habit of
leaving home for short periods.
“Premkumar tried to take ad-
vantage of that history. We be-
gan to doubt Premkumar be-
cause he moved an anticipatory
bail two weeks after the missing
case was registered. Police had
searched his house but he was
reluctant to appear before police
to give a statement. Besides, he
started complaining to police
higher-ups, alleging that the in-
vestigating team was harassing
him. This also strengthened our
suspicion,” he said.

The breakthrough happened
a few days ago when the police
got a voice message indicating
Premkumar’s role. Police did not
reveal details of the message.

The ACP said Premkumar
and Sunitha studied together in
school 25 years ago and their
batch held an alumni meet ear-
lier this year. “They were meet-
ing at the reunion for the first
time after 25 years and renewed
the relationship,” the ACP said.

“Premkumar told us that his
affair after 25 years was influ-
enced by the Tamil movie 96
which speaks about an affair
rekindled during a reunion of
school students after 22 years,”
the ACP said.
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enhancement of their monthly
honorarium.

All J&K Panchayat Conference
president Anil Sharma de-
manded immediate fulfillment
of their demands, warning that
failure to do so would result in
sarpanches and panches holding
protests in every block across the
Union Territory from December
20-30 as part of their second
phase of agitation.

Thane man held
for ‘killing’
daughter, search
on for bag with
body parts: Cops

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 10

THANE POLICE, who have ar-
rested a 47-year-old man for al-
legedly murdering his 22-year-old
daughter and recovered a suitcase
containing some of her body
parts, said they had begun a
search for another bag in which
the accused allegedly stuffed her
head and torso and flung it in the
Ulhas river.

Arvind Tiwari is accused of
killing his daughter Princi as she
wanted to marry a man from the
Muslim community. He stopped
her from going to work since
November 30 and took away her
phone, police said. Tiwari told the
police the immediate provoca-
tion for killing her was a fight they
had over her refusal to eat any-
thing in protest.

After allegedly killing her on
December 5, Tiwari hacked the
body, stuffing the lower half in a
suitcase and the head and torsoin
another bag. The police said the
accused threw the bag in the
Ulhas river. He left the suitcase in
an auto-rickshaw in panic after
the driver got suspicious and fled.
The suitcase helped the police
track him down.

ACP (Kalyan division) Anil
Powar said Tiwari was produced
before the court and remandedin
police custody for six days.

HRD defers decision
on hiking MTech
tuition fee at II'T's

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THEHRD Ministry has held off the
decision toincrease the tuition fee
for MTech programmes at Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs). The
development comes in the back-
drop of the protests at JNU against
a substantial hike in hostel fee.

The government finalised mi-
nutes of the IIT Council meeting,
held on September27,on Tuesday.
The minutes state that the agenda
item on reform of MTech progra-
mmes will be “further discussed
inthe next meeting of the IIT Cou-
ncil”. A press release from HRD
Ministry on September 27 stated
that the councilhad approved the
recommendation for the IITs to
charge MTech students the same
fee as the BTech programme. In
other words, IITs, over the next
three years, would increase tuition
fee for new MTech students from
the current average of Rs 30,000
ayear to Rs 2 lakh per annum.

“TheJNU fee hikeissue and the
protests seem to have forced are-
think,” said an IIT director.

The ministry also deferred the
decision on adopting the tenure
track system. On September 27,
the 23 IITs had agreed to grant
tenure to assistant professors five
years after their recruitment. This
decision marked a significant shift
from the current practice across
most centrally funded institutions,
where fresh faculty recruits are
given permanent appointments
asassistant professors afterayear.
They cannot be fired after that.

Under the tenure track system,
anassistant professoris hired ona
five-year contract. Her perform-

Ministry
cites
@ dropouts

EXPLAINE

ALTHOUGH THE student
community had opposed
the decision at that time,
the HRD Ministry had jus-
tified fee hike on the
ground that it would dis-
courage “non-serious stu-
dents” whojoinan IIT
only to leave the pro-
gramme midway after
finding a job. “This
dropout in the middle of
the programme leads to
wastage of coveted seats
on the one hand and de-
nies the opportunity to
other serious and merito-
rious students...” the gov-
ernment statement read.

ance is first reviewed internally
three years from the date of join-
ing and then an external commit-
tee after five-and-a-half years.
Depending on the evaluation, the
assistant professor will either be
granted tenure (and associate pro-
fessorship) or asked to leave.
According to ministry sources,
this decision was deferred be-
cause of apprehensions expressed
by theIIT faculty. “There are many
challenges in our system that
make it difficult for new teachers
to perform to the best of their abil-
ities. For starters, we expect them
to get research grants from the
Department of Science and
Technology and other agencies
which take time torelease funds,”
said the above quoted IIT director.
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Tabrez Ansari
lynching: HC
grants bail to
7 of 13 accused

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,DECEMBER 10

THE JHARKHAND High Court on
Tuesday granted bail to seven of
the 13 accused in the Tabrez Ans-
ari lynching case. The 22-year-old
was tied to a pole, thrashed and
forced to chant “Jai Shri Ram and
JaiHanuman” in Saraikela Kharsa-
wan district on June 18 after he
was allegedly caught stealing in
Dhatkidih village. He died four
days later in the hospital of a jail.

The lawyer representing Ans-
ari’s wife A Allam said, “The High
Court granted bail to six accused
onTuesday and one on Monday.”
He added that the case was heard
in the court of Justice Rongon
Mukhopadhyay.

Accused Kamal Mahato, 48,
who is also a complainant in the
case of theft against Ansari, was
granted bail on Monday. It was his
house where Ansari and othersal-
legedly attempted to steal. Six oth-
ers accused who got bail are
Bhimsen Mandal, 45, who sold
pakodas; Satyanarayan Nayak, 55,
a daily wage labourer who
worked as a painter; Mahesh
Mabhlj, 28, who worked in Ranchi;
Madan Nayak, 30, who is
Satyanarayan’s nephew and a
daily wage labourer; Chamu
Nayak, 40, who is a farmer; and
one Bikram Mandal.

In September, a controversy
erupted after it was reported that
the Saraikela Police had dropped
murder charges from the case.
Police had said that the killing was
not “premeditated”.

However, the police later filed
a supplementary chargesheet in
which it added murder charges
against the 13 accused.

News and views should never
be combined, says Venkaiah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

DECRYING THE idea of politicians
starting their own media houses
“to defend themselves and offend
others”, Vice-President M
Venkaiah Naidu onTuesday called
for keeping journalism separate.
He was addressing a gathering
after conferring Lokmat parlia-
mentary awards on eight people.
“News and views should never be
combined,” he said, insisting that
only news should go on front pa-
ges of newspapers and the views
could occupy the editorial page.
He described “paid news” and
“fake news” as a “reality in India”
and felt that information “with-
out confirmation” was dangerous.
Naidu said the institution of
parliamentary awards was a “no-
ble idea”. This made his job “eas-
ier” because awards inspired MPs
to perform better. He lauded NCP
president Sharad Pawar for hav-

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu and NCP chief Sharad
Pawar at the event. Praveen Khanna

ing never come to the Well of a
House. He said C Rajgopalachari
had said, “If you are not well on
facts, go to the Well of the House.”

Naidu took note of the fact that
the awardees had been selected
on the basis of participationin de-
bates, questions, attendance, pi-
loting private members’ Bills and
overallimage. He said MPs should
bring private Bills because they

help mobilise public opinionona
subject.

The awardees included SP lea-
der Mulayam Singh Yadav, TMC
MP Saugata Roy, NCP MP Supriya
Sule, BJP MP Bharati Praveen Pa-
war, DMK MP Tiruchi Siva, Cong-
ress MP Viplov Thakur and JD (U)
MP Kahkashan Perween. They
were selected by ajury headed by
NCP chief Sharad Pawar.

Journalist tells court Akbar sexually
harassed her: Was numbed with fear

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

JOURNALIST GHAZALA Wahab
told a Delhi court on Tuesday that
she was sexually harassed by for-
mer Union Minister M ] Akbar in
1997 and itleft her “numbed with
fear and shock”.

Wahab was the third defence
witness who appeared before
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Vishal Pahuja in sup-
port of journalist Priya Ramani in
a criminal defamation complaint
filed by Akbar .

Her examination-in-chief was
completed on Tuesday and her
cross-examination will be con-
ducted by Akbar’s counsel Geeta
Luthra on Wednesday.

Akbar had to resign after
Ramani levelled allegations of
sexual misconduct on Twitter, fol-
lowing which he filed a defama-
tion lawsuit against her.

Wahab told the court, “My
deskwasright outside Akbar’s of-
fice in a manner that if his door
was slightly open he could watch
me. Many a times I saw him
watching me... Later he started
sending me private messages on
Asian Age’s intranet messaging
service about my clothes and
appearances.”

“Sometime in August-
September 1997,in the afternoon,

Mr Akbar called me to his room.
When I went inside he asked me
to shut the door. Then he asked
me to look up a word in the dic-
tionary which was placed on a
low three- legged stool across his
desk... As I squatted to look into
the dictionary Mr Akbar came up
behind me quietly and held me by
waist. [ was shocked and stum-
bled almost losing my balance. Mr
Akbar helped me to my feet and
ran his hands from my breast to
my hips. I tried to push his hands
away but they were firmly
planted on my waist. I was
numbed with fear and shock, not
only was the door shut his back
was blocking it... Finally he re-
leased me and I ran out his office
into the toilet to cry,” Wahab told
the court.

She told the court that the next
day, Akbar asked her to come into
his room and when she entered,
he shut the door trapping her be-
tween the door and his body. “I
immediately flinched. He held me
by my shoulders and bent to kiss
me. | clamped my mouth and
turned my face to one side. I was
speechless with fear but I contin-
ued to push against him. Finally,
hereleased me.Iran out of the of-
fice crying.”

She said she narrated the inci-
dent to Seema Mustafa, who was
the bureau chief then. She told the
court that Seema was not sur-

prised at Akbar’s behaviour but
there wasllittle she could do about
it and told Wahab that it was en-
tirely her callon what she decided
todo. “I was 26,1 was alone, con-
fused, helpless and most impor-
tantly petrified. Asian Age had no
mechanism to listen to com-
plaints of sexual harassment.
There were no internal redressal
mechanisms, no sexual harass-
ment policy or committee that
would hear complaints from
women journalists. [ was on my
own,” Wahab told the court.

“Not only was Akbar Editor-
in-Chief of Asian Age, he had also
been an MP and a former spoke-
sperson of the Indian National
Congress. | believed that going
public about my complaint or
even thinking about the police
was not an option given Akbar’s
power and clout,” Wahab told
the court.

“Sometime in the second
week of December 1997, Mr
Akbar told me he wanted me to
shift to the about- to-be-launched
edition of the Asian Age from
Ahmedabad as Features Editor. He
told me that I would be given an
apartment there and everything
would be taken care of by the
company. He added that when-
ever he would come to
Ahmedabad he would stay with
me. That was the tipping point,”
Wahab told the court.
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Pete Frates was a former
college baseball player. AP

USA

Pete Frates, who
popularised Ice
Bucket Challenge,
deadat34

PETE FRATES, a former col-
lege baseball player who
popularised the social media
phenomenon known as the
Ice Bucket Challenge, and
helped raise $100 million to-
ward fighting amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, commonly
knownas ALS or Lou Gehrig’s
disease, died at his home in
Beverly, Massachusetts on
Monday. He was 34. His
death was announced by
Boston College, his alma
mater. Frates learned he had
thediseasein 2012.Itattacks
the body’s nerve cells and
leads to full paralysis. Patients
are typically expected to live
for two to five years from the
time of diagnosis.

USA

Sikh taxi driver
assaulted

Houston: AnIndian-origin
Sikh taxi driver has been
assaulted and racially
abused in the US state of
Washington in a sus-
pected hate crime here,
according to media re-
ports. Grifin Levi Sayers,
22, verbally and physically
abused his Sikh Uber
driver on December 5 in
Bellingham city, The
Bellingham Herald quoted
the police as saying. While
strangling the Sikh man,
Sayers made “racially bi-
ased comments about the
victim’s dark skin, the fact
he was fromIndiaand the
turban he was wearing”,a
police officer said. After a
struggle, the driver, who
was not identified, man-
aged to escape from his
car, left therider inside and
called 911 for help, Komo
News said.

MADAGASCAR
2 die, 3missing
incyclone

Antananarivo: Cyclone
Belna has hit northern
Madagascar, with two
people dead and three
missing from the first
tropical storm of the sea-
son, according to local of-
ficials. Belnablew into the
western town of Soalala,
where more than 1,400
residents were made
homeless because their
houses were destroyed,
damaged or flooded, Col.
Elack Olivier Andriakaja of
the national catastrophe
management office, said
Tuesday. Those displaced
have found temporary
shelter in primary
schools, mosques and dis-
trict offices but they need
food, said Andriakaja.

TWO ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT UNVEILED

House to debate charges today, vote likely on Thursday

NICHOLAS FANDOS
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 10

HOUSE DEMOCRATS announced
Tuesday that they would move
ahead this week with two arti-
cles of impeachment charging US
President Donald Trump with
abuse of power and obstruction
of Congress, as they accused him
of violating the Constitution by
pressuring Ukraine for helpin the
2020 election.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
leaders of six key committees said
that Trump’s actions toward
Ukraine, and his efforts to block
Congress’ attempt to investigate,
had left them no choice but to pur-
sue one of the Constitution’s
gravest remedies. The move will
bring a sitting president to the
brink of impeachment for only the
fourth time in American history.

“Today, in service to our duty
to the Constitution, and to our
country, the House Committee on
Judiciary is introducing two arti-
cles ofimpeachment charging the
President of the United States,
Donald ] Trump, with committing
high crimes and misdemeanors,”
said Representative Jerrold Nadler,
the panel’s chairman.

“Our President holds the ulti-
mate public trust,” Nadler said.
“When he betrays that trust and
puts himself before country, he
endangers the Constitution, he
endangers our democracy,and he
endangers our national security.”

The announcement comes a
day after Democrats summed up

Her songs include the hit
“It Must Have Been Love”

Roxette lead
singer Marie

Fredriksson
dies aged 61

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
STOCKHOLM, DECEMBER 10

THE LEAD singer of Swedish pop
duo Roxette, Marie Fredriksson,
who shot to global fame in the
1990s with hits like It Must Have
Been Love, has died aged 61 after
a long fight with cancer, her
manager said Tuesday.

Fredriksson had been diag-
nosed in 2002 with a severe brain
tumour but went into remission
and returned to the studioin 2010.

“It is with great sadness we
have to announce that Marie
Fredriksson of Roxette has
passed away in the morning of
December 9, following a 17-year
long battle with cancer,”
Dimberg Jernberg Management
said in a statement.

Roxette, formed in 1986 by
Fredriksson and the guitarist Per
Gessle, sold more than 80 mil-
lion albums worldwide.

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler (centre)
and other top House Democrats unveil the articles of
impeachment against Trump on Capitol Hill Tuesday. AP

Toimpeacha
President who has

proven throughresults... to
have one of the most
successful presidencies ever,
and mostimportantly, who
has done NOTHING wrong, is
sheer political madness!”

—DONALD TRUMP
US PRESIDENT

the central allegations in theirim-
peachment case against Trump:
that he pressured Ukraine to an-
nounce investigations into his po-
litical rivals while withholding as
leverage a coveted White House
meeting forits presidentand $391
million in security assistance. His
actions, they argued in a hearing
at the Judiciary Committee, had
placed the President’s personal
political interests above those of

the country.

The Judiciary Committee
plans to promptly begin debat-
ing the articles as soon as
Wednesday, and could vote by
Thursday to recommend them
to the full House of
Representatives for final ap-
proval. If the House follows
through as expected next week,
Trump could stand trial in the
Senate early in the new year. NYT

Chile military plane
disappears with 38
on board: Air Force

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SANTIAGO, DECEMBER 10

ACHILEAN military plane with 38
people aboard has gone missing
after it took off from the country’s
south forabase in Antarcticaand
is presumed to have crashed, au-
thorities have said.

Seventeen of those on board
the C-130 aircraft were crew and
the others were passengers,
Chile’s air force said Monday.

The plane is believed to have
crashed and “all national and in-
ternational air and maritime
means available in the area are
continuing the search (for sur-
vivors) in the sector where com-
munications were lost with the
aircraft,” itadded in a statement.

The four-engine aircraft took
off Monday at 4.55 pm (19.55
GMT) from an airbase in the
southern city of Punta Arenas
and contact was lost at 6.13 pm.

The Air Force said conditions
for flying were good and thatitwas
in contact with the families of
those on board, many of whom
were traveling to carry out logisti-
cal support tasks at the country’s
largest Antarctic base Eduardo Frei.

Personnel were also being
transferred to inspect the base’s
floating fuel supply pipeline and
undertake anticorrosive treat-
ment of the facility.

HiGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF MADRID TALKS BEGINS

Climate negotiators fail to resolve carbon markets issue; onus on ministers

EXPRESS INMADRID

AMITABH SINHA
DECEMBER10

NEGOTIATORS AT the Madrid cli-
mate talks finally threw their
hands up on the contentiousissue
of setting up a new carbon mar-
ket under the Paris Agreement,
and requested their political lead-

erships, the ministers, to take
charge and try to resolve the dif-
ferences at their level.

With practically no progress
on any of the big disagreements
on the subject, it is unlikely that
even the ministers will be able to
resolve the many complicated
details over the next two days.
That would most likely result in
theissue being pushed yet again
to the next conference. Carbon
markets was supposed to be fi-
nalised, along with other sections
of the Paris Agreement rule book,
at the Katowice meeting last year.
But while the rest of the rulebook
was agreed upon, the carbon
markets issue was left to be de-

cided at this year’s conference.
Negotiators were huddled till
late at night on Monday, and in to
the early hours of Tuesday, in the
discussions of one of the techni-
cal groups that was supposed to
finalise an agreement on the car-
bon markets. But when it finally
wound up its work, the technical
group could only deliver aheavily
bracketed text, each bracket repre-
senting the different options on
the table, and reflecting the dis-
agreements on each one of them.
The text has been handed over
to the ministers of South Africa
and Australia to try and narrow
down the differences in informal
consultations in the coming days.

The plane had an emergency
positioning system, but it was
not working, said Eduardo
Mosqueira, Commander of
the Fourth Air Brigade. AP

The air force also said that of
the passengers on board, 15 were
fromitsranks, three were fromthe
army, there were two people from
a private construction company,
and a Chile university official.

The plane did have an emer-
gency positioning system, but it
did notappear to be working dur-
ing the early morning search, said
Eduardo Mosqueira, Commander
of the Fourth Air Brigade.

President Sebastian Pinera,
whose country is witnessing its
worst civil unrest in decades,
tweeted he would fly to Punta
Arenas with Interior Minister
Gonzalo Blumel. Once there, they
would meet up with Defence
Minister Alberto Espina to moni-
tor the search and rescue mission,
which was underway using air-
craft and navy vessels.

JAPAN
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POLICE NAB 3 FOR TRADING URANIUM ONLINE

Japanese police have caught 3 people, including a teenager, trading uranium online in violation of laws
on nuclear materials, Kyodo News said. A 17-year-old high school student and 61-year-old pharmacist
are suspected of buying uranium in an online auction for sums between 5,000 yen ($46) and 30,000
yen ($276), the paper said, adding that the substances emitted minute amounts of radiation.

Democrats officially charge Trump
with abuse of power, obstruction

Federal watchdog says
FBI was justified in
probing Trump-Russia

ERICTUCKER &
MICHAEL BALSAMO
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 10

THE FBI was justified in opening
its investigation into ties be-
tween the Trump presidential
campaign and Russia and did
not act with political bias, the
Justice Department’s internal
watchdog declared, undercut-
ting President Donald Trump’s
repeated claims that he has been
the target of a “witch hunt”.

Thereport,issued Monday, re-
jected theories and criticism
spread by Trump and his support-
ers, though it also found “serious
performance failures” up the bu-
reau’s chain of command.

The affirmation of the investi-
gation’s legitimacy, balanced by
criticism of the way it was con-
ducted, ensured that partisan bat-
tles would persist over one of the
most politically sensitive investi-
gations in FBI history. Another re-
view of the origins of the probe
continues, and the prosecutor
picked by Attorney General
William Barr to lead that effort
hinted Monday he’ll take a harder
view of the FBI's actions.

Monday’s review by Inspector
General Michael Horowitz
knocked down multiple lines of

Report gives
ammunition
to both sides

THE REPORT debunks some
of the main allegations that
Trump and his allies have
made against the FBI over its
probe into suspected links
between the Trump cam-
paign and Russia. It rejects
the Trump team’s claim that
the FBI opened the investiga-
tion because of political bias
against the President. It also
stated that the FBI did not spy
on the Trump campaign.
While those who backed the
probe will see this as vindica-
tion, the Trump camp is likely
to highlight the flaws the re-
port attributed to some parts
of the FBI's investigation.

attack against the Russia investi-
gation, finding that it was prop-
erly opened and that law enforce-
mentleaders were not motivated
by political bias. AP

Police officers outside the University Hospital, which was the
site of the shooting, in Ostrava, Czech Republic. Reuters

Gunman kills six
in Czech hospital,
then shoots himself

RADOVAN STOKLASA
OSTRAVA,DECEMBER 10

A 42-YEAR-OLD gunman killed
six people on Tuesday at a hos-
pital waiting roomin the eastern
Czech city of Ostrava before flee-
ing and fatally shooting himself
in the head, police said.

It was the worst shooting in
the Czech Republic, where gun
crime is relatively rare, since a
man shot eight people dead and
then killed himself at a restau-
rant in Uhersky Brod in 2015.

It was unclear what moti-
vated the shooting, which hap-
pened in the early morning at
the outpatient clinic of the
University Hospital in Ostrava,
350 km east of the capital Prague
and near the border with Poland.

Prime Minister Andrej Babis
told reporters it was an “indi-
vidual act”.

The shooter fled the hospital
after the attack, prompting a
manhunt involving hundreds of
officers. He later shot himself in
the head at his car with a police

Myanmar’s leader Aung San Suu Kyi attends a hearing at the International Court of Justice in

The Hague on Tuesday. Reuters

As Suu Kyi looks on, Gambia asks
ICJ to ‘stop genocide’ in Myanmar

SHOON NAING &
TOBY STERLING
THE HAGUE, DECEMBER10

MYANMAR’S LEADER Aung San
Suu Kyi arrived at the UN’s
International Court of Justice on
Tuesday to defend her country
over charges of genocide against
its Rohingya Muslim minority, as
back home thousands of people
rallied in her support.

Gambia launched the pro-
ceedings against Buddhist-ma-
jority Myanmar in November, ac-
cusing it of violating its
obligations under the 1948
Genocide Convention.

“All that The Gambia asks is

Carolina Schmidt, Chile’s environment minister and president
of the 2019 UN Climate Change Conference, with other
officials at a high-level segment of COP25 in Madrid. Reuters

Carbon markets allow the buy-
ing and selling of emission reduc-
tionsin the form of carbon credits,
and enable countries struggling to

meet their climate targets to buy
these credits from countries that
are in a position to reduce their
emissions beyond their own tar-

that you tell Myanmar to stop
these senseless killings,” Gambia’s
Justice Minister Abubacarr
Tambadou told the court.

“To stop these acts of barbar-
ity and brutality that have
shocked and continue to shock
our collective conscience. To stop
this genocide of its own people.”

During three days of court pro-
ceedings Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace
laureate, is expected torepeat de-
nials of genocide and argue that
military operations in question
were a legitimate counterterror-
ism response to militant attacks.

Suu Kyi arrived in a motor-
cade at the ornate Peace Palace
in The Hague and ignored ques-
tions shouted out to her by wait-

gets.Suchacarbon market existed
under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol as
well but that regime is coming to
an end next year. The current ne-
gotiations are about creating a sim-
ilar market under the successor
Paris Agreement regime.

The big disagreement is over
the transition of unsold carbon
credits from the Kyoto regime to
the new market. Countries like
India, China and Brazil want their
unsold carbon credits to be valid
in the new market while devel-
oped countries are opposing iton
the grounds that many of the cred-
its were bogus and did not repre-
sent actual emission reductions.

Meanwhile, the high-level

ing reporters. She sat expres-
sionless in the courtroom as the
Gambian team detailed alleged
atrocities in Myanmar.

Outside the court, dozens of
Rohingya demonstrated to de-
mand justice for victims, while in
Yangon, the commercial capital of
Myanmar, thousands of people
rallied in support of Suu Kyi, wav-
ing national flags as they chanted:
“To protect the country’s dignity,
stand with Mother Suu.”

This week’s proceedings
will not deal with the core alle-
gation of genocide, but Gambia
has requested a court order
for Myanmar to halt any activ-
ity that may aggravate the
dispute. REUTERS

segment of the Madrid talks be-
gan on Tuesday with ministers
making their country statements.
Anumber of countries, especially
the most threatened ones like
small island states, urged the big
emitters to increase their climate
actionsin light of scientific assess-
ments that show that the present
level of climate actions was not
enough to prevent the extreme
impacts of climate change.
India’s Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar once again ar-
gued that it was important to fo-
cus on the implementation and
delivery of the current targets
rather than just make promises
about the future. “Let us concen-

helicopter flying overhead.

He died about a half an hour
later after police failed to resus-
citate him, Interior Minister Jan
Hamacek said outside the hos-
pital. “The perpetrator of this
horrendous act is dead.”

CzechRadio, citing the direc-
tor of the firm where he worked,
identified the suspect as a local
construction technician and said
he had been on medical leave.

Reuters could not immedi-
ately confirm that.

Police said they received calls
at 719 am (0619 GMT) and offi-
cers were on the scene five min-
utes later. Hospital director Jiri
Havrlant told reporters five peo-
ple died in the attack and one
died in surgery. Another two
were seriously injured but no
medics were hurt, he said.

The victims were all adults:
four men and two women.

The head of the regional po-
lice department, Tomas Kuzel,
said the attacker was silent as he
carried out the shooting and
there was no indication of ac-
complices. REUTERS

Spitting volcano
keeps search
parties off NZ
island, death
toll rises to six

REUTERS
WHAKATANE, DECEMBER 10

FEARING A volcano could erupt
again, search parties were un-
able to set foot on New Zealand’s
White Island for eight people still
missing on Tuesday, as police
raised the death toll to six from
the eruption a day earlier.

Police doubted whether any
more survivors would be found.
They said the latest victim died
in hospital, having been among
more than 30 people injured in
the eruption on the uninhabited
island, a popular sightseeing ex-
cursion for tourists.

Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said reconnaissance
flights showed no signs of life on
the ash covered island, as eye-
witnesses detailed the horrific
burns suffered by those caught
up in Monday’s eruption.

“The scale of this tragedy is
devastating,” Ardern said in par-
liament. “To those who have lost
or are missing family and friends,
we share in your grief and sorrow
and we are devastated.” Police
said 47 people were on White
[sland at the time of the eruption.

Twenty-four came from
Australia, nine from the US, five
from New Zealand, four from
Germany, two each from China
and the UK and one from Malaysia.

trate onimplementation of Paris
Agreement and not digress,” he
said in his address.

He highlighted all that India
was doing to fight climate
change and urged the other
countries to also fulfil their past
and current targets.

“Only six countries are on
track to meet their NDCs (na-
tionally determined contribu-
tions) announced in Paris. We
are leading the pack,” he said, re-
ferring to the climate targets that
countries had set for themselves
during the run-up to the Paris cli-
mate change conference in 2015.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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SBl under-reported NPAs by t11,932¢c
FY19 loss would be ¥6,968 crore: RBI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER10

STATE BANK of India (SBI), India’s
largestlender, has under-reported
its bad loans, or non-performing
assets (NPAs), by Rs 11,932 crore
for the fiscalended March 31,2019
as per an assessment done by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). After
taking into account the divergence
and additional provisioning, the
bankwould have madealossof Rs
6,968 crore in the year, the RBI said.

As per the RBI's final Risk
Assessment Report (RAR), SBI's
gross NPAs should have been
higher by Rs 11,932 crore at Rs
1,84,682 crore as against Rs
1,72,750 crore for 2018-19, the
bank said in a filing. Similarly, the
net NPA should have been Rs
77,827 crore as compared to the
disclosed figure of Rs 65,895 crore,
reflectingadivergence of Rs 11,932
crore, it said.

While the provisions reported
by SBI for fiscal 2019 was Rs
106,856 crore, the RBI said it

should have beenRs 1,18,892 crore.
The additional provision to be
made by SBI works out to Rs
12,036 crore. After making this ad-
ditional provisioning of Rs 12,036
croreinthe balancesheet, thebank
would have made a loss of Rs
6,968 crore for the year. SBI had
posted a profit of Rs 862 crore for
2018-19in May this year.

As per SB, after subsequent
slippage or upgradation during the
current financial year, the remain-
ingimpacton the gross NPAsin the
third quarter of current fiscal isRs
3,143 core. The impact on provi-
sioning in the third quarter stood at
Rs 4,654 crore, it said. SBI shares
declined by around 1 per cent to
Rs 313.45 on the BSE on Tuesday.

There have been several in-
stances of under-reporting of bad
loans by banks, prompting regu-
latory action by the Reserve Bank
of India. The RBI had recently
linked CEO compensation to NPA
under-reporting. Inits guidelines
on compensation of directors and
CEOs of banks, the RBI said, “wher-
ever the assessed divergence in

SECTOR WATCH
PHARMACEUTICAL

Day after key diabetes
drug goes off patent,
20 generics send prices
down by up to 70%

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

AS POPULAR diabetes drug
'vildagliptin', marketed by
Novartis here as 'Galvus', has
gone off-patent in India, its
price is expected to have
dropped as much as 70 per
cent with the introduction of
cheaper copies.

While experts expect the
development to improve pa-
tient access, some add the im-
pact may not be as substantial
as portrayed.

Vildagliptin, which belongs
toaclassof drugs called DPP-4,
was firstlaunched in the coun-
tryin 2008 for the treatment of
type-2 diabetes.

Today, vildagliptin,incom-
bination with metformin, is the
second-largest gliptin by mar-
ket size after the sitagliptin-
metformin combination. The
drugisusually prescribed tobe
taken twice a day.

Once a drug's patent ex-
pires, the firm with the patent
loses its rights to exclusively
market the formulation in the
country, allowing other com-
panies to enter the marketwith
cheaper versions of the formu-
lation known as 'generics'.

Over 20 firms launched
genericversions of vildagliptin
and the vildagliptin-met-
formin combination on
Tuesday, said industry analysts.

This includes firms like
Zydus Cadila, expected to have
launched Vinglyn (vildagliptin)
and Vinglyn M (vildagliptin-
metformin) and  Eris
Lifesciences, which had earlier
this month announced the ac-
quisition of the trademark for
vildgliptinbrand Zomelis from
Novartis fora"head-start" over
other generics. Panacea Biotec
on Tuesday told the BSE that it
had launched its generic
brands ViLACT and ViLACT M.

India may see over 50 new
brands launched in this space
in the coming days, said
Karishma Shah, founder and
director of Pronto Consult.

Several companies have
been scrambling for a piece of
the vildagliptin market over the
last few months, with the
National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority receiving ap-
plications from as many as 14
companies to fix the retail
prices of their vildagliptin-met-
formin combinations in
October. The prices for these
combinations were set be-
tweenRs6andRs 24 per tablet,
depending on the strength of
metformin and the company.

"The current price, which
wasaround Rs 20-22 per tablet
is set to see low prices as seen
with Vinglyn at Rs 4.95 per
tablet (for only vildagliptin)

Vildagliptin, which
belongs to DPP-4
class of drugs, was
launched in Indiain
2008 for treating
type-2 diabetes

from Zydus and Vilglipt at Rs
6.50 per tablet from Vitabolik
Pharmaceuticals,” said Hari
Natarajan, founder and MD,
Pronto Consult.

At the same time, doctors
expect the pricedroptohavea
marginal impactonimproving
access. "This drug will be more
accessible to the middle class
and lower-middle class popu-
lation but, even when the
patent was there, there were
enough cheaper alternatives...
[expect the number of patients
benefitting from this to be
miniscule because the price is
not dropping to aninsignificant
value,"” said Shashank Joshi,
senior consultant-endocrinol-
ogy, Lilavati Hospital.

"Drugs like sitagliptin,
linagliptin, alogliptin and
saxagliptin have documented
cardiac safety trials, which
vildagliptin does not have.
Because of the cost of
vildagliptin coming down,
there may be a pressure on all
evidence-based gliptins (tore-
duceits price)," he added.

"Gliptins are an important
class of medication, but all of
them are equally effective and
there have always been
cheaper gliptins  like
teneligliptin already available
in the market. Bringing the cost
down will not make much dif-
ference, atleasttomy practice,”
said Richa Chaturvedi, senior
consultant-endocrinology at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital.

"Most people with diabetes
require several medicines apart
from antidiabetic medicines,
like blood pressure or chole-
strol lowering medicines and
certain vitamins. If the cost is
not substantially low, there is
no point prescribing this drug
because it hasn't proven itself
to be substantially safer than
the other gliptins,” she added.

The vildagliptin and
vildagliptin-metformin mar-
ket, valued at over Rs 900 crore
in November 2019, accounts
forroughly afourth of the over
Rs 3,500-crore gliptins market,
as per data from AIOCD Awacs
PharmaTrac.

"We will continue to serve
people living with diabetes
through the innovator mole-
cule in India, Galvus. We will
not be able to share our strat-
egy asthatis confidential infor-
mation,” said a Novartis
spokesperson.

New RBI, Sebi
normstoact
as deterrent

BANKS, WHICH are saddled
with huge bad loans, have
been hiding such loans to
show higher profits using
various methods like
evergreening of loans.
Despite RBI and Sebi
tightening disclosure
norms, lenders have been
under-reporting bad loans.
With the RBIlinking under-
reporting to CEO’s pay and
Sebi asking banks to report
such divergence to the
bourses within 24 hours,
such practices are expected
to come down in the future.

bank’s provisioning for NPAs or as-
set classification exceeds the pre-
scribed threshold for public disclo-
sure, the bank should not pay the
unvested portion of the variable
compensation for the assessment
year under ‘malus’ clause.” Several
private banks had reported gover-
nanceissues and suppressed non-
performing assets to artificially
show better performance even as
their CEOs got higher pay packages
year after year.

InNovember this year, market
regulator Sebi had directed all
listed banks to disclose any diver-
gence in bad loan provisioning
within 24 hours of receiving RBI's
riskassessment report, rather than
waiting to publish the details in
their annual financial statements.
Inacircular, Sebi noted that disclo-
sures inrespect of divergence and
provisioning are in the nature of
material events and hence neces-
sitate immediate disclosure.
Further, this information is also
price sensitive, requiring prompt
disclosure by a listed entity.

Accordingly, the regulator has

decided that “listed banks shall
make disclosures of divergences
and provisioning beyond specified
threshold, as mentioned in afore-
said RBI notifications, as soon as
reasonably possible and not later
than 24 hours upon receipt of the
Reserve Bank’s Final Risk
Assessment Report (RAR), rather
than waiting to publish them as
part of annual financial state-
ments”. The Sebi had stepped in
for more disclosures after investors
suffered losses when NPA under-
reporting by banks led to erosion
in market valuations.

Central Bank of India has re-
ported an increased net loss of Rs
6,430.48 crore for 2018-19 due to
NPA divergence after assessment
of higherbad loans by the RBL. The
bank reported Rs 11,333.24 crore
net NPAs during the year, while the
RBI assessed it at Rs 13,898.24
crore, leaving a gap of Rs 2,565
crore. Indian Bank reported a di-
vergence of Rs 820 crore in its net
NPAs for 2018-19, while Union
Bank of India reported divergence
of Rs998.70 crore.

‘NBFCs to look for growth
opportunities in offshore markets’

India’s non-banking financial companies will look
increasingly to offshore financing as local funding
conditions may stay under pressure, Fitch Ratings said

RESTRICTED
ACCESS

The rating agency
expects offshore
accesstobe
restricted to larger
entities with stronger
credit fundamentals

INDIA’S WEAKER
macroeconomic
backdrop is likely to
add to the existing
funding, growth and
asset-quality strains
weighing on NBFCs

THE OFFSHORE
route will allow
better-placed NBFCs
to diversify funding
sources after volatile
liquidity conditions
over the past year

FUNDING CONDITIONS
within the domestic market
will remain relatively tight
for NBFCs overall,
notwithstanding some
improvement since the
failure of IL&FS in late 2018

WHOLESALE LENDERS are
more at risk of asset
impairments, especially
those exposed to property-
developer financing and
loans against property
Source: PTI

Gloom in passenger vehicle sales
returns after festivities fizzle out

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THEREVIVALin domestic sales of
passenger vehicle in the festive
month of October, turned out to
beablip as the sales of passenger
vehicles in November declined
again, thereby continuing with
the broader trajectory seen over
the last 12 months. Sales of pas-
senger vehicles — considered a
proxy for urban demand — fell
0.84 per cent in November over
the corresponding period last
year.

Datareleased by the Society of
Indian Automobile Manufacturers
shows that the aggregate sales of
allvehicles declined 12.05 per cent
in November.

While sales of passenger cars
fell 10.83 per cent, utility vehicles
continued to buck the trend with
a growth of 32.7 per cent in sales
primarily driven by continued de-
mand for the vehicles and several
new launches in the segment. In

the eight month period between
April and November 2019 the
sales of passenger cars declined
1798 per cent even as sales of util-
ity vehicles rose by 3.83 per cent
in the same period.

Sales of commercial vehicles
continued their slide falling by
14.98 per cent. Within that the
sales of medium and heavy com-
mercial vehicles (M&HCVs) wit-
nessed a de-growth of 32.8 per
cent where as the light commer-
cial vehicles witnessed a decline
insales of 5.42 per cent. This indi-
cates the slowdownin the indus-
trial activity within the country.

Twowheelers that are consid-
ered as the barometer of demand
in the rural economy also contin-
ued to witness a dip in demand.
The sales of two wheelers in
November fell 14.27 per cent in
November.

In the eight month period the
sales of CVs and two wheelers
have registered a de-growth of
22.12 per cent and 15.74 per cent
respectively.

It is, however, important to
note that while the de-growth
continues for the sector, the pace
of decline has softened over the
last couple of months. In
September, while sales of PVs fell
23.7 per cent, that of commercial
vehicles and two wheelers
dropped 39 per cent and 22 per
cent respectively.

Inline with the fallindemand,
the production of vehicles too has
been on a decline. While the pro-
duction of all vehicles fell 1.41 per
centinNovemberto23.36lakh, it
was led by decline in production
of passenger cars, M&HCVs and
two wheelers among others.

While production of passen-
ger cars declined 7.58 per cent,
that of M&HCV's and two wheel-
ersfell45.5 per centand 2 per cent
respectively. In the eight month
period till November 2019, the in-
dustry produced a total
18,920,298 vehicles as against
21,937,557 inthe same period last
year, registering a de-growth of
13.75 percent.
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- FMsays RBI had no objection
’ to electoral bonds issuance by

SBI; documents point otherwise

UDITMISRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

ON TUESDAY, replying to a ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha raised by
DMKs Tiruchi Sivaabout what the
Reserve Bank’s “indirect” approval
to the issuance of electoral bonds
meant, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said: “RBI, being a
stakeholder, was involved in the
consultation process and during
the consultation process, they had
certain questions toask about the
particular platform of issuance as
towhois going toissue it and also
the proforma with which it is go-
ing to be issued. These consulta-
tions were recorded, but, at the
end of it, as long as the bonds were
going to be issued by the State
Bank of India, they did not have an
objection. So, when said 'indi-
rectly’, it meant, subject to that”.
However, documents accessed
through RTI by transparency ac-
tivist Anjali Bharadwaj, show that
— far from being just "involved in
the consultation process" — the

Itis unclear why the
government initially
assured the RBI that
RBI "alone" will issue
electoralbonds asit
could not do so under
Section 31(3) of RBI Act

government had for the longest
time assured the RBI that the cen-
tral bank "alone" would issue the
bonds. However, the RBI could not
issue electoral bonds. This was be-
cause of the amendment to the
RBI Act, which added a new
Section 31(3), in February 2017,
whichallowed the government to
authorise only "scheduled banks"
toissue electoral bonds.

ButRBIis notascheduled bank
and could not legally issue bonds
under Section 31 (3). As early as
August 5, Prashant Goyal, (the
then joint secretary, DEA) had
noted this fact. In reply, SC Garg,
the then Secretary, DEA, agreed

that for RBI toissue electoral bonds
“might be legally difficult”. Yet, in
repeated letters (on September 21
and 29 later that year) Garg as-
sured Patel writing “I, with ap-
proval of the Finance Minister,
convey ... (that) RBI's suggestion
on issuance of Electoral Bonds by
RBIalone...had been accepted by
Government earlier”. These letters
downplayed the “inclusion of any
Scheduled Bank in the draft
scheme”, claiming that such inclu-
sion “is intended only as an en-
abling provision”.

It is unclear why the govern-
mentinitially assured the RBI that
the central bank “alone” willissue
electoral bonds when the govern-
mentknew all along that RBI could
not issue such bonds under the
newly added Section 31(3) of the
RBI Act.

The significance of issuing
electoral bonds under Section
31(3) is that the donors get the
benefit of anonymity only under
this Section.

Emailed queries to both the
RBI and Garg went unanswered.

NOPROTECTION FROM TRIAL IF THEY PUBLISHED DEFAMATORY CONTENT

In pre-2009 cases, intermediaries like
Google India can’t claim protection: SC

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 10

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
ruled that internet intermedi-
aries like Google India could not
avail protection from trial if they
published defamatory content
prior to the 2009 amendment to
Section 79 of the Information
Technology (IT) Act.
Atwo-judge Bench of Justices
Ashok Bhushan and KM Joseph
held that Google India must also
face trial for publishing such
defamatory content against
companies or complainants.
The judgment relates to a
case filed by an asbestos manu-
facturing company Visaka
Industries against a group called
Ban Asbestos Network India, and
certain other individuals who
had allegedly published defam-
atory articles about the company.
Visaka had then also im-

pleaded Google India as a party,
alleging that it had failed to take
down the posts despite repeated
reminders.

The company had in its
pleadings also said that though
there were other makers of as-
bestos, the individuals who were
posting the articles had “singled
out (the company) and were
“trying to bring down the image
of the plaintiffs company by run-
ning hate campaign against
them”.

In its defence, Google India
had told the courts that as the
Google groups' website platform
was developed outside India, no
employee had any access or abil-
ity to remove or delete the con-
tent when onceitis posted on the
Google Groups website. The apex
court, however, refused to accept
this argument.

“We reject the contention of
the appellant (Google) that the
High Court should have acted on

IndiGo, GoAir's A320neo
aircraft return to origin
airports after snags

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

TWO AIRBUS A320neo aircraft of
IndiGo and GoAir, operating on
domestic and international
routes, returned safely to their ori-
ginairports on Monday, following
snags including high vibrationand
oil smell in cockpit, respectively.
The aircraft have been
grounded at Delhi and Singapore
airports. “On 09-12-2019, Indigo
A320(Neo) Aircraft VI-ITK oper-
ating flight 6E-552 (Delhi-
Hyderabad) was involved in Air
Turn Back to Delhi due to High
Vibration on No.2 engine. Aircraft
landed safely at Delhi and has
been grounded at Delhi,” a senior
Aviation Ministry official said.
ABengaluru-bound A320neo
operated by GoAir had to return
to Singapore following oil smellin
cockpit and cabin. “On9.10.2019
GoAirA320(Neo) Aircraft VI-W]J
operating flight G8-028

(Singapore-Bangalore) was in-
volved in air turn back due to oil
smellin cockpit and cabin. Aircraft
safelylanded at Singapore,” the of-
ficial said. “During ground inspec-
tion the reported defect was not
confirmed. Matter has been re-
ferred to Pratt & Whitney (P&W),
while aircraft is grounded at
Singapore,” the official said.
Most airlines operating
A320neo or A321neoaircraft pow-
ered by P&RW engines have faced
several engine-related issues, in-
cluding gearbox failures, combus-
tion chamber distress apart LPT
blade failure. These issues have
been addressed in the modified
engines. The US FAA, last month,
issued an alert for certain variants
of P&W engines for the neo air-
craft. Last month, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation had asked
IndiGo to ground its old A320 Neo
family aircraft with unmodified
P&W engine, for every new A320
Neo plane with modified engine
thatisadded toits fleet.

the Google LLC conditions and
found that the appellant is not
the intermediary. We hold that
thisis a matter for trial,” the two-
judge apex court Bench said.

Google India had also said
that it could not take down any
content uploaded across its web-
sites simply because a company
or a party was aggrieved by it, as
the same was covered by free-
dom of speech and expression.
The global information technol-
ogy giant had also said that un-
less there was a court order on
the same, removing any such
content would harm its busi-
nesses.

Google India had also con-
tended that as its parent com-
pany was under the laws of the
US, it was not obliged or required
to remove any allegedly defam-
atory content without the court
order. These arguments, were,
however, rejected by the apex
court bench.

Asymmetry
in FT'As on
govt radar:
Goyal in RS

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 10

COMMERCE AND Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday said India pulled out of
the RCEP trade deal as its con-
cernsover a host of critical issues.
He also promised to "correct the
asymmetry" in existing free trade
agreements (FTAs) with Asean,
Japan and South Korea.
Speaking in Rajya Sabha on
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP),
Goyal said: "Any trade deal like
RCEP must consider that coun-
tries have very different sizes and
population, unequal levels of eco-
nomic development and human
development indicators, con-
trasting levels of prosperity, in-
vestment capacity, cultural diver-
sity and significantly different
political and judicial systems.” FE

GST rationalisation, compliance feature at Centre, state officers’ meet

52,720 IGST refund claims pending
for more than one year: Thakur

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

GOODS AND Services Tax (GST)
rate rationalisation, including a
proposal to have a dual rate struc-
ture, arelook at items which were
taxed at a higher rate in pre-GST
VAT era such as milk powder, but-
ter, correction of rate structure for
items facing inverted duty and
compliance related issues were
some of the proposals discussed
at the meeting of committee of
officers on revenue augmenta-
tion on Tuesday.

Though many proposals were
discussed in the meeting includ-
ing hiking the 5 per cent slabto a
higher rate such as 8 per cent
along with a possible merger of

12 per cent and 18 per cent slabs,
no consensus emerged at theend
of the meeting, two senior gov-
ernment officials said.

One of the states also pro-
posed adual GST rate structure—
10 per cent and 20 per cent—and
doing away with rest of the rate
slabs, one of the officials said.

All states, however, are not in
favour of raising GST rates, espe-
cially the lower rate slab of 5 per
cent. “The GST Council after very
prolonged deliberations had fixed
the rates and then the upper slab
28 per cent without much seri-
ous consideration of revenue im-
plication was brought down. The
compulsion of elections weighed
on the decisions...now, they want
to raise the rates of lower
slab..which s not fair. In this cur-

New Delhi: Asmany as 52,720
Integrated GST (IGST) refund
claims are pending for more
than one year, Minister of
State for Finance Anurag Singh
Thakur informed Parliament
on Tuesday.

The reasons for this pen-
dency include non-submis-
sion of required documents
by the applicants, he saidina

rentsituation, itis not right toim-
pose higher burden on people...I
would say keep the lower slab
and exemptions as it is and raise
the higher slab,” Kerala's Finance

written reply to Rajya Sabha.
A number of companies
applied for Goods & Services
Tax (GST)refund since the in-
troduction of the tax regime,
he said, adding a total of
1,86,158 entities have filed
36,42,272 refund applications,
outof which34,46,010refund
applications have been fi-
nalised ason December 2. PTI

Minister Thomas Isaac told
CNBC-TV18.States have received
no formal communication re-
garding any rate hike decision, he
added.

All proposals for rate rational-
isation and revenue augmenta-
tion will now be taken up in the
GST Council meeting, which is
scheduled for December 18. Any
significant rate changes are likely
to take effect only from next finan-
cial year, one of the officials said.

The Standing Committee on
Finance in a report released
Tuesday also flagged the revenue
and compliance related issues
under the GST regime. Noting
that the GST collections have
slowed in the recent months vis-
a-vis the targets, the Committee
said it expects the government to
“resolve all the troubling issues
relating to GST at the earliest to
achieve the desired revenue
buoyancy”.

The committee also urged the

government to monitor compli-
ance and prevent misuse of pro-
visions. “The Committee would
also urge the Department of
Revenue to remain vigilant so as
to prevent misuse of provisions
such as input tax credit and en-
hance monitoring of overall com-
pliance. Systematic reports as
well as feedback surveys should
also be collected from tax payers
to evaluate whether GST is oper-
ating smoothly,” the report said.

Slowing revenues under GST
have become a concern over the
last few months, with compensa-
tion payments to states being held
back since August. If a rate hike is
resorted to by the GST Council to
protect the revenue stream, it
would be the first time a hike in
rates would be undertaken.
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LIC policy
growth
jumps 137.8%
in November

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER10

LIFE INSURANCE Corporation
(LIC), India’s largest insurer, has
recorded growth of 137.87 per
centin policiesin November, with
record sales of 34.08 lakh polices.
By outperforming the industry
growth rate innumber of policies
as well as new business premium
income, LIC has registered a sig-
nificant increase in market share
in the current fiscal, it said.

Inthe current financial year, as
of November 2019, the life insur-
ance industry recorded a new
business premium income of Rs
1.69 lakh crore, out of which LIC
garnered around Rs 1.20 lakh
crore. LIC has registered a growth
of 44.53 per cent in new business
premium income while the pri-
vate sector life insurers have
posted a growth of 22.09 per cent
during the same period. LIC
Managing Director T C Suseel
Kumar said, “We see it as our re-
sponsibility to spread the cover of
life insurance and take it to every
citizen who needs it. The growth
opportunityis vast for every player
in the life insurance industry.”

Non-personal data
regulation bypasses
ministerial panel

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THE PERSONAL Data Protection
Bill, which allows the Central gov-
ernment to direct any entity to
provide it non-personal data or
datathatisanonymised “toenable
better targeting of delivery of serv-
ices or formulation of evidence-
based policies”, has the technol-
ogy industry concerned. The
provision also bypasses an ongo-
ing ministerial committee formed
to examine the topic of non-per-
sonal data. Various stakeholders
have questioned the inclusion of
non-personal dataregulationina
law called the “Personal Data
Protection” Bill.

To study this topic, the IT
Ministry formed a Committee of
Experts under the chairmanship
of Infosys co-founder
S Gopalakrishnan. Itincluded rep-
resentatives from NASSCOM,
National Informatics Centre, IIT
Hyderabad, and IT Ministry.

Those who have been follow-
ing the non-personal data com-
mittee are arguing there hasbeen
no public consultation on the
topic. Stakeholders have said it vi-

Ex-Infy CEO Vishal
Sikka joins Oracle’s
board of directors

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
MUMBAI,DECEMBER10

VISHAL SIKKA, the ex-Infosys
CEO and a global expert in artifi-
cial intelligence, has been nomi-
nated to the board of directors of
global technology major Oracle.

Sikka, 52, is among the
world’s leading experts in
Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning and would be helping
Oracle in the business value and
adapt to change, the company
based in California, said in a state-
ment. “Vishal is one the world’s
leading experts in Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning,” said Oracle chairman
and CTO Larry Ellison, announc-
ing Sikka’s addition to the Board
of Directors.

Sikka recently launched his Al
startup Vianai Systems.

Before starting Vianai, Sikka
was a top executive at SAP and

Vishal Sikka, who has
also worked with SAP,
recently launched his Al
startup Vianai Systems

the CEO of Infosys. Ellison said
that Sikka’s expertise and experi-
ence makes himideally suited to
provide strategic vision and ex-
pert advice to Oracle and its cus-
tomers.

“The digital transformation of
an enterprise is enabled by the
rapid adoption of modern cloud
applications and technologies,”
said Oracle CEO Safra Catz.

“Vishal clearly understands
how Oracle’s Gen2 Cloud
Infrastructure, Autonomous
Database and Applications come
together in the Oracle Cloud to
help our customers drive busi-
ness value and adapt to change,”
he said.

CORRIGENDUM

Ref.: Open Tender Notice No. Pl (EP)/19-20/08
1. The Tender ltem at Sr. No. 40. (Transport Incubator) due on 12.12.2019 has been

withdrawn due to technical reasons.

2. The Tender ltem at Sr. No. 36. (CCTV Camera) due on 11.12.2019 has been

withdrawn due to technical reasons.

3. The Tender ltem at Sr. No. 41. (CCTV Camera) due on 12.12.2019 has been

withdrawn due to technical reasons.

Ref: Open Tender Notice No. Pl (EP)/19-20/09
2. The Tender ltem is at Sr. No. 39. (C-Arm Image Intensifier for Skill Lab) due on
30.12.2019 has been withdrawn due to technical reasons.

All other details of the tender shall remain the same.

816/PGl

Professor In-Charge (EP)

olates right to privacy and intel-
lectual property rules.

A senior executive at a multi-
national technology company said,
“It'salmost asif the government is
saying,individual privacy isimpor-
tant, except in so far as it relates to
us. When there is a Committee of
Experts deliberating not only a
framework for non-personal data,
but also its very definition, there is
norationale forit tobeincluded in
aprivacy legislation. This provision
instead of improving privacy of
Indian citizens, will only expose it
to more threats, hurt innovation,
stem foreign investment and can
be seen as being tantamount to
stealing the Intellectual Property of
legal entities.”

Multiple stakeholders were
specifically concerned that the
provision requires data processors
to provide data to government.

IT for Change director
Parminder Jeet Singh, who is on
the non-personal data panel, said:
“For the first time in any law
worldwide, there has been some
kind of an explicit legal commu-
nity ownership claim to data ...
though the language related to
purposes for which data can be
obtained can be improved.”

Thriveni
awards Zyfra
India’s first
‘Intelligent
Mine’ contract

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

TAMIL NADU-BASED Thriveni
Earthmovers Private Ltd, which
operates NTPC Ltd’s Pakri
Barwadih coal mining project
through its joint venture TSMPL,
has awarded Finnish-Russian
digital solutions provider Zyfra a
contract to implement its
‘Intelligent Mine’ solution at the
mining project.

Zyfra provides Al-based solu-
tions for the industrial sector and
the company’s mining division of-
fers automation solutions to min-
ing companies in Africa and Asia,
the company said in a release.
“Today we see arequest from the
market toimprove the entire pro-
duction chain efficiency, not its
separate elements. We are ready
to offer to our customers single
digital platform by the principle
“Mine to Mill”, which will allow
integrating different dataintoone
digital layer and result into opti-
misation of the processes with the
help of Artificial Intelligence,” said
Pavel Rastopshin, MD of Zyfra.

PERSONALDATA PROTECTION BILL,2019

Sharing non-personal data, lack of
clarity on timeline worries industry

AASHISH ARYAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 10

THE LACK of a clear implemen-
tation timeline, a newly intro-
duced requirement to share
non-personal data with govern-
ment agencies, and uncertainty
over how sensitive or critical
personal data is defined, are
among the concerns flagged by
industry on the new Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2019.

The dilution of norms on
mandatory local data storage,
Information Technology (IT)
Ministry officials said, were
prompted by concerns that the
US, the UK and the European
Union (EU) nations would flag
them as being “protectionist” in
nature and in anticipation of
possible reciprocal action by
companies in these countries.

Possible reciprocal action by
companies in these countries
could have impacted India’s
business process outsourcing
sector, the officials said.

Industry bodies, in their first
reaction, have also expressed
their concerns on the vague in-

The dilution of norms on mandatory local data
storage, Information Technology (IT) Ministry
officials said, were prompted by concerns that the
US, the UK and the European Union (EU) nations
would flag them as being “protectionist” in nature

terpretation of non-personal
data, and the lack of clarity on
whether they will have to store
the data for what period of time.
“Our insistence that the
companies mandatorily keep
their data in India could have
been viewed as protectionist by
these countries. That would have
been counterproductive,” said a
government official.

This, in turn, could have led
to job losses in the Indian BPO
(Business Process Outsourcing),
KPO (Knowledge Process
Outsourcing), and other India-
bound IT, Information
Technology Enabled Service
(ITeS), they said.

An official involved in the ex-
ercise said the regulations on
data and privacy in the US and
the EU are much stricter and that
companies in these geographies

Ahead of PMs’ meet, India &
Japan discuss review of CEPA

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

TRADE MINISTERS of India and
Japan onTuesday raised the issue
of trade deficit between the two
countries and took up the review
of the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement, ahead of
the meeting of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Japanese
counterpart Shinzo Abe next
week.

In the hour-long meeting,
Commerce and Industry Minister

Piyush Goyal conveyed to
Japanese Trade and Industry
Minister Hiroshi Kajiyama that
“market access for India’s goods
and services with partner coun-
tries is very important but despite
commitments in CEPA from Japan,
market access for India’s goods
and services remains elusive”.
According to an official state-
ment, Goyal also raised the issue
of trade deficitbetween Indiaand
Japan and review of the
Comprehensive ~ Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
between the two countries.

WTO chief details bid
to save appeals panel

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA,DECEMBER10

THE HEAD of the World Trade
Organization said Tuesday that he
intends to put new issues “on the
table” in negotiations to save the
body’s appeals court, which shuts
down at midnight.

The appellate branch of the
WTO'’s Dispute Settlement Body;,
sometimes called the supreme
court of world trade, will stop
functioning on Wednesday after
years of relentless US opposition.

Washington, which accuses
the court of serious overreach, has
blocked the appointment of new
judges.

WTO Director General
Roberto Azevedo reaffirmed
Wednesday that the process had
failed. “Throughout this process |
tried not to interfere,” he said.

“I decided that (members)
should do their thing.
Unfortunately, it was not success-
ful.” The goal is to see whether
“there are some things thatare not
onthe table thatneed tobe onthe
table,” Azevedo said.

can take recourse to these rules
when dealing with service
providers from India.

“Inthe event that they would
have insisted that their compa-
nies do not send any data out-
side, our BPO, KPO sector would
be faced with a big problem and
there would be job losses,” the
official said, justifying the easing
of the mandatory local data stor-
age and processing norms in the
version of the bill cleared by
Cabinet last week.

The idea of allowing free flow
of data among various stake-
holders across borders was also
a reason why the government
did not digits heels onlocal data
storage, IT Secretary Ajay
Prakash Sawhney had said inan
address last week.

“It was pointed out by many
of the entities that responded to
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our consultation processes, that
the value of data goes up
tremendously when it flows. If it
remains isolated in one place,
you are able to derive less out of
the data. Itis data flows that have
been very important for the
growth of our IT industry,”
Sawhney had said.

India has been a long-time
hub of BPO and KPOs which
process data obtained from for-
eign countries and provide back-
end support to many large global
conglomerates. Global research
and advisory firm Gartner had in
a report last year said that the
end-user spending on BPO in
India was “on course to reach
$1.7 billion in 2019, and is fore-
cast toreach $1.9 billion in 2020".

The issue of local data stor-
age had started gaining traction
in India when the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) had in April last
year insisted that global compa-
nies such as Google, Facebook,
Mastercard, Visaand WhatsApp,
among other payment firms
mandatorily store their data in
India. The RBI had then set a
strict six month deadline for
compliance with the norms.

PMC Bank files plea for
restitution of J100-crore
assets of HDIL promoters

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,DECEMBER10

PUNJAB & Maharashtra
Cooperative (PMC)Bank has filed
an application before the adjudi-
cating authority under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act(PMLA)inDelhi, seeking resti-
tution of assets worth about Rs
100 crore of the promoters of
Housing Development &
Infrastructure (HDIL), that has
been seized by enforcement agen-
cies, according bank officials famil-
iar with the development.

Last week, PMC Bank moved
the application before the adjudi-
cating authority under section 8
of PMLA, which allows for restitu-
tion of assets before or during the
trial in a case. Restitution means
returning property or the mone-
tary value of loss to the proper
owner.

To support its plea, the bank
has also obtained no-objection-
certificates from the jailed pro-
moters of HDIL — Rakesh
Wadhawan and  Sarang
Wadhawan — and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for
restitution of these assets be-

longing to Wadhawans, seized the
agency. The plea is a part of the
RBI-appointed administrator’s ef-
forts to recoup a small part of the
huge losses of the bank due to its
exposure to HDIL.

The assets for which PMC
Bank has filed a petition include
jewellery worth Rs 60 crore and
high-end vehicles including two
Rolls Royce, two Land Rover, a
Mercedes and a Bentley among
others, all belonging to the
Wadhawan family.

The adjudicating authority is
likely to pass its order on the
bank’s application next week. If it
rules in favour of PMC Bank, then
this will be the first case of restitu-
tion in the country under the
PMLA.

The provision of
restitution/restoration of attached
property was introduced in PMLA
in 2015, three years after the
Saradha chit fund scam broke,
mainly to give relief to small de-
positors duped by ponzi schemes
or other fraudulent investment
schemes.However, since then, not
a single plea for restitution of as-
sets have been approved by the
special courts in cases pertaining
to money laundering.

‘Constant changes in GST have made
compliance difficult for small bizmen’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER10

THE CONSTANT changes in goods
and services tax (GST) have made
compliance difficult for small busi-
nessmen while unpredictability of
the tax law creates uncertainty,
Fifteenth Finance Commission
Chairman NK Singh said. The GST
rate has been revised 38 times
since its launch, leading to a clut-
ter of taxes, Singh said at the
launch of a book, “In Service of the
Republic”, written by Former
Finance Secretary Vijay Kelkarand
economist Ajay Shah.

Thebook hasargued thatasin-
gle GST rate of 10 per cent applied
to 70 per cent of India’s economy
would have resulted in 7 per cent
of GDP as tax revenue for the
Centre and the states. “The right
way to design the GST is a single
rate, a low rate, a comprehensive

‘Given the present
situation of our economy,
growthis far more
important than anything
elsein meeting various
objectives’

VIJAY KELKAR
FORMER FINANCE SECRETARY

base, with an elegantly simple ad-
ministrative system,” the authors
wrote in the book.

Otherskey themes highlighted
inthe book are the need to ensure
higher growth for meeting various
objectives and on the govern-
ment’s doing market-linked fewer
things while operating efficiently
in critical areas to address market
failure. “Given the present situa-
tion of our economy, growth s far
more important than anything
elsein meeting various objectives,”
Kelkar said at the panel discussion

‘China plans to
launch its own
digital currency’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BEIJING, DECEMBER 10

CHINA PLANS to launch its own
digital currency to stay ahead of
the global competition with its
central bank approving proposals
to conduct trials insome cities, of-
ficial media reported Tuesday.

China’s central bank — the
People’s Bank of China (PBC) —
has stepped up efforts to roll out
its Digital Currency Electronic
Payment (DCEP)as it seeks to stay
ahead of the competitionamong
central banks around the world
and help preserve financial sov-
ereignty, state-run Global Times
reported.

during the launch.

India’s GDP growthrate, at4.5
per cent in Q22019-20, has hita
26-quarter low, dragged down by
a contraction in manufacturing,
weak investment, and lower con-
sumption demand. Thisis the low-
est quarterly growth rate in the
five-and-half years of the NDA
government. Shah added the
country should focus onsustained
growth for a period of 30 years.

“India has come into middle
income witha $3 trillion economy.
We had great surge of growth from
1991 to 2001...the period after
2011 has seen a retreat from the
optimism of 1991-2011. This is a
cause for great concern. We have
a finite window of opportunity
with ayoung workforce. We must
getrich before we getold,” the au-
thors wrote.

“The pathway forward lies
in doing less” but effectively,
Shah said.

BRIEFLY

GoMonIGST
settlement

reconstituted

New Delhi: A Group of
Ministers on IGST settlement
issues was reconstituted
Tuesday and will be headed
by Bihar’s Deputy CM Sushil
Modi. Sources said the GoM
hasbeen modified as the GST
Council, last week, formed
the GoM under FM Nirmala
Sitharaman “inadvertently”,
who could not have headed
it since she also chairs GST
Council, to which the report
is to be submitted. ENS

BoB, Union
Bank, UCO
lower MCLR

New Delhi: Bank of Baroda
(BoB), Union Bank and UCO
Bank have lowered the mar-
ginal cost of funds-based
lending rates by up to 20 bps.

VS Sundaresan

takescharge
asSebiED

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi on Tuesday
said V S Sundaresan has
taken charge asits executive
director. Prior to the promo-
tion, Sundaresan was work-
ing as chief general manager
in enquiries and adjudica-
tion department of the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India.

RIL,ADNOC
agreementon

chemical facility

New Delhi: RIL and Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC) Tuesday signed a
deal to explore setting up a
facility in UAE to produce
ethylene dichloride.

Traiissues
noticeonrevised
MNP process

New Delhi: Traion Tuesday is-
sued a public notice on there-
vised mobile number porta-
bility process, which is slated
to make the porting process
fast and simple from
December 16. PTI

WTObanon
tariffs for digital
trade extended

Geneva: WTO members
agreed Tuesday to renew a
20-year moratoriumon plac-
ing tariffs on digital trade to
June 2020. REUTERS

‘DGCA nod for
Boeing facility
in Singapore’

New Delhi: The DGCA has
given clearance for a Boeing
training facility in Singapore
as per the Indian watchdog’s
certification process, accord-
ing to a senior official.

Crisil'stakeon
banks’high
retail loan book

New Delhi: Banks' retail credit
growthisup due to higherre-
liance on securitisation by lig-
uidity starved non-banking
lenders, and does not repre-
sent a higher credit pick-up
by small borrowers, says a
Crisil report. PTI

Appellate tribunal stays
NCLT move to make MCA
party to all insolvency cases

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) on
Tuesday stayed an order passed
by NCLT to make the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs a party toall ap-
plications filed under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
as well as the Companies Act.

An NCLAT bench headed by
Chairperson Justice S ]
Mukhopadhaya stayed the order
passed by the Principal bench of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) and fixed January

2, 2020, as the next date of hear-
ing. The appellate tribunal’s direc-
tion came over a petition filed by
the government through the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) challenging the NCLT or-
der. Inits petition, the government
said the order passed by NCLT was
beyond the power and jurisdic-
tion conferred toiit.

Passing an order on November
22 in the Oriental Bank of
Commerce versus Sikka Papers
case, the NCLT bench headed by
its President Justice M M Kumar
had directed that MCA should be
aparty toallinsolvency and com-
pany cases filed before it.
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AMERICA DID NOT settle a single refugee in
October. In November it admitted under
1,500, the lowest total for that month since
the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. A new
federal cap imposes a limit of 18,000 to be
resettled next year, down from 85,000 in
2016. Canada now welcomes more refugees
than its more populous neighbour.

The decades-long period in which
America resettled more refugees than the
rest of the rich world combined has come
toan end. The country long abided by an in-
ternational convention that individuals
who feared persecution because of their po-
litical opinions or their membership of par-
ticular social groups should get asylum.
During the cold war, refugees were over-
whelmingly perceived as democrats flee-
ing communist repression.

Definitions have since expanded. Thatis
partly due to changes in attitudes and do-
mestic laws. In 1994 the first asylum-seeker
won sanctuary on the basis of fearing per-
secution over sexual orientation. The Board
of Immigration Appeals ruled in 2014 that
Guatemalan women with repressive male
companions could count as a group deserv-
ing refugee status. In 2016 it added a simi-
lar ruling to cover Salvadorean women who
are abused. But the Trump administration
is trying to curtail the broadening of who
can count as a “persecuted group”. The re-
cent dip inresettlement numbers mostly re-
flects the shrinking federal cap on them (see
chart). A narrower definition of who may
claim asylum would also keep numbers low.

Stricter resettlement policies come with
a cost. They run the risk of shutting out peo-
ple like Wilmot Collins. As a young man en-
snared in Liberia’s civil war in 1990, Mr
Collins cheated death. Trapped in gun bat-
tles in Monrovia, the capital, he was twice
almost killed by government soldiers.
Seized by a rebel while he foraged for food,
he narrowly avoided execution. Elsewhere,
rebels beheaded his brother. Half-starved
and sick with malaria, he fled with his wife
aboard a cargo ship.

Four years later—and only after lengthy
vetting by un and American officials while
in Ghana—he reached Helena, Montana’s
sleepy capital. He and his wife left, he re-
calls, with “nothing but the clothes on our
backs”, arriving in an alien, snow-flecked
place. They stand out. Barely 0.6% of
Montanans are African-American. Explore
Helena’s dainty streets, cafés or offices and
almost only white faces appear.

Montanans mostly offered the Collinses
a generous welcome, but not all. Someone
daubed “KKK” on a wall by their house; Mr
Collins’s car was vandalised; a fake plane
ticket came in the post, with a message say-
ing “Go back to Africa”. He shrugged that off
as the ranting of “crazy people”. Now when
he hears politicians, including the presi-
dent, saying similar things he says he feels
“rotten”. He wants to show that people who
are granted sanctuary in fact help to make
America stronger.
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REFUGEE POLICY

Denying opportunities costs

What America could lose by curtailing refugee resettlement
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Wilmot Collins at a parade at the Montana State University. The former Liberian refugee running for the Senate shows the promise of asylum. Twitter@CollinsWilmot

Public attitudes to refugees are sharply
divided. Three-quarters of Democrats see a
duty to take them in, according to a Pew poll
last year; only one-quarter of Republicans
agree (a drop from the previous year). Some
Republicans worry about security, though
rigorous vetting helps to ensure refugees
are overwhelmingly law-abiding. In May
the Cato Institute, a libertarian think-tank,
estimated that an American has butaonein
3.86bn chance per year of being murdered
by arefugee in a terrorist attack. The chance
of being murdered by a native-born terror-
istis about 1in 28m.

Others claim refugees are an economic
drain. Yet where workers are scarce, they
are likely to be a boon. Most refugees are
employed within 180 days of arrival, points
out David Miliband of the International
Rescue Committee (IRC), which he says has
resettled 350,000 in America. Mr Miliband

IDENTITY DOCUMENTS IN AFRICA

Papers, please

African countries are struggling to build robust identity systems

THE FIRST THING that visitors to the
Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg seeis a
wall of identity cards—the pieces of paper
that determined where people could live and
work and whom they could love. From the
outset, the apartheid regime’s ability to dis-
criminate against “nie-blankes” (non-
whites) depended on having a robust system
of identifying people.

The opposite problem confronts most
other countries in Africa today. Governments
have little idea who their citizens are. Around
the world, about one billion people lack offi-
cial proof of their identities, reckons the
World Bank. Such citizens cannot, in many
cases, get services such as health
care, welfare and education. They
also struggle to exercise their rights
to vote or live in their home coun-
tries. States need this information,
too. Without it, governments have
no idea whom to tax, conscript and
protect, or where to allocate re-
sources.

This is not just a poor-world
problem. Britain was recently rocked
by the “Windrush” debacle, in which
dozens of citizens were wrongly de-
ported. But it is a particularly acute
problem in sub-Saharan Africa,
where one in two people cannot
prove his or her identity. It is not for
want of effort. Every country in the
region has either established or
plans to create a universal identity
programme.

Some countries, such as South
Africa and Botswana, have relatively
good programmes that register most
births and issue papers to almost all
of their people. At the other end of
the spectrum are countries like
Congo and Liberia, which are only
just getting started in registering

Sierra
Leone

*Childrenaged 0-5 years

births, never mind issuing identity docu-
ments (see map). In the middle are countries
that are upgrading from old, paper-based
systems to digital ones.

This is more complicated than it sounds.
Take Nigeria, which has 13 federal and three
state id schemes. The country’s National
Identity Management Commission (NIMC),
abody set upin 2007 with the purpose of is-
suing identity numbers and cards to Nigeria’s
180m people, has so far reached less than a
fifth of the population.

African countries struggle for several rea-
sons. One is racial discrimination. Uganda,
Liberia and Sierra Leone explicitly withhold
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is a former British foreign secretary.

A few years back, after the mayor of
Missoula, a city in western Montana, asked
for more refugees, the irc opened a reset-

nationality from children of certain races and
ethnicities. Other countries do so informally
by refusing to issue papers. Another reason is
a failure by governments to explain to their
citizens how they might benefit. Consider
birth registration, the most basic form of of-
ficial identity. South Asia more than doubled
its rate of birth registration to 71% between
2000 and 2014. In sub-Saharan Africa the
rate dropped by one point, to 41%, over the
same period. For poor villagers, going to a
government office to register a birth is time-
consuming and expensive, especially when
officials demand bribes. Some countries
charge a fee, which is a disincentive. Others
penalise late registrations.

One way to encourage peopleis to
link birth registration to benefits such
as child-support grants—something
South Africa did with great success.
But that approach may also have the
perverse consequence of denying pay-
ments to the very poorest.

Money is another reason many
African countries have fallen behind
their peers. Extending the state’s
reach to remote areas can be expen-
sive. So, too, is paying for skilled labour
of the sort required to fill in forms ac-
curately and to operate biometric ma-
chines. The technology itself is costly,
especially for small countries that do
not have much buying power.

Many governments have unwisely
bought proprietary systems, meaning
that they are forced to go back to the
seller for maintenance, upgrades and
new components. That can be expen-
sive. When Nigeria's NIMC wanted to
use its own card-printing machines,
the firm that had sold it software tried
to insist that Nigeria buy its machines
as well, says Tunji Durodola, an adviser
to the commission. (They eventually

tlement office. Many refugees now work in
supermarkets, hotels and other businesses
in the city. Theo Smith, who owns Masala,
a restaurant, says his workers from Congo,
Iraq and Syria are loyal and capable. The
(Republican) governor of nearby Utah, Gary
Herbert, appears to agree. He wrote to Mr
Trump in October asking for more refugees,
whom he called valuable “contributors” to
his state.

Within days of Mr Collins’s arrival, a
chance meeting with Montana’s governor
led to his first job, at a children’s home. He
has since been a caretaker and teacher. Six
months after getting to Helena he also en-
rolled in the National Guard. Long spells in
the navy and army reserves followed.

Two years ago he turned to politics. In
his speeches he has confronted misconcep-
tions that refugees pay no tax, take others’
jobs or even get free cars. He jokes indig-

nantly that somehow he missed out on
such mythical goodies. (In fact, those given
sanctuary must accept any job offered by a
resettlement agency, such as the irc, and re-
pay some of the cost of getting to America,
such as their plane tickets.)

In 2017 Mr Collins made history when
Helena’s voters picked him to run their city.
He became the first black mayor ever
elected in Montana. After moderate early
success as mayor—a funding boost for local
services, a plan for affordable homes—he s
running for the Senate with a promise to
make Washington more civil. Montanans,
even rural folk in remote areas, have been
nothing but supportive, he says.

His chances of becoming the junior sen-
ator from Big Sky Country are slender. Three
others are vying in the Democratic primary,
which takes place in June. All would be
overshadowed if Steve Bullock, Montana’s

Democratic governor, were to run for the
Senate. Whoever ends up taking on the
Republicanincumbent, Steve Daines, could
struggle. Mr Daines raised a mountainous
$1.2min the latest quarter; Mr Collins lacks
big donors. In the same period he gathered
only $84,000.

That, though, is not really the point. In
few countries would Mr Collins’s story be
possible. The candidate himself, a congen-
ital optimist, expects America’s readiness
to take in refugees to return. “On the whole,
Americans have an open door,” he says, de-
scribing how he was met at the airport in
Helena, in 1994, by a crowd of strangers
who held a banner that read “Welcome
home Wilmot”. But the America of 2019 is
less welcoming than before. The refugee
squeeze is just one sign of that.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

People apply for birth certificates in Ivory Coast. African countries struggle for several reasons. One is racial discrimination. Reuters

got help from Pakistan, which had software
that worked on any machine.)

But there are signs of change coming
from within the industry itself, spurred by
developments in an entirely different part of
the world: India. Like Africa, it is vast, poor
and home to more than a billion people. Yet
as asingle country India has tremendous ne-
gotiating power.

When India developed its “Aadhaar”
identity programme it invited leading firms
to bid—but with the caveat that they pro-
vide open-source software, or code that can
be examined and changed by others. This
allowed engineers to knit together differ-
ent bits of a system such as databases, enrol-
ment software, fingerprint scanners and so
on. The suppliers agreed because they did
not want to miss out on the biggest identity
bonanza the world had ever seen.
Moreover, India’s spending led to a big in-
crease in production, which caused prices to

fall across the industry.

The ripples of India’s big splash are now
lapping on Africa’s shores. Companies in-
cluding Idemia, Gemalto and De La Rue have
agreed to establish “open standards”. This is
one step short of open-source standards, but
it is enough to allow different bits of a sys-
tem to talk to each other. That would allow
countries to buy the parts they need from
competing companies, giving them greater
flexibility at lower costs.

Eleven countries, including Uganda,
Congo, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Mali and
Madagascar, have signed up to an industry
advisory committee to develop these open
standards. “The industry has been almost like
acraftindustry and now it’s moving towards
acommodity industry and standardisation,”
says Alan Gelb of the Centre for Global
Development, a think-tank.

Even as governments think about the
technical problems of recording identity,

they also need to grapple with the far more
consequential ones around rights, gover-
nance and privacy. The starkest warning of
the misuse of identity was in the Rwandan
genocide, where ID papers listed ethnicity,
making it easy to target Tutsis. Since dataon
religion and ethnicity are not needed to pro-
vide services, governments should not be
hoovering it up, yet many still do.

States should also be wary of denying
people their rights by creating a class of cit-
izens without papers. In Kenya, for example,
the government wants everyone to register
for ID cards, but it discriminates against
members of the Nubian minority by forcing
them to appear before a security panel to
prove their nationality. Modern identity sys-
tems promise to bring many benefits to
Africa. But as they proliferate, so too will the
temptation for politicians to misuse them.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3985

ACROSS DOWN
1 Like this rogue, when 2 Country which might provide
converted (9) aid in some way (5)
8 Itmay be set for lunch 3 Persistently appearsinakind
(5) of sunhat (6)
9 Presentday courtofficialgives 4 Two short of acomplete score
award (7) (8)
10 Girl, out of breath 5 Material seen around at the
(6) draper’s? (6)
11 Agood maninthe mine, 6 Aliterary contraction
though too old for the job (7)
(4.2) 7  Score, but taken from the field
12 Indistribution of income the (9)
company is thrifty (8) 11 Atearinthe printed sheet
15 It's presented at court indicates extraction
(8) (9)
18 Danced and swam 13 Charge too much?
(6) (8)
20 Medicines that vary in cost 14 Anexplorer needs onein
(6) support(7)
21 They'reassociated withheads 16 Lodge in temporary
and tails (3,4) accommodation
22 Single amp provides some (6)
light (5) 17 Therod may become very
23 No parasites, but they live off heated (3-3)
others(9) 19 Appearonstage torecord (5)

Solutions Crossword 3984: Across: 1Larking, 4 Piper, 7 Wave, 8 Muleteer, 10
Runner bean, 12 Stupor, 13 Alters, 15 Camping out, 18 Ungainly, 19 Pile, 20 Again, 21
Shingle. Down: 1 Lower, 2 Ravenous, 3 Grubby, 4 Prevailing, 5 Peer, 6 Reredos, 9
Decoration, 11 Becoming, 12 Satsuma, 14 Spells, 16 Theme, 17 Agra.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

are the termites of relationships - Henry Winkler (11)

MXAIO BENNTU
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

ASSISTANT COMMANDANT R K WADHWA
MAHAVEER CHAKRA (10.11.1940 -11.12.1971)
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade who led form the
front with unflinching resolve in the service

of motherland.
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

U/Lnk Bir Bahadur Gurung of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK)
made the supreme sacrifice during 'OP CACTUS LILY' in
Erstwhile East Pakistan on 11 Dec 1971 in a true act of val-
our. The brave soldier will always be remembered for his
raw courage and indomitable spirit. To this braveheart we
pledge that we shall always be guided by his immortal spir-
it and make his name proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE) (BATALIK)

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)
(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)

e-Tender Extension Notice

Aieh: 5875 /3. e e fafafie. ffaer gEm feqiem: 09.12.2019
Tender No. Short Description Estimated Revised Revised Tender
Cost in Earnest Tender Fee  Opening
Rs. Money in Rs. in Rs. Date & Time
18/2019-20 TF Oil filing system at Approx. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 20.01.2020
Workshop Aligarh (Jalalpur) Rs. 23.00 25,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Lac
22/2019-20 Supply and Installation of Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 24.12.2019

Machinery at newly workshop Rs. 202.00 2,10,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Lalitpur/Chitrakoot & Mahoba Lac
under EWD, Jhansi/Banda

23/2019-20 Repairing of T/F at newly Approx. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 20.01.2020

workshop Lalitpur/Chitrakoot Rs. 67.12 70,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
& Mahoba under EWD, Lac
Jhansi/Banda
24/2019-20 Supply and Installation of Fire ~ Approx. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 20.01.2020
Pump Set at workshops under Rs. 28.00 30,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
EWC, Agra Lac
31/2019-20 AMC of Machinery under Approx. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 24.12.2019
EWD, Agra/Aligarh Rs. 25.00 25,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Lac
33/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVAto 100  Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 24.12.2019

KVA T/F at workshop Aligarh Rs. 200.50 2,00,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
(Jalalpur) under EWD, Aligarh Lac

34/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVA to Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 24.12.2019
1000 KVA T/F at workshop Rs. 126.05 1,30,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Aligarh (Sarsol) under EWD, Lac
Aligarh

35/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVA to Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 20.01.2020
1000 KVA T/F at workshop Rs.311.00 3,10,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Panki(Sachendi) under EWD, Lac

Kanpur

36/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVA to Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 20.01.2020
1000 KVA T/F at workshop Rs. 160.15 1,60,000,00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Agra under EWD, Agra Lac

37/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVA to Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 20.01.2020

1000 KVA T/F at workshop Rs. 349.17 3,50,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Shikohabad under EWD, Agra Lac

38/2019-20 Repairing of 100 KVA to 1000  Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 20.01.2020
KVA T/F at workshop Mathura Rs. 142.78 1,40,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
under EWD, Agra Lac

39/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVA to Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 20.01.2020

1000 KVA T/F at workshop Rs. 311.00 3,10,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Kanpur (Jainpur) under EWD, Lac
Kanpur

40/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVAto 250 Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 10.01.2020
KVA T/F at workshop Rs. 184.40 1,80,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Farrukhabad under EWD, Lac
Kanpur

41/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVAto 250  Approx, Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 10.01.2020
KVA T/F at workshop Rs. 141.72 1,40,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Hamirpur under EWD, Banda Lac

42/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVAto 400  Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 10.01.2020
KVA T/F at workshop Banda Rs. 180.84 1,80,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
under EWD, Banda Lac

43/2019-20 Repairing of 10/16 KVAto 400  Approx. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 20.01.2020
KVA T/F at workshop Aouriya Rs. 83.81 85,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
under EWD, Kanpur Lac

44/2019-20 Reclamation of Dirty & Burnt Approx. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 10.01.2020

Transformer Oil (Including Rs. 270.00 2,70,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
Transportation) from the Lac

Transformer Repair

Workshops located at different

places under EWC, Agra

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit at eprocurement
portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at given address as follows:

Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass Road, Superintending Engineer (Workshop)
Sikandra, Agra 282007 (UP) Ph. No. 9068944455 D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (Workshop)
D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 3s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearineach of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
Ts=Veryeasy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SUDOKU 4056

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)
(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)

e-Tender Extension Notice

HieR: 5874,/ 3 e, e fafafafa, ffaer gumr feqter: 09.12.2019
Tender No. Short Description Estimated Revised Revised Tender
Cost in Rs. Earnest Tender Fee  Opening

Money in Rs. in Rs. Date & Time

45/2019-20 Replacement of 160 to 630 Approx. Rs. Rs. 38,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020

KVA Damaged T/F at various  38.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
workshops under EWD,
Banda.

46/2019-20 Replacement of 160 to 630 Approx. Rs. 65,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
KVA Damaged T/F at various Rs. 65.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
workshops under EWD, Lac
Jhansi

47/2019-20 Replacement of 160 to 630 Approx. Rs. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 10.01.2020

KVA Damaged T/F at various 103.00 Lac  1,00,000.00 (GST Extra)
workshops under EWD,
kanpur

48/2019-20 Replacement of 160 to 630

15:00 Hrs.

Approx. Rs. Rs. 60,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020

KVA Damaged T/F at various 61.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
workshops under EWD,
Aligarh

49/2019-20 Replacement of 160 to 630 Approx. Rs. Rs. Rs. 5,000.00 10.01.2020

KVA Damaged T/F at various 115.50 Lac  1,15,000.00 (GST Extra)
workshops under EWD, Agra

15:00 Hrs.

50/2019-20 Carriage of TF and Materials  Approx. Rs. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
under EWD Banda 100.00 Lac  1,00,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
51/2019-20 Carriage of TF and Materials Approx. Rs. Rs. Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020

under EWD Jhansi

52/2019-20 Supply of MS Bend Pipe at
various workshop under
EWC, Agra

53/2019-20 Supply of Silca Gel Breather  Approx. Rs. Rs. 36,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
at various workshop under 35.50 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
EWC, Agra

54/2019-20 AMC of CCTV Camera at
various workshops under
EWC, Agra

55/2019-20 Supply of Stationary at
various workshop under
EWC, Agra

56/2019-20 AMC of EOT Crain at various Approx. Rs. Rs. 30,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
workshops under EWC, Agra  30.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

57/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at Approx. Rs. Rs. 30,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
various workshops under 30.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.
EWD, Aligarh

58/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at
various workshops under
EWD, Kanpur

59/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at
various workshops under
EWD, Jhansi/Banda

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit at
eprocurement portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at given address as
follows:

Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass Road,
Sikandra, Agra- 282007 (UP) Ph. No. 9068944455

100.00 Lac  1,00,000.00 (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

Approx. Rs. Rs. 8,000.00 Rs. 1,000.00 10.01.2020
8.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

Approx. Rs. Rs. 50,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
50.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

Approx. Rs. Rs. 20,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
20.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

Approx. Rs. Rs. 35,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
35.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

Approx. Rs. Rs. 25,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.01.2020
25.00 Lac (GST Extra) 15:00 Hrs.

Superintending Engineer (Workshop)
D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (Workshop)
D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4055

E-TENDER NOTICE
Name of Work: Design, Supply, Erection, Commissioning, Construction
and Testing of Coal Handling Plant (3MTY) at HURA C OCP
(RETENDER). NIT NO. ECL/HQ/EnM/HOD/1155, Date: 01.10.2019.
Tender id: 2019 _ECL 151531 2. Estimated Cost: Rs.102,12,94,000.00
(Excluding GST). Tender Details: a) Document download start date:
12.12.2019, 10:00 Hrs. b) Document download end date: 06.01.2020,
17:00 Hrs. ¢) Bid Submission start date: 13.12.2019, 10:00 Hrs. d) Bid
Submission end date: 06.01.2020, 17:00 Hrs. e) Date of Bid Opening
(Part-1 and Part-II): 08.01.2020, 11.00 Hrs. f) Start date of Reverse
Auction: On date of opening of bid. For more information, please visit
website: https://www.coalindiatenders.nic.in.

Society for Applied Microwave
Electronics Engineering & Research
(SAMEER)

(Under Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology,
Govt. of India)
IIT Campus, Powai, Mumbai 400 076

TENDER NOTICE
SN DESCRIPTION TENDR NUMBER DUE DATE
01 Internal Painting to the SMR/MANT/GNO041 02.01.2020
Office Quarters At Powai /2020L/PT

02 Repairing and Renovation SMR/MANT/GNO042 02.01.2020
to the Chain Link fencing /2020L/PT
Compound Wall At Powai

Details of the tender can be obtained from
following  website  http://www.sameer.gov.in/ and
https://eprocure.gov.in/cppp/
For further enquiry : purchase @sameer.gov.in
Purchase Officer (022-25723030, 25727220/21/23

davp 06109/11/0015/1920
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
A change of planisa
good possibility at
the moment, largely
because you're free
from most pressures. The
Moon’s relationship to your
sign promises to assist
you in all domestic matters, all
the more so if you are
prepared to put your own
money forward.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Asound and
supportive lunar
trend augurs well for
success today,

whatever you are doing. There’s

plenty of time to update plans
and venture into fresh fields,
making moves which will be
useful later. You will runintoa
couple of minor obstacles, but
nothing you can’t handle.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Aword is needed
about your work,
worldly ambitions
and professional

prospects. There honestly

seems to be little chance that

you will succeed without a

good deal of sympathy

and support. Your best

move is, therefore, to charm

other people and persuade

them of the rightness of
your cause.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
There could be good
fortune in all matters
involving
communication and

ideas. In fact, it's aday to think

laterally and to make a dramatic
break from all stale habits,
attitudes and opinions — and to
keep friends and acquaintances
onyour side.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
This should be a
talkative sort of a
time. Trivial
problems could mar
the start of the day, but by mid-
morning you'll be back on
course. Events should run
heavily in your favour, all the
more so if domestic
expenditure is on the cards. A
fresh responsibility at
work could have a surprising
effect on your closest
relationships.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
This is definitely the
time to promote
your social image as
aconfident and
caring person. If you're on the
ball, people will look up to you
as the ideal person to represent
their interests. Do look after
yourself, though, and make
keeping fit your priority.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Major career
changes are still
pending, in spite of
all the upheavals
you've been through over the
past year or so. Today’s stars
bring a prosperous but
extravagant mood, and it
will be necessary to watch
your wallet. A financial
speculation could be a fine
idea, but you do need to have
all options covered.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Current planetary
influences seem set
to boost your
relationships but,

what the results will be, nobody

can tell. One thing is certain -
that you will be swept off your
feet by events over the next
three or four days. Take the lead
at home — your ideas may be
radical, but they're certainly

the best.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Your ruling planet,
Jupiter, has an
awkward habit of
dredging up all sorts
of hidden desires and longings
from your unconscious. There
are long-term questions which
can be dealt with now, mainly
by talking about them. You have
to have the confidence to say
what you really feel.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You may be feeling
more at ease, but
with the planetsin
their current mood,

there’s little time for relaxation.

You will, though, be laying solid

foundations for the future,

especially for business
expansion. Somehow,
somewhere, sometime, you're
going to find a new way to earn
more money.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
New career
possibilities are on
the horizon, but
even though events

are moving your way, they are

unlikely to come to fruition just
yet.In the long run, delays are
likely to work to your
advantage, yet first you have to
tackle a personal gripe.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Before long, news
from a distance
could be pleasing
and might containa

tantalising invitation. Day-to-

day chores should by now be
under control, so take a well-
earned break while you can. If
you can spend time by yourself,
pursuing a personal project, get
onanddoit.
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SNAP SHOTS

In Protest

NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING filmmaker
Jahnu Barua has withdrawn his film Bhoga
Khirikee (pictured), produced by actor
Priyanka Chopra, from the upcoming
Assam State Film Awards and Film Festival,
in protest against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill. The Padma Bhushan
awardee said that the leaders are “disrob-
ing the motherland” only because of
power politics. “l am very unhappy at the
ongoing situation regarding the bill. This
bill should not have happened. We be-
lieved the leadership, but they are not try-
ing to understand us. In such a situation, I
do not want to participate in such a pro-
gramme,” said Barua. The festival is sched-
uled to take place on December 26 and 27
in Guwahati. “The Assamese community
islanguage centric. There are people from
all religions and we want to remain like
this. Language is everything for us. If we
lose that, then what will happen? As an
artiste, I can clearly see what is going to
happen,” he added.

Breaking Down

ACTOR DEEPIKA Padukone broke down
at the trailer launch of her upcoming film
Chhapaak on Tuesday, saying she was at
a loss for words about the movie where
she plays an acid attack survivor. The ac-
tor called the film, directed by Meghna
Gulzar, her career’s most special project.
Itis based on the real-life story of acid at-
tack survivor Laxmi Agarwal. “I had only
thought that the trailer would be shown
and we will come on the stage but I did-
n’t think I would have to speak about it
too... Whenever | watch the trailer, I... Can
we talk about this later? [ am really sorry,”
said Padukone. “Usually, you have to sit
through the entire process and have to
decide whether you want to do a film or
not, and it’s not often where you know
instantly in first minutes of meeting a
director that this is what you want to
commit your life to and Chhapaak is that
for me,” she said. Written by Atika
Chohan, Chhapaak is scheduled to release
on January 10.

Tapestry Tales

Ritu Kumar on her exhibition ‘Kanaat’ and why
recycling is the way forward for sustainable fashion

EKTAAMALIK

LAST YEAR she took us to Uzbekistan and
central Asia through a curated exhibition of
textiles, weaves and weaving parapherna-
lia. Now, textile revivalist Ritu Kumar is turn-
ing our attention to India and its rich her-
itage, through “Kanaat”, a one-day
exhibition that is being showcased at her
newly opened home store.
The scenography and text for
the exhibition has been putin
place by textile designer
Mayank Mansingh Kaul.
Excerpts from a conversation:

If you could discuss the
significance of kanaat in
Indian textiles.

The word kanaat refers to
textile panels that were used
to create walls, screens and
tents over the centuries in
the Indian subcontinent.
Historically, many of these
were meant for furnishings,
interiors and architecture
and would form travelling
palaces, garden pavilions and
sacred spaces. They reflected
the outstanding genius of
Indian dyers, artists and
printers. At a time when
Indian contemporary textile
print designs have lost con-
nection with the excellence
of the past, this exhibition is
a reminder of their various
schools and regions which
flourished over time. Each

referred to painted and printed textiles
rather than miniatures.

Why do you think we have forgotten
this exquisite craft?
It has mostly been a natural progression.

As the British came, the kanaats slowly per-

haps lost their importance because the

armies never travelled that much. Earlier,

wars were fought over many months and it
came down to almost noth-
ing when the British took
over. Since these fabrics were
not very durable, with the
heat they must have dis-
solved or thrown away. Now,
if at all they exist, it is in mu-
Seums overseas.

You also started your
home furnishings line
earlier this year.

Home was always some-
thing we had in mind todo.In
fact, in the brand’s
early years, there were some
explorations in silk razais and
those pieces are still in my
home and those of our early
customers. So it was only a
matter of time that we started
developing this collection.

There is a lot of talk about
recycling/upcycling and to
make fashion sustainable.
Your thoughts?

I think we can go right
back to doing what we always
did in the yesteryears; recy-
cling old fabrics. In Bengal,

developeditsdistinctdesign Designer Ritu Kumar torn Kantha sarees were used
identity, while sharing a (top); adesign from one over the other with a run-
common sub-continental the exhibition ning stitch and they were re-

artistic sensibility — from

Serampore in Bengal to

Masulipatnam in south India, Kutch in
Gujarat, Sanganer in Rajasthan and
Farukkhabad in Uttar Pradesh. Kanaat is also
a result of cosmopolitan cultural encoun-
ters, through trade and migration, that en-
abled a vibrant artistic dialogue through
fabric, bringing unprecedented wealth to
the subcontinent. We have tried to recreate
large kanaats to mirror their actual size,and

vived as bed covers. Nothing

was ever really thrown away
and that happened because we were using
a lot of natural fabrics. Now, with fast fash-
ion, we have to change our thinking. Fashion
needs to be far more durable inits aesthetics
so that it lasts longer.

The exhibition will take place at
Ritu Kumar Home, South Extension II,
on December 12, 5-8 pm

Plucked Notes

Australian classical guitarist duo Slava and
Leonard Grigoryan on their multicultural repertoire

TANUSHREE GHOSH

THAT A good piece of music transports tolands
unknown is a hackneyed saying. However,
Grigoryan Brothers, touted as one of the finest
among their generation, evoke through their
music — calm, dulcet, invigorating, taking you
back in time — the imagery of sitting by and
witnessing sea waves, desert whirlwinds, or
walking down ancient Rome. It could well be
ascore foran espionage film or of a story of un-
requited love and separation.
Adelaide-based Slava, 43, and Sydney-
based Leonard, 34 (who has also played the
trumpet for years), are of Armenian descent,
who grew up in Kazakhstan and moved to
Melbourne, Australia in the 1980s. Their
album Bach Concertos, “arranged for us by our
father,” says Slava, “recorded with the Adelaide
Symphony Orchestra”, picked up awards af-

teritsrelease in 2019, including the AIR Award
for Best Independent Classical Album. Playing
together makes the solo-artiste brothers
“complete and richer in terms of musical and
sonic possibilities”. One part of the duo, Slava,
speaks about playing the plucked instrument,
their early days and influences, as they per-
form in Delhi today at the India International
Centre, in between Mumbai and Kolkata gigs.
The duo finds Indian audiences “incredibly
communicative and easy to connect with
artistically”. Excerpts:

Why the classical guitar and not
violin, since you first learnt music from
your violinist parents, or the Central
Asian fiddle or lute since you grew up
in Kazakhstan?

Both our parents loved the sound and sty-
listic flexibility of the guitar. This was the first
instrument I received as a six-year-old and it

Wrriter Vishwas Patil in Delhi Tashi Tobgyal; (below) cover of Panipat

‘A writer’s path to
wage war against big
directors is difficult’

Marathi writer Vishwas Patil, winner of this year’s Indira Goswami
National Literature Award, on the English translation of his novel Panipat
and why he sued filmmaker Ashutosh Gowariker

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

IF HE were to write about the recent po-
litical seesaw in Maharashtra following
the assembly elections in the state,

Marathi writer Vishwas Patil, winner of

the 2019 biennial Dr Indira
Goswami (Mamoni Raisom
Goswami) National
Literature Award, would
have done what he did with
his recent novel Nagkeshar:
he would have introduced a
daughter-in-law or two in
the plot instead of a
nephew. “This is the story of
two ambitious daughters-
in-law of a sugar baron —
their passion for power,
gimmicks for winning gen-
eral elections by hook or

uscript of Zadazadati — a novel about a
rural community being displaced be-
cause of the construction of a dam — in
translation, at the recommendation of
writer Amitav Ghosh and had called to
congratulate him. “At the insistence of
(award-winning Konkani writer)
Damodar Mauzo, Amitavji
had gone through the
manuscript... got to know
about it when I received a
phone call of appreciation
from Mahaswetaji,” he
says. Ghosh would refer to
Patil’s works again in his
2016 work of non-fiction
on climate change, The
Great Derangement. “l was
shocked to see my name in
The Great Derangement...
that a writer of his fame
remembered my work

crook and the undercur- |strongly feel that and my name even though
rents of Maharashtra poli- the balance of we were never in contact,”
tics,” says Patil, 60. destiny willgoinmy  says the writer.

In contemporary favourone day or These are memories
Marathi literature, the {heother that he holds dear but Patil,
Mumbai-based writer is a who was in the Capital to
stalwart, most of whose VISHWAS PATIL attend a literature festival,
books have been bestsellers  \WRITER wears his success lightly,

running into multiple

reprints. They have won accolades for
their intuitive portrayal of agrarian life as
well as his attempts at historical fiction.
From his Sahitya Akademi Award-win-
ning (1992) novel Zadazadati to Sambhaji,

his work has touched upon a range of

topics, from rural distress to historical
events and personages.

One of Patil’s dearest memories is a
phone call he received from writer and
activist Mahasweta Devi about a decade
ago. Devi had just finished reading a man-

insisting that it has taken
him years to be noticed by mainstream
publishers. This year, though, with the
English translation of Mahanayak being
published by Eka in July and that of Panipat
by Nadeem Khan last month, the former
civil servant, whose last posting was as
vice president, Maharashtra Airport
Development Corporation, has beenin the
thick of things.
The historical novel based on the third
battle of Panipat, foughtin 1761 between
the Marathas and Afghan ruler Ahmad

Leonard (left) and Slava Grigoryan Simon Shiff

stuck — Inever wanted to play anything else.

Who have been your classical guitar
heroes?

Those we had growing up were varied,
from John Williams and Julian Bream to the
Assad Brothers. But we always listened to,

played and were inspired by different styles
of guitar-playing — from Pat Metheny to Paco
de Lucia, Jimi Hendrix to Ralph Towner.

What is your first memory of music?
Probably of mum and dad practising
their instruments. They were always re-
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NOSES ARE RED

Street artist Banksy’s new mural, which shows
two reindeer pulling a homeless man on a bench,
appears to have been vandalised days after it
appeared at Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter.
The vandal has added red noses to the reindeer.

Shah Abdali, had changed the course of
Patil’s life. He was 22 when he had first
started working on the book. Six years
later, when the book was published in
November 1988, it had made him an
overnight literary sensation. “I was 28
years old then. Within 15 days,
I sensed that the book had made me a
hero. Not only common readers but also
historians, experts and literary critics ap-
preciated my work. Lots of awards were
showered on me. Former Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao, who was then the
chairman of the Bharatiya Jnanpith, read
it in Marathi and immediately brought
out its Hindi version. I got appreciation
from the masses as well as the classes,”
says Patil.

It's one of the reasons why Panipat is
particularly close to his heart and why he
felt compelled to sue filmmaker
Ashutosh Gowariker after he saw the
trailer of his just-released film by the
same name. “We insisted on getting the
script or watching the movie privately, in
the presence of advocates, but our plea
gotrejected in court (there was a hearing
on December 2). But I knew from the first
day that a writer’s path to wage war
against big directors, producers and dis-
tributors will be difficult. They are wor-
ried about their investment in hundreds
of crores in the project, but who will
bother about a regional writer’s invest-
ment of eight long years of his life (six
years for writing it and then this drama)?
Itis a fact that prior to 1988, the third bat-
tle of Panipat was considered a stigma for
the Marathas. But the balance of conven-
ience is bound to go in favour of big com-
panies. I strongly feel that the balance of
destiny will go in my favour one day or
the other,” he says.

hearsing, thinking about or listening to mu-
sic. It was a language that filled our house.
Our father was a professional drummer
(also a classically-trained violinist) for many
years and loved jazz. This was definitely a
genre that wasn’t easily accessible back in
the Soviet times.

Tell us about your family and the move
to Australia.

Our family name is Armenian. Our father
was born in Belarus and our mother was
born in what is now Ukraine. They moved
to Kazakhstan with their respective families
at the age of five. I was born in Almaty in
1976 and Leonard, in Melbourne, in 1985, af-
ter the family immigrated to Australia to
start a new life; our mother had a few
cousins living there. Being a country made
up of immigrants, we never felt unwelcome.
Music was a great platform for us to connect.
The guitar as an instrument had much more
cultural value in Australia than in the Soviet
Union back then, which made our develop-
ment possible.

As migrant artistes, do you think

migration adds to the art and culture of

aplace rather than taking away from it?
We grew up playing more music from

Angling Hours by Haren Das;
(top) Ellora Caves

Click on
Culture

The government
launches a portal
to showcase
Indian culture

DIVYAA

CULTURE MINISTER Prahlad Singh
Patel on Tuesday unveiled a portal on
Indian culture which, he said, brings
together all the cultural resources of
the country on one platform. Created
by the Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay, in collaboration with IGNOU,
over a course of three years, www.in-
dian culture gov.inis a digital resource of
documents, artefacts, paintings and
other items available in the archive.

“We are not able to display even
one-tenth of our cultural treasures to
the public, owing to lack of space. Our
history and culture should be outinthe
public domain so that more people in
the country and abroad can see and ex-
perience it,” said Patel.

The portal currently has details on
90 lakh items, including manuscripts,
archives, research papers, audio books
and folk tales. It also has information
on UNESCOssites, reports and proceed-
ings of various events organised by the
Ministry of Culture as well as details of
museum collections. This pertains to
all the organisations that come under
the aegis of the Ministry, such as the
National Archives of India, Gandhi
Smriti and Darshan Smriti,
Archaeological Survey of India and
Indira Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts.

The timeline of the content dates
backto4,000 years,and includes sculp-
tures and paintings from the reposi-
tory of the National Museum and sev-
eral rare manuscripts. Uttam Pacharne,
Chairman, Lalit Kala Akademi, said that
the institution has contributed some
portfolios to the collection and gradu-
ally, as many as 8,000 works from its
repository will go live on the portal.

Till now, all the content on the por-
tal pertains to the Ministry and its
branches, and the state museums and
archaeology departments haven’t
been involved. However, Patel said this
gap may gradually be filled. He admit-
ted that some of the information on the
portal may be incomplete or have dis-
crepancies, butit’s a work-in-progress,
and over the next year, the shortcom-
ings will be rectified.

Spain and South America than anywhere
else. In recent years, we've arranged and
recorded alot of classical repertoire not as-
sociated with the guitar. For instance, the
compositions of Tchaikovsky, Debussy
and Bach. We improvise a lot at recordings
and concerts, and other ‘tonalities’ (classi-
cal European, Soviet, Central Asian and so
on) can appear when we do this. This is
probably where our Australian influence
really comes through. Growing up in
Australia, we believed anything was possi-
ble, rules didn’t have to be followed like
they are in other countries with great
musical traditions.

How would you define your music?

That is tough to answer since we vary
things around so often. Our sound and tech-
nique can best be described as classical,
however, musically, we veer into other
worlds very often. Jazz, Latin and folk influ-
ences always have a way of coming through.
We've released 12 albums as a duo, are
working on a handful of new
projects/recordings: an album of Handel
keyboard suites, our first Spanish album as
a duo, a theatre work due for premiere in
July 2020 and composing for a commission
for the National Museum of Australia.
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Mumbai’s
Mulani takes
fiver after
making 89

DEVENDRA PANDEY
VADODARA,DECEMBER 10

SHAMS MULANI, the spinner who ac-
counted for half the Baroda line-up as
Mumbai closed in on a big first-innings
lead, had never wanted to become a
bowler. His father Zakir, a mechanical engi-
neer who loved the game, wanted his son
tobecome a batsman and he too had inter-
nalised that dream.

When he was nine, Shams was sent to
Matunga Gymkhana for coaching as Zakir
had started all the planning about his future.
Not only where he would get batting coach-
ing but the hours of the day were chalked
out: coaching, school, tuition and cricket talk.

It started off as planned when Shams
was picked as a batsman in Shivaji Park
Gymbkhana'’s selection trials before a prob-
lem emerged.

The Gymkhana had too many batsmen but
there was alack of enough bowlers at the nets.
Who would bowl to all those batsmen? And
when would his chance with the bat come?

So one day, just for fun, Shams decided
to roll his arm over. He didn’t know it then
but his ‘fun’ stints impressed legendary
Mumbai spinner Padmakar Shivalkar. “He
told me to take bowling seriously,” Shams
says. “My other coaches also felt that I
should not give up spin bowling; that it
would help my career in future.”

The coaches were indeed right; it was
his spin bowling that got him into Mumbai
age-group tournaments and later, into the
Mumbai senior team.

Shams, whose name means Sun,
sparkled for Mumbai against Baroda, scor-
ing 89 runs and then picking up a five-for.
First, it was Shams the batsman who came
to Mumbai’s rescue. He had a hundred-run
partnership for the eight wicket with
Shardul Thakur on the first day to help
Mumbai recover from a middle-order col-
lapse. Then, he added 77 for the last two
wickets as Mumbai reached 431.

First blow

Thakur struck the first blow with the ball
as Ajinkya Rahane pouched a stunning
catch, inches off the ground, to remove
Aditya Waghmode. But Baroda fought back
through the other opener Kedar Devdhar
and Vishnu Solanki before Shams got into
the act, with a little bit of help from wicket-
keeper Aditya Tare. Solanki had attempted
the sweep, missed, and Tare waited for a few
seconds after gathering the ball and as soon
as Solanki’s feet lifted in an effort to balance
himself, the bails were whipped off.

Shams didn't look back after that. He
prised out Deepak Hooda with one that
turned in sharply from the rough. Hooda
thrust his pad as a defence but the ball spun
behind him to hit the stumps. Then Krunal
Pandya fell, his defensive prod leading to a
catch at short leg.

Yusuf Pathan, who likes to sweep spin-
ners, tried it but was too early into the shot
and the ball lobbed off the bottom edge to
short midwicket. And soon, Shams had his
fifth wicket with Viraj Bhosale stumped.

Not that Shams’s spinning skills has en-
sured a smooth ride for him in Mumbai
cricket. A few years ago, he was told that the
spin cupboard was already full with three
left-arm spinners in the squad. He got a few
stray chances but would get only a few overs.

“I had told myself that the next time I
getachance I will dowell. It didn't happen
that year but in the following years I be-
came the main spinner and gradually pro-
gressed in Mumbai cricket,” Shams says.

[t wasn’t all one-way traffic though.
Devdhar fashioned a valuable unbeaten 154
to take Baroda through to 301 for 9. He was
at his best against Thakur, reeling out five
spanking square cuts to the boundary. Such
was his timing and touch that he slammed
four boundaries in one over from Thakur.
However, with wickets falling at regular in-
tervals, Devdhar had to be cautious. Now,
Baroda need a minor miracle from the last
wicket if they are to stretch Mumbai.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai first innings 401
all out (Shams Mulani 89, Shardul Thakur 64,
Yusuf Pathan 3-26)lead Baroda 301 for nine
in 69 overs (Kedar 154 not out, Vishnu
Solanki 48, Shams Mulani 5-99) by 130 runs
at the end of Day 2.

POOR START FOR SHANKAR

FROM BEING the batting all-rounder and a
possible solution for India’s No. 4 slot at the
World Cup toatoe injury that had ruled him
out of the tournament followed by losing his
place to Shivam Dube — the year has been
topsy-turvy for Vijay Shankar. He is a domes-
tic cricket thoroughbred and Shankar made
it to the Indian team by dint of his perform-
ance in the Ranji Trophy. He is leading Tamil
Nadu this season, but things didn’t go quite
according to plan in his first innings as cap-
tain. Shankar (12) was out leg-before to K
Gowtham, who took three wickets for
Karnataka, on top of his 39-ball half-century,
to put Tamil Nadu under pressure. Chasing
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IND vs WI: 3rRD T201

Live from Mumbai on Star Sports 1 and 3
— 7 pm onwards

Chandigarh’s Mohd Arslan plays a shot during his unbeaten 233 run knock against Arunachal on Day 2 of their Ranji Trophy match in Chandigarh. Kamleshwar Singh

Almas high-rise keeps UP on track

Opener makes 92 not out in hosts’ 175 in first innings, Mavi 3-9 burst ensures Railways don’t pull away

VISHAL MENON
MEERUT,DECEMBER 10

HAJI SHAUKAT Ali has been in the construc-
tion business for more than a decade now,
and undertaken numerous housing projects
and built high-rises that dot Kanpur's posh
Civil Lines area. However, his youngest son
Almas never showed an inclination to follow
in his footsteps.

Whenever the youngster has shown a
penchant for skyscrapers, it has been on the
cricket field. Back in 2015, Almas racked up
760runs at the U-23 level, which earned him
the prestigious MA Chidambaram Award for
being the most prolific batsman at the junior
level. He made his first-class debut the fol-
lowing year, and began with 128 on debut
against Madhya Pradesh at Moradabad.
People who watched Almas bat back then
still rave about the scintillating stroke-play.

Four years later, the builder's son would
catch the eye again as he carried his bat foran
unbeaten 92 that gave Uttar Pradesh a real-
istic chance of enforcing a result in their Ranji
Trophy season-opener against Railways. At
stumps on Day 2, Railways were reeling at
58/5 in the second innings after Uttar
Pradesh folded for 175. The visitors are still
136 runs ahead by virtue of their 78-run first-
innings lead, leaving the game tantalizingly
poised with two days to go.

Almas may have missed out on his sec-
ond first-class ton, but under the circum-
stances in which he got those runs, it was
worth much more than a three-figure score.

Batsmen have generally had a tough time
at Meerut's Victoria Park over the first two
days' play, as pacers from both teams ac-
counted for 23 out of the 25 wickets to fall.

Almas Shaukat (left) with Yash Dayal.

In such trying conditions, two batsmen stood
out. On Monday, debutant wicketkeeper-
batsman Dinesh Mor's splendid 91 not out
propelled Railways. And on the second day;,
it was Almas's splendid rearguard that fu-
elled the home team's hopes.

Day 2 mirrored the opening day's play. If
anything, there was more dew, which played
into the hands of the Railways pacers. Their
three-pronged attack — comprising Amit
Mishra, Pradeep Poojar and debutant

Himanshu Sangwan — feasted in the morn-
ing session, running through Uttar Pradesh
like a hot knife through butter. They never
got over-excited with the conditions on of-
fer and married sustained pace, swing and
seam with pin-point accuracy. Barring
Almas, the rest of the Uttar Pradesh batsmen
looked clueless. By lunch, they had lost half
the side for under 50, and barely an hour into
the afternoon session, they would lose an-
other four wickets and were tottering at
101/9. All this while, the opener watched the
carnage from the non-striker's end.

Throwing caution to the wind

With No.11 Yash Dayal for company, Almas
decided to counterattack. The left-hander un-
leashed a series of fierce cut and pull shots that
threw the pacers off line. The hour preceding
the tea break was the most profitable period
of play for Uttar Pradesh as their last-wicket
alliance swelled on the back of such audacious
stroke-play. Almas biffed five sixes and looked
poised to reach the three-figure mark when
Karn Sharma cleaned up Dayal for 19.

Despite conceding a significant lead, the
Uttar Pradesh bowlers came out firing in the
second innings. Dayal dismissed the
Railways openers cheaply, before Shivam
Mavi's triple strike gave them more reason
to be hopeful.

Making a comeback to the team, Almas
provided a masterclass on how to bat on a
sporting pitch. He borrowed Mor's template
— blending patience with positivity — and
reaped rewards. This knock also illustrates
the strides he has taken as a batsman since
his opening season in 2016, which he fin-
ished with 462 runs. Even back then, his tal-
ent was never in question. It's just the con-
sistency that was missing.

Almas's childhood coach Shashikant
Khandekar, who has followed his progres-
sion ever since he walked into his Kamala
Park academy with an oversized kit bag a
dozenyears ago, says: “He made his way into
the Uttar Pradesh Ranji Trophy squad on the
back of amountain of runs at the U-19 and U-
23 levels. But he was still too young and in-
experienced. So, after his debut century,
there were a string of matches where he
couldn't maintain the consistency he had
shown on the junior circuit.”

The coach attributes the inconsistency to
alack of match awareness. “It's a fad to score
runs quickly in all formats, so that selectors
and IPL scouts take notice of them. Almas
was only 20 back then, and I think he fell into
that trap.”

When he got dropped the following sea-
son, Almas did not sit in a corner and sulk.
He went back to the nets, spoke with his
coach and friends to find ways to re-calibrate
his game and become a better player. Luckily
for him, help also came from home — his
elder brother Ashraf Ali was a former first-
class cricketer, who represented India at the
U-15 Asia Cup and World Cup back in 2000.

“The fact that his elder brother was alsoa
former cricketer helped. Ashraf was also an
opener, who played most of his first-class
cricket under Mohammad Kaif,” says BCCI
scorer AP Singh. Going forward, his Uttar
Pradesh team-mates would hope that
Almas's latest knock is just the beginning of
amajor boom in the 24-year-old's career.

BRIEF SCORES: Railways 253 and 58/5
(Nitin Bhille 18, Shivam Mavi 3-9, Yash Dayal
2-19) versus Uttar Pradesh 175 (Almas
Shaukat 92 not out, Saurabh Kumar 21; Amit
Verma 4-52, Himanshu Sangwan 4-71).

Baby steps up, Kerala stride towards first-innings lead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THUMBA (KERALA), DECEMBER 10

SKIPPER SACHIN Baby punished a listless
Delhi attack to hit 155 as Kerala gained com-
plete control for their Group A tie, first by
posting a mammoth 525 for 9 and then re-
moving the two opposition openers. Left-
handed Baby, carried on the good work done
on the opening day by centurion Robin
Uthappa and Ponnam Rahul (97). His 274-
ball knock had 13 hits to the fence.

His innings was the primary reason that
Kerala went past the 500-run mark as a tired
Delhi side lost both its openers -- Anuj Rawat

Karnataka’s first innings total of 336 all out
— Ravi Ashwin returned with 4/79 — Tamil
Nadu finished the day on 165/4, with Dinesh
Karthik batting on 23. The veteran now
holds the key to Tamil Nadu’s run chase.

BRIEF SCORES (AT DINDIDUL): K'taka
336 (K Gowtham 51; R Ashwin 4/79) vs
Tamil Nadu 165/4 (K Gowtham 3/61)

SAURASHTRAHOLD BACK PUJARA

Saurashtra have held back Cheteshwar
Pujarain a tricky fourth innings chase. With
the bowlers ruling the roost in a low-scor-
ing game, Saurashtra’s chances now de-
pend on their most accomplished batsman,

cleaned by off-spinner Jalaj Saxena and Kunal
Chandela (1) edging one to Mohammed
Azharuddeen behind stumps off pacer
Sandeep Warrier.

Skipper Dhruv Shorey and his deputy
Nitish Rana were at the crease and the only
other specialist batsman in the side is left-
handed Jonty Sidhu.

Delhi will first look at a score of 376 to
avoid follow-on and take it from thereon.
However it looks an uphill task at the mo-
ment in the manner the match has panned
out so far. After looking pedestrian on open-
ing day, Delhi bowling seemed to have found
its mojo back for a brief period when Vishnu
Vinod (5) and Azhar (15) were dismissed in

quick succession reducing Kerala to 310 for 5.

Justwhen it seemed Delhi would do well
to restrict the hosts under 375, Baby and
Salman Nizar (77 off 144 balls) added 156
runs at a decent pace to gain the momen-
tum. Delhi's specialist — debutant leg-break
bowler Tejas Baroka (3/128 in 30 overs), offie
Shivam Sharma (2/112 in 34 overs) and or-
thodox slow left-arm Vikas Mishra (1/107
in 34 overs) had the ignominy of conceding
100 runs each.

Baby had 13 hits to the fence while Nizar
hit nine fours and two sixes. Once Nizar was
out, Baby shielded the tail as another 31 in-
valuable runs were added with
Karaparambil Monish (9) which took the

RANJI ROUND-UP

with aresult looking imminent on the third
day. Chasing 162 for victory, Saurashtra fin-
ished Day Two on 96/3. Pujara fell cheaply
in the first innings but given that he is yet
tobat at the second dig, Himachal Pradesh
would be under pressure going into the
third day. Earlier, Himachal Pradesh
medium pacer Vaibhav Arora’ six-for kept
his team firmly in the game. But Jaydev
Unadkat returned the favour with a six-
wicket haul during Himachal Pradesh’s
second innings to tilt the scales to
Saurashtra’s advantage.

SCORES (AT DHARAMSHALA): Himachal
Pradesh 120 and 182 (Ankush Bains 74, Rishi
Dhawan 53; Jaydev Unadkat 6/51) vs

Saurashtra 141 (Vaibhav Arora 6/48)and 96/3.

RARE FAILURE FOR GILL

Shubman Gill had a rare failure at this level,
but skipper Mandeep Singh scored a century
that secured a first innings lead for Punjab.
Gill versus Khaleel Ahmed could have been
the showstopper in this game - the country’s
best young batting talent against a promis-
ing young fast bowler. As it turned out, Gill
was caught behind off Tanveer Ul-Haq for 12,
while Ahmed went wicketless in his 18 overs.
Mandeep, though, played a fabulous knock,
scoring 122, hitting 17 fours and a six.

BRIEF SCORES (AT JAIPUR): Rajasthan

score closer to 500.

Baby, who scored his sixth first-class hun-
dred, was the eighth batsman out, bowled
by all-rounder Lalit Yadav (2/47 in 21 overs)
trying to up the ante. Once the ninth wicket
fell, Baby decided to declare, rightfully deny-
ing Delhi's shoddy bowling attack a chance of
getting the opposition all-out.

BRIEF SCORES: Kerala 1st Innings 525/9
decl (Sachin Baby 155 off 274 balls, Robin
Uthappa 102 off 221 balls, Ponnam Rahul
97 off 174, Salman Nizar 77 off 144 balls,
Tejas Baroka 3/128, Shivam Sharma 2/112,
Vikas Mishra 1/107 in 34 overs). Delhi 1st
Innings 23/2.

257 vs Punjab 290/6 (Mandeep Singh 122,
Gurkeerat Singh 68).

J&KEYEVICTORY

Jammuand Kashmir are set to start their Ranji
campaign with a win, thanks to their pace
duo of Mohammed Mudhasir and Ram
Dayal, who shared nine wickets between
them to bundle out Uttarakhand for 84 in
their firstinnings. Mudhasir bagged a five-for,
Dayal accounted for four wickets. Chasing 403
forvictory, Uttarakhand were reelingon 18/3
at stumps on Day Two.

BRIEF SCORES (AT DEHRADUN): Jammu
and Kashmir 182 and 304 (Fazil Rashid 73

Arslan hits
Chandigarh’s
first Ranji
double ton

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 10

MOHAMMED ARSLAN Khan became the
eighth Indian to score a double century on
first-class debut on Tuesday with an un-
beaten knock of 233 against Arunachal
Pradesh at the Sector 16 Stadium.

Khan thus joined a select group —
which includes Gundappa Vishwanath,
Amol Muzumdar, Anshuman Pandey,
Manpreet Juneja, Jiwanjot Singh, Abhishek
Gupta and Ajay Rohera.

With Chandigarh declaring their first
innings at 503 for two before removing six
Arunachal Pradesh batsmen for 164 runs
by the end of the second day's play, the
hosts still led by 192 runs. Khan could have
broken Rohera's record for the highest
score on Ranji debut (267*) but the 20-
year-old said such moments can wait.

“I could have scored a few more runs
but what I got are also enough. My target
was to play patiently till I reached 200 as
the odd ball was turning and keeping low.
Thoughts of going for 300 had come to my
mind but with the rain in the forecast, the
team needed time and such moments can
wait,” shared Khan.

The fact that the double ton came at a
venue where he had watched an India-
Australia ODI as a child in 2007, without a
ticket, made it even more special. When
Arslan told his elder brother Shahnawaz,
captain of the Panjab University cricket
team, about his interest in cricket, he was
enrolled at a local academy, but it was a
visit by Yuvraj Singh's childhood coach
Sukhwinder Bawa prompted the youngster
to take the game more seriously.

Penchant for big scores

Bawa took Khan to Gurgaon and the
coach also decided to get him into
Himachal Pradesh junior teams with
Chandigarh still having no affiliation with
BCCI. Khan, who represented Chamba dis-
trict till this year, had scored 211 against
Bilaspur in the Himachal Pradesh Inter-
District Trophy before joining Chandigarh.
He played for the union territory's U-23
team and amassed 699 runs, including five
centuries and two half-centuries, in the
BCCI U-23 one-day tournament in
Bhubaneswar last month.

Resuming at 119 runs on Tuesday, Khan
hit five boundaries and one six in the first
hour to reach 150. Post drinks, he scored 82
runs off 54 balls hitting nine boundaries
and three sixes.

“I started cricket watching my elder
brother Shahnawaz play at the Panjab
University grounds. When Bawa sir de-
cided to take me to Gurgaon, my parents
and brother were a bit worried but it was
not. Sometimes, [ would catch the bus
straight to Himachal Pradesh to play U-16
and U-19 matches and would not even stop
at Chandigarh. I was not part of the
Chandigarh team for the Vijay Hazare and
Syed Mushtaq Ali tournaments, and I knew
I had to earn my spot and the five centuries
and two half-centuries in U-23 competi-
tion gave me the belief that I can make it to
the Ranji team,” the 5'4” opener, whose fa-
ther Zabih Ullah Khan runs a tailoring
showroom in nearby Sector 17, said.

Khan was 34 runs short of Rohera's
record when Chandigarh declared their
first innings after 76 overs. Khan and skip-
per Manan Vohra had added 172 runs for
the second wicket with the captain hitting
124 off 82 balls.

“We had the declaration in mind as we
thought rain can come on Wednesday
morning too. Records are okay but the team
always come first and Khan will have his
opportunities to score 300 in the future too.
[ had to wait for a long time for my turn to
bat as Khan and Shivam Bhambri batted
superbly. I was able to gain momentum
quickly and batting is easy on this Sector
16 Stadium wicket once you are set. It's
good to get runs in Chandigarh colours,”
said Vohra.

BRIEF SCORES: Arunachal Pradesh 147
and 164/6 in 45 overs (Rahul Dalal 75 bat-
ting, Gurinder Singh 3/42) vs Chandigarh
503/2 declared (Mohammed Arslan Khan
233 not out, Manan Vohra 124, Shivam
Bhambri 124).

not out, Abdul Samad 60; Rahil Shah 5/74)
vs Uttarakhand 84 (Mohammed Mudhasir
5/13,Ram Dayal 4/28) and 18/3.

GOLDEN DUCK FOR JAFFER

On his 150th appearance in the Ranji Trophy,
Wasim Jaffer got a golden duck. CV Stephen,
Andhra’s most successful bowler with three
wickets, castled him. But Ganesh Satish’s un-
beaten century and his 184-run fourth wicket
partnership with Mohit Kale ensured that
Vidarbha comfortably tooka first innings lead.

BRIEF SCORES (AT VIJAYAWADA):
Andhra 211 vs Vidarbha 268/4 (Ganesh
Satish 113 not out, Mohit Kale 82).
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Lanka 2009, Lanka ’19:
Test cricket finally
returns to Pakistan

PTI/AP
RAWALPINDI,DECEMBER10

THE RETURN of Test cricket to Pakistani soil
is an emotional occasion, captain Azhar Ali
said on Tuesday but that will not come in the
way of his team's efforts to make amends for
adisastrous tour of Australia.

Pakistani players will play Test cricket at
home after a gap of 10 years when they take
on Sri Lanka in a two-Test series starting here
on Wednesday. A 2009 terrorist attack on the
Sri Lankan team had led to a freeze on cricket
in Pakistan, which has been playing its home
matches on neutral venues.

“All the players are very emotional about
this Test series. It is great to be back to our
home grounds and I just hope that Test
cricket returns regularly to Pakistan now,”
Azhar told a media conference.

Azhar also conceded that the series is a
make-or-break situation for his team it has
not been playing well in Test cricket for some
time now. Pakistan lost 0-2 to Australia

“It is unacceptable the way we lost in
Australia. The last two series in South Africa
and Australia have been tough for us. We
know how important this series is. We need
to turn to reverse our results and get back on
the winning track as there is a lot of pride in
Pakistan cricket and we need to win back the
confidence of the fans,” he said.

Asked if the presence of former Pakistan
coach Mickey Arthur in the Sri Lankan camp
would make a big difference to the series as
he had worked with the Pakistan team for
three years, Azhar said the South African's
experience would be good for the visiting
side.

“Obviously he knows a lot about us as he
had worked with us for three years. But in
modern-day cricket I think nowadays every-
one is updated about other teams. We had a
plan for David Warner in Australia. It didn't
work. So we are ready to take up any of the
challenges he (Arthur) will throw at us,” he
said.

The under-pressure Pakistan skipper also
made it clear that Sri Lanka would be a tough
side to beat even in home conditions.

“Sri Lanka has always been a tough team
because they play disciplined cricket. We also
have to play disciplined cricket in every de-
partment. Test cricket demands disciplined
cricket. You can't win a Test in one session
but you canlose a Test in one session. So one
has to be disciplined to beat Sri Lanka at
home or away," he said.

“We have to rely on our bowling attack.
Yasir Shah didn't do well in Australia but he
has won us many matches and I think he will
return to his old self in this series. We have
confidence in our attack and we are backing
them," he added.

About his own poor form, Azhar con-
ceded that every captain has a playing role
in the team and if he performs well, it sends
out the right message to other players.

“lam aware of the situation and Iam try-
ing to get back into form. In terms of playing,
I am happy it is just that [ have been unable
to transfer my innings into big scores and |
am working on that,” he said.

“If, after 10 years of top cricket I can't han-
dle the pressure then I shouldn't be playing
for Pakistan. I just focus now on how I can

best play arole and help the team win. I want
to contribute to our team winning matches,"
he added.

There is a forecast of rain here on the sec-
ond and third days of the match.

Azhar said one can't say for certain how
much time is required to rebuild the team.

“We have never kept patience and we
don't give the rebuilding process time. I think
these players have a lot of potential and they
will soon come out of their comfort zone
once they play under different conditions.
We have to keep patience instead of calling
for changes,” he asserted.

No more neutral venues: Mani

PAKISTAN WILL no longer look for neutral
venues to stage home international cricket
matches. “The onus will be on the other
teams to tell us why they can't play in
Pakistan,” Pakistan Cricket Board chairman
Ehsan Mani said on Tuesday. “Our default po-
sition will remain that Pakistan is safe. We
play cricket in Pakistan (and if) you want to
play against Pakistan you have to come to
Pakistan.”

The PCB organized almost all of its home
matches in the United Arab Emirates. In the
last four years, the PCB staged short limited-
overs tours against the likes of Zimbabwe,
the West Indies, Sri Lanka and a World XI to
show the cricket world it could host tours
safely.

SriLanka agreed to play two Test matches
in Pakistan only after it visited Karachi and
Lahore three months ago and played an inci-
dent-free series of one-day internationals
and Twenty20s.

“It's only logical that cricket comes
home,” Mani said. “People have a perception
of Pakistan which is very, very different to
the reality of what is happening on the
ground in Pakistan today. The concerns that
people had about Pakistan, certainly for the
last year or two, were not what the ground
reality is.”

Top cricketing officials from Australia,
England, Ireland, and the international play-
ers' association have visited Pakistan in the
last six months. “When they see the ground
reality, it's a different attitude,” Mani said. “In
fact, it was very nicely put by the chief exec-
utive of Cricket Ireland. He said, ' have to
think of a reason why we shouldn't be com-
ing to Pakistan'.”

Mani said he's had discussions with offi-
cials from Cricket Australia and England and
Wales Cricket Board and he hoped that both
countries will tour Pakistan in the next three
years. “lam absolutely confident thatin 2021
we'll have England and in 2022 we'll have
Australia,” he said. “We're not due to play
New Zealand now till about 2023-24, but our
default position is that Pakistan will play all
its home matches in Pakistan.”

Despite the impending return of Test
cricket, Mani conceded there might notbe a
capacity crowd for the Test, in stark contrast
to the packed stadiums in Lahore in October
when Sri Lanka whitewashed Pakistan 3-0
inthe T20 series. “Look, Test cricket had been
losing (crowd) support in the subcontinent,
in fact around the world apart from England
and Australia,” he said. “People prefer to go
and watch the white-ball cricket (T20s and
ODIs) but it doesn't mean that people don't
follow test cricket.”

A police commando outside the Pindi Stadium where Pakistan will host Sri Lanka
in the first of two Test matches from Wednesday. AP

SYDNEY SMOG

SPORT 23

Day Three of the Sheffield Shield match between New South Wales and Queensland underway even as smoke-haze from bushfires engulfs the SCG. Reuters

M Queensland skipper Usman Khawaja
complained of breathlessness. "When we
arrived here this morning, it reminded
me of playing in India. I was surprised the
bowlers were bowling for that long.”

M Spinner Steve O’Keefe suggested that
kids in Sydney should be kept indoors.
"For someone like me who smokes 40 a
day, it’s now smoking 80 cigarettes a day,”
he said.

M Local reports spoke of commuters
battling smoke and ferry services getting
cancelled. At SCG officials and medics
kept assessing the Air Quality Index (AQI)
but the haze didn't hamper play.

B While close to 3,000 firefighters
struggled to fight bushfires across New
South Wales, the AQI reached 11 times
higher than the “hazardous” level at
the SCG.

Time to knock cover off the ball

India's top batsmen have not embraced power-hitting and this could hurt them when setting a target

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 10

IN THE T20 World Cup season, the fretting
has already begun: That India don’t set tar-
gets as well as they chase down. Not that
their successful chase in the first T20 game
against West Indies was clinical. It took a
high-risk approach from Virat Kohli, who
likes to bide his time for a while before he
starts rolling.

[t was a sensational knock from him that
got India over the line but his batting ap-
proach does tend to jack up the requiring rate
and he has to then play out of the skin to pull
off a win. Never mind that game as the ask-
ing rate was pretty high from the start and it
might seem churlish to pick on an awesome
knock but we have seen a curious sense of
caution from him often over the years, be it
inIPL or in international T20s.

More importantly, it’s just not him, the
Indian T20 batting as a whole has a sense of
lethargy about it. Barring KL Rahul, who likes
to fire away from the start, the rest tend to al-
most bat within themselves. And no won-
der, it comes to the fore when they bat first
without the guiding hand of the target to
force them.

Rohit Sharma likes to take a few balls and
no harm in it as he is the opener and more
often than not tends to make up by the end
of Powerplay itself. But when saddled as he
was with Shikhar Dhawan, whose T20 bat-
ting was a bit of concern as he would seem
content to roll along run-a-ball or less, the
situation would get a bit tight. Now with
Rahul, Sharma has more breathing space to
continue with his preferred innings-build-
ing approach.

Indians tend to bat without overtly wor-
rying about the strike rate. As if they are hell-
bent on making the T20 format play out like
50-over game, if you get the idea. They rarely

Shooter Ravi Kumar fails dope test

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

DAYS AFTER leading cager Satnam Singh was
suspended for failing a dope test, it has
emerged that Asian and Commonwealth
Games bronze medallist shooter Ravi Kumar
is staring at a lengthy ban for testing positive
for a prohibited substance earlier this year.
The 29-year-old rifle shooter flunked a dope
test after returning from the Munich World
Cup. He tested positive for a beta-blocker, ac-
cording to a National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) official. NADA's disciplinary panel
conducted a hearing in Kumar's case last
week and a decision is imminent.

Kumar, like Satnam, has tested positive
for a drug that falls under the ‘specified sub-
stance’ category of the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA), which means he could es-
cape with alenient sanction and not the four-
year ban imposed otherwise. WADA defines
prohibited substances as ‘specified’ and ‘non-
specified’ to ‘recognise that it is possible for
a substance to enter an athlete’s body inad-
vertently.

Itislearnt that the anti-doping sleuths col-
lected Kumar's urine sample during the se-

lection trials at Delhi's Karni Singh Shooting
Range in June. After the NADA intimated its
decision, Kumar opted for provisional sus-
pension. Although Kumar, a national team
regular, has not been a part of the squad after
the Munich World Cup, a National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI) official said he
continued taking part in selection trials after
he received a 'no-objection’ from NADA.

“Since it was a specified substance, he
was given the exemption to compete domes-
tically but with arider that even if he finishes
in the top three at the trials, he will not be
picked for the Indian team,” the official said.

During his hearing, Kumar is believed to
have defended himself by saying that the
drug 'inadvertently' entered his body after
he took a medicine for migraine. Blocking
agents generally reduce blood pressure,
which comes in handy for precision sports
like shooting where a steady hand is crucial
for an accurate shot.

Kumar has won medals for India at World
Cups and Asian Championships, apart from
multi-discipline games. He, however, could
not book a quota for next year's Tokyo
Olympics. Divyansh Panwar and Deepak
Kumar have earned two quotas - the maxi-
mum a country can earn - for the Games.

Dope scandals very disturbing:

Sports Minister

After NADA revealed that more than 150
athletes have failed dope tests in India this year;,
sports minister Kiren Rijiju said on Tuesday
that the scandals are 'very disturbing’. “Iam
not saying all dope offenders took prohibited
substances unintentionally, some take inten-
tionally but there are others who take them
without knowing the contents of drugs,” Rijiju,
who was speaking at a function where actor
Suniel Shetty was named NADA's brand am-
bassador, said. “That's why thereis the need to
spread awareness about clean sports, about
being careful in what you take in as supple-
ments, etc. Besides conducting an aggressive
campaign against intentional doping, there is
also a need toimpart awareness to those who
don't have intentions to cheat but were found
doping because of lack of knowledge.”
doping offences this year have doubled com-
pared to 2018. As per NADA, 156 athletesin 19
sports - including Olympic disciplines like ath-
letics, shooting, boxing and weightlifting — have
failed dope tests. NADA director general Navin
Agarwal said the country's Tokyo-bound ath-
letes will be under constant scrutiny and will
be tested multiple times before the Games.

All-rounder Shivam Dube at No.3 provided India with firepower at the top in the
second T20 International at Thiruvananthapuram. P11

indulge themselves; but like to play along a
few overs and see what happens. Does a
bowler crack under pressure in the last half
of the game?

In franchise cricket, maybe they do, but
not always in an international attack. Then
the pressure keeps building up, and suddenly
they are left staring at a situation of 25-30
runs short. So, it was good in that respect to
see Shivam Dube walk out at No.3 in the sec-
ond game. Not that it worked but it seemed
to suggest that the team is thinking to do
something about intent.

It’s clear that they have to do something.
Rishabh Pant is vital and even more so is
Hardik Pandya, when he returns. The final
assault can be left to those two but the mid-
dle order needs to do lot more.

Kohli’s case is most interesting. He has
the run tally in T20s but he can still give the
impression that he hasn’t yet cracked the for-
mat. Perhaps, its this format that throws up
the biggest challenge for him still. Abatsman
with conventional array of shots — apart from
those dazzling swat-flicks of course — and
who targets traditional areas is almost forced
to extend himself in this format.

But he can come across a bit reluctant. He
is one of the best in Tests and has the 50-over
game worked out insanely well. In those for-
mats, he can afford to play almost within
himself but the T20 puts the sternest test on
him.

In IPL, you could still understand it a bit;
perhapsit’s the presence of AB de Villiers and
other hitters around him that sort of pushes

Indians tend to bat without
overtly worrying about the
strike rate. As if they are
hellbent on making the T20
format play out like 50-over
game, if you get the idea. They
rarely indulge themselves; but
like to play along a few overs and
see what happens.

him towards that approach. Everything looks
hunky dory if he bats for the majority of the
overs, then not only does he catch up but
makes sure the opponents are punished.

Butevery now and then, it does throw up
pressure on the other batsmen if he gets out
after batting for say 25 balls for run-a-ball or
less. The other batsmen then have to make
up the run-rate and they fall short.

Perhaps, that was one of the reasons
Dube was tried out at No.3 to see if he can
fire away from the start and then Kohli can
get a better idea of a potential target to set
when he comes to bat.

The puzzling thing is that the Indian bats-
men have the game to amp it up, as Kohli
showed in the first and as Sharma has shown
in the past, especially in IPL, but perhaps its
time to shrug off the internal shackles and
let it flow a bit.

Else, the same middle order problem that
killed their 50-over world cup dreams can
return to haunt them at T20 as well.

Unless they start extending themselves
in the games in the next couple of months,
they won'’t quite know how much they can
push and extend themselves. It's one thing
if you don’t have the arsenal but it would be
a pity when you have the power game, and
shy away from deploying it.

Jwala launches academy, promises to
produce players with personalities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

BADMINTON STAR Jwala Gutta, on
Tuesday, launched her centre of excellence.
But the centre, she insists, won't merely
churn out players. “Personalities,” she says.
“I want to develop an individual in a way
that it reflects who they actually are.”

Arguably, it is this trait of hers that led
her to being sidelined from the national
team. Gutta's remarks against national
coach Pullela Gopichand and the constant
bickering for close to adecade hasled to an
unpleasant equation between the two.

Gutta has expressed her unhappiness
that the national badminton camps are
held at Gopichand's academy in
Hyderabad. That Gopichand was also a se-
lector led her to raise the conflict of inter-
estissue.

Now, Gutta has launched her own acad-
emy in Hyderabad at a time when she her-
self is in the selection committee.

“l didn't have a choice,” she says.

Jwala Gutta along with Olympic
medallists, boxer Vijender Singh and
wrestler Sushil Kumar. P11

“Having an academy would probably also
give me some strength. It's like my muscle.
[ can speak more. I go to selection commit-
tee meetings and 90 percent of them
are from one place. I am left defending the
other 10 percent. I think we needed
a second option in our country. It was high

time.”

The 'second option', as she calls her cen-
tre, is spread over 55 acres and comprises
14 courts.

The space, she says, has been bought on
lease using her father's retirement bene-
fits and selling one of their houses. The sup-
port promised by the state government
seven years ago, of giving her land, was
never kept, she claims.

Her long-term plan is to convert this
into a Sports Authority of India centre.
Whether it is realistically possible remains
aquestion as SAl already supports a centre
run by Gopichand in Gachibowli. Gutta says
she won't coach the trainees herself, but
will don the role of a mentor.

“I have already approached (SM) Arif sir.
He will look over the academy overall. We
will appoint two foreign coaches. I will
need at least 10 coaches for 14 courts, so |
am looking for Indian coaches. But I'll be
mentoring. [ know who's capable of coach-
ing and who is the real coach (laughs).
Coachingis very pious and frankly, it's a lot
of hard work,” she says.
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Goal drought

in the makin

AGENCE FRANCE
PRESSE
MADRID, DECEMBER 10

DIEGO SIMEONE has calledita
transition season for Atletico
Madrid but while he was the
best man before, results have
raised doubts about whether
heis right for what comes next.
A 1-0 defeat at home to
Barcelona this month crushed
Atletico’s chances of rejoining
LaLiga's title race before a draw
away at Villarreal on Friday
might have made itimpossible
for another year.

Yet less than an hour after
Lionel Messi darted inside and
fired a winner into Jan Oblak’s
bottom corner, Simeone was
framing Atletico’s season in a
way he had never done previ-
ously. “You have to understand
the enormous amount of
change that has taken place in
the team and we need time to
improve,” he said. “We must
understand we are in a year of
transition.” When Antoine
Griezmann, Lucas Hernandez,
Diego Godin, Rodri, Juanfran
and Filipe Luis all departed last
summer, the fear was not that
Atleti would need time but that
they might not recover at all.

Then as the replacements
came in, expectations rose.
Joao Felix, Hector Herrera,
Kieran Trippier, Marcos
Llorente, Renan Lodi, Mario
Hermoso and Ivan Saponjic all
signed, with Felix the headline
arrival. The 126 million euros
Atletico paid Benfica for the
Portuguese gem increased
hope a new erawould usherin
a new style too. But Felix was
19, now 20, and in the starting
line-up against Barcelona,
there was not a single player
over the age of 29. More than
just experience, Atletico have
lost leadership and a sense of
identity.

Godin, Juanfran and Filipe
Luis were respected figures in
the dressing room and three out
of the four-man defence Atletico
had come to be defined by.

“My Spanish is bad and my

PLAYING TONIGHT

Shakhtar vs Atalanta
Zagreb vs Man City
Brugge vs R Madrid
AMadrid vs Moscow
Bayer vs Juventus
PSG vs Galatasaray
Olympiakos vs Zvezda
Bayern vs Spurs

Live on Sony Network

words can be confused,” said
Simeone, referring to the idea
of a transition on Friday. “I
speak of players like Lodi, who
is 21 years old, and has re-
placed someone like Filipe,
who is 34. But I have eight
years here as a coach and three
asa player and anyone that be-
lieves the word transition
means just sunbathing and
waiting for the flowers to come
out, they don’t know me.”

Few would doubt
Simeone’s sense of urgency but
the fate of someone like Arsene
Wenger at Arsenal, where
Simeone has been linked with
amove, shows stagnation even
under a cherished coach can
only last so long.

Simeone’s problem has not
justbeen high expectations. His
claims of inexperience would
be more persuasive if Atletico
were suffering from naivety.
Instead, their weakness, an all
too familiar one, has not been
in throwing away leads but
rather failing to take them.

When they won the title in
2014, Atletico had scored 43
goals at this stage of the season.
In the last three, they had 29,
25 and 24 by now and this term
they have managed only 16.
Tactically, Simeone’s tendency
is to prioritise solidity at the
back but he appears to have
been too cautious in the trans-
fer market too. Alvaro Morata’s
form has been encouraging but
with four league goals, he is al-
ready some way behind chief
scorers at Real Madrid and
Barcelona.

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU

Phone No. 0191-2561578, Fax No. 0191-2547807

E-Mail: sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

Hue and Cry Notice
Rule No. 712/191

SDPO Akhnoor vide his office communication No. 18699-1900/SDA
dated 28.11.2019 has intimated that accused Harjeet Singh @ Kala S/O
Late Tara Singh R/O Seri, Chak Bhalwal is evading his arrest in case FIR
No. 268/2019 U/S 341/323/147/148/382 IPC of P/S Akhnoor, since the
commission of crime.

It is therefore requested that Hue and Cry Notice of above men-
tioned accused is being published for the information of Police establish-
ments/ Public in general having any clue related to the whereabouts/pres-
ent location of above named accused, kindly communicate the same on
the below mentioned contact/ Telephone numbers.

Description Roll:

Name Harjeet Singh @ Kala

Son of Late Tara Singh

Permanent Address Seri, Chak Bhalya

Age 44 years

Build Normal

Height 5 feet 8 Inch

Complexion Wheatish

Contacts/Telephone Numbers:

1. DPO, Jammu- 0191-2547807, 0191-2561578

2. SSP Jammu Mail I1.D:- sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

3. PCR Jammu:- 0191-2542000

4. SP Rural:- 0191-2605949

5. SDPO Akhnoor :- 01924-252244

6. P/S Akhnoor :- 01924-252225

Dt a010 Sr. Superintendent of Police,
DIPJ-10392 Jammu
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