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Boris seeks Brexit win as UK. votes today

Possible outcomes range from a landslide victory for Tories to a hung Parliament, say pollsters

REUTERS
LONDON

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson looks on course to
win Thursday’s election
though the race has tight-
ened markedly and he can
no longer be sure of a major-
ity, according to opinion
polls published on the eve of
the vote.

The December 12 election
has been described by all
parties as Britain’s most im-
portant in memory, with
Johnson calling for a big ma-
jority so he can swiftly pull
Britain out of the EU next
month.

The main opposition La-
bour Party promises a new
referendum on Brexit and a
renationalisation of utilities
and railroads in its most left-
wing platform for decades.

YouGov, which accurately
predicted the outcome of the
last election two years ago
with an elaborate survey that

estimates the outcome in in-
dividual constituencies, cut
its forecast for Mr. Johnson’s
likely parliamentary majori-
ty by more than half to 28
seats. Two weeks ago it had
forecast a majority of 68.

Possible outcomes range
from a landslide victory for
Mr. Johnson to a hung Parlia-
ment with no party in con-
trol, YouGov said, given the
possibility of “tactical vot-
ing” in dozens of closely
fought constituencies to de-
ny a Conservative victory.

“It could not be tighter,”
Mr. Johnson, the face of the
Leave campaign in the 2016
referendum, said on Wed-
nesday when asked about
the opinion polls showing a
tighter race. He delivered
milk to voters before sunrise.

In a last minute pitch for
votes, both Mr. Johnson and
Labour leader Jeremy Cor-
byn went on whistlestop
tours of the country.

Labour supporters listening
to their leader Jeremy Corbyn
in Bristol. =arp/FILE

Mr. Corbyn called on vo-
ters to reject the politics of
despair and division he said
the Conservatives had sown
and urged Britons to vote for
justice and equality.

The YouGov model indi-
cated Mr. Johnson’s Conser-
vatives were on course to
win 339 seats in the 650-seat
House of Commons with
43% of the vote, versus La-
bour’s 231 seats with 34% of
the vote.

While that would be the

Pak. court indicts Hafiz Saeed
on terror financing charges

The anti-terrorism court adjourned the hearing till Thursday

Conservatives’ best perfor-
mance in seat terms since
Margaret Thatcher’s 1987 vic-
tory, YouGov said the Con-
servatives’ tally could fall
anywhere from 311 to 367.

A poll by Opinium showed
Mr. Johnson’s lead over La-
bour had narrowed to 12 per-
centage points from 15.

Brexit paralysis

Mr. Johnson called the snap
election to break what he
said was the paralysis of Bri-
tain’s political system after
more than three years of cri-
sis over how, when or even if
to quit the EU.

He has promised to “get
Brexit done” by January 31 if
he wins a majority. Mr. Cor-
byn has said he will negotiate
a new Brexit deal maintain-
ing closer trade and financial
ties with the EU, and then
grant a new EU referendum.

Polls open at 0700 GMT
on Thursday and close at

CPJ: China is
biggest jailer
of journalists

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

At least 250 journalists are

2200 when an exit poll will
give the first indication of
who has won.

While there have been
countless polls in the run-up
to the election, YouGov’s
“Multilevel Regression and
Post-Stratification Model” is
seen as the most meaningful,
offering a prediction of seats,
rather than just vote share.

It crunched data from
more than 1,00,000 inter-
views over seven days, using
demographics, the specific
circumstances in individual
constituencies, and national
statistics to come up with a
projection. “We absolutely
cannot rule out the 2019
election producing a hung
parliament - nor can we rule
out a larger Conservative ma-
jority,” said Anthony Wells,
YouGov’s director of political
research. Labour are fore-
cast to lose 31 seats, taking
them to the worst perfor-
mance since 1983.

China tight-lipped on naval
exercise in Indian Ocean

Iran had said it would hold a naval drill with China & Russia

MEHMAL SARFRAZ Gill denied the charges per- jailed around the world, ATUL ANEJA
LAHORE taining to terrorism financ- with the largest number BEIJING
An anti-terrorism court ing on their clients’ behalf. held in China, amid a grow- Chinese Foreign Ministry on

(ATC) indicted Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) chief Hafiz Saeed

Judge Bhutta ordered the
prosecution to complete the

ing crackdown by authori-
tarian regimes on indepen-

Wednesday declined to con-
firm that China was partici-

on terror financing charges evidence for a fair trial. dent media, a press pating in a joint military ex-
on Wednesday in Lahore. The court had earlier watchdog group said on ercise with Iran and Russia,

An FIR against Saeed and postponed the indictment Wednesday. amid signals that Beijing and
other JuD leaders Abdul due to the unavailability of Many of those impri- Tehran were considering a
Ghaffar, Hafiz Masood, one of the suspects. Indict- soned face “anti-state” long term blueprint of mili-

Ameer Hamza and Malik Za-
far Igbal was registered in Ju-
ly on charges of terror fi-
nancing.

The case against Saeed
and the others was regis-
tered by the Counter-Terro-
rism Department (CTD) in
Gujranwala.

Saeed was brought to the
court under strict security.

Hafiz Saeed

Court proceedings went on
for over an hour in ATC-1 un-
der Judge Arshad Hussain
Bhutta.

Saeed and other JuD lead-
ers’ lawyers Naseeruddin
Advocate and Imran Fazal

ment is a standard proce-
dure in a criminal trial. The
next hearing of the case will
be held on Thursday.

Saeed is the alleged mas-
termind of the 2008 Mum-
bai terror attacks that killed
166 people. He also has a
bounty on his head worth
$10 million by the U.S. go-
vernment.

charges or are accused of
producing “false news”,
according to the report by
the New York-based Com-
mittee to Protect Journal-
ists (CPJ).

The report also cited
Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Eritrea, Vietnam,
and Iran for their jailing of
journalists.

tary collaboration.

In response to question
on the reported exercise in
the Indian Ocean, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, Hua
Chunying, deflected the qu-
ery to the Chinese Ministry
of Defence.

On December 3, Iran’s na-
val chief Rear Admiral Hos-
sein Khanzadi said during a

Suu Kyi denies Myanmar
oenocide allegations at ICJ

‘Gambia provided an incomplete, misleading picture of events’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
THE HAGUE

Myanmar’s former pro-de-
mocracy icon Aung San Suu
Kyi on Wednesday denied
that her country’s armed
forces committed genocide
against the Rohingya minori-
ty, telling the U.N.’s top court
that the exodus of hundreds
of thousands of Muslims was
the unfortunate result of a
battle with insurgents.

In a measured tone, Ms.
Suu Kyi calmly refuted alle-
gations that the army had
killed civilians, raped wo-
men and torched houses in
2017 in what Myanmar’s ac-
cusers describe as a deliber-
ate campaign of ethnic
cleansing and genocide that
saw more than 700,00 Roh-
ingya flee to neighbouring
Bangladesh.

She said the allegations
stem from “an internal
armed conflict started by
coordinated and compre-
hensive armed attacks... to

Aung San Suu Kyi

which Myanmar’s defence
services responded. Tragi-
cally, this armed conflict led
to the exodus of several
hundred thousand Mus-
lims.”

Ms. Suu Kyi told the court
that the African nation of
Gambia, which brought the
legal action against Myan-
mar on behalf of the 57-
country Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, had pro-
vided “an incomplete and
misleading factual picture”

of what happened in Rak-
hine state in August 2017.

Gambia alleges that geno-
cide was committed and is
still ongoing. But Ms. Suu Kyi
said developments in one of
Myanmar’s poorest regions
are “complex and not easy
to fathom.” She detailed how
the army responded on Au-
gust 25, 2017, to attacks by
insurgents trained by Af-
ghan and Pakistan extre-
mists.

Addressing the court in
her capacity as Myanmar’s
Foreign Minister, Ms. Suu
Kyi insisted that the coun-
try’s armed forces had tried
“to reduce collateral dam-
age” during fighting in 12 lo-
cations. While conceding
that excessive force might
have been used and that one
helicopter may have killed
“non-combatants,” she said
a Myanmar investigation is
looking into what happened
and should be allowed to fin-
ish its work.

Bougainville votes to become
world’s newest country

98% of voters back independence from Papua New Guinea

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BUKA
Voters backing Bougain-
ville’s independence from
Papua New Guinea have
won a landslide referendum
victory, according to results
released on Wednesday — a
major step toward the trou-
bled isles becoming the
world’s newest nation.
Chairman of the Bougain-
ville Referendum Commis-
sion Bertie Ahern declared
that 1,76,928 people -

meeting in Tehran with Lieu-
tenant General Shao Yuanm-
ing, deputy chief of Joint
Staff Department in China’s
Central Military Commis-
sion, that the trilateral exer-
cise, codenamed Marine Se-
curity Belt, will be held on
December 27, Iran’s semi-of-
ficial Fars news agency
reported.

Admiral Khanzadi further
sought Chinese support to
build destroyers and
submarines.

Earlier, the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post, quoting Chinese mili-
tary analysts, reported that
China is expected to limit its
involvement in a joint naval

around 98% of voters — had
backed independence with
just 3,043 supporting the op-
tion of remaining part of Pa-
pua New Guinea with more
autonomy.

The announcement
prompted loud cheers, ap-
plause and tears as dignitar-
ies soon burst into song,
with strains of the islands’
anthem “My Bougainville”
ringing out. “Happy is an un-
derstatement,” said nursing

The historic vote caps a
decades-long peace process
and a long recovery from a
brutal civil war between
Bougainville rebels, Papua
New Guinea security forces
and foreign mercenaries
that ended in 1998 and left
up to 20,000 people dead —
10% of the population.

“Now, at least psychologi-
cally, we feel liberated,” said
John Momis, the priest-
turned-leader of the autono-

graduate Alexia Baria. mous region’s government.

ELSEWHERE

Greta Thunberg is Time's
‘person of the year'

NEW YORK

Teen activist Greta Thunberg
has been named Time's
Person of the Year. Heading
for home after a U.N. climate
conference in Madrid, Ms.
Thunberg said she wanted to
dedicate the honour to all
young activists. ap

drill with Iran and Russia to
non-combat forces to under-
line its desire not to be
drawn into Middle East con-
flicts. “Participation in for-
mal military exercise in the
Persian Gulf could turn the
waterway into a hotspot,
and that may mean trouble
for Beijing,” the daily quoted
Zhou Chenming.

On the same day, Moham-
mad Bageri, chief of Staff of
the Iranian Armed Forces,
said, “Iran’s Leader (Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei) views Teh-
ran-Beijing relations as stra-
tegic. The Chinese President
has also similar view to-
wards the issue,” the Tehran
Times reported.

Zardari gets bail

on medical grounds
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan's former President
Asif Ali Zardari was on
Wednesday granted bail on
medical grounds by a court
here in two corruption cases,
making him the second jailed
senior politician in over a
month to get similar relief. p1i
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FAITH
Saguna and Nirguna

God is seen at times as personal rather than impersonal, and
to some He appears as one with form while others claim He
is formless. Is one to worship the Absolute Brahman, Un-
changing and Unmanifest, or the Brahman who is manifest
in the entire creation and assumes many personal forms,
asks Arjuna in the Gita. Krishna replies that whatever mode
of worship is adopted, the aspirant should have total faith in
the Lord and be engaged in constant meditation with the
aim to seek Him alone. Adi Sankara too endorses this view,
for he knows too well that except for a select few, Nirguna
worship, though superior and ultimate, cannot be practised
by a majority of the people, pointed out Swami Vidyashan-
kara Saraswati in a discourse.

But Saguna Upasana and meditation appeals to many
spiritual aspirants who may be at different levels of realisa-
tion. The only danger in this path is that the upasaka should
not stop with mere worship of the deity or form but should
be able to go beyond and understand the infinite, inscruta-
ble, endless, limitless nature of the Brahman. In the Shadpa-
ti Stotra, a work extolling the greatness of Vishnu, His incar-
nations, and His infinite auspicious attributes, Adi Sankara
points out that the jivatma is of the essence of the Paramat-
ma even as the waves in the ocean. While the waves belong
to the ocean, the ocean can never become part of the waves.

Sri Ramakrishna says Nirguna and Saguna are only two
sides of the same coin. Nirguna Brahman can be compared
to an infinite ocean. . Through intense cold at places water
freeze into ice, the formless water appears as having form.
Through intense love for devotee the formless Brahman ma-
nifests as having form and personality. But forms and as-
pects disappear to one who reaches the highest Samadhi.
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