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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Saturday: Thunderstorm  accompanied  with  light
ning  likely  at  isolated  places  over  Chhattisgarh.  Dense  fog  in
isolated  pockets  very  likely  over  Madhya  Pradesh,  Vidarbha,
Odisha, south Assam and Meghalaya.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................. -....28.3....12.4 Kozhikode..................... -....35.2....24.6

Ahmedabad............ -....30.3....16.4 Kurnool ........................ -....32.1....19.2

Aizawl.................... -....20.3......8.5 Lucknow.................... 16....17.1....15.6

Allahabad......... 16.6....25.0....15.9 Madurai ........................ -....31.0....22.6

Bengaluru .............. -....28.2....17.4 Mangaluru .................... -....36.1....23.0

Bhopal ............. 21.6....25.9....16.4 Mumbai ........................ -....30.4....19.5

Bhubaneswar.......... -....30.1....19.5 Mysuru ......................... -....28.1....16.8

Chandigarh ........... 6....19.2....13.1 New Delhi .............. 33.5....18.7....12.8

Chennai ................. -......... -....23.4 Patna ........................... -....18.8....16.6

Coimbatore ............ -....31.0....20.6 Port Blair...................... -....30.3....25.7

Dehradun ......... 20.1....15.8....10.4 Puducherry ............... 3.6....27.4....21.4

Gangtok................. -....12.7......7.7 Pune............................. -....29.7....15.9

Goa........................ -....33.5....21.8 Raipur .......................... -....28.6....18.4

Guwahati ............... -....26.6....12.6 Ranchi .......................... -....23.7....15.4

Hubballi ................. -....29.0....17.0 Shillong........................ -....19.4......5.9

Hyderabad ............. -....30.0....18.7 Shimla.................... 12.8......9.8......1.9

Imphal ................... -....23.0......6.7 Srinagar.................. 24.5......... -.... -1.0

Jaipur ................ 9.8....19.5....14.0 Thiruvananthapuram.......... -....33.6....24.0

Kochi ..................... -....33.0....24.6 Tiruchi.......................... -....30.0....22.4

Kohima .................. -....19.2......6.2 Vijayawada ................... -....30.6....21.4

Kolkata .................. -....28.2....19.2 Visakhapatnam .............. -....30.5....22.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Patna, Bihar recorded
an overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 351 indicating
an unhealthy level of
pollution. In contrast,
Maihar, Madhya Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 36.

Ahmedabad..... 35 .15 11 ....99 ...92 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 10 .38 40 ....66 ...84 ....*

Chennai .......... 24 .23 48 ....67 ....... ....*

Delhi .............. ..3 .24 53 ..288 .139 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..2 .61 34 ....81 ...76 ....*

Kolkata........... 17 .80 22 ..305 .252 ....*

Lucknow ......... 20 .42 76 ..305 ....... ....*

Mumbai .......... 12 .97 15 ..205 .145 ....*

Pune............... 85 .19 51 ..108 ...89 ....*

Visakhapatnam 11 .49 47 ....61 .100 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

‘Sitharaman among 100
most powerful women’ 
NEW YORK

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, HCL Corporation

CEO and executive director

Roshni Nadar Malhotra and

Biocon Founder Kiran

MazumdarShaw have been

named among the world’s

100 most powerful women

by Forbes. The Forbes 2019

list of ‘The World’s 100 Most

Powerful Women’ has been

topped by German

Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Ms.Sitharaman is ranked 34th

on the list. PTI

IN BRIEF

Supreme Court grants
relief to Salman Khurshid 
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday

granted protection from any

coercive action to Congress

leader Salman Khurshid in the

alleged offence of

trespassing into an office of

the Delhi Public School

Society in south Delhi here. A

Bench of Chief Justice S. A.

Bobde, B.R. Gavai and Surya

Kant issued notice to Delhi

government and the police on

a plea by Mr. Khurshid

challenging the High Court’s

order dismissing his plea for

quashing of summons. PTI

ED attaches ₹��10 crore
assets in ponzi scam
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate

has attached properties

worth over ₹��10.20 crore of

Ambidant Marketing Private

Limited and other accused

persons in a ponzi scheme

case. The assets attached

under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act

include land and residential

flats in Bengaluru, besides

movable properties totalling

₹��1.40 crore. The agencies

found that the accused

offered returns up to 15% per

month to lure investors. 

The deadline for the govern
ment’s Accessible India cam
paign  that  aims  at  making
public  spaces  friendly  for
persons with disabilities has
been extended due to “slow
progress,”  the  Ministry  of
Social Justice and Empower
ment has informed the Lok
Sabha. Minister of State  for
Social Justice and Empower
ment Krishanpal Gurjar said
“due  to  slow  progress,  re
vised  deadlines  have  been
extended to March 2020.” 

The decision was taken by
the Central Advisory Board
chaired by Social Justice and
Empowerment  Minister
Thawar Chand Gehlot. 

Answering  a  question

from  Shiv  Sena  MP  Dhai
ryasheel Sambhajirao Mane,
Mr.  Gurjar  said  Statewise
details of the facilities for the
disabled  at  railway  stations
were  not  maintained,  but
the  Indian  Railways  was
committed to making its sta
tions accessible. 

Shortterm  facilities  like
standard  ramps,  nonslip
pery  walkways,  signages,
disabledfriendly toilets and
help  desks  are  included  in
the plan.

In  the  longterm,  inter
platform  transfer  and  en
graving on the edges of the
platforms are proposed. 

Regarding Central govern
ment  buildings  maintained
by the Central Public Works
Department,  the  reply  said

211  CPWD  buildings  had
been made accessible. In all,
a total of ₹��354.45 crore had
been  released  for  making
1,058 public buildings acces
sible  around  the  country,
the  reply  said.  Under  the
Rights of PwD Act, 2016, all
existing  and  new  public
buildings have to follow the
accessibility standards noti
fi��ed on June 15, 2017. The ex
isting  buildings  were  given
fi��ve years to comply. 

The original deadlines un
der  the  Accessible  India
campaign were July 2016 for
conducting  an  accessibility
audit  of  2550  of  the  most
important  government
buildings  in  50  cities  and
making them completely ac
cessible and March 2018. 

Targets missed, Accessible India
campaign’s deadline extended 
It aims at making public spaces friendly for the disabled 

Damini Nath 

NEW DELHI

Former Army chief Gener
al V.P. Malik on Friday stat
ed  that  policymakers  had
not learnt due lessons from
the Kargil war, leaving the
nation  vulnerable  on  the
security front. 

He  was  speaking  at  the
Military Literature Festival,
where he expressed disap
pointment over “the lacka
daisical attitude of the pol
itical  class”  towards  the
defence needs of the coun
try.  “We  should  have  by
now  built  enough  indige
nous defence capacity plat
forms,”  said  Gen.  Malik,
who headed the force dur
ing  the Kargil war, adding
that Parliament should de
bate the issue.

At a panel discussion on
‘Make in India and the Na
tion’s Security’, he pointed
out  there  was  an  urgent
need to streamline the de
fence  procurement  pro
cesses, making them facili
tators  and  not  hurdles  in
the  endeavour  to  streng
then  the  forces  with  cut
tingedge weaponry. 

‘Policymakers
yet to learn
from Kargil’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

The Supreme Court on Fri
day asked the Election Com
mission of India (ECI) to res
pond  to  a  petition  fi��led  by
two  NGOs  seeking  a  probe
into  alleged  discrepancies
between voter turnout and
the number of votes count
ed  in 347 constituencies  in
the  2019  Lok  Sabha
election.

“The lack of reasoned ex
planation  by  the  Respon
dent No.1 (Election Commis
sion of  India) on mismatch
and the cleanup of certain
data  from  its  website  has
caused serious doubts in the
mind  of  citizens  about  the
entire  process  of  counting
and result declaration,” said
the petition fi��led by the As

sociation for Democratic Re
forms and Common Cause,
represented  by  advocates
Prashant Bhushan and Neha
Rathi.  The  petition  said  a
study was done by them on
the  discrepancy  patterns
found  in  the  ECI  website
and the ‘My Voters Turnout
App’.  These  discrepancies
ranged from one vote (low
est) to 1,01,323 votes.

In fact, the petition said,
there  were  six  seats  where
the  discrepancy  in  votes
was higher than the winning
margin. The total volume of
discrepancies was in the na
ture of 7,39,104 votes put to
gether,  the petition quoted
the  study.  A  Bench  led  by
Chief Justice of India Sharad
A. Bobde  issued  the notice
to the ECI.

SC issues notice to poll
panel on ‘discrepancies’ 
Two NGOs sought investigation 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI 

The Bihar capital witnessed
high  drama  on  Friday  as
hundreds of Patna Universi
ty  students  took  to  the
streets to protest against the
gangrape  of  a  college  stu
dent. A large number of stu
dents  gathered  near  Kargil
Chowk, set fi��re to tyres and
shouted slogans against  the
government. 

The  youth  hurled  stones
at police personnel accusing
them of “trying to shield the
perpetrators”.  Police  used
water cannons and canes to
quell the protest.

A 20yearold student of a
college  affi��liated  to  the  un
iversity lodged a police com
plaint on Thursday that four
persons,  including  a  senior
student  of  the  college,  had
gangraped  her  on  Decem

ber 9. She initially kept silent
as  the  perpetrators  had
warned  her  of  dire  conse
quences  if  she  informed
anyone.  But  one  of  her
friends informed her father. 

One of the accused is be
lieved  to  be  a  friend  of  the
girl. Two of the four accused
persons  have  surrendered
before a city court. One was
arrested  earlier  and  the
fourth is at large. “We will ar
rest  the  fourth  accused
soon,” said a police offi��cer. 

Meanwhile,  the  Opposi
tion targeted Chief Minister
Nitish  Kumar  over  the  in
creasing  incidents  of  rapes
in  the  State.  “Every  day,
there  is an  incident of  rape
and gangrape happening in
the  State,  but  the  Chief  Mi
nister is busy with his Jal, Ji
van, Hariyali Yatra,” said RJD
MLA Vijay Prakash Yadav. 

Protest against gang-rape rocks Patna
Students burn tyres and hurl stones, police use water cannons and canes; two accused surrender 

Fight for safety: Water cannons being used to disperse students who were protesting against
the gangrape of a college student, in Patna on Friday.  * RANJEET KUMAR

special correspondent

PATNA


