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Payback time
A Sudanese court convicted former president
Omar al-Bashir on corruption charges and 
sentenced him to two years of detention

I have named my
successors and then

they took over and
did different things

— Mahathir Mohamad
Malaysian PM

IN BRIEF

NZ DIVERS TRY
TO RECOVER

LAST 2 VICTIMS
Whakatane, Dec. 14: Police
divers working in near zero
visibility in contaminated
waters around New Zealand’s
volcanic White Island tried to
find the remaining two vic-
tims of an eruption that left at
least 16 dead and dozens
severely burned.

Ash and other fallout from
Monday’s eruption has made
the sea near the island toxic
and divers have to be washed
clean after every completed
dive. police deputy commis-
sioner John Tims called
search conditions “unique and
challenging.”

“Divers have reported seeing
a number of dead fish and eels
washed ashore and floating in
the water. Conditions in the
water are not optimal with
between zero and 2 meters vis-
ibility depending on location,”
he said. Navy divers are
expected to join the police
search effort later. Military
specialists on Friday recov-
ered six bodies from the island
in a carefully planned but
risky operation. 

Lam in China as
pressure mounts

N. Korea conducts
another test 

Seoul: North Korea said on
Saturday that it successfully
performed another “crucial

test” at its long-range rocket
launch site that will further

strengthen its nuclear deter-
rent. The test possibly

involved technologies to
improve intercontinental bal-

listic missiles that could
potentially reach the conti-

nental United States. The
announcement comes as
North Korea continues to

pressure the Trump adminis-
tration for major concessions

as it approaches an end-of-
year deadline set by leader
Kim Jong Un to salvage fal-
tering nuclear negotiations.
North Korea’s Academy of

Defense Science did not
specify what was tested on

Friday. Just days earlier, the
North said it conducted a

“very important test”.

Hong Kong: Hong Kong
leader Carrie Lam visited

Beijing for her first trip to
the Chinese capital since her

government was handed a
crushing defeat in local elec-
tions last month, prompting
speculation about changes

to her leadership team.
During a four-day visit, Lam

is due to discuss the political
and economic situation in

China-ruled Hong Kong with
Chinese officials. She will

meet Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Monday. Hong

Kong has been convulsed by
violent protests for the last

six months as demonstra-
tions against a now-with-

drawn extradition bill broad-
ened into demands for

greater democratic freedom.

FB staff payroll
data stolen 

San Francisco: Facebook on
Friday alerted employees
that hard drives rich with

information about those on
the social network’s payroll
were stolen from a car last
month. “We have seen no

evidence of abuse and
believe this was a smash and

grab crime rather than an
attempt to steal employee

information,” Facebook said.
“This theft impacts current

and former Facebook
employees only and no

Facebook user data was
involved.” The drives con-

tained names, bank account
numbers and other personal
data of some 29,000 people

who were on Facebook’s
payroll in the US last year,

according to the California-
based internet titan, which

confirmed a Bloomberg
report. The car was being
used by a member of the

payroll department, and the
hard drives were not sup-

posed to have left the
Facebook campus. 

UN climate talks in limbo as
rifts among nations remain
Countries remain deadlocked in talks over combating climate change
Madrid, Dec. 14: Coun-
tries remained deadlocked
on Saturday in talks over
combating climate change
as UN talks dragged on
beyond the official dead-
line with no end in sight.

Chile’s environment
minister, Carolina Schm-
idt, who is chairing the
two-week talks in Madrid,
urged officials from
almost 200 countries to
recognise the “overall bal-
ance” of the latest draft
agreements hammered
out overnight. “We must
show the outside world
that we deliver,” she said.

Environmental activists
staged protests inside and
around the venue during
the talks, as they have
around the world in the
past year, to demand lead-
ers take bolder action
against global warming.

Many nations and
observers said the latest
draft agreements risked
backtracking on existing
commitments made in the
2015 Paris climate accord
and didn’t reflect the

urgent warnings from sci-
entists that greenhouse
gas emissions need to fall
sharply, and soon.

“If this text is accepted,
the low ambition coalition
will have won the day,”
said David Waskow of the
World Resources Institute,
a Washington-based envi-
ronmental think tank.

Among the issues at
stake are aid for poor
countries suffering the
impacts of climate change
and efforts to agree rules
for international markets
to trade carbon emissions
vouchers. The latest drafts
attempt to provide “a sen-
sible, workable solution”
on carbon markets. — AP

A woman looks at a globe at the COP25 climate talks congress in Madrid, Spain. — AP

■ ■ ENVIRONMENTAL
activists staged protests
inside and around the
venue during the talks,
as they have around the
world in the past year,
to demand leaders take
bolder action against
global warming

I need a break: Greta Thunberg
Turin, Dec. 14: Tireless
teenage activist Greta
Thunberg has been criss-
crossing the globe by car,
train and boat — but not
plane — to demand action
on climate change. But
now even she needs a rest.

Fresh from being named
Time magazine’s Person of
the Year, the 16-year-old
Swede joined thousands of
students in the north
Italian city of Turin on
Friday for a protest to
pressure the government
to take more action to curb
carbon emissions.

Thunberg, who refuses
to fly, travelled to Turin by
train and car from Madrid
after attending a UN cli-
mate summit in the
Spanish capital. She
arrived in Europe only a
few days earlier aboard a

catamaran after spending
months campaigning in
the United States.

Now she needs a little
downtime. “I will be home
for Christmas and then I

will take a holiday break
because you need to take
rest,” she told reporters in
Turin,a dding, “Otherwise
you cannot do this all the
time.” — Reuters

Workers ordered to clean out sensitive data on their computers, cloud storage, phonesSTAYING | ON GUARD

China tightens up on info after Xinjiang leaks
Xinjiang, Dec. 14: The
Xinjiang regional govern-
ment in China’s far west is
deleting data, destroying
documents, tightening
controls on information
and has held high-level
meetings in response to
leaks of classified papers
on its mass detention
camps for Uighurs and
other predominantly Mus-
lim minorities, according
to four people in contact
with government employ-
ees there.

Top officials deliberated
how to respond to the
leaks in meetings at the
Chinese Communist Par-
ty’s regional headquarters

in Urumqi, Xinjiang’s cap-
ital, some of the people
said. 

The meetings began days
after The New York Times
published last month a
cache of internal speeches
on Xinjiang by top leaders
including Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping. They
continued after the
International Consortium
of Investigative Journa-
lists worked with news
organisations around the
world to publish secret
guidelines for operating
detention centers and
instructions on how to use
technology to target peo-
ple.

The Chinese government
has long struggled with its
11-million-strong Uighur
population, an ethnic

Turkic minority native to
Xinjiang, and in recent
years has detained 1 mil-
lion or more Uighurs and

other minorities in the
camps.

Xinjiang officials and the
Chinese foreign ministry
have not directly denied
the authenticity of the
documents, though Urum-
qi Communist Party chief
Xu Hairong called reports
on the leaks “malicious
smears and distortions.”

The Xinjiang govern-
ment did not respond to a
fax for comment on the
arrests, the tightened
restrictions on informa-
tion and other measures
responding to the leaks.
The Chinese foreign min-
istry did not have an
immediate comment.

Xinjiang’s government
had already mandated
stricter controls on infor-
mation in October, before
the news reports, accord-
ing to three of the people,
all Uighurs outside
Xinjiang.

They include orders for
community-level officials
to burn paper forms con-
taining sensitive personal
details on residents in
their area such as their
detention status, and for
various state offices to
throw away computers,
tighten management of
classified information,
and ensure all information
related to the camps is now

stored on databases dis-
connected from the inter-
net in special, restricted-
access rooms to bar hack-
ers, the Uighurs said.

Publication of the classi-
fied documents prompted
the central government in
Beijing to put more pres-
sure on Xinjiang officials,
several of the Uighurs
said. Some university
teachers and district-level
workers in Urumqi have
been ordered to clean out
sensitive data on their
computers, phones and
cloud storage, and to
delete work-related social
media groups, according
to one Uighur.  — AP

File photo shows a guard tower and barbed wire fences
around a facility in China's Xinjiang region.  — AP

Paris deal still the way ahead
Kuala Lumpur, Dec. 14:
Former US President
Barack Obama said the
Paris Agreement on cli-
mate change may fall
short of expectations but
is still the way forward to
achieve progress and
encourage businesses to
invest in clean energy.

Nearly 200 nations
pledged to cut greenhouse
emissions and help poor
countries cope with the
worst effects of an already
warming planet under the
accord signed in 2016 that
was a cornerstone of
Obama’s environmental
legacy.

But his successor, aban-
doned that legacy when
his administration noti-
fied the UN last month
that the US would pull out
of the accord. Trump has
said the agreement could
impede growth and
impinge on US sovereign-
ty. Obama said he knew

the standards set by each
country were insufficient
but that the accord was
practical and meant for
the long haul. Obama did-
n’t mention US withdraw-
al from the accord. He said
there is no “silver bullet”
to solve climate change
but he remains optimistic
that global warming can
be slowed down.

“It's too late for us not to
have some impacts. And so
there’s gonna have to be

some adaptation that’s
going to take place. The
oceans will be rising and
that is going to displace
people. And so we’re going
to anticipate and care for
some of the consequences
of that, including large-
scale migration and dis-
ruptions that are going to
be very costly. But there is
a big difference between
the ocean rising three feet
and rising six feet,” he
said. — AP

Barack OObama

I took satisfaction
knowing that just by

setting up the mechanism,
we had created the ability to
over time, turn up the stan-
dards, turn up the demands.
Send a signal to businesses
so that they started investing
in more clean energy.

— BARACK OBAMA
Former US president

Melania backs
Trump’s views
Washington, Dec. 14:
Melania Trump appeared
to condone her husband’s
criticism of 16-year-old
Greta Thunberg, saying
through a spokeswoman
that her 13-year-old son,
Barron, is in a different
category than the teenage
climate activist ‘who trav-
els the globe giving
speeches.’

“'He is a 13-year-old who
wants and deserves priva-
cy,” spokeswoman Stepha-
nie Grisham said in an
emailed statement the
day after President Don-
ald Trump lashed out at
Thunberg because Time
magazine had named her
Person of the Year.

The First Lady’s appar-
ent acceptance of her
husband’s actions stood
in contrast to the work
she’s doing through her
‘Be Best’ initiative to com-
bat online bullying and
teach children to be kind.

The president tweeted
on Thursday that “Greta
must work on her Anger
Management problem,
then go to a good old fash-
ioned movie with a
friend!” He said it was
‘ridiculous’ that Time had
chosen her for the hon-
our.

Trump mocked the
teenage activist, who has
Asperger’s syndrome, a
week after the First Lady
tweeted angrily at
Stanford law professor
Pamela Karlan for men-
tioning Barron during
her testimony as a
Democratic witness at a
House Judiciary Com-
mittee impeachment
hearing.

“A minor child deserves
privacy and should be
kept out of politics.
Pamela Karlan, you
should be ashamed of
your very angry and obvi-
ously biased public pan-
dering, and using a child
to do it,” Mrs. Trump

tweeted. At one point dur-
ing her testimony, Karlan
said that while Trump
can “name his son
Barron, he can’t make
him a baron.” Karlan was
trying to make a point
that Trump is a president
and not a king. At the end
of the hearing, Karlan
apologised for the com-
ment.

Grisham said the first
lady will continue to use
“Be Best” to help chil-
dren. “It is no secret that
the president and First
Lady often communicate
differently — as most
married couples do,”
Grisham said.

In response, climate
activist Greta Thunberg
changed her Twitter bio
to mock US President
Donald Trump's outrage
at her winning Time
Person of the Year
2019.She then adapted her
Twitter bio to say she was
“a teenager working on
her anger management
problem. Currently chill-
ing and watching a good
old fashioned movie with
a friend”.

Earlier, Brazil President
Jair Bolsonaro too had
called Greta a brat in
Portuguese. — Agencies

US President Donald Trump and the US First Lady
Melania Trump at the Congressional Ball. — AFP

■ ■ THE FFIRST LLADY’S
apparent acceptance of
her husband’s actions
stood in contrast to the
work she’s doing
through her ‘Be Best’
initiative to combat
online bullying and
teach children to be
kind

■ ■ The President had
tweeted that Greta
must work on her Anger
Management problem,
then go to a good old
fashioned movie with a
friend

Los Angeles, Dec. 14:
Hollywood veteran Sally
Field joined fellow Oscar
winner Jane Fonda at a
climate change protest
and got arrested in the
process.

The 73-year-old Field
was the latest illustrious
star to join Fonda, 81, for
her “Fire Drill Friday”
initiative which involves
weekly protests for cli-
mate change in
Washington.

Calling for immediate
action to save the envi-
ronment, Field addressed
the crowd outside the US
Capitol from underneath
an umbrella in the rain.

“I come with my heart
and my voice. I am a
mother. I am a grand-

mother. The time is now!”
she told the crowd in a
video shared by the out-
let.

“We cannot sit back in
our comfort zones on our
couches, and wonder,
‘What can we do?’ We can
get out. We can do some-
thing in the rain, whatev-
er it takes. I’ve been
learning. I have been try-
ing to learn. I, like every-
one else, feel this is such a
big problem. How can we
ever accomplish any-
thing? But we can!” she
continued.

A few minutes later, the
actress was caught on
video leaving the scene
with an officer and throw-
ing her bound hands in
the air.  — PTI

Sally Field held for
protest with Jane Michelle asks Greta to

ignore the doubters
Washington, Dec. 14:
Michelle Obama has
backed Swedish teen cli-
mate crisis activist Greta
Thunberg and urged her
to “ignore the doubters”
after she was mocked by
US President Donald
Trump.

“Don't let anyone dim
your light,” the former
first lady tweeted to 16-
year-old Thunberg.

“Like the girls I’ve met in
Vietnam and all over the
world, you have so much
to offer us all,” she said.

Without mentioning
president Trump, Mich-

elle added, “Ignore the
doubters and know that
millions of people are
cheering you on.”

— PTI

Michelle OObama

Greta Thunberg looks on as she takes part in the Friday
for Future strike on climate emergency, in Turin. — AFP
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Iempathise and feel the pain of public relations officers (PROs) working
for the police department, who are compelled to make a media statement
every time a suspected criminal dies in an encounter, or a custodial

death takes place. Media hounds the police. Human rights activists launch
their practised tirades with vengeance. And the poor PROs... they have to
right a detailed press release as what happened.

Why? I am writing this template press release for all police encounters of
the past, and those ahead in time. Let them, poor fellows, just fill some
columns with details like name, date, place and be done with it. Because all
police encounters are essentially the same. Nothing ever changes. Here 
it goes.

Policemen are nervously preparing to take the accused to the spot where
the crime took place and recreate it. Don’t ask me if they don’t see vernacu-
lar TV channels which do it almost immediately when a crime story breaks
out. Inside the lockup, the accused, guilty obviously, are fast asleep after a
heavy biryani meal (yes, it is always a mutton biryani, Hyderabad or not),
in great comfort.

The inspector tries to wake them up, gently, almost tenderly. “Friends,
will you please kindly wake up and consider coming with us to the 
crime scene?”

The accused wake up, angrily. Glaring, they yell expletives at the cops,
their families and their department. “How dare you wake us up, you dun-
derheaded coconut, you... bilious barbecued blue blistering barnacle?” (Yes,
all accused are Tintin fans, and all cops are followers of Mother Teresa.)

“Please, friends, as law
abiding officers we are
under professional oblig-
ation to take you for a
recreation of the crime
scene before sunrise.
Sorry for the inconve-
nience, we are doing our
jobs. Kindly cooperate.”

“Shut up, or I will
destroy you, you police
dog,” the numero uno
accused shouts. Other
accused are laughingly
mocking, even as the
cops continue to caringly request them to cooperate with the law. Love,
kindness, reason and persuasion of the police wins.

Next scene, we are at the crime spot. Once there, cops request the accused
to stand in certain positions, like a debutant movie director briefs a super-
star. “Can you please stand there? Yes, perfect. You, brother...  will you
kindly walk a few metres away, yes, there. Thanks so much for the under-
standing.”

All this while, the cops are doing their work, while the accused are abus-
ing and even manhandling them. Now, half the cops are meticulously
ensuring the cast is ready on the stage, while the other half is writing down
details, making notes.

Suddenly, the accused (number seldom matters, one, two, four or six, they
always act in the same way), like a Sunny Deol, break their handcuffs, and
pounce on the cops, who are taken complete aback. How could they have
expected uncivil behaviour from men accused of heinous crimes, especially
when they were treated as guests, and fed with biryani and also given a long
drive? BTW, the handcuffs are strong, just that the accused always get
stronger after midnight. They break them and run. They snatch police guns.
All of them? No, all but one or two guns are snatched from the cops (number
of guns left with the cops is generally proportional to number of accused but
that is an irrelevant equation) and they start — no, not running — but fir-
ing at the cops.

“You bloody policemen (some more expletives), we waited long enough to
kill you. Be ready to die.”

“Please, friends, don’t break the law. You must not break handcuffs either.
You must not use our guns. Will you be kind enough to return them...?”

Gunshots. The accused, under no pressure thus far, and doing everything
correctly, suddenly can’t get their aim right. They aim for the cops, but
miss. Like Bollywood villains in the final scene.

“As a law-abiding inspector, I am requesting you to kindly stop this shoot-
ing. Surrender, now.”

“Die now,” the accused hollers and fires again. It misses — by a whisker.
The cops recover and stage a comeback. They have just two revolvers and

four accused.
“Friends, we are begging you to surrender. Don’t force us to fire at you.

Our hearts are not consenting, but we swore to do duty... please surrender.”
Flying bullets are splayed in response... all missing the police. A brave

constable, daring his life, steps forward and aims at the toenails of one
accused he could finally sight. Of course, given his respect for human life,
and law, he gives three clear warnings.

“Brother of mine, I can see your toes. I will shoot at them if you don’t sur-
render. Don’t force me to, please.”

The police department has terrible guns, they seldom work properly. A
bullet aimed at someone’s toes pierces his heart. The accused falls 
down, dead.

The cops are shocked, crestfallen, sad and heartbroken. They fire at other
accused, all below the knees. The disobedient bullets have a will of their
own. They strike the wicked accused through their skulls, temples and
neck. The cops rush to call for an ambulance. They rush to make every
effort to rescue the accused, to save their lives. Alas, fate wills otherwise.

The cops start making calls; to their superiors, to media. What a bad day
at office! End of encounter. Next, let us move on to the celebration of patri-
ots and cynical questioning of traitors.

Anatomy of a police
encounter in India

c m y k c m y k

G
rowing up as
a Dalit
woman, I
realised we
were never

legitimised as creators
of knowledge. The reali-
ty of knowledge creation
in India is that it is tra-
ditionally dominated by
“upper caste” scholars
who create knowledge
for a primarily “upper
caste” audience. 

This effective cultural
annihilation is what
compelled me to embark
on my journey as one of
the first dalit editors on
Wikipedia. With more
than 15 billion page
views per month, and as
the largest participatory
knowledge platform in
the world, Wikipedia
offered the opportunity
to chronicle the erased
history and influence of
dalit peoples.

For the first time, it
seemed Dalit women
could lead a knowledge
practice that could
uniquely centre our
communities in this dig-
ital sphere. It was a
sobering realisation
then that the structural
oppression that kept out
Dalit stories from the
annals of archived
Indian history also
shaped the dynamics of
engagement on
Wikipedia.  

In 2015, as part of Dalit
History Month, I helped
organise a Wikipedia
editathon at MIT,
Boston with over 70 edi-
tors. We started with
minor edits and gradual-
ly added categories to
identify Dalit leaders,
scholars, artists, and
writers. It took all of 15
minutes before certain
Wikipedia editors began
to push back. The next
day, out of 105 edits we
made, only 23 remained. 

When we sat down to
examine the process and
outcomes, we found that

new categories we creat-
ed like “Dalit history”,
“Dalit writers”, or “Dalit
women”, were all reject-
ed! Reasons cited
appeared to be arbitrary
ranging from our status
as “new editors who did-
n’t know anything” to
“categorising as dalit is
categorising based on
caste and, therefore, a
perpetuation of caste”.
Meanwhile, there exist-
ed no dearth in the use of
“Brahmin” as a 
category!

Truly, for Wikipedia
editors to explain that
the “dalit” category was
a perpetuation of caste,
is itself another form
and perpetuation of
caste oppression. We
had our work cut out for
us. This was not going to
be easy.

For example, Wiki-
pedia’s general notabili-
ty guideline defines the
following: “If a topic has
received significant cov-
erage in reliable sources
that are independent of
the subject, it is pre-
sumed to be suitable for
a stand-alone article or
list”. In other words — it
is notable. But what are
considered reliable
sources for dalit knowl-
edge-making? What does
‘notability’ mean to us?
These were seemingly
simple guidelines for
others but complex epis-
temic hurdles for us. 

FAMILIAR
BARRIERS

Let’s consider the term
— “reliable sources” —
alone. It’s often used by
Wikipedia editors to
show Dalit editors the
door. Wikipedia stipu-
lates that “articles
should be based on reli-
able, third-party, pub-
lished sources with a
reputation for fact-
checking and accuracy”.

However, the lack of
Dalit representation in

academia, in main-
stream media and news
organisations is nothing
short of infamous. As
the former journalist
and scholar Pamela
Philipose pointed out in
her editorial, main-
stream media in India is
vastly disconnected
from the dalit public.
This kind of widespread
exclusion from institu-
tions of knowledge-legit-
imisation already puts
us at a source scarcity.

Dalit authorship is
often found in regional
languages, as primary
sources, and/or pub-
lished in small indepen-
dent dalit, bahujan and
minority-run publica-
tions, news outlets, and
blogs like Velivada,
T w o C i r c l e s . n e t ,
Ambedkar.org, Dalit
Camera, Forward Press,
and others.

While these sources
are widely read by the
dalits, they are deemed
“unreliable” and “bias-
ed”. What does this
leave us with? The colo-
nial gaze of white and
brahmanical academics
and media persons to
tell our histories? In
rejecting our sources,
Wikipedia’s guidelines
are carrying over the
same structural inequi-
ties that we fight on the
ground. 

‘NOTABILITY’
The platform’s “neu-

tral point of view” guide-
line states that editors
should not promote one
view over another and
must include all points
of view on a certain
topic. However, it is
clear that most topics on
India are created and
edited by a largely
“white” or “upper caste”
male community.
Engagements on the
platform often seem to
presume that they will
automatically be the
most neutral or the best
judge of notability.

However, a deeply
troubling example of
how caste affects nota-
bility on Wikipedia is in
Delta Meghwal’s
Wikipedia page. Delta
Meghwal was a young
Dalit artist and student
who was brutally mur-

dered by her “upper”
caste faculty members.

On February 14, 2017,
almost after a year of the
incident, the page was
entirely deleted and
redirected to “Crimes in
India” without discus-
sion or consensus on its
talk page. On the same
day, the page was nomi-
nated under “Articles
for deletion”. 

Delta was significant
to the Dalit feminist
movement. She was
institutionally mur-
dered by casteism. Her
death was widely cov-
ered by national news
platforms and witnessed
nationwide protests.
Many Dalit feminists
carry her memory. To
speak about her as on
these Wikipedia’s talk
pages is disrespectful to
her legacy and ignorant
of the issues of Dalit peo-
ples. In short, many edi-
tors are not qualified to
judge notability.

RECLAIMING 
DIGITAL FUTURES
Despite these hurdles,

we continue to edit
Wikipedia with allies
like Whose Knowledge?
As of today, we have
trained 150 people, edit-
ed over 280 articles, and
added over 40 new
entries to Wikipedia.

It is true that to end a
caste apartheid of 2500
years, we need to repre-
sent in spaces from
which we were locked
out. But if Wikipedia’s
policies, editors, and
infrastructure continue
to create an exclusive
place for white and
oppressor communities;
where marginalised,
indigenous and oppres-
sed communities only
experience violence and
exclusion, why should
we continue to engage
on it? We may leave even
if it means starting from
scratch to create our
own radical participato-
ry platforms of inclusive
knowledge-making. 

Sanghapali Aruna is
a human rights and tech

activist who runs her
own tech startup called

Project Mukti and she is
the co-founder of Dalit

History Month
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An indiscretion, a failed pitch

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill has
caught many on the wrong foot. On

social media platform Twitter, two media-
savvy personalities, Jyotiraditya Scindia
of the Congress and Prashant Kishor of the
Janata Dal (United), had to change stance,
though in differing ways. Mr Scindia in
Indore was quoted as saying that the Bill
conformed to India’s culture, values and
traditions, and that CAB was in line with
vasudhaiva kutumbakam. When he heard
that the Congress high command frowned
upon this, Mr Scindia tweeted his opposi-
tion to CAB.

In Mr Prashant Kishor aka P.K.’s case, it
turned out to be bravado. The JD(U) vice
president initially tried to make the party
oppose CAB in Parliament, calling up sev-
eral party bigwigs and pleading with them
to take an anti-CAB stand. P.K. failed even
as Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
reportedly refused to take his calls. The ace
political strategist then went public, oppos-
ing CAB on Twitter.

There is a school of thought that views
Mr Scindia and P.K.’s “indiscretions” dif-
ferently. Both are vying for the April 2020

Rajya Sabha berths. While Mr Scindia 
is a contender from his home state of
Madhya Pradesh, P.K. is angling for a seat
from either Bihar or Bengal. P.K. is offer-
ing political strategy consultancy to
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
and her Trinamul Congress.

Vacancies for Hindi typists

Hindi has become the true flavour of
Raisina Hill. In the Union home min-

istry manned by Amit Shah, stenogra-
phers who are fluent in Hindi are in huge
demand, as notes, circulars, advisories
and papers have to be written in Hindi that
make correct sense to their political mas-
ters. English-speaking babus and word-
smiths want credible stenographers and
typists to convey orders and directives in
the most appropriate and objective 
manner. Last heard, dozens of Hindi
stenographers were getting drafted into
North Block.

Absenteeism by Akhilesh

Akhilesh Yadav’s presence in the Lok
Sabha on the day the CAB was tabled

surprised many in his own party. It was
only the second instance that the

Samajwadi Party scion made it 
to Parliament during the winter 
session. He first came on November 19, a
day after the session began, to merely 
sign the attendance register. He didn’t
attend the House proceedings. While his
wheelchair-bound father Mulayam 
Singh Yadav is regular, greeting 
everyone with smiles and folded hands 
as he is wheeled around the Parliament
corridors, most SP MPs and ex-MPs 
are disillusioned with Akhilesh’s sporadic
leadership.

Snooping on the enemy

Jairam Ramesh recently lost his mobile
phone inside Parliament. A frantic

search followed. CCTV footage 
showed Jairam sitting with Union 
minister of state for external affairs and
parliamentary affairs V. Muralidharan.
The Watch and Ward staff of 
Parliament found a phone on “silent

mode”. It was handed over to the BJP’s Mr
Parshottam Rupala. When Mr Ramesh
approached him, Mr Rupala quickly hand-
ed the phone back to the owner, but not
before making a comment about a
WhatsApp message relating to
Maharashtra. Were Mr Ramesh’s
WhatsApp messages read? There’s no mes-
saging answer to that.

Manmohan over Rahul

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal
Nath has completed a year in office

and decided to hold press meets in Delhi
and Bhopal. For the national capital, he
chose the Indian Women Press Corps
(IWPC), offering its members a sumptuous
meal and an off-the-record conversation.
In Bhopal, Dr Manmohan Singh has been
invited on December 17 to showcase the
Nath government's achievements in its
first year of office. Mr Nath’s choice of
Manmohan instead of Rahul Gandhi has
not gone unnoticed in the Delhi durbar of
the Congress.

The writer is a keen observer of the 
goings-on in backrooms of power

By WAQYANAWIS

I want our leaders to take more action,
otherwise our future would be dying soon

Secretly we’re all a little more absurd 
than we make ourselves out to be

LICYPRIYA KANGUJAM
MIND  POWER

J.K. ROWLING PAGE
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CAB volte-face by two notables

PUNISH TRS GOONS
It's most unfortunate
that the watchman who
was set ablaze by TRS
leaders died; they had
earlier molested his wife
(Watchman set ablaze
by TRS goons dies, Dec
14). Will the government
and the police give the
same treatment to the
accused in this case as
was done in the Disha
case, or will they be let
free due to their politi-
cal connections?

Balakumar Devi 
Hyderabad

ASSEMBLY’S ROLE
The Assembly is a forum for discus-
sion and decision-making for the
welfare of the people and there is no
place for personal animosity (Foul
words echo in AP Assembly, Dec. 14).
But it is unfortunate to witness the
trend now. Ruling and Opposition
parties should maintain harmony
and render succour to the needy.
Wasting public money by creating
pandemonium is shameful.

M. Radhakrishna
Hyderabad

DOCTORS ON PHONE
When a patient visits a hospital, we
find the doctors and attenders talk-
ing on their cell phones during duty
hours. This causes disturbance to
everyone (Phone use in hospitals a
big nuisance all over, Dec. 13). It is
the hospitals’ responsibility to
ensure that the medical staff focus-
es on the patient. Otherwise, it
could become a major health issue.

D. Manoj Kumar
Secunderabad

THE CMs’ STAND
Soon, Chief Ministers Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy and K.
Chandrasekhar Rao may bring an
enactment in AP and Telangana
state prohibiting the Supreme
Court and the National Human
Rights Commission from probing
encounter deaths (Jagan questions
probe into encounter deaths. Dec 14).

Baratam Raghunadha Rao
Hyderabad

RAHUL NOT WRONG
There is nothing wrong in the ‘Rape
in India’ remark of Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi. It represents the
anger and agony on the streets
against the crimes of rape and mur-
der. The people who are offended by
the remark should come down from
their ivory towers and meet the
families of rape victims. The courts
should give up their Anglo-Saxon
model of delayed justice and give
judgment in rape cases within 21
days, on the lines mooted by the AP
Disha Act.

P.H. Hema Sagar
Secunderabad

CAA NOT UNFAIR
It is bad to count the chickens
before they are hatched, but it can
be said the Citizens Amendment
Act is not going to harm anybody
based on religion or community
(CMs of 5 states say no to Citizenship
Act). India is the only country that
accommodates people belonging to
various communities and religions
on an equal footing and is secular.
Muslims being the next largest
community should not spread
unwanted fear about the law. The
law will help the government deter
future illegal migrants.

M. Jeevanand
Secunderabad

How Wikipedia
cancels Dalit icons

Email your letters to
info@deccanmail.com, 

editor@deccanmail.com. You can
also send them to Editor, Deccan
Chronicle, 36, Sarojini Devi Road,

Secunderabad-500 003.

15 DECEMBER 2019

Sanghapali Aruna

No More Mansplaining
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FOODOIR ENLIBRA
Word  SPY

A memoir that includes recipes or that 
is focused on food, meals or cooking

The process of bringing something into balance, 
particularly an environmental issue

‘What did BJP CM Raghubar Das do
for Jharkhand in the last 5 years?’

Jharkhand’s first Chief
Minister and Jharkhand
Vikas Morcha (Prajatantrik):
JVM(P) chief BABULAL
MARANDI is confident that
the ongoing Assembly polls
will not result in a hung
Assembly and that the people
of Jharkhand will “bless” his
party this time. A former
Union minister who quit the
BJP in 2006, Mr Marandi
tells YOJNA GUSAI that the
reason why people will oust
the Raghubar Das-led govern-
ment in the state is that the
ruling BJP “cheated” the
state that has witnessed no
development and only jobless-
ness in the past five years
under BJP rule.

JVM(P) is the only party
which is contesting all 81
Assembly seats in
Jharkhand. How is your
party different from other
parties?

We are getting massive sup-
port from people who know
that our party is for gaon,
garib, kisaan, naujawaan
and tribals. There is no
tamasha in our campaigning,
no big promises, just simple
things that the people of this
state need. If you go through
our manifesto, you will find
promises that will be fulfilled.
We are not promising bullet
trains or smart cities or set-
ting up big industries. We
have promised schools, a bet-
ter student-teacher ratio, doc-
tors in hospitals, health offi-
cers till the panchayat level,
free technical education,
small industries who employ

more people from this state
rather than depend massively
on technology. We have
promised region-wise devel-
opment of the state. We have
promised irrigation facilities
for the farmers. We want trib-
al areas to develop but with-
out compromising on nature.
We want to promote organic
farming, which is a growing
market. We want to imple-
ment measures to stop the
exodus of our youth to other
states to seek jobs.

Do you think the Supreme
Court’s verdict in the Ram
Mandir issue or the NRC or
abrogation of Article 370
will have any impact on
these elections, which will
be raised by BJP leaders
during campaigning?

Kashmir is thousands of
kilometers away from
Jharkhand and if abrogation
of Article 370 was to have any
impact (on the BJP’s poll
prospects), then it would have
definitely impacted on (the
recently concluded Assembly
polls in) Haryana and
Maharashtra (Assembly polls
where the BJP remained
short of a simple majority).
Our Constitution has clearly
mentioned who are Indian
citizens and who are not. The
BJP was in power for the past
five years as well. How many
illegal immigrants has it sent
back? Does it have any num-
bers? You see, this is the
habit of the BJP: to raise such
issues and I know it very well
because I too was a member
of it. The NRC is nothing but

part of its vote-bank politics.
And how can the BJP take
credit for the Ram Mandir
issue? If as a political party,
the BJP is taking credit, then
the Congress should also be
given credit for it as it was
during its tenure (at the
Centre) that the mandir was
locked and later unlocked.
Everyone knows that it was
after a long judicial hearing
that this verdict was given by
the Supreme Court and every-
one accepted it. These issues
have no impact here.

Are you saying that
Jharkhand will vote out
the BJP this time?

People are feeling cheated
by this government. What did
the chief minister (Raghubar
Das) do for the state in the
last five years except signing
MoUs and visiting foreign
countries in the name of seek-
ing investment? He (chief
minister Raghubar Das) visit-
ed so many foreign countries
and so many big cities within
the country to seek invest-
ment. Can this government

give us any figure as to how
much investment was done in
the last five years and also
how many people got jobs?
Leave alone getting jobs, peo-
ple lost jobs in the last five
years. No new industry has
set up here and instead indus-
tries have shut down. Look
what is happening in Bokaro,
Jamshedpur, Adityapur and
Dhandbad (industrial zones).
Lakhs and lakhs of people
have been left jobless. Also,
agriculture is one sector
which provides the maxi-
mum number of livelihoods
but what has this government
done for this sector in the last
five years? Irrigation is one of
the biggest problems faced by
farmers here and not even a
single measure was taken in
this regard. This is the state
where two dozen people died
because the government
rejected 11.5 lakh ration cards

and discontinued widow pen-
sion and disability pension.
And why? Because people did
not link their documents with
their Aadhaar cards. You are
talking about people who are
living in villages, who have
no clue as to how to link the
Aadhaar or where to go for it.
Instead of government offi-
cials helping them, the gov-
ernment rejected their ration
cards. So many government
posts are lying vacant
because you could not hold
state public service commis-
sion exams. Also, what will
people do with Ayushman
(health scheme of the Central
government) cards if there
are no hospitals and no doc-
tors? If this government
thinks that only campaign
rallies and speeches by its big
leaders will get them votes,
then let’s wait for December
23 (when the result of five-

phase polling will be
declared).

Your party is contesting
alone but there is specula-
tion that the BJP’s top
brass is in touch with you.
Also, there is an
Opposition alliance of
JMM-Congress-RJD, which
is also contesting.

I am confident that people
will vote for a JVM(P) gov-
ernment and as far as the
speculation goes, I also keep
reading about them in news-
papers. This state has seen
the Opposition alliance and
how once it made Madhu
Koda the chief minister, then
Shibu Soren and then
Hemant Soren. People are
aware of how their only aim
was to be at power at any cost
and how the state saw no
development during their
regimes. There was so much
corruption at that time. No
one wants a repeat of that.

The JMM is currently the
main Opposition party but
some people feel that its
campaign against the BJP
is not as aggressive as it
should be and also that its
leaders are not highlight-
ing the issue of corruption.

You see, both the BJP and
the JMM were in alliance till
a few years back and had
formed a government as well.
So both parties know each
other’s weaknesses and
maybe that’s the reason why
the JMM is not highlighting
the issue.

A
n old and proud country
votes to choose a policy
that is against immigra-
tion. The majority of the

country in the heartland is firmly
behind the party that is campaign-
ing against immigrants and using
strong language against them. But
there is trouble in the smaller
states. They disagree with this poli-
cy strongly. So strongly in fact that
the election produces a division
that is akin to secession. This is of
course the story of the Brexit elec-
tion whose results were out this
week. The United Kingdom is so-
called because it is the union of four
nations: England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland. The first
three of these nations are on one
island, called Great Britain. The
last is part of another island, and
joined physically to the Republic of
Ireland. 

In the referendum of 2016, England
and Wales voted for Brexit, mean-
ing they wanted to leave the
European Union. Northern Ireland
and Scotland voted against Brexit.
The same result has been mirrored
in the general election’s results.
Boris Johnson’s Conservative
Party, which has a majoritarian,
anti-Europe and anti-immigration
stance, swept England and Wales.
But Scotland voted for a local party
that has immediately demanded a
plebiscite to leave the UK.

Northern Ireland for the first time
in its history has given more seats to
the party that is secessionist, the
Sinn Fein, than the loyalists. Sinn
Fein wants Northern Ireland to have
closer relations with, and if possible,
unite with the Republic of Ireland,
which is of course part of the
European Union. The idea of Brexit
is opposed to such a possibility.

Scotland has long felt that while it
has an economic bond with England,
it has been historically occupied by
the English. The Catholics and sev-
eral Protestants in Northern Ireland
similarly feel a closer pull towards
the Republic of Ireland with a com-
mon culture and language and of
course closer trade ties than they do
with the rest of the United Kingdom.
Neither of these things is new and all
this was known going into both the
referendum and the general election.
There were warnings that a radical
change of policy with regard to
Europe would bring other problems
to the surface. But the majoritarian
instinct of the English and the anti-
immigration rhetoric of their poli-
tics were too strong and over-
whelmed the rest of the election’s
issues. For the moment, the English
will feel the satisfaction of victory.
Now let us try and look at our own
predicament. India is in the middle
of implementing an anti-immigra-
tion policy whose subtleties are not
properly debated and therefore not

fully understood by the majority of
Indians and I would argue the major-
ity of parliamentarians.

The issue is being cast in different
ways by different actors. The ruling
party says it is to give shelter to non-
Muslims from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan, but only
those who came over before 2015. The
Muslims who cannot prove their citi-
zenship on the other hand will be
jailed in detention centres. They can-
not be sent to Afghanistan,
Bangladesh or Pakistan if they do not
have documents proving their citi-
zenship of those countries. They will
have to be permanently locked up in
India, as is happening in Assam.

The way that the BJP government
has projected the Citizenship
Amendment Bill is as a measure to
protect certain foreign communities
because of external persecution. But
the Indian states in which this issue
is the most relevant, the states of the
Northeast, have a problem not just
with immigrants of any particular
religion but all immigration, includ-
ing that by Hindus. This is why they
have been protesting the passage of
the CAB. This is not fully under-
stood by the rest of the country,
which thinks this is a communal
problem. It is not at root, but is being
made out to be by the government.

The National Register of Citizens,
which finished its work a few
weeks ago because of a push by the

Assam BJP, is now being rejected
by the same Assam BJP. They say
that the 19 lakh people who have
been excluded from the list must be
given another chance to prove their
citizenship. Why? Because the
majority of those who have been
excluded, to the surprise of the BJP,
are actually Hindus who do not
have the documentation that is
being demanded.

The Citizenship Amendment Bill
offers these people cover and will
only specifically exclude Muslims.
If a non-Muslim cannot provide the
documents under the NRC, they will
be given asylum under the CAB.
The Muslims, including children
and old people, will be jailed. But
the Northeast does not want this
solution that the BJP has given and
it has become clear that it has not
been fully thought through.

It is difficult to see this as anything
other than a self-inflicted problem. It
is true that the roots of the NRC are
in an agreement arrived at by Rajiv
Gandhi with the Assamese govern-
ment many decades ago. But the cur-
rent crisis is the product purely of
the BJP’s majoritarian and anti-
Muslim focus. Like in the UK, this
focus will produce side effects that
are not anticipated and might not be
wanted.

Aakar Patel is a writer 
and columnist

Immigration
policy of BJP
has unwanted

side-effects

J&K BABUS 
IN A SPOT

In the Narendra Modi era,
babus seem to be increasing-
ly reluctant to serve in New

Delhi. In fact, the government
has admitted that the number
of IAS officers appointed on
Central deputation is the lowest
in five years, as reported in this
column (Nov. 12). To reverse
the trend, the department of
personnel and training (DoPT)
has said that it will stop empan-
elment and promotion of IAS
officers who fail to file manda-
tory annual immovable proper-
ty returns and do not opt for
mandatory five-year Central
deputation after completing the
initial service of 10 years.

This has put babus in the
newly formed Union territory
of Jammu and Kashmir in a
spot. Sources say that in the
erstwhile state of J&K, the
babus never took the guidelines
seriously. Currently, 19 IAS
officers and 16 IPS officers have
not declared their immovable
assets. Among the IAS officers
who haven’t filed their immov-
able property returns/declara-
tion, four were in the rank of
commissioner/secretaries and
an equal number of them were
posted as the deputy commis-
sioners in different districts of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Union ministry for per-
sonnel has also issued a fresh
circular calling upon the IAS
officers to update their immov-
able property returns online or
otherwise by January 31.

KHEMKA MOVED
OUT AGAIN

Haryana IAS officer and
whistleblower Ashok
Khemka is the quintes-

sential outsider in babudom. He
has just been transferred for the
53rd time in a career spanning
28 years. This is surely a record
that will last for a long time. By
now, of course, Mr Khemka is
not thrown off by his abrupt dis-
placements, except tweeting his
displeasure. Over the course of
his career in the civil service,
the 1991-batch officer has held
myriad positions in several
departments such as land
administration, housing, AIDS
control, finance, rural develop-
ment, planning, fisheries, sup-
plies and disposal, social justice
and empowerment, among oth-
ers. His latest transfer sees him
move from the science and tech-
nology department to the
archives department.

Mr Khemka’s peripatetic
career came into the limelight
when in 2012, as head of the
land consolidation department,
he cancelled a land deal involv-
ing Congress president Sonia
Gandhi’s son-in-law Robert
Vadra. He lasted three months
in the post before he was shunt-
ed out. Clearly, no matter who
is running the government in
the state, Mr Khemka contin-
ues to face the ire of politicians.

Aakar
Patel

Dilip
Cherian
Dilli Ka
Babu

People are feeling
cheated by the BJP
government. What did
the chief minister
(Raghubar Das) do for
the state in the last
five years except
signing MoUs and 
visiting foreign coun-
tries in the name of
seeking investment?

SUNDAY INTERVIEW

Love them, hate them 
ignore them at national peril,

is the babu guarantee and
Dilip’s belief. Share 

significant babu escapades 
dilipcherian@hotmail.com

W
h e n
politi-
c a l
parties
achiev
e unex-
pected
e l e c -

toral victories, they often
become delusional about
their powers. Something of
this nature seems to have
happened to the BJP after its
success in the 2019 parlia-
mentary elections. It has
come to believe that it alone
has the right to decide on
what is good for the country,
and nobody else has the right
to question it. In its mind, the
partisan interests of the party
has become one with the good
of the country, and the
party’s manifesto has become
more important than the
Constitution of India.

Nothing else can explain
this statement made by Amit
Shah: “It (the Citizenship
Amendment Bill: CAB) has
the endorsement of 130 crore

citizens as it was a part of the
BJP’s manifesto in 2014 as
well as in the 2019 elections”.
The intent of the statement is
clear. Since the BJP won the
2019 parliamentary elections
in 2019, anything that is part
of its party manifesto must
have the backing of all of
India’s citizens. No one has
the right to disagree. The
party has become the sole
repository of what is good for
the country. Anyone oppos-
ing the BJP is against the
interests of the country. 

This becomes evident if one
examines the BJP’s agenda
since its victory in the 2019
elections. Irrespective of
what is good for the country,
items on its party manifesto
are being ticked off for imple-
mentation in a tearing hurry.
Article 370 was abrogated
without even a proper discus-
sion on the move, without
taking into account the conse-
quences of the action, and in
a deliberate subversion of the
express provisions of the

Constitution. The Triple
Talaq Bill was rushed
through without taking into
account the constructive
views of those who felt the
bill was flawed, even if such
critics were in agreement
with the goal of doing away
with this pernicious practice.
A visible arrogance and
hubris informs the party’s
actions, leaving little space
for debate, dissent and even
well-intentioned critique. 

Such an approach has led to
a great deal of instability in
the country. The CAB must
rank as one of the most
unnecessary pieces of
divisive legislations passed
by Parliament. If the purpose
was to grant citizenship to
those seeking asylum or the
citizenship of India on
account of religious
persecution in their country
of origin, the provisions of

the already existing
Citizenship Act could have
been tweaked or modified.
But the real purpose of the
bill was different. It was to
grant citizenship to non-
Muslim minorities on the
exclusionary basis of religion
by singling out for inclusion
only three countries —
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh — while leaving
out others such as Sri Lanka,
Nepal or Myanmar. 

This totally unacceptable
and flawed piece of legisla-
tion directly militates against
the expression provision of
Article 14 which says that
“the state shall not discrimi-
nate against any citizen on
grounds only of religion,
race, caste, sex, place of birth
or any of them”. To justify the
CAB, home minister Amit
Shah lurched back to the
unfulfilled agenda of
Partition. His logic was that
Pakistan was created on the
basis of an Islamic state.
Therefore, India should also
discriminate between those
seeking its citizenship on
similar grounds of religion.
Perhaps the BJP can be for-
given for not fully under-
standing the basis on which
the idea of India was
enshrined in our
Constitution. The RSS was
not part of the freedom move-
ment, nor was it associated

with the ideas that moulded
the spirit animating the cre-
ation of the republic. The idea
of India is directly antitheti-
cal to the idea of Pakistan.
The founding principle of our
Constitution is respect for all
faiths, equality for all our cit-
izens, and a resounding no to
the politics of dividing people
on the basis of religion. That
is why India has flourished,
and is India and not Pakistan.

The CAB’s, and the even
more pernicious National
Register of Citizens’ (NRC)
aim is to divide India and dis-
rupt its peace and harmony.
The NRC was mandated by
the Supreme Court for
Assam. But even there, it has
only created discord, harass-
ment and instability, and has
— ironically enough — been
rejected by BJP leaders them-
selves. There is no judicial
mandate to extend the NRC to
the entire country. But the
BJP insists that it will do just
that. On what basis? And for
what ends? A dangerous uni-
lateralism informs the BJP’s
actions, where the nation’s
interests have become subor-
dinate to the narrow, parti-
san goals of its party agenda. 

The people of India —
including Hindus — do not
want this constant state of
turmoil, this perpetual dis-
cord and acrimony, this
unending drumbeat of insta-

bility. They want to get on
with their lives, in peace and
security, and enjoy the secu-
lar dividends of a nation at
rest with itself: good educa-
tion, a prosperous economy,
job opportunities, serviceable
roads, assured water and
electricity, accessible hospi-
tals and three square meals a
day. But it is precisely this
agenda that does not appear
to be the priority of the BJP
government. The economy is
in a tailspin, agriculture is
languishing, law and order is
disintegrating, jobs are disap-
pearing. However, the BJP’s
concerns are the abrogation
of Article 370, the CAB and
the NRC, not jobs, economic
progress and social harmony.
The results are there to see.
The entire Northeast is in
flames. Kashmir is alienated.
And these are sensitive bor-
der states, where stability is
of paramount importance. 

The people of India must
make the choice between dis-
cord and harmony, peace and
strife, equality and discrimi-
nation, democracy and dik-
tat, stability and instability
and economic progress and
social divisiveness.

The writer, an author and
former diplomat, is a 
member of the JD(U). 

The views expressed 
are personal.

The dangerous unilateralism of the BJP
The founding principle
of our Constitution is
respect for all faiths,
equality for all our
citizens, and a
resounding no to the
politics of dividing
people on the basis of
religion. That is why
India has flourished,
and is not Pakistan.

Pavan K. Varma

Chanakya’s View

JVM(P) chief Babulal Marandi

Love scenes:
Natural 

presentation
favoured
NEW DELHI, Dec. 14.

Should love scenes be pre-
sented in films in a natural
and direct manner or
through suggestive actions,
verbal and visual, with the
lovers avoiding physical
proximity?

While the adults of Delhi
are evenly divided on this
issue the youths over-
whelmingly favour the nat-
ural and direct manner,
according to a sample study
conducted by the Indian
Institute of Mass
Communication.

The findings of the survey
conducted at the instance of
the Khosla Committee on
film censorship, form an
appendix of its report.

Contrary  to popular
assumption, night-life films
were not favoured by any of
the groups. With animation
and contemporary theme
films, they figured at the
bottom in popularity rating
of all the groups.

Men and women preferred
family life films. — UNI

50 YEARS AGO IN



New managers at Nasa are shown the movie
Armageddon to spot as many errors as possible.
At least 168 have been found.
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SUPARNA SSHARMA

C
ommercial cinema, by
its very definition, cash-
es in on emotions. And
the more contemporary,
more current these emo-

tions, the more currency it rakes
in.

Mardaani 2, starring Rani
Mukherji as IPS officer Shivani
Shivaji Rao, whom we first met in
2014, dips into the impotent rage
we often wake up to in our Bharat
desh where 93 women are raped
every day. 

Read that line again, please.
Ninety-three women. Every day. 

We repeatedly read of these
crimes, and though we often
remain numb to the violence of it,
sometimes the savagery of these
acts, especially ones that seem
close to us, awaken the dead with-
in and we try to at least articulate
our shock, register our anger.

Mardaani 2, written and directed
by Gopi Puthran, hits the ground
running and takes hold of us,
physically and emotionally, from
get-go with a kind of creeping,
stalking fear that we are unable to
shake off till the end. 

This is a feat of the film’s writing
and acting. 

What lifts Mardaani 2 above the
usual rape-revenge films is its
sharp politics, and the way it
shows misogyny as the guiding
principle underpinning not just
violent crimes against women, but
also, often, rather regular male-
female interactions.

And then, in the film’s last scene,
it again dips into that rage in a
way that is so overwhelming in its
catharsis, that though it seemed
primitive, it felt so right that I
could not stop my tears.

Sometimes, good commercial

films know what we need more
that we do. Or, perhaps, they show
us what we rightfully deserve. 

Mardaani 2’s last scene, powered
by Rani Mukherji’s superb acting
as she channels her character’s
raw rage, is iconic. It’s a scene
that, even when watched in isola-
tion, will move you.

Mardaani 2 is set in Kota,
around the time of
Dushera and Diwali. We

are at a mela where a young man,
Sunny (Vishal Jethwa), is limping
and talking directly to us, com-
pletely ignoring the fourth wall, as
if it never existed. 

He’s looking at Latika, a young
girl we barely know. But the
moment we see her, we feel as if
we know her. 

He leers at her and tells us, with
a terrifying smile, what he’s going
to do, why and how.

He talks to us as if it’s nothing,
as if what he’s planning is not a
big deal. We get the sense that he
has done this before. That she’s
just another girl for him.
Irrelevant. Whereas his guile, his
skill, this chase, this kill is what’s
important. it’s what keeps him
entertained.

This does two things — at one
level Sunny tries to recruit us as
his accomplice, co-conspirator in a
crime that’s abhorrent to us, more
so because the victim is wholly
innocent. And at the same time it
dips into our very real helpless-
ness that we often experience —
most recently on reading about a
girl who was set on fire on her way
to the court to testify against her
rapists. And the woman studying
to be a veterinarian who was
gangraped, and later doused
with diesel and petrol and set
on fire.

We sit frozen, but also riv-
eted — fearing that yet
another girl will be raped
and we won’t be able to
do anything.

Enter our saviour —
the newly-appointed
SP of Kota, Shivani
Shivaji Rao (Rani
Mukherji).

But just then, the

film dips. 
Shivani has barely arrived and is

already on top of things — so
much so that in a few seconds she
decides that the rapist-killer was
left-handed, that he took out his
anger on the victim, and that he
used a belt to kill her.

As she does so, another cop, Brij
Shekhawat, who is senior to her in
years but junior in designation,
talks of “aisi choriyan” (girls like
her), irritating Shivani with his
overt misogyny. 

This character and this acrimo-
nious relationship between
Shivani and Shekhawat is a paral-
lel thread that runs in the film, all
the time mirroring the rapist, his
attitude towards his victims, and
the way he violates them. 

Like Sunny talks of how he hates
women’s chul (swag), Shekhawat
repeatedly talks of the need for
women to stay in their aukat, of
not acting too smart, of behaving
in a certain way. He resents
Shivani simply because she is a
woman who is his superior, i.e. has
more power than him — in the
police force and in this world. This
upsets his
worldview,
and he

tries to bring back balance in his
world in the only way he can.

This casual, common, almost
regular misogyny which at one
level tries to drag down women
who men feel challenged and
dwarfed by, not by any action of
theirs, but just by being competent
and superior in education and
class, but more than that because
these women don’t pander to frag-
ile male egos, don’t have time to
worship mardangi, ties in seam-
lessly with Sunny’s uncontrollable
urge to “fix” such women.

This mirroring is done very clev-
erly, and the film keeps this two-
pack misogyny intact throughout,
showing us how it seeks to damage
and undermine women — at times
through micro-aggressions, at
times through malevolent, violent
crimes.

And then the film’s plot, which
seemed like it was going to be a
straight cat and mouse chase, coils
and tightens its grip around us
and Shivani as Sunny, taking a
sickening interest in her.  

He begins stalking her, finding
ways to be around her, watch her
even as he carries out a murder for
cash. This scene too is a surprise
because of the cold-hearted man-
ner but shocking finesse with
which Sunny conducts it.

All the while Sunny follows her,
watching each step, destroying
clues that may lead to him.

Though he keeps playing her, as
another rape is committed,
Shivani seems to get him. There is

some psychobabble that is a bit
annoying and presumptuous, as
if she is a psychic and not a
cop. 

As the deadline for
Shivani’s departure from
Kota comes close, the game
begins, where he seems one

step ahead, continually
challenging her. But then
comes the climax, violent
but cathartic, with a
dash of MeToo as a belt

gets handed from one
woman to the other.
It again dips into
our frustration,
but now it lets us
exhale, finally.

At many levels, Mardaani’s
screenplay, its writing is
very clever. Especially in

the way characters develop and
the plot unfolds.

The way in which Sunny’s char-
acter has been etched, through
scenes and dialogue — a rather
regular looking guy who is
deviant, just plain evil — is very
powerful.

But at another, especially the
film's dialogues, and specifically
those assigned to Shivani, are ter-
rible. 

Her lines are often expository,
and have her stating the obvious,
or communicate what’s being
shown. 

Thankfully, Rani Mukherji lifts
these dull scenes with her acting
chops. 

Though Vishal Jethwa, as the
audacious, light-eyed young crimi-
nal is brilliant, Ms Mukherji in
several scenes shows the powerful
performer she is. 

Vishal Jethwa, as the stalking
psychopath who has no feelings or
emotions for anyone, who seeks
gratification through violence,
who can feel alive only when he is
subjugating a woman, gets under
our skin. 

And Rani Mukherji’s Shivani is
the right counter to him —
unfazed by violence, and the
games men play, she is intelligent,
but also bold and brazen herself. 

Rani Mukherji can do big emo-
tions, but she doesn’t do them in
an overtly dramatic way. She cre-
ates interiority and works subtly,
with nuance. Above all, she knows
when to stop.

Mardaani 2 is short, and its
very clever editing adds
tension, pace and height-

ens suspense. 
The only disservice it does is that

it creates a fake sort of belief, a
baseless hope that cops will do
their damnedest, irrespective of
the threats to their jobs, to their
interests, to find rapists and
killers. 

Barring a very few notable
exceptions, all evidence in front of
us everyday is to the contrary.

Powerful performances that dip into our rage

DEBORAH RROSS

The Two Popes stars
Anthony Hopkins and
Jonathan Pryce — that’s

two reasons to buy a ticket,
right there — as Pope Benedict
XVI and his successor Pope
Francis I, and it is wildly enter-
taining, so now you have a third
reason too. True, it does, as oth-
ers have noted, shy away from
directly tackling the most diffi-
cult questions currently facing
the church. But is that really
the film you want to see? Rather
than this affectionate and liter-
ate bromance that does, in fact,
nudge us towards the bigger

picture, but slyly? Also, it is
brilliantly comic. Pope
Benedict, for instance, doesn’t
get jokes but does try to tell one,
which no one else gets. ‘It’s a
German joke, so it doesn’t have
to be funny,’ he then explains. I
laughed my head off.
Unquestionably, it is the most
papal fun I’ve had in years.

The Two Popes is directed by
Fernando Meirelles (The
Constant Gardener, City of God)
and written by Anthony
McCarten (Darkest
Hour, Bohemian Rhapsody, The
Theory of Everything), based on
his own stage play of 2017. It is
‘inspired by true events’ and
explores the resignation of
Pope Benedict, formerly
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, and
his replacement by Argentinian
Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, the
current Pope Francis. My word,
that sounds dreary, but I prom-
ise you it isn’t.

The conceit, which may or
may not be preposterous, imag-
ines meetings between the two
when Bergoglio has arrived at
the Pope’s summer palace with,

in fact, no thought of being ele-
vated to the papacy as he wish-
es to resign.

Benedict is fiercely conserva-
tive and does not hold with
moving with the times. ‘Marry
the spirit of the age and you
become a widow in the next,’ he

says. Bergoglio is much more
progressive and is unhappy
with the way the church has
dealt with the child abuse scan-
dals. ‘I am a salesman for a
product I cannot endorse,’ is
how he puts it. Bergoglio loves
Abba and football and tango

but, just as Benedict doesn’t get
jokes, he doesn’t get popular
culture either, yet he has been
equipped with a Fitbit. ‘Don’t
stop now, keep moving,’ it is
always clamouring, so we know
what side the film is on.

It is visually sumptuous. The

opening, set during the con-
clave of 2005, and featuring all
the red-clad cardinals, is as
wonderfully choreographed
and stunning as anything
from The Handmaid’s Tale —
that’s what it put me in mind of
— but set cheekily to Abba’s
‘Dancing Queen’. Also, the
Vatican has been magnificently
and opulently recreated, espe-
cially the Sistine Chapel. But
essentially this is a showcase
for Hopkins and Pryce and their
Pope-off, if you like. The two
characters are opposites on
paper. Benedict, previously an
academic theologian, has never
‘lived life’, as he admits, while
Bergoglio, a Jesuit, has always
worked among the poor. But
both, it turns out, are haunted
by sin. For Bergoglio, it’s his
role in Argentina’s Dirty War,
as shown in flashback, while for
Benedict it is the church’s han-
dling of child abuse claims and
his failure to deal with problem
priests. Or is it? Bergoglio
hears his confession but the
sound drops away, so we’re
never entirely sure. Weird, and

maybe a cop-out, but this would
be an entirely different proposi-
tion if it got too deeply into
that, and went beyond the sly
nudges.

The film opts, ultimately, for a
fond, odd-couple vibe, although
it is strangely imbalanced. Why
Bergoglio’s back story and not
Benedict’s? Why do crowds
shout ‘Nazi!’ at Benedict? You’ll
have to look that up for your-
self. And it is static and talky
with iffy accents. Hopkins, God
bless him, mostly resorts to
sounding Welsh. But he and
Pryce are a wonderful double
act, capable of being serious
but playful simultaneously,
which is a phenomenal skill,
and there are the brilliantly
comic moments. Especially
enjoyable is one of the Popes
trying to book his own plane
flight, and also one watching
his favourite Austrian TV show
which involves a German shep-
herd that is a detective. (It
exists. I checked.) Is it worth the
price of a ticket or your Netflix
sub? Is the Pope… you know the
rest.

DEBORAH RROSS

Ordinary Love stars
Lesley Manville and
Liam Neeson as a

long-married couple whose
lives are disrupted when she
is diagnosed with breast
cancer. Not very
Christmassy, but it’s not a
“cancer story”, as has been
said in some quarters, it’s a
love story, told profoundly
and beautifully and honest-
ly rather than cloyingly or
sentimentally. 

The screenplay is by the
Northern Irish playwright

Owen McCafferty whose
wife Peggy underwent
breast cancer treatment,
and the film is directed by
Lisa Barros D’Sa and Glenn
Leyburn. Set in Belfast, it
takes us from one
Christmas to the next, with
Manville playing Joan and
Neeson playing Tom and
first things first: how often
do you see middle-aged love
stories on screen? Almost
never, so in its way this is
quite radical. What’s more,
Joan and Tom are still lov-
ing and have sex and every-
thing (imagine!) and
although they’ve experi-
enced a great sadness (as we
later discover) their world is
now each other and they are
content with that.

They have their routines,
like their brisk evening
walk, and they still make
each other laugh as when
they’re in the supermarket
and she teases him about
his tomato-juice habit.
“Can’t you just eat more

tomatoes?” Their lives are
not exciting. The addition of
Worcester sauce to their
lunchtime soup is an event.
But all this lived-in comfort
and ease is shattered when
she is in the shower and dis-
covers a lump in her breast.

Joan undergoes a year of
treatment. Surgery, chemo,
the works. The cancer nurs-
es and technicians are all
real cancer nurses and tech-
nicians so that all feels true,

as does so much else. When
Joan’s diagnosis has yet to
be properly made and the
doctor says that on a scale of
one to five, the chances of it
being cancer is three, they
bicker about what this
means. Tom says three is
closer to one, which means
she’s in the clear. She says
no, it’s closer to five, which
means she has it for sure.
And you just know it’s what
you would think, if it were

you, and what you would
say if it weren’t. Heck, I
have been there, one way or
another — hasn’t everyone?
— and this is exactly where
your mind goes.

Their love isn’t tested, as
it’s plainly here to stay.
Instead, this is about the
coping and the pain and the
fear and the shoring up; and
being side-by-side but also
alone. At one point they lose
their tempers with each
other. “We are both going
through this,” he shouts.
“We are not. I am going
though this,” she rages.
They are both right, of
course. Other moments are
purely tender. “I never liked
your hair anyway,” he jokes,
when she loses it all.
There’s also a sex scene
where they say goodbye to
her breasts, in effect. This
is raw, and devastating, but
also deeply moving and sur-
prisingly erotic. I have seen
nothing like it at the cinema
ever.

The film is directed sensi-
tively, so it never feels
exploitative, and the light-
ing is beautiful, with the
warm brown glow of their
home contrasting sharply
with the cold blues and
whites of the hospital. And
the performances are pow-
erhouse performances,
Manville’s especially. How
she can convey deep, com-
plex emotions with just a
twitch of a lip, I don’t know.
It’s miraculous. 

Neeson has the lesser role
and towers above her physi-
cally but his Tom can be
small and vulnerable and
frightened. I’d forgotten,
actually, how excellent
Neeson can be when he isn’t
otherwise occupied with
killing bad guys or fighting
wolves. (The action here
doesn’t amount to more
than Tom driving his old
VW very slowly while fret-
ting about hospital parking
fees.) The pair have terrific
chemistry.

Brilliant, funny, wildly entertaining

RATINGOUR CRITIC’S Outstanding ★★★★★ | Great ★★★★ | Good ★★★ | Okay ★★ | Poor ★ | Truly Terrible TT

Mardaani 2 (106 min)
CAST: Rani Mukherji, Vishal
Jethwa
DIRECTOR: Gopi Puthran
RATING: ★★★★

The Two Popes
(UA) 125 min
CAST: Anthony Hopkins,
Jonathan Pryce
DIRECTOR: 
Fernando Meirelles  
RATING: ★★★★

Ordinary Love
(UA) 92 min
CAST: Lesley Manville,
Liam Neeson
DIRECTOR: Lisa Barros
D’Sa 
& Glenn Leyburn
RATING: ★★★★

Not just a cancer story, but a love story

SURESH KKAVIRAYANI II
DC

Venky Mama gener-
ates the good buzz
that results when-

ever real-life star rela-
tives come together on
screen. This Venkatesh-
Naga Chaitanya starrer
is one of the big budget
films hitting the screens
after a long run of small
budget films.

Rama Narayana
(Nasser) is a strong
believer in astrology and
warns his daughter
against marrying her
beau. She goes ahead,
and the couple is killed
in an accident.
Narayana’s son Venkata
Ratnam Naidu
(Venkatesh) brings up
her son Karthik, though
Narayana says the child
could be a threat. All of a
sudden Karthik disap-
pears from his village
and surfaces in the
Army in Kashmir. The
rest of the film deals
with why he did this.

Director Bobby writes
the story around the
chemistry that
Venkatesh and Naga
Chaitanya share. It is not
great but not bad too.
The director follows the
typical formula with all
the commercial ele-
ments. The first half is
entertaining especially
the scenes between
Venkatesh and Naga
Chaitanya. 

The director depends
on Venkatesh for the
humour, and the actor
delivers. The track
where Chaitanya tries to
make his uncle fall in
love with a teacher and
Venkatesh wants to
bring his nephew and
Raashi Khanna together
create some entertain-

ment.
The sudden insertion

of the military backdrop
looks odd and forced and
is a hurdle to the story
flow. The reason behind
Chaitanya’s joining the
Army is not convincing.
Except for that last half-
an-hour, the movie enter-
taining. 

Venkatesh once again
steals the show. He is
energetic, his timing is
perfect and he is a live-
wire. He is in full form
here, after ‘F2’. Naga
Chaitanya is an able foil
as the nephew. Payal
Rajput suits Venkatesh
and gets a good role,
while Raashi Khanna
plays Chaitanya’s love
interest.

Hyper Adi provides a
few laughs. Rao Ramesh
once again proves his
versatility and is strong
on the dialogues, capital-
ising on the punch lines.
His deserved a bigger
space. Prakash Raj as a
military officer puts in a
regular performance.
Two of Thaman’s songs
are catchy.

‘Venky Mama’ is a typi-
cal commercial film and
centres on the
V e n k a t e s h - N a g a
Chaitanya bond. It works
well till the last half an
hour.

Venkatesh
steals the show 

Venky Mama
(UA) 2 hrs 29 min
CAST: Venkatesh, Naga
Chaitanya, Payal Rajput,
Raashi Khanna, Nasser,
Rao Ramesh, Prakash Raj
DIRECTOR: Bobby
(K.S. Ravindra)
RATING: ★★★



Till he turned 22, Nobel winner Orhan Pamuk 
(Silent House, My Name Is Red, The Museum of Innocence) 
dreamed of being an artist and devoted himself to painting
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He has been described as a
jailer with a soul, and a law
degree. After retiring from
service in 2016 as legal advi-
sor, Tihar Jails, SUNIL
GUPTA now fights for the
rights of the underdog in
the Delhi High Court. A wit-
ness of eight hangings —
including those of Ranga,
Billa and the Indira Gandhi
killers — the self-effacing 63-
year-old says he does not
believe in the death penalty,
even for the ‘Nirbhaya'
rapists. 

Below are excerpts from a
conversation with Mr
Gupta and journalist
SUNETRA CHOUDHURY
who, along with him, has
penned Black Warrant:
Confessions of a Tihar
Jailer (Roli, pp. 208, `395),
the go-to book for a glimpse
inside India’s largest jail.

Q. Sunetra, you have 
been a prison reporter
and have also written
Behind Bars, a prison
diary of VIP prisoners.
What is it that excites
you about prison report-
ing?

Sunetra: It’s the
s t r a n g e r - t h a n - f i c t i o n
aspect of such stories and
the fact that most people
don’t know what happens
behind those high, guarded
walls. For a reporter, noth-
ing gives more pleasure.
And jails seem to be an end-
less source of the
unknown. 

Q. You draw a parallel
between Maqbool Bhat
and Afzal Guru’s hang-
ings in terms of Mr
Gupta’s reactions to
them. Why? Mr Gupta,
please also elaborate.

Sunetra: Both were con-
victed of being Kashmiri
separatists. Both were
bookish, intellectual, and
unlike others who spew
venom against the Indian
state. Maqbool, who pre-
dates TV media, spent his
time reading religious texts
and actually fought and
won the right for inmates
to keep stationery in jail.
Most importantly, both
were hanged due to a twist
of fate. The diplomat,
Ravindra Mhatre’s death
had nothing to do Butt and
JKLF. Finally, both were
buried in Tihar, quietly and
after having been deprived
of a last meeting with their
families.

Sunil Gupta: Maqbool
was a jihadi. Afzal, on the
other hand, told me before
his hanging that the whole
azadi issue had never been
his fight. That his hanging
does not end up causing
more bloodshed was his
last wish. 

Q. Is it true that as per
Indian law, a person can-

not be hanged twice?
What is the procedure to
be followed if a person
does not die by hanging?

Sunil Gupta: There is no
procedure laid down in the
jail manual. The immediate
task before the superinten-
dent jail is to extinguish
the convict's life so that the
court order is complied
with. If someone is heavily
built, he will die the
moment he is hanged. Not
so with people of a lighter
built. In Ranga’s case,
someone had to go in the
pit and pull his legs until
the last breath was drawn
out of his body.

Q. Of all the hangings
that took place in your
tenure, Mr Gupta, which
one was the most avoid-
able? Which one was
i n e v i t a b l e / ' b e s t -
deserved'? Do you believe
in the death penalty? The
question is open to both
the authors.

Sunetra: I don’t believe
in the death penalty
because statistics have
shown it to be completely
ineffective as a deterrent.
In some 
cases, it even encourages
the attacker to kill their
victim.

Sunil Gupta: I fully
agree with Sunetra’s state-
ment. The death penalty
has no place in a civilised
society. A civilised society
does not exact revenge on a
convict. For instance, the
media regularly says, what
about justice to ‘Nirbhaya’,
justice to the family? The
family, of course, would
want revenge. But if that
happens, you end up taking
the law in your own hands.
What happened in
Hyderabad was jungle
justice.  If you real-
ly reflect upon it,
what is a more
stringent pun-
ishment —
death or life? 

About the
‘ u n f a i r e s t
cut’. It was
when we
h a n g e d
Kartar and
Ujagar Singh
(for murdering
the wife of Presi-
dent V.V. Giri’s eye sur-
geon Narendra Singh Jain;
Jain had been having an
affair with his secretary).
They had charged only 500
rupees to kill Vidya Jain.
After spending 10 years in
jail, they were hanged. Jain
and his paramour were
spared. If you ask about the
best-deserved one, I would
say it was that of the Indira
Gandhi assassins. 

Q. Mr Gupta, when you
talk about the acquittal
of Balbir Singh and the

convictions of Kehar and
Satwant, why do you
write that there were
aspects that were
“deeply flawed”? What
were these flaws?

Sunil Gupta: The fore-
most of these flaws was
that the trial was conduct-
ed inside the prison. If
someone enters the prison
to depose against the pris-
oner, there is pressure. The
main witness in the trial
was Bimla Khalsa, widow
of Beant Singh. Every time
she gave her testimony, she
would go, “tthik hai na?
Thhik hai na?” (Laughs.)
That made for a bad show.
On the day of the pro-
nouncement of judgment,
R.S. Sodhi, the lawyer of
Satwant Singh, was

stopped outside the
court. He was not

allowed inside
until the judg-

ment was
p r o -
nounced.

Q. When
you think
back on
y o u r

career, are
there any

personalities
that you think of

fondly?
Sunil Gupta: That would

be Anna Hazare. He was a
pure soul. But he was
manipulated by other 
people. 

Q. Mr Gupta informs the
reader about the extraor-
dinary marriage of
Matron Raju Mukherjee
with a rape convict. As a
woman, my question to
Sunetra would be: How
subversive do you think
Ms Mukherjee’s mar-
riage would have been

today, in the time of
#MeToo?

Sunetra: I think it isn’t
about being subversive. It
is about women being
caught in extraordinary
circumstances. In a prison,
with odd hours and odd
characters around you,
who do you find attractive?
Also, when you tell people
you are a jailer who works
till late in the night, which
man will think you are a
‘suitable partner’? I think
Sunil Gupta’s story high-
lights the desperation of
everyone involved and also
reminds us that love can
bloom in unlikely places.
Perhaps, love can even be
truly blind.

Sunil Gupta: One can
comment it is immoral on
her part to marry a rapist,
but she was brought up in
an orphanage and when
she joined prison service
she had quite a low self-
esteem. Then there was the
question of emotional sus-
tenance. When she
returned from duty every
day, she met this man who
was the deputy superinten-
dent’s orderly. And in the
end, it is just a question of
rapport between two indi-
viduals. If she selected him
as her partner, it is her free
will. Indeed, there were
three or four other similar
instances. My own intern
married a man who had

killed another in the heat of
the moment. Both are
doing great now — the hus-
band is a very successful
businessman, with his own
breweries, and their daugh-
ter is a student in the
United States.

Q. Today we are (hope-
fully) exercised about
the lack of awareness
regarding the law on
disclosing the rape vic-
tim's identity. It is perti-
nent to note that India’s
bravery awards for chil-
dren, given out on
Republic Day, are insti-
tuted in the name of
Geeta and Sanjay
Chopra. What was the
procedure followed by
the media in reporting
this case at that time?
This question goes to
both the authors.

Sunetra: I think in terms
of coverage it was similar
to what the ‘Nirbhaya’ case
got. The incident really
shocked the nation. It
became a major talking
point in Parliament and led
to the Prime Minister visit-
ing the victims' homes.

Sunil Gupta: As you are
already aware, the law to
not disclose the name of
the woman was not there
in 1978 when the incident
took place. It was only
introduced in 1983. So
everybody, including
police, would take the vic-
tims’ names. And it was the
home minister, Charan
Singh, who came out with
the idea of the award in
order to inculcate bravery
among children. Morarji
Desai was the prime minis-
ter at that time. Both the
kids had fought their
attackers tooth and nail.
From the very next year
that they died this award

was instituted.

Q. Mr Gupta tell us more
about the phenomenon
of women trying to get
arrested so that they
could birth a ‘Krishna’.
You have not narrated
what they did to accom-
plish this.

Sunil Gupta: They would
be arrested in Excise Act
cases, for carrying more
than the legally permissi-
ble quantity of liquor. Most
were pregnant women.
They would deliberately
break the law so that the
pre-natal as well as the
post-natal care is taken by
the government. (Laughs.)

(Is it also true that the
population of Tihar rises
every year during the
winter season?)

There are isolated cases
(of petty crime). The aver-
age population increases
by about 100 during this
time.

Q. My last question
again goes out to the
both of you. Mr Gupta
mentions that during
his time in Tihar, bad-
minton used to be one of
his favourite sports and
he played with such
well-known partners as
Charles Sobhraj and
Manu Sharma. Mr
Gupta, what are your
favourite activities
p o s t - r e t i r e m e n t ?
Sunetra, do you believe
sports and intellectual
work can go together? 

Sunetra: Of course,
they can go together.
Remember, many people
feel that you have to play
hard to work hard. 

Sunil Gupta: I am a reg-
ular jogger and once did
yoga daily. I also like to
play badminton.

THE JUVENILE IMMIGRANT:
INDIAN STORIES FROM

AMERICA
By Namrata Verghese
Speaking Tiger, `399

Sucheta Dasgupta

‘Don’t believe in death penalty, even for Nirbhaya rapists’

I
t is the people’s outspoken self-confession, whose redeem-
ing power is well known. It is a spiritual mirror, in which
a people discovers itself,” wrote young-and-then-idealist
Karl Marx of the press. Ramsharan Joshi, his dutiful fol-

lower, tried to live up to the dictum. But his growth remained
as much as that of a bonsai plant. Reached a certain height of
ideals and then stagnated. Nevertheless, his life, like those of
all penmen of substance, is a repository of tales about how
India and its classes — bourgeoisie and proletariat — evolved
over the last 50 independent
years. Joshi proved Marx
prophetic in one depart-
ment — his writings
remained outspoken and
explosively self-confessing.
Even though, they created
storms in Hindi journalistic
and literary circles on sever-
al occasions.
Like a hero from the early
50s movies, Joshi started as
a newspaper hawker in
Jaipur to defeat his poverty
and pull the cart of his fam-
ily of a widowed mother
and physically-challenged
brother. Carrying newspa-
pers and magazines bap-
tised him into the world of
written word and its charm.

He also had an early taste
of the dirty dungeon – the
behind-the-scenes lives of
politicians. While dropping
papers at hotels and guest-
houses, he came across
many a Rajasthan leader.
Some wanted homosexual
favours, some wanted him
to arrange his girlfriends
for them. “Even in the
Nehru era, there seemed a grotesque nexus of sloppy politi-
cians and the press… socialists were sexual predators. It was
my first glimpse into this filth,” writes Joshi of his infancy
days as a journalist. Besides such bitter experiences, there
were also moments which enriched Joshi.

He preserved memories of his life as a “bal shirmik
(child labourer)” to serve as the guiding light of his 
future profession.

In fact, a plethora of journalists (both English and Hindi) of
yore and present in India have lived life by Marxist convic-
tions. Whether inspired by life or simply by youthful activism
on college campuses. In the 1960s, 70s and 80s, years before Dr
Manmohan Singh’s economic liberalisation, a majority of
journalists used to proudly flaunt their Marxist, Communist
or Leftist credentials.

Calcutta (now Kolkata) was once a nursery of Marxist,
Leninist and Socialist journalists, writers, artists and bud-
ding politicians. Joshi too took off from Calcutta. “It was the
Kaaba and Kashi (Mecca and Varanasi) of my career,” he
says of the city where he started as TP-operator-cum-Hindi-
typist in then multi-lingual news agency, Hindustan
Samachar, and soon was tutored into reportage of political
conflicts and communal riots. These two areas are the 
elixir of any reporter’s life and serve as a route to under-
standing India.

He learnt his lessons and ended up in Bhopal with Nai
Duniya daily, then one of the most prestigious and powerful
dailies of India, most specifically of the power-belt, north and
central India. It was with this daily that Joshi saw the asli
duniya (the real world): The shenanigans in power corridors,
the power of the press, the behind-the-scene theatre of the
political and social life of the elites. “It was routine for jour-
nalists to play broker among politicians. They used to get
such benefits from the government as rationed sugar to keep
them in good humour,” he writes. He learns of another
malaise that afflicted Indian media – the dominance of upper
castes like Brahmin, Rajput and Kayasthas in almost all
newsrooms.

The fruit of his sojourn was the cultivation of his relations
with Arjun Singh, then emerging Congress politician from
Madhya Pradesh and later Union HRD minister in the P.V.
Narasimha Rao Cabinet and UPA 1. His friendship with
Singh lasted till Singh took his last breadth. Singh made him
his official biographer for the Arjun Singh: Ek Sahyatri
Itihaas Ka (Arjun Singh: A Fellow Traveller of History). 

Joshi describes Singh as a people-friendly, popular, tough,
bitterness-absorbing, deserving-and-yet-deprived sort of
leader of Congress. “Like Narasimha Rao, Singh too was not
in favour of action against kar sevaks who demolished Babri
Masjid on December 6, 1992. He feared Hindu backlash,” he
writes of Singh. On another occasion, he notes the outbursts
of Rani Saroj Singh, wife of Singh, against Sonia Gandhi,
UPA chairperson, over ignoring Singh for presidentship and
another term in the HRD. Both these exposes reverberated as
bombshells within the Congress. And Singh finally retired
into obscurity before his death in 2011.

Besides his hobnobbing with players of power, Joshi’s trav-
els to document Indian poverty in its starkest forms – in
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Northeast, and so on – make for compelling reading. It bares
the truth about several customs prevailing in the rural heart-
lands. In Dantevada, which became a laboratory of armed
tribal struggle and continues to burn even today, Joshi finds
families who willingly sold their girls to flesh trade. “It was
both a profession and tradition for them,” he writes, 
detailing the experience of a night he spent in the residence
of such a girl.

His memoirs of Dantevada, when published, stirred curios-
ity in English press and then correspondent for India Today,
Prabhu Chawla, borrowed them from Joshi to write 
his report.

One more interesting anecdote that Joshi shares is of leg-
endary filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak. He writes, “Ghatak called
Mahatma Gandhi ‘surrail bachcha’ (son of a pig)… interest-
ingly some years later, he was awarded Padmashri by then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.”

Inspired by Marx, (Pablo) Neruda and other revolutionary
figures and coaxed by famous Hindi editor-writer Rajendra
Yadav, Joshi agreed to write confessions (stories of betrayals)
about his life and people who played a part in it. He wrote a
few pieces for Yadav’s acclaimed journal Hans around 2005
onwards. His essays, which are at the end of his autobiogra-
phy, stirred a hornets’ nest in Hindi circles. These no-holds-
barred confessions break all stereotypes attached to Hindi
writings. They are bold, discuss sex, expose people and the
ideologies they follow and demolish reputations.

On a personal note, Joshi shares the story of his romance
with a university research scholar in Bhopal. Daughter of a
senior IAS officer, she was a free spirit and a woman of many
men. Joshi fell in love with her. Veered from his revolution-
ary path and forgot to change the world. But he could not
convince the girl to marry her and married a “simple girl”
instead. He took to the life of a working pressman and then
the academic to run his household.

Overall, Mein Bonsai, which last month bagged the Valley
of Words award, is a masterfully written autobiography that
informs, provokes, educates, disappoints and delights read-
ers in abundance.

Mohammed Anas

review

Autobiography of a
journalist provokes,
informs, entertains

By Ramsharan Joshi
Rajkamal Prakashan, `399

MEIN BONSAI APNE
SAMAY KA (HINDI)

Deft and stylish debut explores the 

Malayali American
I

t’s been a terrific year for the
Indian short story in
English. Unni R took us on a
slow hop through Kerala in
One Hell Of A Lover; Aruni

Kashyap gave us Assam uncut,
while simultaneously exploring
the Assamese-American experi-
ence in My Father’s Disease.
Namrata Verghese, in The
Juvenile Immigrant, her debut col-
lection, explores identity, race and
gender in the Malayali-American
context. These are sparkling sto-
ries, freshly minted, that tackle
love and interiority with a decep-
tively light touch. There were
times I was reminded of Farrukh
Dhondy’s Trip Trap and Come to
Mecca, ostensibly written for
‘young adults’, and classics of the
immigrant story genre.

A Hindu teenager eats a Big
Mac to beat peer pressure from
her American friends: “She found
the burger delicious, but forced
herself to throw it up within min-
utes. It hadn’t polluted her for too
long.” In ‘Monsoon’ the protago-
nist discovers a master-key
vocabulary on entering college: “I
learn the words. I wield them
proudly and desperately, this
long-awaited lexicon that promis-
es to explain, to help. To heal.
Microaggression. Hegemony.
Discrimination. Gaslighting.
Trauma.”

An Indian boy, adopted by a gay
couple, grows up happy with his
two American dads, but as an
adult at American airports is
often “mildly surprised” when
he’s pulled aside for random 
pat-downs: “Sometimes, he for-
gets his insides don’t match his
outsides.”

Verghese is good at pinning
dialogue. A typical Indian busy-
body aunty makes small talk
with her friend about which
high school the latter’s daughter
should join: “It all starts there,
you know.” On learning of her
friend’s newfound interest in
gardening, Anu Aunty says:
“Oh! I'm so glad you are keeping
busy.” A boy recognizes his
newly-born sister in a hospital

ward, “the only brown baby 
in the room of red and 
pink babies.”

Arranged marriage plays an
oversized role in immigrant
writing, and there is plenty of it
here, though Verghese manages
to imbue it with some newness,
especially in ‘Family Secrets’
which manifests itself as a situ-
ational comedy set in a matrilin-
eal society. In ‘Neurons and
Hormones’, the protagonist,
Thomas, finds himself rejected
by the bride’s side for being “too
poor, too dark, and most damn-
ingly, too Mar Toma (the wrong
type of Christian)”.

Occasionally, Verghese lapses
into cliché, the writing can come
across as uneven and hurried.
For instance, this ready-made
image that seems to be drawn
from innumerable films, start-
ing with Bobby: “A woman opens
the door, stringy hair falling out
of a haphazard bun. She’s been
cooking, she explains.” Or sen-
tences like this one: “The heat
has nothing to push against,
nothing to beat.” When writing
prose, argued Martin Amis,
avoid using words that rhyme in
the same sentence.

But then, the author redeems
herself in passages of great lyri-
cal beauty (and terror). Here is
Mary giving birth: “...crouched

on all fours amid straw and
dung, her cervix dilating like
everyone else’s, her baby god
pink and slimy... Her body ordi-
nary and girlish, bent in pain —
human pain, the pain of every-
day miracles.” The lines are
from ‘Butter Chicken’, perhaps
the most pitch-perfect story in
the book. “Even as a child,
Beena has studied Mary’s serene
statue and wondered how, just
hours earlier, she could have
been crying out on the floor of
the barn, a small god pressing on
her uterus, damp with the same
womanly wetness that Beena felt
then.”

The writer’s Eunuch Park was
a finalist for the Hindu Prize 

for Fiction

Palash K.
Mehrotra

review

In ‘Monsoon’, the 
protagonist discovers a
master-key vocabulary on
entering college: ‘I learn the
words. I wield them proudly
and desperately, this 
long-awaited lexicon that
promises to explain, 
to help. To heal.
Microaggression.
Hegemony. Discrimination.
Gaslighting. Trauma.’

Verghese is good at pinning
dialogue. A typical Indian
busybody aunty makes
small talk with her friend
about which high school
the latter’s daughter should
join: ‘It all starts there, you
know.’ On learning of her
friend's newfound interest
in gardening, Anu Aunty
says: ‘Oh! I’m so glad you
are keeping busy.’ 

Sunetra
Choudhury,
Sunil Gupta

Q&A

The death penalty
has no place in a

civilised society. A
civilised society
does not exact
revenge onn a

convict. 
— Sunil Gupta
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Snell no more
New Zealand running great Peter Snell (in
pic), a triple Olympic gold medallist, has died
at the age of 80, sports historian Ron Palenski

SHORT TAKES

I could not be more
proud and happy
for those guys in

that cabin tonight. 
— Ernie Els, Internationals team

captain at the Presidents Cup, on his
team’s golfers

Momota closes on
11th title this year

Shanghai: Kento Momota will
play Indonesia’s Anthony

Sinisuka Ginting in Sunday’s
final of the season-ending BWF

World Tour Finals as the
Japanese closes on an 11th title

of 2019.
World No.1 Momota has reigned

over badminton this year and
defeated Taiwan’s Wang Tzu-
wei 21-17, 21-12 in their semi-

final on Saturday in Guangzhou.
He is enjoying a spectacular

season, with the World
Championships, Asia

Championships and prestigious
All England Open among his
haul of tournament victories.

Momota will be hot favourite in
southern China against Ginting

having defeated the Indonesian
10 times in their 14 meetings.

The world number eight Ginting
sealed his place in the champi-

onship match with a 21-15, 21-15
victory over China’s reigning

Olympic champion Chen Long.
In the women’s final, China’s

world number two Chen Yufei
faces Taiwan’s top-ranked Tai

Tzu-ying.
Chen defeated Akane

Yamaguchi 21-18, 21-9 in their
semi-final while Tai beat anoth-
er Japanese, Nozomi Okuhara,

21-15, 21-18. — AFP

Shuttler Tasnim,
Tara make final

Surabaya, Indonesia: Indian
shuttlers Tasnim Mir and Tara
Shah made their way into the
final of the Asian U-17 & U-15

Junior Badminton
Championships in Surabaya,

Indonesia, on Saturday follow-
ing their dominating victories in
the U-15 women’s singles semi-
finals. Tasnim will take on Tara

for gold medal in the all-Indian
final on Sunday.

While, top-seeded Tasnim
thrashed Japan’s Sora Ishioka
21-16, 21-11, Tara also beat her

Japanese opponent Kazune
Iwato 21-18, 21-14 in straight

sets.
Earlier in the quarterfinals, both

Tasnim and Tara claimed easy
wins against Japan’s Maya

Taguchi and Mei Sudo respec-
tively. Gujarat girl Tasnim won

the match 21-11, 21-13 while
Pune’s Tara registered 21-11, 21-

17 win.
However, apart from Tasnim

and Tara, other Indian shuttlers
could not manage to progress.
In the men’s U-15 singles quar-
ter-finals, top-seeded Tanmoy
Boruah and Ankit Mondal suf-

fered defeats. — Agencies

EAST BENGAL
BEAT TRAU

IN I-LEAGUE
Kalyani: Quess East Bengal FC
registered a narrow 2-1 victory

over Hero I-League newcomers
TRAU FC at the Kalyani

Municipality Stadium on
Saturday.

Marcos Jimenez Espada gave
the hosts the lead in the 17th

minute, before Deepak Devrani
equalised in first half stoppage
time. Marti Crespi scored a dra-

matic 89th minute winner to
seal the three points for the

Red and Golds.
Quess East Bengal made just

one change to their line-up,
with Alejandro Menendez

selecting Ronaldo Augusto
Oliveira to replace the suspend-

ed Jaime Santos Colado.
TRAU FC, on the contrary,

made several changes from the
side that lost 0-4 to Mohun

Bagan. Ugandan defender
Isinde Issac was benched, with

Deepak Devrani getting the
nod. Nigerian forward

Princewell Emeka started up
front alongside Khundongbam

Singh, in what seemed like a 3-
5-2 formation.

With the Kalyani faithful firmly
behind them, East Bengal

seemed to be in the driving
seat in the initial minutes of the

game. Their persistence to
overload and make inroads into

the final third via crosses and
lobbed deliveries almost paid

dividends, when in the 14th
minute, TRAU goalkeeper

Gurpreet Singh came off his line
to clear one such delivery by

Juan Mera. — Agencies

Davis, James lead Los Angeles’ victory over Miami
Lakers down Heat
Los Angeles, Dec. 14:
Anthony Davis scored a
game-high 33 points and
delivered a pep talk to
LeBron James as the Los
Angeles Lakers handed
the Miami Heat their first
loss at home with a 113-110
victory on Friday.

James scored 28 points,
12 assists and nine
rebounds and leading
scorer Davis also had 10
rebounds for the Lakers,
who extended their win-
ning streak to six games.

The matchup between
two of the top teams in the
league resulted in a play-
off-type feel as the Heat
suffered their first loss at
home after going 11-0 to
start the season.

“It was like a heavy-
weight bout,” said James,
who led Miami to two
NBA titles in 2012 and
2013. 

“It was like the old days,
(George) Foreman and
(Muhammad) Ali-type
atmosphere. These are
two teams that play physi-
cal and are both playing
extremely well this sea-
son,” he added.

Davis said he had to rep-
rimand James, who fin-
ished with eight
turnovers, because he
could see the future Hall
of Famer was struggling
in the first half.

“I had to get on him
tonight, he was thinking
too much. He was playing
a little timid for me,”
Davis said of James. 

“I told him, ‘We are
going to ride with you
whether you go two-for-20
or four-for-25, I don’t care.
You got to make an impact
on the game’. We have
great chemistry. Us two
are the leaders of this
team, we are the head of
the snake,” Davis added.

James agreed with that
critique and said he need-
ed a wake-up call.

“We were down today
because of me. I was reck-
less. I am supposed to be
the quarterback and my
teammates got on me,”
said James. 

“They told me to be
myself. Get my head out of
my ass and just play bas-

ketball. I had seven
turnovers in the first half.
The second half I just got
back to myself,” James
added.

Jimmy Butler had a
team-high 23 points for the
Heat, who had won six of
its previous seven games.

Miami trailed 112-110
with eight seconds left.
But they couldn't rebound
a missed free throw by
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope.

Butler then missed a
three-pointer at the buzzer
that would have forced
overtime.

Elsewhere, James
Harden made Orlando pay
for covering him one-on-
one, delivering another
brilliant 50-point perform-
ance as the Houston
Rockets trounced the
Magic 130-107.

Harden pounded

Orlando from the outside
and under the basket by
scoring 54 points and
seven assists.

Orlando chose not to
double team Harden in the
first half and then half
heartedly attempted to do
it in the second, but it was
too late.

“I feel like we lost
against just him tonight.

“He’s the MVP for a rea-
son. We talked about in
pregame that he’ll take
shots, and we’ll just live
with the results,” said
Evan Fournier.

Harden scored 50 or
more for the fifth time this
season and the fourth
time in his past seven
games. The rest of the
NBA has combined for

only five 50-plus games
this season.

Harden’s 54-point night
comes two nights after he
embarrassed the
Cavaliers with 55 points.

Harden nailed a fran-
chise record 10 three-
pointers against the
Magic. He finished 10-for-
15 from behind the arc
against Orlando.

Evan Fournier led
Orlando with 27 points for
the Magic, who have lost
three straight after win-
ning four in a row.

Also, Giannis
Antetokounmpo returned
from a one-game absence
to post 37 points and 11
rebounds, and the visiting
Milwaukee Bucks came
from behind to post their
17th straight win with a
127-114 victory over the
Memphis Grizzlies. —AFP

Miami Heat forward Derrick Jones Jr. (from left) dunks over Kentavious Caldwell-Pope and Dwight Howard of the
Los Angeles Lakers during their NBA basketball game in Miami on Friday. Lakers won 113-110. — AP

● Anthony Davis scored a game-high 33
points and 10 rebounds while LeBron
James delivered 28 points, 12 assists and
nine rebounds as the Los Angeles Lakers
handed the Miami Heat their first loss at
home with a 113-110 victory.

● Giannis Antetokounmpo returned to post
37 points and 11 rebounds as Milwaukee
Bucks came from behind to beat Memphis
Grizzlie 127-114.

International eye big win
Melbourne, Dec. 14: A
gutsy comeback from
Marc Leishman and
Abraham Ancer gave
Ernie Els’ International
team a massive confi-
dence boost at the
Presidents Cup Saturday
as Tiger Wood’s
Americans stormed into
contention.

The pair were five down
against Justin Thomas
and Rickie Fowler after 10
holes in the afternoon
foursomes, or alternate
shot format, but fought
back to halve the tie at the
18th in a demoralising
blow for the US.

Woods’ team won the
foursomes 3-1 after losing
the morning fourball
matches 2.5-1.5 to leave
the biennial showdown
on a knife-edge ahead of
Sunday’s 12 singles.

The Internationals lead
10-8 as they search for a
first victory since 1998 —
their lone win at the
match play event.

“It was unbelievable.
You talk about coming
back from the dead — 5-
down and 4-down through
eight and nine holes,
come back and get that
result, I mean, that’s a

turnaround. That gets
momentum,” said Els.

“I mean, we had a lead,
it looked like it was going
to be wiped away, and the
guys absolutely played
with their guts and I
could not be more proud

and more happy for those
guys in that cabin
tonight,” Els added.

World No.4  Thomas had
been in a rich vein of
form around the challeng-
ing Royal Melbourne
sandbelt course, first

alongside Woods and then
with Fowler before he ran
out of steam.

He said he was “speech-
less” after throwing away
the match and it was
“unacceptable for us to
get a half a point”. — AFP

International Team player Adam Scott of Australia hits to the green during the third
day of the Presidents Cup golf tournament in Melbourne on Saturday. — AFP

ABRAHAM FACES
TIGER IN SINGLES
CHALLENGE
Melbourne, Dec. 14:
Mexico’s Abraham Ancer
was handed the task of
facing Tiger Woods in the
singles at the Presidents
Cup on Sunday with the
match play showdown
poised for a tense finish.

Woods won both match-
es he played with Justin
Thomas on the opening
two days, but he chose to
focus on his captaincy
duties during the four-
balls and foursomes on
Saturday.

With all 12 team mem-
bers playing singles, the
43-year-old will be back to
try and inspire the US to
overturn a 10-8 deficit and
inflict another demoralis-
ing defeat on the
Internationals.

The Internationals have
only ever won the match
play event once, in 1998,
also at Royal Melbourne
when both Woods and
Ernie Els were playing.

Woods will be first out
followed by the composed
Japanese Hideki
Matsuyama and Tony
Finau, who has one PGA
Tour victory to his name.

— AFP

Heat on WADA for Russian sanctions
Lausanne, Dec. 14:
Criticism of the World
Anti-Doping Agency’s
sanctions against Russia
mushroomed with a
rebuke from the U.S.
Olympic and Paralympic
Committee coming on the
heels of the outraged res-
ignation of a member of
the WADA athlete com-
mittee.

The USOPC and British
Paralympian Victoria
Aggar each expressed
their disagreement with
WADA’s decision not to
issue a blanket ban on the
Russians in wake of evi-
dence that government
officials doctored data
that was supposed to be
used to prosecute cases
stemming from the coun-
try’s doping scandal.

Aggar, a Paralympic
rower, announced her res-
ignation from WADA’s ath-
lete committee, saying “I
simply can no longer be
part of an organisation
that places politics over
principle.”

Hours later at its quar-
terly meeting, the USOPC
board debated the wisdom
of sanctions that called
for innocent athletes to be
able to compete as neu-
trals at next year’s
Olympics, even though
determining who really is
innocent has been made
more difficult because of
the data manipulation.

“It’s very difficult for us
to see how justice can be
served and how there will
be a true deterrent versus
future corruption if any

of the athletes from
Russia have a right to
compete in Tokyo under
any flag, neutral or other-
wise,” USOPC chair
Susanne Lyons said.

“If the data truly has
been corrupted, it's very
unclear how you can
decide and siphon out

who’s been part of the
doping and who has not,”
Lyons added.

Earlier in the week, the
chair of the British
Olympic Association
called for “the fullest pos-
sible sanctions to be taken
against Russia at Tokyo
2020.”

It was the same stance
that a majority of the
WADA athlete committee
took last weekend, before
WADA executives met to
rubber-stamp the recom-
mendation that would
allow Russians to compete
as neutrals.

The decision led Aggar
release a statement say-
ing, “WADA’s actions have
fundamentally shaken my
belief in an organisation
that I felt initially served a

great purpose in protect-
ing the integrity of
sports.”

The USOPC’s Athletes
Advisory Council was
among those supporting
Aggar.

“WADA’s decision to
ignore the majority of its
own Athlete Committee is
out of touch and the cur-
rent sanctions will not be
enough to cause signifi-
cant change in Russia,”
the AAC said in a state-
ment.

WADA compliance
chairman Jonathan
Taylor said disallowing
the Russian flag and its
Olympic officials from the
Tokyo Games, but not bar-
ring all its athletes, “was
the appropriate line to
draw.” — PTI

● The US Olympic
and Paralympic
Committee  and
British Paralympian
Victoria Aggar each
expressed their
disagreement with
WADA’s decision not
to issue a blanket
ban on the
Russians.

Andhra bags Sepaktakraw bronze

Andhra Pradesh pipped Bihar in their third place
play-off while Telangana State went down fighting

to immediate neighbours Andhra in the quarterfinals
of the 23rd Junior National Sepaktakraw
Championships, at Victory Play Ground (VPG) in
Hyderabad.

Andhra defeated the boys from Bihar 21-16, 21-4 in a
lop-sided encounter for the bronze. Earlier in the semi-
finals, Manipur prevailed over Andhra Pradesh 21-13,
21-11 and Delhi downed Bihar 21-16, 21-4. In the quar-
terfinals, Telangana lost 17-21, 17-21 to Andhra
Pradesh.

Meanwhile, Nagaland will take on a resurgent
Manipur in the girls final on Sunday. Nagaland defeat-
ed Goa 21-17, 21-17 and Manipur got the better of
Odisha 22-20, 21-12.

THE RESULTS (REGU, BOYS)
SEMIFINALS: Delhi bt Bihar 21-16, 21-4; Manipur bt Andhra
Pradesh 21-13, 21-11. THIRD PLACE: Andhra Pradesh bt
Bihar 21-16, 21-4. QUARTERFINALS: Andhra Pradesh bt
Telangana 21-17, 21-17; Delhi bt Uttar Pradesh 21-7, 21-14;
Bihar bt Karnataka 21-9, 25-24; Manipur bt Odisha 21-19,
21-12.

REGU, GIRLS
SEMIFINALS: Nagaland bt Goa 21-17, 21-17; Manipur bt
Odisha 22-20, 21-12. QUARTERFINAL: Goa bt Haryana 8-
21, 25-23, 21-19; Manipur bt Assam 21-15, 21-15; Nagaland
bt Rajastan 21-17, 21-7; Odisha bt Uttar Pradesh 21-14, 22-
20.

Karnataka trounce Hyderabad

Hyderabad lost to Karnataka by an innings and 66
runs in their Col. C.K. Nayudu under-23 match at

Shimoga on Saturday. Needing 208 to avoid an innings
defeat, Hyderabad folded up at a paltry 142 in  63.1
overs. Ajay Dev Goud top scored with an unbeaten 44.
Earlier, S.S. Sateri slammed 172 from 390 balls for
Karnataka. His innings was laced with 16 hits to the
fence a heave over the ropes.
BRIEF SCORES (Day-2): Hyderabad 202 in 83.4 overs &
142 in 63.1 overs (Ajay Dev Goud 44 n.o., Abhilash Shetty
2/21, Santosh 3/33, Abhishek Ahlawat 3/26) lost to
Karnataka 410 in 151.4 overs (S.S. Sateri 172 — 390b,
16x4, 1x6, Pranav Bhatia 51, Karthikeya Kak 2/80, Ajay
Dev Goud 3/73, Ammaar Ayub 3/76).

Veer shines for Maharashtra

S. A. Veer emerged the pick of the batsmen for
Maharashtra in their under-19 Cooch Behar

Trophy match against host Hyderabad. Veer hit 52
while Shreyas Walekar chipped in with 39 to add to the
team’s tally. For Hyderabad, V. Chaitanya, G. Aniketh
Reddy and Md. Saqlain picked two wickets each.
Brief scores (Day 2): Elected to bat Hyderabad 265 in 79.4
overs (M. Pratyush 79, Tushar Tripathi 54, Prateek Reddy
35, R. S. Hangargekar 2/52, S. A. Veer 3/58, Omkar 2/57)
vs Maharashtra 237/7 in 99 overs (Shreyas Walekar 39,
S.A. Veer 52, V. Chaitanya 2/54, G. Aniketh Reddy 2/92,
Md. Saqlain 2/45).

Telangana State cue event underway

The Telangana State Snooker and Billiards ranking
tournament in which 180 players are waiting to

corner glory, began in Hyderabad. Bangaru Raju,
Chairman Sports (FNCC) and K.S. Rama Rao,
Secretary (FNCC) inaugurated the proceedings with a
cue shot. 

TS chess tourney on December 22

The Telangana State Chess Association will organ-
ise its 26th Telangana State ranking tournament at

Lal Bahadur Shastri Stadium’s yoga hall in Hyderabad
on December 22. Competitions are being held in vari-
ous age-group categories for boys and girls, including
in Under-7, 9, 11, 13, 15 and 17-year-oldss. Kids born on
or after 1-1-2002 are eligible to participate, although
there will be no spot entries. The first round of the
tournament will start around 10 am. Registrations
close on December 20. Further details can be had from
Organising Secretary on Tel No: 73375-78899/73373-
99299 or by visiting www.chesstelangana.com.

STATE CLIPS

Action from the quarterfinal match between
Telangana State (left) and Andhra Pradesh at the 23rd
Junior National Sepaktakraw championship at the
Victory Play Ground Indoor Stadium in Hyderabad on
Saturday. Andhra Pradesh won 21-17, 21-17.

K.S. Rama Rao and Bangaru Raju cut the ribbon to
kick start the proceedings at the Telangana State
Snooker and Billiard Ranking tournament in
Hyderabad on Sunday.

PRESIDENTS CUP



<<
Rishabh Pant, who
batted at No.4 in the
last 
six innings, hasn’t made
use of his opportunities. 

— E.K. SANJAY
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Boucher at helm
Former Test wicketkeeper Mark Boucher
was on Saturday named South Africa’s
head coach until 2023

TEST TAKES

It’s easy to switch
formats if your

game-plan is clear
and your

understanding of
the game is clear.

— Mayank Agarwal, India
batsman 

Rawalpindi: Overnight rain and
poor light continued to mar

Pakistan's first home Test in a
decade on Saturday, with offi-
cials calling the fourth day off

before play had begun.
Groundsmen wiped water from
the pitch covers and rolled out

a super sopper, but overcast
conditions and poor light

forced umpires Richard
Kettleborough and Michael

Gough to call off play at 12:00
local time (0700 GMT). Both

the Pakistan and Sri Lanka
teams remained in their hotel in

Islamabad. Sri Lanka had won
the toss and opted to bat on

the first day, but play was
called off after 68.1 overs due

to bad light. Only 18.2 overs
were possible on day two and

5.2 on the third. Sri Lanka were
282-6 with Dhananjaya de Silva

unbeaten on 87 and Dilruwan
Perera not out on six. 

The second Test is in Karachi
from December 19.

The Test is the first in Pakistan
since a militant attack on the

Sri Lankan team bus killed eight
people in March 2009, leading

to the suspension of interna-
tional cricket in the country as
foreign teams refused to visit

over security fears.
— AFP

Aussies take huge
lead against Kiwis

Rain continues to
mar Pakistan Test

Perth: Australia was in a com-
manding position despite a late

batting collapse on the third
day of the first Test against

New Zealand at Perth Stadium
on Saturday. Having led by 250

runs on the first innings, the
home side were 167 for six at

stumps, with Matthew Head on
eight and Pat Cummins on one

— an overall lead of 417.
Cruising at 131 for one when

Marnus Labuschagne (50) and
Joe Burns (53) were at the

crease, the Australians lost five
for 29 under lights later in the

day against some spirited
short-pitched bowling from the
Kiwis, with Tim Southee claim-

ing 4-63. Burns said the
Australians were not too con-

cerned by losing the late wick-
ets. “Really happy with where
we are at, although it was dis-
appointing to lose a few wick-

ets tonight,” he said.
“In the grand scheme of the

game we’re in a good position
and in control of the game.”
New Zealand batsman Ross

Taylor said the fightback late in
the day could prove important,
regardless of the result of this

match. “There is a still a fair
way to go in this Test match,”

he said. “But the fight we
showed bodes well for the rest

of the series.” — AFP
Brief scores: Australia 416 &

167/6 (Burns 53, Labuschagne
50, Southee 4/63) vs New

Zealand 166 (K. Williamson 34,
Taylor 80, Starc 5/52).
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Sunday blockbuster
It’s Indian spice vs Caribbean flavour as three-match one-day series begins in Chennai today

Venue Played WI won Ind won Tied N/R
In India 55 27 27 1 -
Total 130 62 62 2 4

WEST INDIES-INDIA IN ONE-DAYERSHIGHEST INNINGS
TOTALS

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL
SCORES

LOWEST INNINGS
TOTALS

BEST BOWLING 
FIGURES

India 418-5 in 50 overs
at Indore in 2011
Windies 333-8 in 45 overs
at Jamshedpur 1983

India 100 in 28.3 overs
at Ahmedabad in 1993
Windies 104 in 31.5 overs
at Thiruvananthapuram
in 2018

India 219 Virender
Sehwag at Indore in 2011
Windies 152* Desmond
Haynes at Georgetown
in 1989

India 6-12 Anil Kumble
at Kolkata in 1993
Windies 6-19 Patrick
Patterson at Nagpur in
1987

STATS: S. PERVEZ QAISER

C. SSANTHOSH KKUMAR
CHENNAI, DEC. 14

For someone who does-
n’t believe in taking
the aerial route to
entertain the crowd,
Virat Kohli, wittingly
or unwittingly, turns
on the beast mode
whenever he faces
bowlers from the West
Indies. Animated and
charged-up, the Indian
skipper’s brutal bot-
tom-hand power was
on full display during
the recent T20 series
against Kieron Pollard
& Co. Having guided
India to a 2-1 series win
in the slam-bang ver-
sion, Kohli is expected
to continue his stran-
glehold in a format in
which he is the undis-
puted king. 

The three-match one-
day series, starting
here at the M.A.
C h i d a m b a r a m
Stadium on Sunday,
will be the second time
India face the West
Indies in a bilateral
since their World Cup
debacle in July. Having
slammed back-to-back
centuries in Port of
Spain in August,
Sunday’s match pres-
ents an opportunity for
Kohli to complete
another hat-trick of
centuries against the
West Indies. For the
record, he has scored
six centuries in his last
10 innings against
them. 

A few changes in
India’s batting line-up
are imminent. In-form
KL Rahul is set to open
the batting in the com-
pany of Rohit Sharma
as Shikhar Dhawan is
out with an injury. The
debate on who is the
ideal No.4 still rages on
even after a slew of
players completed
their turns through
the revolving door.
Rishabh Pant, who bat-
ted at two-drop in the
last six innings, hasn’t
made use of his oppor-
tunities. Calls have
been growing louder
for the elevation of
Shreyas Iyer with for-
mer India coach Anil
Kumble joining the
chorus.  

Despite the injury to
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(Shardul Thakur has
come in as replace-
ment), Indian attack
would be confident of
coming through
unscathed, especially
in home conditions.
Mohammed Shami

will lead the pace
attack. Given the slow-
ness of the Chepauk
surface, the spin duo of
Kuldeep Yadav and
Yuzvendra Chahal
fancy their chances of
playing together in the
XI.

The pitch has been
under the covers since
Friday morning and
India had to cancel
their training session
on Saturday due to
heavy showers.
There is no rain

forecast for Sunday
afternoon. Teams bat-
ting first have won six
of the last seven games
played at the venue.

The West Indies have
put their defeat in the
T20 decider down to
the lack of execution
and they should take
heart from the fact that
their youngsters not
only dug deep, but also
challenged India.
Pollard reckoned that
his young side would
learn lessons from the
T20 defeat and turn up
fresh for the ODIs. 

Batting coach Rathour says
Pant can be India’s X-factor

Chase is an asset for
West Indies: Pollard
DC CCORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, DEC. 14

West Indies captain Kieron
Pollard heaped praise on
Roston Chase. Pollard said
Chase is an asset for the
team and he has the poten-
tial to be the number one
all-rounder in the world.

“I think he brings a good
balance to our team. He is
someone who bats in the

middle-order in Tests and
has scored centuries too.
He can play any role. Given
that he can bowl as well
gives us an opportunity to
play an extra bowler, an
extra all-rounder and an
extra batsman,” he said.

Pollard said the West
Indies are trying to make
full use of Chase’s talent.
“He can be up there in
terms of being the number
one all-rounder in the
world. He has come in as
left-field selection, but
that’s something that has
worked for us. He has been
very valuable for us. He
will play a key part going
forward,” he added.

The-32-years-old wants
his young players to focus

on what they want to
achieve. Pollard

believes in them
and wants them to be
patient.  

“For the younger
guys in the team, it’s
about changing your
training habits and
looking and focusing
at what you want to
achieve. The results

will show, but we must
have patience,” he said.

KL a serious keeping option: Shastri

NEHA SSURANA II DC
CHENNAI, DEC. 14

Team India are known for
their chasing prowess, but
they have faltered in
defending totals a few times
in the recent past. India
failed to defend a target of
171 in the second T20I
recently. Batting coach
Vikram Rathour, however,
believes India have
addressed the issue, espe-
cially after their perform-
ance in the T20 series
finale. 

“We are the number one
team in the world while we
are chasing targets and
that was one box we ticked
off. Batting first you need a
different kind of fearless-
ness. While chasing we
know our targets and plan
our game plan better,”
Rathour said.

“Batting first that is the
one area that we need to
look into. But the way we
batted in the last game
(T20I in Mumbai) was one
big tick in the box. So look-
ing forward to maintaining
that and whenever the
opportunity comes we will
be looking to bat first and of
course put scores on the
board,” he added.

Talking about the top
order doing the job and

middle-order not getting
enough chances, Rathour
said: “If the top-order is
doing well, the middle
order doesn’t get enough
balls. I don’t think we can
do anything as a team to
address it. As far as the
middle order is concerned
we have got really good
players in the team.”

KL Rahul played a key
role in the T20 series.
Rathour said the
Karnataka batsman had
gone through a lean patch
and there were a few tech-
nical and mindset changes.

“He has always been a
very good player. He went
through a lean patch which
every cricketer goes
through. He worked really
hard. There were a couple
of technical changes, some
change in mindset and it

worked really well. He has
always been a good player,”
Rathour said.

When asked if Rahul as a
wicketkeeper was an
option, Rathour said: “That
is something the team man-
agement will have to see, of
course, that is an option.”

Rishabh Pant who has
been under scanner for the
past few months, found a
supporter in Rathour who
believes the keeper-bats-
men can be an X-factor for
the Indian team when the
right time comes.

“I think, the reason why
we keep discussing is that
he has got an immense abil-
ity. Everybody believes that
he can be an X-factor. He
has been backed by the
selectors and the team
management. All of us
believe he is a good player
who can come good. He is
working hard on his game
and fitness. We are hoping
that he comes good.

“All of us believe that
once he starts coming good,
he can be a matchwinner
for the team. He has been
given opportunities
because he has done well in
past in this format. Once he
starts getting runs I am
sure he can be a massive
player for India,” Rathour
said.

New Delhi, Dec. 14: Only
Mahendra Singh Dhoni knows
whether his body will be able to
cope up with rigours of interna-
tional cricket after a break, KL
Rahul could be a “serious keeping
option” for next year’s T20 Word
Cup and Rishabh Pant needs to
“calm down”, feels India head
coach Ravi Shastri.

With Pant not doing well and
mystery surrounding Dhoni’s

international future, Shastri didn’t
rule out the possibility of Rahul
doing multi-tasking during the
marquee tournament ‘Down
Under’. 

“It’s sensible (the break by
Dhoni). I like the time (around IPL)
when he will be starting to play
again. I don’t think he is too keen
on the one-day stuff. He is finished
with Test cricket. T20 is an option.
It’s a format that is tailor-made for

him. But will his body be able to
cope with the demands, only he
will answer,” Shastri said.

“The rest would have done him a
world of good, mentally. That men-
tal fatigue would have gone away
by now. If he decides to play, which
he will because he will play the
IPL, then he will start training
with a very fresh mind. Then you
have got to see form,” said Shastri. 

— PTI

Vikram RRathour

LIVE on TV
India vs West Indies

1st ODI
on STAR Sports 1, HD

@ 1:30 PM 

Sach searches for hotel waiter!
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, DEC. 14

Sachin Tendulkar has
sought the help of netizens
in tracking down a Chennai
hotel waiter who once
helped him redesign his
arm-guard. 

Tendulkar on Saturday
recalled an incident at one
of Chennai’s hotel where a
waiter, who had come to his
room to serve coffee, and
asked whether he could dis-
cuss cricket.

When Tendulkar asked
him to go ahead, the waiter
told him about a particular
change in his bat swing
while he had his elbow
guard on. “He said ‘Sir, I
have noticed whenever you
wear an arm guard your bat
swing changes.’ I don’t
think I had spoken about
this to anyone in the world.
He said I was a huge fan
and rewind 5-7 times and
watch every ball.”

Tendulkar added: “So I
said, yes! You are the only
person in the world who fig-
ured that out. So you won't

believe that I actually came
back to my room from the
ground and carried my
elbow guard and
redesigned my elbow
guard: the correct size, the
right amount of padding

and where the straps
should be and all that. And
then I played, but he was
the only one who noticed
that”

Tendulkar took to Twitter,
posted a tweet in Tamil and

also shared the video.  “A
chance encounter can be
memorable! I wonder where
he is now & wish to catch
up with him. Hey netizens,
can you help me find him?”
tweeted Tendulkar.

An overview of the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium. The pitch has been under the covers
since Friday morning and India had to cancel their training session on Saturday due to
heavy showers.  — E.K. SANJAY

Kieron 
Pollard
>>
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Well done!
Former French Open champion
Francesca Schiavone said on Friday that
she has won the battle against cancer 

FC Goa rally past
ATK, top table

Goa: FC Goa emerged 2-1
winners against ATK follow-

ing a Hero Indian Super
League game here on

Saturday.
After a first-half laden with

inaction, the game saw three
goals in six minutes after the

break which ultimately set-
tled the fixture in favour of

the hosts. 
Mourtada Fall (60’) headed

in the opener for Goa but
ATK equalised through

Jobby Justin (64’). Ferran
Corominas (66’) made an

impact at the other end two
minutes later to restore his

side’s advantage.

Bengaluru eye
Mumbai scalp

Bengaluru: Bengaluru FC will
aim to go top of the table

when they take on a strug-
gling Mumbai City FC in the
Indian Super League at the

Sree Kanteerava Stadium on
Sunday.

The Blues currently, sit sec-
ond on the table (13 pts)

after seven games with four
wins and three draws and
remain the only unbeaten

side in the league while the
visitors have won only a

game and sit eighth in the
table. 

Although the goals have
not been flowing constantly,
Bengaluru have been able to

come up with the goods at
the right time.

SHORT TAKES

It was not the
prettiest game. At

this stage you have
to show resilience

and I believe we did
that today.

— Jurgen Klopp, Liverpool manager,
after their 2-0 win over Watford in

English Premier League

Liverpool, Dec. 14:
Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp hailed his
side’s resilience to keep
winning during a drain-
ing December schedule as
Mohamed Salah’s double
beat bottom-of-the-table
Watford 2-0 at Anfield to
open up an 11-point lead
at the top of the Premier
League.

The Hornets remain six
points adrift of safety, but
will wonder how they
headed home empty hand-
ed after enjoying the vast
majority of the chances
against the European
champions.

Salah produced the two
moments of real quality
from Klopp’s men by fin-
ishing off a rapid count-
er-attack from a Watford
corner to open the scor-
ing before flicking home a
second a minute from
time. 

Liverpool are now seven
games into a run of 15
matches in 50 days across
five competitions and the
strain on Klopp’s squad

was obvious in a

jaded display.
Nigel Pearson was tak-

ing charge of Watford for
the first time and the
impetus of a new manag-
er showed with the 40-
point difference between
the sides at opposite ends
of the table not in evi-
dence in their perform-
ances.

However, the big differ-
ence was obvious in both
boxes as the league’s low-
est scorers passed up a
host of huge opportuni-
ties, whilst Salah was
deadly. Only Watford’s
profligacy allowed
Liverpool to keep a first
clean sheet at Anfield.

Abdoulaye Doucoure
missed the first golden
chance when completely
miscued with the goal at
his mercy from Etienne
Capoue’s clever cut-back
with what incredibly was
only the second most
embarrassing mishit of
the half from Watford.

The visitors were made
to pay by the ruthless run-
away leaders as 15 sec-
onds after a Watford cor-
ner, the ball was in their
net. — AFP

Mo hits brace as Liverpool punish Watford
Salah, two good! 

London, Dec. 14:
Manchester City’s
Premier League title
defence appears over
before Christmas, with
Pep Guardiola’s men
travelling to Arsenal on
Sunday already 14 points
adrift of runaway leaders
Liverpool.

City have made the
extraordinary routine,
winning five of the past
six major domestic tro-
phies in England but
have dropped as many
points in 16 league games
this season as in the
whole of last season. So
what has gone wrong for
a hugely talented and
expensive squad under
the tutelage of one of
football’s greatest coach-
es?

INJURIES

Even a squad as rich in
resources as City’s is not
immune to injuries.

Leroy Sane and
Aymeric Laporte suf-

fered long-term knee
injuries in the first few
weeks of the season, with
Lapo-rte’s absence leav-
ing a gaping hole at the
heart of City’s defe-nce.

Fernandinho has had to
deputise out of position
at centre-back, meaning
the Brazilian’s influence
at the base of City’s mid-
field has also been
missed.

Benjamin Mendy’s lack

of fitness and an injury
to Oleksandr Zinchenko
has also led to a rotating
cast at left-back, with
none of the options avail-
able to Guardiola inspir-
ing much confidence.

BAD PLANNING

Even before Laporte’s
injury, City appeared
short at centre-back fol-
lowing the loss of captain
Vincent Kompany, who
left at the end of last sea-
son to take charge of
Anderlecht.

Kompany’s final years
at the club were ravaged
by injury, but he played a
vital role late last season
as City won their final 14
league games to pip
Liverpool to the title by
one point. 

The Belgian was an
inspirational leader and
his departure left City
without a figurehead
when things get tough.

— AFP

City’s woes continue
Live on TV

PREMIER LEAGUE

Man United vs Everton
from 7.30 pm on Star
Sports Select 1, 1 HD

Wolves vs Tottenham
from 7.30 pm on Star
Sports Select 2, 1 HD

Arsenal vs Man City
from 10 pm on Star
Sports Select 1, 1 HD

Melbourne, Dec. 14: All the world’s top-50 men and
women players, bar Victoria Azarenka, have con-
firmed they will start the Australian Open, the first
Grand Slam of the season, at Melbourne Park in
January, organisers said on Saturday.

Top-ranked Rafael Nadal and Ashleigh Barty lead
the field at the 115th edition of the tournament from
January 20 to February 7, which will mark the
return to action of former World No.3 Juan Martin
del Potro. The Argentinian has a protected ranking
of 22 as he makes a comeback from a six-month
injury break.

Seven-time winner Serena Williams will play as
she targets an elusive 24th Grand Slam title to
match the all-time haul of Margaret Court.

— AFP

Top guns set to play
at Australian Open

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah (third from left) cele-
brates with teammates after scoring against Watford
in the EPL match at Anfield on Saturday. — AP 


