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PERSONAL

I, Pawan K Garg S/O Narata Ram
Agarwal R/0 G-27/142-143, |-
Floor, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085. Changed My Name To
Pawan Kumar. 0040524264-1

I, Pawan Garg S/O Narata Ram
Agarwal R/0 G-27/142-143, |-
Floor, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085. Changed My Name To
Pawan Kumar. 0040524264-2

I, Omprkash Bhatt S/o Khila
Nand Bhatt R/0-RZ-F/34-A,
West-Sagar Pur, New Delhi-
110046, have changed my name
to Om Prakash Bhatt.

0040524264-4

I, Namrata Jaiswal W/o Pradeep
Kumar R/0 E-1018, Ashiana,
Mehrauli, have changed my
name after marriage to
Namrata Pradeep for all
purposes. 0040524230-1

I, Munesh Chandra S/o Sarnam
Singh R/0 G-17 Vijay Vihar
Phase-2 Rohini Delhi-85, have
changed my name to Munish
Chand. 0040524259-1

I, Mohd. Nisar S/o Mohd.Akhlak
R/0-H.No0.231-32, I-Block,
Shakurpur, J.J.Colony, Delhi-
110034. have changed my name
from Nisar to Mohd. Nisar for
all purposes. 0040524259-9

I, Mohammed Yamin Bachchu
S/o0 Mohammed Achhan, R/O
1017 Gali No.32 Jafrabad Delhi-
110053 Have changed my name
to Mohammad Yamin.

0040524264-7

I, ManojJain S/o Rajinder Kumar
JainR/0 C-51, Prem Kutir
Apartment Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed my
name to Manoj Kumar Jain.

0040524293-1

I, Latha M.P. D/o Damodaran
Edakkalavan Koroth Nambiar
R/0-H.No.H-4/43, Flat-No.201,
Mahavir-Enclave,N.Delhi-45
changed my name to Latha
Vinod Nambiar. 0040524261-5

I, Km.Rubi D/o Shahid Husain
W/0 AliNaqi, R/0-H-140, T-Huts,
New Seelampur Delhi-110053
have changed my name to
Ruby Ali 0040524264-6

I, Japji Lamba W/o Rattandeep
Singh R/0-H.No-79 Narang
Colony Janakpuri, New Delhi
110058, have changed my name
to Japji Kaur Chadha.

0040524261-4

I, Honey Grover W/o Deepak
Grover R/0 1949 Multani
Mohalla Rani Bagh, Delhi, have
changed my name to Hunny
Grover permanently.

0040524256-2

I, Harish S/o0 Gyan Singh R/0-A-
643, Shastri Nagar Delhi-110052
have changed my name to
Harish Rathore for all
purposes. 0040524259-8

I, Dharampal Alias Dharam Pal
Chhabra S/0 Shanu Ram R/O D-
37,AshokaRoad, Adarsh Nagar
Extn Adarsh Nagar N.S.Mandi
Delhi-110033 Have Changed My
Name To Dharam Pal Chhabra
For All Purposes. 0040524293-2

I, Chandni Kakkar D/o Harish
Chandra Kakkar W/o Preet
Singh R/0-4/537 GaliNo.4,
Bholanath Nagar, Shahdara
Delhi-110032, have changed my
name to Chandni Kaur Mahal
forall purposes. 0040524259-3

I, Brij Bihari Gupta S/o Mohan
Lal Gupta R/o E-3/28, Sector-7,
Rohini, Delhi, have changed my
name to Brij Gupta
permanently. 0040524256-1

I, Anita Rani,W/oVasdev Arora,
R/01/227,Subhash Nagar,
Delhi-110027, have changed my
name to ANITA ARORA.

0040524232-1

I, Boby Dhanjal Wife of Manoj
Sharma Residing at H.No.9,
18/3, Mathura-Road, Sector-15-
A, Faridabad have changed the
name of my minor son Aditya
aged 16-years and he shall
hereafter be known as Aditya
Sharma. 0040524274-2

I, Arun Chand S/o Sh.P.C.
Rajwar@Prem Chand@Prem
Chand Rajwar R/0:WZ-62A, Gali
No.-1, Raj-Nagar-Il, Palam-
Colony, New-Delhi-110077,
Have Changed My Name To
Arun Chand Rajwar For All
Future Purposes. Arun Chand &
Arun Chand Rajwar are one
and same Person.

0040524261-9

I, Anil Kumar S/O0 Mohan Ram
Arya H.No-9 Green Avenue Near
Church D-3 Vtc VasantKunj
Delhi-110070.New Name Anand
Kumar Arya. 0040524261-6

I, Akhilesh Trivedi R/o0 799
Sector-21A Faridabad
Haryana-121001 have changed
my minor daughter name from
Medha to Medha Trivedi

0040524259-2

I hitherto know as Pratibha Roy
D/O Lallan Kumar Roy W/O
Sh.Binit Kumar Sharma R/O-
534 first-floor DDA-Janta Flats
Pul Pehladpur New Delhi-
110044 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Pratibha Sharma.

0040524259-10

I Tufel Ahmed alias Md.Tufail
AnsariS/o Abdul Khalig Ansari
R/0 A-79, Amar Puri, Kumhar
Wali Gali, Nabi Karim, New
Delhi-110055 have changed my
name to Mohd.Tufail Ansari for
all purposes. 0040524226-1

I, Arjun Chanchela S/o Kanwar
Nawab Singh R/0-WZ-102
Khyala-Village Tilak Nagar
Rajouri Garden Delhi-110018
changed my name to Arjun
Chandila. 0040524264-3

INarender Nath S/0 Amin
Chand Sethi R/o0 ED-67 Tagore
Garden Delhi have changed my
name to Narender Nath Sethi.

0040524259-5

I Mohit Gupta S/o Late Sh.Raj
Kumar Gupta R/0 441, UGF,
Block-AG, Shalimar Bagh,
Delhi-110088 have changed my
name to Mohit Kumarr Gupta
forall purposes. 0040524226-3

IMohd Hamid Ahmed S/0 Anis
Ahmed, R/0-D-69, Band Gali,
Chauhan Bangar, Delhi-110053
have changed my nameto
Hamid Ahmed. 0040524264-5

1Jyoti Giri S/o Sh.Parmeshwar
Giri R/0 A-79, Flat No.201, First
Floor, Kh.N0.825, Chhattarpur
Extension, New Delhi-110074
have changed my name to
Parkashanand forall
purposes. 0040524226-2

IBhanupratap S/o Kailash
Chand R/0-63A G.N.8
BalbirNagar Extn. Shahdara
Delhi-32 have changed my
name to Bhanu Pratap Sharma.

0040524259-6

I, Puja Arora W/o Sanjay Arora
R/0-10-A, First-Floor, Gagan
Vihar Extn, Krishna Nagar,
Delhi have changed my name
toPoojaArora. 0040524261-1

I,RaeesS/o0 FazalDinR/o TH-18,
Sonia Gandhi Camp, Kailash
Nagar, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-
110031, have changed my name
Raees to Raees Ahmed for all
future purpose. 0040524143-1

I, Rinki Jha W/0 Naveen Kumar
R/0-139 TF Pocket B-6 Sector-3
Rohini Delhi-85 have changed
my name to Rinki.

0040524259-4

I, Sandhya Bareja W/o Jai Gopal
R/0-230 Pitampura Village
Delhi-110034, have changed my
name to Sandhya Baniwal for
all purposes. 0040524259-7

l,Shayda Begum W/O
Mohammad Rafi R/0-C-25
Gali.No-7 C-Block Brahampuri
Shastri-Park Delhi-110053.
Have Changed My Name To
Shaheeda Begum.

0040524261-8

I, Shivani Jain W/0 Manish Jain
R/0-67 1st-Floor, Rameshwar-
Nagar, Delhi-110009 Have
Changed My Minor Son’s Name
From Navkar Jain To Navkaar
Jain For All Purposes.

0040524261-7

I, Virendra Pratap Singh S/o
Bansh Narayan Singh R/0-23/E,
Sahadatpur, Maunath Bhanjan,
Mau-275101, UP have changed
my name to Virendra Singh.

0040524261-3

I, Suneeta Rani D/o Late Jai Dev
Dhingra W/o Sanjay Bhutani
R/0-389, Chhattarpur, New
Delhi-110074, have changed my
name to Sunita Bhutani for all
purposes. 0040524293-3

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Radhey
Shyam Sharma R/o R-9/282, Raj
Nagar, Ghaziabad have
changed my daughter’s name
from Tarini Sharmato Taarini
Sharma. 0040524261-2

I, Keerti Vardhan S/o Bhagwati
Prasad Kukreti R/0-C-22,
Ist/Floor,Housing Society,South
Extension Part-1, N.Delhi-
110049,have changed my Name
to Keerti Vardhan Kukreti.

0040524168

LOST & FOUND

Noticeis here,given that,the
share-certificate
by.Folio.N0.058775495,0f
Reliance,Industries-Limited
standing in,the name
of,Manjula Jain,residing-
at,64A,East Avenue,Sainik-
Farm,Khanpur,Pushpa-
Bhawan,New.Delhi-110062,hav
e been,reported.lost/stolen
and,thatan,application
for,issue of,duplicate-
certificate in,respect thereof
has,been made to,the
company,objection,if any
against,issuance of
such,Duplicate-Shares
certificates,should be
made,within.15-days,from
the,date of publication,of this
notice.Share-certificateis
not,mortgaged or,any loan
taken againstit. 0040524265-2

This,is to inform you all that
some original paper lost of
Flat.No.PH/1, Block-A, ATS-
Green,At-86, Sector-50,Noida
G.B.Nagar,U.P., 1:-Original
Agreement (Builder-Buyer
Agreement) 2:-Original
Possession Certificate. 3:-
Original Allotment letter.
If,anybody found,Please
Contact:-9999767013.

0040524265-1

I, Avantika Baisantry, D/O RR
Baisantry, have lost my original
Semester1,2,3,4,5and 6
marksheets, bearing Roll No.
12BSY0008 under course BA
(Hons.) Psychology, Session
2012-2015.8375931384

0050159787-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Mandeep Singh S/o Sh. Charanjit
Singh R/o 206, SFS Flats, Rajouri
Appartments, New Delhi have lost
original GPA, Agreement to Sell,
Receipt, Will & Possession Letter
executed 13-09-1989 by Sh. Hemant
Sharma Prop. of M/s A.K.
Enterprises in favour of Sh. KK.
Pawa & original GPA, Agreement to
Sell, Receipt, Will & Possession
Letter executed on 14-12-1989 by
Sh. K.K. Pawa in favour of Mandeep
Singh of Flatted Factory No. 76,
Block-A, Jhandewalan Flatted
Factory Complex, New Delhi. Finders
may contact at: 9971797562.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you all public at
large that my clients Sh. Ram
Kumar Son of Shri Ram Samuj and
Smt. Meenakshi W/o Ram Kumar
both are resident of H. No. C-1, F/F,
Rama Park Extension, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059 has
disconnected all their relations and
debarred their son Mr. Chaitanya
Yadav from all immovable and
movable property, assets, Bank
accounts etc. If any person deal him
in any manner then he will solely
responsible for the same.
Roshni (Advocate)
Ch. No. 563,
Patiala House Courts,
N. Delhi-01

SIKH

Wanted Groom for daughter
B.Com., M.PM. caste Sikh
Rajput, Age 34, Ht-5.5ft.
working in MNC Pune Divorced.
Caste no bar. Contact -
09823853315 0050159709-1

RAJPUT

PERFECT match for Rajput girl
29/5’3” MBBS Studying in MD
Hospital Administration b’ful
Father Class-| officer. Early
Decent marriage. MD/MS
doctor or Administration or
MNC officers preferred.
Contact:
dpsingh.homel@gmail.com
7042275132,7007059544(M).

006007 1565-1

PARSI/IRANI

41 year- Parsi Boy invites fora
Parsi/ Irani bride or any caste
opentoNRIgirlsalso.
9822544467, 7558487845.

0090266887-1

BRAHMIN

Brahmin, 33, 6’, LPA-7.8, Working
Asst. Prof.(ME,PhD Pursuing),
Seeks engineering working
professional ,DOB, POB must,
nmatree34@gmail.com,
8551075664 0050159416-1

SINDHI

Sindhi 48 years Handsome
Divorcee with two daughters
very wellsettled businessman
expects Sindhi decent sober
girl Phone:9890351051.

0090266956-1

CASTNOBAR

Suitable qualified match for well
settled advocate height 5’7’ DOB
26.11.1989 father (sagu) senior
advocate & mother (singla)
running her own eye clinic at
Ludhiana. Younger Sister
pursuing MBBS. Cast no bar. M -
9417197510, 9417642033

0020398507-1

RAJPUT

Katoch Rajput Boy,fair
complexion, 5’5”,13-12-1989,
7.50Pm, Panchkula, workingin
Australia, B. Tech (IT),PR
holder. Seeking well educated,
Beautiful and homely Rajput
girl. Contact: 09902399005
Emailid:
rajinderchand.katoch@yahoo.
com 0040523528-1

BUSINESS OFFERS

WANTED: DSA Direct sales
agent. Earn 3 lakhsincome,
Gold coin fine 999; Purity
refinery to retailer.No
securities/Bullion license.
WhatsApp- 6309095489.

0070687798-1

ONE Liquor Manufacturing Co.
in running condition, required
Distributor/ J.V. Partner.
Contact: 7558234491.

0070688056-2

PROPERTY

COMMERCIAL Premises onrent/
lease. Alibag, opposite S.T.
Stand, 900 1st floor, 900 2nd
floor, 700 3rd floor carpet area.
Contact- 9545984699.

0070688270-2

Indep. House 2 BHK 2 bath,
carpark, Sec 9A, Gurg. Rent 25K
Nego. Fmly person/direct Bank
lease, No pets. +918585967472.

0130014036-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Heena Sharma Advocate on
behalf of my client Mr Chetan
Arora and his wife Mrs Shiwali
Arora along with his son namely
Sahil Arora R/o Daisy 1602
Paramount Floraville, Plot no Gh-
06 Sector 137 Noida , Uttar
Pradesh 201301, cause this
notice to the general public that
my above mentioned clients have
barred and disowned all
relationship with Mr. Vishal
chhabra ,who is the brother in law
of My client Chetan Arora and
Nimisha Chhabra ( wife of Vishal
Chhabra) My clients have no
relationship whatsoever with
either Vishal Chabbra or Nimisha
Chabbra r/o 3/11 Block 3 Pant
Nagar, Bhogal, Jarpura South
Delhi 110014. hence both of them
have no right whatsoever on my
client or their movable or
immovable property. That My
clients publically declare not to
have any relation with both Vishal
Chabbra and Nimisha Chabbra
whatsoever due to misconduct by
Nimisha chhabbra. Hence my
clients in order to live in peace and
with dignity, breaks all
relationships with above
mentioned parties. If anybody
deals with them in any manner,
he/shall do so at his/her own risks,
costs and consequences. My
clients have no concern with them
inany manner.

HEENA SHARMA ADVOCATE

2/75, West Punjabi Bagh,
New Delhi-110026

JAGDAMBA PARSAD SINGH S/O
SHRI B.B. SINGH, IT IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT WE ARE THE
BONAFIED PURCHASER/LESSEE
OF THE MIG FLAT NO.A-14-A,
RAJOURI GARDEN G-8, AREA, NEW
DELHI. and the orignal documents,
ALLOTMENT LETTER, DEMAND
LETTER possession slip, site
possession, NOC electricity and water
etc. of the said flat has been lost. An
FIR to this effect has been lodged in
Delhi Date-12.09.2019,FIR/NCR/LR
No.-1545226/2019. If anyone found the
same may please contect JAGDAMBA
PARSAD SINGH Mob.9811243354.
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice,the person
claiming any right interest objection
with respect to this property can
personaly inform or write to Dy.
Director (LAB/HOUSING) 3rd floor,
D Block, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“INFORMED TO GENERAL PUBLIC THAT
MY CLIENT RENUKA JAIN W/O SUNIL
JAIN R/O X-14, BUDH VIHAR, PHASE-1,
DELHI- 110086, HAVE SEVERED ALL
THEIR RELATIONS SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC, WITH THEIR SON NAMELY
PULKIT ~ JAIN DISOWNED AND
DISINTERESTED THEM FROM ALL
THEIR MOVEABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT
BE LIABLE FOR ANY OF THE ACTS AND
NEEDS OF SAID SON. ANY PERSON
DEALING WITH THEM SHALL DO SO AT
HIS/THEIR OWN RISK AND
RESPONSIBILITIES.”
Sd/-
VINAY KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
30, A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM BLOCK
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-110054
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PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT SHRI SURESH SINGH GAHLAUT
SON OF LATE SH. BALBIR SINGH, RESIDENT
OF 574, NANGLOI NILOTHI, DELHI-110041,
SELLING HIS PROPERTY BEARING NO. 94 IN
POCKET-4 & 5, SECTOR-23, BUILT ON LAND
AREA MEASURING 330 SQ. MTRS,
SITUATED IN THE LAYOUT PLAN OF ROHINI
RESIDENTIAL SCHEME, ROHINI, DELHI.
WHOSOEVER HAS ANY OBJECTION
LEGALLY OR FACTUALLY TO THE SAID
TRANSACTION, MAY CONTACT SHRI
SURENDER KUMAR (ADVOCATE) SHOP NO.
6, RU-BLOCK, DDA MARKET, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034, MOBILE NO. 9811517537,
9213597617, AND MY CLIENT MOB NO.
9958596465. ALONG WITH ALL LEGAL AND
VALID DOCUMENTARY PROOF WITHIN A
PERIOD OF 10 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
PUBLICATION OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE.
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE

Take note that the original
document i.e., share
certificate issued by Unique
Apartments CGHS Ltd.
bearing Membership No. 63
dated 05.12.2019 pertaining
to Flat No. B-604, Unique
Apartments CGHS Ltd.,
Dwarka, Sector-6, New
Delhi owned by Smt. Madhu
Bala has been lost. Finder
may Contact at
08750568868.

My Client Surinder Singh Sio Late Madan
Singh Rlo B-116, Sector-30, Noida hereby
inform that | had purchased the property no.
B-116, Sector-30, Noida from Rachvan Singh
Slo Mr. Sohinder Singh Rlo B-116, Sector-30,
Noida Vide registered transfer deed cum sale
deed duly executed & registered in the office
of Sub-Registrar-1, Noida on dated 05.10.2018.
That after the death of Mrs. Satnam Kaur
aforesaid property was mutated in the name
of deceased's son Mr. Rachvan Singh vide
Noida's letter no. NOIDAJAGM(R)/B-116/30/
200212497, Dated 06.04.2002. Now | am selling
the aforesaid property to Mrs. Shalini Chadha
& MrVarun Chadha. If any person has any
objection he | she may file objection in the
Residential plot department of NOIDA within 15
days from the date of publication of this notice.

Notice Inviting e-Tender
e-NIT NO: eNIT/STD/Doda/ 31 of 2019 dated:11.12.2019
For and on behalf of the Govt of U T of of Jammu and Kashmir , Superintending Engineer O &

M Circle Kishtwar invites e-Tenders, (In Two Cover System) from reputed A-class electrical con-
tractors / registered firms enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D and Inspection Agency, for

De
Co

sign, Engineering, Manufacture, Supply, survey, Transportation, Erection, Testing &
mmissioning of 15 Kms of 33 KV Lines on 11 Mtrs STP with Dog Conductor from Bathri (Near

Bhatyas) to Thathri in District Doda/Kishtwar, UT of J & K, under languishing schemes.

Sr. Description of Work Name of Estimated Earnest Cost of Last Date
No. the Office Cost Money document of
(Rs.in (nRs.) (InRs.) Submission
lacs) of e-Bid
01. Design, Engineering, Superinte 1,87,50,000/- 3,75,000/- 4,000/- 24.12.2019
Manufacture, Supply, survey nding upto
Transportation, Erection, Testing Engineer, 4.00 PM.
& Commissioning of 15 Kms of M&RE,
33 KV Line on 11 Mtrs STP with Circle
Dog conductor from Bathri (Near  Kishtwar

Bhatyas ) to R S Thathri in
District Doda/Kishtwar , UT of J
& K with one 33 kv isolators with

Ravi Shankar Bhadauria-Advocate

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Invitation For Pre-Qualification,
International Competitve Bidding with PQ (ICB with PQ) on behalf of
Tamil Nadu Urban Health Care Project (Supported by JICA),
NIT No. 27/2019-2020/BCMC/MW/CHENNAI Dated: 12.12.2019

FORM OF CONTRACT: Unit Price Contract (LUMPSUM)

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu / Tamil Nadu Urban Health Care Project
(TNUHP), the Superintending Engineer, Tamil Nadu Public Works Department, Buildings
(Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Medical Works, Chepauk, Chennai-5 invites
Pre-Qualification Application for the following work at his office upto 3.00 P.M on
23.01.2020 in sealed cover from the prequalify contractors/ consortium/firms.

1. The Government of India has received a Loan from Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) towards the cost of the Tamil Nadu Urban Health Care Project (TNUHP) vide

LoanAgreement|D-P251, March-2016.

IFP No. Package Description

1 2 3

Approximate
Estimate cost Completion

Cost of PQ Document
remitted in favour of

4 5

Period of

TNUHP Construction of a Tower USD 20.29 18 Months The Executive
/IPWD/ Block and additional Million Engineer, PWD,
KMCH/ facilities including furniture  (INR 135.80 Building Construction
2019/C and furnishing excluding Crores) Division-Ill, Medical
WI/ICB/ medical equipment at Works, Chepauk,
IFP-02 Government Kilpauk Chennai-5.

Medical College Hospital,
Chennai.

The non-refundable fee
of INR 16,800 (INR
15,000 + GST (12%))

2. Interesed eligble Applicants may obtain further information of the Prequalification
Documents at the office the Superintending Engineer, Buildings (Construction and
Maintenance) Circle, Medical Works, Tamil Nadu Public Works Department, Chepauk,

Chennai-5 from 11.00 A.M to 4.00 P.M.

3. The documents can also be downloaded from the Websites: www.dgmarket.com (or)
http://www.tenders.tn.gov.in (or) www.tntenders.gov.in. The non refundable fees of INR
16,800/- including taxes for PQ documents shall be paid by applicants (who downloaded the
documents) along with the application as stated in para (5) above.

4. Pre-Application Meeting

: 08.01.2020 at 11.00 A.M at EIC (Buildings) office,

Tamil Nadu Public Works Department, Chepauk,
Chennai-5.

5. Application Submission Close Date
6. Application Opening Date

: 23.01.2020 at 3.00 P.M.
: 23.01.2020 at4.00 P.M.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PWD,
BUILDING (CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE CIRCLE),
MEDICAL WORKS, CHEPAUK, CHENNAI-5.

DIPR /4691 / TENDER /2019

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGI-
NEER ELECTRICITY TRANS-
MISSION DIVISION POWER
TRANSMISSION CORPORATION
LTD. “PARESHAN BHAWAN”, 130-D,
VICTORIA PARK MEERUT Tel. No.:
0121-2647227, 9412749809 E-mail:
eeetdmrt@gmail.com NOTICE
INVITING E-TENDER AND DATE
EXTENSION E-tender in two parts
(covers), part-l (cover-1) and Part-ll
(cover-2) are invited for works as per
details given in following table. Cover-
| of bid shall contain Tender Fee,
earnest money, prequalification
details, technical and commercial
terms and conditions and photo
copies of GST registration, PAN of
Proprietor/Firm, Account Statements,
Cover-2 shall contain price bid only.
SI. No.: 1 Item/work: Stoppage of oil
leakage from 160 MVA EMCO make
T/F at 220 KV S/S Shatabdinagar.
Tender Reference. No.: ETD/MT/ T-

13/ 2019-20 EMD (Rs.): 1800/-
Scheduled date & time of
submission of bids: Up to

09.01.2020 by 12:00 Hrs. Scheduled
date and time of opening of Part-I:
09.01.2020 at 13:00 Hrs. Cost of
tender documents including GST
(Rs.): 590/- SI. No.: 2 Item/work:
Providing & fixing of boards at 220 KV
S/S Shatabdinagar & 132 KV S/S
Lohiyanagar Tender Reference. No.:
ETD/MT/ T-14/2019-20 EMD (Rs.):
1400/- Scheduled date & time of
submission of bids: Up to
09.01.2020 by 12:00 Hrs. Scheduled
date and time of opening of Part-I:
09.01.2020 at 13:15 Hrs. Cost of
tender documents including GST
(Rs.): 590/- The tender Part-1
(Commercial) & Part-2 (Financial)
can only be submitted by the bidder
via online uploading of documents in
the PDF format only through
procurement website www.etender.
up.nic.in. 1. Cost of tender fee
against tender document shall be
credited directly to the account of
Executive Engineer, ETD, Meerut
through “‘“NEFT”/ "RTGS”
Transactions. 2. Earnest Money is to
be deposited directly to the account
of Executive Engineer, ETD, Meerut
through “‘NEFT” / "RTGS”
transactions. 3. The bid of Firms,
without above mentioned Digital
transaction against the purchase of
tender documents and Earnest
Money (EMD) shall be rejected

E-Mail: sepwdmedicalchennai@gmail.com

outright. 4. The Full Account Details
of Executive Engineer, ETD, Meerut
is given as below: - A. Account Holder
Name: EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
ETD, MEERUT B. Account Number:
50200041442802 C. Bank Name:
HDFC Bank D. Branch Detail: Ganga
Nagar, Mawana Road, Meerut (U.P.)
E. IFSC Code: HDFC0009290 5. The
receipt of such digital transactions
against “Tender Fee Cost” and
“Earnest Money” in form of UTR No. /
Transaction No. must be signed by
the authorized signatory of Bank
Issuer representative & also duly
signed by the bidder along with their
bank information’s comprising of
account number and account holder
name etc. 6. Such digital transactions
receipts as described in at Sl. No.5,
together with prequalification details,
technical and commercial terms and
conditions and photocopies of PAN of
Proprietor/ Firm, Income tax returns,
GST registration, Declaration
“Schedule C”, to be executed on a
non-judicial stamp paper of Rs. 10/-
with a revenue stamp of Rs.1/- affixed
shall have to be uploaded as a Cover-
1 of Tender part-1 in the PDF format.
7. Financial Bid containing price only
shall have to be uploaded as a Cover-
2 of Tender Part-2 in the PDF format.
8. No documents (Part-1 & Part-2) of
any of the Firm’s shall be accepted in
Hard-copies (i.e. other than online
uploaded in digitally pdf format)
through any means either by post or
personal by this office. 9. Date & Time
of opening of cover-ll of Tender Part-
2 shall be intimated to qualified
bidders later on, at the website:
www.etender.up.nic.in. 10. Please
visit website www.etender.up.nic.in
for any other corrections/
amendments/ modifications/
extensions till the date of submission

of tender and thereafter. 11.
Executive  Engineer, Electricity
Transmission Division, Meerut

reserves the right to accept or reject
any offer without assigning any
reason. 12. Dispute if any, shall be
under jurisdiction of Meerut District
Court in the State of U.P. “Save
Electricity in the interest of the Nation”
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER ETD,
MEERUT Letter No. 3949/ ETD/MT
dt. 12.12.2019

earthing blades at Tapping Point.

1. Bidders are advised to study the Standard Bidding Document and scope of the work carefully.
Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and
examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full under-
standing of its implications by the bidder.

2. The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or
download the e-Bid document,and submit their e-Bid on line up to date as per the details mentioned in

the table below:

A. Date & Time of downloading of
Standard Bidding Document

Sale of Bid Document (Start)
Sale of Bid Document (End)

No.: STD/Doda/2176-79

The standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over
http://jktenders.gov.in from 13.12.2019 from 10.00 A.M.

13.12.2019, 10.00 A.M.
23 .12.2019 upto 4.00 P.M.

DIP/J-10614/19

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Sub Transmission Division, Doda
Dated:- 11.12.2019

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PROVINCIAL DIVIISON, P.W.D KASGANJ
Very Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender

TAih: / 17T

e

The Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, U.P.P.W.D. Kasganj on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites
the Percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP, PWD, Road work. The
Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria
specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

sI Name of Work Estimated Bid Cost of Time of Address Address Address Category
No 2 cost (Rs. Security Document Completi of of of Chief of
@ inLac) (Rs.in (inRs.) on Executive Superint Engineer Contractor
o Lacs) engineer ending
executing Engineer
the work
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1 = Construction of Minor 35.50 3.55 500+300+ 3 Month Executive Superinte  Chief ABCD
&, Bridge and Approach GST Engineer, nding  Engineer,
& At Burhi Ganga on 144=944 Provincial Engineer, Aligarh
X Badariya Barbara Division,  Aligarh  Zone,
Sirawali Road KM 14 P.W.D., Circle, P.W.D.,
in Distt-Kasganj Kasganj P.W.D., Aligarh
2 Construction of Minor ~ 34.00  3.40  500+300+ 3 Month Aligarh ABCD
Bridge and Approach GST
At Burhi Ganga on 144=944

Takhroo to Nagla
Goswami via Nagla
Jari Road KM 1 in
Distt- Kasganj

Kasganj

2. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.

3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website http://etender.up.nic.in
from 20-12-2019 to 26-12-2019 till 12.00 PM. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of
http://etender.up.nic.in on or before 12:00 PM on 26-12-2019. Technical Bid received online will be opened

on 27-12-2019 at 12:00 PM

4. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same issued
from approved agencies before submission of bids.
5. T-5 Valid only under G.O. No. 836/23-7-17-176(General)/06 Dt 08-06-2017 and 14/2017/2170/23-7-17-
176(General)/06 Dt 13-12-2017 6. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid

extra as per applicable at the time of payment.

7. The cost of Tender has been inclusive of bitumen/Emulsion cost as per schedule "C" which will be issued
from PD, PWD, Kasganj Store as per Schedule “C” and its cost will be recovered from bills of contractor.

UPID No. - 146546 DATE - 13.12.19
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

Sd/-

(Sudhir Kumar)

Executive Engineer
Provincial Division, P.W.D.,
Kasganj
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‘OUR SYSTEMIS CONTROLLED BY PM OR CMs.
IF CMHAS INTEREST, THINGS WILL BE DONE’

NARINDER BATRA, IOA president

Ex-CM Farooq
Abdullah’s

detention is
extended by
three months

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 14

THE J&K administration ex-
tended by three months the de-
tention of National Conference
leader and three-time chief min-
ister Farooq Abdullah. This is the
second extension for Abdullah,
who was detained in his home
on Gupkar Road, Srinagar — now
declared a subsidiary jail —
ahead of the August 5 revocation
of Article 370 that accorded spe-
cial status to the state of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Abdullahis being held under
the Public Safety Act, 1978, “with
aview to prevent him from act-
ing in any manner prejudicial to
the maintenance of public or-
der”, the order extending his
detention stated. After the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Climate talks headed
for breakdown as
countries reject draft

EXPRESS
INMADRID

AMITABH SINHA
DECEMBER 14

NEWER AND deeper divides ap-
peared in the positions of coun-
tries in the final hours of the
Madrid climate talks, which
were left facing an extremely un-
certain outcome on Saturday
evening.

Country after country re-
jected the draft agreement text
that was put together on
Saturday morning after a whole
night of effort to find a compro-
mise language on contentious is-
sues. With very little time at hand
now — the conference, which
was scheduled to end on Friday
evening, is already in extra time
— the Madrid talks were facing

How carbon
market
works

CARBON MARKETS —
the major agenda point
of the Madrid discus-
sions — allow the trad-
ing of emissions be-
tween countries and
projects, with the overall
objective of incentiviz-
ing additional reduc-
tions in emissions.

the prospect of a breakdown or
an extremely weak agreement
that would avoid any decision on
the controversial issues.
Non-government organisa-
tions and civil society groups,
which are important stakehold-
ers in climate negotiations, also
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Dump for unclaimed bodies gets a
new life, is now amusement park

ASAD REHMAN
HARDOI, DECEMBER 14

IT IS 5.15 pm and three middle-
aged women are taking a brisk
walk around a lake in the
Railwayganj area of Hardoi, a dis-
trict headquarters town in Uttar
Pradesh some 500 km from New
Delhi. “All day we are busy with
our families. But every evening,
the three of us meet on this
walk,” says Alka Sharma, 38,
walking with Neena Singh, 40,
and Nisha Gupta, 43.

TRACKING
CHANGE»

EVERY SUNDAY

For all Change stories, log on to
www.indianexpress.com/change

Witness Change? Write tous at
change@expressindia.com

For these friends, and hun-
dreds of others, the two-hectare
(20,000 sq m) lake and the 500-
metre track around it, is a gift
that has changed the face of the

The two-hectare lake now
has boating. Asad Rehman

neighbourhood — what was
once an infamous dump for
everything including unclaimed
bodies is today an amusement

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Rape and after

On seventh anniversary of the December 16, 2012, Delhi
gangrape case, a look at what has changed, what hasn't
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CITIZENSHIP ACT CRITICISM GROWS

First BJP ally dissents: JD-U
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THE SUNDAY EXPRESS
MAGAZINE

How do readers travel the world? Do they go
looking to retrace the adventures of their
favourite literary characters? Pick this issue to
look at how literary journeys fuel our wanderlust

saysitdoesn’t support NRC

NRCwith CABis
dangerous,
discriminatory,
says Prashant
Kishor after
meeting with
Nitish Kumar

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, DECEMBER 14

JD(U) VICE PRESIDENT Prashant
Kishor said on Saturday that
party chief Nitish Kumar is
against the nationwide National
Register of Citizens (NRC) exer-
cise planned by the central gov-
ernment.

JD(U) national spokesperson
K C Tyagi confirmed that the
party —aBJPally that backed the
Citizenship Amendment Bill
(CAB)in Parliament — had “offi-
cially” decided to “say no to
NRC”. The JD(U) is the first BJP
ally to come out openly against
the NRC.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has repeat-
edly said she would not allow
the NRC to be implemented in
her state. After the CAB was
passed, Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said the “anti-
Constitutional law will have no
place” in Kerala, and Punjab
Chief Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh said his government “will
not allow the Bill to be imple-
mented in Punjab”.

In Kerala, bitter political rivals
CPM and Congress — and the
multi-party coalitions they lead

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

A protest against the citizenship law at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Bengal erupts as buses,
railway stations set
on fire; Assam calmer

ABHISHEK SAHA &
RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
GUWAHATI,KOLKATA,DEC 14

SATURDAY WITNESSED another
round of protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019, with the day marked by
bandhs, demonstrations and ral-
lies across the country, incidents
of violence in West Bengal, and
a total Internet ban in Assam.
The worst instances of vio-
lence were reported from West
Bengal, with protesters blocking

A protest in Dibrugarh on
Saturday. P11

highways and setting vehicles
and railway stations on fire, and
the police resorting to lath-
icharges. Train services were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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People vs
citizenship

CONG STOKING
VIOLENCE, SAYS

AMIT SHAH
PAGE 7

AtBharat Bachaorally in
Delhi Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Modi, Shah
dividing India,
says Cong at
rally in Delhi

MANOJCG &
ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

RAHUL GANDHI and Sonia
Gandhi on Saturday led a
Congress attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah, ac-
cusing them of dividing the
country in the name of religion,
and destroying the India growth
story. Rahul said “patriot Modi”
had done what the nation’s ene-
mies had always wished for.

Modi and “his assistant” Amit
Shah should apologise to the coun-
try for wrecking the economy,
Rahul told arally at Delhi’s Ramlila
Maidan. The world, he said, ad-
mired India’s 9% GDP growth, but
Modi had “single-handedly” de-
stroyed it through demonetisation
and a faulty GST, pushing unem-
ployment to a 45-year high, and
pulling down growth to 4.5%.

In fact, GDP growth, if meas-
ured using the old method,
would be just 2.5%, Rahul said.
“India’s enemies... always
wanted our economy, which is
our strength, to crumble. That
has now been done, not by our
enemies but by our Prime
Minister. And he calls himself a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Congress rally

deshbhakt... all the money has
been given to a handful of indus-
trialists; only a handful, not all.”

Rahul named Adani, whom
“Modi has given 50 contracts
worth over Rs 1 lakh crore in the
lastfiveyears”,and asked the large
crowd if they wouldn’t call it
“theft or corruption”. Also, he said,
“Some days ago, debt to the tune
of Rs 1.4 lakh crore of 15-20 peo-
ple were waived.”

India had elected Modi to
strengthenits economy and cre-
ate jobs for its youth, but he had
only “pit one religion against an-
other”, Rahul said. “In Jammu
and Kashmir and in the
Northeast... see what is happen-
ing in Assam, Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh...
Modi has set off fires in these
states. He divides the country
and weakens it... Modi thinks
about only one thing...he willdo
anything for power... marketing
honi chahiye Narendra Modi ki
(he only wants to be marketed
well)...hewantstobe seenonTV
every day.”

Rahul also said he would
never apologise for his “Rape in
India” jibe on Friday. He was not
Savarkar, the former Congress
president said.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi exhorted people to come
outof theirhomesand startan ag-
itation. “In the life of an individ-
ual, society and country,onceina
while a time comes when you
have take a decision on whether
you are on this side or that... that
time has come now; if the coun-
try is to be saved, we will have to
wage an arduous struggle,” she
said.

“Aaj to andher nagri chaupat
raja jaisa mahaul hai... the entire
country is asking where is sabka
saath, sabka vikas; where are the
jobs, why is the economy in the
doldrums?” Sonia said.

“They are tearing apart the
Constitution. The CAB (new citi-
zenship Act) will rip India’s soul
to shreds...like what is happening
inAssam and other Northeastern
states. But Modi and Shah don’t
care; their government does not
care about Parliament or consti-
tutional institutions... Modi-Shah
have only aim: their politics and
their only narrow agendais to pit
people againsteach other and ob-
fuscate the real issues,” she said.

The rally was also addressed
by Priyanka Vadra, former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, for-
mer Union Minister P
Chidambaram, and Chief
Ministers Ashok Gehlot of
Rajasthan, Kamal Nath of Madhya
Pradesh, and Bhupesh Baghel of
Chhattisgarh. Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
was not present.

The three members of the
Nehru-Gandhi family spoke for
nearly 45 minutes of the 110-
minute event,and got the loudest
cheers from the crowd. A dozen
other speakers spoke for the other
65 minutes.

Chidambaram said the gov-
ernment had reduced India to
“one of the struggling economies
of the world”, and alleged that its
Ministers were “completely clue-
less”. “Yesterday the Finance
Minister said everything is all
right and we are on top of the
world. The only thing she didn’t
say was achchhe din aane wale
hain,” Chidambaram said.

Even after coercing the RBI to
part with Rs 1.75 lakh crore from
its reserves, the government has
no money, Chidambaram said.
“They will raise taxes. Mark my
words, they will raise the GST.
They will raise other taxes, which
fall on the poor and the economy
will sink even further.”

The world, he said, would not
stay impassive to political and
economic instability, and anti-
people policies. “The world will
not keep quiet... Today, the US, the
European Union, Japan, and even
Bangladeshistelling us, ‘whatare
you doing?’ The US Senate’s
Foreign Affairs Committee con-

demns us, the European Union
warns us, the UN Human Rights
Commission warns us... whatyou
have done is completely opposite
of the democratic tenets of the
world. Today, India is suspect in
the eyes of the world. India’s econ-
omy is broken, India’s polity is
broken, and India’s leadership has
completely failed us,
Chidambaram said.

Manmohan Singh said Modi
had promised people that he
would take the country’sGDPto 5
trillion dollars. “He had assured
farmers that theirincome will be
doubled in five years. He had
promised the youth that he will
create 2 crore jobs for themevery
year. All these promises have
turned out to be false... they were
made to mislead the people,” he
said.

Entry to Ramlila Maidan was
barred around 12.15 pm, and
many supporters were forced to
stand outside. NSUI workers in
T-shirts that said “Modi hai to
mandi hai” (‘If there is Modi,
there is slowdown’) waved the
Tricolour and shouted slogans.

“Berozgaaron ki chailelo, koi to
le lo... (Someone please buy tea
from the unemployed),” 30-year-
old Monty Shuklawas calling out.
Shukla, who had come with his
friends, said he had an LLB from
Bundelkhand University, but no
income.

”

Savarkar nation’s
idol, says Shiv Sena

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena, an
ally of the Congress in
Maharashtra, on Saturday re-
acted sharply to Rahul
Gandhi’s jibe “my nameis not
Rahul Savarkar”, saying there
could not be any “compro-
mise” on the Hindutva ideo-
logue.

“Veer Savarkar is an idol
of whole country and not just
Maharashtra. The name
Savarkar denotes pride about
nation and self. Like Nehru
and Gandhi, Savarkar too sac-
rificed his life for the country.
Every such idol must be
revered. There is no compro-
mise on this,” Sena leader
and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Raut tweeted. ENS

Buses set afire

disrupted in a number of places
across the state.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjeeissued a statement, say-
ing action would be taken against
those vandalising government
properties. “Please protestin a
democratic way. Do not take law
into your own hands. Do not block
roadsand rail lines. Those who are
taking law into their own hands
will not be spared. We will take
action against those who are set-
ting fire to buses or pelting stones
attrains,” Banerjee said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

Assam, however, had a rela-
tively peaceful day, with curfew
being relaxed in state capital
Guwahati during the day. Chief
Minister Sarbanada Sonowal as-
sured people that the number of
peopleeligible to apply for citizen-
ship through the amended citi-
zenship law “will be very less”.

Inavideo appeal circulated to
journalists, he said, “Many people
have tried to create apprehen-
sions through a misinformation
campaign - some said 1.5 crore
(people would be eligible for citi-
zenship under theamended law),
someone said 2 crore, 2.5 crore,
and someone said 20 lakh. But to-
day,Iwant toinform you that peo-
ple living with us for decades and
decades, those people willbe able
to apply for citizenship through
CAB...Itis certain that their num-
ber will be extremely less.”

Guwahati, which saw pitched
battles between protesters and
security personnel, leading to the
death of two persons this week,
saw long queues at petrol pumps
and ATMs as curfew was relaxed

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

VIDEO OF
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AHOY, MUZIRIS: REVISITING KERALA PORT’S ILLUSTRIOUS PAST

Historical accounts have indicated that Muziris was a thriving trading centre. Now, centuries later, an
ambitious tourism-conservation project under Kerala government is attempting to revisit Muziris’ illustrious
past and the cultural and religious amity it was once home to.

THEDAY

BHARAT BACHAO
RALLY:

Congress slams Modi
govt over economy,
unemployment, CAB

FULL COVERAGE

CAB PROTESTS:

Internet services
suspended across
Assam till Monday

JD-U says it doesn’t support NRC

— have planned to unite in a
protest against the new citi-

zenship law in
Thiruvananthapuram on
Monday.

After a two-hour meeting
with the Bihar chief minister,
Kishor, who has been posting
tweets critical of both the NRC
and CAB over the last few days,
said: “Nitish Kumaris with the
party’s (JD-U’s) earlier stand of
saying no to NRC. NRC with
CABisdangerous. If thereis no
NRC, CAB per se is okay. The
CM said CABis aBill to give cit-
izenship, butifitis linked with
NRC, it becomes discrimina-
tory.”

Kishor said his personal
stand on the CAB remained
unchanged from what he had
posted on Twitter. On
December 13, Kishor had
tweeted: “The majority pre-
vailed in Parliament. Now be-
yond judiciary, the task of sav-
ing the soul of India is on 16
Non-BJP CMs as it is the states

who have to operationalise
these acts.”

A day previously, he had
posted: “We are told that
#CAB is bill to grant citizen-
ship and not to take it from
anyone. But the truth is to-
gether with #NRGC, it could
turninto alethal comboin the
hands of Government to sys-
tematically discriminate and
even prosecute people based
on religion.#NotGivingUp”

Kishor had also said he was
“disappointed” that the JD-U,
whose “constitution... carries
the word secular thrice on the
very first page and
(whose)leadership... is sup-
posedly guided by Gandhian
ideals”, was supporting CAB.

On Saturday, Kishor, who
had reportedly offered to re-
sign after being targeted by
senior JD-U leader and Rajya
Sabha MP RCP Singh, was ad-
vised by Nitish to work for the
party. Following the CM'’s in-
tervention, Kishor also played

down his differences with RCP
Singh.

K C Tyagi told The Sunday
Express: “The entire party is
solidly behind party chief
Nitish Kumar for saying no to
NRC. We had earlier said as
much, but our support to CAB
would have created confu-
sion.” Tyagi said the party’s of-
ficial stand of saying no to NRC
had crystallised after the CM’s
meeting with Prashant Kishor.

Supporting the CAB in both
Houses, the JD(U) had said the
Bill was not discriminatory,
because it was not going to
hurt Indian Muslims. Rajiv
Ranjan Singh spoke in Lok
Sabha and RCP Singh in Rajya
Sabha, but no party
spokesperson had spoken on
the matter.

Following Saturday’s de-
velopments, Bihar BJP presi-
dent Dr Sanjay Jaiswal said the
BJP’s stand was “well known”.
“Though I have not seen the
statement of Prashant Kishor,

our stand is well known. Our
stand is what our national
president and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah has al-
ready said,” Jaiswal said. “Let
us baskin the glory of CAB,” he
added.

Jaiswal parried questions

on possible differences with its
alliance partner JD-U over its
stand on the NRC.

In Kerala, leaders of the Left

Democratic Front (LDF), in-
cluding Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and his Ministers, and
those of the Opposition United
Democratic Front (UDF) will
attend a satyagraha outside
the martyrs’ column in the
state capital to send out a mes-
sage that both coalitions are
united in the fight against the
citizenship legislation. The de-
cision was taken after Leader
of Opposition
Chennithala spoke to the CM
over the phone.

Ramesh

(WITH VISHNU VARMA IN
KOCHI)

A dump for unclaimed bodies changes

park complex that has helped
reduced crime in the area and
generated livelihoods for local
people.

“Earlier, no one came here
because this was a dumping
ground. It was also a burial site
where unclaimed bodies were
dumped. The stench was un-
bearable,” Alka said.

The Belatali amusement
park — essentially the lake
with two colourful boats for
visitors to take joyrides — was
inaugurated on October 2 this
year by Hardoi District
Magistrate Pulkit Khare, 34,
who took the initiative to de-
velop the area along with the
Behta Chand gram panchayat.

Shailendra Srivastava, sta-
tion house officer of the
Kotwali police station, said:
“Before this (Belatali) was built,
we used to regularly get calls
from women complaining of
harassment and molestation.
Anti-social elements drank al-
cohol and gambled here. Now,
families and women feel safe
visiting the place. We also en-
sure that atleast two police of-
ficers are posted there.”

Prakash Chandra, the hus-
band of Behta Chand gram
panchayat sarpanch Gudiya,
said work began in December
2018, and the gram panchayat
worked with guidance from
the district administration.
“MGNREGA and Finance
Commission funds given to the
panchayat were used. When
we began construction, we
found several skeletons... Now,
as you can see, around 1,000
trees have been planted
around the lake, and children
take rides in boats,” Chandra,
47, said.

According to Chandra, at
least 3,000 of the around

till 4 pm in the evening on
Saturday. The ban on Internet
services has been extended to
Monday. The All Assam Students’
Union announced that it would
start its three-day satyagraha
from Monday.

The Assam Police arrested
scores of alleged protesters and
claimed that they would use pho-
tographic and video evidence to
nail those responsible for the vio-
lence and arson. Activist Akhil
Gogoi, wholeads the KMSS, an or-
ganisation that has been at the
forefront of the anti-CAB protests,
was reportedly booked by the
National Investigation Agency.

On Saturday, MLAs and MPs
of theruling BJPheld a meetingin
Guwahati while there was an-
other meeting between top lead-

15,000 people in the gram
panchayat found employment
during the construction of
Belatali. “Because they were in-
volved in the construction,
they have a sense of ownership
of the place. People also do
their bit for its upkeep,” he said.

The park currently employs
nine people at monthly
salaries of Rs 3,000-6,000,
Chandra said. “Because of
Belatali, several small busi-
nesses have opened in the area.
People from the gram pan-
chayat have opened stalls sell-
ing noodles, fast food, toys, and
ice cream.”

At one such stall, 19-year-
old Aman, who belongs to
Behta Chand village, is tossing
noodles in a pan. “I used to set
up my stall on the highway
near Shahabad tehsil, some 35
km from here. Since Belatali
was inaugurated, I have been
here... it saves me time and |
make more money,” Aman
said.

Opposite the Belatali gate
stands Hotel Shekhar, offering
26 rooms at a nightly tariff of
Rs 500. At the hotel, Suraj
Rathore, 31, says the construc-
tion of Belatali has led to the
tariff going up from the earlier
Rs 300.

“Earlier, the hotel had a staff
of three; now, at least 12 peo-

ers and party workers. “It was de-
cided that very soon, under the
leadership of the Chief Minister, a
delegation from Assam will meet
PM Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah to inform
them about the present situa-
tion,” minister and government
spokesperson Chandra Mohan
Patowary said in a press state-
ment.

While no majorinstance of vi-
olence was reported from Assam
on Saturday, a truck driver, who
suffered burns when protesters
set on fire an empty oil tanker in
Sonitpur district, succumbed to
his injuries, taking the toll in the
violence in Assam so far to three.

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Saturday announced
that the Joint CSIR-UGC NET had

ple work here. Most of them
are from Behta Chand village,”
said Rathore, who is from the
same village himself, and gets
a monthly salary of Rs 5,500.
“Now, a Hotel Lake View is
coming up next door,” he said.

Behta Chand resident
Harishanker Gupta, 62, said
Belatali seems to have brought
visible prosperity to the area. “I
see more people buying mo-
torcyles and mobile phones
these days,” Guptasaid. “Idon’t
know if it is because of the ta-
laab (lake), but I think several
youths have got employment
near the lake after its construc-
tion.”

Ram Babu, 35, who sits at
the park’s ticket counter, said
around 100 tickets are sold on
weekdays, about 150 on week-
ends. “An entry ticket costs Rs
2, and a ticket for a round of
boating on the lake, Rs 50.
There is a Rs-50 monthly pass
for those who come to walk in
the park every day,” Ram Babu
said, while handing pink tick-
ets to a father and his three
small daughters who have
come from Sandila town 50
km away.

“We came because of the
boats. My children are very ex-
cited; they’'ve never been in a
boat before,” the father, Anuyj
Shukla, 38, said, helping his

been postponed for candidates
appearing for the test in Assam
and Meghalaya. Candidates who
were to sit for the test on Sunday
atcentres in Dibrugarh, Guwahati,
Jorhat, Silchar, Sivasagar, Tezpur
and Shillong will be notified about
the revised schedule.

In Manipur, the six-hour
bandh called by the Naga
Students’ Federation against the
new citizenship law was effective
inthe Naga-dominant areas of the
state. Offices, educational insti-
tutes and shops remained closed
inthese areas.

InTripura, royal scion Pradyot
Manikya Debbarma has filed a
petition in the Supreme Court,
challenging the Citizenship
Amendment Act.

Curfewwasalsorelaxed inthe

girls wear orange life jackets.

Back after the 20-minute

ride, the two older girls,
Anuradha, 11,and Ridhima, 13,
look scared and excited in
equal measure. “I had fun. The
water
Anuradha said. Ridhima inter-
rupted her: “Did you see the
fish? I saw two!”

was very cold,”

Pintu, the man in charge of

the boats, said the lake has
some local varieties of fish, that
are fed every morning and
evening.

District Magistrate Khare

said he first visited the area
soon after being posted to
Hardoiin December 2017.“The
place was stinking. There was
garbage everywhere, the pond
was covered with water hy-
acinth, and sewage would be
dumpedinit.” He said he felta
transformation was needed
“because our towns and cities
need spaces where people can
spend time with their families
and relax”.

It was initially a challenge to

convince the Pradhan and
other stakeholders that this
was possible, Khare said. “They
felt that even if the area was
cleaned up, it would be impos-
sible to maintain. But they ulti-
mately came on board,” he said.

Sitting on one of at least 50

benches around the lake,
Smiriti Kashyap, 23, has a few
suggestions to further improve
Belatali. “There should be a toi-
let here. And also, perhaps a
few places where couples can
have some privacy. Small
places like Hardoi have no
restaurants or coffeeshops;
these public places are the only
ones where couples can meet,”
Smriti, who lives nearby and
had come to the lake with her
cousin Arti, 17, said.

Meghalaya capital of Shillong. The
Meghalaya government has de-
cided to convene a special one-
day session of the Assembly to
bring in a resolution toimplement
the Inner Line Permit regime in
the state.

In Nagaland. schools and col-
leges were closed, markets were
shut and vehicles plied in fewer
numbers during the six-hour
shutdown since 6 am by Naga
Students’ Federation against the
amended Citizenship Act, officials
said.

(WITHINPUTS FROMENS,
KOLKATA,NEW DELHI)

Farooq Abdullah

initial 12-day custody at home,
the state administration had ex-
tended his detention for a period
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Trucking through
India — A Hitchhiking
Adventure with

Rajat Ubhaykar
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In this episode of The Sandip Roy Show, a
hitchhiker tells us what he learned from
riding across India in trucks and the insight
it gave him about how corruption works.

of three months until December
15. The current extension allows
for Abdullah to be held until
March 15. The maximum period
for which such detention can be
extended is two years.

The 21-page dossier prepared
by the state ahead of his detention
notes that “the subject has
tremendous potential for creat-
ing an environment of public dis-
order within the districtand other
parts of Kashmir Valley. The con-
duct of the subject is seen as fan-
ning the emotions of general
masses against the Union of India,
instigating public with state-
ments against the unity and in-
tegrity of India”. The document
has recorded 27 charges against
Abdullah, 16 policereportsand 13
statements made by him in
favour of Article 35A and 3 FIRs,
some from as far back as 2016.

“Onthe 11thbirth anniversary
of his father at Naseembagh
Hazratbal,in December 2016, (he)
triggered controversy by making
explicit overtures towards sepa-
ratist conglomerate, namely
Hurriyat Conference, by stating
that they should unite with his
party for the cause of Kashmir.”

Despite demands by the
Opposition that Abdullah be re-
leased and allowed to attend
Parliament’s Winter Session,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said political leaders detained in
J&Kwould be released by the state
administration “without interfer-
ence” from the Centre.

Former chief ministers
Mehbooba Mufti and Omar
Abdullah continue to remain in
detention since August 5.

Climate talks

rejected the draft texts.

Negotiators were asked to go
back to the meeting rooms to re-
vise the drafts again, to be consid-
ered later Saturday night and pos-
sibly Sunday morning.

There was only one major
agenda for Madrid talks to nego-
tiate and decide — the rules for a
new carbon market to be set up
under the Paris Agreement. That
would have completed the Paris
Agreement rulebook that was fi-
nalized in Katowice in 2018 with-
out the provisions related to car-
bon markets on which countries
had major disagreements.

Two other issues came to
dominate the discussions at
Madrid — one relating to the de-
mand to enhance climate actions
being currently taken, and the
other about the need to make de-
veloped countries accountable to
their climate obligations in the
pre-2020 period.

A number of countries —
mainly the ones most threatened
by climate change, such as small
island states, but also some devel-
oped countries and civil society
organisations — had been de-
manding that countries commit
themselves to taking more cli-
mate actions in view of recent sci-
entificassessments that the world
was not doing enough to prevent
the worst impacts of climate
change. These countries and or-
ganisations had been pushing for
provisions in the Madrid agree-
ment that would calluponall the
countries to update their climate
action plans, called Nationally
Determined Contributions or
NDCs, with greater commitments
by next year.

Countries such as India, China,
and many others have been
strongly resisting this. They have
beenarguing that it was moreim-
portant to start delivering on the
commitments already made in
the past than make fresh commit-
ments. It was in this context that
these countries repeatedly raised
the issue of unfulfilled promises
of developed countries in the pre-
2020 period. Under the Kyoto
Protocol, the predecessor to the
Paris Agreement, developed
countries were mandated to
make targeted cuts in their emis-
sions, and also provide money
and technology to the developing
countries to help them fight cli-
mate change. But the developed

countries have been way short of
meeting these obligations.

As a result, developing coun-
triesled by India, China and Brazil
had been pushing for provisions
that would hold the developed
countries accountable to their
past promises.

When the first draft of the
agreement came on Friday morn-
ing, all these options had beenin-
cluded. But that draft was heavily
bracketed, each bracket repre-
senting a difference of opinion
and different option on the table.
The final agreement cannot have
brackets. So when the revised
draft was put before the negotia-
tors on Saturday morning, many
of the earlier options had been re-
moved, triggering angry reactions
from whoever was backing those.

The European Union, Spain,
Bangladesh, Belize, Colombia,
Grenada and many others
pointed out that the draft textdid
not strongly ask the countries to
raise the “ambition” of their cli-
mate actions by next year, and this
would unacceptable to them.

“This was supposed to be a
COP (Conference of Parties to the
UN Framework Convention on
(Climate Change, the formal name
of the climate meetings) of ambi-
tion. We do not see this ambition
reflected anywhere,” said the ne-
gotiator from Belize, while speak-
ing on behalf of the group of small
island countries.

The EU representative said it
would be “impossible for EU to
leave this COP without a satisfac-
tory language on ambition”.
Mexico said it was disappointed
to see that there was no mention
of NDCs being by next year. “We
would have failed the COP if we
donothave provisions toenhance
ambition,” the Mexican negotia-
tor said.

Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh
and Tuvalu also made similar re-
marks onabsence of stronger pro-
visions on raising of ambition of
climate actions.

Countries such as India and
China, on the other hand,
lamented the fact thata provision
on creating a work programme to
assess the performance of devel-
oped countries on their pre-2020
promises had beendropped. “The
problems we are facing today are
not because of lack of intent but
because of lack of implementa-
tion which is very glaringly visi-
ble in the unmet pre-2020 targets.
The work programme was meant
toaddress these gaps,” India said.

Chinasaidithad already made
it clear that strong provisions on
assessment of pre-2020 actions
was “very important forall devel-
oping countries”, and needed to
be strongly reflected in the final
agreement.

The United States strongly ob-
jected to even a mention of as-
sessment of pre-2020 actionsand
demanded that it be removed.

Many countries had other
problems as well. Saudi Arabia
and Russia, forexample, said they
would not accept an agreement
that acknowledged the Oceans
report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change but ig-
nored the Land Report by the
same organisation. The IPCC’s
Oceans report was about the im-
pactof climate change on oceans,
while the other report was about
how land systems and land-use
affects and in turn is affected by
climate change. The land report
touches upon the sensitive sub-
jectof emissions from agricultural
practices.

While all this was being dis-
cussed, the draft text on carbon
markets had not even been fi-
nalised. The provisions related to
carbon markets have been deeply
contested with India, Brazil, China
and some other developing coun-
tries aligned on one side, and the
developed countries, many small
island countries, and civil society
groups on the other side. When
the draft text on carbon markets
did make its appearance a little
later on Saturday morning, it was
promptly rejected by Belize and
some other countries.
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DAY AFTER STUDENT-POLICE CLASH

Jamia postpones exams amid protest

ARANYA SHANKAR &
ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

IN THE wake of protests against
the new citizenship law on cam-
pus, Jamia Millia Islamia
Saturday postponed all its exam-
inations and declared holidays
till January 5.

“The winter vacation is de-
clared from December 16 to
January 5. The university will re-
open on January 6. All examina-
tions are hereby postponed. The
rescheduled examination will be
notified by Controller of
Examinations on the website of
the university in due course,”
said Registrar A P Siddiqui in a
notice.

“All Deans/HoDs/Directors of
Centres are directed to ensure
that teachers should give award
lists of all examinations held till
date, and also hold meetings in
their respective departments to
reschedule the examinations be-
fore university reopens,” he
added. As per the earlier aca-
demic calendar, winter vacations
were to be held from December
24 to January 15.

At the protest held on Jamia
campus Friday, students and po-
lice personnel had clashed, lead-
ing to stone pelting by a section
of protesters and lathi charge by
police personnel, who also used
teargas.

On Saturday, too, protests
continued, albeit at a smaller
scale.Jamia Millia Islamia Metro
station was closed for entry and
exit for an hour in the evening,

The protest also saw activists
such as Shabnam Hashmi in at-
tendance. “People of our gener-
ation used to feel what will hap-
pen to activism after we die. But
the way students in universities
are standing up, we can... know
that the mashaal has been
passed on to thousands,” she
said.

Ayesha Akhtar, a BA student
at the protest, said, “The new law
is against the Constitution. They
are attacking our Constitution

Protests on the Jamia
campus continued Saturday.
Tashi Tobgyal

and I think every person should
oppose this; not just the minor-
ity groups. We exist because of
the Constitution, and they are at-
tackingit...”

Anger against the police was
also palpable on the campus.
Shahid Mohammad, a PhD stu-
dent of Jamia who had come to
the protest, said, “Democracy
works through dissent and by
encouraging dissent. Had they
allowed the protesters yesterday
to travel to Parliament house, we
would have submitted our
memorandum and come back.
That was all that students and
teachers had planned to do.”

In the evening, students put
up their own barricades and
stopped traffic.

Prompted by criticism of a
protest going awry in the ab-
sence of a students’ union, the
students held a meeting on cam-
pus late in the evening of all ma-
jor student organisations —
NSUI, CYSS, AISA, SIO, etc — to
decide the future course of ac-
tion.

“We have formed a commit-
tee which will comprise two-
three members of each organi-
sation. A meeting of that
committee will be held soon to
decide the future course of ac-
tion,” said Ajaz Ahmad from
AISA.
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At a protest near Jantar Mantar against the new citizenship law and proposed NRC, Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Many voices, 1 concern at Jantar Mantar

SHIVAMPATEL &
SHAARDHOOL
SHREENATH

NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

FOR OVER adecade, Mohammad
Faizal (20),astudent atamadrasa
in Old Delhi, has been living in
the capital with his family after
they shifted from UP’s
Bulandshahr. For some members
of his family, the passage of the
new citizenship law recently
prompted a trip to their ancestral
home.

“My relatives couldn’t find
theirland registries here and had
to go to Bulandshahr. Will the
poor be able to do that?” he said.

On Saturday, Faizal and his
friend Abdul Rahim were among
more than 1,000 protesters who
gathered at Jantar Mantar against

the new citizenship law and a
proposed country-wide National
Register of Citizens (NRC). Copies
of the Act were torn at the
protest, as around 100 police and
paramilitary personnel deployed
at the venue looked on.

Harsh Mander, a human
rights activist, told the gather-
ing: “The ruling administration
has sparked a war... against three
sections: Indian Muslims, oppo-
sition voices, and the
Constitution.”

Supreme Court advocate
Prashant Bhushan, one of the
speakers at the event, said, “This
is the BJP’s next stepinachieving
a Hindu Rashtra.”

Several people expressed ap-
prehensions about a country-
wide NRC, and what could hap-
pen if they can't find requisite
documents.

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION

Lalit Kala Akademi

National Academy of Art
Rabindra Bhavan New Delhi - 110 001

61t National Exhibition of Art

The 61st National Exhibition of Art will be held in
February 2020 at New Delhi. The minimum age of
participation is 25 years. The Entry Forms can be
obtained from Lalit Kala Akademi Head Quarters at New
Delhi and Regional Centres at Bhubaneswar (Phone:
0674-2391884), Kolkata (Phone: 033-24641719),
Chennai (Phone: 044-28291692), Lucknow (Phone:
0522 2324067), Garhi, New Delhi (Phone: 011-
26431849). Forms can also be collected from
Akademi’s Sub Centres at Shimla (Phone:
09459279179), Patna, Ahmedabad, Agartala and from
State Lalit Kala Academies, Zonal Cultural Centres and
Art Organisations. Entry Forms can be downloaded
from Akademi’s website: http://lalitkala.gov.in

The last date for submission of the Entry Form is 10th
January, 2020. The duly filled form may be addressed to
Secretary I/C, Lalit Kala Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan, 35
Ferozeshah Road, New Delhi-110001. For any further
information please contact on phone numbers: 011-
23009281/23009200. Email: art. lalitkala@ gmail.com

2nd National Tribal Art
Exhibition

Coinciding the National Exhibition of Art a National Tribal
Art Exhibition will be organised. Interested Tribal Artists
may contact or write to the Akademi. The last date for
submission of the Entry Form is 10th January, 2020.

Kala Mela 2020

Kala Mela 2020 will also be organised during the
National Exhibition of Art. Interested Artists may contact
or write to the Akademi. The last date to apply is 31st
January, 2020.

Online applications are invited for admission to the following courses/programmes for the academic year 2020-2021
at Hyderabad, Shillong and Lucknow:

Undergraduate Courses: B.A. (Hons.) English; Arabic; French; German; Japanese; Russian; Spanish; B.A. Journal-
ism and Mass Communication

Postgraduate Courses: M.A. English; Journalism and Mass Communication; Computational Linguistics; Enﬁlish
Literature; Linguistics; Literatures in English; Comparative Literature; English Lan?_uage Teaching; Hindi; Arabic Lan-
guage and Literature; French Language and Literature; German Language and Literature; Russian Language and
Literature; Hispanic Language and Literature

Teacher Training Courses: Postgraduate Diploma in the Teaching of English (PGDTE); B.Ed. English; Postgraduate
Diploma in the Teaching of Arabic (PGDTA)

Postgraduate Diploma in Translation (PGDTL

Ph.D. Programmes: Ph.D. Linguistics and Phonetics; English Language Education; Media and Communication;
Engilish Literature; Translation Studies; Hindi; Comparative Literature; Indian and World Literatures; Aesthetics and
Philosophy; Film Studies and Visual Culture; Cuttural Studies; Arabic Language and Literature; French Language and
Literature; German Langua?e and Literature; Russian Language and Literature; Spanish Language and Literature.
The links to the apglicanon orm and the Prospectus are available on the University website: www.efluniversity.ac.in
from midnight of 16 December 2019.

For further details call 040-27689647 (Helpline) or 040-27689447 between 10.00 am and 5.00 pm from Monday to

Friday.
The last date for the receipt of applications is 19 January 2020. Sd/- REGISTRAR

Ramakrishna Vedala
Secretary I/C

Uttam Pacharne

Chairman
davp 69105/11/0002/1920

Tasleem Ansari (47) from Old
Mustafabad in East Delhi claimed
thousands from his village in UP’s
Bijnor district would not have the
required documents as they have
been destroyed by floods many
times in the past.

“There will be people of all re-
ligions who would not have the
documents,” he said.

Deepak Agnihotri(28),a city-
based architect, said, “This (Act)
is also anti-poor; many people
are unaware of its implications.”

Shahabuddin Saifi(42),ares-
ident of Uttam Nagar in West
Delhi, said, “Many people in my
village have started lining up in
offices to get their land records
and birth certificates made. But
they are being charged a lot of
money.”

Another concern protesters
voiced was of misspelled names

in documents. Imam Uddin, a
lecturer in a government school
and resident of Seelampurin East
Delhi, got his name renewed in
his voter ID card recently, which
still does not carry the correct
spelling.

“Some people in offices
where document forms are filled
do not understand the spelling of
our names, and that will create
problems in case NRC comes,” he
said.

The protest continued until
early evening, with people
breaking into groups and raising
slogans against the Act. Some
women and men were seen of-
fering evening prayers, while
others waved the tricolour and
held up placards condemning
the new law.

(Shaardhool Shreenath is an
intern with The Sunday Express)
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PM rally invites to illegal
colony RWA members

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’s rally at Ramlila Maidan
on December 22 will have
Resident Welfare Association
(RWA) members from 1,731
unauthorised colonies in atten-
dance, Delhi BJP president
Manoj Tiwari said Saturday.

Tiwari said that the rally has
been planned to thank the PM
over the passage of The National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Recognition of Property Rights
of Residents in Unauthorised
Colonies) Bill, which will give
ownership rights to 40—50 lakh
people living in 1,731 illegal
colonies.

Giving legal status to unau-

thorised colonies in the capital
is one of the major poll planks
of the BJP in the upcoming as-
sembly polls, which are sched-
uled early next year.

Tiwari added that the party
would form teams, and leaders
would be instructed to visit
these colonies and collect sig-
natures to be handed over to
the PM as a thanksgiving ges-
ture.

The leaders have also been
instructed to tell people about
the benefits of their colonies
getting a legal status.

Party leaders added that the
PM would also announce ‘jaha
jhuggi wahi makaan’ scheme,
wherein the Central govern-
ment will give flats to over 20
lakh people living in jhuggis in
the capital.

At JNU, gates of six
buildings removed

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

GATES OF four Schools and two
Special Centres at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) were
Saturday removed by the admin-
istration in an alleged attempt to
stop the boycott of end-semester
examinations that are underway
at the university.

The Sunday Express confirmed
Saturday that in four schools —
SAA, School of Physical Sciences
(SPS); School of Computer &
Systems Sciences (SC&SS); School
of Computational & Integrative
Sciences; and two Special Centres
— the main doors had been re-
moved.

A security guard at SPS, said,
“The doors were removed in the
afternoon by JNU security office.
We were not told why this was
being done.”

The university V-C, Registrar

Gates of four Schools and
two Centres were removed

and Chief Security Officer did not
respond to calls and texts by The
Sunday Express.

The V-C, M Jagadesh Kumar,
however alleged that some stu-
dents attacked him Saturday
when he went to SAA. Police said
no complaintor FIR has been filed
in this regard.

The JNU Students’ Union
(JNUSU), however, claimed “his
car tried to run over a student,
whilst injuring other students
near his car”.
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Vendor beaten up by 3 men: Police

Noida: A43-year-old vendor was
beaten up, allegedly by three
men, for “running a stall in their
area” in Greater Noida Saturday,
said police. An FIR was lodged af-
ter a purported video of the in-
cident went viral, added police.

In the video, a man whose
face is hidden can be seen slap-
ping and punching a biryani ven-
dor and hurling casteist slurs at
him. He can be heard asking the
man how he was “selling biryani
in their area”.

“We were alerted to a video

of a man being assaulted and
casteist words being used
against him. We have registered
an FIR (under the Prevention of
Atrocities Against SC/ST Act)
against three men. The incident
is reportedly from Saturday
evening. Initial questioning has
revealed that the men knew
each other, and that the alterca-
tion took place over the price of
biryani and placement of the
pushcartinRabupurain Greater
Noida. Investigation is under-
way,” said Vaibhav Krishna, SSP

Gautam Budh Nagar.

The manin his complaint has
alleged that the three men
abused him on Saturday after-
noon. “When he objected, they
started slapping him and used
casteist slurs. They managed to
escape after threatening him of
dire consequences if he reported
the matter,” a senior police offi-
cer said.

“We have identified the ac-
cused. Our teams are conducting
raids to nab them,” an officer
said. ENS

NOTICE INVITING E-PROCUREMENT BID

Executive Engineer IPH Divisionm, Jawali Himachal Pradesh India on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh,invites the online Lump Sum Contract bidson turnkey basis from the eligible
bidders of Indian Entity through online bidding system on or before 7th January 2020 at 17.00
Hrs. IST(GMT + 5.30 Hrs.) on the site https://hptenders.gov.in.

Sr. Description Estimated Bid Time Cost of

No. Cost Security Form

1. Augmentation of various water supply scheme Rs. 3014.05 Rs 30.14 36 Months Rs.
under Jawali Constitutency, in Tehsil Jawali, Lakh Lakh including 2,500/-
Distt. Kangra (HP) SH:- C/o Intake chamber, all season only

R.C.C. channel, Water Treatment Plant,
Storage tanks, Providing laying and jointing of
Gravity main, Distribution system and House
hold connection etc. including trial run period
of 90 days on full designed water requirement
with defect liability period of six months.

BRIEF SCOPE OF WORK

Carrying out required topographical survey for various components, Hydraulic design & structural design,
approval of designs and drawings from competent authority.For Augumentation of various water supply
scheme under JawaliConstitutency, in Tehsil Jawali, Distt. Kangra (HP) SH:- C/o Intake chamber, R.C.C. chan-
nel, Water Treatment Plant, Storage tanks, Providing laying and jointing of Gravity main, Distribution system ,
and House hold connection etc. including trial run period of 90 days on full designed water requirement with
defect liability period of six months.

Lump Sum bid shall be inclusive of all items of work as per approved project.
Note.
1. DPR can be seen in the office the Executive Engineer 1&PH Division Jawali in the working hours .

Before submitting the Bidbidder / Firm shall visit the site physically.

1. Bid documents and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal http://hpten-

ders.gov.in, by the Bidders registered on the website which is free of cost.
Augumentation of various water supply scheme under Jawali Constituency in Tehsil Jawali, Distt. Kangra
(HP) SH:- C/o Intake chamber, R.C.C. channel, Water Treatment Plant, Storage tanks, Providing laying
and jointing of Gravity main, Distribution system and House hold connection etc. including trial run peri-
od of 90 days on full designed water requirement with defect liability period of six months as cov-
ered under this bid, shall be sustainable and responsive to standard norms as stipulated.

2. Accordingly, the bidder/firm must make all necessary provision for required qualified resource personnel,
their time and other costs, and appropriate engineering / technical considerations in resurvey, design, con-
struction, erection, execution, commissioning process for the project; including necessary documentation
and inspections.

3. Competitive Bidding for bidders/Firms shall be conducted in accordance with “Single Stage Two
Envelope” Bidding Procedure. Eligibility information, Technical Bid and Financial bid should be uploaded
online as per procurement method. The bids shall be submitted online electronically only.

4. Bid evaluation criteria- Eligible Technically Qualified lowest evaluated bidder (L1) shall be considered as
a successful bidder. However, the acceptance of the proposal shall rest with the EMPLOYER who does
not bind itself to accept the lowest proposal, and reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the pro-
posals received without assigning any reason.

5. As the bids are to be submitted online are required to be encrypted and digitally signed, the bidders are
advised to obtain Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from suitable vendors or from any authorized agency
at the earliest.

6. KEY DATES SHALL BE AS UNDER:-

a Date of Online publication
b Downloading of e-bid Documents

16 December, 2019

From 17 December 2019 at 10.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.)
to 7th January 2020 .at 11.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.).

From 17 December 2019 at 10.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.)
to 7th January 2020 at 11.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.).

¢ Date of submission of e-bid

d Date of opening of bids:

1) Cover-1 Eligibility Criteria & On 7thdanuary 2020 at. 17.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.)
Technical bid
2) Cover-2 Financial Bid Shall be intimated separately
e Site Visit Between 11.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.) dated 26 December

2019 to 16.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.) dated 28 December
2019 along with the Assistant Engineer/concerned Junior
Engineer 1&PH Sub Division, Kotla

On 30th December 2019 at 11.00 Hrs. IST (GMT + 5.30 Hrs.) in
the Office of Engineer-in-Chief, IPH Department Jal Shakti
Bhawan Shimla-5.

f  Pre-Bid Meeting

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:-
1. The e-bid documents shall be uploaded online in 2 (two) covers:-

(a) Cover -1 shall contain Scanned copies of eligibility information and Technical Bid.
(c) Cover-2 shall contain “Financial bid” on the prescribed form

2. Cover-1 shall contain scanned legible copies of following “Eligibility Information& Technical bid of
WTP(Scanned legible copies to be uploaded in pdf file).

(i)  The Bid security duly pledged in favor of Executive Engineer, I1&PH DivisionJawali, shall be submit-
ted online in as per online payment gatewayin favor of “Executive Engineer” I&PH Division, Jawali.
Exemption of Bid security shall not be allowed.

(i) The cost of bid form as shown above submitted online as per online payment gatwayin favor of
“Executive Engineer” I&PH Division, Jawali. Exemption of cost of bid form shall not be allowed.

(iiiy Copy of Certificate of registration with I&PH Department or any other state /Govt. ofindia depart-
ment or Govt./ semi Govt. Undertakings in appropriate class. The successful bidder should get him-
self registered in appropriate class with HP 1&PH Department before award of work.

(iv) Copy of Certificate of EPF registration. If not registered then the successful bidder should get reg-
istered within one month after acceptance of the bid by the employer.

(v) Annual Turnover of five years.

(vi) Bid Form as per Chapter IV of Form — 12 duly accepted.

(vii) Technical bid of WTP.

3. Pre-qualification criteria proof: (a) A bidder/firm shall be considered pre-qualified for the work if
he has:-
a) Financial Qualification:

Bidder must have achieved minimum average annual financial turnover (at current price level) from con-

tract receipt of works (in all classes of civil engineering construction works only) of 30 % of estimated

cost in last five(5) financial years i.e. from year 2014-15 to year 2018-2019.

b) Similar Nature of Work:

Bidder must have Experience of having completed similar work during last Seven years ending last day

of month previous to the one in which applications are invited.

Three similar completed works costing not less than 40% of the estimated cost.

or
Two similar completed works each costing not less than 50% of the estimated cost.
or
One similar completed works costing not less than amount equal to 80% of estimated cost.

Note:- Similar work means Execution / Construction of the work of Drinking water supply scheme involv-
ing execution of Piping network and Water Treatment Plant.

c) Joint venture is not allowed.

d) PAN (Permanent Account No.), GST registration and EPF registration (if EPF not registered then before
award of work).

e) Work done, Experience Certificates as per Pre-qualification criteria.

f)  The authorization letter regarding digital signature certificate (DSC) of the person authorized by the reg-
istered bidder to upload the bid, be uploaded along with the other documents online.

g) A scanned copy of undertaking (as per Chapter IV of Form — 12) in that | have carefully studied all the
terms and conditions stipulated in the contract document before quoting the rates.

Note: No physical submission of documents will be allowed. Any document / information found
false / fabricated during scrutiny or later anytime, the bid is liable to be cancelled immediately. In
such case ‘Bid Secutity’ shall be forfeited.

4. Cover-1 shall contain “ eligibility information & Technical bid” of WTP.

Cover-2 shall contain “Financial Bid” which shall be opened at a later date to be notified separately
& shall be opened only of those bidders /Firms whose documents as per eligibility information &techni-
cal bid “Cover-1” will be found in order. The Financial Bids shall contain only Financial Bid /Offer on
departmental schedule of quantity/BOQ where bidder /firms shall quote his /their offer for each item.The
Non BOQ ltems shall be paid as per Clause 59 of the PWD Form 12 and GCC & SCC

5. Rates quoted must be in INR( Indian Rupee) and shall be inclusive of all taxes applicable at the time of
opening of bids.

6. The bidder shall not be permitted to bid for the work in the HPIPH Circle (responsible for award and exe-
cution of the contract) in which his near relative is posted as Divisional Accountant or as an officer in any
capacity between the grades of Superintending Engineer & Assistant Engineer (both Inclusive). He shall
also intimate the name of the persons who are working with him in any capacity or are subsequently
employed by him who are near relative to any gazetted officer in the I&PH department. Any breach of this
condition by the bidder would render him liable to be removed from the approved list of bidders of this
department.

7. Bid security of L1, L2 and L3 shall be retained till the finalization of the offer of the lowest bidder or 180
days whichever is earlier. .

8. In case, opening day is a holiday, the bids shall be opened on next working day at the same time.

9. The validity of the bid shall be kept open for 180 days or till the finalization of the offerof the lowest
bidder.

10. Ambiguous/telegraphic/ Conditional bids or bids by Fax/E-mail shall not be entertained/ considered in
any case.

11. Conditional bids are liable to be rejected without assigning any reasons.

12. The Executive Engineer, reserves the right to reject/cancel any or all the /bids without assigning any rea-
son(s).

13. Any enquiry regarding bids can be obtained on e-mail of the divisional officer under e-mail address i.e.
xeniph@yahoo.co.in

14. Rates should be quoted in figure in Indian Rupee (INR).

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
I1&PH Division, Jawali.

Dated: 13.12.2019

No.EE/IPH/Div./JWL/EA-I/Tender/2019-11569-11618
3533/H.P.

‘TOMANAGE PARTY’S POLITICAL CAMPAIGN, FUNDING’

Ahead of polls, AAP
ties up with Prashant
Kishor’s I-PAC

MALLICA JOSHI &
SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

THE AAM Aadmi Party joined
hands with Prashant Kishor's
Indian  Political  Action
Committee (I-PAC) Saturday,
ahead of assembly polls in Delhi
next year.

“Over the next few days, a
couple of campaigns will be
launched to galvanise the cadre
and get boots on the ground.
Elections cannot be fought
based on goodwill alone. A small
team of [-PAC has already ar-
rived in Delhi,” an AAP func-
tionary said.

According to an AAP source,
[-PAC will be involved in man-
aging the political campaign and
funding.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal announced the collab-
oration on Twitter. “Happy to
share that Indian PACis coming
on-board with us. Welcome
aboard!” he tweeted.

Responding to his tweet, the
I-PAC twitter handle wrote:
“After Punjab results, we ac-
knowledged you as the tough-
est opponent that we have ever
faced. Happy to join forces now
with Arvind Kejriwal and Aam
Aadmi Party.”

[-PAC is a political advocacy
group that has managed and
run election campaigns of sev-
eral different political parties, in-
cluding BJP (2014 Lok Sabha
elections) and Congress (2017
Punjab assembly elections).

Party chief Kejriwal
announced the tie-up
on Twitter Saturday

Kishor, who founded the body,
is the Janata Dal (United) vice-
president, but has spoken out
against his party leadership for
supporting the BJP on the new
citizenship law.

There has been speculation
about AAP and I-PAC tying up for
almost three months. AAP had
reached out to Kishor after the
Lok Sabha polls, but things could
not move forward, another
source said. However, over the
past two weeks, there have been
regular meetings between
Kejriwal and Kishor, which were
initiated by the latter, the source
added.

AAP sources said Kishor is
expected to join the party.

Over the last six months,
there have been several changes
in the second line of AAP lead-
ership, especially in the team
that is handling public percep-
tion.

AnI-PACinsider said while it
is natural that the strategies de-
vised by the organisation vary
from state to state, there are a
few common threads that run

Man jumps in front of
Metro: Cops suspect
financial distress

ANANYATIWARI
NOIDA, DECEMBER 14

A DAY after a 33-year-old man
jumped in front of a train at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Metro station
and the bodies of his wife and
daughter were found at their
Greater Noida home, police
said they suspect the man com-
mitted suicide due to financial
stress.

On Friday, Bharat ], a general
manager at a company in
Govindpuri, allegedly commit-
ted suicide. Police said his wife
Shivaranjani J (31) allegedly
hanged herself and their five-
year-old daughter at their
home in the evening.

Bharat, who was the sole
breadwinner in a household of
four including his younger
brother Karthik ] (30), used to
work in Kathmandu (Nepal) at
the Big Mart shopping mall be-
fore shifting with his family to
Greater Noida in September.
They were living in a rented flat
at Jaypee Pavilion Court society
complex in Sector 128.

He was a general manager
at Golden Tips Chai Company
in Okhla. Shivaranjani was a
housewife and their daughter
was in kindergarten at a neigh-
bourhood school. His brother
Karthik was studying at a

The man’s wife, daughter
were found dead at their
flat hours later

coaching centre in Lado Sarai to
become a pilot. The families of
both spouses hail from
Chennai.

According to police, they are
probing if Bharat was under fi-
nancial stress and who he was
speaking to before jumping.

Karthik told The Sunday
Express his brother was acting
normally when he dropped
him at Lado Sarai and had not
spoken to him about any prob-
lems. “He was completely nor-
mal that day,” he said.

Police have also confirmed
that Bharat was being paid reg-
ularly by his employer.

Police said that Bharat
dropped Kartik at Lado Sarai for
coaching, as per his routine.
“He then went to the Metro sta-
tion, where he was talking on
the phone, before he jumped
around 11 am,” said SSP Noida,
Vaibhav Krishna.

through them.

However, the actual involve-
ment of [-PAC depends on the
level of space that the parties are
willing to offer to its executives
-- either in terms of handling
volunteers or the media.

"Simply put, we offer a wide
range of services, whichinclude
almost everything when it
comes to an election campaign.
Ultimately, it's about how much
the party in question is inter-
ested in availing. The more they
want, they more space they will
have to cede, which in many
cases doesn’t go down well with
the established leadership,” the
source said.

The AAP had recently
launched its fundraising pro-
gramme and I-PACis going to be
instrumental in that. Thatis one
of the reasons that the party has
tied up with them, the source
said.

After leading the YSRCP to a
landslide win in the Andhra
Pradesh polls held earlier this
year, the I-PAC s currently work-
ing with the Trinamool
Congress. "In TMC's case, the I-
PAC is controlling a lot, right
from the campaign that in-
volved a dedicated helpline for
people to register grievances, to
chalking out the party's posi-
tions on various topics and
keeping the spokespersons on a
tight leash," a source said.

Denying any commercial
agreement between the two
sides, the AAP Saturday claimed
that the I-PAC was working for
it voluntarily.
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3 women dead in
fire at Shalimar

Bagh building

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

THREE WOMEN died after a fire
broke out in a four-storey build-
ing in North West Delhi’s
Shalimar Bagh Saturday evening.
In the incident, which took place
around 6 pm, four people, includ-
ing two teenagers, were injured.

Delhi Fire Service (DFS) direc-
tor Atul Garg said, “The fire
started from the ground floor
kitchen, which is above the stilt
parking. The house on the
ground floor was locked and
there was no one inside. The
house is gutted, and the exact
cause of the fire is yet to be as-
certained.”

While a DFS official said it is
likely that someone left the
cooking gas on in the ground
floor kitchen, DCP (Outer North)
Gaurav Sharma said “it could be
a short circuit, but it’s yet to be
confirmed.”

DFSreceived acall at 6.05 pm
about the fire, following which
eight fire tenders and 50 fire-
fighters were deployed to douse
the fire. The victims have been
identified as Kanta (75), Kiran
Sharma (65) and Somwvati (42).
The injured are Lajwanti (68),
Inna (28), Akshit (16) and
Vanshika (14).

Police said the three women
died after inhaling the smoke. A
Fortis hospital spokesperson said,
“The four injured people are in
the ICU and are in a critical state.
Efforts are on to stabilise them.”

Sharma said, “Around 6.10
pm, information about the fire
was received and police officers
rushed to the spot. Personnel
from other police stations, too,
reached the spot and SHO
Shalimar Bagh, along with other

Carry out review of

crisis teams, police
chief tells DCPs

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

IN Abid toimprove the perform-
ance of the Crisis Response Team
(CRT), Delhi Police
Commissioner Amulya Patnaik
directed all deputy commission-
ers of police (DCPs) to conduct a
thorough review of their district
CRT and organise a course for dis-
trict reserve police forces to edu-
cate them on handling crisis sit-
uations.

The police chief discussed
the CRT's role with DCPs for the
first time during the clash be-
tween policemen and a tempo
driver in North West Delhi’s
Mukherjee Nagar five months
ago. The tempo driver had al-
legedly brandished a sword, in-
juring an assistant sub-inspec-
tor. The violence, caught on
camera, broke out after the
tempo bumped into a police van.

“After the incident, Patnaik
had called a meeting wherein he
asked all DCPs about the use of
CRT during the incident.
Following the Tis Hazari district
court incident on November 2
wherein lawyers and policemen
clashed, Patnaik again ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the
performance of the CRT,” a sen-
ior police officer said.

In the last crime review
meeting, Patnaik told all DCPs a
thorough review should be
done of all CRTs and district re-
serves in every district. “The CRT
should be utilised in the event
of any major crime or law and
order situation,” an officer said.

Sources said the DCPs were
asked to identify inspectors in
their departments and define
their roles in the event of any sit-
uation such as liasioning with the
public, investigating and crowd
control. They were also directed
to shortlist subordinates having
a good record in their sub-divi-
sion.

“Patnaik asked his DCPs to or-
ganise refresher courses for dis-
trict reserve forces and the DCPs
concerned should personally
monitor it,” the officer added.

Patanik also directed the
DCPs to ensure that effective pa-
trolling is done at parks, dark
stretches, Metro stations and
bus stops and that emergency
response vehicles (ERVs) be
present to ensure regular pa-
trolling. “He directed that ade-
quate personnel be deployed at
all stretches for the safety of
women, especially during
morning/evening hours and for
shishtachar drives to be en-
hanced in each district against
anti-social elements loitering in
public places,” the officer added.

The fire started from the
ground floor of the
four-storey building

personnel, accessed the building
by jumping onto the terrace
from an adjacent building.”

A senior police officer said
that fire tenders reached the spot
within minutes, and that atleast
seven people were removed
from the building. “The 75-year-
old victim lived alone on the first
floor. The third-floor occupants—
Lajwanti and two children — hid
in the bathroom and kept
splashing water on themselves
and survived the fire. Two
women from the top floor who
were pulled out didn’t survive.
All victims died because of the
smoke.”

Police said an FIR under IPC
sections 285 (negligent conduct
with respect to fire) and 304A
(causing death by negligence)
will be registered against un-
known persons at Shalimar Bagh
police station. Two police per-
sonnel were also injured during
the rescue operation, which took
around two hours.

BRIEFLY

SDMC setsup
first e-vehicle
charging
station

New Delhi: The South civic
body Saturday inaugu-
rated its first public elec-
tric vehicle charging sta-
tion at the N-Block market
area in Greater Kailash-1.
Officials said 75 more sta-
tions will be set up across
South Delhi by March.

Delhi BJP
women’'s wing
holds meet

New Delhi:In a meeting
held at the MCD Civic
Centre Saturday, Delhi
BJP’s women’s wing chief
Poonam Parashar Jha told
the party’s women work-
ers to make women vot-
ers aware of the Centre’s
schemes for them, ahead
of the Assembly polls.

Fire at plywood
factory

New Delhi: A fire broke
out in a plywood factory
in West Delhi’s Mundka
early Saturday. Officers
said that no casualty was
reported. ENS

BETWEEN NATIONAL RAIL MUSEUM AND IRCTC OVER PROCUREMENT OF TENDERS

Locked in tussle, rly station shop runs dry of stock

DIVYAGOYAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

THE BRITISH-ERA architecture
style ‘Souvenir Shoppe’ of the
Northern Railways, with its
slanting roof, red brick walls and
vintage railway lamps, would of-
ten attract heritage lovers on
platform number one of the
New Delhi Railway Station.

Of late, however, the shop
wears an empty look as most
products have run out of stock
due to an ongoing tussle be-
tween the National Rail Museum
(NRM) and the Indian Railway
Catering and  Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) over pro-
curement of souvenirs.

Opened in 2013, the shop
was handed over to IRCTC in
September 2018. Earlier, the
NRMwould look after the shop’s
operations.

The Souvenir Shoppe at platform 1 was handed over to the
IRCTC by the National Rail Museum in September 2018

Officials from IRCTC and
NRM said that as per the deal,
IRCTC was supposed to procure
artefacts after a year of the han-
dover, and NRM had to 'assist’
them for that period. However,
after the stock got over, NRM
tenders failed due to alleged

changes in procedure, and IRCTC,
too, failed to procure stock onits
own, claimed officials.

NRM director Ashish Gundal
said, “In the first phase of the
handover, we had to assist IRCTC.
It has been more than a year but
they have not been able to sta-

bilise things. There has been
shortage of souvenirs at our end
too as the procedure was
changed...”

M P Mall, IRCTC chairman
and managing director, however,
said NRM holds expertise in
procuring souvenirs and that it
should assist IRCTC: “We cannot
procure products without their
help. I have been told that NRM
tenders also failed..."

An IRCTC employee at the
shop told The Sunday Express,
“There has been no stock for
nearly four months... all train
models have been sold out.
Customers often enquire about
the stock, but we don't know
when we will get it.” He adds
that products like models of vin-
tage trains such as the Fairy
Queen Express, Kalka-Simla toy
train, postcards, heritage diaries,
etc are always in demand. The
souvenir shop was fetching at

least Rs 70,000-Rs 1.5 lakh a
month before it was handed
over to the IRCTC.

At the railway souvenir shop
in Shimla, which is still under
NRM, an employee feared they
too could face the same prob-
lem: “We, too, are running low
on stock. Many products have
not been restocked.”

Sources in the Railways said
the Delhi and Shimla shops are
the only souvenir outlets run at
railway stations in the Northern
region. The Delhi shop was
handed over to IRCTC to “upscale
operations as it was fetching
good revenue”.

“Being a PSU, we thought
IRCTC would be able to procure
better products. The aim was to
upscale this shop's operations
but the opposite has happened.
They have failed to manage on
their own,” said a senior railway
official.
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I CITIZENSHIP LAW

On Monday, Kerala rivals
CPM, Cong to stage joint
protest against new law

Train services were disrupted in West Bengal amid protests over the citizenship law. Central Railway cancelled some express
trains to and from Howrah (in picture). Express

Bengal rocked by protests,
CM warns against vandalism

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, DECEMBER 14

PROTESTS AGAINST National Register of
Citizens (NRC) and the new citizenship law
continued in West Bengal, with sporadicin-
cidents of vandalism at railway stations. Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee issued a state-
ment, saying action will be taken against
those who destroy government properties.

However, the CM herself will lead several
rallies against NRC and the new citizenship
law in Kolkata from Monday.

“Please protest in a democratic way. Do
not take law into your own hands. Do not
block roads and rail lines. Those who are
making trouble and taking law into their own
hands will not be spared. We will take action
against those who are setting fire to buses or
pelting stones at trains,” Banerjee said in a
statement on Saturday.

State Urban Development Minister
Firhad Hakim told to mediapersons, “I ap-
peal to all my friends that please do not
strengthen BJP’s hand by spreading anarchy
in the state. People in the state are suffering
after roads are being blocked and buses set
on fire. We will have to fight against the new

MEANWHILE

Editors Guild
expresses concern
over I&B advisory

New Delhi: The Editors Guild of India ex-
pressed concern over the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting’s advisory
to private TV channels asking them to not
show any content that incites violence.

In a statement issued on Saturday
evening, the Guild said it “believes that
the media’s overall commitment to re-
sponsible coverage of developments in
the country should not be questioned
through such anadvisory”. Further; it said,
“Itis the media’s responsibility to report
freely and truthfully and fairly.”Decrying
“such a regressive advisory” the Guild
said that it “interferes in the functioning
of a free media, and urges the govern-
ment to withdraw it”.

Italso said thatit “deplored the inde-
fensible acts of violence perpetrated on
employees of Prag News, a 24X7
Assamese news channel, by police
forces”. It said that the Guild’s attention
“has been drawn to a social media video
that shows uniformed policemen run-
ning amok outside the Prag News offices,
targeting cameramen belonging to the
television channel with their batons” and
demanded an inquiry “to identify those
who indulged in such violence against
journalists, and punish the guilty”. ENS

US issues advisory
for its citizens
travelling to NE

New Delhi: The US hasissued a travel ad-
visory forits citizens asking them to “ex-
ercise caution” while travelling to North-
East India, which has witnessed violent
protests against the new citizenship law.

The advisory also said the US govern-
ment has temporarily suspended official
travels to Assam, the epicentre of the
protests.

“US citizens in the northeastern states
of India should exercise caution in light
of media reports of protests and violence
in response to the approval of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill.
Government curfews are in place in some
areas. Internet and mobile communica-
tions may be disrupted. Transport may
be affected invarious parts,” the advisory
read.

The US Embassy has also listed out
precautions for its citizens staying in the
northeastern states, asking them to avoid
areas with “demonstrations and civil dis-
turbances”, being aware of their sur-
roundings, and keep a “low profile”,
among others. PTI

citizenship law and NRC. Some people are
instigating all this... Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has called for a rally against NRC
and citizenship law. If you want to protest,
join Mamata Banerjee.”

Meanwhile, West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Saturday urged
Banerjee to demonstrate her true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution in the present
situation. He tweeted, “.@MamataOfficial.
Distressed and pained at events unfoldingin
the State. Chief Minister as per oath has to
‘bear true faith and allegiance to the
Constitution of India.. and I as Governor will
‘to the best of my ability preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution and the law’.”

Protests and sporadic vandalism contin-
ued for the second day in several parts of the
state. Agitators blocked Kona Expressway
and National Highway 6 in Howrah at differ-
ent places. At Salap in the Howrah district,
protesters blocked road, burnt tyres and
hurled stones at policemen who had to re-
sort to lathicharge and lob tear gas shells to
disperse the mob. At Kona Expressway, agi-
tators set fire to 15 vehicles, including gov-
ernment buses and police jeeps.

In Howrah'’s Sankrail station, protesters
set the ticket counter on fire and damaged

the signalling system.

InMurshidabad district,empty trains that
were standing at Krishnapur station were set
on fire by protesters on Saturday evening.
According to sources, five trains were set on
fire. However, the railway authorities are yet to
officially confirm the numbers. Protesters also
pelted stones at Shamshergunj police station
and tried to ransack it, following which addi-
tional police personnel were deployed in the
area. Protesters continued to ransack parts of
the station and set the railway machinery on
fire at Beldanga railway station.

Later in the day, the CM made a fresh ap-
peal saying, “Once again I appeal to all not to
resort to violence and disturb public order,
tranquillity and peace. It must be kept in
mind that police stations, railway stations,
airports, post offices, government offices,
public transport and likes are public prop-
erty. Vandalising public as well as private
property in any form will not be tolerated
and will strictly be dealt according to law...”

Till 7 pm on Saturday, a total of 28 Mail
and Express trains were cancelled. Railway
authorities stated that they will run a special
train from Howrah at 12.30 am for stranded
passengers and head for Yeshwantpur, via
Asansol, Aadra and Bhadrak.

Sedition case in Lucknow
over ‘anti-national slogans’

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 14

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOCHI, DECEMBER 14

BITTER POLITICAL rivals in Kerala, the CPI(M)
and the Congress, and the multi-party coali-
tions they lead, will shed their differences to
unite in a protest against the new citizenship
law in Thiruvananthapuram on Monday.

As part of the protest, leaders of the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic Front, including
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and state
ministers, and those of the Congress-led op-
position United Democratic Front will attend
a ‘satyagraha’ (protest meeting) outside the
martyr’s column in the state capital.

The decision, it is learnt, was arrived at
following a telephone conversation between
Vijayan and Leader of Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala.

According to sources, Vijayan,
Chennithala, state ministers and senior lead-
ers of the CPI(M), Congress and other parties
such as the CPJ, Kerala Congress, IUML, RSP
and the JD(S) are expected to take partin the
day-long protest starting 10 am. Personalities
from the fields of art, culture and literature
are expected to be part of the protest, which
will unilaterally demand withdrawal of the
Act and call for protection of the Constitution.

Vijayan, along with his counterparts from
West Bengal and Punjab - Mamata Banerjee
and Capt Amarinder Singh, respectively - was
among the first chief ministers to declare that
his government will not enforce the new law.

“The Supreme Court had made it clear on
several occasions that the basic structure of

Assam activist booked

LUCKNOW POLICE have booked many people
on sedition charges and promoting enmity on
grounds of religion for allegedly raising anti-na-
tional and objectionable slogans during a rally
on Friday to protest the new citizenship law and
the NRC.

The case of sedition and other serious offences
has been lodged at Thakurganj police station.
Another case related to the same protest was reg-
istered at Chowk police station on charges of ri-
oting and violation of CrPC Section 144.

Both cases, registered on Friday night, were
lodged on complaints from police officials.

The AIMIM, which had called for the protest
march from Ghanta Ghar to Teele Waali Masjid
in Lucknow’s old city area, condemned the po-
lice action for violating the “Constitutional right
to protest” and said the party will move the court
against the decision.

Additional Superintendent of Police (West)
Vikas Chandra Tripathi said: “The law and order
situation was disturbed, (as) protesters did not
stop even after they were asked to stop by po-
licemen. The complaints have been lodged by
police officials.”

He said separate FIRs have been lodged be-
cause there were law and order disturbance in two
areas. “They had told us about a protest at Ghanta
Ghar (but) they went to Teele Waali Masjid, which

for inciting violence

New Delhi: The NIA has booked Akhil Gogoi,
RTI and farmers rights activist from Assam,
for allegedly inciting violence in the wake of
the new citizenship law. Sources said Gogoi,
adviser to Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti,
has been booked by the NIA under charges
of sedition and Sections of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act.

“The FIR had been registered by Assam
Police on Friday. It has been transferred to us
today. We have merely re-registered the
case,” an NIA official said. ENS

was not permitted by the administration. They
raised slogans and blocked the road,” Tripathi said.

Thakurganj SHO Pramod Kumar Mishra said
the sedition charge was invoked because the
protesters “raised anti-national slogans and slo-
gans against the Bill, which has been passed by
Parliament and has been approved by the
President”.

AIMIM organisation secretary for Uttar
Pradesh, Mohammad Igbal, said, “Holding a
peaceful protest is our democratic right, and yes-
terday’s protest was completely peaceful. There
was no issue with the police. This FIR is against
our Constitutional right to protest.”

More petitions challenging
citizenship law filed in SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

LOK SABHA MP and AIMIM president Asaduddin
Owaisi on Saturday moved the Supreme Court
challenging the new citizenship law and earlier
government notifications amending the Passport
Act and Foreigners Order, stating that these were
“ultra vires Article 14, Article 21, Article 25 and
the basic structure of the Constitution of India,
and offend the principle of constitutional
morality”.

Owvaisi in his plearecalled that BR Ambedkar
had said that “there is one other thing which is
very necessary in the working of Democracy, and
it is this, that in the name of democracy there
must be no tyranny of the majority over the
minority”.

The plea added that it is this idea of “consti-
tutional morality, now firmly entrenched into
our constitutional jurisprudence... that is sought
to be offended by the Impugned Notifications
and the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019,
which welcome immigrants into the territory of

India selectively on the basis of their religion, and
pointedly exclude Muslims”.

He said that “in these times of absolute ma-
jorities in Parliament, this Court, as the sentinel
of our Constitution, has a burden higher than
ever before to satisfy its conscience that the im-
pugned actions of the government and of
Parliament are in keeping with this ‘guiding
spirit’ and ‘soul’ of our Constitution embodied
by the principle of constitutional morality”.

Tripura royal scion and chairperson of Joint
Movement Against Citizenship Amendment Bill
has also filed a petition challenging the citizen-
ship law.

PTI adds: Senior Congress leaders of Assam
filed a petition in the Supreme Court challeng-
ing the amended citizenship law on Saturday, a
party spokesperson said in Guwahati. In their
petition, Leader of Opposition in Assam
Assembly Debabrata Saikia, Barpeta MP Abdul
Khaleque and Mariani MLA Rupjyoti Kurmi high-
lighted the “blatant attempt to nullify the sanc-
tity of Assam Accord, alleged contradictions in
the Act with the provisions of Article 14 and 21
of the Constitution of India”.

Pinarayi Vijayan, Ramesh Chennithala

the Constitution cannot be undermined. So
it is clear that this law will not stand legal
scrutiny. When that is evident, there are
heinous political aims behind passing anti-
Constitutional laws using the arrogance of
power.. Kerala will not implement it.
Discrimination based on religion will not be
allowed,” Vijayan had said on Thursday.

“What is being staged was a conspiracy
to destroy democracy and equality, and es-
tablish autocracy and divide the country on
the basis of religion. The Union government
is trying to realise the dream of (V D) Savarkar
and (M S) Golwalkar with the amendment. It
is the offspring of a concerted attempt to sab-
otage equality and secularism - the basis
tenets of the Constitution,” he said.

Vijayan said the Left government in
Kerala will “question the legality of this black
law at all possible venues”. He said, “The
Supreme Court had made it clear that secu-
larism is the foundation of the Constitution.
With the amended Citizenship Act, the
Union government is creating a division
based on religion alone.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Shah says Cong
bent on burning
North-East

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DHANBAD, DECEMBER 14

UNION HOME Minister and BJP president
Amit Shah on Saturday accused the
Opposition, and particularly the Congress, of
stoking violence in the Northeast over the
citizenship law. Speaking at rallies in Giridih
and Baghmara in poll-bound Jharkhand, he
said the passage of the new law had caused
them “stomach ache”.

“The Congress says we are anti-Muslim,
we are not. You are habituated, we con-
ducted surgical strikes and you call us
Muslim virodhi. We gave
Muslim women rights
over triple talag and you
call us Muslim virodhi.

We removed Article 370

and you called us

Muslim Virodhi. Now

we brought the new cit-

izenship law and you are

bent on burning the AmitShahin
North-East,” Shahsaid. = Deoghar. P11

“I assure the people
of Assam and other
Northeastern states that your culture, social
identity, language and political rights will not
be touched and the Narendra Modi govern-
ment will protect them,” he said.

He added that Congress always did vote
bank politics. “Pakistan attacked in Uri,
Pulwama, but this time Mauni Baba is not
the PM, it is 56-inch Narendra Modi... We
went inside Pakistan’s home and attacked
the terrorists,” he said.

Shah appealed to people not to vote for the
candidate or the CM, but for the development
of Jharkhand.
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Fadnavis used contentious rule

to pay irrigation contractors

Maharashtra govt stays move; ex- CM says did it as ‘special case’ to expedite works

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 14

JUST BEFORE the Assembly polls
inMaharashtra, the previous BJP-
led regime invoked a contentious
provision to regularise payments
for additional works, amounting
to hundreds of crores of rupees,
to irrigation contractors across
the state. But the new Shiv Sena-
NCP-Congress government un-
der Uddhav Thackeray has stayed
the move for now.

The Sunday Express has learnt
that the Devendra Fadnavis
Cabinet had inameeting held on
September 9 this year invoked
Clause 38 of the Schedule of
Rates for irrigation works, per-
mitting the state’s Water
Resources Department to incur
liabilities towards additional
works undertaken in 39 existing
dam contracts. Besides this, it had
also permitted the department
to sanction extra items that were
not part of the original contract.

In August 2014, months be-
fore the Fadnavis government
took over, the department,
through an official communica-
tion, had suspended the imple-
mentation of both the provisions
after investigations into the
multi-crore irrigation fraud dur-
ing the Congress-NCP regime
had alleged that there was ram-
pant misuse of these provisions.

SHIVAJI MEMORIAL

Devendra Fadnavis

Without inviting fresh ten-
ders, inquiries had then revealed
that in several cases, extra works,
which were beyond the scope of
the original contract, to the tune
of several hundred crores were
awarded in the garb of sanction-
ing additional items. In the garb
of sanctioning additional items,
changes were introduced to the
scope of the work, design for the
project, height of the dam, the
command area projections,
among others, all of which
would have required invitation
of a fresh tender.

Incidentally, Fadnavis, thenin
Opposition, had led a vocal cam-
paign against the then regime for
misuse of the provisions.

September 9 was also the last
time the Fadnavis Cabinet had
met before the model code of
conduct for the elections kicked
in. On December 4, when
Thackeray’s Cabinet took up the
confirmation of the minutes of

the September 9 meeting, this
decision had come under
scrutiny after two ministers ob-
jected to the bulk approval on the
ground that it had been passed
without a formal Cabinet note.

Sources confirmed that on
December 9, the department
moved a note for the withdrawal
of the proposal from the Cabinet.
When contacted, Principal
Secretary (Water Resources)
Igbal Singh Chahal confirmed
the withdrawing of the proposal.
While the department had al-
ready issued a government res-
olution (GR) notifying the
Cabinet decision on September
11, Chahal confirmed that “it has
now been put on hold.”

While justifying the need to
invoke the provisions for expedit-
ing dam works and avoiding cost
escalation, Chahal said his depart-
ment would now “move aninde-
pendent file to the Chief Minister’s
Office for reconfirmation of the
decision. The GR will be opera-
tionalised only after he ratifiesit.”

He further argued that since
the proposal dealt with the “op-
erationalisation of existing pro-
visions”, a Cabinet nod was not
mandatory. Sources said that
even on September 9, the de-
partment had reportedly moved
the file for the then Chief
Minister’s (Fadnavis’s) approval.
It was brought before the
Cabinet on the latter’s insistence.

While Clause 38 is meant to
provide the government an in-
strument to sanction payments
for exigencies at the time of exe-
cution, it has been routinely used
in the past to award new works
to existing contractors. For sanc-
tioning payments for extra items
that were not a part of the origi-
nal contract, rules prescribed by
the state’s Public Works
Department are used, but even
this provision has been prone to
misuse.

Fadnavis, when contacted,
said his Cabinet had taken the de-
cisionasa “special case” to expe-
dite ongoing projects. “It was a
sort of fait accompli. None of
these contracts were awarded
during my term. These were all
awarded during the Congress-
NCP regime. We had to invoke
the provisions to regularise the
additional liabilities already in-
curred on the projects to put
them back on track and avoid fur-
ther cost escalations,” he argued.

The former CM added that
“we were in the process of avail-
ing fresh loans to fund 52 addi-
tional ongoing projects. Without
regularising the additional
works, we couldn’t have gone
ahead with it.” But a senior offi-
cial said that the September 9
decision had allowed additional
works to be awarded for future
expenditure on these projects
as well.

Change in scope of work vitiated
tendering procedure: CAG report

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 14

THE DEVENDRA Fadnavis-led
Maharashtra government’s de-
cision to reduce the cost of the
proposed Shivaji Memorial in
the Arabian Sea by negotiating
with the lowest bidder and
changing the scope of work has
“vitiated the tendering proce-
dure and defeated the objective
of transparency in tendering
process”, the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG)
has said in areport.

The CAG carried out an audit
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Memorial Project between April
and May 2019. The report, ac-
cessed by The Indian Express un-
der the Right to Information (RTI)
Act,was sent to state public works
department (PWD)in October.

The CAG scrutinised the
records pertaining to the state
government’s move of reducing
the cost of the project by negoti-
ating with lowest bidder, M/s
Larsen and Toubro (L&T), which
quoted Rs 3,826 crore as project

Work on project stayed in
January on SC orders. Archive

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS RrTI
APPLICATION

cost, much higher than PWD’s
estimated project cost of Rs
2692.50 crore. So, instead of re-
tendering, the government de-
cided to go for cost optimisation
measures in February last year
to reduce the project cost.
Eventually, the cost was reduced
to Rs 2,500 crore plus GST.

The report noted that while
reducing the cost, the scope of
the work was also substantially
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reduced in every component of
the project. “Change in scope of
work after opening of bids has
vitiated the tendering procedure
and defeated the objective of
transparency in tendering
process,” it said.

It added that introducing
change in the scope of work,
while negotiating with the low-
est bidder, is “tantamount to
compromise on transparency,
equity and fair treatment to all
the participated bidders”.

The PWD, in its response to
CAG, stated that the cost optimi-
sation was approved by the High
Power Steering Committee
(HPSC), headed by the chief min-
ister, after taking legal opinion.
“Further, process of retender
would have delayed the award
of contract and delay in execu-
tion of the project,” it added.

However, the CAG report said
that some changes in the scope
of work after negotiating with
lowest bidder may lead to “addi-
tional financial burden” on the
state government “at later stage”.
It added that the clause of train-
ing, operation and maintenance

was included in the tenders
anditisan “integral part of the
functioning of the project”.

“The deletion of the said
clause may give an undue ad-
vantage to the contractor for bet-
ter negotiation for operation and
maintenance of the project,
which may also cause for addi-
tional financial burden in later
stage,” the CAG said.

The report also remarked
that modifications and deletion
of the clauses while issuing re-
vised work order in September
last year to L&T may result in
“undue benefit to contractor”.

The findings of the report as-
sumes significance as the previ-
ous BJP-led government had de-
nied all irregularities in the
project. The Indian Express had
published a report on October 6
lastyear; highlighting the changes
introduced in the work order and
objections raised by the project’s
divisional accountant on cost re-
duction through negotiation,
terming it as violation of norms.

An official from CAG said that
it has sought detailed response
from PWD. However, Manoj
Saunik, Additional Chief
Secretary (PWD), said: “We
haven'’t studied it yet. I can’t
commentonit.”

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Akhilesh meets

Unnao victim kin

Lucknow: SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav on Saturday visited the
family of the Unnao gan-
grape victim who died after
she was allegedly set on fire
by five men accused.

Later talking to the media,
Akhilesh claimed, “The gov-
ernment knew about her
health condition... Knowing
all this, the government still
sent her to Delhi to avoid po-
litical activity and protests...”

He added, “Our responsi-
bility is to ensure that she
gets justice...” ENS

PM CHAIRS NATIONAL GANGA COUNCIL MEET

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, DECEMBER 15,2019

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on a boat ride on the Ganga in Kanpur on Saturday. P11

Govt set to develop organic
farming corridor along
Ganga to arrest pollution

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
KANPUR, DECEMBER 14

TO CHECK non-point source of
pollution from agriculture, the
government may launch a spe-
cial programme to develop an
organic farming corridor along
the Ganga, and a proposal of this
effect was discussed in the
National Ganga Council meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday, it is
learnt.

According to sources, the
idea of organic farming corridor
was mooted by the National
Mission for Clean Ganga, and re-
ceived a positive response from
the Council — the Prime Minister
is learnt to have underlined the
importance of sustainable agri-
culture in the Ganga basin.

A source said, “Agricultural
runoff is a major non-point
source of pollutionin the Ganga.
Although organic farming has
been taken up by Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
in a few clusters, there is a need
to consider special programme
of organic farming on 5 km
stretch along both sides of the
river...riverbed agriculture
should be only organic.”

According an an official state-

ment issued after the meeting,
Modi urged for a holistic think-
ing process where ‘Namami
Gange’ evolves to ‘Arth Ganga’,
or a sustainable development
model with focus on economic
activities related to the river. “As
part of this process, farmers
should be encouraged to engage
in sustainable agriculture prac-
tices, including zero budget
farming, planting of fruit trees
and building plant nurseries on
the banks of Ganga,” according
to the statement.

It stated, “Priority could be
given to women’s self-help
groups and ex-servicemen or-
ganisations for these pro-
grammes. Such practices, along
with creation of infrastructure
for water sports and develop-
ment of camp sites, cycling and
walking tracks etc, would help to
tap the ‘hybrid’ tourism poten-
tial of the river basin area.”

Income generated from en-
couraging eco-tourism and
Ganga wildlife conservation and
cruise tourism, etc, will help gen-
erate sustainable income
streams for cleaning of Ganga, it
stated.

Chairing the first meeting of
the Council, attended by nine
Union ministers, chief ministers
of Uttar Pradesh and

In India, children often
inherit crime, says
Justice Chandrachud

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

THEREIS a “correlation between
deprivation of economic re-
sources and juvenile delin-
quency” and a “holistic approach
focused on aspects such as dep-
rivation and poverty is neces-
sary” to address this, Supreme
Court judge D Y Chandrachud
said on Saturday.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the fifth National Juvenile
Justice Consultation, organised by
the Supreme Court Committee
on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF
here, Justice Chandrachud said
that in India, children often “in-
herit crime” — they are born into
unfortunate circumstances
which push theminto substance
abuse and violence.

Citing National Crime Records
Bureau data, he said thatin 2015,
42 .39 per cent children in conflict
with the law belonged to families
with anincome up to Rs 25,000;
28.26 per cent of such children
belonged to families with an in-
come between Rs 25,000 and Rs
50,000.0nly 2.30 per cent of such
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children belonged to families
within the higher income bracket
of between Rs 2 lakh and Rs 3
lakh, he said.

Justice Deepak Gupta, whois
also chairman of the top court’s
J] Committee, in his welcome ad-
dress said that juvenile homes
and other similar institutions for
children lack the emotional quo-
tient necessary for their healthy
growth. He stressed the need to
explore possibilities of alterna-
tive systems of care.

Justice Gupta said, “..The in-
stitutions should be small,
homely places where the chil-
dren and caretakers live like a
family.”

Another problem faced by
children in such institutions, he
said, is that they are shown the
door theday they turn 18. He said,
“We need to hold hands of these
children leaving care to ensure
that they develop as young adults

and mature
into fine hu-
manbeings”.

10 fewwR, 2019

Uttarakhand, deputy CM of
Bihar, and vice-chairman of NITI
Aayog, Modi said that rejuvena-
tion of the Ganga has been a
long-pending challenge for the
country. The statement said, “He
(Modi)noted thatalot had been
accomplished since the
Government took up ‘Namami
Gange’in 2014...notable achieve-
ments being zero waste creation
by paper mills and reduction in
pollution from tanneries; but
much more needs to be done.”

Like aspirational districts, all
districts bordering the Ganga
should be made a focus area for
monitoring efforts under
Namami Gange, the Prime
Minister said.

Sources said the Council also
discussed the idea to start a spe-
cial programme to enhance dol-
phin populationin the river.Itis
learnt that continuation of the
Namami Gange programme be-
yond 2020 was also given green
signal at the meeting.

West Bengal and Jharkhand
did not participated in the
meeting.

After the meeting, Modi took
a boat ride in the Ganga to in-
spect work of cleaning at
Sisamau Nala, which was the
one of major sources of pollution
of the river in Kanpur.

Four years into
Namami Gange,
high volume of
sewage still
flows into river

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
KANPUR, DECEMBER 14

FOUR-AND-A-HALF YEARS after
the NDA government launched
the ‘Namami Gange’ pro-
gramme, a very high volume of
sewage continues to flow un-
treated into the Ganga.

Adocument presented at the
National Ganga Council meeting,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday,
shows that as on September 30,
the existing sewage capacity is
1,957 MLD (million litres per
day), much lower than the treat-
ment capacity required to treat
the 2,953 MLD sewage that was
generated by 97 towns along the
Ganga in 2016 - the last year of
assessment.

Sewage generation is ex-
pected to reach at 3,603 MLD in
2035, shows the document.

Meanwhile, a project status
report prepared by the National
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
shows that till the end of the
October 2019, under Namami
Gange, 150 sewage infrastructure
projects have been taken up on
Ganga and its tributaries, of
which 51 sewage projects were
approved before the May 13,2015
- the day Namami Gange was ap-
proved by the Union Cabinet.

No attempt to introduce
Al in decision-making
process, says CJI Bobde

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,DECEMBER 14

CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJI) S A
Bobde on Saturday said the use
of artificial intelligence (Al) in ad-
ministration of justice wouldn’t
interfere with the decision-mak-
ing process.

The CJI made the point at an
event organised by the High
Court Bar Association (HCBA) of
Nagpur. Justice Bobde was a
member of the Nagpur Bar sev-
eral years ago.

Referring to the cautionary
words in the speech by former CJI
R M Lodha, who presided over
the function, on use of Al Justice
Bobde said, “I wish to point out
that it is not an attempt to intro-
duce Al in the decision-making
process itself. The system we are
looking at has the ability to read
10lakh words per second, which
means you can make it read any-
thing and askit any question and
it will give you the answer. The
Ayodhya case had thousands of
pages of documents and it be-
comes very easy when you have
Al. There is no thought of substi-
tuting decision-making by hu-
man minds with computers...”

Earlier, Justice Lodha had

CJISA Bobde

said, “Justice Bobde has ex-
pressed his view to focus on use
of Al in the judicial decision-
making process. The idea... may
help significantly in discharge of
cases, but such use of technolog-
ical innovations may have po-
tential negative implications.
The helpful use may become
harmful. It may spread mass sur-
veillance and assist spread of
disinformation...”

Justice Bobde also called for
steps to ensure good mental
health for lawyers. “The Bar
should have a committee for
lawyers’ well-being and launch
appropriate health-promoting
initiatives,” said Justice Bobde.

The CJI also stressed on in-
creasing access to justice. “One
question journalists frequently
ask me is about the fees the
lawyers charge. | tell them
frankly [ have nothing to do with
what they charge. Nobody can
have grievances in anybody
making a lot of money. But it
blocks access to justice...”
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PD, P.W.D, Bulandshahr

E - Procurement Short Tender Notice

On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, E.E. PD, UP.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following percentage rate bids online through
http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved class A,B,C&D Contractors registered with UP PWD, in Building Work,
from Dt. 03.01.2020 to 10.01.2020 upto 12:00 Noon. The technical bids will be opened online on the same working day that
is, on dated 10.01.2020 at 3:00 P.M. in the office of Executive Engineer, PD, U.P.P.W.D. Bulandshabhr If the office happens to
be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day respectively,
at the same time and validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid
shall be notified on the website.

Letter No. 5922/1A Dated. 10/12/2019

Estimated  Bid Time of Tender Address Address
- X Address of
Sl. Name of Work cost Security Compltion document of Superintendin of
No. (Rs. in (Rs. in work including fee including Executive ’:En ineer 9 Chief
Lac) Lacs) rainy season GST Engineer 9 Engineer
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Special Repair of
Residential D.M. Colony 300+500+144
1. 11 No. Awash Type ‘B’ in 32.00 3.20 03 Month GSsT -Do- -Do- -Do-

District Bulandshahr

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposited through Internet Banking/ NEFT/ RTGS only.

2. All registered contractors have to upload turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of maximum cost work
satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on https://eternder.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on uppwd Chanakya software, before last
date & time of submission of bid.

3. Terms & Other Conditions related to bid are available on https://etender.up.nic.in

Sd/- Sd/-
Assistant Engineer UPID No-146511 DATE. 12/12/19 Executive Engineer,
P.D. PW.D BULANDSHAHR WWW.UPGOV.IN P.D. P.W.D BULANDSHAHR
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NORTH
Girl abducted, gangraped
in Muzaffarnagar

Muzaffarnagar: A 16-year-old
girl was allegedly abducted
and raped by two men here,
police said Saturday. A police
officer said the girl was res-
cued on Friday and the twoac-
cused were arrested. The girl
had left her home for a shop
on Thursday and had been
missing since then, police said.
Her father had lodged a miss-

ing report and the police in-
vestigation led to the rescue of
the girl, the officer said.
According to the complaint,
the accused brought the girl to
anearby place where they al-
legedly raped her. The ac-
cused, aged around 20, have
been booked under sections
of the IPCand provisions of the
POCSO Act. PTI

A snow-covered road in Shimla. Between 5.30 pm on
Friday and 8.30 am on Saturday, the Himachal Pradesh
capital received 13 cm of snow. Pradeep Kumar

EAST
Accused of being ghosts,

4 women'’s hands scalded

Ranchi: The hands of four
women were scalded in
Ranchi district's Angara pan-
chayat after they were ac-
cused of being “ghosts”. The
incident occurred on
December 12, in which the
women were forced to put
their hands in hot water
mixed with cow dung. “Two
families had been fighting,
and stones were thrown at

the the roofs of both houses.
Both alleged the other family
had thrown the stone after
calling some 'ghost’. Avillage
Panchayat met on December
10 and decided that one of
the families had done it and
the punishment was given,”
said alocal resident. SP(Rural)
Rishav Kumar Jha said, “Three
people have been arrested in
thisincident.” ENS

WEST
Girl sexually assaulted
inside school toilet

Mumbai: Aseven-year-old girl
was allegedly sexually as-
saulted by an unidentified
man inside the toilet of her
school, police said on Saturday:.
“As per the complaint lodged
by the victim's mother, her
daughter was sexually as-
saulted inside the toilet of her
school on Friday,” an official
said. “Onreturning home, the
victim told her mother about

the incident. She then took her
daughter to adoctor, who sus-
pected a crayon or a pencil
could have been used for the
assault,” he said. Police regis-
tered a case under IPC Section
376 (rape) and Sections 4 and
8 of the POCSO Act, he said.
Police are going through CCTV
footage, but as of now nothing
suspicious hasbeen found, the
official said. PTI

SOUTH
Keralaman sells Rs 50 lakh

shares to fund public park

Kochi: A prominent business-
man in Kerala sold his shares
worth over Rs 50 lakh in his
firm in the open market in
order to raise funds for a pub-
lic park project in Kochi as
part of his philanthropic ac-
tivities. Kochouseph
Chittilappilly, chairman-pro-
moter of electrical appliances
manufacturer V-Guard, sold
shares worth 51.201lakh, con-

HONEY TRAP CASE
Factory owned by
editor’s brother
demolished

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 14

CONTINUING THE crackdown
on businessman and eveninger
editor Jeetu Soni, the Indore
Municipal Corporation and dis-
trict administration on Saturday
demolished a factory owned by
his brother Mahendra Soni.

The district administration
said the factory located in Polo
Ground industrial area was ille-
gally constructed. Teams raided
the premises of the factory on
Thursday amid speculation that
the police thought the business-
man was hiding there. District
Collector Lokesh Jatav said that
no building permission had been
obtained by the factory owner.

With Saturday's demolition,
a total of seven properties have
been pulled down by the admin-
istration after complaints were
filed against Soni, who wrote sto-
ries on the honey trap case.

Soni's advocate Vishal Baheti
said no notice was given before
demolishing the property.

stituting 1.2% of the total paid
up capital of the firm in the
open market, to finance a
project that includes setting
up a public park with facili-
ties such as walking-jogging
tracks, health club and an
amphitheatre near
Kakkanad, Kochi's IT hub. The
same was intimated to the
Bombay Stock Exchange ina
filing dated Wednesday. ENS

TMC’s Moitra calls for counter
to ‘hyper-nationalism’, RSS
thinker calls it western concept

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 14

INDIAN ETHOS is all about mod-
eration, not given to excesses, and
will endure the present onslaught
by communal forces, Lok Sabha
MP Mahua Moitra of the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) said
on Saturday while rejecting the
“idea of hyper-nationalism being
thrust upon by the Centre”.
Inadiscussion with RSS ideo-
logue Desh Ratan Nigam during
the session on ‘Jingoism and
Hyper-Nationalism — An Indian
Perspective’ on the second day of
the ongoing Military Literature
Festival, Moitra, accepting that the
Opposition was caught unawares
by the “unleashing of hate and
communal agenda by BJP”, called
foracomprehensive counter-nar-
rative to “negate the nefarious de-
signs of these inimical forces”.
Nigam said that the Indian
Constitution was originally not
supposed to be secular and it was
only with the 42nd Amendment
in 1976 that the word ‘secular’ was
inserted during the Emergency.
He also said that the Indian con-
cept of nationalism has spiritual-
ity in it, and that under this con-
cept, no one has been excluded.
“I do not think there is any-
thinglike jingoism, nationalism or
hyper-nationalism. These are

(From left) TMC MP Mahua Moitra, senior journalist Mark
Tully (moderator) and RSS ideologue Desh Ratan Nigam at the
Military Literature Festival in Chandigarh. jaipal Singh

western concepts. A soldier can
work on an empty stomach but
notwithout nationalism,” he said.

Invoking  Rabindranath
Tagore, Moitra said, “Any nation-
alism which teaches me to treat
my nation above God is not ac-
ceptable to me.” She said aggres-
sive dependence on religion
demonstrates abject failure of the
BJP on all major fronts.

Stating that there is a differ-
ence between patriotismand na-
tionalism, Moitra said while pa-
triotism is an innate love for the
country, whichis intuitive, hyper-
nationalismis an effort to try and
create an artificial energy to cut
out critical engagement and say

International drugs
cartel busted, 9 held:
Narcotics bureau

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

THE NARCOTICS Control Bureau
(NCB) on Saturday said it has
busted an international drugs
cartel with the arrest of nine peo-
ple, including four foreign na-
tionals.

The agency said it has seized
20 kg of high-quality cocaine
worth Rs 100 crore belonging to
aninternational drug cartel, tak-
ing the value of the contraband
seized in recent months to Rs
1,300 crore.

Deputy Director General of
Northern Range (NCB) S K JHA
said the arrested persons were
identified as Akshinder Singh
Sodhi and Yogesh Kumar Dhuna
of Jalandhar (Punjab), R Singh of
Ghaziabad, Sammy of Rudrapur,
V Chhabra of Haldwani (Uttara-
khand), Richard W Fournier of
the US, Ojobe Kingslay and
Obiora Tony Okike of Nigeria and
M Rainheart from Indonesia.

“Sodhi stayed in Australia for
10 years and married an
Australian national. He was coor-
dinating shipments of drugs
from Canada and India to
Australia. Kingslay was animpor-
tant link of the cartel in Delhi and
involved in hawala transactions.
He had also developed a network
in Malaysia, South Africa, Brazil
and Australia. Fournier worked
asacourier for the drug network
and was arrested with 4.2 kg of
cocaine from a hotel in
Mahipalpur,” he said.

In pan-India-level operations,
consignments of psychotropic
drugs in India were found to be
sourced from Canada, Australia
and USA, officials said, and a

Probe after
drug seizure
® inAustralia

EXPLAINE

THE NCB started working
on the case after Austra-
lian authorities seized
200 kg methampheta-
mine in April. It was hid-
denina plasma cutting
machine and shipped
from India. The NCB set
up a special investigation
team and began working
on the case after drug
seizures in Australia led
to suspected Indian links.
The SIT operation, involv-
ing multiple searchesin
places like Punjab,
Uttarakhand and Delhi,
led to the arrest of nine
persons, the Zonal
Director (Delhi) said.

number of “Indian-origin people
inCanada” are under the scanner.

NCB sleuths seized the high-
quality cocaine meant for year-
end rave parties from multiple lo-
cations in the national capital
region, including a godown in
Ghaziabad and a hotel in Mahip-
alpur near Dwarka, said KP S
Malhotra, Zonal Director (Delhi).

Rainheart was nabbed near
Vasant Kunj early this month fol-
lowing a nine-month anti-nar-
coticoperation. “We have disma-
ntled the international cartel with
nine arrests,” Malhotra said.

Malhotra said the kingpin of
the cartel is a man who holds a
Canadian and an Indian passport
and is wanted in a number of
drug smuggling cases.

CBI files case against Leela
Samson on corruption charges

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 14

THE CBI has filed an FIR against
dancer and Padma Shriawardee
Leela Samson on charges of cor-
ruption and criminal breach of
trust. Samson will be probed
over alleged irregularities in the
renovation of a Koothambalam
- atraditional performance the-
atre - in the Kalakshetra
Foundation campus in Chennai.
According to documents, the
FIR was based on a 2017 com-
plaint received from the secre-
tary-cum-Chief Vigilance Officer
of the Culture Ministry in New
Delhi over the “unfruitful expen-
diture of Rs 7.02 crores on reno-
vation of Koothamabalam audi-
torium”. The charge being raised
against Samson is that the audi-
torium was renovated in 2009 at
“a higher rate” through a con-
sultant “without following the
General Financial Rules (GFR),
2005, when she was the director
of the Kalakshetra foundation”.
Samson, the then director of

Padma Shri awardee Samson

the foundation, was authorised
by the Governing Board (GB) to
spent the amount intended for
the renovation works.

The FIR says a 2011 report of
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) found “various
lapses in executing the renova-
tion work in the Koothambalam
auditorium”. It also pointed out
that the renovation works were
undertaken without formal
sanction of the GB and the finan-
cial committee. After the GB or-
dered that the pending works be
stopped and ordered an internal
inquiry in April 2012, Samson re-
signed from the post of director.

Samson, who has often faced
the wrath of Hindu groupsin the
recent past for her long-stand-
ing relationship with Gandhi
family, resigned as the chief of
Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) a year after
the Narendra Modi government
took charge in Delhi.In 2014, she
had stepped down from the post
of director at Sangeet Natak
Akademi.

In April 2016, the the Chief
Vigilance Officer of the Culture
Ministry probed alleged lapses
in the renovation of the audito-
rium in the Kalakshetra campus
and found certain irregularities,
including “works allotted with-
out tender, estimates not pre-
pared, poor quality of work, in-
terest fee advances given to the
firm and substandard work”.

The report, which also in-
dicted four more persons for
their active role in the renovation
works, said the foundation had
spent Rs 62.20 lakh more than
the estimated amount and that
the contracts were awarded at a
higher rate.

that you are either with us or
against us. “Hyper-nationalism
creates dark forces in which
everyone is supposed to hate.
Nationalism, as defined by com-
plete lack of reasonable engage-
ment, is not needed,” she said.
Respondingtoaquestion later,
Nigam accepted that the concept
of nationalism is being misused
by some vested interests for polit-
ical gains. “Idon’t subscribe to this
term — nationalism,” he said
Earlier, initiating the discus-
sion, journalist Mark Tully said,
“We are seeing arising tide of na-
tionalismaround the world. It can
be misused for political purpose,
ashasbeen seenin 20th century.”

Protesting J&K
HC lawyers set

to resume work
from Wednesday

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, DECEMBER 14

LAWYERS OF Jammu and
Kashmir High Court, who were
protesting with a demand to re-
store to judicial officers the
power to register documents,
have decided to abandon their
more than 40-day strike and re-
sume work from Wednesday.

This comes three days after
the J&K High Courtissued notices
to protesting lawyers and de-
clared their strike illegal.

Addressing a meeting of the
general house of J&K High Court
Bar Association, the association's
president, Abhinav Sharma, said,
"Iknow your egois hurtand end-
ing the agitation right now will
send a wrong message. Let us
pick a middle path and not call it
off on Monday or Tuesday, but on
Wednesday." The members
agreed to this suggestion.

At the meeting, Sharma said
the government has proposed to
make revenue officials desig-
nated as sub-registrars in a build-
ing adjoining the court premises.
They have identified seven
rooms, and to get four more
rooms has requested the legal
services department to relocate
to another place, he said.

Sharma also said the govern-
ment has assured that it will con-
sider the bar association's request
of inserting a para “drawn and
drafted by advocate" in the new
registration rules.

On Wednesday, the HC had
reminded the bar association of
the SC decision declaring law-
yers' strike as illegal and issued
notice to four lawyers.

Exp

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 14

AN 18-YEAR-OLD woman suffer-
ed 70 per cent burns Saturday af-
ter she reportedly set herself on
fire minutes after a panchayat was
held over her alleged relationship
with a 25-year-old man in
Fatehpur district. Sources said the
panchayat directed the two toend
their relationship and also that the
man, who is a relative of the
woman, should stay away from
the village until she gets married.

However, the woman’s
brother got an FIR registered al-
leging that the relative raped his
sister on Friday and set her on
fire the next day.

Fatehpur District Magistrate
Sanjeev Singh, who along with
the SP, ADG and DIG of
Allahabad zone and range, re-
spectively, visited the village,
said the girl immolated herself
even as the panchayat, at which
the relative, his and her parents
and other villagers were present,
gave its decision.

The woman was admitted to
a hospital in Kanpur where her

R

condition was serious, sources
said. The relative is absconding.
He was booked under IPC sec-
tions 376 (rape) and 307 (at-
tempt to murder).

“Primary investigation has
found that the woman and the
accused were in a relationship
for two years, over which a pan-
chayat was held Saturday. The
two were directed to stay away
from each other. Upset over this,
the girl set herself on fire. Police
are looking into all aspects,” said
DM Singh.

“At the panchayat, it was de-
cided that the relative should
leave the village until the wom-
an gets married. Around 10 am,
the girl went to her residence.
Those at the panchayat spotted
smoke billowing out of the girl’s
house. They rushed there to find
the girl in flames. She was taken
to the community health cen-
tre,” added DM.

Additional Director General
(ADG), Prayagraj zone, Sujeet
Pandey, said, “When people saw
smoke coming out from her
house, her mother and some
women rushed to find her in
flames. The fire was doused. We

Govt extends FASTag
deadline by a month

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

MOTORISTS USING national
highways got a 30-day extension
to equip themselves with FASTags
after the government on Saturday
decided to not enforce the new
rule of mandatory FASTags for an-
other month owing to shortage
of tags in the market.

The new system was to start
from December 15, and will now
be enforced from January 15.

The Road Transport and
Highways ministry issued a cir-
cular permitting the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) to extend the deadline
with a partial rollout. It said that at
least 75 per cent of all lanes at a
toll plaza will have to accept toll
through FASTags, and that no

more than 25 per cent lanes could
be turned “hybrid”, meaning mo-
torists can pay tollin cash as well.

The NHAI had told the min-
istry thatit would try to be ready
for a full rollout within 45 days
from December 15.

Inaletter to the ministry, the
NHAI had requested deferment
of full rollout of the new system
citing a “supply deficit” of
FASTags in the market.

The RFID chips, or FASTag, are
imported and it takes about six
weeks for the import process to
complete. Based on that, all com-
panies manufacturing FASTags
can together churn out around
30,000 to 50,000 tags each day.
As of last week, the inventory of
FASTags stood at 18 lakh, which
the NHAI considered less than
adequate to cover all toll-using
vehicle users in India.

5 pose as CBI officers to
‘kidnap’ two men, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, DECEMBER 14

TWO MEN from Manipur were
allegedly abducted by five peo-
ple impersonating as CBI officers
from New Town area in Kolkata
on Friday. All the accused were
arrested late in the night.
Police said that one
Ngangom Pusparani Devi, a res-
ident of Action Area 1 under
New Town police station, lodged
a complaint that her husband
and his associate were abducted
by five persons from their house.
“As per complaint, five per-
sons, including two Manipuri
men and a Punjabi man, went to
their apartment and introduced
themselves as CBI officers. After
entering the flat, they took their
mobile phones and took the two
men away in a car,” said

Branch Office: New Market, Patna

Whereas

Bidhannagar Deputy
Commissioner of Police ] Mercy.

The abducted men have
been identified as Tongbran
Lukhoi Singh (43) of Imphal East
and Moirangthem Shanta Singh
(42) of Imphal West. Singh runs
an NGO in Manipur.

“The kidnappers later called
Tongbran’s wife and demanded
Rs 15 lakh. A case has been initi-
ated,” said a police officer.

During the investigation, the
police arrested Vinod Rao (32),
Md. Riaz Ali (32), Idris Ali (33),
Nicky Khumallambam Singh
(32)and Khairul Rahaman (49).
They were nabbed from
Beniapukur and Park Street
Police Station area. Police also
recovered several items, includ-
ing cash, the car — inwhich the
two men were taken away —
and three fake arms from their
possession.

2SS NETWORK 9

Told to end affair, UP girl
sets self on fire: official

have been told that when the fire
started, the accused and his par-
ents were in the panchayat. We
will lookintoit.”

According to a statement by
police, the girl’s brother earlier
gave a complaint that the rela-
tive raped her and his sister set
herself on fire. But, after investi-
gation started, he gave another
complaint alleging that the rel-
ative had raped her and and then
set her on fire.

“The accused was ready to
marry the girl but both the fam-
ilies denied as the two were rel-
atives. Both were made to swear
that they would not meet again,”
read the police statement.

DIG, Prayagraj range, Kavin-
dra Paratap Singh, said that as
primary probe has suggested the
youth was innocent, evenif he is
found, he would be arrested only
after proper investigation.

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra tweeted,
“Prime Minister was in Uttar
Pradesh today. We hope that he
will break his vow of silence on
women safety and henious
crimes against women in Uttar
Pradesh..”

10-year-old ‘kills’
classmate after
arguing over pen

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,DECEMBER 14

A10-YEAR-OLD girl has been de-
tained for allegedly murdering
her classmate in Jaipur. The po-
lice arrested her parents for
causing the disappearance of ev-
idence. Both the victim and the
accused study in Class 8, said of-
ficials.

According to the police, the
accused murdered the victim,
aged 12, because of an argument
they had in school over a pen.

The body was found on
Thursday in a forest near her
village with injury marks
which suggested that she
might have been murdered,
said police.

“During investigation, we saw
traces of water on the victim’s
body, which suggested that she
might have been murdered else-
where. We questioned people
and came to know that on the
day she went missing, shehad an
argument with another girl in
her class,” said Avanish Kumar
Sharma, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police, South.

A search was conducted at
the accused girl’s house and the
victim’s earring and bloodstains
were found.

The girl and her family were
questioned after showing the ear-
rings, following which they con-
fessed to the crime, police said.

PUBLIC CAUTION NOTICE

We caution the general public that, some
companies which are not associated with
Associated Cargo Movers & Packers Pvt.
Ltd. are fraudulently issuing bills identical
to our bills with our unique code IBA code,
GST Number and the registered
Trademark.

Our Company: CIN No:
U63090PN2000PTC015011.

Registered Office: Office No: 701 & 702,
Clover Hills Plaza, NIBM Undri Road.
Kondhwa. Pune - 411048.

We will have no commercial liability for
misuse by any Packers & Movers our
company name GST No. & IBA No.

Date : 14/12/2019 Sd/-

Place : Pune Ved Prakash Sharma

POSSESSION NOTICE
Common Possession Notice for Inmovable
Properties of more than one borrower by the same
Authorised Officer
(For Immovable property)

Punjab National Bank/ the Authorized Officer/s of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets &
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay the amount as
mentioned against each account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of said notice(s).
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred to him under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read
with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned against each account.
The borrower’s/ guarantor's/ mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,

to redeem the secured assets.

The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will
be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

Sr. Name Name of the Name of the Description Date of Date of Amount Name of the

No. of the Account borrower of the property mortgaged Demand Possession outstanding Authorised
Branch (Owner of the Notice Notice as on date of Officer/s

property) Affixed demand notice

1. New Ivy Seymour Smt. Ivy Property situated at Mauza-Duzra Pragana, 3 956734/- Smt. Anjana
Market, & Anjali Seymour Survey PS-Phulwari, Thana No.4, Sadar 10.05.2017 12.12.2019 (Rs. Nine lakh Singh
Patna  Sinha W/o Lt Gauri  Registry Dist-Patna, Tauzi N0.14845, Khata fifty six thousand

Shankar No.103, Khesra No.386, Ward No.33, Circle seven hundred
Prasad No.246, Sale Deed No0.3748, Area-1 Katha 5 thirty four only)
Dhur. Pertating to Smt. lvy Seymour W/o-Lt + Intt. and other
Gouri Shankar Prasad. Boundary: North-10 costs
ft Wide Road, South-Ayodhya Bhagat,
East-Road PMC, West-Shail Kumara W/o
Prashant Singh.

2. New Sri Laxmi  Sri Laxmi Kant Property situated at Mauza-Rajapur, 32249180/~ Smt. Anjana
Market, Kant Patel & Patel & Smt. Mohalla-North Sri Krishnapuri, Flat No.104 01.05.2016 12.12.2019 (Rs. Twenty two Singh
Patna Smt. Laxmi Laxmi Sinha on the first floor of Block-C of Amar Kunj lakh forty nine

Sinha Apartment, Tauzi No0.5202, Thana No.03, thousand one
Khata No.192, C.S Plot No.617 and 618, hundred eighty
Ward No.05(0ld), New Ward No.22, Circle only) + Intt. and
No.247, Holding No0.2769, Distt.-Patna, other costs
Area-1600 sq ft. Boundary: North-Side Set
Back of the Building, South-Stair lobby, Lift
thereafter Flat No.03 C of the Building, East-
Flat No.101 of the Building, West-Rear Set
Back of the Building.

Date :12.12.2019 (Authorised Officer)

Place : Patna

Punjab National Bank
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WHY NARINDER BATRA

It is more difficult to

interact with federations

than with governments.

I have had no problem in

communicating with
governments... It's
difficult to convince the
federations to change
their habits and ways”

MIHIR VASAVDA: What is the Indian
Olympic Association’s medal projec-
tion for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics?

As of now, about 61 athletes have qual-
ified. A lot of competitions are yet to take
place — badminton, tennis, boxing,
wrestling, weightlifting. Even if we don’t
qualify, there is a quota of two (athletes in
every event)... The number (of qualifica-
tions) should be between 100and 125.Then
there are support staff and officials. The
number of support staffis 25 per cent of the
total number of athletes who have quali-
fied. So, the contingent size should be about
150-160 people.

(As far as medals are concerned), we
want to hitdouble digits. It's a tough ask but
I am trying to focus on events from where
the results can come from.

MIHIR VASAVDA: Doyou see an
improvement in terms of where we
stand at the competitive level across
various sports?

In a few sports, we have reached com-
petitive level. In shooting we can give any-
one a run for their money. We are making
our presence felt in wrestling. With regard
to boxing and weightlifting, we are knock-
ing on the door. These are sports in which
we are hopeful... Participationis not the only
important thing. It'salso how you planand
build up. When do you peak, when are you
not supposed to peak...it's high time we left
these decisions to high-performance direc-
tors and coaches. We, the sports adminis-
trators, should take a back seat...

In hockey, before the London Olympics
(2012), the team was sent to Spain to play
for three weeks. I think they peaked there
and could not peak in London. The same
happened to some extent in Rio (2016
Olympic Games)... You go to the same cli-
mate, altitude... but what is the right time
togo? This isimportant when planning for
Olympic medals and that’s how other coun-
tries plan. So we are working along those
lines and it is not an easy task.

MIHIR VASAVDA: There is alot of hype
surrounding the hockey team but it fails
to perform in important tournaments.

To a major extent, Indian men'’s team
has crossed that hurdle. Yes, [ am looking
foramedal from them... The women’s team
should not have finished in the twelfth po-
sition (in Rio) — they should have been in
the top six or eight because they have
reached thatlevel of fithess and confidence.
The top four (women’s) teams — Argentina,
Holland, Australiaand England —are alittle
bit above. It will not be easy to cover that
gap in the next six months. But again, on a
good day, they have held top teams. And if
that spiritis maintained, the women’s team
may be in the top four.

MIHIR VASAVDA: We have not focused
much on the women’s team in terms
of the number of matches at home.
They have lesser facilities and funding
compared to the men’s team.

There is absolutely no difference bet-
ween men and women. The only regret is
that I could not start a league for women.
Other than that, there are no facilities that
women lack in terms of camps, tourna-
ments etc. New facilities are first introduced
for women and then for men.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: How difficultis it to
interact with governments for funds?

It is more difficult to interact with fed-
erations than with governments as the lat-
ter are more supportive. I have had no prob-
lemwith governments in the last two years.
It’s difficult to convince the federations to
change their habits and ways. If you have a
blueprint (of the roadmap), there is noth-
ing called ‘No fund’ from the government.
Most of the top federations have everything
in place. But the others need tonow getinto
the system... The maximum medals in
Olympics come from aquatic sports. No
Indian athlete has ever qualified for these
sports. We have always gone under the two
free quotas... Then comes athletics which
has 40 medals. Then there is judo with 12
medals and fencing with 10 medals. The
only presence (in individual sports) we have
is in wrestling, boxing, weigtlifting and
shooting. In team sports, it is hockey, bad-
minton, tennis...

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: India’s seven gold
medals in hockey won it world
recognition. But now, even hockey is
slipping. In other sports, we are no-
where. So what is India’s sport identity?
Don’t link India’s identity only with
sports. A lot of other things are associated
with the country. Everything counts on
sponsorship, numbers, viewership...I think
the population of 1.3 billion gives a lot of
eyeballs to Olympics. They (the
International Olympic Committee)are very
much concerned and that is why they are
looking at India, and India-centric policies

After a disappointing
performance at the Rio
Olympics in 2016, where
India won just two medals,
the country’s athletes will
enter the Olympic year with
the hope of finishing on the
medals table in double digits
for the first time ever. As the
president of Indian Olympic

Association and International

Hockey Federation, as well as

being India’s representative in
the International Olympic
Committee, Narinder Batra
will oversee the country’s
preparations for the 2020
Tokyo Games and lead the
bids for the multi-discipline
events in the next decade.
Batra will also play a crucial
role in the formation of policy
decisions, including the
National Sports Code

“To host international
games, you need a clean
stadium... Delhi has an
entertainment tax, 20%
on the sponsorship
amount... If you have
problems with cricket,
don’t kill Olympic sports

‘Our system is such that it is controlled either by PM
or CMs. If the CM has interest, things will be done’

IOA president Narinder Batra talks about India’s preparation for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, the plans to bid for the 2032 Olympics,
the importance of psychological counselling to uplift morale of athletes, and need to withdraw from the Commonwealth Games

Indian Olympics Association president Narinder Batra with Assistant Editor Mihir Vasavda in The Indian Express newsroom. Amit Mehra

are being formulated...Indiais looked upon
as a country which means business. They
are happy with the way things are moving
in terms of ethics, good governance and
transparency. Systems are being adopted.
That's why we are now trying to bid for the
2023 10C session, 2026 Youth Olympics,
2030 Asian Games and 2032 Olympics.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: We are a sports
hosting nation and not a sport playing
nation. Our only strength is one billion
people who watch sports, not the few
thousands who play it.

Ifyouwant to become a sporting nation,
then you have to get sporting events here
(in India). The involvement begins when
people are able to see (the games). And with
the government enacting policies such as
Fit India, and introducing youth games, a
movement that died in the late 1970s or
early 1980s has begun. I used to play All
India School Games... I got admitted to
schools and colleges on the basis of sports...
Now these Khelo India University Games
has started. The base of the pyramid is now
being built. And how I take advantage of this
base will depend on the federations. The
federations now have to become openand
that is where high-performance directors,
coaches and chief coaches come into the
system...Within the next two-three years,
we will have eight or 10 high-performance
centres across the country.

NIHAL KOSHIE: In 2010, India hosted
the Commonwealth Games in Delhi.
We won a number of medals across
disciplines and there was hope that this
would translate into medals in the
Olympics. But that didn’t happen. A
prominent former athlete has said that
unless we get 20 or 30 medals, we
shouldn’t think of hosting big events.
Don’tyou think infrastructure does not
always translate into medals?

Most of the administrators are former
athletes. There should be criticism but these
athletes should also visit the field. We have
analysed the whole thing. We discuss with
the government and other stakeholders and
then come out with a blueprint. Earlier, ad-
ministrators could decide whowould be in-
cluded in the team and who would be
dropped. But such incidents have reduced
significantly. Today, you can see good ath-
letes coming forward. I have been advocat-
ing high-performance centres because in-
jury management is not carried out in a
proper way. Recently, a boxer was charged
with doping. So, are we giving proper edu-
cation on these fronts? We have to synchro-
nise all these things and move forward.Ina
year or two, all these systems will be in
place. That is why in 2024, I am looking for
over 20 medals and in 2028, more than 40.

MIHIR VASAVDA: But current athletes
don’t criticise because they are afraid of
losing their place....

This s false. Players are listened to even
in private. So 1 disagree with you. Anybody
can pick up the phone and speak to me.

MIHIR VASAVDA: Last week you said
that one of the three cities — Bhubanes-
war, Mumbai or Delhi — can host the
event, with regard to the 2032 Olympic
bid. You added that there were major
problems in hosting events in Delhi....

To host international games, you need
aclean stadium... The Delhi government has
implemented an entertainment tax. You
have to pay 20 per cent tax on the amount
received from sponsors. The problem was
noticed when we hosted hockey games. We
are not cricket. If you have problems with
cricket, don’t destroy Olympic sports. The
money paid as tax should be spent on the
game. That’s why we moved out of Delhi.
And such a tax structure is only present in
Delhi, nowhere else in India. And this tax
has not been implemented by the Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party government
but by the earlier Congress government,
when the IPL started.

However, my preference will be Delhi
or Bhubaneswar as infrastructure exists in
both these venues. We need accommoda-
tion and Bhubaneswar has Kalinga Institute
of Industrial Technology University, which
has a hostel capacity of 20,000. So all these
things will be analysed. In Delhi also, we
have hostels. In Mumbai, things have to be
started from scratch.

PVAIDYANATHAN IYER: The per capita
investment in sports in India is lesser
compared to smaller economies. SO
thereis a problem of investment given
the size of the population. Have you
identified any state or pocket where
there is asporting culture, asitis not

possible to focus on the entire country?

There are differences among sports.
Like athletics, football can be played any-
where. So there are games which donot re-
quire much infrastructure. But some games
have specific needs and we try to identify
their limitations. In hockey, I focus on
Punjab, Haryana, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Manipur, Coorg, Pune and Bhopal. So we
are concentrating on certain pockets. For
power games like wrestling, boxing,
weightlifting, we have to identify the pock-
ets where they are played. The identifica-
tion process is underway for the last one-
and-a-half years and is likely to be
completed by the end of 2020.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: But where is
the funding by the government?

Sports is a state subject. Punjab and
Haryana are doing good in sports. Apart
from these two, thereis Jharkhand, Odisha,
Manipur, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, the only
state toinclude sports in the education cur-
riculum. In the South, Tamil Nadu used to
be good... There is not much response from
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana now.
Karnataka was also good but the graph is
now down there. There are problems.

P VAIDYANATHANIYER: States like
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, which have a
bulk of the population are not there.
Rich states like Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are also not
there. So how is your interaction with
state governments?

We have good relations. They meet me
but don’t take my phone call after I leave.
So we can understand their seriousness.
Our system is such that it is controlled ei-
ther by the Prime Minister or the Chief
Ministers. If the CM has interest, things will
be done. I am from Srinagar. (Former CM)
Farooq Abdullah was very interested in
sports. So that culture matters.

“Earlier, administrators
could decide who would
be included in the team
and who would be
dropped. But such
incidents have reduced
significantly. Today, you

can see good athletes
coming forward

MIHIR VASAVDA: In terms of investme-
nt, doyou think sports can be a priority
where there are other glaring issues?

You are investing in health. But if you
built a good sporting culture, you won't fall
ill. Different states have different issues, we
start a dialogue, two years pass, and in the
next three years, the states are due for elec-
tions. So they change their tack and sports
no longer remains their priority.

NIHAL KOSHIE: The high-performance
director of the Athletics Federation of
India has said that athletes relyalot on
supplements because the diet at most
of the training centres is not adequate.
The issue has also been raised by many
athletes. How do you plan to address it?

This issue has always been there.
Supplements play animportantrole.Idon’t
know in what context he made the com-
ment. If you look at hockey, after playing
one match, a playerloses 2-4 kg. But he has
to play back-to-back games. So how does
one regain the lost weight? It does not come
with diet. It is through supplements. We
have (physiological) data of every athlete...
So when a player gives his peak perform-
ance, the body should not have any defi-
ciency. We have minute-to-minute dataon
heartrate, blood pressure, oxygen level etc.
What nutrients should be in the diet is the
job of the high-performance director... There
is a special diet prescribed on match days
so that reflexes don’t slow down.

MIHIR VASAVDA: Many athletes look
forward to training abroad because
they get meats like beef, which helps
increase their strength...

[have been an athlete and I have stayed
in camps. Beef has nothing to do with it
(strength). You get everything from the dif-
ferent kinds of food you eat. If you fail to per-
form, don’t give such excuses.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: You have worked
with many foreign coaches. What
should be their role in Indian sports?

It differs from game to game. In athlet-
ics, timing and body positions matter —
how an athlete should start a 200-metre
race or throw the shot put. In hockey, there
is no coach in the country who canrun the
Indian men and women’s teams... In other
games, Indian coaches are doing well...

In sports, rules keep changing quickly...
And we (India) don’t have any say. We are
not a part of the world body. So we have to
follow rules. Now, Mary Kom'’s weight cat-
egory has been changed. I don’t know why
it was done. If we have a say, then only can
we do something.

MIHIR VASAVDA: Rules are being chan-
ged in hockey too. The 11-a-side format

is being changed to 5-a-side format....

We have been funding hockey calling it
our de-facto national game. Maybe 20 years
down the line one may think whether we
should be spending so much money for just
one medal or train 50 athletes who can bri-
ng 50 medals. So, in hockey, we are looking
to introduce a shorter version to make it
popular. And also, we can pick up the top
five or six teams which go to the Olympics
and hold 5-a-side tournaments — men,
women and mixed. The 5-a-side format has
already been introduced in the Youth
Olympics... We are not stopping the 11-a-
side format. Test matches (in cricket) have
not stopped.

GAURAV BHATT: With the Olympics ap-
proaching, what s the Indian Olympic
Association doing to help players with
psychological counselling?

We are working on this front. Those who
need support are getting it. In Olympics,
there is limitation of 25 per cent support
staff. Staff like doctors, physiotherapists,
masseurs, media relations officer among
others are necessary. (So these are people
who stay in the Games village.) But there
are others who can stay outside the village.
The psychological condition of players is
very important. If they don’t perform well in
oneround, they get disturbed. To keep such
matters in control, counselling isimportant.
Every player is receiving full support (for
psychological issues). No athlete is denied
any help in this regard. Some players have
even taken the help of foreign counsellors
and we have paid forit.

PARVEEN KUMAR DOGRA: How honest
has the Delhi governmentbeen in the
last five years in terms of building
sports infrastructure? The government
proposed a sports university as well.

The NGT has opposed the construction
of the university on the proposed land, they
will look for a new site, so no university is
coming up. As of now, they have only an-
nounced, but there is nothing on record. If
they have improved sports facilities, they
must name one athlete from Delhi who has
entered the India camp.

MIHIR VASAVDA: Has Commonwealth
Games lost its relevance?

lam not against any event.lam not ask-
ing for a boycott, but withdrawal. In Asian
Games, there are nine events to qualify for
the Olympics.I have analysed the Common-
wealth and Asian Games from 1990 to0 2019.
Only twice were there gaps of 120 daysand
over 200 days between the two. In the rest,
gapswere 30-45 days.Idon’t think athletes
can peakagainin45 days... For me, the Asian
Games is more important. So the Common-
wealth Games must correct its timing,
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N JANUARY this year, when the

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill was

first placed in the Lok Sabha, subse-

quently lapsing after failing to clear

the Rajya Sabha, Assam and the
Northeast had witnessed intense protests.
But then, in the general elections that fol-
lowed months later, the BJP and allies won
17 of 24 seats in the region (nine of 14 in
Assam alone) by huge margins.

On August 31, Assam defied fears by
keeping calm as the final National Register
of Citizens (NRC) list was published, with the
only dissent ironically coming from the BJP
over the “large number” of Hindus excluded.

Nearly four months later, as Assam and
Tripura saw violent protests, and Guwahati
chaos of the kind not seen since the pre-Assam
Accord in the 1980s, within hours of CAB clear-
ing the Lower House, the question hunginthe
air: whounderestimated whom? Did the BJP,
whichis now a partof the ruling alliance inall
the seven Northeast states, misread the re-
gion’s anti-outsider sentiment as religion-
based? Or did the people, tired of the region’s
revolving-door politicians, vote for the ruling
party’s promise of change and feel betrayed?

There were other questions. What is the
way back from this sledgehammer thrown
at the Northeast’s tightrope of inter-woven
religions and tribes? And is there a way back
at all, to the fraught and, at most times,
precipitously poised peace?

Assam: ‘Why won’t Delhi listen?’

On Thursday, Rajdeep Roy, the BJP MP
from Silchar, in Assam’s Bengali-dominated
Barak Valley, that has welcomed CAB, told
The Indian Express that miscreants and the
Congress were to blame for the violence. He
reasoned that Home Minister Amit Shah had
held “120 hours” of discussions with “600-
700 people” from “160 organisations”, in a
“humongous” effort to convince the region.

There are few takers for this argument to-
day in the state — talks held earlier this
month between Assamese groups and Shah,
just before the Bill was introduced, in fact,
had failed.

All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) advisor
Samujjal Bhattacharya and general secretary
Lurinjyoti Gogoi have likened the new citizen-
ship Act to the Mughal invasion of Assam in
the 17th century, straining its ties with parent
organisation AGP, which is now aligned with
the BJP. For the AGP, the Act is a particularly
grievous blow as it had led the Assam agita-
tion in its student avatar, and CAB is seen as
smashing the very basis of the Assam Accord.

Over multiple conversations over the past
few days, Bhattacharya and Lurinjyoti Gogoi
told The Sunday Express that the citizenship
Act posed a threat to the indigenous people
of Assam. “Lakhs of people came out violat-
ing curfews. The governments of Assam and
India are responsible for the situation
because they are imposing injustice,”
Bhattacharya said, hours after addressing a
vast gathering of protesters in Guwahati.

The Assam Accord had set March 24,
1971, as the cut-off date beyond which im-
migrants coming to Assam would be consid-
ered foreigners. The NRC was the fulfilment
of one of the promises based on that Accord,
and the BJP’'s murmurs against it, in fact, went
against its very purpose — of rooting out
illegal immigrants, irrespective of religion.
With the citizenship Act, that betrayal is seen
as total, as it specifies December 31, 2014, as
the deadline to accept all immigrants (except
Muslims) as citizens, on the logic that they
fled religious persecution.

Says Congress spokesperson Rhituporna
Konwar, “People had full faith in the Sonowal
government... The Centre failed to under-
stand Assamese psychology. Since 1836, we
have been fighting for our language and cul-
ture. Modi and Shah have shown arrogance.”

The protests have seen shutdowns, a
senior minister’s cavalcade being chased,
police using lathicharge and teargas, spon-
taneous violence and a march towards the
Assam Secretariat at Dispur. A meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe to be
held in Guwahati later this week has been
put off. The worst of the anger has been re-
served for Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal (a former AASU leader) and

PEOPLE vs
CITIZENSHIP

Assam sees it as ‘betrayal’, Tripura a return to its violent past. Months after
it swept LS polls and in power in the two states for the first time, BJP is
facing a backlash over CAB here. How did the state government not
anticipate it and what are the challenges ahead?

ABHISHEK SAHA in Assam & DEBRA] DEB in Tripura report

A protest against CAB, defying the curfew, in Guwahati on Friday; (above) another protest in the city. Dasarath Deka

Finance Minister and the BJP’s Northeast
face, Himanta Biswa Sarma.

The Thursday protest on Latasil grounds
in Guwahati saw student leaders, activists,
cultural icons, intellectuals and senior edi-
tors join in. By evening, even as the Centre
deployed Army and shuffled police officers at
the top, came news of deaths of protestersin
alleged police firing.

Rajiv Rajkumar, an Asom Jatiyabadi Yuba
Chhatra Parishad leader from Charaideo dis-
trict, was among the protesters at Latasil. “We
cannot take the burden of Bangladeshi mi-
grants anymore,” he told The Sunday Express.

Nearby stood Moinul Hoque, who works
in the Agricultural Department and is as
vociferous against the citizenship Act.

Regretting the attempts to give the Assam
agitation a communal colour, well-known
Guwahati-based advocate Santanu
Borthakur says, “Assam has never seen the
issue of migrants as a religion issue. That is
why people have come out. The protest is not
directed against any community.”

RupjyotiDas, a protester from Guwahati,
expressed anger at the Centre’s “indiffer-
ence”. “Are the people of Assam mad that
they are protesting against CAB. Why is Delhi
not listening to us? Why isn’t Modiji?”

Prof Udayaditya Bharali, a former princi-
pal of the prestigious Cotton College, asks the
same. Bharali had been part of the delega-
tion that met the Joint Parliamentary
Committee team that visited the Assamese-
dominated Brahmaputra Valley last year, to
present Assam’s concerns regarding CAB.

“Inademocratic country, people of a state
have been democratically protesting for so
long, and they just did not listen. They are like
total fascists... The BJP got votes because they
promised that the Assam Accord will be
implemented in totality,” says Bharali.

Withits Lok Sabha performance in Assam
having defied both the NRCand CAB spectre,
the BJP had attributed it to projects inaugu-
rated under its government like the Dhola-
Sadiya bridge and Bogibeel bridge — two of
India’s longest river bridges — apart from

DEGREES OF SEPARATION

M The citizenship Act exempts
entire Arunachal Pradesh,
Mizoram and Nagaland via the
Inner Line Permit system. In
Nagaland, the only district out so
far, Dimapur, was covered under it.
InILP areas, outsiders, including
Indians, require a permit to enter.

B With Sixth Schedule areas not
affected by new law, entire
Meghalaya practically exempted
too. Sixth Schedule areas are
largely autonomous. However,
there have been protests seeking
exemption under ILP instead.

B Manipur, which didn’t get any
exemption under Act, to be
covered entirely under ILP too.

M Assam and Tripura remain the
only Northeast states to not enjoy
full relief, except for areas under
Sixth Schedule. In Assam, such
areas are minimal; in Tripura,
while a major portion is under the
schedule, most of the population is
concentrated in other parts.

M The North East Students’
Organisation, umbrella body of the
states’ powerful student bodies,
wants entire Northeast exempted.

welfare schemes such as those for tea tribes.
The unsaid understanding was the support
toit from Bengali-speaking Hindus of Assam.

In the wake of the protests, the BJP is fast
revising. Having earlier questioned the NRC's
exclusion of a “large number” of Hindus, BJP
leaders are now trying to prove that the num-
ber of non-Muslim migrants eligible for citi-
zenship through CABwill be “less”. Last week,
at a BJP meeting, the CM said data showed
that people eligible under the citizenship Act

in Assam “would not be more than five lakh”.
Over 19 lakh people were left out when the
final NRC was released on August 31.

In Nalbari, Sonowal said, the figure for the
district would be “only 1,000".

BJP Assam president Ranjit Dass has cited
other data to claim Majuli district would see
“not more than 300 people” get in through
the Act, while the figure for Muslim-major-
ity Barpeta and Baksa districts would be
“around 24,000” and “28,000-odd”. On the
other hand, in the three districts of Barak
Valley with support for CAB, he has said, “a
total of 1.3 lakh people would be eligible”.

Sarma has gone so far as to claim that
“only 7,19,200” Bangladeshi Muslims had
been left out of the NRC, and hence it was im-
portant to include Bengali Hindus as citizens
to ensure balance in political representation.
He often repeats that unless CAB was passed,
17 Assembly constituencies of Assam “would
go to Badruddin Ajmal (of the AIUDF)".

Although BJP ministers and leaders cite
all this data as authentic, the official NRC
figures actually remain locked up in its data
servers and cannot be shared with anyone,
as per directions of the Supreme Court.

The BJPis, meanwhile, trying to speed up
an earlier promise, of protecting the inter-
ests of Assamese through implementation
of Clause 6 of Assam Accord — its best fall-
backin the present circumstances. The clause
promises “Constitutional, legislative and ad-
ministrative safeguards” to “preserve and
promote the cultural, social, linguistic iden-
tity and heritage of Assamese people”.

Sonowal told The Sunday Express the gov-
ernment would be implementing the provi-
sions very soon. “A committee at the highest
levelis preparing its report... This was agreed
upon in the Assam Accord of 1985, but no PM
addressed it, only Narendra Modi.”

However, the 13-member committee is
still conducting meetings with stakeholders
toreach a consensus, as confirmed by chair-
man Justice (retd) Biplab Kumar Sarma to The
Sunday Express. “We have interacted with
various communities. We plan to submit our

report by January 15, if all goes fine,” he says.

But thatis abigif. The first step in the im-
plementation of Clause 6 is to define the
“Assamese people”, amidst various contest-
ing cut-off years. The citizenship Act has fur-
ther muddied those waters. Last January, six
of the nine members of the original commit-
tee constituted for Clause 6 implementation
had quit in protest against CAB.

A BJP leader, requesting anonymity, says
the party alone is not to blame. “The politics
of many ‘leaders’ will be over if the issue of
identity is settled for once and all. So maybe
they want it to stay on the boil.”

With Guwahati burning, the BJP is also
trying to pin the Opposition down over the
violent protests. Dass says the instigators
were “the Congress and people who origi-
nally belong to Barpeta, Goalpara and Dhubri
districts (implying Bengal-origin Muslims)”.

Flaying the attempt to give CAB a Hindu-
Muslim colour, AIDUF general secretary
Aminul Islam says, “We do not know how
many Bengali Hindus would benefit from
CAB, but what we do know is that it will des-
troy the peaceful relations between Assam’s
linguistic and religious communities.”

Islam adds that while the AIUDF has held
“democratic” protests, those who came out
on the roads were students. “How can any-
one blame Muslim organisations or any
community or any organisation?”

Veteran Congress leader and former CM
Tarun Gogoi also calls the BJP allegations
“baseless”. “These are spontaneous protests,
the first such since the Assam agitation. The
BJPis trying to divert people’s attention.”

Gogoi, who ruled the state for 15 years,
adds that even if miscreants were taking ad-
vantage of the situation, “the Army and po-
lice cannot solve this”. “It needs a political so-
lution. The BJP and PM should understand
and respect the pride of Assamese people.”

Ex-Cotton College principal Bharali fears
a lot may be lost before the government
realises this. “With the Assam Accord, there
was peace for so long, but the BJP has ruined
everything for their political goals.”

Even BJP leader and Assembly Speaker
Hitendra Nath Goswami fears the citizenship
Act “will cause hatred between different
communities of the state”.

Meanwhile, as tensions resurface, so do
familiar, often unfounded, fears. Says a pro-
tester, Himangshu Kalita, “If Bangladeshis
come, unemployment will increase in
Assam. The number of Assamese speakers
anyway is much less than the number of
Bengali speakers.”

As per the Language Census data of 2011,
the Assamese speakers in Assam are almost
double that of Bengali, with the decline/rise
in the past 10 years, respectively, marginal.
If those who spoke Assamese comprised
48.38% of the state’s population in 2011
(48.80%1n 2001 ), the Bengali speakers made
up 28.91%(27.54%in 2001).

Tripura: ‘Unconstitutional Act’

A semblance of normalcy is back in the
state, after four days of raging protests against
CAB.But the brewing tension has opened the
wounds of the ethnic faultlines in Tripura
between its indigenous tribals and its dom-
inant Bengali-speaking population.

In 2018, the BJP had come to power in the
state for the first time in alliance with the
Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT).
The IPFT represents tribal groups, and the BJP
securing its support for a government led by
its Bengali Chief Minister, Biplab Kumar Deb,
was seen as a masterstroke.

But ties between the IPFT and BJP, already
rocky, are in for a rough patch after the citi-
zenship Act. Initially reluctant to speak
openly, the IPFT held a 12-hour strike against
CAB on December 9.

On Thursday, Home Minister Amit Shah
met the Joint Movement Against Citizenship
Amendment Bill (JMACAB), comprising tribal
leaders, in Delhi. Soon after, the JMACAB
announced that it was calling off its strike,
with convenor Anthony Debbarma saying
Shah had promised that the government
would provide protection for tribals. Shah
also assured an IPFT delegation the same.

Tripura Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ratan Lal Nath told The Sunday
Express, “Our government is making sure no
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Police help out travellers as a strike
halts buses in Agartala Thursday. P11

one is misguided on CAB... Tripura doesn’t
have any camps holding refugees from
Bangladesh. Anyone who entered here after
1971 has already obtained some creden-
tials. The new Act doesn’t recognise anyone
coming after 2014. So nobody will be addi-
tionally accommodated in effect. Nobody
needs to panic.”

However, the fear is that mere assurances
might not prove enough. The protests turned
violent after social media rumours that
‘Bengali migrants’ had killed tribals, forcing
the government to snap SMS and mobile
Internet services for 48 hours. There were
counter-rumours of attacks on a Bengali by
tribals. The fringe areas of Dhalai and North
Tripura districts, adjoining Bangladesh,
remain on edge. Atleast 40, including a con-
stable, have been injured in the violence and
properties of non-tribals attacked. Scared
people took shelter in police stations and
government hostels in Satnala, Dasda,
Kanchanpur and Anandabzaar areas in North
district. Violence was also reported from
Manu and Ambassa in Dhalai district as well
as in Kalyanpur, Khowai district.

The Centre has moved in two columns of
the Army, apart from the Assam Rifles. Dhalai
District Magistrate Brahmneet Kaur said the
situation was being closely monitored.

To many in Tripura, the tension is
reminder of a violent, and tragic, past. A
proud tribal princely state, Tripura saw mi-
grants flood in from Bengal in pre-Partition
India, in the process changing its demogra-
phy. By the 1931 Census, the tribals, who
made up 56.37% of the state’s population in
the previous Census, were down to 28.44%.
The current tribal numbers stand at 31%.

The erstwhile CPM government created
the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC), but under the Fifth
Schedule of the Constitution. Autonomous
councils under this schedule have limited
powers and the state governments can ter-
minate them at will. Councils formed under
the Sixth Schedule enjoy much more auton-
omy and are governed by the Governor.

The TTAADC got Central nod only in 1982;
by when the 1980 riots had already left 1,300
dead, including tribal and non-tribals. The
subsequent armed insurgency, for a ‘sover-
eign Tripura’, lasted over four decades.

While almost all militant outfits are now
neutralised, tribals fear that the citizenship
law will further weaken their grip on the
state by opening arms to Bengali migrants.

Tripura CPM secretary Goutam Das says
while his party opposes CAB, it is not calling
strikes as people are already facing a severe
economic crisis under the BJP government. It
is the Congress that has taken the lead, with
its leaders facing police action on
Wednesday. State Congress vice-president
Tapas Dey says, “It is an unconstitutional Act
as it violates the basic spirit of secularism.”

On December 14, Tripura royal scion and
JMACB chairperson Pradyot Kishore Manikya
Debbarma approached the Supreme Court.

IPFT spokesperson Mangal Debbarma
says they are waiting for now for next talks
with Shah. “He will call us after 15 days.”
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Tough law,
poor
execution

FOLLOWING THE December
2012 gang rape, the Parliament
passed the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013, which
expanded the definition of rape
and increased sentence for
accused. The following year,

the Health Ministry too issued
guidelines for medico-legal care
of survivors. However, with
health being a state subject,

not all states have adopted the
guidelines, and implementation
on the ground has been found
wanting. Experts believe that
the low conviction rate in cases
of rape — 32.2% at the national
level — is also a reflection of this
indifference, which results in
shoddy investigation and col-
lection of evidence, poor medi-
cal care, and lack of emotional
support systems for survivors.

Tomorrow marks the seventh anniversary of the
rape in Delhi that convulsed the nation — the
tremors of which are felt to this day. So when
police kill four suspects of a rape in Hyderabad last
week, there is a disquieting applause. Rarely
understood is the story of what happens after the
rape. To investigate that, ANKITA DWIVEDI JOHRI
travels to a counselling centre in Dewas, speaks to
rape victims, doctors and police to find that for the
survivors of rape, the nightmare rarely ends

ER TEAR-stained face is cov-

ered intiny, red eruptions.It's

not chicken pox or teenage

acne, she confirms. A few

wounds on her neck —
throbbing blotches of purple —are yet to heal.
And when she walks, she switches between
ahobble and aheavy limp. “Iwasn’t this way
two months ago,” she says impassively.

Two months ago, the 17-year-old was
gang-raped by three men —a 17-and an 18-
year-old from her village in west-central
Madhya Pradesh, and a 45-year-old from a
neighbouring village. She was on her way to
visita tailor, when the men abducted her, held
her hostage for one month and five days —“1
keptcount,” she says —and repeatedly raped
her. “They didn’t give me any food, and beat
me up,” she says, dressed in a kurta, which
hangs loosely over her skeletal frame.

Only a few moments ago, she had
recounted the horrors of those days to a
counsellor of Jan Sahas, an NGO that works
withrape victims and other

wager, says he has been staying up nights
wondering if his daughter could have been
saved if police had registered his complaint
on time. “They first told me bhaag gayi hogi
(Your daughter would have run away).
When I persisted, they threatened me. Even
after my daughter was rescued, only two of
the accused, both tribals, were arrested. The
man from the neighbouring village, an
upper caste Patidar, was let off... I suspect
he bribed the policemen,” he says.

“The room they kept me in was his. The
entire thing was his idea,” says the 17-year-
old of the man who was let off on bail.

D Roopa Moudgil, IGP, Railways, and for-
mer DIG, Prisons, Karnataka, admits that in
many cases, even getting a rape case filed,
especiallyinrural parts,isachallenge. “There
are instances of victims being driven away.
Policemen make allegations against the com-
plainant.. The manuals and guidelines are all
in place. There are programmes held for
sensitisation of police officers as well... In

many cases, despite rules, a

underprivileged women, in “Apar t from the woman officeris not present
Dewas in Madhya Pradesh. : while the survivor’s state-
This is her first counselling Vaglnal swab, ment is recorded,” she says.
session since the rape and samples from Back in 2006, the NCRB
sheputsherheaddownand 4415 211 oral estimated that about 71 per
repeats a story she has told . . cent of rape crimes go
several times before, to her ~ Cavities, mCIUdlng unreported in the country.
family, police, in court. Vijayanta Arya, DCP,
As another anniversary ears, are a must. North-West Delhi, who has
approaches of the 2012 Delhi However, handled several rape casesin
gangrape case thathad jolted hospitals, the Capital — which, accord-
the country and resultedina . . ing to Delhi Police statistics,
series of policy reforms, eSpeCIally inrural  relordeda daily average of
including the Criminal Law - Tndia, donot have  five ormore rapesin 2018 —
(Amendment)Act, 2013 that .. . saysthereportingand inves-
broadened the definition of ther equlSIte kits tigation gets tougher when
rape, two recentincidents—  for these tests” the rape has happened long

the Hyderabad case where
the rape accused were killed
inan ‘encounter’,and the recent Unnao case
inwhich the victim was burnt todeath by her
alleged assaulters — have again made rape
and meaning of justice national conversation.

But, as the Parliament session ending on
anunceremonious note on December 13, also
overrape, showed, mostly, that conversation
is little more than noise.

According to the latest National Crime
Records Bureau(NCRB)report, in2017,33,885
women were raped in India, of whom 227
were murdered. A total of 28,152 children
were raped and, of them, 151 were killed
after the incident. Uttar Pradesh recorded the
maximum number of crimes against women
(56,011), and Madhya Pradesh, with 5,562
cases, recorded the highest number of rapes.

The 17-year-old’s bruised exterior does
not fully reveal the extent of trauma that the
survivor and her family have been going
through since she was assaulted. More often
than not, victims seeking help in the imme-
diate aftermath of a rape encounter a creak-
ing, hostile system — slapdash investigation,
negligent medical care,absence of emotional
support,alegal battle that threatens togoon
for too long, and social ostracisation.

First hurdle: Filing complaint
The 17-year-old’s father, a Dalit daily

ago. “Itis difficult to corrobo-

rate the event, important
biological evidenceislost, CCTVand CDR (call
detail record) analysis is difficult or not
possible, and if the crime has occurred in a
hotel etc, the visitor logs may have been
misplaced,” she says, adding that in such
situations, not just the police, the entire
ecosystem of family, doctors and counsellors,
have to be in sync to build a robust case.

IGP Moudgil also emphasises the role of
the supervisory officer (an IPS officer)in see-
ingacase through. “Many instances of laxity
donotcometo light because the supervisory
officer doesn’t pay heed. But that’s also be-
cause they too are burdened with bandobast,
VIP duty... What we need is dedicated staff.”

Jayashree Velankar, Director, Jagori, a
women'’s rights group that has been work-
ing with victims for many years, says police
also need to change the way they perceive
rape cases. “Inmany police stations, there are
blackboards with lists of cases solved. Never
have I seen a rape case on that list. That's
because while an officer is promoted for
cracking a murder case, there is no such in-
centive for solving a rape case. They look at it
as an additional burden,” she says.

The other aspect that weighs heavily on
investigators is public anguish, like in the
Hyderabad case. “There are people baying for
the blood of the accused. How does one as-

suage and control that? It'sahuge challenge,”
says retired IPS officer and now Lieutenant
Governor of Puducherry Kiran Bedi.

She says that while investigation “hasim-
proved to an extent, there is still not much
police mobility and presence on the ground”.
“Even grassroots and community policing to
ensure prevention of crimesis nil. (And, since
the Delhi gang rape) while we have extremely
tough laws, we have also not come very farin
terms of fast trials,” she says.

In light of the Unnao case this year, Bedi
also puts the onus on the judiciary “toensure
stiff bail conditions for the accused”. Two of
the menwhoset the Unnaovictimon fireare
her alleged rapists, who were out on bail.

Citing “police apathy” in the other
Unnao case — the 2017 kidnapping and
rape of awoman, allegedly by expelled BJP
MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar — Jyotika Kalra,
a member of the National Human Rights
Commission and a former Supreme Court
lawyer, says investigators usually let the
victim down in most cases. “When the
Unnao victim went to the police to file a
complaint, they did not do it. She had to go
to court forit. This happened when the case
was playing out in public....” she says.

IGP Moudgil says police have to ensure
that the bail conditions laid out by courts are
monitored. “The rules mandate it, but again,
on the ground, that may not be the case.”

Medical exam, forensics

The 17-year-old’s medical examination
did not take very long. “Five to ten minutes,”
she recalls. “My body was full of bruises... I
was asked to remove my clothes... Bohot dar
lag raha tha (1 was very scared). Bas slide test
kiya(Only avaginal swab was taken). Nothing
else,” she says. She was also subjected to the

controversial two-finger test.

Medical examination, says Jagori's
Velankar, is most crucial to prove the crime
in court. “Apart from the vaginal swab, sam-
plesfrom nails, all oral cavities, including ears,
are a must. However, a large number of
hospitals, especially those in rural India, do
not have the requisite kits to conduct these
tests,” she says, adding that while the two-
finger test may not be prevalent in cities, it's
common in smaller towns.

Even after the evidence is collected, its
preservation has often been found wanting.
“Itis not just about putting things ina packet.
Many atime, the forensics are not correct be-
cause the preservation has not been done ac-
cording to the guidelines,” says Moudgil.

Kalra points to the degradable nature of
medical samples that need more care than
other evidence. “At this stage, you need
trained doctors,and the overburdened staffat
government hospitals may not be adequately
equipped forit,” she says.

These samples, however well preserved,
thenenter the choked system of forensic labs
— there are seven such laboratories in the
country towhich goall cases that need foren-
sicanalysis, including rape.

According to Gordon Thomas Honeywell-
Governmental Affairs, an international pub-
lic affairs firm that focuses on forensic DNA
policy, “DNA testing is done only in 7,500
cases in India annually” — a poor number
when compared to countries such as the
United Kingdom, which have amuch smaller
population, and where “over 60,000 such
tests are conducted annually”.

Also, likein the case of the 17-year-old, the
treatment for victims often falls short. “I could
not tell the doctors about my pains. Apart
from the boils on my face, it also hurts when

[relieve myself... Thereisadischarge at times
too,” she says. Her father pitches in, “She has
notbeen eating since she was rescued by the
police.” “Ifeel repulsed by food,” she says.

In2014, the Health Ministry issued guide-
lines for the medico-legal care for survivors
which states that “sexual assault victims can-
not be denied treatment... Denial has..been
made a...criminal offence punishable with...
jail terms or fines or both”. However, says
Manjuof Jan Sahas, most survivors who come
tothem, such as the 17-year-old victim, strug-
gle to get access to medical care.

“Inrural parts, the medical staff is mostly
concerned with examination. They just want
to finish the job. However, many victims
come with severe injuries which need
medical attention. Also, the treatment may
take many days and should be monitored.
Thatawareness isn’t there,” says Velankar.

With health being a state subject,a 2017
study by Human Rights Watch, ‘Barriers to
Justice and Support Services for Sexual
Assault Survivors in India’, found that
medical professionals, even in states that
have adopted the 2014 guidelines, often do
not follow them.

Lack of emotional support

Earlier this year, the Women and Child
Development Ministry said 462 One-Stop
Centres(OSC), whichwould provide medical,
legal, psychological and counselling support
to victims of gender violence, have been set
up across the country. Its costs are covered
under the Nirbhaya Fund, a corpus fund
established by the Centre security of women.

At one such OSC in Dewas, attached to
the town’s Mahatma Gandhi Government
Hospital, a case worker, a counsellor, a
policewoman, and a representative froman

NGO are working on the case file of awoman
who has come with a domestic violence
complaint. Since it was established in 2017,
the centre has dealt with 436 cases, half of
them of rape. There are five beds for victims
to stay for five-seven days, two toilets and a
bathing area. When a victim arrives, she is
givenakit with clothes, oil, cream and comb.
Doctors and lawyers are available on call.

The staff admits that the biggest challenge
so far has been handling the emotional
trauma of victims. “Some cry uncontrollably,
some try to flee, bang on gates, they want to
end their life... It's alot to deal with. We have
now asked for a guard at night as well,” says
head constable Savitri Devi, who, along with
acase worker, stays the night at the centre.

Since the incident, the 17-year-old sur-
vivor has been finding it hard to sleep. “Bure
sapne aate hain, jo mera saath ganda kaam
kiya, uske (I get nightmares of the rape and
torture),” she says. She hasn't received any
counselling from the government hospital
and says she wasn't aware of the OSC till she
came in touch the NGO, that has been offer-
ing help through its counsellors.

DrNimesh Desai, director of the Institute
of Human Behaviour and Allied Sciences in
Delhi, where the Capital’s first full-fledged
OSCstarted last month, believes counselling
forvictims of sexual assaults needs standard-
isation. “There is a need for a complete psy-
cho-social support. Today, world over, there
has been a major shift in mental healthcare,
and we need more non-medical support.
Unfortunately, we are still stuck with the old
models that rely on medicines,” he says.

Apart from police sensitisation, Jagori’s
Velankar also lays stress on training counsel-
lors, who, she says, come with their own set
of social prejudices. “What cannot be denied

Vishal Srivastav

is that most of the staff at government hos-
pitals look at these victims as an added bur-
den. There s little empathy, and most things
goagainst the girl. Even functioning of an OSC
isacomplexissue,and needsalot of co-ordi-
nation,” she says, agreeing with IBHAS's Desai
on standard protocols for counsellors.

The fight in court

Since the incident, says the 17-year-old'’s
father, he and his daughter have made three
trips to Dewas, where the case is being
heard, traveling 200 km from their village.
The visits are hectic, and they combine it
with counselling and meeting with lawyers,
to save costs.

“Every trip costs me Rs 500.1 can’t afford
it. She is also not keeping well, gets frequent
fevers,” he says.

While still dealing with the system’s
medico-legal maze, the family has also been
facingridiculein their village. “People tellme
iski bacchi gayi(His daughter has been raped).
The family of the accused say they will get me
booked in a rape case too,” says the father of
six. The 17-year-old is his youngest child and
has studied till Class 8.

The NCRB data for 2017 pegs the convic-
tion rate in rape cases ata poor 32.2 per cent
at the national level, and lower, at 27.2 per
cent, in metropolitan cities.

Vikas Suryavanshi, alawyer at the Indore
High Court who has represented several rape
survivors, blames shoddy investigation for
cases falling apart in courts. “Many a time,
instead of filing a rape case under Section 375,
police book the accused under milder sec-
tions, such as the one for a break-in. We have
come across cases where the family of the
accused bribes the police, who then put pres-
sure on the victim to withdraw her com-

plaint,” he says. “Also, police do not file
chargesheet on time, within the stipulated
60days, whichresultsin bail for the accused.”

The NCRB data confirms this — the rate of
filing chargesheets in rape cases has come
down to 86.6 per cent in 2017 from 95.4 per
centin2013.

After the Delhi gang rape case, state gov-
ernments were also directed to fast-track
cases of sexual crimes, and ensure that the
trial is completed within 60 days. Legal
experts, however, say that's an ambitious
target. “When we say fast-track, it's not like
aseparate court has been built for it. It's an
added burden on the existing structures.
Even the first judgment in the Delhi gang
rape case took over a year, despite all the
media attention,” says Velankar.

Recently, Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said there are 704 fast-track courts for
heinous offences and other crimes, and that
the government will be setting up 1,123 dedi-
cated fast-track courts for rape cases and for
those under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO, 2012) Act.

Says an Additional Sessions Court judge
in Madhya Pradesh who did not wish to be
identified, “We have one of the toughest rape
laws in the world. The courts too are trying
very hard to fast-track all cases. In Madhya
Pradesh, every districthasaPOCSO court. But,
in my experience, 80 per cent of the times
there is no conviction, and that is mostly
because the victim turns hostile. Now, there
may be many reasons for that, but as judges,
we go by the victim’s statement. Thereis also
the issue of witnesses turning hostile.”

IGPMoudgil says the laxity is often at the
trial stage. “Since the cases run for so long, a
witness tends to forget the statement they
made earlier. It is the Investigating Officer’s
job to brief him again. Then there are times
when witnesses don’t appear in court, and
thatdelays the case further. Also, our witness
protection systemisn’t very robust,” she says.

The road ahead

World over, the battle with rape has been
atough one. According to World Population
Review,anindependent United States-based
firm that examines demographic data, South
Africa, with 132.4 incidents of rape per
100,000 people, tops the list of countries
with the highest rate of rapes. Even countries
such as Sweden, which are hailed for their
progressive gender laws, stands on the sixth
spotwith 63.5 incidents per 100,000 people.
Developed nations such as the US, New
Zealand, Australia, the Netherlands, all have
poorer records than India.

Experts, however, say the focus should not
be on safety rankings but on developing both
preventive and post-crime interventions.

NHRC's Kalra suggests the appointment
ofapoint person, whom the rape victim can
trust, to monitor all stages of the case. “Since
the victim often has very little faith in the in-
vestigating officer, such a point person can
serve as a protection officer,” she says.

A police station in Tonk Khurd village,
Madhya Pradesh, offers some cues. “Thereare
a few colleges around here, and girls were
allegedly harassed while going to study. We
weretold that they felt scared to complain to
the police. We had a spare building in the
compound,and we have opened it up for the
children and girls to come and study;, play etc.
So in the future, if any of them have a com-
plaint, they can come to the station without
fear,” says constable Shanu Sahi.

In the same village, NGO Jan Sahas has
alsosetupa ‘Dignity Centre’, where girlscome
after school to learn, among other things,
“good touch, bad touch”. Amu Vinzuda of Jan
Sahas believes such efforts go a long way in
changing mindsets inside homes.

Back in Dewas, as the 17-year-old pre-
pares to take the 200-km journey back to her
village after counselling, her father hopes she
“eats something today”. He also has another
concern, “ have been looking fora groom for
her. Only then will this issue end for me.”

The 17-year-old withdraws her face into
her dupatta, and walks behind her father.

RAPE
STATISTICS

33,885
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MURDERED AFTER RAPE
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INRAPE CASES
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*Source: NCRB, 2017
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In village of Unnao
rape victim, girls
‘waiting to get out’

MAULSHREE SETH

HE WOODEN cot was where
dreams took shape. Lying oniit,
under the thatched roof that
dripped a steady trickle during
the rains, the two sisters would discuss
their hopes and fears. The elder sister
would mostly listen as the younger one
talked about the man she loved and her
career dilemma, “lawyer or police?”.
Together, they would talk of leaving their
village and earning more money, of how
they would one day bring down their
house, with its mud walls and that leaky
roof, and build a new one in its place.

Then, one day last year, the dreams
stopped and the nightmares began. On
December 12,2018, the younger of the two
sisters was allegedly raped by two men,
one of them allegedly the man she loved.
Then,onDecember 5, as the family fought
the case in Rae Bareli, the 23-year-old was
waylaid by five men, two of them allegedly
her rapists, and set on fire. A day later, she
succumbed to her burns at a hospital in
Delhi to where she was airlifted.

“Woh wakeel banna chahti thi (she
wanted to be a lawyer)... not just for her-
self, but to fight for other girls like her. [
would sometimes accompany my
younger sister to Rae Bareli for the rape
case. That's when both of us decided we
want to be lawyers,” says the elder sister,
sitting with other members of her family
beside the mound that marks her sister’s
grave. “She was closest to me. We are the
only two graduates in the family. There
was so much we wanted to do... study fur-
ther, travel...” says the 25-year-old, the
sixth of seven siblings — five sisters
and two brothers — with the victim
being the youngest.

The money the two sisters got from
stitching kurtas and blouses for women
in the village was mostly pooled in with
what their father earned

their aspiration for bigger things, the girls
have left the boys and men, who mostly
work as labourers in other cities, far be-
hind. But every once in a while, the girls
are warned of their limits, the lines they
can’t cross — the rape of the 23-year-old
and the grisly events since then only the
latest such reminder.

“We have been told to move in groups,
go straight home from college. And that
if someone teases us, we must not react,
just put our heads down and keep walk-
ing,” says Priya Shukla, whose father is in
Oman, working as a labourer. Shukla, the
only girl among three siblings, dreams of
clearing exams to the Staff Selection
Commission. “I cycle 16 km to get to my
SSC coaching class. Yahan kuch nahi hai
(There is nothing here). No roads, no
drinking water, no electricity and no jobs.
If you need a job, you need to get out of
here, go to Rae Bareli, Kanpur, Allahabad
or Lucknow...” she says.

One of the ways to get “out of here” is
the railway station, where slow, lumber-
ing local trains from Kanpur, Lucknow,
Rae Bareli and Allahabad stop in the
mornings. It was on her way to this
station that the 23-year-old was waylaid
and set on fire.

Ravindra Prakash, who owns a paan
shop near the station, and who claims to
have seen the victim after she was set
ablaze, says, “I can never forget that sight
— of that girl in flames. | have a daughter
in Class 10 and I send her to a neighbour-
ing private school. She is our hope, but
now [am scared for her. Her mother goes
with her to school and picks her up,”
he says.

Among the elders in the victim’s vil-
lage, this narrative of “aspiration”, “hope”
and “dreams” is replaced by more famil-
iar talk — indignation and disbelief thata
girl from a Lohar family “can even dream
of marrying a Brahmin”.

Sitting on a charpoy near the victim’s

house, a group of women

from his blacksmithjob. ~ “Icyclel6kmto  talk about “all that has
who dropped out of BCLEO MY S8C B b
school and now works in coaching class. maa...Pradhan  pati  hi
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jeans'and jackets to work. electricity and N0 hyshand has himself faci-
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[ knew little about the ]Ob) you need to Brahmin being married to
N tingneanersis. 50O OF BT, g0 o e
ter’s grave, \%/ith women to Rae Bareli7 one of the wornen.‘ v

from the neighbourhood Kanpurm” Some distance away,

around her, the talk veers
round to the day the vic-
tim was buried and how the entire village
had turned up. The 25-year-old takes out
her phone, which has a red cover, and
shows them videos from that day — the
surging crowds, the slogans and her sis-
ter being laid to rest in their field, beside
their grandparents’ grave.

Back home, their father plugs in his
phone, a basic black one held together by
arubberband, and leaves it for charging in
a depression in one of the mud walls.
Nearby, a bunch of bangles, covered in
dust, hang from a nail on the mud wall.

“lensured my two girls studied... they
were my hope for the future. But look at
the way things have turned out,” says the
father, his face clouded with grief.

About half a kilometre away, at the
degree college from where the two sisters
graduated with BA degrees some years
ago, agroup of girls walk out of the gates,
most of them walking beside their bicy-
cles. The girls say BA is the most popular
course here, also because none of the
colleges offer commerce. “So if you don’t
want to pursue science, BA is the only
option,” says one of the girls.

Isha Singhis the only one in the group
who has taken up science. “I took up
Biology because I want to do General
Nursing and Midwifery after my gradua-
tion. One of my relatives is a nurse. I have
heard it is a good course for girls, easy to
get jobs. I also go for coaching classes in
the neighbouring market. My parents
want me to study well. They bought me
this bicycle so that I don’t get tired with
all this studying and travelling,” she says.

While Isha’s father is a farmer, her
friend Anamika Singh’s father is a factory
worker in Ahemdabad. She wants tobe a
teacher and hopes to do her teacher train-
ing course and “move out of the village”.
After school, she goes to the neighbour-
ing market with a friend for a “computer
typing class” that they have enrolled in.

In this village in Unnao and in neigh-
bouring ones, these are difficult journeys
for girls to make — the bicycle ride for a
basic computer coaching class or the run
through kucchavillage roads as they train
for selection in the armed forces. Aided
by the high-speed 4G network on their
low cost smartphones, they speak of their
“bade sapne (big dreams)” — of someday
leaving the village, of building careers. In

is the house of Shivam

Trivedi, the man the 23-
year-old had hoped to marry and who
allegedly raped and murdered her. With
his father working at a garment shop in
Kolkata, Shivam, the only child of his par-
ents, stayed with his mother who ran the
household with the earnings from their
agricultural land.

Shivam’s mother says the family was
aware of his relationship with the victim,
and that they tried to persuade him to “for-
get about her”. “I do not know how they
met or got to know each other. Even after
he agreed to stop meeting that girl, she
would force him to get married and would
also ask for money,” she says, adding that
both Shivam and his friend Shubham
wanted to join the armed forces.

A few houses away, at Shubham’s
house, his mother, who has been has been
gram pradhan for 15 years, says,
“Shubham has three sisters — he would-
n'tdo anything of that sort to another girl.”

Shubham, who, along with Shivam, is
accused of raping the woman, and his
father, who isamong those who allegedly
set her on fire, are now in police custody
in Unnao.

Here too, despite the anger and gloom
over the events of the past few days, the
girls in the family talk of wanting to do
more. All three of Shubham's sisters are
preparing for competitive examinations.

“Yahan kuch nahi hai (There’s nothing
here),” says the eldest of the girls. “I was
preparing for my teacher training exam
when all this happened. I also want to get
into the CISE I have even cleared the physi-
cals. I would go running every day before
the physicals. Par teaching examination
clear hojata to jyada behtar tha, ladkiyon ke
liye thik rehta hai (It will be better if I can
clear the teacher training exam. It's a better
job for girls),” she says. On her phone are
ready videos of online classes of a coach-
inginstitute in Allahabad. The three sisters
share one smartphone among themselves.

Still sitting by the 23-year-old’s grave,
which is marked by marigold flowers, the
elder sister remembers her last words.
“She told me, ‘Didi, ab hum bach nahi
payenge. Didi inka phansi ki saja dilwana
(Didi, Iwon't survive. Make sure my killers
get death)’,” she says, before adding,
“After [ ensure that, [ will pursue my
sister's dream, and my own, and become
alawyer.”
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HE CHAUDHARYS say they

never realised Shravan

Kumar’s despair at his fast-re-

ceding hairline. “It’s in our

genes. His father, my father,
they allwent bald. But it never bothered us,”
says first cousin Shiv Karan, at his office on
the second floor of a building in Andheri
East, Mumbai.

By 40, five years after he had started los-
ing his hair, Kumar had started wearing a wig.
By 43, he had gone in for a hair transplant. In
March this year, hours after he had had the
procedure, Kumar died. On November 28, the
matter reached Parliament, with Hanuman
Beniwal, the MP from Nagaur, Rajasthan,
seeking a CBlinquiry into Kumar’s death, be-
sides a crackdown on the “mushrooming hair
transplant business” in India. Kumar's fam-
ily, which runs a domestic and international
courier service with 35 offices across India,
traces their origins back to Nagaur.

Kumar had received hair follicular unit
extractionimplantina 12-hour-long proce-
dure on March 7 at a clinic in Chinchpokli,
South Mumbai. Within an hour, he devel-
oped shooting pain on the right side of his
neck, followed by swelling in his face and
shoulder. He passed away on March 9.

Dermatologists and cosmetologists say
death froma hair transplant is rare.Inanother
case in India, a 22-year-old medical student
had passed away in Chennai in 2016 after hair
transplant. But the salon he went towasillegal,
with no operating theatre for such procedures.

In Kumar's case, the Sakinaka police has
registered an accidental death report and is
awaiting medical opinion for the next step.

The hair transplant market in India is see-
ing a surge, spreading now to smaller clin-
ics. As per a report last month by Global
Market Insights, a marketing research
provider, the industry would grow from $6.5
billionin 2018 to $31 billion globally by 2025.
While the Asian demand is driven by a de-
sire for looks, in Africa and the Middle-East,
itis more a factor of hair loss, the report said.

Dr Shubhangi Parkar, head of the KEM
Psychiatry Department, says every six
months she gets a patient fighting depres-
sion due to skin colour or hair loss.

Follicular unit extraction, that leaves less
scarring, is arelatively new technique, dating
t02005.A0.7 mm-1 mm-thick needle is used
to extract hair follicles from a part of the body;,
for planting on the scalp. Each follicle can
grow two to three hair strands. A specialist
can undertake 500 to 3,500 follicular grafts,
depending on the scalp area, in one sitting,

The dermatologist-cum-cosmetologist
who treated Kumar — who refuses to be
named, saying he is being hounded — says
Kumar's was a ‘Grade 7’ case, requiring trans-
plantation over his entire scalp. Hence,
Kumar underwent 3,700 follicular grafts,
that could help grow over 9,000 hair strands.
The doctor claims to have followed the same
standard operating procedure in 1,100 proce-
dures over the past seven years.

His Chinchpokli clinic though is only a
year old, spread over two floors, with one op-
erational bed for transplant. Depending on
the patient flow, the doctor sometimes con-
ducts procedures overnight, like in Kumar’s
case. The controversy following the case has-
n't hit demand at his clinic, but according to
him, this might follow.

Kumar, who was also trying to lose
weight, first tried out a wig, inspired by his
friend Umed Singh who wore one. Singh,
who works in Bollywood, says he provided
Kumar his first wig, for Rs 40,000. However,
Kumar wasn’t satisfied and kept changing
the hair piece.

Two years ago, Singh says he saw an ad-
vertisement and underwent a hair trans-
plant. “Kumar liked my hair. Last year, I in-
troduced him to my dermatologist.”

Kumar pondered for a year before decid-

A hair’s breadth away

A 43-yr-old died in Mumbai soon after a hair transplant. As his family seeks answers, and an MP calls for
checks on industry, the mystery lingers of what happened over 12 hrs, 3,700 transplanted follicles

Shravan Kumar’s family at their home. Eight years after he started losing hair, he had gone in for the transplant. Amit Chakraborty

ing to go ahead, without telling his family.

Now they know that he visited the
Chinchpokli clinic a day after he had returned
from the Kumbh Mela in Uttar Pradesh. Wife
Seema, who had accompanied him to the
Mela, says he took Rs 2 lakh with him (Singh
claims the doctor had asked Rs 1.5 lakh for
the procedure). “Shravan said he was going
to get new hair. I thought he meant a new
wig,” Seema, 43, says.

Around two hours after Kumar had
reached the clinic, the procedure started. He
was given a local anaesthesia, Lignocaine,
that lasts an hour or two. Then, over the next
12 hours, the doctor, operating alone, ex-
tracted hair follicles from his chest and trans-
planted them on his head. Transplanting
each follicle can take a minute or two.

The doctor says they took three breaks of
half an hour each, with Kumar, who had been
onaKetodiet for 15 days, getting his driver to
fetch him spinach and beetroot juice. Seema
says she called him up in the evening, and it
was then that he told her about the trans-
plant and said he would return by midnight.

The procedure finally wrapped up at 2.30
am on March 8. Soon after, Kumar felt a
shooting pain in the nape of his neck.

The dermatologist says he gave Kumar a
tabletand aninjection for the pain. “When the
pain didn’t subside, I realised he may need
morphine or some other painkiller thatI was
not authorised to give,” the doctor says.

At 4.30 am on March 8, the doctor took
him to Global Hospital, Parel. Kumar was not

One summer day
two years ago...

...aclash started at this hand pump inaHaryana
village. Caste rift now runs deep in ‘normal’ Bhatla

AMITAVACHAKRABORTY

AT AVILLAGE near Hansi town in Haryana’s
Hisar district, a police chowki keeps an eye
on a 30-year-old hand pump. Its staff and a
CCTV camera watch it 24x7, more than two
years after a brawl at the site became a caste
conflict. On November 5, the Supreme Court
called the matter “serious” and pulled up the
Haryana government for failing toend a “so-
cial boycott” of Dalits in the village.

The village of around 9,600 is almost
evenly divided between Scheduled Castes
(42%) and Jats, Brahmins and other upper
castes (around 39%). While the latter either
deny there was ever a boycott, or say it
lasted barely a couple of days, the Dalits in-
sist the upper castes continue to keep them
away from their fields. In October last year,
about 300 Dalit families in the village con-
verted to Buddhism.

Says Vikas Kumar, 37, one of the converts,
“I had a small shop selling construction
material. [ had to close it. Now I travel 20 km
towork in a field, which has been contracted
by my cousin.”

Sitting at his two-storey home in Hansi,
Ramkishan, 69, aformer sarpanch of Bhatla,
who is a Jat, says, “Both sides are to blame.
But as of now, there is no problem...

Mediation is the only answer.”

But, while there has been no violence
since the June 15, 2017, clash, the rift that
runs now in Bhatla virtually rules out
mediation. Following the incident, eight
people had been arrested. While the three
minors were cleared by the juvenile justice
board, the other five are out on bail.

Sitting near S D Mahila College in Hansi,
Rajat Kalsan, a Dalit activist and the lawyer
representing the SCside, says a compromise
will benefit only the upper castes. “Soon after
the assault, panchayats were held for a com-
promise. But then I explained that neither
police nor a trial court could order a compro-
mise in cases filed under the SC/ST Act... Only
high courts have the power. The accused then
urged the victims to file a supplementary
statement denying the incident.”

With piped water supply available in
parts of the village only once in two weeks,
hand pumps such as the one where the clash
happened are a source of drinking water.

On that hot June day, the brawl began
over drawing of water from the pump, after
which a few Dalit youths were allegedly
assaulted by upper-caste youths. The follow-
ing day, one of the Dalit youths, Rahul, filed
acomplaint under the SC/ST Act. A fortnight
later, on July 2, the village chowkidar
announced a social boycott of the SCs. On

admitted there though (the hospital has re-
fused to comment on the matter and police
are yet to question them). Kumar was then
taken to Dalvi Nursing Home, where an
anaesthetist gave him aninjection and asked
him to rest.

Kumar’s friend Raj Kulhari says he
reached the nursing home at 6.30 am after
Kumar called him, and met the dermatolo-
gist. Kumar then slept for a few hours, before
he was discharged. However, after he re-
turned home, Kumar’s face and shoulder
started swelling. “He could not breathe or
speak. The swelling increased fast,” recol-
lects nephew Sudhir.

At4.30 pmonMarch 8, 14 hours after the
transplant, Kumar was rushed to Dr LH
Hiranandani Hospital. By then his face was
double its original size, his eyes were
squeezed almost shut and his airway was re-
stricted. “Doctors found it hard to even in-
sert a tube for oxygen support,” Sudhir says.

Dr Sujit Chatterjee, CEO of Hiranandani
Hospital, says Kumar was suffering froma se-

Kumar first tried out wearing a
wig. A friend who works in
Bollywood and wears a wig got
Kumar his first for Rs 40,000.
However, Kumar wasn’t happy
and kept changing his wig

vere case of infection. “It was far advanced.”

On March 9, at 6.30 am, Kumar passed
away. A preliminary postmortem indicated
an anaphylactic or allergic reaction, causing
swelling and uneasiness.

However, what caused the anaphylaxis
remains a mystery. Dr Manjunath Shenoy,
Vice-President of the Indian Association of
Dermatologists, Venereologists and
Leprologists — of which Kumar’s doctoris a
member — says they have never had such a
case. While both MP Beniwal and Kumar’s
family have alleged that the doctor trans-
planted more follicles than safe in one sit-
ting, the figure of 3,700 was well within the
acceptable range.

Kumar’s doctor says that the anaesthesia
he gave him, Lignocaine, should have also
been safe asitis used commonly and Kumar
had undergone a surgery in the past usingit.
“So I didn't see the need for a patch test on
skin, to check for allergy,” he says.

Afour-member committee formed by] ]
Group of Hospitals to look into the case has
asked the dermatologist why he didn’t con-
duct an ECG test before the procedure. The
doctor has replied that ECG “was not essen-
tial”, and that they usually enquire about just
the medical history and known allergic re-
actions of a patient.

In this case, it remains unclear whether
Kumar was asked about his medical history
or not, and if he provided all the details.

Dr Rohan Das, a Kolkata-based expert,
says that while hair transplant is a simple pro-

The hand pump is now watched by a police chowki, CCTV. Amitava Chakraborty

July 8, Ajay Kumar, a Dalit youth who was
not part of the brawl, complained to the
Hansi Sadar Police against the boycott.

A few months after the incident, Ajay
approached the Punjab and Haryana High
Court, requesting police protection and the
transfer of investigation to the CBL. The court
ordered the setting up of a police chowki
near the hand pump.

On October 24 this year, the high court,
inits final order, noted that Bhatla had been
peaceful for past six months. “...normalcy is
coming back, although slowly”. It also ruled
out a CBI probe, saying that so much time
having passed, “it would not be appropriate
to transfer the investigation”.

The Dalits say the court reached that
conclusion due to a “biased” police probe.
In an interim order on September 12, 2017,
the high court had frowned upon the

conduct of then Station House Officer,
Udaybhan Godara, noting that one of the
complainants had been picked up by police
a day before the Sessions Judge visited
Bhatla on September 2, 2017, in an attempt
to resolve the issue amicably.

The Dalits went to the Supreme Court
against the high court order. Colin
Gonsalves, who is representing the SC
community in the Supreme Court, says a
proper investigation is needed. “It is two
years of the most brutal social boycott.”

On November 13, the Supreme Court
asked the state to give names of “independ-
ent officers who are neither from this com-
munity nor from that community” to con-
duct the probe. The next hearing is due soon.

With heat building, the upper castes
blame everyone from “two former minis-
ters in the Manohar Lal Khattar govern-

cedure, a clinic must be equipped with a
medical emergency trolley and intralipids for
anaesthesia toxicity, and the physician should
be trained for any emergency. “Anaphylaxis
can happen in any patient. Once, a patient of
mine suffered a reaction five hours into the
procedure. We were able to save him as we
were monitoring him constantly,” Das says.

The Chinchpokli dermatologist claims he
didn’tleave Kumar’s side till the next morn-
ing. He says he next went to a medical camp
and only heard in the evening that Kumar
had been hospitalised in Hiranandani.

The doctor has submitted to police a list
of the equipment his clinic has to handle
emergencies, including an oxygen cylinder,
an ambu bag, and intralipids.

As ] ] Hospital prepares its report — they
have said they need another week — Kumar’s
family has approached everyone, from trans-
plant specialists to the police commissioner
to the Maharashtra Medical Council, to politi-
cians, seeking redressal. A complaint has also
been lodged at the Maharashtra State
Human Rights Commission and a petition
filed in the High Court over the delay in filing
the final autopsy and medical reports.

At the office of SM Express Logistics Pvt
Ltd, where Kumar had been managing direc-
tor since 1996, a photograph of him sits at
the reception, smiling, with a wig on.
Daughter Chandrika, 19, who sits across the
office, suspects the genes have passed on.
“Look at my forehead, it is getting broader,”
she says.

ment” to “greed for compensation” to
“lawyer Kalsan” for the matter reaching the
Supreme Court.

Says 38-year-old Bhupender, an upper-
caste farmer, “Not everything they say is alie,
there was a boycott. But for two-three days.”

Sipping tea near the police chowki, 50-
year-old Naresh Berwal asserts, “Since 2017,
there has not been a single incident of
violence. All the stories are fabricated.”

Samsher Devaran, 54, walks around with
a photocopy of what he claims is a list of
Dalits who received compensation —
around Rs 22 lakh in total — from the District
Welfare Officer of Hisar. “These cases have
become a way to extort money from the
government,” Devaran says.

Rahul, the original complainant, is not
on the compensation list though, having re-
portedly returned the Rs 75,000 he received.
He also recorded a statement claiming that
he had been compelled by the others to sign
the application for relief under the SC/ST Act.

Wiatching an ongoing game of cards on
the temple premises, Baba Omnath, a
sadhu, says, “On the day before amavasya,
people of all biradri (communities) come
here and we hold a feast... Bhatla was
established backin 1504. Since then, there
has not been a single incident of commu-
nal violence.”

On the Dalit side too, some such as Ajit,
52,avegetable vendor, want the incident to
be putin the past. Says Ajit, “The boycott did
take place and continued for about a year.
The situation is under control now.”

However, Narinder Singh, 32, another
villager, says the calm s only on the surface.
Preparing to feed his four buffaloes, he says
he had to sell off a few of his buffaloes as
upper castes refuse to give them work.

Narinder’s father says only courts are the
answer. “The Supreme Court is God, the high
courtis God.”
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Women
don’t need
arms? She
begs to differ

Naidu told RS others
can protect women.
Not in Ganguly’s
story: about a girl
who hits straight,
balloons or AK-47

MP Ganguly at a CRPF camp trip
in Jammu. From her Facebook

ABANTIKA GHOSH

LONG BEFORE Roopa Ganguly hit
bullseye as Draupadi in B R Chopra’s
TV series Mahabharat, she had
learned to aim right thanks to the
quintessential Kolkata hawkers (part
of the cityscape right up to the 1980s)
who roamed the streets with a board
of balloons, sundry other targets and
arusty rifle for target practice.

That is why, when Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu made a
statement last week, during a discus-
sion on the Arms (Amendment) Act,
that women “don’t need arms”,
Ganguly, a BJP MP, shot back: “I enjoy
shooting.”

What started as an after-school
dash for the heavy, rusty guns that the
hawkers carried, graduated to sys-
tematic target practice in a Howrah
farmhouse, and the eventual owner-
ship of an airrifle.

“It all began because my uncle,
with whom I used to stay in Kolkata,
did not bring me up asa girl; I was one
of the boys, changing the battery wa-
ter,doing small electrical repairs. Then
[ fell in love with shooting during my
visits to my aunt’s place in Ballygunge.
[ would time my visits to when the
hawkers came calling,” says Ganguly,
going on to talk about her childhood
“shooting sprees” in the South Kolkata
neighbourhood, her trips to Marine
Drive after pack-up during the
Mahabharat days and then how, as
destiny would have it, she married
into a family which too loved guns.

“My father-in-law has a gun, and
he was very encouraging. We used to
go to our farmhouse to practice. Toen-
sure that the bullets did not ricochet,
we would hit at targets placed in a
mound of sand.I got soinvolved in the
sport that I even bought my own air
rifle.  used to shoot till very recently,
even after my son grew up,” the 53-
year-old says.

Under the new Act, owners of air
rifles too have to apply for a licence,
and Ganguly says she is still to do so.

In 2010, Ganguly was among the
celebrities the CRPF took to a campin
Jammu. Recalling the thrill of handling
an AK-47, she says, “When I told them
Ilove shooting and have a decent aim,
they tookaall of us to the practice range
and gave us a few rounds to shoot. We
shot in the single-shot mode and I hit
the target every time — the head, be-
hind the ear, on the chest. They were
very impressed. That is why [ said in
Parliament that shooting is fun, itis a
sport, not a weapon of political
vendetta like in West Bengal.”

While arguing that women don’t
need weapons, Naidu had said,
“Others will try to protect you.” Apart
from Ganguly, one other woman MP
got time to speak on the arms legis-
lation that was introduced in
Parliament on December 10 and
passed the same day due to lack of
time.

Ganguly, who is otherwise
known to speak her mind, is willing
to let Naidu’s remark pass. “You
know, time was running out, the
minister had to reply. He (Naidu)
makes jokes, talks in rhymes. He was
just trying to get the speeches done
quickly. There were two women, he
must have thought it would not be
fair to allow one to speak and deprive
the other. So he said that.I do not see
anything else (in his remark). As a
disciplined member of the party, |
would willingly make way for the
minister’s speech.”
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ACROSS
THE AISLE
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The net result will be only
Muslims will be identified as
illegal migrants and excluded.

The consequences will be

monstrous. Once excluded,
the government must
sequester the excluded
persons in camps until any
country agrees to accept
them. Where will the camps
be built and how many will
be required? Will the ‘illegal
immigrants’ remain in the
camps for the remainder of
their lives? And what will be
status of their children?

LIFE AND WORK
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India’s soul is wounded

THE MASK s off and the claws have been
bared.

Project Hindu Rashtra is gaining
speed. The engine is the Prime Minister,
Mr Narendra Modi; at the wheel is the
Home Minister, Mr Amit Shah. The de-
signer/engineer, the RSS, is watching
with great interest.

MESSAGE TO MUSLIMS

The only surprise is that the BJP is
pushing its agenda so quickly after its
massive election victory: criminalisation
of triple talaq, the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) exercise in Assam, the re-
peal of Article 370 of the Constitution and,
now, the passage of the Citizenship
(Amendment)Bill are part of an elaborate
plan to advance Project Hindu Rashtra.

The common intent behind these
moves is to send a blunt and unambigu-
ous message to the Muslims of India that
they are not equal citizens of this country
and to reiterate the Golwalkar-Savarkar
theory of ‘India is a Hindu nation’.

The Citizenship Act, 1955, recognises
citizenship by birth; citizenship by de-
scent; citizenship by registration; citizen-
ship by naturalisation; and citizenship by
incorporation of territory. All other per-
sons living in India would be ‘illegal mi-
grants’. The Foreigners Act, 1946, and the
Passport(Entry into India) Act, 1920, would
apply to them and they are liable to be ex-
pelled. The religion of a person — whether
acitizenoran ‘illegal migrant’ —wasalien
to the concept of Indian citizenship.

All the above have changed with the
passage of the Citizenship (Amendment)

Life as an ‘ad hoc’

VISHAL DEO

THE WORD ‘ad hoc’ itself may not have a
negative connotation, but the moment it
is used to define the identity of a person,
itbecomes a synonym for marginalisation
and humiliation. Such a marginalised
class exists in one of India’s premier uni-
versities, Delhi University. Around 5,000
teachers — more than 50 per cent of the
teaching fraternity in DU — are fighting
for a way out of this marginalisation.
Over several years of our ad hocism,
we have seen humiliation in various
forms, and on various platforms. Talking
about the absence of routine provisions
such as medical benefits and salary incre-
ments will sound like complaining about
the non-existence of utopia in a system
which denies even basichumanrights like
maternity leaves and medical leaves.
Women ad hoc teachers facing loss of job
over maternity is a regular phenomenon.
More than losing life to illness, ad hoc
teachers fear losing their jobs over illness.
A few months ago, a colleague was bat-
tling for life after an accident. When we
went to see him, his wife told us that after
remaining unconscious for around 48
hours, he couldn’t recognise her but kept
repeating “college jaana hai, letter lena hai
(have to go to college, take the letter)”. He
was referring to the ‘appointment letter’
that we get, if lucky, after a one-day break
post every 120 days of our ad hoc service.
According to a University ordinance of
2007, “ad hoc appointments shall only be
made for a period of more than one month
and up to four months”. While the rules
say ad hoc appointments are to be made
only in extra-ordinary situations — such
as “sudden, unexpected and short vacancy;,
arising out of a sudden sickness or death,
on medical grounds (including maternity
leave), abrupt leave, or any other situation
that may disrupt the normal process of
teaching-learning” — the factis,ad hoc ap-
pointments are more the norm, with some
working as ad hoc against the same vacan-
cies for 15 to 20 years. For the sake of tech-
nical “legitimacy” to the bizarre system, a
working day break is given between con-
secutive appointments, after which the ad
hoc teacher collects a new letter that en-
ables her/him to continue working, a thin

OUT OF MY MIND

MEGHNAD DESAI

WHEN HE was in London in 1931,
Mahatma Gandhi was asked what he
thought of the European civilisation. Being
amaster of the English language, he replied,
“It would be a good idea”. The expression
‘would be’ was to denote the current ab-
sence of, but hoping for better in the future.
He was to be proved horribly right as,
within his lifetime, the horrors of the
Holocaust were revealed. Germany, an old

thread by which we hang on to.

For the last few years, we have spent
most of our summer and winter vacations
onthe streets fighting to save our jobs. Every
year comes a new assault, sometimes from
the government, sometimes from the uni-
versity administration. It goes unsaid that
only a mind free of fear and uncertainties
canafford to be innovative and resourceful.

I am very fortunate to be associated
with a college where we are allowed to
contest elections to staff council commit-
tees, a provision that came into existence
only last year. This was the result of a strong
collective resolve shown by the members
of our staff association and staff council to
bring inclusiveness into our college’s aca-
demic and corporate life. However, ad hoc
colleagues in most other colleges work in
various committees without any formal
recognition. Their views and their contri-
butions are also considered ‘ad hoc’. Even if
we are formally recognised members of
the committees, when it comes to any fi-
nancial matter, our signatures aren’t
enough to get the bills passed through the
accounts section. A counter signature by a
permanent colleague becomes mandatory
to bring “legitimacy” to our hard work.

Public perception focuses less on the
irregularities and failures on the part of
the administration and promotes the nar-
rative that the ad hoc teachers are ad hoc
because of their ‘incompetency’. This is no
different from the flawed perception that
the marginalised sections of society are to
be blamed for their socio-economic state
or that rape victims are to be blamed for
bringing it on themselves.

Once I went to a friend’s wedding
where I was introduced to the groom’s fa-
ther as an Assistant Professor. Before ask-
ing for my name, the person asked if [ was
ad hoc or permanent. On learning of my
status, his tone changed to that of pity and
he soon lost interest in me. So, even in a
high-voltage marriage party, I was quickly
reminded of the fact that I belonged to a
marginalised class of teachers.

[ teach statistics and before shifting to
academics, I worked as a data analystin a
multinational company. [ have chosen
teaching as a profession out of passion and
not merely for alivelihood. It hasbeennine
years since [ started teaching. Solidarity and
love given by our students in times of crises
provide us with the strength to carry on de-
spite the indifference shown by successive
governments, the UGC and the University
administration in ensuring justice.

Thewriter teachesin the
Department of Statistics,
Ramijas College, University of Delhi

Bill, 2019. The Bill is suspect. In fact, many
scholars and former judges have opined
that it is unconstitutional.

MANY QUESTIONS,
NO ANSWERS

What does the Bill do? It picks three
countries — Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan. It picks six ‘minority communi-
ties’ — Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Christians. It presumes that
any person belonging to one of the six
communities from one of the three coun-
tries who had entered India on or before
December 31, 2014, was ‘persecuted’ in
home country and could, therefore, by an
executive order, be exempted from the
provisions of the Foreigners Act and the
Passport (Entry into India) Act. Such a per-
son shall not be an ‘illegal migrant’.

In short, the amendment Bill has in-
troduced a new route to acquire citizen-
ship — citizenship by executive fiat.

Questions arise, they were asked, but
the government had no answers:

1. Why were only three countries
picked for special treatment leaving out
other neighbouring countries such as Sri
Lanka, Myanmar, Bhutan and Nepal?

2. Why were only six minority com-
munities picked leaving out other com-
munities — discriminated in the home
country because they do not belong to
the majority — such as as Ahmadiyyas,
Hazaras, Balochis, Rohingya, Jews etc?

3. Abrahamic religions are three: why
was Christianity alone included, leaving
out Judaism and Islam?

DALITALITY

4. Why were Hindus included, but Sri
Lankan Hindus excluded? Why were
Christians included but Bhutanese
Christians excluded?

5. The premise of the Bill is religious
persecution. What about victims of other
forms of persecution, like linguistic, po-
litical, cultural, casteist etc? What about
victims of civil wars?

6. Why is the cut-off date December
31,2014? What is its impact on the cut-
off date of March 25, 1971, mentioned in
the Assam Accord? Has the latter been
discarded?

7. What is the purpose of exempting
from the provisions of the amended Act
“the tribal area of Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram or Tripura as included in the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution” and
the area covered under ‘The Inner Line’
notified under the Bengal Eastern
Frontier Regulation, 1873? What are the
consequences of such an exemption?

8. Are CAB and the NRC not Siamese
twins? Which will be implemented first?

9. Will those who claimed they were
born in India or entered India before
March 25, 1971, have to change their
story now and claim that they were vic-
tims of religious persecution in their
home country? Which claimwill be alie
and which claim will be truthful ?

CONSEQUENCES OF
EXCLUDING MUSLIMS

If both CAB and the NRC will be im-
plemented, the non-Muslims excluded
under the NRC will be included under

CAB. The net result will be that only
Muslims will be identified as illegal mi-
grants and excluded. The consequences
will be monstrous.

Once excluded, the government must
sequester the excluded persons in camps
until any country or countries agreed to
accept them. Where will the camps be
built and how many will be required?
Will the ‘illegal immigrants’ remain in the
camps for the remainder of their lives?
And what will be status of their children?

Besides, there will be social, eco-
nomic and political consequences, in
India and abroad, of incarcerating, indef-
initely, millions of Muslims in virtual
concentration camps. Reacting to the
cleansing in India, there will be pressure
on Hindus living in Sri Lanka, Myanmar
and Pakistan to emigrate to India.

It was apparent that the government
had not taken a considered view on the
constitutional validity of CAB when
tested on the anvil of Articles 14 and 21 of
the Constitution and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Violent protests have broken out in
Assam and the Northeastern states. Large
sections of people across the country, a
majority Hindu, have joined the protests.

Despite the serious questions about
CAB and the turmoil all around,
Parliament collaborated with the
Executive in passing an unconstitutional
Bill. The task of restoring equality and
constitutional morality will now fall on
the Judiciary.

Website: pchidambaram.in
@Pchidambaram_IN

Hindu, Muslim, and the nonsense of it

SURAJ YENGDE

A DOMINANT-caste acquaintance at
Harvard who recently turned liberal was
aghast at the Ayodhya verdict. She went on
along tirade about the situation in the coun-
try, describing how her family and friends
are anti-Muslim, especially since Narendra
Modi came to power. She had forums of fel-
low dominant-caste Hindus and Muslims
todiscuss these issues. Even liberal univer-
sities in the US continue to host events to
discuss ‘the communal problem of India’.

Every now and then I bump into the
group of wokes trying to make sense of
their frustrations. Their arguments range
from Muslims not having equal rights, to
the Kashmir issue and, the favourite of all,
how their Muslim friends living in posh
quarters in state capitals are now unable
to perform their Muslimness openly.

lasked my friend if her family members
were always anti-non-Hindu or she just be-
came woke after coming to the US and
working in MNCs? She said, “Maybe [ was
like them. Oh my god a Muslim hater!”

And then I asked, do you know Dalits
and Adivasis of India? She replied withan ‘of
course’ and a slight reserved posture this
time. I asked herif she knew the population
of Muslims inIndia and she got the answer
off the top of her head (14%). 1 asked if she
knew the percentage of Dalits. She did not
(itis 17% by government figures and some
moreinactual, if Dalits in otherreligions are
counted). The Q&As continued for a while.

[ asked her if her love for Muslims is
rooted in deep-seated hatred for Dalits?
Second, if her family’s hatred for Muslims
was rooted in deep-seated hatred for
Dalits? She was flummoxed.

This acquaintance knew Muslims
were undergoing problems with regard
to their food culture, religion and citizen-
ship. But she had no idea about Dalit and
Adivasi lives. She is not to blame. The lib-
eral, conservative, progressive, radical,
revolutionary, education system, media,
family, political and social organisations,
all help continue the legacy of untoucha-
bility and anti-Dalitness.

Despite her new-found love for India’s
minority, that for her were singularly
Muslims, she could not deliberate upon the
condition of other minorities.

INVASIONS & INVASIONS

Muslims, like Brahmanic and Hindu
colonisers, ruled over India in the pre-British
era. During their tenure, there were no sig-
nificant efforts to eradicate untouchability
or facilitate a society of equals. Hindus
butchered Dalits, Buddhists and Jains who
were challenging the Brahminical order.
Likewise, the Musliminvaders contributed
in desecrating Buddhist heritage sites and
monks. Many were forced to accept Islam.

The laity, mostly Dalits, accepted Islam
to escape the tyranny of Brahminism.
They pursued SufiIslam that was liberal in
posture when it came to practices.

The Hindu-Muslimisation of India’s
past and present falls well into the trap of
Brahminical rhetoric of theocratic nation-
alism that wants the world, and Indians
in particular, to believe in this dichotomy
and not about the grand legacy of
Buddhism and the internal violence of
caste. Babasaheb Ambedkar is spot on.In
his scholastic treatise, The Triumph of
Brahmanism, he uncovers how the legacy
of invasions of both Hindus and Muslims
diluted the non-colonial (non-Hindu,
Muslim or Christian) peaceful past.

“Reels and reels have been written to
show how wave after wave of Muslim in-
vasions...enveloped the people. The whole
history of India is made to appear as though
the only important thing initis a catalogue
of Muslim invasions. But even from this nar-
row point of view, itis clear that the Muslim
invasions are not the only invasions worth
study... If Hindu India was invaded by
Musliminvaders, so was Buddhist Indiain-
vaded by Brahminic invaders... From the
point of view of the permanent effect on the
social and spiritual life of the people, the
Bramhanicinvasions of Buddhist India have
been so profound... that compared to them,
the effect of Muslim invasions on Hindu
India have been... superficial...ephemeral.”

THE DALIT EXPERIENCE

Anideal subaltern and native perspec-
tive is to identify the conditions of the
poor. In current times, the poor — from
the oppressed castes — suffer the most.
The ruling elites only parade as the
spokespeople in the meat market of dead
Dalit bodies. Muslim hatred in India has
caste sitting at the centre of its function.
Although unacceptable in the egalitarian
doctrine of Islam, caste is freely practised
under the guise of being a minority
Muslim in a majority Hindu India.

Almostin every Muslim forum, orinthe
presence of Muslim audiences I address,an
obvious question is asked: why did/do
Dalits not convert toIslam (same goes with

Christians, Sikhs and Buddhists; in case of
Hindus—reconvert)? Well, they did, but the
people responsible for managing the affairs
of Islam betrayed the message of the
Prophet. The untouchability practised
against Dalit Muslims has filled reportsand
research projects. Yet, their conditionis not
the concern of the supremacy-hungry
Ashraf band of elite Muslims. Aftab Alam,
Anwar Ali, and Prashant K Trivedi, Srinivas
Goli, Fahimuddin, Surinder Kumar have un-
derscored the overwhelming caste experi-
ences amongst 75% of Indian Muslims.

Communalism, as historian Dilip
Menon uncovered, has lower-caste asser-
tion dating back to 19th century violence.
Be it the Cow Protection Riots of the 1920s
or the violence during Partition. To upturn
lower-caste assertion, dominant-caste
Hindus used Muslims as target to unite
the lower-castes. The worst victims of
communalism are Dalits of every religion.
Thus, when the lingo of communalism is
presented as a binary of religious issue, it
is playing into the hands of the
Brahminical framework. The ones oppos-
ing communalism also contribute to the
oppressive framework of their brethren
on the ‘right-wing’ side of the debate.

While the cow violence in current
times can be seen in light of the growing
Dalit assertion and OBC atomisation from
Brahmin control, a need to paint the anti-
Muslim rhetoric is active. Similar in-
stances happen in the Ram-Babar conflict
over the structure at Ayodhya.

How about we enquire pre-Ram and
pre-Babar histories? Ayodhya was one of
the centres of Buddhist activities, with
monasteries housing thousands, records
Hsuan Tsang. Buddha had stayed here for
sometime. The neatness with which iden-
tities have been demarcated into Hindu and
Muslim ones “hide the porosity of identi-
ties as much as histories of the inner vio-
lence of hierarchy”, posits Menon.

Violence in India’s governmentality
ensures the validity of the caste system by
making fools of majority Shudras,
whereas minority Brahmins of Hindu and
Muslim faith never alter their egoist po-
sition. Instead, they are projected as the
penultimate prophets of their ethnicity to
aworld still attached in dichotomies. The
problem of post-Aryan India has always
been a caste problem and thereby it re-
mains a Dalit problem.

Suraj Yengde, author of bestseller

Caste Matters, is a postdoctoral fellow at

Harvard Kennedy School and
arecipient of the Rohith Vemula
Memorial Scholar Award.

He curates the fortnightly
‘Dalitality’ column

Myanmar, and an Asian atrocity

European nation, the cradle of Martin
Luther, Goethe and Einstein, inflicted the
most uncivilised murder upon six million
Jews and left many more damaged forever.

This week, in the Dutch city of The
Hague, Asia is on trial. Aung San Suu Ky,
the State Counsellor (de facto Prime
Minister) of Myanmar and previous win-
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize, is the head of
a Burmese delegation facing trial at the
International Court of Justice. The charges
relate to genocide of the Rohingya. The
tragedy of the Rohingya has been unfolding
before our eyes for years now. They have
been hounded out of Myanmar. They have
flooded into Bangladesh and India and far-
ther away.

Suu Kyi, the granddaughter of former

Burmese prime minister Aung San, suf-
fered house arrest for many years as she
fought the military rulers of Burma, and
won the battle for restoration of democ-
racyin the country. She regained her legacy
as a member of a ruling dynasty. But that
was a quarrel among the Buddhist
Burmese. When it came to othering
Muslims, Suu Kyi has proved as seasoned a
politician as the worst military general.
There is a huge tragedy here of Asian
culture and Asian politics. How is it that a
Buddhist country long known (perhaps
wrongly?) for its peace-loving people has
conducted one of the world’s worst geno-
cides? The Khmer Rouge of Cambodia
made a virtue of slaughtering all ‘intellec-
tuals’ — everyone who wore spectacles or

was educated — to build a one-class para-
dise where only peasantry had theright to
live. They killed one-seventh of the total
population. They were othering their own.
But they were not Buddhists; just Maoists.

Myanmar and Suu Kyi have ‘othered’
the Rohingya who have lived in Myanmar
for centuries, just because they are
Muslims. Of course, the Myanmarese de-
fence is that Rohingya are terrorists. The
word terrorist has become almost synony-
mous with Muslims across the world since
9/11,regardless of evidence. The idea seems
to be that only Buddhist Burmese are au-
thentic citizens.

The astonishing thing is that the case
has been brought by Gambia. Not by any
neighbouring Asian nation. Not Malaysia

nor Indonesia nor Pakistan. It says some-
thing about Asian solidarity or humanism
that no country in Asia has cast a critical
eye towards Myanmar. Of course, the rea-
son is China, which is a strong ally of
Myanmar and a country no other Asian na-
tion wants to displease. China has its own
Uighur problem which has brought no
protests onany street in any Asian country.
Only the American Congress seems to be
fighting for human rights these days.
Though not the American President!

During Gandhiji’s lifetime, Burma was
a part of India. In 1935, it was separated.
Then, in 1947, Partition made Pakistan a dif-
ferent country. In 1971, Bangladesh sepa-
rated from Pakistan. From one, we have
four. How many more?

FIFTH COLUMN

TAVLEEN SINGH

Dangerous
priorities

WHAT A MESS. And, what for? [ have
tried, really tried, to understand the point
of the law that was passed last week. And,
[ have failed. [ wanted this week to write
something good about the first few
months of Narendra Modi’s second term
as Prime Minister. I have not had good
things to say of late and, contrary to the
opinion of the Twitter termites that sup-
port him, it is not because my son has
been exiled.

Of course, I think it was wrong to ex-
ile my son from the country that has
been his home for 40 years. Of course, I
believe this was done out of petty vin-
dictiveness, but this does not influence
the opinions in this column. Only small-
minded, venomous termites (such a
lovely word) whose claim to fame is that
Modi follows them would have such de-
graded thoughts. So the less said about
them the better.

The truth is that I continue to nurture
the hope that Modi will be able to trans-
form India if he gets his priorities right.
He has already brought about a social
revolution by ousting a ruling elite that
deserved to be ousted. As someone who
belongs to the said ousted elite, [ admit
without hesitation that we used our ed-
ucation and privilege in a way that
benefited us and us alone and did almost
no good for the vast majority of Indians.
We deserved to be replaced by a new
ruling elite.

Having said this, I believe it is neces-
sary to point out that the priorities of the
new ruling elite are very worrying. With
the economy in a dismal state, with prices
rising, with industrial production falling,
with fine Indian companies going bank-
rupt and unemployment at a record high,
should this amended citizenship law have
been a priority?

It is supposedly meant to help vic-
tims of religious persecution (excluding
Muslims) in our Islamic neighbourhood.
And, perhaps this is a worthy cause, but
surely the needs of Indian citizens
should come first. Surely Modi 2.0
should have made it his first priority to
put a team of economists together to
find solutions to our grim economic
woes? Surely he should have immersed
himself in long meetings with Indian in-
vestors to find out why they are not in-
vesting?

Instead, he has been almost absent
from matters of governance. Should he
not have been in Parliament for the pass-
ing of alaw that has already caused mas-
sive disruption and is likely to cause much
more in the future?

[ronically, it is in our eastern states
that disruption has turned to violence
because itisin our eastern states where
there could be some justification for try-
ing to keep out illegal Muslim immi-
grants.

What the Prime Minister seems not
to have noticed is that the people of
Assam and Tripura are as keen to keep out
Hindus as well. Not just from other coun-
tries but from other Indian states. They
made this clear decades ago. Sometimes
with such savagery that images of the
massacre in Nellie fill my head as I write
these words.

In Assam, the campaign against
Bangladeshi Muslims caught the eye of
the RSS long ago. Ever sympathetic to
causes that demean Muslims, they sup-
ported the angry protests that were led
by Assamese students. Then came the
Assam Accord that Rajiv Gandhi signed
as prime minister and a relative calm
prevailed till last week, despite the ag-
gressive exercise to register citizens that
the government carried out at awful
cost.

Many among the ‘foreigners’ in deten-
tion centres in Assam are Hindu, but now
that they have been granted the right to
full citizenship, the people of Assam have
reason to be worried that once more they
will have to fight to preserve their culture,
identity, language and their jobs.

The only good thing that may come
out of the violence we saw last week is
that perhaps Modi will now persuade his
Home Minister to postpone his plans for
a nationwide register of citizens. The
main purpose of this exercise appears to
be to target Muslim ‘infiltrators’, when
there is already an atmosphere of terror
spreading through the ghettoes in which
our poorest Muslim communities live.
Many have never had documents to
prove their Indianness. Nor do Hindus
and Sikhs of my generation. In those lax,
louche old days when the ruling elite was
less allergic to Muslims, most Indians
spent their lives without documents of
identity. Those who had passports were
only a small handful of us privileged
types who could afford to travel to for-
eign lands.

To return to the main point of this
week’s column, may I urge the Prime
Minister to examine the priorities of his
government and set a new agenda. At the
top of this has to be the economy. We are
already in an economic crisis that could
become an emergency.

Follow Tavleen Singh on Twitter
@ tavleen_singh
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Rules of Engagement

An eloquent account of how public policy needs urgent re-imagination

ISHAN BAKSHI

THAS almost become aritual. Every

year, with the onset of winter, pub-

lic discourse in the national capital

region inevitably veers towards the

rise in pollution levels. The proxi-
mate cause is often located in stubble burn-
ing by farmers in the neighbouring states of
Punjab and Haryana. Every year, politicians
and bureaucrats mouth the same platitudes,
but so far, few concrete steps have been
taken. While this has not stopped residents
of the NCR region from continuing to hope
for government intervention to address this
issue, it raises the question — does the solu-
tion to every problem lie in government in-
tervention or is there a viable market alter-
native? Can individuals in the NCR region,
and farmers in the neighbouring states, en-
ter into a private contract to limit stubble
burning? In other words, does a Coasean al-
ternative exist?

Take the issue of public spending on ed-
ucation. The expenditure per student in gov-
ernment schools has risen from Rs 2,455 in
2010 to Rs 4,385 in 2016. Yet, learning out-
comes have declined during this period.
With parents, including those from econom-
ically weaker sections of society, voting with
their feet, switching from government to
private schools, should the government con-
tinue to pour in more money with little to
show for it?

Or, take the case of the imposition of
price caps on stents. Though the decision
conveys the impression of helping con-
sumers, it raises questions over whether the
intervention will be beneficial for them in
the long run. One must also ask whether the
decision, which betrays a complete lack of
understanding of the way markets function,
was arrived at after undergoing a careful
cost-benefit analysis.

Or, take demonetisation. The contentious
decision was proposed as the silver bullet to
tackle the problems of black money, and en-
sure better tax compliance. Yet, the whole
exercise was seemingly executed without
any detailed analysis of the effects of the
move and its consequences, both intended
and unintended.

The common thread running through
these cases is that despite the dismantling
of the licence permit raj in the early 1990s,
the Indian state continues to hold a com-
manding influence over the economy. That
government interventions continue to be
the norm rather than the exception. And
that most of them are ad hoc in nature, ex-
ecuted without any detailed cost-benefit
analysis. Yet, despite encroaching on indi-
vidual freedoms, the Indian state continues
to be looked at as a benign force of change.

In opposition lies a very small, almost
microscopic, constituency that argues in
favour of reexamining the functioning of the
Indian state, its purpose and the arbitrari-
ness of the power it wields, and, for a greater
role for markets. This line of thinking has
been eloquently articulated in a new book
by economists Vijay Kelkar and Ajay Shah,
titled In Service of the Republic. As both Kelkar
and Shah have been at the forefront of pub-
lic policy for many decades and have wit-

ExPrESS EDITORS
RECOMMEND

SPITTING IN THE SOUP,
by Mark Johnson. A journalist who
saw the fall from grace of Lance
Armstrong, delves into the history
of good versus evil in sport. It
traverses the 150-year-old history
of drugs used to
enhance
performance
(PEDs), and goes
beyond just the
rigid casting of
characters into
villains and
victims. The book
also focuses on the insidious
participation of teams, coaches,
doctors, government, media,
federations, scientists and
sponsors in hoodwinking
spectators. A must-read as Russia
grapples with an Olympics ban.

Looxout NoTICE

BANGLADESHI MIGRANTS IN
INDIA, by Rizwana Shamshad trains
the spotlight on three Indian states
— Assam, West Bengal and Delhi —
and how they have engaged with
Bangladeshi migration. Since the
three states have
different histories
and cultures, the re-
sponse to migration
has also differed,
which this book
tries to capture.
Extensive fieldwork,
interviews and an-
ecdotal accounts inform the narra-
tive of the book, which effectively
locates the anxieties of Bangladeshi
migration in the context of contem-
porary Indian nationalism.

nessed the functioning of the government
from close quarters, this book, which draws
on their experience, provides a useful
framework for thinking about public policy
inIndia.

The authors launch a systematic attack
on the nature of government as it exists to-
day by asking a rather basic, but often
glossed-over question — should the govern-
ment be doing this? Simply put, with the
Indian economy approaching the $3 trillion
mark — the ruling establishment is hopeful
of attaining the $5 trillion mark by 2024 —
should the government be in the business
of running airlines, telecom companies, coal
plants, power companies? Should not anin-
creasingly complex economy call for a rad-
ical reimagination of the role of the state?

Contrary to the instinctive reaction of
most in India, the authors argue that gov-
ernments should intervene only when the
free market yields poor outcomes. And,
when governments do intervene, the first

IN SERVICE OF THE REPUBLIC —
THE ART AND SCIENCE OF
ECONOMIC POLICY

VIJAY KELKAR & AJAY SHAH
Penguin Allen Lane
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Colour of Crime

Damyanti Biswas delivers a riveting debut that
thrills, but doesn’t sensationalise the violence it is

born of

ANDALEEB WAJID

THE WORLD we live in has desensitised us
to the many horrors we read about in the
newspapers. Rape, murder, acid attacks —
often, they are just news reports that
we read before moving on to the next thing.
We have learned to com-
partmentalise our emo-
tions so we can survive in
the world today without
going to pieces ourselves.
Damyanti Biswas’ debut
novel, You Beneath Your
Skin strikes a good balance
between a thriller and
a book that also induces
empathy in readers. It’s not
an easy thing to achieve
given that she doesn’t suc-
cumb to the temptation to

tacked, raped and killed and her face has
been disfigured by acid. Anjali is brought
to the scene by Jatin because of her experi-
ence in psychology and the work that she
does with underprivileged women and
children. While Jatin tries to solve this hor-
rific crime, even as more bodies spring up,
he tries to keep it under the radar because
he wants the political
brownie points for himself.
Jatin is as ambitious as
Anjali is self-aware.
Although events unfold
slowly, they are carefully
teased out and readers are
drawn into this murky
world of Delhi, whether it
is the top brass of the po-
lice or Varun'’s secret life, or
Anjali’s own observations
of the life she has made for
herself in the city. Anjali is

sensationalise the events YOUBENEATH empathetic but is also
taking place. YOUR SKIN caught up with her own
The book wunravels DAMYANTIBISWAS troublesome son who has

through the eyes of its
many characters — Anjali
Morgan, the half-Indian,
half-American protagonist,
a single mother with an
autistic son; Jatin Bhatt, the handsome but
troubled special commissioner of crime
with whom Anjali is having a clandestine
affair for several years; Maya, Jatin’s
younger sister, in whose house Anjali lives;
and, Varun, Jatin’s 17-year-old son who
seems to live a duplicitous life with ease.
Weaving easily through these different
strands is the story of a gruesome crime —
a woman, a slum dweller, has been at-

392 pages
1399

Simon & Schuster India

problems adjusting to
everything and everyone
around him. While the in-
vestigation into the deaths
continues on a parallel
track, the worlds collide when you least ex-
pect it, leaving you gasping in shock. From
this point onwards, the tenor of the book
changes.

It becomes a gripping thriller but at the
same time, we are also afforded a glimpse
into the mind of an acid attack survivor —
what she feels, what she undergoes, how
she comes to accept the new normal,
something she doesn’t want to accept

CHAPTER ], LINE 1

MR.JONES, of the Manor Farm, had locked the hen-houses for the night, but was too drunk to
remember to shut the popholes. With the ring of light from his lantern dancing from side to side, he
lurched across the yard, kicked off his boots at the back door, drew himself a last glass of beer from the
barrel in the scullery,and made his way up to bed, where Mrs. Jones was already snoring.

— Animal Farm (1945), George Orwell

Farmers burning stubble in Karnal District, Haryana. Express Photo by Praveen Khanna

question that should be asked is, what is the
market failure that the intervention seeks to
address? Then, is the proposed intervention
the best way to address this market failure?
And, whether the Indian states have the abil-
ity to effectively implement the proposed
intervention?

This is an eminently sensible framework
that should serve as a guide for policy mak-
ing. Interventions should be carried out only
after a detailed cost-benefit analysis of their
expected impact. This exercise, which the
authors point out is carried out in some
countries, could help think through not only
the intended, but could perhaps uncover
even the unintended consequences of gov-
ernment intervention. But, the problem is
that in the Indian context, the lack of data
severely inhibits such analyses.

There s also the issue of capacity. The ef-

atall.

Jatin cannot be considered the manda-
tory love interest for various reasons and
he is not without his faults either, most of
which do not endear him to the reader. He’s
ambitious, cold towards his wife, patron-
ising towards his sister and blinded by love
when it comes to his son. Maya, who runs
her own detective agency, is an easier char-
acter to love — she’s loyal, brave and also
self-conscious because she has vitiligo, and
a crush on her assistant Pawan.

This is a layered story, and a riveting, re-
markable debut. It's not without its flaws
though. While the author weaves in and
out of the heads of all the important char-
acters, allowing us a better understanding
of their motivations and why they behave
the way they do, a glimpse into the mind-
scape of Jatin’s wife, Drishti, would have
completed the circle perfectly. As it stands
now, one doesn’t understand why she’s so
detached from her family or why she’s so
anorexic. If she had some secrets of her
own, it would have made the story even
more compelling.

Nevertheless, the author is keenly ob-
servant when it comes to the characters, the
situations, and of course, the setting. Delhi
is an underlying character in itself, dusty,
filled with smog, murky — the perfect set-
ting for crimes that bring together antago-
nists from two different strata of society.
The common factor is their disdain for
women, their refusal to see women as any-
thing other than objects for pleasure, and,
their inability to see women as people.

Biswas’ work with non-profit organisa-
tions — Project WHY and Stop Acid Attacks,
has given her a close view of the people
who are affected by these crimes. With her
debut novel, she makes a focussed and suc-
cessful attempt to make us feel something,
to stop pushing and categorising disturb-
ing events into boxes, and, to look at acid
attack victims and survivors as people, not

Jjust news reports or statistics.

Wajid is a Bengaluru-based writer

ficacy of intervention depends to a great ex-
tent on the capacity of the state toimplement
effectively. But regrettably, the capacity of
the Indian state is rather poor. As the authors
note, “there is a big gap between dilettan-
tismin public policy and the professional ca-
pacity of the state”. But, while this is rather
well-known, public policy in India is often
formulated in the belief that the state can ef-
ficiently implement the proposed policy. For
instance, take the goods and services tax
(GST). Rather than putting in place a com-
plex, multi-layered tax structure, which has
been difficult to administer, a more prudent
approach, as the authors argue, would have
been to opt for a single rate. This would have
been easier to implement and would have
reduced the compliance burden, and low-
ered the extent of evasion too.

At certain points in the book, the authors
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also dwell on the issue of institutions.
Institutional decay has been a much-de-
bated issue in India. Yet, contrary to the
hopes of most that rest on appointing anin-
corruptible person who can fix the system,
the authors contend that “a government or-
ganisation that is riven with corruption is
not one which was unlikely to get a lot of
corrupt people. It is one where the rules of
the game facilitate corruption.” In typical
economist-speak, they argue that the solu-
tion to our institutional crisis rests on creat-
ing rules that generate incentives for chang-
ing the behaviour of both bureaucrats and
politicians. This is a reasonable approach.
Yet, it requires a buy-in from the very same
political/bureaucratic dispensation, which
is likely to vehemently resist changing the
rules of the game that have benefited them,
except at the margins.

Once Upon a Time

A much-needed compilation of folk stories that are
fast receding from memory

SANTOSH SINGH

THERE IS hardly anyone who has not grown
up with some variation or another of grand-
parents’ tales. Fairies, demons, kings, queens,
lions, tigers and sundry birds have all done
the talking in everyone’s childhood. But these
are fast fading now under the onslaught of
smartphones; an art that was once lovingly
passed on from one generation to the nextis
now eroding quickly as parents and grand-
parents lose out to electronic
devices when it comes to
storytelling.

This makes Nalin
Verma'’s second book, The
Greatest Folk Tales of Bihar,an
important work. Before this,
Verma, co-authored Lalu
Prasad Yadav’s autobiogra-
phy, From Gopalganj to
Raisina. But Verma'’s folktales
certainly hit the spot, perhaps
even more than his political

particularly famous stories of Bhojpuri leg-

end: Bhikhari Thakur-Gabarghichor and Beti

Bechwa, which used to be staged in most

Poorvanchal villages between the 1970s and

1990s. Verma has given due credit to the

tellers or re-tellers of some of these stories,

from his grandfather to his fellow villagers —

Gauri Chamar to Patru Ahir, Dasrath Lohar to

his primary school teacher, Phuleshwar
Pandey.

The author has refrained from tampering

with the storyline in any way, narrating the

stories the way he had heard

them. Some stories are light

reads, as folktales are wont to

be, but some — like ‘Saranga’,

‘Sadabrij’ and Bhikhari

Thakur’s two stories — are

more intense. While the for-

mer is a strong love story, the

latter two stories trace the

great migration from Bihar

and its fallout. ‘Munshi and

Raiji’, which has as its back-

drop British-ruled India, talks

uobecauehehasgown | THEGREATEST  sboutthermwnessof e
narrates in the book. Giving a ElOHLArf RTALES OF me;sage about the need for
written form to the verbal art education.

of storytellingistheprimeob- ~ NALIN VERMA The book is about pre-

jective here. Theideais to pre-
serve folktales that are often
treated casually, even though
they nurture a morality that
may be too subtle for many.
Perhaps that is the reason they are usually un-
derstood better when we grow up.

A set of 37 stories such as, ‘The sparrow
and her crumbs’, ‘The stork and her new hus-
band’, The lioness and the cow’, and ‘Saranga
and Sadabrij’ may have as its setting a non-
descriptvillage in Siwan, in Bihar. Butit hasa
universality that transcends its immediate
geography. The author has also retold two

208 pages
1295

Rupa Publications India

serving and nourishing one’s
cultural roots. The
Hitopadesa, Panchtantraand
Jatak Kathas have lasting
values because of their raw-
ness and simplicity. Verma says that our so-
cieties have many rustic folk tales to offer, but
he regrets that there has been very little at-
tempt to give them the form of books. The
Great Folk Tales of Bihar is a serious attempt to
store and preserve verbal history, and it re-
minds us that narration from the likes of un-
lettered Patru Ahir and Dasrath Lohar should
continue to regale generations.
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Hong Kong’s leader visit
Beijing as pressure mounts

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

Mahathir Mohamad

MALAYSIA
PMagain hints
hecouldstayon
beyond 2020

Doha: Malaysia's 94-year-
old Prime Minister
MahathirMohamad again
raised the prospect on
Saturday that he could stay
in office beyond 2020, de-
clining to give a definitive
pledge to step down.
Mahathir returned to
power last year after deal-
ing a historic election de-
feat to the corruption-
plagued coalition that he
once led and which had
been in power for six
decades. Mahathir led
Malaysia for more than
two decades before his re-
tirement in 2003 which
paved the way for the lead-
ership of now disgraced
former prime minister
Najib Razak.

CONGO
Rebel attack on

Congolese city
leaves 6 dead

Beni: A Congolese city at
the center of the Ebola
epidemic has again come
under attack from rebels,
leaving at least six people
dead. Witnesses said
Saturday that the rebels
from the Ugandan-based
group known as ADF had
launched an assault in
Beni overnight. The at-
tack comes just days af-
ter Congo's military be-
gan stepping up its
efforts to fight armed
groups in the area.
Repeated attacks by ADF
rebels and other armed
groups have disrupted ef-
forts to contain the Ebola
virus outbreak in eastern
Congo, which has killed
over 2,200 people.

PAKISTAN
Courtadjourns
hearing of
Saeed case

Lahore: After his indict-
ment, the trial against
Mumbai attack master-
mind Hafiz Saeed in the
terror financing case could
not be kicked off for the
third consecutive day on
Saturday because of a
country-wide strike by
lawyers. Saeed, who has
been indicted along with
three close aides in terror
financing case, could notbe
produced before the Anti-
terrorism Court Saturday
because of the lawyers’
strike. The lawyers are
protesting for the last
three days against the ar-
rest of their colleaguesina
case of hooliganism at a
hospital in Lahore.

Sincerity to have
dialogue with
citizens has not
changed: Lam

CLAREJIM&FELIXTAM
HONG KONG, DECEMBER 14

HONG KONG leader Carrie Lam
visited Beijing on Saturday for
her first trip to the Chinese cap-
ital since her government was
handed a crushing defeat in lo-
cal elections last month, prompt-
ing speculation about changes to
her leadership team.

During a four-day visit, Lam
is due todiscuss the political and
economic situation in China-
ruled Hong Kong with Chinese
officials. She will meet Chinese
President Xi Jinping on Monday.

Hong Kong has been con-
vulsed by daily and sometimes vi-
olent protests for the last six
months as demonstrations against
anow-withdrawn extradition bill
broadened into demands for
greater democratic freedom.

Hundreds of thousands of
people marched last Sunday to
protest against what is seen as
Beijing undermining freedoms
guaranteed when the former
British colony was handed back
to China in 1997. Many young

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam in Beijing on Saturday. AP

protesters are also angry atLam’s
government, charging it with
failing to address social inequal-
ity issues in one of the world’s
most expensive cities.

“Our sincerity to have dia-
logue with citizens has not
changed,” Lam said in a
Facebook post on Saturday. She
said her governing team would
continue to pursue “different
formats of dialogue to listen to
citizens sincerely.”

This week Lam said a cabinet
reshuffle was not an “immediate
task” and she would focus her ef-
forts on restoring law and order
to Hong Kong. Still there are
doubts about how long Beijing is

willing to back her, especially af-
ter pro-democracy candidates
won nearly 90% of the seats in
district elections last month.

China has condemned the
unrest and blamed foreign inter-
ference. It denies that it is med-
dling in Hong Kong’s affairs. In
an editorial this week, the offi-
cial China Daily newspaper
called on Hong Kong’s govern-
ment to uphold the rule of law.

Separately, three men were
arrested on Saturday and
charged with testing remote-
controlled explosives, police
said. Police also found body ar-
mour, shields and gas masks,
they said. REUTERS

Taking
stock after
local polls

LAM'’S TRIP to Beijing, her
“first duty visit” as Hong
Kong’s chief executive, is
likely to involve meetings
with top leaders to take
stock of the situation after
pro-democracy candi-
dates won overwhelm-
ingly in recent local polls.
The talksarelikely tobe on
issues ranging from the
controversial extradition
bill to one that would al-
low the enforcement of
mainland China’s laws at
West Kowloon rail termi-
nus, as per a report. Be it
changes to Lam’s leader-
ship team or China’s next
response to developments
in Hong Kong, some deci-
sions are likely to emerge
after the meetings.

IN CoLD NUMBERS

104

The percentage by which deforestation in Brazil's Amazon surged
in November, compared to the same month in 2018, as per data.
For the first 11 months of 2019, deforestation totalled 8 974.3 sq km,
compared to 4,878.7 sq km reported for the first 11 months of 2018
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¢ Not fair that I am being

impeached, says Trump

For impeachment trial,
McConnell takes cues
from White House

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 14

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Friday said it was unfair that he
was being impeached as he had
done no wrong and the country
under him was doing quite good.

“It’s not fair that I'm being
Impeached when I've done ab-
solutely nothingwrong!,” Trump
said in a tweet on Friday night as
a key Congressional committee,
earlier in the day, approved the
two articles of impeachment
against him. The impeachment
against Trump now moves to the
House of Representatives, where
the Democratic Party enjoys a
majority.

“The Radical Left, Do Nothing
Democrats have become the Party
of Hate. They are so bad for our
Country!,” Trump said in his tweet.

Earlier in the day, he de-
scribed the impeachment as a
hoax and politically motivated.

“The impeachmentis a hoax.
Itisa sham. It started along time
ago, probably before I came
down the escalator with the fu-
ture First Lady. It started a long
time ago,” Trump told reporters.

“Itisawitch hunt.Itisasham.
It is a hoax. Nothing was done
wrong. Zero was done wrong. I
think it is a horrible thing to be
using the tool of impeachment,
which is supposed to be used in
an emergency. And it would
seem many, many, many years
apart,” he asserted. PTI

SHERYLGAY STOLBERG
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 14

WITH THE House headed to a
vote to impeach President
Trump next week, Senator Mitch
McConnell was working hand in
hand with the White House to
make plans for a Senate trial, a
proceeding steeped in tradition
and rules but one fraught with
political peril for vulnerable
Republicans.

Trump said on Friday that he
had no preference for how the
trial — expected to begin in early
January — unfolds, but he has pri-
vately pushed for a prolonged
process that would allow him to
mount a theatrical defense.
McConnell, Republican of
Kentucky and the majority leader,
has resisted thatideain favor of a
shorter, more dignified event.

Outraged Democrats, mean-
while, accused McConnell on
Friday of abandoning his duty to
render “impartial justice” in an
impeachment trial —aresponse
toatelevision interview in which
McConnell dismissed House
Democrats’ articles of impeach-
ment as “so darn weak.” He

EX'Sl.ldan pre31dent NZ VoLcANO ERUPTION: KNEE-DEEP ASH, TOLL 15
Bashir gets 2 years

in jail for corruption

KHALID ABDELAZIZ
KHARTOUM, DECEMBER 14

A SUDANESE court on Saturday
convicted former president
Omar al-Bashir on corruption
charges and sentenced him to
two years of detention in a re-
form facility, the first ruling
against the ex-leader ousted by
mass unrest.

The presiding judge said
Bashir, 75, who was deposed by
the military in April following
months of street protests
against his three-decade rule,
was being sent to the reform fa-
cility, rather than a prison, on
account of his age.

He also ordered the confisca-
tion of millions of euros and
Sudanese pounds found in
Bashir’s residence when he was
toppled. The charges, which in-
cluded possession of illicit for-
eign currency, carried a maxi-
mum prison sentence of 10 years.

Bashir’s prosecution is a test
of how fast and how far military
and civilian authorities now
sharing power in Sudan will act
to overturn his legacy.

Dressed in traditional white
robes and a turban, Bashir
watched silently from inside a
metal defendant’s cage while the
judge, Al-Sadiq Abdelrahman,
read out the verdict.

“The convict, Omar al-Bashir,
is consigned to a social reform fa-
cility for a period of two years...
The sums of foreign and national
currency that were seized are
confiscated,” Abdelrahman said.

The Sudanese Professionals
Association, which spearheaded
protests earlier this year, wel-
comed the verdict as a “political

CASEFILE

GRAFT, WAR CRIMES

Charges against al-Bashir
range from corruption to
crimes against humanity,
genocide and war crimes
in Darfur region of Sudan

WANTED BY ICC

He has been wanted
by the International
Criminal Court since
2005, with two arrest
warrants against him

ACCEPTING MONEY

He reportedly admitted to
getting $25 million from
Saudi’s Mohammad bin
Salman, but plead not
guilty to charges in court

Reuters/File

and moral condemnation” of
Bashir and his regime, while not-
ing that it was only one of several
cases against the former presi-
dent and his allies.

From early morning, troops
and military vehicles were de-
ployed in the centre of the cap-
ital Khartoum, blocking access
to the presidential palace and
the Defence Ministry, and there
was a heavy security presence
at the court. REUTERS

B New Zealand divers
searched contaminated
waters near the volcanic
White Island for two
remaining bodies on
Saturday, as the death toll
from an eruption rose to 15
people, the police said.

W Waters around the island
were contaminated by the
massive eruption of rocks,
lava and chemicals on
Monday, reducing visibility.

M Even as arescue team was
trekking through sludge-like
ash, the odds of an eruption
stood at 50 percent to 60
percent, according to
volcanologists. Where the
ground was soft, they could
feel the water boiling

under the soil. AGENCIES

During the rescue operation near the site of the volcanic eruption on White Island in New Zealand. NyT

Will repay your trust: Boris to ex-Labour voters

REUTERS
LONDON, DECEMBER 14

PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson
visited former strongholds of his
Labour opponents in northern
England on Saturday and
pledged to repay their trust for
helping to deliver a stunning vic-
tory for his Conservative Party in
Britain’s national election.

Johnson led the
Conservatives on Thursday to
their biggest election win since
Margaret Thatcher’s landslide
victory of 1987, trouncing his so-
cialist Labour Party opponent
Jeremy Corbyn by winning 365
parliamentary seats and secur-
ing an overall majority of 80.
Labour won 203 seats.

Boris Johnson in northeast England on Saturday. Reuters

The election saw the crum-
bling of Labour’s “Red Wall” of
formerly safe seats in working
class areas across northern and

central England where most peo-

ple voted in a 2016 referendum

to leave the European Union.
Johnson, the face of the

‘THEY TOOK AWAY EVERYTHING LEFT IN ME THAT WAS HUMAN AND MADE ME A MONSTER’

He was one of Mexico’s deadliest assassins; then he turned on his cartel

AZAM AHMED &
PAULINAVILLEGAS
JOJUTLA, DECEMBER 14

THE RECRUITS filed into a clear-
ing, where a group of trainers
with the stern bearing of drill
sergeants stood in a tight row,
hiding something.

“How many of you have
killed someone before?” one of
the instructors asked. A few
hands shot up.

The trainers separated, reveal-
ing a corpse face up in the grass.
One thrust a machete into the
nearest man’s hand. “Dismember
that body,” he ordered.

The recruit froze. The instruc-
tor waited, then walked up be-
hind the terrified recruit and
fired a bulletinto his head, killing
him. Next, he passed the blade to
a lanky teenager while the oth-
ers watched, dumbfounded.

The teenager didn’t hesitate.
Offered the chance to prove that
he could be an assassin — a
sicario — he seized it, he said. A
chance at money, power and
what he craved most, respect. To
be feared in a place where fear
was currency.

“Iwanted to be a psychopath,
to kill without mercy and be the
most feared sicario in the world,”
he said, describing the scene.

Like the other recruits, he had
been sent by a drug cartel known
as Guerreros Unidos to a training
camp in the mountains. He en-
visioned field exercises, morn-
ing runs, target practice. Now,
standing over the body, he was
just trying to suppress an urge to
vomit. He closed his eyes and
struck blindly. To survive, he
needed to stay the course. The
training would do the rest, purg-
ing him of fear and empathy.

“They took away everything
left in me that was human and
made me a monster,” he said.

Within a few years, he be-
came one of the deadliest assas-
sins in the Mexican state of

NYT

The sicario in a jail as part of a witness protection programme

Morelos, an instrument of the
cartels tearing the nation apart.

By 2017, at only 22 years old, he
had taken partin more than 100

murders, he said.

When the police caught him
that year, he could have faced
more than 200 years in prison.
But instead of prosecuting him,
the authorities saw an opportu-
nity, a chance to pick apart the
cartel from the inside.

The police chief in Morelos at
the time, Alberto Capella,
wanted a witness protection
program that worked. So he sim-
ply created a clandestine one of
his own — an improvised strat-
egy that former justice officials
describe as a legal stretch.

Through early 2019, the
sicario proved so valuable that
the police erected a bigger wild-

“Leave” campaign in that refer-
endum, fought the election on
the slogan “Get Brexit done”.

“Iknow that people may have
been breaking the voting habits
of generations to vote for us,”
Johnson told supporters in
Sedgefield, a symbolically impor-
tant seat as it was once held by
former prime minister Tony Blair,
Labour’s most successful leader.

“I want the people of the
north east to know that we in the
Conservative Party,and I, will re-
pay your trust.”

“What an incredible thing
you have done, you have
changed the political landscape,
you've changed the Conservative
Party for the better and you've
changed the future of our coun-
try for the better,” said Johnson.

cat program around him, recruit-
ing more than a dozen cartel
henchmen. Together, their testi-
mony led to 100 convictions and
helped cut homicides, kidnap-
pings and extortion in the state,
at least for a time, officials said.
Capella moved on to another
jobalmost 1,000 miles away, and
the program slowly collapsed.
The sicario stayed until the sum-
mer when, fearful the police
were going to hand him over to
his cartel enemies, he fled.
Gunmen were not far be-
hind. His brother — who stu-
diously avoided crime and had
enlisted in Mexico’s armed
forces —was killed days later. His

Mitch McConnell

added that he was “taking my
cues” from the White House in
shaping the trial.

“If articles of impeachment
are sent to the Senate, every sin-
gle senator will take an oath to
render ‘impartial justice,”
Senator Chuck Schumer of New
York, the Democratic leader, said
Friday in a statement, in a veiled
reference to those remarks.

Representative Val B.
Demings, Democrat of Florida
and a member of the House
Judiciary Committee who is be-
ing mentioned as a possible
House manager during the im-
peachment trial, went one step
further, and called Friday for Mr.
McConnell to recuse himself
from the proceedings. NYT

At least 23
soldiers dead in
‘insider attack’
in Afghanistan

NEW YORKTIMES
KABUL, DECEMBER 14

AT LEAST 23 soldiers were killed
while they were sleeping on
Saturday in an insider attack in
eastern Afghanistan, officials
said, the latest episode of en-
emy infiltration that has raised
concerns about a new local mil-
itary force billed as the hope for
holding territory recaptured
from the Taliban.

The Taliban infiltrator, who
was on duty at amilitary base in
Ghazni Province, opened fire on
his colleagues, wiping out al-
most the whole unit, officials
said. The attacker then seized all
weapons and equipment in the
base and joined the insurgency.

The exact number of casual-
ties was unclear. The Afghan
Ministry of Defense confirmed
the death of nine soldiers, and
the Taliban said 32 had been
killed, but their claims of casual-
ties are mostly exaggerated.

The figure of 23 came from
Esmatullah Jamuradwal, a
member of the provincial coun-
cil, who said that only one sol-
dier, out of 24 in the Territorial
Army unit, had survived. “The at-
tacker packed all weapons and
ammunition in a Humvee and
drove to the Taliban,” he said.

A spokesman for the
Ministry of Defense said that of-
ficials had begun an investiga-
tion into the attack.

This was the second deadly
attack by an infiltrator in the
Territorial Army in the Qara Bagh
District of Ghazni. In July, Col.
Abdul Mobin Mohabati, the
commander of the Afghan Army
forces in the provinces, was
killed by such an infiltrator.

parents found a note attached to
the body: This is what happens
to snitches, it warned.

The sicario knew he didn’t
deserve freedom. “Justice for
me,” he sometimes said, “would
be death.” But his brother was
different. “They hit me where it
hurt most,” the sicario said, cry-
ing, not long after the murder.
“The thing I loved most in the
world, they took from me.”

Still, he insisted that he would
not seek revenge. Nothing would
change because of it. His brother
would still be dead. “This will
never end, no matter whatIdo,”
he said. “But I justwon’t be a part
of itanymore.” NYT
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AT 453.4 BILLION — ALL-TIME HIGH — AS OF WEEK ENDED DECEMBER 6

Forex reserves surge $24.8 billion

since corporate tax cut in September

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

RIDING ON the increased flow
of funds by foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) and rise in foreign
direct investment (FDI), foreign
exchange reserves continued
their surge for the 11th straight
week, rising by $2.3 billion in
the week ended December 6,
2019 to hit an all-time high of
$453.4 billion.

According to the weekly forex
datareleased by the Reserve Bank
of India, while the forex reserves
have grown by $24.8 billion over
the last 11 weeks since the
Finance Minister announced a cut
in the corporate tax rate on
September 20, it has jumped by
$60 billion in the current calen-
dar year.

The continued inflow of funds
by foreign investors despite a
slowdown in economic growth
has fuelled the rise in forex re-
serves. While the FDI in the first
half of the current financial year
amounted to $35 billion (as per
dataprovided by the government
on Friday), the FPIs have pumped

BRIEFLY

‘Renault offers
CEOjobto
Luca De Meo’

Madrid: French carmaker
Renault has offered the
chairman of Volkswagen'’s
SEAT brand, Luca de Meo,
the job of chief executive,
Spanish newspaper La
Vanguardia reported on
Saturday, citing anonymous
sources. The report said De
Meo would initially become
CEO of Renault for two years
before taking over respon-
sibility for the group’s al-
liance with Nissan and
Mitsubishi.

US agency
probes Tesla

crash

Washington: The US auto
safety agency said Friday
itwillinvestigate a 12th Tesla
crash thatmaybe tied tothe
vehicle’sadvanced Autopilot
driver assistance system
after a Tesla Model 3 rear-
ended a parked police car
in Connecticut on Saturday.
The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
special crash investigation
program will investigate
the Dec. 7 crash of a
2018 Tesla Model 3 on
Interstate 95 in Norwalk,
Connecticut, the agency
confirmed. REUTERS

Kant: Reforms
to make India
competitive

Washington: The series of
pathbreaking and ambitious
reforms unleashed by the
Modigovernmentin the last
few years will make India a
very competitive and pro-
ductively-efficient economy
in the long run, NITI Aayog
CEO Amitabh Kant said on
Friday. PTI

Govt'steps
help bringin
FPIs, FDI

DESPITE THE slowdown in economic growth, strong
inflow of FPI and FDI money has pushed forex reserves by
over $41 billion in the current financial year. While FPI
inflow since April 1 has amounted to $10.7 billion, FDI in
H1 stood at $35 billion. The pace of inflow of funds
accelerated since the government announced cutin
corporate tax rates in September.

in a net of $10.7 billion into the
Indian equity and debt markets
in the current financial year till
date. In the current financial year
the forex reserves have jumped
by over $41 billion.

In the reporting week ended
December 6, the rise in reserves
was mainly on account of an in-
crease in foreign currency assets,
a major component of the over-
all reserves, which surged by
$1.891 billion to $421.258 billion.
During the week, the gold re-
servesalsoincreased by $430 mil-

lion to $27.08 billion.

Experts say that the govern-
ment’s decision to reverse its
Budget decisionrelating to higher
surcharge impact on FPIs along
withacutinthe corporate tax rate
last month has played a signifi-
cantrole in turning the investors
mood and draw them to investin
the Indian economy and markets.

Between September and now,
the FPIs have invested a net of Rs
43,435 crore (over $6 billion) into
Indian equity and debt market. By
contrast, they pulled out a net of

RISING FOREX
RESERVES

Week Forex
ended ($bn)
Sept 20 428.57
Sept 27 433.59
Oct4 437.8
Oct11 439.7
Oct18 440.75
Oct 25 442.5
Nov1 446.09
Nov 8 447.8
Nov 15 448.2
Nov 22 448.5
Nov 29 451.08
Dec6 4534

All figures in USD billion

Source: RBI

Rs 8,874 crore between July and
August 2019 (aggregate of debt
and equity markets).

On the other hand, a stability
inglobal crude oil prices (between
$60 and $65 per barrel) and cur-
rency (between 70-72 to a USD)

have also benefitted as it keeps the
import bill stable. The inflow of
funds has also been affected by US
Federal Reserve’s decision to cut
interest rates in the US.

The rise in forex reserves
alongside a softening of crude oil
prices also comes as abreather for
the country’srising external debt
which has risen significantly over
last couple of years from $485 bil-
lioninJune 2017 to $557 billionin
June 2019. Experts say that if ex-
ternal debts are higher than the
forex reserves, it makes the econ-
omy vulnerable to any oil price
shocks. However, as of now there
is some relief on that account as
forex reserves are also climbing
and the crude oil prices continue
to remain stable.

Arise in forex reserves will
help improve the ratio of foreign
exchange to external debt which
has deteriorated from a high of
106 per cent in June 2010 to 76.7
per cent in June 2019. Assuming
that the external debt stands at
$557 billion, then at the current
forex reserves the ratio of forex to
external debt would have im-
proved to 81.3 per cent from 76.7
per centin June.

Approval Bureau sends notice to IRMA
for failing to appoint qualified director

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

TWO-AND-A-HALF MONTHS af-
ter a high-level Standing
Complaint Scrutiny Committee of
the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) nullified the
appointment of Hitesh V Bhatt as
Principal/Director of Anand-
based Institute of Rural
Management and referred the
matter to the Approval Bureau for
action, the bureau has issued a
show-cause notice to the institute
as to why action should not be
taken against the institute for fail-
ing to appoint a qualified
Principal/director.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
amember of the Approval Bureau
of AICTE confirmed that the
show-cause notice was issued to
the institute last week. “We have
given them a week’s time to re-
spond to the notice and once we
receive the response, it will be
sent to an expert committee

WHAT HAPPENED
EARLIER?

M In September, a
high-level Standing
Complaint Scrutiny
Commiittee of the All
India Council for
Technical Education
nullified the
appointment of
Hitesh VBhattas
Principal/Director of
Anand-based Institute
of Rural Management

which will decide on the action
and the executive council will
then take action against the insti-
tute,” said the member of the ap-
proval bureau.

Earlier this year, on September
27, a four-member Standing
Complaint Scrutiny Committee
(SCSC) under the chairmanship of
Justice (retd.) N LTibrewal, had in
anorder passed on September 27,

2019, termed Bhatt’s appoint-
ment “ineligible” and referred the
matter to the Approval Bureau of
AICTE to proceed for taking action
as per AICTE norms.

“The present Principal/Director
Sh. Hitesh V Bhatt does not fulfil
the eligibility criteria, as such the
institute does not have qualified
Principal. Hence the matter is re-
ferred to the Approval Bureau to
proceed for taking action as per
AICTE norms,” said the September
27 order passed by the Committee.
While AICTE rules prescribe that
the Principal/Director should have
Ph.D or equivalent in appropriate
discipline, Bhatt, did not have the
same at the time of his appoint-
ment on December 1,2017.

As per AICTE Regulations
2012, if an institute fails to have a
qualified Principal/Director for a
period of more than 18 months,
then it shall have “No admission
status for one academicyear” asa
punitive action by the council.

Incase of IRMA, Hitesh V Bhatt
hasalready occupied the position

of Director for over 24 months
now and thus the institute may
face penalty under AICTE rules.

Responding to queries sent by
The Indian Express, IRMA chair-
man’s office said that AICTE issued
the show-cause notice on the ba-
sis of acomplaint made by an ex-
employee of IRMA that the IRMA
does not have a qualified director.
Itsaid, “IRMA has responded with
full justification that all the appli-
cable normsinrespect toappoint-
ment of the Director as per the
prevailing AICTE Regulations had
been duly followed by IRMA...In
view of such fulfilment of the re-
quirement for qualified Principal/
Director, IRMA has not violated
any regulation. It further said,
“IRMA is governed by IRMA
Society Rules and a duly consti-
tuted Board consisting of eminent
persons. The Board of IRMA is the
competent authority to appoint
the Director of the Institute and
due process was followed by the
Board in selection/appointment
of its Director.”

Road ahead for finance in UK after Johnson’s re-election

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said that on January 31 Britain will leave the European Union, the
biggest export customer for its financial services sector. This fourth attempt at Brexit, if successful, will start the
clock on a new countdown for bankers during a “business as usual” transition period that ends in December

MORE TRANSITION?
Britain will have to ask the
EU by June if it wants to
extend the transition period
beyond December. Johnson
has said he won’t submit
such arequest

JUNE ASSESSMENTS
Britain has yet to secure

new trading terms with the
bloc to follow transition. The
UK financial sector is likely
to getrestricted access at
best under the EU’s financial
market access system
known as equivalence

WHO WANTS WHAT?
B The European

Commission decides which,
if any, requests are granted.
Simply having aligned rules,
which Britain will have on
Day One of Brexit, does not
mean automatic approval,
EU officials have said

Amid protests, OIL appeals to people in
Assam to let it carry on with operations

KUNALDUTT
GUWAHATI, DECEMBER 14

AMID VIOLENT protests in
Assam over the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), PSU
major Oil India (OIL) issued an
appeal to the people of the state
on Saturday to allow it to carry
out day-to-day operations,
which the firm said has been
“severely impacted”.

The appeal issued inleading
English daily of the state, The
Assam Tribune, cautioned that
the “total disruption of OIL’s op-
erational activities will ad-
versely impact the economy of
the State and the lives of the

common people”.

Besides loss of production of
crude oil and natural gas, the
stoppage of OIL’s operations has
badly hit production of LPG and
supply of crude oil to refineries
and consumers of natural gas
like BVFCL, BCPL, NEEPCO, AGCL
and APL among others, it said.

Assam has been facing a
shortage of fuel supply due to
the ongoing protests, which
have also affected the daily lives
of people in Guwahati and sev-
eral other districts of the state.

On Friday, long queues were
seen at the petrol pumps that
were functioning, while others
remained shut.

“I saw many petrol pumps

that were operating today did
not have enough fuel to sell. I
purchased 1litre for my bike,
while many others had queued
up with bottles to buy fuel,” said
Tutu Alj, a resident of Hatigaon
area here.

The situation may worsen if
the fuel stock is not replenished.
“The ongoing agitation in the
state has severely impacted
day-to-day operations of Qil
India,” the crude oil major said.

“This will have an adverse
impact on the power situation
in the state as well as lead to
shortage of essential items like
LPG, which will impact the
common people the most,” it
added. FE

WHAT HAPPENS IF
NO EQUIVALENCE?

Banks, asset
managers and
insurers based in
Britain have
opened over 300
hubs in the EU to
cope with any form
of Brexit

M Big banks in Britain are
seeking a basic, narrow
form of access, but the
insurance sector is divided
Ml Asset managers who pick
stocks for funds based in
Luxembourg and Ireland

also need an equivalence-
type determination

M Johnson has said he does
not want to stay aligned to
EU rules, which could
make equivalence harder
to obtain

WHY BOTHER? Some UK
lawmakers question why
Britain should bother with
equivalence given that it
offers limited access and ties
Britain to EU rules. This,
they say, would make it
harder to tweak regulation
in Britain to keep London
competitive as a global
financial centre

Source: Reuters

MARKET WATCH
SHARES, OIL RISE BUT CAUTION LINGERS

New York: Global equity markets and oil prices rose after China
and the United States agreed on an initial trade deal. But,
investors are weary of the bantering rhetoric, said Jack Ablin, chief
investment officer at Cresset Capital Management. REUTERS
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PNB under-reported bad loans
by 12,017 crore in FY19: RBI

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 14

AFTER STATE Bank of India (SBI),
Central Bank of India, Union
Bank and Indian Bank, public
sector lender Punjab National
Bank (PNB) on Saturday said it
under-reported non-performing
assets (NPAs) by Rs 2,617 crore
for the fiscal year 2018-19, as per
the risk assessment done by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
PNB said it reported gross
NPAs of Rs 78,472.70 crore,
while as per the RBI's assess-
ment the figure was Rs
81,089.70 crore, showing a di-
vergence of Rs 2,617 crore in
FY19. The divergence assessed
by the RBI in net NPAs was also
Rs 2,617 crore for the fiscal, PNB
said in a stock exchange filing.
Last week, SBI said its gross
NPAs should have been higher
by Rs 11,932 crore at Rs 184,682
crore as against Rs 172,750 crore
reported by the bank for 2018-
19. Central Bank of India had un-
der-reported NPAs of Rs 2,565
crore. Indian Bank reported a di-

GROSS NPAs

{81,089 cr

B PNB said it reported gross
NPAs of Rs 78,472.70 crore,
while as per the RBI's
assessment the figure was Rs
81,089.70 crore, showinga
divergence of Rs 2,617 crore in
FY19.Taking into account the
divergence assessed by the RBI
in provisioning for bad loans,
PNB said it would have
reported a net loss of Rs
11,335.90 crore for FY19 as
against a net loss of Rs9,975.49
crore it reported earlier

vergence of Rs 820 crore in its
NPAs for 2018-19. Union Bank of
India reported divergence of Rs
998.70 crore.

PNB said the divergence in
provisioning for bad loans in
FY19 was to the tune of Rs 2,091
crore. Taking into account the
divergence assessed by the RBI
in provisioning for bad loans,
PNB said it would have reported

a net loss of Rs 11,335.90 crore
for FY19 as against a net loss of
Rs 9,975.49 crore it reported
earlier.

Similarly, PNB reported net
NPAs of Rs 30,037.66 crore, com-
pared to RBI's assessment of Rs
32,654.66 crore. Provisions for
NPAs made by the bank in FY19
stood at Rs 48151.15 crore but it
needed to provide Rs 50,242.15
crore.

In November this year, mar-
ket regulator Sebi had directed
all listed banks to disclose any
divergence in bad loan provi-
sioning within 24 hours of re-
ceiving RBI's risk assessment re-
port, rather than waiting to
publish the details in their an-
nual financial statements. In a
circular, Sebi noted that disclo-
sures in respect of divergence
and provisioning are in the na-
ture of material events and
hence necessitate immediate
disclosure.

There have been several in-
stances of under-reporting of
bad loans by banks, prompting
regulatory action by the Reserve
Bank of India.

REGULATOR SEES HOLES IN LENDERS’ ARGUMENTS, REJECTS PLEA

Lenders didn’t verify title
of Karvy Stock Broking’s
pledged securities: Sebi

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 14

IN Amajor setback tolenders, the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) has said lenders —
ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Indusind
Bank and Bajaj Finance — did not
verify the title of securities unau-
thorisedly pledged by Karvy Stock
Broking (KSBL) and they merely
relied on the representation of
KSBL while giving loans to the
broking firm.

Sebi had, in a late evening or-
der on Friday, rejected the plea of
lenders to return the clients’
shares pledged by Karvy. The reg-
ulator also suggested that the
remedy for lenders “lies against
KSBLbefore civil court of compe-
tent jurisdiction”.

“It cannot be said that repre-
sentors (lenders) acted in good
faith as required under Section
178 of the Indian Contract Act,
1872,” Sebi said. “The issue
whether lenders have exercised
proper due diligence or has com-
plied with applicable laws per-
taining to loans against shares,
can be looked into by the con-
cerned regulator, if sodeemed fit.
KSBL was not authorised to
pledge securities,” it said.

The big question is: why did
lenders give funds to Karvy with-
out checking the status of collat-
eral (title of pledged securities)?

According to Sebi, such pledge
did not pass any title as KSBL was
not the owner of the securities.
“Thus, KSBLdid not pass any title
or interest in these securities to
the representors as KSBL itself
was not having any title to such
securities. The principle that
holder in due course gets good ti-
tle appliesin case of negotiable in-
struments like cheques, bills of
exchange, promissory notes, etc.
where the holder is for consider-
ation and without notice of the
defect in the title of transferor.
The said principle is not applica-
ble in respect of goods/shares i.e.
other than negotiable instru-
ments and reliance placed on the
same for unauthorised pledge is

CBIC NOTIFIES PORTALS, CATEGORIES OF BUSINESSES

GST e-invoice system to be rolled out from April 1 next year

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

IN A move that will involve data
integration and keep a check on
tax evasion under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime,
the electronic invoice, or e-in-
voice system, of uploading in-
voices on government portal
will be mandatorily rolled out
for all B2B transactions by busi-
nesses with turnover over
Rs 100 crore from April 1 next
year.

Also, for B2C invoicing is-
sued by businesses with annual
turnover over Rs 500 crore, an
electronically scannable quick
response (QR) code will be

mandatory from April 1, the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) said in a set
of notifications.

The e-invoice system will be
first rolled out on a voluntary
basis beginning January 1 for
businesses having turnover
over Rs 500 crore, then for busi-
nesses with an annual turnover
over Rs 100 crore from
February 1. The decision to roll
out the e-invoice system comes
six months after the GST
Council gave its approval for the
system in June.

The CBIC has notified details
of portals for uploading of the
electronic invoices and specific
categories of businesses, which
would have to adopt the system

THEFINDINGS

M Sebi has said lenders —
ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank,
Indusind Bank and Bajaj
Finance — did not verify the
title of securities
unauthorisedly pledged by
Karvy Stock Broking (KSBL)
and they merely relied on

wholly misplaced,” Sebi said
while rejecting the plea of
lenders. On November 22, Sebi
barred Karvy from taking new
brokerage clients and also pre-
vented it from using the power of
attorneys given by its clients after
the brokerage was found to have
allegedly misused clients’ securi-
ties and pledged them with
banks to raise funds.

Banks and finance companies
have Rs 1,415-crore exposure to
Karvy Stock Broking through the
loan against securities funding
route. ICICI Bank has the maxi-
mum exposure of Rs 875 crore
which was created only on
October 1,2019.IndusInd Bank has
anexposure of Rs 105 crore, HDFC
BankRs 195 crore, DCBBankRs 55
crore and Axis BankRs 85 crore, ac-
cording to RoC filings.

According to Sebi, the current
investments mentioned in the
balance sheet of KSBL for the
FY2018-19 shows that KSBL was
showing securities valuing
Rs 27.791akh only. Similarly, KSBL
was holding securities worth
Rs 28.01 lakh, as on March 31,
2018 and securities worth Rs
35,143 as on March 31, 2017,
whereas the lenders together
have extended loans, against
shares having value to the extent
of Rs 2,873 crore as on September
16, 2019 which later reduced to
Rs 2,319 crore as on November 19,
2019.

“Inthe absence of correspon-
ding trade instruction, pledging
of securities of such clientsis also
unauthorized and hence, in law
not treated as valid pledge. Reliefs
sought by the representors are
not tenable and the remedy for

The e-invoice system would be first rolled out

on a voluntary basis beginning January 1 for
businesses having turnover over Rs 500 crore,
then for businesses with an annual turnover over
Rs 100 crore from February 1

next year.

Abhishek Jain, tax partner at
EY said, “An official notification
for effectuating e-invoicing for
a specified class of businesses
further fosters the govern-
ment’s intent of mandatorily
implementing this by April
next year. Businesses would
need to on priority execute an
‘as is’ mapping in their current
invoicing system vis-a-vis the

new requirement and com-
mence executing the requisite
changes in IT processes to be
ready for this new change.”

The e-invoice will help
streamline the indirect tax sys-
tem and ensure better compli-
ance by keeping a check on tax
evasion. The system is also pro-
posed to be expanded to lower
thresholds and subsume e-way
bill in the future.

the representation of KSBL
while giving loans to the
broking firm

B According to Sebi, such
pledge did not pass any title
as KSBL was not the owner
of the securities

the representors lies against KSBL
before civil court of competent ju-
risdiction,” Sebi said.

Last week, the National
Securities Depository said nearly
90 per cent — 82,559 — of duped
investors got back their securities
and the remaining ones would get
their securities after clearing their
dues, forcing Bajaj Finance to
move the SAT. Private sector banks
joined the Bajaj Finance petition
against transfer of shares to in-
vestors later. SAT told them to
move Sebi again for a suitable or-
der. As most of the shares were
kept as securities for loans given
by banks to Karvy,any “unilateral”
transfer of shares to investors will
have a majorimpacton theirlend-
ing business, banks said.

The NSE which submitted a
report to the Sebi observed that
KSBL has misused power of attor-
ney given by its clients. “KSBLhas
sold client securities in the mar-
ket in disguised manner through
own controlled entities and used
the funds for its own purposes.
KSBLin order to hide its misdeed
has not even reported the DP ac-
count (No. 11458979) in the sub-
missions made by it to the NSE
from January 2019 to August
2019. 1t is only during inspection
by NSE, this account came to the
notice,” Sebi said. KSBL trans-
ferred a net amount Rs 1,096
crore toits group company Karvy
Realty between April 2016 and
October 2019.

On December 2, the NSE and
the BSE suspended Karvy Stock
Broking’s trading licence for all
segments due to “non-compli-
ance of the regulatory provisions
of the bourses”.

Leakage and evasion have
been a big concern in the GST
regime and with slowing GST
revenue collection over the last
few months, with the excep-
tion of November, a renewed
focus is on the usage of data
streamlining and analysis to
catch tax evasion. A total of
9,385 cases of tax fraud involv-
ing amount of Rs 45,682.83
crore has been detected by the
tax authorities under the GST
regime since its roll-out from
July 1, 2017, the government
data placed in Parliament in
July showed. Till October 2019-
20, 999 cases were registered
for GST evasion and Rs 8,134.39
crore has been recovered, the
government data showed.
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BRIDGE

With your spade honours well placed over the bid and the solidity of the dia-
mond suit, youare entitled tovalue this hand at least a point or twoaboveits seven
high-card points. DIr: West Vul: E/w

NORTH

& AB2
WAKJT
L Vi

PAKHS

SOUTH
& KJ4
¥54

40J1096
%373

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pass
Pass
Pass

% & INT
INT  pass  pass

West leads the S3 and you note that East has come in, at adverse
vulnerability, on a suit which is, at best, queen high. It is obvious therefore,
that the lead is a singleton. How do you plan the play?

We have three obvious spade tricks and two tops each in hearts and clubs
There are possibilities forextra tricks in the heart finesse (unlikely to succeed
on the bidding — the drop is probably a better chance) or a 3-3 club split
(again unlikely in view of the known 6-1spade split). To be realistic, therefore,
the diamonds will have to be established for three more tricks. The defenders
will probably try toavoid winning the first round of the suit so that we will need
two entries to be able to establish and cash the long winners.

They can only come from spades and thus to play the obvious "second hand
low", accepting the free finesse, is fatal as we should then be using one of

those entries tooearly.

Thecorrect play tokeep themintact s to win the first spade on the board with
the ace. East will take the second round of diamonds to exhaust the board
of the suit and continue spades. Now we use the first of our two entries to
knock out the remaining high diamond. Subsequently, the third round of
spades is won in the correct hand, South, after which we can cash our
remaining diamonds to complete ten tricks for the loss of two diamonds
andaheartorclubattheend.

The WestHand:S-3,H-10982 D-843 C-J10842
TheEastHand:S-Q109765H-Q63 D-AK7 C-Q

Play the hand over again and satisfy yourself that, if we play a low spade
from the board on the first round, we cannot make the contract.

Dlr: South Vul: E/w

NORTH SOUTH
83 #106
W®AT4 ¥KQ1052
406 ¢ AQ2
SAKQ72 %064
WEST NORTH  EAST SOUTH
L J pass L4
L3 A d pass 4o
pass pass pass

West fires out the S- AKQ while East follows suit. You trump the third round
and ponder your next move. Assume you are playing Teams, soyour priority
is to make your contract.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.
Fearis the motherof___-Thomas Hardy (9)

GNEOR

PWYIS

NOTICE BOARD CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY ~ EVENTS, HONOURS

THYMIC

EIRUFG
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QUICK CLUES

ACROSS

6. Anexplosive cocktail (7)

7. Senior Mr Bachchan(7)

9. Notascommon(5)

10. Pillaged or looted (9)

11. Torture(7)

13. One millionth of a meter (6)
15. Lucky or unexpected (13)
19. Escapades or pranks (6)
20. Behind schedule (7)

23. Large predatory sea fish (9)
24. Mend or repair (5)

26. Reporter (7)

27. Diplomatic(7)

DOWN

1. Insult(4)

2. Pianist]Jose(6)

3. Expensesinvolved in running a

business (9)

One through to last round (8)

Play setting (10)

2013 Wimbledon Champion (6)

Partof A.D.(4)

. Concealment(6)

12. Runs scored due to misfielding ?

(10)

14. By the factitself (4,5) astonishment(3,4)

16. Cries out suddenly in climaxes 23. Learner coasting, broken down
(8) and longing for home (9)

17. Chemical element occurring in 24. Graduate twisting a nutis an
pure form in diamond (6) African(5)

18. Deadly (6) 26. Charming fictional noblemen (7)
21. Suppose (6) 27. Cutthree to begin with and bag
22. Destroy by fire (4) therace ! (7)

25. Upper-class gent(4)

©NO v

DOWN:
CRYPTIC CLUES 1. Melon’s gone bad (4)
ACROSS 2. Monthreaching edge of chaos (6)

6. Teaseblondesaboutwherethey 3. Assertsomethingabout the

buy old clothes ? (3-4) subject (9)

7. Scheme for reciprocal aid carries 4. Anironclad reason for not

little weight (7) buying 1u>.<ur1es (8) .

9. Drinkoffered when there’sa 5. Showing the elegance of a girl to
strike (5) the utmost extent (10)

10. Add in: hopelessly sucked, total 6. Lay,once more, torest (6)
failures! (4,5) 7. Inacordial atmosphere you may
11. Isin semi comastarting fromthe ~ find afamiliarface (4)

earthquake (7) 8. Heartless men! (6)

12. Isis is come adrift with equality
of earthquake shocks (10)

14. Feline females ? (5-4)

16. Refinement (8)

17. Pi?(6)

18. Arrange an announcement - it’s

13. Itirritates a beetle! (6)

15. Old politician responsible for
treble Poor Law reform (6,7)

19. InJune Venetian weather is
erratic(6)

20. Little creature viewed with

Difficulty Level 1s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1t09
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
Ts=Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius
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AWARD-INDIANOIL

IndianQil bagged the FIPI's ‘Sustainably Growing Corporate of
the Year’ award for excellence in sustainability performance and
benefits extended to society and the environment, at a glittering

awards ceremony held recently.

AWARD-NHPC

NHPC participated in the 24th Inter CPSU Volleyball tournament
held under the aegis of PSCB at Punjab recently. The NHPC team
gave acommendable performance and secured 3rd position in the

tournament was appreciated by B Joshi, CMD, NHPC.

CONCLAVE-GAIL

The 2nd Oil & Gas HSE Conclave organized by GAIL was inau-
gurated recently, bringing together nearly 400 Health, Safety and
Environment (HSE) professionals from India and abroad to
discuss safety challenges facing the oil and gas industry.

AGREEMENT-GRSE

Delivered IN LCU L-57 (Yard 2098), 7th in the series of 8 such
vessels to the Indian Navy. The Protocol of delivery & acceptance
was signed between Rear Admiral VK Saxena, IN (Retd.), CMD,
GRSE & CO of the vessel, Lt. Commander V Harshvardhan.

WORKSHOP-BIS

A day workshop was organized by BIS recently with an aimto
disseminate the information about the requirements of IS
10500:2012 (Specification for Drinking Water) and other In-
dian Standards. Inaugurated by RV Paswan Ji, M/o CA FPD.

CERTIFICATION-PANIPAT REFINERY

To give timely supply of BS-VI compliant fuels from Panipat Refin-
ery, Team PR stabilized operations of Revamped MSQ Prime G+
Unitin less than a week time & has successfully certified BS-VIMS
recently. S Bhatnagar, ED (PRPC) were present on the occassion.

ASSIGNMENT-NABCONS

NABCONS, a wholly owned subsidiary of NABARD was con-
tracted a prestigious assignment on Sep 2019. The cap-
tioned assignment awarded by the Swiss Development Coop-
eration SDC was to be taken up in 12 states.

NDMC Aiming to provide information, facilitation & grievances B
redressal for the benefit of its residents/services users, RWAS,
MTAs, Stakeholders and other individual, New Delhi Municipal
Council is organizing Suvidha Camp at NDMC Convention
Centre, New Delhi on coming Saturday, the 14th Dec., 2019. E
The innovative step of Suvidha Camp was initiated by the

Council from last year Dec., 2018 in order to redress the F
public grievances related to the Citizen Centric Services of
New Delhi area. In this series this 16th Suvidha Camp is being
organized on coming Saturday i.e. 14th Dec., 2019, wherein
27 Head of the Civic Services Departments would be available
on the occasion to sort out & settled the grievances and
problems of the citizens of New Delhi area on the spot. A
‘Women Help Desk' will also be setup in the Suvidha Camp for
providing the assistance to women.

CONCLAVE-SBI

SBICRM conducted MSME Conclave recently on the theme "Nur-
turing MSME for a Five Trillion Economy". The speakers included
DS Mishra, CGM SME, SBI, V Kumar, Dir MSME DI, Delhi & rep-
resentatives from SIDBI, NSIC, Cll, QCI, PHD and Rating Agency.

fair ! (6)

21. Almost lose sight of unpleasant
imp (6)

22. One getting fuel for Turkish
governors (4)

25. Aboy for Christmas ? (4)

QUICK CLUES Across: 1Flossy, 4 Sticks,
9lces, 10 Precarious, 11 Tissue, 12
Impudent, 13 Animation, 15 Bold, 16 Sand,
17 Ascending, 21 Varanasi, 22 Rights, 24
Subterfuge, 25 Mobs, 26 Eknath, 27
Stooge.

Down: 1Fiction, 2 Ousts, 3 Sapient, 5
Tramps, 6 Childhood, 7 Stunned, 8
Semiconscious, 14 Manhattan, 16
Stature, 18 Earnest, 19 Notable, 20 Garret,
23 Gumbo.

CRYPTIC CLUES Across: 1Malign,4
Ash-can, 9 Scan, 10 Sweltering, 11Henry |,
12 Asphyxia, 13 Chaperone, 15 Posh, 16
Dory, 17 Assembles, 21 Bankroll, 22 Rivets,
24 PeterFinch, 25 Reek, 26 Disney, 27
Add-ons. Down: IMacbeth, 2 Liner, 3
Gustier, 5 Sit-ups, 6 Currycomb, 7
Nunnish, 8 Remains silent, 14 Parakeets,
16 Dead-end, 18 Earthed, 19 Entrees, 20
Toffee, 23 Virgo.

DECLARATION SIGNED-SCOPE

Ajoint declaration for Promotion & Expansion of apprenticeship
in PSEs was signed & exchanged between A Sobti, DG, SCOPE
&S Sanghi, Sr Adviser, MSDE in the presence of Dr MN Pandey,
IM/o MSDE; RK Singh, MoS MSDE & MoS (I/c), Mo Power.

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4059

CEREMONY-Desert Medicine Research Gentre

Dr Harsh Vardhan, UnionMinister of HFW, S&T & ES & GS
Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, presided as Chief
Guest & Guest of Honour respectively, in the renaming cere-
mony of DMRC to NIIRNCD.

PROJECT AWARDED-MAHARASHTRA METRO

Maha Metro Nagpur has been awarded consultancy for Metro
Neo project in Warangal, State of Telangana. This was an-
nounced after a high-power meeting held at Hyderabad by Gov-
ernment of Telangana recently.

If it’s your

Birthday

Sunday December 15

The future is bright. You've done the hard
work, and now it’s time to cash in. You'll
feel one particular burden lifted from your
shoulders in the coming year.

Monday December 16

It’s a sensitive day in many ways, and you
may be picking up vague impressions from
people around you. It will be up to you to
make sense of these.

Tuesday December 17

Would it be fair to say that some of your
relationships, are ready for a blast of fresh
air? Thereisalot of uncertainty around, but
that’s an indication that long-awaited
improvements will soon be on the way.

Wednesday December 18

The future is full of promise. You must by
now be overcoming some of that lack of
security. Recentevents have shownyou that
the future will be increasingly prosperous.

Thursday December 19

Youneed tostrike a perfect balance between
youridealismand your practical skill.. If you
swing too far in either direction, then a
favourite plan may come unstuck.

Friday December 20

Most astrologers would say that you find it
easy to express yourself, but right now you
need to be careful. Have confidence in
your ideas and you will exceed your
previous personal best.

Saturday December 21

You have a sense for what is right .You'll do
best if you stand up for yourself while
making it clear that you're always
concerned for partners’ well-being.

No. NIT/2019-20/27254-63

w4 1 faeror

Collection of Toll Tax (Including Private Vehicles) on Udaipur-Salumber Road

for 2 years. UBN No.: RRC1920WLOB00607

CALENDAR 19

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
It'sa mixed moment,
astrologically
speaking. In the
short-run, you must
expect to move home or make
other significant improvements
inyour domestic situation. You
must also be prepared fora
further succession of changes at
work on top of those which have
taken place over the past year.

TAURUS (Apr21-May 21)
Most things will
depend on the state
of your closest
relationships. You

must recognise that friends will

have high standards on which
they will refuse to compromise
inany way. If you put a foot out of
place, you may be subjecttoa
great deal of criticism, but you
will be completely justified if
youreply in kind; so, stand up
foryourself.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Important stars are
moving into your
financial houses and,
before long, you will

become much more concerned

about money. Indeed, it looks as
if this is going to be an expensive
period and you will have to work
hard to juggle your resources.

There are ways and means to

boost your earnings. Oneis to

increase your savings.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
This is potentially a
superb period for
intense romantic
encounters, as those

two super-charged planets,

macho Mars and passionate

Pluto, are stirring you to your

depths. Over the next three to

four weeks, you may be rather
more preoccupied by work,
which could therefore cutinto
your social engagements.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Do please make a
point of healing
emotional rifts. As we
move forward, your
morale will be buoyed up by the
energetic planet Mars'roleina
creative and romantic sector of
your horoscope, a sure sign that
you'll be straining at the leash. On
the other hand, there’ll be no let-
up at work just yet.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
This promises to be
animportant period
athomeand,asa
result of recent lunar
alignments, you'll have a chance
to make a fresh start. There are
alsoindications that some of you
are now becoming more
interested in politics, especially
inany developments that affect
your immediate environment.
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Extension in eNIT.

12.11.2019
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eNIT No. SIMS 13 (P-ll) of 2019 dated

The schedule dates for downloading & submis-
sion of tender invited vide above referred eNIT for
“Supply of UPS Batteries on Annual Rate
Contract basis” at SKIMS,

Soura, Srinagar is

hereby extended as per following:

1. Last date & time for submission
of tenders

2. Date of opening of
technical bids

26.12.2019
(04.00 PM)

30.12.2019
(02.00 PM)

In case of date of opening of Technical bids happens
to be non-working day on any account, the same shall be
opened on next working day or any other day convenient

to tender opening committee.
Other terms & conditions of
unchanged.

No. SIMS 325 30/2019-1424-29
Dated: 13.12.2019
SIMS-3406

Asst.

the eNIT shall remain

Sd/-

Material Management
Officer

Purchase-ll

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
This is no time for
complacency. Infact,
the most important
consideration s that
you formulate all your plans very
carefully and confer closely with
partners. Animpatient, know-it-
all attitude will surely get you
into alot of trouble when you
forget to look into even the most
fundamental details.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You could be in for
some good luck,
money-wise. You
may be surprised to
hear that thisis aninevitable
consequence of the gathering of
planets in parts of your chart
relevant to your finances. You
may as well throw caution to the
wind and spend to guarantee a
memorable experience.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Your personal
astrological year hits
aregular-turning
point around now.

The Moon’s movements have a

profound impact on all your

cycles and thisis period of
dramatic fluctuations. Whether
others can handle your intensity
isan open question, but not one
you should devote undue
attention to.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
You're facing one of
those planetary
formations which
open new horizons.

This time it is optimistic Jupiter,

energetic Mars and obsessive

Pluto, which exert their

combined impact on the

Capricornian personality. The

resulting patternis one which is

atthe same time
extraordinarily tough and
extremely harmonious.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- Feb. 19)
The planets are
forming very
powerful patterns,
bunching togetherin

several regions of your solar

chart. Youwill be pulledina
number of sharply conflicting
personal directions and will have
the choice to concentrate on one
alone, or to try and weld

themall togetherintoa

complete package.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Although you'llbe
more than keen to
putyour energy into
the drive for success

at work, you'll be mindful of the

need to act in accord with your
principles. In fact, so strongly
will you be motivated by your
sincerely-held beliefs,

thatyou may embarkona

crusade against those who are

acting immorally.

e-NIT NO.: SIMS-324- NIT- 20 (Imports) of 2019

Dated: 09.12.2019

Subject: Abbreviated Notice Inviting Tenders for Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of various Bio-Medical equipments for SKIMS.

On behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir through Director, Sher-I-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar, e-tenders are invited from the original manu-

facturers/ their Indian subsidiaries/ Indian Agents on the authorization of Principal
Indian Subsidiary if 100% subsidiary of foreign Principals (for imported equipment) and manufacturers/
their authorized dealers for the J&K (for indigenous equipment) for supply, installation, testing & com-
missioning of following Bio-Medical equipments:-

Group Name of Iltem Qty.
Department of Gastroenterology:

A High Resolution Ultrasound 01 Unit
Endo Ultrasound (EUS) 02 Units

C Full-fledged Endoscopic Unit 02 Unit
(Upper/Lower/Side View) Latest series.

D Choledochoscope with CBD Stone 01 Unit
Laser Therapy
High Resolution Manometry 01 Unit
Department of Cl Pharmacology:
Spirometer 01 Unit

Opening of Technical Bids

No. SIMS-324-NIT 20 (Imports) 2019-4940-47

Dated: 11.12.2019-3991-94

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on
www.skims.ac.in. The NIT schedule is as per following:-

Last Date for Submission of Online Bid

manufacturers/

Tender Fee EMD

Rs. 1,000/- Rs. 50,000/-
Rs. 1,000/- Rs. 3,20,000/-
Rs. 1,000/- Rs. 2,00,000/-
Rs. 1,000/- Rs. 80,000/-
Rs. 1,000/- Rs. 50,000/-
Rs. 300/- Rs. 4,000/-

SKIMS website:

11.01.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.

15.01.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

Complete bidding process will be online on e-tendering portal www.jktenders.gov.in & the tenders
should be submitted strictly in accordance with the provisions of the detailed NIT.

Sd/- Asstt. Materials Management Officer (Imports),

SIMS-3993

For & on behalf of Chief of Materials Management.
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Wristory

Virat Kohli has turned a gentle flick into a murderous assault
weapon. SRIRAM VEERA explores the lineage and evolution of
the shot from Gundappa Viswanath to Kohli

unil Gavaskar laughs when the

question is put across to him -

was he surprised the first time

he saw the classy wristy whips

from his contemporary
Gundappa Viswanath, and what does he
feel about Virat Kohli’'s murderous swat-
flicks these days?

“Surprised? No, | was mesmerised by
GRV’s shot. [ am awestruck with Virat’s
shot. Perhaps because the era was differ-
ent, GRV would not whip the ball aerially
as there was no need to, then but his leg
side whips were very powerful. Now,
Kohli’s shot is murderous. Do you know
the common thing between them that
enables them?”

Wrists?

“Yes, yes of course, but how powerful
and strong those wrists are. You get to
know when you shake their hands and
feel and observe them,” Gavaskar says.
“There have been batsmen between these
two who have really great flick shots, like
Mohammad Azharuddin and VVS
Laxman, but [ would say their wrists
weren'’t as powerful as GRV and Kohli’s.
Hence, the difference in power. Perhaps,
it an illusion in my mind, but that’s my
gut-feel. Of course, this magnificent shot
of Kohli’s isn’t just due to wrists; it takes
a lot of skill just as it was for all the oth-
ers before him.”

We shall come to the shot (played to
the faster bowlers) and the skill and tech-
nique behind it but first the context. Is it
possible to place Kohli’s swat-flick in the
lineage of the shot and try trace its evolu-
tion? And then understand why his ver-
sion is at the zenith of that evolution in
the mayhem it unleashes.

Mid ‘80’s. Kids at school suddenly
started to flick their tongues out and
mimicked a strange whippy shot. A wiry
Azharuddin was becoming the new hero
on cricket grounds in the country with his
outlandish flick shot. It seemed an un-
tameable magical beast, where you had
to drag balls from even outside off and try
to whiplash it through the on side. It
proved impossible to mimic for us
kids in competitive cricket
against leather ball. Adults
would chuckle as they re-
counted cricket lore about
Indians’ flick shots — how the
English were in trance at the
‘sorcery’ of Ranjit Singhji’s leg
glance. How the Bangalore wiz-
ard Viswanath did it and now this
young Hyderabadi is doing it.

Same old, same old, they would
say. That shots evolve, sometimes
decades later.

Mind you, Azhar’'s wasn’t a gentle
flick by any stretch, especially as he
got fitter. It wasn’t like Ravi Shastri’s
elegant variation. As years went by,
he started to thrash-whip the balls
furiously, triggering headshakes and
smiles in fans.

Even Courtney Walsh did it once af-
ter watching his outside-off delivery be-
ing thrown back from wide midwicket
boundary; he walked to the top of his run-
up, playing imaginary flicks as if the mere
act of mimicking would strip the shot of
its mystique and give him some clue to
taming it.

Years later, Lance Klusener would do
the same in Calcutta dusk. Walking in a
trance, as it were. But at its ferocious
avatar, Azhar’s flicks reeled off fours.
These days, though, the flick-shot world
has gone mad.

Mid 90’s, Laxman arrived. His was a
more controlled version of Azhar’s, less
powerful perhaps, but as effective in run
production and the effect it had on the
bowler. Where to bowl now? The same
ball is either been classily creamed
through the off or when the mood seized
him, whisked away to the leg-side alleys.

The shot came to him while trying to
handle the bounce and pace on matting
tracks that he grew up on. He had minor
problems initially (odd leading edges or
tendency to flick in the air) but nailed the
shot by '98 when he worked out the
lengths against which he was going to at-
tempt that shot to pacers.

The most graceful of the flicks be-
longed to that artist Mark Waugh who
conjured powerfully-clipped fours with-
out any trace of violence.

Not that the others didn’t play it be-
fore. Gavaskar himself had a gorgeous
whip of his legs, where he would allow
the ball to come to him, and then clip it
ever so prettily. Tendulkar then took itand
made it his own. Tendulkar’s was fiercer,
Gavaskar’s oozed style. Gavaskar also had
couple of variations on the flick. One of
them came up during a match in England.

“Ryan Sidebottom ka father hai na,

TALL ELEGANCE:
VVS Laxman’s flick —
a controlled version
of Azhar’s in some
respects, less
powerful perhaps,
but equally effective
and classy. Again, a
four-run shot.

THE GORGEOUS
SORCERY:
Mohammad
Azharuddin’s was
an outlandish
artistic whiplash,
whisking balls
from outside off;
it turned feistier
and more
powerful as his
career progressed
but it was still a
shot to produce
fours, not sixes.

Arnie, pretty quick, was trying to tie me
up from a length. So, I adjusted, chose to
flick the length deliveries in the air. For
two sixes. So, Arnie stands mid-pitch and
shouts, ‘Sunny, they weren’t bad balls!”’
That’s the thing with this shot. A good
batsman will adapt and produce tiny vari-
ations of a shot, and make the bowler
think.

“See what Kohli has done now. He is-
n’t just a bottom-handed player but uses
the top hand perfectly well when he
wants to. So, the ball on the off stump he
can play the punchy cover drive but sud-
denly, use his bottom hand and wrists to
smash it for a six over midwicket. What
does the bowler do now?” Gavaskar says.

Kohli’s isn’t a flick, really. It's a mutant.
A swat-flick, maybe. The bottom-hand
powered shot feels like a stroke borrowed
from table tennis. A crack of doom. Even
he didn’t know what to call it initially. At
the end of a press conference in 2009 in
South Africa, as he was leaving, a short
chat bubbled up between us.

CELEBRATED FOR
his wristy square
cuts, Gundappa
Viswanath's flick
too haditall:
powerful wrists
driven by
anartist's
imagination

‘Hey! Some flick shot, that. Comes nat-
urally to you na?’. Kohli’s answer stunned.
“No, no, in fact, I can’t recall how and
where it became part of my repertoire.
think from playing these T20s, I would
just play the normal flicks before. What
are you calling it?” ‘Er... thinking of swat-
flick, you seem to be swatting the ball but
flicking it at the same time’. And he
pursed his lips and walked away, leaving
a few questions in the head.

How is a variation of a flick shot, so in-
stinctive in its essence seep in like that
and not be part of your childhood? It is-
n't a slog sweep or even an upper cut,
where it's about positioning the body and
can be learnt. Like Steve Waugh did, after
watching Hansie Cronje’s slog sweep his
spinners. Like Sachin Tendulkar did, train-
ing the slog sweep to stub out Shane
Warne’s round-the-stumps threat in end
90’s. But this flick shot, especially if it’s a
signature shot, wouldn't it be a natural,
even if forced due to circumstances when
playing as a kid?

Like Viv Richards’s imperious across-
the-line whips. The one man whose name
has been recalled by cricketers raving
about Kohli’s swat-flick swagger.

Shastri brings up the comparison in
his rave “Boss! What a tremendous vio-
lent shot! GRV used to play powerfully
but along the ground. Viv did now and
then, as he generally used his top hand

and muscles more. But now and then,
he would pick a bowler, and send it up
and over midwicket. Kohli has that
kind of presence now with this shot,”
Shastri says. Rashid Latif, former
Pakistan captain, has run a YouTube
show about how he was reminded of
Richards when he saw Kohli swat-flick-
ing sixes.

Richards’ brother Mervin talks about
how that signature on-side whip came
about. There used to be a fisherman, at
the end of the off side in the park near
home where the brothers played as kids.
“He didn’t like the ball land in his area and
would chop off the ball and throw them
back! So, Viv started to develop that shot.
Soon, it became part of him.” Or the story
of Gavaskar himself, whose straight drive
came as a result of playing in a narrow
space as a kid, where straight shots were
the only way to go.

“Kohli’s flick isn’t natural as a kid?”
Gavaskar is, as ever, curious. It's then
he talks about the sixes he hit
against Arnie Sidebottom to sug-
gest how a batsman does adapt
as he grows and how shots start
to come in and can become natu-

ral.
Like Herschelle Gibbs. The one
batsman who came closest to Kohli’s
swat-flick. Gibbs’ version was one of the
great ODI shots of last decade. But highly
risky when compared to Kohli. Gibbs’s
was a dare. There would be a moment in
his swat-flick, just before contact, where
it would appear that the ball might miss
the bat and crash on to the pad. Suddenly,
however, the bat would swipe across just
in time to crash-land the ball over square-
leg. Somewhat similar version was played
in the 90’s too by Moin Khan of Pakistan.
His too was arisky version in that the Ibw
possibility always loomed but he wasn’ta
top order batsman and was looking to
score some quick runs in the end. Gibbs’
shot was a thrill, Moin’s was ballsier. And
Gibbs too didn’t always possess that shot.
“I picked it from Desmond Haynes, ac-
tually,” Gibbs says from Dhaka where he
is commentating on BPL. Haynes, the for-
mer West Indian opener, played for three
years from 1991 for Western Province in
South Africa. There Gibbs observed
Haynes use the pace of the wicket to un-
furl his swivel-hip flicks. “Though he
would now and then hit it aerially, he

would usually hit them along the ground
but it was a very effective shot. So we
ended up chatting and he taught me how
to play it. I practiced it alot, started to play
it,and at one point decided, why not hit it
in the air. Why settle for couple of runs or
four when I could get a six with it?!”
Gibbs laughs.

“It feels good to see Virat play his ver-
sion of the shot. The difference is that he
has taken out the risk of Ibw. I had a lot of
fun with that shot. No bowler had a come-
back to that shot, did they? It was like
showing a finger to the bowler as you sug-
gest!” Gibbs laughs. But the best shot he
played and is proud of was a backfoot six
over covers that was witnessed by
Haynes. “He came over and said that it
was the best shot he had ever seen in his
career — boy was I thrilled to hear that! I
batted with flair, and hopefully enter-
tained the fans with my flick shot.”

Kohli cuts out the risks associated with
Gibbs’s version, through the arc his bat
cuts when it's crashing down to meet the
ball. You don’t get that pang of apprehen-
sion what would happen if Kohli fails to
connect. The bat doesn’t come down as
straight as for a straight drive of course
but there is a lot more
wood in the path of the
ball. In the absence of
any worry about a
plausible Ibw, he can
focus on twirling his

Kohli cuts out the risks
associated with Gibbs’s
version, through the arc

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

See what Kohli has done now. He
isn’t just a bottom-handed player
but uses the top hand perfectly
well. So, the ball on off stump he
can play the punchy cover drive but
suddenly, use his bottom hand and
wrists to smash it for six over
midwicket. What does the bowler
donow?”

SUNIL GAVASKAR

“It feels good to see Virat play his
version of the shot. The difference
is that he has taken out the risk of
Ibw. | had alot of fun with that
shot. No bowler had acomeback to
that shot, did they? It was like
showing a finger to the bowler as
you suggest!”

HERSCHELLE GIBBS

Hllustration: Suvajit Dey

MURDEROUS DRAG-FLICK:

Azhar’s flair, Laxman’s control but
powered by phenomenally strong
wrists, not unlike Gundappa
Vishwanath'’s, and intent. Kohli’s shot is
one that destroys.

smokes!”

Holy smokes, indeed. It was a fullish
delivery, fairly straight, and at some point,
inits trajectory, Kohli decided it had to go.
For a six. The bottom-hand took over, and
he drag-scooped it up and over mid-
wicket.

“I won'’t say drag-scoop, but drag-
flick,” Gavaskar says. “Scoop suggests it
has popped just over midwicket; doesn’t
convey the astonishing distance it went.
Look at how his wrists came in, and how
he extended his arms afterwards. Not
your swat flick, not scoop but drag-flick
is perhaps more apt.”

It's the latest in the continuing evolu-
tion of Kohli’s flick shots — more mutant
versions are coming up every other day.
“It’s because he now wants to cover not
just square-leg but wants to use that shot
to target the full arc from square-leg to
wide long-on, or in other words, he wants
to hit the balls from off and outside off as
well, not just middle and leg” Gavaskar
says. “Gibbs is right, Dessie (Haynes) did
play the aerial flick occasionally, though
his arc was from square-leg to backward
square-leg.”

“Now, Kohli is picking the balls from
off stump, at times outside off (something
that you will see him doing more and
more) as he is growing in confidence.
Minor tweaks in the way
he works his wrists in
combination with the
lines he now choses al-
low him to target that
arc,” Gavaskar is oozing

bottom-hand a lot ., .rr rave now.
more than most. his bat cuts whenit’s The stillness of the
And how those crashingdown tomeet head also helps in pep-
wrists whip them- , pering a wider arc with
selves into a frenzy. The the ball. You don’t get that shot now. “It defi-
right wrist almost thatpangof nitely does. You are go-
snapsand the batblurs  agpprehension what ing across the line to fast
down thrillingly. You . . bowlers and from the off
could do that with a WouldhappenifKohli  .o¢ o4 middle stump
smaller table tennis fails to connect. lines. If the head is still,

racquet but to get this

longer and thicker

piece of wood at fre-

netic pace needs supple and steely wrists.
This oxymoronic combo creates the
power, and the overall balance that he
maintains helps in connecting as firmly
as he wants. It’s a stroke that has consis-
tently improved over the years, especially
through the IPLs, but it was on a Hobart
night in 2012 when he dismantled the
yorker-slinging Lasith Malinga that it
achieved a finesse. That night, he stayed
well back inside the crease, and repeat-
edly swatted away.

“Oh yes, that Malinga knock,”
Gavaskar says. “I was awestruck. It was
risk-free, almost, despite him going all
out. No fear of Ibws with the way the bat
comes down. Back then, he played those
shots squarer. Now, he has started to go
midwicket.”

“Did you see that shot in the first T20
against West Indies?” Gibbs asks. “That
six over midwicket off (Kesrick)
Williams?” The batsmen seem to be in
love with it, it even moved Kevin
Pietersen to tweet: “Your flick this
evening was quite something, bro! Holy

you get better control of

the shot, you don’t fall

over or across, and the
balance helps in hitting the ball where
you want,” Gavaskar says.

Gibbs points out another factor — that
unlike him, because of playing in South
Africa, Kohli stretches a lot on the front
foot. “That means he can get that bat well
ahead of his body after stretching - just
imagine where he is now meeting the
ball, he can potentially slap even back-of-
length balls on tracks where you can trust
the bounce with that shot.” A bit like what
Pietersen used to do. No other modern-
day batsmen, perhaps barring Pakistan’s
Younis Khan to an extent, had the kind of
upper-body elasticity like Pietersen. Kohli
isn’t as elastic top-up but because of his
huge strides, and his balance, he has
enough malleability to stretch forward
and let his bottom-hand and wrists do the
rest of the work for him.

If the stunning assault on Malinga at
Hobart in 2012 was the coming-of-age
moment of Kohli’s swat-flick, the 2019 se-
ries against West Indies has birthed
newer mutant versions and hints at more
wristy adventures ahead of us.
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Let’s see how
Dhoni’s body
holds up, Rahul
an option:
Shastri

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

ONLY MAHENDRA Singh Dhoni knows
whether his body will be able to cope up with
rigours of international cricket after a break,
KLRahul could be a “serious keeping option”
for next year’s T20 Word Cup and Rishabh
Pant needs to “calm down”, feels India head
coach Ravi Shastri. With Pant not doing well
and mystery surrounding Dhoni’s interna-
tional future, Shastri didn’t rule out the pos-
sibility of Rahul doing multi-tasking during
the marquee tournament ‘Down Under'.

“It’s sensible (the break by Dhoni). I like
the time (around IPL) when he will be start-
ing to play again. I don’t think he is too keen
on the one-day stuff. He is finished with Test
cricket. T20 is an option. It’s a format that is
tailor-made for him. But will his body be able
to cope with the demands, only he will an-
swer,” Shastri told India Today during its pro-
gramme ‘Inspiration’. “The rest would have
done him a world of good, mentally. That
mental fatigue would have gone away by
now. If he decides to play, which he will be-
cause he will play the IPL, then he will start
training with a very fresh mind. Then you
have got to see form,” said Shastri.

He also believes that Rahul could emerge
asanoptionas he keepsin the IPLas well as for
Karnataka in domestic white-ball touraments.
“Itis an absolute option. You got to see where
your strength is. Tomorrow, there could be a
couple of guys in the middle-order who are
firing with unbelievable innings in the IPL. And
then if you have a guy who can multi-task,
who could be used at the top... why not,” when
asked if Rahul could be an option.

Asked what he expects from Rishabh
Pant, Shastri said, “a bit of calm”. “You have to
have a solid approach to your batting. You
can’'t think everything is going to happen the
way [ want it to happen from ball 1. No, it
won’t happen like that.”

Ranji game moved
out of Guwahati

Kolkata: The Ranji Trophy Elite, Group
C match between Assam and
Jharkhand has been relocated to
Ranchi, while a question mark hangs
over the January 5 India versus Sri
Lanka T20 international as well. The
dates for the Ranji Trophy match that
was originally scheduled to be held in
Guwahati, however, remain un-
changed and will be played from
December 17-20.

As protests continue in Assam
against the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, the Assam Cricket Association
(ACA)apprised the BCCl of the present
law-and-order situation in the
city/state. Accordingly, the BCCI took
the decision to relocate the Ranji fix-
ture.“The Assam-Jharkhand match will
happen in Ranchi from December 17.
It has been shifted from Guwahati. We
have received a verbal communication
from the BCClin this regard,” ACA sec-
retary Devajit Saikia told The Sunday
Express, adding: “We informed the
BCCI about the current situation and
accordingly they have taken the deci-
sion.” The ACA had earlier asked the
BCClIto wait till Saturday before taking
a call on shifting the game.

As for the India versus Sri Lanka
T20I, the ACA is keeping its fingers
crossed. “Now we are going ahead
with the game. But we will see and
when the (appropriate) time comes,
we will take a call, whether to go
ahead or shelve it,” Saikia said.

On Thursday, the fourth day’s play
of the Ranji Trophy match between
Assam and Services had to be aban-
doned due to security issues in
Guwabhati. With the city under cur-
few, both teams were advised not to
leave their respective hotels. The
Services team had to reschedule their
return flight.

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY

Ist TEST, PERTH

(GAME FACE

West Indies’ fast bowler Sheldon Cottrell prepares to bowl in the nets during a training session ahead of their first ODI against India in Chennai. AP

In the shadow of a great

At Chepauk Stadium, MS Dhoni's spiritual home, Pant will have nowhere to hide if he has a bad game

SANDIPG
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 14

THE SOUNDTRACK of howling and hollering
seldom deserted Rishabh Pant in
Thiruvananthapuram during the second
T201aweek ago. Every ball he was reminded
of Sanju Samson, the homeboy and his di-
rect competitor for the wicket-keeper-bats-
man slot, who was confined to drinks-ferry-
ing chores. Worse, he dropped opening
batsman Evin Lewis in the fifth over and the
ripple of boos reached a rattling crescendo.

The scale of the vitriol was so startling
that Virat Kohli gestured the crowd to lower
the volume, but even his magnetic persona
couldn’t quieten them. Impromptu, they
wildly started chanting Dhoni’s name, and
Kohli scowled bemusedly. Pant, cruelly, had
nowhere to hide, his forlorn body language
conveyed the inner torment.

He wouldn’t have anywhere to hide at
Chennai either — the scrutiny could be
wretchedly stinging, the Dhoni chants could
get deafening. Thrice the decibels that
pounded his ears in Thiruvananthapuram so
much so that Pant would be cussing the
choice of venue for this series.

If landing up in his closest competitor’s
turf wasn’t harrowing enough, here he
would be plying his trade in the spiritual
home of his predecessor, MS Dhoni. Even if
the crowd here heeds to Kohli’s request to
keep the Dhoni comparisons (and chants)
adrift, even if Pant himself steels his mind in
keeping the Dhoni-legacy thoughts abreast,
the shadow of Dhoni would trail him like an
invisible apparition. As if the signages around
the stadium aren’t ample reminders
enough—from the line of shops named
“Dhoni Sports” at the entrance to the beam-
ing Dhoni faces that peer from the yellow-
painted walls—the mere aura of Dhoni is ir-
resistibly inescapable even in his absence.

Thus the potential antagonism Pant could
copis premised on a different narrative-tan-
gent. It’s not the spontaneous angst of him
obscuring alocal lad in the playing eleven. It
runs deeper. He will be viewed through the
skeptical lens of a pretender trying to suc-
ceed the city’s most deified cricketer, the
largest larger-than-life cricketer of the city.
The thalai—a moniker that blends both re-
spect and adulation in equal measure. He is
not a homeboy, not even a naturalised one,
yet his halo dims everything else. So every-

Pink-ball nightmare for

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PERTH,DECEMBER 14

AUSTRALIA HAS a stranglehold on the open-
ing test match against New Zealand after tak-
ing a417-runlead on a wicket that is getting
increasingly difficult to bat on under the
lights at Perth Stadium.

After New Zealand was skittled out for
166 at lunch on day three in response to
Australia’s 416, the home side refused to en-
force the follow-on and batted again, finish-
ing the day on 167-6 with Matthew Wade
and Pat Cummins unbeaten on eight and one
runs, respectively.

Despite Australia’s second innings col-
lapse from a seemingly comfortable 131-2,
New Zealand is facing a big target and star-
ring at a heavy defeat in the first of the three
tests. Swing bowlers Tim Southee (4-63)and
Neil Wagner (2-40) struck just as Australia’s
Mitchell Starc did the previous night as the
home side lost 5-29 in 66 deliveries.

This dented Australia’s hope to bat deep
into the fourth day before unleashing its pace
attack under the lights when the pink ball is
most effective. Also, the pitch has deterio-
rated much quicker than anticipated in the
hot conditions with innocuous bounces be-
ing regular as seen during the Australian sec-
ond innings.

David Warner (19) uncharacteristically
failed twice following 154 and 335 not outin
his last two outings in the 2-0 series wining
over Pakistan.

After Warner fell, Burns (53) and
Labuschagne (50) shared 87 for the second
wicket before Australia’s newest batting find
miscued a pull and was caught at mid, trig-
gering the middle-order collapse.

Labuschagne took his run tally to 1,022
(average 73.00) to become the first batsman
in the 2019 calendar year to complete 1,000
test runs. He reached the mark in his 10th
test since being recalled as a concussion sub-
stitute for Steve Smith in the second Ashes
testin England. He hit three consecutive cen-

In 12 ODI matches, Rishabh Pant is yet to score a half-century. File

thing that he does or does not compel a direct
comparison with Dhoni. And they would
make it evident to Pant, whether they like or
dislike him.

In that sense, the Chepauk crowd is ardu-
ously difficult to please—it's no mean task to
wow them, whether the subject is from their
backyard or not. They set high demands on
the players, dissect their techniques and
analyse their mind so threadbare that you
wonder whether they’re certified coaches or
trained psychoanalysts.

Even the greatest of their contemporary
cricketers, Ravi Ashwin, had to endure their
derision. He was once mocked during a Ranji
match when he got hit on a turning track
specifically prepared for him. Some of them
then began chanting Harbhajan Singh’s
name. Intolerant they’re to such frivolities.
Months before that, they scorned Cheteshwar
Pujara when he misjudged the length of an
Ajit Agarkar delivery and copped a blow on
the wrists during a Ranji Trophy quarterfinal
match in the late aughts, when Pujara was
hyped up as the Rahul Dravid’s successor.

It was their first sighting of him, and they
ridiculed him with such scorn that even the
most callous of Aussie sledgers would have
blushed. Even the love they shower on Dhoni
(and before that Sachin Tendulkar) was hard-
won, based on their stupendous perform-
ances at this ground. Tendulkar faithfully
struck a hundred in his first three outings on
the ground—scored 970 runs at an average

Mitchell Starc had figures of 5 for 52. Ap

turies including 143 in the first innings to add
to five half centuries.

Warner lived a charmed life for over an
hour facing 63 ball before miscuing a pull of

of 88.10 including the legendary assault on
Shane Warne and pain-defying hundred
against Pakistan. Dhoni, who was initially an-
tagonised as the man who displaced local
hero Dinesh Karthik, belted his only double
hundred here, a back-to-the-wall hundred
atNo 7 inan ODI against Pakistan and made
Chennai Super Kings the most popular and
vibrant side in the Indian Premier League.

In their undulating appreciation of Dhoni,
they debunked an old myth too, that they
only appreciate the aesthetics of the game.
Dhoni was often ungainly, even ugly, but it
hardly came in the way of appreciating in-
stead his stroke-play and the sharp cricket-
ing brain.

Historic burden

So, the historic burden on Pant could only
get heavier as he enters the stadium on
Sunday, wherein 30,000-odd eyeballs might
have their gaze fixed on him. Had he been
treading better times, he would have soaked
in the attention. But he clearly is not. After
the initial buzz, he has fizzled out—an ODI
career than began on promisingly is steeply
faltering. Ten innings into his career, he’s yet
to register a fifty, averaging just 22 in 10 in-
nings, yet to live up to the promise. Even in
T20Is, he has yet to make that defining,
doubt-clearing effort. Promising starts, but
rushed ends.

To his defence has Kohli often sprung.
“We certainly believe in Rishabh's ability. As

Tim Southee and was caught at mid on. He

survived a review for a catch behind on 15

and on 17 narrowly escaped a run out.
During the innings Warner, playing his

Even if the crowd here heeds to
Kohli’s request to keep the
Dhoni comparisons (and
chants) adrift, even if Pant
himself steels his mind in
keeping the Dhoni-legacy
thoughts abreast, the shadow of
Dhoni would trail him like an
invisible apparition

you say, it's (also) the player's responsibility
to do well but our responsibility is to give him
space, to support him. He should get support
and it is disrespectful if you don't get it. He
should be left alone as Rohit had said,” he
said recently.

Batting coach Vikram Rathour, too,
echoes him, in fact calling him an X factor.
“The reason why we keep discussing him is
that he has got an immense ability.
Everybody believes he can be an X factor. All
of us believe he is a good player who can
come good. He is working hard on his game
and fitness,” he said.

To hisjustificationis also age and experi-
ence. He’s barely 22, has featured in just a
clutch of matches, still teething in at this level
and touted to replace as rare a genius as
Dhoni. He has to be furnished time, even a
bit of love, but Chepauk wouldn’t be where
he could find instant love.

Not just his batting, some of his impetu-
ous strokes — when he gets out playing a bad
shot, he looks abysmally clumsy — could
draw scoffs. Here is where his mistakes be-
hind the stumps couldn’t go unnoticed.
Instead, would only be magnified. There
would be no compassion, only culpability.

How Pant deals with all these, poor form
and boos, would reveal his inner resolve.
Sometimes booing fires up an athlete, the
prove-them-wrong mentality could over-
turn their form. But for some, to hear the
crowd booing could throw their whole game
off. It is difficult if every time you step out on
a pitch it's made clear that people don't like
you. Some of the elements Pant has to fight
are unenviable — jeering, bad form, and the
ghosts of Dhoni (in the reverse order). And
he would have no place to hide.

Live on Star Sports network: 1st ODI
at Chennai: 1:30 pm onwards

82nd test, became the 12th Australian bats-
man to amass 7,000 runs in test cricket. He
brought up the milestone with a cover driven
boundary off Southee.

Despite the 250-run first innings lead,
Australia was wary of bowling the second
time as the temperature topped 40 Celsius
(107 F) for the third day in a row. This was in
addition to being a bowler short with swing
bowler Josh Hazlewood ruled out of the
match with a hamstring strain.

Earlier, fast bowler Starc took 5-52 _ his
third five-wicket innings in seven day-night
tests and his 13th overallin 55 tests _to hurry
New Zealand’s batting demise.

After slicing through the New Zealand top
order with four wickets on the second
evening, Starc claimed his fifth wicket con-
troversially when de Grandhomme was ad-
judged caught by on-field umpire Aleem Dar
and upheld by review.

De Grandhomme pulled a couple of
boundaries off Starc, and two balls later, tried
to fend a short pitch delivery that hit the face
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Beware of
wounded
buffalo, says

New SA coach
Boucher

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
CAPETOWN, DECEMBER 14

FORMER TEST wicketkeeper Mark Boucher
was on Saturday named as South African team
head coach until 2023. An upbeat Boucher
said South African cricket had been through
“trying times” but added that he was confi-
dent that the national team could be success-
ful against England. “Beware of a wounded
buffalo, especially in Africa,” he said.

The announcement was made by Cricket
South Africa interim director of cricket, for-
mer Test captain Graeme Smith, who only
took up his post on Wednesday.

Boucher, 43, played in 147 Tests, 290 one-
day internationals and 25 Twenty20 inter-
nationals for South Africa before a serious
eye injury ended his careerin 2012.

He has coached the Titans franchise for
the past three seasons, winning five of a pos-
sible nine trophies. “I felt that at this stage
the Proteas (national team) needed a really
hardened, internationally experienced guy,”
said Smith.

Enoch Nkwe, who was previously interim
team director and in charge of the teamona
recent tour of India, was named assistant
coach, also with a contract until the end of
the next Cricket World Cup in 2023.

Faf du Plessis was confirmed as captain
for the Test series against England which
starts at Centurion on December 26, while
former Test batsman Ashwell Prince was
named coach of South Africa A.

Smith said he expected to appoint bat-
ting and bowling consultants within the next
week. Boucher said South Africa had re-
bounded in the past.

“I have been involved in sides where
we've had some very tough times,” said
Boucher. “One of the toughest was the Hansie
Cronje (corruption) saga but straight away
after that we beat Australia. I think we've got
a very good chance of turning it around. I've
been in set-ups where we have turned
around in a couple of days.”

Smith said an emergency selection com-
mittee consisting of Boucher, Nkwe, Du
Plessis and Linda Zondi, who was sacked as
convener after South Africa's poor World Cup
campaign, would announce a squad on
Monday for the first Test as well as a South
Africa A team to play against England.

The Test squad will assemble on
December 18.

Against the background of controversy
about the administration of South African
cricket, with calls for the board of CSA to re-
sign, Smith said he personally had no con-
tact with the board about making what
amount to long-term decisions.

He said he had dealt only with CSA in-
terim chief executive Jacques Faul.

“There's no relationship (with the board)
at this stage,” he said. “My point of call is
Jacques." He said recent developments had
been disappointing. “We need to turn around
the image. A lot of things still need to shift.
My goalis focused on getting the Proteas and
the structures performing well. We know that
cricketis a big part of bringing in budgets and
a high-performing Proteas team will goalong
way towards providing some confidence.”

Although Smith's interim role is only for
three months, Faul later told AFP that he
hoped the former captain would commit to
along-term position.

England start their tour with a two-day
match against an Invitation XI in Benoni on
Tuesday, followed by a three-day match
against South Africa A at the same venue
from Friday.

Mark Boucher will be South Africa
head coach till 2023. File

New Zealand as Australia take a huge lead

of the helmet before Steve Smith at second
slip caught it. De Grandhomme reviewed
Dar’s decision only to be upheld despite a se-
ries of inconclusive replays.

Ross Taylor top scored for New Zealand
with an unblemished 80 runs and stood be-
tween New Zealand and the hosts with a
134-ball innings over 2 { hours hitting nine
boundaries before offspinner Nathan Lyon
(2-48) forced an edge and Smith at slip took
his third catch.

The only other notable contribution came
from skipper Kane Williamson (34) before
he was brilliantly caught by Smith at second
slip to end a fighting 76-run third wicket
stand.

In the second evening. The New Zealand

innings lasted 55.2 overs over 262 minutes
while the Australian first innings consumed
10 \hours and 146.2 overs.
BRIEF SCORES: Australia 416 & 167/6" lead
(Burns 53, Labuschagne 50; Southee 4/63)
New Zealand 166 (Taylor 80; Starc 5/52) by
417 runs
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It’s business as usual for Salah and company

Star striker scores both goals in their 2-0 win over Watford to help Liverpool earn an 11-point cushion atop the table; Bournemouth shock Lampard’s Chelsea

AFP/REUTERS
LIVERPOOL, DECEMBER 14

LIVERPOOL MOVED 11 points clear at the top
of the Premier League thanks to Mohamed
Salah's double, but had some wasteful finish-
ing from bottom-of-the-table Watford to thank
fora 2-0victory at Anfield.

The Hornets remain six points adrift of
safety, but will wonder how they headed home
empty handed after enjoying the vast major-
ity of the chances against the European cham-
pions. Salah produced the two moments of
real quality from Jurgen Klopp's men by finish-
ing off from a rapid counter-attack from a
Watford corner to open the scoring before flick-
ing home a second a minute from time.

Nigel Pearson was taking charge of Watford
for the first time and the impetus of a new
manager showed with the 40-point difference
between the sides at opposite ends of the table
not in evidence in their performances.

However, the big difference was obviousin
both boxes as the league's lowest scorers
passed up a host of huge opportunities, whilst
Salah was deadly.

Only Watford's profligacy allowed
Liverpool to keep a first clean sheet at Anfield
all season as Troy Deeney just failed toreach a
teasing cross across the face of goal before Will
Hughes dragged a shot just side.

Abdoulaye Doucoure then completely mis-

Ethnic Uighur boys hold placards with the
images of Mesut Ozil during a protest
against China in Istanbul. Reuters

Why silence
over treatment
of Uighurs: Ozil
to Muslims

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
ISTANBUL, DECEMBER 14

ARSENAL'S MESUT Ozil, a German footballer of Turkish
origin, expressed support for Uighurs in Xinjiang and
criticised Muslim countries for their failure to speak up
for them. "Korans are being burnt... Mosques are being
shut down ... Muslim schools are being banned ...
Religious scholars are being killed one by one... Brothers
are forcefully being sent to camps,” Ozil wrote in Turkish
on his Twitter account.

"The Muslims are silent. Their voice is not heard," he
wrote on a background of a blue field with a white cres-
cent moon, the flag of what Uighur separatists call East
Turkestan. China has faced growing international con-
demnation for setting up a vast network of camps in
Xinjiang aimed at homogenising the Uighur population
to reflect China's majority Han culture.

Rights groups and experts say more than one million
Uighurs and people of other mostly Muslim ethnic mi-
norities have been rounded up in the camps in the
tightly-controlled region.

After initially denying the camps existed, China de-
scribes them as vocational schools aimed at dampening
the allure of Islamist extremism and violence.

Turkey, which takes its name from Turkic people who
migrated from central Asia, is home to an Uighur com-
munity and has regularly raised concerns about the sit-
uation in Xinjiang.

In his tweet, Ozil said Western states and media had
kept the Uighurissue on their agenda and added: "what
will be remembered years later would not be the torture
by the tyrants but the silence of their Muslim brothers."

Arsenal moved to distance themselves from Ozil's
comments in a bid to limit fallout in China, where the
club has numerous commercial interests.

"The content published is Ozil's personal opinion,”
the club said in a Chinese language post Saturday on its
official account on the Twitter-like Weibo platform.

"As afootball club, Arsenal has always adhered to the
principle of not involving itself in politics."

Butafew angry fans called for aban onairing Arsenal
games featuring Ozil.

"I hope they ban Ozil's matches and business activi-
ties (in China),” wrote one Weibo user.

Another Chinese fan said she "cried last night" after
reading the post, which the star had also uploaded to
Instagram. "For over a decade, I've worn an Arsenal jer-
sey with Ozil's number. It will never be worn again,” she
wrote on Weibo. The 31-year-old footballer sparked con-
troversy last year when he was photographed with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, raising ques-
tions about his loyalty to Germany on the eve of their
2018 World Cup campaign.

Korans are being burnt... Mosques are
being shut down ... Muslim schools are
being banned ... Religious scholars are
being killed one by one ... Brothers are
forcefully being sent to camps,"

MESUT OZIL
ONDETENTION CAMPS IN CHINA
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Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah celebrates after scoring his first goal against Watford on Saturday. Reuters

NUMBER PLATE

Number of top-flight
home games Liverpool
have won on the trot. The

all-time record is 21 straight wins
at Anfield in 1972.

Jurgen Klopp seems to have
special liking for Watford.

His Liverpool side has seven
Premier League victories over them
— on level with Crystal Palace.

Number of goals
Mohamed Salah has
scored for the Reds in all

competitions in 126 appearances.
He has surpassed Luis Suarez’s tally
of 82 goals from 133 games for
Liverpool.

cued with the goal at his mercy from Etienne
Capoue's clever cut-back with what incredi-
bly was only the second most embarrassing
mishit of the half from Watford.

After so many missed chances, the visitors
were made to pay by the ruthless runaway
leaders as 15 seconds after a Watford corner,
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the ball was in their net.

All three of Liverpool's attacking trident
were involved as Roberto Firmino's pass over
his head freed Sadio Mane down theleftand he
fed Salah to cut inside on his weaker right foot
to bend the ball brilliantly into the far corner.

Bournemouth triumph

Defiant Bournemouth stole all three points
with alate goal from Dan Gosling at Chelseain
the Premier League on Saturday, ending a five-
match losing streak with a 1-O win.

Gosling looped his shot over goalkeeper
Kepa Arrizabalaga's head in the 84th minute,
and defender Cesar Azpilicueta hooked it out,
but after alengthy wait for a VAR offside check
referee Graham Scott awarded the goal.

Chelsea, who qualified for the Champions
League knockout stages withanervy 2-1 home
win against Lille on Tuesday, looked off the
pace despite enjoying more than 60% posses-
sionona chilly afternoon in southwest London.

Although they buzzed around the
Bournemouth area and created chances for
Tammy Abraham, Mason Mount and Christian
Pulisic, Frank Lampard's side could not find a
decisive shot.

Bournemouth keeper Aaron Ramsdale
pulled off fine saves in each half from Mount
and full back Emerson to keep the south coast
sidein the game. It was the fourth defeatin five
Premier League games for Chelsea, who sit
fourthin the table.
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